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Are attorneys
npcessary for
soling disputes
in the
twentieth
century?

LETTERS
Class Acts

We at our house have read your recent
special issue Class
Acts (undated,
but corresponds to
April 30) and
have also shared it
with others. You
presented 25 of
these "class acts."
Could we add our
two cents' worth and propose a twentysixth? Our nomination is the Review
staff, who so ably prepared this issue.
Great job!
—Barney E. McLarty, M.D.
CALHOUN, GEORGIA

Thanks for your note. Assistant editor
Stephen Chavez coordinated this issue.
—Editors.
To Share a Dream

Thank you for William Johnsson's "To
Share a Dream" (Apr. 23). It made my
heart feel so good to know that all
could have the weekly Review. I am 81
years young, and I look forward to the
Review every week, and for Jesus to
come soon.
—Gertrude Pearcy
CRESTVIEW, FLORIDA

The editor has a dream of the Review's
subscription price being lowered to
$25. As a Review reader for more than
40 years, I too have a dream. I dream
of a free subsc><iption for every church
family that desires to subscribe. Such a
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plan would strengthen, educate, and
nurture as none other, because I
believe the Review to be the church's
prime ministry to its members. Most
organizations send out a free periodical
to its members as a benefit of membership. The Seventh-day Adventist
Church should do no less with its general church paper.
—Steve Riehle
SANTA MARIA, CALIFORNIA

Knott Bad at All
The Northwest's loss was certainly
the Review's gain when Bill Knott
joined your staff. Eagerly we await
the issues with his byline. What a
breath of fresh air his writing
brings, as well as nostalgia in these
days when questions, scoffing, and
indifference pervade some of our
great Adventist minds. Such creativity, such thought-provoking thoughts,
such personal vulnerability, such

A Final Call for Fresh Voices
If you're an Adventist age 35 or under, you're eligible for our AnchorPoints
contest. But hurry—the July 31 deadline is fast approaching. Here again are the
specifications and guidelines:
1. Write an essay about one of the Adventist Church's 27 fundamental beliefs.
Tell what the doctrine is all about, what it means to you personally, and how it's
made a difference in your life or in the life of someone you know. (You may find it
helpful to refresh your mind on the 27 fundamentals by consulting the Seventhday Adventist Church Manual, your baptismal certificate, or another source.)
2. Articles should be 1,700 words or fewer, typewritten, and double-spaced.
3. The Review staff will award
three prizes—a grand prize of $700
and two runner-up prizes of $500
each. Other articles accepted will
merit an honorarium according to our
regular rates.
4. To qualify, your article (on
paper and on a three-inch disk, if
possible) should reach us no later
than July 31, 1998. Please include
your complete address and telephone number (if any); your age; a
photo of yourself; a one-sentence bio
giving your occupation (student, homemaker, electrician, whatever); and your
Social Security number (if you live in the U.S.). Because of time considerations
and logistics, nothing sent to us can be returned.
5. Send your article to: AnchorPoints Contest, Adventist Review, 12501 Old
Columbia Pike, Silver Spring, MD 20904-6600, U.S.A.
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—Anita Shultz and Phil Shultz
PORTLAND, OREGON

New Drug for Smokers (cont.)

In response to Dr. Amott's letter about
Zyban (May NAD Edition):
I was a one-pack-a-day smoker for
10 years when I heard of Zyban. I had
tried nearly every kind of treatment,
with the most successful being quitting
cold turkey. I returned to smoking a
few weeks later.
When I took my Zyban two-month
prescription to the pharmacist and
they told me that it was $90 per
month and that the insurance company wouldn't pay for it, I put off getting the prescription filled for two
months. When I realized that in
those two months I had spent nearly
$150 on cigarettes anyway, I decided
to get the Zyban.
I was concerned about the seizure
warning as well, and I was very restless
during the first two weeks of taking
the Zyban, but that was the only side
effect. Within a week of taking my
first pill, my cigarettes started to taste
awful, and the only real desire I had
for them was from the mental addiction. I had no withdrawal symptoms
from the nicotine.
I have been free from cigarettes
for three months now. Although
that might not seem like a long time
to some, it is to someone who has
been smoking for 10 years. The
Zyban worked so well that I stayed
on it for only one month instead of
the recommended two. It cost $90
for me to quit smoking, and I have
already saved twice that much. I rec-

ommend it to every smoker I know.
—Heidi Carsten
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA
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Not "Relegated"

Regarding Rhoda Friend's May 14
letter: Please do not speak of teaching kindergarten Sabbath school
as something to which "intelligent,
wise, and gifted" women are
"relegated."
From my own experience—though
I am probably not what anyone
would consider intelligent, wise, or
gifted—I can say that nothing I have
ever done has been more beneficial
to my own spiritual growth than
preparing kindergarten, cradle roll,
and primary Sabbath school lessons
and programs. There are surely others
like me who have spent our best
years in those Sabbath school departments, have had the most fun, and
have been the most blessed. Now
that age and/or weariness prevents
continued work in those divisions, it
is difficult to find another area of
church work we can love as much.
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the law and the gospel.
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The Review welcomes your letters.
Short, specific letters are the most effective and have the best chance at being
published. Letters will be edited for space
and clarity only. Send correspondence to
Letters to the Editor, Adventist Review,
12501 Old Columbia Pike, Silver Spring,
MD 20904-6600; Internet:
Reviewmag@Adventist.org CompuServe
network: 74617,15 .
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NEXT WEEK
A Woman Named Ruth

so small you can miss the best
parts by reading it too fast.

A story

CO V ERPHOT OBY

deep insight, and last but not least,
such strong, positive Adventist theology and sense of Adventist roots
can be found in his articles that by
the end of each epistle my husband
and I find ourselves rejoicing that
we have the marvelous privilege of
being part of this great Advent
faith!
God bless Bill Knott! God bless
everyone at the Review!
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My mom and dad seem to think that just because people my age
say things differently and ask tough questions that we don't have
much of a relationship with God. That's not it at all. My parents
are the ones who taught me about Jesus in the first place. I
haven't forgotten. I'm just trying to make it my own.
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Why Should We?

ver soup and sandwiches in a midtown Alberta,
Canada, restaurant, my husband and I visited with
two thirtysomething friends from out of town. My
pastor-husband, Bob,
had married them, and
through the years we'd played together,
endured sadness with the closeness reminiscent of family, and rejoiced as they
became successful in well-paying
careers. Their visits were stimulating as
we had this unvoiced rule that discussions of any topic were fair game.
As we finished our sandwiches, Bob
leaned back in what he hoped was a
not-too-intense pose, and asked, "Are
you going to church?" With no pause between the end of the
question and the response, the wife leaned forward in an
intended intensity and asked, "Why should we?"
We could have answered, "Because it's the Sabbath"; "Because
we have the truth"; "Because your parents were Seventh-day
Adventists"; or "Because all of us need to worship God." But
those answers would not have been good enough. In fact, I don't
remember what we did say. Her question, though, haunted me.
Because we worked at Canadian University College, I knew
where to get some answers. I invited a group of young people to
our home (rather, I bribed them with dessert or a T-shirt or
something else of significant value) and asked them to answer
questions about the relevance of church attendance.
After some small talk, I asked the first question:
Why should you go to church?
One young woman said she knew she should go to church to
learn about God. Another person responded by saying he should
go so that he could bless others. Someone else said that "church
was for worship"; and another added, "To gain a blessing for
myself." Other responses were "It's the biblically correct thing to
do"; "For relationships, because they are a major part of our lives";
and "Because we are the ones who will take care of our church in
the future."
Good answers, I thought, and I was even more eager to hear
their answers to the next question.
Why do you go to church?
They began with rather pat replies, such as "For spiritual
growth" and "To hear God's guidance through the preacher," but
then they more openly added, "To see my friends"; "The music";
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and "My parents would be disappointed if I didn't." Other responses
were: "To discover the other more important reasons that God
keeps taking me back"; "To compare my faith with others";
"Because I love to meet my church family and praise God with them"; and "To
stimulate my thinking."
They're responding fairly openly, I
think. Now the third.
What do you expect from your
church?
First of all, they expected love.
Someone added friendship, another
said encouragement, then acceptance,
and "I expect happiness from a family
who is happy in Christ." One young
woman requested nonjudgmental attitudes, another wanted wisdom, and one of the guys said he wanted "the same that I give
and sometimes more."
"The reason I go to church is that I want something to pray
about," said one of the respondents. "I hope for guidance in a
lot of relevant issues," ventured another. A young man followed
with "I want to come out feeling good."
Thoughtful consideration of those answers would have been
a good idea, but this wasn't the time. And there was one more
question.
What are you willing to give your church?
"I want to give as much as possible," vowed a young woman.
Another said she wanted to liven it up, and a young man added
that he wanted to share what he believes. Other answers included
moral support; wisdom; and tithes and offerings. The last response
came from a young man who had just received his acceptance
into Loma Linda's dental school. "I will try to bring as many
people as I can. I'll give my time and my talents. All
our church really needs is more life with more
people."
Time well spent, I thought as the students
left. The first question, "Why should we?" can
be answered with right answers—and quickly.
The last one, "What are you willing to
give?" requires a commitment that only
we, individually, can give. It's the time
and talent promise, the commitment
to bring as many people as I can, that
is all our church really needs.

I expect happiness
from a church
family that is
happy in Christ. ---
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For the Least of These

T

hey came from the East and West, from America's
heartland and the foothills of the Rocky
Mountains, from large Northern cities and the
farmlands of the South.
In all, 24 major faith leaders, educators, and government representatives, including a White
House staffer, came together this past March to
a summit conference on poverty, to make a
commitment to address the plight of North
America's poor.
Episcopalians and Evangelicals, Mormons
and Muslims, Orthodox and Unitarians, all
gathered near Carbondale, Illinois, at the
invitation of former United States senator
Paul Simon, who now directs the Institute for
Public Policy at Southern Illinois University.
The think tank brought together a diverse
group of thought leaders, including Pat
Robertson, founder of the 700 Club television
Paul Simon
ministry; Wallace D. Mohammed, leader of the
Muslim American Society; and Jose Rojas, director of volunteerism for the North American Division, who represented the
Adventist Church. Next year the group wants to hold a dialog
with congressional representatives in Washington, D.C.
During the March meeting, the religious leaders engaged in
round-table discussions and hammered out a proposed agenda to
help government, the private sector, and religious communities
jointly and separately impact poverty in North America.
U.S. Census Bureau statistics show that 36.5 million persons
(13.7 percent of the population) had incomes below official
poverty guidelines ($15,600 for a family of four) in 1996, little
change from the previous year.'
While 16 million Whites (8.6 percent) fell below the poverty
line, 9.7 million Blacks (28.4 percent, or more than one in four)
and 8.7 million Hispanics (nearly one in three) did so in 1996.
Approximately 14.5 million children under age 18 (20.5
percent, or more than one in every five) and 5 million children
under age 6 (22.5 percent, or nearly one in every four) suffered
under the bondage of poverty.'
Despite America's unprecedented prosperity, no other
Western industrialized nation has such a high percentage of its
people living in poverty. Simon believes that many more people will inevitably suffer as the economy slows down and the
welfare system is phased out.'
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In a Statement of Common Commitment, which was
circulated to the press and public officials, the coalition called on
federal and state governments to initiate a program of guaranteed
temporary job opportunities for those who cannot find private-sector employment. Such a program should also include a screening
process to identify those who need remedial
help to strengthen their literacy skills.
The six-page document also encourages
congregations to move beyond a sporadic,
field-trip approach to ministry. The statement
calls on congregations to evaluate carefully
what they can systematically do to impact
poverty, both individually or by partnering
with other faith groups.
Suggested projects that churches might
consider include offering free professional
services when needed, providing volunteer
mentoring or tutoring services, seeking
employment on behalf of an ex-convict,
offering transportation and child care for
those seeking work, providing part-time work for a disabled
person, making transitional shelter for the needy, establishing links and support networks with inner-city congregations who are poor, placing some investment dollars at the
service of the poor.
While many Adventist congregations have a rich tradition
of helping others, we should always take the opportunity to
restudy our commitment to the needy. In light of changing
times, we too must reevaluate what we're doing. Can we do
more? Can we impact more people, update our methods and
program, partner with other ministries, or experiment with
new creative programs?
Only with a sacrificial commitment will those in need
truly be able to tell us, "I was an hungred, and ye
gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I
was a stranger, and ye took me in: naked, and ye
clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I
was in prison, and ye came unto me"
(Matt. 25:35, 36).
' U.S. Bureau of the Census, March 1997
Current Population Survey.

'Ibid.
Statement of Common Commitment
(unpublished manuscript), p. 1.

ADVENTIST LIFE

My daughter Victoria, like most 3year-olds, is always looking for an
excuse not to go to sleep. On any
given night her excuses might sound
like this: "I'm hungry"; "I don't like
my bed anymore"; "I haven't brushed
my teeth yet"; "I need to use the bathroom." My personal favorite is "You and
Daddy have no one to sleep with."
Her latest ploy to stay out of her bed I
can only look on as inspired. On occasional
nights when we might be tempted to skip worship and fall into bed from sheer
exhaustion, her cry is "We haven't had worship yet!" She will not settle for a prayer
only—there must be at least two songs, a memory verse, and individual prayers. In
Victoria's mind this might be just another delay tactic, but I am convinced that the
Holy Spirit is using her to remind my husband and me where our priorities lie.
—Marcia Getfield, Huntsville, Alabama

When my children were small, we enjoyed listening to the Sojourners, a gospel
quartet from Oregon. One day I was reading the Bible aloud for worship and came
to Psalm 39:12: "I am a stranger with thee, and a sojourner."
"Look at that!" I remarked to the children. "The Sojourners are in the Bible!"
"Oh!" 10-year-old Melissa said excitedly. "Are the Heritage Singers in there too?"
LITTLE FOOTPRINTS, BIG FOOTPRINTS

Little footprints
Fresh-tilled garden soil
Next to big footprints.
Two big little steps
Next to one little big step . . .
Walkin' with
my boy
Heart is full
of joy.
Rain clouds
Water drops
Thunder clapping
nearby .

—Susan Davis,

Boring, Oregon

One evening my grandson's daddy brought home a video titled Superman.
Mama became alarmed at the video's content and said, "Kevin, turn that off. No
more Superman. It's bad for little boys."
Early the next morning Kevin, age 3, bounded down the stairs to the television
and inserted the questionable video. I happened to be visiting, so I stopped Kevin
to have a little chat. "Now, Kevin," I said, "you know your mommy doesn't want
you to watch Superman. You want Jesus to put good things and good pictures into
your mind, don't you?"
"But Grandma," Kevin retorted innocently, "I want some bad, too!"
—Joanne Foss, Yuma, Arizona

DID THE DISCIPLES DRIVE A HONDA?

Big tug from a little hand
Two arms stretched up high
Little heart thumpty-thump
Arms clasped round my neck.
All is right.
It's OK.
Big footprints
Fresh-tilled garden soil.
—Bill Scott, Fort White, Florida
MOTO MESSAGE: Our license plate contest has long since passed, but we liked this late
submission from Helen Stiles, whose Honda Accord is here parked at Pacific Press

Photo by Lori Scott

Publishing Association in Nampa, Idaho.
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Courting Trouble
Lawsuits vs. God's Way to Conflict Resolution
BY BRIAN JONES

L

OOKING DOWN THE AGES TO OUR DAY,
Jesus said, "Because lawlessness will abound, the
love of many will grow cold." "Then many will be
offended, will betray one another, and will hate
one another" (Matt. 24:12, 10, NKJV).
This general atrophy of love and quickness to take
offense underlies all the other disturbing signs of our society's deterioration. One expression of that declining love is
the proliferation of lawsuits between individuals. Taught
from the schoolyard to "take care of yourself," hundreds of
thousands of Americans each year launch lawsuits against
real or imagined adversaries.
Especially alarming is the increase of rancorous lawsuits
between church members, a trend that sows discord and
division in God's family and blunts its witness to the world.
Litigation between members can also spawn offshoots of disaffected persons who have felt wronged by other members
and are convinced that the denomination has apostatized
because of a perceived departure from divine counsel against
believers' suing one another.
As any day's headlines will reveal, litigation is expensive
and stressful. Seldom do people engage in it unless they have
felt deeply wronged and offended. But when one Christian
sues another, God's method for settling conflicts between
believers has usually been overlooked or rejected.
Disobedience to divine counsel on this point is not new.
Consider Corinth. Among other failings for which the apostle
Paul admonished them, the first-century Corinthian believers
were prone to take legal action against one another. With
characteristic directness, Paul protested: "When one of you
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has a grievance against a brother, does he dare to go to law
before the unrighteous instead of the saints? Do you not know
that the saints will judge the world? And if the world is to be
judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases? Do
you not know that we are to judge angels? How much more,
matters pertaining to this life! If then you have such cases,
why do you lay them before those who are least esteemed by
the church? I say this to your shame. Can it be that there is
no man among you wise enough to decide between members
of the brotherhood, but brother goes to law against brother,
and that before unbelievers? To have lawsuits at all with one
another is defeat for you. Why not rather suffer wrong? Why
not rather be defrauded?" (1 Cor. 6:1-7, RSV).
Paul, writing under the Spirit's inspiration, felt strongly
about this matter. He even went so far as to say that it's better for Christians to let themselves be wronged and cheated
without any redress than to sue one another. Abiding by
that counsel demands a high degree of self-transcendence
and forgiveness that only Christ's love can inspire.
Seventh-day Adventists also have Spirit of Prophecy guidance on this question. "When troubles arise in the church we
should not go for help to lawyers not of our faith. God does
not desire us to open church difficulties before those who do
not fear Him. He would not have us depend for help on
those who do not obey His requirements. Those who trust in
such counselors show that they have not faith in God. By
their lack of faith the Lord is greatly dishonored, and their
course works greatly to the injury of themselves. In appealing
to unbelievers to settle difficulties in the church they are biting and devouring one another, 'to be consumed one of

