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A Welcoming Meeting in California

Reported by F. M. WILCOX

THE readers of the REview have already
learned that our missionaries interned in the Philip-
pine Islands were rescued and that most of them
have reached their homeland once more. On the
afternoon of May 4 a reception was given many of
these workers who were in southern California. It
was held in the auditorium of the Glendale Union
Academy. Here over two hundred friends, for the
most part former missionaries, met to welcome our
workers from overseas. It was a joyful and inspir-
ing occasion for all present. '

We believe the readers of our church paper will
peruse with interest a report of this gathering,

A song was rendered by the King’s Heralds, of
the Voice of Prophecy, followed by a Scripture read-
ing by David Voth and a prayer by G. A. Roberts.
Next was the reading of an original poem by May
Cole Kuhn, formerly of China.

Roy F. Cottrell then read telegraphic messages
of greeting that had come in. Next followed a
message of welcome and thanksgiving by Frederick
Griggs, one-time president of the Far Eastern Di-
vision.

F. GricGs: “There are moments of supreme hap-

piness in all our lives. This is one of them. Those
who were delivered at Los Banos, at Santo Tomas,
and at the Bilibid Prison have told us of their great,
inexpressible happiness at seeing the American sol-
diers come in and deliver them. I do not suppose that
our happiness in seeing these dear friends is quite
equal to that which the friends who are here had
when they saw the soldiers come in and when they
saw the way out. But this, dear friends, is a very,
very happy moment for us.

“We do welcome you, heart and soul. We thank
God for preserving your lives and bringing you
to us. We hope that many of those who are here
and others elsewhere from the Orient may have the
privilege of returning to the field. Perhaps not all
can go, but we know that many who have been in
the Orient want to go back to the work they love.
This very day I was reading a letter from FElder
Longway about the work in China. One thousand
people have been baptized, and thirty thousand copies
of the Chinese Signs of the Times are going out
every month from our litile printing office in Chung-
king. The work is going forward even in the midst
of this confusion. We believe God will provide con-
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ditions whereby the work will go for-

ward in mighty power, not only in the
Philippines and China and the Far
East but in all the world.

“The day will soon come when we
can meet around the throne of God to
rejoice in a home-coming that will
never end. Our rejoicing will never
cease. And so, dear friends, we do
welcome you with all our hearts. We
thank God that your lives have been
preserved and that you are with us
at this time.”

Following this address of welcome,
Professor Stump, president of the
Philippine Union College, voiced his
own deep gratitude for deliverance

L. M. StuMP: “In behalf of my fel-
low internees I would like to say that
first we want to thank our heavenly
TFather for the fact that we are here
today. After that, we feel to express
our most profound thanks to our Gov-
ernment and to our boys of the serv-
ices who were the agents of deliver-
.ance. )

“There came to the heart of every
internee in captivity several longings.
One was to see once more Old Glory
flying overhead. We were granted
that privilege. And then I believe
that one of the uppermost wishes in
our hearts was to see the shores of the
homeland, We have been granted that
privilege. And then each of us was
looking forward to seeing the faces of
loves ones. Some of us have been
granted that privilege. And meeting
our loved ones, we found our friends,
and such friends we never knew we
had. )

“So we are glad to be here and to
meet with you, our loved ones and
friends, this afternoon. I wish I
might say more, but I cannot. It is
now my bprivilege to introduce our
speakers.

“Our first speaker is E. J. Urquhart,
who has been in the mission fields for
thirty-four years, twenty-nine of them
in the Orient, lastly in the Philippines,
and, I am sorry to say, in the intern-
ment camps. I might say that we are
all forbidden to tell you many, many
things, but we want to tell you a few
things.”

E. J. URQUHART: “Just a word about
our rescue. Our liberation was a mir-
acle, to say the least. We had been
seeing our planes come over for
months. We had heard the battle of
Manila for weeks. We could hear the
boom of our cannon all day and all
night, and yet between us and the
American forces were strong encir-
cling units, and we did not know how
long we might have to suffer on. We
did not know whether we would be
rescued at all, and yet we maintained
a faith; we looked up and held our
courage.

“Then one morning as we were go-
ing out in front of our barracks to be
re-counted by our captors, there was a
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commotion in the sky. Planes were
passing overhead or directly in front
of our barracks, and parachute troops
were dropping to the ground. But
behind that, which was our first knowl-
edge of what was taking place, lies
a story that can only be accounted
for by those who know and trust in
God. We were still held in confine-
ment, with strong armies on every
side of us—on three sides of us at
least—and Laguna de Bay about three
miles to our front. Our captors looked
upon us as being quite secure in their
hands.

“The American forces had obtained
information that we might be exe-
cuted, and.that.very.shortly; so. they
planned our rescue. There was to be
a co-ordination of three separate units.
Among these was a Filipino guerrilla
unit which was to make its way from
the mountaingside at night and sur-
round three sides of our camp. Am-
phibian caterpillar trucks were to cross
the lake to our camp, giving us pas-
sage homeward; and the parachute
troops were to drop from the sky and
join in our rescue.

“The dropping of the parachute
troops was to be the signal for the
different units to begin operations. A
certain time was fixed for this rescue,
seven o’clock in the morning, Manila
time. The armed forces arrived on
the shores of Laguna de Bay in front
of our barracks, and there was no in-
dication of any airplanes in the sky.
They didn’t know what to do. Had the
airplanes failed them? But the chap-
lain was with them, and those who be-
lieved in God knelt right there on the
lakeside and prayed. They had hardly
risen from their knees before the sky
was filled with planes. That was the
signal, and immediately the guerrilla
forces began their advance upon the
two hundred or more guards who sur-
rounded our camp.

“We were in the midst of the flying
bullets. Some of us lay down on the
floor; others did other things. About
four or five internees suffered flesh
wounds. It seemed but a short time,
perhaps three quarters of an hour or
an hour, until the fighting was all over.
Only one Filipino rescuer was missing.
No American soldiers lost their lives.

“They told us to pack and be ready
to go in five minutes. The time was
extended a little, but within a few
minutes one half of our camp was
loaded on amphibious trucks and
headed toward Laguna de Bay. The
rest of us who were not fortunate
enough to get a ride on the trucks
walked to the water’s edge.

“It was a glorious co-ordination of
different forces that worked closely to-
gether. That is what the world in
general saw in the rescue. But to me
it seems as if God reached down there
in that internment camp with His
strong arm and lifted us out by these
agencies of rescue. [Voices: “Amen.”]
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I praise God tonight and give Him the
glory.” '

H. L. DYER: “I am glad this after-
noon that you can see us the way we
are and not the way we were when
rescued. Most of us weigh much more
now than we did at that time. I have
been asked to tell what we had to eat,
or what we did not have to eat. When
we were interned at Los Banos many
of our Adventists were providentially
put into the kitchen as cooks. This
helped us out, because every time the
Japanese gave us pork, we could al-
ways make something like a vegetable
stew or something else. Professor
Stump was rice cook, W. C. Williams

-and W. E. Guthrie were stew cooks,

and Gordon Williams was another
cook. Miss Stoneburner, one of our
nurses in the sanitarium at Manila,
served as dietitian. All-the time we
were there we had two Seventh-day
Adventists and one Catholic priest on
the food committee.

