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LETTERS 

Life on Mars? 
I was immediately drawn to George T. 

Javor's "Microbes on 
Mars?" (Oct. 24). 

In all the news 
reports I've heard 
on this rock, not 
one raises—not to 
mention answers—
the following 
questions: 

1. What kind of cataclysmic event 
is necessary and what is the probability 
that a rock of sufficient size to reach 
the earth can be hurled into space in 
such a way that it escapes Mars' orbit? 

2. What is the probability that such 
a rock would, by chance, not only be 
on a trajectory that would intercept 
earth's orbit, but would be in such a 
trajectory at just the right time to 
impact the earth? 

3. What is the probability that, 
having escaped the orbit of Mars and 
then been hurled on a trajectory that 
will intercept the earth's orbit at a time 
that would ensure impact, the rock 
would survive traveling through the 
atmosphere without being "evaporated"? 

Javor is the first person I've seen to 
acknowledge, even vaguely, the forces 
needed to eject the rock from the 
surface of Mars. He mentions an escape 
velocity of three miles per second. But 
where do such forces come from? 

The probability of even one of the 
above happening appears to be 
extremely low; is seems impossible for 
all three to occur. Can Javor respond? 

—Eliot W. Bolst 

NUNAWADING, VICTORIA, 

AUSTRALIA 

Eliot W. Bolst's questions emphasize the 
immense problems that attend the 
proposal that the SNC meteorites came 
from Mars. Nevertheless, extremely low 
probabilities often don't deter scientists 
from proposing radical theories. Speaking 
of probabilities, the likelihood of Martian 
rocks landing on the earth is infinitely 
greater than the chance evolution of life 
anywhere, including Mars. Interestingly, 
all news accounts are silent on the results 
of the Viking missions from the 1970s, 
which completely contradict the current 
claims regarding the existence of organic 
matter on Mars. Recently a team of 
British scientists from the Open 
University presented measurements of 
carbon 13 to carbon 12 ratios in support 
of the notion of ancient life on Mars. 
Contradicting this are the latest findings 
from a geochemist from the Scripps 
Institution of Oceanography, who reports 
the presence of organic matter in antarctic 
ice similar to what was found in the 
"Martian" rocks .—George T. favor. 

George T. Javor makes the statement 
"There is no information in the Bible 
about planet-dwelling extraterrestrials 
similar to ourselves." 

Would I be stretching it to say that 
the "sons of God" described in Job 1:6 
and 2:1 are indeed beings similar to us? 

—Caesar Nawalkowski 

INNISFAIL, ALBERTA, CANADA 

Divorced Adventists 
The news that "one of every four 
Adventists, 25 percent, has been 
divorced" is nothing of which to be  

proud (see "A New Day for Family 
Ministries in North America," Oct. 24). 

However, the article did not make 
it plain if counted with this figure 
are those of us who had gone 
through divorce before experiencing 
the third angel's message. I am one of 
those, and I praise God for the 
difference my new church has made 
in my new marriage. 

— Patricia Germsheld 

SASKATOON, SASKATCHEWAN 

Taking the Oath 
Stephen Chavez ("Taking the 
Oath," Oct. 17) is absolutely right: 
a relationship with God through 
Jesus Christ is what church, 
ministry, theology, denomination, 
and everything else is all about. 
How easily we substitute loyalty to 
the church for loyalty to Jesus. 
How easily the institutions we 
create to serve Christ become the 
lords we serve. 

On concluding 10 years as senior 
pastor of a large institutional church, I 
was asked, "How would you summarize 
your ministry there?" 

I said, "I spent 10 years transferring 
people's loyalty from the church to 
Jesus Christ—detaching faith from 
Adventism to Jesus alone." 

The extent to which church 
members get upset with such a risky 
endeavor is a measure of how much it 
needs to be done. 

— David A. VanDenburgh, PASTOR 

VIA E-MAIL 
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What if there  were 

Life on Mars? 
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I was very refreshed by Stephen 
Chavez's clarity of vision. Far too often 
we have offered "a relationship with 
the church . . . in place of a 
relationship with Christ." 

I can hardly contain my joy at 
continually finding that the Review 
editors and church leaders are 
personally finding the joy that comes 
only by resting fully on Jesus and His 
salvation, and that everything we 
are or do must be to His glory—
whether it furthers the institution or 
not. He alone is worthy of our 
allegiance and worship. 

Keep encouraging us to move into 
Jesus' presence at all costs. 

—Chuck Davidson 

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 

In Stephen Chavez's story of the young 
woman's new commitment to the 
Lord, he mentions that she had 
decided to spend no more time in 
"petty discussions over what kind of 
music should be performed in church, 
or whether the prayer for the offering 
should be spoken before or after the 
offering is taken, or whether fruits and 
vegetables should be served together at 
the same meal." 

I agree that just when prayer should 
be offered is indeed a minor matter. 
However, when it comes to specifics 
about which God has seen fit to make 
known His will, such as the kind of 
music performed in church and 
whether fruits and vegetables should be 
served together, do we well to say such 
is a "petty" matter? 

If God says it, I want to do it. I do 
not condemn that unknown young 
lady; I only hope the rest of us who 
do know better won't use her 
reasoning as an excuse to depart from 
a "thus saith the Lord"—even when 
we may not understand all the 
reasons behind His commands. 

—Virginia Butler 

LOCUST DALE, VIRGINIA  

More Than Role-playing 

Gordon Jenson writes under the 
subject "Jesus, the Heavenly 
Intercessor" (Week of Prayer 
Readings, Oct. 31) that the three 
persons of the Godhead "accepted 
roles" in designing the plan of 
salvation for humankind. That's like 
writing a dramatic theater play, for 
which some persons take on specific 
roles and then, after the performance, 
change clothes and look as they did 
before entering the dressing rooms. 

Of course, the Holy Scriptures are a 
precipitation of God's involvement with 
this planet and its inhabitants; many 
things are said in a human way. But do 
we honestly believe that it was like this 
when our salvation was thoroughly 
planned and set into motion? 
Distributing roles? 

How does this relate to John 3:16? 
In loving us, God gave His only-
begotten Son. He didn't need to take 
on a role. Do the unfallen worlds not 
need a father? Is God only our 
Father? If God the Son does not need 
to act as a Saviour on behalf of the 
unfallen worlds, isn't He still their 
Creator, God the Son, or is He a 
nameless one of the Three? Speaking 
about the Holy Spirit as sort of a 
third-choice "remaining divine 
Being" sounds like handing out a 
"price of comfort" for the less 
fortunate. For the Comforter, a too-
human description. 

Please, let us be careful in wording 
the Trinity's initiative in regard to the 
redemption of humankind. I would 
still like to cling to the old Nicene 
Creed—certainly with my Orthodox 
fellow Christians in mind. 

—Herman J. Smit, PRESIDENT 

GREEK MISSION 

VIA E-MAIL 

On the cover: Images of 1996 (clockwise from top, 
right): Joshua Stumph carries the Olympic Torch 
near Fort Worth, Texas; an audience at Union 
College in Lincoln, Nebraska, participates in the Net 
'96 evangelism initiative; Nina Martinez, Adventist 
broadcast journalist; Benjamin Reeves, former 
president of Oakwood College and now general field 
secretary for the General Conference; and Robert S. 
Folkenberg, president of the General Conference. 
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now You Can Hear 
the Uoice of Prophecy 

On Your Computer 

TheVoice of tlProphecy 

	

\-#4 	 	 L„:1„ 

Do you have a personal computer? 
	

YES NO 
Does it have a sound card and a speaker? YES NO 
Do you have access to the Internet? 

	
YES NO 

If you answered YES to all three questions, you can tune in 
the Voice of Prophecy daily broadcast—even if it's not on a 
radio station in your area! 

With today's computer and Internet technology, the Voice of 
Prophecy has the potential of being everywhere—every day! 

• Where to "tune in": www.kkla.com  

• When to find VOP program: 
Monday-Friday 5:10 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. (Pacific Time) 

At this Internet location, you will find further directions. 
This is the website for Los Angeles radio station KKLA 
(99.5 FM). In southern California, you can listen to the 
Voice of Prophecy on radio at the times listed—anywhere 
else in the world, you can listen on your computer 
(be sure to convert the time to your own time zone). 
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A heavenless 
universe is 

theologically 
incongruous 
and illogical. 

motives could anyone serve the Lord? 
Yet I wonder. Is it really possible to 

isolate Jesus from the total package 
that makes Him what He is? How 
does one theologically separate Jesus 
from the hope He holds out to us? 