another' (Gal. 5:15).
"These men cast
aside the counsel God
has given, and do the
very things He has bidden them not to do.
They show that they
have chosen the world
as their judge, and in
heaven their names are
registered as one with
unbelievers. Christ is
crucified afresh, and put
to open shame. Let
these men know that
God does not hear their
prayers. They insult His
holy name, and He will
leave them to the buffetings of Satan until
they shall see their folly
and seek the Lord by
confession of their sin.
"Matters connected
with the church are to
be kept within its own
borders. If a Christian is abused, he is
to take it patiently; if defrauded, he is
not to appeal to the courts of justice.
Rather let him suffer loss and wrong.
God will deal with the unworthy
church member who defrauds his
brother or the cause of God; the
Christian need not contend for his
rights. God will deal with the one who
violates these rights. 'Vengeance is
mine, I will repay, saith the Lord'
(Rom. 12:19). An account is kept of
all these matters, and for all the Lord
declares that He will avenge. He will
bring every work into judgment."'
Scripture continually exhorts us to
let Jesus be our example in all things,
including the way we deal with injustice (1 Peter 2:21). When He was
reviled, "He . . . did not revile in
return; when He suffered, He did not
threaten, but committed Himself to
Him who judges righteously" (verse
23, NKJV). This scripture is well
known. Why, then, do many believers
exhibit little maturity and patience in
dealing with conflicts, especially with
fellow members?
Twenty years of pastoral experience
have led me to identify several factors

that may account for this:
■ a lack of intimate connection
with Christ
■ a weak prayer life
■ little practical experience in
God's Word
■ preoccupation with the pain and
humiliation of offenses suffered.
Other related reasons could undoubtedly be cited. But any one or more of
the above could make it easy, perhaps
inevitable, to adopt the vindictive attitudes and practices of the world.
Each of us is tested on this point at
some moment in our Christian lives.
Jesus declared that none of us can
escape offenses and mistreatment. He
pronounced a woe, however, not on
victims of offense, but on perpetrators
(Luke 17:1, 2).
Christians generally, and Seventhday Adventists in particular, need a
deep, growing conversion that enables
us to resolve conflicts in God's way.
We must also bring a clear theology of
reconciliation to the forefront of our
church experience. This means more
than the gathering of half a dozen
Bible texts to prove that we should be
at peace with one another. What is

required is a fully-developed understanding of
God's method for settling
differences. Scriptural
principles must be highlighted and observed in
the same way as we should
practice other doctrinal
beliefs such as tithing,
Sabbath observance, and
health reform.'
It's beyond the scope of
this article to present a
complete plan for dealing
redemptively with conflicts between church
members, but a few foundational principles can be
offered. These principles
apply equally to potential
plaintiffs and defendants
in lawsuits between
believers.
1. Above all other considerations, seek God's
glory first (see 1 Peter
4:11; 1 Cor. 10:31).
2. Remember that true love (agape)
"suffers long and is kind . . . does not
envy . . . does not seek its own" (1
Cor. 13:4, 5, NKJV).
3. Search your own heart to see if
you have given needless offense to
anyone. Don't be above admitting that
you might have provoked another to
take legal action against you.
4. Examine your own motives for
seeking justice. Is your primary motive
to avoid pain and loss, injury and
insult, or is it to reclaim an erring
brother or sister in Christ? Does the
desire for revenge color your actions?
5. Follow Christ's method and spirit
of conflict resolution. Do not be selfrighteous or condemnatory. Confront
the issues openly in a spirit of love (see
Matt. 18:15-17; Gal. 6:1, 2).
Because it is God's intention that
all who accept the gospel of peace be
committed, in partnership with Christ,
to a ministry of reconciliation (see 2
Cor. 5:19-21), must we then be acquiescent to injustices done to ourselves
or others? Not at all. But it means we
are to approach wrongdoers in a redemptive spirit that honors each person's best
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Another Angle

ject your family and others to what can amount to considerable financial damage. There may be tax implications. Or
some creditor may be coming after your house or property.
By Marla 0. Anderson, talking to Roy Adams
Now, if somebody simply owes you a sum of money and you
know you can walk away without it severely impacting your famiThe matter of litigation between church members can
become exceedingly complex in today's society. This fact
ly's welfare, that's one thing. But if you have some entangled
emerges, we think, in the following piece, gleaned from an
business relationship, with tax implications and large debts and
earlier interview with Judge Marla 0. Anderson.—Editors.
creditors—things of that nature—then you may want to have
these matters resolved in the proper way: through the courts.
Adams: What do you think about Adventists taking one
Keep in mind that it's not just to make a point or seek revenge,
another to court?
but to protect yourself and your family from significant and irreparable harm.
Anderson: It really depends on why they're
Are you familiar with the arbitration system
going to court. Is it out of revenge, out of
within the church?
anger? Or are they peaceably trying to resolve
Not that much. But I think it's an avenue
a matter that is too costly to walk away from?
that should be tried. It's always better, if possiThere are all kinds of quarrels and disagreements among members—both major and
ble, to have fellow members assist you to
minor—that ought to remain within the church.
resolve a matter before resorting to the courts.
Such things ought not to be exposed before
However, you may have a member who is very
stubborn, someone who is not willing to work
the general public.
through that system, then the only remaining
But there are some things that I think
Marla Anderson
avenue may be the courts. If you cannot get
require intervention, simply because they're so
remedy
through
the informal process, and the matter is suflarge. Let's say, for example, that two members are in a
ficiently
serious,
then you may need to go one step further.
business partnership and the business is about to dissolve.
They can subject their families and everyone else to large
How about the church itself? Over what sort of issues
tax liabilities and a variety of other governmental intrusions
might it go to court against its own member?
(depending on how the business is structured) if matters are
The church has to take a hard look at why it's suing. Is it
not properly resolved. If they can't agree on how to dissolve
just to make a point? Or is there some important aspect of
or otherwise terminate the business (and sometimes even if
the institution that needs protection? What is the harm to
they can agree), there might be wisdom in resorting to the
the church if the suit is not brought versus the good anticicourts to ensure that matters are resolved fairly and for the
pated if it goes to law? Can it simply take the loss and walk
away? Or is the matter so entangled as to need a court to
good of all concerned.
disentangle it? I think these are the relevant questions.
How do you feel about Paul's injunction that Christians
And again, it is a weighing process of the harm versus
should not take one another to court, but rather suffer loss?
It's sometimes better to suffer loss. Yet one needs to
the good that can result.
ask what are the legal and personal implications if the matter goes unsettled. In this age of large business deals and
Marla 0. Anderson is a municipal court judge in Monterey,
agreements—having to do with property and other large
California. Roy Adams is an associate editor of the
investments—you have to decide whether it's wise to subAdventist Review.

interests, whether "victim" or "offender." It's not redemptive to condone or
ignore wrongdoing. Under the lid of
such silent complicity, resentment
often seethes. For this reason Scripture
counsels: "Do not hate your brother in
your heart. Rebuke your neighbor
frankly so you will not share in his
guilt" (Lev. 19:17, NIV; cf. Eze. 3:1721; Luke 17:3, 4; 2 Tim. 4:2). "Open
rebuke is better than secret love"
(Prov. 27:5).
How, then, should individual church
members or the congregation deal with
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those whose conduct is unethical or
even illegal? Certainly the steps Jesus
outlined in Matthew 18:15-17 should be
followed diligently.3 It is significant that
Jesus gave this counsel immediately after
announcing His mission to seek and
save the lost. He compared His joy in
successfully accomplishing this mission
to the delight of a shepherd who has rescued his lost sheep (see verses 11-14).
Understanding the context of Jesus' oftquoted statements in Matthew 18
should inspire our resolve to carry out
any work of correction in a thoroughly
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restorative, Christlike manner.
Every effort to achieve resolution
and reconciliation must include certain basic elements:
■ Define the issue of concern clearly
to yourself.
■ Prayerfully prepare to speak to
the one who you believe has done
wrong.
■ Kindly and courteously state your
position to the offending person.
■ Listen carefully and respectfully
to the reply.
■ Try to understand the other's

point of view.
■ If you continue to believe that
you are in the right and the other person is in the wrong but can't come to
an agreement, then take one or two
mature fellow believers who will help
you discuss this issue further with the
person concerned.
This last stage of intervention
doesn't invariably justify the complainant's position. Additional counselors are called in at this point to
help evaluate the issues and determine
whether the problem is with the
accuser, the accused, or with both.
The complaint may be discovered to
be groundless; the issue may originate in a misunderstanding. It may
be a matter of perception rather
than principle, and not an actual
wrongdoing. Jesus' method of mediation is designed both to protect the
innocent and to call the guilty to
account, with justice and compassion toward all.
Jesus further allows that if the
accused person is in the wrong but
refuses to acknowledge his or her
offense, the matter should then be
brought before the church body for a
decision. According to Seventh-day
Adventist polity, based on Matthew
18, this should occur in two stages,
beginning with the church board as
the next level of mediation. If the
efforts of the board prove fruitless, then
the case should be brought for a decision before a duly called business meeting of the whole congregation. Those
against whom allegations are brought
must be given full and respectful
opportunity to speak for themselves.
If the Scripturally-guided judgment of
the body is that the accused is in the
wrong, then he or she should be admonished or disciplined in line with church
policy by reprimand or disfellowshipment, according to the seriousness of the
offense. These proceedings are never to
be conducted with the atmosphere of an
inquisition, however. If the congregation's goals are to establish truth and
peace, the likelihood of resolution and
reconciliation is greatly enhanced.
"Let the members of the church, as
the representatives of Christ, unite in

prayer and loving entreaty that the
offender may be restored. The Holy
Spirit will speak through His servants,
pleading with the wanderer to return
to God. Paul the apostle, speaking by
inspiration, says, 'As though God did
beseech you by us: we pray you in
Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God'
(2 Cor. 5:20). He who rejects this
united overture has broken the tie that
binds him to Christ, and thus has severed himself from the fellowship of the
church. Henceforth, said Jesus, let him

Jesus did not say
"Blessed are
the righteous
plaintiffs."
be unto thee as an heathen man and a
publican.' But he is not to be regarded
as cut off from the mercy of God. Let
him not be despised or neglected by his
former brethren, but be treated with
tenderness and compassion, as one of
the lost sheep that Christ is still seeking to bring to His fold."4
One additional matter requires consideration. We are reminded on every
side that this is a litigious age. From the
temporal standpoint, the church is a
huge corporation with considerable
financial resources. It is no wonder that
at times Satan would move upon some
disgruntled individuals to sue the
denomination or one of its institutions
for colossal sums of money. Though the
church must live in a material world, its
final witness must be a spiritual one. We
have only one ultimate protection
against such assaults. God revealed it to
Moses in these words: "But if you indeed
obey His [the Saviour's] voice and do all
that I speak, then I will be an enemy to
your enemies and an adversary to your
adversaries" (Ex. 23:22, NKJV). A clear
example of this is Balaam's inability to
conjure up a curse on Israel when the
nation was living in obedience to God.
But when Israel was seduced into depart-

ing from His laws, the nation became
vulnerable to the enemy's attack.
Faithfulness does not automatically
guarantee protection against all injustice done to either individuals or to the
body of Christ. But when we are faithful to Bible principles, the Lord will
diminish the force of the enemy's blows
and ultimately render them powerless
(Luke 10:19). As believers we are
called to something more significant
than simply escaping injustice: we are
also to avoid being inflictors of harm.
To this end, church members do well
to resolve that, by God's grace, our
lives will be permeated with the
golden rule: "Whatever you wish
that men would do to you, do so to
them; for this is the law and the
prophets" (Matt. 7:12, RSV). If we
cherish this principle in all its bearings, "justice" will "roll down like
waters, and righteousness like an
ever-flowing stream" (Amos 5:24,
RSV). If biblical and Spirit of
Prophecy principles are followed, then
there will be little occasion for church
members suing one another, or their
denomination, or members of other
denominations. Each of us is called by
our participation in Christ's body to
the role of peacemaker and conciliator.
After all, Jesus did not say "Blessed
are the righteous plaintiffs," but rather
"Blessed are the peacemakers: for they
shall be called the children of God"
(Matt. 5:9). ■
' Ellen G. White, Manuscript Releases, vol. 5,
pp. 410, 411.
'See Ken Sande, "Peacemaker Seminar—
Learning How to Resolve Conflict Biblically."
This is available from the Institute of Christian
Conciliation, 1537 Avenue D, Suite 352,
Billings, Montana 59102. Phone: (406) 2561583. Sande's seminar is perhaps the best material that exists on this subject. Its clarity, depth,
and balance are exemplary and authoritative.
In matters of child abuse or other dangerous
crimes, prompt reporting to the proper authorities is biblically right and legally required. (See
Rom. 13:1-5; Titus 3:1.)
' Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 441.

Brian Jones is pastor of the
Berkeley Springs, West
Virginia, Seventh-day
Adventist Church.
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What's in a Name?
Attorney Walter Carson talks about why the
name of the Adventist Church must
be protected.
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BY BILL KNOTT

H

IS BROW FURROWS AS HE
stares out the conference room window at the clouds piling up in the
blue Maryland sky.
"Whenever the church leadership concludes that we have to use the legal system to defend the good name of the church, we
get a lot of mail," he says slowly. "Not only is there a cultural
distrust of the court system in America, but Adventists have
even greater reasons for being wary of litigation.
"Our serious approach to Scripture, particularly Matthew
18 and 1 Corinthians 6, means that we will always have
reservations about using the court system under even the
most clear-cut circumstances."
For Walter Carson, a lawyer working in the Office of
General Counsel at church headquarters, the issues that
swirl around the uses and misuses of the name of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church are weighty and troubling.
"We receive letters that inform us that by applying for and
receiving trademark protection for the name of the church,
we have fulfilled prophecies from the book of Revelation," he
adds. "In the thinking of these sincere members, we have
applied for protection to 'the beast' and have formed an
image to it. Trying to protect the good name of the church
through the legal system from those who would abuse it is
just another evidence to these members of how the church
has corrupted itself."
Carson has worked in the General Conference Office of
General Counsel for 21 years and is the department's "go-to"
person on issues of trademark protection and intellectual
property rights. Along with other members of the six-member staff, he has been involved in several pivotal cases that
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have affected the opportunity of dissident groups to use the name "Seventh-day
Adventist" to describe themselves. A February
1996 decision by the U.S. Trademark Trial and Appeal
Board of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office confirmed
the church's trademark registration of the name "Seventhday Adventist" and allows the church exclusive use of the
name "Adventist" as well.
"The perspective that my colleagues and I share along
with church leadership is that these are really matters of
stewardship," says Carson. "When the name 'Seventh-day
Adventist' was taken by Sabbathkeeping Adventists as their
official name, there were a host of implications for the
future, some of which were comprehended by those who
voted the action.
"To that point, title to property had only been held by individuals: beginning in 1863, it could be held by a legal corporation functioning as an arm of the church. Without a formal
organization or an officially-approved ministerial force, disaffected or self-appointed preachers could represent themselves as
being fully Adventist.
"Both of those issues are still with us, as some of the litigation we are involved in will show," he adds. "Can a dissident group or breakaway pastors legitimately use the name
`Seventh-day Adventist' to describe a ministry when they
have removed themselves from the worldwide fellowship of
the church that bears that name? We think not."
At issue in the U.S. District Court of New York at present is a case involving an unincorporated group that separated itself from the Immanuel Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Brooklyn. Taking the name "Emmanuel
Seventh-day Adventist Church," the group has also filed a

suit to claim tithes and offerings
belonging to the established
Adventist congregation organized
with the Greater New York Conference. Conference leaders are
responding to the civil case in a state
court, while the General Conference
has filed suit on the trademark
infringement issue in Federal court.
"Some Adventists might feel that
we would do well to ignore these abuses," Carson says. "They are content
to say, let God work out the problems.' But there is a moral—and
even monetary—value to the name
of the church, as suits like this one
show. A name may not be tangible,
but it has a distinct value in the
marketplace of ideas. The damaging
publicity that attended the Waco
tragedy some years ago, in which
the Koresh group was incorrectly
linked with the Seventh-day
Adventist Church, created great
confusion in the public mind.
"A name, particularly the name of a
faith community, identifies it and its
value system as distinct from all others. Those who would co-opt that
name or trade on its potential for
goodwill are acting unethically and
illegally. They confuse the public, the
media, and, at times, even our own
members."
Carson expresses mild amusement at
the contradictory attitudes that some
Adventists have toward their denomination's involvement in litigation.
"When the church files a lawsuit to
protect the rights of an Adventist
employee who has been discriminated
against or fired for Sabbathkeeping,
there is little except applause.
Similarly, when this office has filed
amicus (friend of the court) briefs in
high-profile legal cases that affect the
constitutional rights of Adventists and
other religious adherents, this is perceived as a legitimate activity by most,
if not all, Adventists.
"But protecting the good name of
the church through litigation troubles
many Adventists," he says, noting that
an average of nearly 10 situations arise
each year that require some response
from his office. "Our first response is to

attempt a brotherly approach to those
who are no longer acting brotherly. We
ask them to discontinue their use of a
name that they no longer bear as a
result of their choices. Most of the
time, the only response we receive to
our request is 'We'll do what we want.'
"Both Matthew 18 and 1 Corinthians 6 address the negative influence
of adversarial, brother versus brother
lawsuits," Carson notes (see "Courting

Our goal is to
resolve all
differences at the
lowest level possible.
Trouble," page 8, for a fuller discussion).
"But both also imply a time when the
dissenting brother is no longer acting
like a brother who recognizes the
authority of the church to resolve
issues, and is a candidate for a different
kind of response from the church.
"These decisions are made carefully
and, I would add, prayerfully, with full

counsel from the General Conference
leadership. Our goal is consistent with
the biblical counsel to resolve all differences at the lowest level possible
and thus preserve the opportunity for
improved relationships in the future."
Carson anticipates more cases
involving the name of the church to
emerge in the months ahead. "The
explosion of information and business
represented by the growth of the
Internet will bring many complex
issues to the fore," he says. "We
aren't yet clear on how the laws protecting the use of the church's name
will apply to electronic media or to
the various websites that describe
themselves as Adventist. Our goal is
to faithfully apply the principles of
our work so that the name Seventhday Adventist continues to have a
clear, unambiguous meaning to the
public and in the minds of all who
hold this church dear." ■

Bill Knott is an associate editor of the Adventist
Review.
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BY ELLEN G. WHITE

NEW COMMANDMENT I GIVE UNTO
you, That ye love one another: as I have loved
you, that ye also love one another. By this shall
all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye
have love one to another." These words are not
the words of man, but the words of our Redeemer; and how
important it is that we fulfill the instruction that He has
given!
There is nothing that can so weaken the influence of the
church as the lack of love. Christ says, "Behold, I send you
forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as
serpents, and harmless as doves." If we are to meet opposition from our enemies, who are represented as wolves, let us
be careful that we do not manifest the same spirit among
ourselves. The enemy well knows that if we do not have
love one for another, he can gain his object, and wound and
weaken the church, by causing differences among brethren.
He can lead them to surmise evil, to speak evil, to accuse,
condemn, and hate one another. In this way the cause of
God is brought into dishonor, the name of Christ is
reproached, and untold harm is done to the souls of men.
How careful we should be, that our words and actions are all

