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LETTERS

1888

God's Record Keeping

The editorial (Sept. 1) on what we
have learned in 100 years from 1888
was compact and precise, as well as
J. ROBERT SPANGLER
inspiring.
Burtonsville, Maryland

I read Martin Weber's article "The
Judge Is on Our Side" (Sept. 8) and
had to go back to it again.
One sentence caught my attention: "So God is not keeping a
record of our sins up there, but a
record of His forgiveness, His mercy
in our lives."
It's just like a loving God to turn
my record of shame into a record of
His forgiving grace. Thanks for an
added glimpse of my Judge's merGORDON HEWLETT
ciful justice.
Rogue River, Oregon

Bradford on the Church

Thankyou for the insightful article "Charles Bradford on the
Church" (Sept. 1).
It's refreshing to read the comments
of our division president. His
thoughts on the growth of the church,
local congregations, independent
SDA ministries, and women in the
church show a wisdom born of the
humility that he mentioned that our
leaders have learned during the past
10 years. I found his comments on the
above topics particularly open, direct,
and conciliatory, especially since
these topics had raised such ire in so
many other leaders in the recent past.
As an imperfect people living in
the end-time, we will continue to
have questions and problems that
do not fall under the direct "thus
saith the Lord" of the Bible. However, rather than war against ourselves, we can seek the Lord in true
humility and together work for the
maintenance and upbuilding of the
church we love.
KAREN A. BURKE-BRU
Redlands, California
Standards
I must take exception to the use of

Kohlberg's stages of moral development as a model for teaching behavioral standards to Adventist young
people ("Teaching Children Standards," Sept. 1).
Kohlberg's research and subsequent development of the six stages
rest on the philosophical concept
that humans have within themselves the ability to determine ultimate good. There is no place in this
humanist theory for God as the determiner of what is good. Unfortunately the research mentioned is
built on the same shaky foundation.
LYNDON G. FURST, ED.D.
Superintendent of Schools
Kansas-Nebraska Conference
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The Leaders' Shoes

Ted Ramirez' article "Emerging
Issues in Adventist Leadership"
(Sept. 8) is right on. Throughout, a
vital balance is maintained. "Few
[leaders] are truly evil or saintly.
All, indeed, are human." This statement is a truistic example of muchneeded balance.
Another point is his discussion of
needed reality by stating that followers need to walk in leaders' shoes. It
is my opinion that leaders need to
walk in followers' shoes as well.
And that's exactly what Ramirez
brings out when he makes it clear
that we need to have a much deeper
sense of trust, both from leaders to
followers, and followers to leaders,
as we in good faith dialogue toJERE WALLACK
gether.
President, Wisconsin Conference

age would be even lower. Weekend
attendance is, of course, higher
(where else would the members go
to church?).
Church programs begin winding
down for weeks before camp meeting. Outreach activities must cease.
Church attendance takes a plunge
that requires months to rebuild. Because of camp meeting, which is followed by July vacations and August
workers' meetings, church programs are put on hold until fall. Can
we shut down church programs for
the summer to conduct a program
that involves such a small percentage of the membership?
If the salaries paid to workers, the
cost of maintaining the grounds, the
loss of income, the drop in attendance, and the more direct expenses
were totaled, the cost of camp meeting would seem staggering if weighed
against measurable benefits.
The chief reasons I have heard for
the program is that it contributes to
identity, unity, and commitment in
the Adventist Church. If these criteria were used to evaluate the success of camp meeting, we should
come up with some more effective
ideas.
Because camp meeting is popular
with some and it is politically sensitive, I think shorter and less expensive programs could be devised
to replace it.
FRITZ K. KRIEGER
Pastor, Hackettstown, New Jersey

Camp Meeting

Re "Camp Meeting Questions"
(Aug. 18).
Camp meeting may be a relic of an
expanding, agricultural, and frontier society. But, as nearly all denominations that once conducted
camp meetings have recognized,
they are outdated. Today it continues to drain resources of time and
money from the church.
In the conferences I have been a
part of, less than 10 percent of the
membership attends during the
week. Very few of those are active
lay leaders, and if denominational
employees who have no choice
were not in attendance, the percent-

Camp meeting, in my opinion, is
our Feast of Tabernacles and is a
God-ordained concept. It provides a
bonding experience, especially for
members of small churches, with
the world of fellow believers.
CHUCK RANDALL
Lawton, Michigan
Letters should not exceed 250 words
and should carry the writer's name, address, and telephone number. All will be
edited to meet space and literary requirements, but the author's meaning will not
be changed. Views expressed in the letters
do not necessarily represent those of the
editors or denomination.
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EDITORIALS

MINORITY
A
OF THE MINORITY
■ Earlier this year on a flight from
"Let not your hearts be troubled;
believe in God, believe also in me. In Tokyo to San Francisco, I sat next to
my Father's house are many rooms; if a Jesuit priest. After the usual introit were not so, would I have told you ductions and small talk, our converthat I go to prepare a place for you? sation turned to our priorities in
And when I go and prepare a place ministry—particularly his after
for you, I will come again and will nearly 40 years of missionary sertake you to myself, that where I am vice in the Philippines.
He explained that his evangelistic
you may be also" (John 14:1-3, RSV).
thrust revolves around love and
n clear, unmistakable words, Jesus peace. Such a thrust is in line with his
declares: I am coming again!
belief that Christ already has entered
I
What a promise!
What hope!
What expectancy!
From generation to generation that
hope in a soon-coming Saviour has
burned its way through the centuries.
It energized the fledgling community
of New Testament believers, kept
alive the faith of courageous martyrs
and reformers, and sparked the fires
of our church's pioneers.
So persistently has the belief in
Christ's second coming been heralded by Christians that today we
might be tempted to think that the
majority of Christians believe as we
do—in the personal, literal return of
Jesus Christ.

complete
our work in
accordance with how
unshakably we still
hold the comiction
that Jesus is
coming soon,

Coming Again?
But the majority may not. More
and more it is Seventh-day Adventists and a few other conservative, fundamental Christian
churches who continue to hold fast
the precious belief in the personal,
literal return of Jesus Christ to claim
His righteous people.
More than once in recent months
I have been surprised by the depth
of the differences in Christian
thought today concerning one of
Christianity's bedrock truths. Consider these experiences:
4 (1180)

into the hearts of everyone and has
begun to initiate the eternal reign of
God on earth. A second coming of
Christ, therefore, is unnecessary.
■ On another airplane a few
weeks ago, I sat next to a Unitarian
lady pastor who wholeheartedly espouses universalism—the belief
that God's love is so wonderful that
He ultimately will save everyone.
She views the Bible's portrayal of
a soon-coming Saviour as objectionable. Why? Because it portrays
the Second Coming as a division

between the righteous and unrighteous—with the righteous taken
to heaven and the unrighteous destroyed. That doesn't set well with
her view of everyone being saved.
■ Another Christian told me he
believes in the secret rapture of the
saints, followed by seven years of
tribulation and then Christ's "appearing." In this scenario, Christ
hides among the clouds of heaven
and secretly "raptures" up the saints.
■ And another individual told
me that he believes as millions of
Christians do, that a person's spirit
ascends into heaven or descends
into hell upon death.
Such a belief deemphasizes the importance of Christ's second coming.
The Second Coming is changed from
a triumphal reunion of God and His
people to nothing more than the task
of reuniting bodies and spirits.
Yes, our distinctive Advent-ist belief in the personal, literal coming of
Jesus Christ to take His people home
to heaven sets us apart from many
Christian churches. It certainly makes
us a minority among Christians.
And Christianity itself is a minority among the world's religions, so
our belief makes us a minority of the
minority. (But God has never been
concerned about small numbers.)

Unfinished Task
This says one thing loud and clear:
God has placed before us the tremendous task of sharing Christ as the Saviour of the world and His soon coming. We cannot leave the task undone,
nor can we leave it to other Christian
groups, as some suggest.
Our church was born out of the
unshakable conviction that Jesus, in
His heavenly sanctuary, was about to
end His mediatorial work and triumphantly return with all the hosts of
heaven to take His righteous home.
We began with that unshakable
conviction. And we will complete our
work in accordance with how unshakably we still hold that conviction
to be.
BY MYRON WIDMER
ADVENTIST REVIEW, NOVEMBER 3. 1988
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ou,Il go to hell," the 11-yearold street preacher warns.
Moving to the schoolyard, he
shouts at his elementary schoolmates, "The whoremonger and the
fornicator, God will judge!" He is
fond of quoting the Ten Commandments.
Reporting on the phenomenon of
North Carolina's Duffey Strode, the
Washington Post of August 29 commented, "The Bible Belt, it seemed,
had brought forth a juvenile Jeremiah whose God was so harsh that
He found even the prepubescent
guilty of sins for which they were
biologically unequipped. By the
end of the year Duffey had been suspended from school five times and
a petition suggesting that his family
leave town received nearly 500 signatures."
When the Strode children reported for the first day of school this
year, Duffey became enraged at the
principal. Thrusting his Bible in the
man's face, the boy shouted that Mr.
Gorst would go to hell. He was suspended again.
Like Father, Like Son
In fairness to the boy, he is what
his father has made him. When the
lad was a mere 5 years old, father
David read to him scriptures that
warn of hell and said, "Duffey, you
are a sinner and you are going to
hell." After the boy cried and protested that he didn't want to go to
hell, his father told him he could
avoid that fate by accepting Jesus,
which he did. David Strode is also a
street preacher who, according to
the Post, "measures his righteousness in direct proportion to his rejection by the world." A reporter
ADVENTIST REVIEW. NOVEMBER 3. 1988

noted that he could not carry on a
conversation with Mr. Strode without the man quoting Bible verses at
him.
"My Christianity better offend
90 to 95 percent of the people,"
Strode was reported as declaring.
"If it isn't that way, something is
wrong. I'm not lining up with that
Book."
School principal Gorst thinks the
Strode children need to be told of a
gentler God. He observed, "If I want
to win you to Christ, why don't I tell
you about the love of Christ? If I
want to turn you off, I'm going to tell
you all the bad things."
Tactless Adventists
The Strode story calls to mind
some common failings among us as
Adventists when it comes to wit-

col di lig
is out:
loving is in.
nessing. As Sabbathkeepers, we too
are fond of quoting the Ten Commandments and warning of hell
when referring to the third angel's
message of Revelation 14, with its
threat of punishment for receiving
the mark of the beast.
I recall the experience of a church
member whose first Bible study in a
home encountered the observation
that the family already knew all
about the basic Christian topic pre-

sented; didn't the Adventist brother
have anything new to tell them?
In response, at the second study
our member taught them all about
the mark of the beast. Strange to say,
it worked; they loved it! Which confirms the adage "Different strokes
for different folks," but hardly lays
down a rule to follow.
We almost never win people by
attacking their cherished ideas or
practices. Yet how often Seventhday Ad ✓entists have attempted to
do just that in the areas of Sundaykeeping, smoking, jewelry, meat
eating, or biblical interpretation, for
example.
Is it possible that at times we have
made ourselves so obnoxious that
our neighbors wish we would
move? How often our example has
contradicted our profession. Have
we ever self-righteously rejoiced in
persecution, thinking it was for
righteousness' sake when in reality
it came because of our unChristlikeness?
While we may not have told little
children they were going to hell, all
too often we have preached at them
that Jesus doesn't love them when
they do naughty things. Hardly the
way to win them to the Saviour!
Lift Up Jesus
The principal was right. We win
people to Jesus and His message by
telling them of—better yet, showing
them—His love and how the doctrines of the Bible reveal that love.
"And I, if I be lifted up . . . will
draw all men unto me," Jesus promised (John 12:32). Nothing will
touch a heart like the story of what
our Saviour did for us. "If ye love
me, keep my commandments," He
taught (John 14:15). And when people love Him, they will.
So scolding is out; loving is in.
Tell them what Jesus has done for
you. But do tell them! For the only
thing worse than shouting hellfire at
people is saying nothing at all about
the One whom we love. Shouting
may wake someone up. Silence
never will.
BY EUGENE F. DURAND
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NEWSBREAK

Review Captures Design Award
The Adventist Review recently won an Ozzie Award
I for Design Excellence, sponsored by Magazine Design and Production.
ALIVENWir
The Review's June 16 issue
REVIEVV
captured a bronze award for best
cover (for consumer magazines
under 100,000 circulation). Ozzie
Award recipients were selected
from 1,100 entries, many of
which are the best designed publications in the United States and
Canada, according to Michael
Kreiter, president of Magazine
Design and Production.
The award-winning cover was illustrated by Kevin
Chadwick and designed by Bryan Gray. This is the first
time the Adventist Review has won a design award,
says William G. Johnsson, editor.
NORTH AMERICA
Oakland Crusade Brings 145 Baptisms. A recent
evangelistic crusade in Oakland, California, resulted in
145 baptisms, reports William Felder, ministerial director for the Northern California Conference.
The month-long crusade was held at the Oakland
Auditorium and was conducted by South Atlantic Conference evangelist Joseph Rodriguez.
PUC Starts China Outreach. Pacific Union College
recently started an English-as-a-second-language program in China, reports Andrew Demsky, college
spokesperson.
The pilot program will aid medical researchers and
graduates at the Academy of Military Medical Sciences
in Beijing. About 120 students started the course in
September, Demsky says. Pacific Union College is the
only North American Adventist college offering such a
program in China.
Former Review Editor Dies. Frederick Lee, a
former associate editor of the Review and Herald and a
China missionary, died October 11 in Loma Linda, California, at age 100.
Lee sailed to China in 1909 at age 21 and stayed
nearly 30 years. He joined the Review staff in 1938,
serving with associates W. A. Spicer, F. D. Nichol, and
C. P. Bollman. Lee retired in 1957.
WORLD CHURCH
More Than 7,000 People Open MEGAMEXICO
'89. An overflowing crowd of more than 7,000 people
gathered in Mexico City's convention center on September 24 for the official opening ceremony of
MEGAMEXICO '89.
6 (1182)

MEGAMEXICO '89 is a gigantic and daring evangelistic project in one of the most populous cities of the
world and where only one percent is Protestant. The
goal is to baptize 6,000 new converts, organize 30 new
churches and 50 companies, and build 10 new church
buildings, reports Salim Japas, Inter-American Division
ministerial secretary.
To open the huge rally, Eliasib Sanchez, Central Mexican Conference president, dedicated his time, talent,
and resources to sharing God's truth throughout the
huge city.
More Baptisms From Harvest Gdansk. The latest
series of evangelistic meetings in Gdansk, Poland, has
yielded 21 baptisms, reports Ray Dabrowski, TransEuropean Division communication director. Total baptisms from the Harvest Gdansk evangelistic thrust now
stand at 130.
First SDA Baptism Held in Niger. The first Adventist baptism in the Muslim nation of Niger in West
Africa was recently held in the capital city, Niamey.
Daniel Cordas, president of the Sahel Union, baptized
nine people.
Literature ministry and French-language radio broadcasts by Adventist World Radio were effective in reaching the new members, says Jack Mahon, Africa-Indian
Ocean Division communication director.
Iceland Gears Up for New Education Center.
Iceland Conference officials recently began building a
new school and conference center near Reykjavik, Iceland's capital city. The new facility will accommodate
up to 80 students and be used for workshops, cooking
classes, training sessions, and Breathe-Free seminars.
"Through this center we will reach out into the community and invite the public to participate in the activities offered by the church," says Jon Jonsson, conference communication director.
The school has been designated as one of the recipients of the Thirteenth Sabbath Offering for the third
quarter of 1989.
New Philippines Mission Office Opens. More
than 700 people attended the grand opening of the
Northeastern Mindanao Mission office building in Butuan City on September 21.
The new building was constructed in one year, at a
cost of 2.2 million pesos (US$105,769). It contains a

A

library conference room, dining room, 11 offices, and
three guest rooms, reports Jerry Emverda, mission communication director.
Enton Hall Sold. At a special Enton Hall constituency session on September 18, delegates of the health
center, located in Surrey, British Isles, accepted a sale
offer of £1.8 million (US$3 million) from a nursing
home operator, reports Ray Dabrowski, TransEuropean Division communication director.
The sale of Enton Hall became necessary after the
institution failed to become self-supporting. Various
attempts have been made to make the health institution
successful both in health evangelism and as a business
enterprise.
ADRA Raises Emergency Funds. Victims of the
catastrophic flooding in Bangladesh and the unprecedented destruction of Hurricane Gilbert in Jamaica are
already benefiting from the relief efforts of the church
through Adventist Development and Relief Agency International (ADRA).
So far, $129,532 has been raised in the United States
for relief and rehabilitation in these two countries.
ADRA is also working with funding agencies to provide
roofs for 1,000 homes in Jamaica, and housing, water,
and primary health initiatives in Bangladesh, reports
Evert McDowell, ADRA spokesperson.
FOR YOUR INTEREST

On May 28 the orchestra and choir made their first
appearance at the internationally known concert hall.
Both performances are under the auspices of MidAmerica Production—an organization that presents
youth orchestras and choirs from all over the United
States and Canada in New York debuts.
ALSO IN THE NEWS
Church—Not There When You Need It? Religious institutions often fail their members at the most
critical times, says a six-year national study entitled
"Faith Development in the Adult Life Cycle."
The study, which concludes that failure of institutions
is particularly noticeable during mid-life reexamination
of values, combines poll data from the Gallup organization and in-depth interviews of more than 1,000 persons
nationwide, reports Religious News Service.
Orthodox Leaders Make Pilgrimage to Patmos.
Greek Orthodox leaders from around the world recently
traveled to the tiny Aegean island of Patmos to celebrate
the 900th anniversary of the famous Monastery of Saint
John.
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople Demetrios I
(third from left) received an emotional welcome as he
boarded the ship, as his participation in the celebration
was a sign of the lifting of travel restrictions previously
imposed by the Turkish government, reports Religious
News Service.