“At Los Banos there were 2,000 in
one camp and 405 in another. There
were missionaries of different denomi-
nations. At first we were allowed 765
grams a day for each person. That
was sufficient food in quantity but not
in quality, because most of it was rice
and corn meal. We had corn-meal
mush every morning for breakfast, and
at night we had rice or some kind of
stew or soup, mostly soup. The last
part of our stay in that internment
camp was the worst and the time
which brought us down in weight.

“The last three months we were re-
ceiving approximately 185 grams a
day each—not enough to keep one
alive. The last two or three days they
gave us nothing. We had to go out
and gather greens and weeds and get
along as best we could. We are here
today because God wanted us here, and
we are certainly glad of it. We ap-
preciate very much what the Ameri-
can Army has done for us in the way
of supplying us with food since our
rescue, and what you good people have
done for us since our return in giving
us the many things you have in the
way of food and clothing.”

L. M. STuMP: “Our next speaker
will be Miss Pauline Neal, one of the"
nurses of the China Division, who, un-
fortunately, came to the Philippines
just at the wrong time! However, I
think it was fortunate for Mrs. Stump
and me, for while our two daughters
were here in America we had Miss
Stoneburner and Miss Neal to take
their places.”

Miss NEAL: “I want to express my
gratitude to our Father for answering
our prayers and again bringing us
safely home. I am especially happy to
be back in G.U.A. [Glendale Union
Academy]. I spent four years in these
classrooms. I also want to express my
appreciation to our boys in the armed
forces who effected our rescue and
brought us home.
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“Qur clothing was wartime dress
for internees. Of course, many of us
were fortunate enough to do a little
shopping before we were interned, but
it was difficult to get clothing. Then,
too, some poor folks hegan stealing
our clothes in order to sell them and
get a little money. Our people became
quite clever in patching. Mending
was very popular; in fact, there was
never an end to mending. Thread
then became scarce. We would ravel
out material or the tops of old silk
stockings to get thread with which to
sew. Fortunately, we were interned
in a country where clothing was not
so essential to keep us warm. The
. tropical sunshine did that for us.”

W. C. WiLLIAMS: “I have been asked
to tell about the Adventist servicemen
we met over there after the rescue.
There are many of them whose names
I have forgotten, but first we met a
sergeant by the name of Saphiloff, in
charge of the X ray. Near him was a
Brother Melborne. Then there was
a Brother Sanders, from Walla Walla
College. There was also Frank King.
He got me a camp cot to replace the
boards on which I was sleeping at the
time. There was another lad from
California by the name of Philpott.

“There was a chap from Portland
whom I shall long remember. There
were others from other places—one,
Clema and his friend named Weldon.
There were Don Clark, from La Sierra
College; a boy by the name of Martin,
from Detroit; and a lad by the name
of Jones, whom I met once in Manila.
There were Dr. Piper and Dr. Gibbs,
from the East. I later heard that my
old friend Dr. Ezra Richards was in
Leyte, but I did not get to see him.
We met boys in the air-borne troops
from Adventist homes—Adventist pi-
lots, Adventist mechanics, a very jo-
vial boy by the name of Rogers, an
assistant to the colonel when we first
were there, whose mother was a Sev-
enth-day Adventist. There was Cap-
tain Larsen, whose Seventh-day Ad-
ventist mother asked him to find any
Seventh-day Adventists he could; so
1 was very grateful for the privilege
of taking Brother L. C. Wilcox to see
him. I want you to remember in
prayer those young men out there.
They are facing a stupendous task.”

L. M. STUMP: “The next speaker is
A. G. Rodgers, from England, who,
with his family, was on his way to
Palestine, and, unfortunately, has been
on his way ever since.”

A. G. RODGERS: “My dear friends,
on such an occasion as. this, I recall
those wonderful words of Macaulay,
addressed to the Almighty, ‘Be all the
glory to Thy name divine—the sword
was ours, but the armor, Lord, was
Thine.’

“We stand before you, brands
plucked from the burning., [Voices:
“Amen.”] One thing I shall assidu-
ously avoid, and that is the presenta-
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tion of myself or my colleagues as the
heroes and the heroines of this war.
The heroes of this war, my dear
friends, are those flesh of your flesh,
blood of your blood, who came and took
us out. Will you stand with me for a
brief moment in honor of the Al-
mighty God to whom we ascribe this
miraculous deliverance, and in honor
of the intrepid forces that were used
of Him in saving us from death. We
had been from one prison camp to
another prison camp, and then to old
Bilibid Prison. And the iron bars of
restraint were there. Oh, praise be to
God! Those doors were opened wide.”

F. A. PRATT: “There were only two
families of our mission in Santo
Tomas when the camp was liberated.
When the boys came in, I was held as
a hostage for thirty-six hours by the
Japanese after the main camp was re-
leased. They barricaded our building
and were going to fight it out. Some
two hundred and forty of us were held.
We were expecting to.be killed. Right
after that the Japanese began to shell
the Santo Tomas internment camp.
1t had held 4,000 internees before this.
My room was hit twice with direct
hits, which made a hole in the wall
large enough to put an automobile
through. My wife had left the room
at the time—very providentially. Had
she not done so, she would have been
killed. In the shelling forty-eight died
altogether.

“A man within thirty inches of me
was killed. It was through God’s prov-

Home Again
BY MAY COLE KUHN

A ship sails into the Golden Gate
With cargo for you and me;
It brings the friends that we love so
well
From a land beyond the sea;
The battle may rage and the tempest
roar
And the day be tinged with pain;
But, oh, the joy that fills the heart
When our friends come home again!

The tides roll in and they ebb away,
And life with its ceaseless flow
Has brought to our portals the cher-
ished ones
That we knew long, long ago;
The hattle may rage and the tempest
rear,
What matter the wind and the rain?
Our hearts are thrilled with joy and
song,
For our friends are home again.

Across the ocean the temple bells
Are sounding at evenfall

To gather the wandering spirits home
To China, Tibet, and Bengal;

Our God, who in tender and loving care
The hopes of His own will sustain,
Has gathered our friends from over

the sea, )
And brought them back home again.
Formerly of China.

idential care that we were allowed to
live. We feel unworthy of all He did
for us, especially when some who
seemed so worthy were killed. A min-
ister of another denomination was
killed, and his wife lost her left arm.
Incidentally, there were two couples
that had the same experience—the
men were killed and their wives hoth
lost their left arms. These shells are
terrible things. However, I must say
we had no fear, and it encouraged
us to repeat the twenty-third psalm.
‘Though I walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil: for Thou art with me.””

