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ONCE IN A WHILE.

ONcE in & while the sun shines out,

And the arching skies are a perfect blue ;
Once v a while mid elouds of doubt

Faith’s fairest stars come peeping through.
Our pathslead down by the meadows fair

Where the sweetest blossoms nod and swile ;.
And we lay aside our cross of care,

Once in a while.

Ongce in a while within our own
We Tecl the hand of a steadfast friend ;
Onece in 4 while we hear a tone
Of love with the heart’s own voice Lo blend.
And the dearest of all our dreams come true,
And on life's way is u golden mile;
Each thirsgting flower s Kissed with dew,
Once in a while.

Ontee in a while in the desert sand

We find » spot of the fairest green ; Ty
Once in o while from wlhere we stand :

The hills of Paradise are seecn ;
And a perfect joy in our hearts we hold,

A joy that the world cannot defile ;
We trade carth's dross for the purest gold,

Onee in a while.
—— Nizon Waterman.

Dur Gontributors,

“‘ “I'hen.they that feared the Lord spake often onetoanother:
and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remem-
brance was written before him for {hem that feared the 1. ord,
and that thought upon his name.””-—-Mal. 3:16

COHRIST THE CENTER OF THE MESSAGE.

BY MRS, E. G¢. WHITE,

Tug third angel’s message calls for the pre-
genfation of the Sabb&th of the fourth command-
ment, and this truth must be brought hefore the
world ; but the great Center of attraction, Jesus
Christ, must not be left out of the third angel’s
message. By many who have. been engaged n
the work for this time, Christ has been made
secondary, and theories and arguments have had
the first place. The glory of God that was re-
vealed to Moses in regard o the divine character
has not been made prominent. The Lord said
to Moses, “I will make all my goodness pass
before thee ¢« And the Lord passed by before
him, and procl,,umed The Lord, the Lord God,
merciful and gracious, long—suﬂ’ering, and abun-
dant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression
and sin, and that will by no means clear the
guilty.”

Avail has seemed to be before the eyes of
many who have labored in the cause, so that
when they presented the law, they have not had
views of Jesus, and have not proclaimed the faet
that, where sin abounded, grace doth much more
abound. It s al bhe cross of Calvary that

mercy and truth meet together, where righteous-
ness and peace kiss each other. The sinner must
ever look toward Calvary; and with the simple
faith of a little chiid, he must rest in the merits
of Christ, accepting his righteousness and be-
lieving in his mercy. Laborers in the cause of
truth should present the rlghteousness of Christ,
not as new light, but as precious hght that has
for a time been lost smht of by the people. We
are to accept Christ as our personal Saviour,
and he imputes unto us the righteousness of (urod
in Christ.  Let us repeat and milke prominent
the truth that John has portrayed :
love, not that we loved God, but that he loved
us, and sult bis Son to be the propitiation for
our sins.

In the love of Grod has been opened the most
marvelous vein of precious truth, and the treas-
ures of the grace of Christ are laidfopcn before
the church and the world. ¢ For God so loved
the world, that he gave his ouly begotfen Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not per-
ish, bul have everlasting life.””  What love is
this,— what marvelous, unfathomable love!—
that would lead Christ 1o die for us while we werce
yeb sinners.  What a loss 1t is to Lhe soul who
understands the strong) cliims of the law, and
who yel fails {0 und erstand the U)ﬂub of bhnst
which doth much more abound! 1t is true thai
the law of God reveals the love of God when 1t is
preached as the truth in Jesus; for the gift of
Christ to this gniity world must be largely dwelt
upon in every discourse. It is no wonder that
hearts have not been melled by the truth, when
it has been presented in a cold and lifeless
manner. No wonder faith has staggered at the
promises of God, when ministers and workers
have failed to present Jesus in his relation to the
law of God. How often should they have
assured the people that ¢“He that spared not

| his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how

ghall he not with him also freely give us all
things 7’

Satan is defermined that men shall not see the
love of God, which led him to give his only
begotten Son to save the lost race; for it is the
goodness of God that leads men to repentance.
O, how shall we succeed in setting forth before
the world the deep, precious love of God? In
no other way can we compass it than by exclaim-
ing, ¢“Behold, what manner of love the Father
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called
the sons of God”’ ! Let us say to sinners, ¢ Be-
hold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the
sin of the world!”’ By presenting Jesus as the
representalive of the Father, we shall be able
to dispel the shadow that Ssitan has cast upon
our pathway, in order that we shall not see the
mercy and love of God’s lnexpress;lb]e love as
manifested in Jesus Christ.

Look at the cross of Calvary. It is a stand-
ing pledge of the boundless love, the measureless
mercy, of the heavenly Iumthm O that all
might repent and do their first works. When
the churches do this, they will love God su-
plemely and their neighbors as themselves.
Ephraim will not envy Judah, and Judah will not
vex Ephraim. Divisions will then be healed,
the harsh sounds of strife will no more be hem‘d

in the Dorders of Israel. Through the grace

<« Herein 1s

freely given them of God, all will seek to answer
the prayer of Christ, that his disciples should be
ono, even as e and the Father are one, Pecace,
love, mercy, and benevolence will be the abid-
ing principles of the soul. The love of Churist
will be the theme of every tongue, and it will no
more be said by the true Witness, ¢TI have some-
what against thee, because thou hast left thy
first love.”” The people of God will be abiding

| in Chlirist, the love of Jesus will be revealed,

and one Spirit will animate all hearts, regenerat-
ing and renewing all in the image of Christ,
fashioning all hearts alike. As living branches
of the true Vine, all will be united to Christ,
the living head. Christ will abide in every
heart, guiding, comforting, sanctifying, and
presenting to the world the unity of the fol-
lowers of Jesus, thus bearing testimony that
the heavenly credentials are supplicd to the
remnant church. In the oneness of Christ’s
church it will be proved that God sent his only
begotten Son into the world.

When God’s people are one in the unily of
the Spirit,“all of Pharisecism, all of self-right-
cousness, which was the sin of the Jewish nation,
will be expelled from all hearts. The mold of
Christ will be upon each mdividual member of
bis body, and his onpk will be new botlles into
Whlbh he can pour his new wine, and the new
wine will not break the bottles. (arod will make
known the mystery which hath been hidden for
ages. He will make known what are the “‘riches
of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles ;
which 1s Christ in you the hope of glory: whom
we preach, warning every man, and teaching
every man in all Wxsdom that we may plescnt
evory man perfect in (/hlist Jesus : whereunto
I also labor, striving according fo his working,
which worketh in me mightily.”

Jesus came to impart to the human soul the
Holy Spirit, by which the love of God 1s shed
abroad 1n the heart ; but 1t is impossible to endow
men with the Holy Spirit, who arc set in their
1deas, whose doctrines are all stereotyped and
unchangeable, who are walking after the fradi-
tions and commandments of men, as were the
Jews in the time of Christ. They were very
punctilious m the observances of the church, very
rigorous 1n following their forms, but they were
destitute of vitality and religious devotion.
They were represented by Christ as like the dry
skins which were then used as bottles.  The gos-
pel of Christ could not be placed in their hearts ;
for there was no room to contain it.  They could
not be the new bottles into which he eould ponr
liis new wine.  Christ was obliged to seck else-
where than among the scribes’and the Pharisecs
for bottles for his doetrine of truth and lLife. Ile
must find men who were willing to have regenera-
tion of heart. He came to give to men new
hearts. He said, ¢* A new heart also will T give
you.””  But the self-righteous of that day and
of this day feel no need of having a new heart.
Jesus passed by the seribes and the Pharisees, for
they felt no nced of a Saviour. They were
wedded to forms and ceremonics. These serv-
ices had been instituted by Christ; they had
been full of vitality and spiritual beauty ; but
the Jews had lost the spiritual life from their

ceremontes, and clung to the dead forms afier
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spiritual life was extinet among them. When
they departed from the requirements and com-
mandments of God, they sought to supply the
place of that which they had lost, by multi-
plying their own requirements, and making more
rigorous demands than had God; and the more
rigid they grew, the less of the love and Spirit
of God they manifested. Christ said to the
people: ¢¢The scribes and the Pharisees sit
in Moses’ seat: all therefore whatsoever they
bid you observe, that observe and do; but do
ye not after their works : for they say, and do
not. For they bind heavy burdens and grievous
to be borne, and lay them on men’s shoulders;
but they themselves will not move them with one
of their fingers. But all their works they do
for to be seen of men: they make broad their
phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of therwr
garments, and love the uppermost rooms at feasts,
and the chief seats in the synagogues, and greet-
ings in the markets, and to be called of men,
Rabbi, Rabbi. . . . Woe unto you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint
and anise and cummin, and have omitted the
weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy,
and faith : these ought yc to have done, and not
to leave the other undone.”

The remnant church is called to go through
an experience similar to that of the Jews; and
the true Witness, who walks up and down in the
midst of the seven golden candlesticks, has a
solemn message to bear to his people. He says:
“I have somewhat against thee, because thou
hast left thy first love. Remember thereforc
from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do
the first works; or else I will come unto thee
quickly and will remove thy candlestick out of
his place, except thou repent.”’ The love of
God has been waning in the church, and as a
result, the love of self has sprung up into new
activity, With the loss of love for God there has
come the loss of love for the brethren. The
church may meet all the description that is given
of the Ephesian church, and yet fail in vital
godliness. Of them Jesus said, ‘T know thy
works, and thy labor, and thy patience, and how
thou canst not bear them which are evil: and
thou hast tried them which say they are apostles,
and are not, and hast found them liars: and
hast borne, and hast patience, and for m
name’s sake hast labored, and hast not fainted.
Nevertheless T have somewhat against thee, be-
cause thou hast left thy first love.”

A, legal religion has been thought quite the
correct religion for this time. But it is a mis-
take. The vebuke of Christ to the Pharisees is
applicable to those who have lost from the heart
their first love. A cold, legal religion can never
lead souls to Christ ; for it is a loveless, Christ-
less religion. When fastings and prayers are
practiced in a self-justifying spirit, they are
abominable to God. The solemn assembly for
worship, the round of religious ceremonies, the
external humiliation, the imposed sacrifice,—all
proclaim to the world the testimony that the
doer of these things congiders himself righteous.
These things eall attention to the observer of
rigorous duties, saying, This man is entitled to
heaven. But 1t is all a deception. Works will
not buy for us an entrance into heaven. The
one great Offering that has been made is ample
for all who will believe. The love of Christ will
animate the believer with new life. He who
drinks from the water of the fountain of life,
will be filled with the new wine of the kingdom.
Faith in Christ will be ‘the means whercby the
right spirit and motive will actuate the believer,
and all goodness and heavenly-mindedness will
proceed from him who looks unto Jesus, the
author and finisher of his faith. Look up to
God, look not to men. God is your heavenly
Father who is willing patiently to bear with your
infirmities, and to forgive and heal them. ¢ This
is life eternal, that they might know thee the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou
hast sent.” By beholding Christ, you will

become changed, until you will hate your former
pride, your former vanity and self-esteem, your
self-righteousness and unbelief. You will cast
these sins aside as a worthless burden, and walk
humbly, meekly, trustfully, before God. You
will practice love, patience, gentleness, goodness,
mercy, and every grace that dwells in the child
of God, and will at last find a place among the
sanctified and holy.

HASTENING THE COMING OF THE LORD.

BY C. G. KELSEA.

(Battle Creek, Mich,)

In reviewing God’s dealings 1n all ages with
the people . whom he has chosen as the depositaries
of his law and his name, one cannot but be im-
pressed with his long-suffering, love, and mercy.
In the plan of salvation, God might have com-
mitted to angels the work of proclaiming the
gospel ; but while they are undoubtedly present
to bless and direct the work, he has seen fit, in
his wisdom, to intrust its actual promulgation to
men. And whenever he has called out an indi-
vidual or a nation, it has been with the design
that the knowledge of his goodness, love, and
mercy should be communicated to others, thus
eventually enlightening the whole world in regard
to the plan of salvation.

But how sad is the record! ¢¢And the chil-
dren of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord.”’
Apostasy all the way through!  Yet, whenever
they turned to God, and sought him with the
whole heart, he was always found of them.

But, in justice to the world, there must be a
limit to God’s forbearance.  Although ¢¢the
long-suffering of God waited in the days of
Noah,” the limit was finally reached, and the
people were destroyed by a flood, only Noah
and his family remaining. In the case of the
Israelites, al%hough therr kingdom was taken
from themn, the limit of God’s forbearance was
not reached until just before Christ’s crucifixion,
when, mourning over Jerusalem, he said: ¢¢ O
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the proph-
ets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee,
how often would I have gathered thy children
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens
under her wings, and ye would not!  Behold,
your house 18 left unio you desolate.”’  Madtt.
23 :37, 38. From that time the work of God
was taken from the Jews as a nation, and given
into other hands.

Coming down through the centuries since the
time of Christ, through the apostasy of the
early church and the long, bloody persecutions
which followed, we come to a time wlen God is
about to close up the great controversy between
truth and error.

At the time of Christ’s first advent, the chief
priests and doctors of the law, who of all others
should have known from the Scriptures of that
event, were not ready to receive him. So also
when the time arrived for the proclamation of
the first angel’s message, those who skould have
known from the prophecies that the second com-
ing of Christ was near, were asleep, and knew
not the day of their visitation. But God raised
up faithful men, who fearlessly proclaimed the
warning, ‘¢ Fear God, and give glory to him; for
the hour of his judgment is come.”’

But again there was a failure, in one sense.
The greater part of those who participated in
the first and second messages would not receive
the third message. On this point, I quote from
¢t Great Controversy,”” Vol. IV., p. 457:—

«If all who had labored unitedly in the work in 1844
had received the third angel’s message, and proclaimed
it in the power of the Holy Spirit, the Lord would have
wrought mightily with their efforts. A flood of light
would have been shed upon the world. Years ago the
inhabitants of the earth would have been warned,
the closing work completed, and Christ would have come
for the redemption of his people.

And farther on, in the same connection : —

“It was not the will of God that the coming of
Christ should be so long delayed. . . . As they refused
to do the work which he had appointed them, others
were raised up to proclaim the message. JIn mercy to
the world, Jesus delays his coming, that sinners may
have an opportunity to hear the warning, and find in
him a shelter before the wrath of God shall be poured
out.”

This was written several years ago, and as
Jesus st¢ll delays his coming, the solemn ques-
tions that shoulll come to every individual, espe-
cially Seventh-day Adventists, are, Am 7 delaying
his coming? Am I doing all T can to warn sin-
ners of the awful judgments that are soon to be
visited upon those who finally reject the Saviour?

Not only upon the ministry but upon every
one who has received the light of the truth,
rests the solemn responsibility of proclaiming the
message.

Jesus waits,—“ompatiently” waits, as the
testimony came last winter,— that his chosen
people may carry the last warning message to the
world. What a solemn thought! The Majesty
of heaven waiting upon sinful man !

But, as before seen, there is a limit even to
the forbearance of God. ¢‘Something great and
decisive is to take place, and that right early.
I any delay, the character of God and his
throne will be compromised.” —¢¢ Special Test/-
mony to Ministers,” p. 38. -

From these statements, it is evident that the
time is fully come when the Lord cannot in
justice wait longer. He ‘‘hath made bare his
holy arm in the eyes of all the nations,” and the
message will go, even though the stones of the
ground are made to proclaim it. His Spirit is
moving upon the hearts of men in all parts of
the world, leading them into the truth, and we
know not how soon ¢‘he will finish the work, and
cut it short in righteousness.”’

But how will it be with those who neglect the
work intrusted to them? ¢“Son of man, I have
set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel;
therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth,
and warn them from me. When I say unto the
wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely dic;
if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from
his way, that wicked man shall die in his in-
wuity; but Aés blood will I require at thine
hand.” Ezek. 33: 7, 8.

““ Watchman, what of the night? . . . The
watchman said, The morning cometh, and also
the night.”” Yes, the morning cometh; and
with the eye of faith the sunlight can almost be
seen glistening upon the domes and spires of the
eternal city. But O, the night cometh also.
Not only will it come to those who knowingly
reject Christ, but 1t will come to thousands who
are dying daily without the knowledge of the
truth as it is in Jesus. What a fearful respon-
sibility rests upon those to whom the Lord has
given the light of present truth! The com-
mand comes to God’s people, ¢¢ Arise, shine; for
thy light is come.”” Well may they heed the
Saviour’s injunction, ‘Walk while ye have the
light, lest darkness come upon you.”

On the other hand, while it is evident that the
Lord will not longer permit man to delay the
closing work of the gospel, can it not be Aas-
tened ?— Certainly it can. As truly as God would
have wrought mightily for those connected with
the first and second messages, and cut short the
work, 1f they had advanced in the light, so now,
if those upon whom the light: of the third angel’s
message is shining will ‘“arise,’’ the glory of the
Lord will be seen upon them, his power will be
manifested in and through them, and the whole
earth soon lightened with his glory. This idea
is well expressed by the apostle Peter, in refer-
ring to the events connected with the second com-
ing of Christ: ‘“Looking for and hasting unto
the coming [¢¢ hasting the coming,”” margin] of
the day of God.” 2 Peter 3: 12,

‘* Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for
such things, be deligent that ye may be found of
him in peace, without spot, and blameless,”’

—
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¢ And, behold, T eome guickly ; and my reward
is with me, to give every man according as his
work shall be.”’ :

¢‘Te whieh testifieth these things saith, Surely
1 come quickly : Amen. Fven so, come, Lord
Jesus.”’

S

ASHAMED OF JESUS.

BY ALBERT CAREY.
(Acadeny, Mt, Vernon, Ohis.)

Pune,— Rest.”
Asnamup of Jesus ! can it be,
Ashamed of him who died for me ?
Who gave hig soul niy soul 1o save,
And rescue me {rom death and grave ?

Ashamed of Jesus ! O, how sad !
Ashamed of him who for me bled !
‘Who poured his soul in agony

T'o set me, vebel prisner, free!

« Aghamed of me ?” O, yet he pleads;
For me his heart in passion bleeds ;
He cries before my Father’s throne,

< () let my blood, my blood, atone !”

Aghamed of Jesus ! O the scorn

Such love so carelessly to spurn !

The angels weep and hide their (ace
To see ma glight such wondrous grace.

Ashamed of Jesus 72— No ! O, no!
¥or him my own life-bloot shall fow.
He shall my song, my Saviour be —
My triumpl throngh eternity.

PEBBLES.

BY I, A. SMITH,
(London, Fng.)

FATTH AND PRESUMPTION,

Tar language of faith is, <I am erueified
with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me.” Gal. 2:20. ¢In him
we live and move and have owr being.” Aets
17:28. The language of presumption is, I live
without God ; the life is my own.  And he who
does not hesitate to use the language of presump-
tion thinks it would be presumptuous to use the
language of faith.

FAITH AS A GRAIN OF MUSTARD SEED,

The Saviour said that he who had faith as a
grain of mustard seed shounld be able by it to
remove a mountain. This is not saying that a
little inclination to believe, coupled with a good
deal of doubt, will be able to accomplish any-
thing ; but that the smallest word of God has
power enough m it to remove mountains and per-
form all wonders, and that he who truly believes
one such word has the power.

TRYING AND DOING.