NAD Searches for New Ideas. The North American Division (NAD) materials development and marketing committee is looking for fresh ideas, new tools,
or project proposals that would enhance the church's
ministry to its members and surrounding communities, reports J. Lynn Martell, NAD church ministries
director and materials and marketing committee secretary.
Anyone wishing to contribute ideas, suggestions, or
proposals should send them in writing to J. Lynn Martell, NAD Department of Church Ministries, 6840 Eastern Ave., NW., Washington, D.C. 20012.
Celebration '88 Sermons Available. Celebration
'88 sermons, given at the 1888 centennial celebration
held Nov. 2-5, will be available on audiocassette tapes
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, for $2 each. For mail orders
postpaid in the United States, send $2.50 per tape to
Ministry Services, P.O. Box 3969, Hyattsville, Maryland 20787-0696. For overseas, add US$.25 per tape for
surface mail and US$1 per tape for airmail.
SDA Artists to Give Encore Performance. The
New England Youth Ensemble and the Atlantic Union
College's Collegiate Chorale will give an encore performance at Carnegie Hall in New York City on November 27.
ADVENTIST REVIEW, NOVEMBER 3, 1988

Methodism Loses Black Members. The United
Methodist Church is losing black members at the highest rate of any denomination, according to Bishop Forrest Stith of Syracuse, New York. Since the church's
segregated central jurisdiction was dissolved in 1968,
more than 140,000 Black people have left the church,
Stith says in a Religious News Service report.

CHURCH CALENDAR
Nov. 5 Personal Ministries Day
Nov. 5 Week of Prayer begins
Nov. 12 Annual Sacrifice Offering
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1888 in Review
What the 1888 Adventist paper reveals about
the church and the issues of the day.
BY ANDREW G. MUSTARD
ccording to reports from as far tually the only pictures were is a Christian nation dominated
away as Toledo, Ohio, and Ger- scenes of mission lands such as the pages of the Review. Repremany, the editor of the Review had Pitcairn Island, Australia, and sentatives of 11 Protestant denomjoined the Salvation Army! This New Zealand, which illustrated inations had met in 1863 to agitate
momentous news appeared, with a numerous articles by J. 0. Corliss for such a change, resulting eventually in the formation of the Nastrong denial, in the August 21, on Adventist mission work.
It seems the editors attempted tional Reform Association (NRA).
1888, Review. The rumors caused
The NRA succeeded, through in"a great sensation and excitement" to give the whole message on the
in various places. Uriah Smith, the masthead! The name of the paper, tense lobbying and the reputed proeditor, dismissing the matter as Advent Review and Sabbath Her- curement of 6 million signatures,'
foolish gossip, remarked, "They ald, appeared on either side of a in having a national Sunday-rest
bill introduced in Conmight just as well say
gress by Senator H. W.
that we had got astride a
Blair of New Hampshire
broomstick and started
on May 21,1888. This bill
for the moon."'
proposed to ban on SunBut matters much
more substantial and sedays all except absolutely
necessary work—inrious attracted the notice
eel AND SABBAl'il HERALD.N \Wit
A,s
of readers of our church
cluding mail delivery,
paper in 1888. As
military parades, and
Seventh-day Adventists
recreation.
?hr frricu And ArratA
look back to the imporSeventh-day Adventtant meetings at Minneists saw these developapolis, October 10ments as a sign that the
November 4 of that year, they direct globe with the slogan "Our closing events of earth's history had
their attention to the all-important Field." The Holy Spirit descend- come. An extra edition of the Redoctrine of righteousness by faith, ing as a dove, an open Bible, and view dealt with this threat to relipresented by A. T. Jones and E. J. Revelation 14:12 completed the gious freedom. It included instrucpicture.
tions on how to obtain signatures
Waggoner.
Here we will not examine the
Articles by Ellen White ap- on petitions to counteract the one
message preached by the Signs ed- peared on the front page of about sponsored by the NRA. Ellen White
itors, or theological issues dis- 40 of the 50 issues, covering a tre- contributed an article in which she
cussed at Minneapolis. Rather, by mendous range of topics, both wrote: "A great crisis awaits the
drawing a brief sketch of the Re- theological and practical. No let- people of God. Very soon our naview of 1888, we will attempt to ters to the editor were printed that tion will attempt to force upon all
understand those pioneers who year, but church workers sent in the observance of the first day of the
gathered 100 years ago.
regular reports of their activities, week as a sacred day."
Imagine yourself opening the Re- and Uriah Smith responded to
Discussion of the Blair bill ocview that year. What would it have questions from readers. In those cupied a considerable amount of
revealed about the church and the days the Review served as virtu- time at the Minneapolis General
issues of the day? How did it differ ally the only medium of commu- Conference session. Along with
nication for the church.
from today's church paper?
sending petitions to both houses
of Congress, delegates agreed to
The Review had 16 pages, each
The National Reform
containing three columns of close
circulate widely the October edition of the American Sentinel, the
print. No wide margins to attract Association
On the national scene reports of church's religious liberty
the eye in those days—space was
too valuable. Of course, color attempts to amend the Constitu- magazine.5 December 19 and 20 (a
printing did not yet exist, and vir- tion to state that the United States Wednesday and Thursday) be-
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came days of fasting and prayer,
because, according to S. N.
Haskell, "at the present time there
hangs over us a dark and threatening cloud." 6
No wonder, then, there appeared more articles on the Sabbath and the law in the 1888 Review than on any other subject.
More than 60 articles on the Sabbath appeared in the 50 issues.
Additionally, Uriah Smith wrote a
series on the distinction between
the moral and ceremonial laws.'
In light of this challenge to the
Sabbath and the law of God, our
leaders in Battle Creek —Uriah
Smith and General Conference
president G. I. Butler in particular—were in no mood to countenance any new theology that they
perceived as weakening the
Seventh-day Adventist position
on the law. Adventists had for
some 30 years taught that Galatians 3:19-25 refers to the ceremonial law. Jones and Waggoner
ended this unanimity by suggesting in the Signs of the Times, of
which they were coeditors, that
the law referred to here was the
moral law. To allow that the
phrase "we are no longer under a
schoolmaster" (Gal. 3:25) refers
to the moral law containing the
Sabbath commandment was, in
the opinion of the older ministers
in Battle Creek, yielding the battle to their Sunday-enforcing opponents. As a result, they were
not inclined to listen objectively
to Waggoner's presentations on
the subject at Minneapolis.'
Catholic Immigration
The constant stream of immigrants, many from southern and
eastern Europe, in the 1870s and
1880s furnished another cause for
concern among Adventists and
most Protestants in the United
States. The majority of these new
settlers were Roman Catholics.
The rapid growth of Catholicism
and its increasing influence on political affairs gave rise to widespread antipapal sentiment and
even fear. The editors of the Review lost few opportunities in
1888 to denounce the "encroachADVENTIST REVIEW. NOVEMBER 3. 1988
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ments of Rome" 9 and point out
the significance of these developments in the light of prophecy:"
Adventists had a double cause
for alarm: not only did they see
Rome as posing a threat, but they
regarded the Protestant churches
as incapable of meeting it. Worse,

question that the people of Europe, as highly civilized as any on
the globe, must be made acquainted with the light of
truth." 13
Our foreign work did not begin
until 1874, and was confined to
Europe for several years. In 1888
we had only five conferences outside the U.S. (Canada, Denmark,
Norway, Sweden, and Switzerland) and seven overseas missions
(Australia, Britain, Central America, New Zealand, the Pacific Islands, South Africa, and South
America)." Most countries remained untouched by the third
angel's message.
Uriah Smith
George Butler
The conviction of men such as
they saw signs of increasing col- Smith and Butler—that time was
laboration between Protestantism too short and the resources of
and Catholicism.
26,000 members too limited to
The threat of war in Europe take the gospel to every inhabitant
also occasioned comment in the on earth—did not prevent the
1888 Review. An editorial enti- church from devoting every effort
tled "The European Outlook" de- to its missionary task. Amid the
scribed the armies of Europe as gloom of national and internapoised for conflict, ready to do tional crises reported in the 1888
battle over control of the Review, accounts of Adventist forBalkans." The controversy be- eign missions stand out like a beatween 1885 and 1888 centered on con.
Russia's desire to dominate BulJohn 0. Corliss, one of the piogaria. Austria-Hungary and Great neers of the church's work in AusBritain opposed this Russian am- tralia (1885-1887), played a major
bition. The European crisis died part in raising the consciousness
away in 1888, but it contributed of Seventh-day Adventists regardto Adventist belief that the Sec- ing missions. His vivid account of
ond Coming lay just around the our work in the Pacific Islands apcorner.
peared in a 10-part series from January to March 1888.
Adventist Missions in 1888
He told the story of mutiny on
A dilemma facing Adventists in the Bounty and the arrival of SDA
1888 persists today: How can we John I. Tay on Pitcairn Island on
take the message to all the world
in such a short time? More than
-----------one writer suggested that not ev..---...-------ery individual need personally
,, t1.13% Di ilit 0.)c-IPEch .
hear the gospel in order to fulfill
.1a t1.13%
Matthew 24:14. L. A. Smith, Uristrati INDING iglv. B.
ah's son and assistant editor, ob..
_. The
..
records of the New Tort courts show that 20,000
served that because Christian misforeigners have been naturalized this year, . _ 'Oincinuatt,
sionaries were preaching in every
suicides has develope at
a
--liusix
epidemic
Ohio,
parlous taking their min lives in Ott day.
land and the Bible had been trans--In the Is. T. Stewart will Gee at NewTork Monday, it
was developed that $6,801.21 hail been charged against tbe
lated into every tongue (an exagmillionaire's estate I °Otte eapenses of his fungal.,
geration surely), the prophecy was
—Information from Ban Francisco reports that thirteen
h ot property.
whalers are tot lathe ge in the Arctic Ocean, thus
impe
already fulfilled.'2 General Coning 60 lives 'and half • million dollars' worth
—Of/Milwaukee,
early
Tuesday
morning,
the
tug
" S. 47.
ference president Butler doubted
Lawrence '' was blown to pieces by an explosion- The aptain, engineer, ifremsn and • lineman were instantly hilled,
to what extent the gospel would be
and two others were severely in!nred. .taken to people in Africa. Asia. India, and China; but "we cannot
(1185) 9
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The Minneapolis Conference
One has only to utter the name
Minneapolis to an Adventist audience to conjure up theological

tht,

mistakethrough ign'ol'it
'.ncfor the km"- ,o

Ton toad is

'3 3

an animal harmless and insignificant
enough when considered in the sphere of his customary vocation, but as an opponent of populargeological
theories,
he is not to
to be despised. .A correspondent
of
the Co/fiery
reports an incident bearing
upon this point. In the Coleford district of the forest of Dean, a small colliery
has recently been opened,
anti while R
collier
fall of block coal,
ho was engaged in breaking up a
found
a toad In the center. It
seemed fairly imbedded in the coal, and it was alive I
Its form was Imprinted upon the
and
face of the mineral,
the animal is
still living.
Now the
for
popular theory is that this coal was
formed away back at some time
ferou
in the "carbonifound alive, -and so must have been living situated as to show that he
when the coal was formed
about him. We can believe that a toad might maintain an existence buried up in the earth for several hundreds of years,-but that this animal can live for hundreds
of thousands
and even millions of years, under
these or any other circumstances, is too much for us
to credit. We prefer the theory which connects the
era
of the
formation of coal a little more closel
modern
times.
y with
Tun
form Christie,* Statesman, organ of 'a

•

issues regarding law and grace.
South Lancaster does not have
quite the same ring, but in 1887 it
was voted to have the next General
Conference session at South Lancaster, Massachusetts. The executive committee announced the
change to Minneapolis in June
1888. Delegates had less than four
months to rearrange travel plans
10 (1186)
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October 18, 1886. It took less than
two years for everyone on the island to accept the Adventist faith.
On July 17, 1888, a report from
Pitcairn appeared in the Review
thanking God that "there is not
one here holding out against the
present truth." The work of Tay
and A. J. Cudney, his associate,
together with the enthusiastic descriptions of mission work on
Pitcairn and elsewhere in the Pacific by Corliss, contributed to the
decision of delegates to the General Conference session at Minneapolis to purchase a missionary
ship to carry the gospel more effectively to the Pacific isles."'

y

MOR A

before the presession Ministerial
Institute on October 10. (In contrast, we already know that the
1995 General Conference session
will convene in Utrecht, the Netherlands.) Butler cited the central
location of Minneapolis and the
"hearty invitation" received from
the church members there as reasons for the switch."' That Minnesota should be regarded as central by this time shows the
growing importance of Adventist
work on the West Coast.
As the Reviewprovided the news
about the church for most members
in 1888, they had no more than an
inkling that the Minneapolis meeting would prove more momentous
than any other. Controversy over
relatively minor issues at Minneapolis (such as the identity of the
10 horns) tended to obscure the
gospel of Christ's righteousness as
presented by Waggoner and Jones.
Proposed topics announced for the
institute were: a historical view of
the 10 kingdoms, the divinity of
Christ, the healing of the deadly
wound, justification by faith, how
far we should go in trying to use the
wisdom of the serpent (an intriguing subject!), and predestination.''
We cannot be sure how many of
these subjects were actually discussed.
Uriah Smith, accepted generally
by his contemporaries as the
"expert" on Daniel and Revelation,
reported with satisfaction that after
discussion concerning the identity
of the 10 horns, Jones's proposal
that the Alemanni should replace
the Huns in the list of the 10 tribes
was "overwhelmingly" rejected by
the majority. Smith concluded:
"Whether or not this will make any
difference with those who are urging the new position remains to be
seen."'
Because of emphasis on the Sabbath and God's law, a legalistic
view of salvation had crept in.
Hence there appeared in 1888 a
division between the "traditionalistic legalists" of Battle Creek and
the Christ-centered preaching of
Jones and Waggoner from California. It would be wrong, however,
to exaggerate the legalism of Ad-
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ventists in those days, or to suggest that men such as Uriah Smith
and George Butler had minds
completely closed to the gospel.
To illustrate, we refer to an excerpt from The World's Hope, by
Robert Boyd (a Baptist), which appeared in the March 20, 1888, Review under the title "A Good Testimony on the Law and Gospel."
After demonstrating that for sinful
human beings "a life of honesty
and truthfulness" and "tears and
regrets" do not avail in gaining
salvation, Boyd declared that God
shows His grace only to the undeserving. "So it is not because we
are so worthy, but because we are
so worthless, that God's grace
comes to us."
You and I need such a reminder
in 1988 just as much as our pioneers did 100 years ago.
REFERENCES
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Controversy:
a Stimulus for
Theological Education
How ignorance displayed at Minneapolis led to a better-trained ministry.
BY GILBERT M. VALENTINE
ne of the little-known results
of the theological controversy
of 1888 was the promotion of ministerial training in the Adventist
Church. This is how it happened.
The General Conference needed
more personnel, what with president George Butler wearing himself out from overwork. As a consequence, the whole denomination was suffering. At the November 1887 General Conference
session in Oakland, California,
Ellen White made herself clear:
she would refuse to vote for Butler's reelection unless the church
provided him with added help.