The Women’s Auxiliary

The Women’s Auxiliary of Southern
California comprises the wives of Sev-
enth-day Adventist physicians., These
sisters felt that they wanted some part
in expressing a welcome to the return-
ing missionaries. Following the mis-
sionaries’ talks, Mrs. Ryston, president
of the auxiliary, spoke.

MRS. RYSTON: “We ladies of the
auxiliary feel happy indeed to have
the privilege of showing in a small
way our great joy over having these
missionaries back with us again.
Downstairs in the sewing room there
is some clothing. We have a few arti-
cles [Voice: “Quite a good many.”]
that we would like to share with the
internees who will have use for them.
In addition to that, we have here on
the platform some books. We have a
set of the Conflict of the -Ages Series
to present to each of the internees.
For each family we have, in addition,
a set of the Testimonies, with which
we hope they can start their libraries
afresh. Mrvs. Mourer, who spent seven
years in China, is going to present
these. Mrs. Hollenbeck has very lib-
erally and generously donated the use
of her home, her bhasement, and her
garage, as well as her time in prepar-
ing and assembling this clothing, the
books, etec. Mrs. Mourer and Mrs.
Hollenbeck will present the books.”

Following the presentation of the
books, W. B. Riffel, in behalf of him-
self and fellow missionaries, expressed
his sincere thanks for the hooks and
clothing, This happy and profitable
gathering was brought to a close
by prayer, following which personal
greetings with the missionaries were
exchanged, and light vrefreshments
were served. Various ones told the
writer how greatly they were reduced
in physical strength and weight hy
their starvation diet. Some lost
twenty, thirty, and even fifty pounds.
But their condition has greatly im-
proved since their liberation. It will
require time for rest and abundance
of nourishing food to bring them back
to normal health. They still need our
prayers for future health and vigor.
And let us continue to pray that God
will sustain other missionaries held in
other lands, and seek for them a speedy
deliverance.



e EDITORIAL -

Salvation Within Reach of Common People

gladly.” Jesus taught plainly and

simply—*“not as the seribes.” And
He talked about the real power that
saves a sinner from his sins, and gives
promise of eternal life. That is what
the gospel of Christ is.

THE common people heard Him

If a man is drowning he does not

need to have any complicated device
“thrown to him as a life line. The sim-
plest thing possible to lay hold of is
the best. If we are to throw out the
life line of the message for this hour
of God’s judgment, let us make the
message plain. “Not with enticing
words of man’s wisdom,” said Paul.
The man who knows most about any
matter is usually the man who can
tell it most simply—if he is wise as
well as learned.

That was a truth into which the
worldly wise of Paul’s day and men of
pagan schools of philosophy in days
long before had never gone deep
enough. They could not understand
it. The Author of truth knew how to
tell it to the common man. And sav-
ing truth itself can be understood by
the common sinner, thank God, for
that takes in most of us. Not so the

Do We Really Believe?>—Part 18

philosophic systems of error, ancient
or modern.

The ancients called Pythagoras “the
father of philosophy.” The followers
and teachers of his religious system
called him “divine.” Following is the
motto said to have been posted on the
door of a famous teacher of that
school:

“Approach ye genuine philosophic few,
The Pythagoric life belongs to you;
But far, far off, ye vulgar herd pro-

fane;
For Wisdom’s voice is heard by you
in vain.”

But when the truly divine Teacher
came His announcement was, “Come
unto Me, all ye that labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Take My yoke upon you, and learn of
Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart:
and ye shall find rest unto your souls.
For My yoke is easy, and My burden
is light.” Matt. 11:28-30.

How good that sounds. There is
help in that for every one of us. That
is the philosophy to take over into
pagan mission fields today; and sin-
ners everywhere can understand it.

That other sort of thing—pride of
learning that was foolishness—was all
about in the times of Christ and the
apostles. Most likely Christ was
thinking of it when He prayed:

“Y thank Thee, O Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, because Thou hast
hid these things from the wise and
prudent, and hast revealed them unto

babes. Even so, Father: for so it
seemed good in Thy sight.” Matt.
11:26, 26. ‘

The deep things of God were not
hidden to prevent any sinner from
finding help, but necessarily they were
set s0 deep in human need—+to save to
the uttermost—that only those know-
ing and confessing uttermost need can
understand and take. As the apostle
Paul let his heart and life and mind
down into this experience he cried
out: “O the depth of the riches both of
the wisdom and knowledge of God!”’
Rom. 11:33. Unsearchable depth, but
all the time the humblest believer is
experiencing the joy and the comfort
and the power of it all. “Come unto
Me,” the blessed voice of Jesus is still
calling to every sinner. “Come . . .
and I will give you rest.” W. A. S.

Do We Believe in Repentance and Confession?—No. 2

ject of repentance and confession,
particularly confession to God.
The principle was set down that con-
fession, in order to be most effective,
should be specific. We should ask God
to forgive definite sins, clear-cut de-
feats we have experienced in the day’s
battles. Thus we keep our own hearts
aware of our constant need of divine
grace.
In the matter of confessing to others
and asking for their forgiveness, the
same principle applies. We have

LAST week we discussed the sub-

" heard good church members use this.

phrase in a testimony service: “If I
have wronged anyone I want him to
forgive me.” Undoubtedly the inten-
tion here is good, but we think it is not
quite good enough. It tends to make
the whole matter of righting wrongs
too casual and too vague an affair. If
we know of no wrong that we have
done to any who are listening to our

testimony, then let us not bring up
that point. Let us thank God for His
mercies; let us speak words of courage
and of determination; but let us not

deal with wrongs and confessions if

we do not have something specific that
needs to be confessed.

If we have done something specific,
if, for example, we have caused dis-
tress in the church by some position
we have taken, some word we have
said that is common knowledge to all
the members, then let us be specific in
confessing that wrong to the church
and in asking forgiveness. This kind
of confession will prove electrifying.
It does something, both for the one
who confesses and for all who receive
the confession.

Don’t Side-step Confession

There are people who, when they
have done wrong to someone, and that
wrong is glaringly evident, try to re-

lieve the situation, not by confession,
but by acting in an exceptionally kind
and thoughtful way. Some husbands,
for example, have been known to bring
home a present, a kind of peace offer-
ing, without making any reference-to
the wrong committed, the unkind
word, perhaps, that was spoken. Such
persons really do not believe in the
doctrine of repentance and confession.
They believe, instead, in the doctrine
of works.

But when did a present become a
substitute for confession? True, the
one offended may see in the present
the good intentions of the giver, and
read between the lines that he is sorry
for his harsh words or whatever the
offense may have been. But as far as
the offender himself is concerned he
has not met the simple but stern re-
quirements of the doctrine of repent-
ance and confession. It is easier to
spend money for a present than to
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say, “I was wrong. I confess my
wrong and ask forgiveness.” That is
why people sometimes buy presents

instead of making confessions; or.

what is perhaps worse, even attempt
to bluff their way through, hoping
that those who have been injured will
soon forget.