A

lives of half-hearted professors that retard the work of the
truth, and bring darkness upon the church of God.
There is no surer way of weakening ourselves in spiritual
things, than to be envious, suspicious of one another, full of
fault-finding and evil surmising. "This wisdom descendeth not
from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. But
the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable,
gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits,
without partiality, and without hypocrisy. And the fruit of
righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace."
God would have us individually come into that position
where He can bestow His love upon us. He has placed a high
value upon man, and has redeemed us by the sacrifice of His
only begotten Son, and we are to see in our fellow-man the
purchase of the blood of Christ. If we have this love one for
another, we shall be growing in love for God and the truth.
We have been pained at heart to see how little love is cherished in our midst. Love is a plant of heavenly origin, and if
we would have it flourish in our hearts, we must cultivate it
daily. Mildness, gentleness, long-suffering, not being easily
provoked, bearing all things, enduring all things—these are

,

i

in harmony with the sacred truth that God has committed to
us! The people of the world are looking to us, to see what our
faith is doing for our characters and lives. They are watching to
see if it is having a sanctifying effect on our hearts, if we are
becoming changed into the likeness of Christ. They are ready
to discover every defect in our lives, every inconsistency in our
actions. Let us give them no occasion to reproach our faith.
It is not the opposition of the world that will most
endanger us; it is the evil cherished right in our midst that
works our most grievous disaster. It is the unconsecrated
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the fruits upon the precious tree of love.
When you are associated together, be guarded in your
words. Let your conversation be of such a nature that you will
have no need of repentance. "Grieve not the Holy Spirit of
God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption." "A
good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth
good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth
forth evil things." If the love of the truth is in your heart, you
will talk of the truth. You will talk of the blessed hope that
you have in Jesus. If you have love in your heart, you will seek

us again. Christ has said: "I say unto
you, That every idle word that men
shall speak, they shall give account
thereof in the day of judgment. For by
thy words thou shalt be justified, and
by thy words thou shalt be condemned." In view of this, let your
words be of such a character that they
will meet the approval of God. When
we see errors in others, let us remem-

The work of building one another up
in the most holy faith is a blessed work;
but the work of tearing down is a work
full of bitterness and sorrow. Christ
identifies Himself with His suffering
children; for He says, "Inasmuch as ye
have done it unto one of the least of
these my brethren, ye have done it unto
me." If all would carry out the instruction given by Christ, what love and
unity would exist among His followers!
Every heart has its own sorrows and
disappointments, and we should seek to
lighten one another's burdens by manifesting the love of Jesus to those
around us. If our conversation were
upon heaven and heavenly things, evilspeaking would soon cease to have any
attraction for us. We would not then

be placing our feet on the enemy's dangerous ground. We would not then be
entering into temptation, or falling
under the power of the evil one.
Instead of finding fault with others,
let us be critical with ourselves. The
question with each one of us should
be, Is my heart right before God? Will
this course of action glorify my Father
which is in heaven? If you have cherished a wrong spirit, let it be
banished from the soul. It is
your duty to eradicate from
your heart everything that is
of a defiling nature; every
root of bitterness should be
plucked up, lest others be
contaminated by its baleful
influence. Do not allow one
poisonous plant to remain in
the soil of your heart. Root
it out this very hour, and
plant in its stead the plant
of love. Let Jesus be
enshrined in the soul.
Christ is our example. He
went about doing good. He
lived to bless others. Love
beautified and ennobled all
His actions, and we are
commanded to follow in His
steps. Let us remember that
God sent His only begotten
Son to this world of sorrow,
to "redeem us from all iniquity, and to purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works." Let us seek to
comply with the requirement of God,
and fulfill His law. "Love is the fulfilling of the law," and He who died that
we might live has given us this commandment, that we should love one
another as He has loved us; and the
world will know that we are His disciples, if we have this love one for
another. ■

This article first appeared in
the June 5, 1888, edition of
the Advent Review and
Sabbath Herald.
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ber that we have faults graver, perhaps,
in the sight of God, than the fault we
condemn in our brother. Instead of
publishing his defects, ask God to bless
him, and to help him to overcome his
error. Christ will approve of this spirit
and action, and will open the way for
you to speak a word of wisdom that
will impart strength and help to him
who is weak in the faith.
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to establish and build up your brother
in the most holy faith. If a word is
dropped that is detrimental to the character of your friend or brother, do not
encourage this evil-speaking. It is the
work of the enemy. Kindly remind the
speaker that the word of God forbids
that kind of conversation. We are to
empty the heart of everything that
defiles the soul temple, that Christ may
dwell within. Our Redeemer has
told us how we may reveal Him
to the world. If we cherish His
Spirit, if we manifest His love to
others, if we guard one another's
interests, if we are kind, patient,
forbearing, the world will have
an evidence by the fruits we bear,
that we are the children of God.
It is the unity in the church that
enables it to exert a conscious
influence upon unbelievers and
worldlings. . . .
God does not want us to
place ourselves upon the judgment-seat, and judge each other.
But how frequently this is done!
Oh! how careful we should be
lest we judge our brother. We are
assured that as we judge, we
shall be judged; that as we mete
to others, it shall be measured to
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People We Love to liNTE
It's not only our enemies who give us grief.
Sometimes we do it to ourselves.

BY JACK BOHANNON
N SPITE OF THE WARM MUGGY NIGHT IN
central Florida, Janie shivered as she lay down on the
straw in the old barn. The Forest Lake Academy campus was quiet; we had apparently slipped out of the
dorm undetected. Even so, we weren't worried; the
security officer was aware of our "arrangement" and had chosen to be in another part of the campus.
In the dim light of the loft I could make out the shadowy
figures of the other two couples. As I lay down beside Janie,
it soon became apparent that she wasn't "that kind of girl."
We got up, climbed down from the loft, walked to the rendezvous point, and waited for the other couples before
returning to the dorms.

I

A Confidence Betrayed

A few nights before, after a Friday night meeting, we had
left the auditorium and walked the "students' march" (during
which we walked as slowly as possible) out to the sidewalk,
where the sidewalk in front of the Administration Building
intersected with the campus sidewalk. At the sundial that
marked the intersection, the unwritten but stringently
enforced maneuver had the boys walk on the left and the girls
pass to the right as they walked to their respective dormitories.
That Friday night we three couples had walked straight
ahead, past the sundial and onto the grass. We paused there
and talked briefly. The other two boys did most of the talking. The idea was simple: we six would slip out at night, go
down to the old barn, and spend a few hours together—
unchaperoned. As the plan unfolded, I was astonished to
realize that I was the key element in the scheme. Not only
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was I the senior class president (my graduation was only
three weeks away), but I was the "head monitor" (student
assistant dean) in the boys' dormitory. The security officer
and I were the only students who carried keys to the rear
entrance of the boys' dorm.
When I hesitated, the other boys took up the dorm students' rallying cry: "Two, four, six, eight, who do we love to
hate? Miss Stonebumer!" It was common in the dorm to
despise the deans and accuse them (falsely) of all sorts of
bizarre behavior. However, both Edna Stonebumer and
Kenneth Davis had been good to me. Worst of all, the
school, my graduating class, and the dean had placed a great
deal of trust in me.
I found myself shaking with fright and guilt. However,
peer pressure (and the girls' consent) ruled the day—or at
least that night.
As nearly always happens on an academy campus, we
were found out and reported to the principal. As the story
unfolded, the administration was horrified to find that the
plot included the senior class president, the junior class president, the night watchman, the niece of the academy treasurer—plus five other students.
We spent hours in the principal's office—singly and collectively—expecting the ax to fall. Except for the intervention
of the two deans, Miss Stonebumer and Mr. Davis, and the
senior class sponsor, Mrs. Kirstein, all of us would have been
expelled from school and not allowed to take our final exams.
After several days of negotiations, I was allowed ro march
with my class and graduate. However, I could not participate in
any public way. My role was to keep a low profile. The senior
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ADVENTISTS AND LUTHERANS
IN CONVERSATION
About This Report
We Seventh-day Adventists have a distinct message and mission to the
world, encapsulated in Revelation 14:6-12. Therefore, we have not joined the ecumenical movement and do not intend to do so.
However, we welcome contact with other Christians and Christian organizations. We seek always to be open and fair in our dealings with others, to represent
their views accurately, and to be understood ourselves in like manner. This is in
keeping with Ellen White's counsels that we should pray not only for ministers of
other churches, but also with them (Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 78). Likewise, a longstanding position of the church found in the General Conference Working Policy
(1997/1998) unequivocally speaks of "other Christian churches" and recognizes
"those agencies that lift up Christ before men as a part of the divine plan for evangelization of the world" (Section 0 100).
For the past four years Adventists have been engaged in official conversations with the Lutheran World Federation. The report that follows gives the background to these discussions, the topics covered, areas of agreement and disagreement, and recommendations. We present it here as a resource for Seventh-day
Adventists to understand better both their own faith and the faith of many
Lutheran friends and neighbors.
The report was voted unanimously by the Lutheran and Adventist representatives at Cartigny, Switzerland, on May 15, 1998. It will be up to each administrative body—the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists and the Lutheran
World Federation—to decide what action, if any, to take with regard to the report.
It is planned that the scholarly papers on which the four years of conversation were based will be released within the next 12 months as a book of some 300
pages published jointly by Adventists and Lutherans.
— The Editors.
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ADVENTISTS AND LUTHERANS
IN CONVERSATION
Report of the Bilateral Conversations
Between the
Lutheran World Federation
and the
Seventh-day Adventist Church
1994-1998

Preamble

million members more than 95 percent of today's
Lutheranism. In Northern Europe Lutheran churches

While the Seventh-day Adventist Church (SDA)

are still regarded as national or "folk" churches.

with its 10 million members is a comparatively strong

Lutheran concentration is likewise strong in Germany

Christian denomination, it is extraordinary in its

and in some parts of North America. Strong Lutheran

worldwide missionary thrust. Rooted in more than 200

churches are also found in many parts of Africa and, to

countries, the SDA is today the most widespread

a lesser extent, in Asia and South America. For the

Protestant denomination. The nineteenth-century ori-

most part Lutherans have been active in the ecumenical

gins of the church were marked by the strong expecta-

movement.

tion of the second coming of Christ. The Adventist
teachings concerning the Sabbath and the Second

During the past decades the officers of the LWF and the

Coming have, in spite of their strong biblical founda-

SDA have met regularly in meetings of the secretaries

tions, traditionally created a distance between the SDA

of the Christian World Communions. As a result of

and other Christian denominations. Today the SDA,

these contacts and also because Adventists recognize

while maintaining its distinctive emphases, welcomes

their Reformation heritage, the idea arose of a joint the-

opportunities for fellowship, meeting human needs, and

ological consultation in order to achieve a better mutual

exchange of viewpoints with other Christians.

understanding. This proposal was approved in 1993 by
leaders of the General Conference of SDA and the LWF

Born as the firstfruits of the sixteenth-century German

Council.

Reformation, the Lutheran churches are today present
in all continents. The Lutheran World Federation

The consultation was held November 1-5, 1994, in

(LWF), a worldwide communion of Lutheran churches,

Darmstadt, Germany. It defined the following as its

comprises with its 124 member churches and about 55

goals:
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■ achieve better mutual understanding;
■ break down false stereotypes;
■ discover the bases of belief;
■ discover points of real and imaginary friction.
The discussions in Darmstadt were open, frank, and
friendly. It quickly became clear that the strong appreciation among the SDA theologians for the work of
Martin Luther formed a natural starting point for the
interchange. The experience of worshiping together
also led to a sense of deep spiritual fellowship. By the
end of the consultation participants felt that an excellent beginning had been made on all of the goals set
for the gathering. Both Lutheran and SDA representatives were in agreement that further discussion, building on this beginning, would be a very positive step
for both churches.
To that end the members of the consultation recommended both to the SDA and to the LWF that three
further consultations be held between 1996 and 1998.
The proposal for the themes of these three meetings
was as follows:
Justification by Faith; the Law;
Law and Gospel
Second session: Ecclesiology and the Understanding
of Church Authority
Third session: Eschatology

First session:

This proposal was approved by both world communions. The objectives of the conversations were to
remain the same as in Darmstadt. The report from the
Darmstadt meeting explained the reasons for selecting
the three topics:
1. The doctrine of justification by grace through faith
alone is central to both Lutherans and Adventists.
A discussion of this central tenet seems a good
place to begin further theological reflection. In the

same way, the understanding of law and gospel is
one of the defining doctrines of Lutheranism.
Adventists, on the other hand, have often been
called legalistic because of the central place they
give to law and obedience as the logical result of
their stress on justification. A careful discussion of
these issues would be a good foundational starting
point for further theological exploration.
2. The SDA has frequently been designated as a "sect."
Where they fit in the spectrum of Christian churches
needs to be explored. A thorough look at the SDA
self-understanding as a church with a view to determining the extent to which they see themselves as
part of the worldwide Christian church or a special
movement apart from it is important. To this end a
discussion of both SDA and Lutheran understanding
of the church and authority is essential. Included
should be the understanding of the role of the confessions for Lutherans, and the writings of Ellen G.
White for Adventists.
3. In view of the extensive biblical witness to eschatology and the current interest in the topic, we need to
explore whether the Lutheran eschatology is too
indefinite or the Adventist eschatology too definite.
The SDA fundamental belief concerning the "remnant" and the theological terms such as "Babylon"
and "mark of the beast" shall be included in this
study. Furthermore, the SDA views of the heavenly
sanctuary and the pre-Advent judgment need to be
discussed in the wider context of the once-for-all
atonement at the cross and Christ's high-priestly
activity.
The issues of the first thematic session were discussed
in a consultation held in Mississauga, near Toronto,
Ontario, Canada, June 17-21, 1996. On the basis of
several background papers and extensive discussions a
common statement (I below) was drafted and
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approved. Delegations had been appointed by the

ally by this adventure of faith, and we give thanks to

respective world communions. The Lutheran delega-

our God, from whom all blessings flow.

tion was chaired by Faith Rohrbough (U.S.A. and
Canada), and the Adventist delegation by Bert B.

I

Beach (U.S.A.).
The same style of work was continued in the next

Justification by Faith

meeting held in Jongny, Switzerland, June 1-6, 1997,
in which the second thematic part was drafted, dis-

Both Lutherans and Adventists teach that justification

cussed, and approved (II, below). Furthermore, a small

is the work of God in Christ and comes through faith

drafting group was appointed that met at Silver

alone. We are justified by the grace of God and not by

Spring, Maryland, U.S.A., October 29, 30, 1997, in

our own works. The Lutheran Augsburg Confession

order to prepare for the last consultation and the

(CA) holds that "we cannot obtain forgiveness of sin

resulting publication.

and righteousness before God by our own merits,
works, or satisfactions, but that we receive forgiveness

The final consultation was held in Cartigny,

of sin and become righteous before God by grace, for

Switzerland, May 10-16, 1998. It completed work on

Christ's sake, through faith" (Art. IV). According to

the common statement (III, below), and made recom-

the tenth fundamental belief (FB) of the Seventh-day

mendations (after III, below) for the future life of our

Adventists, we "exercise faith in Jesus as Lord and

churches. The Cartigny meeting was also visited by

Christ, as Substitute and Example. This faith which

the president of the SDA, Dr. Robert S. Folkenberg,

receives salvation comes through the divine power of

and the general secretary of the LWF, Dr. Ishmael

the Word and is the gift of God's grace. Through

Noko. The consultation closed with an Adventist

Christ we are justified, adopted as God's sons and

worship service at Collonges, France, on May 16.

daughters, and delivered from the lordship of sin."

We came together in 1994 as strangers, we parted in

During our conversations it has become obvious that

1998 as friends. We came with questions, we parted

both Lutherans and Adventists unconditionally affirm

with appreciation. While significant doctrinal differ-

the interrelated principles of the Reformation: sola

ences remain, we found much in common: a love for

scriptura, solus Christus, sola fide, sola gratin. Both

the Word of God, a shared heritage from the

churches regard themselves as heirs of the Protestant

Reformation, a deep appreciation for the work and

Reformation and as children of Luther. This shared

teachings of Martin Luther, a concern for religious

understanding of justification by faith gives us today

freedom, and above all, the gospel of justification by

the possibility to say that both churches teach salva-

grace through faith alone. By spending many hours

tion in an essentially congruent manner. This under-

together in listening and seeking to understand, in

standing is founded on the biblical truth: "For we hold

agreeing and disagreeing, in eating and especially

that a person is justified by faith apart from works pre-

praying, we experienced the bonding of the Spirit

scribed by the law" (Rom. 3:28, NRSV).* Both

under our one Lord, Jesus Christ. Each of us who was

Lutherans (CA IV) and Adventists (FB 10) refer to

given the opportunity to be part of these common

Romans 3:21-26 as foundational for their teaching.

conversations feels enriched intellectually and spiritu-
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Different confessional emphases concerning salvation
do exist, but in the light of this shared understanding
they need not be incompatible. Lutherans have traditionally understood the correct teaching on justification by faith as the criterion of all other central issues
of belief. Adventists do not speak of a criterion but
put the notions of righteousness and justification in
the wider context of the experience of salvation. But
nevertheless salvation in Christ and justification by
faith alone are at the heart of Adventism also.
Further, Adventists teach: "Salvation is all of grace
and not of works, but its fruitage is obedience to the
Commandments" (FB 18). Lutherans also teach the
"new obedience," i.e., that "faith should produce good
fruits and good works and that we must do all such
good works as God has commanded" (CA VI).
However, as the Augsburg Confession immediately
continues, "we should do them for God's sake and not
place our trust in them as if thereby to merit favor
before God." Both sides agree in that they do not
speak of good works as requirements or merits but as
fruits. Adventists call these works "an evidence of our
love for the Lord" (FB 18); Lutherans customarily
refer to the "new obedience." A special Adventist
emphasis on the commandments can here be found,
whereas the Lutherans have a special stress on the
freedom of the Christian. But since both churches
speak of obedience and fruits instead of requirements
and merits, we agree that neither side teaches a justification by works of the law.
Both churches understand justification as God's gracious declaration of the forgiveness of sins for the
sake of Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, and at the
same time as the free gift of new life in Him.
Justification in the full sense of the word consists in
the fundamental imputation of God's righteousness
for the sake of Jesus Christ and in the indwelling of
Christ in the heart of the repentant believer. This

"gift of new life" or "indwelling of Christ" can be
called sanctification; although it can thus be conceptually distinguished from the fundamental declaration of
the forgiveness of sins, these two aspects of justification are inseparable in the believer's experience.
Both Lutherans and Adventists characterize the new
life or the sanctifying aspect of justification as the
indwelling of Christ or as new life in the Spirit.
Lutherans tend to understand this new life essentially
as receiving the Holy Spirit in the word and sacraments of the church, thus following Luther's exposition of the Apostles' Creed in his Large Catechism:
"the Holy Spirit effects our sanctification through the
following: the communion of saints or Christian
church, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting." Adventists describe
sanctification in a slightly more immediate manner:
"Through the Spirit we are born again and sanctified;
the Spirit renews our minds, writes God's law of love
in our hearts, and we are given the power to live a
holy life. Abiding in Him we become partakers of the
divine nature and have the assurance of salvation now
and in the judgment" (FB 10).
In spite of these emphases both churches agree that
this new life "in Christ" or "in the Spirit" is not something that comes through one's own strength or effort.
The new life is a transforming gift of God; and precisely for this reason it is a life in Christ or in the
Spirit, not a life centered upon ourselves. As a safeguard against perfectionism, Adventists teach that the
new life does not exclude the possibility of sinning,
while Lutheran tradition stresses that even as justified
the believing person remains a sinner.
In the light of this mutual understanding we can say
that both Lutherans and Adventists can hear a truly
biblical witness in each other's proclamation.
Lutherans can say this on the basis of their traditional
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criterion for accepting other Christians by determin-

Adventists' concern for the law is demonstrated as fol-

ing whether they preach the gospel "with a pure

lows: "The great principles of God's law are embodied

understanding of it" (CA VII). Affirming this con-

in the Ten Commandments and exemplified in the life

vergence in the central Christian message of justifica-

of Christ. They express God's love, will, and purposes

tion by faith alone can be regarded as an important

concerning human conduct and relationships and are

milestone in breaking down false stereotypes between

binding upon all people in every age. These precepts

our churches and in building up relations which allow

are the basis of God's covenant with His people and

us conscientious cooperation in some areas of

the standard in God's judgment. Through the agency

Christian witness and service.

of the Holy Spirit they point out sin and awaken a
sense of need for a Saviour. Salvation is all of grace

We are aware that justification of the sinner is a liv-

and not of works, but its fruitage is obedience to the

ing reality that should shape our whole Christian

Commandments. This obedience develops Christian

experience here and now. This Christian life is a life

character and results in a sense of well-being. It is an

in the Spirit and by the Spirit (Gal. 5:16-25). At the

evidence of our love for the Lord and our concern for

same time it is a life of faith, a life in which Christ's

our fellow men. The obedience of faith demonstrates

kingdom is hidden under the cross: "It is no longer I

the power of Christ to transform lives, and therefore

who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. And the

strengthens Christian witness" (FB 18).

life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave himself for me" (Gal.