O

Prescott Elected
One of those elected to help was
32-year-old Battle Creek College
president William Prescott. His
appointment on the final day of
the session as the first educational
secretary for the General Conference constituted a major milestone in the denomination's development. Earlier, delegates had
added home mission and foreign
mission secretaries.' William C.
White engineered the constitutional changes that were necessary to allow these appointments,
steering them past some resistance, through the committee, and
onto the floor.
In early 1888 in a frank letter to
Prescott, who had not been at the
1887 session, Elder White outlined the work that needed to be
done. Explaining why the church
needed someone to care for the
growing educational work, he
wrote things he could not easily
say in public. It was his hope that
ADVENTIST REVIEW. NOVEMBER 3. 1988

a general supervisor could overcome the intense jealousies and
rivalries that prevented the development of new schools.
Furthermore, the general education of ministers and denominational workers cried out for attention. White asserted that the lack
of such education prevented ministers from exercising judgment
and discretion in their work, and
left them unable to meet educated
opponents. Conference presidents
proved generally indifferent to
this lack, with some even resisting
the education of their workers.
White encouraged Prescott to find
ways of overcoming these
problems.'
At the historic General Conference session at Minneapolis 10
months later Prescott witnessed
some of the sad results of prejudice, bigotry, and the lack of theological training.
In the turbulent weeks that followed he found himself caught between loyalty to his seniors in administration and a desire to be
open to the disturbing but refreshingly Christ-centered emphasis
advanced at the conference. Before long he became fully persuaded that the new understanding of righteousness and
grace was
something the
church needed
as never before.
Stimulated by
the turmoil and
tension, and
capitalizing on
Wm. W. Prescott the heightened

interest in doctrinal discussion,
he devised a plan he thought
would help remedy the sad state
of affairs.
At that time none of the denominational schools offered anything
in the way of theological study or
systematic ministerial training.
The only required Bible courses
scheduled at the Battle Creek
school consisted of precollege
classes in basic Old and New Testament history at the ninth- and
tenth-grade levels. More advanced students did not need to
take any religion subjects. Review
editor Uriah Smith conducted a
noncredit twice-weekly lecture on
church doctrines during two
terms, at which attendance was
purely voluntary. During the two
previous winters Smith's lectures
had expanded into a three-week
intensive course for the few ministerial workers in the vicinity of
Battle Creek.
Inadequate Ministry
But Prescott viewed this as entirely inadequate. If ministers
were to have a more Christcentered ministry, they must
know much more of the Word.
Church leaders, apparently prodded by the confrontation of 1888,
concurred.
Four months after Minneapolis
Prescott presented a plan to the
General Conference. It called for a
five-month Bible school on the
college campus under the auspices of the General Conference,
"entirely separate from the
college." Enthused General Conference officers expressed the
(1187) 11
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opinion that the school would
"prove of inestimable value to the
cause." 3 They promptly appointed Prescott as principal and
assigned him the task of drawing
up the curriculum.
Prescott envisaged two 20-week
terms of study over consecutive
years. This arrangement endeavored to avoid the problem of "long
courses," which Ellen White had
called unnecessary when workers
were so desperately needed in the
SABBATH
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tpartnitn.t.

"81,0>to
show thlreqr aorta.ed onto
not
le

God, a Irerrk0.1
be eabetned. riebtl/dirldhlg the word
of tratb."-2 that net,lath
Tim. 2:16.

DOITRLZ PORTION OF
11/8 OP/BIT. 1.1A
often the ease that
ministers of the gospel
scold their congregations, and try to drive
them to
duty. Thee will generally accomplish but very little
good. There may be Individuals who are already meek
and hurnbie, and very
all/data, to do their duty, who
will bear the abuse, and try to profit by the reproof
but those who most need it, will, In few i
n
be unaffected by it to any extent. Such
a the ethics
on
thethe
part
of theand,
minister is not according tomethod
of
gospel
IT

is

nothave
a successful
one;
had It been, the Saviour would not
been obliged
to pass
did,
in through the humiliation and abuse which

he
order to set an example for hi, followers. The
minister who follows the pattern of Christ, will suffer
abuse, but never give It,
Sometimes
the truth needs to be spoken plainly,
openly,
and most
em phatically ;
but the words shoul,'
be
dictated
by
to the hearts of the Spirit of God ; tiv they wi''
the peseta
'
duce the desired F.'s.,
•

field. The curriculum featured
Christian evidences, church history, selected biblical books,
Greek, Hebrew, church government, logic, civics, and Bible doctrines. According to the brochure,
these courses aimed at developing
"mental power," not merely providing facts.
First "Seminary" Begins
On October 31, 1889, a year after
Minneapolis, the church's first
formal seminary program got under way. A surprising 157 workers
crowded into the classes. Uriah
Smith, William Prescott, and E. J.
Waggoner served as teachers.
Prescott's endeavor to have the
church commit itself to theological education for its ministry resulted in some heartaches. The
seminary venture began in an at12 (1188)
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mosphere of highly charged controversy. The appointment of
1888 opponents Smith and Waggoner to the teaching staff proved
an incendiary mix. Denominational leaders soon became embroiled in bitter conflict over
whether they should permit Waggoner to teach students his new
ideas on the two covenants. Prescott and new General Conference
president Olsen favored his doing
so, but Smith and D. T. Jones, the
General Conference secretary,
proved violently opposed. Editor
Smith published a short note in
the Review, disclaiming any responsibility for Waggoner's new
position, which appeared in the
current Sabbath school lesson
quarterly, while secretary Jones
resigned as Sabbath school
teacher in the Battle Creek Tabernacle over the issue. His "worrying and fretting" over the matter
had cost him "more than half a
year's work," he complained.'
Ellen White Intervenes
Horrified by the extent and
depth of the animosity, Ellen
White encouraged a series of
early-morning dialogues between
the antagonists to examine the
theological questions they had
raised. Opponents of Waggoner
were eventually convinced that
there was no conspiracy to force
the new views on the denomination. They conceded that wrong
attitudes posed a greater problem
than the particular interpretations
involved. (Both the new interpretation of the law in Galatians and
the teaching on the covenants
eventually became the established
view in the church.) The early
morning meetings produced a
temporary truce, enabling classes
to conclude on a quieter note.
Despite principal Prescott's best
efforts to maintain peace, the fires
of controversy flared again the following year. He had agreed to assign Waggoner a noncontroversial
teaching subject rather than allow
him to choose his own. Prescott
himself volunteered to teach the
sensitive class on the book of Galatians. However, his class was an-

1988

alyzed closely for heresy and reported on far and wide, with the
result that the professor came under attack for teaching Waggoner's
new position. From faraway Florida retired president George Butler fumed in a letter to secretary
Jones: "Has it come to this that
such things are to be indoctrinated
into the minds of our young
people?" 5
However, denominational leaders, now firmly committed to
meeting the need for ministerial
education, were not prepared to
let such prejudiced apprehensions and superficial objections
deter them from their objectives.
The two-year seminary program
continued until 1896. By then, under Ellen White's prodding and
with Prescott's coordination, the
colleges had adopted a full-scale
biblical-studies curriculum for
theological education.
The year 1888 and the period
immediately following proved a
painful time for church leaders. It
absorbed energy in resolving conflicts and reconciling hurt feelings. It exposed unexpected weaknesses in people. But it also
revealed weaknesses in the program of the church and thus provided not only opportunity but a
needed catalyst for development
and growth. We can be thankful
that in the life of God's church, as
in human life, the pain and hurt of
controversy are not always
wasted. If we are willing, out of
our sufferings God can bring hope
0
and new directions.
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Looking Back
at Minneapolis

..

t Minneapolis we met a large
delegation of ministers. I discerned at the very commencement
of the meeting a spirit which burdened me. Discourses were
preached that did not give the people the food which they so much
needed. The dark and gloomy side
of the picture was presented before them to hang in memory's
hall. This would bring no light
and spiritual freedom, but discouragement.
Picking Roses or Briars
I felt deeply moved by the Spirit
of the Lord Sabbath afternoon to
call the minds of those present to
the love God manifests to His people. The mind must not be permitted to dwell on the most objectionable features of our faith. In
God's Word, which may be represented as a garden filled with
roses and lilies and pinks, we may
pluck by faith the precious promises of God, appropriate them to
our own hearts, and be of good
courage —yes, joyful in God—or
we may keep our attention fastened on the briars and thistles
and wound ourselves severely
and bemoan our hard lot. . . .
As I presented the goodness, the
love, the tender compassion of our
heavenly Father, I felt that the
Spirit of the Lord was resting not
only upon me but upon the people. Light and freedom and blessing came to the hearers and there
was hearty response to the words
spoken. The social meeting that
followed evidenced that the Word
had found lodgment in the hearts
of the hearers. Many bore testimony that this day was the happiest of their lives, and it was indeed a precious season, for we

ADVENTIST REVIEW, NOVEMBER 3, 1988

BY ELLEN G. WHITE
knew the presence of the Lord
Jesus was in the assembly and that
to bless. I knew that the special
revealing of the Spirit of God was
for a purpose, to quell the doubts,
to roll back the tide of unbelief
which had been admitted into
hearts and minds concerning Sister White and the work the Lord
had given her to do.
This was a season of refreshing
to many souls, but it did not abide
upon some. Just as soon as they
saw that Sister White did not agree
with all their ideas and harmonize
with the propositions and resolutions to be voted upon in that conference, the evidence they had received had as little weight with
some as did the words spoken by
Christ in the synagogue to the Nazarenes. . . . Prejudice, pride, and
stubbornness are terrible elements
to take possession of the human
mind. . . .
I felt very much pained at heart
over the condition of things. I
made most earnest appeals to my
brethren and sisters when assembled in the morning meetings, and
entreated that we should make
this occasion a season of profit,
searching the Scriptures together
with humility of heart. I entreated
that there should not be such freedom in talking in regard to things
of which they knew but little. All
needed to learn lessons in the
school of Christ. Jesus has invited,
"Come unto me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you, and learn of me; for I am meek
and lowly in heart: and ye shall
find rest unto your souls. For my
yoke is easy, and my burden is
light" (Matt. 11:28-30). If we daily
learn the lessons of humility and

lowliness of heart, there will not
be the feelin6s which exist at this
meeting.
There are some differences of
views on some subjects, but is this
a reason for sharp, hard feelings?
Shall envy and evil surmisings
and imaginings, evil suspicion,
hatred, and jealousies become enthroned in the heart? All these
things are evil and only evil. Our
help is in God alone. . . .
Light From the Lord
We know that if all would come
to the Scriptures with hearts subdued and controlled by the influence of the Spirit of God, there
would be brought to the examination of the Scriptures a calm mind,
free from prejudice and pride of
opinion. The light from the Lord
would shine upon His Word and
the truth would be revealed. But
there should be prayerful, painstaking effort and much patience,
to answer the prayer of Christ that
His disciples may be one as He is
one with the Father. The earnest,
sincere prayer will be heard and
the Lord will answer. The Holy
Spirit will quicken the mental faculties and there will be a seeing
eye to eye. "The entrance of thy
words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple" (Ps.
119:130).
0
Selected from
manuscript
24, 1888, in
which Ellen G.
White reflects
on the Minneapolis General
Conference
session.
(1189)
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The Third Angel's
Message
BY A. T. JONES
ome have said they cannot see
how a man can acknowledge
himself to be wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked, and don't know it, and at the
same time be rejoicing in the Lord.
. . . The Lord does not save us
because we are so good, but because He is so good. Do not forget
that. He does not save us, nor bless
us in the work of God at all because we are so good, but because
He is good and we are bad. And
the blessedness of it is that He will
bless us so much when we are so
bad. And the rejoicing of the
whole thing is that He saves us
and makes us to reflect His own
image, as bad as we are. That is
where the rejoicing comes in. . . .
"Are you in Christ? Not if you
do not acknowledge yourselves
erring, helpless, condemned sinners" (Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 48).
That is what some of the brethren
say they can't see. They say, "I
can't see how, if I am in Christ, I
am to acknowledge myself a helpless, undone sinner; I thought if I
was in Christ, then I could thank
the Lord I was good, sinless, entirely perfect, sanctified, and all
that." Why, no. He is. When you
are in Christ, He is perfect, He is
righteous, He is holy and never
errs, and His holiness is imputed
to you—is given to you. His faithfulness, His perfection is mine,
but I am not that. . . .

S

Keeping the Faith
"Here are they that keep the
commandments of God," and
have faith in Jesus?—No, the have
is not in there—they keep the
commandments of God and [keep]
the faith of Jesus. That is the genuine article: that is the faith,
which, in Him, endured the test.
14 (1190)

That is the faith which met every
fiery trial that Satan knows, and
all the power that Satan could
rally, that faith endured the test.
So then, He comes and says to us:
"You buy of Me that faith that has
endured the test, 'gold tried in the
fire.' " . How shall we buy? Read
Isaiah 55:1, "Ho, every one that
thirsteth." . . . "Come ye to the
waters, and he that hath no
money; come." ... It does not cost
anything.... It cost the Lord something, however. It cost Him everything. But all this He gives us, so
that it costs us nothing. The price
was paid, but not by us. . . .
"Buy of me gold tried in the fire
. . . ; and white raiment, that thou
mayest be clothed." . . . It is that
garment that is "woven in the loom
of heaven," in which there is "not
one thread of human devising"
(Christ's Object Lessons, p. 311).
What was the loom? Christ in
His human flesh. What was it that
was made there? . . . The righteousness of Christ—the life that He
lived—for you and for me . . . that
is the garment. . . . Now then, He
wants that garment to be ours, but
does not want us to forget who is
the weaver. It is not ourselves, but
it is He who is with us. It was God
in Christ. Christ is to be in us, just
as God was in Him, and His character is to be in us, just as God was
in Him, and His character is to be
woven and transformed into us
through these sufferings and temptations and trials which we meet.
And God is the weaver, but not
without us. It is the cooperation of
the divine and the human—
the mystery of God in you and
me—the same mystery that was in
the gospel and that is the third angel's message.
This is the word of the Wonder-

ful Counselor. [Voice: "Was not
the character woven without
us?"] Yes, but it will not become
ours without us. . . . And the
beauty of it comes in that we are to
have that garment as complete as
He is. We are to grow up into
Christ, until we all come in the
unity of the faith. . . .
How tall are we to be in character before we leave this world?
As tall as Christ. What is to be our
stature? That of Christ. We are to
be perfect men reaching "unto the
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ." Who is the
weaver? [Voice: "God."] In whose
eye is the pattern? God's. Many
times, brethren, the threads seem
all tangled when we look at them.
The meshes seem all out of shape,
and there is no symmetry at all to
the figure, there is no beauty at all
to the pattern as we see it. But the
pattern is not of our making. We
are not the weaver. . . . God is the
weaver; can He untangle the
threads? Assuredly He will untangle them. . . .
. . . Let us take the blessed faith
that has been tried, and all that he
tells us, for it is all our own. God
has given it. It is mine. It is yours.
Let us thank Him and be glad. 0
A. T. Jones, "The Third Angel's Message—No.
9," General Conference Daily Bulletin 5, Feb. 7,
8, 1893, pp. 178-185; A. T. Jones, "The Third
Angel's Message—No. 10," General Conference
Daily Bulletin 5, Feb. 9, 10, 1893, pp. 200-208.

