“Never feel that Christ is far
away. He is always near. His loving

" presence surrounds you. Seek Him
- as' One who desires to be found
- “of you, He desires you not only to
touch His garments, but to walk
“with Him in constant commun-
-jon.”’— The Ministry of Hedling, p. 85.
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THE finest art of communication is
prayer. What a wonderful privilege
it is to talk to God! Prayer is the
supreme resource of the soul and the
first business of the church. Through
prayer we learn to reason with God.
Without prayer one can accomplish lit-
tle; with it one can do the impossible.
When we have reached the limit of our
material resources we can always lift our
heart to God in prayer.

When Jesus was upon earth He spoke
approvingly of what the prophet Isaiah
had said concerning the relationship of
prayer and His church. “Even them will
1 bring to my holy mountain,” He said,
“and make them joyful in my house of
prayer: their burnt offerings and their
sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine
altar; for mine house shall be called an
house of prayer for all people” (Isa.
56:7; Matt. 21:13).

In times such as these when the world
faces crises of such great magnitude, how
eager every member of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church should be to partici-
pate in another Week of Prayer—a week
that is dedicated solely to the idea of
prayer, a time when every member of
the church is given opportunity to meet
together in seasons of earnest prayer and
Christian fellowship. There is no time in
the year when the entire church is called
together solely for heart searching and
power seeking other than during this
week that is so familiarly known to us as
the Week of Prayer.

There is great power in united prayer.
“We sustain a loss when we neglect the
privilege of associating together to
strengthen and encourage one another in
the service of God.”"—Steps to Christ, p.
101. Jesus said, “For where two or three
are gathered together in my name, there
am I in the midst of them” (Matt.
18:20).

The daily newspapers and weekly mag-
azine reports indicate clearly and dis-
tinctly to Seventh-day Adventists that
Bible prophecy concerning the last days
is rapidly being fulfilled. The coming of
the Lord is right upon us. The chief con-
cern of the people of God today should
be the preparation of body, mind, and
spirit for the finishing of the work of
God in the earth so that Jesus can come.

The messenger of the Lord has sol-
emnly stated that “could the curtain be
rolled back, could you discern the pur-
poses of God and the judgments that are
about to fall upon a doomed world,
could you see your own attitude, you
would fear and tremble for your own
souls and for the souls of your fellow
men. Earnest prayers of heart-rending
anguish would go up to heaven. You
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would weep between the porch and the
altar, confessing your spiritual blindness
and backsliding.”—Testimonies, vol. 6,
p- 408.

Come, let us all heed the summons to

united prayer during this week. Let us '
give thoughtful attention to the readings
that have been especially prepared. And

let us present to the Lord a sacrificial of-

fering for the advancement of His work. -

GENERAL CONFERENCE OFFICERS

Meet the Writers . . .

[The Week of Prayer messages are prepared many
months in advance, to J)rovide ample time for trans-
lation around the world.
were released for publication, the various writers were
serving the church as here indicated.—Ebs.]

SasBaTH, November 9—R. R. Figuhr
is president of the General Conference.
First elected to this heavy responsibility
in 1954, he is now in his tenth year of
service in this capacity. He appeals to the
membership to claim Christ’s power for
victorious living.

Sunpay, November 10—Robert H.
Pierson is president of the Southern Afri-
can Division. He has served in this post
since 1958. The Southern African Divi-
sion, with about 200,000 members, is the
second largest division in the world, be-
ing exceeded only by North America.
Elder Pierson sketches a few of the signs
in the world that point to the soon com-
ing of Christ.

Monpay, November 11—P. W. Woo,
who would be addressed as Woo Pil Won
in the Far East, is Korean Union Mission
evangelist. His message was written in
the Korean language. His home field has
produced a rich harvest of souls for the
Advent message during the past few
years. Evangelist Woo makes a strong ap-
peal for earnest study of the Word.

Tuespay, November 12—Arthur H.
Roth is secretary to the president of the
General Conference. He came to this
post in 1962 after many years of service
in the Inter-American Division, the last
eight as president. In his message he ad-
dresses the church on a subject of major
importance, “Strong Homes for a Strong
Church.”

WEeEDNEspAY, November 13—Wadie Fa-
rag, of Alexandria, Egypt, is editor of the
Ellen G. White manuscripts translated
into Arabic. A second-generation Advent-
ist whose father’s first contact with the
church was at a meeting where the min-
ister preached on tithing, he makes a
good case for the importance of giving
in his message, “The Bank of Heaven.”

TuurspAY, November 14—F. R. Mil-
lard is an associate secretary of the Gen-
eral Conference. He was elected to this
responsibility at the 1958 General Con-
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At the time these messages
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ference session after being president of
the Japan Union Mission for 13 years.
Elder Millard emphasizes the importance
bf prayer and personal intercession in
winning souls for Christ.

Fripay, November 15—O0dd Jordal is
secretary of the Sabbath school depart-
fment and ministerial association of the
Northern European Division. This large
division, with headquarters not far from
London, includes not only the British
Isles and Scandinavian countries but Fin-
and, Iceland, Greenland, the Nether-
nds, Poland, and mission fields in Af-
ica. Elder Jordal confronts youth with a
ighty challenge. ’

SasBaTtH, November 16—£Ellen G.
White is recognized by Seventh-day Ad-
entists as God's special messenger to the
emnant church. The reading, “Christ
nd His Church,” was prepared from her
yritings by the E. G. White Publications
fiice at denominational headquarters,
Vashington, D.C.
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eighborhood Evangelism

Qctober 5
Church Missionary Offering October 5
Vioice of Prophecy Offering October 12
Sabbath School Visitors’ Day Qctober 12
Community Relations Day October 19
Temperance Day Offering October 26
Witnessing Laymen November 2
Church Missionary Offering November 2
Week of Prayer November 9-16
Week of Sacrifice Offering November 16

Nov. 23-Jan. 4, 1964

gathering Campai
s December 7

o}
hurch Missionary Offering

In 1849 a company of Sabbathkeeping Adventists

whose background was the Millerite movement began
to| publish a paper called The Present Truth. In 1850
they also published five issues of The Advent Review.
November, 1850, these two papers merged under
th¢ name, Second Advent Review and Sabbath Her-
ald, now titled simply Review anp HEerarpd. Its
edjtorial objective remains unchanged-—to preach ““the
everlasting gospel’’ in the context of the Sabbath, the
Setond Advent, and other truths distinctive of the
Advent Movement.
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Vtctortous Ltvmg

overcomers. We hope and sing of

that great day when the heavenly
gates will open to admit the redeemed of
earth:

“Throw open wide the pearly gates

And let the victors in.”
The victorious will enter in through the
gates and possess the city.

Victory means “bringing into captivity
every thought to the obedience of Christ”
(2 Cor. 10:1-5). The New English Bible
translation of this verse is: “We compel
every human thought to surrender in
obedience to Christ.” *

“Those who come up to every point,
and stand every test, and overcome, be
the price what it may, have heeded the
counsel of the True Witness, and they
will receive the latter rain, and thus be
fitted for translation.”—Testimonies, vol.
1, p. 187.

The battlefield of this decisive warfare
is the human heart. It is a war not
against others but against evil in the
heart, against natural inclinations to sin,
against wrong habits and practices,
against attachments to and love for un-
holy things. Inherent propensities to evil
as well as acquired tendencies firmly es-
tablished through long practice must be
brought into subjection. All sin must be
overcome.

In a deeply penitential psalm, David
refers to his innate bent to evil: “Be-
hold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in
sin did my mother conceive me” (Ps.
51:5). Millenniums of sinning by our
forebears have transmitted the same urge
to us. As we have yielded to these inner
urges, habits have become fixed until we
are hopelessly and helplessly under the
power of evil. It is imperative that we
comprehend the seriousness of our situa-
tion and the need of divine assistance
for deliverance. The issue facing each
one is eternal life or eternal death. Which
it shall be is determined by each individ-
ual. “It remains for us to choose whether
we will be set free from the bondage of
sin, to share the glorious liberty of the
sons of God.”"—Steps to Christ, p. 44.

This choice each must make. No one
else can make it for us, not even the
angels of heaven. But to make the right
choice and to continue in that choice
brings certain victory. While the choice
between right and wrong is ours, when

THE new earth will be peopled by
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once it is made for right, divine aid is at
our command. “Through the grace given
us we may achieve victories that because
of our own erroneous and preconceived
opinions, our defects of character, our
smallness of faith, have seemed impossi-
ble.”—The Ministry of Healing, p. 159.

Speaking of Peter’s spiritual ladder, in
2 Peter 1:5-8, the messenger of the Lord
says: “These words are full of instruc
tion, and strike the key-note of victory.”
-—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 530. We
are familiar with the apostle’s admoni-
tion to add continually to what we al-
ready possess. We start with faith. To it
we must add in increasing measure, vir-
tue, spiritual knowledge, temperance, pa-
tience, godliness, kindness, and love.
“The apostle presents before the believ-
ers the ladder of Christian progress, every
step of which represents advancement in
the knowledge of God, and in the climb-
ing of which there is to be no standstill.”
—JIbid. Victory means advance. A vic
torious army does not stand still. It moves
forward. So it is with the Christian—
only he advances upward.

DEVOTIONAL
MESSAGES

for the

WEEK OF PRAYER

To Be Read in Al
Seventh- day Advenhst
" Churches . -
NOVEMBER 9 ’ro 16
‘ 1963

In seeking to overcome and to live a
life of obedience to Christ, it is essential
that we understand the office and minis-
try of the Holy Spirit in Christian living.

“In describing to His disciples the of-
fice work of the Holy Spirit, Jesus sought
to inspire them with the joy and hope
that inspired His own heart. . . . The
power of evil had been strengthening for
centuries, and the submission of men to
this satanic captivity was amazing. Sin
could be resisted and overcome only
through the mighty agency of the Third
Person of the Godhead, who would come
with no modified energy, but in the full-
ness of divine power. It is the Spirit that
makes effectual what has been wrought
out by the world’s Redeemer. It is by the
Spirit that the heart is made pure.
Through the Spirit the believer becomes
a partaker of the divine nature. Christ has
given His Spirit as a divine power to over-
come all hereditary and cultivated tend-
encies to evil, and to impress His own
character upon His church.”—The De-
sire of Ages, p. 671.

Satan, the Accuser

We have an astute enemy who stands
ready to utilize every weapon, honorable
and dishonorable, to bring about our
defeat. If he can bring discouragement
to the struggling Christian, he gains a
great advantage. He delights to call up
the failures of the past, to point out that
our efforts have proved futile, that we
still err, that we come short.

“The tempter stands by to accuse them
[God’s people], as he stood by to resist
Joshua. He points to their filthy gar-
ments, their defective characters. He pre-
sents their weakness and folly, their sins
of ingratitude, their unlikeness to Christ,
which has dishonored their Redeemer.
He endeavors to affright them with the
thought that their case is hopeless, that
the stain of their defilement will never
be washed away. He hopes so to destroy
their faith that they will yield to his
temptations, and turn from their alle-
giance to God. . . .

“But while the followers of Christ have
sinned, they have not given themselves
up to be controlled by the satanic agen-
cies. They have repented of their sins,
and have sought the Lord in humility and

contrition; and the divine Advocate
pleads in their behalf. . . . “They may
3




have imperfections of character; they may
have failed in their endeavors; but they
have repented, and I have forgiven and
accepted them.’

“The assaults of Satan are strong, his
delusions are subtle; but the Lord’s eye
is upon His people. Their affliction is
great, the flames of the furnace seem
about to consume them; but Jesus will
bring them forth as gold tried in the fire.
Their earthliness will be removed, that
through them the image of Christ may be
perfectly revealed.”—Prophets and Kings,
pp- 588, 589.

The Overcomers

In chapters 2 and 3 of Revelation, the
triumphant Christian living of God’s
faithful people down through the cen-
turies from apostolic times to ours is
briefly but graphically pictured. The prob-
lems these loyal followers of the Lord
met through these nineteen centuries, the
conditions under which they were forced
to live and labor, the temptations that
assailed them on the right hand and on
the left, the hardships and sufferings they
were called upon to bear, all are por-
trayed. Yet in every age of these many
centuries and under all the varying cir-
cumstances and conditions that obtained,
God’s people lived victoriously. Note the
blessings and rich promises reserved for
them and also for us if we follow in their
train:

“To him that overcometh will I give to
eat of the tree of life, which is in the
midst of the paradise of God” (Rev. 2:7).
That tree, the leaves of which are for the
healing of the nations, shall bear its life-
giving fruit for the redeemed. They shall
eat thereof and live. Again we read: “He
that overcometh shall not be hurt of the
second death” (verse 11). He may have
passed through the portals of the tomb
once, but he shall never again be com-
pelled to pass that way. Endless life will
be his. The overcomer shall eat of the
"hidden manna” and bear a new and
meaningful name, the full significance of
which only he and God will know. The
overcomer will “have power over the na-
tions.” His name will not be blotted out
of the book of life, but Christ will confess
his name before the heavenly Father and
the holy angels.

How glorious is the prospect for the
overcomer. Even in this life he is blessed
with assurance and peace. How surpass-
ingly glorious it is to contemplate the
endless life of the hereafter. We must re-
solve by God’s grace to be among those
who have “gotten the victory,” and who
“stand on the sea of glass, having the
harps of God.”

There is a wonderful record of victori-
ous living of Old Testament people re-
corded in the eleventh chapter of He-
brews. Here noble men and women are

held up as examples for the encourage-
ment of God’s people in all ages. We sel-
dom read the chapter without wondering
about some whose names appear there.
Had we been assigned the task of writing
that chapter the record probably would
be very different from what it is. It is
doubtful that we would have included
some whose names are there. We have
read of their shortcomings and, based
upon this information, have formed hu-
man opinions of them.

There is, for example, Abraham, the
man of faith, who did not hesitate to tell
a shameful lie and risk the future happi-
ness of his wife and home when his own
life appeared in danger. There too is Ja-
cob, the supplanter and deceiver, parts of
whose record do him no credit. Rahab
the harlot is mentioned. The names of
Gideon and Samson appear, bringing to
our minds their shortcomings.

How did these with such frailties find
places among the worthies of Hebrews
11? There is but one answer—they over-
came. By the grace of God defeat was
turned into victory. Jacob the supplanter
became Israel, a prince who prevailed
with God. Abraham became the friend of
God. Rahab, wonderfully transformed
and victorious in subsequent life, found
a place among the honored ancestors of
our Lord.

Notice what the Inspired Record wit-
nesses to their victorious living. It says
they “wrought righteousness.” What a
change! Where before they did evil now
they did right. They “obtained promises”
and “out of weakness were made strong”;
that is, through faith they obtained the
fulfillment of divine promises and
through God's grace became strong. This
is the record of those who appear in
Hebrews 11, and the true account of what
the grace of God can do for weak, erring
mortals.

So God had the names of the over-
comers recorded in that great chapter of
faith and victory. I am glad they are
there. It is encouraging to know that out
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of weaknesses men and women such as
we are were made strong. It is reassuring
to us who battle on, to know that we too
can overcome and finally join in the great
song of victory. It is God’s plan that “they
without us should not be made perfect.”
That is, in God’s great plan of salvation
we too may be included with the victors.

““More Than Conquerors”

The apostle Paul grasped the greatness
and completeness of victory when in Ro-
mans 8, after delineating his own strug-
gles and, at times, feelings of well-nigh de-
spair, he triumphantly exclaimed, “Nay,
in all these things we are more than con-
querors through him that loved us”
(verse 37). We are not simply conquer-
ors, Paul says, barely gaining the victory;
we are, through Christ, overwhelmingly
victorious.

When Lord Nelson reported his tri-
umph over the French fleet in the battle
of the Nile, he said that the word victory
was not a large enough word to describe
what had taken place. That is what the
apostle means when he states that in all
our encounters with temptations and evil,
through Christ who loves us we are more
than conquerors. Our besetting tempta-
tions, our inherited and acquired propen-
sities to evil, are to be completely van-
quished. In our warfare against evil we
are to be more than conquerors.

In 1 Corinthians 15:57 Paul says that
deliverance and victory came to him
through Jesus Christ our Lord. And in
his second letter to the Corinthian be-
lievers, he writes: “Now thanks be unto
God, which always causes us to triumph
in Christ” (2 Cor. 2:14). In another trans-
lation the statement is even more per-
sonal and forceful: “Wherever I go,
thank God, he makes my life a constant
pageant of triumph in Christ” (Mof-
fatt).t This brings to mind that state-
ment by the messenger of the Lord to
which we often allude: “The life of
Christ’s disciples is to be like His, a series
of uninterrupted victories—not seen to

autumn tide is rising on the hills

' fields that mirrer frosty stars at night.

splendor join to make the flood tide bright.

But harvest days are brief—claim now the

right
gather all the blessings that He wills!

td of harvest, Thy church’s autumn years
here—from all the world how rich a tide

Flaws in to Thee! For never earthly yield
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precious is. But end of harvest nears—
reapers hasten, search earth far and wide;

Leave no fair sheaf upon a barren field!
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be such here, but recognized as such in
the great hereafter.”—Gospel Workers,
p- 515.

Does Paul in his statement to the
Corinthians claim to be perfect, above
error? Does the quotation from the mes-
senger of the Lord signify that Christians
never make mistakes? Not at all. Paul,
even as a Christian today, was an erring,
struggling human being. But when mo-
mentarily overcome he did not yield the
battle to the enemy. Paul did what every
Christian today may do—he turned de-
feat into victory. “If you have made
mistakes, you certainly gain a victory if
you see these mistakes and regard them as
beacons of warning. Thus you can turn
defeat into victory, disappointing the en-
emy and honoring your Redeemer.”—
Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 332.

In Christ’s encounter with the evil one
immediately after His baptism, we see the
formula for victorious living:

“Many look on this conflict between
Christ and Satan as having no special
bearing on their own life; and for them
it has little interest. But within the do-
main of every human heart this contro-
versy is repeated.”—The Desire of Ages,
p- 116. Satan attacked Christ where hu-
manity is most vulnerable—on appetite,
on pride, and on absolute loyalty to God.
But Christ overcame fully on every point.
He was completely victorious because He
prayed without ceasing and was thor-
oughly acquainted with the Scriptures.
The enemy could not confuse Him by
misquoting or misapplying God’s Word.
Jesus knew the Scriptures too well to be
led astray. “It is written” was the bul-
wark behind which He took His stand.
By His earthly life He has marked out
the way of victory for us.

Our warfare on earth will soon be
ended. We must make sure that it ends
victoriously. With the apostle Paul we
must be able to exclaim: “I have fought
a good fight, I have finished my course,
I have kept the faith: henceforth there is
laid up for me a crown of righteousness”
(2 Tim. 4:7, 8).

The messenger of the Lord was shown
that indescribably glorious scene when
the crowns are bestowed upon the over-
comers:

“Upon the heads of the overcomers,
Jesus with His own right hand places the
crown of glory. For each there is a crown,
bearing his own ‘new name.’ . . . In every
hand are placed the victor’s palm and
the shining harp. . . . Then that voice,
richer than any music that ever fell on
mortal ear, is heard, saying, ‘Your con-
flict is ended.” ‘Come, ye blessed of My
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world.””
—The Great Controversy, p. 646.