Lutherans' appreciation for the Ten Commandments is

2:20, NRSV).

shown by Luther's exposition of them in both of his
catechisms. In Lutheran families, congregations, and

The Law

schools they have always been an essential ingredient
of religious instruction. In this larger context of

Our conversations concerning the law reveal four

instruction Lutherans see the commandments as pro-

areas of note. In these Lutherans and SDAs have sig-

viding valuable principles for Christian life.

nificant agreement, as well as differing nuances and
emphases, and some divergences.

The connotations of law, however, differ significantly
between Lutherans and Seventh-day Adventists. For

1. Both Lutherans and SDAs categorically affirm that

Lutherans "law" has a wider reference than the

justification rests wholly on the grace of God, so

Decalogue and can be a negative term contrasting

that keeping of the law cannot bring merit or con-

with grace. Lutherans tend to be careful in regard to

tribute to salvation. Obeying the law must be

the so-called didactic use of the law, i.e., law as a guide

understood as the result of, and response to, God's

for the Christian life. While affirming the validity of

free gift of salvation. On this point Lutherans and

the content of the Ten Commandments and the

SDAs are in complete agreement.

necessity of the "new obedience" for Christians,
Lutherans at the same time also want to affirm

2. Lutherans and SDAs recognize the importance of

Christian freedom. Lutherans consistently see the law

the Ten Commandments, but the connotations of

in the context of law and gospel, with the overriding

law differ in each communion.

concern to protect justification as sola gratia and sola
fide. In this emphasis Lutherans reflect the apostle
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Paul's concerns in Romans and Galatians, and also
the roots of their communion in the Reformation.
Adventists, however, see the law in a more positive
context. They tend to view the law in terms of God's
revealed will focused in the giving of the Ten
Commandments in the Old Testament and the ongoing role of law in the New Testament. By this emphasis Adventists reflect their concern to show the perpetuity of the Ten Commandments and obedience to
them as the fruit of sanctification.
3. Lutherans and Adventists agree that the life of the
justified person will be demonstrated by deeds of
faith. The Holy Spirit brings forth "fruit" to God's
glory (Gal. 5:22, 23) in a spontaneous manner that
cannot be reduced to a written code.
Adventists' concern for deeds of faith is shown in FB
18 (quoted above). Lutherans' concern for deeds of
faith is reflected e.g. in CA XX: "Our teachers have
been falsely accused of forbidding good works. Their
writings on the Ten Commandments, and other writings as well, show that they have given good and profitable accounts and instructions concerning true
Christian estates and works. . . . It is also taught
among us that good works should and must be done,
not that we are to rely on them to earn grace but that
we may do God's will and glorify Him. It is always
faith alone that apprehends grace and forgiveness of
sin. When through faith the Holy Spirit is given, the
heart is moved to do good works."
SDAs see the Ten Commandments as playing a greater
role in deeds of faith. Adventists understand the new
life in Christ, sanctification, to be a spiritual, lived
expression of the principles of the law (Rom. 8:1-3), in
which love to God and love to fellow humans is the
ruling motivation. For Adventists, the law provides a
framework for the life of love.

Both communions teach the doctrine of the final judgment (Lutherans: CA XVII; SDAs: FB 10, 23),
although SDAs place more emphasis on this belief.
While both Lutherans and SDAs agree that the
Christian's works come under review in the judgment
(cf. Acts 17:31; Rom. 14:10; 2 Cor. 5:10), both parties
hold that it is the Christian's standing in Christ (justification) that alone gives hope.
4. Both communions take seriously the third/fourth
commandment. However, the practical conclusions
drawn from this commandment diverge:
Lutherans keep, following the traditional practice of
the Christian church, the holy day on the day of resurrection, the first day of the week. In Lutheran proclamation and piety Sunday has always been understood
as a day of rest and worship. In fact Sunday has for
Lutherans appropriated much of the function of
Sabbath (see Luther's Large and Small Catechisms).
Adventists see the Sabbath as an essential part of the
divine design in Creation. The third/fourth commandment of the Decalogue returns human beings to this
truth, leading them to treat Sabbath observance as a
vital element in the expression of loving obedience to
God as Creator and Redeemer. For Adventists
Sabbathkeeping is neither a meritorious work nor
something that makes them alone God's people; rather,
it is a grateful acceptance of a divine gift. Adventists
do not claim that only Sabbathkeepers can be saved.
They acknowledge that Lutherans in their observation
of Sunday will appeal to biblical arguments as well as
to ancient Christian tradition; however, they hold firm
to their conviction that the Scriptures, both Old and
New Testaments, call us to observe the seventh day as
the Sabbath. Nevertheless Adventists recognize that
great servants of God have sincerely kept Sunday in
honor of their Lord's resurrection throughout the
Christian Era.
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For Lutherans, their practice is based on the apostle

authoritative revealer of doctrines, and the trustworthy

Paul's teaching of the role of law in the life of Gentile

record of God's acts in history."

Christians. In Christ, Christians are not under the law
in the same manner as the Jews, and the law is seen

In both confessions Christ alone is the head of the

from the perspective of Christian freedom. Paul op-

church. All aspects of ministry are derived from Him,

poses all attempts to impose the Jewish law on the

including the priesthood of all believers and the dele-

Gentile Christians. These Pauline guidelines have

gated authority of ordained ministers. The authority

shaped the understanding of the third/fourth com-

structures of the church differ from Lutherans to

mandment from the early church to the Reformation.

Adventists: Lutheran Church structures are more

Today, Christ's resurrection on the one hand shapes

diverse, corresponding to the history and cultural con-

the Lutheran view of Sunday. On the other hand,

texts of the churches; the Adventist Church, although

Paul's acceptance of the Jewish Christians who keep

present in many countries, has an essentially unified

the law also calls Lutherans to respect the Adventist

structure.

view.
While both Lutherans and Adventists affirm Scripture

II

as the foundation of all authority, their respective
approaches to Scripture differ in significant aspects.

Scripture and Authority in the Church

For Lutherans, the gospel, understood as unmerited
justification, is the organic center of Scripture; it is the

Both Lutherans and Adventists look to Scripture as

hermeneutical key to the study and interpretation of

the foundation of church authority. The Reformation

Scripture. Adventists look to the totality of Scripture,

principle of sola scriptura lies at the heart of both com-

seeking to find Christ as the center and the New

munions, with Scripture as the basis for their respec-

Testament as the summit of Scripture. Further, in their

tive proclamation.

study Adventists tend to seek explicit biblical proofs,
whereas Lutherans leave more room for what is not

Lutherans have an organic concept of authority, as

explicitly stated (e.g., Sunday observance). Thus,

authority is exercised through the ministry of word

Adventists, while alert to the historical background of

and sacrament. In this organic understanding, the

the biblical writings, apply Scripture more directly to

gospel is the essence of authority; Scripture its docu-

life today. Lutherans tend to relate specific passages to

mented basis; the sacraments its external signs; synods,

the total message of Scripture and also give particular

other ecclesial bodies, and the ordained ministers its

attention to the changed conditions of today's world.

public bearers; and the Spirit its acting agent. For
Adventists, the authority Christ delegates to His

Both Lutherans and Adventists hold to the Bible as

church is diffused through the whole body. All teach-

the decisive norm (norma normans), but both assign

ings, practices, and decisions are accountable to the

authority to other documents as the derived norm

Word of God. The article on the Holy Scriptures

(norma normata). The churches of the Lutheran

appears as the first in the fundamental beliefs of the

Reformation adhere to five creedal or confessional

church and reads in part: "The Holy Scriptures are

documents—the ancient creeds (Apostolicum,

the infallible revelation of His [God's] will. They are

Nicaenum, Athanasium), the Augsburg Confession,

the standard of character, the test of experience, the

and Luther's Small Catechism. The Apostolic and
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Nicene creeds have a natural place in the liturgy of

Testament times, we are called out from the world"

the Lutheran churches, Luther's Small Catechism is

(FB 11).

used in general Christian education, and the
Augsburg Confession has its primary role in theologi-

Lutheran Confessions state that "one holy Christian

cal training and orientation.

church will be and remain forever. This is the assembly
of all believers among whom the Gospel is preached in

Adventists affirm the biblical content of the ancient

its purity and the holy sacraments are administered

creeds. Furthermore, their fundamental beliefs explic-

according to the Gosper(CA 7). Even though

itly confess belief in the Trinity (FB 2-5).

Lutherans nowadays seldom speak of the church in the
Old Testament, this way of speaking also belongs to

Although Adventists do not look to confessional doc-

the tradition of Lutheran Confessions (e.g., Apol. VII,

uments, they place high value on the writings of Ellen

14-19; XXVII, 98). The roots of the Christian church

G. White, in whom they believe the biblical gift of

are found in Old Testament times, and the Christian

prophecy was manifested. Her work consisted princi-

church manifests God's new covenant with God's peo-

pally in counseling the church and providing spiritual

ple. The principle of continuity within this community

nurture. Adventists regard her writings as "a continu-

of believers is thus for both churches of great impor-

ing and authoritative source of truth which provide

tance.

for the church comfort, guidance, instruction, and
correction" (FB 17). Ellen G. White's authority is a

As CA 7 points out, Lutherans identify the Christian

derived authority: she firmly endorsed the sola scrip-

church through the so-called marks of the church,

tura principle, and Adventists test her writings by the

which are the gospel and the two sacraments: baptism

Scripture.

and the Lord's Supper. Adventists also regard parallel
marks as important for the life of the church: "We join

Thus, Lutherans and Adventists differ widely in their

together for worship, for fellowship, for instruction in

approach to Scripture, authority structures of the

the Word, for the celebration of the Lord's Supper, for

church, and authoritative documents outside of

service to all mankind, and for the worldwide procla-

Scripture. However, both communions have the same

mation of the gospel" (FB 11).

essential source of authority at the core—the Holy
Both communions affirm that the proclamation of the

Scriptures.

gospel, worship life, personal prayer, participation at
the Lord's Supper, and service for the world are central

Ecciesiology

elements of each Christian's life in the church. These
Both Adventists and Lutherans understand the

features also make the church a living Christian com-

church as a community of believers. The church exists

munion, a community of believers.

in historical continuity from biblical times to our
Together we affirm the biblical descriptions of the

days.

church as people of God, as body of Christ, and as
Adventists hold that: "The church is the community

temple of Holy Spirit. The Christian church is neither

of believers who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and

a static entity nor a merely external organization: it is

Saviour. In continuity with the people of God in Old

an assembly of believers, a spiritual community, God's
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holy people who expect the coming of their Lord,

is essential for every Christian understanding of bap-

Jesus Christ. In the church Christians confess Jesus

tism. God offers the gift of salvation.

Christ as Saviour and Lord, look forward to His coming kingdom, and proclaim the gospel message to all

Whereas Lutherans follow the practice of the majority

the world. Recognition of this mission is essential for

of the churches in baptizing infants, Adventists have

the self-understanding of the church. We thus share a

consistently adhered to believers' baptism by immer-

basic understanding of the church in biblical terms.

sion. Our theological disagreements in regard to bap-

We agree that the Word of God, the gospel message

tism are basically similar to the larger interconfessional

of Jesus Christ, should always be at the center of our

debates concerning the differences between these two

understanding of the essence and tasks of the church.

Christian baptismal traditions (see Baptists and
Lutherans in Conversation [Geneva: LWF, 1990]. Today

An important aspect of how Adventists and

we realize that both infant baptism and believers' bap-

Lutherans evaluate each other as churches concerns

tism have long roots and are received traditions within

our views regarding baptism and the Lord's Supper.

major Christian churches. Lutherans admit that there

For Lutherans it is sufficient for the true unity of the

is no clear reference to the baptism of infants in the

church to agree concerning the teaching of the gospel

New Testament. While Adventists do not accept

and the administration of the sacraments (CA 7).

infant baptism, they acknowledge it as an early and

These two sacraments are thus for Lutherans of deci-

widespread practice among Christians.

sive significance in the identification of the church.
For Adventists, the ordinances of baptism and the

We agree that baptism can never be separated from

Lord's Supper are important but do not have the same

faith. Although we adhere to different practices, we

relative significance in ecclesiology as they do for the

both affirm that baptism must be accompanied by

Lutherans.

faith. Lutherans may claim that baptism is "valid, even
though faith be lacking" (Luther, Large Catechism, IV,

This does not mean, however, that the Adventists

53); nevertheless, baptism must lead into faith in order

would downplay the role of baptism and the Lord's

to be effective; Adventists teach that faith must pre-

Supper as such. In their fundamental beliefs the arti-

cede baptism.

cles on these two ordinances (FB 14, 15) immediately
follow the articles on the church (FB 11-13). As a

Lutheran confessional writings condemn diverse

part of Protestant Christianity, Adventists reflect

"anabaptist" practices. For reasons stated in other dia-

many aspects of Reformation theology concerning

logues involving Lutherans (see Baptists and Lutherans

baptism and the Lord's Supper.

in Conversation), most of these condemnations do not
apply to today's Christian churches that practice

We can together affirm that baptism and the Lord's

believers' baptism. CA 9 formally applies to these

Supper are at the heart of the New Testament expres-

churches; even there, however, Lutherans recognize

sion of Christian faith. They are closely connected

today that in a secular world believers' baptism

with salvation and newness of life in Christ.

reminds traditional Christian churches of their obligation to connect personal faith with baptism.

-

In both churches we baptize in the name of Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. We agree that God's initiative

Concerning the Lord's Supper, both Adventists and
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Lutherans speak of the presence of Christ at the
Communion table. Whereas Lutherans stress the real
and corporeal presence, Adventists speak in terms of
spiritual presence and spiritual experience, thus
approaching to some extent the Calvinist terminology. We both agree that the Lord's Supper contains a
strong spiritual dimension, which Lutherans refer to
as visible word and mystery.

A third critical element in Adventists' self-understanding is the importance that they give to mission, including evangelism. They are impelled by the vision of
Revelation 14, in which the everlasting gospel is to be
given "to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and
people" prior to the second coming of Christ. For this
reason Adventists tend to think in global terms and
give mission priority.

Adventists teach that "preparation for the Supper
includes self-examination, repentance, and confession" (FB 15). Lutherans fully agree in regard to the
necessity and usefulness of these preparations. For
Adventists, the Lord's Supper is preceded by the service of foot washing, which expresses this preparation. In the Lutheran Church the Lord's Supper is in
a parallel manner most often preceded by a confession
of sins and absolution.

Adventists' self-understanding also expresses itself in
the concept of the remnant. This term with deep biblical roots designates a group who survived a crisis (historical remnant), as well as those who are faithful to
the Lord (faithful remnant). Adventists focus on the
use of this term in the Apocalypse. They see themselves as instruments of God in gathering the faithful
remnant. Adventists recognize that God's faithful remnant, whose identity is known only to God, includes
Christians in many churches throughout the world.
They understand that in the final crisis before the
return of Jesus, God's faithful remnant will be clearly
identified as those who are committed to Christ as
Saviour and Lord, and who keep the commandments
of God and the faith of Jesus.

Adventists' self-understanding has a broad base. It
includes four main elements: Adventists' relation to
the Reformation; the concept of a cosmic conflict
between good and evil; mission; and their view of the
"remnant." Adventists have a high appreciation for
the Reformation. They see themselves as heirs of
Luther and other Reformers, especially in their adherence to the great principles of sola scriptura, sola gratia,
sola fide, solo Christo. Teachings that others may view
as distinctive of Adventists are seen by them as the
continuation of the Reformation's recovery of biblical
truth.
Adventists also see themselves as part of an ongoing
struggle between good and evil. They derive this
apocalyptic worldview from Scripture. In this view
Christ as victor at Calvary and Lord of the church
assures the ultimate triumph of good and the end of
evil. Christ uses various agencies on behalf of the
good, and Adventists understand themselves as one of
these agencies but not the only one.