“I am trying to keep all God’s eommand-
ments.””  Are you? Then be sure you are not
keeping any of.them. For no one can keep themn
without God ; and with him there is no trying,
but doing. What eonfidence eouldgwe have n
God if the first verse of Gencsisgread, In the
beginning God tried to make the heavens and
the earth? With God there is no doubt, but

perfect assurance. It is only the fiesh that tries.

BELIEVE, THEN SEE.

This is the rule that must be followed n
regard to spiritual truths. Man’s way is, See
first, then believe; and this is the reason that
many do not believe the truths of God’s word.
They want to see in order that {hey inay believe;
when the truth is, they must believe in order
that they may see. Ile who insists on seeing
first, thereby says that he will not believe a
thing beeause God says so, bup beeause he ean
see and comprehend it. But the’ Devil makes
men see a great many things that' are not so.
The Bible rule is, *“ /n thy lght shall we see
light.”” Ps. 36:9. He who does not believe
is not in that light (1 Peter 2 : 9), and is simply
tryiug to see in the darkness, '

THE SECRET PLACE OF THE MOST HIGH.

““He that dwelleth in the sceret plaee of the
Most High shall abide under the shadow of the
Almighty.” Ps. 91:1. This ‘‘seeret plaee”’
is the <‘holy of holies,”” the inner apartment of
the heavenly sanetuary, into whieh we ean enter
even with boldness by the blood of Christ,
through the ‘“new and living way’’ (Heb. 10:

19, 20), and be safe in the day of God’s wrath. |

BEHAVIOR IN THE HOUSE OF GOD.

BY A, SMTPIL
(Grandville, Mich.)

Jusus has sadd: ¢“Where two or three are
gathered together in my name, there am I in the
midst of them.”” Matt. 18:20. The presenee
of Jesus in the assembly of his saints, renders
that place for the time being holy, just as his
presenee in the burning bush at Sinai rendered
that place holy. How mueh more, then, does a
chapel or a hall dedicated to the serviee of God
become saered! When God’s people assemble
in such a plaee, all visiting should be avoided.
Before the services begin, each one shonld go
quietly to his seat, and not indulge in so mueh
as a whisper unless immediate neeessity requires
it.  On faking his seat, each believer should
bow the head in silent prayer. If it is necessary
{o wait awhile for the public services to com-
mence, and any one in the house is inelined to
be chatty, a hymn might be sung, or a short ex-
hortation given.

Children should be taught to remain quietly
in their seat during the serviee. They should
not run about in the house, nor be treated to a
drink of water or a lunch, until the close of the
services, except n eases of unavoidable neees-
sity ; and such necessity very rarely oecurs. Par-
entg often teaeh their ehildren lessons of irrever-
ence for the house of God by needlessl}y indulging
them. : ¢

At the elose of the serviee all eonversation
should be carried on in a low tone of voiee, and
chatting on worldly topies should not be tolerated
in the house of God. There may be persons
present whose hearts have been moved by the
spirit of the meeting, and should they see that
God’s professed people are so full of indifferenee
as lightly to talk of business or social matters,
they wonld be likely to put away their eonvie-
tions. Not until the judgment day may the
professed ehild of God see that a soul has
stumbled over his uneonseerated tongue into per-
dition.

The writer has heard professors of religion
talk before and after meeting about raising hogs,
setting hens, ete. Such talk is an nsult to the
saeredness of the place. In some ehurehes dur-
ing intermission the noise is so great that. it is
necessary to eall to order with a loud voice, in
order to eommence meeting. Such ehurehes need
sharp diseipline on the point of proper behavior
in the house of God. The eonfusion that some-
times prevails at our annual eamp-meetings is an
aggregation of that whieh exists in our indi-
vidual ehurehes at home, and is a shame to us as
a people.

Doubtless the best way to begin the mueh-
needed reform upon this point would be for the
leading and most consecrated members of each
ehurch to agree upon rules of eonduet in the
house of God, and, by example and wise, judieious
rebuke, win others to good behavior. Observe
propriety of conduet without feeling the restraint
of rigid rules, and the ehildren will soon fall
into line. I have seen even a ehild walk on tip-
toe in the meeting-house beeause older persons
had done so to avoid the noise of heavy footfalls.
The praetice of bowing the head, or kneeling in
silent prayer on entering the pew, as the minister
does on entering the desk, if not made a burden-
some and formal rite, is an exeellent help to sell-
discipline and a worthy example to all.

The ehapter on ¢‘Behavior in the House of
God,” in ¢ Testimony for the Chureh,”” Vol
XXXITIL, p. 19, ought to be read and studied,
and put to praetiee in our home ehurches. Its
benefieent influenee would then be carried up to
our annual eonvoeations, and the Lord would
erown sueh meetings with .great blessings.

THE ARMOR.

BY MRS, A, W. HTRALD,
{ Windham, Vt.)

Tar Christian eourse is ever represented as o
warfare, and we, as soldiers of the cross, are ex-
horted to ¢‘fight the good fight of faith.”” Paul,
in his letter to the Ephesians, nrges the brethren,
in view of the eonflict before them, to ¢‘take
unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be
able to withstand in the evil day.”” The girdle
of truth, the ¢‘breastplate of righteousness,”’
the sandals of ¢ the preparation of the gospel of
peaee,” the <¢shield of faith,”’ the ¢‘helmet of
salvation,”’ the ¢‘gword of the Spirit,’’— these
all await the Christian’s demand., Clad in this

invincible armor, he may with confidence go

forth to the eonfliet; yet the vietory is of God,
and ean be won only by ¢¢praying always,”” and
“watehing thereunto with all perseverance ;”’
for our warfare is not alone against flesh and
blood, but against the powers of darkness,
against wieked spirits in heavenly plaees.

In aeeordanee with these words of the aposile,
the experienee of God’s people in the last days
is thus deseribed in <*Early Writings:”’ <1 saw
some with strong faith and agonizing eries plead-
ing with God.”” ¢t Evil angels crowded around,
pressing darkness upon them, to shut out Jesus
from their view,”’ that they might be led to dis-
trust and murmur against God. ¢*Their only
safety was in keeping their eyes direeted upward.
Angels of God had eharge over his people, and
as the poisonons atmosphere of evil angels was.
pressed around these anxious ones, the heavenly
angels were eontinually wafting their wings over
them to seatter the thick darkness.”’

But those who were thus seen weeping dnd
praying with agony of spirit are again brought
to view: ¢‘The company of guardian angels
around them had been doubled, and they were
elothed with an armor from their head {o their
feet. They moved in exaet order, like a eom-
pany of soldiers.” These were now heard to
speak forth the truth with great power and effeet.
Many who have hungered and thirsted for the
truth were held baek by friends and relatives,
but now all fear was gone, and they eagerly
hastened to aecept the blessed truth. To them
‘it was dearer and more preeious than life,”
and they, too, fell into the ranks. When asked
the meaning of this great ehange, ‘‘an angel
answered, It is the latter rain, the refreshing
from the presenee of the Lord, the loud cry of
the third angel.”

Thus, dear friends, we are taught that the
toud ery cannot go forth in its fulness. till the
ehurch herself 1s purified and set free from
unholy influenees, clothed with the gospel armor,
and guarded by angelie battalions. There s
yet another thought in this eonnection: ¢¢The
numbers of this company had lessened. Some
had been shaken out, . . . and were left behind
in darkness, and their places were immediately
filled by others.” God’s work will go onj if
we do not strive and agonize as valiant soldiers
of the eross, wearing the armor, and partaking
of the divine power, we shall fail of victory.
My brother, my sister, <¢Hold that fast which
thou hast, that no man take thy crown.”

<O watch, and fight, and pray!
The battle ne’er give o'er;

Renew it boldly every day,
And help divine implore.”

— To flalter is to lie. Therefore flatter not.
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The Mission Jfield.

‘‘ Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters.”’—Isa. 32:20.

SABBATH-KEEPERS AND SUNDAY LAWS
IN SWITZERLAND.

It was not long after we began working on’

Sunday as on other working days in our Basle
publlshmg house until a pohcem an eame into the
office one Sunday, and called our attention to the
fact that we were violating the Sunday law. We
took pains to explain to him our position and
the reason why we worked. He listened attent-
wely, and in a very fnendly manner replied that

we were entirely correct in our position; still he

was under oath to report all violations of the
law, and would have to report our work.

In a few days a notice from the police in-
formed us that we were fined twenty francs ($4)
for working on Sunday without permission.
We p\omptly returned the notice, ‘stating that
we did not submit to the fine. This led to the
4pp01ntment of a time for a heamng in the police
court, giving us an opportunity to show why we
did not submit to the fine. At the appointed
hour, the writer appeared for the house, as the
director is personally held accountable before the
law.” After the usual preliminaries, the judge
asked on what ground we refused to pay the
fine. I replied that we did nol pay it because
we had a right to worlk,—— permission and even
a command to do so. The court then asked
where we obtained our permission to work on
this day. Hereupon, I drew a German Bible
from my pocket, and turning to Exodus 20, was
about to read verses ¢ and 10 when the judge
asked for the Bible and the reference. e then
read, ‘‘Six days shalt thou labor,”” and closing
the Bible without reading further, replied that
he still remembered that much of s Bible;
and without giving me opportunity to speak
further, proceeded to state that the case could
not be appealed, but we could enter complaint
against the fine as unjust in the court of ap-
peals, and in this manner the case might go up
to the supreme court. He then dismissed the
case.

The manner in which the hearing was con-
ducted, indicated quite clearly that the matter
had been previously cousidered by the court;
they seemed to know that we would not submit to
the fine. On several occasions, I have discussed
our position and attitude in regard to Sunday
laws, union of Church and State, ete., with the
lawyer who attends to our legal affairs ; and 1t is
quite evident that he has talked with the authori-
ties about our work and position.

This lawyer did all he could to persuade us
not to withstand the authorities, as this would
in his opinion lead to endless and mecurable diffi-
culfies. Ie said, *“You are known as. quiet,
law-abiding people, and have a good name; but
if you rebel against the authorltles, you w111
soon destroy your good name and the esteem
which you now enjoy.”” I replied that our good
name depended more upon our obeying God than
man ; and that if the eity of Basle punished us
with fineg for keeping the commandments of God,
it would thereby hurt its good name more than
ours. If the facts werc made known, we were
sure that many could see that such a course was
nothing but religious persecutlon and we should
by no means leave our printing-office to lie idle,
but should use it to circulate the facts. To this
he replied, ““It’s a fatal affair.”’

Quite recently, our lawyer has been appointed
as one of the judges ; hence he may yet have to
sit on our cage. Thus, at least one of fhe
judges will have a knowledge of our position.
Tu a recent conversation, he scemed quile desir-
ous to learn more about how Sunday supplanted
the Sabbath, and stated that he would have to

read up on the question. 1 shall take pains fo

supply him with Ieadlng Like nearly all the
Swiss of education, he is able to read the English.
Last week he Went to Bern, the capital, on busi-
ness, and took oceaston to speak with one of the
judges of the supreme court about our position.
From the conversation, the lawyer gathered that
there was little hope of succeeding by appealing
to the supreme court.

Religious freedom is guaranteed by the fed-
eral constitution; but there are already several
decisions of the supreme court on record to the
end that Sunday laws do not infringe the rights
of conscience,

The police court confirmed our ﬁne, and 1n
case we do not carry it to the supreme court, and
gain a favorable decision, we will be held to pay
the fine. Sixty days’ time is allowed, after
which the fine will be collected by sheriff’s sale,
if not Willingly paid before. The notice states
twenty francs’ fine, or in case of inability to pay,
four days’ imprisonment ; we shall certainly not
voluntarily pay the ﬁne, for thereby we would
assent to 1t as just. We do not yet know what
course will be pursued in our case, but as we have
means, it is quite likely that they will collect
the fine by force.

Some of our brethren in Basle and vicinity
have ceased to send their children to school on
the Sabbath, For this, one has already been
called before the police court. He was kindly
treated and given an opportunity to give the
reasons for not sending his children. The judge
imposed the lowest line possible, two francs
(about forty cents), and advised him fo send his
children to a private school. A report of the
case appeared next day in the dailies. The
leading one stated that, now that the difficulties
with the Salvation Army are past, the waters are
troubled by the Adventists, who in their zeal re-
fuse to submit to the school-law by not sending
their children to school on Saturday. The judge
fined the man, and told him that the Bible was
no more to be taken literally, but that he should
go to the cxty officials to learn its meaning!

To avord difficulties, two families of our peo-
ple have moved to the canton of Baselland,
where the school-law grants six half days of
absence per month. As school holds only till
Saturday noon, making but four half days’
school on the Sabbath per month, our people
can here readily avoid sending their children on
the Sabbath, without infringing the law. But
to their surprise, they met the same difficulty
here as elsewhere, the authorities refusing to
excuse the children, holding that the law was
not made for any such purpose. The parents
were cited to appear before the city council.
Brother Erzenberger, the first called, was treated
very disrespectfully, but he responded kindly,
and gave them some solid truths to think about.
The second called was treated more favorably.
The brethren appealed first to the law of God,
and secondly to the law of the canton. The
cases have not yet been finally disposed of ; but
the teachers show theiwr ill-will in maltreating
the children, in making fun of their religion
before the school, and by whipping them with
scarcely any prefext.

In one of the Catholic cantons, a brother was
fined six francs for Sunday work. He refused
to pay the fine, and allowed the case to go u
higher. Recently his case was heard before the
district court of the canton, which confirmed the
fine ; it will next go to the supreme court of the
canton, then to the supreme court of the federa-
tion, and lastly to the legislative assembly, in
case the decision of the lower courts is not re-
versed before.

Thus, at the present, five cases are pending,
~—two for Sunday work, and three for refusing
to send children to school on the Sabbath. We
can expect nothing else than serious difficulties ;
but we know {lal the Master, whose cause it is,
can guide o all Lo his glory and the advance-
ment of the truth. H. P. Horsgr.

Basle, Fob. 16.

Spegial Ientioy,

LEGISLATIVE ASSUMPTION AND
PATERNALISM.

They Received a Rebuke by the Supreme Court of
Minnesota.

TaE supreme court of this Stale lus recently
handed down two very important decisions; the
first, a vindication of the rights of tlie individual
m his person and property against unlawful
seizures and disturbance; the second, a rebuke -
to the spirit of paternalism.

It will be remembered that last winter,
through the legislature of the Btate, the people
sought to find, if possible, some redress from
the burdens of an alleged coal combine. A com-
mittee was appointed to investigate, that, in its
frantic efforts to secure the evidences, supposed
to be in the hands of one J. J. Rhodes, as
secretary of the combine, entered the private
office of said Rhodes, and forcibly seized books,
papers, etc.

Mr. Rhodes appealed to the courts, and sued
the committee for personal damages to the
amount of $50,000. The legislature at once
made an appropriation for a sufficient amount to
secure them from all personal damages, and were
egged on by a wave of populism and thirst for
power, to forget that they, as lawmalkers, were
themselves amenable to law and must proceed
lawfully.

It was claimed at the time that if such pro-
ceedings were to be tolerated, ¢‘then anarchy is
king. The strong may devour the weak, and
courts and law and constitutions are worse than a

| mockery, and the dangers of the people have

but just begun.”” It will also be remembered
that, all of a sudden, when the pnblic was
on the tiptoe of expectation that some of
its burdens might be lightened, the commit-
tee disappeared from public view, and so re-
main to this day. They simply made a dash,
and — was the boodle of the combine too tempt-
ing? The people cannot make answer. They
do know that no report was made, and that
the price of coal remains stationary. And now
the people are asked to pay Mr. Rhodes the
sum of $3500, which is the amount of damages
assessed by the courts.

But the decision is tlmely, and will no doubt
serve as a check to the usurpation of power in
the future, and will serve as a barrier, for a time
at least, against legislative tyranny, and defend
the rights of the individual to be secure against
unlawful searches and seizures, even by a legis-
lative committee. The Pioneer Press of Jan. 5,
in speaking of this right, has well said : «If a
legislature could violate it at pleasure; if with-
out the intervention of courts or the observance
of legal forms, it could send its committees and
officers to any citizen’s place of business, and
carry away his books despite his resistance, then
the courts and the reign of law might as well be
abolished altogether, and the American state be
placed under the guidance of a revolutionary
assembly and ‘a committee of safety, with full
power of life and death.” The movement
against the combine was a good and a just oue,
but it has received a severe blow by the extra-
logal methods of 1ls friends.

Another act of the same Jegislalure, under the
influence of the same wave of popuhsm, was to
cnact what is called the ¢¢State elevator law.’’
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This provided that the State of Mnnwsot‘) should
build and operate certain grain elevators, begin-

a mammoth concern at Duluth, for

ning with
which a certain sum was to be appropriated.

The supreme court of the State decided this
law to be unconstitutional, in a case brought by
H. Rippe to restrain the commissioners from
building such elevators, Judge Mitchel ren-
dered th(‘ opinion, and argued that such a law
wonld lead to startling 10@11“@, for if, in the ex-
ereise of the police power of the State, it may
build and operate one elevator al one point, it
may build and operate a score at {he same point,
and may also build and operato one or more at
any aud all points where grain is raised to be
stored and handled. On the same grounds, if
the railroads and hackmen, or brokers and saloon
men, and so on ad libitum should fail to accom-
modate the public, or overcharge, then the State,
under this law, in the exercise of its police pow-
ers, might engage i any and all kinds of busi-
ness, il everything would center in the State.
The legislature wonld also have unlimited power
to embark, at the expense and in behalf of the
State, in any business or enterprise it sees fif,
which is not actnally prohibited by the Constitu-
tion.  The police powers of the State are to reg-
ulate, nol to engage i traunsaction of busmess
The judge \ntmlly said that the people could
have State socialism, if they desired ; for the
But they could not have 1t
The

people arc supreme.
except by a change of the
Constitution forbids it.

The decision is an impressive one, and the
papers say that it “¢will arouse the people to a
sense of their duty and their danger. It is not
merely the elevator project, but a whole brood
of political heresics whieh this decision strangles
relentlessly.”’

Jonstitntion.

It certainly is a statesmanhke doemon, full

of sound Ameriean principles. But will it
‘“ronse the people to a sense ol their duty,” or
of ¢“iheir danger’’? Wholly absorbed in their
greed for gain and lust for pleasnre, will they pass
on till all their rights will ¢“expire in a convul-
sion’’? And as to the strangling of these ¢ po-
litical hevesies,”” they are not so ensily destroyed.
The air is full of them. Their name is legion,
while they multiply by spawning; so that,
even though they are rebuked by sound Ameri-
can principles, there is little hope for the future.
Were it not so, we would hope that the supreme
court of Minnesota would always be actnated hy
American ideas whenever a ease should rise affect-
ing the rights of the people.

H. K. PuxrLrs,

IS CRIME ON THE INCREASE OR
DECREASE ?

Tr the doetrine of the conversion of the world
be true, erime onght to be on the decrease ; bul,
alas! such is not “19 case, as will be (l&nly seen
by a statement made in a paper read before the
Conference of State Charilies, entitled, ‘¢Juve-
nile Crime.””  The article is published in full in

the Northwestern Chronicle, under date of Feb.

2, 1893, The slatement ig as follows: «“In
1850 therc was only one eriminal to 3500 popu-
lation ; in 1893, there was one criminal to 645
of our population.”’