Sin Banished Only by Confession

No Seventh-day Adventist is mak-
ing headway toward the kingdom of
God unless he really believes in repent-
ance and confession. We are not
ready to consider the most primary,
distinctive doctrines, like the Sabbath
and the second advent, until we have
fully learned and are consistently
applying the Christian teachings con-
cerning repentance and confession.
How can we keep God’s holy day unless
sin is banished from our hearts? But
how can sin be banished unless there
is full repentance and confession of
sin?

How can we plan to meet our Lord
at His glorious appearing if sins lie
unconfessed in our hearts? We can-
not bluff sins away nor purge them
out with presents given to those we
have wronged along the path of life.
What a revival there would be in
readiness for the central objective of
Adventists, the advent, if all of us set
out, resolutely and methodically, to
make all things right with all men.

We can easily believe that there are
some very mellow saints, nearly rip-
ened for the garner, who could say
they have no conscious knowledge of
anything unconfessed before God or
man. But what a great number of us
there are who have something that
ought to be made right. Perhaps there
is something that needs to be made
right within the circle of our own
family. Perhaps some member is halt-
ing in the way because of our very
words or deeds. Perhaps it is some-
thing that ought to be made right with
a neighbor or a tradesman or business
associate or perhaps with someone in
the church. What refreshing would
come to many churches if all of us
really believed the doctrine of repent-
ance and confession. And need we re-
peat that the only way we can prove
the reality of our belief is by full, sin-
cere, and unqualified confession of
anything that we have done or said
that is wrong? We have a feeling that
there are some homes and some
churches where heartfelt confession
would suddenly cause all present to
begin to think they were almost in
heaven.

Wrongs unrighted generate a sorry
brood of misunderstandings, suspi-
cions, heartaches, and even hatred. All
these are cast out by true repentance
and confession. We who declare that
we are making ready to live in heaven
above, ought to make sure we are liv-
ing in the atmosphere of heaven while
still here below.

AND SABBATH HERALD

The Example of the Corinthian Church

If there is true godly sorrow for
sin, it will produce true repentance
and confession, with all the hearten-
ing results that flow from such con-
fession. Paul wrote to the church at
Corinth concerning certain sins that
were among them and which were con-
doned, apparently, by many members
of the church. His righteously indig-
nant and spirit-filled letter produced
a marked result, which he describes
thus:

“Now I rejoice, not that ye were
made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to
repentance: for ye were made sorry
after a godly manner, that ye might
receive damage by us in nothing. For
godly sorrow worketh repentance to
salvation not to be repented of: but
the sorrow of the world worketh death.
For behold this selfsame thing, that
yve sorrowed after a godly sort, what
carefulness it wrought in you, yea,
what clearing of yourselves, yea, what
indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what
vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea,
what revenge! In all things ye have
approved yourselves to be clear in this
matter.” 2 Cor. 7:9-11.

Here was the kind of repentance
not to be repented of. If we truly be-
lieve in the Bible doctrine of repent-

The Ear of the Master

BY FLORENCE ROBERTS WADSWORTH

-WHILE dreaming or musing almost in

despair, )
I thought of my humble part.
“T wish I might do as the great ones
dO,”
I said, with an aching heart.

Then my ears were unlocked by the
music of morn;
My heart was unlocked by God;
And my thoughts were caught by the
song of birds—
A worshiping, feathered synod.

The versatile thrasher, the killdeer’s

name,
The lark at break of day,
The swallow’s twitter, the wren’s full
note,
Presented a beautiful lay.

“But where is the sparrow’s humble
chirp?”
I heard the Master cry.

_For the sparrow, o’ercome by the great

ones’ art,
Had ceased his song with a sigh.

Then I knew that each is but part of
the whole—
A portion of infinite plan.
He notices harmony incomplete,
-Though it pass unnoticed by man.

ance and confession we shall proceed
so sincerely and wholeheartedly to put
away sin that we shall experience the
same revival of spiritual life that came
to the Corinthians. F.D. N.

Only One Thing to Do

HE apostle Paul foretold the time
TWhen people would demand fables

to please the ear, and when teach-
ers would supply the demand.

Then what? Apparently the apostle
had but one thing to advise. Then, he
says, “Preach the Word.” It is the
only thing.

The great publishers are rushing a
torrent of books into circulation in
these days of flowing money. A circu-
lar from one of the most substantial
houses advertises a book to comfort
those bereaved by war. It is by a
great preacher, a canon of the church.
We do not name author or book; for,
really, it seems too sad to say that
teaching such as this is all abroad in
paganism. It reads like this, quoting
the author’s words as given in the
advertising circular:

“God is far greater than anything
we can think; so in all probability, is
death. Let us clothe death in some-
thing that is very beautiful and very
perfect. . . . We can, if we will, make
for ourselves a New Death under the
guidance of Him who made all things
new. . . . Our belief is—as we have
been exhaustively taught—that the
future of all of-us is a future of activ-
ity, of good, of happiness, of fulfill-
ment.”

Man is thus to build his own New
Death, greater than life. Everybody
after this life is to ‘““dwell serene in
the world of the spirit, which is His.”

How does this differ from the all-
time pagan idea of the spirit world
into which all were to enter at death?
It has recently sent pagans of the
Orient into self-inflicted death by com-
panies, and sent mothers and children
in groups over the island cliffs to death
on the rocks or in the sea. Such ad-
herents of pagan religions believe that
they are slipping into the “serene
world of the spirit.” They think of
no responsibility in a “‘judgment to
come”; they need no Saviour. That
has been in general the pagan idea
these nearly six thousand years.

And, as Paul foretold, the time has -
come when fables are believed even by
people who have the Book.

We must, as never before, give our
selves to the one thing—‘“Preach the
Word.” What a harvest must come
from the teaching in Christian pulpits
that “the future of all” is assured as
something beautiful and death a sure
gate to more abundant life.

We must cry the message, “Fear
God, and give glory to Him; for the
hour of His judgment is come.”

W. A. 8.
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A Trillion-Dollar War

V-E day, Victory-in-Europe day,
was announced on May 8. In Europe
there were spontaneous outbursts of
rejoicing because of the ending of a
war that had lasted for sixty-eight
months, every day of which was latent
with imminent danger to every man,
woman, and child throughout the vast
continent and on the British Isles. In
America there was thankfulness that
the prodigious efforts of the United
Nations had brought to an end the
greatest threat to human liberty that
the world had ever met. However, the
thought of the tremendous effort that
must still be put forth to bring about
V-J day, Victory-over-Japan day, dulled
somewhat the spirit of rejoicing.

Then, too, how can there be un-
limited rejoicing when great parts of
Europe, including its mightiest cities,
lie in ruins, and the land is drenched
with the blood of millions, and when
the war in the Orient must now rise to
a terrible climax of destruction and
death? And what a price already has
been paid!

The New York Times (May 6), in
its news-of-the-week section, gives an
estimate of the cost to date as follows.
It states that “the total cost [of the
war in Europe] is beyond computa-
tion; it will take generations to draw
up a balance sheet,” -but ‘“the most
reliable estimates of battle casualties
indicate a death toll of between nine
and ten million men in the European
war. To these are added another nine
or ten million men permanently dis-
abled, besides millions more who suf-
fered slighter wounds.”