* The New English Bible, New Testament, ® The
Delegates of the Oxford University Press and the
Syndics of the Cambridge University Press 1961.

+ From The Bible: A New Translation by James
Moffatt. Copyright by James Moffatt 1954. Used by
permission of Harper & Row, Publishers, Incor-
porated.
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ary trip in South West Africa. With

brethren from the South African
Union we were prospecting in unentered
territory for suitable places to open new
work. We traveled up through the Etosha
Game Reserve en route to Ovamboland
on the southern border of Angola. Our
base for the last stage of the journey was
an old German fort at Namutoni, now a
ranger station.

Each evening at sundown the gates of
the stockade are closed and locked. Re-
turning from Ondangua, tiny capital of
the Ovambos, we found ourselves in dan-
ger of being locked out. The sun was set-
ting rapidly. We had no illusions about
the safety of spending a night out in the
open with lions, elephants, and other
predatory beasts on the prowl. With less
than five minutes to go we came in sight
of our destination.

What a breathtaking scene lay just
ahead! Unfolding before us, bathed in
the gorgeous hues of a tropical sunset,
stood snow-white Namutoni, etched
against a crimson sky. Minutes later we
drove into the stockade as the watchman
was preparing to close and lock the gate.
We had made it just in time. The sun
had set but we were safe inside.

Today the sun is about to set for the
last time on this old world. Pilgrims
traveling toward eternal safety in the
city of God are within'sight of home.
The shades of night are falling fast
around us. Events point unmistakably to
the end of all things. Soon the gates of
probation will forever close.

As children of God, members of His
remnant church, are we fully aware of
the solemn times in which we live? Do
we recognize in the tremendous events
reported in the daily press and blaring
from our radios the warnings of a setting
sun?

“Black Friday Air Horrors,”
claimed the bold headlines of a recent
issue of the Salisbury Rhodesia Herald.
There followed a sickening account of
three major air crashes, in France, Portu-
gal, and the United States. In a few mo-
ments, without warning, 52 lives were
snuffed out. Scores were badly injured.

A few months ago a large passenger
plane burst into flames 25 miles from
Milan, Italy. An airline official dedlared,

SOME months ago I was on a mission-

ROBERT H. PIERSON

pro-.

“Theoretically . . . the accident was im-
possible.” It may have been theoretically
impossible but death without notice
claimed 68 victims.

We could go on and on with stories of
death without a moment’s warning. Not
only in the air but on railways, and on
sea lanes, confusion and collisions have
occurred.

What do these things mean? They
mean the sun is setting! They mean we
are almost home!

Seventy-three years ago the servant of
the Lord foretold such disasters. She also
interpreted them for God’s church to-
day. On April 21, 1890, Ellen G. White
wrote: ‘“The Lord will arise to shake ter-
ribly the earth. We shall see troubles on
all sides. . . . Disasters by rail will become
more and more frequent; confusion, col-
lision, and death without a moment’s
warning will occur on the great lines of
travel.”—Messages to Young People, pp.
89, 90.

This is the sort of thing our papers
are full of these days!

What does it all mean? The same
author declares, “The end is near, pro-
bation is closing.”—Ibid., p. 90.

“When ye see these things come to
pass,” said Jesus, ‘know.” Know what?
“Know ye that the kingdom of God is
nigh at hand” (Luke 21:31). The sun
Is setting!

“The great controversy is nearing its
end. Every report of calamity by sea or
land [or air] is a testimony to the fact
that the end of all things is at hand.”—
Our High Calling, p. 346. “Now is our
salvation nearer than when we believed”
(Rom. 13:11).

Floods and Earthquakes

In 1960 a series of earthquakes in
Chile sent seismic waves across the Pa-
cific at about 500 miles an hour, forming
tidal waves in Japan. The same quakes
caused small mountains to sink out of
sight and high ground to drop hundreds
of feet, forming new lakes. Geological
surveys revealed that the ground tremors
caused water levels to fluctuate in fara-
way Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and continen-
tal United States. Worse still, an esti-
mated 10,000 people perished in the
tragedy. Many thousands more lost every-
thing they possessed.




“There shall be signs,” Jesus warned
us, “. .. the sea and the waves roaring”
(Luke 21:25). “When ye see these things

, know”—know that the end of all
thmgs is at hand!

In May, 1960, a terrific earthquake
rocked the Moroccan seaport town of
Agadir. The tremors lasted only 12 sec-
onds. Most of the damage was done in
the two ‘‘center” seconds. Time maga-
zine reported: “In that catastrophic mo-
ment, the earth under Agadir moved 4
feet and then wrenched back again,
bringing down 70% of the city and bury-
ing its citizens in the rubble in their
homes. A tidal wave from the Atlantic
swept 300 yards from the shore.” Esti-
mates placed the dead at 12,000.

“Great earthquakes shall be in divers
places,” Jesus said (Luke 21:11).

In her book The Great Controversy
the messenger of the Lord speaks of Sa-
tan exercising his powers through “tidal
waves, and earthquakes” in the last days
(nage 590). “Satan works through the
elements also to garner his harvest of un-
prepared souls.”—Ibid., p. 589. “These
visitations are to become more and more
frequent and disastrous.”—Ibid., p. 590.

“When ye see these things come to
pass, know,” Jesus admonishes us. “Know
ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at
hand.” The sun is setting!

The Insoluble Woes of the Human
Race

Our daily papers are filled with the in-
soluble woes of the human race. The
headlines scream violence, murder, and
crime “so cold-blooded and causeless that
it seems as though every instinct of hu-
manity were blotted out” (Patriarchs and
Prophets, p. 102).

“The world over, cities are becoming
hotbeds of vice. On every hand are the
sights and sounds of evil. Everywhere
are enticements to sensuality and dissi-
pation. The tide of corruption and crime
is continually swelling. Every day brings
the record of violence—robberies, mur-
ders, suicides, and crimes unnamable.”
These words were written by one whose
pen was guided by the Spirit of God.
They are found in The Ministry of Heal-
ing, page 363.

“In the last days the times will be full
of danger” (2 Tim. 3:1, Phillips).*
Men will be brutal.

In Noah’s day “God saw that the wick-
edness of man was great in the earth,
and that every imagination of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil con-
tinually. . . . The earth also was corrupt
before God, and the earth was filted with
violence” (Gen. 6:5, 11).

Is this not true of our world today?
~ Jesus said, “As the days of Noe were,
so shall also the coming of the Son of
man be” (Matt. 24:37).

What diligent student of prophecy and
current events would gainsay that we are
living in such a time today?
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“When ye see these things come to -

pass, know,” we are reminded. The sun
is setting!

So we could go on, faithfully compar-
ing events of our times with the inspired
prophecies of God’s Word. They all tell
the same story. The radio waves crackle
out reports of personal hatred, national
hatred, and racial hatred. “The spirit of
war is stirring the nations from one end
of the earth to the other.”—Testimonies,
vol. 9, p. 17.

The world of science has suddenly cat-
apulted the human family from the
atomic age into the space age. Today the
human mind restlessty probes the cosmic
forces of God’s distant heavens. Man has
flung all sorts of satellites into orbit
around the earth and is busy probing the
mysteries of Venus, Mars, and the moon.
Today’s achievements are outdated to-
morrow.

Though the outlook for the world is
dark, the uplook for God’s people is
bright. The Advent message is a message
of glad fruition. We may see beyond to-
day’s blackening horizons and by faith
catch a glimpse of the golden morning
so fast approaching. In this age of doubt
and fear the Advent message offers hope
and certainty. While millions are down-
hearted our God bids us: “Look up, and
lift up your heads; for your redemption
draweth nigh” (Luke 21:28). This is no
time for frustration or defeat. This is a
day of jubilation and glorious victory
for the true child of God. The Word of
God declares it! The Advent message
proclaims it!

The events transpiring about us are
the very things Seventh-day Adventists,
upon the authority of prophecy, have
foretold. We should rejoice to see them.
C. H. Spurgeon described the Second
Advent as a ‘“‘dear and precious doc-
trine.” To every child of God the antici-
pation of the Saviour’s imminent return
should be indeed a “dear and precious
doctrine.”

“Is there a Christian whose pulse does
not beat with quickened action as he an-
ticipates the great events opening before

Does Hobody Care?

By M. E. BROOKS

Does nobody care when your heart aches
With pain that you scarcely can bear?

Will nobody place an arm around you
And try your sore trial to share?

Yes, One who is stronger than men
Can soften your trials today.

Only look up, and trust and believe Him—
It is Jesus to whom you can pray.

You never will be disappointed,
For Jesus is faithful and true.

He will stay by your side and protect you
Till the journey of life is through.

ust The Lord is coming. We hear the
footsteps of an approaching God.”—Our
High Calling, p. 346.

The second advent of Christ must be
maore than a doctrine to us! “Every man
that hath this hope in him purifieth him-
self, even as he is pure” (1 John 3:3).
Jesus will return for “those who are
(epgerly, constantly and patiently) wait-
ing for and expecting Him” (Heb. 9:28,
The Amplified New Testament). t

Paul admonishes us, “Work out your
own salvation with fear and trembling”
(Phil. 2:12). “Intense earnestness should
ngw take possession of us.”—Testimo-
nies, vol. 9, p. 44. “At this time—a time
of | overwhelming iniquity—a new life,
coming from the Source of all life, is to
take possession of those who have the
love of God in their hearts.”—Ibid.
‘Unless those who claim to believe the
trauth for this time submit to the training
of| God on earth for the future life, they
willl never see the King in His beauty. . . .
They must cultivate patience, kindness,
meekness, goodness, sympathy, and ten-
compassion for one another."All their
ropgh, uncourteous, un-Christlike dispo-
sition must be purged away, for none of
these unkind attributes are of Christ, but
after the satanic order. The pure, heav-
ly graces are received and flourish in
mind, heart, and character only as man
becomes a partaker of the divine nature.
. Heaven must begin on ecarth for

‘every soul who will enter the heavenly

mansions above."—OQur High Calling, p.
368.

“The sunset burns across the sky;

Upon the air its warning cry

The curfew tolls, from tower to tower.

O children, ’tis the last, last hour!”
—CLARA THWAITES

“When ye see these things come to
pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is
nigh at hand” (Luke 21:31). The sun is
setting! Earth’s long night of sin is nearly
enlded. The eternal day is at hand. Will
you be inside the fold of God when the
galtes are finally closed and locked for-
ever?

“Jesus stands knocking—knocking at
the door of your hearts,—and yet, for all
this, some say continually, ‘I cannot find
Hjm.’ . . . Why do you not open the door,
and say, ‘Come in, dear Lord? I am so
glad for these simple directions as to the
way to find Jesus. . . . Open the door
ngw, and empty the soul temple of the
buyers and sellers, and invite the Lord to
come in. Say to Him, ‘I will love Thee
with all my soul. I will work the works of
righteousness. I will obey the law of
God." Then you will feel the peaceful
presence of Jesus.”—Review and Herald,
Aug. 28, 1888, p. 546.

* The Bible texts in_this article credited to Phillips
arg from The New Testament in Modern English,
J. B. Phillips 1958, Used by permission of The
Macmillan Company.

1 The Amplified New Testament. Used by permis-
sioh of the Lockman Foundation, La Habra, Calif.
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(Reading, Monday. November 11, 1963)

The Importance of Bible Study

the heavens and the earth, peace and
happiness reigned supreme. But alas!
As a result of man’s transgression strife
and violence have filled the earth. As the
seasons come and go, and one day fol-
lows another, wickedness increases and
frightful weapons of destruction multiply.
One year ago, during the crisis over
nuclear missiles in Cuba, I was in Pusan,
ready to launch a three-week evange-
listic campaign. The day that the naval
blockade was announced by the President
of the United States, the eyes of the world
were focused on the Caribbean Sea. As
warfare appeared on the horizon and the
news reports outlined hour by hour the
danger of nuclear war, I reviewed the
Bible prophecies and was convinced that
probationary time would soon close.
The threat of nuclear war caused me
to give serious thought to what was tak-
ing place throughout the world. I no-
ticed a report in the newspaper that gave
an estimate of the number of atomic
weapons available to the United States
forces. It stated that they had a stockpile
of atomic weapons equal to hundreds of
megatons, in addition to hundreds of nu-
clear missiles, and that by 1964 this stock-
pile would be more than doubled.
What a terrifying picturel No one
knows how many atomic bombs, nuclear
missiles, and offensive weapons Soviet
Russia, England, France, and other na-
tions have. Verily, this globe has become
a vast storehouse of atomic weapons. No
man can foresee the ultimate outcome.
The world faces continued crises in
Berlin, on India’s northeast and north-
west frontiers, on the coast of Formosa,
in Laos, Korea, Cuba, Iran, Turkey, in
the Gongo, Angola, Kashmir, Yemen, and
South Vietnam. And there are other dan-
ger spots around the world. Hardly a day
passes but a new crisis confronts us.

IN THE beginning, when God created

Strength for the Future

Where can man find peace of mind
and strength to face the future? Where
can he find help that will prevent him
from giving way to despair or panic?

The answer is in the Bible. In God’s
Word alone is found strength for today,
hope for the future, and courage to meet
the crisis. The Word of God contains
promises of peace and happiness; it casts
out all fear.

During 1961, 12,736,706 copies of the
Bible, or portions of the Bible, were dis-
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tributed in America; 2,666,000 in India;
2,499,000 in Japan, a stronghold of Bud-
dhism and Shintoism; and 1,036,000 in
Korea. More than 30 million copies or
portions of the Scriptures are distributed
yearly throughout the world.

Why is it that this Book is in such de-
mand today? Because the Word of God
brings hope and comfort!

Year by year thousands of books writ-
ten by men, containing human experi-
ences and human wisdom, flood the land.
The experiences recorded often move us
to tears, but they offer no permanent
help in solving our problems. However,
the Bible is different. It brings permanent
help. Only God could have written such
a Book. It contains God’s message for
men.

The Bible occupies a unique place in
life because it deals with the problems of
everyday living. The Word of God prom-
ises everlasting life to those who love God
and obey Him. It also contains promises
of a new earth where God shall wipe away
all tears—where there shall be no more
death, neither sorrow nor crying, no more
war or poverty., Jesus said: “Search the
scriptures; for in them ye think ye have
eternal life: and they are they which
testify of me” (John 5:39).

Promise of Life

Although Chin Shih Huang Ti, the
first emperor of China, sought diligently
for immortality, and others have sought
for the Fountain of Eternal Youth, all
their efforts to escape death have been in
vain. The Bible is the only book that
points the way to everlasting life. God
assures us that although man may die,
he will live again. Jesus declared: “I am
the resurrection, and the life: he that be-
lieveth in me, though he were dead, yet
shall he live: and whosoever liveth and
believeth in me shall never die” (John
11:25, 26). The Bible is the only book
that contains such a message.

Where do we find a promise that wars
will cease? The Word of God assures us

that God “maketh wars to cease unto the.

end of the earth” (Ps. 46:9). God prom-
ises further: “I will break the bow and
the sword and the battle out of the earth”
(Hosea 2:18). When Jesus comes in the
clouds of heaven He will break the weap-
ons and cause all wars to cease. “And he
that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I
make all things new. . . . Write: for these
words are true and faithful” (Rev. 21:5).

Jesus our Redeemer will destroy sin,
cleanse this sin-cursed earth, and re-create
a new earth. This cannot be accomplished
through human effort. Jesus alone, the
One who has promised “there shall be no
more curse” (Rev. 22:3), is able to do
this. How full of hope and comfort is this
promise!

Men of the world put forth tremen-
dous effort to gain the praise and ap-
plause of men in authority. But when
Jesus appears in the clouds of heaven He
will give praise and honor and glory to
the redeemed. We read: “That the trial
of your faith, being much more precious
than of gold that perisheth, though it be
tried with fire, might be found unto
praise and honour and glory at the ap-
pearing of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:7).
In that glad day joy and happiness shall
reign supreme.

Where do we find a promise that death,
man’s greatest enemy, shall be con-
quered? In the Bible we have this
promise: “So when this corruptible shall
have put on incorruption, and this mortal
shall have put on immortality, then shall
be brought to pass the saying that is writ-
ten, Death is swallowed up in victory”
(1 Cor. 15:54).

Praise God! He has made it possible
for man to obtain eternal life through
Jesus Christ, our Saviour. Let us give
thanks to God for His Word—for the
chart and compass that point the way to
everlasting life.

During this Week of Prayer shall not
we, the Advent believers around the cir-
cle of the earth, strive to be among those
who shall be heirs of the promises?

The Value of Bible Study

Job, the grand old patriarch from the
East, expressed his regard for the Word
of God when he said: “Neither have I
gone back from the commandment of his
lips: I have esteemed the words of his
mouth more than my necessary food”
(Job 23:12).

To sustain life man must partake of
food daily, and continue to do so year
by year. However, eventually all men
will die. Empbhasizing the necessity of spir-
itual food Jesus said: “Man shall not live
by bread alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God”
(Matt. 4:4).

Man cannot by his own effort change
his heart. This can be accomplished only
through the Word of God. Jesus prayed
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for His disciples and said: “Sanctify them
through thy truth: thy word is truth”
(John 17:17). The Word of God alone
contains sanctifying power.

God’s children will diligently study His
Word. As they study to gain the victory
over sin they will cling to the Bible and
use it to overcome the forces of evil. The
psalmist expressed his high esteem for the
Word in this way: “More to be desired
are they than gold, yea, than much fine
gold: sweeter also than honey and the
honeycomb” (Ps. 19:10).

King Solomon placed a high value on
the Sacred Scriptures, which make one
“wise unto salvation through faith . . .
in Christ Jesus.” He said that wisdom “is
more precious than rubies: and all the
things thou canst desire are not to be
compared unto her” (Prov. 3:15).

Verily, the wisdom obtained from
studying the Word of God is more pre-
cious than rubies or diamonds. Nothing
that mankind strives to obtain can be
compared in value to this treasure. The
prophet Jeremiah testified to this from
personal experience. “Thy words were
found, and I did eat them; and thy word
was unto me the joy and rejoicing of
mine heart” (Jer. 15:16).

The Bible is the most precious treasure
given to man. From it he may draw in-
spiration and guidance for his life. In it
he can hear the voice of God speaking to
him. The Bible helps man not only to
make right choices but also gives power
to make them effective. Through the
study of the Bible the despondent may
gain hope and courage; the sorrowing
may obtain strength and comfort; the
wayward may find help to change his way
of life and power to be transformed into
a new creature in Christ Jesus.

The Word Is Eternal

Through the centuries men of superior
intellect have written great books. But
as time passed and knowledge increased,
their works become outdated. To bring
them up to date they have been revised
and rewritten. The Bible has never be-
come an outdated book; revisions have
been unnecessary, for the Word of God
is eternal. It is perfect. It is changeless.

The Bible is a living book. Nothing
has ever been added to this wonderful,
life-giving Book. In the very beginning
God said to Moses: “Ye shall not add
unto the word which I command you,
neither shall ye diminish ought from it,
that ye may keep the commandments of
the Lord your God which I command
you” (Deut. 4:2). “What thing soever I
command you, observe to do it: thou
shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from
it” (chap. 12:32).