These statistics show how rapidly crime has
incveased during the brief period of forty-three
years. To make it clear, let us classify the peo-
ple of 1850 into divisions of 3500 each. We
find only one criminal iu each division. Now if

we (ﬂassﬂy the populatmn of 1895 into divigions
containing the same nnmber each (of conrse there
would be many more divisions), instead of find-
ing but one eriminal in each division, as in 1850,
we would find five, and then have a few left, as
there would be almost six to each 3500 people.
This 1s almost a sextuple ratio of increase of
crime in excess of the increase of the population.
It is a marked commentary on the text in 2 Tim.
8:13: ““But ewil men and sedwcers shall wax
worse and worse, decelving, and being deceived.”’

The causes of erime may be set forth, and the

remedy prescribed, as is the case in the article |

referred to above, as it appeared in the Chron-
icle,; but this will not stay the tide of crime. It
will steadily increase until the consummation of
earthly things ; for the Scriptures plainly declare
that ¢¢evil men and seducers shall wax worse
? Then the perpctrators of evil will
be rewarded according to their works, and swept
nto oblivion. E. Huriazo.

and worse.

A COSTLY RELIGION.

Taar scripture which says, ¢The poor always
ye have with you,”” does not probably apply to
those churches in which sittings can be secured
for cash down. Aeccording fo an extract going
the rounds of the papers from the London,
Eng., Tid-Bits, the pews in St. Peter’s church
of that city rent for £2000; those in Portman
chapel, £1700; Christ’s church, Paddington,
L1750 ; 8t. Paul’s, Knightsheidge, £1200 ; St.
George’s, Hanover Square, over £1000; St.
Michael’s church, London, £1200; Emmanuel

church, Streatham, £1210 ; Emmanuel church,’

Hove, £1400, and Christ’s church, Cheltonhamn,
£1000,

The pew rents of two west-end London
ehurches ; namely, All-Baints, Norfolk Square,
and S8t. Panl’s, Onslow Square, 8. W., are
higher than any others in the country, as the in-
come of the incumbents depends entirely thereon.
Individual sittings in the St. John’s Wood syn-
agogue cost from twelve to fifteen pounds each,
and the great Portland street synagogue even
more than that.

In view of this 1t is persumable that the man
or woman in humble apparel, and not possessed
of the gold ring, would do well to consult James
2:2, 3, hefore gntelmo, and look for a less pre-
tenhonq place of worship elsewhere.

M. B. D.

RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE.

A BinnL has been introduced into Congress for
the purpose, as the newspapers tersely put it, of
¢ putting God in the Constitution.”” Half a
dozen ¢¢divines”’ ave lobbying and buttonholing
congressmen in the interests of this bill. But
the question 1s; Which God is wanted in the
Joustitution —a Presbyterian God, a Methodist
God, a Baptist God, a Congregational God, a
Catholie God, a Unitarian God, a Jewish God,
or a Mobammedan God? Until this point is de-
cided, it would be folly to put God in the Consti-
tution. Besides, Grod neversolicited the clerical
gentlemen who are carrying on this work to put
his name in the Constitution. Therefore their
work is wholly unauthorized. These men in
black forget that this 1s not a religious, but a
business government. It has no more right to
recognize an article of religious belief than it has
to teach a Particular religion, . The moment the
government dabbles in religion, or 1ecogn1zes 1t
n any manner, it goes out of its province and
usurps functlons that properly belong to the

)

amlly zmd should bhe left to every person’s eon-
science,  [f the Constifution were to recognize
religion or any of its various articles, it would
not be long until religions fanatics wonld be
appealing fo the government to stuff some ve-
ligion down the throats of the people.  Some
people don’t know the meaning of {olerance.
Their idea of liberty is the liberty to force their
opinions on others. But the public schools
and the dissemination of selentific literature
have made the success of this fanatical relig-
ious program impossible. The action of these
fanatics, however, shows what they would do if

| they had the power. — Cleveland Citizen.

BANEKRUPT EUROPE.

[ExtracT from an article in the London Dadly
Telegraph, January, 1894,

‘¢ Looking the Continent all round, it cannot
be denied that the state of things as rcgards the
welfare of the people and the national balance-
sheets is sorely unsatisfactory. Of course one
chief and obvious reason for this is that armed
peace which weighs upon Europe like a night-
mare, and has turned the whole Continent into a
standing camp. Look at Germany alone,— that
serious and sober empire! The Army Budget
there has risen from £17,500,000 sterling in
1880, to £28,500,000 in 1893. The increase
under the new Army Defense Act adds £3,000,-
000 sterling a year to the colossal mass of
Germany’s defensive armor.  France has strained
her strength to the same point of P10x1mate
collapse to match her mighty rival. It is need-
less to_point out the terrible part which these
war insurances bear in the present popular distress
of Kurope. Not merely do they abstract from
profits and earnings the vast sums which buy
powder and shot and build barracks, but they
take from the ranks of indusiry at the commence-
ment of their manly force, millions of young
workmen, who are also lost for the same periods
to the family and the reinforcement of popula~
tions. Nature, and the seasons, and embarrass-
ments about si]ver and gold, are not to blame for
the impoverishment of what we call Christendom.
The bitter and un-Christian spirit of the blood-
feud 1s to blame—— the savage instinet of mutual
animosity not uprooted yet from the hosom of
what we falsely style < civilization.”

THE EXTERMINATION OF THE MOSQUITO.

L. O, Howarp writes in Insect Life, Decem-
ber, 1893, an account of a successful attempt to
prevent a scourge of mosquitos. All who have
tried killing these pests by holding a saucer of
kerosene under them, know how powerfully the
vapor acts upon them, Following this clue, Mr.
Howard suggested last year that an attempt be
made on a large scale to destroy the larve of the
insects in the marshes where they breed; and an
effort was made to try the experiment in West-
chester county, N. Y., bnt the interest aroused
there was not sufficient. Last June, however,
a dweller near Washington, D. C., whose house
had usually been plagued with mosquitos, de-
termined to put Mr. Howard’s plan to the test.
Satisfying himself that the insects bred in a mill-
pond and adjoining marshy land about an eighth
of a mile from his home, he sprayed the surface,
about 4000 square feet, with crude petroleum,
fifteen gallons sufficing for the purpose. Three
weeks afterward, the layer of oil was still per-
ceptible, and no trace of larvie remained, while
the surface was strewn with dead insects, includ-
ing many female mosquitos, During the suc-
ceeding summer only a few mosquitos visited
the house, and the total price of this immunity
was $1.70 in money and about two hours’ labor.
A similar experiment has been tried twice with
like success in Long Island towns. Mr. Howard
claims no especial originality for his method, but
he is certainly the first to bring it into promi-
nence.— Literary Digest.
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THE TEN LOST TRIBES.

Trosk who are given to much speculation as to
the so-called ¢¢ Ten Lost Tribes’’ of Israel, and
who, with those tribes as a text, are building up
great prophetic schemes and future dispensations
out, of such material as balloons are filled with,
would do well to read an article on this subject
under the head of ‘¢ Biblical Research,’’ in the
New York Jndependent of March 8, 1894, The
field canvassed by the article, and the data from
which 1ts conclusions are derived,~are thus
stated : —

““In the last number of the Journal of the German
Palestine Society, Vol. XVI1., Heft4, P. Asmussen investi-
gates the problem from the standpoint of modern Old
Testament criticism and of the data and facts gleaned
from the cunciform literature of the Euphrates-Tigris
valleys, and reaches conclusions that deserve to be bet-
ter known.”

We have not room for the entire article, but
cannot forbear giving its concluding paragraph,
whiich reads as follows :—

< In reality the ten tribes never werce ‘lost.” The few
people carried away by Tiglath Pilcser form an insignifi-
cant contingent compared with the masses that rcmained.
They could not have constituted one tenth of the peo-
ple.  The deported were not tribes, or larger parts of
tribes, but only individuals, or at most families. These,
indeed, have been ‘lost,” but lost beyond aleast chance of
rediscovery. The tribes as such remained in Canaan, and
absorbed the heathen settlers that were sent in. The divis-
ion into tribes signified little or nothing in later times ; the
division into tribal territory was not regarded. Anna, of
the tribe of Asher, dwells in Jerusalem ; Joseph, the
carpentier, of the tribe of Judah, in Nazareth; Paul, a
Benjamite, in Tarsus ; Barnabas, a Levite, in Cyprus,
cte. In general, the Jew of the New Testament era
knew as little from what tribe he came as does the mod-
crn Jew. Then as now the Jews were cosmopolitan.
Their diaspora was scattered over the entire world.
Everywhere they found they could prosper as well as,
or even better than, in their native land. The endless
wars in Palestine finally destroyed them as a nation alto-
gether in the days of Titus and Hadrian. This great
diaspora embraced representatives of all the tribes of
Isruel,
any doubt, have their descendants. In other words, the
“lost” tribes never bave been, and are not now; <lost,””

THE NO-SABBATH RUNWAY.

Our brethren frequently send us articles on the
Sabbath question from those who advocate the
destruction of the Sabbath by the abolishing of
the law. This is notably the view held by the
denomination called Disciples, and by First-day
Adventists. But those who wish to expose these
views are becoming so numerous, as the agitation
of the Sabbath (uestion increases, that all can-
not find a place in their papers. IHence much
of this teaching is now set forth in private cor-
respondence.

These communications frequently come to us
from those interested, with the request that we
reply to them., We have one before us now, in
which the writer says, ¢ Now I do not profess to
keep the fourth commandment, any more than I

profess to keep the Passover or the law for tithes

and offerings.”’

While we appreciate the motives of those who
send communications of this kind to this Office,
we would suggest a better way to treat them.
The words above referred to reveal the fatal mis-
apprehension existing in the minds of probably
nine hundred and ninety-nine out of every thou-

Among modern Jews all these tribes, without'

sand who take the no-Sabbath ground. Every
one of them confounds the two laws. They try
to tangle the moral and ceremonial up into one
bewildering maze, obliterating all distinction be-
tween them, and making out of the two systems,
one indivisible whole. And then, finding in the
New Testament the indubitable proof that some
law was blotted out, nailed to the cross, and
taken out of the way, they apply it to their
false conglomeration, and say, ¢ There goes
your Sabbath ; and we are not under obligation
to keep it, any more than we are to keep the
Passover.”’ ' ‘

A good mole-trap 18 a good remedy against
moles ; aud the truth of the distinction between
the two laws, the moral and the ceremonial sys-
tem, 18 the best remedy against those theolog-
ical moles, who, in their burrowing blindness,
would confound them together. Acquaint your-
sclves with the cvidence {o show that the orig-
inal, primal, moral laws of God are one thing,
and the secondary, typical, and ceremonial
laws, which have come in Decause of sin, are
another thing, and you arc fortitied against the
error herein referred to.

The Sabbath belonged to one code, but not to
another. The Sabbath was no part of the law
which enjoined circumcision, the Passover, and
the typical offerings. The Sabbath was no part
of the old covenant, which has been done away.
And the taking away of the ceremonial system,
the superseding of the type by the antitype,
whicl belongs to the work of Christ, affected in
nowise the perpetuity of the Sabbath law.

Such truths are the barriers which the word of

‘Grod has erected against the seductive claims of

the no-law error.  Become rooted and grounded
in these truths, and you need not be thrown
into any cohfusion by the subtle sophistries of
this false school of interpretation. This is the
way that we suggest that our brethren, for them-
selves, mneet communications of this kind.

AN ARTIFICIAL VISION.

No one doubts that Dr. Talmage possesses
wonderful resources in the field of imagination;
but he evidently overshoots the mark, when he
departs from scenes terrestrial, and endeavors to
exercige that faculty in reference to the realms
above. He would no doubt be glad to have a
real vision, and be caught up to the third heaven,
as Paul was; but not being able to do that, he
sits down and deliberately evolves one out of his
own imagination. This is published in the Balti-
more Moriing Herald of Feb. 5, under the flam-
ing headlines, ¢ With an Angel Guide.— Doctor
Talmage Sees the Heavenly Realm.”’

He simulates the required conditions ; that Is,
whether awake or asleep, dreaming or seeing, in
the body or out, he could not tell ; but he sud-
denly finds himself in one of the chief avenues
of the holy city, and an ange} of God, beholding
his bewilderment, eomes to him to act as his guide.

The first bad break the doctor makes is in
his introductory interview with that angel. He
says—: “I said to the angel, ¢ How long hast
thou been 1n heaven?’ and the answer came,
¢ Thirty-two years, according to the earthly eal-
endar.”’” Now, we venture the assertion that
there is not an angel in heaven who has not been
there much longer than thirty-two years! DBut
the mystery is explained, when this angel turns
out to be his mother, who departed this life that
number of years ago! DBut, according to the

Bible, angels are not made out of the spirits of
dead pcople. The dead are sleeping uncon-
sciously in the grave, awaiting the reswrrection.

With this anti-Scriptural and Spiritualistic
idea, all the rest of his supposed vision is
largely tinged. He claims to have et writ-
ers whose religious hymns have been and are
still very popular in the religious world, such
as Watls, Wesley, White, Cowper, Bethune,
Toplady, Bonar, ete. But what must strike the
reader as a little peculiar, is the earnestness with
which these persons inquired if their songs were
still being sung on carth, as they used 1o he!
Now, if these worthies, instead of calmly slun-
bering in the grave, as they are, were actually iu
the heavenly world, as the doctor claims {o
have seen them, we do not imagine they would
have been quite so solicitous as to their worldl y
popularity as he represented.  But il is hard
for error to be consistent, and so the doctor, in
this very vision, in another place, represents
these angelic spirits as being able to come down
and hover over their friends on earth, and
know all that is going on. In this case, Watis,
Wesley, et al., could look after their carthly
reputation themselves, and not be obliged io
inquire of every stranger that came from this
earth to that.place.

Another singular thing is the premium he
puts on bad and vicious parentage. He suys :
¢« found the highest {hrones, the brighlesi
garlands, the richest mansions, were oceu-
pied by those who had a reprobate father or
bad mother.” The children of good parents
and the ten-talented Christians, generally, wero
living in some humble tenement ou a back street,
while many of the one-talented, ¢‘had residences
fronting on the King’s' park,’’ with ¢¢back
lawns sloping to the river,”” the ¢ highest heav-
enly nobility as guests,”” and *‘the white horse
of him who hath ¢the moon under his fect” | who-
ever that may Dbe] champing its Dbits at the
doorway.”’

So much of a worldly complexion, and so
many glaring errors, mingled with many true
views of what the glory of the heavenly world
will be, and the privileges the redeemed will en-
joy, crowned with eternal health and youth, with
power to visit other worlds, and chant in mateh-
less symphonies the praises of the Maker of them
all,— these vitiate the whole, Before one vent-
ures nto such a lield, in such a way, he would
do well to be sure to have his ideas first brought
into harmony with the teachings of the word of

God.

THE COMING KING.

(Conttnued.)

6. In the 24th chapter of Matthew, our Lord
himself has given a prophetic history of his
people through the gospel dispensation, to ihe
time when he shall return in the clouds of heaven
to gather his people {o himself. Matt. 24 : 31.
Among the milestones set up along the way, we
take occasion here to notice only three,— the
signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars,
as mentioned in verse 29: ‘‘Immediately after
the tribulation of those days,” says {he record,
““shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall
not give her light, and the stars shall fall from
heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be
shalen: and then shall appear the sign of the
Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the
tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the
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Son of man eoming in the clouds of heaven, with
power and great glory. And he shall send his
augels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they
shall gather together his elect from the four
winds, from one end of heaven to the other.”

The relation of these signs to the coming of
the Son of man is elearly stated. They are the
immediate precursors of that event. And these
signs have been fulfilled. The remarkable dark-
ening of the sun, May 19, 1780, the phenom-
enal darkness of the following night, when the
moon, though full, had no eflect upon the
pitchy blackness, the tangible darkness, of those
terrible hours, and when it did appear, assumed
the appearance of Dlood (Aets 2:20; Rev.
6 :12), and the greal meteoric shower of Nov.
13, 1833,— these phenomena, in their Jine un-
equaled in the annals of history, were the fulfill-
ment of these predictions of owr Lord, and were
the precursors of the coming great day. The
Saviour, then, to imtensify the fact of the near-
ness of his coming, says that when these things
are seen, we are to know that he is near, even at
the doors. How near?— ¢ Verily I say unto
you, This generation shall not pass, till all
{hese things be fulfilled.” Verse 34. < All
these things ’ include the coming of Christ and
tlie gathering of the eleet. The present genera-
fon is the only one which has had these signs
set, before them, and has consequently seen them
in this prophetic and historical light. And
¢« this gencration shall not passtill all these
things be fulfilled.”
fore, now living upon the earth (sublime and
solemn thought !) the King of kings is coming
in all his glory. '

7. On the same line of interpretation, as show-
ing that this event of all events 18 now impend—
ing, much more evidence might be presented.
In the book of Revelation numerous lines of
proptheey are given, setting forth diflerent series
of consecutive evenls to transpire m the history
of the church and the world, leading down to the
glorious inauguration of the kingdom of Churist.
These might be examined in the light of history,
which shows that all have been fulfilled, except
the closing scenes.  The epistles also abound
with declarations from whieh the same conelu-
sions only can be drawn. The condition in
which the world would be found at the time of
Christ’s coming, politically, soeially, financially,
and morally, is faithfully delincated on the
prophetic page. We leok around us and see
the outline filled out in our own generation to
the last particular. The nations are angry
(Rev. 11:18); perplexed and distressed (Luke
91:23); the sins of the days of Noah and Lot
everywhere prevail (Luke 17:26-30); trouble
between labor and capital threatens the land with
riot and anarchy (James 5:1-4); and morally,
there is a lamentable departure from the princi-
ples of the gospel. 2 Tim. 8 :1-5. When sueh
features should appear, we are told that the
coming of the King is near at hand; and when
we see them all around us in sueh startling dis-
tinctness, exactly matching, both in eharacter and
extent, the plain predictions of the word of God,
we eanhot but conclude that we have reached that
momentous era in the history of the world, when
the coming King is at the door.

A few thoughts, and a reference to a few
seri ptures, coneerning the manner, objeet, and re-
sults of this eoming, will conclude the present
examination of this subjeet.

1. The coming of the Lord will be literal,
personal, and visthle.  Christ himself stated to

To the gencration, there-

the disciples, when about to leave them, ¢*T will
come again.’’ By that word ¢“1”> he meant his
own personality, as literal and visible as he then
appeared before them. John 14 :1--3.

When the diseiples were gazing up into the
heavens after their Lord, as he ascended from
this earth, and a cloud received him out of their
sight, two angels appeared to them, and testified
thus: ¢ Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing
up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken
up from you into heaven, shall so come in like
manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”
Acts 1:11.
tire proposition under diseussion ; for if he does

This testimony establishes the en-

not eome in his own personality, it would not be
the *‘same Jesus.” If he does not literally re-
turn in the elouds of heaven, it would not be ““in
like manner,” as he went away ; and if they were
not literally to behold him, it would not be as they
had ¢‘seen him go into heaven.”” Iis coming
1s therefore to be literal, personal, and visible.

In his great prophecy in the 24th of Matthew,
already referred to, our Lord himself testifies
that all the tribes of the earth ¢¢shall see the
Son of man eoming in the clouds of heaven with
power and great glory. "~And he shall send his
angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they
shall gather together his elect from the four
winds, from one end of heaven to the other.”
Matt. 24 :30, 31.