A. T. Jones
(1850-1923)
and E. J. Waggoner stirred
the General
Conference
session in
1888 with their
preaching.
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Christ and the Law
BY E. J. WAGGONER
n His prayer for the disciples
Jesus told what truth is, and
what it will do. Said He: "Sanctify
them through thy truth: thy word
is truth" (John 17:17). But Jesus is
the Word of God, the one through
whom alone the character, and attributes, and power of God are
made known to men. The law of
God, the Ten Commandments, is
declared to be the truth, as the
psalmist says: "Thy righteousness
is an everlasting righteousness,
and thy law is the truth"; and,
"Thou art near, 0 Lord; and all thy
commandments are truth" (Ps.
119:142, 151). These commandments were spoken by the voice of
God upon Mount Sinai, and "he
added no more," so that they are,
in an eminent degree, the truthful
word of which Christ spoke in His
prayer, yet it was the voice of the
Son of God, the divine Word, who
uttered them, so that the commandments of God are inseparably connected with our Lord Jesus
Christ. They proceeded from Him,
being an expression of His own
righteousness.

I

Delighting in God's Will
That this is so is shown still further by the words of the prophet
concerning Christ: "The Lord is
well pleased for his righteousness'
sake; he will magnify the law, and
make it honourable" (Isa. 42:21).
There cannot be the slightest
doubt that this chapter is a prophecy of the Messiah, and the law is
expressly declared to be His righteousness.
So when the prophet David
spoke by inspiration in Christ's
stead, he said: "I delight to do thy
will, 0 my God: yea, thy law is
within my heart." Now take these
facts, together with Christ's
words, "Every one that is of the
truth heareth my voice," and we
have the most positive evidence
that the keeping of the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus
ADVENTIST REVIEW. NOVEMBER 3. 1988

are inseparably connected. No one
can keep the commandments
without faith in Jesus, and no one
ever has real faith in Jesus except
as he is driven to it by the terms of
the violated law, and by a sincere
desire to have the righteousness of
the law fulfilled in him. The righteousness which is "through the
faith of Christ, the righteousness
which is of God by faith" (Phil.
3:9), is the only righteousness that
will secure one a dwelling-place
in the new earth, wherein righteousness shall dwell. . . .
The law of God is the truth that
makes men free, and purifies the
heart, but . .. it is not the law in the
abstract that does this, but "the law
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus,"
and . . . this is effected by "the
Spirit of truth." The law of God is
called a "law of liberty," and so it
is, but only to those who obey it;
and none can obey it except as they
yield to the striving of the Holy
Spirit, and come to Christ.
The truth which makes free is
not an outward compliance with
the Ten Commandments. The
Pharisees outwardly appeared
righteous unto men, yet they were
in the worst kind of bondage. . . .
Keeping the commandments is
something more than a form. It
consists in having every act, every
word, and every thought just such
as they would be if' Jesus were
dwelling within the man, acting
and speaking and thinking
through him. . . . Surely this cannot be done unless Christ dwells
in the heart.
Who, then, has outgrown the Ten
Commandments? Are they of a
lower grade of morality than is required of Christians in this age?
Nay, verily. Let no one say that to
exalt the law of God is to deny
Christ: for in no other way can we
so exalt Christ, and so appreciate
the necessity of having His continual presence with us, as by exalting
the breadth and holiness of the law.

But will there ever be any people
on the earth who will have attained
to that perfection of character? Indeed there will be. Says the
prophet: "The remnant of Israel
shall not do iniquity, nor speak
lies; neither shall a deceitful
tongue be found in their mouth"
(Zeph. 3:13). When the Lord comes
there will be a company who will
be found "complete in Him," having not their own righteousness,
but that perfect righteousness of
God, which comes by faith of Jesus
Christ. To perfect this work in the
hearts of individuals, and to prepare such a company, is the work of
the third angel's message. That
message, therefore, is not a mass of
dry theories, but is a living, practical reality.
Happy will those persons be
who form the remnant of Israel, in
whose hearts the righteousness of
God's law of truth is perfected. For
them mansions will be prepared
in that glorious city wherein there
shall in no wise enter anything
that defileth, "neither whatsoever
worketh abomination, or maketh a
lie" (Rev. 21:27). And as they approach that great and strong city,
the walls and bulwarks of which
are everlasting salvation, the cry
will be raised, "Open ye the gates,
that the righteous nation which
keepeth the truth may enter in"
(Isa. 26:2); and as the everlasting
doors are lifted up, they will enter,
with the King of glory at their
head, and shall henceforth have a
right to the tree of life, and dwell
in His presence forever.
❑
E. J. Waggoner, "Truth and Its Importance,"
Signs of the Times. Dec. 28, 1888, p. 790.

E. J. Waggoner
(1855-1916)
was coediting
Signs of the
Times with A.
T. Jones when
he wrote this
in 1888.
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The Impact of 1888
on Adventist Missions
Why the church needed to emphasize Christ
BY BORGE SCHANTZ
hroughout history Christians
have had a problem finding a
T
balance between law and grace.
Adventists have been no exception. Especially in the years before
1888 they were accused by other
churches of being legalists and
Judaizers.
Some recent Adventist scholars
have agreed with those critics. In
fact, previous to 1888 Ellen White
repeatedly tried to call the remnant
believers into a meaningful relationship with Jesus Christ in which they
might experience salvation "by
grace . . . through faith" (Eph. 2:8).1

The issue reached a climax at
the 1888 General Conference session in Minneapolis, Minnesota,
one of the most important and
controversial in SDA history. The
conference did not define additional doctrines for the Adventist
Church, nor did it introduce a
new teaching about Jesus as
Saviour.
As far back as the 1830s our pioneers believed in Christ as their
personal Saviour. They could
hardly have maintained their
single-minded belief in Christ's
second coming without accepting

This portrait of William H. (Harry) Anderson and his wife, Nora was taken
about the time of their sailing to Africa in 1895 with the party of missionaries
who began the first permanent SDA mission for the pagan people there.
16 (1192)

the salvation He won on the cross
at His first coming.' The effect of
the 1888 conference was to bring
certain previously held truths into
balance.
Early Evangelism

The "legalistic" proclamation
of the Advent message prior to the
Minneapolis General Conference
session can be viewed in a positive light. Before 1888 Adventist
ministers and missionaries
worked primarily among Christians, whether in North America,
Europe, or Australia. They proclaimed their distinct message to
people who already believed in
salvation through Christ, seeking
to bring forgotten Bible truths to
their attention. They saw no point
in telling Lutherans, for example,
about justification by faith, or
Methodists about conversion.
Instead, Adventist pioneers had
something new and urgent to proclaim: the "present truth," the
"last warning."
The people they ministered to
expected to hear this new and
strange message. S. N. Haskell relates that in New Zealand in 1886
he was invited "to present our
views of Scripture, especially on
those points wherein we differed
from them." 3 The local Christians
urged him to talk about controversial issues such as the Sabbath and
the judgment.
Wherever SDA ministers went
they generally met opposition
from local Protestant preachers,
who warned their congregations
about Adventists from pulpit and
press. The Sabbath usually became the object of attack, forcing
our ministers to be on the
defensive.' Those early evangeADVENTIST REVIEW, NOVEMBER 3, 1988
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lists did not deliberately leave
Christ out of their sermons. Their
approach to the distinctive SDA
doctrines actually preached salvation in large dimensions.
Early SDA practice agreed with
the biblical missionary method.
Throughout the Scriptures we
find numerous situations in
which prophets and apostles confronted God's people with the
need to reform. Sent by God with
messages of reproach, they
pointed out the sins and even pagan practices tolerated by God's
chosen people.
Nathan tactfully used a parable
to point out David's sin (2 Sam.
12:1-4), but he did not avoid telling the king directly "You are the
man!" (verse 7, NIV). Amos went
to the leaders of Israel and spoke
with painful bluntness (Amos 7:717). John the Baptist also used the
direct method (Matt. 3:7-12), as
did Stephen (Acts 7).
These examples show what
mission is all about. It does not
mean holding friendly classroom
discussions, nor is it engaging in
philosophical conversations on
ethical issues. It does not consist
of an examination of pagan ideas
or false teachings among Christians. Important as these things
may be, mission outreach involves a direct attack upon idolatry and falsehood.' To early Adventists, Sundaykeeping, infant
baptism, and unconditional immortality were pagan ideas taken
over by uninformed Christians.
To the Point
Ways of communicating and
styles of writing were more direct
and to the point 100 years ago than
today. We tend to misjudge
nineteenth-century preaching in
the light of the more diplomatic,
indirect approaches used in communication and persuasion in the
twentieth century.
The missionary message of the
Advent movement in the years
1850 - 1890 did not present a
choice between law and grace. It
simply proclaimed "present
truth."
By 1890 two generations of AdADVENTIST REVIEW. NOVEMBER 3. 1988
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vent believers in North America
had built the doctrinal and admin,SABBATH
istrative foundations of the Advent movement. They had also esSCHOOL Of DOMESTIC ECONOMY,
tablished springboards in many
Christian lands outside North
America from which to launch
Term
into the non-Christian world. This
Begins
new venture, however, demanded
NOV. I,,
a different emphasis, a reorienta1888,
tion on the part of the missionaries. In non-Christian lands they
The undersigned have organized and will pen on the
would confront people with no
bove date, a School of Domestic Economy, to
o, continued
, fazg tgeall,li!ealtryereknit4 pl`,..triifco.:Loyw:!t.g Subject!twill
be taught,
knowledge of Jesus Christ. The
SCIRNTIFIC COOKERY, TABU;
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nvoirTa:
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URY WORK, UCONORICAI, 11011SENEEPINO DORAST/C
HYMENS °needing Sanitary care of house and
preach the Sabbath and the judgfgf/1111711.1mma.,TV3,14it
•
. ACCOUNTS. In fact, every subject pertaining to or';
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ment, but to do what Paul did for
Mal and hygienic care of a home.
the Jews (believers in the Old TesTERMS: Tuition, 425,00. Board and Tullion, $100.00. - - tament) and the Greeks (pagans):
A number of sellable personewho can furnish good mem.
mentiations, ell be ghee an opportnuliy to meet their expenses wholly is work, end If thoroughly ...paid* con earn
"I have declared to both Jews and
moderate
during the course.
Greeks that they must turn to God
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in repentance and have faith in
For circulars and further particulare applyat once to
our Lord Jesus" (Acts 20:21, NIV).
SANITARIUM SCHOOL OF ECONOMY,
•
The center of the message could be
Battle Creek, Michigan.
nothing less than Jesus Christ and
Him crucified.
The 1888 Minneapolis conference with its righteousness by
faith message held great importance for Adventists in relation to two in a healthy tension. For this
other Christian churches. Clarifi- task they have a supportive hiscation of the SDA position in re- torical background.
Thus, the 1888 conference on
gard to law and grace has continued during the century since then. righteousness by faith should not
The Minneapolis conference, be explained only in theological,
therefore, had far-reaching missi- historical, and psychological
ological implications. It gave Ad- terms. Significant missiological
ventist mission endeavor a clear needs also contributed to the shift
message of salvation for people in emphasis. God, who sees the
who had no knowledge of Christ. future in His wisdom, guides His
As missionaries widened their church in ways she little dreams
0
scope, they could begin by pre- of.
senting Jesus Christ as Saviour, REFERENCES
then proclaim the three angels'
Spiritual Gifts, vol. 3, pp. 46, 47, 52.
2 Review and Herald, June 10, 1852, p. 24;
messages and the requirements of Sept.
16, 1880, pp. 200, 201; Spiritual Gifts, vol.
God, such as obedience to the Ten 3,p. 46, 47, 52.
' Quoted in S. Ross Goldstone, The Angel Said
Commandments and principles of Australia,
pp. 27, 28.
A. V. Olson, 13 Crisis Years: 1888-1901, p.
healthful living.
13.
A missionary approach that preJ. H. Bavinck, An Introduction to the Science
sents a balance between law and of Missions, pp. 323, 233.
grace—unique to Seventh-day
Adventists—has proved to be of
Borge Schantz
great value as the Advent moveis
chairman of
ment has introduced to people in
the Religion
all climes a distinctive body of
Department at
doctrines, lifestyle, and worldNewbold Colview.
lege,
England.
Adventist missionaries must
maintain a delicate balance between law and grace, keeping the
enters
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Religious Liberty Issues:
Then and Now
BY MITCHELL A. TYNER
century ago this week our
church ended the historic
Minneapolis General Conference
session. As that event closed,
church leaders were preparing for
another event, which was given
relatively little notice at the time,
but which symbolized the beginning of Adventist involvement in
church-state affairs: On December
13, 1888, A. T. Jones, a young Pacific Press editor, became the first
Seventh-day Adventist to testify
before a committee of the United
States Congress.
Why? Because after decades of
growth, social change in America
had produced what Jones and others saw (correctly) as a threat to
religious freedom—a proposal for
a national Sunday law.
The seventeenth-century settlers of what would become the
United States were predominantly English and almost exclusively northwestern European.
While they disagreed on various
points of Christian doctrine, they
exhibited a high level of cultural
homogeneity.
This group dominated the social,
governmental, legal, and cultural
evolution of the country for more
than two centuries and came to regard such as their proper role. But
by the late nineteenth century, this
group was alarmed. They saw a
new tide of immigrants from southern and eastern Europe, in addition
to several million ex-slaves, calling
for the rights of citizenship. They
saw societal changes that they interpreted as eroding traditional
American values and ways, and
their alarm grew.
National Reform Association
(NRA), an organization determined
to "Christianize America" emerged

A
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out of this alarm. It sought, by law
if necessary, to "bring America
back to her roots." The platform of
the NRA had two main planks—
passage and enforcement of Sunday laws, and Christian control of
the public schools.
While the campaign for the
schools was successful (U.S. pub-
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lic schools continued to present
an essentially Protestant worldview until the past quarter century), the effort to promote Sunday legislation, at least on the
national level, was not.
In the spring of 1888, Senator H.
W. Blair of New Hampshire, an
ardent supporter of the NRA, entered a bill for a national Sunday
law in the United States Senate. A.
T. Jones came to Washington to
testify against this bill just a
month after the Minneapolis General Conference session. Jones
stressed the inequity of forcing a
religious observance on anyone,
especially those who observe a
day other than Sunday, and Blair's
bill was defeated.