King Solomon declared: "I know that,
whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for
ever: nothing can be put to it, nor any
thing taken from it: and God doeth it,
that men should fear before him” (Eccl.
3:14).
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In the last book of the Bible we have a
warning against tampering with the
Word of God. “For I testify unto every
man that heareth the words of the proph-
ecy of this book, If any man shall add
unto these things, God shall add unto
him the plagues that are written in this
book: and if any man shall take away
from the words of the book of this proph-
ecy, God shall take away his part out of
the book of life, and out of the holy city,
and from the things which are written in
this book” (Rev. 22:18, 19).

The Bible Is a Lamp

The condition of the world just before
the coming of the Lord is pictured in
Isaiah 60:2: “For, behold, the darkness
shall cover the earth, and gross darkness
the people.” We may ask, Is there no
light available to penetrate this darkness
and enable the multitudes to see?

The psalmist assures us that light is
available. “Thy word is a lamp unto my
feet, and a light unto my path” (Ps. 119:
105). Peter added: “We have also a more
sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do
well that ye take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in a dark place, until the

day dawn, and the day star arise in your
hgarts" (2 Peter 1:19).

The entrance of sin has plunged this
world into darkness. Is there no hope of
escaper Is there no light available to
pierce this darkness? Is there no light to
guide us on our way to the Promised
Land? Ah, yes! God has made ample pro-
vision by giving us the Bible and the sure
word of prophecy. “The entrance of thy
words giveth light; it giveth understand-
ing unto the simple” (Ps. 119:130). As
we¢ choose to walk in God's path we will
find that “the path of the just is as the
shining light, that shineth more and
more unto the perfect day” (Prov. 4:18).
God’s children, whose faith is based on
Hjs Word and established on the sure
word of prophecy, will face the future
with confidence. As darkness covers the
earth and gross darkness the people
God's children will understand that the
glad morning is fast approaching, when
the King of kings shall come.

Let us therefore prepare to be among
those who shall say in that glad day, “Lo,
this is our God: . . . we have waited for
him, we will be glad and rejoice in his
salvation” (Isa. 25:9).

(Reading, Tuesday, Noyember 12, 1963)

Strong

Homes

for a Strong Church

By ARTHUR H. ROTH

OU and I live in a time of danger.

. Our ideals of home and life are be-

ing challenged. How vital it is in
this hour, prior to the coming of Jesus,
that Adventist homes be arsenals of faith
and power. What a tragedy it would be
if in these last days our homes should
fall to pieces and disintegrate.

The home is divine in its origin. It is
the product of heavenly wisdom. No
other institution can match its worth. It
is the keynote of life. Pull it out and
man’s social life collapses. No nation or
people has been able to survive its loss.
It is possible for nations to survive defeat
in battle, economic depression, invasion,
flood, fire, earthquake, and famine, but
once the homes of a people disintegrate,
that nation will fall apart. Likewise a
church can survive mockery, derision,
discrimination, hatred, and persecution,
but when Christian homes teeter, the
church becomes weak and ineffective.
When the home breaks, everything
breaks—integrity, unity, service, power.

Let us not be deceived. If the family

were to be swept away, our world would
be filled with chaos, heartbreak, and des-
olation. Satan knows this, and so he has
lapnched a determined attack against the
hgme. He would undermine the father's
pasition of authority, leadership, and
priesthood. He would discredit the
mpther as a guide, teacher, and counse-
lor. He would bring bickering and fuss-
ing between parents and children, jeal-
ousy and quarreling between brothers
and sisters.

Modern-Day Tendencies

In our modern day the ideal of de-
mpcracy is sometimes distorted and mis-
applied. Equality among individuals is
carried to such an extreme that the posi-
tion of fathers and mothers in the home
is |greatly weakened. The virtues of coop-
erption and obedience are too readily ex-
changed for exaggerated notions of inde-
p¢ndence and freedom.

Thinking people are disturbed over
the present state of the home. Something
is| happening to its permanence, unity,
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and character. It would almost seem that
some of the basic qualities of the home
are going into reverse. Increasing num-
bers of men and women are discovering
that they are unfit for the great adven-
ture in comradeship and mutual help
that family life affords. Disillusioned and
unhappy parents are controlled by their
complexes and impulses. Fidelity is sur-
rendered, reverence is discarded, and the
romance element is dying. The harmony
of the home is broken, its unity dissolved,
and homes once alive and glad have be-
come dead and sad.

In the midst of these conditions the
Adventist home must stand unshaken in
its devotion and loyalty to Christian
ideals. The Holy Scriptures provide the
surest formula for solidly established
homes. “Children, obey your parents in
the Lord, for this is right. . . . Fathers, do
not provoke your children to anger, but
bring them up in the discipline and in-
struction of the Lord” (Eph. 6:1, 4,
R.S.V).

In the Christian home all members of
the family must accept a balanced re-
sponsibility. Too frequently one parent
carries a disproportionate share of the
home load. Usually this is the mother.
Often the father excuses himself by say-
ing, “I earn the living; my wife runs the
house and the family.” The children sel-
dom sense the responsibility of contrib-
uting to the smooth running of the home.

But the home should be a united ef-
fort, entered into by all. Let us look at
the responsibilities of both parents and
children.

Responsibility of Parents

Adventist parents have the privilege of
teaching their children how to live Chris-
tian lives in the church community and
in society. As much as parents may de-
sire to keep their children with them al-
ways, the day will come when the chil-
dren will go out into the world of play,
education, marriage, and business. Into
this world they will take the principles
that their parents have taught them. It
is the parents’ undeniable privilege and
duty to give their children the right in-
struction regarding faith, morals, culture,
and behavior. No hired person, no
church, no school, no organization, can
substitute for this duty of the parents.

How nicely God’s messenger expressed
the exalted position of the home as a
place of learning: “In His wisdom the
Lord has decreed that the family shall be
the greatest of all educational agencies.
It is in the home that the education of
the child is to begin. Here is his first
school. Here, with his parents as instruc-
tors, he is to learn the lessons that are to
guide him throughout life—lessons of re-
spect, obedience, reverence, self-control.
. . . Parents should in a special sense re-
gard themselves as agents of God to in-
struct their children.”—The Adventist
Home, pp. 182, 184. (Italics supplied.)
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Closely linked with the responsibility
of teaching their children how to live is
the parents’ privilege of setting before
them an example of right living. So often
we hear a parent say, “What I tell my
child seems to go into one ear and out
the other.” Character is not so much
taught as assimilated by example. Our
children do not become cheerful, obedi-
ent, moral, and industrious simply be-
cause we tell them to be cheerful, obedi-
ent, moral, and industrious; but they are
more likely to acquire these qualities if
their parents are cheerful, obedient,
moral, and industrious.

Is it any wonder that parents fre-
quently exclaim, “T see myself all over
again in my son (or in my daughter)!”
The children have become what they
have seen. Our words become as “sound-
ing brass, and a tinkling cymbal” if our
example does not support our instruc-
tion in honesty, fidelity, truthfulness,
purity, sobriety, sacrifice, church attend-
ance, tithing, and religious belief. Our
children know and understand us. They
are specialists in ‘‘seeing through™ us.
They are quick to discern whether we
are sincere or whether we are a sham.
They come to conclusions about their
parents that may seem harsh but often
are correct.

In this seventh decade of the twentieth
century it has become somewhat popular
to wave aside misbehavior in children
with the puny excuse, “My children are
such little monsters; they must have been
born that way.” But there can be only
one right conclusion: They probably
learned their ways at home. Practically
everything children know, at least until
they go to school, they learn at home.
What they learn by example at home is
acquired at a time when their percep-
tive skills are at their finest, when their
memories store relentlessly for the fu-
ture.

Parents owe their children an example
of genuine Christian living. How impor-
tant this is! In a real sense the instruc-
tion of Jesus to the man He healed is
suited to parents. “Return to thine own
house, and shew how great things God
hath done unto thee” (Luke 8:39).

Parents also owe their children disci-
pline. Let us clearly understand the dif-
ference between discipline and punish-
ment. Good discipline may never require
punishment. Every child is entitled to
and requires discipline. The urge for
self-expression in the home and in edu-
cation seems to have gone rather far in
our day. It has gone so far as to cause
some people to think that discipline is
obsolete. This is not true. Horticulturists
are careful about disciplining their
plants, flowers, and trees. Why should
parents think that young, inexperienced
minds can grow up without careful
training? Should they do less for their
children than they do for the shrubbery
around their houses?

The heart of a child may be good, but
his head has little knowledge. The child’s
feelings may be laudable, but his judg-
ment errs. In the sphere of principle par-
ents need to be firm and strong. There
should be no compromise or yielding to
wheedling and sulkiness when principle
is at issue. Parents owe their little ones so
much love and discipline that the wel-
fare of their children should never be in
doubt. The children’s candidacy for the
kingdom of heaven should be their up-
permost consideration.

How fine it would be if Seventh-day
Adventist fathers and mothers could al-
ways remember that “the angels look
with intense interest upon every family,
to see how the children are treated by
parents, guardians, or friends.”—Ibid.,
p- 315.

Duties of Sons and Daughters

Earlier we stated, “All members of the
family must accept a balanced responsi-
bility.” What, then, shall we say about
the children? Better yet, what message do
we want to share with the children and
youth?

Sons and daughters ought to under-
stand that the most exacting job in the
world is that of being a real parent. It is
a staggering task to maintain family
unity in an age of transition, division, and
license.

There are many influences, most of
them good in varying degrees, that com-
pete with parents—sports, radio, televi-
sion, automobiles, clubs, music, recrea-
tion, record players, books, telephones.
But none of these have hearts of love nor
can they take the place of parents. Young
people should recognize that parents’ du-
ties are not easy and that the counsel or
discipline given by parents comes out of
honest-hearted concern and experience.
Parents usually are so desirous for the
well-being of their children that they will
do almost anything to keep them from
being hurt in body, soul, or mind. Since
parents have gone through most experi-
ences that their children must go
through, they have acquired some knowl-
edge that is worth passing along.

A few years ago a New York youth
was imprisoned for the murder of his
sweetheart. He wrote from his prison
cell:

“I realize now that the trouble with
most youngsters is that they think their
parents know much less than they know!
Our parents know. Our parents know
more than we do—no matter what the
problem is. A child should realize that
his parents can help him, and he should
confide in them. . . . I wish now I'd done
what I'm advising the other kids to do.”

In the home and everywhere so much
depends on the eyes with which children
and young people look at father and
mother. Young people today, in general,
are better off than the young people of
any other time. They have more clothes,
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better food, greater educational oppor-
tunities, broader chances of success, than
did the young people of any other era.
Most parents strive to give these things
to their children and often sacrifice
to provide these blessings so that their
children can be spared the hard and bit-
ter experiences through which they
passed. This may be a wrong thing to do,
but the motives that prompt parents to
such action are worthy of praise. What
joy comes to the home when children
recognize these motives and show appre-
ciation for the efforts of their parents.
It was divine thought which ordered that
the first commandment touching relation-
ships between human beings should be-
gin with the words, “Honour thy father
and thy mother” (Ex. 20:12).

Children can do much to bring joy and
happiness to the home. The home is one
place where their influence really counts.
They can make it a place of peace or
turmoil. They can fill their parents with
joy, or they can knock the heart right out
of them. How can children help make
the home happy and successful? By rec-
ognizing that each member of the house-
hold shares the burden of all. “Coopera-
tion” is the keyword.

Young people in the home can cooper-
ate with their parents by being thought-
ful, offering reasonable obedience, pro-
viding creative suggestions, manifesting
outgoing friendliness, and by showing
cheerful happiness as they go about their
duties in the home.

Children, speak an appreciative word
to your parents now and then. They take
pride in you, why not return the compli-
ment? Parents are human, and enjoy a
gracious remark equally as much as do
young people. Look at the total picture
of your parents. True, parents have their
weaknesses, but they also have many vir-
tues. When their good qualities are
weighed against their shortcomings, the
good far outweighs their frailties.

Remember, your parents loved you
when you were born; they love you now;
they will love you till they die. They have
worked for you with their two hands. Put
your two hands to work with them. Your
home can be a place where everyone has
a song in his heart.

Christ a Partner

In all that we might say about fami-
lies—about both parents and children—
one fact keeps knocking on our con-
sciousness: Unless there is true religion
in our homes, they will be overwhelmed.
Unless Jesus lives in our lives it will not
be possible, for long, to be patient, kind,
and forbearing. These traits reign only
when Jesus dwells in our hearts. When
the Lord is a full partner in the family,
“religion will lead the parents to do the
very work God designed should be done
in the home. Children will be brought up
in the fear and admonition of the Lord.”
—Ibid., p. 318.
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Without strong homes the church can-
not be strong. Without the church in the
home, the home will founder. The home
and the church cannot get along without
each other. If either is to prosper, they
must never be separated. In 1898 God’s
messenger spoke thus of the relationship
of the home to the church:

“In the home the foundation is laid for
the prosperity of the church. The influ-
ences that rule in the home life are car-

ried into the church life; therefore church
duties should first begin in the home.”—
1bid.

For our happiness, for the sake of
Gpd’'s church on earth, and for our readi-
ngss to receive the Lord at His coming,

God bless our Adventist homes! May
le be merciful to our fathers and moth-
s, to our children and our youth.

(Reading, Wednesday, November 13, 1963)

The Bank of Heaven

By WADIE

GOD’S people have business to ac
complish on this rebellious planet,
a tremendous business that keeps
them ever aware of Paul’s inspired in-
junction, “Be. . . not slothful in business”
(Rom. 12:10, 11).

God ’*has provided His people with a
surplus of means”* to do His work. All
the money that you and I have is
God’s money. It is good Adventist money.
“God has left us in charge of His goods
in His absence.” * He has great confidence
in us. We are His stewards and “the posi-
tion of a steward is one of dignity, because
his master trusts him.” * “It is God’s prop-
erty that we are handling. Not one dollar
or one shilling is our own.” *

God’s business is a great and solemn
business. It is a business that engages
heaven and earth. God and the angels
are in it. They keep accounts, for “the
recording angel makes a faithful rec-
ord of every offering dedicated to God,
and put into the treasury, and also of the
final result of the means thus bestowed.” ®
God ’‘keeps a strict account with every
son and daughter of Adam, that He may
know’ how they are appropriating His
means.” ®

God’s records are perfect. Heaven owns
the biggest bank in the universe. It is
called “the bank of heaven.”” This bank
employs none but perfect accountants, be-
ings that can handle limitless treasures,
that are authorities on exchange. They
know the value of everything and of all
currencies. They handle drachmas, dol-
lars, pounds, piasters, liras, rupees,
marks, dipars, rubles, guineas, and all
other kinds of currencies. They also ac-
cept produce, metal, houses, and lands.
The treasurers of the bank of heaven are
custodians of infinite treasures.

Jesus has full confidence in His treas-
urers, and when He was here on earth He

FARAG

urged men to place their goods in the
bank of heaven. He bade all men, “Lay
uip for yourselves treasures in heaven,
0

. . where thieves do not break through

r steal” (Matt. 6:20).

There is one thing unique about the
bank of heaven. It is the rate of interest
iven there. Sometimes this bank gives
infinite “revenue from the inexhaustible
treasures” ® of heaven for only a few cents.
he entire system of interest in the bank
of heaven is determined by two factors
~+the cheerfulness of the giver, and the
self-denial manifested in the gift.
“The smallest sum given cheerfully as
he result of self-denial is of more value
n the sight of God than the offerings of
hose who could give thousands and yet
eel no lack.”®

Those who have thousands must give
ntil they feel it, and those who give
nust be grateful for the privilege of giv-
ng. This is the only way to lay up treas-
res above, for with heaven “no one can
ractice real benevolence without prac-
icing genuine self-denial.”* In God’s
ight it would be “better not to give at
11 than to give grudgingly.” *

Because of the great importance that
eaven places on the means loaned to
an, Seventh-day Adventists of necessity
ust be able businessmen and women.
hey are ever “letting go the lesser, the
ore worthless, for the greater, the more
aluable.” * They are meticulous in their
xpenditures. “They are always careful
o keep their outgoes within their in-
ome,” ® and are masters in the art of
aking “a little go the longest way.” *
hey believe that “God's people should
ractice strict economy in their outlay of
eans.” ** To them “it is a poor, wretched
olicy to go into debt.” ** These wonder-
ul people are skilled in the ability to
‘guard against supposed wants that re-
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quire an expenditure of means.” " Their
business motto is: ‘“Let us fitly represent
our faith by-restricting our wants.” *

The business philosophy of Seventh-day
Adventists is sound. While Adventists
practice strict economy in their outlay of
means they never stretch their economy
to meanness or penuriousness. They be-
lieve that one “cannot make the heart
purer or holier by clothing the body in
sackcloth, or depriving the home of all
that ministers to comfort, taste, or con-
venience.,” * This, however, does not
mean that they have any budget for “‘gay
or expensive clothing.” ®

Adventists do not “spend considerable
sums for photographs to give to their
friends” *; none in buying “costly furni-
ture . . . or in providing luxurious food.” *
They regard birthdays and holidays as
occasions when they can express their
gratitude to the Lord by giving. In short,
dedicated Adventists are never “at a loss
to devise ways and means for denying
self.” *® They want to give much to Him
who gave all for them. To them “to be a
Christian is to be Churistlike.” *

Saving to Give

But why all this economy? Why this
carefulness in expenditure? Because Ad-
ventists like to save. They enjoy saving
money. Not to hoard it—no, never! “They
feel it their duty to save, that they may
- have something to give.” ® Their business
principles differ from the practices of the
world. But they are principles that work,
for they originate in heaven. On these
business laws the bank of heaven oper-
ates.

You have undoubtedly heard your pas-
tor extol the stability of the bank of
heaven. You must often have heard him
say that the “work of transferring your
possessions to the world above, is worthy
of all your best enerxgies. It is of the high-
est importance, and involves your eternal
interests. . . . In giving to the work of
God, you are laying up for yourselves
treasures in heaven. All that you lay up
above is secure from disaster and loss, and
is increasing to an eternal, and endur-
ing substance.” *

What a delightful sight to see the re-
sponse of the Seventh-day Adventist peo-
ple to appeals. What a joyous spectacle it
is to watch church members transfer their
treasures to the bank of heaven. Oh, it is
true that there are found those who
“show by their works that they dare not
trust the bank of heaven.” ¥ Nevertheless,
there are thousands who show by their
works that they dare not trust them-
selves. No sooner do they save their
money than they are seen speeding to
their church treasurers to transfer their
funds to the bank of heaven. Their
money may go to heaven via Sydney, Ber-
lin, Washington, Singapore, Hong Kong,
Moscow, Miami, Beirut, London, Mon-
tevideo, Salisbury, Poona, or Berne, but
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it always collects interest on its way to
heaven, the interest of precious souls who
will live and reign forever and ever.

Here is a little story about what Ad-
ventist money did one day. This time it
went to heaven via Cairo to pay a mis-
sionary who left his home to preach the
third angel’s message in Egypt. The mis-
sionary learned to preach in the intricate
Arabic language. That was back in 1929
when there was a world financial depres-
sion. The missionary rented a little apart-
ment on a busy street in Cairo and began
to preach the wonderful Advent message.

