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God's Care for His Work and for His Children

' ‘ By W. A. SPICER

ET us open the morning study with two texts, the
first a promise concerning God’s care for His
cause, and the second a text for every believer.

First, for His cause: “For Zion’s sake will I not hold
My peace, . . . I will not rest, until the righteousness
thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation
thereof as a lamp that burneth.” Isa. 62:1.

Then, for every believer: “Casting all your care upon
Him; for He careth for you.” 1 Peter 5:7.

I do not know how many years ago this annual Week
of Prayer observance was introduced among us. It
has been with us since I can remember. There comes
with it a feeling of rest and refuge in the thought that
many thousands are meeting with us before the mercy
seat in a special way this week. And never before had
we such a call as now to seek God in prayer for His
cauge, and for our brethren, and for ourselves.

If, as the text says, the Lord will not hold His peace -

in working for His people, then for ourselves and for
His cause we may not hold our peace. The Lord says
to us:

“T have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem,
which shall never hold their peace day nor night: ye
that make mention of the Lord, keep not silence, and
give Him no rest, till He establish, and till He make
Jerusalem a praise in the earth.” Isa. 62:6, 7.

The margin in our Bible gives this: “Ye that are
the Lord’s remembrancers, . . . give Him no rest.” We
are to plead the promises, as Moses pleaded them for
the church in the wilderness in times of trouble. “O
Lord, remember,” Moses prayed. ‘“Remember Abra-
ham, . . . to whom Thou swarest by Thine own self.”
And the Lord did hear such pleading of His own prom-
ises, and sent help.

This Movement to Go ‘Forward

Today let us unite in a world-wide prayer season,

pleading the promises of God that His cause of the

advent movement shall move straight on to triumph’
amidst all the difficulties that arise in times like these.
We are the Lord’s “remembrancers’” for this very pur-
pose. In my Bible I long ago wrote in the margin of
Revelation 7 this word from the Spirit of prophecy:

“Let us cry to God that the angels may hold the four
winds until missionaries shall be sent to all parts of
the world, and shall proclaim the warning against dis-
obeying the law of Jehovah.”—Testimonies,” Vol. V,
p. 718.

All know how critical the situation has become, how
difficult it is today to hold to some of the fields. How
earnestly we need to pray God to hold and keep the lo-
cal workers and believers in mission fields where the
foreign worker is not permitted to remain. There is a
call to ‘prayer here that has never come to us like this
before. ' Wé do not know God’s ways. "All'thése things

may well be turned to the furtherance of the” message,

as Paul said seeming hmdrances were turned"m apos-
tolic days.

AETASE IR Romans 928 we are told: “He will finish
the work, and cut it short in righteousness.” In ex-
plaining the meaning of one feature of Ezekiel’s vision
of the throne of God, the messenger of the: Lord
tells us:

“The bright light going among the living creatures
with the swiftness of lightning represents the speed
with which this work will finally go forward to com-
pletion.”—Id., p. 754. .

A Place of Refuge

What a time is this in which to pray that the cause
of truth may speed onward! We may be sure the bur-
Hen of prayer for the work of God is 1s pressing upon

many thousands of hearts thig week. The last round

of meetings 1 attended in different parts of Europe
gave me a picture of a praying people. I never saw
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such prayer seasons—prayer and testimonies, and sing--

ing and prayer again—women’s voices and children’s
voices freely heard in the prayer services. The breth-
ren sensed serious times at hand, and serious times
came. Many of the very homes represented by the
praying ones were later shattered, and many believers
lost all their earthly goods. In parts of Asia hundreds
of believers passed through similar experiences, taking
joyfully the spoiling of their goods, like the early
Christians of the tenth chapter of Hebrews, knowing
that in heaven they had “a better and an enduring sub-
stance.” How bright the blessed hope! How comfort-
ing is God’s promise that He will be the refuge of His
children.

It is said that in dark days of the Reformation strug-
gle, Luther used to say to his right-hand helper, Philip
Melanchthon, “Come, Philipp, let us sing the forty-
sixth psalm,” and so they sang the words—*“God is our
refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be re-
moved, and though the mountains be carried into the
midst of the sea. ... God is in the midst of her; she
shall not be moved: God shall help her, and that right
early.”

Nearing Home

We know, brethren and sisters, that the time for the
speedy finishing of the work is come, and let us pray
that these times of storm and stress may hasten the
day. The believers of my boyhood days used to sing
of this more than we do now, I think. I remember
hearing often that old hymn—

“But should the surges rise,
And rest delay to come,
Blest be the sorrow, kind the storm,
‘Which drives us nearer home.”

In one place, speaking of these multiplying perils
that are signs that Christ is surely at the door, the
agent in the gift of the Spirit of prophecy cries ott:

“The Lord-is soon to come, and we must be prepared
to meet Him in peace. Let us be determined to do all
in our power to impart light to those around us. We
are not to be sad, but cheerful, and we are to keep the
Lord Jesus ever before us. He is soon coming, and we
must be ready and waiting for His appearing. O, how
glorious it will be to see Him, and be welcomed as His

" called to witness for God in difficult surroundings.
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the children.” We think of our young men who are

The pen of one of our own sisters repeats the proph-
et’s call to prayer for the children of our homes in
words that always appeal to my heart as I read them:

“Are all the children in? The night is falling,
And storm clouds gather in the threatening west;
The lowing cattle seek a friendly shelter;
The bird hies t0 her nest;
The thunder crashes, wilder grows the tempest,
And darkness settles o’er the fearful din;
Come, shut the door, and gather round the hearthstone;
Are all the children in?

“Are all the children in? The night is falling,

The night of death is hastening on apace.

The Lord is calling, ‘Enter thou thy chamber,
Angd tarry there a space.’

And when He comes, the King in all His glory,
‘Who died the shameful death our hearts to win,

Oh. may the gates of heaven shut about us, , .
With all the children in!”

—Elizabeth Rosser.

Be Ready, Keep Ready

And with God, we ourselves, the eldest of us, are
but as little children. He must lead us all the way.
He must keep us all the time. And His care for the
flock is wonderful. Believers are of His planting,
His vineyard. He says of this vineyard:

“I the Lord do keep it; I will water it every moment:
lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day.” Isa.
27:3.

What a wonderful care! It is this “every moment”
care that we need. And if the Lord is to do this every-
moment work for me, I know it must be every-moment
work with me to keep my heart surrendered and my
sins confessed. Then He can keep the heart moment
by moment. There are power and safety in that. We '
are told through the Spirit of prophecy:

“It is not safe to be occasional Christians. We must
be Christlike in our actions all the time. Then,
through grace, we are safe for time and for eternity.”
—“Medical Ministry,” p. 73.

Surely this is why God’s care is watching over us
and His Spirit is pleading with us “every moment.”
When Jesus says, “Therefore be ye also ready: for in

redeemed ones! Long have we waited; but our hope
is not to grow dim. If we can but see the King in His
beauty, we shall be forever blessed. I feel as if I must
cry aloud, ‘Homeward bound! We are nearing the
time when Christ will come in power and great glory
to take His ransomed ones to their eternal home.”—
Id., Vol. VIII, p. 253.

‘The gales are surely driving us homeward in these
times. The prophecy of Joel describes the stormy
times of the latter days and ecalls us to prayer. And
notice this, the prophet is speaking of the “remnant”
church—*“the remnant whom the Lord shall call.” We
know what that means. And the prophecy says:

“Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, as-
semble the elders, gather the children.” Joel 2:16.

In the next chapter the prophecy describes the stress
and storm of war over the nations amidst which the
Lord promises to be the hope and refuge of His chil-
dren. One meaning of “sanctify” is “to set apart.”
“Sanctify the congregation,” the prophet says. Here
today may we all be set apart for God and the Chris-
tian life in new surrender—elders and youth and chil-
dren. Let us pray for cleansing power to come into our
hearts this first Sabbath of the Week of Prayer. We
do pray for the youth and children of our Adventist
homes in these times. Joel’s prophecy shows that the
Lord is thinking of them in love as He calls, “Gather
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such—amrhourasye-think not-the-Sonmof-manmrcometh;*——
He means be ready now and keep ready. The only

way the Lord can keep us ready is by this “every
moment” care. And even He can do this keeping only

as we settle it that every moment our hearts shall be
surrendered to His keeping.

We know that the Lord wants to do this cleansing
and keeping work in our hearts. We, like Israel of
old on the night of the Passover, are forsaking the ‘
place of bondage to march on toward the Promised
Land. None of the leaven of the old life must be
held in our hearts. “Purge out therefore the old
leaven,” the scripture calls. “Know ye not that a
little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?” God Him-
self cannot keep us if we hold to things of the natural
flesh in our lives. He must have the whole life to
cleanse and keep. They tell us how, in the Jewish
home, the father, before the Passover, would take a
candle and search every corner and shelf of the cup-
board, to make sure there was no leaven there, not a
crumb of leavened bread in the house. So in these last
days of the judgment hour, our heavenly Father will
search through His church. He says:

“It shall come to pass at that time, that I will search
Jerusalem with candles. . .. The great day of the Lord
is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly.” Zeph. 1:12-14.

It is in love that He searches our hearts. He appeals
to us in this very connection. “Seek ye the Lord, all
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ve meek of the earth, which have wrought His judg-
ment; seek righteousness, seek meekness.” He will
grant it. Those who seek shall find.

“Did ever saint find this Friend forsake him?
No, not one!
Or sinner find that He would not take him?
No, not one.”

. Never has that happened since repenting Adam and
Bive left Paradise. Then let us open our hearts to the
searching, as the psalmist prayed:

“Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and
know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” Ps.
139:28, 24,

Promised Showers Falling

It is a friendly, loving search to which we open our
hearts. Let the searchlight of the Holy Spirit discern
every thought and intent of the heart. Things in the
work of God are surely heading up for the finish. We
all know that God is pouring out His Spirit, as the
prophecy of Joel foretold, upon truth seekers among
all flesh. That is the time also of which the Lord said:
“Also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in
those days will I pour out My Spirit.” We hear of this
pouring out from many parts. Over a series of recent
years I have jotted down words in this connection
sent in by workers in far-separated places. Here are
some of them:

From South America: “I feel sure the latter rain
has been falling in Colombia for at least two years.”

From the dark New Hebrides, in the South Sea
Islands: “Is not the latter rain falling, dear brethren
and sisters?”

From China: “As we see these manifestations of His
power, we can but feel that the time of the latter rain
has indeed come.”

From Central America: “It seems to me that every-
where there is the moving of the Holy Spirit on the
hearts of men.”

From West Africa: “It is a shower of the latter
rain.”

From East Africa: “Today we report each quarter
figures that cause us to realize that the days of the
latter rain have come.”

Let us open our hearts and say, “Lord, upon Thy
servants and upon Thy handmaids, upon us and all

the brethren and sisters in the blessed hope, pour out
Thy Spirit for keeping power and for service.”

Nothing Can Separate From God’s Love and Care

Never can we doubt His care. Holy Seripture is full -
of the promises of it. Nothing can separate us from it
if we believe. No peril, not death itself, can separate
us from it. The apostle Paul declared: “I am per-
suaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”” Rom.
8:38, 89.

Those are the words that the girl Margaret Wilson,
martyr of Scotland, repeated at the stake in the old
covenanting days. God’s grace has been sufficient for
believers, old and young, all the way. With sins con-
fessed and forgiven and Christ abiding within we can
meet anything that can come. On this assurance of
unswerving care in the words of the apostle Paul just
quoted, may our faith rest as we take our stand this
day to trust in God and go forward. And with this
text, let us repeat a word of assurance of divine care
written for us as Mrs. E. G. White visited the scenes
in the Alps where the ancient Waldenses lived and
witnessed for God in the period of persecution. From
those valleys the pen of Sister White wrote most of
that last section of “Testimonies,” Volume V, from
which I quote these words: i

“A crisis is just upon us. But God’s servants are
not to trust to themselves in this great emergency. ...
The world is not without a ruler. The program of
coming events is in the hands of the Lord. The
Majesty of heaven has the destiny of nations, as well
as the concerns of His church, in His own charge. . ..

“Brethren, it is- no time now for mourning and
despair, no time to yield to doubt and unbelief. Christ
is not now a Saviour in Joseph’s new tomb, closed with
a great stone, and sealed with the Roman seal; we
have a risen Saviour. He is the King, the Lord of
hosts; He sitteth between the cherubim; and amid the
strife and tumult of nations, He guards His people
still.”—Pages 753, 754. ‘

To this Saviour’s care we dedicate our lives again
today, and to Him also, with prayerful hearts, we
dedicate our dear ones and every interest of His
cause.

(Reading for Sunday, December 7)

Fulfilling Prophecy |

By ROY F. COTTRELL

ITH a world in turmoil and chaos, with vast

armies on the march (or so it is as I write this

study), with hundreds of war and merchant
ships being hurled to destruction, with “airy navies”
raining death and desolation upon great cities, with
more than sixty million refugees from home, and a
vastly greater number of “refugees from God,” how
helpless is man to cope with the sinister forces that
are driving the nations to suicide and doom!

AND SABBATH HERALD

Awaiting an Authoritative Voice

Out from the darkness and confusion a troubled
heart voices the appeal for a divine ray of hope and
assurance:

“If you have a word from God, speak it in God’s
name, and speak it now! Shout it forth with no un-
certain sound, so that we, the laity of Western civiliza-
tion, may hear it. No one else has a saving word for
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us. . . . Can you not awake to our plight and show us
the way out?”

One of America’s Well—known clergymen also ex-
presses the thoughts of a multitude when he says:
“We are desperately in need of a new perspective. We
need an interpreter and an interpretation. If men will
not think now, they will never think again.”

Upon the authority of the prophetic word, Seventh-
day Adventists have been warning the world of the
approaching crisis. For nearly a century they have
pointed to the signs in sun, moon, and stars visioned
in our Lord’s great prophecy, as heralds of His glori-
ous appearing; and have declared that just prior to the
close of earth’s history there would be a brief period
of unprecedented turmoil, ‘“perplexity,” “fear,” and
“distress of nations.” Luke 21:25, 26; Rev. 11:18.

"That storm has now burst upon us in fury; and what
was formerly accepted by faith, we now behold in
tragic fulfillment.

In these days of bewilderment, when multitudes de-
sire to peer into the dark and uncertain future, many
turn to Spiritualistic mediums, astrologers, and other
mystic diviners. It seems incredible that men and
women of an enlightened age would look to such a
source for wisdom; yet this is in full harmony with
Satan’s plan of deception and counterfeit; and the
modern growth and expansion of these occult agencies
is in remarkable fulfillment of those divine predictions
that warn us of the archenemy’s master delusions in
the last days. Matt. 24:28-27; 2 Thess. 2:8-10; Rev.
13:13.

Powerful Forces Struggling for Mastery

The untamed forces of industry are also acting their
part in the prophetic.drama. No previous age has wit-
nessed the accumulation of such towering pyramids of
wealth. Capltahsm in. Amenca was never so great
and strong as it is today, ‘and organized labor was
never so powerful and determined. In the titanie
struggle now developing in intensity between the
classes and the masses, the true Christian is bidden to
take no part. The divine:counsel is given:

“Be patient, then, brothers;:till the arrival of the
Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious erop
of the land; . have patience yourselves, strengthen

Y
James 5:7, 8, Moffatt’s. trans.

Spiritual Declension Apparent

His mind illuminated by the Holy Spirit, the apostle
Paul presented a vivid forecast of conditions to prevail
in the social, eriminal, juvenile, pleasure-loving, and
religious life of the world in the “last days.” 2 Tim.
3:1-5. This indictment, if penned today, could not
be more explicit.

“Men are living for the pleasures of sense; for this
world and this life alone. Extravagance pervades all
circles of society. . . . Fraud and bribery and theft
stalk unrebuked in high places and in low. The issues
of the press teem with records of murder,—crimes so
cold-blooded and causeless that it seems as though
every instinet of humanity were blotted out. And
these atrocities have become of so common occur-
rence that they hardly elicit a comment or awaken sur-
prise. The spirit of anarchy is permeating all na-
tions, and the outbreaks that from time to time excite
the horror of the world are but indications of the
pent-up fires of passion and lawlessness that, having
once escaped control, will fill the earth with woe and
desolation. The picture which Inspiration has given of
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the antediluvian world, represents too truly the con-
dition to which modern society is fast hastening.”—
“Patriarchs and Prophets,” pp. 101, 102.

In spite of modern achievements and scientific prog-
ress, the world is reverting to a new paganism and
cynic unbelief. In America “streamlined” religionists
have led a majority of professed Christians to reject
Jesus as the Saviour of men, and deny His deity, His
creative power, His supernatural birth, His miracles,
His atoning death, His resurrection, His ascension,
His ministry as our high priest, and the hope of His
glorious second coming. Brethren and sisters, these
are the days of almost universal doubt and departure
from God that were foretold by New Testament writ-
ers. Luke 18:8; 2 Peter 3:3, 4.

The physical world, waxing “old like a garment,”
and groaning beneath the weight of sin and woe, is
itself erying out that the “end of all things is at hand.”
God shakes the earth, that judgment-bound men and
women may stand at attention. Beginning with the
notable earthquake of Lisbon in 1755, these disturb-
ances of nature have occurred with greater frequency
and destructive violence. Famine, pestilence, flood,
and “stormy wind fulfilling His word” have taken an
increasing toll of human life and property. ‘“The
nemesis of degeneracy hangs threateningly over the
organic world,” declares Samuel J. Holmes of the Uni-
versity of California (‘““The Trend of the Race,” p. 5),
and the average person of our day ‘“has more illness
in store, and less years of health, than has ever before
been man’s lot in the history of the world.”

The Climax of Earthly Kingdoms

For such a time as this the inspired messages of
Daniel and the Revelation were especially given. In
each .of these remarkable books are four great lines of
prophecy extending from the time they were written
to the close of earthly history. In Daniel it is re-
peatedly stated that the visions presented contained
definite light and instruction for “the latter days,” or
“the time of the end.” Dan. 2:28; 8:17; 10:14; 12:4.

Events now taking place in Europe focus the atten-
tion of Bible students upon the prophecy of Daniel 2.
Many times it has appeared that some great leader
would once again unite the severed fragments of the

guage of prophecy:
“Whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay,
they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men:
but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron
is not mixed with clay.” Dan. 2:43.
The different parts were to “mingle,”
not “cleave” together. How significant!

but they would
There would

be alliance, federation, and confederation at times; but

because of racial hatred, prejudice, or other factors,
no organic union or fusion would be possible.

Living “in the days of these kings,” we are indeed
a privileged people. This wonderful prophecy is being
fulfilled before our very eyes, and the last phase of the

drama is about to be enacted. Soon the stone cut

from the mountain “without hands” will break to
pieces these warring nations, and establish a kingdom
of peace that “shall stand forever.” How our hearts
throb with gratitude to know that “the dream is cer-
tain, and the interpretation thereof sure!”

In the seventh chapter of Daniel the great empires
of prophecy were again presented; but that which
gave the prophet grave concern was the “fourth
beast,” the “little horn” that had “eyes like the eyes
of man,” “a mouth speaking great things,” and that
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“made war with the saints.” The parallel prophecy of
Revelation 13 speaks of the “deadly wound,” inflicted
when the pope was taken prisoner in 1798 at the ex-
piration of papal supremacy. It further declares that
the “deadly wound was healed,” and that “all the world
wondered after the beast.”

Well may they wonder! for especially since the close

of the first World War there has been an astonishing

revival of papal prestige. Nearly all nations are now
represented at Vatican City by their aceredited diplo-
mats; and we are warned that in the closing conflict
this power will direct its fierce assaults against the
“remmant” which “keep the commandments of God,
and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” Let us ear-
nestly seek to understand ‘““the truth of the fourth
beast,” that in the final display of satanic fury we
shall not be found among those who are “partakers of
her sins” and who receive “of her plagues.”

The Divine Precision of Prophetic Fulfillment

In our study of prophecy it is inspiring to observe
the divine precision of prophetic fulfillment. “Like the
stars in the vast circuit of their appointed path, God’s
purposes know no haste and no delay.”—“The Desire of
Ages,” p. 31. His clock always keeps correct time.
The antediluvian world Was given one hundred twenty
yvears in which to repent of its corruption and law-
lessness; and when that period of probation expired,
Noah entered the ark, and the overflowing floods de-
stroyed the impenitent. Gen. 6:3; 7:1-23.

To Abraham was revealed the time of Israel’s op-
pression by the Pharaohs, and on “the selfsame day”
indicated in prophecy, “it came to pass that all the
hosts of the Lord went out from the land of Egypt.”
Ex. 12:41. When God permitted Nebuchadnezzar to
destroy Jerusalem and ecarry its rebellious people into

_captivity, He promised the people a return at the end

of seventy years; and on the very date specified by
the prophet, Cyrus of Persia issued a proclamation
liberating the exiles. Jer. 29:10; Ezra 1:1-8.

Consider also that great measuring line of Serip-
ture, the twenty-three hundred years and its sub-
divisions. When the first period of forty-nine years
expired, Jerusalem was restored. When “the fullness
of time was come,” our Saviour was born in Bethlehem.
When the four hundred thirty-four years were ful-
filled, He was anointed for service. Three and a half
years later, as foreshadowed in prophecy, He sealed
the covenant with His own blood; while the termina-
tion of the “seventy weeks” (490 literal years) was
marked by the stoning of Stephen, the violent persecu-
tion of Christians, the rejection of the Jews as the
chosen people, and the gospel message starting from
Jerusalem on its triumphant march to “the uttermost
part of the earth.”

The remaining 1810 years on this prophetic yard-
stick extend to the memorable date 1844, at which time
the great tribunal of heaven assembled in the holy of
holies; while on earth the threefold message of Revela-
tion 14 had its birth. During the same year, electricity
sent its first mysterious impulse over a long-distance
wire, and carried to a then distant city the significant
words: ‘“What hath God wrought!” Likewise, won-
drous providences among the nations centering in and
about 1844 unlocked to the Christian missionary coun-
tries and empires representing half the world’s popula-
tion. :

The flawless accuracy of this divine timetable cover-
ing twenty-three hundred years fills our hearts with
wonder and awe. A century of closest investigation
reveals that we have not followed ‘“cunningly de-
vised fables.,” At the beginning of that period stands
the monumental date 457 B. C., which is established

AND SABBATH HERALD

by the united testimony ‘of the Bible, history, and as-
tronomy. In the words of an eminent historian, “A
foundation is laid for chronology sure as the stars;”
and here also is laid a foundation for this glorious mes-
sage as sure as the throne of God.