This, I think, was part of the issue 
in the back of Paul's mind as he 
argued the case for the resurrection in 
1 Corinthians 15. "If Christ has not 
been raised," he said, "our preaching 
is useless and so is your faith" (verse 
14).2  And as if to speak directly to the 

it, for in the midst of his sufferings he 
ever looked forward to that "crown of 
glory that will never fade away" (1 
Peter 5:4). Nor would John, for he's 
the one who recorded the promise of 
our Lord: "I am going . . . to prepare a 
place for you" (John 14:2). 

A song like the one before us, 
however well meaning, reflects a 
sheltered Christianity, a Christianity 
of the good life, a Christianity 
enjoying the fruits of political freedom 
and tolerance. A Christianity that has 

         

EDITORIAL 

 

             

Joy in the Morning 	ROY ADAMS 

E
ven if heaven had not been promised, the lyrics 
go—even if there were no Holy City, no streets of 
gold, no eternity—the Christian life would still be 
worth it. In a world of darkness and sorrow, just hav-
ing Jesus is reward enough.' 

The lines of this popular song came to mind as 1996 was 
winding down. The sentiments seem so altruistic, so noble, so 
politically correct. From what higher  

Paradise lost and ends with Paradise restored. This theme is 
woven through the very matrix of Scripture, indelibly 
embedded in the warp and woof of the biblical psyche. From 
the biblical standpoint a heavenless universe is theologically 
incongruous and illogical. Abraham could not have written 
our song, for he ever looked forward to a city with sure 
foundations, "whose architect and builder is God" (Heb. 

11:10). Peter would not have written 

noble, well-meaning sentiments of the popular song, Paul 	not had to face the crucible of suffering, persecution, and 
observed that "if only for this life we have hope in Christ, we 	martyrdom. 
are to be pitied more than all men" (verse 19). What would be 	Even if there were no heaven? Tell that to those "others" 
the use of having "fought wild beasts in Ephesus," he asks, "if 	mentioned in the book of Hebrews, who "faced jeers and flogging," 
the dead are not raised"? We might as well jump onto the 	who were "chained and put in prison," who were "stoned; ... 
Epicurean's hedonistic bandwagon: "Let us eat and drink, for 	sawed in two; ... [and] put to death by the sword." Tell that to 
tomorrow we die" (verse 32). 	 those "others" who "went about in sheepskins and goatskins, 

Without the resurrection and its attendant promise of 	destitute, persecuted and mistreated.... They wandered about in 
heaven and eternal life, Christ would no longer be the 	 deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground" 
Christian's hope. And our present experience, far from being a 	(Heb. 11:36-38). Ask them about going through such living hells 
ball of light in a world of darkness, would amount to nothing 	without the blessed hope of a hereafter, and they'd think you were 
more than a meaningless facade, a hopeless trail that dead-ends 	playing some cruel joke on them. 
in darkness and oblivion. 	 No, for them and us the promise of God 

I understand, of course, the noble sentiments that inspired 	shines as a beacon down the centuries to our 
the song. I've been blessed by the piece. But I find it 	 time, its fulfillment getting closer with every 
remarkable that the biblical writers never indulged in that kind 	passing year. "Weeping may endure for a 
of thinking. Under the inspiration of God, they took every 	night, but joy cometh in the morning" 
opportunity to call our attention to the glories of the world 	(Ps. 30:5, KJV). 
beyond. 

Paul is a good example. "So we fix our eyes not on what is 	Because of copyright considerations, I've 

seen," he admonished the Corinthians in the midst of trial, 	paraphrased the piece. 
2  All Scripture references are from the 

but on what is unseen (2 Cor. 4:18). 	 New International Version, unless otherwise 
It is not, I think, by accident that the Bible begins with 	indicated. 
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EDITOR I AL 

Littl Things 
	 ANDY NASH 

M
y college journalism professor, Lynn Sauls, once 
began class with a most unusual worship. 

"This morning," he said, "I'd like to read por-
tions of six verses in Genesis, chapter 1." 

Without further introduction, he was off. 
"Verse 10," said Prof. Sauls, "'It was good.' Verse 12: 'It was 

good.' Verse 18: 'It was good.' Verse 21: 'It was 
good.' Verse 25: 'It was good.' Verse 26: 'Then God 
said, "Let us make man in our image, in our 
likeness"" (NIV). 

By this point we were puzzled at such a 
conglomeration—and relieved to get an 
explanation. 

"We were made to create," said Prof. Sauls. "We 
were made to create and to be able to say, 'It was 
good." 

Prof. Sauls's message stuck with me—and still does as I 
critique not only my own "creations," but those of my church 
and the Christian community in general.' 

How often am I truly able to say "It's good"? Sometimes. 
In many cases I'm thrilled to encounter Christian excellence. 

In programs like Lifestyle Magazine and Focus on the Family. In 
authors like George Knight and Philip Yancey. In speakers like 
Dwight Nelson and Charles Swindoll. In musicians like Janice 
Chandler and Michael Card. And in countless teachers, friends, 
and colleagues whose names would make you say "Who?" but 
whose output would make you say "Wow!" 

Still, a half dozen times a month I find myself cringing at 
other Christian creations . . . 

When a Christian radio station's news segment is so slanted 
and unprofessional that I wonder: If I weren't a Christian, how 
quickly would I press "seek"? 

When a college student finance office treats students less 
like customers than like pesterers. 

When a "tenured" Adventist professor turns a literature 
lecture into orations about how the Gospels can't be trusted 
and how Ellen White was just a plagiarist. 

When those who can get rid of him don't because "he'll be 
retiring soon anyway." 

From the standpoint of a sprawling Christian radio network 
or Christian university the above examples may seem like 
"little things." But that's the point: The difference between 
excellence and mediocrity is the little things. 

Even the National Enquirer knows that. If you were to open  

that publication (not that you would), how many mechanical 
errors and typos would you find? Zilch. Even the tabloids 
recognize the importance of details.' 

If that's not convincing enough, consider the Son of man 
Himself. "When Jesus was working at the carpenter's bench," 
writes Ellen White, "some of His associates would sometimes 

deride Him because He took such pains with every 
detail. If the parts of what He was making did not 
fit perfectly, He would put more work on them. 
Some thought such scrupulous care needless. But 
thus Christ was teaching us the need of striving for 
perfection in all that we do."' 

Perfection in all that we do. Not always attaining 
it, but always striving for it. In my corner of the 
world, that means, among other things: 

■ Submitting a manuscript only if it's typed, 
double-spaced, and printed on quality paper. Many magazines 
insist on that format. Why shouldn't we? 

■ Crafting a worship service fit for a King. Traditional, 
contemporary, whatever—as long as it's done well. Other 
people offer their gods only the best. Why shouldn't we? 

■ Publishing collective student ratings of college teachers so 
future students can shell out $1,000 for a quality class. Many 
public colleges use this system. Why shouldn't we? 

Like anything else, striving for excellence can be taken to 
extremes. I'm not endorsing here the kind of "excellence" that 
keeps you in the office until 9:00 p.m. while your spouse tucks in 
your children. God knew when to stop, and so should we. 

But some haven't even started. It's popular for busters (in their 
warranted cry for authenticity) to say they're "not interested" in 
excellence. Popular, but wrong. God doesn't change; neither do 
His intentions. And from the beginning He's intended for us to 
give only our best in all things—big and little. 

It might be worth shooting for in 1997. 

' For space reasons I won't focus here 
on my personal shortcomings. Perhaps we 
could devote an entire issue to that sub-
ject sometime. 

I credit this example to another of 
my excellent former professors, Jan 
Haluska. 

Nebraska Reporter, Feb. 28, 1905. 
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ADVENTIST QUOTES 

. INESSIag IS 11111ag 
Mg that C[BatES EIHESi1011S— 
thall daSI eying the questions." 
—Pastor John Martin, Greeley, Colorado 

"We work with addition. God works 
with multiplication." 
— Dan Purple, to his Sabbath school class, Jackson, 
Mississippi 

"It may be true that 'you can lead a 
horse to water, but you can't make him 
drink.' However, you can salt his oats." 
—Norman J. Yoder, district pastor, Clear Lake, 
Wisconsin 

WE NEED YOU 
Give & Take is your page. Send your 
"Adventist Quotes," top-quality photos, 
"Adventist Life" vignettes, "Readers' 
Exchange" items, and other short contributions 
to: Give & Take, Adventist Review, 12501 
Old Columbia Pike, Silver Spring, MD 
20904; Fax: 301-680-6638; CompuServe: 
74532,2564. 

100 YEARS AGO ... 

In December 1896, one 
month after the official 
opening of Oakwood 
Industrial School 
(pictured), General 
Conference president Ole 
Olsen wrote to George 
Irwin, president of District 
2, where Oakwood was located. "I am favorable to the idea of making [Oakwood] 
a school for workers," said Olsen. "There is no question but what it should be 
made a training school for the colored people." 