One day a forty-year-old Egyptian gov-
ernment employee chanced to pass that
meeting place and decided to go in and
listen. The subject was a favorite with
Adventists. It was about tithes and offer-
ings. That man, who is still living, sat
and listened earnestly to the first sermon
he ever heard from any Adventist. He
heard it all. All the truth about money,
whose it is and who claims its ownership.
That day he decided to give God His
own. He was spellbound as he listened to
the sermon, and said to himself, “If God
gave so much for me, I will give Him all
I have and am.”

When the meeting was over and the
preacher took his place at the exit to
shake hands with the people, the listener
reached into his pocket, pulled out all the
money he had with him, and placed it in
the hands of the preacher. As he placed
his money in the minister’s hand, the
Lord spoke to his heart, “You want to
give Me money? I will give you all the
truth for this day. A truth that will en-
rich you forever. I will adopt you into my
family, you and your children, and all
will be mine.” As a result, this Egyptian,
his wife, his nine children (I am one of
them), and his twelve grandchildren, all
are in the truth.

What started this series of conversions?
Giving. Not only giving by the govern-
ment worker in 1929 but the giving of
those who provided for the earnest
preacher. It started with a sermon on
tithe. The Lord wanted to orientate my
father into Adventist thinking from the
very start. He knew that “the very first
lesson to be learned of Christ is the lesson
of self-denial.” ®

This little story, a testimony of an ex-
perience that influenced my life, is, in
effect, the testimony of each of us. It was
the sacrifice of others that, under God's
blessing, helped to reach us with this
glorious message. So also will our sacrifice
help to bring this message to those in
darkness. God ordained it thus to exalt
and uplift man.

The tithe is only the beginning of a list
of things that a faithful Adventist de-
lights to give. Indeed, no one gives any-
thing to the Lord when he returns his
tithe—he returns it. The tithe is the
Lord’s and retaining it is nothing but
robbery. God’s people of old gave a sec-
ond tithe and a third. Their contribu-

tions amounted to fully one fourth of
their income. “God requires no less of us
than he required of His people an-
ciently.” ®

It takes nothing less than the Advent
message to give the subject of steward-
ship its rightful place. Adventists talk a
lot about money; so did Jesus. One sixth
of the Synoptic Gospels speak about
money, as do also sixteen of Christ’s ma-
jor parables. The Lord knows that Satan
falsely claims the world and its riches.
Thus the three angels’ messages remind
the people that God is the owner of every-
thing, and that we are but stewards. In-
deed, stewardship lies at the heart of the
everlasting gospel.

Giving and Taking

Man who lost Eden because he reached
out and took what was not his must learn
to be trustworthy. He must learn to be a
faithful steward of God’s goods. This is
the way God ordained it. Man lost Eden
when he “took” of the fruit, and he will
regain Eden because God “gave” His Son.
Taking what belongs to God always re-
sults in loss, and giving Him what is His
always results in gain. It is a spiritual
law just as sure in its results as any physi-
cal law. As with life, so it is with means.
He that saves wealth will lose it, and he
that gives it for Christ’s sake will find
more wealth.

One might think that so much giving
would reduce the Advent people to pov-
erty. On a recent Sabbath the church that
I attend in Alexandria, Egypt, launched
a special appeal. LEvery member gave
from two to four weeks’ income. How
can Adventists do that? Doesn’t heavy
giving make them poor? No, never. Giv-
ing in response to the promptings of the
Holy Spirit enriches the giver. Christ
said, “Give, and it shall be given unto
you” (Luke 6:38). “The more we give,
the more we shall receive.” ® “The giving
that is the fruit of self-denial, is a wonder-
ful help to the giver.” ®

Listen to this spiritual law: “Would
you increase your possessions? ‘Honor the
Lord with thy substance.’” “Retain all in
your possession, and it will be to your
eternal loss.” ** “Divine wisdom has ap-
pointed, in the plan of salvation, the
law of action and reaction, making the
work of benevolence, in all its branches,
twice blessed.” ® Giving will not result in
poverty. “The silver is mine, and the gold
is mine, saith the Lord of hosts” (Haggai
2:8). It is He who “has provided His peo-
ple with a surplus of means, that when
He calls for help, they may cheerfully
respond.” *

More Giving Expected

There will be far more giving from
now until probation closes than has ever
been previously witnessed among us as a
people. Many will realize for themselves
that “nine tenths are worth more to them
than ten tenths.” * Many more will realize
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the wisdom in the counsel given to us not
“to bury in houses and lands” or "in
some money-making scheme” ® the talents
that the Lord has given His people to be
used in these closing days to rescue the
perishing.

There are two other factors that will
keep God’s stewards increasingly busy in
the little time that remains in this world’s
history. “The time is coming when we
cannot sell at any price. The decree will
soon go forth prohibiting men to buy or
sell of any man save he that hath the mark
of the beast.” *

God’s people are about to move to a
better country, even a heavenly, and “it
is now that our brethren should be cut-
ting down their possessions instead of in-
creasing them.”*® One after another of
this dear people will dispose of their
property and turn in the price to help
reap this world’s final harvest. No one
can determine for his brother the time
when he should sell his property. All
should inquire of the Lord who alone
“will teach them when to dispose of these
things.” ®

There is another factor that should
command the thinking of God’s stew-
ards. This is the matter of wills and leg-
acies that are to be bequeathed to God's
cause. Children will see the wisdom of
heeding the instruction to God’s people
and will not influence their parents to
retain means for their use “instead of ap-
propriating it to the cause of God.”

They will heed God’s counsel in this
matter not only because “Money left to
children frequently becomes a root of
bitterness,” * and because they realize that
“neither parents nor children are made
happier by this transfer of property,”*
but because they know that in God’s pro-
gram “children were not to become Te-
sponsible for the talents of the father.” ©

Because of this, while the parents are
still in good health they will make their
wills, remembering the needs of their de-
pendent children and the evergrowing
necessities of God’s church. Many will
make their wills today knowing that
“death will not come one day sooner”*
because they have made their wills.

Very soon God will tell His stewards,
“Close your books; I have closed mine.
I accept no more transfers. Heaven’s
bank is closed.” This announcement will
cause no concern. At that time the work
of God’s church will have come to an end.

Dear reader, let us look heavenward.
Our Redeemer is there. Qur mansions are
there. We too shall be there soon. Are
our treasures there now?

Quotations are from pages in the book Counsels on
Stewardship, 1940 edition, as follows:

1 45 10 288, 289 1© 138 2 252 31 59
2116 1 199 20 301 20 71 3 59
3113 12 300 7 295 3 90 » 59, 60
4299 13 251 22 208 @293 40 331
5196 14 250 2 55 32 49 #1331
8224 15 300 2t 54 33 346 42 332

7 309 18 259 2 251 34 45 13 330
8244 17 267 20 342 8 68 44328
9178 18 38 = 151 % 314
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“Intercessions,...for All Men”

By F. R.

E ARE living in the time of the

;};/ end. The fast-fulfilling signs of

the times declare that the com-
ing of Christ is near at hand. The days
in which we live are solemn and impor-
tant. The Spirit of God is gradually but
surely being withdrawn from the earth.
Plagues and judgments are already fall-
ing upon the despisers of the grace of
God. The calamities by land and sea, the
unsettled state of society, the alarms of
war, are portentous. They forecast ap-
proaching events of the greatest magni-
tude.”—Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 1T

The events mentioned in this in-
spired statement are now upon us. The
world that so long scoffed at our preach-
ing of the end now echoes the very words
of inspiration to warn civilization of its
impending doom. A sense of urgency
grips all lands as mankind races against
time to save itself from destruction. That
same urgency presses upon us in this
Week of Prayer, for we have but little
time in which to prepare to meet God
and to make ready the world for the com-
ing of the Lord.

God so loved the world that He gave
His own Son to redeem and restore it.
Jesus came as Immanuel-—God with man-
kind—and from Bethlehem’s manger to
Joseph's new tomb he fought and con-
quered the great usurper in order to be-
come the second Adam, the founder of a
new family, the rightful ruler of the
world. But Jesus left the major conquest
of the world to those who, believing on
Him, should become sons of God, par-
takers of the divine nature, those who
were to witness for Him beginning in
Jerusalem and Judea, and finally to the
uttermost parts of the earth. He would
win the world, not by force or coercion
but by the power of love. The story of this
strategy, this winning of the world by
winning the hearts of men, forms the
great central theme of the Bible.

The Light of the World

God chose Abraham, counted his faith
for righteousness, and set him on a course
to bring blessing to all nations. Isaiah,
the gospel prophet, pointed out Israel’s
glorious role in making the knowledge of
God to cover the earth as the waters
cover the sea. He saw the glory of the
Lord risen upon His chosen people to
draw all nations, even kings and rulers,
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to|the light. Christ came as the promised
seed, and from the time He was pre-
sented as the Lamb taking away the sins
of the world, He repeatedly impressed on
His disciples the worldwide scope of His
mission. “Ye are the light of the world,”
He told His followers at the beginning of
His ministry, and in His final moment
with them He commissioned them to go
to|all the world and make disciples of all
men,

As Christ stood on the Mount of Olives
in| that last solemn and brief hour with
Hijs disciples, He could look to the up-
lands of Bethlehem, where He had been
barn to become a part of the creation
He had come to save. Below lay the Jor-
dain River, where John the Baptist had
proclaimed Him the Lamb that takes
away the sins of the world. On the hori-
zon stretched the wilderness, where He
ha%d met the tempter and won His great

vigtory over the flesh, the world, and the
devil. Nearby stood the Garden of Geth-
semane, where He had drunk the bitter
cup that meant taking upon Himself the
guilt of the world. In the distance rose
Golgotha, where He had paid the price
for man's redemption, with the tomb
ngarby where He had won His final con-
flict and had triumphed over death, the
lagt great enemy.

Christ did not suggest to His disciples
thpt they erect shrines on these sacred
sppts to commemorate His work for man-
kind. Instead He pointed beyond and
commanded them to go and teach all na-
tions. He sent them out to the ends of a
world that was far beyond their imagina-
tion. He would not have them linger in
Jerusalem except to wait for the promise
of| the Father and receive that power
which would make them witnesses to all
mankind.

Ten days of heart searching and right-
ing of wrongs readied the early believers
for the fulfillment of the promise, and God
paured out His Spirit upon them. From
Péntecost they went everywhere witness-
ing to the power of the gospel. But as the
message of Jesus spread to the then-
known world and millions accepted His
teachings, the evil one set about with all
the means at his command to thwart that
work. When persecution failed to stop
the spread of the gospel, he sought more
subtle measures. The sad record is that
the early church left its first love and
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eventually lost its power. The light that
had shone so gloriously throughout the
world was swallowed up in the gloom of
the Dark Ages.

But God’s plan, hindered for a time,
was not to end in failure. Jesus Himself
in His own personal message through the
revelator promised that with the ap-
proach of the hour of judgment a special
message would go to all the world as an
angel flying in the midst of heaven. He
saw, as did Isaiah, a people with the glory
of the Lord risen upon them. He saw na-
tions drawn to the light.

Today we witness the worldwide spread
of the third angel’s message, but we see
also the strategy of the enemy of truth as
he seeks once more to frustrate the work
of God and those who witness for Him.
Persecution, political barriers, and coun-
terattacks through false religions and
spurious philosophies continue to be his
weapons against the gospel.

A Faithful Minority

But Satan’s greatest attempt is, no
doubt, within the church itself, where he
seeks, as he did in the days of the early
Christians, to draw men away from their
first love. Christ Himsel{ {oretold that be-
cause iniquity would abound the love of
many would grow cold. But He hastened
to add that this would not mean defeat.
He pointed to a minority who would en-
dure to the end, who would hold fast
their love, and because of that love,
would preach the gospel of the kingdom
to all the world for a witness to all na-
tions.

God has always depended on a faithful
few to carry out His purpose. In every
time of apostasy He has had His Elijahs;
in every period of darkness, His Isaiahs;
in every crisis, His Daniels. In every age
He has had those who have not bowed
the knee to Baal. There have always
been those who, like Gideon’s three hun-
dred, have put the call of God above
personal convenience, and His cause
above their own interests, those who have
stayed by, “faint yet pursuing,” and have
won great victories for God.

Surely God looks upon the relatively
small group observing this Week of
Prayer and sees in them that faithful mi-
nority upon whom He must depend to
finish His work. “Upon us rests the
weighty responsibility of warning the
world of its coming doom. From every
direction, from far and near, are coming
calls for help. God calls upon His church
to arise and clothe herself with power.
Immortal crowns are to be won; the
kingdom of heaven is to be gained; the
world, perishing in ignorance, is to be
enlightened.”—Ibid., vol. 7, p. 16.

The greatest demand upon us is not
that we should be more sacrificial in our
giving, nor that we should leave homes
and loved ones to go out into the far
places of the world, nor even that we
should set in motion more plans for mis-
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sionary work around us. There is a more
primary experience for us, a more fun-
damental concept. We need to share
God’s love for fallen men, to sense the
urgency of time and see our individual
part in God’'s great program.

Looking upon the church, the servant
of the Lord declared: “Ministers are
asleep; the lay members are asleep; and
a world is perishing in sin. May God
help His people to arouse and walk and
work as men and women on the borders
of the eternal world. Soon an awful sur-
prise is coming upon the inhabitants of
the world. Suddenly, with power and
great glory, Christ will come. Then there
will be no time to prepare to meet Him.
Now is the time for us to give the warn-
ing message.”—JIbid., vol. 8, p. 37.

God’s messenger, as if viewing the
great barriers that stand against the giv-
ing of the gospel, declared: “The church
of Christ is God’'s agency for the procla-
mation of truth. She is empowered by
Him to do a special work; and if she is
loyal to God, obedient to His command-
ments, there will dwell within her the
excellence of divine power. If she will
honor the Lord God of Israel, there is
no power that can stand against her. If
she will be true to her allegiance, the
forces of the enemy will be no more able
to overpower her than is the chaff to re-
sist the whirlwind.”—Ibid., p. I1.

Obstacles Not to Be Feared

Again comes the word: “Obstacles to
the advancement of the work of God will
appear; but fear not. . . . He can remove
all obstructions to the advancement of
His work. He has means for the removal
of every difficulty, that those who serve
Him and respect the means He employs
may be delivered. . . . The plans of the
enemies of His work may seem to be
firm and well established, but He can
overthrow the strongest of these plans,
and in His own time and way He will
do this, when He sees that our faith has

Duite His Presence

By Mrs. C. R. Brown

Into His presence—His love is mine!
Looking in silence at love divine!
Lifting my face to His searching gaze—
Seeking His guidance in all my ways.

Into His presence—He really lives!

Quiet and freedom from care He gives!
Leaving my heartaches on Jesus’ breast—
Taking the courage and calm and rest.

Into His presence—a bliss so sweet!
Adoringly there at Jesus’ feet!

And as I whisper out my prayer,
He gives for ashes, roses rare.

Into His presence—oh, how He longs

'To soothe our souls and heal our wrongs!

There’s wisdom rich and strength and
power

In Christ, our Fortress and our Tower.

been sufficiently tested and that we are
drawing near to Him and making Him
our counselor.”—JIbid., p. 10.

“God has made amazing sacrifices for
human beings. He has expended mighty
energy to reclaim man from transgres-
sion and sin to loyalty and obedience,
but I have been shown that He does
nothing without the co-operation of hu-
man agencies.”—Ibid., p. 54.

The omnipotent God has waited for
centuries to pour His Spirit upon the
earth in a great repetition of Pentecost
that will lighten the world with His
glory, and usher in His kingdom. But He
chooses to wait for cooperation from hu-
man agencies. He sends His Spirit to
strive with the hearts of men when their
fellow men intercede with Him in their
behalf.

Heaven calls us to stand as interces-
sors between lost men and their God.
Said Paul to Timothy: “First of all, then,
I urge that supplications, prayers, inter-
cessions, and thanksgivings be made for
all men. . . . This is good, and it is ac-
ceptable in the sight of God our Savior,
who desires all men to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth” (1
Tim. 2:1, 3, 4, R.S.V.).

Intercessors Needed

As we seek God during this season no
greater incentive to prayer can come to
us than the realization that we are to in-
tercede with God in behalf of men. “A
vast responsibility is devolving upon
men and women of prayer throughout
the land to petition that God will sweep
back the cloud of evil and give a few
more years of grace in which to work for
the Master. Let us cry to God that the
angels may hold the four winds until
missionaries shall be sent to all parts of
the world and shall proclaim the warning
against disobeying the law of Jehovah.”
—Ibid., vol. 5, pp. 717, 718.

In recent years we have seen mighty
victories for God resulting from the
united prayers of His people around the
world. We have seen the hand of perse-
cution lifted and the way opened for the
gospel to go as never before. We have
seen the threat of war removed, and
whatever peace the world enjoys today
may well be credited to the prayers of
the people of God.

We know that the time is upon us
when a breakthrough must come in many
lands that have long resisted the message.
God has given us a foretaste of this expe-
rience in some areas of the world. Thirty
years ago our work entered the island of
Mussau, near the Solomons, then rated
as one of the most degraded areas of
earth. Today every one of the 2,500 peo-
ple on the island has accepted Jesus, is
obedient to His great law of righteous-
ness, and is waiting and watching for
His coming. Eightyfive persons from
that island have gone out as missionaries
to the islands around them.
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From Korea come amazing reports of
the spread of our work. If coming events
cast their shadows before, then in Korea
we see a type of the great triumph that
will attend the gospel just before the end.
C. A. Williams writes: “This summer
more than 4,000 laymen and young peo-
ple went out holding Vacation Bible
Schools and evangelistic meetings. Every
place we held a Vacation Bible School
we held an evangelistic meeting, and
really we have had wonderful results.
Just last month the people on three en-
tire islands began keeping the Sabbath,
more than 2,300 people in all. New com-
panies and groups have sprung up every-
where.” We learn, too, of prominent,
well-educated Koreans who have been
moved to study the Scriptures for them-
selves and have discovered the great
truths that make us a people. These
men, even before they have been bap-
tized, have gone out to preach the mes-
sage to others, and whole churches have
been raised up as a result.

Spirit Being Poured Out

From other parts of the world come
similar reports that can be explained
only by the fact that God is pouring out
His Spirit upon all flesh. This means
that earnest people are petitioning God
in behalf of their fellow men. If God
could send one message directly to us to-
day, might it not be that we lift up our
eyes unto the fields that are already white
to harvest, and would we not hear Him
say, “Pray ye therefore the Lord of the
harvest, that he will send forth labourers
into his harvest”? Should we not enter
into a new covenant relation with God,
that will put into our hearts that love
that led Him to give His own Son to save
a fallen world? Shall we not unite as a
church in a great universal intercession
that will break down barriers, that will
move the hearts of men, and prepare
the way for God to do a mighty work?
This will prove the quickest and surest
way to bring about a revival within the
church and lead us into that deep spirit-
ual experience we long have sought.

“It may be that in lifting up your eyes
to see afar off the fields white unto the
harvest, you will receive into your own
hearts the abundant grace of God. . . .
When you begin to realize how destitute
of means the laborers are to carry for-
ward the work in-foreign fields, you will
do what you can to help, and your souls
will begin to revive, your spiritual appe-
tite will become healthy, and your mind
will be refreshed with the word of God,
which is a leaf from the tree of life for
the healing of the nations.”—Ibid., vol.
8, pp. 32, 33.