Hands Across the Gulf
Four years later, however, a national Sunday law—of sorts—was
passed. Its enactment culminated a
fascinating six-month period. On
February 18, 1892, Ellen White
wrote: "Protestantism is now reaching hands across the gulf to clasp
hands with papacy, and a confederacy is being formed to trample out

of sight the Sabbath of the Fourth
Commandment" (Special Testimonies, Series A, No. 1, p. 38).
Eleven days later the United
States Supreme Court handed
down its decision in Holy Trinity
Episcopal Church v. United
States.' Ordinarily, it would not
have been a remarkable case. But
these were not ordinary times. Holy
Trinity Episcopal had, inadvertently, broken the law in hiring an
English rector. The immigration
law of the time said that while you
might hire a noncitizen, you could
not pay his way to the United States
in order to work for you—exactly
what the church had done.
The Court struggled to find a
way not to apply the law to Holy
Trinity Episcopal. After reviewing
numerous historic documents relevant to the founding of the Colonies, which invoked the name of
God, the Court observed that the
United States "is a Christian
nation," and thus Congress surely
did not intend the immigration
law to apply to this set of facts.
The "Christian nation" statement is dicta—part of the Court's
rationale for its decision, but not a
binding part of the decision itself.
Nevertheless, in the charged atmosphere of the times, the public
seized on it as being of great
significance.
So did A. T. Jones. In a pair of
sermons delivered May 14 and May
21 in the Battle Creek Tabernacle
entitled "The Late Decision of the
Supreme Court and the Image of the
Beast," Jones said that the image
had been formed on February 29,
and "all that remains is to give life
to it by the enforcement of whatever
religious observances any bigots
may choose, who can control the
ADVENTIST REVIEW, NOVEMBER 3, 1988
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civil power." Jones was effective,
but he was not tactful.'
Jones's opinions and Ellen
White's warnings were remembered by many when less than
three months later President Benjamin Harrison signed the nation's
first federal-level Sunday legislation. For the NRA it must have
seemed that the mountain had labored and brought forth a mouse,
for all they could finally produce
was an appropriations-bill rider
that provided that no federal subsidy would be paid to the 1892
Chicago World's Fair if the fair
opened on a Sunday. Yet it was
federal legislation upholding Sunday observance, and was seen as a
significant development by those
on both sides of the issue.
When Mrs. White wrote to the
church earlier that year, she was
in essence saying that there were
movements afoot that, if left unchecked, would result in the dilution of our freedoms, and that
the church should respond appropriately.
How has the church responded?
03
TAFFY.
there is friction, out with your oil-can. If
IF
there is a quarrel, pour on oil. Blessed are the
peaae.makers.
But the oil-can is for the rarer emergenoies. It
is not everybody that has the gift of putting oil on
just the spot that grates ; and it is not every day
that quarrels occur which call for the oil-can. But
blessed be taffy I It is wanted every day and from
everybody, It is the universal sweetness of social
and domestic life.
Husband, have you come borne and found your
wife tired and hot with the day's work in chamber
a pleasant
kitchen% Give her a little taffy. Say
and
thing to her. Praise her for something. Tell her
how nice the bread is, ao much better than the
baker's ; that the ketchup is the best she ever
made ; that the house looked so sweet and restful
when you came in ; and at your leisure in the
evening, tell her bow much you prize her end the
pleasant home she makes for you. It will do her
come.
good ; it will make the smiles
me home weary
Wife, does your good roan co
burdened, exhausted and—no, not cross, but
d
an
undemonstrative
and silent I Afeet him with a
sweet welcome. Say something pleasant to him,
all love to be appreciated and flattered. Tell
Men
kind thing somebody has said about him.
BOMB
him
Tell him
how much you admire something he has
done ; and when you cars Bit down alone with him,
take his han be and tell him how much you love
o n'tafraid of overdoing it. We all like
him
d we are loved, and the saying it, makes it
to be; told.
great deal better to cultivate'
all the truer. It is a
one's love with warm expressions than to blight it
with frost. Pretty nothings I Why, they are big
realities, the stuff happiness feeds on. Give us
more taffy.—The
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In four ways. First, in December
1888, the General Conference
formed a Religious Liberty Committee which the following year
evolved into a Religious Liberty Association. In July 1989, the International Religious Liberty Association, the spiritual descendant of
that early committee, will hold a
World Congress on Religious Freedom in London, completing a century of Seventh-day Adventist efforts to strengthen the right of each
individual to worship according to
the dictates of conscience.
Second, the church responded
by urging its members to become
involved—and they did. A denomination of only 25,000 members secured more than 500,000
signatures on petitions opposing
the Sunday bills in Congress.
Third, the church sent A. T.
Jones and others to speak in public
on the subject. And Jones didn't
stop at telling people what was
wrong with Sunday laws—he also
told them, very effectively, what
was right with the Sabbath.
Fourth, the church began publication of a church-state journal,
the Sentinel, whose spirit lives on
in the current Liberty magazine.
Current Parallels
A century ago our spiritual forebears, with a bit of prophetic
nudging, saw that our scripturally
mandated mission includes the
proclamation and defense of the
idea that God forces no one—and
neither should man. That mission
remains. They learned to use the
proclamation of freedom as a
means of leading people to other
truth. We still may. For amazingly
similar problems and opportunities exist today.
Once again we live in a time of
majority unrest. Once again we
hear of concerns generated by immigration. A hundred years ago
the majority worried about those
from southern and eastern Europe. Now fears are voiced that
our culture will be transformed by
immigrants from eastern Asia and
from countries to the south. Once
again we hear those who wish to
"return America to its moral
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roots"—by legislation, if necessary. Once again we hear calls for
a "Christian America." Then it
was Sunday laws and Biblereading in public schools. Now
it's prayer in public schools and a
more generalized effort to put government on the side of Christianity. But the bottom line is the
same: a willingness to sacrifice the
rights of the individual to the will
of the majority.
The problem with all this lies
not with the goal but the methodology. Government action is the
wrong method. Passing a law will
not make America—or any other
country—a Christian nation. The
Emperor Constantine is said to
have tried that method. In order to
facilitate the baptism of his army,
he marched his men through a
river and had church representatives on the other side pronounce
them Christians. He added many
names to the church records but
undoubtedly produced few genuine Christians—roughly the same
effect as would be accomplished
by modern, more sophisticated
government efforts to Christianize
a country.
The better method—and the
challenge with which we must answer such inquiries—is a simple
one: evangelism. When the followers of Jesus Christ make their faith
so practical, so attractive, so relevant that it answers the deepest
questions of the soul, then men and
women will voluntarily follow
Him. Coercion produces impressive numbers, but evangelism produces a quality product. That's
what A. T. Jones was trying to tell
Senator Blair in 1888. It's a message
we must constantly reinforce today.
REFERENCES
143 U.S. 457.
2

Review and Herald, May 31, 1892, and June

7, 1892.
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I appreciate BECNs integrated approach to Adventist education. Without the 100% cooperation of the communi
Union College. The vision and leadership by the founders of BECA has been a magnificent blessing spiritually ands
in the AAA Challenge of 1988, I had the privilege of actually experiencing its unifying and supportive effect on in
class president, Ozark Adventist Academy. It (BECA) creates a tangible sense of community among the various parts
alumni as a group working toward one goal. This unity then is felt in other areas to make the school stronger oven
generous. Their vision . . . is unexcelled. - Loren Dickinson, teacher, Walk Walla College. I've never witnessed a
Shenandoah Valley Academy. These people have taken such an interest in my generation! It's wonderful to know th.
Sierra). I like BECA because it gave us an incentive to do what we should have been doing all along—communiel
us on to greater success than we thought possible. - Ralph W. Martin, board chairman, Shenandoah Valley Academ
Harold D. Schwartz, alumnus, Walla Walk College. BECA . . . a brilliant idea . . . united students, faculty, alumni
Linda University, (La Sierra). It is one of the best things that has ever happened to Adventist higher education. - D
demonstrated that consistent involvement by many is a route to success. - Kendall Hill, administrator, Andrews
support to our favorite schools. - Philip Follett, board chairman, Atlantic Union College. BECA is important because
requires (and generates) a team spirit to be successful! It is fun, and rewarding to participate in and helps so man
quadrupling our alumni support and creating a reservoir of volunteer advocates who are excited about what is ha
much-needed alto saxophone which we could not have acquired otherwise. - Harry Bennett Jr. , band director, San I
- Gary D. Wilson, principal, Maplewood Academy. Alumni are given an opportunity to say "thank you" to their alrri
those who conceived the AAA Challenge idea. Students decide for Christ and the SDA church in SDA academie
practical elements of my life, were brought about by AAA. - William B. Krick, student, Auburn Adventist Academy.
Spanish program. - Nestor Cabrera, teacher, Union Springs Academy. The AAA Challenge has motivated the aluml
superintendent of schools, Montana Conference. Introducing an organized fund-raising program to our alumni associa
Acadenry.It's a great way to make a big difference with a small gesture—little bank accounts help as well as big of
raising and how it can strengthen the foundation of a college, in a personal way. - Ricky Seiler; alumnus, Southwesi
Students realize that service means caring. - Eekeinna Marshall, teacher and administrator, Allied Health, Loma Lind
teacher, Canadian Union College.

Colleges: Andrews University • Atlantic Union College • Canad
Loma Linda University • Oakwood College • Pacific Union College • E
Academies: Andrews Academy • Auburn Adventist Academy • Battle Creek Academy • Blue Mountain
Forest Lake Academy • Gem State Academy • Georgia-Cumberland Academy • Greater Boston A
Kingsway College • La Sierra Academy • Maplewood Academy • Monterey Bay Academy • Mount Ellis Academy • Mount Pisga
Rio Lindo Academy • San Diego Academy • San Gabriel Academy • San Pasqual Academy • Shenandoah Valley Academy • Shi
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;, teachers, students, etc., we're fighting a losing battle. - Steve C. Blackburn, alumnus and administrator, Columbia
to all here at Canadian Union College. - Reo E. Ganson, president, Canadian Union College.As an active participant
feel the program can be an instrumental tool in fulfilling the needs of future classes. - Lisa D. Prowant, 1988 senior
lege's supportive constituency. - Dick Winn, alumnus and teacher, Pacific Union College. It (BECA) helps to unify the

Anderson, student, Union College. I'm always moved to say that the BECA people have been unusually selfless and
that was such a morale booster among our staff. We are excited and encouraged. - Geoff Calkins, administrator,
ter education is supported monetarily by the Adventist community. April Kelly, student, Loma Linda University (La

bur alumni. - Marvin Anderson, president, Southwestern Adventist College. It is an excellent program that has spurred
ne enjoys challenges and incentives. What better cause than Christian education deserves out united support.

members together in support of the Adventist college/university experience! - R. Dale McCune, provost, Loma
ahly, president, Southern College. It has provided motivation for systematic support of our institutions by alumni and
BECA makes it compelling to give that extra dollar—because each dollar is like a magnet, drawing even more

philanthropy to become a reality at the college level. Through the "challenge" aspect, it becomes a game which
4 Mary Ann Fiene, administrator, Kettering College of Medical Arts. BECA has helped to make a difference by nearly
t AUC! - Larry Geraty, president, Atlantic Union College.Funds from AAA enabled our concert band to purchase a
rem. Maplewood has been greatly blessed by a supportive and enthusiastic alumni. AAA has made it even better!

nd to improve facilities for today's students. - W.D. Wampler, board chairman, Sunnydale Academy. Far sighted are
t. Bock, principal, Gem State Academy. Auburn Adventist Academy's tennis courts and modern computer lab, both

to purchase the necessary equipment for a language lab which, when properly installed, will greatly enhance the
and board members of MEA to extraordinary levels of financial commitment and involvement. - Steve Pawluk,
given us a united goal both financially and institutionally. - Bruce Rasmussen, alumni association president, Wisconsin
-vin Carnahan, alumnus, Sunnydale Academy. BECA has helped to make a difference in my perception about fund

list College. BECA supports student learning by providing a bridge between education and professional practice.
y. BECA is helping young people realize their full potential. Can there be a more worthy cause? - Keith J. Leavitt,

Thanks

Your belief in Adventist education spawned a vision that became reality through your
dedication and benevolence. The nearly $4 million seed money for two alumni challenge
programs has helped stimulate almost $13 million in unrestricted and student aid monies
for academies, colleges and universities in the last eight years. And this is just the
beginning! Your gifts have strengthened us, creating momentum that will carry us ahead.
ollege • Columbia Union College • Kettering College of Medical Arts
liege • Southwestern Adventist College • Union College • Walla Walla College.
Broadview Academy • College View Academy • Dakota Adventist Academy • Enterprise Academy
:heater New York Academy • Hawaiian Mission Academy • Indiana Academy • Jefferson Academy
• Mount Vernon Academy • Mountain Veiw Academy • Ozark Adventist Academy • Pine Forge Academy • Platte Valley Academy
• Sunnydale Academy • Union Springs Academy • Upper Columbia Academy • Valley Grande Academy • Wisconsin Academy.
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GC Treasurer Explains How Wall Street "Crash"
of '87 Affected the Church's Finances
ust one year ago, a bulging budget
J deficit, falling dollar, and sagging
confidence in the United States
economy triggered the worst tailspin in Wall Street's history.
October 19, 1987, quickly became
Black Monday when the Dow Jones
industrial average plummeted 508
points, from 2246.7 to 1738.7, for a
record loss of more than 22 percent.
From Tokyo to Melbourne to London, the shock was felt around the
globe, dropping prices on nearly everything from oil in the Persian Gulf
to commodity prices in Canada.
By year's end, stock market prices
had recovered some, but not enough
to overcome the dramatic declines
suffered. Stock market losses from
their high points in 1987 ranged
from approximately 13 percent in
Japan and 27 percent in the U.S. to
30-35 percent in Europe and 45-50
percent in some Far Eastern markets, according to estimates of Morgan Guaranty Trust Company of
New York.
In the year since Black Monday,
the world's stock markets have continued to rock back and forth as investors have become wary of the
markets and uncertain of the outlook for the world's economy.
Church Impact
With the General Conference
holding more than $500 million in
various investment funds, many
church members have asked how
well the church fared during the
Year of the Crash-1987.
The answer is, quite well. Although the loss in book value of investments for the year totaled nearly
$23.4 million, the losses were more
than offset by the realized capital
gains, dividends, and interest income of $64 million.
By Don Gilbert, treasurer of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.
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No one, of course, would say that
the stock market crash didn't affect
the church's earnings. It certainly
did. But in a year when countless
businesses and individuals suffered
massive losses, the church still came
through with a generous profit.
Why? I would attribute it to these
factors:
First, and most important, only
26 percent of the money held by the
General Conference was invested in
stocks. This means that nearly three
fourths (74 percent) of all invested
funds were not directly susceptible
to the stock market decline, although the bonds in our portfolio
were not immune to fluctuations.
As of December 31, 1987, invested money held by the GC was
diversified among these investments:
Percentage
26.1
Stocks
33.6
Bonds
24.6
Short-term investments
Notes Receivable and
13.6
Deposits
2.1
Real Estate
Second, the stock market regained some of its losses by the end
of the year. On December 31, 1987,
the Dow Jones closed at 1938.8, up
200 points from Black Monday's
close and, surprisingly, 43 points
higher than at the start of the year.
This helped the church limit its
"paper" losses.
Third was a plan enacted early in
the year by the GC Treasury. The
plan was to begin selling a portion
of its nearly $125 million in stocks
and retaining the cash profits. Let
me explain.
In many respects, 1987 was a banner year for stock market investors.
The widely respected Dow Jones industrial average began the year at
1895.9 and then rose to its all-time
high of 2722.4 on August 25, and so
did almost every major stock market

index worldwide. It was a bull market, and investors didn't want to be
left out of the continually rising
market.
Inevitably, the financial markets
seemed so overpriced that a significant downward change seemed
likely. But no one knew when an
adjustment would take place or how
far down stock prices would drop.
In this ongoing milieu, the GC
Treasury decided in early 1987 to
begin a specific program of selling
stocks to cash in on some of the profits gained from their increased market values. Under the direction of
GC associate treasurer Robert E. Osborn, the GC initiated its selling program in May and continued to sell
stocks throughout September and
on into early October.
Thus by early October—before the
October 19 market crash—all
planned selling had been completed
and the church had reaped
$29,790,000 in capital gains (profits)
from its stock sales. We were certainly pleased, and we believe that
God was guiding His church through
such unstable times.
To these stock profits we must
add stock dividends and interest
from all other investments (minus
any losses, including book losses) to
arrive at the total net return for the
year. Though I can provide the dollar figures for the year (see earlier),
it is difficult to determine the cumulative yearly percentage gain for
all the church's investments because the capital amounts vary so
much from day to day.
Source of Dollars
Whenever our members hear that
the General Conference has more
than a half billion dollars in investments, they almost always ask,
"Why does it have so much money
stored away?"
Here's the reason. After members'
tithes and offerings are given to
ADVENTIST REVIEW, NOVEMBER 3, 1988
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their local churches, specified percentages of these funds flow on to
their conferences, unions, divisions, and the General Conference.
These funds become part of the budgeted current operations of the
worldwide church and are distributed immediately for their appropriate functions.
Some of the funds, though, may
be designated for functions that may
not need the funds right away, such
as building projects, world church
programs, radio stations, educational institutions. The GC then becomes the entity to hold these funds
in short-term investments until the
funds are needed.
In addition, some excess or reserve funds held by conferences,
unions, and divisions around the
world are invested with the GC,
which in turn combines all funds
and invests them in larger amounts,
and returns any profits to the respective institutional investors.
This is a service provided by the GC
to the world field. It provides an
especially valuable service to entities that do not have the time, expertise, or quantity of funds to invest funds wisely or effectively, or
who would prefer to invest their
funds outside their local countries.
Yet, out of the approximately
$550 million invested by the GC, the
bulk of the funds is in two retirement funds—one for general church