Olsen and Irwin (who would become General Conference president the 
following year) provided the momentum and vision that enabled Oakwood to 
become more than an industrial school. Henry Shaw, an ordained minister, joined 
the faculty to complement those teaching agriculture. Shaw soon became principal. 

One of Oakwood's first students, Willie Freeman, arrived without prior 
arrangement. Superintendent Solon Jacobs told Freeman, "I don't believe we can 
do anything for you." 

"Mr. Jacobs . . . won't you let the Lord do anything for me?" replied Freeman, 
who went on to become one of Oakwood's most influential students. A hundred 
years later Oakwood College continues to focus upon "what the Lord can do for us." 
—Bert Haloviak, GC Office of Archives and Statistics 

ADVENTIST LIFE 

One morning my children and I went to a baby shower. 
During supper that night my son told his dad, "We couldn't 

give the baby a shower because he wasn't born yet." 
—Debbie Messinger, Vancouver, Washington 

We live near an Amish community. Since he was 
very young our 4-year-old son has been educated 
about Amish life. One day while reading stories to 
him about Ellen White, we happened upon pictures 
of her and James riding in a carriage. 

"Wow!" he said. "You mean Ellen White was 
Amish?" 
—Connie Herbel, Moberly, Missouri 

TOO MANY HATS! 

TAKING IT LITERALLY: One morning not 

long ago Joan Moon, of Yucaipa, 

California, was on the telephone sympa-

thizing with her boss about his many 

heavy responsibilities. "Well, dear 

boss," said Joan. "you wear too many 

hats, and we pray for you every single 
day for wisdom and strength." Hours 

later Joan's grandson, Anthony, came 

out of his bedroom with five hats on his 

head. "Gram," he announced, "I'm going 

to be 'dear boss' today and wear many 

hats!" Joining in the fun, Anthony's twin 

sisters, Ashley and Angela, also put on 

a few too many hats. 
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NEW HOPE: Blair and Brenda Peace. 

COVER 	STORY 

1996: 
Was This a 
Great Year, 
or What? 

BY WILLIAM G. JOHNSSON 

RYING TO PUT A SPIN ON THE YEAR—
its high points and lows, what was new or good 
or not so good—is a bit like playing God. God 
alone sees the big picture; He alone knows 
what mattered most. 

So see this attempt to sum up 1996 as mine alone. It's 
personal, selective, impressionistic. Your perspective on 1996 
probably will agree with mine in some points, but will differ 
in others. 

Was this a great year, or what? Membership in the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church breezed past the 9 million 
marker this year. 

I think of 1844 and the Great Disappointment, and how 
the Advent believers scattered and fragmented. I think of 
that little band of only 100 that joined 
hope in the return of Jesus to 
observance of the seventh day. I think 
of those young people, James and Ellen 
White, and how meager their resources 
were, how unpromising the outlook for 
the group. 

Who would be so crazily optimistic, 
so brazenly foolhardy, to predict what 
would happen in the next 150 years? 

But their God was great. He loves 
that word "impossible." And He is our 
God. God is alive and well, and the 
church is safe in His hands. We fall, 
and fall again, short of His ideals for us 
each and as a body, but He lifts us up,  

graciously forgives, and sends us on our way rejoicing. 
I suspect this God is more interested in the one-on-one 

than in a computer-generated list of names. He doesn't take 
delight in statistics; He loves people. Every one of those 9 
million-plus who now worship in the Adventist Church, and 
every one of those multiplied millions who worship Him 
somewhere else in spirit and in truth, is the object of His 
tender solicitude and interest. He knows and loves every one; 
in fact, He knows and loves every person whether or not 
they confess Jesus as Saviour and Lord. 

The good news of the kingdom went onward and forward 
in 1996. Jesus' atoning death and soon return were pro-
claimed from the rooftops. Was this a great year, or what? 

It was a year of rebirth for Brenda and Blair Peace. 
Noelene and I first made the Peaces' 
acquaintance about 15 months ago. 
They'd just lost their older daughter, 
Julie, killed in a car wreck. The light 
had gone out of their lives. And they 
were groping toward the Adventist 
Church, where Brenda had 
fellowshipped as a teenager in 
Richmond, Virginia. 

We saw God working in their lives. 
We saw the light return. We saw the 
power of our God bring back hope and 
joy and laughter. We saw it with our 
own eyes—Brenda volunteered for a 
while in the Adventist Review office. 

Come May, Brenda was baptized, 
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GROWING FAMILY: Mark Finley greets baptismal candidates. 

Twenty- o 
Adventistk7 

along with her other daughter, 
Christine. Was this a great year, or 
what? 

Come October, Blair and Brenda 
were at Sligo church every Sunday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday night. Brenda kept record of 
the 300-400 who came for the NET 
'96 meetings: she entered the data in 
the computer every night. And Blair 
was always with her to lend a hand 
wherever needed. 

The NET '96 meetings themselves 
were the biggest public outreach our 
church has ever attempted. Although 

CENTENNIAL PRESIDENT: After leading 

Oakwood College into its 100th year, 

Benjamin Reaves gave way to Delbert Baker. 

some of the early projections of the 
number of sites weren't realized, NET 
'96 was huge-12 languages, 43 
countries, more than a quarter million 
people hearing the gospel via satellite. 

It will take months before we grasp 
the impact of NET '96. Only as the 
stories come in from the six divisions 
of the world church—as we learn how 
God used this dramatic new medium 
to touch and change lives—will we 
sense the wonder of God's goodness 
and be able to praise Him aright. 

Already we've heard of the 
businessman in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, 
who, surfing the satellites on his 
unprogrammed digital dish, by 
"chance" picked up a picture of Mark 
Finley preaching in Serbian. He called 
the only Adventist he knew—a  

businessman 
living in 
Chicago—and 
found out what 
was happening 
and the address of 
the nearest 
Adventist church. 
There will be 
many more stories 
like that. 

Even without 
the multitudes 
who heard the 
gospel through 
NET '96, even 
without the 
thousands who will join with us, NET 
'96 renewed Adventists in many 
places. In North America and 
elsewhere Adventist churches, large 
and small, turned from lesser things 
and opened doors and hearts to 
mission. 

NET '96—was this a great year, or 
what? 

The work in China—not through 
formal structures, for we have none, 
but through personal witness to 
Christ—leaped ahead. China became 
the area of fastest growth, and church 
leaders struggled as to how best to 
facilitate the work and nurture new 
members. A direct result was the 
splitting of the Asia-Pacific Division 
into two new entities, with China 
becoming part of the new Northern 
Asia-Pacific Division. 

Problems of growth—was this a 
great year, or what? 

Leaders of the world church 
convened in exotic Costa Rica for the 
Annual Council. They came to do 
business as usual, but they didn't do 
business as usual. 

For the first two days delegates and 
spouses focused on the theme 
"Experience the Joy of Salvation." God 
drew near and worked mightily through 
biblical sermons, praise and testimony 
meetings, singing, and small group 
Bible study and meditation. Leaders 
who continually give, give, give of 
themselves sat down to a spiritual 
banquet. In long sessions on their 
knees they shared burdens for children,  

grandchildren, and other dear ones 
who no longer walk with the Lord. 

Days of honesty and openness, of 
tears and of joy, of refreshing from the 
presence of the Holy Spirit. 

Was this a great year, or what? 
The Annual Council also heard an 

impassioned call from world church 
president Robert S. Folkenberg to 
spiritual accountability. Folkenberg 
called on every church member; every 
pastor; every school, college, and 
university; every health-care 
institution; every publishing house; 
every health food factory; every 
organization; and every unit of the 
church to give mission first priority 
and to establish criteria for self-
examination. 

TORCHBEARERS: Dozens of young Advent-

ists caught the Olympic spirit—literally. 
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The president's heart is in this: he 
has carried this burden for years. He 
worked for many months on the 
document, titled "Total Commitment 
to God," that embodies these ideas 
and that was voted by the council. 
(Next week's Review will carry the 
document in full.) 

We need to be challenged to 
responsibility. Great are our spiritual 
privileges; will we live and work in 
ways that reflect those privileges? 

Costa Rica showcased the color and 
energy of this incredible Adventist 
family as every evening the various 
divisions highlighted the progress of 
the three angels' messages in their area. 

But the most colorful and energetic 
of all was the host division, Inter-
America. Toward the close of the 
council, Inter-America put on a simple 
dinner for delegates, staff, and spouses. 
"We work hard in Inter-America, but 
we believe in having fun as well," said 
division president Israel Leito in 
welcoming the guests. After supper we 
had a short program of the songs of 
Inter-America. Before long Armando 
Miranda Conchos, president of the 
North Mexican Union, resplendent in 
Mexican garb and broad-brimmed 
sombrero, was singing "Cielo Lindo," 
inviting Robert Folkenberg to the 
platform to join him in a duet (in 
Spanish, of course), and the huge 
sombrero was passed from Conchos' 
head to Folkenberg's. 