Preparation for the Supreme Crisis

Turning to.the prophecies of Revelation, we find
ourselves living in the time of the Laodicean church,
in the period of the sixth seal, which extends to the
second advent, and under the sounding of the seventh
trumpet, which heralds the eternal kingdom of “our
Lord and His Christ.”

More than 131,000,000 people are happy to be citizens
of the United States. Here was “a continent left
vacant from of old by God Himself” to become “the
land of the free and the home of the brave.” But this
lamblike country, the cradle of the advent message and
the last nation noticed in prophecy, is already repudi-
ating many of its priceless principles of Protestantism;
and erelong it is to speak with the voice of the dragon.
Are we ready for the crucial hour before us?

In preparation for this supreme crisis God is sending
three final appeals to the inhabitants of earth, des-
ignated as three angels’ messages. They announce
that “the hour of His judgment is come,” and proclaim
the “everlasting gospel” to those of “every nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and people,” calling upon all to
“fear God, and give glory to Him.” Yes—

The threefold judgment message
Is sounding loud and clear,

Entreating earth’s lost people
God’s final call to hear.

From weakness on to triumph
The message speeds its way,

For the God who lived at Pentecost
Is just the same today.

Ninety-seven years have now elapsed since ‘‘the
judgment was set, and the books were opened” in the
sanctuary above. For ninety-seven years this message
has been winning its way in land after land to find
its own everywhere. In harmony with the forecast
of Daniel 12:4, God has in this ‘“time of the end”
provided marvelous agencies for publishing the good

- tidings, for transportation and communication; and

the unsealed prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation
have brought great rejoicing to multitudes in more
than four hundred countries and island fields, and to
those of approximately nine hundred tongues and
dialects.

“This gospel of the kingdom,” said the Master, “shall
be preached in all the world for a witness unto all
nations; and then shall the end come.” Matt. 24:14.

God Will Finish His Work

God’s program for finishing the gospel task hastens
to its completion. In multiplying facilities for this
marvelous movement, He has practically annihilated
time and space; by land and sea and air He has opened
highways and thrown down national barriers; in the
printing and circulation of the Bible and other gospel
literature in so many tongues, He reverses the dis-
aster of Babel, and repeats the miracle of Pentecost.
He has strengthened His heroes to plant their vie-
torious standards in the shadow of the Andes and the
Himalayas, in Eskimo village and cannibal archipelago,
beyond the gateway to Tibetnd the Victoria Falls.

The day and hour of: ¥ealized hopes is not disclosed;
but if Jonah could warn mighty Nineveh by one day’s
effort, if Ahasuerus with the means at his command
could promulgate an edict for all people throughout
one  hundred twenty-seven provinces scattered from
India to Ethiopia, in nine months, we are confident that
omnipotent power will speed the message onward to
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a triumphant close. This is the world’s greatest,
noblest enterprise; and, thank God, the promise is
sure: “He will finish the work, and cut it short in
righteousness.”

To his fellow countrymen in their desperate strug-
gle, Sir Warren Fisher presses the appeal:

“We must put every ounce of ourselves into it with-
out stint, without thought of ourselves. . . . Com-
plaisance and self-satisfaction and self-importance are
rank treason.”

Should we who know ‘““the times and the seasons” be
less earnest? To us as well as to His ancient people,
this command of God is issued, “Speak unto the chil-
dren of Israel, that they go forward.” Ex. 14:15.
With our divine Master there is no crisis.

“Obstacles to the advancement of the work of God
will appear; but fear not. To the omnipotence of the
King of kings, our covenant-keeping God unites the
gentleness and care of a tender shepherd. Nothing
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can stand in His way. His power is absolute, and
it is the pledge of the sure fulfillment of His prom-
ises to His people.”—*“Testimonies,” Vol. VIII, p. 10.

In one of her last messages to the remnant church,
the messenger of the Lord declared:

“As I see what the Lord has wrought, I am filled
with astonishment, and with confidence in Christ as
leader. We have nothing to fear for the future, except
as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us, and
His teaching in our past history.”—“Life Sketches,” p.
196.

Standing within the shadow of the cross, the world’s
Redeemer gave to His anxious disciples the erowning
promise, “I will come again.” Then be not troubled.
Christ will keep His appointment.

“Yes! this 1s our hope, ’tis built on His word—
The glorious appearing of Jesus our Lord;
Of promises all, it stands as the sum:
‘Behold I come quickly, hold fast till I come.””

(Reading for Monday, December 8)

The Home and the Church

By F. M. WILCOX

N the beginning of our world’s history God created
Adam, the father of the human race. The Creator
saw that it was not good for man to dwell alone; so

he made Eve to be his associate and companion. “God
blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth.” Gen. 1:28.

Thus, in the divine order, the family relationship
was established, and the home became a primary and
integral institution in human history.

The home should be the nearest like heaven of all
places on earth. It should be an oasis in the desert
wastes of worldly thought and activity, a refuge from
the storm, where not only may physical rest be found,
but spiritual rest as well.

One’s life in his home is a test of his Christianity.

their friends, accommodating to their neighbors, they
pass for congenial companions in the world, and even
for good members of the church; but in their homes
they are cross and sour and crabbed.

Nothing will so sweeten and beautify the home as
kindness. It will create an atmosphere which makes
it, as it should be, the pleasantest place in all the
world. In other relationships we are under more or
less restraint. Others are taking account of all we
do and say. We feel that our reputation is at stake,
that we are the objects of judgment and criticism.
But in the home the restraint is removed. The world
is shut out, and we are closed in by four walls with
those who would hesitate to reveal to others our weak-
nesses and frailties. Here we are our own natural

Next to our personal relationship to God, no relation-
ship is more particular than the one we sustain to
our loved ones. A brother remarked to me recently,
“I know that my wife is a true and genuine Christian.”
He could have given his wife no higher compliment.
Instantly 1 asked myself, “Does my wife have con-
fidence in my religion?”

We put this question to those who read or listen to
this study. We appeal to our brethren: Do your wives
have confidence in your religion? Do your children
have that confidence? We appeal to our sisters: Is
your life in the home of such character that your hus-
band and your children have confidence in you? Can
they say of you, “She is the best Christian I have ever
met—the best wife and mother I have ever seen”?
And we appeal to the children, to our young men and
young women: Are your lives in the home of such a
character that your parents have confidence in your
religion? If in the experience of any one of us this
confidence is lacking, it should lead us to a careful
consideration of our Christian experience, a new con-
secration to God, the manifestation of the Christ spirit
in our homes. '

Kindness in the-Home

Let us be kind in our homes. Strange as it may seem,
this is the last place where some think the grace of
kindness is to be exercised. They are pleasant with

6

selves, and how often do we vent upon our loved ones
the spite and the irritation which perchance we have
been treasuring up all day in our relation to others.
How terribly unkind to make those who are nearest
and dearest to us suffer because of the slights or the
criticism which we have received from the outside
world!

The relationship which should exist between hus-
band and wife is that of a Christian partnership—the
strength of one should supplement the weakness of the
other. They should live and labor together in love, in
the attainment of common ideals and ambitions. They
should be true yokefellows, learning to bear and for-
bear. They should be faithful to each other, regard-
ing sacredly their mutual confidences. Differences in
regard to family discipline should be discussed and
settled between themselves and not in the presence
of their children, before whom they should present a
united front. They should share each other’s counsel
in business affairs, in expenditures, and in all that
pertains to the home and its appointments. If they
differ regarding plans and methods, they should do
so in love, holding such plans in abeyance until united
judgment is arrived at.

A Precious Promise
The Lord through His prophet has given us this
precious promise relating to the home, a promise of
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special application in the days in which we live:

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before
the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord:
and he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the chil-
dren, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest
I come and smite the earth with a curse.” Mal. 4:5, 6.

Note in this scripture that first the hearts of the
fathers turn toward the children. This is the natural
order. Then in response to this turning of the parents,
to this burden of heart which they feel, the hearts of
the children turn toward the fathers.

Christian homes should be centers from which shall
radiate hope and good cheer to all within their sphere
of influence. Particularly should we seek to make our
homes the most attractive places for our children.
How may this be done? We cannot, of course, detail
just how this may be accomplished in individual cases.
We can only suggest general principles, and it must
fall to every homemaker to take these general princi-
ples and adapt ther to his or her own particular en-
vironment and individual needs.

We should recognize our children as members of the
Lord’s family. In too many homes the children are
regarded as subjects over which the father and mother
are to rule as human masters. When we come to see
in our children, not alone our sons and our daughters,
our own flesh and blood, but members of the household
of faith, souls for whom Christ died, our relationship
will become more dignified, and tempered with greater
love and justice.

We should recognize the influences of heredity in the
lives of our children. Our children are very largely
what we have made them, They have inherited much
from us. The recognition of this will help us. When
we see our children nervous and irritable, when we see
them manifesting family traits of various kinds, we
should remember that we have been responsible for
this transmission, and it should make us long-suffering
in our dealings with our children.

We should begin the training of our children in
infancy. “Train up a child in the way he should go:
and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” Prov.
22:6, The praise and flattery given little ones is often-
times responsible for the development of unfortunate
traits of character in later years.

We should live with our children. We should so
enter into their lives, into their plans, that we shall
indeed become boon companions, and we believe it is
possible to do this. It cannot be done without effort
on our part. We must exert ourselves to keep young in
heart and spirit and ideals. For lack of this compan-
ionship many boys and girls are driven into the streets.
Instead of confiding in father and mother, they confide
in their young companions, and the living, vital touch
with the home is lost.

We should make home pleasant. The best in the
home is none too good for our children. Our parlors
and easy chairs ought not to be reserved alone for the
use of guests. Little treats and diversions in food and
drink ought not to be reserved alone for those who may
call upon us. Qur own are entitled to our first consid-
eration, and they should be made to feel that the home
is theirs, that there is a community of interest in the
family.

Wholesome Reading and Recreation

We should provide for our children suitable reading
and recreation. In too many homes there is variety of
food for the physical needs, but the mental and spirit-
ual natures are left to starve. We find in many homes
books of fiction and story magazines. The radio is
doing its pernicious work in bringing jazz songs and
music and theatrical recitals into many home circles.
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We need to guard against these evils by providing
wholesome recreations. There are thousands of books
of travel, biography, history, and science presented in
attractive form which could be chosen for the youth.
We should provide our homes with our own denomi--
national papers and books, especially the writings of
the Spirit of prophecy.

Children become tired of the humdrum routine of
life. They cannot settle dewn to life’s burdens and re-
sponsibilities as can their seniors. They should be_
provided with change and wholesome recreation. Prop-°
erly chaperoned social gatherings and outings should’
be arranged. Suitable games should be provided for:
use in the home circle. Care should of course be used-
in the selection of the forms of diversion. The Mis-
sionary Volunteer Department provides a book of ex-
cellent suggestions with respect to diversions of a
suitable character. It would be well for every parent
to obtain a copy of this book. o

We should welcome to our homes the boy and girl
friends of our children. The father and mother should"
know with whom their children associate, the character
and influence of their special friends. This knowledge
can be gained only by intimate association. Invite
these friends to your home. Invite them to dinner, to
spend the evening., Welcome them freely, and make
yourself one of the circlee. When we do this we are:
better prepared to give counsel to our children in re-
gard to choice of friends.

We should show confidence in our children. Let us
not treat them as criminals. Let us place them on
their honor. Let them know that we believe in them,
that we trust them. We will find that this confidence
on our part will be repaid by responsive confidence
from them. The honor system is recognized, even in
dealing with criminals, as one productive of excellent
results. We do not recommend an honor system which -
makes us blind to the faults of our children, which
makes us disregard danger signals. The watchful-
father and mother must be alert and awake to the
snares of the enemy, and must combine watchfulness
with confidence.

If it is necessary to administer reproof or correction,
we should do so calmly and without irritation or anger.
Do not reprove the offender before others, if it can be
avoided; take him aside, not when he is excited or
tired, but preferably in the morning, when he is fresh
and rested.

Let the hour of meals be bright and joyous. Let no
unpleasant topic depress the spirit or darken the joy
of the family reunion.

And the door of the home should never be closed to
our children. A sister came to us some years ago to
seek our advice about her son. The boy kept late hours.
He oftentimes did not reach home until one or two
o’clock in the morning. The mother had given him
many admonitions, and her proposal to me was that
she should notify her son that after a certain hour the
door would be locked, and that if he were late, he would
have to seek shelter elsewhere. We advised this mother
by no means to follow this course of action, because in
doing that she would break the last link that connected
her with her child. That boy should know—and every
other child should know—that even though he becomes
reckless in his domg, even though he forgets God and
follows the path of sin, a welcome always awaits hlm
at home, by his father and mother.

Honor the Church

-We should honor the church and its sacred work.
Let us not weaken the confidence of our children in
their pastor, in those who carry responsibilities in
the church or Sabbath school or church school. Culti-
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ionship many boys and girls are driven into the streets.
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with the home is lost.

We should make home pleasant. The best in the
home is none too good for our children. Our parlors
and easy chairs ought not to be reserved alone for the
use of guests. Little treats and diversions in food and
drink ought not to be reserved alone for those who may
call upon us. Our own are entitled to our first consid-
eration, and they should be made to feel that the home
is theirs, that there is a community of interest in the
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Wholesome Reading and Recreation

We should provide for our children suitable reading
and recreation. In too many homes there is variety of
food for the physical needs, but the mental and spirit-
ual natures are left to starve. We find in many homes
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We need to guard against these evils by providing
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attractive form which could be chosen for the youth.
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sionary Volunteer Department provides a book of ex-
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suitable character. It would be well for every parent
to obtain a copy of this book. ’
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know with whom their children associate, the character -
and influence of their special friends. This knowledge
can be gained only by intimate association. Invite
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He oftentimes did not reach home until one or two
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many admonitions, and her proposal to me was that
she should notify her son that after a certain hour the
door would be locked, and that if he were late, he would
have to seek shelter elsewhere. We advised this mother
by no means to follow this course of action, because in
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her with her child. That boy should know—and every
other child should know—that even though he becomes
reckless in his doing, even though he forgets God and
follows the path of sin, a welcome always awaits h1m
at home, by his father and mother.

Honor the Church

-We should honor the church and its sacred work.
Let us not weaken the confidence of our children in
their pastor, in those who carry responsibilities in
the church or Sabbath school or church school. Culti-

7




RN

-Love. as Brethren

In church relationship the Christian believer will
cultivate and express the spirit of loving fellowship. -

“By this shall all men know ye are My disciples, if
ve have love one to another.” John 18:35. Comment-
ing on this divine principle, the apostle adds: “Finally,
be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of an-
other, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous: not
rendering evil for evﬂ or railing for railing: but con-
trariwise blessmg, knOng that ye are thereunto
called, that ye should Anherit a blessing.” 1 Peter
3:8, 9.

In the church relationship we are brought into close
touch with men and:women of varied experience, those
who have come .from environments of all kinds, who
possess various traits of character. To get along in
this heterogeneous circle, adapting ourselves pleasantly
and kindly to all classes, is a rare gift, which only

others that we do not. admlre - Our-firier sens1b111t1es
will be shocked agam and again as we. come in close
contact with those in the same- feHowshlp, but in it all
we may be kind.

Let us refrain from cr1t1c1sm Let us seek to see the
best in our fellow men, some good in everyone. God
appraises men and women, not for -what they are, but
for what they may become. He sees their possibilities.
Let us seek to discern their worth- as the grace of
Christ has transformed their character.

Thus the home and the church may be used of God
in the accomplishment of His great work of salvation
for lost mankind, the gospel hastened to every nation, .
kindred, tongue, and people, and Christ come to take
His children to the heavenly mansions He is now pre-
paring for them. May we so consecrate ourselves to
the service of our divine King that we may be united
families in that eternal and happy home.

(Reading for Tuesday, December 9)

The Ripening Harvest of the Gospel

By A. W. CORMACK

T this time our thoughts turn to earth’s great

harvest field. In a world that in these recent

years has strangely and tragically changed under
the impact of war and revolution, the gospel of the
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, true
to the forecast of prophetic revelation, reaches onward
to every nation and kindred and tongue and people.
In new and unusual ways the message moves forward.
Souls in need, many of them surprised and disillu-
sioned at what to them seems to be the breakdown of
civilization itself, are led to ask, “What do these things
mean?” And they have proclaimed to them the saving
grace of a crucified and risen Saviour.

It is encouraging to note that in spite of obstacles
and hindrances, whereas for the last five years the
average number of missionaries sent out each year was
126, for the troubled year of 1940 the number who
went forward was no less than 122. .

Frequently in these days -comes the inquiry, “How
have war and the international situation generally af-
fected the advance of the advent movement?” Without
question the stupendous world upheaval that afflicts the
nations of earth in our day has brought problems and
perplexities almost innumerable to the leaders of our
work everywhere, This could hardly be otherwise.
Long ago we were warned that such things would
come, but we have been assured just as definitely that
in spite of these unprecedented obstacles and hin-
drances, the message of the coming of the world’s Re-
deemer would go forward. Years ago the word came

~through the Spirit of prophecy:

“In the great closing work we shall meet with per-

. plexities that we know not how to deal with; but let

us not forget that the three great powers of heaven are
working, that a divine hand is on the wheel, and that
God will bring His promises to pass. He will gather
from the world a people who will serve Him in right-
eousness.”’—“Testimonies,” Vol. VIII, p. 25}.

So, with the question in regard to how the message
is going in these times of crisis and emergency, comes
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also the answer in reports that ﬁlter in from the four
corners of the earth.

From Southern Europe

A. V. Olson, president of the Southern European
Division, writes:

LU HA two ‘months’ itinerary in southeastern Europe
'topk 1nto Italy, Jugoslavia, Bulgaria, Hungary, and
Rumanla to attend important meetlngs of union and
local ‘conferences. In Rumania and J ugqslawa I visited
a goodly number of our churches. Everywhere I found
our people of good courage in the Lord. Hardships and
trials, perplexities and difficulties, are multiplying on
every hand. These things seem to lead our people
closer to one another and closer to the Lord InJd ugo-
slavia more books are being sold than'in any previous
year. In Rumama, Hungary, and Bulgaria the pub-
lishing ‘work is also doing well. W¢é are really sur-
prised at the number of people who are being baptized.
God is blessing. We have many things to encourage us.
The colporteur report of the Rumanian Union at this
writing shows the largest sales that have ever been
‘made for any one month during the whole history of
the union. '

“Before this letter reaches you, you will no doubt
have learned that the Hungarian government has
granted our churches their former liberty. Naturally
the brethren and sisters are praising God for having
made it possible for them to meet agam to worship
Him.”

Work Progressing in China

From Shanghai, China; comes the brief but truly
encouraging report: “The work is onward as never
before. There is an increasing demand for our liter-
ature, notwithstanding the fact that prlces are higher
than heretofore because of the increase in the cost of
production. The Signs subscription list is now more
than 112,000.”° .
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H. L. Shull, manager of the Shanghai Publishing
House, writing early this year, says:

. “I do not know of any time in the history of this
publishing house when we have experienced greater
success or had more surprise at the way things have
turned out in our favor, than during the past year.
There have been moments of uncertainty regarding
the future of the work, but in every instance there has
tome some ray of hope out of the darkness, and the
work has gone forward with greater success than ever
before. In 1939, when we moved back to Shanghai
from Hong Kong, there was no assurance that we
would be permitted to carry on our work. It was only

. by faith and belief in the triumph of this message and
the consciousness of a duty to proclaim it, even in
troublous times, that we proceeded with the restoration
of our plant. By hard and determined effort on the
part of our staff, and the undaunted energy manifested
by the colporteurs and field representatives during the
past year, our literature work in the China Division
has prospered in an unprecedented manner.”

“We are confident,” writes a worker in China, “that
the work of God must go forward in spite of difficulties,
and we know there is nothing too hard for Him. It is
our purpose to press forward in all lines, emphasizing
especially the evangelistic work. At the present time
we are at liberty to preach the truth freely throughout
this land. The public efforts being held at present are
well attended, and the people seem to be paying better
attention than in former years.”

The Literature Ministry

In regard to the work in Northern Europe, the super-
intendent reports: “The records for the publishing
work for 1940 in nearly every country in the division
show sales away beyond anything we have seen in
previous years.” .

From its earliest times our literature work has been
an important part of the advent movement. God has
abundantly blessed the efforts of our colporteurs. Con-
fident of the daily prayers of thousands upon thousands
of our believers in all countries, they go forward day
by day scattering the good seed of gospel truth con-
tained in the literature of the message. Eternity alone
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change of attitude on the part of the people. Presently
one came and offered to buy a book to help him. In due
time the colporteur went on his way, leaving behind
him the silent messenger. But the message of the book
found a lodgment in the hearts of these good people.
They rejoiced in the light that had come to them, and
shared it with their neighbors, till erelong a number
were ready for baptism, and a church of thirty-three
members was organized in that place.

Now, the colporteur with gladness is able to report
that near the very spot where the buggy overturned
and was smashed, a little Seventh-day Adventist church
stands today as a monument to the truth. And here
from Sabbath to Sabbath these thirty-three believers
meet to worship the Lord. We think of the colporteur
brother under the tree on the country roadside in his
distress turning to God in prayer for help, and we call
to mind the scripture that reads: “He that goeth forth
and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless
come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with
him.” Ps. 126:6.

A brother in China, touching the literature ministry,
tells of a bombing raid. ‘“One bomb,” he wrote, “made
a direct hit on one of our chapels. It was reduced to
ruins, and the debris was scattered across the road.
In the chapel were some literature supplies, including
copies of ‘World Struggles’ and ‘Way of Life” From
the wreckage, the people, while gathering firewood,
salvaged also these messengers of truth.” And then he
adds: “What we cannot sell, it seems must be otherwise
distributed to the people.”

While we regret the loss of the little Chinese chapel,
we can nevertheless rejoice that the worshipers were
not within when destruction rained down so suddenly.
We also remember with thankfulness that the same
Deliverer who from the ruins of a colporteur’s buggy
raised up a company of happy believers, can bless also,
as the China missionary suggests, the truth-filled liter-
ature scattered by the blast of a falling bomb.

“Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;
The clouds ye so much dread

Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings o’er your head.

“Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,

dom. Only oceasionally do we see, as in the following
experience, how simply yet marvelously God works to
turn apparent loss into enduring gain, and discourage-
ment and tribulation into victory and genuine re-
joicing,

Briefly told, the story finds one of our faithful col-
porteurs in Uruguay in trouble on a country roadside.
‘He had risked the little money he had in an investment
in a horse and buggy with which to carry forward his
work. The horse proved to be a high-spirited animal

“and difficult to control. On the day in question it took
fright and ran, overturning the buggy and its load of
gospel literature. Fortunately, the colporteur was un-
injured, but the vehicle was badly damaged. Tying the
horse to a tree, our brother went to a near-by house to
present his book, but the occupants manifested no in-
terest in if, nor any willingness to assist him in his
difficulty. Returning to the scene of the accident, and
overcome by a sense of his helplessness, the young man

"~ broke down and wept. Not for long, however, did he
thus give way to discouragement. While he repaired
his buggy, he would go aside at intervals and kneel
under a tree and pray to God for help.

One of the occupants of the house not far away saw
him kneeling, and, creeping near to hear what he was
saying, discovered that the colporteur was praying to
God for help for himself, and for a blessing for the
people of the neighborhood. This resulted in a marked
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But tTust Hinr for Hisgrace;
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face.”

From Northern and Central Europe

From the Scandinavian countries and the British
Isles, as well as from Central Europe, reports of an
encouraging nature have been received. The suffer-
ings and privations that have come upon so many as a
result of the war have affected, with others, some of
our dear believers. Expressions of appreciation and
thankfulness have come back from leaders in these
territories for the help which the General Conference
has, through the generosity of our members in North
America, been able to send them.

W. E. Read, in reporting the work in the Northern
European Division, writes:

“As we look at the achievements of 1940, we cannot
help but feel that this will stand out as one of the
banner years in our history, notwithstanding increas-
ing perplexities and multiplying difficulties on every
hand. The year 1940 will be a year of records in most
lines of missionary activity. Our publishing houses
have sold more literature than ever before; there are
more young people attending our schools than we have
ever before known. The tithe has surpassed all pre-
vious figures; the same is true of mission offerings.
When we think of the Harvest Ingathering receipts,
field after field has broken all past achievements.
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. “How true it is that ‘the workers will be surprised
by the simple means that He will use to bring about
and perfect His work of righteousness.’—‘Testimonies
to Ministers,” p. 300. We haye certainly seen this dur-
ing recent months. It seems as though God has taken
delight in showing His people that He can do for them
in times of difficulty things which were never achieved
in years of peace and prosperity.”

Of the work in the British Union, with war in
progress, H. W. Lowe writes:

“Our work continues with great encouragement in
many ways, but we have some serious things to face.
Meetings at night are difficult, because people do not
go out unnecessarily in the blackout; halls are exceed-
ingly difficult to get, on account of military occupation;
and nearly all the people are doing some form of war
service, such as fire watching, air-raid precaution, ete.,
and have no time to go to evangelistic lectures. But
we are seeking other methods, among them the distri-
bution of literature.”

A. Minck, president of the Central European Divi-
sion, writes: “With regard to the proclamation of the
gospel in Germany, I can give a good report. At pres-
ent we are having our annual prayer meetings, which
are conducted in all freedom and are a great blessing.”

To our workers and church members in lands rav-
aged by war, the promises and the comfort of the
Seriptures have been exceedingly precious. In such
a time, what satisfaction is derived from being able
to sing the familiar stanza:

“Sometimes 'mid scenes of deepest gloom,
Sometimes where Eden’s bowers bloom,
By waters still, o’er troubled sea—

Still 'tis His hand that leadeth me,”

In Inter-America

While in some parts of the world the way is being
hedged up, it is encouraging to note that in other places
doors are swinging open for the entrance of the gospel.
An encouraging word comes to us from the Inter-
American Division. Arthur Roth tells of a remarkable
entrance that has been effected among a fribe of
Indians in Panama. He says:

“It has been estimated that the Indians who belong
to the Guaymie ftribe number some 50,000 persons.
By a treaty between the tribe and the Panama Re-
public, no religious organization may work among
these people without having been specifically invited
to do so by the Indians. Now the chief of the tribe has
become a Seventh-day Adventist. He has invited the
Adventists to work among his people. Already some
200 Indians have embraced the third angel’s message.
Many more are accepting the truth. The doors are
now wide open for the preaching of the message. In
the providence of God, Adventists now hold the key to
the entire territory controlled by this tribe. Since he
became an Adventist, this chief judges all misde-
meanors committed by his people according to the
standard of the ten commandments.”

Progress in the Near East

Writing of the progress of the work in the Near
East, T. J. Michael has this to say of the Central
European Divigion, Section II:

“In Moslem lands, where comparatively little has

been accomplished, evidences of progress are warmly
welcomed. The superintendent of the Arabic Union
Mission recently visited a village in northern Galilee
in response to an urgent appeal from the inhabitants.
The villagers believed that Seventh-day Adventists
have the message of God, and they pleaded not only
for a Christian school for their children, but for a
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teacher to be sent to establish a church among them.
The interest has spread to a neighboring village, and
there is a real evidence that the Spirit of God is mov-
ing upon hearts in the land of the Saviour’s earthly
pilgrimage, to accept the message which proclaims His
second advent. From over the border also in ancient
Syria good news comes. A prominent Armenian citi-
zen in Beirut recently began to keep the Sabbath. A
medical student at the Beirut University is taking his
stand for the truth of God, and a lawyer in that same
city has accepted the message, and desires to be bap-
tized.

“These developments are a great encouragement to
our workers and our struggling churches in those dif-
ficult Moslem lands. Down in Egypt more than fifty
souls were baptized in recent months, and the most en-
couraging interests which exist in the land of the
Pharaohs indicate that the harvest will be much
greater in 1941. ’

“From Iran, formerly known as Persia, we receive
news of widespread interests in this message. New be-
lievers are being baptized at a rate that far exceeds
anything we have known in the past.”

Our Australasian Island Field

As often as we survey the great mission fields of
earth, our thoughts go to “the islands of the sea,” and
we call to mind the great work God is accomplishing
through our believers in the Australasian Division, in
the islands of the South Pacific. To the encouraging
advancement of the work there we can make but the
following brief reference. E. B. Rudge, president of
the Australasian Union Conference, writes:

“Even among the savages of certain islands on which
no Christian missionary is, as yet, allowed to live, we
have hundreds of Sabbathkeeping adherents. A recent
visit by one of our missionaries, allowed for a few
hours only by the European government which exer-
cises nominal control over that territory, reveals that
God has gone before us in a marvelous way, and that
there fifteen regular meeting places for Sabbath school
have been established, and into these hundreds of the
people crowd in regular attendance. All this is the
result of the influence of a lad from those islands who
once had the privilege of attending a Sabbath school
and a day school for a few months at the head station
of our Solomon Islands Mission. On returning to his
own heathen people, he proclaimed the truth as he
had learned if, and organized the fifteen Sabbath
schools as the interest grew and more and more of the
people ‘desired to accept the Christian faith and the
Christian way of living.”

Progress in Southern Asia

From the Southern Asia Division, with its mil-
lions of unenlightened souls in India, Burma, and
Ceylon, comes word from time to time of an increas-
ingly changed attitude on the part of Hindus, Moham-
medans, and Buddhists toward the preaching of the
gospel. N. C. Wilson tells the following story:

“I was made happy upon reaching Colombo to find
that the brethren there have just closed a most suc-
cessful evangelistic campaign. They have already
baptized sixteen people, and another fifteen or more
are soon to be baptized. )

“Large crowds are attending the meetings in the
great city of Calcutta, and Brother Rawson is hopeful.
of baptizing approximately forty people there. Our
evangelists are being richly blessed of God in their.
evangelistic efforts throughout other parts of the
field also.”

1




-Message Advancing in Africa .

The message is advancing in Africa, and, as else-
where, the change in world conditions, the brethren re-
port, has led to a deeper interest on the part of the
people generally in the proclamation of the gospel. But
here, also, it requires courage and fortitude for indi-
vidual believers to step out into the light of truth in
the face of threatenings and physical suffering im-
posed upon them by enemies of the truth.

A young woman learned of the coming of Jesus, and
her heart was touched. She asked for Bible studies,
and was instructed in the truths of the message, but
there were those who were determined that she should
not break away from her old beliefs. - But the young
woman testified to' the beauty and wonder ‘of the mes-
sage, and expressed her intention of walking in’ the
way of God’s commands. She was then threatened and
cruelly ‘beaten. She was thrown to the ground and
covered with long grass, as though she were buried,
and a ceremony- was carried out to indicate that she
was being disowned by her family. Yet through it:all
she held firm,-and said in reponse to questions: “I
have found the truth:. I believe that Jesus is coming
again, and I am not going to turn back. Whatever you
do to me will make no difference. I will never give up
this truth even though you should kill me.” This
young woman -has ‘remained firm and true, and is
preparing for baptlsm

A Word From the Far East

Two paragraphs from brethren of the Far Eastern
Division tell of the good success that is attending the
efforts of our missionaries in that section of the
field. R. R. Flguhr writes conéerning the work in the
Philippines: :

“The final figure for baptisms for 1940 is most
encouraging—2,064. This is the best record ever made
in the union.. .Our Harvest Ingathering effort exceeded
the goal by a thousand pesos. This is most encourag-
ing, especially ‘when it seemed that the goal could not
even be reached:this year.”

W. P. Bradley, wr1t1ng from Netherlands -Indies,
reports: . :

“We were agreeably surprised when we found that
the reports of baptlsms for 1940 surpass those of the

recelpts were greater than for the prev10us year As
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we see these things, we ‘are led to feel that only God’s
special blessing could have brought such results.”

Progress in North America

With all that comes to us as evidence of progress and
advancement in what we sometimes term the mission
divisions, we would not overlook the indications of
God’s presence and blessing upon the work in North
America, for which we know our believers in other
lands continually pray. Writing of recent develop-
ments here, W. G. Turner gives the following brief re-
port: }

“We are glad to be able to report a greater inflow
of souls'in the North American Division during 1940
than for many years. In an evangelistic effort con-
ducted in Cincinnati, Ohio, more than 450 souls were
baptized. As we write, in one Canadian Union Con-
ference city in the northwest, C. A. Reeves reports be-
tween 1,500 and 2,000 requests for literature and visit-
ing, and this four weeks after the opening of a large
theater effort.

“Hundreds of lay efforts are being conducted
throughout the field, and a remarkable ingathering of
souls is being reported from all parts of the division.”

So, dear brethren and sisters, in these times of un-
paralleled difficulty and perplexity, we find reference
being made again-and again to the ‘“unprecedented”
success that is attending the work of the Lord in many
places. It all assures us that the good hand of God is
over His cause, and that with our limited vision we are
incapable of gauging opportunities or weighing re-
sults. We cannot tell' which shall prosper “this or
that.” We can, howeéver, put our trust m God, believe
His truth, and go forward.

Loyal believers everywhere are demonstrating their
devotion to the message. Many are enduring suffering
and hardship rather than violate their conscience and
deny their faith. This fortitude and faithfulness of
theirs calls to us to hold steadfast our confidence in
gratitude to God for His goodness, give ourselves to
Him in renewed consecration, and contribute joyfully
of our means, that multitudes yet in- darkness may, as
the end draws near, receive the light of truth. “How

then shall they call on Him in: whom they have not be-
lieved? and how shall they believe in Him of whom
they have not heard‘? and how shall they hear Wlthout

be sent ”

(Reading for~Wednesday, December 10)

The Ministry of the Spirit

"By ). E. FULTON

S Jesus was about to finish His ministry among
men, and was soon to leave His disciples to “pre-
pare a place” for them, He made a marvelous

promise of “another Comforter,” who was to abide
with them forever, “even the Spirit of truth.” John
14:16, 17. And Jesus said, “The Comforter, which is
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in. My
name, He shall teach you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said
unto you.” Verse 26. Said Jesus, “I will not: leave
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you comfortless: I will come to you.” Verse 18. His
coming was to be accomplished through the Spirit. In
this way Christ was to be with His people, and in a
more efficacious manner than when He was with them
in the flesh. This Comforter was, in a manner, to ex-
change places with Christ, for the Spirit was to come
from the Father, and Christ was to go to the Father.
Jesus said: “It is expedient for you that I go away:
for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto
you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you.”
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“E)gpedlentr\for You “That }:Go Away”

: Zfesus Wlth Hls _diseciples. in the
flesh ,tzﬂnng faj rly with these humble meni’eéting
with' them crossmg ‘the lake with them, traveling with
them through the corn fields, sitting with them on the
hllfsldes and the mountamtops, teaching them, was
wornderful and nécessary, and a part of the divine plan;
but there came the time when it was not in accordance
with God’s larger purpose and plan, for Him to abide
with them so tangibly. Christ as much as said that
it would not be best for Him to remain with them.
Already the erroneous notions of the disciples in re-
gard to a glorious world kingdom, of which they
featured Jesus as head and.themselves as principal
officers, was never absent from their minds. By the
ascension of Christ, and in the removal of His human
form from their eyes, the disciples were led to appre-
ciate the purely spiritual kingdom which Christ came
to establish. We can now understand better the mean-
ing of Christ’s words to the sorrowing apostles, “It is
expedient for you that I go away.” With Christ.in
the flesh near them, the Spirit, the Comforter, was not
so greatly needed. Had Jesis remained with ‘them
longer, His presence would have been a barrier to their
higher spiritual advancement, While He was on earth,
limited to the activities, of the flesh, Jesus was re-
stricted to associating dlrectly with only a very fow of
mankind, chiefly His, dlsclples, and His mmlstry was
tine. But after the ascension and Pentecost through
the Spirit’s power there were thousands of <:1t1es and
many countries that could now behold His grace, for
His atonement was not a matter for His disciples only,
but was to be made known throughout the World

The death of Christ seemed to the disciples a. great
disaster, but it meant the redemption of a lost. world
Christ’s ascension, although it seemed an unspeakable
deprivation, was best for all. It was expedient, for it
removed the barrier that kept Him from their inmost
selves. In the walls of flesh He was kept from that
inner nearness. By the Holy Spirit He would ‘have
access to their very hearts, and not to them only, but to
the church everywhere. After Pentecost Jesus was
nearer to His disciples through the Spirit than when
He was with them on:earth. They were now “in
Christ” and He “in them.”

When Christ’'s Representative Should Come

“The Holy Spirit is Christ’s representative, but di-
vested of the pe.3onality of humanity, and independent
thereof. Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not be
in every place personally. Therefore it was for their
interest that He should go to the Father, and send the
Spirit to be His successor on earth. No one could then
have any advantage because of his location or his
personal contact with Christ. By the Spirit the Saviour
would be accessible to all. In this sense He would be
nearer to them than if He had not ascended on high.”
—“The Desire of Ages,” p. 669.

The third Person of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit,
was an active agent in creation, for in the second verse
of Genesis we read that the Spirit of God “moved upon
the face of the waters.” We read also that “by His
Spirit He hath garnished the heavens.” Job 26:13.
And we know that the Spirit was also present when
God said, “Let us make man,” because Job tells us,
“The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of
the Almighty hath given me life.” Job 33:4. We read
of the Spirit striving with man in the time of Noah.
Gen. 6:3. David also earnestly prayed that God would
not take away from him the Holy Spirit. Ps. 51:11, 12.
Of Israel, Isaiah says they rebelled and vexed His Holy
Spirit (Isa. 63:10), and that in their wanderings under
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Moses the Holy Spirit was a: present subdumg force,
Verses 11, 14.

*, Ghrist also was from the days of etermty He was
an active agent in ereation, was the-Angel of the cove-
nant, and has been present with His people in every
age. And yet it was not until He came in the “flesh,”
and became the “Son of man,” that there was that
closest union with humanity, in that He was made like
unto us, whom He terms His “brethren,” and thus
became our “merciful and faithful High Priest.” It
was not until that natal day in Bethlehem when Jesus
was born a Saviour that heaven came so near to man-
kind. On that day Jesus became.our Elder Brother,
our own flesh. As one of us, sharing man’s experi-
ences, He could be “touched with the feeling of our
infirmities.”

- 8o likewise during those.long ages:from creation,
the Holy Spirit was “brooding,” “striving,’ and in
many loving ministrations workingofor our salvation.
But it was not until Pentecost that:the blessed Spirit
assumed the place as Christ’s.representative in the

- church of God. John said, in recording a promise made

by Jesus of the Spirit, that the “Holy Ghost was not
yvet given; because that Jesus was not.yet glorified.”
John 7:89: *While the Holy Spirit had been minister-
ing through the ages, yet in-a sense He had not yet
been given in the fullness of power until He became
Christ’s vicegerent on earth. . But -after Christ was
glorified, He was to “come with ho modified energy,
but in the fullness of divine power.”—Id., p. 671.

As Christ’s representative,; the Holy Spirit takes the
position of guide, teacher, and intercessor. Jesus was
all that to His disciples here on earth, but, cumbered
with. our flesh, He could not be.in all places with His
people except by the Holy Spirit. And it is wonderful
to relate that for our salvation we have a Minister
above on the throne, Christ our high priest, and the
Holy Spirit with us on earth making effectual what
was’ wrought out by the world’s Redéemer.

“Sin could be resisted and overcome .only through
the mighty ageney of the third Person of the Godhead.

. It is the Spirit that makes effectual what has been
wrought out by the world’s Redeemer.  It.is by the
Spirit that the heart is made puré: - Through the Spirit
the believer becomes a partaker of -the:divine nature.
Christ has given His Spirit as a -divine power to over-
come all hereditary and cultivated tendencies to evil,
and to impress His own character upon His church.”
—Ibzd

The Spll’lt Our Intercessor

Speakmg of the promised Spirit, Jesus sald that
when He is come, “He will conviet the world of sin.
John 16:8, R.'V. It is true that the law points out sin,
and the, life of Jesus was a condemnation of sin, but
the Holy . Spirit is the great heart searcher, or con-
victor of sin. “Evil had been acecumulating for cen-
turies, and could only be restrained and resisted by the
mighty power of the Holy Spirit.” “Testzmomes to
Ministers,” p. 392.

“If any. man sin, we have an- Advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”: -I John 2:1. And
we remember Jesus promised that He would “pray the
Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that
He may abide with you forever; even the Spirit of
truth.” John 14:16, 17. As our -Advocate Jesus is
interceding with the Father, and.that intercession
is the work of the atonement, an appeal before the
Father of the merit of His sacrificial . death on the
cross. He was the Lamb of God that taketh away the
sins of the world, and was seen by John “in the midst
of the throne” “a lamb” as though #it had been slain.”
Rev. 5:6. What amazing love is thus displayed in the
ministry of our Advocate with the Father in the glo--
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rious ministration of the atonement, “seeing He ever
liveth to make intercession for” us. Heb. 7:25. But
the ministry of the Holy Spirit on earth unites with
the work of the heavenly Advocate. The Spirit “mak-
eth intercession for us with groanings which cannot
be uttered.” Rom. 8:26. What a wonderful ministry!
All heaven exhausts its mighty resources to make sure
our salvation. It is made certain by the promise of the
Father, the promise of the Son, and the blessed minis-
try of the third Person of the Godhead. The Jove of the
Father, the ministry and intercession of Christ above,
and the ministry of the Spirit and His intercession
below, all are employed to work out our salvation.
What grounds for profound gratitude!

Those More Exalted Privileges in Store

As Christ ascended just before Pentecost to that
temple of His ministration above, the Holy Spirit at
‘Pentecost descended to these body temples which
should be set apart as temples of the Holy Ghost.
But the work and ministry of the Holy Spirit has been
overlooked, neglected, and slighted. No wonder the
Spirit is grieved. -

Jt is sad to say, but it must be admitted, that there
is a. “silence upon this most important theme. What
promise 'do we know less about by its practical fulfill-
ment:than this rich promlse of the gift of the Holy
Spirit, whereby efficiency is to be given to all our
spiritual labor?”—Id., p. 174.

“The church has long been contented with little of
the blessing of God; they have not felt the need of
reaching up to .the exalted privileges purchased for
them at infinite cost. Their spiritual strength has been
feeble, their experience of a dwarfed and crippled char-
acter, and they are disqualified for the work the Lord
would have them to do. They are not able to present
the great and glorious truths of God’s holy word that
would convict and convert souls through the agency of
the Holy Spirit.”"—Id., p. 175.

And because of our backshdmg and neglect, shall we
not now at this Week of Prayer season turn with a new
interest to the blessed ministry of the Spirit? How
much we need Him! The times demand a new conse-
cration and a new reliance on this blessed ministry of
divine grace ahd power. Christ was led by the Spirit.
If He was so led, even so should we be led.
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and claim the Lord’s promises; they talk about Christ
and the Holy Spirit; yet they receive no benefit, be-
cause they do not surrender their souls to the guidance
and control of divine agencies.”—“Gospel Workers,”

pp. 284, 285.

As in the book of Acts the great burden of the early
church was the salvation of sinners, so this should be
our_burden today.

Spirit Empowers for Witnessing

Never was there a time when God called more insist-
ently for witnesses burdened for lost men and women
than He calls today. Jesus came to the world for
others. The Holy Spirit “shall not speak of Himself.”
He is ever ministering for others. So we are to be
filled with the Spirit, not for ourselves alone, but to be
witnesses for others. “Ye shall receive power, after
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth.” Acts 1:8.

“The disciples did not ask for a blessing for them-
selves. They were weighted with the burden of souls.
The gospel was to be carried to the ends of the earth,
and they claimed the endowment of power that Christ
had promised. Then it was that the Holy Spirit was
poured out, and thousands were converted in a day.
So it may be now.”—“Testimonies,” Vol. VIII, p. 21.

Why is it, when we need the Spirit so much, for our-
selves and for others, and God is so willing to bestow it,
that the church is not enjoying the fullness of that
blessing and power? Satan is doing his utmost to
occupy our minds with things which we cannot always
label as sinful, but which nevertheless consume valu-
able time. In reading unprofitable literature, listening
to useless radio programs, engaging in occupations
that bring neither physical nor splrltual benefits, but
that consume precious time, we may grieve the Spirit;
for are we not told to redeem “the time, because the
days are evil”? Eph. 4:30; 5:16-18.

Reception of the Spirit Our Outstanding Need

“We must turn away from a thousand topies that
invite attention. There are matters that consume time
and arouse inquiry, but end in nothing.”—Id., p. 316.
Let first things have their proper place and emphasis.

The book of Acts is a record of the workings of the
Holy Spirit in the early church. This must be a pat-
tern for the workings and ministry of the Holy Spirit
in the closing days of the work of the church:. In those
early days the churches were filled with the Spirit.
Shall the workings of the Spirit be less manifest in
the generation that welcomes the return of Jesus?
No, for to us is promised the latter rain!