The apostle Paul writes on the same theme,
and emphasizes remarkably the very circum-
stances mentioned by our Lord. He says: ¢¢ For
this we say unto you, by the word of the Lord,
that we which are alive and remain unto the
coming of the Lord, shall not prevent them
whieh are asleep. For the Lord himself shall
deseend from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and with the trymp of God:
and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then
we which are alive and remain shall be eaught
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the
Lord in the air ; and so shall we ever be with the
Lord.” 1 Thess. 4:15-17. Mark well these
expressions : ‘ We which are alive 57’ ¢¢ the Lord
himself ;? ¢“deseend from heaven ;’’ “*a shout ;”’
“ the voice of the archangel ;’’ ¢“the trump of
God ;”’ ¢¢ caught up to meet the Lord” *¢in the
clouds 3’ ¢ in the air.” Surely these are no fig-
ures of speech, but deseribe events of the most
startling reality and stupendous sublimity.

Again the same apostle testifies : ¢ The Lord
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his
mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance
on them that know not God, and that obey not
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.”” 2 Thess.
1:1, 7, 8.  And our Lord, continuing his dis-
course in Matt. 25 : 81, says : *“ When the Son
of man shall come in his glory, and all the
holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the
throne of his glory ; and before him shall be
gathered all nations,”” ete. We need not fur-
ther multiply texts upon this point; for those
who will not aeknowledge these, could, on the
same ground, deny and set aside any part, and
all, of revelation.

(Ooncluded next week.)

HUMAN APPOINTMENTS VS. GOD’S.

Tur legislature of Massachusetts, acting upon
the suggestion of the governor, has passed a bill
abolishing the historical ¢¢Fast Day,” in that
State.

Some very good people are suffering acute
agonics of righteous indignation that the attempt

to make people fast and pray on a certain day by
the command, or at least by the suggestion of
the governor, is no longer to be done. They
seem to think, that, with the repeal of this
aneient custom, the right to fast and pray has
been taken away, and they arc ineonsolable. As
an illustration- of how they feel, we give the
following from the World’s COrisis, of Boston,
Mass. 1 —

“On the 13th [March], the Massachuselis legislaturc
passed, by alarge majority, a bill to abolish the * Fast
Day.” The subject was fully discussed, pro and cou.
There were men who ably and eloquently defended the
long-observed landmark of earlier and better days. But
the majority was determined to blot out forever a
sacred usage adopted by our forefathers in an hour of |
darkness and distress, and perpetuated by their descend-
ants unto this day.

“If there ever was or could be an hour when the
people ought to humble themselves, fast, and pray, con-
fessing their sins and ingratitude, surely this is such a
time. DBut, instead, there appears to be a desire io
wipe from the memory of this generation all reminders
that there once lived within the limits of this common-
wealth a class of men, connected with our civil govern-
ment, who feared God and had respect to righteousness.

“This irreverent and God-defying deed cannot, for
once, be laid to the Democrats or Catholics. The legis-
lature is very largely Republican, and this thing was
deliberately done. The men who did this wickedness
ought to be remembered by every Christian voter in
this State, and allowed to stay at liome hereafter, to
ruminate upon their godless disregard of the memorics
and deeds of better men than themselves, and their
indifference to the morality of the present generation.”

It will be seen by the above that this paper
even calls for the politieal boycott against the
men who voted against the Fast Day! We be-
lieve that in sueh denunciatory words, the Ohéses
has passed the limits of right reasoning, and hus
even denied a principle which it has n the past
very strenuously maintained. This repeal is
styled ¢¢An irreverent and God-defying deed.”
But what is there that is irreverent or God-defy-
ing in it? The right of every person to fast and
pray is not affeeted or disturbed in the. least by
this repeal. The necessity for fasting and prayer
1s not questioned ; even the all-important ques-
tion of the réght of the civil power to appoint or
recommend a day for such a purpose is not
touched, but simply the advisability of the ap-
pointing of such a day by State authority is con-
sidered and acted upon. What is there wrong
in this? There is no déwine appointment that a
special day in a eertain month shall be set apart
by the eivil power for religious purposes. This
day of fasting was made Dy man, and therefore
man has the right to unmake it. The power {o
enaet a law carries with it the power to repeal if.
If we' are not mistaken, however, all the Awman
law that there ever was for the appointment of a
fast day in this case was the precedent set by the
early settlers of Massachusetts.

These were good men, but at the same tiync
they were not perfect. They held 1o the papal
theory of a union of the Chureh with the Statc,
and they subordinated the civil to the ecclesias-
tieal power. With them the eommand of the
governor to fast and pray, influenced as it was
by the Church, was the command of God. But
that opinion has long since passed away. Re-
ligion is no longer of the State, but of the indi-
vidual. As far as religion is concerned, the
governor of Massachusetts stands upon a level
with every other citizen. He has no more right
to command or even suggest a special day of
worship, either of fasting, prayer, or praise,
than has any other individual. He has been
chosen to represent the authority of the people
of the State only in eivil affairs, not in things
divine. According to the highest law of our
eountry,— the Constitution of the United States,
—an infidel can fill the office of governor of a
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State, or of President of the United States. Bat
how could such a man be expected to appoint or
even recommend a day of fasting and prayer?
For this reason Jefferson very properly refused
{o issue proclamations for this purpose. He did
not believe he was the high priest of the nation
as well as 1ts President. .

Furthermore, as the Church-and-State theories
of the Puritans have gone from New England,
the observance of fast days has likewise declined.
The day, even when appointed, is not now ob-
served. The governor’s proclamation has no
effect to change the customs of the people. For
a long time 1t has been a day of fasting and
prayer only in name.
idleness, and to many a day of dissipation,
rather than a day for religious exercise. 1t was
therefore thought best to abolish it, and we be-
lieve that the Massachusetts legislature acted
wisely in so doing. The legislature may yet
make some foolish attempt to fill the place with
another day of devotion more in harmony with
the present thought of the State, but that will
not change the fact that it was wise not to cling
to the absurd cnstom of days of fasting and
prayer by authority. of the governor, when
scarcely any one paid any attention to it. As to
the repeal being ¢“a wicked thing,”” it is no
more wicked than it is {o repeal any other State
law, or to cease to follow a precedent when no
good end can be served by it. '

One thing that is very surprising to us is that
the Orisis should contend for a day of worship
by appointment of the governor! We, as Sev-
-enth-day Adventists, have for many years con-
tended that the day appointed by God to be
observed as a day of rest and worship, should be
regarded. Our Advqntist brethren who de not
believe with us upon this point, invariably put
forth the claim that Paul’s words in Rom. 14:
5, allow every man to be ‘‘fully persuaded in
his own mind ”’ even in regard to the observance
of a weekly Sabbath. But now the Crisis, an
exponent of this view, declares in favor of a
compulsory day of fasting and prayer, by au-
thority of the governor of the State! ! What,
then, has become of the theory that every- man
should be fully persuaded in his own mind as to
what day or days of devotion should be observed ?
I{ is entirely gone,—given up to the civil power,
And by this it appears that to the Oresis these
words of Paul only apply when God has spoken.
When God speaks, then we have the right to
diserimmate and to choose, or reject entirely;
but when man speaks,—when the governor of

Massachusetts says you should fast and pray on-

a certain particular day, the Crisis holds that it
should be obeyed ; and to repeal the law, and
leave every one free to. pray and fast as he may
be ¢¢fully persuaded in his own mind,” is a
wicked thing to do!

‘We believe, with our contemporary, that there
never was a time when it was more necessary to
pray than at the present time; but aside from
the day which God has declared to be a particu-
lar day of devotion, we believe that the Spirit of
God will indicate to every person his need of
fasting and prayer, according to the circumstances
in which he may be placed, or as they may be
appointed by the church of Christ to which he
belongs. We recognize no right of king, presi-
dent, governor, or any civil ruler whatsoever to
tell us when to do 1t. We do not believe that
any of these rulers have such a conception of the
times in which we live, so that they can truly
realize this necessity. And, not sensing it them-

It has become a day of

selves, they surely cannot impress it upon oth-
ers. As well might the disciples of Christ, in
the days following the pentecostal blessing, fall
back upon the meaningless ceremonial days of
tasting and prayer preseribed by the Pharisees,
as for us, in the closing scenes of this world’s
history, and in the light of the proclamation of
the coming King that is even now lighting the
world with its glory, to consent to observe days of
human appointing. Loyalty to God and to what
he has commanded, is now the watchword of
the people who are looking for the Lord. We
do not believe that man-made Sabbaths will be
regarded by those who at his appearing will say,
“Yen, in the way of thy judgments, O Lord,
have we waited for thee ; the desire of our soul
is to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee.”’
Tsa. 26: 8. M. E. K.

THE WORK IN CALIFORNIA.

Tur work in California is onward, as it is in
all other portions of the field. The great de-
pression in the money market has caused some-
thing of curtailing of expenses so that we have
not done quite ag much as in past years in ex-
tending our work into the regions beyond. But
our brethren are of good courage, and a large
number are embracing the truth. ~What has es-
pecially interested us here upon the coast during
the past year has been the work among the
Japanese and also among the Chinese. It has
seemed that every effort to extend the work
among these nationalities has been blessed of
God. As an experiment at our lagt camp-meet-
g, it was thought advisable to try the work
among the Japanese. Accordingly, a school was
started in San Francisco, and although it started
small, and no special effort was made to secure
pupils, we have been obliged to enlarge our
quarters, so at the present time we are prepared
to accommodate at least 150. We have already
about one-half of that number. It is considered,
by some who onght to know, that it is a better
school than any other school of the kind in the
city. Those who attend are of the Dest edu-
eated class,

To show how God has favored us we will men-
tion one item. The time came when we were in
great need of a teacher. We made some efforts to
secure & proper person, but we were unsuccessful.
One day a gentleman of fair address called on
us, and said he had been investigating our views,
and would like in some way to have an opportu-
nity to connect with our work. He had thought
of going to the islands of the sea. He said he
had a first-grade certificate from the State of
California and could teach, although he did not
recommend himself as a first-class teacher. But
as he had taught in the State schools many
years, they gave him a first-grade certificate.
We soon found he was really interested in the
truth, and we took him in on trial. He proves
to be not only an efficient teacher but a devoted
Christian man. We trust in God as to the suc-
cess of the enterprise.

The light of. truth has not been confined to
this Conference; but by correspondence among
friends in other portions of the coast, the Japa-
nese who have embraced the truth have been
successful in’ leading twenty others of their na-
tive countrymen. to take their stand on the com-
mandments of God, six of whom appear to be
soundly converted to God, and are studying for
the ministry.

This Conference nsually has at least three lo-

n

cal camp-meetings a year and one general camp-
meeting. Those held the past year were very
successful. The Spirit of God was poured out
on the people in a large measure, and since then,
in the section where it was held, quite a nnmber
have embraced the trath.  While visiting them
lagt autumn, we were reminded of the prophet
Isalah’s words: ¢ I will pour water on him that
is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground ; I will
pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing
upon thine offspring : and they shall spring up
as among the grass, as willows by the water-
courses.’’ Isa. 44:3, 4. Those who have ever
lived in a dry country, where the land is watered
by irrigation, when the fall rains begin to come,
and have watched the willows on the banks of the
ditches, can get quite a clear idea of how the
work has prospered in the southern part of Cali-
fornia. ,

We certainly are living in stirring times. Our
tent laborers have usually been blessed of God
The ingtitutes held of late
and during the past year, have left a good im-
pression. We have evidences on every hand of
prosperity from God and of the outpouring of
his Holy Spirit. These things we expect, for
we are in the closing of the work of God.

8. N, H.

during the past year.

ROME'S WAY OF CONVINCING HERETICS.

Tuee Catholic Mirror of Jan. 6, speaking of
the Jansenist heresy(?), which arose in France in
the seventeenth century, says: ¢“The condemna-
tion of Jansenism by Clement XI., in the bull
‘Unigenitus’ gave the heresy its death-blow.
But, thongh expiring, it expired not, and it is
still alive.  Many of the Jansenists fled to Hol-
land, where they propagated their errors, ete.”
- The principal_ ervror (?) of Jansenism was the
belief of the Bible doctrine of justification by
faith, and a rejection of the Romish theory of
justification by penance and good works. There-
fore, even il Jansenism in name is nearly gone,
the principle of justification by faith alone still
lives in the heart of every well-instructed - Chris-
tian, But how did Jansenism receive .its death-
blow? Was it by the sword of the Spirit— the
same way that heathenism fell before the early
disciples of Jesus? Was the pope’s word able
to destroy it? What caused thém to flee to
Holland? It was becausc that after the pope
had excommunicated them, the kings of France,
first Louis XIV., and then Louis XV., carried
out the spiritual interdict of the pope by impos-
ing fines, sending to prison, and banishing those
who would not accept the dogmas of the Roman
Church. This is the way the Roman Church
has ever maintained the unity of the faith! The
popes did not persecute! DPerish the thought !
They only issued bulls of excommunication, and
then, in the secret chambers of the Vatican, they
wept bitter tears over the misguided and incor-
rigible heretics, whom the civil powers, in obedi-
ence to their secret instruction, were at the same
time harrying out of the country !

And whenever Rome gets the full control of
any country, she invariably does the same thing.
Nothing but the strong power of the civil law,
with fines, imprisonments, and banishments,
prevented a large portion of the French peo-
ple and many of the clergy at that time from
separating from the Roman Church. Rome has
never scrupled first fo anathematize and then
induce civil rulers to banish or put to death
those who would not ¢“hear the church.” With-
out the backing of the civil power, the pope’s
bulls would be as weak as a school-boy’s com-
position.
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By long centuries of spiritual tyranny, with
anathemas and curses made to be dreadful reali-
ties by the concurrence and aid of the civil power,
Rome has stamped upon the pages of history,
in lears and in blood, an indelible recovd, which
can neither be disputed nor destroyed. She
denies or glories in it according as the necessity of
the times may demand ; and now she declares in
the same breath, that she has not changed, and
that what she has done for other countries she
will do for the United States! If to be fore-
warned is to be forearmed, the people of this
country need not be easily overcome. But, alas!
both the warnings of prophecy and the threats of
the papacy fall alike unheeded on the ear of the
American public. The immediate future of our
country will be filled with stirring scenes, which
none can understand as they are unfolded but
those who have a knowledge of- the prophecies.
Our country will undoubtedly be the principal
theater of papal activity in the days to come.
Lt ug heed the words, ¢« What I say unto you
I say unto all, Watch.” M. ®. K.

Jn the Question Thair.

[DrsieNED for the consideration of such questions as will be of
tuterest and profit to the general reader. Allcorrespondents shonld
give their names and correct post-office address, that queries not
replied to here, may be answered by mail.]

370.-—~MAKING THE SABBATH KNOWN.

1. Does not Neh. 9:18,14 and Ezek. 20 :12, show
that the Sabbath was first made known at Sinai, and
there given to Israel ; and consequently that it was not
known before ? 2. Does not Deunt. 5:15 show that
the Sabbath was a memorial of the deliverance from
Egypt? 3. Does not the fact that they were to kindle
no fires, nor go out of their houses, that they were to
offer sacrifices, and if they violated the Sabbath were

to be stoned, show that it wus a local institution, be-

longing only to the Jews ? AP G

Answer.—— Nehemiah and Ezekiel refer to what
God did on Sinai. But the Israelites were tested
on the Sabbath onc month before they came to
Sinai. (See Exodus 16.) The terms ¢ madest
known ’? cannot, thevefore, mean that it was then
for the first time brought to their knowledge, see-
ing they had had that experience with it at least
thivty days before. Those words simply mean that
the Sabbath was revealed to them in a new light,
and under new circumstances ; just as we vead in
Ezek. 20 :5, that God made /limself known to
them in the land of Egypt. But they had a
knowledge of God before that time ; because
they feared him, as 1s slated in Ex. 1:17.
The way he made himself known to them there,
was by becoming their deliverer. 2. Deut. 5:
15 does not prove that the Sabbath wasa memo-
rial of their deliverance from Egypt; but it is
simply an appeal to their gratitude, showing
why they ought cheerfully to obey God ; and it
was applied to all the other commandments as
well as to the Sabbath. (See Deut. 24 : 17-22 ;
Lev. 19:35-37.) Surely no onc can contend
that  moral obligation for that people grew
out of their deliverance from Egypt, and fhat
others were consequently free therefrom. 3.
As to kindling fires, remaining in the house,
offering sacrifices, and being stoned for breaking
the Sabbath, ete., it 1s sufficient to bear in mind
a fact which too many overlook ; namely, that
the commandments, besides standing as the in-
dependent moral law of God, as spoken from
Sinat, were also incorpovated into the civil con-
stitution of the Jewish people, as they were
formed into a theocracy ; and in reference to
these laws in #his relation, varicus rules and
regulations werc given to that people which ap-
plied only to them as a people, and civil penal-
ties were attached to the violation of those laws,
But it was just the same with all the other
commandments, as with the Sabbath, That theo-
eratic system has passed away, but the law of
God as the moral constitution of his entire gov-
ernment of mankind remains in its entirety, as it
was before, and has been from the beginning.

| Zruth here in the city.

Wrogress of fhe Ganse.

‘‘He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed’
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves
with him,”—Ps. 126:6.

THE SOWER.

BY J. E. GREEN,
(Hebron, Wis.)

Hr that goeth forth with weeping,
Bearing precious seed along,
Shall return with great rejoicing, .
All his sighing turned to song.
He has labored on the mountain,
In the valley he has wrought, .
He has sown the seed with trembling,
With his doubts and fears has fought.

‘When some fell along the wayside
‘Where the cunning foe did wait,
Quick to snatch the seed he scattered,
And prevent a harvest great ;
When in ground that seemed most fertile
Some good seed at times would fall,
He has seen the thorns and briars
Spring to life and choke it all.

When he’s seen the seed so precious
Lodge on rocks where nanght could grow,
He has felt it all was useless ’
Any more the seed to sow.
Oft his heart has sunk within him ;
Then he’s knelt in tears and prayer
At the feet of Him who promised
That his word good fruit should bear.

Then have triumphed faith and courage,
And with hope he goes again, '

Sowing seeds of truth and knowledge
"Mong his fallen fellow-men.

Many years ‘mid doubt and darkness
Patient, he the seed has sown;

Labored on, though joy and gladness,
Seldom on his path have shone.

Soon will come the final reaping
When the seed so widely cast,

Which he left in Qod’s safe keeping,
Into sheaves has grown at last,

They will bring him joy and gladness
And like lustrous stars will shine

In the golden crown now waiting
All the saved in courts divine.

O then, sower, be not weary,
Sow the seed as to the Lord.
Sowing must be done ere harvest
Can the reaper’s toil reward.
Soon the sower and the reaper
Will rejoice in gathered grain,
And will hear the welcome plaudit,
«Well done, come and with me reign.”

THE WORX IN SWEDEN.

TurouvcH the blessing of God the efforts of our
canvassing brethren in Sweden were prospered
wonderfully last year. The average number of
workers in 1893 was forty-one. They obtained
orders during the year for $38,732, and de-
livered books amounting to $30,702. This
makes an average of $944 to every agent during
the year. Sweden is a poor country. If the
Lord had not blessed abundantly and the la-
borers worked diligently, this could not have
been done right in the midst of a strong opposi-
tion from the clergy and the press.

J. G. MarrEson.

GREAT BRITAIN.