GC treasurer Don Gilbert
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employees of North America (curThe first three funds — investrently $120.1 million) and one for ment, income, and international are
the Adventist Health System (now recorded and held in units and op$302.4 million).
erated like mutual funds.
As stated earlier, these funds are
diversified mainly into stocks, Annual Performance
bonds, and short-term investments
A comparison of fund perfor— including banker's acceptances, mances for 1987 with other sample
commercial paper, intradenomina- years, I believe, shows the result of
tional loans, and other instruments careful management. Here are the
backed by the U.S. government. Even statistics:
the funds we have
only overnight earn
Investment Fund International Fund Income Fund
interest. They are
percent
percent
percent
placed in interest1982
+18.3
—13.3
+
28.1
bearing accounts,
1984
+
7.0
—11.5
+
12.7
for we believe that
1986
+12.7
+
17.5
+48.3
proper money man1987
+
5.9
+
2.1
+
2.2
agement is critical to
the operation of the
church.
The Hospital Fund had substantial earnings through 1986, but
Categories of Funds
ended 1987 with a decline in stock
All moneys received by the Gen- value of $9.6 million. At the time of
eral Conference for investment are this writing, the net deficit has
placed into one of five funds, de- dropped to $2.4 million and an
pending upon the source or specific overall gain is expected by the end
purpose of the investment. Pres- of 1988.
ently these funds total about $550
Safety Fund
million.
1. Investment Fund. Investments
As a safety precaution, the church
in this category are usually long- maintains a Reserve for Securities
term—both income and appreciated Fluctuation Fund to blunt the effect
value are sought. This fund in- of a severe market decline. This
cludes portions of the general retire- fund is funded entirely from realment funds, some GC allocated ized capital gains and is maintained
funds, and funds invested for field at the minimum of 20 percent of the
organizations.
book value of fluctuating securities.
2. Income Fund. This fund
The funds in this reserve account
serves the same entities but, as the would be used, if needed, to counter
name indicates, has maximum major losses sustained when a sespendable income as its primary ob- vere market decline occurs. I am
jective.
happy to say that even after Black
3. International Fund. Money in Monday's loss we did not need to
this fund is invested primarily in a tap this reserve. If this reserve were
few major world financial markets ever to be depleted, then and only
to provide a worldwide base of in- then would general church funds be
vestments.
affected.
4. Hospital Retirement Fund for
The Securities Fluctuation Fund
North American Division Health- has also become a valuable source of
Care Institutions. This fund contains nontithe income for the church's
only health-care retirement funds annual world budget. From 1977 to
and accounts for more than half the 1987, earnings above church policy
total invested funds of the GC.
requirements in this account have
5. Miscellaneous Investments. added $35.8 million to the world
This fund includes various annu- budget— a yearly average of $3.3
ities, estate funds, and other simi- million. Only during two years,
larly restricted funds.
1978 and 1982, were earnings in
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this fund insufficient to provide
funds above policy for distribution.
World Currencies
A related challenge facing the
church is the decline in the value of
the U.S. dollar to some major world
currencies. In some areas of Europe
and Africa the dollar decline has
meant fewer local moneys available
after exchange of the GC appropriations. We estimate the overall loss
of available funds for local needs
has approached the $2 million
mark. However, we are grateful for
the continued acceptance of the
U.S. dollar in most countries
throughout the world, which has
been so important in the advancement and support of God's work.
As God's family grows, new members accept their responsibility for
the support of His work. The need
for this becomes clearer when we
realize that nearly 80 to 90 percent
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of the funds for the church's global
work is supplied and consumed locally. The funds that flow through
the General Conference provide the
additional moneys needed. This
sharing of resources is vital.
The present financial plan to keep
the world work going has not faltered. Funds continue to be safely
distributed for their intended purposes. In reviewing the growth of
God's work and the distribution of
funds, we can say thank You to God
for letting us all have a part "as

God's fellow workers" (2 Cor. 6:1,
NIV).
Even as we look forward to the
day when the gospel shall be
preached in all the world and Jesus
comes, we must not be discouraged
at adverse situations during the
present time. Today's economic
conditions continue to appear unstable. This should emphasize our
need to press forward together with
the power of the Holy Spirit. We
thank God for the privilege of participating in His work.

Canadian Ecumenical Centre
Receives Adventist Books
Public Affairs and Religious
Liberty Department (PARL) of
the Quebec SDA Church Association presented two books by Samuele Bacchiocchi to the library of
the Roman Catholic Church's Canadian Centre for Ecumenism in Montreal. Quebec PARL director Gosnell Yorke presented From Sabbath
to Sunday and Divine Rest for Human Restlessness to two priests, Immanuel Lapierre and Thomas Ryan,
on August 31. A subscription to
Ministry, the Adventist journal for
clergy, will also be sent to the library.
The Centre for Ecumenism, begun
in 1963, coordinates the Roman
Catholic Church's interdenomina-

The

tional and interreligious work
throughout Canada and around the
world. It has ties with the Canadian
Council of Churches, the Canadian
Council of Christians and Jews, the
National Council of Churches of
Christ in the U.S.A., the North
American Academy of Ecumenists,
and the World Council of Churches
(headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland).
Scholars, students, and clergy of
all faiths and religions regularly
visit the centre's library. The centre
is located in the same building in
which is housed the major Catholic
seminary in Montreal (Le Grand
Seminaire) for the training of young
men for the priesthood.
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Left to right: Daniel Rebsomen, Quebec church ministries director, Gosnell
Yorke, and Fathers Thomas Ryan and Immanuel Lapierre.
ADVENTIST REVIEW, NOVEMBER 3. 1988

Sacrifice Offering November 12

Cacrifices inconvenience us. They
interrupt our usual routines; they
' disturb our regular plans; they extend our energies; they deprive us;
they require rearrangement and even
recovery. To truly sacrifice is to adjust willingly, to consciously redo
one's plans in order to help others.
Sacrifices challenge us. They test
our values, they search our motives,
they make us look within, they focus
on our souls, they demand that our
practice match our profession. They
require us to produce—not simply
proclaim.
And our sacrifices expose us. They
classify the ground into which the
seed has fallen. That is, they reveal
us—sometimes to the world, often to

ourselves, but always to God. True
sacrifices are true barometers, unfailing signs. They measure our faith,
gauge our loves, and state our values
—not necessarily by their size or notoriety, but by their cost to the giver.
The widow's mite taught us that, and
so did Jesus when He said, "Take
heed that ye do not your alms before
men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye
have no reward of your Father which
is in heaven" (Matt. 6:1).
But that is not all Jesus taught us
about sacrifice. He also taught us
that more than all else true sacrifice
is redemptive. That while it challenges, and inconveniences, and
pains, and exposes, it also enhances
and enriches. True sacrifice is an act
of renewal.
By Calvin B. Rock, general vice
Our sacrifices cannot pay for our salpresident of the General Conference vation. That debt was settled by the
of Seventh-day Adventists.
Model Sacrifice on Calvary. But they

are important to our personal growth
and vital to the spread of the gospel.
If you have anticipated your gift for
November 12, 1988, as just another
"planned contribution," a painless
part of this year's stewardship, why
not do more? Double it! Try the extra
mile. Challenge yourself to the inconvenience of sacrificing sacrificially.
The Seventh-day Adventist mission
needs the additional amount, but
more than that, you and I need the
fellowship with Christ that such giving brings. The moneys given to the
Annual Sacrifice Offering will help
meet extra world budgetary needs.
And if you had not thought at all
about giving this year, please do so.
Do so in appreciation for God's
goodness, and for the love of souls.
What better way to conclude the
Week of Prayer than to experience
with Him and for Him the pain of
denial and the power of renewal
that are always a part of this ennobling experience?

You've never
seen doctrine
spelled
out
like this.
Your non-Adventist neighTo order your copy contact
Fear No Evil, the first release
bors and friends will see ideas coming your local ABC or send $19.95 plus
from the North American Division
to them in their own words, from their $2.00 shipping and handling to:
Church Ministries' Foundations of
own perspectives. The New Age.
Faith video series, is setting the
Reincarnation. The eternal fires of
Fear No Evil
standard for Bible study communiHell. Each will find his views adNAD Distribution Center
cation tools.
dressed with respect and unwavering
5040 Prescott
Join host William Johnsson
Lincoln, Nebraska 68506
honesty.
as he examines just what happens to
Fear No Evil. The first
a person at death. Noted authorities
A Winning Converts tool from
release in the new NAD Foundations
like Jack Provonsha, Penny Shell, and
North American Division
Larry Yeagley help make Fear No Evil of Faith video series. A powerful way
Church Ministries
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EX POSED!
Delve into The Lucifer Files.
Scrutinize behind-the-scenes
planning and implementation
strategies. See Satan's proficiency at corrupting the people
of planet Earth. Learn how he
is turning them against the God
of love.
In a background narrative to
the "files," author Ken McFarland lays bare the whole greatcontroversy theme. You will
begin to understand the real
nature of the rebellion. The
Supreme Lord emerges as
hero, and His ultimate victory
as a triumph for goodness and
love.
You are not a spectator.
Every day you are a "target" of
Satan's assault plan. Every
day you play a part in the great
controversy. Know thine
enemy.
US 51.95
Share-Paks of 5 US $7.95
(That's just US 51.59 per book!)
This newest in "A Tradition of
Quality" from Pacific Press is
available now at your Adventist
Book Center.

1988 Pacific Press Publishing Association
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LOVE

Even in the world's largest
Adventist hospital
Love cannot be defined by words alone. It is best understood
through demonstration. Love is
patient. Love is kind. It always trusts. Always hopes. Always perseveres.
A hospital is high-tech equipment. Sophisticated facilities.
Knowledgeable
physicians. But without love, all this is nothing.
Christian nurses and doctors at Florida Hospital demonstrate
love through the gentle touch. The tender moment shared. The empathetic
conversation. They define it by allowing
God's gentleness to reach their patients through word and deed.

FLORIDA HOSPITAL
Orlando, Florida
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Faith Gray (right), an LLU medical student from Atlanta, Georgia, observes a
cataract surgery performed by Dr. Boeteng Wiate at Mwami Hospital.

Loma Linda Students
Experience Africa
Twelve test commitment to missions.
Ioma Linda University (LLU) con-

tinues to support medical missionary outreach by providing hundreds of qualified graduates for
mission service and by giving students opportunities for mission involvement through Students for International Mission Service (SIMS).
Within the past four years SIMS
programs have captured the enthusiasm of students in physical therapy, public health, medicine, dentistry, nursing, occupational
therapy, nutrition, and other fields.
Last summer more than 40 students financed their own transportation to participate in health education, immunization, and
construction projects in Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, and the Philippines.
During the school year SIMS volunteers staff a community health
clinic for low-income families, provide monthly medical/dental care to
orphans in Mexico, and plan mission trips to Mexico during Christmas and spring vacations. Currently
the volunteers are planning to purchase a van that could be converted
into a mobile medical-screening
unit for use in the local community.
By Patti Gentry Guthrie, LLU special projects editor
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More than 30 LLU students participated in SIMS trips to the Philippines, Mexico, Pakistan, Malawi,
and Zambia this summer. Of these,
12 went to Africa, where they were
based at Mwami Adventist Hospital
in Zambia and Malamulo Hospital
and Leprosarium in Malawi.
The students assisted physicians
and observed surgeries at the hospitals and aided nationals in screening, evaluating, and immunizing infants and children under age 5 in the
mobile clinics. Adventist missionaries, many of them LLU graduates,
provided students with homecooked meals, beds, and transportation to and from the airport.
By observing the doctors, LLU
students learned much about medical missionary work. Until recently
Drs. Charles Wical and Shirley Ashley were the only physicians at the
150-bed Mwami Hospital, which
consistently has 120 to 150 percent
more patients than beds. Rounds
alone can take two or three days to
complete. The doctors depend on
nationally trained clinical officers
(roughly equivalent to physician's
assistants in the U.S.) and nurses to
administer much of the day-to-day
patient care.
The doctors contend with a short-

age of supplies every day. They often
run low on badly needed items such
as surgical gloves, bandages, IV solutions, antibiotics, and other basic
medical supplies. They are forced to
reuse gloves several times before discarding, in order to conserve the supply. Because the government pays
the hospital approximately 50 cents
per patient per day and mandates
that patients receive all medical care
free of charge, the hospital depends
heavily on private donations and
U.S. aid agencies for support.
Despite the shortages, "people
from all over this region choose
Mwami over other hospitals," Dr.
Ashley says. "I think they can sense
the difference. They know this is a
Christian hospital, and they appreciate the extra care and attention
that they receive here."
A new wing is currently under
construction at Mwaini. When completed, it will provide much-needed
beds for patients in the overcrowded malnutrition and pediatrics wards.
LLU students learned much about
tropical medicine from Dr. Gilbert
Burnham, a tropical disease specialist and medical director of Malamulo
Hospital in Malawi. "In Africa, malaria is by far the most common medical ailment," he states. Several LLU
students got malaria this summer,
despite prophylactic treatment. All
recovered quickly, however, and
were able to resume their work.
Other common medical problems, according to Dr. Burnham, include respiratory diseases, intesti-

Unsure whether to smile or cry, a child
awaits his immunization.
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nal diseases, AIDS, tuberculosis, whole family. Each child serves himand heart disease. "There is an enor- self; those who get enough variety
mous amount of stress in rural Af- with nsima usually survive. Nsima is
rica," Dr. Burnham contends, a high-energy, low-protein food. Rewhich arises from the struggle to cently weaned babies and children
survive. The stress creates high who eat only nsima exhibit signs of
blood pressure, which, in turn, kwashiorkor (protein deficiency).
causes heart disease.
Part of the child survival program
"Forty-three percent of the chil- includes distribution of soy protein
dren die by age 10; 15 percent die in supplements to mothers of maltheir first year of life. Half the pop- nourished babies at the mission
ulation is stunted during growth, hospitals and in the villages. The
because of malnutrition. Life ex- mothers are encouraged to mix the
pectancy for men is 41 years; for protein powder into the nsima and
feed it to their children. The nutriwomen, 43 years."
To meet the tremendous chal- tion educators also teach the mothlenge of educating the African pub- ers to add staple foods such as
lic about how to prevent AIDS, the groundnuts (peanuts), beans, and
General Conference and LLU pre- fish (if available) to supplement the
ventative medicine specialists are children's diet.
Unfortunately, Don notes, "it is
planning an AIDS conference for
African health workers November very difficult to bring about behav4-9.
ioral change. The mothers know they
should add a protein source to the
Coping With Malnutrition
diet to prevent kwashiorkor, but in
Don Wonderly, an LLU nutrition practice they often neglect to do it."
Don adds, "I think one of the most
and dietetics senior, was one of six
SIMS students who worked at important things a missionary can do
Mwami Hospital this summer. He to be effective is to learn the language
assisted nationals who conduct and make an honest attempt to unmalnutrition clinics for mothers derstand the culture. The programs
with children under 5, and he par- have to be in the context of the culticipated in nutrition education ture or they won't be effective."
programs.
When Don graduates next spring,
Every year between planting and he plans to continue his education
harvest the 150-bed hospital over- in the School of Public Health's
flows with infants and children Doctor of Health Science program.
who are suffering from malnutri- "After that," he says, "I may become
tion. "For the severely malnour- a missionary."
ished cases, we administer milk
feeding every three hours," Don ex- A Cheerful Attitude
plains. "There are at least 10 to 15
Another SIMS participant, Rob
malnourished children in Mwami Watrous, a physician's assistant and
Hospital all the time. Some are in now a freshman medical student,
the acute stage; others are on the worked at Mwami Hospital with
road to recovery."
Drs. Wical and Ashley. He assisted
Don learned that lack of food is in surgery, made rounds with the
only partly responsible for malnutri- doctors, and participated in bush
tion. When an infant is born, his clinics by screening infants for signs
mother nurses him until she is preg- of malnutrition.
nant or gives birth to her next child.
Rob writes poignantly of his exAt that time the mother abruptly perience at Mwami: "As I've
weans the older infant, leaving him worked with the people here and in
to obtain food for himself, while she the villages I've become more and
turns her attention to the newborn. more attached to them. It is only
At mealtime the mother prepares a through prayer and maintaining a
large serving of nsima (a cooked ce- cheerful attitude that I'm able to
real made from ground maize) for the handle the grief of watching the
ADVENTIST REVIEW, NOVEMBER 3, 1988

ones I've come to love die (especially the little children who die of
malnutrition).
"At times like this I have to search
my soul for the answer to the question 'Why does God let bad things
happen to good people?' I began to
question Why am I here? How effective am I here? Why are so many
diseases terminal here? Could I handle the frustrations of medical missionary work?
"As I left the hospital one evening
a leper waved to me with a big grin
on his face. His index and middle
fingers were amputated on both
hands, and he walked on stumps of