“The outpouring of the Spirit in the days of the
apostles was the ‘former rain,” and glorious was the
result. But the latter rain will be more abundant.”
—“Testimonies,” Vol. VIII, p. 21.

The Essential Preparation

But before the outpouring of the Spirit as outlined
in the book of Acts, there was much prayer and heart
searching. Jesus had told them to “tarry” for this
blessing.

“It was by the confession and forsaking of sin, by
earnest prayer and consecration of themselves to God,
that the early disciples prepared for the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. The same
work, only in greater degree, must be done now.”—
“Testimonies to Ministers,” p. 507.

“Christ promised the gift of the Holy Spirit to His
church, and the promise belongs as much to us as to the
first disciples. But like every other promise, it is given
on conditions. There are many who profess to believe
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It is high {ime that we should awake out of sleep. “The
hour is late. The crisis of the ages is upon us. There
is a world that needs our attention and help.

“Minor matters occupy the attention, and the divine
power which is necessary for the growth and prosper-
ity of the church, and which would bring all other
blessings in its traim, is lacking, though offered in its
infinite plenitude.”—Id., p. 21.

There never was a time when men and women were
so busy and occupied, never a time when the church
was so busy with activities, as today. We do not plead
to do without programs and goals, but let us not omit
the “weightier matters,” ever remembering that the
reception of the Spirit is the greatest and most out-
standing need. And not only are there “busy noth-
ings” that occupy the time, but there are grievous sins
in the church, and these must be confessed and for-
saken. That work should be done now. Let us not
delay. May God grant that this Week of Prayer shall
not end till a great work of grace begins in many
churches, and that by clearing the King’s highway we
may behold the march of divine power among His peo-
ple.

In this very serious hour of world crisis, what do we
need more than the presence, power, and blessed min-
istry of the Holy Spirit? Shall we not now turn in full
consecration of body, soul, and spirit, that each one of
us may be a temple for that abiding Spirit?
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(Readihg for Thursday, December 11)

God's Expectation of His Church

By L. H. CHRISTIAN

E hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and

what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do

justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly
with thy God?” -Micah 6:8.

The Lord is never surprised, but often disappointed.
To His infinite wisdom and strength, no problem or
emergency of ours is difficult. The love of Christ for
His church means more to the Lord Himself than we
realize. He is near us continually, and watches our
every step. He thinks of the church not only as a
group; He loves each of us individually, and has a
care for our smallest need. A mother is sensitive to
the mistakes of her children, but Jesus is pained yet
more by our failures. As we try to serve Him, He finds
a sweet joy in our faithful devotion. In the world the
Lord is forgotten and even blasphemed, but He is
honored in His own church. Even the leaders of the

" churches are called by the apostle Paul “the glory of

Christ.” 2 Cor. 8:23.

This love of the Lord for His own makes His dis-
appointment in their failings still keener. It grieves
Him to the heart that we do not sense His purpose of
love or understand the honor of the task He gives us.
When the Lord called Israel out of Egypt by His
mighty signs and wonders, it was His plan that they
should enter the Promised Land quickly. They, how-
ever, because of unbelief, were delayed, and did not
meet God’s expectation. Of this failure, so sad in its
results, God declared: “Forty years long was I grieved
with this generation, and said, It is a people that do
err in their heart, and they have not known My ways.”
Ps. 95:10. Again we read: “Oh that My people had
hearkened unto Me, and Israel had walked in My ways!
... He should have fed them also with the finest of the
wheat: and with honey out of the rock should I have
satisfied thee.” Ps. 81:13-16.

How deeply the Lord is grieved by the failing of
His people is seen in the experience of Jesus as He
entered Jerusalem. The whole multitude was full of
joy, but Jesus felt overcome with grief. “When He
was come near, He beheld the city, and wept over it.”
Luke 19:41.

Notable Examples of Loyalty

The history of God’s people, however, is not entirely
a record of defeat. Many examples have been left us
of loyalty, victory, and triumph. Some speak only of
failures, as if God’s people always disappointed Him.
They forget how often His expectations have been met
in the faithfulness of His people. Abraham, called of
the Lord, performed his work so faithfully that he
became the friend of God. When Israel failed to meet
God’s expectation, noble men like Daniel and others
were a great honor to His name. Indeed, whole
churches have met the expectations of the Lord. Think
of the apostolic church. Before Pentecost the disciples
failed and denied their Lord, but after Pentecost what
a change, and what a devoted group of people they
were! They loved one another. They sacrificed all.
They went to the ends of the earth to testify for Christ.
They suffered for His name and stood firm.

And that same spirit of zeal and sacrifice will be
seen again. “I saw that this message will close with
power and strength far exceeding the midnight cry.
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Servants of God, endowed with power from on high,
with their faces lighted up, and shining with holy con-
secration, went forth to proclaim the message from
heaven. . . . God’s people were strengthened by the
excellent glory which rested upon them in rich abun-
dance, and prepared them to endure the hour of temp
tation.”—“Farly Writings,” pp. 278, 279.

We sometimes hear that the advent church is today
going the way of worldly churches. It is said that all
denominations in their early years were godly, Spirit-
filled, and zealous for missions, but that they later
joined the world. And itis added that Adventists will
gradually go into apostasy and fail to finish the work.
That idea is most misleading. The Scriptures and the
Spirit of prophecy both teach that at the last God will
be so fully glorified in the remnant church that by its
work the earth will be lightened with His glory. Rev.
18:1. “Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold, the
darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the
people: but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and His
glory shall be seen upon thee.” Isa. 60:1, 2.

We deplore that some in the advent church are turn-
ing to the world. Unless they soon repent they will
quickly drift away and be lost, for things now move
rapidly. However, God’s expectation of His church
will be fully met in the loud cry of the threefold mes-
sage. “I was pointed down to the time when the third
angel’s message was closing. The power of God had
rested upon His people; they had accomplished their
work, and were prepared for the trying hour before
them. They had received the latter rain, or refreshing
from the presence of the Lord, and the living testi-
mony had been revived.”—Id., p. 279.

God Expects Something of Us Each

The Lord is not unreasonable in what He expects of
His children, but two things should be remembered.
First, when sin entered, God did not lower the stand-
ards of right and wrong. We have the same holy com-
mandments as did Adam. Second, the Lord expects
the most of His people in dark times or in hard places.
There are Christians who seem to pass through life in
a quiet, easy way. God deals with them in much kind-
ness—possibly because He sees their weakness. There
are others who have great trials. God appears to re-
quire more of them. May we not say that the stronger
the temptations, the higher are God’s expectations?

It is a beautiful, moving thought that the Lord does
expect something of each one of us, even the humblest.
He never disappoints us. ‘“The Lord will more than
fulfill the highest expectations of those who put their
trust in Him.”—*“Prophets and Kings,” p. 387. And
we ought never to disappoint Him. But some will say,
“There is little, or nothing, that I can do for God.”
Let no one feel that way. God looks for personal
service, often in small things, and He never expects
anything beyond us, for if we cannot do one thing, we
can do another.

At this time God is awakening new longing in human
hearts for light and hope. He expects us to satisfy
these longing ones with the word of life. Today,
sorrowing men and women are everywhere, overseas
and here. God expects us to bring them comfort. On
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every hand there are hungry, stricken multitudes. God
expects us to help them. Many youth today, lured by
sin, are almost ready to turn against Jesus. God ex-
pects us to help them to decide for Him. There is
strife in some churches. God expects us to exert an in-
fluence for peace, often by the victory of silence and
prayer.

Heart Preparation Expected

Let us look at some things which, above all, the Lord
desires of us. His first expectation of His people is
holiness of life. -It is-a greater thing for a preacher to
be unselfish than for him to be eloquent. Jesus is
more honored by a member’s living daily, in his home
and in his work, as a child of God, than by any kind
of mission work he may do.. No activity, no gift of
money, and no deeds of mercy, needful as these things
are, can ever take the place of honest holiness. QOur
supreme objective is to be prepared to meet the Lord.
We are not to be.prepared.some time in the future.
We are to live prepared every day. No Adventist
should ever lie down to sleep at night without knowing
in his heart that he is prepared to meet the Lord.
God’s children, like Enoch, like Elijah, are to walk with
God.

The Lord has entrqsted to :His church the advent
message of present truth,. ‘He expects His children to
guard this divine treasure. We need today to study
anew the doctrines of the Adventist message. Each
one of them should be clearly understood. In this
system of truth there are special principles, such as
Sabbathkeeping, tithe, and temperance, and every
truth demands obedience, even at the risk of our lives.
Notice carefully these words: ‘“No man can be so
situated that he cannot obey God.” ‘“There is no such
thing as an impossibility to obey God.”—“Sketches
From the Life of Paul,” p. 296.

United Effort in Proclaiming Message to World

The Lord expects His church to give this everlasting
gospel message to all the world. “The church of Christ

is God’s agency for the proclamation of truth; she is
empowered by Him to do a special work; and if she
is loyal to God, obedient to His commandments, there
will dwell within her the excellence of divine power.
If she Wlll honor the Lord God of Israel there is no

’co her a]]eg'1ance, ’che forces of the enemy W1ll be no
more able to overpower her than is the chaff to resist

the whirlwind.”—“Testimonies,” Vol. VIII, p. 11.

This advent message must change our hearts, lighten
our own hones, and be given to our neighborhood and
our country. But that is not enough. Every Adventist
in all the earth is duty bound to help send the message
to all the rest of the world. The Adventists in the
United States, in Brazil, in Sweden, and in other coun-
tries, are alike responsible for giving the message to all
mankind. This work is to be done in such a way as
to avoid arousing needless prejudices. We are not to
preach politics, nationalism, or war. We are not to
take sides as does the world. We are to make Christ
known. We are to show forth His glory in such a way
as to win the honest in heart to a new love for the
Saviour. We are to teach the beauty, justice, and
love of the ten commandments. This great task claims
the best that there is in us. We must give thought,
time, money, children, and all to make known the
advent message.

The Lord Expects a Decided Change

Failure does not always mean final loss, but there
are times when failure ‘spells complete disaster. We
are in such an age now.. The church as a whole will
triumph gloriously, but how will we as individual mem-
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Will we have the experience of the dis-
mples before Pentecost, or after? Are our believers
in the lands of distress true to God? Would they
rather die than disobey God? Are those in countries of

_prosperity faithful to the Lord? The true answer to

these questions is personal. Do I please the Lord? Is
my life, my work, such as God desires it to be?

This time demands decided changes and reforms in
both ministry and members. If we are to measure up
to God’s expectation, there must be clearer vision,
stronger faith, and stricter obedience, with more ear-
nest prayer and mission zeal. “I saw some, with
strong faith and agonizing cries, pleading with God.
Their countenances were pale, and marked with deep
anxiety, expressive of their internal struggle. Firm-
ness and great earnestness was expressed in their
countenances; large drops of perspiration fell .from
their foreheads. . . . As the praying ones continued
their earnest cries, at times a ray of light from Jesus
came to them, to encourage their hearts, and light up
their countenances.”—“Early Writings,” pp. 269, 270.
No halfhearted, easygoing service will do at this time.
The Lord calls today for a new order of things in every
Adventist conference, mission, church, and home.

Shall we not take time to meditate carefully on God’s
purpose in the tremendous happenings of today? This
advent church can never meet God’s expectation with-
out a genuine spiritual rebirth and transformation
through the living Christ within. A new experience
and a new power must come to us by the Holy Spirit.
For Adventists to fail at this day would be a mo-
mentous tragedy. Only when Jesus appears in the
clouds of heaven will the unfaithful realize what they
have lost. The world today speaks of defeat and de-
struction. In God’s plan, however, the present prob-
lems of perplexities and pain are to bring great ad-
vancement in the advent movement. We are to make
these coming months the grandest and best in our
lives, with the greatest and sturdiest mission advance
we ever saw. God expects His people to be full of
courage and to make this crisis count for Christ.

THE Bible should never be studied without prayer.
The Hon Splrlt alone can cause us to feel the impor-

us from Wrestmg truths difficult of comprehensmn
It is the office of heavenly angels to prepare the heart
so to comprehend God’s word that we shall be charmed
with its beauty, admonished by its warnings, or ani-
mated and strengthened by its promises. We should
make the psalmist’s petition our own, “Open Thou
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of
Thy law.” Temptations often appear irresistible be-
cause, through neglect of prayer and the study of the
Bible, the tempted one cannot readily remember God’s
promises and meet Satan with the Scripture weapons.
But angels are round about those who are willing to
be taught in divine things; and in the time of great
necessity, they will bring to their remembrance the
very truths which are needed. Thus “when the enemy
shall eome in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall
lift up a standard against him.”

Jesus promised His disciples, “The Comforter, which
is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in My
name, He shall teach you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said
unto you.” But the teachings of Christ must previ-
ously have been stored in the mind, in order for the
Spirit of God to bring them to our remembrance in
the time of peril.- “Thy word have I hid in mine
heart,” said David, “that I might not sin against
Thee.”—Mrs. E. G. White.
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(Reading for Friday, December 12)

The Youth as God's Standard - Bearers

By ALFRED W. PETERSON

OU, advent youth, have been singled out from the
millions of other youth for extraordinary service
in a most extraordinary time.

Shafts of prophetic light from ancient time are
focused upon the events which you saw yesterday,
which you see today, and which you are to see taking
place tomorrow. We have come to a crucial time in the
history of the world and in the history of the advent
movement. Prophecy has painted this picture of our
day: “The tempest is coming, and we must get ready
for its fury. . . . Thousands of ships will be hurled
into the depths of the sea. Navies will go down, and
human lives will be sacrificed by millions. Fires will
break out unexpectedly, and no human effort will be able
to quench them. The palaces of earth will be swept
away in the fury of the flames. Disasters by rail will
become more and more frequent; confusion, collision,
and death without a moment’s warning will occur on
the great lines of travel. The end is near, probation
is closing.”—“Messages to Young People,” pp. 89, 90.
“Storms, earthquakes, whirlwinds, fire, and the sword
will spread desolation everywhere, until men’s hearts
shall fail them for fear, and for looking after those
things which shall come upon the earth.”—“Testi-
monies,” Vol. IV, p. 53. “Satan delights in war; for it
excites the worst passions of the soul, and then sweeps
into eternity its victims steeped in vice and blood.”—
“The Great Controversy,” p. 589.

- Thus vividly are portrayed the events of today—the
destruction of ships by torpedoes and mines, the bomb-

. ing and burning of defenseless cities, the sabotaging of
transportation and of industry, the slaughter of war,
the devastation of homes and fields and factories, with
famine and disease following after.

But this destruction of material things, with the re-
sulting suffering, are but the preliminaries to the de-
stroyer’s great objective—the enslavement of the
human spirit and the coercion of conscience. This
conflict is finally to be waged in the realm .of the spirit.
“God never forces the will or the conscience; but
Satan’s constant resort—to gain control of those whom
he cannot otherwise seduce—is compulsion by cruelty.
Through fear or forece he endeavors to rule the con-
science, and to secure homage to himself. To accom-
plish this, he works through both religious and secular
authorities, moving them to the enforcement of human
laws in defiance of the law of God.”—Id., p. 591. “We
are standing on the threshold of great and solemn
events. Many of the prophecies are about to be ful-
filled in quick succession. Every element of power is
about to be set to work. Past history will be repeated;
old controversies will arouse to new life, and peril will
beset God’s people on every side.”—“Testimonies to
Ministers,” p. 116.

The Call to Youth

We are rapidly moving toward the time when only
youth can carry on. “In the closing scenes of this
earth’s history, many of these children and youth will
astonish people by their witness to the truth, which
will be borne in simplicity, yet with spirit and power.”
—*“Counsels to Teachers,” p. 166. “They will do a
work in the proclamation of the truth which the older
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workers cannot do, because their way will be hedged
up.”’—Id., p. 176.

Yes, advent youth, you have a clarion call from
Heaven to service. “God calls for youthful vigor, zeal,
and courage. He has chosen the youth to aid in the
advancement of His cause. -To plan with clear mind
and execute with courageous hand demands fresh, un-
crippled energies. Young men and women are invited
to give God the strength of their youth, that through
the exercise of their powers, through keen thought and
vigorous action, they may bring glory to Him and
salvation to their fellow men.”—Id., p. 535.

“God calls for you, young men. He calls for whole
armies of young men who are largehearted and large-
minded, and who have a deep love for Christ and the
truth.”—“Testimonies,” Vol. VI, p. 411.

“Today He is calling for young men and women who
are strong and active in mind and body. . He desires
them to bring into the conflict against principalities
and powers and spiritual wickedness in high places,
their fresh, healthy powers of brain, bone, and muscle.”
—“Counsels to Teachers,” p. 538.

Times of conflict and of crisis have always challenged
young people. Youth has always fought the wars of
the world, has always blazed new trails and pioneered
great movements. Youth has always heard the call to
action, but this call at this time transcends in impor-
tance any previous call to young people. ““I write unto
you, young men, . . . because ye are strong, and the
word of God abideth in you.” 1 John 2:13, 14. Be-
cause you are rich in hope and faith, in courage and
loyalty, in strength and endurance, and are able to
adapt yourselves to new and changing conditions, God
has singled you out. God needs you; His cause needs
you. Thwarted, discouraged men and women who have
become engulfed in the greatest catastrophe of modern
times, need you. They need the encouragement and the
power of the message which you know. They need the
lift of your strong hand. Listen: “Christ is calling for
volunteers to enlist under His standard, and bear the
banner of the cross before the world.”—"“Messages to
Young People,” pp. 24, 25. This is a call to crusade,
and you are the standard-bearers. The standard of the
cross borne aloft is to be the rallying point in this last
mighty conflict.

The Standard of the Cross

From that ancient day when lightning bolts pierced
the gloom of Calvary and played about the cross, down
to this present movement, the cross has been the rally-
ing place of strong, adventurous, truehearted men. At
the sight of it, a strange power lays hold upon the
hearts of men. It stirs them, lifts them, frees them,
and draws them to Him who glorified the cross. It is
the symbol of a mighty love which stretches across
the abyss of sin and encircles an enslaved race. The
cross is a symbol of freedom as well as of love.

The standard of the cross is to rally men and women
in conflict against the bonds of the great slavemaster,
Satan. In the hearts of men, “where God’s throne
should have been, Satan had placed his throne. . . .
Christ says: ‘Where Satan has set his throne, there

(Continued on page 20)
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My dear Fellow Believers:

As we come again to the Week of Prayer season I am reminded anew of what I believe to be
my responsibility to the believers in this cause, to speak a few words to you regarding the im-
portance of reading the Review and Herald.

We have witnessed in recent times the rapid sequence of events that brings us nearer
and nearer the consummation of God's work in the earth. We see fulfilling about us the signs of the
coming of the Lord. World events are daily portrayed in the secular press of this and other
lands. Every radio station carries to its listeners information regarding current happenings in
the world. These secular agents of information, however, do not attempt to interpret the mean;
ing of the things of which we read and hear. The unfolding of events in connection with the cause
and work of God in the earth forms no part of their message. It is only through our own publi-
cations that any attempt is made along this line. To keep abreast of developments in connection
with the work of God it is necessary to turn to our own publications.

In the field of interpretation the Review and Herald is the outstanding journal to keep
our members informed of what is really taking place in the world-wide development of this work.
Articles from our leading workers and writers‘ bring weekly messages to our people, thus helping to
deepen the spiritual 1life of every reader. OQur foreign mission progpam occupies an important
place in the columns of this journal. It is impossible for me to overemphasize the importance
of all our members' keeping in touch with the rapidly expanding work of this movement. The work has
grown to such vast proportions that it is quite impossible for any one individual to keep fully
abreast of all that is taking place. The Review and Herald is indispensable in providing every
one of us with the encouraging and inspiring information that we need, and in confirming the great

_doctrinal principles for which this movement stands,

I wish to appeal to every believer seriously and earnestly to consider the importance of
providing himself with this journal. We have a wonderful army of self-sacrificing, earnest be-
lievers. Every worthy cause receives the loyal support of this people. A subscription to the
Review and Herald is a personal investment in self-improvement on the part of those who subscribe
for it. I have no hesitation in urging all to provide this help for their own spiritual upbuild-
ing and advancement.

As this Week of Prayer comes to our people in the midst of these trying hours in earth's
history, we pray that there may be a great deepening of spiritual life and power, that a new
spiritual zeal for the winning of souls may take possession of all hearts, and that all may pro-
vide themselves and their families with the weekly visits of this spiritual minister, the Review
and Herald.

Trusting that the Lord may bless every one of you with a spiritual preparation for the
soon cowing of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, I remain

Sincerely your fellow servant,

' PRLEZ T

President, General Conference.

JLM:mp : . ‘



Review and Herald Forecast for 1942

E have a great store of good things for our readers
vw for the coming year.

Activities of the World-Wide Church

The REVIEW AND HERALD is our general church
paper. Through it the officers of the General Conference
speak to our people. The president, Elder J. L. McElhany,
is one of our editors; the vice-presidents, the secretary,
and the treasurer of the General Conference are among
our special contributors. They are planning definitely to
speak to our world-wide church during the year to come
on many important questions.

Notwithstanding the unsettled conditions existing in
the world because of the great world war, the message
of Christ’s soon coming is going to the nations of men.
Reports from the field tell us of the miraculous work-
ings of God in the protection of His people, of thousands
of members’ being baptized. We are engaged in the
work of God, and nothing can stop its progress. We
know that reports of the triumphs of the message will
bring cheer to our believers everywhere.

A great work of evangelism on the part of our min-

"isters and lay workers is going forward in the North

American field. Unusual power is attending the preach-
ing of the word. The REVIEW will carry prompt re-
ports of these campaigns.

Events in the Light of Prophecy

We are introducing next year a new departinent—
namely, ‘“In the Light of Prophecy—Trends in the Po-
Llitical, Social, and Religious Worlds in Fulfillment of
Prophecy.” We have arranged with several brethren in
different parts of the world field to watch these trends
and to give us a picture of them in the REVIEW during
the year to come. From each one of these writers we
shall have two or more articles. Elder W. L. Emmer-
son, editor of the ‘‘Present Truth,” London, will write
from his viewpoint. Elder. W. R. Beach, secretary of
the Southern European Division, living in Central Enu-
rope, will give us his viewpoint as he sees prophecy
fulfilling in the world around him. From far-off Austra~-
lia, Elder A. L. King, editor of the Australian “Signs
of the Times,” will write of the development which he
sees in that country and in surrounding islands. Elder
R. B. Thurber, editor of the *“Oriental Watchman and
Herald of Health,” located in the Southern Asia Divi-
sion, will tell of the trends that he sees in India and
the surrounding territory. Elder F. G. Clifford, evan-
gelist in the Southern African Division, will write along
the same line from Southern Africa. Regarding the
trends in the South American and Inter-American fields,

_comprising Latin America, Elder N. P. Neilsen, for many

years president of the South American Division, will tell
us the way he views things.