Since my last report we have seen much to
encourage us here in this field. Owur six weeks’
institute closed Feb. 25. All the canvassers,

-Bible workers, and ministers were present during

the whole time, except brethren Washburn and
Hope, who went to Southampton each Saturday
night to fill their appointments on Sunday.
This institute has been by far the most profitable
one that we have ever held in this country. Two
sessions each day were devoted to Bible- study,
and the equivalent of one and a half days each
week were devoted to canvassing for Present
By this. means the

| where it had not gone before.

paper was introduced into thousands of homes
Out of this vol-
unteer movement has grown the plan of having
the Bible workers, canvassers, and ministers
devote the equivalent of one day each week to
working for the paper. The increased demand
for the paper in view of this arrangement, calls
for 2000 extra copies of the next aumber.

Very interesting cases were brought to light
by the institute and the canvass for the paper.
Orne lady who was called upon exclaimed, when
she discovered that the worker had _Present
Truth, <O, that is the paper I have wanted so
much, but I did not know how to find it!’’ She
then brought out a copy seven years old that
they had preserved all this time.

In the first number that was thus used here
the city, we put a notice of the Bible study that
was held each day at the hall. This resulted in
persons coming from various parts of the city to
attend the meetings as they had opportunity.
The power of the word of God was unmistakable,
There was no excitement, but an intelligent ac-

‘ceptance of Jesus Christ as the sin-pardoning

Saviour. Last Sabbath we held a baptismal
service in the Baptist chapel near our hall, when
twenty-five followed their Lord in that solemn
rite.

All have now returned to their various fields
of labor greatly encouraged by a better acquaint-
anee with the Lord. - During these meetings
there has been a surrendering of all to the Lord,
such as has not been seen here before. The
prospect never looked better for the work in this
country than now. Our publications are being
read, and individuals here and there are aceept-
ing the trath. A Methodist minister who at-

tended the institute during the past four weeks

has taken his stand with us, and we expect the
Lord will lead him and use him to his glory.

The 1interest at Southampton is steadily in-
creasing. This is where EKlder Loughborough
organized the first church of Seventh-day Ad-
ventists in this country. Some of the members
had gone to America, some had moved to other
parts of England, and others had given up the
truth, so that the church wag rather small and
weak. The attendance has increased from the
first, so that now they have on Sundays a con-
gregation of over 500, and last Sunday night
their collection at the close was over £3, or about
$15. We have at work in that city four can-
vassers —two Bible workers and two ministers —
who are selling ¢‘Patriarchs and Prophets.”
One of the leading city papers gives full reports
of the sermons, and the interest is spreading far
and wide. The workers there find more than
they can do, and would be very glad if they had
reinforcements.

We have recently translated a few small tracts
into the Welsh language. These have met with
so favorable a reception that we are now having
¢« Steps to Christ 7 pat into that tongue. When
that is done, we propose to scatier that book all
through Wales. D. A. Rosinson.

London, Feb. 28.

NORTH CAROLINA.

SineE our last report we attended the Atlanta
institute. The Lord eame very near and blessed
his people with his Holy Spirit. As the time
came to separate and go to our fields of labor,
we all felt that the Lord would send his angels
before us, and prepare the hearts of the people
for the truth. O that we may be faithful in all
things till the Master appears!

Since coming home, I spent a week holding
meetings in Madison county, in brother R. Bra-
men’s neighborhood. We had a good interest,
but the mud and deep snow caused us to close
our meetings.

T am receiving letters from different persons
who have embraced the truth from reading, and
who are calling for a minister to visit them.

\
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Some desire baptism. Others have commenced
to keep the Sabbath who have not even answered
the letter sent them. Dear fellow-workers, let
us not weary in the work, and soon we shall enter
the joy of our Lord. We never have been of
better courage than now, for which we thank the
Lord. Our new canvassers are pushing their
work, and are of good heart. Brother Sanborn
is doing what he can to advance the work among
the colored people. A. SHIREMAN.

WISCONSIN.

Brroenvinue.— I arrived here Jan. 30. Soon
a day was set apart for fasting and prayer, in
which most of the members united with us, and
as a result our hearts were filled with unspeak-
able joy. As we pleaded with God for ourselves
and for sinners, we felt that he heard our cries,
Some who never felt that they were free in
Christ, found the liberty and blessing for which
they had longed. Fifteen manifested their de-
sirec to serve the Lord by coming forward for
prayers.  Sabbath, Feb. 24, was a precious sea-
son. Ten united with the church.

Feb, 24. J. B. Scorr.

TEXAS.

I canmor but acknowledge the[jprovidence of
God over the work, and can say I have seen
many tokens of his love and care. Notwith-
standing the ery of hard times prevailing almost
everywhere, I was granted success in taking 157
orders last week for ¢ Marvel of Nations’’ and
miscellancous helps. It is surprising what an
interest people manifest in that book. My
orders last week, all told, amounted to about
%250, I came to this place yesterday afternoon,
from Deming, New Mexico, and went out to
Fort Bliss, and in less than three and one half
liours took sixteen rorders for ¢ Marvel of
Nations,”’ or over $38 worth. In some four
weeks’ actual work 1 have taken over 500 orders.

Mavch 5. Warrer Harrer,

Tugry have only been five of our ministers at
work since our camp-meeting in August, but we
consider that they have had unusual success.
Forty or fifty have accepted the truth, and one
good, live church has been organized. Oneor two
companies are asking for organization. Some
three or four tract societies and Sabbath-schools
have been organized. The hrethren and sisters

throughout the State seem to be of the best of -

courage. Our societies have used quite large
quantities of the religious liberty tracts. The
book sales the past year amounted to something
over $11,000. :
Our spring meeting and canvassers’ institute
beging this week at Cleburne, where our State
school is located, and we confidently expect a
profitable time. We have a State Conference
school, which opened Jan. 1, with an enrollment
cof ninety, located five miles from Cleburne.
About thirty of these are in the primary depart-
ment, the rest are in the preparatory department.
The most encouraging feature of it all is that
about forty of these are young men and women,
most of whom are preparing to enter some branch
of the work, © We have worked at great disad-
vantage in this State by not having educated
workers ; but by the blessing of God we expect
to do more eflicient work n the future. The
outlook for our canvassing work the coming year

is good. W. S. Ggrrr.

VERMONT.

Vrrmont is one of the oldest fields, and as a
Conference, it contains perhaps the smallest num-
ber of believers of any in our work, yet it is by
no means an unprofitable field. During the past
nine months, there have been about sixty persons

received into church membership in the Confer-
ence, One church, two Sabbath-schools, and
two tract societies have been organized. A
house of worship and a tract society depository
have been built in Burlington. There have been
five ministers, one Bible worker, and about
twenty canvassers, who have done something in
the work during this time; but perhaps the av-
erage number of canvassers was not more than
one fourth of the number mentioned above.
These sold and delivered about $4000 worth of
our books.

There is said to be more interest to hear upon
the truth throughout the State than has been
known before in the history of the message. An
institute was held in Burlington, Feb. 14-26.
Elders I. D. Van Horn and Allen Moon were
present. This help, together with our Confer-
ence laborers, with the Dblessing of the Lord
upon them, gave us a very profitable meeting.
The envelope plan for the distribution of our tracts
had been partially adopted previously to this
institute. It was here more fully set before our
people, and measures adopted to bring it into
general use throughout the State.

Feb. 25, Elder Van Horn preached the dedi-
catory sermon of our new church building at
Burlington. The annual offerings from Vermont
to the General Conference work, were $805.09,
The laborers are of good courage in the Lord.

W, Covrrr.

INDIANA.

Fui, 2 1 commenced a two weeks’ mecting at
Mechanicsburg.  The Spirit of the_Lord came
in from the first, and a deep interest sprang up
in the church and among outsiders. We gave
lessons in the daytime on practical godliness.
The church took a deep interest in the reform
work, manifesting a determination to practice the
principles of the third angel’s message in their
daily lives, as they never have done before.
The outside intcrest was such that the house
was filled with interested listeners nearly every
night, and the interest grew more intense fo
the close. On the Sabbath, Feb. 17, nine were
baptized and added to the church, and one wan-
derer was reclaimed.

On Bunday, the 18th, I went to Kennard to
assist in the dedication of their new house of
worship. With the help of brother Stanley I
held meetings for one week. Three were re-
celved into the church. As there was no abate-
ment in the interest at Mechanicsburg, it was
decided I should return and follow up the work
a little farther, which I did, continning one
week.  Four more were added to the church by

. vote and baptism, and one by vote who desired

|
|

|

to be baptized at some future time.. To the
Lord be all the praise.

Mareh 6. D. H. OBer#OLTZER.

Anowg rtuk CrurcHEs.— After our State in-
stitute in November I went to Paoli, but as the
way did not open for holding meetings there, T
went to Fredericksburg, where I held meetings
eight weeks, 1 then went to Elnora, and spent
the weel of prayer. Here an excellent meeting
was held, and arrangements completed for build-
ing a house of worship.

In January I camne to Petersburg, where I held
meetings last spring. The few I left then are
still holding on. Meetings were held: here for

four weeks, and eleven more accepted the truth. -

Still others are interested. I then went to Sugar
Ridge, five miles southeast of Petersburg, where
there was a good interest for awhile. Then the
opposition was so strong that it was almost im-
possible to do anything. At this juncture,
Elder . M. Ellis joined me, and we concluded
it would be best to come to Winslow, two miles
from Sugar Ridge.

We have been herec now onc week, and are
having an excellent interesl. Oune minister told

‘work has not been forgotten.

his class last Sunday that he wanted them to
attend all these meetings. He said, I have
always believed I had an immortal soul ; now [
sce that it is not so. There are two days being
kept as the Sabbath; and if I find that thesc
brethren are right, I am going to keep the right
Sabbath.”” He attends every night. We think
he is an honest man, and are satisfied that the
Lord was in the move when we came here. There
are some very urgent calls for help in this part of

the field. O may we be able to do our part in
the last great work ! M. M. Kenngy,
March 6. J. M. Ervs,

MAINE.

Wi have much cause to be grateful to God for
the degree of prosperity with which he is pros-
pering his cause among us ; but each added bless-
ing is accompanied with anew responsibility, and
we find much occasion for constant reliance upon
God for that power and wisdom absolutely nec-
egsary to true success in this work,

The message has always encountered consider-
able prejudice among the people of our State
but ¢ the Lord has set his hand again the sec-
ond time to recover the remnant of his people,”
“from the four corners of the earth,”’ and we
believe that the effect of this work is manifest
among us in the steadily increasing number of
persons found with an ¢ ear fo hear’ and a
heart anxionsly inquiring for, and ready to rc-
ceive of, the truths of God.

It 1s reported that there are seventy towns in
the State of Maine, in which no religious services
of any kind are held. From this it is easily
seen that there is a large work yet to be done
here. The labors of our ministers have been re-
warded with an encouraging number of conver-
sions, but the laborers are so few that we arc
unable to do anything for the larger portion of
these people. We long to send the living mes-
senger to them ; but if we had the requisite num-
ber of laborers, we have not the means necessury
to support them. Our canvassers who devote their
time wholly to the work are also very few in num-
ber, but have met with good success in cvery way.
These are doing a good work for many people
whom other laborers can assist but little,

An encouraging advancement is realized in the
churches ; the Lord is deepening the experience
of many, and theresult is manifest in an increaged
activity in the various lines of missionary en-
deavor. Some have opened hand, heart, and
home to the orphan, and we believe that the
Lord will bless every such effort earnestly put
forth in his name. Many have given generousl y
of their means for the advancement of the cause ;
annual, first-day, and Sabbath-school offerings
have received a good increase, while the home
The tithe has
been somewhat increased, notwithstanding the
scarcity of labor and money. A good depository
has been provided for the State tract society, and
enough has been given in cash and pledges to
pay for it and leave a small surplus.

The matter of distributing our literature has
also received increased attention with good re-
sults. A number of persons have begun the
observance of the Sabbath after reading but a
short time. The work of distribution has becn
a blessing to those engaging in it. We think,
however, that this good work has only just be
gun among - us, and that much more of this
kind of labor can and will be done, and much
good result therefrom. The interest in this
matter is extending to the, scattered Sabbath-
keepers. Our State secretary is conducting a
very profitable correspondence with them, and
the letters which are constantly flowing into the
depository from this source bear evidence that,
all through our State, bright lights are shining
for Christ.

The church institutes held during the past
winter have been seasons long to be remembered
on account of the prescnce and power of God
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The attendance has heen good, and the results
gratifying. '

In view of the ““stormy times’ before us,
and the work that ig to be performed, we ecr-
tainly need this preparation.  Religious legisla-
tion  has always found favor with a certain
element in New England, and it does not require
an expencnced eye to discern a steadily-growing
sentiment in s favor. Are nol the cruel ex-
periences of the past, examples of what we shall
see ‘in the foture, when this sentiment shall
again find suflicient support?  Bul final vietory
awalts the children of God. ~ The Lord will cer-
fainly perform a greal work in this land, and
the present is the opportunc time for us to labor.

J. K. Jayne.

I’ENNSYLVANIA.

Oaxranp, — Al the time of my last veport |
was i Potter county, Pa. My last effort in
that conuty was i Sweden.  Several accepbed
the trath there, and will be hapiized in the near
future. They will unite with Lhe Raymond
church,

By request of the Conference Committee, I
took Cobham und Tidionte, Warren Co., for my
next field of labor. At Cobham eleven accepted
the truth, who will keep up meetings and Sab-
batli-school.

From Warren county 1 came to Oakland, Arm-
strong Co. T never saw such an interest to Lear
the message as now. L arrived here on Thurs-
day, and held our first meeting that evening in
the Baptist chuveh, about 150 attending. This
is quite good for the fivst mmecbing.  Since then
there has been an attendance of from 225 to 250
every evening. Que evening there were more
than could gel seats, and the best of attention
was paid to the word spokeu. I can say, for
myscll, that 1 have had freedom and power that
1 have not had in the past.

Praige the Lord for this! We hold a Bible
rending cvery day at the church at 2 v, m.
Some have commenced fo keep the Sabbath, and
others scem o be wide-awake 1 rogard to these
things.  We look for a larvest of souls here.
May God gfant that 1t may be so.

Feb. 28. J. L. BakEgr.

Nrver has there been a time in the history of
our work here when the truth of the third angel’s
message was making such rapid progress as ab
present. During the year ending Dee. 31,
1898, over 200 souls have accepted the truth in
our State alone. The interest scems {0 be in-
creasing at present on every hand, and calls ave
coming in from many places, as the result of the
work of the canvassers and the circulation of our
papers and tracts.

Our ministers have had good success in most
cases during the past summer. We organized a
church of twenty-six members at Johnstown last
Sunday, and have no doubt it will be increased
by one hall within a few weeks.,  The institutes
held this winter have been of greal benefit to
our people, bringing many souls into the truth,
creabing an interest in others, and sowing seed
which will eventually bear fruit.

We have a very interesting case of a converted
Jew, who is cducated in the Hebrew, Russian,
Polish, and German languages.  He seems fo
be a very devoted man, and has stepped out
almost with starvation staring his family in the
face. e was preaching in a mission in hila-
delpliia, and as soon as they found he had accepted
the truth, they silenced him, and refused to pa
lim what they owed him, unless he should give
up the trath. ’

The question that troubles ns now is, How
shall we carry the truth to the starving thousands
who are inquiring after it? The work is the
Lord’s, and he will carry it on to completion.

I. N. WinLiawms.

THE GERMAN WORK IN NORTH DAKOTA.

Nor having reported through the Review for
a long time, 1 think it might be interesting for
our people to know how the work is moving in
this new field. All things go to show that the
Lord is at work for his people.

Many copies of ‘‘Great Controversy’’ have
been sold in this field the last season. Some
souls have taken hold of the truth through this
means. Satan, seeing the influence this book
has with the people, caused over 300 to be
burned in a little over one county, and in one
ingtance thirty at one time. We hope that the
wrath of Satan will yet praise the Lord. A few
have accepted the truth under the work of
brother H. J. Dirksen.

At Cathay we organized a Sabbath-school of
twenty-five members. Near Fessendon the Lord
has made souls willing to obey the message. At
these two places twenty-three sonls gave them-
selves to the Lord. After my return home,
brother Dirkseu reported five converts near Car-
rington, and others at Fessendon have given
themselves to the Lord.

At present I am at Winona, Minn., holding
Bible readings. 1 am of good courage in the
Lord, and ask the prayers of God’s people.

March 8. C. J. KuxNgLr.

MICHIGAN.

Karamazoo, —The work of God is onward, for
he is m it.  We are pleasantly situated at 1011
South West St.  After our day’s work s done,
we come together and tell our experiences for the
encouragement of one another, and praise God
for his presence with us. _

1t would do you all good to sit with us around
our open grate, and listen to the different expe-
riences of each day’s work. 1 will give you an
tdea of what these experiences are.

One of the most prominent business men of
the city, and one of the foremost members of a
popular church, came in the other day and said
that if they could not fly their kite (meaning
their church work)without a Catholic tail (refer-
ring to Sunday), they would better cut off the
tail.  Another prominent man said that he
wished us success, for we were doing a good
work, and were awakening the people to the sit-
uvation of things. IHe said he was a reader of
the Sentinel, and believed in religious liberty.

One lady said that her little boy asked her
the other day why it was that they did not keep
the seventh-day instead of the first. She
acknowledged that she did not know how to an-
swer him, but she had to tell him that there had
been a mistake.

One of our workers was distributing fracts,
and found a Catholic lady who would not accept
a tract, but inless than ten minutes after she had
gone, the lady went to her neighbor across the
street, and borrowed her tract and read it through.

Some are reading our tracts through the second
time within three days. Many are inquiring and
will read everything we give them. We are
finding from three to seven places for Bible
readings each day.

One lady who said she had been to all the
different churches to find something to satisfy
her, but had failed, thanked one of our workers
again and again for her visit, and asked for a
Bible study. This worker says she has found
many such cases. Onc whom she visited during
her first week here, says that she can hardly wait
for the Bible worker o call.

A lady who was about to leave the Congroga-
tional church and join the Catholics (beng vis-
ited by the priest every day), when visited by
one of our workers, concluded that she would
wait awhile before joning the Catholic church
and is now interested in the truth.

One prominent lady attempted to shut the
door in the worker’s face, but when she learned

what she was doing, and that she was a Seventh-
day Adventist, she opened the door and invited
her in. She is now reading our literaturc with
interest,

The kindergarten school is a prominent featurc
of our work. We have only one worker in this
line at present, but the work is growing as the
prejudice is being removed. This worker went
to a house, and knocked several times in vain; but
asking the Lord that she might enter, the next
knock brought the children to the door. Thelady
of the house was not in, so she talked to the chil-
dren u few minutes. One of the little boys said
he did not live there, and begged her to go home
with him immediately and tell his mama all
about it. Thisshe did. He rushed ahead and
told his mother that here was a lady who ¢¢kept
Saturday for Sunday.”” So the worker had to
hurry in to help the little fellow get the story
straight.  She found the lady sick in bed, but
had an honr’s talk with her, and the lady wanted
her to come back and teach her liftle boy, and -
sald that she would have a class of children in
the next day, which she did. Now there are
two classes every day. Sometimes there are a
half dozen parents in to hear the lesson, and they
say 1t is just what they need. 'We ought to have
more kindergarten workers immediately.