Although the concept of remnant is not current in
Lutheranism, the Lutheran tradition has often seen the
Christian church in strongly eschatological terms. In
Lutheran Pietism it was and to some extent still is
believed that only a small flock of true believers will be
faithful to Christ in the last times.
Lutherans appreciate the Adventist attempts to differentiate in their use of the remnant concept. A possible
point of comparison is offered in CA VIII, in which a
distinction is made between the theological understanding of the Christian church as assembly of believers and saints and the situation "in this life" in which
"many false Christians . . . remain among the godly."
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Both for Adventists and Lutherans the historical

who is so justified is a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17), a

church is thus not identical with the true church as

citizen of the divine commonwealth (Eph. 2:19), and a

"assembly of believers and saints" or "faithful rem-

child of God (1 John 3:1, 2), no longer living in terror

nant." Moreover, faithful Christians can be found in

or uncertainty before God.

other churches. Affirming this state of affairs can open
possibilities for interchurch relations. For Lutherans

Nevertheless, the Christian lives between the times,

this affirmation also means that the Adventist view is

already in the "last days" (Heb. 1:2) that began with

not to be counted among such false ecclesial self-

the first coming of Jesus, and yet still awaiting the con-

understandings that identify an external church body

summation of all things when Christ shall be all in all.

with the assembly of all true believers (cf. CA VIII).

Thus Adventists and Lutherans affirm not only the

At the same time, our churches attempt to make

present reality of justification but also the hope of the

manifest the gospel and the people of God. Although

second coming of Jesus in glory. This "blessed hope"

the borders of the true church are in the final analysis

(Titus 2:13) is reflected in the very name "Adventist,"

invisible, the Christian church in its mission to the

and is shared by Lutherans who live in expectation of

world should not remain invisible. The church ought

"the dear last day" (Luther, Weimar Ausgabe,

to be visible and present as the light of the world

Briefwechsel, 9, 175).

(Matt. 5:14), since it proclaims Christ, who is the true
light, which enlightens everyone (John 1:9).

In many respects the two communions have similar
understandings of salvation history. Lutherans and
Adventists affirm that history is not cyclical but linear,

III

not random but moving toward its telos (goal) in a cosmic restoration. "We know that the whole creation has

Eschatology

been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to
the present time" (Rom. 8:22, NIV).

Both Lutherans and Adventists affirm that Jesus
Christ is the center of eschatology. He is the Lord of

As regards eschatology on the individual level, both

time and space, and His atoning death on the cross

Lutherans and Adventists affirm that the witness of

has won the decisive battle over the forces of evil and

Scripture points to the resurrection of the body rather

ensured the ultimate restoration of all things. "For

than the immortality of the soul.

God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him,
and through him to reconcile to himself all things,

Both Lutherans and Adventists likewise attest that

whether things on earth or things in heaven, by mak-

Scripture teaches the judgment in association with the

ing peace through his blood, shed on the cross" (Col.

second coming of Christ (2 Tim. 4:1), even as the

1:19, 20, NIV).t

ancient creed declares: "[Christ] comes to judge the
living and the dead." The "rewards" or "inheritance"

For the believer in Jesus, eschatology has both a pres-

that God's people receive at that time is given to them

ent and a future dimension. The person who is justi-

wholly by the merits of Christ and is in no manner the

fied by grace alone through faith alone has already

result of their own good works. The reception of faith

passed from death to life (Col. 3:3) and already sits

in Christ, the fundamental basis of eternal life, is itself

with Christ in the heavenly places (Eph. 2:6). One

a divine gift and mystery. Lutherans affirm that the
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individual person cannot make a choice on a free
basis for or against Christ, but is already here totally
dependent on God, the Holy Spirit (cf. Luther, Small
Catechism, II, 6).
In awaiting the consummation of all things,
Lutherans and Adventists seek to avoid the extremes
of a complacent attitude on the one hand, and overheated expectation of the Second Coming on the
other. Both communions have had to deal with
overzealous members who resorted to setting dates
and propounding various calculations that were not
helpful in building up the body of Christ. Rather than
such behavior, Lutherans and Adventists advocate a
life of active Christian service to the world. While
both emphasize daily readiness, Adventists stress the
nearness of the return of the Lord. Both communions
seek to take seriously the scriptural admonitions to be
faithful, to take a critical stand toward the prevailing
culture, and they call both clergy and laity to proclaim and teach the coming of the kingdom as a
source of hope and joy.
As Lutherans and Adventists seek to understand
scriptural prophecy, they agree on several principles of
interpretation. First, that Scripture must be permitted
to interpret itself; second, that we should exercise due
humility in claiming to know the future; and third,
that prophecy is only clearly understood after it has
been fulfilled. "I have told you now before it happens,
so that when it does happen you will believe" (John
14:29, NIV).
Adventists and Lutherans share certain convictions
concerning biblical apocalyptic literature. They
regard such literature as important for study, proclamation, and instruction for Christian living; they recognize that such literature, as indeed, all biblical literature, is rooted in a historical setting and that it not
only addresses the context out of which it emerged

but also carries an important message for generations
still to come. Concerning the Apocalypse, they agree
that Christ is the center of this book and that it portrays the conflict between good and evil in the format
of a cosmic drama.
In spite of the considerable convergence between
Lutherans and Adventists in their respective understandings of eschatology, significant areas of divergence
have become apparent in our discussions. These differences emerge sharply in the respective understandings
and exposition of biblical apocalyptic literature.
While both communions believe that history is moving
toward a climax and that Scripture prepares Christians
for events yet to come, Adventists give stronger
emphasis to these matters. Five articles of their 27 fundamental beliefs focus on eschatology (FB 23—Christ's
Ministry in the Heavenly Sanctuary; FB 24—The
Second Coming of Christ; FB 25—Death and
Resurrection; FB 26—The Millennium and the End of
Sin; and FB 27—The New Earth), whereas the confessional statements of Lutheranism say little beyond that
which is affirmed in the ancient creeds. For Adventists
the question of the historical accuracy of Scripture is
crucial, and while they agree that prophecy can only be
fully understood as such after it has been fulfilled, they
do not accept the notion of prophecy written ex eventu
(after the event).
Lutherans have traditionally been rather cautious in
their interpretation of apocalyptic literature. Rather
than reading the book of Revelation as a prediction of
specific historical events that were to happen after the
book was written, they tend to see in it references to
events that were of critical significance to the early
church.
Adventists, however, view biblical apocalyptic literature as having a significant predictive element. The
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books of Daniel and Revelation have played, and con-

Jesus as High Priest (Heb. 7-9), they find no biblical

tinue to play, a major role in their self-understanding.

basis for a doctrine that intimates that this High Priest

Beyond the spiritual and ethical values of these books,

began a new phase of His ministry at a specific time in

Adventists look to them as given by divine intent so

recent history. However, they acknowledge that

that God's people may gain a grasp of the broad out-

Adventists appeal to biblical and theological evidence.

lines of history moving relentlessly toward the eschaton. This knowledge is not for the purpose of satisfy-

Adventists maintain that this teaching does not threaten

ing idle curiosity, but to confirm faith in Christ as

the gospel, since the judgment in the heavenly sanctu-

Lord of history.

ary identifies those whose assurance rests on justification
by grace alone. Christ does not cease to be intercessor

Thus, Adventists understand the book of Daniel to

when He enters upon the work of judgment. And the

have been written, as it claims, in the sixth century

heavenly sanctuary itself is to be understood in terms of

B.C. They read its stories as instructive history, not as

function more than form.

court tales. And, in keeping with a long line of interpreters of the book from the early church to the nine-

For Adventists this teaching is important for their self-

teenth century, they do not understand the "little

understanding. It conveys hope because of the prospect

horn" in chapters 7 and 8 to indicate events in the

of the near return of Jesus; it assures that heaven and

second century B.C.

earth are linked, and that their Saviour is also their
intercessor; and it comforts because God is about to

Adventists hold that the symbols, numbers, and beasts

bring to a close the long conflict between good and evil.

of Daniel and the Apocalypse give—in the broad sense,
not in detail—the course of human history. This they

Two other Adventist teachings concern the symbols of

do by letting Scripture interpret itself and considering

Babylon and the mark of the beast. Adventists believe

the historical setting of each document. At times some

that Babylon as used in Revelation represents an apos-

Adventists have erred in claiming to understand details

tasy manifested during the Christian Era that will cul-

rather than the broad sweep, and have made misguided

minate in an eschatological apostasy in the Christian

statements about the future, which only God can know.

world. Then a political and religious alliance will form

Adventists seek to avoid such excesses; nevertheless,

resulting in the great persecution (Rev. 13:15-17).

they are convinced that their historicist approach to
interpretation remains valid.

Adventists have historically identified the mark of the
beast with the future, worldwide, oppressive govern-

Adventists' interest in apocalyptic has led to a distinc-

ment enforcement of Sunday observance at the end of

tive eschatological teaching—the pre-Advent judgment

time. They do not believe that Sunday observance

(FB 23—Christ's Ministry in the Heavenly Sanctuary).

today constitutes the mark of the beast or that those

The thrust of this teaching is to view the judgment as

who observe Sunday have the mark of the beast (see I,

beginning at a particular time in history (1844), arrived

The Law, 4, above).

at on the basis of studies in Daniel, Hebrews, and other
scriptures.

Because of time constraints, the consultation did not
address some other topics related to eschatology, such

While Lutherans affirm the Christology that portrays
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as the millennium.
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Despite differences in emphasis and understanding of
eschatology, Lutherans and Adventists affirm their
common faith in Jesus as Saviour, Justifier, and Lord
of history. They await the full realization of Christ's
prayer for oneness among His people (John 17:23),
when "the kingdom of the world has become the
kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will
reign for ever and ever" (Rev. 11:15, NIV).

the SDA General Conference's Working Policy
(1997/1998, Section 0 100), which unequivocally
speaks of "other Christian churches" and recognizes
"those agencies that lift up Christ before men as a
part of the divine plan for evangelization of the
world." Furthermore, according to the Adventist
understanding of the Lord's Supper, Lutherans as
"believing Christians" (FB 15) are welcome to participate in the Adventist Communion service.

Recommendations
In our conversations we have achieved significant
convergences in our understanding of the Christian
faith. We do not want to conceal the existing doctrinal differences, but we nevertheless think that the
following recommendations can be made to our
churches:
1. We recommend that Adventists and Lutherans
mutually recognize the basic Christian commitment
of each other's faith communions. This general recognition is specified as follows:
a. We recommend that Lutherans in their national
and regional church contexts do not treat the
Seventh-day Adventist Church as a sect but as a
free church and a Christian world communion.
This recommendation is based both on the
Adventist understanding of water baptism in the
name of the triune God, an understanding that for
Lutherans means that baptism is valid, and further
on the joint conviction that "faithful Christians
can be found in other churches" (see II,
Ecclesiology, above), a view that is compatible
with CA VIII.
b. We also recommend that Adventists in their
relationship with other Christian churches seek to
have this conviction consistently affirmed. This
recommendation can be seen as an expression of

2. In our discussions we have reached a comprehensive
consensus on Scripture as the sole foundation of church
authority and on Christ as the head of the church. The
creedal and confessional documents are for Lutherans
derived norms of faith (norma normata). In an analogous manner the writings of Ellen G. White represent
for Adventists an authority that is derived from
Scripture and that is to be tested by Scripture.
On the basis of this consensus we urge Adventists and
Lutherans in their public teaching and theological education to present the other faith communion's view of
church authority truthfully and unpolemically and in a
manner that corresponds to their self-understanding.
We reaffirm the importance of giving Scripture priority
in preaching and daily life. We consider personal Bible
study to be a fundamental part of Christian life and
encourage members of our churches to engage in joint
study of the Bible.
3. While each faith communion will continue to maintain its identity and convictions, we recommend that
Lutherans and Adventists encourage and nurture consultative linkage for the good of the total Christian
community, understanding, and the betterment of
humanity. Several areas of cooperation for a joint witness suggest themselves, such as in:
(a) alleviating the suffering of humanity
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(b) religious liberty endeavors

reference to modem society. Such a consultation

(c) ministerial associations / pastoral gatherings

should include a cross section of theologians, pastors,

(d) joint prayer events

church leaders, and laypeople from the two churches,

(e) Bible society work

with the possibility of other invitees.

4. As a sequel to the already concluded conversations,

5. We recommend that both the Lutheran World

we recommend that Lutherans and Adventists meet

Federation and the General Conference of Seventh-

in occasional bilateral consultations to explore topics

day Adventists develop plans for the dissemination

of mutual interest. We further recommend that a first

and study of this report among their churches in order

such consultation should deal with the theological

that members of both communions may acquire a bet-

foundations and the spiritual dimension of our obser-

ter understanding of each other's views and spiritual

vance of the day of rest and worship, with particular

concerns.

* Bible texts credited to NRSV are from the New Revised
Standard Version of the Bible, copyright © 1989 by the Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ
in the U.S.A. Used by permission.
t Texts credited to NIV are from the Holy Bible, New International
Version. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, International Bible
Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers.

© Copyright Lutheran World Federation and General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, 1998.
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class vice president,
Lylyan Wynn, read
my speech while I sat
on the platform, looking for a knothole to
slither through.
A Self-imposed
Exile

Eager to leave the
shame and disgrace
of the campus, I
wanted to rush back
home as soon as possible. The problem
was, I really didn't
have a home to
return to. I had
attended an evangelistic tent meeting at
the age of 12 and
been baptized. A few
months later (at my
insistence) my parents had dropped me
off on the sidewalk
in front of the boys'
dorm early one
Sunday morning with a suitcase in my
hand and about $8 in my pocket, and
driven away.
Filled with resentment and bitterness, I went back to Grovania, Georgia
(you may not find it on the map), and
got a job. I immersed myself in worldly
ways and tried to put Forest Lake
Academy and Seventh-day Adventists
as far from my mind as I could.
I was so successful that my stepmother, who practiced no religion at
all, registered her disapproval of my
behavior. She talked with me several
times about the risks I was taking, to
no avail.
After a year had gone by, Glen, one
of my classmates, drove up to the
house in a '34 Ford hot rod he had
restored. After a proper interval of
time he proposed that we go back to
Florida and sell books and Bibles that
summer. The very idea was outrageous.
As happy as I was to see him, I had no
intentions of ever going back to
Florida, ever picking up another Bible,
ever being around Adventists again.
And I told him so.

Glen hung his head and thought for
a long time before saying, "Does your
mother have a lot of food in the house?"
"Of course she does," I replied.
"Good," he answered quietly,
"because I'm going to stay here until
you agree to go canvassing with me."
"Then you're going to be a longterm guest in this house," I retorted.
A Second Chance

The weather in Live Oak, Florida,
seemed to be especially hot and
humid that summer. Glen would drive
me out to a county road and drop me
off, then he'd go to another section
of the county to work. I walked the
country roads, house to house, farm to
farm, showing my books, and hitchhiked back to town in the evening.
For teenagers at the time, canvassing
was the best way to make the most
money in the least time.
I had a lot of time to think as I
walked those hot dusty roads. One day
I became so overwhelmed with my
thoughts that I stepped off the road
into the bushes and dropped to my

knees. All that pentup resentment, hate,
and bitterness seemed
to drip off me and
mingle with the perspiration that poured
from my body and
soaked my clothing.
"Jesus," I begged,
"save me in spite of
myself. I rededicate
my heart to You."
Then I made a
strange request: I
prayed, "Lord, if You
take me back, I still
want to be a missionary!"
Beside my name in
The Mirror, my academy yearbook, was
printed my stated
ambition: missionary.
Adding to my eternal
shame were the words
printed in the front of
the book: "We shall
never forget. We shall
always remember." That fall I enrolled
at Southern Missionary College (now
Southern Adventist University).
Reminders of the Past

As fate would have it, Miss
Stoneburner had transferred to the
same college, and I had to face her
again. Dean Davis also transferred to
Collegedale. I felt abandoned by God,
thinking that I wouldn't have a chance
to start over before my resolve was
crushed by the guilt and embarrassment of my past mistakes.
I soon began dating a girl named
Donna. Every time I visited her in the
women's dorm, I had to pass Miss
Stonebumer's office. I must have
blushed every time I saw her, but I
determined I'd do everything "by the
book." When I wanted to take Donna
for a walk down by the railroad tracks
(the rules were a bit more relaxed on a
college campus), I asked the dean's permission. When we wanted to climb up
the hill to see the sunrise or sunset, I
asked for permission. Much to our surprise, Miss Stonebumer usually gave it.
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Other couples would see Donna
and me off campus together. They
often asked how we seemed to "get
away" with so much. I simply replied,
"We asked permission."
One day Miss Stonebumer headed
straight toward me as I walked on the
sidewalk near the Administration
Building. I tried to avoid her, but she
changed course to meet me. She obviously wanted to speak to me privately. I
racked my brain to think what I could
have done to deserve this inquiry.
I steeled myself for the worst and
waited again for the ax to fall. "Jack,"
she said, "I want to go to my home
place in Virginia to visit my mother
this weekend. Would you be interested
in driving me there?"
Speechless, I stared at her in disbelief. She continued, "You may bring
along someone else to keep you company." I was sure that she meant my
roommate, Larry.
But before I realized it, I blurted

out, "May I bring Donna along?"
There. The words were out of my
mouth, and it was too late to recall
them. Miss Stonebumer thought for a
moment and then replied, "I think
that would be all right."
We had a marvelous time at the
Stonebumer home in Virginia. It
seemed impossible that the elderly Mrs.
Stonebumer could be such a delight to
two college kids. After supper one
evening, Miss Stonebumer said rather
causally, "You kids run along now;
Mother and I want to talk for a while."
Donna and I went out into the moonlit
night and walked, ran, and whirled in
the heavy fall leaves.

trust that Miss Stonebumer invested in
me, and the excitement I felt when I
tried to imagine the future that God
had in store for me.
After our marriage Edna Stonebumer
and Kenneth Davis continued to give
guidance, counsel, and encouragement
to Donna and me. And often over the
years I've been reminded how their consistent Christian influence demonstrated
God's grace and kept me on track.
It's strange how the people I "loved
to hate" turned out to be two of the
best friends I've been privileged to
enjoy. •

Back on Track

Jack Bohannon has been a
pastor, teacher, administrator, and missionary in North
America, the Middle East,
and Africa. He and his wife,
Donna, make their home in Glenwood
Springs, Colorado.