Was this a great year, or what? 
We at the Adventist Review did 

something new this year. In fact, we 
did a lot of new things, and God 

SERVANTS: Robert Folkenberg and Israel Leito 

address the Annual Council delegates. 

blessed us wonderfully (see sidebar 
"Year of the New Review"), but during 
the summer the staff fanned out to 29 
camp meetings! Plus the retirees' 
convention in Collegedale, Tennessee, 
and the ASI convention in 
Providence, Rhode Island. 

We spoke and met with thousands. 
Everywhere the people buoyed us up 
with love and affirmation. And we met 
the youngest subscriber to the new 
Review we know of—Tim Hill, a 
student at Portland Adventist 
Academy, age 16. Tim requested his 
parents that his birthday gift be a 
subscription to the Adventist Review. 

We saw camp meetings in a state of 
transition. We saw the tents and the 
crowds and the cabins in Wisconsin, 
but a new venture in Florida—camp 
meeting via satellite downlink from the 
Forest Lake church to churches around 

the conference (and to some 500 
others across North America). 

Was this a great year, or what? 
Some events hit you between the 

eyes; others happen slowly and you 
have to focus to discern them. As I 
try to see 1996 in perspective, I find 
that dissident groups in North 
America have less impact at the 
close of the year than they did at its 
beginning. I see that the pain and 
anger felt by many Adventists over 
the arguments and vote on women's 
ordination in Utrecht have 
diminished—not gone away, but  

diminished. I find less debate and 
militancy, more pulling together. 

My perspective on 1996 leaves me 
troubled in some areas. Mostly over 
prejudice, especially racial. We have 
come a long way, but we have a long 
way to go. Ugly attitudes, inbred or 
acquired, still divide us: racism isn't 
dead among Adventists. Nor are 
attitudes that belittle women or others 
of different educational or social 
status. We all need to take to heart 
our fundamental belief 13, "Unity in 
the Body of Christ," which states in 
part: "We are all equal in Christ, who 
by one Spirit has bonded us into one 
fellowship with Him and with one 
another; we are to serve and be served 
without partiality or reservation." 

But with all our shortcomings, it 
was a great year for the Adventist 
Church. It was great because we have 
a great and wonderful God. 

For you 1996 may have been a year 
to forget. For Noelene and me it was a 
year to remember. On September 20 
Madeleine Margaret Johnsson made 
her entry into the world—our long-
awaited first grandchild. 

Was this a great year, or what? ■ 

 

William G. Johnsson is edi-
tor of the Adventist 
Review. 

Year of the New Review 

■ Launched in April with a concert carried nationally via satellite linkup, the 

new Review brought massive reader response: 

■ We received huge mail about the paper itself—more than 1,000 

messages—and the mail ran 98 percent positive. 

■ Most controversial new column: Take a Stand, with Gina and Loretta, brought 

bushels of mail. Love, like, or dislike the column, Adventists are taking a stand. 

■ Subscriptions to the weekly Review have declined slowly since 1962; this 

year they turned upward. 

■ Our invitation to submit ideas for columns resulted in a file two feet thick 

from 140 respondents. 

■ Friends of the Adventist Review now number 1,150. 

■ The $25 Club invitation has so far raised more than $35,000 to send the 

Review to converts from NET '96. 

■ The editor's desk is overflowing—and so is his heart. 
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CLIFFORD GOLDSTEIN 

 

     

The Mark of the Beast 

W
hen I first joined the Adventist Church, 
every Bible study I gave was on the mark of 
the beast. Everyone I met, even casually, I 
had to warn about the mark of the beast. I 
even used to write graffiti about the mark of 

the beast. (One time I scribbled on a bathroom wall something 
about Sunday and the mark of the beast, only to find the next 
day that someone had written under-
neath it, "No way—Cliff!"). 

Since the 1800s Seventh-day 
Adventists have taught that the three 
angels' messages of Revelation 14 are 
"present truth," God's last cry of mercy 
to a fallen world before the second 
coming of Christ. Though the 
foundation of this message is the 
"everlasting gospel" (Rev. 14:6), it 
includes this warning: "If any man worship the beast and his 
image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the 
same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God" (verses 9, 10). 

To be faithful to our gospel commission, then, we must 
teach about the mark of the beast, which means that the 
change of the Sabbath will arise—and that, of course, 
implicates Rome. 

The challenge, particularly for the church, is how to present 
this delicate issue in a manner sensitive to the great cultural, 
religious, and social transformations of the past century and yet 
remain true to Scripture. 

This question became especially pertinent early last fall, 
when various newspapers picked up an Associated Press report 
about a book published by the Review and Herald Publishing 
Association. The report said that the book, God's Answers to 
Your Questions (a customized Bible Readings for the Home), 
"likens the Papacy to the beast in the book of Revelation, an 
ally of Satan in the world's final days." It then quoted the book: 
"Those who acknowledge the supremacy of the beast by 
yielding obedience to the law of God as changed and enforced 
by the Papacy . . . worship the beast. . . . Such will take the 
side of Satan in his rebellion against God's authority." 

Not exactly the best way to win friends and influence 
enemies, especially as Catholics and Protestants have been 
putting aside religious differences so they can cooperate 
politically (an interesting development in the light of Adventist 
eschatology). 

In such an environment, how do we spread our message? As 
Christ did, of course. 

Why did Jesus immediately tell the Samaritan woman at 
the well that He was the Messiah—when, in contrast, He 
didn't do the same with the Jews? Because the woman was 
ready for it; the Jews weren't. Jesus used tact, sensitivity, and 
care in His outreach in order to offend as few as possible. 

That's our example. Sooner or later 
the message will offend someone 
(something's wrong if it doesn't), and 
even Jesus, tactful and sensitive as He 
was, crossed those who didn't want to 
hear what He had to say. Nevertheless, 
just as Jesus—always sensitive to the 
environment in which He was 
ministering—tailored His words in 
response to that environment, we need 

to do likewise. 
Indeed, the harsh polemic of a century ago won't fly in the 

present environment of political and religious correctness. If in 
her day, when hatred between Catholics and Protestants in 
America wasn't much better than what exists in Northern 
Ireland now, Ellen White could tell the church to deal tactfully 
with this issue, how much more applicable are those words 
now, when leading Catholics and Protestants in the United 
States recently signed a document (Evangelicals and Catholics 
Together) calling for both groups to put aside doctrinal 
difference and strive for unity in Christ (another interesting 
development in the light of Adventist eschatology)? 

No question, we have a Bible-based message (more relevant 
all the time) that must never be diluted or compromised, no 
matter how potentially offensive. But what we must do is 
present this message, as Jesus did, in a manner sensitive to the 
environment in which it's being preached. 

Because after all, whatever you write (and wherever you 
write it, even on a bathroom wall)—you can never be sure 
what will follow. 

Clifford Goldstein is editor of Liberty, a magazine of 
religious freedom. 

The harsh polemic 
of a century 

ago won't fly. 
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DE V 0 T ION AL 

Digging for Gold 
Practical tips for everyday spiritual growth 

BY BETTY KOSSICK 

I
T'S A STRUGGLE," BRYAN ADMITS. 

Thirtyish. Computer programmer. Bryan seeks 
growth in his personal spirituality. He thinks about it a 
lot—yet he gropes. The struggle confuses him. 
"Shouldn't it be easier?" he sighs. 

Is it a hard thing for you, too? Do you say as Bryan does, 
"Other guys must be born spiritual—it seems so easy for them"? 

Spiritual growth, in the context of the gospel, is a 
challenge. For it must make practical the good news of Jesus 
Christ. Everyday stuff. 

Yet the Challenger, Jesus, gets your attention, "Live in me. 
Make your home in me just as I do in you" (John 15:4).* He 
urges you to cultivate your connection with Him in the 
home, the workplace, on vacation. Wherever. Whenever. 

What's the sum of His message? Three words: "I love 
you." He wants you to grow into Him. This is Christ 
connection. 

Keep in mind that to be spiritually persuaded isn't always 
a Christian endeavor. Other spiritual encounters whisper in 
your ear: "Grow into self." New Age, the new face of 
spiritualism, offers you a neogodlike experience. Spirits of 
an unheavenly realm. Anti-Holy Spirit. In great numbers 
they vie for your enrollment in their spiritual schools. 
Christian spirituality battles against the dark foes, so some 
struggle is inevitable. 

As does Bryan, the apostle Paul confesses his spiritual 
struggle: "What I don't understand about myself is that I 
decide one way, but then I act another, doing things I 
absolutely despise" (Rom. 7:15). 