We find many who are glad to hear of the
prospect of the soon coming of our Saviour, and
they speak of it with tears in their eyes.

One very intelligent lady said that a friend
had sent her ‘“Rome’s Challenge,’” and that she
had read it, and was only waiting for more of
our literature. She had had a few Bible read-
ings, and was anxious for more. Many say that
we have the truth as 1t is from a Bible stand-
point, Some meet us on the strect and ask us
what we have, taking the rcading-matter, and
giving us their names.

Many more such experiences could be told,
but space will not permit.

We have no discouraging report to bring; for
it is the work of the Lord. The testimony of
every worker is, ¢“The Lord is with us, and we
realize it as never before.”” To appreciate this,
one has to engage in 1t himself. The work done
now must be done thoroughly, for workers arce
few, the field is wide, aud the time is short.

‘ Joun R. Easrvan,

ATLANTIC CONFERENCE.

‘Wnen it is remembered that this territéry in-
cludes a population of over 6,000,000, many of

*whom are crowded into the large cities, the dif-

ficulties attending the development of the work
will be more apparent. One class, the very
wealthy, have liftle inclination for the self-deny-
ing truth of Jesus in practical life. Another
class, the very poor, have little time or oppor-
tunity to mvestigate, even 1f so disposed. Ig-
norance, filth, and crime abound among them ;
and slow progress is made in the direction of a
better condition. The middle classes are now
often suffering for the daily necessities of life,
because of the prevalent hard times; and even
when one is brought to realize the duty of obey-
ing God, it is hard for him to take a step that
may, to his mind, prevent future employment.
Notwithstanding these obstacles, we have secn
the message going with a power greater than in
past times, thus clearly showing that every
nation, kindred, tongue, and people are to hear
the heralds of the coming Saviour.

In four years the number of church-members
has Increased from 175 to 750.. About 200
have been added 1n the last twelve months.
Our laborers are welcomed in some of the city
missions, and are urged to explain the proph-
ecies. Omne of the most marked instances of
rapid growth in city labor is in Jersey City,
N. J. Only a few Sabbath-keepers were there
in September last when the tent was pitched
for meetings. Now there is an organized church
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of about sixty members, and they have just
completed a fine meeting-house worth §3000,
besides purchasing a lot for about $1500. The
interest 1s still extending through the city, and
is reaching New York City and Brooklyn, so
that calls are made for some one to come and
proclaim the gospel. It is expected that the
District Conference held there March 1-12,
will still further arouse the people of these
citles. :

We have also been made acquainted with the
fact that in some of our rural fields active and
bitter persecution is begun. Three of our breth-
ren have already suffered from thirty to forty-
three days’ imprisonment each, and another is
under indictment, whose trial will come in April.
The supreme court of Maryland, in a case of ap-
peal, bronght by Hon. J. T. Ringgold, has de-
cided that the Sunday laws of the State are not
contrary fo the Coustitution ; and, therefore,
those who labor on the first day may expect the
machinery of the law {o be pul in operation
against them,

The coming season bids fair to bring stirring
times all along our hines. With increased con-
fidence in the speedy triumph of the cause, the
people of the Atlantic Conference are rveady to
meet the intervening dangers with all God’s
remnant people. H. E. Rosixson.

PERSECUTION IN THE SOUTH.

(Concluded.)

WueN those who are prosecuted for labor on
Sunday assert that it is a question of allegiance
o the true God or to some other god whether or
not they refrain from labor on Sunday in defer-
ence to the power requiring it, it is frequently
declared by the prosecution that there is no
question of religions conviction to it on the part
of the defendants, that all they need to do is
simply to abstain from labor on that day. So in
the Georgia frial the prosecution said: —

““ We understand these men admit doing all we say
they did. They admit going there, and, among other
things, making that bench. Now, gentlemen of the
jury, if that is worshiping God, then we are interfering
with their religious worship. There is nobody inter-
fering with their religious worship.”

The question before us, then, is, Shall we
admit that it 1s not interfering with our religious
worship when they attempt to compel us to
refrain from labor on the first day of the week?
We may ask, Why do they attempt to compel

cessation of secular labor on Sunday?— Mani-

festly because they regard it a holy day, and,

consider that mere abstention from ¢¢worldly
labors *’ constitutes keeping the day holy. Then
if we cease labor on that day in deference to
their command, we are performing a religious
ceremony, since in so far as we do obeisance to
the power that has put its holiness npon that
day, we conform to its ideas of holiness. Holi-
ness and religious worship cannot be disassoci-
ated. When we put on their holiness,— observe
the day they regard holy, and observe it in a
manner which they declare constitutes holiness,—
we are substituting another system of religious
worship for the religious worship of the true
God.

But substituting, or causing to substitute, or
attempting to cause to substitute one system of
religions worship for another, is certainly inter-
fering with that other. Then wasn’t the State
of Georgia interfering with the religious worship
of these brethren when it attempted to compel
them to substitute its religious worship,— re-
fraining from labor on Sunday,—for the relig-
ious worship of the true God? or, even if they
did not attempt to compel a substitution but
simply an additional religious rite, can a man
serve two masters? If one master says, You
may continue obedience to your present master,
but you must ¢lso honor my commands, and the
latter’s commands call for allegiance to a power

contrary to the fivst, isn’t he interfering with
allegiance to the first master?

This is well illastrated in ¢¢Great Contro-
versy,”” p. 65, where it is said of the Sabbath-
keeping Waldenses : —

¢ Amid the prevailing error and superstition, many,
even of the true people of God, became so bewildered
that while they observed the Sabbath, they refrained
from labor also on Sunday.”

And p. 63, when the pressure of the papal
power was brought to bear upon the Britons, they
‘“steadfasily replied that they knew no otler
master than Christ.”’

The issue belween Rome and the Chnreh of
God at the present time would be cleaver to
many minds should Leo XTIII. instruct Satolh
openly and plainly to demand Christians, in so
many words, to acknowledge the supremacy of
the sovereign pountifl by honoring Sonday, the
mark of his power. But the same principles ave
involved in catering to the spirit of the papacy
working throngh professedly Protestant counrts
now, as were involved in submitting-to the de-
mands of the ‘“emissary of Rome™ in the time of
the Waldenses. ¢ Protestants are working in dis-
guise {0 bring Sunday to the front, as did the
LRomandsts,”’ — ¢ Testimony No. 32,7 p. 205.
The same two masters are in the same contro-

versy now as then. Shall we be ol the ¢¢be-
) | ,

witdered ”? or of the ¢‘steadfast’’ class?
Then if total abstention from labor on the

first day of the week, either as a substitute or in
addition to the observancc of the seventh day,
is a teansference of allegianee from God to a
foreign power, what can be said of a partial
refraining from work on Sunday in deference to
those who choose to regard it as holy, and a lit
subject for legislation?

“Therve is a prospect before us of a continued strug-
gle, at the risk of {imprisonment, loss of property, and
even of life itself, to defend the law of God, which is
made void by the laws of men. In this situation
worldly policy will urge an outward compliance with the
laws of the land, for the sake of peace and harmony.”
« Testimony No. 33,” p. 240.

I we abs;tain from labor either wholly or par-
tially, and do not regard the day holy or do nol
consider the abstention from labor the fulfill-
ment of a command from God, it must be that
we do so, either to satisfy owr persecutors ov to
escape suffering and punishment on our part.
1t reduces itself, fhen, to this simple question,
Will either of these results glorify God? This
s a question involving eternal interests, and

et each individual must answer for himself,
cuided by the Spirit of God.

As to the point of satisfying our persecutors,
we have this statement concerning those Wal-
denses whose bewilderment led them to refrain
from labor on Sunday after observing the sev-
enth day of the week, found in ¢<Great Coniro-
versy,”’ p. 65—

<But this [refraining from work on Sunday] did not
satisfy the papal leaders. They demanded not only
that Sunday be hallowed, hut that the Sabbath be pro-
faned ; and they denounced in the strongest langunage
those who dared to show it honor.”

This 1s the same power with which we have to
deal now,—a power whose vaunting -declaration
is that she never .changes. No less will satisfy
her now than then. If the persecuting power
should be satisfied with our céasing to labor on
Sunday, it would only serve to show that, in her
mind, she had gained her point, and that we
were giving allegiance to her. To satisfy the
enemy is a very dangerons thing, and certainly
cannot glorify God.

The accomplishment of this present attempt to
compel honor o Sunday by abstinence from labor
on that day, will be but the stepping-stone to
oppress those who dare to show honor to another

‘day. They must not only honor Sunday, but

they must also stop honoring the seventh day of
the week. The following words from ¢ Testi-
mony No. 32,7’ pp. 208 and 206, are to the
point 1 —

“The Sunday movement is now making its way in

darkness, The leaders are concealing the trie issue,
and many who unite in the movement do not themselves
see whither the under-current is tending

“The Protestant world to-day see in the little com-
pany kecping the Sabbath a Mordecai in the gate. His
character and conduct, expressing reverence for the law
of God, are a constant rebuke to those who have cast
off the fear of the Lord, and are trampling upon his
Sabbath ; the unwelcome intruder must by some means be
put out of the way. The same masterful mind that
plotted against the faithful in ages past is still seeking fo
™d the earth of those who fear God and obey lislaw >’

When we honor Sunday by either totally or
partially refraining from work, we are ventaring
on the enemy’s ground, and arve going so far
in satisfying his demands. In the Georgia trial
one of the witnesses emphasized the fact that the
defendants were working @n the back end of the
chnreh, thus showing how the enemy regards any
attempl on our part to conciliate or soothe the
spirit of persecution.  Kven if done with the
hest of motives, they misunderstand and misin-
terpret our motives.

Our great Exemplar has left on record for our
study his experience with the Pharisecs on the
Sabbath «question.  Tn ¢ Spirit of Prophecy,”
Vol. I1., pp. 161 and 162, we have these words

. ’ . ’ . .
concerning the healing of the palsied sufferer by
Jesus at the.pool of Bethesda, on the Sahbath
day

‘A controversy now took plaee in regard to the trie
elaims of the Sabbath law, Jlesus had purposely
chosen the Sabbath day npon which to perform the
miracle at the pool. He could have healed the sick
man as well on any other day of the week; also he
might have simply cared him, and avoided arousing the
indignation of the Jews, by bidding him take up his
bed and depart. - But a wise purpose underlay every
act of Christ’s life on earth; everything he did was
tmportant in itself and its teaching. He came to vindi-
cate his Father’s law aud make it honorable. The Sab-
bath, instead of being the blessing it was designed to
be, had become a curse through the added requirements
of the Jews. Jesus wished to vid it of these incum-
brances aud leave it standing upon its own holy dignity.
Therefore he chose the Sabbath for this special work.
He selected the worst case among the afflicted ones at
the pool of Bethesda upon whom Lo exercise his miracu-
lous healing power, and bade him carry his hed through
the city, in order to publish the great work that had
heen wrought upon him, to call the atteution of the
people to his case, to the circumstances attending his
cure, and 10 Him by whom it had been accomplished.
This would raise the question of what it was lawful to
do on the Sabbath day, and would give him an oppor-
tunity te denounce the narrow prejudice and restrictions
of the Jews in vegard to the Lord’s day, and declave
their bigotry and traditions void.”

Yet we cannot call this defiance. The Spirit
of God ig never defiant nor rash; and if we have it
dwelling in us, we will not defy nor cowrt perse-
cution, but simply by God’s help maintain our
integrity and loyalty to God.

In this case at the pool of Bethesda, Jesus,
go far from catering to the demands of the
Pharisees to do honor to their ideas of Sabbath-
keeping, even chose for the performing of this
miracle, the very day npon which he knew that
the Pharisees had forbidden this kind of work
to be done. But he was simply doing the works
of his Father. This is all that is required of us.

To answer the second part of our question,—
whether or not escaping punishment will glorify
God,—we have many precedents from the word
of God. Lel it be said here that while lawyers
and judges in court are continually appealing to
precedents, instead of arguing upon the merits of
the case, yet when we appeal to precedents estah-
lished by our great Advocate, it is consoling to
know that all his rulings are infallible.

The true Christian’s sentiment is uttered by
Paul in Phil. 1:20: ¢«¢ According to my earnest
expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall
be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as al-
ways, so now also Christ shall be magnified in
my body, whether it be by life, or by death.”

Tt is, then, immaterial to the Christian whether
lie suffer or not, providing Christ be magnified.
It is nothing to him to eseape physical snffer-
ing, if Christ be thereby magnified.

In ¢« Early Writings,”” p. 39, chapter entitled

© ¢« Experience and Views, '’ are these words : —
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<“We must be partakers of Christ's sufferings here, if
we would share in his glory hereafter.  f we seck our
ot interest, . . . we shall dishonor God.”

In the same book, on p. 39 of the portion en-
titled ¢¢ Spiritual Gifts,” are these words con-
cerning Peter’s denial of the Lord : «“When he
was aceused of being one of his disciples, faur
Jor his own safety Ted him to declare thai he
linew not the man.”’

And on p. 43, when Jesus was in the hands
of Herod, It was not the work of Jesus to
gratify (~urloslty or to seck lis own safety.”’
Neither is it ours. But how can 1t bLe deter-
mined whether Christ will be magnified by our
suffering or by our eseape!? (/elt(unl) noune but
Christ himsell can foresee. < They shall LLy
their hands on you and persecute you, delivering
you up, to the synagogues, and into prisons, bv
ing brought before kings and rulers for my name’s
sal(c. And it shall turn to you for a testinony.
Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate
before what ye shall answer: for I will give you
a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries
shall not be able to gainsay nor resist.”  Luke
21: 12-15.

Then wheu this is done, if sulfering follow as
a result of this testimouy it will be for the glory

of God ; il sullering is escaped, then will Christ
be magnilied. W. E. Howgn..

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS.

A sisteEr writes thus from Nebraska:--

It 18 a theme of l(,J()l(,lll” with us to see
how the work has advanced in the past few
wonths. Truly the Lord is in this work, and
the message is going with a loud cry. chon ts
from all over the Nebraska field are wmost en-
couraging. Many are taking their stand for
the truth even itu the face of oppomtlon The
Macedonian ery is coming from every quarter of
the State, and is being 1(,spondcd to as fasl as
possible.  Laborers are few, comp: ared with the
openings, but those who are in the
meeting with success, and are getbing a strong
hold upon the power of God. New laborers
are enlisting in the worl, consecrating all to the
Master’s service. Four Bible institutes were

arranged for the winter, threc of which are in
the past. At these weneml mectings thus far,
the Spirit of the Lord moved deeply upon the
hearts of those in attendance.  God gave repent-
ance to many poor souls who had been in the
background for some time. There was also a
good work doune for the young people.

¢“The missionary spirit seems to be gaining a
strong hold upon our churches, and nearly every-
where there is an awakening to the times in
which we live. The amount of literature, tracts,
pamphlets, etc., that is being sent constantly
from this office is remarkable.

‘¢ We ean see in all this the hand of God,
and that the last warning message of mercy is
being rapidly given to the world, preparing a
people to stand through the perils of those days
just preceding the elose of this world’s history.”

We gather the following interesting item from
a letber 1'e(,u\md from lLrother L. B. Losey, of
Minnesota : -

] reeeive many lettors from mdividuals who
have become convineed of the truth through
reading out traets and periodicals, and they write
me to lmow where they can find some of our
brethren, or where they can attend some of our
mectmgs to learn more of the truth. To show
how the Sabbath truth is taking hold of the
hearts of men, 1 will quote a letter I received
two days ago from a person who lives 250
miles from Minneapolis:—

“Dgar Smw: My wife and I, by reading
tracts and papers published by Seventh day Ad-
ventbists, are convineed that ‘S(Ltllldd,y is the Sab-
bath.  There are no Adventists in this city thut
we koow of, and we would hike an opportunity {
learn still more of their doetrine ; and as there is
no Seventh«day Adventist church anywhere near

field are:

“this winter.

{his city, we would like to come to Minneapolis
and go to church some Sabbath. Now if it
would not bie dskmo too mueh, could you aceom-
wodate us so we could have an opportunity to
hear the truth spoken? We are not yet mem-
bers of the church, but hope to be. T would be
pleased to hear from you soon in regard to the
matter. I got your name and address ifrom a
paper entitled Signs of the Times.’

“QOught not this to encourage the missionary
worker to renewed effort to reach sueh honest
souls who arc so anxious to know God’s truth
that they will saerilice their time and money, and
come 250 miles to listen to that which has
stirred their hearts 27

The secretary of the Towa Tract and Mission-
ary socteby writes as follows of the missionary
work m that State: —

“The traet work has been very active mn Iowa
Over half a ton of traets have been
sent out from the State depository. The most of
these have been distributed by the envelope plan.
This has been a great help spiritually to those
who have en(mged in this work. Large orders
are still coming in, and we hope the wozk will be
continued.’’

The missionary work 1s also prospering mn
Penunsylvania, as may be seen by the followmg,
taken from a letter from the seeretary of the
tract and missionary society of that State : —

«“We are caused to rejoice for the work that
has been done dulm{_J the past year among our
local tract societies in Pennsylvania. More en-
ergy and zeal hav«, been manifested than for any
five years previous, both in character and in
quality. We have sold more traets and pam-
phlets than n any two years before.

“One feature of our work among the churches
and ab the institute, was preaching the cross of
Clirist more fully, laying aside doctrinal subjeets
which heretofore have been the main feature of
the work.

¢ Quite & number of new canvassers buve en-
tered the field to push the work more vigorously.
Our canvassers have more of o missionary spirit
than ever before. In connection with selling
their subseription books, many of them sell the
tracts and pamphlets of both the Religious Lib-
erty Library and the Bible Students’ Library,
as helps.  Many will not sell anything as helps
but our religious liberty tracts, even though
there s bat little profit in them. They do not
seem o look so much to the profits as to the re-
sult of their work. We cannol bui. praise the
Lord fer the experienee whieh only foretells of
what is just before, and press ou with greater
determination to make our work more effective.’’

A brother from Arkansas gives a report of the
worle in that State :

«“The missionary work is increasing, and we
are begiuning to scatter a good many tracts.
Some of our brethren are giving a month’s time
to the distribution of our literature, and the lo-
cal societies are furnishing them with the read-
mg-matter. We expeet othels of our workers to
lollow this good precedent. The work is ommd
in our State, and we are of good eourage.’

South Dakota is also moving fmwald 1w the
good work of distributing our publications, as
the following extract ﬁom a letler ]atcly received
from the fa(,uet(uy of the tract and nugsionary
society n that State will show:—

4<Tf 1s ovident that the work is enlarging and
woving forward in a wonderful manner. At our
annual camp-meeting the report of labor showed
that twice as mueh had been done as had been
aceomplished the preceding year, and from all
indications we ean safely prediet that it will be
at least double this year what it was last year.
Not only have many new converts been added to
our numbers, but a new spirit seems to have
taken hold of those who have been longer in the
way.

«Of late the worlk of distributing tracts has
been taken up, both by loeal traet societies and
by seattered Sabbath-keepers, and plans are

being laid to push this work till every family in
the State, not of our -faith, has had an oppor-
tunity to read and learn the precious truth for
this time. The workers were never of better
courage, nor did the work ever seem to be pro-
gressing so rapidly, nor the outlook to be more
encouraging than at the present time.” '

- The Sabbath=School,

‘*The entrance of thy words giveth light.”—Ps. 119:130.

LESSONS ON THE BOOK OF LUKE.