Greta Sanchez, a student nurse, administers a vaccine.
bone. I was reminded of the times he
said that he was not saddened by his
illness because he still had God and
his 'health.' "
Handling Missionary Life
Since Dr. Burnham came to Malamulo Hospital 11 years ago, dramatic changes have been made. The
hospital, now considered among
the best in the country, operates a
nurse and medical assistant training
program.
The 200-bed facility has experienced a 42 percent increase in admissions over the past two years,
with average occupancy at 75 percent. Inpatients pay less than $1 per
day, which includes everything except food and surgery fees, so donations and grants are necessary.
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BECA Concludes Eight-Year
Boost to Alumni Giving
The eight-year Business Execu- Key alumni donors funded 10 pertives' Challenge to Alumni cent of the $2 million, and church
(BECA) program came to a close last organizations gave the final 20 persummer after dramatically boosting cent. The intent was to use the $2
alumni financial support of million as seed money to help raise
Seventh-day Adventist colleges in more than $6 million from alumni —three times the amount proNorth America.
The BECA program was devised jected to be contributed without
to help Adventist schools survive these challenges to college developthe financial stress that most small ment officers and alumni.
Colleges were challenged to reach
colleges have faced during the
1980s. BECA resulted in an increase goals in two areas—dollars and doin the percentage of alumni donors nors. BECA matched each new dolfrom 6.5 percent in 1979-1980 to lar raised over the previous year's
nearly 32 percent in 1987-1988.
unrestricted-gift alumni support
Milton Murray, director of Phil- (up to predetermined limits), and
anthropic Service for Institutions at paid up to $100 for each new alumni
the General Conference in close co- donor. (Unrestricted gifts are those
operation with other denomina- that go to the annual college opertional leaders, established a plan to ating fund rather than being dihelp colleges close the gap between rected by the donor to a particular
tuition income and operation bud- project.)
gets. In 1979-1980 the percentage of
In 1982 BECA provided addialumni donors to all private coed- tional incentives to establish a class
ucational four-year colleges in the agent program. The backbone of
United States exceeded that of Ad- many annual fund programs, class
ventist colleges nearly fourfold. agents represent their colleges to
Thus a clear opportunity existed to fellow alumni in their respective
draw more effectively on the graduating classes. By 1985, 70 perstrength and loyalty of alumni of the cent of all classes at member colleges were represented by volunteer
12 NAD colleges.
Murray enlisted the aid of a group class agents. At the program's close
of Adventist business executives this year, 85 percent of all classes
who readily recognized the dilem- had volunteer leadership.
mas facing Adventist colleges and
the possibilities for increased finan- Alumni Relationships Built
The BECA program also provided
cial support.
Impressed by Oakwood College's the incentive for the colleges to desuccessful participation in the Bush velop and refine their alumni
Foundation's alumni challenge pro- record-keeping systems. Prior to
gram in the late 1970s, these exec- BECA, development programs in
utives established a similar program SDA colleges were of minimal sigthat would set goals for alumni giv- nificance and carried little impact.
ing and award grants based on the The incentive provided by BECA,
achievement of those in number of which included funding of worddonors and contributions.
processing systems in some cases,
caused most colleges to surpass ex$2 Million in Seed Money
pectations in tracking and contactThe planners of the BECA pro- ing alumni. The total number of
gram determined that $2 million alumni on record increased from
was needed to fund it. Seventy per- 68,763 in 1979-1980 to 91,927 in
cent of this amount came from 12 1988.
business executives and spouses.
Though originally conceived as a
30 (1206)

five-year program, BECA's major
donors and originators of the programs, as well as church leaders,
were so inspired by its success that
they extended the program for another three years, to its conclusion
last June. The total unrestricted-gift
annual alumni participation increased from an average of 6.5 percent in 1979-1980 (the base year) to
31.6 percent in 1988. The total unrestricted dollars received from
alumni through the annual fund
rose from $413,000 in 1979-1980 to
$2,481,045 at the close of the program. Seldom did any of the member colleges fail to achieve their
yearly goals. Consequently, the total
amount of BECA grants to these colleges was $2,283,741.
Increased Support
Looking back, two of the original
donors, Tom and Vi Zapara, stated:
"The BECA program has given us one
of the greatest satisfactions of any gift
investment we've made in a long
time. . . . The real return is evident by
what the colleges are realizing on the
investment we made."
The BECA program sparked an
emphasis on increasing voluntary
support from sources beyond
alumni, such as foundations and
corporations. The total voluntary
support dollars reported by Adventist colleges to the Council for
Aid to Education (CFAE) was
$4,984,532 in 1979; in 1987,
$15,031,634.
"Before BECA came along in 1980,

Columbia Union College had a fairly
active and loyal group of alumni,"
says William Loveless, CUC president. "However, with the advent of a
series of challenges—eight years of
them—it is accurate to point out that
there is a lot more involvement by
many more alumni."
While BECA was only a partial
answer to meeting the challenges
facing higher education in the eighties, it has helped Adventist colleges
stay in business. The BECA program
has established a pattern of giving
that has helped to put the development program in each of the member colleges on a more firm footing.
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Prayer Circle for
Evangelism
The following pastor-evangelists in the North
American Division would appreciate the prayers of
Adventist Review readers as they conduct evangelistic meetings during Harvest 90.
Information to be included in this listing, including opening and closing dates, should be sent to
your union Ministerial Association secretary or local conference Ministerial Association secretary
three months in advance of the opening date. W. C. Scales, Jr , NAD Ministerial Association Secretary, General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.

Lawrence Davidson, through November 11, Oxnard, California
Gary Venden, through December 10, Gridley, California
Lyle Pollett, through December 10, Roseville,
California
SOUTHERN UNION
George Harsha, through November 19, Lake City,
Florida
C. L. Humphrey, through November 19, Southern
Pines, North Carolina
Dave Weigley, through December 3, Fort Myers,
Florida

SOUTHWESTERN UNION
L. Torres/R. Orduno, through November 19,
Roswell, New Mexico
Dale Tunnell/Luis Rojas, through November 30,
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Notice
The Office of General Counsel would like to identify Seventh-day Adventists serving as paralegals or
legals. If you are a paralegal or legal assistant, or
know of someone, please send your or their name
and address to: J.D., Office of General Counsel, 6840
Eastern Avenue NW., Washington, D.C. 20012. '

ATLANTIC UNION
Ramos/Martinez/Riveira, through November 30,
Brooklyn, New York
Abel Rosario, through November 17, Bronx, New
York
Ken Blake, through December 9, Portsmouth,
New Hampshire
Michael Sady, through November 14, Central
Square, New York
Mark Komula, through November 17, Perrysburg,
New York
COLUMBIA UNION
J. Mayer/R. Rodriguez, through December 3,
Washington, D.C.
Richard Halversen, through November 26, Dover,
Delaware
Carl Seek/Leo Scriven, through December 3, Hagerstown, Maryland
LAKE UNION
Matthew E. McMearty, through November 20, Allendale, Michigan
J. Gallimore/D. Chong, through November 19,
Holland, Michigan
Jan Follett, through December 14, Fort Wayne,
Indiana
Chico Rivera, through December 10, Seymour,
Indiana
Herbert Larsen, through December 10, South
Bend, Indiana
MID-AMERICA UNION
R. Todden/J. Hornung, through December 30,
Dickinson, North Dakota
Dan McGee, through November 17, Hannibal,
Missouri
Neal Dye, through November 11, Poplar Bluff,
Missouri
M. Luckiesh, through November 17, Thief River
Falls, Minnesota
M. L. Atwood, through November 18, Yankton,
South Dakota
Steve Vail, through November 19, Springfield,
Missouri
Charles Cress, through November 30, Gladstone,
Missouri
Dean Coridan, through November 20, Waterloo,
Iowa
Dale Brusett, through November 19, Fort Collins,
Colorado
Donovan Kurtz, through November 20, Bowman,
North Dakota
PACIFIC UNION
Walt Groff, through November 30, Cloverdale,
California

Continent of Explosive Growth
You should see how God is Council in Nairobi, Kenya, are
working in Africa. Camera included with the color and
crews have just returned with
pageantry that is Africa.
firsthand evidence of the
church's astonishing growth. In
The 45-minute program can
this new video, you'll meet the
be divided into segments that
people who make up the Afriare perfect for mission stories,
can church. You'll confront the
worship services, and youth
challenges they face every day.
meetings. An Adventist Review
Highlights from the Annual
production.

NAD Distribution Center / Africa! Continent of Explosive Growth
I 5040 Prescott, Lincoln, NE 68506. Phone orders: (402) 486-2519. I
Name
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State, Zip
OVHS OBeta
EIVisa OMasterCard
Card No
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Enclose $24.95 per tape.
(Orders outside U.S.
shipped airmail; please
add $7 per tape.) Make
check payable to "NAD
Distribution Center."
Orders will not be filled
without payment.
Tapes will be shipped
after Nov. 30, 1988.
Product No. 25005
(1207) 31

Some gifts will last.

The Adventist
'Review is a gift
-With a lasting
effect. Every week
for one yeizr,,„
it brings a touch
of spiritual warmth
and news from the
church family.
In fact, its
influence can reach
to eternity.
Remember the
Review as you shop
,for the dearest
people on your
Christmas list.

Yes, I would like to send the
Review as a gift to:
Name
Address
City
State, Zip
My Name
Address
City
State, Zip

0 One-year subscription, 40 issues,
at US$28.95, Cdn$39.10 each.
0 Six-month subscriptions, 20 issues,
at US$15.00, Cdn$20.25 each.
❑ Please send a gift card.
D Payment endosed.
❑ Visa/MasterCard. Expires
Card No

Mail to your local ABC or
Subscriber Services,
P.O. Box 1119, Hagerstown,
MD 21741.
Twelve monthly issues come
compliments of local conferences,
unions, and the North American
Division (except in Ohio and
Central States conferences;
please add $9.25 for 12 NAD
editions in these conferences).
738-04-0

FOCUS ON NORTH AMERICA

NAD Reveals Health Promotion Activities
Leaders seek to reverse unhealthy trend.
As I travel across the North American Division (NAD), church
members frequently voice their concern that we are lessening our emphasis on our health and temperance message at the very time that
science is verifying our positions
and the public is showing more interest in them.
I believe several forces have combined to weaken our health work,
including the following theological
issues:
1. Less confidence in the inspiration of Ellen White, and consequently, less interest in her counsels on health.
2. A "new theology" attitude that
since we are saved by faith, it really
doesn't matter what we eat, drink,
or do.
3. A reinterpretation by some of
biblical statements on alcohol to allow moderate use and exclude only
drunkenness.
Research papers addressing these
issues are being prepared by theologians at both of our universities,
and will be presented at the upcoming NAD health conference. In the
meantime, two very helpful papers
are available from my office: "Alcohol in the Old Testament," by Dr.
William H. Shea of
the General Conference Biblical Research Department,
and "The Relationship of Lifestyle to
Salvation," by Stoy
Proctor.
The NAD Health
and Temperance
Department helped
underwrite the expense of research by
By Stoy Proctor, director, Health and
Temperance Department, North
American Division.

the Institute of Alcoholism and
Drug Dependency into the level of
alcohol and other drug use by
Seventh-day Adventist youth. The
results of that study confirmed the
need for more drug-prevention education and motivation.
To help fulfill that need and to
implement the 95 recommendations from the General Conference
Commission on Chemical Dependency, the North American Division set up the Commission for the
Prevention and Treatment of Chemical Dependency.
Dr. Winton Beaven, recently retired dean of Kettering College of
Medical Arts and lifetime temperance lecturer, is spending half-time
implementing many of these recommendations, especially those relating to the educational system.

Youth conference took place in February at Cohutta Springs, Georgia.
Cosponsors with the NAD Health
and Temperance Department were
the Southern Union and the Institute of Alcoholism and Drug Dependency. At this pilot conference,
many young people reported victory over drug use, new respect for
church leadership, and a conversion to Christ. One young woman
who planned to drop out of college
and the church is now a spiritual
leader on her college campus.
Adventist Youth to Youth conferences are already scheduled for the
Southwestern and Mid-America
unions during 1989, and for the Columbia Union in 1990. Others will
be scheduled as requested.
Dr. Pat Mutch, director of the Institute of Alcoholism and Drug Dependency, has been commissioned
Youth to Youth
by the NAD Health and Temperance
Barbara Wetherell, editor of the Department to research the attiWinner magazine (our drug- tudes and practices of adult church
education magazine for children) is members relative to the use of alcoworking half-time to coordinate the hol and other drugs, as well as physdivision's new teen temperance pro- ical and sexual abuse of children
gram, Youth to Youth, an outreach and spouses.
conducted by youth, for youth, in
For the past two years, a $1,800
which adults act only as advisers.
scholarship has been provided for
The first Adventist Youth to Collegiate Adventists for Better Living leaders, so they
may spend more
time on health and
temperance activities, with encouraging results.

Leader Shortage

Although theological issues may have
caused some church
members to lose
2 their enthusiasm for
health and temperance ministries, an§ other problem is the
shrinking number of
Youth at Cohutta Springs meeting perform skit about "following the trained full-time
crowd," one of many developed for presentation at public high schools. leaders at both the
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Concerned about church issues?
Ministry can help you find answers.
And now you can get a full year of Ministry, plus a free copy of the most
popular book in Adventist publishing history — a total value of
$27.65 — all for just $10.95 ($15.00 outside North America)!*

Ministry addresses current issues in the church.
Articles you missed if you didn't read Ministry in 1988:
Abortion: The Adventist Dilemma
Resolving the Conflict Between Science and Religion
What Is the 1888 Message?
Corporate Repentance
Have We Delayed the Advent?
The Gospel Confronts the "Me Generation"
Personal Ministries: Divide and Conquer
Do Sports Belong in SDA Schools?
The Christian and Prejudice
Church Planting: Key to Growth
Alcoholism: What Pastors Can Do

You'll miss all this if you don't read Ministry in 1989:
Special issue on church standards
How Culture Affects Evangelism
Fasting—A Needed Discipline
How to Handle Church Fights
And much more!

Don't miss out! Subscribe today!
Ministry, the monthly denominational journal for pastors, offers you the best in Seventh-day Adventist thinking on theology, evangelism, ethics, and current issues, along with articles to inspire and
strengthen your walk with God.