Paul further reminds you that the Christian struggle is a  

combat zone—not just a boxing match: "This is no afternoon 
athletic contest that we'll walk away from and forget about 
in a couple of hours. This is for keeps, a life-or-death fight to 
the finish against the Devil and his angels" (Eph. 6:12, 13). 

So even the top-brass Christians shout, "It's tough!" If 
that's the case, how can little you link up for the Christ 
connection and not throw up your hands? 

Obviously, if you've read this far, you, like Bryan, want 
to grow into Christ. So you face the facts: Jesus is a 
decision. Your decision. No one else can make it for you. 
This decision is your lit wick to develop your own 
spirituality. A flame to fan. 

Remember measuring your height when you were a little 
kid? You were stood up against a wall or perhaps a porch post 
where a previous mark had been made, showing your height 
last year. Then the exclamation "See how you've grown!" 
Then you were turned around to see the new mark or notch 
for yourself. Remember how good you felt about that new 
inch or two you measured? You even tried to stretch taller, 
didn't you? Growth is satisfying. 

Growth of your personal spirituality needs to be measured 
too. Bryan looks at his notches and doesn't see much growth. 
Perhaps all he needs to do is review some spiritual growth 
tips. Yes, review. They aren't new. But if faithfully applied, 
they are connectors to bring about growth, holding you fast 
to Christ. 

Tip 1—Dig for Gold 
Since the gospel is your context, choose Bible study as 

your baseline on which to begin your measure. "Concentrate 
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[study] on doing your best fo 
work you won't be ashamed 
of, laying out the truth 
plain and simple" (2 Tim. 
2:15). 

Of course, you know that 
study is an aid to under-
standing. But does Bible 
study conjure up visions of 
hours-long sessions to you? 
Does it make you nervous to 
think that if you study a lot 
you might be thought of as 
a Bible-thumping know-it-
all? Take it easy! Scholars 
(bless their hearts) are 
rare. But students are 
many. So why not try 
capsules of study 
time? Even 15-minute 
segments into the Word 
can give spiritual 
discovery. 

However, a warning! 
Don't be surprised if you 
thrust in your study shovel 
and find a gold vein. 
Deeper digging may grab 
you. Then, eureka! A 
main load! Gold fever 
strikes like that. And you 
find yourself connected. 

Tip 2—Bend Those 
Knees 

A female business 
administrator questions, "I 
don't understand this idea 
of `unceasing' prayer. 
Doesn't God remember my 
morning prayer?" Of course, 
God remembers your 
requests and thanks. When 
we're advised to "pray all 
the time" (1 Thess. 5:17), 
it's a call for an attitude 
adjustment. (Remember, 
the previous verse advises 
cheerfulness, and the one 
following, thankfulness—
both positive attitudes.) 

Prayer doesn't require 
you to be on your knees 
all the time; however, it 
does imply a certain 
mind-set. Let your heart 
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Don't be surprised 
if you thrust in 

your study shovel 
and strike gold. 

kneel in prayer—an attitude that 
makes it possible for you to pray 
anytime, anywhere. It becomes a 
constant with you. Maybe only the 
name "Jesus" is uttered—and 
sometimes only silence, as when in 
times of trauma only the heart can cry 
out. Talking it over with the Father, 
verbally or in silence, connects you to 
Jesus, both developing and revealing 
confidence in God. A growth process. 

Tip 3—Celebrate Friendliness 
One of the most practical aspects 

of spiritual development is your 
social calendar. Here's where the 
modern rubber-meets-the-road 
proverb moves and shakes. 
Christianity includes fellowship. 
Jesus walked among the crowds. 
Socialization was a part of His 
agenda—even the gaiety of 
weddings. There was fun at Jewish 
weddings. No somberness, but joy! 
Jesus accepted dinner invitations 
often. Fed well—maybe even burped 
discreetly a time or two. He enjoyed 
others. He savored long walks and 
talks with friends. He undoubtedly 
shop-talked carpentry with other 
tradespeople. 

He also was found in the synagogue 
taking part in the services, worshiping 
His Father—a soul connection 
designed by Christ to engender 
friendship and love for God and 
others. 

The Bible gives a truly practical 
idea about the friendship/fellowship 
aspect of the Christian lifestyle: "Bless 
your enemies; no cursing under your 
breath. Laugh with your happy friends 
when they're happy; share tears when  

they're down. Get along with each 
other; don't be stuck-up. Make friends 
with nobodies; don't be the great 
somebody" (Rom. 12:14-16). 

Tip 4—Share the Gold 
That major find in the first tip is 

something more than a few nuggets; 
it's gold par excellence. Wealth! 
Riches to share with someone else. 

You don't have to be a soapbox 
preacher to share Christ. Actually, 
it's a postscript to your friendliness 

celebration, another aspect of your 
social life. It's connecting in a circle 
of Christ, you and others. When 
Christ socialized, He also restored 
splintered hearts. 

Certainly when Philip approached 
the Ethiopian eunuch to inquire if he 
knew what he was reading from the 
Isaiah scroll, he must have come off as 
a friendly, helpful guy. We see this in 
the ready reply: "How can I without 
some help?" (Acts 8:31). In addition 
to learning the meaning of what 
Scripture said, the eunuch also had to 
have confidence in his new teacher to 
request immediate baptism. Philip had 
shared his gold. 

Tip 5—Hang the Hammock 
"Come off by yourselves; let's take a 

break and get a little rest," Christ said 
to His disciples (Mark 6:31). 

Christ always set the example He 
expected us to follow. For a foot-
traveling, itinerant Preacher, He 
traveled far. There were times His 
candle burned to the holder. That's 
why He insisted, "Time out!" Rest, 
meditation, more prayer, sleep. Jesus  

even slept through a raging storm! 
Max Lucado beautifully sums up the 
Christian's rest in his book When God 
Whispers Your Name. He says: "Love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control. To these I commit my 
day. If I succeed, I will give thanks. If I 
fail, I will seek His grace. And then, 
when this day is done, I will place my 
head on my pillow and rest." Ah, 
that's true Christ connection. 

Tip 6—Stand Up When Your 
Name Is Called 
Actually this tip is about 

commitment. It's the wrap-up, like a 
cool stream washing the gold you 
found through personal Bible study, 
the golden attitude of prayer, the 
wealth discovered in fellowship, the 
excitement in showing others the 
gold you've found, the quiet time 
just savoring your find. You've 
pitched your tent at the gold miner's 
camp. This is your time to "say the 
welcoming word to God—`Jesus is 

my Master" (Rom. 10:9). 
A miner's work is hard, but oh, 

the joy that comes with the find. 
Paul, your fellow struggler, likened it 
to a race (both use muscle and 
sweat). And ht.. appeals to you to 
keep your commitment: "Friends, let 
me go over the Message with you 
one final time—this Message that I 
proclaimed and that you made your 
own; this Message on which you 
took your stand and by which your 
life has been saved. (I'm assuming, 
now, that your belief was the real 
thing and not a passing fancy, that 
you're in this for good and holding 
fast)" (1 Cor. 15:1, 2). 

Hold fast; meet the challenge as 
you grow into Christ, connecting with 
Him. ■ 

*All Bible references are from The Message. 

Betty Kossick is a freelance 
writer living in Cadillac, 
Michigan. 

14 (1582) 	ADVENTIST REVIEW, DECEMBER 26, 1996 



FAITH 	ALIVE! 

Watching and 
Praying-Expectantly 

CALVIN B. ROCK 

S
ome Adventists seem to believe that Jesus is 
returning any day—in the words of the song that 
He is "at the door, yes, even at the door." Others 
talk of His coming in terms of the more distant 
future, that is, within decades or within one's life-

time. A third group seems to project 

Admittedly, the first two risk disappointment, as demonstrated by 
the unfulfilled hopes of two millennia of Christian expectation 
since Christ's ascension. But indifference, unawareness, and loss 
of proclamation zeal make the attitude of the third group 
inconsistent with present truth. 

Christ's return to some future gen-
eration and are comfortable with the 
thought that He is not coming any 
time soon, humanly speaking. 
Which group is right? 

A number of factors allow good 
people to view the Scriptures with 

Indifference 
is inconsistent with 

present truth. 

please comment on the habit of 
so many who pray "Dear 
Jesus." I understand little chil-

dren doing that, but it seems to me 
that adults, even some ministers, 
should know better. Shouldn't we 
teach our members against this disre-
spectful practice? 

varied emphasis. Primary among 
these are worldviews, personal experiences, and reasoning 
patterns. 

Which of the groups you mention is right? Since the 
Scriptures do not tell us the day or hour of Christ's return, only 
the Second Coming itself will settle that question. 

What we can say is that those who believe in the very 
imminent return are historically and culturally correct. That is, 
they are believers in the mode of the pioneers of our church and 
have a plethora of fulfilling prophecies to support their position. 