Lesson 13.—Instruction in Righteousness.
Luke 6 : 27-49.

(Sabbath, March 31.)

As this is the last lesson in the quarter, it will be well
Lo tuke a geuelal view of the quarter’s work, chapter
by chapter, giving in order, as far as possible, the
various topios covered. Do not be discouraged it you
cannoi do this perfectly at this time. ~10u will find
that you can do it very much better than you thought
was possible when you began; and, although you may
ot as yet get the exact ordel of all the topics thai you
do recall, you can get them pretty nearly in their proper
place. and can readily find them. It will be worth
while to read carefully the six chapters in counection,
noting the various subjects treated of. The analysis of
the lessons will aid you in this. Yndeavor to recall
from memory ab lcast the principal topic of each
chapter. Thus, of the first, promise of John and Jcsus,
and birth of Jobhn; of the second, birth and childhood
of Jesus; of the third, Jesus baptized by John ; fourth,
teniptation in the wilderness, rejection at Nazareth,
and miracles; fifth, miraculous draught of fishes, and
healing of the palsied man ; sixth, the Sabbath a merei-
ful institution, and instruction. These are the principal
topics; a little thought will enable you to recall others ;
and these will bring a host of detuils to your mind, in
which you will ﬁm( much comfort and instruction in
righteousness,

1. How must we regard our encemies ?
2. What must we do to those who hate us ?
3. If people curse, and act spitefully, what must
do?
4. How should we act in casc violence is done to us ?
5. What general rule is given to guide our couduct
to others ?

6. What is said of those who love only the ones who
fove them ?

7. In what wuy do we show that we arc children
of the Highest ?

8. If we are children of God,
siandard of wercy ?

9. What did the Saviour
condemmning ?

10. What will determine the kind of treatment that
we ure to receive ?

11. What parable did e speak to them ?

{2. Who is the standard of perfection ?

13. By what illustration did Jesus show the folly of
trying to correct the faults of others while we our-
selves are doing the same things ?

14, How is cvery tree known ?

13, What must be the nature of a man’s heart before
he can do that which is good ?

16, What only can come [rom an evil heart ?

17. What determines the character of words and
actions ¥ '

18, In whal kind of profession does the Lord uot de-
light ?

19, To whom is the man likened who hears the say-
ings of Christ and does them ?

20, What is said of the man who hears them au(l
docs them not ?

what will be our

say abowt judging and

I. Bevause thc precepis of Christ are so littic
practiced, it is conunon to assume that they cannot be.
The attempts to ““explain” the words of Jesus, re-
corded in Luke 6 : 27-31, especially verse 29, so as to
show that they mean something different from what
they actually say, are simply attempts to accommodate
them to common usage. It is very frequently said,
“Nobody follows these instructions.” It is not safe to
make such general assertions, simply because we may
not know of people who follow them. But cven if
there were none who followed Christ’s teachings, thal
would not affect them any. He did it, ‘“leaving us an
example, that ye should follow his steps: . . . who,
when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he
suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to
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him that judgeth righteously.” 1 Peter 2:21-23.
(See also verses 19, 20.) If Christ’s example in com-
mitting himself to God were followed, it would not be so
difficult to see how his example in leading a peaceful
life can be followed.

2. ¢ God commendeth his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” Rom.
5:8. ‘“He maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on
the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the
unjust.” Matt. 5:45. This is the character of the
Father. Therefore all who are children of God have
the same characteristics. They love, not simply those
who love them, but all men, even their enemies.
Christ prayed for his murderers. Luke 23:84. That
was a manifestation of divine love. Only those in
whom the Spirit of God dwells are capable of such
unselfish love. It is not in human nature.

8. Another thing that will characterize the children
of the Highest is that they will lend to those from
whom they can hope to receive nothing in return.
That is the way that God gives. The great gift of
righteousness (Rom. 3 : 17) is bestowed upon those who
have nothing to give in return. Rom. 11: 385, 36.
Paganism teaches that God helps those who help
themselves,” Christianity teaches that God helps those
who cannot help themselves. < Ior when we were yet
without strength, in due time Christ died for the
ungodly.” Rom. 5: 6.

4. ¢ Judge not, that ye be not judged.” The apostle
Paul tells us that whosoever judges another, thereby
shows himself to be guilty. Rom. 2 :1. James says:
“Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that
speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother,
speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if
thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but
a judge. There is one lawgiver, who is able to save
and to destroy: who art thou that judgest another?”
James 4:11, 12. “For the Lord is our judge, the
Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord is our King; he will
save us.” Isa. 33:22. < Who art thou that judgest
another man’s servant? to his own master he standeth
or falleth ; yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able
to make him stand.” Rom.14:4. “But why dost
thou judge thy brother ? or why dost thou set at naught
thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judg-
ment-seat of Christ. . . . So then every one of us shall
give account of himself to God. Let us not there-
fore judge one another any more.” Verses 10-13.

5. “A good man out of the good treasure of his
heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil
man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth
that which is evil : for of the abundance of the heart
his mouth speaketh.” Out of the heart are the issues
of life, TProv. 4:23. From this we learn that it is
nseless to try to do geod in order to be good, but that a
man does good only because he is already good. From
an evil heart only evil can come. Whoever says that
he means to do better than he is doing, thereby ac-
knowledges that he is not now good. Now since only
cvil can come from evil, how is the man going to do
the good that he resolves to do? He has nothing but
evil out of which to manufacture his proposed good
deeds ; but good cannot come from evil, For a man,
therefore, to attempt to make himself better, is really
to do evil that good may come. He who, acknowledg-
ing himself to be evil, claims that he himself can do
that which is good, if he only exerts all the power that
is in him, virtually takes the position that there is
really no such thing as evil, but that what is called evil
is only undeveloped good. “Is it impossible, then, for
an evil man to become good?”-—7Yes, by his own
efforts ; but the things that are impossible with man are
possible with God. TLet the man submit himself to
God, to be made a new man, and then all things will be
of God. 2 Cor. 5:1%, 18. He must first be made good
by the Lord, and then he will do that which is good.
His righteousness will then be fruit that naturally
springs from the Spirit of God that dwells in him.
Gal. 5:21-23.

Special Jofices.

MICHIGAN CANVASSERS’ INSTITUTE.

THERE will be a canvassers’ institute, for the can-
vassers-in Ontario and Michigan in Battle Creek, from
April 4-16. All canvassers in our Conference are in-
vited to attend. I. H. Evaxs.

Ovid, Mich.

«“«FROM BATTLE CREEK.”

EvERY once in a while a report comes to us from a
Conference president that some individual is in their
territory, plying some kind of work, stating that he has
been sent out from Battle Creek or from the Rrview
ANp HerALD Publishing Co., and “that, therefore, his
methods should be indorsed by the brethren.

‘We are just in receipt of such a communication from
the president of the Indiana Conference. We believe
that our brethren should always be on their guard

against people who are traveling from place to place,
representing themselves as Seventh-day Adventists.
The Lord has a regularly organized plan of work, and
when an individual gets the missionary spirit and wants
to labor in the cause, he usually desires to labor in the
regular way, and it should be known once for all
that the brethren at Battle Creek do not send people
into any Conference or territory without consulting the
leading brethren in those Conferences. In this way, the
individuals thus sent out are working, not under the di-
rection of Battle Creek, but under the direction of the
Conference president in the State in which they are at
work,

So it is not enough for a man to say he has come from
Battle Creck. He must show his credentials from the
loeal Conference in which he wishes to labor. People
will attempt to practice many frauds upon our brethren,
especially during these hard times, and it is always bet-
ter to go a little slow on taking up everything that
comes along. It is always well to be cautious; and
while we should heed the Seriptural injunction to enter-
tain strangers, we should at the same time be careful
that we do not allow them to take means away from us
that should be used in the advancement of the cause of
God. Many impostors have gone out and will go out.
Do not be afraid to investigate them, and be careful
not to be deluded by them. A O. Tarr

NOTE THIS!

BE on your guard against receiving as a brother a

party by the name of A. E. King, lately of Manitoba. -

He is a large man, perhaps sixty years of age. Has
gray hair and eyes. He sometimes represents himself
a8 a minister, and claims to have formerly been a mem-
ber of the Kansas City church. He has imposed upon
the brethren here, and proved himself unworthy of
confidence. He is liable to make his appearance any-
where, but more probably in Pemnsylvaunia. If neces.
sary, particulars may be had by addressing the writer at
Mec Gregor, Manitoba. C. W. Frarz,

TO BRETHREN IN WISCONSIN.

DEaR FELLOW-LABORERS 1N CHRIST: Allow me to
address you through the columns of the Rmvimw, on
some subjects that have rested with some weight on
my mind.

We believe that we are living in the very last days,
and that the gospel message for our time is to be ‘her-
alded throughout the whole land right away. It is being

published more and more ; but arc we all actively en-,

gaged in our part of the work, doing all we can ? And
he gave ““to every man his work.”

There is one thing we all can do and must do, if the
““well done” is ever to be said to us, and that is to
engage in the tract and periodical work in some way.
Evidently we all belong to some local tract and mission-
ary society in the State. Do you belong to it ? If not,
why not ? Tract and periodical work is an effectual
way of getting the truth before the people. More are
brought to Christ by reading the Bible, religious books,
pamphlets, tracts, or papers, than by preaching. Read-
ing-matter containing a knowledge of the last saving
message to the world isto do a great work in the land
ere the end comes. I quote from an old edition of < Spirit
of Prophecy,” Vol. IV., p. 430 : ‘“The message will
be carried, as was the midnight cry of 1844, not so
much by argument as by the deep conviction of the
Spirit of God. The arguments have been presented.
The sced hias been sown, and now it will spring up and
bear fruit. The publications distributed by missionary
workers have exerted their influence. . . . Now the rays
of light penetrate everywhere, the truth is seen in its
clearness, . . . @& large number take their stand upon
the Lord’s side.” ‘< By thousands of voices, all over the
earth, the message will be given.”

Now is the time to put forth the arguments in read-
ing-matter, for the loud ery is right upon us; it is here.
I repeat it, Now it is time to place the arguments in the
field, if they have not been sent forth. Arewe putting
forth an effort to have the arguments go forth to the
world ¢ Dear brethren and sisters in Wisconsin, what
are we doing ? But it takes means to get these gospel
truths into the field. Are we faithfully making fourth-
Sabbath donations to support this feature of the worlk ?
What about our first-day offerings for foreign mission
work ? Are we forgetting these, too? What about
the ““well done,” soon to be said to the faithful ? Wil
it be said of me? Did you ever stop to consider that it
may be necessary for us to sell a portion of our sub-
stance, if we have any, to support our own home tract
society, as well ag the foreign mission work, —to sell
to make larger fourth-Sabbath and first-day offerings?

Do not let our home tract society be crippted by debt,
barely living. Support it by our means as well as by
prayers,— love in deed and not only in word. Let us
get our society out of debt, thus giving the State tract
society a chance to work more freely. Shall we still
declare by tongue and word to our fellow-men and in
our solemn assemblies that we love God and man,” and

-

‘end.

let these debts cripple our own home work and the
State tract society in its work ? Shall we put our
shoulders to the wheel, and give the tract and periodical
work a hearty moral and financial support all along the
line? Benot content with simply paying what is due ;
let us do all we can. We do not want togo about this
work in a fanatical way, butin a quiet, earnest, steady
manner, in the fear of the Lord. The writer hopes to
be more faithful henceforth in this work.

Will you join in this work, dear believer in Christ,
and let faith work by love? May we work with the
ability given us, ere it be toolate. In ¢ Testimonies for
the Church,” Vol. L, p. 175, we read : I was shown
that as the work is closing up, and the truth is
going forth in mighty power, these rich men will bring
their means and lay it at the feet of the servants of
God, begging them to accept it. The answer from the
servants of God will be, ‘Go to now, ye rich men.
Your means is not needed. Ye withheld it when ye
could do good with it in advancing the cause of God.

"The needy have suffered; they have not been blessed

God will not aceept your riches now.
Go to now, ye rich men.”” Consider that this is < as
the work is closing up,” erve probation is closed ; but
after that the arguments have been presented by the
religious books, pamphlets, tracts, and papers contain-
ing the message. Now the arguments are going, and
the loud cry is here, too; but where are we? Shall onr
means come too late to the support of the tract and
missionary work at home and abroad ? Some one will
come too late. I note in ““Rise and Progress,” pp. 57
and 58, the bitter experience of some in the 1844 move-
ment, who came too late with their means at that time.
They came to those who were engaged in printing the
message, and laid thousands of dollars before them,
urging them with tears to accept their money. The
reply was, “* You are too late! We have paid for all
the reading-matler we can possibly circulate before the
We have hired several power presses to run
night and day; we do not want any niore money,”
“We can’t uge it.” When this shall be repeated, it
will be forever foo late. ““The harvest is past, the
summer is ended, and we are not saved.”

We have at present books, pamphlets, tracts, and
periodicals containing the present truth fresh and pow-
erful in several languages, waiting our demand, so we
are without excuse in this line. TLel us take of the
means God has given us, and get this heaven-sent
literature, and herald everywhere the truth of God and
his Christ. .

Youwho have made pledges and Lave not paid them,
we hope you may sooh be able to meet these obliga-
tions. - Maybe you made your pledge on condition of
selling some piece of property; but is it not time to sell?
If we ever expecet to unlock our earthly possessions and
transfer them to the eternal abode, we will have to be
al the work right early. Jesus is soon coming. O
precious thought! heavenly truth! but are we geiting
ready, and telling our neighbors to get ready ?

To vow or pledge to the support of God’s cause is in
harmony with the spirit of truth. «<Vow, and pay
unto the Lord your God : let all that be round about him
bring presents unto him that onght to be feared.” Ps.
76:11. TLet us not be fearful in making pledges or
vows, but let us remember 10 pay them. ¢ When thou
vowest a vow unto God, defer a0t to pay it.” Heel. 5:4.
Will we say before the angel (verse 6) who influenced
us to vow unto God, <1t was an error”’? and ask him to
exense us? Do you want God to release you from pay-
ing your vow? I do not; I want to pay my vow, and
then vow again and pay that, too, and so on till the
work of supporting the cansc of Christ with means is
done.

Dear brethren and sisters, are therc any of you who
have made pledges in the past to the foreign mission
fund, to the college fund, to the tent- and camp-meet-
ing expense fund, or to any other fund, and have not
paid them? Remember your promise before God, and
pay your vows when due, if yon can. Pray God to help
you to meet all these obligations; they are precious ob-
ligations, yea, heavenly privileges. Let us rally around
the standard of Christ, and support the blessed cause
for which Jesus died. He gave his life for ns; what
have we given to him and his dear cause?

H. R. Joaxsox.

dlews of He Weeh,

FOR WEEK ENDING MARCH 17, 1894,

by your means.

DOMESTIC.

— A Dbill has passed the New York Assembly making
hazing a erime.

— The Bland silver bill passed the senate, March 15,
by thirteen majority. '

— Senator Keifer, of Minnesota, has submitted a prop-
osition to the river and harbor committee for the
survey ol a canal route, connecting: Lake Superior with
the Misgissippi River. '
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—- Congress adjourned over St. Patricl’s day.

-— Alarge number of unemployed men and professional
dead-heads are gathering at Massillon, Oliio, declaring

their intention to march to Washington tolay their griev-

ances before the government.

~— Governor Waite, ot Colorado, has got into difficulty
with the courts of his State, and has called out the State
militia, and placed the city of Denver nnder martial
law. Great excitement prevails there. Many people
think the governor is insane.

—The United States government will save the
“Kearsarge” if possible. The -*Orion,” a monster
tug-boat, has started from Boston for the scene of the
wreck on Roncador Reef. Lieutenant Brainerd, of the
“ Kearsarge,” will go with her.

— French exhibitors who lost their goods at the fire
in the World’s Fair gronnds, have made a formal de-
mahd of Secretary Gresham for $70,000 damages. The
secretary has sent the demand to Dr. Peabody, acting
director general of the Exposition.

—- The fishing steamer ¢ Edith ” caught fire on Lake
Erie. The crew escaped on the life-boat, and-after a
terrible experience and danger both of burning and
drowning, they were rescued by the ftug ‘“ Annie
Robertson,” and taken to Sandusky.

—The dispute arising from the act of the Pittsburg,
Pa., school-board, allowing Catholic nuns to teach in
the public school, clothed in the habit of their order,
hag been brought before the courts. A bitter fight is
expected. The Catholics say they will, if beaten, carry
the case to the highest court in the conntry. :

~—The birthday of the sultan of Turkey, was cele-
brated in New York City, I'eb. 22. A large num-
ber of Turkish subjects assembled at the office of the
Arabic paper printed in that city. Speeches were made
by both Mohammedans and Greek Christians. All ex-
pressed themselves satisfled with the sultan’s govern-
ment,

—The rescuing party in search of the thirteen miners
who were entombed by the caving in of the Gaylord
mine near Wilkesbarre, Pa., ¥eb, 13, came across their
remaing after working day and nighi for a month.
The bodies were so badly decomposed as to he unrec-
ognizable, except for the clothing they wore. About
fifty ehildren were thus left fatherless.

FOREIGN.

-~ The government of Italy still supports 28,255
monks and nuns.

— Rusgia has ordered the formation of thrce new
brigades of infantry, increasing her army thereby 150,-
000 men.

— The danger at Rio being now over, Admiral Ben-
ham has been ordered to Bluefields, Nicaragua, to look
after American interests there.

~—An anarchist altempted to explode a bomb in the
church Madeleine, Paris, March 15, and was blown
10 pieces by his own bomb. The church was not dam-
aged.

— A motion to abolish the House of Lords, was
suddenly brougfit before the Commons, March 14, by
Mr. Labouchere, and wags carried by a vote of 147
to 145.

— A leutenant colonel in the Russian army, who was
found giving information to the Austrians concerning
Russian armies and defences, has been hanged by order
of the czar.

~The Brazilian rebellion and war is over. The in-
surgents, despairing of the success of their cauge, offered
to surrender on condition that their lives should be
spared. Peixoto refused to accept their surrender upon
such terms, demanding unconditional surrender. The
officers and many of the sailors of the insurgents then
took refuge on ships of the foreign squadrons in the
bay. Now that he hag subdined the rebellion, Peixoto
appears to be determined to punish them as severely as
possible.

RELIGIOUS.

— Evangelist B, Fay Mills will fill!Dr. Talmage’s pul-
pit during his absence.

-—The Catholic bishop of Hidalgo, Mexico,
expelled the Jesuits from the college in that city.

— Father Tighe, of Newark, N. J., in a sermon
preached in that city, March 11, attacked the A. P. A.,
and declared that that pernicious organization must be
driven from the country.

—The New York Observer reports that during the
few past months 80,000 persons in this country have
made a profession of the Christian religion. This
estimation does not inclnde Catholics.

~The Kansas Methodisi Episcopal Conference hag

has

declared football to be a brutal game, and by a unani- !

mous vote refuses to lend its aid to’colleges that allow
football teams to practice flying and mass plays,

!

—An uncommon revival of religion is reported from
Decatur, IIl. March 18 prayer-meetings were held in
seventy-five private residences. Business is generally
suspended, a dozen saloons also closing. One thousand
persons have professed conversion.