“The monetary costs have mounted
to such astronomical levels that the
average mind fails to grasp them.
War expenditures by the United Na-
tions by February of this year were
estimated to have reached $500,000,-
000,000. The cost to the United States
alone through June, 1945, will be
about $288,000,000,000. The Axis na-
tions (not including Japan) were be-
lieved to have spent the equivalent of
$232,000,000,000 up to January, 1944.
. . . Counting all costs, it may prove
to be a trillion-dollar war.”

“How Are the Mighty Fallen!”

Within three days (New York Times,
April 30 and May 2) newspapers an-
nounced the deaths of two men of
might, one amid humiliating circum-
stances too shameful to repeat, the
other in a mysterious manner that will
no doubt long invite investigation.
Mussolini, the modern Caesar, and
Hitler, the most recent Napoleon, are
no more. Well may we exclaim, “How
are the mighty fallen!” And again
we have brought home to us the Bible
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lesson, “By strength shall no man pre-
vail.” The hammer wears itself out
on the anvil. The use of force invites
retaliation by force, one having to
yield to the greater. Thus as human
history rolls on, the great seize power
only to be crushed by a greater power.
The rise and fall of the mighty (the
higher the rise the greater and more
humiliating the fall) seems to be the
very essence of man’s sinful record.
And ‘that record will continue to be
written in blood as other Caesars and
Hitlers who are still with us and seem-
ingly are oblivious to what has gone
before, will create another cycle of
rise and fall. Stubborn, stiff-necked
man will not learn the lesson history
teaches, and eventually God will have
to call a halt to its senseless round.

“The World’s Last Chance”

It was with a sense.of great urgency
that the delegates of forty-six nations
(listed in the New York Times, April
26) met in San Francisco on April 25
to consider ways and means for setting
up a world-security organization that
would check future wars and help to
supply the material needs of nations,
the lack of which often is the excuse
for the starting of wars.

The opening speeches reflected this
urgency. While the statesmen upon
whom was laid the responsibility of
directing the conference hardly. dared
to hope that all the problems that di-
vided nations could be solved, they all
alike seemed to feel that the compul-

. sion of world circumstances demanded

that something be done to put the war
dogs on a stout leash in order to keep
civilization from being wholly torn
asunder.

President Truman, in addressing
the conference from the White House
at its opening, said: “You members of
this conference are to be the architects
of the better world. In your hands
rests our future. . . . With ever-
increasing brutality and destruction
modern warfare, if unchecked, would
ultimately crush all civilization. We
still have a choice between alter-
natives: the continuation of interna-
tional chaos—or the establishment of
a world organization for the enforce-
ment of peace.”—New York Times,
April 26:

The eloquent speech of Anthony.

Eden, foreign minister of Great Brit-
ain, given the next day after the con-
vening of the conference, more than
any other reflected the sense of ur-
gency of the conference. He said:
“Either we must find some means
of ordering our relations with justice
and fair dealing while allowing na-
tions, great and small, full opportunity
to develop their free and independent

JUNE 7, 1945

life, or we shall soon head for another
world conflict, which this time must
bring the utter destruction of civiliza-
tion in its train. It is, therefore, no
exaggeration to say that the work on
which we are making a start here may
be the world’s last chance.” (Italics
ours.)

Cordell Hull, former United States
Secretary of State, who worked so
hard for the convening of the confer-
ence, sent a message in which he said,
“I regard this meeting of the United
Nations as one of the turning peints
in history. The decisions made there
will guide the destinies of the human
race for generations to come. . . .
We of this day and age are offered an
opportunity which, once lost, may
never recur.”

“The End of the Road”

Raymond B. Fosdick, former under-
secretary general of the League of
Nations, now president of the Rocke-
feller Foundation, writes in the New
York Times Magazine (April 22) on
the subject “‘Our Last Chance’—at
San Francisco.” He says:

“Modern science has at last brought
us face to face with a decision which
we can no longer evade. Thanks to
our chemists and physicists, war as a
method of settling disputes between
nations has become so monstrous in
its destruction that it is now a vast
canopy of death spread over a black-
ened and smoking world. . . . Science
has resolved the slaughter of the hu-
man race almost to a mathematical
formula.
the equation will be filled in during
the next few years in laboratories
around the world. All that science
needs is just a little more time. The
next war, if it comes, will be a matter
of switchboards and push buttons, re-
leasing annihilation on a scale which
will make the destruction of the pres-
ent war seem amateurish. No nation
will be exempt; all will be involved in
epidemic calamity.”

Mr. Fosdick says that the scientists
now “are themselves frightened by the
powers of carnage which they have

created,” and ‘“‘even more frightened

by the new powers which are almost
within their reach.”

How solemn are the following words
of this famous world observer: “Thus
at long last we come to the end of the
road, face to face with our final chance.
This time we cannot postpone the is-
sue; we cannot complacently sit back
and say that the matter of peace has
to be left to the slow processes of evo-
lution. Man has suddenly become the
architect of his own fate, the molder
of his own future, and there is an im-
minence about that future from which
he cannot wriggle away. This time
the stakes are life or death on a ter-
restrial scale. This time we roll the
dice with destiny.” (Italics ours.)

(Continued on page 23)
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Consideration of Some Questions on Tithes and Offerings

[NorE~—In February the writer of this
article contributed 1o these columns a study
on tithes and offerings. An Ohio brother,
who appreciated the study, asked some ques-
tions regarding details, not fully covered.
We invited Elder Roberts to reply to the
questions. He has kindly complied, and we
are glad to give his best understanding of
these matters.—EDITORS. ]

1. If a poor man cannot support his
family on his very meager income of,
say, forty dollars a month, how can he
support his fomily on that income
after deducting four dollars’ tithe?

The obvious implication of this ques-
tion could also well preclude the keep-
ing of the Sabbath, for a man keeping
no Sabbath and earning five dollars a
day seven days a week and needing
every dollar for the support of his
family would find himself at greater
comparative loss to sacrifice one sev-
enth of his income ($5) by observing
the Sabbath than by sacrificing one
tenth of his income ($3.50) in the pay-
ment of tithe. God’s plan calls for
both these sacrifices; and after a long
lifetime of observation from youth to
old age the psalmist could say of all
who were faithful, “Yet have I not
seen the righteous forsaken, nor his
seed begging bread.” Ps. 87:25.

There are two types of sacred funds,
the first, tithes; the second, offerings.
In offerings it is possible that poor
men will go too far in their liberality,
but God does not expect them to do
this. We are told, “For if there be
first a willing mind,
it is aceepted ac-
cording to that a
man hath, and not
according to that he
hath not [provided,
of course, he gives
“according to that
he hath”].” 2 Cor.
8:12.

“Our God is not a
taskmaster, and does
not require the poor
man to give means
to the cause that be-
longs to his family,
-and that should be
used to keep them in
comfort and above
pinching want.”—
Testimonies, Vol.
IT1, p. 411.