Our visit over, we reluctantly left
the home place and drove back to campus. A host of happy thoughts tumbled
through my mind as I reflected on the
relationship that was deepening
between me and Donna, the renewed
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DIALOGUES

uestions Doctors Ask
n February 26 I wrote a column requesting
that readers involved in the health-care
field address the issue of medical ethics. In
response I received
e-mail messages and
letters from doctors, nurses, medical students, and administrators
from four countries. Readers discussed the principles that guide
their daily decisions as Seventhday Adventist health professionals,
illustrated their points with stories,
and provided further resources for
investigation.
In determining how to perform their duties in light of
their unique Adventist heritage, these health-care professionals consider the following issues:
• If Jesus were visibly standing next to me, what would
He do?
III How can I look my children in the eye and explain
this?
• Can I live with myself?
• What if there were TV cameras, the press, or a jury
witnessing these activities—are they defensible?
The issue, I have found, is more intricate and complex
than I had imagined. The term medical ethics has several
usages, one reader told me, with the most common being
based upon "social justice—the greatest good for the greatest number—and on the principle of patient autonomy: the
patient's right to make choices regardless of the physician's
recommendations."
The Alumni Postgraduate Convention at Loma Linda
University sponsors an annual Provonsha Lectureship
addressing an issue in ethics, which is included in the online library that can be accessed through the LLU Bioethics
web page (http://www.11u.eduillu/bioethics).
Another reader recommends the book Do We Still Need
Doctors? written by medical ethicist John D. Lantos.
In relating stories to illustrate their concerns, writers
described incidents involving abortion, Sabbath work,
physician-assisted suicide, insurance and fiscal constraints,
sharing news with families, and spiritual care. One writer
even brought up the topic of churches that "air every sick
person's diagnosis from the front." "Don't people realize
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that giving out some diagnoses is unethical, an invasion of
privacy?" she asks.
While it isn't possible to share every story, I present a piece
from a retired physician who remembers with clarity an incident that happened 38 years ago:
"In Africa as a mission doctor, I
visited a small village in Botswana
every month. A little girl about 5
years old always came with her parents to be near as I treated others.
Often I would speak to her about
Jesus and heaven. She would always
say, 'I love you and I love Jesus.'
"On one occasion her parents came, but she did not. Her
parents asked if I would come to her hut to see her. I said,
`Yes, after clinic is finished.' At the hut I found she had died
two weeks before and the parents had salted her body to
preserve it until I could come and resurrect her.
"There I stood in awe, grief, and amazement. At the same
time I wondered What do I do? What do I say? The text
flashed to mind, 'He that believeth in me, the works that I
do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he
do; because I go unto my Father' (John 14:12).
"The parents had faith in me and in my faith in God.
How I wanted to say, 'Maiden, arise!' My whole life and
Christian experience flashed before me. My faith at that
moment in my life was not prepared for the experience I was
then facing. What would Jesus do? What would I do?
"I spoke calmly to those dear faith-filled parents of a time
soon to come when Jesus Himself would call her back to life.
But to this day I wonder if the faith of those dear parents
should not have been rewarded as it was in the days of Jesus
or His disciples. My greatest fear is that through my own
neglect I have failed to meet the need of another."
Let's all remember to hold up our health-care professionals in prayer. The decisions they make today will not easily
be forgotten, even with the passing of years.

"The re I stood in

awe, grief , and
amazement."

Sandra Doran, Ed.D., is an educational consultant
specializing in learning disabilities and attentional
issues.
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CLIFFORD

GOLDSTEIN

Being or N othingness

T

hough barely worth the effort, I just finished
plodding through Jean-Paul Sartre's 800-some
page tome Being and Nothingness, a "phenomenological essay on ontology"—essentially
Sartre's attempt to understand
"what must man be and the world be in order
for a relation between them to be possible."
Toward the end of the book (considered "the
Bible of existentialism") Sartre did write
something incredibly profound. He said that
ultimately "the best way to conceive of the
fundamental project of human reality is to say
that man is a being whose project is to be
God. . . . Or if you prefer, man fundamentally
has the desire to be God."
How fascinating that the century's most
influential atheist would so cogently capture
such a basic theological truth.
"You have said in your heart: 'I will
ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne
Jean-Paul Sartre
above the stars of God; I will also sit on the
mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the
north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be
like the Most High"' (Isa. 14:13, 14, NKJV).
"Son of man, say to the prince of Tyrus, Thus saith the
Lord God; Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast
said, I am a God, I sit in the seat of God in the midst of
the seas; yet thou art a man, and not God, though thou set
thine heart as the heart of God. . . . Therefore thus saith
the Lord God; Because thou hast set thine heart as the heart
of God" (Eze. 28:2-6).
This same desire brought Eve's downfall as well. Lucifer
didn't tempt her with promises of riches, fame, or sensual
pleasure; instead, he used the same thing that did him in:
the desire, as Sartre said, to be like God. When the serpent
told Eve that "you will be like God" (Gen. 3:5, NKJV), she
took the bait, because apparently something inside her
wanted to be "like God."
It didn't end in Eden, either. Paul described the essential
characteristic of the antichrist in terms similar to Sartre's:
"Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall
not come, except there come a falling away first, and that
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; who opposeth
and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is

20 (868)

ADVENTIST REVIEW, JUNE 25, 1998

worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God,
shewing himself that he is God" (2 Thess. 2:3, 4).
No wonder theologian Reinhold Niebuhr wrote, "The sin
of man is that he seeks to make himself God."
What is it about the creature, then, that
wants to be the Creator? Though most of
us don't, at least consciously, think that we
want to be God, the issue is manifested
much more subtly than that. Satan, Eve,
the "son of perdition"—all were seeking an
authority other than the Lord, namely,
themselves. Since God is the sovereign of
the universe, and His essential role is to
rule, to make oneself the final authority, to
set oneself and one's own particular views
as the ultimate standard, is essentially to
try to make oneself God.
Whenever we take prerogatives on ourselves that belong only to God—such as
ignoring a day that God has set aside as holy
and keeping instead one of human choosing—we are making ourselves out to be God. Though he
came at it from a totally different perspective, Sartre's philosophy led him to understand what is essentially the original
original sin.
The great controversy between Christ and antichrist in
the last days will climax around this fundamental issue. Do
we follow the Lord and let Him be God, or do we make ourselves the final authority, and thus become our own gods?
Will we obey God's commands or those of another one?
No matter how big the universe might appear, there's
room for only one God, which means that sooner or later all
the false gods—even those made of bone and wrapped in
sinew and flesh and able to act rationally—must go. And
though Sartre's use of the terms was radically different, the
choice we make here about who will ultimately be God will
determine our fate, which will truly be either "being" or
"nothingness."
Clifford Goldstein is editor of Liberty, a magazine
of religious freedom.
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Have you seen the tears? (R). Pence, Lois G. Mar 19, p30(414).
I don't understand. (B). Tea, Myma. Feb 12, p5(229).
Nightwatch (D). Hansen, Kern A. Mar 151. p22-23(342.343).
The spirit of aloha. Pendleton, David A. Feb 12, p24•25(248-249).
Yam heart's desire. (R). Kline, Fylvia Fowles Feb 12, p30(254).
GOD-RIGHTEOUSNESS: God is not fair. (D). Because, Jeff. Jan 15, p1416(78-80).
GOD-WILL As seeing the invisible. (D).
Petersen, Ivey. Jan 8, p2426(56-58).
Knowing Goclk will. (C). Rock,
Calvin B. Feb 12, p15(239).
GOD-WRATH: Revising the past. (E).
Knott, Bill. May [7], p5(629).
GOLF COURSES-ACCESS FOR THE
PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED: Breaking policy.
(NC). Bryan, Alex. Jan 15,
p20(84).
GOOD AND EVIL: God is nor fan. (D).
Broome, Jeff. Jan 15, p14-16(78-80).
GOOD SAMARITAN: Portrait of a servant. (Parable). Coleman, Sarah E Jan
15, p24-25(88-89).
GRACE (D): Tattoo in the produce section. (R). Stenger, Jack. Jan (11, p30(30).
GRANDPARENTING: The gift of grandmothering. (L). Vincent, Sandra.
May 14, p22-23(678-679).
It doesn't get any better than this. (E). Johnson, William G. Apr [21,
P5(453).
GREALY, LUCY-AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A FACE: Disceming the Divine
imprint. (C). Doran, Sandra Finley. Mar 26, p27(443).
GREAT CONTROVERSY THEME Guardians. (B). Kelly, Colleen. May 21,
p17(705).
The vision glorious: Adventism's unique understanding of human history.
(CF: H). Knott, Bill. May 28, p8-11(728-731).
GREEN WALT, EILEEN-FAMILY: Honor thy father and mother. (CS).
Oreenwalt, Eileen. May 21, p8-13(696-701).
GREENWALT, EILEEN-VIEWS ON THE CHURCH: An inclusive church.
Greenwalt, Eileen. May 21, p11(699).
GRIEF: Finding my voice. (PH). Abbott, Nancy Carver. Jan pm, p38-40(166168).
HABIT BREAKING: Life lines. Ferry, Linda Hyde. Mar (51, p11(331).
HAMILTON, LAURA: I wanted to be a min. (Turning point). Hamilton,
Laura. Apr 16, p29(541).
HANDICAPPED-INDIA: Anil Auchite: A witness in spite of disability.
(CA). Watts, Dorothy Eaton. Apr [30]. p29(605).
HANDICAPPED-MARYLAND David Wood: Each day a miracle. (CA).
Barnabas, China. Apr [301. p21(597).
HARRIS, ALLEN: He brought us Melissa. (PH). Valemuela, Alberto. Jan [291,
n1243(140441).
HARRIS, JIM: A day in the life of a single dad. (CF). Plan, Sherrie. Jun [4],
p8-11(760-763).
HARRIS, PAMELA: He brought us Melissa. (PH). Valemuela, Alberto. Jan
(29], p12-13(140-141). HEALING IN THE GOSPELS: The great
medical missionary. White, Ellen Gould Harmon, 1827- 1915. Mar
26, p12-13(428-429).
HEALING OF THE TEN LEPERS (MIRACLE): What a committee taught
me about God. (E). McClure, Alfred C. Mar 151, p6(326).
HEALTH CARE ETHICS: Questions doctors ask. (C). Doran, Sandra. Jun 25,
p19(867).
HEALTH EVANGELISM: The great medical missionary. White, Ellen Gould
Harmon, 1827- 1915. Mar 26, p12-13(428-429).
The mission of Adventist health case. (CS). Behrens, B. Lyn. Mar 26,
p8-11(424-427).
HEALTHFUL LIVING: Diet and cancer. Hearing it again for the first time.
(F). Knott, Deborah. Feb 26, pl 5- I7(303-305).
Food for thought. (A101). Hodgkin, Georgia E. Mar 12, p17(369).
Is them a veterinarian in the house? (C). Kay, Leslie E Mar 15], p21(341).
It's all about balance. (L). Aridetain, Camle Bmusson. Apr 23, p2628(570.572).
HILLS-PERRY, NEROLI: Neroli Hills-Perry: Investment banking and the
Adventist. (CA). Krause, Bettina. Apr 1301, p34-35(610-611).
HISTORICAL CRITICISM-RELIGIOUS ASPECTS: Jesus and the critics.
(E). Johnston, William G. Feb 26, p5(293).
HITCHHIKING: Getting away. (C). Blake, Christopher. May 21, p29(717).
HOME SCHOOLING: One size does nor fit all. (C). Martin, Deirdre. Apr 16,
p25(537).
HOPE Hope for 'tumblers. (D). Vitrano, Steven P. Mar 26, p24-26(440-442).
Hope in a desperate world. (PH). Johrtsson, William G. Jan (291, P3(131).
A prisoner's hope. (PH). Skip. Jan (291, p36.37(164-165).
Where a hope? (A meditation). Ryan, Mike. Jan 8, p27(59).
HOSPITAUTY-RELIGIOUS ASPECTS: To the church in Battle Creek.
(H). White, Ellen Gould Hannon, 1827-1915. Jan 22, p14(110).
HUGHES, MARK: Marvelous Mark Hughes gets real. Tompkins, Kellie. Feb
19, p10-13.