— The Mormon Church has completed arrangements
for the purchase of 3,000,000 acres of land in the State
of Chihuahua, Mexico, and will move 20,000 colonists
upon it. The land is rich for grazing and timber. A
railroad will be.constructed, connecting Salt Lake City
with the Mormon colonies in Mexico, of which there
are now several.

Appointments,

‘““And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature.”’—Mark 16:15.

In each of the following places there will be
preaching in the evening of the first day of the appoint-
ment, at 7 :30 : —

Scottville, Mich., March 23 -25
Leroy, ¢ 26, 27
Tustin, ‘f‘ 28, 29
Morley, “ 80 to April 2
Denver, April 6-9
Shelby, ‘ 13-16

Opportunity for baptism will be given at these meet-
ings. We hope all will be ready to do their duty at the
time appointed. R. C. Honron.

BUSINESS NOTICES.

[UnpErR this head, short business notices will be inserted at one
dollar for each notice of four lines or less. Over four lines, twenty-
five ecents a line. Persons unkiown to the managers of the REviEw
must give good references as to their standing and responsibility,
T'en words constitule a line,]

For Sare.— A good improved farm of 160 acres for
sale cheap, on easy terms, near city limits, good brick
dwelling, good orchard. TFor particulars, address Box
708, Owosso, Mich.

‘WaxtED.— To secure a loan of $3000 to be used in
erecting a church building in Chicago. Good security
given. In behalf of the Chicago South Side Seventh-
day Adventist church, Morris Fitch, Secretary Board
of Trustees, 4359 Champlain Ave., Chicago, 111,

For Sa1e.—1 have a fine lot of the following straw-
berry plants: Burbach, Daverland, Warfield, Eureka,
Jessie, Gandy, Gypsy, Jumbo, Crescent, Boynton, Daisy,
Michel's Early, for sale cheap. Send for price list. Our
Surprise Party and Family Gathering, free, W. C.
Eaton, Jeddo, N. Y.

LABOR BUREAU.

Wanted.— Work on a farm among Sabbath-keepers
by a young man. Address Harry Mallory, Homer,
Mich,

Seventh-day Adventist papers and tracts, €. W.
Stanley, South Omaha, Nebr. ‘

Seventh-day Adventist papers.
801 First St., Frankfort, Ind.

Seventh-day Adventist papers.
265 8. Harwood St., Dallas, Tex.

Seventh-day Adventist tracts and papers. Mrs. M. M.
Brown, Bellaire, Smith Co., Kans.

Seventh-day Adventist papers and tracts.
Corlkkham, Hantsport, Nova Scotia.

Mrs. N. J. Zwyers,

Mrs. W. H. Corell,

D. A

Reviews, Signs, Sentincls, and Youth’s Instructors,
W. A. Richardson, Mansfield, Ohio.

““ Rome’s Challenge,” Signs, veligiousliberty literature,
ete. J. W. Houser, Fact, Clay Co., Kans,

Sentinels, Signs, and tracis for reading-rack,
Satterlee, 54 South 20th St., La Fayette, Ind.

Seventh-day Adventist papers and religious lberty
literature. T.ewis E. Fisher, North Baltimore, Ohio.

Our periodicals, in English, German, and Scandina-

Albert

vian, Mrs. H. F. Stevens, Bristol, Day Co., So. Dak.

Signs, Sentinels, Youth’s Instructors, and Little
Friend. Kate A. Guerrier, Monticello, Aroostook
Co., Me.

Signs, Sentinels, ‘- Rome’s Challenge,” and any tracts
of Seventh-day Adventist literatute. H. M. Hiatt,
Grand Summit, Kans,

Travelers” Guide.

MICHIGAN (CENTRAL

“The Niagara Falls Route.”

—a

i

Corrected Feb. 11, 1894,

tDetroit | 1Mail & |¥N, Y. &% Bastern|%N.Shore|* Atl' ntic
EAST. Accom. | Express.|Bos. Spl.| Express. Limugd‘? Express,
“hSTATIONS. 6
Chicago........... am 6.60/am10.80|pm 2.30 4 .
Michigan 855 pm 12,15 437 512(5) v mffgg
Niles...... 10.20 1.18 .16 6.981am 12.46
Ralamazoo am 7.15|pm12.07 2.20! .30 .61 2.20
Battle Cree 8.4 12.53 2.57, .08 8,23 3.03
Jackson... 10.00 3.00 4.15 27 9.40] 4.4
Ann Arbor 11.06 4.18 5.08) 201 10.38 6.50
Detrois.. pm 12, 5.46 6.15 10.25, 11.80] 7.15
Buffalo, . am12.40{am 6.56/am 6.20/pm 6.10
Rocheste 3.85 . 9.25) 8.20
Now Vork. e i B P
w . . pm 2. . m 7.05am 7.
Boston ...... ... L 0 a5 1™ 9.5 8
W BNY.Bos, | tMail & |¥N.Shore|%Chicago! + Kalam.| ¥Pacifi ¢
EST &0hi,8p.} Bxpress.| Limited. Expresgs. 1:A.ccom. Wxpress,
am10.30 pm 2.00 m 7.16
N pm 1.00 4.30(pm 6.00{pm 7.80 r 9.16
Syracuse .. 8.26 am12.05jam am 3.35am 7.20
Rochester. 11.25 2.10) 101 5.40 9.65
Buffalo. . 11:20 3.10 301 7.00(pm 11.45
Detroit, . am 6.00lam 7.25 9.35|pm pm 4.45! 8.26
Any Arb, 7.05 8,50/  10.30 ] 6.05 9.65
Jackson.... 8.101 10.25| 11,40 b 7.401  11.85
Battle Cree 9.20|n’n12.60/pm 12.53 02 9.18(am 1.13
Ealamazoo 9.68{pm 12.48 1.31 35 10,00 2.15
iles, ..... .13 2.65, 2.45 00 4.06
Michigan Oity.. . |pm12.10 4.25 3.45) 05| 5.26
M L N 2. 6.85, 5.301 00 7.40

*Daily. 1Daily except Sunday,

Niles accommodation train goes west at 8.80 a, m. dail; ept Sunday.

Jackson “ £ esst at 6. l4p, m. ¢ ¥ exoeptpundar.

Trains on Battle Creek Division depart at 800 a. m. and 410 p. m,, and
arrive at 12.30 p. m, and 7.05 p, m, daily except Sunday. e !

0. W, RUGGLES, Geo. J. SADLER,

ADDRESS.

Tur post-ofiice address of Mr. A. E. Totten is Guthrie,
Okla, T,

NOTICE !

Ir any one has Vols L, II., and III., of ‘< Spirit of
Prophecy,” old edition, to spare, will he communicate
with me by return mail ? T need the books in my work ;
but let no one send books till he hears from me. J, F.
Gravel, State Agent, Vilas, Miner Co., 8. Dak,

PAPERS WANTED.
Late Clean Copies: All Post-paid.

Seventh-day Adventist papers.
Ark.

Reviews, Signs, and Sentinels.
Monica, Cal.

D. D. Ames, Avoca,
M. J. Gray, Santa

Seventh-day Adventist papers.
son, Okla. T.

Séventh-day Adventist papers. Mary E, Draper,
Cafion City, Colo. 4

Sentinels, Signs, and iracts. Mrs. Mattie Ramsey,
Goldthwaite, Tex. '

Review, Signs, and Sentinels.
rellton, - Milam:Co., Tex.

Signs, Sentinels, and tracts in English ; also Haus-
freund and German tracts. Mrs. Emma L. Shrader,
Shaffer, Rush Co,, Kans,

M. E. Morrill, Clark-

Jennie? Evans, Yar-

X

G 1 Pass, & Ticket Agent, Chicago, Ticket Agent, Battle Creek,

CHICAGO & GRAND TRUNK

k. R,
Time Table, in Effect Nov. 19, 1893.
GOING EAST. ’ GOING WERT,
Read Down, STATIONS. Read up.
10) 4 [} 8 2 1 9 T3
MaitiL't'd] Atl. | Erie|Pt. 5 Day | P'flc | Erie | Mail | R'a
Ex. | Bx. | Ex. [ Lim,|Pass Ex. | Ex. [L't’Q]{ Ex. | L'¢'d
a8 m mip mjam m | &1 m m 143
8400 B30 1%/ [.... ». Onicago ... .| 20| 850/ B\ ¥ 5 B
11.10§ 4.27]10.80] 1.20.. Valparaiso. .45) 5.45) 8.30] 4.27) 7.10
m
B85 6.01/12.00 23] .. South Bend 20| 4.20] 7.100 2.50] 6.47
1.29] 6.32;12.45] 8.07|.....|....... Cassopolis 2,40 8.28( 6.92] 2.06] 5.14
2.214..... #1.831..... Schooleraft. Q2L 19).
2.33) .17} 1.48]..... [ Yicksburg ..... 1.58( 2.810..... 1.08[....,
am ol 11.15f 1.60f 5.18{12.25} 8.65
3.40¢ 8.001 2.401 4,30 7.00]..... Battle Creek..... 1. 10} 1.80] 4.15(12.10 8.60
4.33] 8.421 8.25| 5.11} 7.47|. Charlotte.. 10.20112.531 4.33|11.151 3.0¢
6.10| 9.101 4.00} 5.401 8.20 Lansin 10.02[12.20} 4.08110.40 2.40
6.50110.00] 5.08 6.35! 9.30 Duran 9.06]11.28] 8.20} 9.85] 1.66
7.30110.30} 6.40] 7.05{10.05 Fling . 8.95110.47; 2.68] 8.95) 1.28
8.15(11.00) 6.15} 7.85/10.48 Lapeer 8.02]10,07] 2.25| 7.49! 1.00
8.42 am|(16.35..... 11.06¢. Imlay Oity...... waezafonsertenin | T.28].. ...
9.56/13.10; 7.80) 8.4612.05].... . Pt. W’rnTun..,.. 6.50) 8.46| 1 20| 6.256[11.66
pm ., mipmipm|am{am
9.25..... 7.40( 9.25{11.50{..., .. .. Detroit.,....,.. 6.40, m IETTE FOUR
pm|am|pm m am|am
..... 8.30} 17.40] A01.,......Poronto........ |......} 1.00] 7.40]....|..u.
pm|am am amiamlpm
7.50] 1.00}..... T.250. .00t Montreal.,..... 9.80} 9.80: 18.30 ..........
amjam pm am|gm|am
8.15} 9.80/..... TI5(.0ucue.s Boston .,...... 9.00) 7.00(11.80(.,.,.1.....
am|pm|am|pm am am & m
7.25] 4.13] 3.00 ?1.30 ..... Niag'ra Falls,...,| 1.45]..... 8.40]..... 7.80
amipm pm 8 m v m{am
.| 8.80) 6.85( 4.16{ 9.00|........ Buffalo.,...... 12.200 1.00] 6.20).....|.....
pmjamipmijaim am m m pm
| 540 T8 LRl Tof....... New York.. 6.5 8.5 B.5l.....| B &
amlamipm; m pm
..... 7.00]1).00] 9.25j12.00]........ Boston ........ |......{ 7.80{.....1.....|.....

Trains No. 1,8 4,5,6,7, 8,9, run daily ; Nos, 10, 11,28, daily excepl Sunday.

All meals will be served on through trains in Chicago and Grand Trunk
dining cars, .

No. 23, Battle Creek Passenger, leaves Pt, Huron Tun. at 9:49 p. m., ar-
rives at Battle Creek 9:85 p. m.

Valparaiso Accommodation daily except Sunday.
Way freights leave Nichols eastward 7:15 a. m.; from Battle Creok
westward 7:05 a. m.
t Stop-only on signal,
A.R. Mc INTYRE,
Asst. Supt., Battle Creek.

A. 8. PARKER,
Pyss. Agent, Battle (resk.
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IS5~ A telegram from Oakland, Cal., March
15, contained the welcome intelligence that Elder
O. A. Olsen had safely reached that city, and
that after a stop of about a week to attend to
necessary business there, he would leave for the
eastern States, by way of Portland, Oregon.

§2& The National Reformers are now shout-
“ing, ¢“On to Washington,”’ but when they get
there, they will find the Catholic Church ready
to seize and hold every point which their friends,
the National Reformers, may be able to gain,
It is the old story over again of the roasted
chestnuts, and the monkey who used the cat’s
paw to poke them off the hot hearth for his own
eating. But this makes the condition of things
no worse. The Catholic popery of Spain was no
worse than the Protestant prelacy of Scotland.
In both cases ecclesiasticism triumphed, and relig-
ious and civil rights were trampled in the dust.

155 In an article headed, ‘¢ On to Washing-
ton,”’ the Clwistian Statesman of March 10,
reports an enthusiastic gathering of the friends
of the ¢“Christian amendment to the Constitu-
tion,*’ which was held in the 8th street R. P.
church of Pittsburg, Pa., March 2. Dr.
George came on from Washington to tell them
how_favorable he found congressmen to their
scheme. They drew up a series of reasons to be
urged upon congressional committees why the
amendment should be adopted. The fourth of
these reads: ‘It will mark the proper bounda-
ries of true Jiberty.”” This reveals at once the
cloven foot. It shows their ideas of liberty. It
is the papal idea, that liberty of conscience is
liberty to believe as the Church dictates. But
in man’s relation to God, no man has a right,
neither have any set of men, to fix any ‘¢ bound-
aries ;”” and every attempt to do so is prompted

by the Devil.

{8 The plotters against religious liberty

sometimes betray themselves into the use of un-:

guarded language which reveals more than they
intend. Thus J. M. Foster, iu the Christian
Statesman of March 10, in au article on ¢ Chris-

tian Amendment to the United States Constitu-
tion,”” says : —

< It is necessary to exercise prudence, and not drive
the thick end of the wedge first. Our fathers voted
God out of the Constitution. Let us vote him back.”

This is a confession on the part of these ma-
lignant schemers that they have dark and ul-
terior purposes in their work which they do not
reveal. ‘“Be prudent. Make everything ap-
pear innocent. Put in the thin. edge of the
wedge first.”” The proposed amendment is the
thin edge. But there is another end of the
wedge thick and strong behind it. That will
come in due time. This it would not be “pru-
dent’’ just now to reveal. Shame on their evil
and hypoerttical machinations !

discussing the present military situation in
Europe, speaks of the rapid increase mn war
strength which has taken place in France within
a few years past, and the advantage which France
and Russia combined would have over the oppos-
ing Triple Alliance. It then says:—

¢ 'When the war comes, it will be appalling in fierce-
ness ; but whatever be the result, one thing is made
very sure-— there will be no second Sedan. TUnited,
the outlook is favorable to France and Russia. Their
dominance would certainly change the map of Europe,
and it.would as certainly result in driving the Turk
back to his Asiatic possessions, and France might acquire
the greatly coveted boundary line of the Rhine.”

The particular point of interest in this, is its
bearing upon the Eastern” Question. The gen-
cral expectation seems to be that the coming war
will extinguish the European portion of Turkey.
1t will not take long after that to extinguish the
Asiatic portion. Then the ¢“ king of the north
comes to his end’’ (Dan. 11 :45), and the sym-
bolic *¢ Euphrates ”” (Rev. 16 :12) dries up.
What follows, the student of prophecy well
understands. Dan. 12: 1.

SUNDAY LABOR.

Tax American Sentinel of March 1 had the
following good words respecting the attitude
which Seventh-day Adventists should maintain
toward those who have conscientious scruples In
regard to keeping the first day of the wegk as
the Sabbath :—

¢ Adventists maintain their right to work on Sunday,
having, however, due regard to the Golden Rule, and
avoiding all work that in the nature of the case would
be a real annoyance to those who desire quiet on Sun-
day. For instance, in building a church in Jersey City,
N. J., recently, work was suspended on Sunday until
the building was inclosed, and there was inside work
that could be done without really disturbing anybody ;
then the work was carried on on Sunday as on other
days.”

This was right, and the very course that has
been pursued in other places. In exact harmony
with this was the note on the last page of last
week’s Review, in reference to a case of trespass
mentioned by the Baptist Zzaminer, and in
reference to which note we arc surprised to learn
that some misunderstanding exists. We spoke
only of refraining from disturbing those who
conscientiously regard the first day of the week,
on the ground of what the Sentinel calls the

¢ Golden Rule’’ and that which we denominated .

¢«Christian courtesy.”” There have been occa-
sional fanatics all along our history, who have
been ihclined to make thetr Sunday labor so of-
fensively obtrusive as to be very annoying to
those who cherished a vegard for the day, thus
creating more prejudice and throwing more ob-
stacles in the way of the work, than the min-
istry would perhaps ever be able to counteract.

A brother in Maine, away back in the early

stages of this work, used to take his wood out
upon the sidewalk Sunday morning to saw, just
as the people were passing by on then way to
meeting, in order, as he said, to *“Jet his light
shine.,”” We have no idea that such is the
“light*’ the church is'to let shine. But when
remonstrated with for such a course, the plea of
these persons has been, ¢The commandment
says we shall work,” to whom the reply has
uniformly been made that the commandment
““compels’’ no work of that kind. We have the
week in which to do our work, regulating it as
our circumstances or inclination may require.
We are not o be drones and idlers, hut fill up
our time with uscful labor, as it falls to our lot.
Yet, if we occasionally take a portion of a day,
or days, for needful relaxation, or refrain from
labor, otherwise legitimate, oun Sunday, out ol
regard for the feelings of our neighbors, we are
in no wise infringing upon the commandment,
And this is all that the note had reference to.
This is a very different thing from meeting
the issue under an unjust law, compelling one to
labor in deference to the religious views of
others as enforced by legal enactments; and
nothing was said in the note about a Sunday
law ; no reference was made to any such law;
and we marvel how any one should fail to dis-
criminate in this respect. And another singular
thing 1s, that some of the very brethren who
take the greatest exception to the note, practice,
in their own business, jusi what it advocates.

. The views of the writer in regard to meeting the

1gsue of a Sunday law bave long been before the
world in ¢ Thoughts on Revelation,”” and ¢ The

" Marvel of Nations,”’ and from which he in no

The point at issue in the note
under consideration, was simply the propriety of
our refraining from certain kinds of labor on the
first day of the week, when it would interfere
with the quiet emjoyment of the day by those
who religiously observe it, out of regard for
their feelings and religious convictions.  Of
course we could do other work, if we had such
work to do. It has been, as stated, the uni-
form teaching of our people that such oflensive
work should be avoided, on the ground referred
to; and those who suppose that the command-
ment compels us to do such work{ notwithstand-
ing its inevitable prejudicial effect upon those
who differ with us, we think have something yet
to learn in reference to what that commandment
requires.

wise recedes.

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST PUBLISHING
ASSOCIATION.

Thirty-Fourth Annual Meeting of the
Stockholders.

Tue Seventh-day Adventist Publishing Asso-
ciation will hold its thirty-fourth annual session
(third annual session under the new charter) in Bat-
tle Creek, Mich., on Wednesday, April 4, 1894,
at the Tabernacle, at 10 o’clock A, M., for the
election of a Board of Directors for the ensuing
year, and the transaction of any other business
that may come before the meeting. Any share-
holder who cannot be present has the privilege
of selecting and empowering some one, if he has
not already done so, to represent him by proxy.
Blank forms for proxy will be sent to any who
may request them.

- 0. A. Ogsen, !
Urran Smrra,
W. H. Epwarbs,
A. R. Hexnry, i Directors.
Harmon Linpsay,
S. N. Haskseur,
L. Mo Cov. J
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