This class, however, appears to be very small given the 
number of Adventists with long-term investments, lengthy 
retirement plans, etc. The infrequent use of Advent hymns 
(remember "Look for the Waymarks"?) and preaching of 
Second Coming sermons are another evidence that this is 
probably not the largest class. 

Believers in the second category—those who hope Christ 
will return in their lifetime—are probably the majority among 
us. And this group also has scriptural impetus for its position—
especially that of Paul, who while identifying with translation 
in his "we which are alive and remain" (1 Thess. 4:17), also 
countenanced the possibility of his resurrection in 1 
Corinthians 6:14 and 5:4. 

Frankly, I do not see the position of the third group—those who 
are comfortable with the thought of His return being in a distant 
generation—as compatible with Adventist ethos. Wishing, 
hoping, and planning for Christ's imminent return, is an 
unavoidable consequence of the study of the gospel. 

Believing in the "any day" or the "this generation" mode is 
less a risk than believing in the "generation hence" manner. 

Beginning one's prayer "Dear Jesus" cannot, in my opinion, 
be thought of as disrespectful, as you put it. However, it is not 
the preferred form of address in prayer. In teaching us to pray, 
Jesus instructed that we should address our praise and petitions 
to the Father. This is illustrated by our Lord in the model 
prayer of Matthew 6:9-13 and reiterated in John 16:23-26. 

Of course, Christ is very much involved in our prayers, for it 
is in His name that we pray. In fact, each of the Trinity has a 
vital function in our prayers. What we pray to the Father in 
Jesus' name is made effectual by the assistance of the Holy 
Spirit (Rom. 8:26). 

Since all three are one, some are not concerned about the 
differences of prayer involvement as revealed in Scripture. 
Others are inspired not only to thank the Father for Jesus, but 
to thank Jesus personally for His love and mercy, and thus they 
address Him directly. 

For these reasons (and, no doubt, others), categorical 
condemnation of "Dear Jesus" prayers is not warranted. 

In the main, however, and especially in public prayer, 
praying as Jesus taught us retains a healthy respect for the roles 
of the Trinity and helps solidify our imagery of the plan of 
salvation. 

Calvin B. Rock is a general vice president of the 
General Conference. He holds doctoral degrees in 
ministry and religious ethics. 
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BY KAY KUZMA 

LIFESTYLE 

Seven Lessons I Learned 
, About Surviving a Crisis 

Ten months ago one chapter of our lives 
abruptly closed—and another opened. 
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A massive stroke! Nothing could 	hope. Jan lost all left-side movement. He was hiving 
difficulty with spatial perceptions and analytic thinking. The 

have shocked me more! My hus- 	CAT scan showed that the blood clot had blocked the right 
middle cerebral artery, impairing the blood flow to the head 

band, Jan, had none of the risk 	and critical portions of the brain. This could mean major 
devastation. 

factors. He was in superb health, 	The doctors feared permanent damage. That's why they 
were amazed and pleased as Jan began to recover. His 

slender, had normal blood pres- 	previous healthy lifestyle was certainly a contributing factor, 
but the cardiologist still found this rapid turnaround hard to 

sure and low cholesterol. He had never smoked, exercised 	believe. The neurologist used the word "luck" when 
explaining how the clot must have rapidly disintegrated. The 

daily, ate a low-fat, mostly vegan diet—and was only 59. But 	radiologist said, "The human brain has incredible potential, 
but this was certainly an act of God." I call it a miracle. 

because of a congenitally deformed heart, an irregular heart- 	Despite some major areas of loss, when I focus on what 
Jan has rather than on what he doesn't, I am at peace. And 

beat, and an inadequate amount of anticoagulant medica- 	through it all I've grown. I have come to grips with what's 
really important in life. 

tion, a clot formed and hit his brain. 	 Before the stroke Jan and I were two project-oriented 
professional people, each with our own careers, organizations, 

Any time a portion of the brain is deprived of the blood 	daily radio programs, seminars, and writing projects; his area 
was health, mine the family. 

that carries oxygen and vital nutrients to it for a brief 	Then on February 8, 1996, at 7:20 p.m., the page abruptly 
and irreversibly turned, and a new chapter of our lives 

critical period of time, the affected area fails to function 	began—a chapter I would have liked to skip. 
"Lord," I have prayed, "couldn't I have learned these lessons 

normally and is in danger of dying. 	 in a less-stressful, less-devastating way? Wasn't there a good 
book I could have read or a sermon I could have heard?" And 

I was told the damage was severe and there was little 	God's answer came back: "My grace is sufficient for you." 
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I hope no one will be forced to 
walk in our footsteps, but should some 
crisis seize you or someone you know, I 
hope the lessons about life, love, and 
relationships I learned will give you 
perspective and courage. 

Lesson 1. Nothing is forever. 

When you're young and beginning 
the journey of life together with your 
chosen one, you have certain ideas 
about what your roles will be. I 
never thought I'd be head of our 
household: making decisions; being 
responsible for paying the bills; 
taking care of home, yard, and car; 
planning our daily schedules and 
vacations. These were Jan's 
responsibilities. I was a part of it, 
but I depended on him to make sure 
things ran smoothly. 

Now our roles have shifted. We 
still work together, but my wounded 
partner needs me to carry more of 
the load. That's OK, though, for I 
believe that nothing is forever. 
Someday I believe I'm going to see 
the fulfillment of God's promise in 
Revelation 21:5: "I am making 
everything new" (NIV). 

Lesson 2. Relationships are more 
important than productivity. 

It would be nice if Jan could drive, 
ride a bicycle, swim, and walk without 
a limp. It would be nice if I could 
produce radio scripts and columns as 
quickly as I did before I carried the 
workload of two. It would be nice—
but it's not necessary. 

What is important is our love, our 
relationship. We do everything 
together now, since he needs me to get 
him where he needs to go and make 
sure things are organized. One result is 
that we have more time to talk, and 
our marriage has never been stronger. 

Lesson 3. You can survive crises; 
you can adjust to major change. 

I used to think, I don't know what 
I'd do if something terrible happened to 
Jan. Now I know. I can survive. I can 
adjust to change. 

Change is never easy, but there is a 
sense of excitement in facing the  

unknown, making decisions, and 
having new experiences. Actually, the 
role change has probably been easier 
for me than for Jan. I have seen the 
hurt in his eyes when he can't help 
shoulder my burdens and 
responsibilities, as was his custom. But 
that's life. His job is to be my 
emotional support right now, rather 
than giving financial or physical 

I've prayed, 
"Lord, couldn't 
I have learned 

these lessons in a 
less-stressful, 

less-devastating 
way?" 

support. The change has probably been 
good for both of us. 

Lesson 4. Don't put off living now. 
Today is all any one of us has been 

given. We don't know what tomorrow 
holds. I'm so glad we never said "Let's do 
that sometime in the future." We have 
no regrets. There is not one thing that I 
can think of that we wished we had 
done previous to the stroke. And we 
continue to live each day to the fullest. 

Lesson 5. Keep dreaming. 
Without a dream, life wouldn't be 

worth living. Ours have changed to fit 
the reality of our present circumstances, 
but they are dreams just the same. 
Dreams keep hope alive. And hope is a 
welcome companion in tough times. 

Lesson 6. There's incredible power 
in prayer. 

Within minutes after Jan's stroke, 
prayer chains were ignited across the 
world on his behalf. I have wondered if  

the scene in heaven might have been 
something like that pictured in the 
book of Job. Did the Lord say to Satan 
"Have you considered my servant Jan? 
He is blameless and upright, a man 
who fears God and shuns evil"? 

"Skin for skin," Satan replied. "A 
man will give all he has for his own 
life. But stretch out Your hand and 
strike his flesh and bones, and he will 

surely curse You to Your face." 
The Lord said to Satan, "Very 

well, then, he is in your hands; but 
you must spare his life" (see Job 2). 

And so a good man suffered a 
massive stroke. But many people of 
the earth rose up, beseeching God 
to heal Jan. And God, hearing their 
prayers, chose to break through the 
power of evil that reigns on this 
earth and perform a miracle. Satan 
could not object. When God's 
people pray, Satan is powerless. 

Lesson 7. God is good. 
Although crises and pain may 

dim our view, God is with us, and 
His Word offers much comfort and 
encouragement. 
In our time of anguish and loss I 

found hope in Lamentations 3:21-26: 
"Yet there is one ray of hope; his 
compassion never ends. It is only the 
Lord's mercies that have kept us from 
complete destruction. Great is his 
faithfulness; his lovingkindness 
begins afresh each day. My soul 
claims the Lord as my inheritance; 
therefore I will hope in him. The 
Lord is wonderfully good to those 
who wait for him, to those who seek 
for him. It is good both to hope and 
wait quietly for the salvation of the 
Lord" (TLB). ■ 

Epilogue: Jan  Kuzma  has continued 
to recover and recently passed the test  to 
obtain his driver's license again. 