What opportunities are ours! What a
day in which to livel What grand and
glorious things we soon shall see! God
help us to rise and shine, for truly it is
time for the light of truth to go to all
the world.
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(Reading, Friday, November 15, 1963)

The Challenge to Adventist Youth

By ODD JORDAL

I HAVE a deep interest in the youth,
and I greatly desire to see them striv-
ing to perfect Christian characters,
seeking by diligent study and earnest
prayer to gain the training essential for
acceptable service in the cause of God. I
long to see them helping one another to
reach a higher plane of Christian experi-
ence.”—Messages to Young People, p. 1b.

In these momentous words from the
pen of Ellen G. White is defined the
main purpose of life for young people—
to strive for perfection of character, to
acquire training essential to acceptable
service for God, and to reach a higher
level of Christian experience. Each of
these objectives must be considered and
planned for or none of them will be
reached.

The development of Christian charac-
ter is the first goal we shall consider in
this reading. In doing so I would like to
draw your attention to Genesis 27:34, 35,
where we read: “When Esau heard the
words of his father, he cried with a great
and exceeding bitter cry, and said unto
his father, Bless me, even me also, O my
father.”

This text depicts the desperate feelings
of a man who discovers what he has lost
through neglect in life. The birthright
belonged to Esau by virtue of his birth.
It was an inheritance that he took very
much for granted, just as there are things
in life today that we take for granted.
Esau did not believe that he could lose
his birthright, and therefore he rashly
bargained with it. He traded it for a mess
of pottage, and seemed not to under-
stand what he had done until it could no
longer be reclaimed. When he realized
his mistake, the feeling of despair that
overtook him was akin to the anguish
that overtook Judas Iscariot. Judas, like
Esau, never properly evaluated his treas-
ures. He esteemed lightly the friendship
of Jesus, and bargained with the Master’s
life. Only after he had sold Jesus did he
realize the full import of what he had
done. Then, having set in motion forces
that could not be reversed, forces that
took his Master’s life, his life became in-
tolerable, and he chose to end it with a
rope.

Thousands of young people have had
a bitter experience such as that of Esau.
They have wasted in the most careless
manner the Christian values once be-
stowed upon them. Their intentions
might not at first have been to give up

their Christian principles, but, like the
prodigal son, they have gradually frit-
tered away their inheritance. Perhaps
without even noticing it, they have
drifted away from the ideals upon which
true happiness is based.

Every young person who wishes to
grow in strength and Christian character
will have to put himself under discipline.
Christian growth and character can only
be achieved when a person is willing to
accept Christian principles as the guiding
rule for everyday life.

We are living in an age when the hu-
man race utters loud cries for liberty.
Self-rule and self-determination have be-
come an obsession, not only with nations
but with individuals. It is the {ashion of
our time to throw away the so-called
yokes of bondage—taboos, customs, and,
not the least, principles, particularly
Christian principles. The Ten Com-
mandments have been deemed anti-
quated. Give the individual freedom, and
let him develop naturally without re-
straint. Such is the battle cry of today’s
social educators.

The results are evident in confused,
uprooted young men and women who
frequent the entertainment houses and
dance halls, or simply hang around on
street corners, too often ending up in
courtrooms where their irresponsible be-
havior results in fines or prison sen-
tences.

At such a time as this we in the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church lift our voices
to proclaim true liberty and freedom in
Christ. This liberty is no invitation to
throw away principles and step across
the dividing line between right and
wrong. We still believe and maintain
that there is great protection against mis-
ery and tragedy in the command, “Thou
shalt not.” Now, more than ever, the
world needs to see a demonstration of
young people who are willing, and also
happy, to answer with a definite Nol
when invitations are extended to them
to participate in what may be sinful or
even doubtful. We need young people
like Joseph who when tempted to sin
will answer, “How then can I do this
great wickedness, and sin against God?”
(Gen. 39:9).

We need men like Daniel and his com-
panions who will stand firm and straight
even if the whole community bows in ac-
ceptance of a philosophy and a mode of
conduct that is contrary to the Word of
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God. We also need women of high ideals
who, like Ruth, would never think of re-
turning to Moab once they have started
on the road to Canaan.

We are happy to count such young
people among our ranks today, young
people whose social behavior is so differ-
ent that the spotlight of the community
where they live falls upon them. I re-
member with pride and joy one instance
of this kind at the close of a summer
camp held at the head of a beautiful
fjord in western Norway. Four hundred
of our campers filled the platform of the
railroad station, waiting to board the
train for the homeward journey. At the
same time another group of about five
hundred youngsters jammed in to board
a train on the adjoining track. They
were heading for a football match some-
where on the other side of the mountain
divide.

The difference struck me immediately.
The order and impression of purity of
our group was a striking contrast to the
shouting, bottle-swinging, cigarette-smok-
ing herd of worldly youth that stampeded
down the platform alongside our young
people. I tarried on the platform until
the sound of the choruses sung by our
Missionary Volunteers died away as the
train gained distance.

As I stood there the stationmaster
walked over for a chat. “What a differ-
ence,” was his introductory remark. “A
fine group of young people you have
there, sir. Tell me, what organization do
they represent?” It was a pleasure to an-
swer. The behavior of our young people
had been a mighty sermon preached to
this official.

Training for Service

The second essential set forth in Sister
White’s introductory statement is for
young people to acquire training for ac-
ceptable service for God. The vastness of
the task of preaching the gospel to the
millions of people on this globe is almost
beyond comprehension, yet the task will
be done. According to our Lord’s great
prophecy in Matthew 24:14, the gospel
of the kingdom shall reach every nation.
It is evident, however, that this will be
accomplished through a limited number
of gospel workers, for Jesus said, “The
harvest truly is great, but the labourers
are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of
the harvest, that he would send forth
labourers into his harvest” (Luke 10:2).

As the work of the church expands
and branches into specialized fields such
as medicine, education, and dentistry,
the staffing of our institutions, missions,
and ministerial posts becomes increas-
ingly difficult. Oftentimes urgent calls go
unfilled for long periods of time, partic-
ularly in areas where advanced educa-
tion and professional experience are re-
quired. Our educational institutions and
our schools year after year are turning
out larger and ever larger groups of men
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and women with degrees, but still the
number of workers is insufficient.

In the Master’s parable the thought is
expressed that those servants who re-
ceived the greater number of talents
faithfully employed them for their Mas-
ter's benefit, whereas he who received
but one talent, withdrew it from circula-
tion. However, when it comes to serving
the Lord with our talents today, one gets
the impression that the picture has been
reversed. Many of our young people who
have undergone the discipline of special-
ized training, who are most needed, and
could be of greatest blessing to the
church, are using their talents in nonde-
nominational organizations.

We realize that we are living in an age
of great opportunities for young men
and women with education and profes-
sional training, and attractive salaries
and benefits are offered them. But should
not the needs of the Lord’s work be
given first consideration? We sincerely
appeal to our youth to fix their eyes on
the goal that is everlasting, and to chan-
nel their energy and talents into the
service of our Lord.

“Possessions” Also Mean Talents

A certain story in the Bible used to
cause me some difficulty to explain. It is
the story of the rich young man who
came to Jesus and asked what he should
do to gain life eternal (Matt. 19:16-22).
After Jesus had counseled with him and
learned something about the young man,
He asked him to give his possessions to
the poor, and serve Him. The Master’s
way of using that which was of value to
him seemed too hard, and he went away
sorrowful. After I arrived in the mission
field, however, I came to realize that
“possessions” are not only valuables in
land, property, and money, but also tal-
ents, such as skills, education, and train-
ing for service. Jesus wants us to invest
these for the good of others. Through
this story God is appealing to the youth
of our church to be ready to pull up
their roots and offer themselves in service
wherever they may be needed. God for-
bid that any, like the rich young man in
the Bible, should turn .away sorrowful
when Christ calls.

I challenge our youth to plan and to
train for a place in God’s work. I chal-
lenge our young people to join forces
with our missionary pioneers such as I
have met in the mission field of Ethiopia.
They left their homeland and opened
new territories for the gospel in Africa.
They sacrificed, but they have also
gained. They have seen the changes the
gospel effects in the lives of the people
around them. They have seen men and
women who were ridden with fear, pain,
and disease returned to health and hap-
piness. They work far from home, but
near to God. That is what counts in
the end.

Some of our missionaries have given

their lives for the cause they loved. Early
this morning, on the day I write these
words, I went to the cemetery on the
hillside above the Ethiopian capital of
Addis Ababa and prayed as the rising
sun created a pattern in gold on the
graves of some of these dear missionaries.
Here they rest. They answered Yes when
the Lord asked, “Whom shall I send, and
who will go for us?” (Isa. 6:8). They ex-
pended their talents for Ethiopia. One
day the Lord will say to each of them,
“Well done, thou good and faithful serv-
ant.”

Sister White pleads with our young
people to help one another reach a
higher level of Christian experience. It
is through such an experience that the
desire to serve is planted in our hearts.
Paul said in 2 Corinthians 5:14: “For
the love of Christ constraineth us.” We
need to experience this love. We need to
have a close relationship with our Lord.
To many of our young people Jesus is
almost a stranger. Some have merely
heard about Him. Only occasionally have
they listened to Him or spoken with
Him. I am here talking about our daily
devotions. It is through prayer and by
the reading of His Word, by association
with others of His children, and by going
to His house of worship that we become
more closely acquainted with Jesus.

As Seventh-day Adventist young people
most of us are members of our local Mis-
sionary Volunteer Society, where we en-
gage in a number of activities. But let us
remember that though it is necessary and
helpful for young people to have a bal-
anced program of social, physical, and
spiritual activities, the main purpose of
our organization is to help one another
reach a higher level of Christian experi-
ence, and to win friends for the gospel.
Therefore, the main energy of our ac-
tivities should be directed toward achiev-
ing this.

Nothing strengthens our own spiritual
life so much as bringing others to Jesus.
Let us by the grace of God endeavor to
be personal soul winners like the apostle
Andrew. We read that his personal con-
tact with Jesus made such an impression
upon his heart that he went and found
his brother Peter and said to him, “We
have found the Messias” (John 1:41).

My appeal to you today is to make
the discovery that Andrew made. Dis-
cover Jesus as your personal friend,
helper, and Saviour from sin. Accept His
principles for your life, and use them in
building a solid Christian character. I
appeal to you to plan and train for serv-
ice in God’s cause. The experience, the
joy, and the happiness that will come
through bringing souls into contact with
Jesus will more than repay you for your
effort. As you do this, I know that you
will one day hear the blessed words from

our Saviour’s lips, “Well done, thou
good and faithful servant . . . enter thou
into the joy of thy Lord.”
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(Reading, Sabbath, November 16, 1963)

Christ and His Church

By ELLEN G. WHITE

THE Lord has a people, a chosen
people, His church, to be His own,
His own fortress, which He holds
in a sin-stricken, revolted world; and He
intended that no authority should be
known in it, no laws be acknowledged by
it, but His own.

Satan has a large confederacy, his
church. Christ calls them the synagogue
of Satan because the members are the
children of sin. The members of Satan’s
church have been constantly working to
cast off the divine law, and confuse the
distinction between good and evil. Satan
is working with great power in and
through the children of disobedience to
exalt treason and apostasy as truth and
loyalty. . . .

At this time the church is to put on her
beautiful garments—“Christ our right-
eousness.” There are clear, decided dis-
tinctions to be restored and exemplified
to the world in holding aloft the com-
mandments of God and the faith of
Jesus® There is but one church in the
world who are at the present time stand-
ing in the breach, and making up the
hedge, building up the old waste places.”

How Heaven Views the Church

Although there are evils existing in the
church, and will be until the end of the
world, the church in these last days is to
be the light of the world that is polluted
and demoralized by sin. The church, en-
feebled and defective, needing to be re-
proved, warned, and counseled, is the
onlv obiect upon earth upon which
Christ bestows His supreme regard. The
world is a workshop in which, through
the co-operation of human and divine
agencies, Jesus is making experiments by
His grace and divine mercy upon human
hearts. Angels are amazed as they behold
the transformation of character brought
about in those who yield themselves to
God, and they express their joy in songs
of rapturous praise to God and to the
Lamb. They see those who are by nature
the children of wrath, converted and be-
coming laborers together with Christ in
drawing souls to God. They see those who
were in darkness becoming lights to shine
amid the moral night of this wicked and
perverse generation. They see them be-
coming prepared by a Christlike experi-
ence to suffer with their Lord, and after-
ward to be partakers with Him in His
glory in heaven above.

God has a church on earth who are lift-
ing up the downtrodden law, and pre-
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senting to the world the Lamb of God
that taketh away the sins of the world.
The church is the depositary of the
wealth of the riches of the grace of Christ,
and through the church eventually will
be made manifest the final and full dis-
play of the love of God to the world that
is to be lightened with its glory.®

God wants His people to be united in
the closest bonds of Christian fellowship;
confidence in our brethren is essential to
the prosperity of the church; union of
action is important in a religious crisis.
One imprudent step, one careless action,
may plunge the church into difficulties
and trials from which it may not recover
for years. . . .

As Jesus was about to leave His dis-
ciples, He prayed for them in a most
touching, solemn manner that they all
might be one “as Thou, Father, art in
Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be
one in Us. . . .” The apostle Paul in his
first epistle to the Corinthians exhorts
them to unity: “Now I beseech you,
brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing,
and that there be no divisions among you;
but that ye be perfectly joined together
in the same mind and in the same judg-
ment.”

God is leading a people out from the
world upon the exalted platform of eter-
nal truth, the commandments of God and
the faith of Jesus. He will discipline and
fit up His people. They will not be at
variance, one believing one thing, and
another having faith and views entirely
opposite, each moving independently of
the body. Through the diversity of the
gifts and governments that He has placed
in the church, they will all come to the
unity of the faith.

If one man takes his views of Bible
truth without regard to the opinions of
his brethren, and justifies his course, al-
leging that he has a right to his own pe-
culiar views, and then presses them upon
others, how can he be fulfilling the
prayer of Christ? And if another and still
another arises, each asserting his right
to believe and talk what he pleases with-
out reference to the faith of the body,
where will be that harmony which existed
between Christ and His Father, and
which Christ prayed might exist among
His brethren?

God is leading out a people and estab-
lishing them upon the one great plat-
form of faith, the commandments of God
and the testimony of Jesus. He has given

His people a straight chain of Bible
truth, clear and connected. This truth
iE of heavenly origin and has been
searched for as for hidden treasure. It
has been dug out through careful search-
ing of the Scriptures and through much
prayer.*
“He [God] is leading, not stray off-
shoots, not one here and one there, but a
eople. The truth is a sanctifying power;
ut the church militant is not the church
iumphant. There are tares among the
heat. ‘Wilt thou then that we . . . gather
hem up?’ was the question of the servant;
ut the master answered, ‘Nay; lest while
e gather up the tares, ye root up also
e wheat with them. The gospel net
raws not only good fish, but bad ones
s well, and the Lord only knows who are
is.” ®
I know that the Lord loves His church.
[t is not to be disorganized or broken up
into independent atoms. There is not the
least consistency in this; there is not the
least evidence that such a thing will
e ...
I warn the Seventh-day Adventist
hurch to be careful how you receive
very new notion and those who claim to
ave great light. The character of their
ork seems to be to accuse and to tear
own. *

ome Will Fall—Others Will Stand

Brethren and sisters, I appeal to you as
eventh-day Adventists to be all that this
ame signifies. There is danger of depart-
ing from the spirit of the message. . . .

It is difficult to hold fast the beginning
f our confidence firm unto the end; and
the difficulty increases when there are
idden influences constantly at work to
ring in another spirit, a counterwork-
ing element, on Satan's side of the ques-
ion. In the absence of persecution, there
ave drifted into our ranks some who
ppear sound, and their Christianity un-
uestionable, but who, if persecution
should arise, would go out from us. In the
risis, they would see force in specious
easoning that has had an influence on
their minds.

Satan has prepared various snares to
eet varied minds. When the law of God
i5 made void the church will be sifted by
ery trials, and a larger proportion than
e now anticipate, will give heed to se-
ucing spirits and doctrines of devils. In-
stead of being strengthened when brought
into strait places, many prove that they

re not living branches of the True Vine;
they bore not fruit, and the husbandman
taketh them away.

But when the world makes void the
law of God, what will be the effect upon
the truly obedient and righteous? Will
they be carried away by the strong cur-
Ent of evil? Because so many rank them-
selves under the banner of the prince of
darkness, will God’s commandment-keep-
ing people swerve from their allegiance?
Never! Not one who is abiding in Christ
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will fail or fall. His followers will bow in
obedience to a higher authority than that
of any earthly potentate. While the con-
tempt placed upon God’s commandments
leads many to suppress the truth and
show less reverence for it, the faithful
ones will with greater earnestness hold
aloft its distinguishing truths.”

The Church Ever on Gaining Ground

The church is to increase in activity
and to enlarge her bounds. Our mission-
ary efforts are to be expansive; we must
enlarge our borders. . .. While there have
been fierce contentions in the effort to
maintain our distinctive character, yet we
have as Bible Christians ever been on
gaining ground. *

We are now a strong people, if we will
put our trust in the Lord; for we are
handling the mighty truths of the word of
God. We have everything to be thankful
for. If we walk in the light as it shines
upon us from the living oracles of God,
we shall have large responsibilities, cor-
responding to the great light given us of
God. We have many duties to perform,
because we have been made the deposi-
tories of sacred truth to be given to the
world in all its beauty and glory. We are
debtors to God to use every advantage
He has entrusted to us to beautify the
truth of holiness of character, and to send
the message of warning, and of comfort,
of hope and love, to those who are in
the darkness of error and sin.®

Filled With the Holy Spirit

When the churches become living,
working churches, the Holy Spirit will be
given in answer to their sincere request.
Then the truth of God's word will be
regarded with new interest, and will be
explored as if it were a revelation just
from the courts above. Every declaration
of inspiration concerning Christ will take
hold of the inmost soul of those who love
Him. Envy, jealousy, evil surmising, will
cease. The Bible will be regarded as a
charter from heaven. Its study will absorb
the mind, and its truths will feast the
soul. The promises of God now repeated
as if the soul had never tasted of His
love, will then glow upon the altar of the
heart, and fall in burning words from the
lips of the messengers of God. They will
then plead with souls with an earnestness
that cannot be repulsed. Then the win-
dows of heaven will be open for the
showers of the latter rain. The followers
of Christ will be united in love.

The only way the truth can be pre-
sented to the world, in its pure and holy
character, is for those who claim to be-
lieve it, to be exponents of its power.
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ANNUAL OFFERING FOR MISSIONS

The Bible requires the sons and daugh-
ters of God to stand on an elevated
platform; for God calls upon them to rep-
resent Christ to the world. As they repre-
sent Christ, they represent the Father.
Unity of believers testifies of their oneness
with Christ, and this unity is required by
the accumulated light which now shines
upon the pathway of the children of God.

It is not the want of knowledge, or of
spiritual understanding, that will sepa-
rate us from the divine presence, and wit-
ness against us in the last day, but the
truth that has reached the understanding,
the light that has shone upon the soul and
has not been appreciated, will judge and
condemn us before God. My brethren,
if we were blind, we would not sin, but
we have been privileged to look upon
great light. The treasures of truth and
knowledge have been bestowed upon us
without limit, and we are guilty in propor-
tion to our failure to live up to the truth
that has been placed within our reach.