All this for $10.95* ($15.00 outside North America) and you get a free copy of
Seventh-day Adventists Believe . . . for yourself, or to share with a friend.
Send your check, in U.S. funds, to Ministry Special Offer, Ministry, 6840 Eastern
Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20012. Offer expires December 31, 1988, for North
American addresses; January 31, 1989, for addresses outside North America.
*Offer good for new subscribers for a one-year subscription only. Not applicable to conference-sponsored subscriptions.

conference and union levels. In spite
of much inspired counsel against it,
this trend continues. "In every conference one man [or woman] should
be set apart to have the oversight [of
the medical missionary work]"
(Evangelism, p. 522). "The gospel of
health has able advocates, but their
work has been made very hard because so many ministers, presidents
of conferences, and others in positions of influence have failed to give
the question of health reform its
proper attention" (Counsels on
Health, p. 434).
A recent survey found that in 58
conferences, the elected health and
temperance directors were able to
spend an average of only one third
of their time for health and temperance activities. In fact, many conference directors were spending
less than 1 percent of their time in
health activities. This happened not
because of a lack of interest or dedication on their part, but because
they were saddled with so many
other responsibilities.
I am convinced that if we had adequate leadership, many of the
other problems confronting our
health work could be overcome, but
it takes someone from the conference office to train, teach, and
preach in order to keep enthusiasm
for our health and temperance ministries alive and to provide needed
information and resources. Companies know that the best products in
the world will not sell without a
marketing program and a sales
force.
If more leadership is needed in
your area, speak up in the constituency meetings and communicate
your concern to your conference
president and committee. If with every budget crunch the first position
sacrificed is the full-time health and
temperance director, our members
will find it hard to believe the
church is serious about this area of
the work.

ber of training courses available. trition, in Washington, D.C. The
Requests for these must be pro- first part of the convention served
cessed through a local or union con- secular and church professionals,
ference health and temperance di- while the second part addressed
rector.
Adventist health professionals and
A Vegetarian Cuisine Instructor's laypeople. About 800 participants
Course (VCI) prepares those who attended.
wish to demonstrate recipes at
The prestigious American Jourcooking schools. Those who take nal of Clinical Nutrition printed
this course receive a VCI certificate transcripts of part one. You may obafter 30 hours of training.
tain a copy of this, while they last,
A Vegetarian Nutrition Instruc- by sending a US$15 check or money
tor's Course (VNI) serves those who order to Dr. Pat Johnston, Departwish to lecture on nutrition and or- ment of Nutrition, Graduate School,
ganize cooking schools. Graduates Loma Linda University, Loma
of this 30-hour course receive a VNI Linda, CA 92354. Part two trancertificate.
scripts are available from the NAD
The most frequently requested Health and Temperance Departtraining program concerns the ment at US$15, and must be prepaid
Breathe-Free Plan to Stop Smok- by check or money order.
ing—the revised Five-Day Plan. RePlans are under way for the Secsearch by Loma Linda University's ond International Congress on VegCenter for Health Promotion reveals etarian Nutrition in 1992, at Washthat 76 percent of those trained in ington, D.C. Outstanding experts
the new program prefer it over any from all over the world will share
other.
the latest evidence supporting the
The Breathe-Free Plan to Stop lacto-ovo vegetarian diet.
Smoking will appear on a series of
10 Voice of Prophecy daily broad- Nutrition Council Established
casts, from November 7 to 18. These
In 1987 the church established
coincide with the Great American the NAD Nutrition Council, comSmokeout on November 17. Listen- posed of nutritionists from our two
ers will be invited to call the Voice universities, the Adventist Health
of Prophecy to learn how they can System, two major food compaattend a program in
their own city.
Churches should
plan now to conduct a Breathe-Free
Plan to Stop Smoking as soon as possible after that date
for those who request help. Call Bob
Edwards at the
Voice of Prophecy
(805-373-7611) to
let him know that Ken Rogers of Collegedale Academy leads songfest.
your church stands
ready to follow up these interests.
nies, the Seventh-day Adventist Dietetic Association, and the Pacific
First Vegetarian Congress
Health Foundation, along with sevIn March 1986 the NAD Health eral laypeople and representatives
and Temperance Department, the from the General Conference and
Training Courses Available
Loma Linda University School of the NAD.
In the meantime, the North Amer- Health, and the Adventist Health
By January our first position paican Health and Temperance De- System conducted the First Interna- per on the use of fats in the diet will
partment continues to make a num- tional Congress on Vegetarian Nu- be ready. This should promote a
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more unified and scientific approach, since a few members of the
church are advocating no oil in the
diet, while others could not care
less how much saturated fat and
cholesterol they consume.
Other position papers in preparation include "How to Become a Vegetarian," "Guidelines for Child Vegetarian Nutrition," "Guidelines for
Fellowship Dinners," "Guidelines
for the Use of Herbs and Spices,"
"Guidelines for the Use of Caffeinated Drinks," and "A Treatise on
Meat Analogs." This council will
also develop a set of nutrition lessons.
The NAD Health and Temperance
Department stands ready to help arrange speakers for local conference
training programs, teachers' conventions, workers' meetings, camp
meetings, and medical retreats.
The NAD provides each union
health and temperance director
with masters, for each of their conference directors, of our new journal, H&T Today. This 12-page
newsletter contains the following
features: "What's New in Alcohol?"; "What's New in Fitness?";
"What's New in Nutrition?";
"What's New in Tobacco?";
"What's New in Health Care?";
"Church Health and Temperance
News Notes"; and inspiring editorials and articles. Four issues have
been produced. If you are active in
health and temperance ministries
but haven't been receiving a copy of
this valuable resource, contact your
local conference health and temperance director and ask to be added to
the mailing list.
Even if you have not attended a
training program and no one from
your conference can help you, you
may still run an effective program in
your local church. Request the brochure "Tips for the Health and Temperance Leader of the Local
Church" from my office.
Church Bulletin Inserts
Beginning in 1986, we have used
the budget for bulletin inserts to
promote health and temperance offerings. The first one, "Twenty-one
36 (1212)

YOUTH TO YOUTH

...kit
Forest Lake Academy student sports
logo from her local club.

Reasons to Say 'No' to Alcohol,"
gave the latest scientific research
against even a moderate use of alcohol. In 1987 the pamphlet for the
Health and Temperance Offering
Day, "Good Health in One Package," contained color photographs
and gave the eight principles of
health in a positive, attractive way.
Share it with new church members.
The back page has space for information on upcoming programs in
your church. It can be handed out
at a county fair booth or when Ingathering, it creates a positive impression that invites further inquiry.
If you have not received these
brochures in previous years, tell
your local conference health and
temperance director your church
wants to receive this year's pamphlet, "How to Reduce Your Risk
of Heart Disease." One free copy
for each family will be provided to
your conference office to forward
to the churches. Additional quantities of 25 or more of all three pamphlets are available at low cost by
calling 1-800-548-8700. (Outside
the continental U.S.A. call 1-202722-6740.) Either of these numbers
will connect you with the Health
Connection, your NAD health and
temperance resource center.
An inexpensive backdrop, coordinated with the "Good Health in
One Package" pamphlet, will become available for use at fairs and
shopping malls by May 1989. Order

from the Health Connection.
Health Catalog
The North American Division has
mailed to every church health and
temperance leader, church ministries leader, youth leader, and pastor a copy of the Health Connection
Catalog. Each September your
church should receive an updated
catalog listing the best drugprevention and health-promotion
films, videos, books, posters, and
pamphlets available.
Non-Adventist organizations
such as public schools, the armed
services, treatment centers, clinics,
and churches are taking advantage
of these materials in growing numbers. Shouldn't your church? This
catalog has everything you need for
an effective health program in your
church and community.
Many organizations are making
bold plans for education leading to
major lifestyle changes in large
population groups by the year
2000. The United States Armed
Services, federal and state governments, and many corporations
have answered the surgeon general's call for a smoke-free environment. What about the Seventh-day
Adventist Church? Should we be
satisfied to let our people drift into
a less healthful lifestyle? Should
we not lay bold plans to bring our
health message to the forefront,
where it can help people prepare to
meet their Lord and finish His
work?
Even though less than half of our
membership follows the Adventist
lifestyle, our superior health has
prompted at least 140 articles in scientific journals. Plans will be laid at
the 1990 NAD health council for an
even stronger witness to the validity
of our health principles. Presentations will help develop a biblical
basis for our health and temperance
ministries, a "theology of health."
The latest health and nutrition updates and training programs will
help equip a new army of workers.
Plan now to attend, and watch for
further announcements on the exact
time and place.
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A single serving of Loma
Linda's Vege-Burger contains
only 190mg of sodium. Compare this to
the American Heart Association's recommendation of 3000mg or less of sodium
per day. In other words, you'd have to go

back for 2nd's 15 times
before reaching their recommendation. Nutritionists advise consumers
to compare product labels for sodium
content and make a healthy choice.
Loma Linda Foods gives you that choice.

LOMA LINDA FOODS®
11503 Pierce Street, Riverside, CA 92515 • (800) 442-4917 (CALIF. ONLY) • (800) 932-5525
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let the health
professionals
from the

NEWSTART®
Lifestyle
Program
help you walk down the
path of a healthier,
happier life

Call Toll Free
1 (800) 525-9191
for your free
information booklet on
19-day live-in programs,
learn-at-home lifestyle
workbook and videos,
cassette tapes, books and
more!
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P.O. Box 486, Weimar, CA 95736
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THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE

I

n Genesis the world was made;
In Exodus the march is told;
Leviticus contains the law;
In Numbers are the tribes enrolled.

In Deuteronomy again
We're urged to keep God's law
alone;
And these five books of Moses make
The oldest writings that are
known.
Brave Joshua to Canaan leads;
In Judges oft the Jews revel;
We read of David's name in Ruth
And First and Second Samuel.
In First and Second Kings we read
How bad the Hebrew state became;
In First and Second Chronicles
Another history of the same.
In Ezra captive Jews return,
And Nehemiah builds the wall;
Queen Esther saves her race from
death,
These books "historical" we call.
In Job we read of patient faith;
The Psalms are David's song of
praise;
The Proverbs are to make us wise;
Ecclesiastes next portrays
How fleeting earthly pleasures are;
The Song of Solomon is all
About the love of Christ; and these
Five books "devotional" we call.
Isaiah tells of Christ to come;
While Jeremiah tells of woe,
And in his Lamentations mourns
The Holy City's overthrow;
Ezekiel speaks of mysteries,
And Daniel foretells kings of old;
Hosea calls men to repent;
In Joel blessings are foretold.
Amos tells of wrath; and Edom,
Obadiah's sent to warn;
While Jonah shows that Christ
should die,

And Micah where He should be
born.
In Nahum Nineveh is seen;
In Habakkuk Chaldea's guilt;
In Zephaniah Judah's sins;
In Haggai the Temple's built.
Zechariah speaks of Christ,
And Malachi of John, His sign.
The prophets number seventeen,
And all the books are thirty-nine.
*

*

*

*

*

Matthew, Mark, and Luke, and John
Tell what Christ did in every
place;
Acts shows what the apostles did,
And Romans how we're saved by
grace.
Corinthians instructs the church;
Galatians shows us faith alone;
Ephesians true love; and in
Philippians God's grace is shown.
Colossians tells us more of Christ,
And Thessalonians of the end;
In Timothy and Titus both
Are rules for pastors to attend.
Philemon Christian friendship
shows;
Then Hebrews clearly tells how
all
The Jewish law prefigured Christ;
And these Epistles are by Paul.
James shows that faith by works
must live,
And Peter urges steadfastness;
While John exhorts to Christian
love,
For those who have it God will
bless.
Jude shows the end of evil men,
And Revelation tells of heaven.
This ends the whole New Testament,
And all the books are twentyseven.
—S. S. Times
Reprinted from Youth's Instructor,
Oct. 10, 1888.
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The
Faith of Jesus
BY ELLEN G. WHITE
Here is the patience of the
saints: here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the
faith of Jesus—Revelation 14:12.
he faith of Jesus has been overI looked and treated in an indifferent, careless manner. It has
not occupied the prominent position in which it was revealed to
John. Faith in Christ as the sinner's only hope has been largely
left out, not only of the discourses
given but of the religious experience of very many who claim to
believe the third angel's message.
At this meeting [the Minneapolis General Conference session] I
bore testimony that the most precious light had been shining forth
from the Scriptures in the presentation of the great subject of the
righteousness of Christ connected
with the law, which should be
constantly kept before the sinner
as his only hope of salvation.
This was not new light to me, for
it had come to me from Higher Authority for the last forty-four years,
and I had presented it to our people by pen and voice in the testimonies of His Spirit. But very few
had responded except by assent to
the testimonies borne upon this
subject. There was altogether too
little spoken and written upon
this great question. The discourses of some might be correctly
represented as like the offering of
Cain — Christless.
The standard by which to measure character is the royal law.
The law is the sin detector. By the
ADVENTIST REVIEW, NOVEMBER 3, 1988

law is the knowledge of sin. But
the sinner is constantly being
drawn to Jesus by the wonderful
manifestation of His love in that
He humiliated Himself to die a
shameful death upon the cross.
What a study is this! Angels
have striven, earnestly longed, to
look into this wonderful mystery.
It is a study that can tax the highest
human intelligence, that man,
fallen, deceived by Satan, taking
Satan's side of the question, can be
conformed to the image of the Son
of the infinite God —that man
shall be like Him, that, because of
the righteousness of Christ given
to man, God will love man, fallen
but redeemed, even as He loved
His Son. Read it right out of the
Living Oracles. . . .
Equal Importance
The third angel's message is the
proclamation of the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus
Christ. The commandments of
God have been proclaimed, but
the faith of Jesus Christ has not
been proclaimed by Seventh-day
Adventists as of equal importance, the law and the gospel going hand in hand. I cannot find
language to express this subject in
its fullness.
"The faith of Jesus." It is talked
of, but not understood. What constitutes the faith of Jesus, that belongs to the third angel's message?
Jesus becoming our sin-bearer that
He might become our sinpardoning Saviour. He was
treated as we deserve to be treated.
He came to our world and took our

sins that we might take His righteousness. Faith in the ability of
Christ to save us amply and fully
and entirely is the faith of Jesus.
Christ, Only Christ
The only safety for the Israelites
was blood upon the doorposts.
God said, "When I see the blood,
I will pass over you" (Ex. 12:13).
All other devices for safety would
be without avail. Nothing but the
blood on the doorposts would bar
the way that the angel of death
should not enter. There is salvation for the sinner in the blood of
Jesus Christ alone, which
cleanseth us from all sin. The man
with a cultivated intellect may
have vast stores of knowledge, he
may engage in theological speculations, he may be great and honored of men and be considered the
repository of knowledge, but unless he has a saving knowledge of
Christ crucified for him, and by
faith lays hold of the righteousness of Christ, he is lost.
Christ "was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for
our iniquities: the chastisement of
our peace was upon him; and with
his stripes we are healed" (Isa.
53:5). "Saved by the blood of Jesus
Christ" will be our only hope for
time and our song throughout
eternity.

Selected from manuscript 24,
1888, in which Ellen G. White reflects on the Minneapolis General
Conference session.
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Study Hall Was Right After the Dishes Got Done
"I work after school until 5:00.
Mom has two businesses: video
production and publishing.
"When we get home, we
cook quickly and enjoy dinner
with Dad. Then Mom and I do
our homework. It's been our
routine for the past four years.
"She's been finishing college
through the Adult Degree Program at Southwestern Adventist
College. When she first got into
the program, she went to the
campus for a ten-day seminar.
The rest of the time, she's
worked on her classes at home.
"It was a lot to pile on the
already hectic life of a working
mother, but it's paid off. She
just graduated, and she's got a
bachelor's degree in management.
"I'm so proud of Mom."
If you want to find out about
Southwestern's Adult Degree
Program, call the director, Dr.
Marie Redwine, toll-free (800)
433-2240. She can help you—
she's a working mother, too.
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