Kay Kuzma, author and 
speaker,  is president of 
Family  Matters, based in 
Cleveland, Tennessee. 
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Church Wins in 
Vanuatu Decision 
Verdict heads off possible takeover. 

BY BRUCE MANNERS, EDITOR, SOUTH PACIFIC DIVISION RECORD 

Claims of 
breakaway 

faction have no 
legal basis. 

The chief justice of Vanuatu 
ruled, on September 19, in 
favor of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church over a 
group based at the Pango 

church in Vanuatu. The Pango group 
had applied to register themselves as 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church of 
the republic of Vanuatu. 

In his judgment, the chief justice, 
Charles d'Imecourt, said: 

"1. I declare that the plaintiff 
church [the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church] is the true Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in Vanuatu. 

"2. The defendants [the Pango 
group] and any of them are hereby 
restrained from using the plaintiff's 
name, whether it be Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, SDA Church, or 
Seventh-day Church, and or any 
similar variation thereof, in perpetuity. 

"3. The defendants shall pay the 
plaintiff's costs; such costs to be taxed 
or agreed." 

Brief History 
Chief Justice d'Imecourt began his 

judgment (words within quotation 
marks are direct quotes from the 
judgment) with a brief history of the 
conflict, beginning with the 
application by the church to the 
Vanuatu commissioner of financial 
services, Julian Ala, to be 
"incorporated as a company limited by 
guarantee under the Companies Act" 
on December 19, 1995. 

Mr. Ala wrote on March 21, 1996, 
advising that he had received 
"representations from two groups 
purporting to represent the Seventh- 

day Adventist Church in Vanuatu." 
He requested a copy of the certificate 
of registration as a religious body from 
the church. 

"On March 27, 1996, Mr. Ala wrote 
again that he would not proceed with 
any registration of any entities bearing 
the name Seventh-day Adventist 

Church until the issue as to who is the 
true and correct user of the name is 
determined by the court." 

After a description of the briefs 
given by the church and the Pango 
group, Chief Justice d'Imecourt noted 
that evidence given by Pastors Calvyn 
Townend (president of the Western 
Pacific Union Mission) and Errol 
Wright (president of the Vanuatu 
Mission) "was not challenged and the 
defendants called no evidence. It was 
accepted that the plaintiffs did indeed 
represent the 'mother church' and that 
they themselves were a breakaway 
faction. Nor was it disputed that the 
plaintiff had great goodwill and 
commercial attractive force." 

He noted that "the defendants 
merely submitted that the plaintiff's 
application had no legal basis" and  

relied upon the decision of the Court 
of Appeal in England, in a 1982 case, 
Kean v. McGivan. (In this appeal the 
decision to allow a small political 
party in England to use the name of 
another small political party founded 
two years earlier was upheld because 
there was "no trade in the widest 

meaning of the word; no 
commercial activity carried on.") 

"That case merely turns on its own 
facts," said Chief Justice d'Imecourt, 
"and can be clearly distinguished 
from the present case." 

He thanked the church's Vanuatu 
barrister (attorney), Susan Barlow, 
for her "helpful submissions" and 
referred to several cases he found of 
assistance in coming to his judgment. 

Precedents Noted 
He quoted from Lord Parker 

(United Kingdom) in a 1915 case: "I 
believe that the principle of law may 
be very simply stated, and that is, that 
nobody has any right to represent his 
goods as the goods of somebody else." 

In another United Kingdom 
decision, in 1961, the Costa Brava 
Wine Company was not permitted to 
use the word "champagne" on its 
wines. The judge in that case said, "I 
think that Mr. Crylls and his company 
intended by using the name 'Spanish 
Champagne' to attract the goodwill 
connected with the reputation of 
`champagne' to the Spanish product." 

Chief Justice d'Imecourt said, 
"The word 'trade' or 'trader' has 
now come to have a very wide 
meaning, and persons involved in 
professional, literary, and artistic 
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NAD Changes Educational Stance 

The Adventist Church faces an enormous challenge in 
providing affordable education for its youth. 
That's the assessment of Richard Osborn, 

North American Division vice president for 
education, who presented a report on 
Adventist education at the NAD year-end 
meetings November 3-7 (see Review, Dec. 19). 

Osborn's presentation was the final report 
of the NAD Commission on Mission and 
Organization. The commission, which also 
dealt with church structure and finances, 
developed a series of recommendations to help 

think of Adventist schools," says Osborn. "As we consider 
the number of Adventist students in public schools, it 
compels us to revisit our idea of Adventist education and 
recognize that Christian education comes from many 

sources." 
Among the challenges cited by the 

commission are (1) a growing demand for 
more day academies, (2) large numbers of 
small schools that spread resources, (3) 
maintenance of consistent educational quality 
in all schools, (4) a need for greater 
cooperation among colleges, and (5) low 
morale among teachers—who are often 
perceived as being treated as "second-class" 

local churches, conferences, and unions plan 	Richard Osborn 

for the future educational needs of Adventist 
youth. 

Osborn said the essential recommendation voted was 
the broadening of the church's philosophy of Christian 
education. 

The new concept brings a systems approach to 
Christian education that affirms Adventist schools, 
Sabbath school, Pathfinders, Adventist Youth 
organizations, summer camps, and youth programs as 
viable sources of Christian education. 

"When we think of Christian education we mainly 

denominational employees. 
Among the recommendations voted was a 

request that each union establish a commission on how 
many academies its area should have. 

In other business the North American Division executive 
committee: 
• Voted to designate 1997 as the Year of Health and 

Healing. The committee also approved a strategic plan to 
promote the church's health message throughout the year. 

The initiatives call on local conferences to focus their 
camp meetings and major convocations on health 
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occupations have been included. 
The protection has also been 
extended to charitable and quasi-
charitable organizations (whether 
incorporated or unincorporated), 
including churches, and precedents 
abound around the world." 

He quoted from a case "very 
similar to the present case" in New 
South Wales involving a dispute 
between members of the Holy 
Apostolic and Catholic Church of 
the East in Sydney. The judge said: 
"As a matter of general principle, I 
cannot see any reasons a religious 
organization should not have the 
same protection as to the goodwill in 
its name as is afforded by the law to 
commercial organizations. Surely, 
while religious organizations may not 
have ordinary commercial goodwill, 
they have something closely 
analogous thereto in that their 
reputation will be damaged by people  

falsely ascribing as an adjunct to 
them the organization which is 
holding itself out by a deceptively 
similar name." 

Final Comments 
Chief Justice d'Imecourt noted that 

the church is a "reputable worldwide 
organization" involved in charitable 
work benefiting vast numbers of 
people. "They have invested their time 
and money in charitable enterprises 
that have benefited and continue to 
benefit Vanuatu...  

"The defendants, on the other 
hand, are seeking to break away from 
the mother organization and seek to 
use the plaintiff's name or a very 
close resemblance of it, the only 
purpose of which, surely, is to benefit 
from the considerable goodwill and 
attractive (commercial) force in the 
name of the plaintiff church. This, in 
my view, would mislead the public  

into believing that they are one and 
the same organization." 

He then commented that this could 
mean financial resources being taken 
from the church, which may cause the 
church to withdraw its help and 
assistance to Vanuatu. 

"Like the learned judges in the case 
of Holy Apostolic and Catholic 
Church supra," said Chief Justice 
d'Imecourt, "I see no reason 'an 
element essentially indistinguishable 
from commercial goodwill should not 
be attributed to a charitable 
organization and be equally entitled to 
protection from the law." 

Reprinted from the South Pacific 
Division Record, Oct. 5, 1996. 
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A Fascinating Step Backward 

BY MYRNA TETZ, VICE PRESIDENT FOR COLLEGE ADVANCEMENT, CANADIAN UNION COLLEGE 

Afast-selling book called The Rules—Time-tested Secrets for 
Capturing the Heart of Mr. Right sets the dating game 

back 30 years, or so claims columnist Elizabeth Gleick 
(Time, Sept. 30, 1996). 

The thesis of authors Ellen Fein and Sherrie Schneider is 
that "men are hunters who thrill to the 
chase. In recent years, the authors claim, 
women have made the game too easy. 
`Feminism,' explains Schneider, 'has not changed men" (ibid.). 

Their book hit number one on the Los Angeles 'limes 
paperback best-seller list. Laurence Kirshbaum, chief 
executive of Warner Books (the publisher), admits that at 
first "he could not believe women in the nineties would 
want this book" (ibid.). 

But many are flocking to the "rules." Here are three of them: 
Rule 5: Don't Call Him, and Rarely Return His Calls. 
Rule 17: Let Him Take the Lead. 