The character and work of many of the
professed followers of Christ will not bear
the test of God’s holy law. The Spirit of
God is not in their worship, and the wor-
ship is not acceptable to God. There is no
excuse for their present coldness. They
have the riches of the truth, and make a
boast of their knowledge, but they are
content to make no advancement.*

To us as a people God has given great
light, and He calls upon us to let it
shine forth to those in darkness. By us the
light, the power, of a living truth is to be
given to the world. From us there is to
shine forth to those in darkness a clear,
steady light, kept alive by the power of
God. We are charged to use the light
given us to create other lights, that our
fellow men may rejoice in the truth. Let
us not disregard the charge. . . . -

As the end draws near, the work of God
is to increase in full strength and purity
and holiness. The workers are to be filled
with love for God and for one another.
They are to cherish principles of the
strictest integrity. When the true keynote
is struck, God will reveal Himself as a
God of mercy and love. Angels of heaven
will draw near to the members of the
church on earth to ald them in their
necessity.

Let us ever remember that we are la-
borers together with God. In this heav-
enly union we shall carry forward His
work with completeness, with singing and
rejoicing. In every soul will be kindled
the fire of holy zeal. Company after com-
pany will leave the dark standard of
the foe to come up to the help of the
Lord, to the help of the Lord against
the mighty.

God’s workers must gain a far deeper
experience. If they will surrender all to
Him, He will work mightily for them.
They will plant the standard of truth
upon fortresses till then held by Satan,
and with shouts of victory take possession
of them. They bear the scars of battle, but
there comes to them the comforting mes-
sage that the Lord will lead them on,
conquering and to conquer.”

The Church Victorious

Now the church is militant, now we are
confronted with a world in midnight
darkness, almost wholly given over to
idolatry. But the day is coming in which
the battle will have been fought, the vic-
tory won. The will of God is to be done
on earth, as it is done in heaven. Then
the nations will own no other law than
the law of heaven. All will be a happy,
united family, clothed with the garments
of praise and thanksgiving,—the robe of
Christ’s righteousness. All npature in its
surpassing loveliness will offer to God a
constant tribute of praise and adoration.
The world will be bathed in the light of
heaven. The years will move on in glad-
ness. The light of the moon will be as the
light of the sun, and the light of the sun
will be sevenfold greater than it is now.
Over the scene the morning stars will
sing together, and the sons of God will
shout for joy, while Christ and God will
unite in proclaiming, “There shall be no
more sin, neither shall there be any more
death.”. . .

We must have a view of the future, and
of the blessedness of heaven. Stand on
the threshold of eternity, and hear the
gracious welcome given to those who in
this life have co-operated with Christ, re-
garding it as a privilege and an honor to
suffer for His sake. As they unite with
the angels, they cast their crowns at the
feet of their Redeemer, exclaiming,
*Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to
receive power, and riches, and wisdom,
and strength, and honor, and glory, and
blessing. . . . Honor and glory, and power,
be unto him that sitteth upon the throne,
and unto the Lamb forever and ever.”

Will you catch the inspiration of the
vision? Will you let your mind dwell upon
the picture? *
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Childven's Lessons for the Week 0/ Prayer, 1003

General Suggestions
to Leaders

A Week of Prayer in the lives of boys and
girls can well be a turning point in their ex-
perience that will mean much throughout
their lives. A brief survey of the following
lessons will show that there is no narrowed
theme in this series of studies. In preparing
them we have tried to cover what we feel
are the most essential phases of the Chris-
tian life.

May we suggest that a build-up of the topic
titles be made and added to each day. This
may be done on the blackboard or on a large
card. If the series is confined to only the five
days of the school week, then one of the
topics will have to be omitted. But at the end
of the week the listing should look something
like this:

God LOVES You

God TALKS to You
God LISTENS to You
God OFFERS to You
God HELPS You

God CALLS You

Throughout the week emphasis should be
laid on the theme of “God and You,” making
the application to the individual as direct
as possible. The more we can help the boys
and girls understand the real relationship
-that they can have with God, the more they
will appreciate and value their religious faith.

If as leaders we can be sure that our own
consecration is complete, then the influence
of our lives will make its impress on the
pliable minds of the children and give em-
phasis to what we say.

May God richly bless and direct, that this
may prove a fruitful week for our boys and
girls.

LESSON 1
God LOVES You

Jimmy lived near one of the banks of a big
viver, How he loved to go and play in some of
the shallow places where he knew it was safel
Sometimes he would throw sticks out as far
as he could and watch them float down with
the current,

Then one day Jimmy decided to make a
special little boat that he could attach to a
string and let sail out on the big river. With
the string he could pull it back.

From the day he first thought of it Jimmy
dreamed of his boat. As soon as he could he
started work on it. With real effort he carved
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and whittled. Days went by, and finally
Jimmy had one of the finest handmade toy
boats any boy ever owned. Even his daddy
was proud of the job Jimmy had done.

Then one day Jimmy happily took his

boat to the river for its trial run. What a
thrill Jimmy felt as he let out the string and
the wind caught the sails of the little vessel
and carried it smoothly out across the water!
For days afterward it was hard to get Jimmy
to think of anything else but sailing his boat.
Sailing it was especially fun because he had
made it himself.

One day the wind was stronger than usual,
so his daddy told Jimmy that he’'d better not
try to sail his boat that day. But Jimmy was
sure everything would be all right, so, down
to the river he went. He put his precious boat
on the water, set the sails, held tightly to the
string, and watched eagerly as the brisk wind
quickly carried the boat out over the choppy
waters.

At first Jimmy was more careful than usual.
He didn’t let it out very far. But as he
got braver he let out more and more string.
Finally the boat was out so far that every
now and then Jimmy couldn’t even see it as
it bobbed up and down on the waves.

Then Jimmy decided he had better pull
the boat back in. He started winding up the
string.

But something was wrong! The string was
coming in, but there was no boat tied to it.
Frantically Jimmy pulled in all the string,
then ran along the riverbank as he watched
his precious boat sail farther and farther
away.

What a terrible day that was! He was sure
his boat was gone forever. Slowly he trudged
back home to tell his parents about his
heartbreaking experience. For days he was
sad over the loss of his boat.

A number of weeks later Jimmy and his
father went to town several miles away down
river from their home. While father was do-
ing some shopping, Jimmy thought he would
enjoy. looking in the store windows. From one
store to another he went, looking at many
things.

Then he came to a special store that had
more things to interest a boy. In the window
were model cars, trains, boats, and-—boats!
His eyes stared. Jimmy froze to the spot,
What was that he saw? He couldn’t believe it!

He dashed through the store entrance and
up to the owner of the store. “Please give
me that special sailboat you have on the
stand in the window,” he blurted out. “That’s
my boatl I made it, and it belongs to me."

“Wait a minute,” said the man. “That
isn’t your boat. You can’t have it unless you
pay the selling price for it.” The man went to
get the boat from the window. A right fine
boat this is,” said the man, ‘“And whoever
made it did a mighty fine job on it. But I
can’t let you have it unless you buy it.”

Then Jimmy told how he had lost his
precious boat, The man felt sorry, but he
saigd Jimmy would have to pay eight dollars
for| the boat, because he had bought the boat
from the finder. Even father, when he came,
agreed that the man was right. But eight
dollars was a lot more money than Jimmy
had. The storeman agreed to set the boat
aside for a time so Jimmy could get the
mohey he needed.

It wasn't easily done. Jimmy worked hard
at odd jobs to earn a few dimes. He saved
every penny he got. Finally the day came
when Jimmy had enough. He could haxdly
wait to go and buy back his boat. After pay-
ing|the man, Jimmy hugged his boat to him
as he said, “Now you are twice mine! First I
made you and you belonged to me. Then I
lost|you; but now I have bought you back,
S0 ypu are twice mine!” And tears of joy filled
Jimmy’s eyes as he hurried out of the store.
He |loved and treasured his boat even more
after that.

This story helps us to understand how
much we mean to God. He made the world
and|all the wonderful things in it. It all be-
longed to Him. He loved Adam and Eve, for
they| were His children in a special way. But
then| Satan tempted them, and they fell. How
sad Jesus and His Father were. But because
God|loved the world and its fallen people He
would redeem them, What a price had to be
paid} Only the life of Jesus was enough. This
is what it cost for Heaven to redeem even one
soul from the earth, What deep love it shows.
Yes, land the price would have been paid if
you were the only one to be saved. Do you
think God and Jesus love you? Ah, yes, far
more than we can tell.

God speaks to us in the Bible and says, “I
have | loved thee with an everlasting love:
therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn
thee’| (Jer. 31:3). John tells us that “God so
loved| the world, that he gave his only be-
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life”
(John 3:16). Paul adds to this and says that
we “gre bought with a price” (1 Cor. 6:20).
And ge apostle Peter says that this price was

“the precious blood of Christ” (1 Peter 1:19).
It wasn’t easy for God to give His Son to
this tLorld. and it wasn’t easy for Jesus to
turn away from the glory He had with His
Father and come to this world of sin where
He had to suffer and die for us. It took the
strongest and truest love in the universe,

Have you ever thought of what it would be
like to give your life so that someone else
could |live? That’s what Danny thought he
was doing one day.

Danpny's little sister was very sick in the
hospital. The doctor was afraid she might
die. There was only one hope to save her—
they must find someone who would be will-
ing to|give some of his blood that the doctor
could transfer to the little girl’s body. It was
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in the days before there were blood banks
where the doctor could get just what he
needed, as he would be able to do today.

After a number of tests it was found that
Danny had just the right kind of blood for
his sister. The doctor sat down and talked to
Danny and told him what they needed, and
just how they would take some of his blood
and give it to his sister so she could get well
again.

Danny thought about it for a few minutes.
He really loved his sister, so he told the
doctor Yes. He was taken into a special room
where they put into a Vein in his arm a hol-
low needle attached to a tube, and in a
moment that wonderful colored fluid started
flowing into a special bottle. After a time the
doctor felt he had enough, so he carefully
took the blood in the bottle and let it flow
into a vein in Danny’s sister’'s arm. How
thankful everyone was when sister soon was
getting better.

But one of the nurses went back to the
room where Danny was resting. She found
him crying as if his heart would break. She
tried to comfort and cheer him as she told
him what a brave boy he had been to help
his little sister. Finally the doctor came too,
and after a bit Danny looked up through his
tears as he asked, “When will I die?”

A look of astonishment came over the doc-
tor’s face, and a moment later he put his
arm around Danny. “My boy,” he said, “you
aren’t going to die. Soon yowll be as good as
new, and your body will make more blood
to take the place of what you gave for your
sister.”

Danny had thought he was giving his life
so his sister could get well. He loved her that
much, even though it hadn’t been easy.
Would you be willing to do as much?

Jesus loved you enough to die for you, and
because He had never sinned He arose from
the grave and is alive today. His love for you
never changes. He wants to be your truest
Friend. He says, “My son, give me thine
heart” (Prov. 23:26). Do you hear His voice
today? Won’t you say, “Here I am, Lord
Jesus; take me and make me a true child of
Thine”?

(An appropriate close would be to sing
the songs “Give Your Heart to Jesus” and
“Into My Heart.”)

dTALKs to You

All of us enjoy talking to our friends, don‘t
we? And we like to have them talk to us too.

In our friendship with God and Jesus there
should be a lot of conversation. We should
talk to God, and we should also let Him
talk to us. Did you ever think that maybe we
would learn more if we let Him do more than
half of the talking?

How does God talk to us? Back in the be-
ginning of this world before Adam and Eve
sinned they had the wonderful privilege of
talking face to face with God. There in the
Garden of Eden, God came and visited with
them., He must have told them all about the
great worlds out in space, about the heaven
where God’s home is, and about all the things
that Adam and Eve should do if they wanted
always to be happy. But when sin came in,
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man could no longer talk directly with God,
for no sinner can live in God’s presence.

So God had to plan for some other ways
that He could give His messages to the
people of this world. He wanted so much
for everyone to have a chance to know that
He loves them and wants to help them find
the way to heaven. This has been the great
longing of His heart through all the years
since Adam sinned.

What are the ways God talks to man? How
does He talk to you? Are you listening for
His voice as you live each passing day?

One of the nicest ways God talks is
through the beautiful things of nature. Here
we may learn of His great creative power, of
how He can take a tiny seed and make it into
a mighty tree. We see His love of beauty as
He paints the glowing sunsets and puts the
delicate colors on the velvet rosebuds. On
every hand, from the smallest insect to the
largest mountain, are the most wonderful
things in nature’s book that speak to us of
God and His love. Are you listening to His
voice?

And then we have the Bible, written by
holy men of God as they were moved by the
Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:21). Here God speaks
directly to our hearts. Here is His special
letter that tells us how we should live. Here
we find His rules that point the way for
winning in the game of life. Here is told the
wonderful story of Jesus and how He gained
the victory over sin and left an example for
us to follow. Are you listening to God’s voice
through the Bible each day?

A third and very important way that God
talks to us is by His Holy Spirit as He speaks
through each conscience. It is the still small
voice that guides us and turns us away from
wrong. Isaiah called it “a word behind thee,
saying, This is the way, walk ye in it” (Isa.
30:21). Sometimes we don’t like to hear
God’s voice because we want to do the evil
things Satan shows us. An old Indian who
had learned to love the white man’s God said
that his conscience was “a three-cornered
something” that pricked him whenever he
turned from the Jesus way. Actually it is
God'’s voice that speaks to our soul and helps
us to avoid wrong.

Marjorie found it that way when she dis-
covered mother’s beautiful cake on the
kitchen table. She had just come home from
school and she felt sure she was starving to
death. Oh, how good that cake looked! If
she could only have a piecel Though she
knew she shouldn’t eat it without permis-
ston, Marjorie wanted some of that cake. The
more she stood and looked at it the more she
wanted it. A little voice seemed to tell her
that she should get away where she wouldn’t
see the cake and be tempted by it. But she
couldn’t make herself leave. Then she
reached out her finger to scrape up a bit of
frosting on the edge of the plate.

“Mm-m-m, that really is good,” she said to
herself. So she went even closer to the cake.
She started to dig her finger into the side of
the cake, when she was startled by what
sounded to her like a voice. “Marjorie, leave
mother’s cake alone,” it said. It seemed so
real that Marjorie turned around to see if
someone was there. And then she knew it
was God’s still small voice speaking to her.
Later that evening she was glad she had lis-
tened and obeyed, for she found that the
cake was for some special company mother
was having for dinner.

Have you ever heard God’s voice speaking

to you when you were tempted to do wrong?
You will be happy if you always listen for
it and do what it says.

Ellen G. White and Elder White were start-
ing a journey to some meetings where Mrs.
White was to preach to the people. They had
packed their things, gone to the train sta-
tion, and then found some seats in one of the
cars of the train. Since it was nighttime and
they were tired from a busy day, Elder White
settled down and was going to rest while they
traveled.

But a voice seemed to speak to Mrs. White
and tell her that they shouldn’t stay where
they were. Finally she turned to her hus-
band and said, “We must not stay in this car,”
So they took their things and went to the last
car of the train. They had traveled only about
three miles when there was a terrible wreck.
The engine and most of the cars were twisted
and broken. The only car of the train that
was safe was the last one, the one to which
Elder and Mrs. White had moved. The car
they were in first was broken and wrecked.
You can be sure that the Whites were glad
they had listened to the voice of God that
spoke to them that night.

A number of years ago a young preacher
and his wife were pastoring a small church
in eastern Idaho. They lived in a little apart-
ment in the back part of the church. One
Friday evening this man had built a good fire
in the special stove that was used to heat the
water for the baptistry. The next day there
was to be a baptism of some people who had
accepted Jesus and His way. All evening the
fire was kept hot. Even after the young man
and his wife had gone to bed it was necessary
to keep the fire going, so during the night he
got up every hour to put more coal in the
stove.

About three o’clock he awoke with a start.
It seemed as if someone had called him. He
sat up in the darkness and wondered if he
had been dreaming. Then he smelled smoke.
Quickly he jumped out of bed and dashed
down the stairway to the basement, where the
water heater stove was installed. When he
got there he found the wall behind the stove
was afire. He quickly filled a dishpan with
water and after several hasty trips to the
kitchen he put the fire out.

After things cooled down and he stood
and looked the situation over, he realized
who had called him. It surely was God’s voice,
probably through an angel. If it had come
only a moment or two later it would have
been too late to save the church from burn-
ing on that cold winter night. (I was that
young man twenty-one years ago.)

Yes, God does talk to His children in many
ways—through nature, through the Bible,
through His Holy Spirit, and by-His angels.
Are you listening for His voice? “Today if
you will hear his voice, harden not your
heart.”

LISTENS to- You  *

Yesterday we learned about how God talks
to us. Today we want to remember that He
also listens to us. Our part of the conversa-
tion with God is called prayer.

Many people have tried to tell us what
prayer is. I'm not sure that any definition is
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really complete. Here is what some have said
about prayer:

“Prayer is the opening of the heart to God
as to a friend.” “Prayer is the key in the hand
of faith to unlock heaven's storehouse.”
“Prayer is the most powerful force in the
world.” “Prayer is the secret of the victo-
rious life, and there is no other.” “The dark-
ness of the evil one incloses those who neglect
to pray.” “Prayer does not bring God down
to us, but brings us up to Him.” -

How wonderful it is that we can talk to
God our Father in heaven, and to Jesus our
Saviour. And the promise of Jesus is that
“whatever you ask in prayer, believe that
you receive it, and you will” (Mark 11:24,
R.8.V).

Have you ever wished you had a key to the
big vault in the bank? And that you had
been told when you received the key that you
could help yourselt to any of the riches that
were kept in that vault? Of course this would
never happen, for only robbers help them-
selves to the treasures kept in bank vaults,
But think of having the key to the storehouse
of God’s wonderful treasures! That is exactly
what prayer is. By it you have access to all
the riches of heaven.

Have you ever heard about Herkimer? He
was a poor man who lived with his family
near a large lake. Things had not been go-
ing well for his family for some time. Their
home was poor, and quite often his family
did not even have enough to eat.

One day Herkimer was feeling especially
bad, so he thought he would go for a walk
down by the lake. Somctimes a long look
out over the lake made him feel.better,

He was plodding along with his hands in
his pockets as he neared the water. Suddenly
he was startled by a desperate cry for help.
He looked quickly across the lake and his
eyes searched its surface so he would know
where the cry came from. Finally he saw a
young man that was in trouble. Herkimer
pulled off his shoes and extra clothes and
dived into the cold lake waters. It was a good
thing he was a good swimmer. He got to the
drowning youth none too soon, and after a
desperate struggle he pulled him out onto
the beach, where he gave him artificial
respiration, which resulted in saving the
young man’s life.

After a while the young man was able to
tell Herkimer who he was and where he lived,
so Herkimer took him to his home. There
Herkimer learned that he had saved David
Jackson, the son of a very rich man. The
boy’s family were most thankful for what
Herkimer had done. They wanted to pay him
much money. But Herkimer didn’t want pay
for doing what he well knew was only his
duty.

So Mr. Jackson decided to do something
special for Herkimer. He went to a friend of
his who made beautiful hand-carved chests.
Mr. Jackson ordered one of the best chests
the man had. It was large like a cedar chest,
and most beautifully made.