“They [ministers]
. . . should not allow
the poor to pay large
pledges. . . . Qur
preaching brethren
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should be well informed of whom they
accept pledges.”—Ibid.

The tithe, however, is on a different
basis. We have this word, “Like the
Sabbath, a tenth of the increase is
sacred.”—Ibid., p. 895.

“As to the amount required, God
has specified one tenth of the increase.
... He has required a tenth, and this
He claims as the very least that man
should return to Him. He says, I give
you nine tenths, while I require one
tenth; that is Mine.”—Ibid., p. 394.

The payment of the one tenth brings
no actual loss, for “through His bless-
ing He made their nine tenths worth
more to them [His people of old] than
the entire amount without His bless-
ing.”—Ibid., p. 404.

This, together with all other things
“written aforetime,” was “written for
our learning.” The promise of a
poured-out material blessing under-
writes and precludes the possibility of
one’s impoverishing himself or his
family by the paying of a faithful
tithe, even “all the tithe.”

Does Tithing Make One Poor?

2. If poor people pay tithe, do they
not become objects of charity? Has
evidence ever been collected on this

point? .
Tithing is a divinely ordained
statute. “As the Israelites were about

to be established as a nation, the law

The Blessings That Come Through Adherence to the Divine Command to “Bring Ye All
the Tithes Into the Storehouse” (‘annot De Counted

of tithing was reaffirmed, as one of the
divinely ordained statutes upon obedi--
ence to which their prosperity de-
pended.”—Patriarchs and Prophets,
p. 525.

“The treasury will be full if all
adopt this system, and the contribu-
tors will not be left the poorer.”—Tes-
timonies, Vol, III, p. 389. “When they
[God’s people] . . . complied with His
requirements, honoring Him with their
substance, their barns were filled with
plenty.”—1bid., p. 395. “The tithing
system was no burden to those who
did not depart from the plan.”—Ibid.,
p. 392. “Every sacrifice made for
Christ enriches the giver.”—Ibid.,
Vol. 1V, p. 219.

“Before asking them to leave their
nets and fishing boats, Jesus had given
them the assurance that God would
supply their needs. The use of Peter’s
boat for the work of the gospel had
been richly repaid. He who is ‘rich
unto all that call upon Him,” has said,
‘Give, and it shall be given unto you:
good measure, pressed down, and
shaken together, and running over.”
Rom. 10:12; Luke 6:38." In this
measure He had rewarded the dis-
ciple’s service. And every sacrifice
that is made in His ministry will be
recompensed according to ‘the exceed-
ing riches of His grace’” Eph. 3:20;
2:7.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 249.

“We are never called upon to make
a, real sacrifice for
God.”—Ministry of
Healing, p. 473.

I have tabulated
the record of many
thousands of tithe-
payers in the home-
land and foreign
fields and have yet to
find one faithful
tithepayer who com-
plained of God’s fail-
ure to provide. On
the contrary, many
have testified to spe-
cial provision par-
ticularly  attribut-
able to blessing upon
tithe paying. Some
even who were un-
faithful in other re-
spects testify in the
same way. Through
these blessings the
Lord seems to bear
special witness to
unbelievers.
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No Inequality

3. Is there not an inequality in the
tithing plan, making it much more
difficult for the poor than for the rich
o pay the tenth?

“God’s plan in the tithing system is
beautiful in its simplicity and equal-
ity.”—Testimonies, Vol, III, p. 388.

The seeming inequality exists only
in the mind of man. The poor man
is wont to say, “It is certainly easy
for the man with a large income to
pay tithe, because he has plenty left
for himself.” The rich are wont to
say, “Certainly the small amount the

- poor man pays must be very easy. If
he paid the amount I do he would
know what sacrifice really means.”
The poor man does not and cannot un-
derstand the terrible grip riches ob-
tain upon the heart nor the sacrifice
required of the rich to pay out “one
whole tenth of a large increase.” And
the rich man does not and cannot un-
derstand the sacrifice necessary to the
poor man in giving only a paltry one
tenth of such a small total increase.
It is true that the poor man may have
the spiritual advantage, because his
tithe paying must be altogether a mat-
ter of loving, trusting faith, whereas
it would be possible for a rich person
to pay from a sense of duty alone.

It is true that the sacrifice may be
greater for the poor man. “They make
just as great, and even greater, sacri-
fices than their more wealthy breth-
ren.”—Ibid., p. 412,

“There is a sacredness in the poor
man’s offering that is not found in the
rich man’s gift; for the rich give of
their abundance.”—Ibid., p. 399. But
the sacrifice is not too great. “The
poor will not complain of systematic
benevolence; for it touches them
lightly.”—Ibid., p. 412.

Be Liberal With the Lord

4. Should one pay tithe on gifts of
volue?

“Every good gift . .
above.” James 1:17.

“All the good things we have are a
loan from our Saviour.”—Ibid., p. 397.

“He has made them His stewards,
and has placed in their possession
money, houses, and lands. All these
are to be regarded as the Lord’s
goods.”—Ibid., Vol. IX, p. 245.

If a gift, whether by inheritance or
otherwise, brings to us an actual in-
crease of useful possessions or in-
crease for use in living, it may prop-
erly be termed “increase” and can well
be considered as another added and
happy occasion for worship in tithing.
Wholly useless gifts would not be on
the basis of an “increase.”

5. Should the gross or net income be
tithed? :

“All the tithe of the land, whether
of the seed of the land, or of the fruit
of the tree, is the Lord’s: it is holy
unto the Lord.” Lev. 27:30. “Thou
shalt truly tithe all the increase of

. is from

thy seed, that the field bringeth forth
year by year.” Deut. 14:22. “At the
end of three years thou shalt bring
forth all the tithe of thine increase
the same year, and shalt lay it up
within thy gates.” Deut. 14:28,

The tithe should be paid on the
“increase.” Webster tells us that in-
crease means “the amount by which
anything is augmented.”” The gross
income is “total earnings without de-
ductions.,” The net income is that
“remaining after the deduction of all
charges, outlay, loss, ete.”

To determine the increase there
should be deducted from the gross
income all expense aside from ene’s
own labor that was entailed in pro-
ducing the gross amount, the balance
being the net income, or the increase.

“As to the amount required, God has
specified one tenth of the increase,
This is left to the conscience and be-
nevolence of men, whose judgment in
this tithing system should have free
play.”—Ibid., p. 894. It is well to
remember in this connection that the
individual is allowed by the Lord to
do all the caleulating. The Holy Spirit
aids the sincere one, and the récording
angel makes an exact report above for
use in the final judgment.

6. Is overpayment of tithe any more
an honest tithe than underpayment?

The Lord does not require any over-
payment. From the surplus our heav-
enly Father expects that gratitude
offerings ample to support the cause in
all its aspects will be made. If one is
in question as to the exact amount it
is always safe to exceed rather than
fall short. “In determining the pro-
portion to be given to the cause of
God, be sure to exceed, rather than
fall short of, the requirements of
duty.”—Ibid., Vol. IV, p. 485.