Rule 20: Be Honest but Mysterious. 
One can hardly not hark back to the seminars of a decade 

or more ago encouraging women to maintain their husbands' 
love and devotion by developing charm, beauty, and 
femininity as opposed to becoming capable. We've laughed 

since, hardly believing that this was once 
credible stuff. And I have crooned at my 
husband in mock "fascinating 

womanhood" style while he cleans the gutters or does some 
other manly task, "Oh, honey, you are so strong. How do 
you know how to do everything? 

Did Eve, having eaten the fruit, beguile Adam with every 
feministic lure she possessed? We don't know. But we do 
know that he did eat the fruit. Then they hid and the Lord 
asked, "Where are you?" 

Maybe, just maybe, that's a good question for all of us 
(males and females) to ask. And answer. 

NEWS COMMENTARY 

NEWSBR E A K 

teachings. The measure also encourages the production of 
health-related education materials and the coordination of 
short-term volunteer mission trips involving youth in 
health-related community service activities. 

• Received a preliminary report from the President's 
Commission on Women in Ministry. The commission was 
organized last year to recommend ways to expand the role 
of women in ministry; increase the participation of women 
at organizational, professional, and decision-making levels 
of the church; and affirm women in pastoral and other 
spiritual ministries. 

Division secretary Harold Baptiste, who chairs the 
commission, said the group discussed several topics, 
including steps to ensure equal access to employee benefits 
by women in ministry and revision of some division policies 
to include commissioned ministers. A final commission 
report will be presented at the 1997 year-end meeting. 

• Voted to amend division policy on the use of tithe 
for education. Under the amended policy, tithe can now 
be used to pay up to 20 percent of the salaries of teachers 
in Adventist academies, colleges, and universities who 
are not connected with departments of Bible or theology. 

The revised policy gives a greater recognition to the 
ministry of Adventist educators, says Richard Osborn, 
NAD vice president for education. 

II Received a report on a pilot program that could 

provide alternatives to the Ingathering program in the 
future. Initiated at the 1993 year-end meeting, the 
Campaign for Community project was conducted in 51 
local churches in 1995. 

Monte Sahlin, assistant to the NAD president and 
secretary of the Ingathering Review Committee, said the 
alternative program received overwhelming response by 
church members and the general public. 

The committee also adopted the ADRA Annual 
Appeal, another alternative, for use in the United States 
and Bermuda as an option to the Ingathering program. The 
ADRA Annual Appeal has been used in Canada for the 
past four years. "Alternative programs can lead to greater 
member participation and public awareness, and increased 
funds raised," Sahlin said. 

By Carlos Medley, Adventist Review news editor 

What's Upcoming 

Dec. 31 	GO '97 Mission Conference; call 1-800-937-
4236 or 616-471-2522 for information 

Jan. 	4 	Soul-winning Commitment Day 
Jan. 25 	Health Ministries Day 
Feb. 	1 	Bible Evangelism Day 
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Position Available 

Special Assistant 
to the President 

and 
Director of 
Diversity 

Loma Linda University has 
launched a search process for a 
special assistant to the president 
and director of diversity. 

Primary functions include to pro-
vide leadership in the continua-
tion of the programs in diversity 
at Loma Linda University which 
include: multi-cultural aware-
ness, race-ethnicity, internation-
al culture awareness, age differ-
ence, disability awareness, gen-
der inclusiveness, and learning 
differences. 

Qualifications include Seventh-
day Adventist committed to the 
mission of LLU and the SDA 
church; an earned doctorate. 

Interested individuals should 
send a curriculum vitae to: 

Dr. B. Lyn Behrens, President 
Loma Linda University 

Magan Hall 
Loma Linda, CA 92350 

Loma Linda University is an equal 
opportunity, affirmative action 

employer. Women, minorities, and 

persons with disabilities are encour-
aged to apply. The University does 

reserve constitutional and statutory 
rights as a religious institution and 

employer to give preference to 

Seventh-day Adventists. 
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Position Available 

Vice President 
for Research Affairs 

Loma Linda University, a Seventh-day 

Adventist health sciences university, 

announces a search for a vice president 

for research affairs. LLU is currently 

expanding its research program in areas 

such as the biology of cancer and in mol-

ecular biology and gene therapy. The 

position will be available commencing 

on or about July 1, 1997. 

Responsibilities: The vice president for 

research affairs assists the president of 

the University in the coordination of the 

research programs, activities and policies 

of the University. In this capacity the 

vice president for research is responsible 

for University-wide research administra-

tion, for the office of sponsored research, 

and for intellectual properties and tech-

nology transfer. He/she also assists the 

president and/or deans in the administra-

tion of research institutes and centers 

operated by the University. He/she will 

hold a faculty appointment in an appro-

priate School of the University and may 

conduct a research program in her/his 

area of specialization. 

Qualrroations: Candidates should hold 

an earned doctorate, preferably in an 

area of the health-related sciences. 

Candidates should have extensive 

research experience, including a record 

of major extramural funding. Experience 

in technology transfer is also desirable. 

The ability to work well with faculty, 

staff, and students is essential. 

Candidates will be expected to articulate 

a vision for the future of research at 

LLU, a health-sciences university com-

mitted to whole person care. 

Applications and Nominations: 
Applications (letters of interest, resume, 

names and addresses of three references) 

or nominations should be submitted to: 

Dr. B. Lyn Behrens, President 
Loma Linda University 
Loma Linda, CA 92350 

E-mail address 
President@ccmail.11u.edu  

Loma Linda University is an equal 
opportunity, affirmative action employ-
er. Women, minorities, and persons 
with disabilities are encouraged to 
apply. The University does reserve 
constitutional and statutory rights as a 
religious institution and employer to 
give preference to Seventh-day 
Adventists. 
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"Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I 
will hear" (Isa. 65:24, NW). 

0 
 ne recent summer we had as a houseguest 
a young college student from Andrews 
University who was 
working in a 
research lab at 

Loma Linda University. He is 
scholastically gifted and was look-
ing forward to a career in medi-
cine or medical research. 

Because we are a medically 
oriented family, and because he had 
a capacity for deep, analytical 
thinking as well as a strong religious 
faith, we had some very interesting 
and challenging conversations. 
College students, with their zest for 
learning, boundless energy, and 
creative ideas, are a delight to have 
around. Jack was no exception. 

The summer passed quickly, and 
Jack returned to college in 
Michigan. What I didn't know was 
that early in the summer Jack had seen on the back page of 
the Adventist Review an advertisement for a limited edition 
of one of Harry Anderson's paintings. Thinking it would 
make a nice thank-you gift for me, he ordered it and took it 
to a local art supply store for framing. 

The store personnel assured him that it would be ready 
before he left to go back to school. A few days before his 
departure, however, the picture was still rolled up in the 
cardboard tube at the frame shop. There had been delay 
after delay because the shop had ordered the wrong supplies. 
Several days after Jack arrived in Michigan, he finally 
learned that the picture was ready. 

One day I received a telephone call from a local art 
supply and frame store. They had a gift for me, they said. 

I was in no mood for promotional or advertising 
gimmicks. Just that week my life had been turned upside 
down by the detection of cancer. Surgery was scheduled 
immediately. I knew I was looking at a long year of 
chemotherapy and radiation therapy treatments. I was  

worried, sick, and discouraged. This was the first serious 
illness in my whole life. I could count on one hand the 
number of times I had experienced even a touch of the flu. 
Now it looked as though my life could end suddenly. 

With so many things on my mind, I just wanted to end the 
phone call as soon as possible. I 
declined the offer. The person on the 
other end of the line, however, 
persisted. I was told that this gift was 
from a real friend and that I needed to 
retrieve it. I was baffled. I could not 
think of any friend who would give 
me art supplies. I am not an artist. 

Since I wasn't feeling well, my 
daughter offered to go check it out. 
When she returned she was carrying 
a two-by-three-foot flat package 
wrapped in brown paper. Stapled to 
the corner was a note. It read: 
"Thanks for your hospitality. 
Sincerely, Jack." 

I tore the paper off and found the 
handsomely framed limited edition 
print of Harry Anderson's painting 
Through the Storm, which depicts 

Christ at the helm of a storm-tossed ship. Suddenly I 
remembered looking at that picture as a book illustration 
when I was a child. I had talked about it with my mother, 
who had remarked, "The characters in this picture look so 
much like our family." 

Tears came to my eyes as I hung the painting on a wall in 
our family room. It had arrived just when I needed it most. 
Vividly it reminded me that God is in charge of my life and 
that though the months ahead could be tempestuous, God 
would guide me. And if God had something more for me to 
do, divine power would keep me alive to do it. 

Yes, the gift was delayed, but the message was right on 
time. Because God is in control, I need not fear the future. ■ 

Carolyn Briggs writes from Cherry Valley, 
California. 
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