One day he had the chest delivered to
Herkimer’s home, The little house had never
contained such a lovely piece of furniture.
When the deliveryman left the chest, he also
left an envelope containing a key to the chest
and a letter of thanks from the Jacksons.

Herkimer and his family put the chest in
the nicest spot they had in their living room.
They carefully took the key and put it in
a special drawer for safekeeping. They
wouldn’t open the chest. Oh no! It was too
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precious and beautiful for that. They kept
it dusted and scarcely dared set anything on
it for fear something might scratch or dam-
age it.

Days and weeks and months went by.
Finally Herkimer’s family became so poor
they were really desperate. Mrs. Herkimer got
sick and had to be taken to the hospital,
where she had to stay for several weeks. Her-
kimer was greatly worried how he could pos-
sibly pay all his bills and feed his family.

One day after she was back home Mrs.
Herkimer turned to her husband and said,
*My dear, have you ever opened the chest
that Mr. Jackson sent you? It might be that
there is something in it that would help us.”

Herkimer thought about it. He agreed that
maybe Mr. Jackson had put something in
the chest. But should they open it? He wasn’t
sure. It was such a beautiful and precious
thing. At last Herkimer decided it wouldn’t
hurt to look. But where was the key? No one
could remember where they had put it
They searched and searched, and finally
found it. Then the family gathered around
as Herkimer put the key into the lock, turned
it, and opened the lid.

A gasp went up from the children, and
even from Herkimer and his wife, for there
before them, some in bundles and some in
boxes, were hundreds of bills, some $5, and
some $10, and even more. And to think that
all that money had been there waiting for
them all that time! How Herkimer wished
they had used the key to the chest long be-
fore!

Do I hear you saying, “What foolish peo-
plel Why didn’t they use the key earlier and
open the chest?”

But what about the key God has given you
to His storehouse? How much are you using
it? It can bring you riches too. Of course, it
doesn’t exactly mean money. But money isn’t
what we need most. We need God’s blessings
of love, of happiness, of peace, of help in our
fight against sin, and of forgiveness for sin,

Aren’t you glad that God is willing to lis-
ten to you? If you pray with a sincere heart,

He will answer in the way He knows is best '

for you.

Ellen G. White says: “To every sincere
prayer an answer will come. It may not come
just as you desire, or at the time you look for
it; but it will come in the way and at the
time that will best meet your need.”—Mes-
sages to Young People, p. 250.

“Jesus would have the children and the
youth come to Him with the same confidence
with which they go to their parents. As a
child asks his mother or father for bread
when he is hungry, so the Lord would have
you ask Him for the things which you
need. . . .

“Jesus knows the needs of children, and
He loves to listen to their prayers. . . .

“Then, children, ask God to do for you
those things that you cannot do for your-
selves. Tell Jesus everything. Lay open hefore
Him the secrets of your heart; for His eye
searches the inmost recesses of the soul, and
He reads your thoughts as an open book.
When you have asked for the things that are
necessary for your soul’s good, believe that
you receive them, and you shall have them.”
~—The Adventist Home, p. 299.

God is listening for your prayers to Him,
Don’t fail to have some special times each day
when you talk to Him, for only in this way
can He give you His blessing and make you
His child.

LESSON 4
God OFFERS to You

Little John stood facing his teacher in
front of the class. He had a real problem. She
was holding out to him two small boxes.
They both looked exactly alike, were the
same size, and were wrapped in the same
kind of paper. But the teacher had said
there was quite a difference in the two boxes,
for inside one box was a bright, shiny penny;
inside the other was a crisp, new, one-dollar
bill. John could have whichever he wanted.
That was John’s problem. He would much
rather have the one with the dolar bill in it,
but how could he know? He had to choose
one and hope it was right. I was very glad
when he opened the little box he had picked
and out popped the crisp new bill. You can
imagine that his classmates were glad too.
As I thought about John I couldn’t help
remembering that God offers us some
choices too. He doesn’t force us to go His
way. He leaves it to us to choose. He says,
‘See, I have set before thee this day life and
good, and death and evil” (Deut. 30:15).
Then He adds, *“Therefore choose life, that
both thou and thy seed may live” (verse 19).
Quite often I have traveled by train. One
day I had some extra time before the train
was due to leave, so I walked down the tracks
to where the great Diesel engines stood wait-
ng to pull that long passenger train on our
trip to Chicago. I was peeking around trying
o learn what I could, but there wasn’t really
much to see for the engines were mostly en-
closed and protected. As I stood around and
ooked, one of the engineers came along and
noticed that I was interested in those en-
rines.
”"Have you ever secen the inside of one of
hese?” he asked me. When I told him No,
he invited me to climb up inside with him.
Chere he showed me those huge engines
that have such great strength they can eas-
ily pull a passenger train half a mile long at
speeds up to 100 miles an hour.
When I went back to my seat in the train
I did some thinking about those engines.
How marvelous they were. What power
and ability they had. Look at little me; I
sweat and tug to pull a toy wagon loaded
with a couple of sacks of sand. How I wish I
had the power of one of those engines. What
great things I could do!
But then I thought some more. Would I
really change places with the engine? Though
it has great power and ability, yet it has to
he told exactly what to do. It can do nothing
without the engineer directing it and pulling
the levers and pushing the buttons that make
the engine do what he wants it to do, not
what the engine wants to do.
Then I was glad that God made me as
He did, not a mere machine that has to do
only what God wants me to do, but one that
can choose and be free to select all along the
way of life. Like John, I find myself wanting
to choose the best, even better than the dollar
that he chose.
When God made Adam and Eve He could
have made them so they would never have
ijnned. But had He done so, no one in this
orld would ever have had the freedom and
power of choosing to serve God.
Without question it would have saved a lot
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of trouble. All of the sin and the terrible
results it has brought would never have been.
But God didn’t want that kind of people on
this earth or in His universe. He wants only
those who choose to love Him and who want
to follow His way.

Some young people think they can drift
along with the crowd and follow their
wishes and desires wherever they lead, with-
out taking any strong stand for right and
truth. Believe what you want to, do whatever
your feelings tell you to do, and don’t worry
about what will happen afterward—this
seems to be the teaching of some of these
freethinkers. If only they could come to un-
derstand and believe that there are two great
powers in the world, each one offering a way
of life to all living persons.

On one side is the God of love, the Cre-
ator of the universe and the One who planned
this earth to be a place of supreme happiness
for everyone. On the other side is Satan, the
devil who rebelled against God and who is
determined to get every human being he pos-
sibly can to turn against God and join his
side in the battle between good and evil.
Each of these powers wants every boy and
girl and man and woman to join the battle
on his side.

Satan comes to us with the most alluring
and enticing offers for good times and thrills,
with promises of riches and honor. He holds
out a picture of all the wonderful things that
he says will be ours if only we will follow his
way. But he carefully keeps us from seeing
the other side of the picture until after he
gets us in his trap. Then we find that the
wages of sin is death, and even before death
comes we must pass through all the terrible
feeling of unhappiness, trouble, heartache,
and guilt that always go with sin. Yes, Satan
wraps the package he offers us as nearly like
the package that God has for us as is possi-
ble. But oh, how he lies, for the package con-
tains nothing but worthless imitations of the
real,

On the other hand, Jesus came to this
earth so He could help us really know what is
in the package that God is holding out to us.
He says: “These things have I spoken unto
you, that my joy might remain in you, and
that your joy might be full” (John 15:11).
“And every one that hath forsaken
houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my
name’s sake, shall receive an hundredfold,
and shall inherit everlasting life” (Matt.
19:29). “Seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you” (Matt. 6:33).

Jesus did not say we would never have any
troubles if we follow Him, but He made it
clear that He would not only help us through
our troubles but also give us a rich reward
in His kingdom. This reward includes eternal
life in a land where sin will never enter. In
this beautiful world made new we may ever
enjoy the wonders of God’s creative power.
“Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared for them
that love him” (1 Cor. 2:9).

There isn’t any question about which
package 1 want to choose. And God has
promised to help us know which are the
right choices if we will only surrender our
lives to Him and ask for His guidance.

Many people have visited a special place far
up in the Canadian Rockies where the prov-
inces of Alberta and British Columbia come
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together on a high summit. There a large
sign has been put up that says, “The Great
Divide.”

From the distant peaks high up in the
mountains a little rippling stream comes flow-
ing down. It is fed by the rains and melting
snows and soon becomes a sparkling creek,
and finally a small river. As it comes to this
spot where the sign has been placed, it sepa-
rates, making two streams. One goes west-
ward and becomes the mighty Columbia
River that flows down across the lovely val-
leys of the West. Its wonderful waters are
used to help millions of people live better
lives. The other part of this stream flows east
and north to form the Saskatchewan and
then the Nelson rivers, ending at last in the
Arctic Ocean where it is cold and useless.
Men must constantly be on guard against
its crushing ice packs, which can bring death
and destruction.

What an illustration this is of our lives.
Like the little stream that danced and sang
along over the pebbles and stones, we too
laugh and play through our childhood days.
Then suddenly we come to a great divide, a
special time in life when we must choose
which way we will go. Unlike the water, we
are given the chance to choose. No one can do
it for us; in our own hearts we must decide
which way we will go.

There are only two ways to travel, the right
way or the wrong, the narrow road or the
broad, the way that leads to life and heaven
or the path to death and destruction. Which
will it be for you?

Just before he died Joshua stood before the
children of Israel to give them his farewell
sermon. He had led God’s people into the
Promised Land and had helped each of the
tribes find their homes in that fruitful coun-
try. As Joshua reminded them of how God
had helped them and led them, he also men-
tioned how many of their people had gone
after heathen gods and what trouble it had
brought. Then Joshua begged his people to
stay true to the God of heaven. He said,
“Choose you this day whom ye will serve ...
but as for me and my house, we will serve
the Lord” (Joshua 24:15).

“Wouldn't you like to choose God’s side too?

(At this point make a consecration call for
surrender and a willingness to follow the
Master.)

Have you ever gone fishing? I wouldn’t sug-
gest it as one of the better ways to spend our
time, though there are many people who get
much pleasure from fishing. And, of course,
there are people who earn their living this
way. Today I would like to mention one big
lesson we may learn from fishing.

Most people who go fishing like to make
sure they have exactly the right kind of
equipment and the very best bait. Then they
choose the places that they feel will give
them the best chance to catch something.
They may go to a hidden lake in some far-
away mountain area, or find a lovely river
where they think some fish may be hiding.
There they put some tempting bait on a
hook, cast the line out over the water, and
wait and hope that some unsuspecting and

hungry fish will come along and grab it. And
usually some fish are caught,

Have you ever stopped to think about the
devil as a fisherman? He dangles his baited
hooks out in front of boys and girls, and
older ones too. He doesn’t give up easily,
cither. The bait that he holds out to wus
often fools us. He makes sure the hook is
hidden, just as the fisherman hides his hook.
I'm sure if a fish knew a hook was hiding in
the bait, it would never bite and of course
would never get caught.

I have seen boys and girls who thought
they could nibble and nibble at Satan’s bait
and not get caught. It is dangerous business,
for if we play around with sin, sooner or later
we will get caught,

A showman once had a large boa constric-
tor that he had trained to obey him. It was a
huge monster and at his bidding it would
glide out of its cage and wind itself around
the man’s body and head, finally stretching
its big head out over the audience. Everyone
thought it was really great for a man to have
such control over an animal, and they cheered
heartily.

One evening at a given signal the snake
slid along the floor and wound itself around
the man’s body. The people applauded, and
then after a bit the man gave the command
for the snake to return to its cage. But it
paid no attention. The man spoke again, but
still the snake didn’t obey. Then the man
shook his shoulders in an effort to get the
snake to do as he was told. As he did this the
boa constrictor tightened its grip on the man’s
body, and then, before the eyes of the hor-
rified audience, the snake crushed the man
to death.

So it is with sin; we cannot play with it
and expect to be able to shake off at will the
evil habits we have learned. Sin and Satan
may get a grip on us that is almost impossible
for us to break. In fact, it cannot be broken
without the help of Jesus.

I am glad that God has provided a way of
safety for us. “There hath no temptation
taken you but such as is common to man:
but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to
be tempted above that ye are able; but will
with the temptation also make a way to
escape, that ye may be able to bear it” (1
Cor. 10:13). The apostle Peter says, “The
Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out
of temptations” (2 Peter 2:9).

We must surrender our lives to Jesus and
let Him take over. We cannot gain the victory
by ourselves. “Can the Ethiopian change his
skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye
also do good, that are accustomed to do evil”
(Jer. 13:23). It is just as impossible for us to
do good of our own selves as it is for a man
to change the color of his skin.

“There must be a power working from
within, a new life from above, before men
can be changed from sin to holiness. That
power is Christ. His grace alone can quicken
the lifeless facuities of the soul, and attract
it to God.”—Steps to Christ, p, 18.

Some may have “an idea that they must do
some part of the work alone. They have
trusted in Christ for the forgiveness of sin,
but now they seek by their own efforts to live
aright. But every such effort must fail” (ibid.,
p- 69). “The only hope for us if we would
overcome is to unite our will to God’s will
and work in co-operation with Him, hour by
hour and day by day.”—Thoughts From the
Mount of Blessing, p. 143.

How wonderful it is that we don’t have to
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try to overcome alone. Jesus is our helper.
When Satan or some of his angels come to us
with their temptations, we ¢can have the same
victory Jesus had. All we have to do is to
pray for it in faith, and help will come
from the great legions of heaven. Once when
Jesus was in danger He said that if He asked
His Father He could immediately have more
than twelve legions of angels to come to His
aid. And Jesus will do just as much for us if
we need help and ask for it.

One of the stories of the Bible that always
gives me real faith in what God can and will
do for His children is that of Elisha and his
servant when they were trapped by their
enemies in the city of Dothan, The Syrians
were at war with Israel and were causing a
lot of trouble to God's people. But God
helped Elisha to know the plans of the Syri-
ans, and each time the Syrians planned some
new battle strategy, Elisha would tell the
king of Israel about it. Finally the king of
Syria got terribly upset. He demanded to
know who it was among his officers that was
the traitor who was helping the king of
Isracl. One of his servants said, “None, my
lord, O king: but Elisha, the prophet that is
in Israel, telleth the king of Israel the words
that thou speakest in thy bedchamber” (2
Kings 6:12).

So the king of Syria made up his mind to
get rid of Elisha. He sent spies to find him.
After a time they reported that Elisha was
in the city of Dothan. Then the king of Syria
sent horses and chariots and a great host of
soldiers and surrounded the city by night.
In the early morning when Elisha's serv-
ant got up, behold “an host compassed the
city both with horses and chariots” (verse
15).

The servant was terrified. ”Alas, my mas-
ter! how shall we do?” he cried out. But
Elisha knew God better than the servant did.
He was sure that God hadn’t forsaken them,
and he was confident that God would help
them. Elisha turned to his servant and calmly
said, “Fear not: for they that be with us are
more than they that be with them.” Then
Elisha prayed and asked God to open the
servant’s eyes. “And, behold, the mountain
was full of horses and chariots of fire round
about Elisha” (verse 17).

The rest of the story is one great victory.
Elisha asked God to smite the enemy with
blindness, which He did, and then Elisha and
his servant went out to the leaders of the
enemy host and led them all the way to Sa-
maria and presented them as captives to the
king of Israel.

We may not be in a battle where enemy
soldiers are seeking our lives, but we do fight
an enemy that is just as real. The legions of
Heaven's host stand ready to help us. “He
[God] would sooner send every angel out of
heaven to protect His people, than leave one
soul that trusts in Him to be overcome by
Satan.”—The Great Controversy, p. 560.

The apostle Paul said, “Thanks be to God,
which giveth us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:57). And Mus.
White says again, “If you will leave yourself
in His hands, He will bring you off more
than conqueror through Him that has loved
you."—Steps to Christ, p. 72.

But all this does not mean that we can sit
back, quietly fold our hands, and let Christ
fight the battle for us. We must “resist the
devil, and he will flee from” us (James 4:7).
The secret of success for us is the same as it
was for Jesus, for He had no power that is
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not available to us. You will remember the
story of His three great temptations soon

after His baptism. Every time Satan tried to .

get Him to do wrong Jesus met him with a
portion of Scripture.

God’s Word is all powerful; it is sharper
than a two-edged sword; it is the weapon of
our defense. David said, “Thy word have I
hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against
thee” (Ps. 119:11). As we study our Bibles
with a prayer in our heart, the converting
power of God takes possession of the life
and gives us the strength we need for vic-
tory.

Yes, God is ready to help us. Will you let
Him have His way in your heart?

LESSON 6
God CALLS You

One wonderful morning Jesus went walk-
ing by the Sea of Galilee. It was probably a
year or so after He had returned from His
terrible experience with Satan and his three
great temptations. Jesus was now ready to be-
gin His actual ministry, but He knew He
needed some helpers. As He walked along the
lakeside that day He found two brothers get-
ting ready to go fishing. It must have been
early morning.

Jesus may have watched the two young
men for a time; then He went over to them
and said, "Follow me, and I will make you
fishers of men.” Peter probably stared at his
brother Andrew with a puzzled look on his

Wot ta Lead, But Pray

By Eleanor E. Howe Marston

Not Miriam’s hand to weave the tiny ark
Nor on the river's breast to place the bark
That held the baby Moses, called to be
Deliverer of Israel; but she

Could wait beside the river.

Not Miriam’s hand to hold the shepherd’s
rod,

Nor hers to lead a nation called of God,

Or part the mighty sea at His command,

That Israel’s host might cross upon dry land;
But she could follow on.

Not hers to hold the rod of God, but she

Could lead the glorious song of victory.

How that tired host who’d marched the
whole night Iong

Must have been cheered by her inspired song!
Ah—-she could sing!

Not Aaron’s hands nor Hur’s upheld

Brought victory one day to Israel,

But they upheld the hands of Moses, so

‘That Israel routed Amalek, their foe—
They did their part.

Not mine to lead, but to uphold the hand

Of him God calls to lead into the land

Of promise, Israel, in this our day;

Not mine to lead along the heavenward way,
But I can pray.

face. He may even have whispered something
under his breath, But the wonderful part of
t is that both of those young men were so
captivated by the manner and speech of this
Man who was talking to them that they im-
mediately left their nets and followed Him.
A little later He came to two other brothers,
James and John, and the same thing hap-
pened. They followed Jesus too.