HUG.ES-MARX RELIC101.1.1166.'s tio stall tiling asamvt.inng just one.
Tompkins, Kellie. Feb 19, p12(268).
HUMANITY: What's the difference? (R). Maffeo, Richard. May 14, p30(686).
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HUMILITY: Humble me. (D). Selman, Kent Daniels May 14, p24-26(680-682).
HUSBANDS: Gentlemen, please remove your hats. (L). Brennen, Barrington
H. Mar 12, p14-16(366- 368).
HYMNS: The Adventist Anthem. (H). Bill Knott and Wayne Hooper. Jun 11.
p13(797).
INCARNATION: The enigma of Jests. (E). Johnson, William G. Jan 22,
p5(101). INDIANS OF NORTH AMERICA-MISSIONS: Soul
winning among Native people in North America. Mar 151, N16(71(1336-337]).
INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES: I was wasting my talents. (L). Willey, Dolly
A. May 28, p24-25(744-745).
Liars and tigers and bean. (CS). Paulien, Jon. Jan 15, p8-12(72-76).
My war. (R). Lee, Gina. Mar 12, p31(383).
INDIVIDUALITY-RELIGIOUS ASPECTS: Beyond WIWI!). (C). Blake,
Christopher. Apr 16, p12(524).
INFANZON. SERGIO: Taming A community lighthouse. Infanzon, Sergio.
May 171. p10(634).
INSCRIPTIONS, AMMONITE Uncovering hope. (PH). Herr, Larry G. Jan
(291, p28-31(156-159).
INTERFAITH MARRIAGE Informed choices: "Our only son 6 engaged to
marry a nonAdventist woman..." (C). Rock. Calvin B. Apr 9,
p13(493).
INTERGENERATIONAL RELATIONS: Honor thy father and mother. (CS).
Greenwalt, Eileen. May 21, p8-13(696-701)•
INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION: Bridging the gap. (L). Dickinson,
Loren. Mar 19, p24.25(408-409).
INTERPERSONAL RELATIONS: A letter to my congregation (F). Heath,
Richard pseud. Apr [2], p24-25(472-473).
Weavings. (C). Doran, Sandra Finley. Apr 23. p17(561).
When healing came. (S). Puen, Ray M. Mar 12, p24-26(376-378).
JENSON, BETTY JUNE AND W GORDON-APPRECIATION: 50 yam in
India. (CS). Jenson, W Gordon. Jan 8, p8-12(40-44).
A life of love and service. Fowler, John M. Jan 8, p11(43).
JESUS CHRIST: The blood. (R). DiDomenico, Keith. Apr 9,1131(511).
The carpenter's son. (R). Wills, Sherian. Jun 25, p31(879).
The fountain of life. (R). Bamford, K. L. May 21, p30(718).
A train with no caboose. (R). Gentle, David S. Apr 16, p31(543).
JESUS CHRIST-ADVERSARIES: Jesus and the critics. (E). Johnson,
William G. Feb 26, p5(293).
JESUS CHRIST-APPEARANCES: A book for all seasons. (D). Black, Barry
C Jan 22, p28.30(124-126).
In the company of the living Christ. (E). Chavez, Stephen. Apr 9, p6(486).
JESUS CHRIST-ART: Hope-pourri. (PH). Jan 1291, p60-61.
JESUS CHRIST-ATONEMENT: I am willing. (E). Ten, Myrna. Apt 23,
p6(550).
JESUS CHRIST-BETRAYAL The Judas virus. (D). McDowell, Lyndon K.
May 28, n15-17(735-737).
JESUS CHRIST-CRUCIFDTION: Prisoners of hope. White, Ellen Gould
Hannon, 1827-1915. Feb 26, p26-27(314-315).
Surviving the second death. (C). Rodriguez, Angel. Feb 12, p11(235).
When love hurts. (E). Rychewski, Ella Mae. Feb 19, p6(262).
JESUS CHRIST-DIVINITY: Right about Jesus. (8). Johnston, William a
Mar 19, p5(389).
The nature of Christ. (C). Rodriguez. Angel. Jun 11, p14(798).
JESUS CHRIST-HISTORICITY: The miracle that shaken the world. (D).
Roennfeldt, Peter. Apr 23, n14-16(558-560).
JESUS CHRIST-HUMANITY: Right about Jests. (E). Janssen, William G.
Mar 19, p5(389).
JESUS CHRIST-KNOWABLENESS: The enigma of Jesus. (E). Johnsson.
William G. Jan 22, p5(101).
Real community. (E). Medley, Carlos. May 21, p6(694).
JESUS CHRIST-LOVE Reflect me. (R). Mouton, Mary L Mar 26, p30(446).
JESUS CHRIST-MIRACLES: Another place, another time. (R). Neepaard,
Joyce. Apr (2], p30(478).
The gat medical missionary. White, Ellen Gould Harmon, 1827- 1915.
Mar 26, p12-13(428-)29).
JESUS CHRIST-PRAYER IN GETHSEMANE: "Up, and to your posts." (R).
Jensen, Dan. Mar [5]. p311351).
JESUS CHRIST-RESURRECTION: Hope for mumblers. (D). \Ammo,
Steven P. Mar 26, p24-26(440-442).
They rook the money. (E). Adams, Roy. Apr 9, p5)485).
JESUS CHRIST-TEACHING METHODS: No easy answers. (D). Dines,
lama A. Feb 19, p28-29(284-285).
JESUS CHRIST-VIEWS ON MAN: (Cod heritage]. White, Ellen Gould
Harmon, 1827.1915. May 21, p16(704).
JESUS CHRIST IN POETRY: Hope-poem. (PH). Jan 129]. P60-61.
JEWELRY-BIBLICAL TEACHING: Outward adornment and inner peace.
(C). Rodriguez, Angel. Apr 9, p28(508).
JOHN, THE APOSTLE, SAINT-AUTHORSHIP: The sure word. (C).
Rodrigo., Angel. May 14, p28(684).
JOLLY, BRAD AND CATHY: In Genghis Khan's stomping grounds. (Special
feature). Chrism, Gerald J. May 14, p16-19(672.675).
JORDAN-ANTIQUITIES: Uncovering hope. (PH). Herr, Larry G. Jan 129],
p28-31(156-159).
JUDAS ISCARIOT The Judas virus. (D). McDowell, Lyndon K. May 28, p1517(735-737).
JUDGES-AUSTRALIA: John Bognall The bat of both worlds. (CA).
Krause, Batista. Apr 1301. P30(606).
JUSTIFICATION: Justification by faith alone (and then some). (C).
Goldstein, Clifford R. Mar 26, p17(433).
KALIGITHI, LILLY: Lilly Kaligithi: Grandmother with a dream. (CA). Warn,
Dorothy Eaton. Apr HO], p42- 43(618-619).
KENNEDY, GERI: Geri Kennedy. Giving the gift of life. (CA). Tun, Myrna.
Apr (301, n10-11(586-587).
KIDNEY-TRANSPLANTATION:Geri Kennedy Giving the gift of life. (CA).
Tea, Myrna. Apr [301, p10.11(586-587).
KINDNESS: Two dozen muffins and a Sabbath potluck. (5). Colton, Cynthia
Patterson. Mar 26, p22-23(438.439).
KING, DONALD G.: Don King Bringing people together (CEC). King,
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Donald G. Feb 19, p30(286).
KING, MARTIN LUTHER JR.-DEATH AND BURIAL: The price of freedom. (C). Nixon, John S. Feb [5], p29(221).
KLAMBERG, INGRID: Ingrid Kliimbert. Counselor to youth. (CA).
Stenbakken, Ardis. Apr (30], p17(593(.
1CLASER, HOWARD: When healing came. (S). Puen, Ray M. Mar 12, p2426(376-378).
KNIGHT, ANNA,-1874-1972: Indomitable spirit. (H). Branson, Roy E. Feb
12, p1214(236-238).
KNOPPER, PETER-DEATH AND BURIAL: Believing, living, hoping.
(PH). Dabrowski, Ray. Jan (29], p42-45(170-173).
KNOTT. BILL-FAMILY: For all generations. (E). Knott, Bill. Jan 15, p5(69).
LA SIERRA UNIVERSITY-WOMEN'S RESOURCE CENTER: Kit Wart.
What's she doing now? (CEC). Warts, Kit. Apr 16, p13(525).
LAGOS-OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES: Grace Adeoye: First-class service.
(CA). Stenbakken, Ardis.
Apr [30], p13(589).
LAW-RELIGIOUS ASPECTS: "Why
do Seventh-day Adventists
preach char Moses' law is
done away with, but...?" (C).
Rock, Calvin B. Feb 12,
p15(239).
LAW AND GOSPEL: Prisoners of hope.
Or Hope
White, Ellen Gould Harmon,
1827-1915. Feb 26, p2627(314-315).
LAWSUITS-AMONG MEMBERS:
Another Angle. (CS sidebar). Anderson, Marla, talking to Roy
Adams. Jun 25, p11(859).
Courting trouble. (CS). Jones, Brian. Jun 25, p8-11) (856-859).
LAWSUITS-THE CHURCH NAME: What's in a name? (F). Knott, Bill.
Jun 25, p12-13(860-861).
LAY MINISTRY: Leis plan Set '99, Part 2. (C). Blake, Christopher. Feb 19,
p17(273).
LAY MISSIONARIES-HISTORY-EUROPE: No permission needed. (H).
Chilson, Adriel. May 14, p13-15(669-671).
LEE, SANG KOO: Sang Lee: A modem apostle with the gospel of health.
(CA). Burton, Shirley. Apr [30], p24-25(600-601).
LEWIS, DAVID AND MARIAN: Always...and forever. (CS). Nash, Andy.
Jun 18, p8-12(824-828).
UNDO, LAVELLEz They shocked the coaches and stunned the public. (F).
Grossman, David. Apr121, p22- 23(470-471).
LINKS, ELIAS: Elias Links: Ambassador foe Chrisc (CA). Chavez, Stephen.
Apr [30], p38-39(6l4. 615).
LITERACY PROGRAMS: Taking back the cities. (CS). McAfee, Flo. May
[71, p8.I1(632-635).
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LOMA LINDA UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER: Kidney donor thanks
Loma Linda University Medical Center for care, support received.
(The Loma Linda Report). White, Joe. Mar [51, A25.261(1345.
3461).
LONELINESS: Lonely? (L). Johnson, Kim Allan. Apr 9, p22-24(502.504).
LOVE: Love lessons at Grasshopper Junction. (C). Kay, Leslie E. Jun [41,
p29(781)•
A parent's love: The passion and the peril]: "I'm not as close to the
church as my parents wish 1
(C). Martin, A. Allan and
Deidre. May 21, p22(710)•
The power of love. Ellen G. White. Jun 25, p114-15(862-863).
Ten ways to say I love you. (L). Parachin, Mare. Feb [51, p14-16(206208).
What's love got ro do with it? Keith Burton. Jun II, p24.26(808-810)•
MABILA, SELINA: From the ground up. (CS). Stenbakken, Ardis. Feb 12,
p8.10(232-234).
MALONE, JIM: Hope for smokers. (PH). Rosich, Angela. Jan (29], p24(152).
MAN-BIBLICAL TEACHING: The missing ingredient on Seinfeld. (C).
Smith, David B. May 21, p24-27(712-7I5).
MAORI MISSIONS-NEW ZEALAND: Adventure: New Zealand-style.
(GM). Brown, Allan and Anna. May [71, p16(640).
MARANATHA VOLUNTEERS INTERNATIONAL-CUBA: Cuba: Four
amazing years. (CS). Johnson. William G. May 14, p8.11(664-667).
A new Cuban revolution. (GM). Ryan, Mike. Mar 151, p12(332).
MARKETING: On the level. (Opinion). Steve Divnick. Jun 18, p24-27(840843).
MARRIAGE I don't understand. (E). Ten, Myrna. Feb 12, p5(229).
A letter from Dad. (R). Shouey, George. May [7], p30(654).
What's love got ro do with it? Keith Burton. Jun 11, p24-26(808.810).
MARRIAGE-BIBLICAL TEACHING: Gentlemen, please remove your
hats. (L). Brennen, Barrington H. Mar 12, p14.16(366- 368).
MARRIED PEOPLE-HUMOR: Dare night. (C). Kay, Leslie E. Jan III,
pl9(19).
MARTIN, CASEY-TRIALS, LITIGATION. ETC.: Breaking policy. (NC).
Bryan, Alex. Jan 15, p20(84).
MASS MEDIA-RELIGIOUS ASPECTS: Adventists and the media. (C).
Johnsson, William G. Mar [51, p13-15(333335).
MASWANGANYI, LILIAN: From the ground up. (CS). Stenbakken, Ardis.
Feb 12, p8.10(232-234).
MATHEMATICS: No easy answers. (D). Dines, James A. Feb 19, p28-29(284285).
MATLOCK. AARON:Aaron Matlock and Biyant Willis: Hitting the streets,
beaches, and clubs. (CA). Apr (30], p45(621).
MATTHEWS. PETER: There's no such thing as converting jun one.
Tompkins, Kellie. Feb 19, p12(268).
McGREW, TAMI: The young and restless. (PH). Caldwell, T Lynn. Jan [291.
p32.35(160.163).
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MEDICAL CARE-RELIGIOUS ASPECTS: The mission of Adventist
health care. (CS). Behrens, B. Lyn. Mar 26, p8-11(424-427).
MEDICAL ETHICS: This is a test. (C). Doran, Sandra Finley Feb 26,
p22(310).
MEN-BIBLICAL TEACHING: "Why do so many believe that Gal made
men better dun womenr (C). Rock, Calvin B. Apr 9, p13.
MENNARD, MIKE: Mike Mennaid: Reflecting a real God in real life. (CA).
Lee, Julie Z. Apr [301, p6-7(582- 583).
MENTAL HEALTH: Lonely! (L). Johnson, Kim Allan. Apr 9, p22-24(502-504).
MENTORING--WASHINGTON (STATE): Laura Flores: One special friend.
(CA). Jimenez, Rosa. Apr [30], p32-33(608-609).
MEPHIBOSHETH. SON OF JONATHAN: When we feel like dirt. (D).
Schwirzer, Jennifer Jill. May 21, p14-16(702-704).
MILITARY CHAPLAINS' SPOUSES: Waiting for His return. (S).
Stenbakken, Richard 0. May [71, p28-29(652.653).
MISSION OF THE CHURCH: The cry of the cities. (CS). McClure, Alfred
C. Jan III, p8.11(8-11). That we might win some. (CS).
Whitehouse, Jerald. Jun 11, p8. 11(792-795).
If I were a rich man. (E). Tea, Myrna. Feb 26, p6(294).
On the Mark. (E). Medley, Carlos. Mar 26, p6(422).
The work. (E). Tea, Myrna. May 14, p6(662).
MISSIONARIES: The presence. (S). Jones. Jan pseud. Apr 23, p22-23(566-567).
A winter's tale. (CS). Knorr, Bill. Jan 22, p8-13(104-109).
MISSIONARIES-INDIA: 50 years in India. (CS). Jenson, W Gordon. Jan 8,
p8.12(40-44).
A life of love and service. Fowler, John M. Jan 8, p11(43).
MISSIONARIES-MONGOLIA: In Genghis Khan's stomping grounds. (Special
feature). Chrism, Gerald J. May 14. p16-19(672-675).
MISSIONARIES-PAPUA NEW GUINEA: Believing, living, hoping. (PH).
Dabrowski, Ray. Jan [291, p42-45(170-173).
MISSIONS TO MUSLIMS-INDONESIA-KALIMANTAN: Christ in
Kalimantan. (CS). Smith, Jackie Ordelheide. Mar 12, p812(360-364).
MONTGOMERY, RUTH: The ghost and Mrs. White. (HI. Coon, Roger W
Jan 15, p26-28(90-92).
MORE, HANNAH: A winter's tale. (CS). Knott. Bill. Jan 22, p8.13(104-109).
MOSES (BIBLICAL LEADER): As seeing the invisible. (D). Petersen, Ivey
Jan 8, p24-26(56-58). MOTHERHOOD-ANECDOTES: Crazy
for you. (C). Kay, Leslie E. May [7], p24(648). MOTORCYCLES-ACCIDENTS: Love lessons at Grasshopper Junction. (C).
Kay, Leslie E. Jun 141, p29(781).
MULTICULTURALISM: Family ties. (E). Nash, Andy. Apr 16, p6(518).
MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS-PATIENTS: Preferring one another. (M. Harris,
Feryl. Jun II, p30(814).
Timothy and Wainette Smith: Small miracles. (CA). Rydzewski, Ella.
Apr (301, p36-37(612-613).
MUNROE, SHIRLEY ANN: Shirley Ann Munroe: All business, all heart.
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INDEX