And from the North American field, the center of so
much activity at the present time, Elder A. S. Maxwell,
editor of the ‘Signs of the Times,”” will furnish us an
article every two months regarding the fulfillment of
prophecy as he views it in the political, social, and reli-
gious worlds.

To the best of their ability the editors of the RE-
VIEW will watch developments of current events in
their relation to fulfilling prophecy and the dangers
threatening the church from without and from within,
and give messages appropriate to these vital issues.

A Year of Bible Study

Following our custom of years, we shall feature sev-
eral of the leading doctrines of our denominational faith.
Christ’s priestly ministry as represented by type in the
earthly sanctunary service and by the work He is now
carrying forward in the heavenly sanctuary, will be pre-
sented by Professor E. H. Emmerson, for many years
Bible teacher at Pacific Union College, and now chaplain
of the Washington Sanitarium. This subject will be pre-
sented in the form of Bible readings.

Another series of Bible studies on the Bible Sabbath
will be provided by Professor D. E. Rebok, head of our
educational work in China for a number of years, and
now one of the Bible teachers in the Washington Mis-
sionary College. Professor Rebok will deal with the
question of the origin of the Sabbath, its observance in
the Old and New Testaments, the change of the Sab-
bath, and Sabbath reformation in the last days.

There are many texts in the Bible that are difficult
to understand without a knowledge of the original
tongues. Professor W. E. Howell, a Greek scholar, will
analyze and explain some of these texts during 1942.

There are many proofs of the inspiration of the Holy
Scriptures. In recent years the spade of the excavator
has uncovered many evidences of the correctness of the
Bible text. Professor L. H. Wood, of the Seventh-day
Adventist Theological Seminary, will furnish us a series
of articles on this intensely interesting subject.

Every Seventh-day Adventist should understand the
place of the Spirit of prophecy in the *advent movement,
the work it has done in guiding and molding this move-
ment throughout our denominational history. Professor
M. L. Andreasen, whose articles for the REVIEW have
been so greatly appreciated, will provide us a series of
articles on this interesting subject. )

We cannot place too much emphasis on the prayer
life. Ome great weakness in the Christian experience of
thousands of believers is the lack of prayer. Elder J. F.
‘Wright, one of the vice-presidents of the General Con-
ference, has given special study to this subject, and will
furnish the readers of the REVIEW some very thought-
ful counsel regarding prayer. ’

For Every Member of the Family

We can list only a few of the many interesting fea-
tures which have béen planned for the Family Fireside
departinent for the coming year. Every member of the
houséhold, from father down to little sister, will enjoy
the true stories which will appear. One, by Mrs. Ruth
Carr Wheeler, well known in our ranks as author of
‘“His Messenger,” “Pastor La Rue,” and other books,
will tell the experiences of an isolated Adventist family,
which will grip the interest of every reader. Another,
by O. T. Garner, president of the Nebraska Conference,
will relate the struggles and triumphs of a young man
after he accepted the third angel’s message. There will
be a series of articles, especially helpful to homemakers,
on “Beautifying the Home,” prepared by Miss Beatrice
Holquist, instructor in home economics at Emmanuel
Missionary College. Muvs. A. C. Vine, of England, is writ-
ing a number of articles for young people.

Would you like to know what some of our young
men and women who have gone out from college are
doing in the work of the second advent movement?
Echoes from their labors will come to us in articles
written by Roger Altman, of the Gemeral Conference,
who has spent years in the mission field.

Another feature which will be of special interest to
young people is a series by W. P. Elliott, general manager
of the Review and Herald Publishing Association, under
the general title, ‘“‘Some Things Yonng Men and Women
Should Know.” Elder Elliott has been closely associ-
ated with young people for many years, understands
their problems, and sympathizes with them in their per-
plexities. Here are just a few of the subjects he will
discuss: “How to Choose a Lifework,” *“The Value of
an Education,” “How to Choose a Life Companion,”
‘“How to Employ Leisure Hours.”

Answering the call of their country, hundreds of our
boys have been called into national service. Many of
them are in training camps throughout this country.
Some of them have had unusual experiences in securing
noncombatant recognition, and in securing the privilege
of Sabbath observance. We shall be in touch with these -
young men, and some of their experiences will be pub-
lished in the REVIEW.
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shall stand My cross. Satan shall be cast out, and I will
be lifted up to draw all men unto Me. I will become the
center of the redeemed world.” "—“Testimonies,” Vol.
VI, pp. 236, 237. “It is the power of the cross alone
that can separate man from the strong confederacy of
sin,”—"“Messages to Young People,” p. 138. It is to
lift the banner of the cross and plant it in the hearts
of men, that God is calling you.

' Danger and Opportunity

In this dark and tragic hour, when the world is
slipping back into a twilight of barbarism and slavery,
God has singled you out as standard-bearers to lift
the banner of the cross. You know the way. You
know Him who is the way. This insigne of the cross
borne aloft is to give direction to the line of battle.
A standard-bearer must know the way.

You are free. You know the truth which can make
men free. A standard-bearer must himself be free if
he is to rally and lead men in their struggle for free-
dom. *

You have life. You know Him who is the life. He
abides in your heart by faith, and you live His life.
The standard-bearer must himself know the power of
His endless life if he is to have victory.

The standard-bearer should know the realities of his
task. Dangers threaten him on every hand. The
enemy is determined to beat down the standard and
dishearten those who struggle for freedom. The pages
of history are red with the blood of heroes who “loved
not their lives unto the death.” Even within recent
months men have been martyred because of the cross,
but “if we suffer, we shall also reign with Him: if we
deny Him, He also will deny us.” 2 Tim. 2:12,

We are told that the Chinese word for “crisis” is
waji, and that it has a peculiar derivation. It is a com-
pound of two words that mean “danger” and “oppor-
tunity.,” Every crisis is indeed a challenging com-
pound of danger and opportunity. We should not close
our eyes to the dangers of this crusade, but we must
also know that where the conflict is sharpest and the
danger is greatest, there also is the place of greatest
opportunity and victory.

The girl Esther, in her Oriental palace, threatened
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men, and they watch you. Please pray for me that I
may live the life of a true Christian.”

These great cantonments and factories bring their
problems, but they also bring their opportunities.
Some of you have already been, or soon will be, called
to the Army camps or to other places to perform im-
portant tasks. It is no mere accident that you find
yourself there. The great God who, from His throne
in the heavens, watches the movements of men and of
nations, and who is now marshaling His army of
standard-bearers, has permitted you to be placed there.
He has His plan and His place for you, and there He
wishes you to raise the banner of the cross to witness
for Him.

Some of you may be called to foreign fields, where,
among strange people with strange customs and a
strange language, you are to raise the cross. In that
distant place you are to bear witness for Christ.

The Necessary Preparation

To measure to the opportunities of a time like this,
what men and women we ought to be! To fail God in
this hour is treason. God needs you, young people.
“The greatest want of the world is the want of men,—
men who will not be bought or sold; men who in their
inmost souls are true and honest; men who do not fear
to call sin by its right name; men whose conscience is
as true to duty as the needle to the pole; men who will
stand for the right though the heavens fall.”—“Educa-
tion,” p. 57. '

How earnestly we should seek that preparation which
will qualify us for the opportunities of this great hour.
Strangely enough, the way of surrender is the way of
power. Surrender to Christ is no passive act. On the
contrary, surrender means that we have been mastered
by Him, that His will has taken control of us, and that
we have become obedient to Him to wage battle under
His direction. ‘“When the soul surrenders itself to
Christ, a new power takes possession of the new heart.
A change is wrought which man can never accomplish
for himgelf. It is a supernatural work, bringing a
supernatural element into human nature.”—“The De-
sire of Ages,” pp. 323, 324. Christ’s conflict against
Satan becomes our conflict; His army becomes our
army; His cause, our cause, “If we consent, He will
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nificently to the challenge and the opportunity which
came with her peril. “So will T go in unto the king,
which is not according to the law: and if I perish, I
perish.,” Esther 4:16. Her words have thrilled the
hearts of youth since that fateful day when her heroic
action brought deliverance and victory to her people.
Hers was no halfhearted devotion; she did not straddle
the issue. Times of crisis, with their dangers and
their opportunities, demand wholehearted, “all out”
measures.

Many a young man knows the dangers and the op-
portunities of today’s crisis. One young man wrote
recently to the Missionary Volunteer secretary of his
union conference about his experience in Army camp.
“I have been very fortunate. The first Sabbath I was
here, I could not see the first sergeant; so I made ar-
rangements with the platoon sergeant not to assign me
to work. Since then, I have seen the commanding of-
ficer, and he took my case up with the major. . .. The
Lord was with me. 1 can have Sabbaths off, provided
I make up all classwork. 1 was made bugler for my
outfit. I am also a squad leader of twelve men. . . .
Life becomes more serious when you are confronted
with either right or wrong—not half right or half
wrong. You have to live every bit of truth as you
know it. You have not the privacy of your own home.
In the barracks you associate with a large group of
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so identify Himself with our thoughts and aims, so
blend our hearts and minds into conformity to His will,
that when obeying Him we shall be but carrying out
our own impulses. The will, refined and sanctified, will
find its highest delight in doing His service.”—Id., p.
668.

“The Spirit of the Lord will come upon thee, and thou

. shalt be turned into another man.” 1 Sam. 10:6.

This new life, this change in allegiance, is the first
step toward that splendid future which He has for us.
Henceforth you are part of a movement which em-
braces heaven as well as earth. “I saw heaven opened,
and behold a white horse; and He that sat upon him
was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He
doth judge and make war. His eyes were as a flame of
fire, and on His head were many crowns; and He had a
name written, that no man knew, but He Himself. And
He was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and
His name is called The Word of God. And the armies
which were in heaven followed Him upon white horses,
clothed in fine linen, white and clean. And out of His
mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it He should
smite the nations; and He shall rule them with a rod
of iron: and He treadeth the wine press of the fierce-
ness and wrath of Almighty God. And He hath on His
vesture and on His thigh a name written, KING OF
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” Rev. 19:11-16.
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Great and Precious Promises

Joined with heaven’s forces, we are assured of viec-
tory. There will be heavy sacrifices to make and sharp
conflicts with the enemy, but victory is certain, and
the promises to the overcomer are ours.

Are we threatened with hunger because of our
loyalty to God’s truth? “To him that overcometh will I
give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst
of the Paradise of God.” Rev. 2:7. “To him that over-
cometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna.” Verse
17. Are our garments worn or frayed because -of sacri-
fice and struggle? “He that overcometh, the same shall
‘be clothed in white raiment.” Rev. 3:5. Are there
those who are driven out from home and friends to
struggle alone? “Him that overcometh will I make a
pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go no more
out: and I will write upon him the name of My God,
and the name of the city of My God, which is New Je-
rusalem.” Verse 12. “To him that overcometh will

I grant to sit with Me in My throne, even-as I also
overcame, and am -set down with My Father in His
throne.” Verse 21." Does it seem that we shall be
overwhelmed by those forces that seem stronger than
we? “He that overeometh, and keepeth My works unto
the end, to him will I give power over the nations. ...
And I will give him the morning star.” Rev. 2:26-28,

To us, wherever we are—at home, in field, in shop,
in camp—faithfully bearing the standard of the cross,
there comes this message: “Because thou hast kept the
word of My patience, I also will keep thee from the
hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the
world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.” Rev.
3:10.

So, come what may, let us choose Christ and His
cross. God calls you, advent youth, to a glorious, heroic
future. Shall we not today answer His call, surrender
our hearts anew to Him, and bear the standard of the
cross wherever He, the victorious Christ, shall lead us?
May God help us to do this.

(Reading for Sabbath, December 13)

“Christ in You, the Hope of Glory”

By J. L. McELHANY

HE topic for this last.reading of the Week of
Prayer is suggested by the following seripture:

“To whom God would make known what is the

riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles;
which is Christ in you, the hope of-glory.” Col. 1:27.

The Author of our salvation has not left us in any
doubt regarding the means or the method whereby He
accomplishes that salvation. The inspired writer of
this epistle states some profound yet simple truths.
These truths are just as important in the spiritual
life and welfare of the church today as they were
when they were first addressed “to the saints and
faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse.”
Verse 2. -

Having heard of the faith which these brethren had
in Christ Jesus, the apostle wrote to express his thanks
to God, and to assure them regarding the hope laid up
for them in heaven. He then proceeded to build on
that faith by showing the relationship between Jesus
Christ and every believer, and the way in which the
hope was to be realized. The effect of this relation-
ship is expressed in these words: “You, that were
sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by
wicked works, yet now hath He reconciled in the body
of His flesh through death, to present you holy and
unblamable and unreprovable in His sight.” Verses
21, 22,

What a marvelous transformation is set forth here!
We who have been alienated and enemies through
wicked works are reconciled to God by Jesus Christ and
become holy, unblamable, and unreprovable. Thus as
poor, sinful human beings we are prepared for the
realization of that hope that is laid up for us in heaven.

God has seen fit to unfold to our understanding the
mystery which for ages was hidden. In doing this He
has revealed vast riches of divine truth—*“Christ in
you, the hope of glory.”

In our endeavors to understand a profound and
vitally important truth, let us not attempt to use
human.reasoning or to philosophize about it. Plainly
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and simply the truth here revealed is that our hope of
being saved in the kingdom of God depends solely and
entirely on our having Christ iz us. Without Him,
apart from Him, without His dwelling in us, there
can be no salvation from sin. There is only one means
whereby the sinful depravity of our own natures may
be overcome, and that is by having Christ dwell in our
hearts by faith.

The Human Way

Men without Christ will do almost anything to ac-
quire merit or to appease the wrath of their gods.
They will chastise their own bodies and endure suffer-
ing and pain. They will lie on a bed of nails, do pen-
ance, starve themselves, go on long and toilsome pil-
grimages, climb so-called holy stairs, in the belief that
thereby they are gaining favor or making themselves
holy. A thousand and one devices are resorted to in
man’s futile attempt to gain righteousness. All these
are utterly useless and do not in the least contribute to
the desired end.

The Divine Way

The teachings of the Scriptures are clear and posi-
tive on the great truth that, to be a true follower of
Christ, the believer must have Christ dwelling within
him. This truth is so clearly taught that a real Chris-
tian, from the Scriptural standpoint, may be defined as
an individual indwelt by Christ.

A mere intellectual knowledge of Christ and the
truths of the gospel does not make one a Christian.
One may be a member of the church, and conform to all
the outward ceremonies of worship, and yet entirely
lack the essential experience of being a real Christian.

Jesus Dwells in Us by the Holy Spirit

The truths of the gospel must be wrought out in the
life of the individual if they are to be made effectual.
This is a divine work, and is accomplished by the Holy
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Spirit. In making provision for this experience, Jesus
declared: “I will pray the Father, and He shall give you
another Comforter, that He may abide with you for-
ever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world eannot
receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth
Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and
shall be in you. I will not leave you comfortless: I will
come to you. ... At that day ye shall know that I am in
My Father, and ye in Me, and I in you.” John 14:16-20.

Here Jesus brought the fact clearly to view that the
Holy Spirit was to take His place in the hearts and
lives of His followers.

“The Holy Spirit is Christ’s representative, but di-
vested of the personality of humanity, and independent
thereof. Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not
be in every place personally. Therefore it was for
their interest that He should go to the Father, and
send the Spirit to be His successor on earth. No one
could then have any advantage because of his loca-
tion or his personal contact with Christ. By the Spirit
the Saviour would be accessible to all.”’—*“The Desire
of Ages,” p. 669.

From the day of Pentecost to this very hour the Holy
Spirit has been doing the work assigned to Him by the
Lord Jesus; that is, representing Him in the world,
dwelling in the hearts and lives of His followers, re-
producing in the lives of those followers the life of
Christ. This experience of having Christ dwell in the
heart and life of the human believer is strikingly de-
seribed by the apostle Paul. “I am crucified with
Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth
in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave
Himself for me.” Gal. 2:20.

The very man who by inspiration wrote the words,
“Christ in you, the hope of glory,” bore his personal
testimony that he had been crucified with Christ; that
is, that this old life of sin had been put to death, and
that the life he now lived was a new life, the life of
Christ. He was not discussing the idea of eternal life
or immortality, but he was testifying to the fact that
the life and character of Christ were being daily and
hourly reproduced in-the life he was living in the
flesh.

“Paul realized that his sufficiency was not in him-

gracious influence filled his heart, bringing every
thought into subjection to Christ. He spoke of him-
.self as ‘always bearing about in the body the dying
of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be
made manifest in our body.” In the apostle’s teachings,
Christ was the central figure. ‘I live,” he declared,
‘yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.” Self was hidden;
Christ was revealed and exalted.”—“Acts of the Apos-
tles,” p. 251.

Paul’s Experience to Be Ours

Every believer should be able to bear the same testi-
mony that the apostle bore. His experience was not a
special one reserved for him alone. It was the same
experience which the Scriptures set forth as the normal
daily life and experience of every true believer. Being
a real Christian means having “Christ in you, the hope
of glory.”

“To the heart that has become purified, all is
changed. Transformation of character is the testi-
mony to the world of an indwelling Christ. The Spirit
of God produces a new life in the soul, bringing the
thoughts and desires into obedience to the will of
Christ; and the inward man is renewed in the image
of God. Weak and erring men and women show to
the world that the redeeming power of grace can cause
the faulty character te develop into symmetry and
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abundant fruitfulness.”—*“Prophets and Kings,” p.
233.

Let each one of us personally examine our own ex-
perience and Christian profession in the light of this
very obvious test for real Christianity.

“To believe in Christ merely as the Saviour of the
world ean never bring healing to the soul. The faith
that is unto salvation is not a mere assent to the truth
of the gospel. True faith is that which receives Christ
as a personal Saviour. God gave His only-begotten
Son, that I, by believing in Him, ‘should not perish,
but have everlasting life’ When I come to Christ,
according to His word, I am to believe that I receive
His saving grace. The life that I now live, I am to
‘live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave Himself for me.” "—“Ministry of Healing,” p. 62.

Faith an Essential Part

In these scriptures and quotations an outstanding
feature is the essential part that faith takes in the
experience under consideration. The apostle clearly
states this in these words: “That Christ may dwell in
your hearts by faith.”” Eph. 3:17.

Note again the statement above that “true faith is
that which receives Christ as a personal Saviour.” The
experience of receiving Christ in the abode of the heart
is not one that comes to the church en masse. It is an
individual work, a personal experience. Jesus said,
“If a man love Me, he will keep My words: and My
Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and
make our abode with him.” John 14:23.

Again, He gives another illustration of His desire to
dwell in us. “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if
any man hear My voice, and open the door, I will come
in to Him, and will sup with him, and he with Me.”
Rev. 3:20. :

He does not force His way in. He stands at the door
and knocks. He calls to the one who dwells within.
But it is not enough merely to hear His knock or His
call. Faith has a part to perform. Faith must spring
to the door, throw it open, and bid Jesus to enter and
abide within.

Human Temples

Thus the human heart becomes the temple of God.
“ ‘Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that
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Spirit-of-Ged-dwelleth-in—you?—If any man d
the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the
temple of God is holy, which temple ye are’” 1 Cor.
3:16, 17. No man can of himself cast out the evil
throng that have taken possession of the heart. Only
Christ can cleanse the soul temple. But He will not
force an entrance. . . . His presence will cleanse and
sanctify the soul, so that it may be a holy temple unto
the Lord, and ‘a habitation of God through the Spirit.’ ”
—“The Desire of Ages,” pp. 161, 162.

True Christians

How many who profess to be Christians, or who per-
haps belong to the church, can meet the test and with
Paul testify that “Christ liveth in me”? This is not
a boastful attitude; it is not pharisaical pretense.
Everyone should understand the difference hetween
a nominal profession of Christianity and a real Chris-
tian life and experi¢nce that grows out of the in-
dwelling life of Christ in the heart. The one, the life
in which sin is cherished and a love for the world is
maintained, is covered with the filthy robes of self-
righteousness. There is no vital power in such a
life to overcome sin and the world. In the other, the
life of sin is crucified. The love for the world is cast
out.

When by faith Christ is taken to dwell in the heart,
He comes in to change the life. The heart may be as a
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garden overgrown with noxious weeds and wild plants.
But He comes into the life and transforms it. He
plucks out the weeds and destroys the wild plants. He
cultivates the garden of the soul. He subdues it and
brings it under His own dominion. He rules upon the
throne of such a heart. There the graces and at-
tributes of His own life and character are transplanted
into the life and character of the one who is fully
yielded to His control.

Divine Experiments Upon the Heart

“The Lord Jesus is making experiments on human
hearts through the exhibition of His merey and abun-
dant grace. He is effecting transformations so amaz-
ing that Satan, with all his triumphant boasting, with
all his confederacy of evil united against God and
the laws of His government, stands viewing them as
a fortress impregnable to his sophistries and delusions.
They are to him an incomprehensible mystery. The
angels of God, seraphim and cherubim, the powers
commissioned to co-operate with human agencies, look
on with astonishment and joy, that fallen men, once
children of wrath, are through the training of Christ
developing characters after the divine similitude, to
be sons and daughters of God, to act an important
part in the occupations and pleasures of heaven.”—
“Testimonies to Ministers,” p. 18.-

Shall we open our hearts to the results of so marvel-
ous an experiment?

Righteousness by Faith

The blessed experience of having “Christ in you,
the hope of glory,” may be described and illustrated
in various ways. When Christ, by the work of the
Holy Spirit, makes His abode in the human heart, He
accomplishes for that individual a work of righteous-
ness. When we receive the Lord our righteousness
(Jer. 23:6) into our hearts, we enter into the expe-
rience of righteousness by faith.

“ ‘Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness; for they shall be filled.’

“Righteousness is holiness, likeness to God; and
‘God is love.” It is conformity to the law of God; for
‘all Thy commandments are righteousness;’ and ‘love
is the fulfilling of the law.” Righteousness is love, and
love is the light and the life of God. The righteousness
of God is embodied in Christ. We receive righteous-
ness by receiving Him.”—“Mount of Blessing,” p. 84.