7. Should one who backslides and
then returns to the Lord recognize the
tithe responsibility during the time
of backsliding, and -if so, might not
his case be a financially impossible
one?

The question could as well be raised,
should one restore funds that while he
was in a backslidden state he had with-
held from a Dbusiness associate?
Would his professed reconversion re-
lieve him of just obligation to return
to his associate funds dishonestly re-
tained? The answer to these ques-
tions is obvious. Surely, therefore,
one should expect to do no less for his
God who rescued him from His back-
slidden state. '

The message of Malachi 8 particu-

"larly ealls for a return to God. There-

fore, it is certainly and very definitely
addressed to backsliders. God is call-
ing them from their backsliding.
Israel had backslidden so far that
among their most prominent sins was
that of actually robbing God Himself,
and it was pointed out that before they
could rid themselves of the curse and
again come into His favor, they should

- that T had given in her home.
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restore the tithe. No doubt there were
many other sins that separated them
from God, but among them all, this
sin of robbery toward Him was
pointed out as outstanding. Once
corrected, it would return them to the
favor of God, financially at least.

If one is absolutely never able to
restore his neighbor’s goods, the
neighbor, if a true Christian, will for-
give, Certainly, then, if one is never
able to restore that which he has with-
held from God, he may depend fully
upon the forgiveness of a loving heav-
enly Father, who welcomes and re-
ceives any prodigal son, though he
may -have altogether wasted his own
and his Father’s substance, even in
riotous living, and is never able to
pay. Under these circumstances his
sin is dealt with by repentance and
forgiveness alone. God does not re-
quire the impossible of His repentant
children, Only to the extent of one’s
ability, as God sees that ability, does
He expect restoration. To restore the
tithe does not earn God’s forgiveness,
nor does it change the fact or nature
of our sin of robbery. It does, how-
ever, make possible our forgiveness
and restoration to divine favor. It
makes possible the removal of the
curse and the pouring out of an abun-
dant blessing.

Hungry Hearts

N the mimeographed paper, Acts of
I Qur Colporteurs (for the South-

‘western Union) we find this story:

“In one community where I sold a
great many books one of the women
asked whether I would give ‘that ser-
mon’ to her neighbor—the same one
(It was
a canvass for Bible Readings and the
health book.) I told her that I would
be glad to. The woman made the ap-
pointment with her friend next door,
and I gave the canvass as before, The
result was the sale of a set. As a
consequence I was asked to come out
to her home each Friday night to give
Bible studies.

“The first night we had forty-one
people in attendance. At the time of
the next meeting it rained very hard.
The pastor of the little church in the
community called for a meeting that
Friday evening also. I was told that
he had only four people out—the two
preachers and two ladies. That rainy -
Friday evening I had eighteen people,
including two of the deacons from the
church mentioned above, The last
two meetings have been attended by
the preacher himself and his wife.

“We now have a regular attendance
of between forty-five and fifty people
each Friday night. Last Friday
evening we had fifty-three present.
Truly souls are seeking the truth. It
is up to God’s servants to find them.”
—J0sEPH C. GREENE.
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The Preacher and His Preaching—Part 5

. . . make it a bearer of good

will.L” The words challenged me
as I saw them in an exhibit room of
the great Franklin Institute in Phila-
delphia.

“The power of speech,” says Christ’s
Object Lessons (page 335), “is a tal-
ent that should be diligently eculti-
vated. Of all the gifts we have re-
ceived from God, none is capable of
being a greater blessing than this.
With the voice we convinee and
persuade; with it we offer prayer
and praise to God, and with it
we tell others of the Redeemer’s
love. How important, then, that
it be so trained as to be most ef- -
fective for good.” This counsel
was not written especially for
ministers. But if it applies to
all Christians, how much more
does it apply to ministers. For
the voice of the minister may be
considered, from a professional
point of view at least, his chief
stock in trade.

What kind of voice do you,
Friend Minister, have, and how
do you use it? '

Y OUR voice is your messenger,

The Voice of fesus

Have you stopped to listen to
. the voice of Jesus? Ordinary
people and cultured scholars
alike ‘“wondered at the gracious
words which proceeded out of
His mouth.” He spoke “as one
having authority, and not as the
serives.” The Desire of Ages says
that “the beauty of His countenance,
the loveliness of His character, above
all, the love expressed in look and tone
litalics mine]}, drew to Him all who
were not hardened in unbelief.”—
Page 254. “His voice was as music
to those who had listened to the mo-
notonous tones of the rabbis.”—
Page 253. From more than twoscore
references to Jesus’ voice found in
The Desire of Ages, I cull the follow-
ing phrases describing that matchless
voice: “firm yet gentle authority”;
“clear, ringing”; “solemnly yet
kindly”’; “gently said”; ‘“clear, au-
thoritative voice’’; “pronounced
softly”; “quiet words of command”;
“mild and patient words”; “spoke with
utmost gentleness”’; “soft and melodi-
ous”; “earnest, rather than vehe-
ment.”

Why did the Master’s voice exhibit
such satisfying qualities? Because
He was the incarnation of beauty and
truth and love and all the graces of the
Spirit, and out of the abundance of
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‘“Ministers and Teachers . .

Clear

Speak Well

By CHARLES E. WENIGER

H. A. ROBERTS

Ttterance,

His heart His mouth spoke. Voice is
but an external indication of the real
man that is down inside. “Your voice
is you,” is the first sentence of a very
challenging little book on speech
(What Your Voice Reveals, by Helen
Hathaway) that every minister could
well afford to read.

Fundamental Voice Qualities

Let us analyze some fundamental
voice qualities in the light of the prin-
ciples discussed in preceding articles
in this series. If the chief purpose of
the preacher’s speaking is to give his
message to his hearers, the voice is
merely the medium of exchange. It
should therefore be used not as an end
in itself but as a means toward an
end. Whatever in the preacher’s voice
calls attention to itself, whether it is
slovenliness or excessive nicety, hin-
ders the hearer’s receiving the mes-
sage, since, in either case, method
takes precedence of message. The
voice should be an absolutely transpar-
ent medium of exchange. The hearer
should remember the message, not the
way it was said.

. Should Learn to Speak. Not
in a Nervous, IIurried Manner, but With Slow. Distinct,
Preserving the Music of the Veice”

In the first place, the voice should be
strong and full. This is a matter of
abdominal support of the breath, of
diaphragmatic breathing. The throat
should be an utterly relaxed channel
through which the breath stream
flows. A round, full tone cannot pro-
ceed from a tight, pinched throat; and
a relaxed throat cannot exist in a
tired, tense body. The servant of the
Lord must learn to relax mental and
physical stress under the smile
of God, and give his body a
chance to support his voice.