And from that day forward the lives of
hese men were never again the same. For
hree and a half years they spent most of their
ime with the Master. They probably were
ungry and tired at times and almost wished
hey were back in their fishing business
i;nstead of following this Teacher around, try-
ing to control the crowds and help Him do
is work. The Bible tells of only one time
hen some of the disciples were a little wor-
ied about how much they were going to get
om their service for Jesus. And then in
is own loving way Jesus promised them all
at they needed for this life, and eternal life
frerward.
Peter and Andrew were only two of the men
that Jesus called to follow Him and help
et things started in the new church He was
lanning, this church that would carry the
ospel story to all the world. Others also ac-
cepted the call of Jesus and began their work
ith Him. Each in his turn seemed glad and
epger to leave whatever he was doing and
follow the young Teacher of Galilee.
How would you have answered Jesus if
you had lived back then and He had come to
you with the call to follow Him?
This week we have been learning anew
some of the things that help us to know how
od feels toward us. We have noted that
GJod loves us, that He talks to us, that He
listens to us, that He helps us, and that He
offers us all that our hearts can desire if we
surrender to His way of life. After we accept
this and choose to obey His Word, then God
calls us into the pathway of service for Him.
Did you notice that when Jesus called Peter
ahd Andrew, He didn’t promise them a life of
edse and luxury? He said He would make
them fishers of men. He called them because
He needed them to help Him in His work
far others. So His call to us today is for serv-
ice. He wants us to tell others the story of
is love that can change hearts and set them
free from the chains of sin. He needs teachers,
preachers, physicians, nurses, colporteurs,
mjssionaries, dentists, and a host of others
that are willing to give their lives to help
fifjish the work of the gospel. Thousands are
dying every day without having learned to
follow Jesus. God is calling us to go and help
saye them.
Jim was a man who was passing along a city
road one day. He looked ahead and noticed

-a crowd of people gathering. Everyone was

excited because only a few minutes earlier a
tellTible thing had happened. A work crew
had been digging a big trench for a new pipe
line, and while some of the workers were
down in the trench the side caved in and bur-
ied them alive. Eagerly men grabbed shovels
and worked hard and fast in an effort to dig
out the workers before they should die un-
der the fallen dirt,
Jim stood and watched for a time. How he
hoped those poor fellows could be reached
in time. Then a shout of joy went up from
the crowd as one of the workers was uncov-
eréd and brought out on top. A life had been
saved, and everyone was glad.

The diggers continued harder than ever,
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hoping to reach the others before it was too
late. Jim walked over to where he could see
better, and suddenly a friend of his saw him.
“Oh, Jim,” she gasped, “Can’t you help? Your
brother is there, buried in the trench!”

“My brother?” questioned Jim in unbe-
lief, as he threw off his coat, dashed into
the trench, and took the shovel from one of
the tired workmen. How he worked and dug,
carefully but fast! He didn’t stop a moment,
though the sweat poured down his face. Fi-
nally they found his brother and carried him
out. How glad Jim was that he was still alive.
But Jim broke down and cried when he
thought of how he had been standing there
on top doing nothing while his brother was
in danger of dying so nearby.

This story is much like the story of the
world about us. So many people are buried
by the landslide of sin that has caught them.
They are doomed to die unless they receive
help, unless they learn of Jesus. Can we stand
idly by and do nothing to save them?

If we have really found Jesus and learned
to love Him, we will want to answer His call.
Here is a statement from a lovely little
book, Steps to Christ: “No sooner does one
come to Christ, than there is born in his
heart a desire to make known to others what
a precious friend he has found in Jesus.”—
Page 78. Another statement by Mrs., White
says, “Not more surely is the place prepared
for us in the heavenly mansions than is the
special place designated on earth where we
are to work for God.”—Christ’s Object Les-
sons, p. 327. This means that God has a spe-

cial work for each of us to do for Him. His
call is for us to be willing to let Him lead us
into that special place He has in mind.

“Christ has no hands but our hands

To do His work today;

He has no feet but our feet
To lead men in His way;

He has no tongue but our tongues
To tell men how He died;

He has no help but our help
To bring them to His side.

“We are the only Bible
The careless world will read;
We are the sinner’s gospel,

We are the scoffer’s creed;
We are the Lord’s last message,
Given in deed and word—
What if the type is crooked?

What if the print is blurred?

“What if our hands are busy
With other work than His?
What if our feet are walking
Where sin’s allurement is?
What if our tongues are speaking
Of things His lips would spurn?
How can we hope to help Him
Unless from Him we learn?”
—ANNIE JounsoN FLINT

I will never forget a little fellow by the
name of Larry that I met one day. He was
standing down the street not far from where
a house was on fire. Before the firemen and
their trucks had arrived the fire had made a
good start and one little boy had been

trapped in his bedroom on the second floor.
The fire was getting close to him and the
smoke was pouring out of the window as the
boy leaned out as far as he could and cried
for someone to save him. It didn’t take one of
those brave firemen long to run up a ladder
and carry the boy to safety.

Larry looked up at me with a happy and
satisfied smile. How glad he was that the boy
was tescued. Then Larry said, “I'm going to
be a fireman when I grow up.”

“Why?” I asked.

“Because I want to save people,” he an-
swered. Now wasn’t that a noble ambition?

But there is something greater and better
than that. The work of firemen is only
to save people from burning in this life, but
God’s call to us is to save people for eternal
life. Unless someone tells them of Jesus and
His love they will die in their sins and will
have to be destroyed in the fire that will burn
Satan and all his followers.

Will you answer God’s call to you? Will
you give your heart and life in service for the
Master? Will you join the throng of faithful
ones who have found their greatest joy and
happiness in working for Jesus? The hour is
late, time is short, and we must hurry.
Soon it will be too late.

God needs every boy and girl to help. Are
you willing to be one of His workers?

(Here give an opportunity to the children
to respond to God’s call. If time permits, a
testimony service will help to seal their
purposes. Then close with a special prayer of
dedication.)

Narration by her grandson Arthur White

The story of the life and work of Ellen G.
White is. one that every Seventh-day Ad-
ventist shonld know and remember. The
story is illustrated with many new art crea-
tions and pictures never seen before, and
is one that will be a bulwark to your faith {
in the message and will develop a new ap-
preciation for the Spirit of Prophecy litera-

of the Advent Movement in old New Eng-
land and to the cradle days of old Battle
Creek.

REVIEW AND HERALD, October 3, 1963

2

Please ship to me:

Part 1 (80 frames)
Part 2 (95 frames)

\ . K Tape narration onl
ture with which we as a people have been f P Y

so greatly blessed. It will thrill and rejoice i
your heart as it takes you back to the birth

Combination of parts 1 & 2
’ filmstrips with script 0
Parts 1 & 2 with tape

@ narrations and scripts

“ These Double Frame filmstrips are suitable only for conversion to slides and are
not intended for projection in strip form.

2” x 2” double-frame cardboard mounts $8.75 additional.

Book and Bible House
Single * Double :
Frame Frame )
0 $ 775 0Os$ 975
O 875 o 1075

14,75 0o 19.75

O 2175 O 2625
$8.75.

» Name Enclosed - ooceeoaaee
Street _.__.
City Zone State .o

Cres et v b e

REVIEW AND HERALD PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION, WASHINGTON, D.C.



INEWV/

REPRINTS AND PREPRINTS

Evangelistic
Soul-winning

yw N

BY LEONARD C. LEE

Dedicated messages by God’s men
covering 24 great Bible truths.

TIMED FOR TODAY.
COLOR ON EVERY PAGE

LOW IN COST
HIGH IN APPEAL

SOUTHERN PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION,

T packq

pge (Nos, 1.24). ‘

Bound

sets
100 copjes, 1 number 210205
1,000 Cdpies, not less |
than 100 of 1 number

15.00

ORDER FROM YOUR BLDOK AND BIBLE HOUSE

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

26

REVIEW AND HERALD, October 3, 1963




f You Don’t
Know the
Answers

THIS BOOK

IN EVERY
SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST HOME.

“Beready ;‘1‘w:;1ys; t0 giife an answer to

.every man that asketh you a reason .. .”
{1 Peter 3:15).

A BASIC, INVALUABLE
REFERENCE BOOK

ed ‘into two parts

PART I T
Deals ‘exclusively with 108 specific
objections to Adventist teachings.
Provides certain added material in -
answer to various charges. More

fully sets forth the evidence in be-
hglﬁ of particular doctrines.

ADDED FEATURE
A St
nately 1,000 references.

cripture index totaling approxi-

N Other book in all Seventh;
lay. Adventist literature dupli-
cates this volume.

_ORDER FROM YOUR
BOOK AND BIBLE HOUSE

REVIEW AND HERALD, October 3, 1963

This Book Is for YOU

Here you will find the logical and well-con-
sidered answers you need when someone raises an
objection to Seventh-day Adventist doctrine. To
know the answer, or to be able quickly to find
it, gives you quiet confidence as you SHARE
YOUR FAITH.

Nearly 900 pages.
An examination of the major objections raised against
the teachings of Seventh-day Adventists.

After careful study of the supposed reasons offered for not accepting
the teachings of Seventh-day Adventists, the author answers in this
volume those which are most commonly encountered. It was on this
basis that the author compiled the list of objections considered in
this book.

The objections answered in this unique and most helpful encyclopedic
volume are not straw men, but real problems faced by every minister,
evangelist, literature evangelist, layman, and youth soul winner who
seeks to promote Seventh-day Adventist teachings.

Handy to carry—handy to use—full text—no abridgment.

Former New
Price Compact
$10'00 Edition Plus insurance and postage—15c for first

volume, 5¢ each additional volume to same
address.

Church Missionary Secretary
Book and Bible House

Please send me
............ Compact Edition ANSWERS TO OBJECTIONS @ $2.50 each ... ...
State sales tax where necessary ...
Insurance and postage ... .
Total enclosed ...

Name
Address
City Zone State
ORDER TODAY i




extent, that this new series of 20 soul-winning lessons miy
the strongest possible appeal. Pictures by Harry Andersg
Harlan, and other highly qualified religious artists assure,
doubt, that here is the strongest presentation of the me
pictorial form that our denomination has produced.

e fullest
tht have
in, Russ
without
ssage in

Lesson Titles

. How to Understand My Bible
The United Nations of Prophecy
. Answer to the World’s Dilemma
How Sin First Began

. When Jesus Comes for Me

. How Can I Know Jesus Is Com-
ing?

Earth’s Last Battle

Ten Centuries of Silence

. God’s Great Tomorrow

10. Life’s Greatest Question

11. What Prayer Means to Me

12. Science, Bible, and God

13. Testimony of History

14. Finding God Through Suffering
15. In Partnership With Jesus

16. The Royal Law of Liberty

17. The Crossroads of Salvation
18. Walking as Jesus Walked
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NOTE: 1f filmstrips or tapes are ordered
separately, indicate by number, remem-
bering that there are two lessons on
each tape.
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To make this series avail-
able for worldwide use,
the English-language texts
have been omitted from
the filmstrips. Thus one
needs only to translate the
instructor’s manual into
the language to be used.

Tape recordings are nar-
rated by H. M. S. Richards,
and music is provided by
the King’s Heralds, an
evangelistic team that has
stirred the hearts of mil-
lions worldwide,

i

e een et eranmenae versceseemsacefoenens Church Missionary Secretary
wreeuser. Book and Bible House

[ ORDER
: BLANK

Please ship the following
Single-frame filmstrip, each

Complete set, 20 filmstrips, SF ... eereeenne .. [ 49.50
Tapes, two lessons per tape, €ach .............. e [ 5.25 :
: Complete set, 10 tapes ... ] 49.50 :
: Complete set, 20 lessons ... . 0 89.50

(20 filmstrips, 10 tapes, and script-)

NOTE: List filmstrips and tapes by jnumber when ordering separately.

STREET
CITY

ZONE ... STATE

Prices slightly higher in Canada. Add sales tax where necessary.

REVIEW AND HERALD, October 3, 1963




hrough VISUAL AID

BY CLIFFORD ANDERSON

PERIODICAL.
DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON 12, DC

These forty popular fifteen-minute
illustrated talks on various health
topics are presented in vivid color by
means of 1,600 beautiful pictures,
authentically portraying each in-
tensely interesting health subject
with the background thought of
glorifying God in the body.

Filmstrips, 40-60 single frames each § 3.50
Complete set, 40 filmstrips per set 129.50
Tapes—DT 713 ips
(Two fifteen-minute subjects on each
tape) each 4.25
Complete set, 20 tapes per set 7450

Prices slightly higher in Canada. Add sales tax whete necessary.

———YOUR HANDY ORDER FORI

Please ship the indicated items to:

A boon to the public evangelist.
Indispensable in lay evangelism.

Perfect starting point for youth Share Your
Faith efforts.

Draws audiences—holds attendance.
Contributes to prayer meéting programs.
Welfare-center health classes

An added feature for cooking classes.

Sanitarium and hospital health classes.

Tape No. Film No. SUBJECTS
T-2101 J F-2101 Help Yourself to Health!
F-2102 The Spark of Life
T-2103 O F-2103 [] Be Good to Your Heart!
F-2104 The Miracle of Human Blood
T-2105 O F-2105 The Dreadful Price of Ignorance
F-210f Headaches, and How to Treat Them
T-2107 O F-2107 What Is Cancer? Can You Escape It?
F-2108 Appendicitis
T-2109 O F-2109 hat's Getting Under Your Skin?
F-2110 {T] Arthritis, and How to Treat It

Section #1, Films and Tapes—$49.75 O

F-2112 Miracles of Modern Surgery
T-2113 [ F-2113
F-2114 Give Nature a Chance!

!
|

i

|

|

|

|

|

i

i

|

|

|

H T-2111 [J F-2111 ] How to Get Along With Your Nerves
| :

% T-2115 O F-2115 Living With a Damaged Heart
|
!
|
I
]
|
i
{
i
i
i
]
|
|
]
{
L}

Your Diet and Your Disposition

F-2116 Treat Those Tonsils Now!

T-2117 O E-2117 Nerve Storms and Stomach Ulcers
F-2118 Be Kind to Your Colon!

T-2119 [J F-2119 [} Clean Out Your Medicine Cabinet!
F-2120 The Secret of Personal Happiness

Section #2, Films and Tapes—$49.75 O

T-2121 J F-212} Winged Visitors With Dirty Feet!
F-21 Don’t Kill Your Husband With Kindness!
T-2123 [J F-2123 [} When Sickness Comes to Your House
F-2124 {| Are You Tied in Knots? .
T-2125 [J F-2125 [] When Those Germs Came to Dinner!
F-2126 Learn About Cancer—and Live!
T-2127 [ F-2127 ] Your Wonderful Eyes
F-2128 Danger Spots Around Your Home
T-2129 [J £-2129 {] When Someone You Love Is lnjured
F-2130 [J Take Care of Your Eyes!

Section #3, Films and Tapes—3$49.75 O

T-2131 [J F-2131 [7] Why Do So Many Doctors Smoke?

F-2132 How to Stop Smoking
T-2133 O F-2133 Dangerous Drugs

F-2134 Don’t Blame Others for Your lliness!
T-2135 O F-2135 Eat Right and Stay Young!

F-2136 [] Your Ears and Your Personality
T-2137 O F-2137 Be Glad You've Been Sick!

38 Choosing a Good Doctor

Name

Street

F-21
T-2139 J F-2139 Building 2 Happy Home
F-2140 Living Happily Ever After

City Zone State.

Section #4, Films and Tapes—3$49.75 O

Enclosed........... cessrmnssare —

Please send me a copy of the Visual Aids Catalog [

Complete
Set of 20 tapes T-2100—$74.50 Combination set: 20 tapes
Set of 40 mmsm';s F-2100—$129.50 and 40 filmstrips—$189.50 OJ




By ROY ALLAN ANDERSON

This book by the Secretary of the Ministerial
Association of the General Conference will
contribute positively to better preaching. Preachers
of Righteousness comprises the eight dynamic
lectures given by the author during the H. M. S.
Richards Lectureship on Preaching at Columbia
Union College. Lectureship speakers spend many
years in preparation of this material. This makes
possible a refining process that eliminates all but the
best of the speaker. Pastors and lay preachers will
truly find in this a rewarding reading experience.

212 pages.

Price

. ) Order from your church missionary
Add 15 cents postage when ordering by mail. secretary or from ypur Book and Bible House.

Add sales tax where necessary.

A GUIDE TO EFFECTIVE

SABBATH SCHOOL TEACHING
The urgent need of a Sabbath School teachers’

manual has
Teach, a (
Teaching, t

now been met in the new book
yuide to Effective Sabbath School
by Elder Stanley S. Will, Sabbath

School secretary of the Southern Union.

Teach is
the importaj
teacher mus
ful. It cover
high calling|
to take in
takes place,

an outstanding guide that brings out
nt information that a Sabbath School
t have in order to be really success-
s such areas as the importance and
of the work of a teacher, the steps
successful teaching, how learning
and the best methods of preparation

and presentation of the lesson. The book can
well be used as an excellent textbook for group

study in Sa
Prepared
ference Sab

Clothb

bbath School teaching,
at the request of the General Con-
bath School Department.

ound. 220 pages.

By mail, add 15 cents. Add sales tax where necessary.

Now in stock at your Book and Bible House.




A BOOK OF PERMANENT VALUE TO EVERY
MINISTER AND CHURCH ELDER

In this spiritually provocative volume Here is the only book in all our litera-
the author has captured the deeper  ture that gives the subject of the
significance of the Last Supper and  communion service adequate treat-
associated ordinances. ment,

It is especially designed and written

to help make the communion service @ Richly augmented with pertinent
more effective as it points out bless-  quotations from the world’s leading
i;gs that often lie unftophped because  Bible scholars.

the true meaning of the service is @ Brings out new viewpoints for
not understood. study arg1d discussion. P

The 32 chapters begin with THE . .
PURPOSE OF THE ORDINANCES @ Puts appropriate emphasis upon

and close with THE VISION OF CAL-  the truths most surely believed by
VARY. the membership of the remnant

Indented subheads enable the reader church.
to quickly catch the key thought of A spiritual feast for every church
each page. member. Beautifully bound.

For postage and in-
surance please add
15¢ for first vol-
ume, 5¢ for each
additional volume to
one address,

" S B ST DU S et DU et S St SV et N DO’ —l
L ORDER Church Missionary Secretary |
Name . |

TODAY Book and Bible House |

Please send me: s =

FROM YOUR Memorials of Calvary @ $3.00each $_.__..__. treet I

; BOOK AND State Sales Tax where necessary i
Postage and Insurance . City Zone ..._ State .. |

BIBLE HOUSE Total Enclosed $._..... i
SR
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A Special Message

ZHIS ISSUE of our church paper comes to you with the carefully
prepared readings for the Week of Prayer. The importance of this
week cannot be overemphasized. The following statement from the pen of the
servant of the Lord graphically describes the days in which we live and should
urge us to earnest prayer:

“The agencies of evil are combining. . . . They are strengthening for the
last great crisis. Great changes are soon to take place in our world, and the final
movements will be rapid ones.”—Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 11

This Week of Prayer is a call to unreserved consecration|to God. It is our
hope that there will be a ready response to this call in every Adventist heart.
Dedicated spiritual living must be more than a brief, passing experience of a
week or two. Those who finally stand with that resplendent and glorious throng
of overcomers on the sea of glass will be those who have daily advanced in the
exemplification of the Christian virtues. Their earthly lives will have been lives
of steady and continual spiritual advancement.

One of the important agencies of our church, dedicated to|the guidance and
encouragement of our members in spiritual living, is our dhurch paper, the
REVIEW AND HERALD, We earnestly hope that every Adventist home wil
have it. Very special efforts have been put forth to provide the REVIEW at the
lowest possible cost, recognizing that it means so much to ¢ur people. From
all parts of the world, Adventist news flows into the REVIEW, keeping its
readers well informed of the progress of our world work. In addition to this
priceless feature, every issue brings solid and nourishing spiritual food so greatly
needed just now. That this week, dedicated to prayer and hé:L't-searching, may

prove a great blessing to every believer in every land is our |sincere wish and
fervent prayer.

7
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