“By the wedding garment in the parable is repre-
sented the pure, spotless character which Christ’s true
followers will possess. To the church it is given ‘that
she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white,’
‘not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing.” The
fine linen, says the Scripture, ‘is the righteousness of
saints.” It is the righteousness of Christ, His own
unblemished character, that through faith is imparted
to all who receive Him as their personal Saviour. . . .
Only the covering which Christ Himself has provided,
can make us meet to appear in God’s presence. This
covering, the robe of His own righteousness, Christ
will put upon every repenting, believing soul.”—
“Christ’s Object Lessons,” pp. 310, 311.

“The righteousness by which we are justified is
imputed; the righteousness by which we are sanctified
is imparted. The first is our title to heaven, the second
is our fitness for heaven.”—M7s. E. G. White, in Re-
view and Herald, June 4, 1895.

“We have transgressed the law of God, and by the

deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified. The best
efforts that man in his own strength can make, are
valueless to meet the holy and just law that he has
transgressed ; but through faith in Christ he may claim
the righteousness of the Son of God as all-sufficient.
Christ satisfied the demands of the law in His human
nature. He bore the curse of the law for the sinner,
made an atonement for him, that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Genuine faith appropriates the righteousness of Christ,
and the sinner is made an overcomer with Christ.”
—Id., July 1, 1890.

_“Jesus proceeded to show His hearers what it means
to keep the commandments of God,—that it is a repro-
duction in themselves of the character of Christ, For
in Him, God was daily made manifest before them.”
—“Mount of Blessing,” p. 85.

As this Week of Prayer comes to a close, every be-
liever should earnestly examine his own heart and life
and discover whether he or she has fully entered into
the experience described in the foregoing statements.
Is Christ abiding in your heart by faith? Is “Christ
in you, the hope of glory”? Have you surrendered
entirely to His will? Is your life in harmony with the
law of God, thus testifying that Christ has reproduced
His character in you?

The coming of the Lord is near. It hasteth greatly.
The world is speeding swiftly to its end. It has noth-
ing to offer us but its own blank despair and ruin. But
God has provided salvation and eternal life in that
soon-coming kingdom. Which are you choosing today?
You must decide. Indeed, as you listen to these words,
you are deciding. Will it be “Christ in you, the hope
of glory,” or will you choose to follow the way of death
and eternal loss?

Consider earnestly these searching words:

“Now, while probation lingers, while merey’s voice
is still heard, is the time for us to put away our sins.
While moral darkness covers the earth like a funeral
pall, the light of God’s standard-bearers must shine the
more brightly, showing the contrast between Heaven’s
light and Satan’s darkness.

“God has made ample provision that we may stand
perfect in His grace, wanting in nothing, waiting for
the appearing of our Lord. Are you ready? Have
you the wedding garment on?”’—"“Testimonies,” Vol.
V, p. 220. ’

Perhaps, dear soul, you have been content with a
poverty-stricken experience. You may have been satis-
fied with a merely nominal profession. Now you realize
that to be a true Christian you must enjoy the vast
riches of the experience of “Christ in you, the hope
of glory.”

What a blessed and glorious experience is available
for us if we will just now by faith throw open the
door of our hearts, and let Christ come in to abide
there. .

Before this service ends, who will make such a de-
cision? Who will forsake his lukewarmness and in-
difference? Who will turn away from his sins and his
worldliness and seek the Lord as never before? Do
not trifle with eternity, dear brethren and sisters.
What you do just now may decide the turning of the
scales one way or the other for eternity.

While we ponder our choice, while we hesitate to
make our decision, Jesus stands at the door, knocking
and calling to us to let Him in. Shall we open the door,
and open it now?

HERE LET THE OFFERING FOR MISSIONS BE TAKEN
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Children’s Lessons for the Week of Prayer,_»"'5194{1 -

,

General Suggestions to Leaders

[The lessons for the children during the Week of Prayer
have been prepared by Ruth Conard, of Washington, D. C.
The writer has sought to bring into each lesson some of
the truths dwelt upon in the general reading for that day,
adapted to the understanding of the children. To the lead-
ers chosen to meet with the younger members of the flock,
the writer passes on the following helpful suggestions:]

THE children’s lessons for the Week of Prayer are based
on the same topics used in the adult readings, and have
been worked out this year around the theme of Christ as
our guiding light and all those who love Him being light
bearers for Him. The lessons can be enlarged or abbre-
viated to suit the time available for them.

If possible, one person should carry the entire series
through with a group of children, rather than there being
a different leader each day. This leader should be one who
has a definite influence with the children, and whom they
love and respect.

Too much stress cannot be laid on the necessity of giving
the lessons as talks, and not reading them. Very careful
and prayerful preparation should be made by the leader.
It is suggested in ome or two places that the children read
Bible texts. For the younger children this can be changed,
and the leader can quote the Bible text desired.

Seasons of prayer, testimony meetings, and calls for
consecration to Jesus are indicated in these lessons. The
leader, in working out his own problem, may feel it better
to plan these special expressions in connection with other
lessons than the ones suggested. 'This can easily be ar-
ranged. However, it is urged that a number of times dur-
ing the week the children be given opportunity to express
themselves. Only by doing something themselves can they
be enlisted actively on the side of Christ.

The “Blackboard Text” for each lesson can be written on
a blackboard or large placard, so that the children can read
it. It might be well to have them read these texts in unison
each day.

For a theme song throughout the week, the first stanza of
“A Little Light,” No. 761 in “Christ in Song,” would be
very appropriate. The children will soon learn it, and this
song can very effectively be used every day at either the
beginning or the end of the service.

also see many other lights down on the ground—automobile
headlights, lights from farmhouses and power stations and
factories—but you would recognize the airplane beacons
because they are in a straight line, and they are always
turning, and they have a white light on one side and a red
light on the other.

Just as the airplane pilot watches for the beacons, so the
captain of a ship coming in close to shore at night watches
for the lights from the lighthouses on the shore. For these
lighthouse lights, which send their bright beams far out
to sea, show him how to steer his ship on a safe course,
and not run into rocks which would wreck his craft.

Not all of us travel by airplane or ship. Many of us have
never taken a ride in an airplane, and some of you have
probably not even been on a large ship. But we are ‘all
taking a journey—a journey far more important than any
journey ‘b¥tairplane or boat that anyone ever took. It is
our journey through life. It is along a road which is dark
and very dangerous. There are temptations on this journey
far worse than any air currents which gver swept an air-
plane off its course. And there are trialg far harder and
sharper than the rocks which sometimes jut up out of the
water and wreck ships.

It would be impossible for anyone ever to hope to make
this journey of life successfully if it were not for one thing
—our Guiding Light. The Guiding Light on this journey
is more sure than an airplane beacon, which is sometimes
hidden by fog; more dependable than a light in a light-
house, which might accidentally go out. Our Guiding Light
is the One who said, “I am the light of the world: he that
followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the
light of life.” John 8:12. Yes, that is right; our Guiding
Light is Jesus. S o

On Mt. Corcovado, overlooking the city of Rio de Janeiro,
in Brazil, there is a great statue of Jesus with His arms
outst¥etched, as if blessing the people of the city. It is
180 feet tall, and can be seen from almost anywhere in the
city and in the harbor. But it is at night that it stands out
best. It is lighted up by huge floodlights, and then not only
can it be seen in the city and the harbor, but sailors twenty
miles out at sea can see the light around this wonderful
statue of Christ, and by this know that they are coming
into the safe and beautiful harbor of Rio de Janeiro.

Just as that statue, all lighted up and shining, stands

Earnest prayer for and with the children during the
week is essential. Personal work is just as necessary in
working for children as in working for those older in years.

(Lesson 1, Sabbath, December 6)
Our Guiding Light

BLACKBOARD TEXT: “I am the light of the world.”
8:12. .
SvceeesTIVE SonNgs: No. 14, “Missionary Volunteer Songs;”
No. 13, “Gospel in Song.”

John

Sometimes, when you have been driving in an automobile
at night with father and mother, haven’'t you seen, away
off to one side, a great beacon light? It sends a broad
white beam out over the countryside, then is hidden from
view. As it disappears, a red light comes into view, and
then the white light again flashes. What is that light?
Yes, it is an airplane beacon. All night long it shines
brightly. And the pilot of the great airplane which is
speeding through the darkness watches for that beacon, and,
seeing it, knows that he is on the right course. There are
hundreds of such beacon lights today. In fact, along all
the regular routes taken by passenger planes from one great
eity to another, there is a beacon every ten miles. If you
were traveling in an airplane, they would look to you like
a string of little lampposts, far down below you, with their
lights twinkling at you and seeming to say, ‘“This is the way
you should go.” If you were up in an airplane, you would
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always far above the harbor of Rio de Janeiro, so Jesus
stands always above each one of those who love Him,
guiding them into places He knows are safe for them. All
we have to do is to keep our eyes on Him—believe in Him
and do what He wants us to do—just as the airplane pilot
keeps his eyes on the beacon lights, and the ship’s captain
keeps his eyes on the lighthouse—and He will protect us
from the many dangers of the road of life which we are
traveling. L

Elder and Mrs. James White had a wonderful experience
one time when they were on a trip, which shows how Jesus
protects His faithful followers. They were to go by train
from Jackson, Michigan, to Wisconsin, to hold meetings.
Elder White was uneasy about the trip, but he felt that
they must keep the appointment. Elder and Mrs. White
and their friends in Jackson prayed very earnestly that the
Lord would protect them. Then they prepared to leave.
Mrs. Ruth Wheeler tells the story in the book, “His Mes-
senger,” on pages 97-99, as follows:

“They went to the station, and at eight o'clock they
boarded the train and sat down in the first car. James
White began to arrange their packages and luggage, so that
they might be comfortable, but Ellen White looked around
with uneasiness. ‘James,” she said, ‘I can’t stay in this car.
I must get out of here.

“They quickly picked up their bundles and went back into
the next car. Mrs. White chose a seat in the middle of the
car and sat down with her packages in her lap. ‘I don’t
feel at home on this train,” she said. They both sat quietly,
waiting for something, they did not know what.
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“The bell rang, and the train started out in the darkness,
but it had gone only about three miles when it began to
jerk backward and forward and tip sideways. Hastily they
raised the window and looked out. They saw the car in
front standing on end, and the air was filled with eries and
groans. The engine, too, was lying off the track. But the
car in which they were riding was on the track, and was
back from the wreckage about one hundred feet. The ex-
press car was crushed to pieces, but the baggage car, which
held a big trunk of books and papers belonging to Mr.
‘White, was only slightly damaged, and the trunk was safe.

“The car in which Mr. White had first found seats was
crushed, and the wreckage, together with the injured people,
was thrown on each side of the track.”

Elder and Mrs. White were able to secure a carriage, and
went to the home of some Adventists, who lived near by,
for the night.

“The next morning they all went back to see the wreck.
They found that a large ox had lain down on the track.
and when the engine struck it, the train left the track.
The car in which Mr. and Mrs. White had been riding was
standing back by itself. It had been uncoupled from the
rest of the train, and the coupling bolt with its chain was
lying on the platform of the car, as though it had been
placed there. But the brakeman had not been there, and it
was a mystery to the trainmen how it could have happened.

“As Mr. and-Mrs. White looked at the crushed cars and

the overturned engine and then at the last two cars standing

safe and undamaged, they said, ‘God does hear prayer. His
angel must have uncoupled that ear and preserved the lives
of His servants.””

A famous artist has painted a picture which shows how

Jesus guards even the little children from harm. The pic-

ture shows two children, who have been picking wild
flowers. In looking for the pretty blossoms, they have wan-
dered near the edge of a precipice, and are so much inter-
ested in what they are doing that they have not noticed the
abyss just in front of them. One little child has caught sight
of a colorful butterfly, and is reaching out almost over the
cliff to cateh it, and is in grave danger. The artist has
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_ another sign, “50 miles to Journey’s End.”

pictured a beautiful guardian angel just behind the children,
whom Jesus has sent to protect them. The angel is watch-
ing the children closely, and his hands are stretehed out to
hold them back if they step too far out toward the edge of
the cliff. .

Boys and girls, Jesus, our Guiding Light, is watching
over each one of us. If we are true to Him, whenever we
are in danger, He will send a guardian angel to protect us.

It is only when we keep our eyes on Him—as the airplane
pilot keeps looking at the beacon lights he is following, and
the captain of the ship watches the lighthouse—and do just
what He wants us to do, that He can guide us and guard us.
Shall we not say thank you to Jesus for being our Guiding
Light, and ask Him to help us to keep our eyes on Him and
follow His directions?

(Lesson Il, Sunday, December 7)
Signposts

BLackBoARD TEXT: “When ye shall see all these things, know
that it is near, even at the doors.” Matt. 24:33.

SUGGESTIVE SoNgs: No. 96, “Missionary Volunteer Songs;”
No. 200, “Gospel in Song.”

You have taken automobile trips with father and mother
or with friends to a distant town or city, haven’'t you?
If you had never traveled that road before, you had a guide-
book that told you just how to get there. And then, as you
neared your destination, you watched the roadside, as the
car whizzed along, to read the signposts which told just
how much farther it was to the city to which you were
going. Maybe the first sign you saw read, “75 miles to
Journey’s End,” or whatever was the name of the place
where you ‘were going. Then a little later there would be
‘ Then “30 miles,”
then “25 miles.” And as you came nearer to your destina-
tion, the signs were closer together. Twenty miles—15 miles
—10 miles—8 miles. And thus it went until finally you
saw a big sign that read, “Welcome to Journey’s End.”
And you felt like shouting, you were so happy to have
reached your destination. )

Yesterday, you remember, we mentioned a journey we

are taking over a dangerous, dark road. It is a tiresome
trip, and we shall be very glad to get to the end of the
journey, and we are anxious to know whether.we are get-
ting close to the end. And, children, we can know when
our journey is almost over. We have a guidebook which
tells us just how to get there, and which describes some
signboards we shall see toward the close of our journey.
That guidebook is the Bible, and the signboards are the
signs about which the prophets of old wrote.
- Let’s talk about some of these signboards, and see how
many of them we have already passed. First of all, get out
your Bibles, and I will give you some references which tell
about these signs. [Give out the following texts, one to
each child, as far as they will go: Dan. 12:4; Matt. 24:29;
Matt. 24:7, first part; Matt. 24:7, last part; Matt. 24:12;
Matt. 24:14; Matt. 24:30.]

[Nore—The signboards mentioned in the following para-
graphs can be as elaborate or as simple as the one in charge
wishes to make them. A good placard can be made from a
piece of cardboard 11 by 16 inches, and this size will show
up well. The pictures on them can be drawn, if someone
of artistic talent is available. Otherwise pictures can be
found for most of them in newspapers and magazines, and
pasted on the cardboard “signboards.” For sign No. 6,
a picture of Christ’s second coming might be found in one
of our denominational periodicals, or just the words,
“Second Coming of Jesus,” could be printed on the card-
board.]

1. Increased Knowledge of Bible. [Placard showing
someone reading Bible, or a modern printing press.]
Please read Daniel 12:4.

One of the signs that we are coming to the end of our
journey on earth is that people will be seeking to know
more about the Bible, More people will read it. It will
no longer be, as this verse says, a “sealed” book. This is
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certainly true today.’ In recent years Bible students have
learned much about the Scriptures. Many more people
have been reading the Bible since the printing press was
invented, and Bibles have been more easily obtainable.
Also, the Bible has been translated into many languages;
so people in almost every country in the world can now
read the word of God in their own language. And the
modern inventions of trains, airplanes, automobiles, ships,
etc.,, have made it possible to carry the Scriptures rapidly
to all parts of the world.

Let us put all the signs which we have already passed
over here. We shall stand this sign up here and see how
many more we have to add to it.

2. Signs in the Heavens. [Placard showing pictures of
dark day and falling of stars, or merely drawings of sun,
moon, and stars.] Please read Matthew 24:29.

On May 19, 1780, at about ten o’clock in the morning, it
began to get dark all over New England and up into Canada.
It became just like night, and people had to light lamps and
candles to do their work. The chickens went to roost. It
remained dark all the rest of that day, and when night
came, the moon was a red color. It was so black everywhere
that night that “a sheet of white paper held within a few
inches of the eyes” could not be seen.

Once in a while nowadays we see a “shooting star” streak
across the sky. But on November 13, 1833, stars shot across
the heavens in such great numbers that it looked as though
all the stars were falling right down to earth. People over
almost all the United States saw these stars falling, and
many persons were very much frightened, thinking that
the end of the world had come. The stars continued to
shoot across the sky until morning,.

So we have passed this sign.

3. Wars and Rumors of Wars. [Placard with a large
picture of soldiers marching, or of warships, or of fighting
equipment.] Now let’s read the first part of Matthew 24:7.

I am sure that none of us has missed seeing this sign-
board. It is very large and very sad. The great wars in
BEurope and Asia have involved directly or indirectly every
country in the whole world. Thousands of people have been
killed. Surely we are thankful that this sign means that
we shall soon be at the end of the journey through this
world, where there is so much sadness.

4, Pestilences, Earthquaekes, Storms. [Picture of an
earthquake or a bread line.] Shall we read the last part
of Matthew 24:7?

A pestilence is a disease which kills many people.
influenza was g terrible pestilence a few years ago.

The
Many,

many people died from it. And as for famines, in the war-
str:cken countrles many chlldren, and grown people as well

the last few yea,rs there have been a great number of earth-
quakes all over the world, when the ground underneath
towns and cities rocked and broke open, toppling over many
great tall buildings and killing thousands of people. So we
have certainly passed this signboard.

5. Gospel to All the World. [Picture of the Bible would
be good for this signboard.] Now shall we read Matthew
24:14?

‘Who can tell me how many continents there are? That’s
right, there are six—North America, South America, Eu-
rope, Africa, Asia, and Australia.. And in every one of
these continents, boys and girls, our missionaries are telling
people about Jesus’ soon coming. They are right now going
to every nation of earth. A country 'way over in the
middle of Asia—Tibet—has been one of the last countries
into which our missionaries have gone, but now they are
telling the gospel story even there. We have now come to
this signpost, and will set it up beside the others. Notice
what the last part of Matthew 24:14 says, “And then shall
the end come.” That means that this is the very last mile-
post that we shall see before we reach the city limits, we
might say, of the place to which we are going.

6. Coming of Jesus.

The very next signboard is the one which tells us that we
have reached our destination, the one which says, “Welcome
to Journey’s End.” That signboard is told about in Matthew
24:30. Please read that text.

Yes, children, it is the sign of the Son of man in heaven.
[Show last placard.] For the reason Jesus is coming to
this earth again is to welcome each one of us who has
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completed the journey, to the beautiful home which He is
preparing for us.

And knowing that this last sign is coming very, very
soon, we want to watch for it all the time, so that we shall
be ready for it when it does come,

(Lesson 111, Monday, December 8)
Lighting Up the Home

BLACKBOARD TEXT: “Let your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven.” Matt. 5:16.

SUGGESTIVE SoNes: No. 71 or 77, “Missionary Volunteer
Songs;” No. 110 or 112, “Gospel in Song.”

A thin, ragged little boy crouched in the small patch of
sunlight that found its way down into the narrow, dirty
street. 'Tall, dilapidated tenement buildings towered on
either side. In his hand the boy held a broken piece of
looking glass, so that the rays of sunshine struck it.

“What are you doing, my boy?” At the sound of the
voice, the little fellow looked up, startled, into the kindly
eyes of a well-dressed stranger.

“Well, you see, sir,” explained the little fellow, after a
pause, “my little sister is lying sick in bed over behind that
window”—pointing to a fifth-floor window. “She’s been
there for more than five months now. The sun never comes
into that room. And the sunlight was so grand this after-
noon that I thought it might cheer her up to see some of it;
80 I'm trying to throw a sunbeam with this looking glass
over onto the wall of her room.”

Boys and girls, that little boy was doing his best to
brighten up his poor home. Are we doing as much to bring
light and happiness into our homes? None of us are very
large, and so we can’t do big things in our homes, but we
surely can cast one little ray of light. And our ray of light,
combined with the other rays of light shed about by all
the other members of the family, will make a bright, cheery,
happy home.

Not having light even in the little corners of a home may
cause much trouble. One little electric-light bulb went out
one day on the cellar stairway of a home. It was not a very
bright light anyway, 'and nobody bothered to replace it for
several days. Father or mother or any of the children who
wanted to go down to the cellar would just feel his way
down without a light. Then one day mother was in a hurry
to get a can of peaches for supper, and she opened the cellar
door and hurried down the steps. She did not take as much
care as usual, and, because it was so dark, she missed her
footmg about ha,lfway down and fell, break:ng her hip.

pamful cast all because the little electnc-hght bulb had
not been shining on the stairs.

Moths, those little creatures which cause so much damage
by eating wool and fur, like to work in the dark. A friend
of mine had a very nice chair-with a beautiful tapestry back.
She prized this chair very highly. It stood over in one
corner of her parlor, and she always kept the window shade
by it pulled down, so that it would not get too much sun.
But the moths found this nice dark corner to work in, and
they ate many little holes in the beautiful tapestry cloth
which formed the back of the chair. If even a few little
bright rays of sun could have reached the chair, the moths
probably would never have done the damage they did.

You see, a light doesn’t have to be big to be important.
Sometimes when our electri¢ lights go out at home, we get
out some candles and light them, so that we can go on with
our work.

Boys and girls, of course, can’t be the lighthouses or the
airplane beacons which we talked about the other day, but
they are needed as little lamps or candles in the home.
‘What can we do to be little lights in our homes? Oh, I
know we can think of ever so many things. Won’t you
name some of them for me?

I'll. start you out. Doing the dishes for mother is one
way we can let our light shine at home. That doesn’t seem
like a very important thing to do, but if we do the dishes
cheerfully and promptly, that will go a long, long way
toward brightening up home, especially when mother is
tired, and has had a big washing to do, or when the baby
has been sick.
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Now, how about some other ways of keeping our lights
burning right at home? That’s right—obeying quickly and
cheerfully whenever father or mother asks you to do some-
thing; helping to take care of the baby; being tidy, keeping
our own rooms clean, and also always picking up our be-
longings all around the house; mowing the lawn, raking
leaves in the fall; just being cheerful; running errands;
hoeing- the garden; practicing our music lesson without
being told, etc.

[If time permits, here you might tell the story, “Little
Corners,” found in “Stories Worth Rereading,” pp. 118-120.]

How many of you, boys and girls, will do your very best
to keep your lights burning right at home, by always being
helpful and cheerful and kindly? We all will, won’t we?
Let’s ask Jesus to help us keep this promise. [Call on
several of the children to pray short sentence prayers.]