Says Counsels to Teachers,
page 239: “Those who have de-
fects in their manner of utter-
ance . . . should perseveringly
practice speaking in a low, dis-
tinet tone, exercising the abdom-
inal museles in deep breathing,
and making the throat the chan-
nel of communication.” Many
speakers err in shouting loudly
from a tired, pinched throat,
rather than supporting their
tone with a smooth, deep abdom-
inal breath. Being heard is
more a matter of well-supported
and projected tone than of mere
volume,

Next in importance, perhaps,
is the matter of articulation.
“When you speak,” says Mrs.
E. G. White (Testimonies, Vol.
VI, p. 383), “let every word be
full and well rounded, every
sentence clear and distinct, to the very
last word.” Clean-cut articulation—
the breaking up of the skeleton of
words into their several joints—in-
volves vigorous use of lips, tongue, and
jaws. It is surprising how many per-
sons insist on straining their speech
through barely parted lips, as if to
purée the mental food that they serve
their hearers. Notice the tightness of
many jaws, the deadness of many lips,
the laziness of many tongues, and hear
the pinched, colorless tones that pro-
ceed from such physical mechanisms.

You must learn to let the lower jaw
swing freely, the lips move readily,
and the tongue play its part in clean-
cut speech. Open your mouth and let
the sound out. Don’t mumble or
swallow your words. Toss your words,
like little rubber balls, into the laps of
your hearers. Take some phrase like
“digital agility” and say it over and
over, with absolutely free jaw, lips,
and tongue; and then communicate the
results to your general articulation.

Before leaving the matter of dis-
tinctness in speaking, let us, by way
of parenthesis, observe that reading
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intelligently is only the second step of
speaking distinctly. Perhaps there is
more than a modicum of truth in
Mark Twain’s comment: “The average
clergyman could not fire into his con-
gregation with a shofgun and hit a
worse reader than himself, unless the
weapon scattered shamefully. 1 am
not meaning to be flippant and irrev-
erent, I am only meaning fo be truth-
ful. The average clergyman, in all
countries and of all denominations, is
a very bad reader.” How do you
read? Are you accurate, intellec-
tually awake, emotionally fired, keenly
sensitive that you are communicating

the Word of God-to hungry minds and

hearts? Or are you reading to your-
self, oblivious of the people before
you? The challenge to more accept-
able reading looms high before the
men who bear the vessels of the Lord’s
house.

The Sound of the Voice

The matter of voice quality is also
important. Does the sound of your
voice really please the listener’s ear?
Is it resonant? Or is .it nasal, or
“tinny,” or strident, or hoarse, or rau-

cous, or throaty, or otherwise dis-

pleasing? Is the prevailing pitch too
high or too low, or do you tend to lull
your hearers to sleep by a deadly mo-
notony of tone? And do you speak
too rapidly, or do you drawl! along in
a spiritless fashion that keeps your
hearers wondering what you are going
to say, or—worse—completing your
thought in their own mind before you
have uttered it? -

Note these pungent suggestions
from Counsels to Teachers, page 239
“A nasal tone or an ungainly attitude
should be at once corrected.” “Many
speak in a rapid way, and in a high,
unnatural key. Such a practice will
injure the throat and lungs.” “Min-
isters and teachers . . . should learn
to speak, not in a nervous, hurried
mannper, but with slow, distinet, clear
utterance, preserving the music of the
voice.”

Ah, there is the point! We must
preserve ‘“‘the music of the voice.” God
gives men voices inherently or poten-
tially musical. It is our task to re-
move the hindrances that keep “the
music of the voice” from having free
play. Voice training consists largely
in removing hindrances and develop-
ing latent abilities—it does not add
extraneous “graces’ to the voice.

Let the minister also beware of poor
phrasing, and the tendency, which
does not decrease with age, to say
“uh” and “er.” This usually indicates
a thought-less hesitation rather than
a thought-full pausing. Silence is
preferable to “and-uh.” Kill the
habit.

Carefulness in Pronunciation

How he pronounces his words may
also greatly mar the preacher’s mes-
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sage. I am not so much interested in
the minister’s ability to speak long,
difficult words with scholarly agility,
as I am in hig careful pronunciation
of the ordinary Dbread-and-butter
words of daily life. Beware of lemme,
gimme, didja, wanta, for let me, give
me, did you, want to. Don’t be slov-
enly. Don’t confuse sounds: say get,
not git; radish, not redish; miracle,
not mericle; stomach, not stummick.
And be sure that you pronounce ac-
curately the common words of your
technical Guidebook: say seth for
saith  (only one syllable); say
throughly, not thoroughly, when you
read 2 Timothy 3:17 in the King
James Version; note privily (the first
% is short, not long as in private)
pronounce shew like show, not shoe.
Check your pronunciation of Biblical
proper names. Don’t say Orphah for
Orpah; Jepthah for Jephthah; Chin-
nereth (with ch as in chin) for Chin-
nereth, which begins with the k-
sound. In Hebrew proper names ch
is always hard like k, except in the one
word Rachel.

These are only a few typical sugges-
tions in pronunciation. The general
problem merits the preacher’s most
careful attention. There are many
who err greafly in this respect.

The preacher’s grammar also needs
attention. Do you say he don’t for
he doesn’t? Let everyone give their
Investment Fund, using their instead
of his? TFor you and I, instead of me?
Work earnestly, prayerfully, to make
your language usage flawless. Catch
the inspiration of the disciples’ lan-
guage facility after Pentecost: “From
this time forth the language of the
disciples was pure, simple, and accu-
rate, whether they spoke in their
native tongue or in a foreign lan-
guage.”—Acts of the Apostles, p. 40.

Careful, discriminating reading of
the best literature and thoughtful lis-
tening to the best speakers will
greatly help the preacher fo use ac-
ceptably the best English. Uncon-
scious imitation of the best is of su-
preme value.

Increasing the Vocabulary

Finally, there is the matter of vo-
cabulary., Let it be wide and exact
—not abstruse or high sounding—but
exact. “Never search for words that
will give the impression that you are
learned.”—Testimonies, Vol. VI, p.
383. Avoid the trite, the expression
that has grown moss-covered with the
years. Search as for hidden treasure
in order to use just the right word for
your meaning. Avoid commonplace
words like awful, nice, terrible, fine,
unless you use them meaningfully;
and beware of superlatives, unless you
are sure of your ground—then use
them sparingly. Even Moses was con-
tent to describe the work of Jehovah
at the close of the sixth day in the
sublimely simple phrase which we
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have translated “very good.” Study
the Bible and other choice examples of
great world literature, looking closely
at words; employ an accepted un-
abridged dictionary and a standard
word book, such as Hartrampf’s Vo-
cabulories; and add daily to your word
hoard. Precision of vocabulary is one
mark of the careful thinker. How do
you rate? .

Over the main reading-room en-
trance of one of our great libraries is
a motto which, freely translated,
reads: -“Not only the gem but the
jewel-casket, not only the light but the
lampstand.” In preaching, it is not
only the meaning but the method, not
only. the message but the manner, that
is important. Remember: “With some
souls the manner of the one delivering
the message will determine ifs recep-
tion or rejection