(Lesson 1V, Tuesday, December 9) ‘
Passing on the Light

BLACKBOARD TEXT: “Go ye into all the world, and preach
the gospel to every creature.” Mark 16:15,

SUeGESTIVE SoNegs: No. 78, “Missionary Volunteer Songs;”
No. 276, “Gospel in Song.”

[The following exercise is an effective introduction to
the subject for the day. Four children, each with a candle,
stand facing the audience. Only the candle held by the
first child is lighted. With his candle, the first child lights
the candle of the one next to him; and then, as the second
one lights the candle of the third, and the third lights the

‘candle of the fourth, the first child recites:

“My candle giveth no less light
For having lighted yours;
_Now yours is burning clear and bright,
- And my own still endures.”

{Children in unison:] i
“So let our little candles shine,
Though but a spark may glow; .
For little lights like yours and mine S
The path of right can' show.” '
—Mazxz Hill.

Thank you, children. We want to talk this morning about
passing on the light. Jesus is the great light of the world.
He came to this world as a tiny baby, grew up, and preached
and taught and healed people in this world. Then we all
know the story of how He was cruelly killed, and how He
was raised to life again and taken back to heaven. He did
all this to bring the light of salvation to the world.

.Many people on the earth at the time Jesus lived here
knew nothing about Him, and all He had done for people.
Only Peter, and James, and John, and the other disciples,
and some of His own people knew about it. So there had
to be a plan for others to learn about it. And do you know
what kind of plan Jesus worked out so that everybody in
the world would know of the gospel light that He brought to
the world? Why, He told Peter, and James, and John, and
the other apostles to pass the light on to the people they
met. And those people in turn were to pass the light on to
still others, and the others were to pass it on still farther,
until everybody in the entire world received the gospel
light.

Don’t you think that is a wonderfully good plan? And
it has worked very well, for, you know, Peter spent all the
rest of his life preaching to people about this wonderful
light, and John went about telling the story of Jesus, and
so did James and the other apostles, and the people they
told, told others.

That has been going on for many, many years now.
People in every land in the world have now received this
wonderful gospel light. But there are still many, many
people in the world who do not know of this wonderful
gospel light. So every one of us who now has it must pass
it on to those who do not have it. And when everyone has
had a chance to receive the light, then Jesus will come and
take us home to be with Him forever. So we want to
hurry and pass on the light to others, so that we can go
and live with Jesus.

I wish we had a great big map of the world stretched out
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before us, and could see a tiny pin point of light for every-
one all over the world who has received this light. There
would be thousands of tiny sparks of light—in Africa, and
India, and China, and Australia, and Soyth America. And
how I wish we had time to hear the stories of how the gospel
light has been taken across oceans and far into the center
of heathen lands. But we have time for only one story.

Two boys from one of our Seventh-day Adventist schools
in Africa—they were only a few years older than you boys
and girls—decided to go canvassing one summer. Where
should they go? “How about Portuguese Kast Africa?”
one of them wanted to know. And, thinking about it,
they both concluded that this would be a good place. The
people over in Portuguese Hast Africa would not have the
books they were going to sell, for none of our missionaries
had ever been allowed to go in there to preach. The gov-
ernment did not want our missionaries there, but they could
not say anything about two black boys just going in to sell
some books.

So the boys went. And, of course, they took their Bibles
with them. During the week they worked hard selling
books. On Sabbath they sat out under a tree and sang and
studied their Sabbath school lesson. The people in the
villages around about soon became curious about what they
were doing. So the boys told them, and before long there
was a large crowd of people meeting with them every
Sabbath, studying the Bible. They built a fence of grass
around the place in which they studied, so that they would
not be disturbed when they gathered each week. The chief
of the area was afraid that the government would not like
to have these meetings held; so he ordered the fence burned
down. But it was soon built up again.

Finally the summer was over, and the boys told the peo-
ple with whom they had been studying that they must
leave. “No,” the natives said, “you must stay here and
teach us.” The boys replied, “We have taught you all we
know how to teach. We must go back to school and learn
some more.” Finally the people said, “All right, you can
go back to school, but you must leave your Bibles here to
show that you will come back again.” The boys did not
want to leave their Bibles with the people, but finally they
agreed. -

These heathen people, left to themselves, tried their best
to keep up the Sabbath meetings, but it was very hard.
They sent messengers to the nearest Seventh-day Adventist
mission station, over in Nyasaland, begging for someone to
come and teach them. But the missionaries hesitated to
send anyone, for they were afraid that it would displease
the government.

Finally, one of the African workers, Pastor Simon, de-
cided to go over to Portuguese East Africa just for a visit.
Certainly the government could not object to that. When
he arrived, he found a large number of people keeping the
Sabbath, and a group ready for baptism. “We cannot bap-
tize you over here,” Pastor Simon told them, “but you come
over to the camp meeting that is soon to be held at Thom-
bani, six miles over on the Nyasaland side.” So they came
to the camp meeting, and twenty-four of these natives from
Portuguese FKast Africa were baptized. They were formed
into a church, and this church marched back on its own
legs to Portuguese Hast Africa, all organized, ready to do
business for the Lord.

So our work in Portuguese HEast Africa was started, all
because two African boys went canvassing there one sum-
mer, and while they were there, let their lights shine for
Jesus. Now we have a well-established mission over in
Portuguese HEast Africa.

Boys and girls, let’s remember that each one of us has
a little light, for we all know about Jesus, the Light of the
world—and it is our duty to pass this light on to others.
‘We may not be able to go to a mission field just now, but
we can help the missionaries by our prayers and our offer-
ings, and we can be hoine missionaries while we are growing
up, and study hard, so that when we are older we should be
able to do whatever the Lord wants us to do.

If one of us lets his light go out, someone may fail to hear
about the wonderful Light of the world, Jesus, and may
never get to heaven—just because we were too careless or
indifferent to keep our light burning. Let me read you a
little poem in closing:
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ing out over the city of Jerusalem, they could see some

“What if the man who watches the light
"Way up in the lighthouse tower,
Should say: ‘I'm tired of the dull routine
Of tending the lamps each hour.

“‘A little dust on the glass won’t hurt,
The wicks don’t need trimming today;
Though I know the oil won’t burn all night,
I'll just hope no ship goes astray.’

“And the ship which was nearing its harbor sate .
Was dashed on the rocky coast; )
Just because no light shone out in the night,
The lives of the crew were lost.

‘“What if a child who has promised to shine
As a light in this world of sin,
Should tire of the light bearer’s task and say,
“To live for myself I'll begin’?

“Her mite box is empty upon the shelf—
To borrow frem it was no theft.
A vacant chair in the mission band
Is all that light bearer left.

“And out in India a little girl
From the mission school is sent

To the awful dark of a heathen home,
For the light bearer’s light was spent.”

—Author Unknown.

(Lesson V, Wednesday, December 10)
Oil for Our Lights

BLAcKBoARD TEXT: “The wise took oil in their vessels with
their lamps.” Matt. 25:4.

SUGEESTIVE SoNes: No. 58, “Missionary Volunteer Songs;”
No. 205, “Gospel in Song.”

Nearly all of our homes now have electric lights, and
all we have to do to light up a dark room is to turn a switch
on the wall. But it was not so very many years ago that
there were no electric lights, and homes were almost all
lighted with lamps, such as this. [Show an old-fashioned
oil lamp.] Every few days mother would have to take all
the lamps into the kitchen and fill them with a colorless
liquid that looked about like water, but was not water.
‘Who can tell me what it wag? Yes, it was coal oil, or kero-
sene, and no lamp would burn unless it had this oil in it.

Back in Jesus’ time people also used lamps which needed
oil. One evening when Jesus and His twelve special friends
—His disciples—were seated on the Mount of Olives, look-

.people waiting for a wedding procession. In those days
weddings often took place at night.: The bridegroom left
his own home, and, ~accompanied by his friends, carrying
lamps and ma.kmg music, went to the home of the bride.
The young women friends of the bride came out to meet
the bridegroom with lamps burning, to make a bright,
cheerful light, and all together they took the bride to
her new home. And, thinking of this, Jesus told this
story:

There were ten maidens one evening, waiting for the
bridegroom to come. Each had a lamp with oil in it, and
all the lamps were burning brightly. They expected the
bridegroom to come any moment. But they waited, and
waited, and waited. And still he did not come. All this
time their lamps were burning, and the oil in them was
getting lower. The maidens became very tired of waiting,
and lay down to sleep. At midnight they were awakened
with a shout, “Behold, the bridegroom cometh.” Quickly
they all rose and looked around for their lamps. All the
lamps had gone out. But five of the maidens had brought
along bottles containing extra oil, and they filled their
lamps again and started out to meet the bridal procession.
But the other five maidens did not have any extra oil, and
could not light their lamps. It was a disgrace to go to
meet the bridegroom without any lights; so they could not
attend the wedding, but had to go home, very much dis-
appointed.

Jesus’ stories, you know, always had an important mean- )

ing. In this story, the bridegroom represents Jesus-Him-
self, and his coming to take his bride to her home repre-
sents Jesus’ coming to this earth to take His faithful chil-
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dren home to heaven. The lamps are God’s word, and the
0il which -makes the lamps burn is the Holy Spirit. So, you
see, only those men and women and boys and girls who
have the Holy Spirit will be able to go home with Jesus
when He comes.

Jesus knew that His disciples and all His children down
through the years would need this oil—this Holy Spirit—
in order to be ready to go home with Him when He comes
again; so before He left, He told them that He would send
them the Holy Spirit. And, sure enough, when the dis-
ciples were all gathered together, on the day of Pentecost,
after Jesus had left them and gone back to heaven, they
were given the Holy Spirit. You remember on that day
it looked like tongues of fire just above the heads of the
disciples.

Jesus is just as anxious to give us this oil—this Holy
Spirit—today as He was to give it to His disciples many
years ago, for He knows that we can never go home with
Him unless we have it.

We cannot buy this oil in any store, but we can have it
for nothing, if we will only ask Jesus for it, and believe
that He will give it to us. Don’t we have a wonderfully
good Jesus to give us this oil?

Of course, we cannot really see this oil—the Holy Spirit
—as we can see the kerosene in a lamp. . But Jesus told a
man once how he could be sure he had it. The man had
come to Jesus late one night, because he did not want
anyone to know that he came to Jesus. “How can I know
that I am born of the Spirit?” the man asked Jesus. He
really meant, “I cannot see the oil of the Holy Spirit; so
how do I know that I have it to keep my lamp burning?”

In replying, Jesus asked him a question: “You 'cannot
see the wind, and how do you know it is blowing?”

Boys and girls, can you answer that question? . ‘Why, of
course, we know the wind is blowing because we can see
what it does—the effect it has on things. It turns wind-
wills, makes branches wave back and forth, picks up pieces
of paper and leaves and sends them whirling along the
street. And if the wind is very strong, it sometimes up-
roots trees and even blows over barns and houses. We
certainly all know when the wind is blowing, don’t we,
children? Sometimes at night, when you are in bed, can’t
vou hear it moaning around the corner of the house?

And Jesus went on to tell the man that that is just the
way with the oil of the Holy Sp1r1t Even though we

cannot see it, we can tell when 3 person has it by its effect
upon him, by what it does to hiin: S

And what does this oil of the- Hely Smrlt do for us?
There are many, many things that’ it dVo?eé We can now
mention only a few of the things it doéé o

TR TR

ciples would be persecuted, laughed at, and ‘mistreated, and
He knew that they would get discouraged. So He said
that He would give them the Holy Spirit to be their com-
forter. Then, again, they would sometimes be brought
before kings and rulers and great assemblies to tell what

they believed, and then Jesus told them not to worry

about what they would say, for the Holy Spirit would tell
them what to say. Also, the Holy Spirit would help them
to understand the Bible, and would help them to think
right things, and to overcome sin. And, you kmnow, chil-
dren, this oil of the Holy Spirit will do all these same things
for us which Jesus said'it would do for His disciples.

We cannot be real Christians unless we have this oil
of the Holy Spirit. Shall we not pray that Jesus will give
it to us? I think there will be time for each one of us to
offer a short prayer asking Jesus for this wonderful gift—
this oil of the Holy Spirit. [Close with season of prayer.}

(Lesson VI, Thursday, December 11)

Trimming Our Lamps

BLACKBOARD QUOTATION:
“The happiest place on earth for me
Is where my Lord would have me be.”
Sing “Let the Lower Lights Be Burning” to open the
meeting, No. 79, “Missionary Volunteer Songs;” No. 181,
“Gospel in Song.”
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Do you know how this song, “Let the Eiower Lights Be
Burning,” came to be written? The man“who wrote both
the words and the music was a great hymn writer, Philip
Bliss. One evening he was listening to Mr. Moody, the
famous evangelist, preach one of his great sermons. Mr.
Moody was telling of a stormy night on Lake Erie. The
sky and the sea were pitch dark. A ship was coming close
to the city of Cleveland, on the south shore of the lake.
The captain of the ship and a pilot who had come aboard
to guide the boat safely into the harbor, were peering
ahead, trying to make sure just where they should go.

“‘Pilot,” said the captain, ‘are you sure thxs is Cleveland?
There’s only one light.

“ ‘Sure, Cap’n,” replied the pilot.

‘ “Where are the lower llghts"’

“‘Gone out, sir.”

“‘Can you run in?

““We've got to, Cap'n—or die.

“The brave old pilot did his best, but, alas, he missed
the channel. The boat was wrecked, with a loss of many
lives. The lower lights had gone out. . . . Brethren, the
Master will take care of the great lighthouse. It is our
work to keep the lower lights burning!”

We want to talk a little about keeping our lamps burn-
ing. For even though we have a good lamp and plenty of
oil and a match with which to light it, unless we keep doing
certain things to that lamp, we cannot have a good, clear
light.

What are those things we should do?

First we must trim the lamp. You notice in our opening
:song we sang, “Trim your feeble lamp, my brother.” There
is another song we sometimes sing which says, “O brother!
is your lamp trimmed and burning?” You boys and girls
‘may never have seen anyone trim a lamp, but your grand-
‘mothers could tell you how it is done. After a lamp has
‘been burning for a while, the wick gets all charred and
‘sooty at the end. Trimming the lamp means to cut off
this black, charred end. If this is not done, the lamp will
:give a weak, flickering light.

In just the same way, if we are to give a good, bright
light for Jesus, we must keep our lamps trimmed. Can
you imagine what that might mean? Did you ever hear
anyone say, “That boy is going to have to have some of
‘his sharp corners smoothed off’? That means that he will
‘have to have some of the unpleasant traits of character
‘which he has, softened. There are many things in our
characters that could be represented by the jagged,
<charred, sooty lampwick that gives a flickering Ilight.
There is being cross, and being selfish, and being unkind
to our playmates and unkind to our pets, and _quarreling,
and disobeying father and mother, and whispering in
school and Sabbath school and church. We must trim off all
these wrong habits and traits of character, if we want to
be bright lights for Jesus.

Then, too, a lamp must be clean if it gives a good light.
When people used to use lamps all the time, they would
wash the chimneys every day, to keep them bright and
clear, so that the light could shine through.

If we are to be Jesus’ light bearers, we must be clean in
both mind and body. Our thoughts must be pure, and
our words must be pure. A boy who is a true light bearer
for Jesus will never tell a smutty story to another boy.
Girls who are light bearers will never say things to each
other which they would blush to have their mothers hear.

Neither can our lights shine out the way they should
unless our bodies are clean and pure and strong. The
only way we can keep our bodies strong and pure is to
take good care of them. That means we must have plenty
of sleep and exercise and all such things. It also means
that we must eat good simple food, and not too much
candy and cake and pie. And it means that we ' must never
smoke cigarettes or cigars or use tobacco of any kind, and

‘never have anything to do with any kind of intoxicating
drinks. No boy or girl or man or woman can be a- light
bearer who puts the poisons of tobacco and alcohol into
his body.

And, again, a llght must not be hidden; it must be set up
in a place where it can be seen by all those who want to
use it. What good would even the very brightest light
be if it were down behind something so that it could not
send its rays out to all parts of the room?

AND SABBATH HERALD

You remember Jesus mentioned this when He was talking
to a great crowd of people one time. He said: “Neither
do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on
a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the
house.” Matt. 5:15.

So we must be very careful that we do not let anything
get in the way of our lights which we are letting shine for
Jesus. There are all kinds of things that Satan puts into
our minds which would hide our lights if we would let
them. For instance, there is wanting to have a good time.
Surely when we are thinking only of having a good time
instead of working for Jesus, we are hiding our lights.
And then there is money. Some people are so anxious to
get money that they forget all about letting their lights
shine for Jesus. Also, there is the desire to be great. A
person who spends all his time thinking about how he can
become famous or successful does not have time to show
hig light for Jesus.

If we are not sure just where is the very best place to
be, where our lights will shine the farthest, we can ask
Jesus, and He will put us in the spot where we can do
the most good. We must be willing to do just what He
desires, and then we can be sure that we are in the right
place.

In closing let’s all say together the little poem which is
written on the blackboard:

“The happiest place on earth for me
Is where my Lord would have me be.”

(Lesson VII, Friday, December 12)
Boys and Girls Shining for Jesus

BLACKBOARD TEXT: “Let no man despise thy youth.” 1 Tim.
4:12,

SuceEsTIVE Sonags: No. 32 or 36, “Missionary Volunteer
Songs;” No. 115 or 66, “Gospel in Song.”

When David, the shepherd boy, went down to visit his
brothers in the camp of Israel, and saw the great wicked
giant, Goliath, come out from the camp of the Philistines,
he said that he would go out and fight the giant. His
brothers made fun of him, and even the king, Saul, said, -
“Why, you are but a youth; you cannot fight a powerful
giant like Goliath.” But David, even though he was just
a boy, did go out and fight the giant, and killed him.
There followed a great victory for the armies of Israel,
and it was David, the young shepherd boy, who let his light
shine for Jesus just where Jesus wanted him, who was
responsible for this great victory.

Some people say that boys and girls are too small to
do anything for the Lord. They must wait until they
grow up. But do you remember what Paul said to Timothy?
“Let no man despise thy youth.” Paul realized that boys
and girls and young men and young women could do a
great deal for the Lord.

A minister was conducting a series of revival meetings.
When he came home one evening after meeting, his wife
asked him how the service went. “Well,” said the minister,
“two and a half men were converted this evening.”

“You mean two men and a boy?’ questioned his wife.

“No, I mean one man and two boys. You see, half the
man’s life is over—like a half-burned candle—but the
boys are just at the beginning of their lives—their candles
have just started to burn, and they have twice as long to
work for the Lord as the man has.”

Let each one of us remember, boys and girls, that we
have almost a whole life before us in which to let our
light shine for Jesus. But we must also keep in mind that
if we are going to let our light shine for Jesus to the best
advantage, we must start in early—start in right now.

‘When working for the Lord is mentioned, most of us
think of going to a mission field. That certainly is one
way to shine for Jesus. But most of us cannot go to a
mission field, at least right now. However, even though we
cannot actually go to a mission field, we can help spread
the light in heathen lands in a number of ways.

We can be getting ready, even now, to go to a mission
field, by learning all we can and doing our work just as
well as we can, and Jesus will consider that shining for
Him just as much as though we were right in a heathen
country, teaching the people of Him.
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Also, we can pray for the missionaries who are already
in the foreign fields. That will help a great deal.

And, too, we can give to help the missionaries. I know
that you children do not earn very much money. But
there is the dime that Uncle Harry gave you the last
time he visited you, and the dollar grandmother sent you
for Christmas, and the money which you are so apt to
spend for candy and ice cream and chewing gum. Of
course, we each give one tenth of -all the money we re-
ceive as tithe. That one tenth belongs to the Lord, and
we would be stealing from the Lord if we kept that. But,
then, too, let’s watch the nickels and the dimes and the
quarters—even the pennies—which come to us now and
then, and help the missionaries with these, too. For the
missionaries are working very hard, and need all the help
we can give them.

Let me tell you a story of a little girl who did not have
even a penny to give to missions, but she gave the most
precious thing she had, and it helped to bring some heathen
people who lived far across the ocean to Jesus.

“There was a very poor family in which there were many
children. One little girl named Mabel was ill much of the
time; so she could not run and play with the other children,
and had few pleasures in her life of suffering.

“The father in this home pitied his child, and one day
brought her a long green pencil with which she could
draw pictures. It made poor Mabel very happy, and she
spent many hours drawing animals, trees, and birds.

“A missionary from far across the ocean came to the
town in which little Mabel’s parents lived, and told of the
poor heathen in the country in which he had worked, and
how much they needed teachers, books, and helpers to show
them that their idols of wood and stone could not save
them. . ..

“Mabel heard of the missionary and of what he said. . . .

“The little girl wished she had something to give, but
she did not have even a penny. Nothing she possessed
could be sent to save the poor little childrem, and the

tears came to her eyes as she thought of them again and -

again.

“Then a thought came—such an unwelcome thought.
She did have something, even though she had no money.
There was her dear green pencil, the only thing she had.
Should she give that? How could she live without it?
If it were gone, she could draw no more pictures, and how
long and lonely the hours would seem! But the more she
thought of it, the more it seemed that she must give the
pencil to help the heathen.

“On the day money was to be given to the missionary,
she wrapped her precious pencil in white paper, and it

+h
toe

NOVEMBER 6, 1941

never reach the mission fields if they are not bright enough
to be seen at home. Someone has said, “The light that
shines the farthest, shines the brightest nearest home.”
Can you think of any missionary work right in your
own church? Boys and girls may not be able to preach,
but they can hand out announcements for meetings, give
out missionary papers, and take part, when asked, in Sab-
bath school and young people’s meetings. Also, they can
invite their schoolmates and their friends to Sabbath
services.
Here is a little poem which will help us to understand
this:
“I need not go to great Brazil,
Or to the Argentine,
To work for Jesus. Right at home
I'll do the best I can.
I'll tell of His great love to me,
And how I love Him, too;
And, better far, I'll show my love
In everything I do.

“I'll be a missionary now,
And work the best I may;
For if I want to work for God,
There surely is a way. :
I'll pray for those who cross the sea,
My offerings I'll send,
And all that’s in my power I'll do
This great, bad world to mend.” -

—Adapted.

Boys and girls, Jesus wants us now, while we have our
whole candle to give for Him. He does not want us to wait

‘until we have burned out half of our candles in following

our own desires and doing our own pleasure. Shall we not
say to Him today, “Dear Jesus, I will give my life to you
today, so that I can be a light for you all my life”? 1
think Jesus would be glad if we would tell Him that this
morning. Wouldn’t each one of you like to get up and
say just a word about how much you want to give your
life to Jesus now, to shine for Him? Just tell in a sentence
or two what you want to do for Jesus, and then we shall
pray that Jesus will help us to be bright and shining lights
for Him. '
[Have testimony service, and close with prayer.]

(Lesson VIII, Sabbath, December 13)

Our Reward—A Home in the
City of Light

men who counted the money saw the pencil, they did not
know what to do with it. A pencil was worth so little, and
what good could it do? But one of them thought it had
better go to a young woman who had given her life to
Christian work among the heathen; so the pencil went
across the sea and bégan its mission.

“The young woman who received it could draw pictures.
One day she drew the faces of some children, and when
they came and looked at her work, they thought it was
wonderful. Each one could pick out the face of a play-
mate, and they stayed to talk and look and listen.

““Would you like a pencil like this that can make
faces?’ asked the missionary. Yes, all wanted it, but there
was only one pencil, while there were many children.

“¢I will cut it in pieces and give one piece to each,’ said
the woman. ‘When you take them home, ask your mothers
if I may come and visit them, and bring me word when
they would like me to come.

“That was the beginning. The children took their pen-
cils to their mothers and repeated what the missionary
had told them. The mothers said she could come, and soon
she was in many homes, telling them of Jesus who saves
from sin, and that He is the one who gives us all the good
things we have in this world. Some of them became good
Christians.”—OChildren’s Camp Meeling Lessons, 1935.

So we can help to give the light in the mission fields
even before we are big enough to go to some foreign field.

But while we are thinking about passing on the light to
the heathen in lands far away, we must not forget to give
the light right at home. The beams of our lights will
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BLACKBOABD TEXT: “There shall be no night there.” Rev.
22:5.

SueeEsTIVE Songs: No. 107, “Missionary Volunteer Songs;”
No. 39 or 199, “Gospel in Song.”

During this week we have been talking about the life
journey we are taking through this dark and troubled
world; about Jesus, our great guiding light; and about
keeping our own lights shining brightly, so that we can
give light to those about us.

This morning shall we speak for a little while about
the end of our journey? For, after all, that is the most
important thing to each one of us. When you are taking an
automobile trip, you look forward to the time when you
will reach the end of the journey, and are with the rela-
tives and friends who are waiting there, anxious to see you.
That is what makes you decide to keep traveling on, even
though you get very tired and would like to stop and rest.

Several years ago I was out in the Yosemite Valley, in
QCalifornia, and one day my sister and I decided to climb
up to Glacier Point, high above the valley. It was about
five miles up, by way of a winding path. We started early
in the morning. The trail led first through tree-shaded
country, and the ground was almost level. We walked fast
at first, almost ran. But pretty soon the way became
steeper, and then we went slower. We kept on climbing.
Up higher, the trees became smaller and were not so close
together, and did not hide us from the sun, which was
becoming hotter all the time.

We were getting tired, but we kept on going, for at the
top, we were told, we could get a wonderful view of the
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valley. Our feet became very sore. We got out of breath.
Every little while we would have to sit down and rest. We
asked people coming down the trail, “Are we almost to the
top?’ “Oh, no,” they would say, “it is a long, long way
yet.” “Is it worth going on?” we asked. “Yes, yes,” they
said, “the ciew from Glacier Point is wonderful. You
don’t want to miss it for anything.” So we kept on.

‘We each had a stick to help us climb, and we leaned
heavier on our sticks at every step. Some places it was so
steep that we would have to pull ourselves up by little
bushes beside the trail. Finally we were high enough up
out of the valley so that once in a while we could catch a
glimpse of the view below. Finally we rounded the last

. corner and pulled ourselves up over the last steep place,

and we were at the top.

How glad we were that we had come! We sat down and
looked out over the valley. Far below us, we could see
the Merced River, like a silver ribbon winding in and out
among the trees in the valley. On the other side of the
canyon, waterfalls, sparkling in the sun, dashed down the
steep sides. And, looking up, we could see on all sides high
mountains, mountains that we could never see from down
in the valley. It was well worth all the effort to climb up
to Glacier Point.

In a race, the people taking part will run just as fast as
they can, hoping to be the first to cross the finish line and
receive the prize. The runners are not thinking about how
hard it is to run, how tired they are getting, how they would
like to stop and take a rest. Their only thought is that
prize at the end of the race. )

It is this same way with the people who, all down through
the years, have been doing their best to let their lights
shine for Jesus. They have all had a hard struggle, but
they have been willing to go through the hardships “for
the joy that was set before” them.

‘What is this reward which all who let their lights shine
for Jesus will receive?

You remember when Abraham lived in Haran, the Lord
told him to start out on a journey, and that as a reward
he would be given a wonderful home. Without question,
he obeyed. He journeyed from place to place, living in

tents, letting his light shine as best he could before all
the people he met. Up and down the land of Canaan he
went, but never during his life did he have a real home.
He was willing to go through hardships and trials because
he knew that at last he would receive a wonderful reward.
Paul says in the Bible: “He looked for a city which hath
foundations, whose builder and maker is God.” Heb. 11:10.
At the end of his journey, he would come to the beautiful
New Jerusalem, and he knew that the joy of being in that
wonderful city—a city of light it will be—would make up
for all the hardships of his weary journeying during his
long lifetime.

Abraham was laid to rest before he reached this city
toward which he was traveling. But he will be raised from
the dead to enter that beautiful city, at the same time all
those other people in the world who have journeyed faith-
fully over the road of life, letting their lights shine, will
enter into it. And that will be when Jesus comes to this .
earth the second time.

That same beautiful city of light toward which Abraham
journeyed is the city toward which each one of us is travel-
ing, if we are doing our best to let our lights shine for
Jesus. And it will be worth all the trials and troubles and
struggles of our journey.

The greatest reason that this city of light will be so
wonderful to us is that Jesus Himself will be there. Jesus
has been our guiding light all through this journey of life,
and He is dearer to us even than any relatives or friends
who may be waiting for us at the end of some trip we
make to some distant city here. He died that we might
live, and He loves each one of us, and wants us to be
happy. Surely we all want to finish this journey, so that
we can meet Jesus.

And the city at the end of the journey is more beautiful
than anything we have ever seen on this earth. John, one of
the disciples, saw this city in vision, and he said that it is
so bright and glorious that “they need no candle, neither
light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light.” Rev.
22:5. There will never be any dismal, dark night in that
city, because Jesus, the true light, will be there.

(Continued on page 36)
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Include Daily Devotions
in Your Program for 1942

The family that would have strong spiritual foundations for the
home, must have daily worship.

By Francis M. Wilcox .-

A New Year’s Resolve to Benefit the Entire Family

YOUR RESOLVE that the blessings of the Week
of Prayer shall not be lost during the days and
weeks and months to come, will be greatly strength-
ened if on each morning of 1942, you read for
yourself or for family worship one of the 366 de-
votional readings contained in “*Day by Day.”

CLOTH, 800 PAGES

PRICE, $2.75

DAY by DAY

.
These inspirational readings are dated, and are
usually two pages in length. They are based upon i
Scriptural texts, with appropriate comments selected
mainly from the writings of Mrs. E. G. White. 2
Start each day right with the help of this book.
Send for your copy today. .

BLACK FLEXIBLE LEATHER

PRICE, $3.75

PRICES HIGHER IN CANADA

Order from your BOOK AND BIBLE HOUSE

Puyblished by REVIEW AND HERALD PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION, Takoma Park, Washington, D. C.

AND SABBATH HERALD



SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTISTS

= SHOULD READ =

FIFTY-TWO
PRAYER MEETINGS
By J. E. Shultz

~ Each year this popular book wins a host of new
friends, and, once acquainted, they continue to use it
year after year.

If you do not own a copy of this helpful volume, se-
cure a copy now, make its acquaintance, and be
prepared for the new year. It furnishes suggestions,
talks, and outlines, with appropriate illustrations for
weekly prayer meetings for the whole year. 186
pages. Price. 85 cents

THE MORE
ABUNDANT LIFE
By F. M. Wilcox

Prepared to supply an ouistanding need of humanity
—a need that is constantly felt by restless, struggling
souls who are ever striving toward a desired goal, but
who often fail to attain it for lack of spiritual compre-
hension or appreciation. Too often the spirit life is under-
nourished and dwarféd: ' To those who seek a cledrer
conception of the inner life and a fuller, richer experi-
ence, this book offers a special appeal. Cloth binding:
attractive jacket. 183 pages.

Spirit of Prophecy in

By W. A. Spicer

Not an argument about the Spirit of prophecy, but how
the gift has led God's people from the time of the proph-
ets down to 1844, and on to our own day. As in the
ancient days, when God led the exodus movement, He
placed the gift of the Spirit of prophecy in the movement,
so, too, when the time came for this advent movement, the
Lord placed the same gift in this movemeni. Read this
new book, and let your non-Adventist friends read it.

Price: cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents

HIS CROSS and MINE
By Meade MacGuire

A deeply spiritual, intensely inspirational, and unusu-
ally practical book that will help you or. your friend to
become a devoted follower of Jesus. Iis message is
for today—full of inspiration and encouragement. Filled
with value for anyone interested in a deeper Christian
experience. Beautiful cloth binding. Price, $1

(Prices Higher in Canada)

Price, $1.75°

the Advent Movement
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THIS IS THE WAY
By I. H. Evans

Here is a book of spiritual meditations which clothe
old ideas in a strikingly new garb, and present a new
perspective. Elder Evans’s studies on the subject of justi-
fication by faith' havé been given before thousands of
people, and have always been well received. Many
have requested that they be put in print. This volume,
which covers the essential phases of the Christian life,
is written in simple, direct language that will appeal

to all. These pages carry comifort and encouragement,
as well as food for thought and meditation. Cloth
cover. 256 pages. Price, $2

LET’S TALK IT OVER

By Lora E. Clement

Many present-day young people ask, “Why shouldn’t
I do as I like?” The author gives a clear, comprehen-
sive, salisfying answer o that question. Her new book
commands clear thinking upon personal conduct and iis
relation to right living. From biography, history, phi-
losophy, and contemporary life she has drawn with
marked ver;u_ﬁliiy 1o exirich and to apply every principle
enunciated in tinis worth-while book. Combines insight
and understanding with a heariening philosophy of life
that makes tomic reading for young and old alike.
Cloth, 128 pages. Price, $1

THE SHEPHERD
and HIS SHEEP

By J. Walter Rich

This soul-inspiring classic, with its wealth of thought
and its breadth of scope, is presented by the author in
a new and personal seifing, siressing the tender and
constant care of my Shepherd for me. This is a book
not only in outward form—made of paper and ink and
binding, as other books—but inwardly it is alive with
the vital truths breathed forth in such simplicity and
clearness as to make its message a “comfort by day
and a song in the night.” 255 pages.  Price, $1.50

WINNING WITH GOD
By C. Lester Bond '

Here is a book that meets a definite need for every
youth. Out of the depth of his own experience, anc
from his years of helping young people find their way,
the cuthor presenis in this new book the divine plan
for Christian victory in everyday life. Practical and
worth while, this book should find a place in the
reading program of every Seventh-day Adventist youth.
Own it for frequent reference and inspiration. 128
pages. Price, $1
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Perfect Prayer
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Sit down with the author, while he un-
' . folds to you, through this new book, the

Il' sparkling gems of inspiration which he

HIS LIFE’ WOBK’ and EALS finds in the Lord's prayer. You will ever
‘ be thankful that you have had opportunity

to read this volume, and you will appre-

By C' S' Lo”g acre ciate more Christ's answer toc the request,

"Lord, teach us to pray
OGER WILLIAMS, His Life, Work, and Ideals,” has Cloth. 128 pages, Price, $1.00

a special mission today—is a book for every citizen
who loves liberty of thought and conscience. It lays down - .
fundamental principles which are as enduring as the rela-
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Himself had com- A little boock to own, to enjoy, to give.
manded to be sepa- View God's love in a new and atiractive /
rated. The book is setting. Learn how the flowers declare /
filled with rich his- ‘he glory of God and show forth His handi- /
torical treasure and ,  work. An inspiring volume for frequent /
present-day impli- reading. Price, 10 cents /
cations of greatest

significance to every
lover of liberty.
Illusirated, .
192 Pages. y. e l
Cioth,
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Own' a copy of the Church Direciory; whether,
‘you ‘remiain ‘at._home: or ‘travel.. You can
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bath 'school recdxd ~while travel-.
ing. - Up-to-date information.’

PRICE
50c

oy

STORIES OF

Providential
Deliverance

DONMNNNNN

wwm e | DAY by DAY
By W. A. Spicer y
Here is a book that grips your . By FRANCIS M. WILCOX
{ soul, strengthens your courage, ,
' and proves that God still lives geNef_W gemﬁi _Res;lve_lto
and rules in the affairs of men neiit the Infire Family
for the protection of His people ESOLVE that on each morning you will read for
and the advancement of His king- yourself or for family worship one of the 366 devo-

tional readings contained in Elder Wilcox's large work
entifled “Day by Day.”

These readings are dated, and are usually two pages
in length. They are based upon Scripture texts, with
appropriate comments selected mainly from the writings
of Mrs. E. G. White.

Start each day right with the help of this book. Send
for your copy today.

dom. 120 pages.
PRICE, 60 CENTS
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THEY ALSO SERVED

By Awva M. Covington

A gripping story of some of the out-
standing Adventist women about whom H
you have heard, or perhaps have even
known personally. Some of them lived N\
in the early days of the message; others
are still living. Their lives are a living
example to the rising generation.

PRICE, $1.50
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IDEALS for JUNIORS |
By C. Lester Bond :
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Talks to boys and girls by one who
understands and loves them. This
SEuna book aims to help the juniors reach
o . an understanding of the purposes
and principles embodied in the
< & & = Junior Pledge and the Junior Law,
& £ and to fix in the life of each reader a
Y determination to practice those pur-
woRLQ\ v poses and principles. Every junior

L o should have this book for his very Siams
. own. Buckram binding, 160 pages. FEEED
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i Adventists in Time of War i ARB Ly %’w‘-‘ng
FE By F. M. Wilcox Eé Ey, Sy My, E rmcs (
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25: Now is the time for young people to study this important book H l‘am;d d bape:ntb a2y, leite H
H and learn how they should relate themselves to the issues gy, tb_e firg, Copy, of A Ven;, =
H which confront both young men and young women of With hr’ incpy, dipublisb thig bookst bom 2
H military age today. Many nations are at war. This Sweps, P Strye 8 hep ed itin Ltcop.
B country also may soon be involved. Every Ougj;, -8 the cf]ges andeal'ly ngs_o[ tl,n-
home in which there are young people A in g ' the o M of Victop,; el'lence‘t)_e /
should have this book. g_g Leay, fing) c“’p""l'enc Od to (o1 in oo
$2.50 fiEs 82, Ol P Gog e j;
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HHE BEHOLD HE COMETH

By F. D. Nichol

A matter-of-fact, straightforward discussion of some of the
problems that confront those who seek to live a Christian
life in these last days. Includes a discussion of our attitude
. toward marriage, dress, diet, social relations, radios, movies,
: automobiles, and modern literature. A most helpful book

in any home.
PRICE, $2

COURTESY BOOK

Special edition for Adventists.
Contains no reference to
dancing, card parties, etc. CHEAH

This interesting and enlightening
book will help you to conduct
yourself in accordance with the
customs of refined people—at the
table, in the home, on the street,
at social functions, at showers
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i ¢ . and weddings. Own this instruc-
FEEH The . G. White s 258 tive volume for the benefit of
& By Mrs. ., presentation of This HH the entire family. It will make i
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Seventh-day Adventists are praying daily for the speedy fulfillment of
Matthew 24:14, "“This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the
world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”

Make your prayers more than merely wishful thinking; pray for defi-
nite objectives. A better understanding of the needs of the world field will
bring you a true sense of your responsibility for finishing the work; and in
the soul-winning experiences  of evangelists, lay preachers, Bible workers,
and colporteurs, you will discover a variety of ways in which you can hasten
the second coming of Christ. ' '

‘A SERVICE GUIDE =~ ©

For up-to-date information on what is being done, where, and how, read
the REVIEW. Every week our church paper brings reports of the work at
home and abroad in the two departments, “World-Wide Field” and “In Mis-
sion Lands.” The sermons and the Bible studies will help you find hidden
b treasures in your search of the Scriptures. And the solution of many home
problems will be suggested in the articles that appear under the general
heading, "By the Family Fireside.”

Your prayers, offered with the keener redlization that these messages
will bring yvou of your spiritual condition and the needs of God's work in
all the earth, will not remain unanswered.

' Be sure your REVIEW subscription is entered for the coming year at

. these
; | REDUCED RATES

Effective December 1 to January 17

Recular Campctign Regular Campaign
’ ' Price Price Price Price
X REVIEW, FAMILY GROUP,
- one year $2.50. . $2.25 ) one year . $5.95 $5.75
BIG’ FOUR Big Four, Instructor,
of Worker, Gazette
one year.. . ____. 3.50... 3.25 (Siec}ilul rates for Canada on reg:est: in other cmmh;is
. . which require extra postage « 50 cents for the -
Review, Life and Health, VIEW, $1 for the BIG FOUR, and §$2 for the FAMILY
Liberty, Present Truth GROUP.)
|

' ORDER FROM YOUR%{ aﬂ ﬁ/e OQJe WITHOUT FURTHER DELAY.I




To Church Elders and Pastors

HE Annual Week of Prayer has proved to be a rich
spiritual blessing to our people throughout the many
years since it was first observed among us. We believe
that again this year it will be an opportunity for personal
soul examination and an occasion to draw God’s people
nearer to Him and also nearer to each other.
‘What an eventful year this has been! The weeks and the

months have sped rapidly by, each freighted with happen-

ings of magnitude and consequence i the affairs of the
world. These troubles give more and deeper meaning to
the prophecies of the Holy Secriptures in regard to the
conditions which would prevail immediately preceding the
coming of the Saviour to redeem His people. “Yet a little
while, and He that shall come will come, and will not
tarry.” Heb. 10:37.

But the thickening troubles from without must be no
cause for dismay and discouragement. Rather they should
be reason for increased confidence in God and in this mes-
sage which we have believed. We are told: “It is no time
now for mourning and despair, no time to yield to doubt
and unbelief. Christ is not now a Saviour in Joseph’s new
tomb, closed with a great stone, and sealed with the
Roman seal; we have a risen Saviour. He is the King, the
Lord of hosts; He sitteth between the cherubim; and amid
the strife and tumult of nations, He guards His people
still. . . . When the strongholds of kings shall be over-
thrown, when the arrows of God’s wrath shall strike through
the hearts of His enemies, His people will be safe in His
hands.”—“Testimonies,” Vol. V, p. 75}

Let us make this Week of Prayer a special occasion of
intercession for the cause of God in those lands in which
strife and persecution reign, that the onward progress of
His cause be not hindered, and that the faith of our dear
people fail not when tried in the furnace of affliction.

The source of our real danger is not from without, but
rather from within—the danger that because of the cares
of this world, or lack of faith, the love of those long in
the message should grow. eold
that this Week of Prayer season e

revival on the part of all, and partlcularly of those who may
have backslidden, or who are growing indifferent or cold -
toward their spiritual obligations.

If this occasion is to be a success, needful preparation
must be made well in advance. If at all possible, meetings
“should be held daily. Let our people be urged to put forth
extra effort at this time to come together t‘or the readmgs

by those respons1ble for the arrangement of the meetmgs
to select readers who can read the messages herein prepared
in a thoughitful, devotional spirit. Let the readings be fol-
lowed by earnest seasons of prayer or testimony.

But no series of meetings of the church can be truly
successful unless the spiritual interest of the children is
equally well cared for. Wherever possible, arrangements
should be made for separate meetings for them. Persons
having some ability in teaching the children should be
asked to lead out, that definite soul-winning efforts may be
put forth in behalf of the lambs of the flock. Many of our
faithful members today date their conversion, or rededica-
tion of life, to decisions made at such meetings.

The last Sabbath of the Week of Prayer is the occasion
for receiving the Annual Offering. Of this we feel to make
special mention. As we look out upon the fields, we can say,
“The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few.” The
present world disturbances-have brought heavy burdens
to the migsion fields. In spite of troubles and perplexities
on every hand, the openings to advance are many. In
marvelous ways in some places the Lord’s protecting hand
is over His work and His workers. . But the costs are in-
creased. The changes which world conditions make neces-
sary in some places are bringing to the General Conference
heavy financial burdens. We must appeal to all our people
in behalf of these needs to make genuine sacrifice. 'What
can be more important than to keep the work of carrying
the gospel to the ends of the earth going forward with
power and zeal? World troubles should only increase our
consecration to this end.

36

e.feel to urge. therefore, .
‘inade a time of sprrxtual‘

Let mention be made on, the first Sabbath, and at other
times during the week, of the plan to receive an offering
the Sabbath following. Urge all to have a part in making
a real sacrifice in behalf of our great unfinished task. God

- will reward those who thus take part in this offering, and

souls will be saved from thé pits of sin.

As these readings go forth, it is with a sincere prayer
that this Week of Prayer may be the occasion of a great
spiritual revival throughout our ranks. Let there be a
putting away of sin, a turning of hearts to God in prepara-
tion for His soon coming, remembering the promise,
“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after right-
eousness: for they shall be filled.” :

GENERAL CONFERENCE COMMITTEE.

Our Reward—A Home in the City
of Light
(Contimc'edi from page 31)

Our prize for having successfully finished this journey
through life—this race—is:.a home forever in that beauti-
ful city of light. No troubles, no sickness, no sadness, will
be there. All will be beautlful and happy within the walls
of that city, and when we get there, how very glad we shall
be that we did our very best, while in this dark earth, to
let our lights shine for Jesus, so that we could finally have
a home in this city of light.

[If there is time, the New Jerusalem could be described a
little more fully. The story of Mrs. White’s first vision, as
given in the book, “Early Writings,” pages 13-20, would be
very effective here. But let it be urged that the deseription
of the new earth be fold, not read.]

We all want to reach that wonderful city of light, don’t
we, boys and girls? If there are some of you who have
not before made the decision to shine for Jesus, won’t you

' 'show by standmg to yourwfeet that you will, with Jesus’

help, start today to let your light shine for Him? He has a
special place for each one of you here in this dark world, a
little corner where your little candle, or lamp, is needed.
And then, at the end of the journey, He has a special place

in the city of light for each one of you.

[Continue as a revival for the children. This part of the
serv1ce should not be drawn out too long, but time should be
ose with praver

and the theme song for the week, “A L1ttle Light.”]
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