(Class act). Jordan, Jeanne. Apr [301, p18-19(594-595).
MUSIC-RELIGIOUS ASPECTS: Feelings (wo, wo, wo), feelings: "Should
all music always be directed toward God as worship!" (C). Martin,
A. Allan. Mar 19, pl 7(4013
MUSICIANS: Mike Mennard: Reflecting a real God in real life. (CA). Lee,
Julie Z. Apr 130], p6-7(582. 583).
NAMES, PERSONAL-RELIGIOUS ASPECTS: The spirit of aloha.
Pendleton, David A. Feb 12, p24-25(248-249).
NASH, ANDY-MEDITATIONS: Nash ramblings. (E). Nash, Andy Mar 19,
p6(390).
NATIVE EVANGELISM INITIATIVE: Soul winning among Native people
in North America. Mar 151, p[16-171(1336-3371).
NELSON, VERA M.-FAMILY: Footsteps. (R). Nelson, Vera M. Jan 22,
p31(127).
NET '98: Net '98: Getting relational. (CS). Nelson, Dwight K. Apr [2],
p8-13(456-461).
Of baseball, statistics and Gen Xers.
Aufderhar, Glenn D. Apr [2],
pl 2(4450).
NEW COMMUNITY (ATLANTA,
GEORGIA): The New
Community: Targeting
Atlanta's unchurched Xers.
(MV). Mystery Visitor A. Apr
12], p26(474).
NEW YEAR: Seven candles for the new
year. (El. Johnston, William
G. Jan [I], p5(5).
NEWS REPORTING: Our church paper. (E). Nash, Andy. Jun 18, p6(822).
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS: Linda Chavez: On welfare
reform and moral renewal. (F). Chavez, Linda. Feb [5], p2628(218-220).
NUTRITION: Food for thought. (A101). Hodgkin, Georgia E. Mar 12,
07(369).
OBEDIENCE: Why obey? (D). Folkenberg, Robert S. May [7], p12-14(636638).
ORPHANS-UKRAINE: Boon and Bibles. (PH). Valenzuela, Alberto. Jan
[29],M-5(132-133).
OUTCASTS: Discerning the Divine imprint. (C). Doran, Sandra Finley Mar
26, p27(443).
OZICK, CYNTHIA-VIEWS ON SABBATH: The Sabbath-and
Generation X. (NC). McKee, Sam. Feb 19, p20(276).
PAGANISM-CONGRESSES-CALIFORNIA: The serum of the pagan.
(NC). Gallagher, Jonathan. Apr 9, p20(500).
PANCREAS-CANCER-PATIENTS: Breathe in, breathe out. (L). Griffin,
John Howard. Mar 26, p14-16(430-432).
PARENT AND ADULT CHILD: Honor thy father and mother. (CS).
Greenwalt, Eileen. May 21, p8-13(696-701).
A parent's love: The passion and the peril': "I'm not as clam to the
church as my parents wish I were. But...?"]. (C). Mart. A. Allan.
May 21, p22(710).
Standing firm. (F). Armstrong, Andra. Jun 18, p14-16(830-832).
PARENTHOOD-HUMOR: The language of love. (C). Kay, Leslie E. Apr
121. p21(469).
"That's nor a bongo-it's your plate!" (C). Kay, Leslie. Feb [5],
p17)209).
PARENTHOOD-RELIGIOUS ASPECTS: Now I get it. (E). Chavez,
Stephen. Jan 22, 0(1023
PASTORAL MEDICINE: Rs: Hope. (PH). Whiting, Fay. Jan [29], p2224(150-152).
PASTORS: Pray for all who pastor (E). Knorr, Bill. Feb [5], p5(197).
PEARL OF GREAT PRICE: Accept no subs.... (D). Lindensmith, Karen.
Jun [4], p24-25(776-777).
PEARLS: Accept no substitutes. (D). Lindensmith, Karen. Jun [4], p2425(778777).
PEARSON, WALTER L JR.-FAMILY: Through the spokes of Grandamk
wheelchair (PH). Pearson, Walter L. Jr. J. [29], p52-55(180183).
PEER PRESSURE: The lost weekend. (S). Martin, Renee pseud. Mar 19, p1819(402-403).
People we love to hate. (S). Bohannon, Jack. Jun 25, p16-18(864-866).
PENTECOSTALISM: Religion for the head and heart: "Having come horn a
charismatic background..." (A101). Bien, Gordon. Jan 8, p29(61).
PEOPLE OF GOD: God's segullah. (IQ. Dick, Avery. Apr 23, p31(575).
PERIODICALS-CIRCULATION: Gifts and giving: "Since I became an
Adventist, I've started receiving the Adventist Review...I don't
remember subscribing to it...?" (A101). Johnson, William G. Apr
9, p29(509).
PERIODICALS, PUBLISHING OF-FINANCE To share a dream. (E).
Johnson, William G. Apr 23, p5(549).
PETS-NUTRITION-HUMOR: Is there a veterinarian in the house? (C).
Kay, Leslie E. Mar [5], p21(341).
PHILANTHROPISTS-KOREA (SOUTH): Sang Uk Choo: From orphan to
philanthropist. (CA). Wong, Mary H. T Apr [30], p16(592).
PHYSICIANS: Questions doctors ask. (C). Doran, Sandra. Jun 25, p19(867).
PHYSICIANS-ALCOHOL AND DRUG USE: Gromoded! (S).13elcourt,
Roger. Jan [1], p12-15(12-15).
PHYSICIANS-CALIFORNIA: Sang Lee: A modem apostle with the gospel
of health. (CA). Burton, Shirley. Apr 130], p2425(600-601).
PHYSICIANS-038A: Hope through adversity. (PH). Driskill, Mark. Jan
[291, p26-27(154-155).
POLICE-RELIGIOUS LIFE-PERU: Soldiers for Jesus. (PH). Vaknmela,
Alberto. Jan [29], p10-11(138-139).
POLITICS, PRACTICAL: The noise we make. (E). Adams, Roy Jun [4],
p5(757).
POVERTY: Foe the least of these. (El. Medley Carlos. Jun 25, p6(854).
PRATT, FORREST When healing came. (S). Puen, Ray M. Mar 12, p24PRAYER: Guardia.. (B). Kelly, Colleen. May 21, p17(705).
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The language of love. (C). Kay Leslie E. Apr [21, p21(469).
Now I get it. (E). Chavez, Stephen. Jan 22, p6(102).
0 to be like the bee! (D). Peterson, Mike. Feb [5], p24-25(216-217).
The presence. (S). Jones, Jan pseud. Apr 23, p22-23(566567).
Rx: Hope. (PH). Whiting, Fay. Jan [29], p22-24(150-152).
PRAYER-STUDY AND TEACHING: A nail on the wall. (F). Rychewski,
Ella Mae. Jan 8, p14-15(46-47).
PRAYER, ANSWERS To: Knowing God's will. (C). Rock, Calvin B. Feb 12,
p15(239).
When Jesus "fails." (D). Czereasij, Victor. Mar 19, p26-28(410-412).
Yon heart's desire. (R). Kline, Fylvia Fowler Feb 12, p30(254).
PREACHING: The "Seinfelding" of Adventist preaching. Nerteburg, Kermit
L May 21, p26(714).
PRIDE AND VANITY: Humble me. (D). Selman, Kenr Daniels. May 14,
p24-26(680-682).
PROPHECY-ADVENTIST Standard bearers old and new. (A101). Oliver,
Willie. Jun 11, p19(803).
PRISONERS-CALIFORNIA: A prisoner's hope. (PH). Skip. Jan 129], p3637(164-165).
PROMISE KEEPERS-ADMINISTRATION: Whither Promise Keepers?
(NC). Knott, Bill. Apr 121, p20(468).
PROVIDENCE AND GOVERNMENT OF GOD: For all generations. (E).
Knott, Bill. Jan 15, p5(69).
The mare. principle. (Turning point). Norman, Richard Steven Jr. Mar
12, p30(382).
The power that sustains. (C). Doran, Sandra Finley Jan 22, p15(111).
A suitable promise. (F). Torkelsen, Max C. II. Mar 151, p24(344).
When Jesus "fails." (D). Czerkasij, Victor. Mar 19, p26-28(410-412).
PUBLIC OPINION: The none we make. (E). Adams, Roy Jun [4], p5(757).
PUBLIC WELFARE-GOVERNMENT POLICY: Linda Chavez: On welfare
reform and moral renewal. (F). Chavez, Linda. Feb in p2628(218-220).
PUBLIC WELFARE-RELIGIOUS ASPECTS: Welfare reform and Adventist
Community Services. (Sidebar). Sahlin, Monte. Feb [51, p27)219).
PUBLIC WORSHIP: Religion for the head and heart: "Having come from a
charismatic background, I'm a bit disappointed in the lack of "spirit"
in the congregation I attend." (Adventist 101). Biers, Gordon. Jan 8,
p29(61).
PUBLIC WORSHIP-INDIANA: Tune to myself: A church in Indiana.
(MV). Mystery Visitor C. Mar [5], p30(350).
QUIET HOUR (RADIO PROGRAM)-RUSSIA: Unfinished business.
(Editor's report). Chavez, Stephen. Feb 12, p1619(240-243).
QUIRING, REBECCA: Not just a job, but an adventure! (F). Scott, Greg.
Apr 9, p16-17(496-497).
RACIAL DESIGNATIONS: Questions about origins. (C). Rock, Calvin. Jun
11, p18)802).
RAILROADS-TRAINS-MODELS: A train with no rah.sue. (R). Gentle,
David S. Apr 16, p31(543). REASON-RELIGIOUS ASPECTS:
God: The Evidence: The Reconciliation of Faith and Reason in a
Ponsecular World. (B). McDowell, Lyndon K. Apr 16, p17(529).
RECONCILIATION: When healing came. (S). Poen, Ray M. Mar 12, p2426(376-378).
REED, JOSEPH VERNER: Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations
visits Loma Linda University Medical Center (The Loma Linda
report). Jan 111, n[25-26](125-2613
REICH, WALTER: On shaking hands and tolerance. (NC). Dabrowski, Ray.
Mar 19, p22(406).
RELIGION AND SCIENCE The fourth day: Wrestling with the Genesis creation account. (C). Roth, Arid A. Feb 19, p22-25(278-281).
REMNANT (D): In defense of the Remnant. (E). Johnsson, Wiliam G. May
14, p5(661).
RENAUD, GABRIEL: Gabriel Renaud: Filmmaker (CA). Krause, Bettina.
Apr [301, p8(584).
RETIREES-NEW MEXICO: Shirley Ann Munroe: All business, all heart.
(Clan act). Jordan, Jeanne. Apr 1301, p18-19(594-595).
RETREATS-RELIGIOUS: Never call retreat. (E). Knott, Bill. Jun 11,
p5(789).
RICH MAN AND LAZARUS (PARABLE): Now it's Lazarus' tom. (E).
Chaves, Stephen. Mar 12, p6(358).
ROBBERY-SOUTH AFRICA: The robber wept. (5). Tredoux, Heather. Apr
9, p26-27)506.507).
ROBINSON, DANMOI: An hour well spent. Fields, Vikki Montgomery. May
(71, p11(635).
ROJAS, RAMIRO: Soldiers for Jesus. (PH). Valenzuela, Alberto. Jan [29], p1011(138439).
RUNAWAY TEENAGERS-GREAT BRITAIN: Sight for sore eyes (NC).
Hunter, Roger. Jan 8, p20(52).
RUSSIA-SOCIAL CONDITIONS: I'll get by. (E). Chavez, Stephen. Feb 12,
p6(230).
RUSSIA-RELIGIOUS LIBERTY: A call foe respect. (NC). Beach, Bert B.
May 28, p20(740).
RWANDA-CIVIL WAR, 1994: Left to die. (S). Gurtschuss, Eric. Jan 8, p2223(54-55).
SABBATH: Another place, another time. (R). Neereaard, Joyce. Apr [21,
p30(478).
Let's talk about courage. (E). McClure, Alfred C. Apr 121, p6)454).
The Sabbath-and Generation X. (NC). McKee, Sam. Feb 19, p20(276).
So what's all this about the Sabbath? (PH). Gallagher Jonathan. Jan
129]. p48-50(176-178).
SABBATH-KEEPING: Preserving our witness: "...what constitutes permissible
Sabbath employment...?" (C). Rock, Calvin B. May 14, p12(668).
They shacked the coaches and stunned the public. (F). Grossman,
David. Apr [2], p22- 23(470-471).
SALVATION: "Are we going to have to pay foe all our deeds in heavenr (C).
Allan, Deirdre. Jun 18, p29(845).
Defeat is impossible. (D). Luxton, Andrea. Apr [2], p14-16(462-464).
SAMSON SON OF MANOAH. Samson ID) Arne.: 1 arir..4 A, 16, pt4
16(526-528).
SAN (AFRICAN PEOPLE)-MISSIONS: Far away from home and culture.
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Tirtirau, Sebastian. Apr 9, p10-11(490-491).
SARTRE, JEAN-PAUL: Being or nothingness. (C). Goldstein. Clifford. J.
25, p20(868).
SAVING AND THRIFT: Return on investment. (NC). Knott, Bill. Apr 23,
p20(564)•
SCANDALS: A forest of lies. (NC). Johnston, William G. Apr 16, p20(532).
SCHOOL CHOICE: One size does not fit all. (C). Martin, Deirdre. Apr 16,
p25(537).
SCLERODERMA-PATIENTS: Living in the present tense. (5). Morgan.
Marilyn. Feb 26, p24-25(312-313).
SCULPTORS: Ralph Trethewey: Wood that he could. (CA). Knott, Bill. Apr
1301, P46(622).
SEALS (NUMISMATICS): Uncovering hope. (PH). Hen, Larry G. Jan 1291,
p2831(156-159).
SECOND ADVENT: Through the spokes of Grandma's wheelchair. (PH).
Pearson, Walter L. Jr. Jan [291, p52-55(180-183).
What's the best way to tell a new, young convert that the nearness of the
Second Coining is no reason not to get an education?. (C). Martin,
A. Allan. Mar 19, p17(401).
SEGULLAH (THE HEBREW WORD): God's segullah. (12). Dick, Avery. Apr
23, p31(575).
SEINFELD (TELEVISION PROGRAM): The missing ingredient on Seinfeld.
(C). Smith, David B. May 21, p24-27(712-715).
SELF-SACRIFICE The price of freedom. (C). Nixon, John S. Feb [5],
p29(22I).
SEVENTH HEAVEN (TELEVISION PROGRAM): Anything good on?
Actually, yes. (NC). Nash, Andy Jan
[I], p22)221.
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS: An invitation to attend a Seventh-day
Adventist church. Folkenberg, Robert S. Jan 129], p58(186).
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS-BIOGRAPHY: Aaron Matlock and Bryant
Willis: Hitting the streets, beaches, and clubs. (CA). Apr 130],
p45(621).
Atul Auchire: A wimess in spire of disability (CA). Watts, Dorothy
Eaton. Apr 1301, p29(605).
Corey Currant: Serving God's kids. (CA). Butler, Cari Ann. Apr [30],
p41)617).
David Wood: Each day a miracle. (CA). Bamabas, China- Apr [30],
p21)597).
Elias Links: Ambassador for Christ. (CA). Chavez, Stephen. Apr [30],
p38-39(614.615).
Freeman Duricanson: Spreading light in more ways than one. (CA).
Adams, Roy. Apr 130], p9(585).
Gabriel Renaud: Filmmaker. (CA). Krause, Bettina. Apr [Kt p8)584).
Geri Kennedy: Giving the gift of life. (CA). Tem, Myma. Apr [30], p1011(586-587).
Grace Adeoye: First-clan service. (CA). Stenbakken, Ardis. Apr [30],
p13(589).
Ingrid Klimberg: Counselor to youth. (CA). Stenbakken, Ardis. Apr
1301, p17(593)•
Jan Ekelof: Responding to the call. (CA). Nash, Andy Apr [30], p1415(590-591).
John Bagnall The best of both worlds. (CA). Krause, Bettina. Apr [30],
p30(606).
Laura Flores: One special friend. (CA). Jimenez. Rosa. Apr 1301, p3233(608-609).
Lilly Kaligithe Grandmother with a dream. (CA). Wats, Dorothy Eaton.
Apr [30], p42-43(618-619).
Luis Cajiga: Work of art. (CA). Krause, Bettina. Apr [30], p22(598).
Mike Mermaid: Reflecting a real God in real life. (CA). Lee, Julie Z. Apr
[30], p6-7(582- 583).
Neroli Hills-Perry: Investment banking and the Adventist. (CA).
Krause, Bettina. Apr [30], p34-35(610-61 I ).
Ralph Trethewey: Wood that he could. (CA). Knott, Bill. Apr [30],
p46)622).
Raul Escobar: To serve and to learn. (CA). Stenbakken, Erik. Apr 001,
06-27(602.603).
Sang Lee: A modem apostle with the gospel of health. (CA). Burton,
Shirley. Apr [301, p24-25(600-601).
Sang Uk Chao: From orphan to philanthropist. (CA). Wong, Mary H. T.
Apr [30], p16(592).
Shirley Ann Munroe: All business, all heart. (Class act). Jordan, Jeanne.
Apr [30], p18-19(594595).
Timothy and Wainerte Smith: Small miracles. (CA). Rydzewski, Ella
Mae. Apr [30], p36'37(612-613).
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS-BOOKS AND READING: Serious Bible
study, anyone? Anyone? (NC). Nash, Andy. Mar [5], p20(340).
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS-CHURCH STRUCTURE: Constituent
authority. (C). Folkenberg, Robert. Feb 151, p13(205).
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS-COMMUNICATION: The challenge of
churchspeak. (L). Abbott, Nancy Carver. Feb 19, p8-9(264-265).
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS-CUBA: Cuba: Four amazing years. (CS).
Johnston, William G. May 14, p8-11(664-667).
Hope through adversity. (PH). Driskill, Mark. Jan [29], p26-27(154-155).
A new Cub. revolution. (GM). Ryan, Mike. Mar [5], p12(332).
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS-CUSTOMS AND PRACTICES: 0 to be
like the bee! (D). Peterson, Mike. Feb [5], p24-25(216-217).
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS-DOCTRINES: Seventh-day Adventists
believe. Jan 1291, p59(187).
"Why do Seventh-day Adventism preach that Moses' law is done away
with, but...?" (C). Rock, Calvin B. Feb 12, p15(239).
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS-DOCTRINES-STUDY AND TEACHING: Fresh voices. (E). Adams, Roy Jan 8, p5(37).
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS-EDUCATION: Religion foe the head and
heart: "What exactly is a church school?" (A101). Osborn, Richard
C. Jan 8, p29(61).
SEVENTH-DAYADVENTISTS-EDUCATION-FINANCE: Practical anis.a.
t-airen n. Mar la, pc 413 in
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS-EDUCATION (HIGHER): A college professor shares her heart. (CS). Ketting, Ginger. Apr 16, p8-11(520-523).
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When a teacher lets you down. Apr 16, p10(522).
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS-EDUCATION (HIGHER)-HISTORY:
All that glitters is nor "AU." (CS). Knott, Bill. Apr 23, p8-11(552555).
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS-EMPLOYMENT: Preserving our witness:
"..what constitutes permissible Sabbath employment... r' (C).
Rock, Calvin B. May 14, p12)668).
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS-FINANCE Your tithe dollar (C).
Folkenberg, Robert S. Jun 141, p16-17(768-769).
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS-GOVERNMENT Avenues of service:
"Until I became a member, I didn't realize that Adventists are so
deeply involved in the labor movement..." (A101). Blehm, Walt.
D. Feb 12, p29(253).
The church in session. (C). Folkenberg, Robert S. Apr [2], p27(475).
In one accord. (C). Folkenberg, Robert S. Mar [5], p27(341).
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS-AUSTRALIA: What if? (GM). Mennen,
Bruce. Jun [4], p15(767).
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS-EUROPE: No permission needed. (H).
Chilson, Adriel. May 14, p13-15(669-671).
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS-INDONESIA-KALIMANTAN: Christ
in Kalimantan. (CS). Smith, Jackie Ordelheide. Mar 12, p812(360-364).
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS-LANGUAGE (NEW WORDS, SLANG,
ETC.): The challenge of chruchspeak. (L). Abbott, Nancy Carver.
Feb 19, p8-9(264-265).
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS-MONGOLIA: In Genghis Khan's stomping grounds. (Special feature). Chrism, Gerald J. May 14, p1619(672-675).
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS-NAME Preserving our wimess: "Why do
we refer to ourselves as Simply 'Adventists most of the time...T.
(C). Rock, Calvin B. May 14, p12)668).
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS-RUSSIA: I'll get by. (E). Chavez, Stephen.
Feb 12, p6)230).
Unfinished business. (Editor's report). Chavez, Stephen. Feb 12, p1619(240-243).
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS-STANDARDS: Matters of eating and
drinking. (C). Rodriguez, Angel. Mar 12, p13(365).
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS-STATISTICS: Facts about the Seventhday Adventist Church today. Jan [29], p59087).
SEVENTH-DAY BAPTISTS-EDUCATION-HISTORY: All that glitters is
not "AU." (CS). Knott, Bill. Apr 23, p8-11(552-555).
SHILOH SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH, SPRINGFIELD,
MASSACHUSbl 1 Si (MV). Mystery Visitor 2. Feb151, p22(214).
SHOUEY, DEBORAH WERTLAKE-DEATH AND BURIAL-ANNIVERSARIES, ETC.: A letter hors Dad. (R). Showy, George. May [7],
p30(654).
SINGING: A rock sings. (R). Yancey, Michael. Jan 15, F31)95).
SINGLE FATHERS: A day in the life of a single dad. (CF). Platt, Sherrie. Jun
141, p8-11(760-763).
SKIERS: Don't sweat the small stuff. (NC). Tea, Myrna. Ma 26, p20(436).
SMALL CHURCHES: How to experience spiritual growth in a small church.
Duerksen, Richard. Mar 19, n11-12(395-396).
SMALL GROUPS: They're studying what? (F). Esmond, Dwain N. Feb 19,
p14-16(270-272).
SMITH, TIMOTHY AND WAINETTE Timothy and Wainerte Smith: Small
miracles. (CA). Rydzewski, Ella. Apr 1130], p36-37(612-613).
SOCIAL ACCEPTANCE-RELIGIOUS ASPECTS: Reflect me. (R).
Masson, Mary L Mar 26, F30)446).
SOCIAL SERVICE: Linda Chavez: On welfare reform and moral renewal. (F).
Chavez, Linda. Feb [5], p26' 28(218-220).
SOUTH AFRICA-OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES: Elias Links:
Ambassador for Christ. (CA). Chavez, Stephen. Apr [30], p3839(614- 615).
SPARROWS: Just sparrows. (R). DeWitt, Laurie L. Feb 26, p31(319).
SPIRITUAL LIFE: The Enoch experience. (C). Nixon, John S. May [7],
p27(651). A major mu-gnorner.(NC). Krause, Gary. Feb 12,
p221246).
0 to be like the bee! (D). Peterson, Mike. Feb15], p24-25(216-217).
A rock sings. (R). Yancey, Michael. Jan 15, p31(95).
SPORTS: You got the love? (C). Nixon, John S. Apr [21, F29)477).
STONEBRAKER. ART AND JAN: Living in the present tense. (S). Morgan,
Marilyn. Feb 26, p24-25(312-313).
STORYTELLING: "Tell me your story." (C). Blake, Christopher. Mar 19,
p29(413).
Weavings. (C). Doran, Sandra Finley. Apr 23, p17(561).
STUDENT AID: Practical assistance. (C). Rock, Calvin B. Mar 12, F27)379).
STUDENTS-ALCOHOL USE: The lost weekend. (5). Martin, Renee
pseud. Mar 19, p18-19(402-403).
STUDENTS-RELIGIOUS LIFE: A college professor shares her heart. (CS).
Ketting, Ginger. Apr 16, p8-11(520-523).
STUDENTS-WASHINGTON (STATE): Laura Flores: One special friend.
(CA). Jimenez, Rosa. Apr [30], p32-33(608-609).
SUFI 71 E, PATTY: Boots and Bibles. (PH). Valensuela, Alberto. Jan [29], p45(132-I33).
SUFFERING: God is not fair. (D). Bromine, Jeff. Jan 15, p14-16(78-80).
ki quiet desperation. (L). Wong. Mary. Jan 8, p16-17(48-49).
"This is a battle." (R). Brass, Lad.. Feb 15), p30(222).
Through the spokes of Grandma's wheelchair. (PH). Pearson. Walter L.
Jr. Jan [291, p52-55(180-183).
When Jesus "fails." (D). Czerkasij, Victor. Mar 19, p26-28(410-412).
When love hurts. (E). Rydzewski, Ella Mae. Feb 19, p6(262).
SUFFERING OF GOD: Have you seen the team? (RI. Pecce, Lois G. Mar 19,
p30(414)•
When love hurts. (E). Rydzewski, Ella. Feb 19, p6(262).
SUICIDE: It doesn't get any better than this. (E). Johnson, William G. Apr
[2], F5)453).
TATTOOING: Tattoos in the produce section. (R). Stenger, Jack. Jan la
p30(30).
TEACHERS: When a teacher lets you down. Apr 16, p10(522).
TELEVISION PROGRAMS: Anything good on? Actually yes. (NC). Nash,

Andy. Jan II), p22)22).
TEMPLE UNIVERSITY: On the mark. (E). Medley, Carlos. Mar 26, p6(422).
TEMPTATION: Spiritual rubbish. (E). Medley, Carlos. Feb 19, p5(261).
TIRTIRAU, SEBASTIAN: They called me "The Beast." (CS). Trtirau,
Sebastian. Apr 9, p8-12(488-492).
TITHES: Present rewards and future glory: "Having donated land to the conference which then sold it, can the proceeds of the sale be considered as tither (C). Rock, Calvin B. Jan 8, P13(45).
Your tithe dollar. (C). Folltenberg, Robert S. Jun 141, p16-17(768-769).
TOBACCO HABIT-TREATMENT Doctor Hope. (CS). Gallagher,
Jonathan. Mar 151, p8-11(328-33I).
Hope for smokers. (PH). Rosich, Angela. J.1291, p24(152).
TOBACCOHABIT-TREATMENT-CASE STUDIES: Life lines. Ferry,
Linda Hyder. Mar
151, P11031)TOLERATION-RELIGIOUS ASPECTS: On shaking hands and tolerance.
(NC). Dabrowski, Ray. Mar 19, p22)406).
TRANSPLANTATION OF ORGANS, TISSUES, ETC.: Kidney donor
thanks lama Linda University Medical Center for care, support
received. (The lama Linda Report). White, Joe. Mar [5], pl25261(1343346)).
TREASON-RELIGIOUS ASPECTS: The Judas virus. (D). McDowell,
Lyndon K. May 28, p15-17(735-737).
TREDOUX, HEATHER: From the ground up. (CS). Stenbakken, Ardis. Feb
12, p8-10(232-234).
TRETHEWEY, RALPH: Ralph Treshewey: Wood that he could. (CA). Knott,
Bill. Apr 001, p46(622).
TRIEBWASSER. ROBERT: Not just a job, but an adventure! (F). Scott. Greg.
Apr 9, p1617(496-497).
TRUST IN GOD: The manna principle. (Turning point). Norman, Richard
Steven Jr. Mar 12, p30(382).
Prime your pump. (D). Lindensmith, Darrel. Apr 23, p24-25(568-569).
What a committee taught me about God. (E). McClure, Alfred C. Mar
[5], p6(326).
When Jesus "fads." (D). Czerkasij, Victor. Mar 19, p26-28(410-412).
TRUTHFULNESS AND FALSEHOOD A forest of lies. (NC). Johnson,
William G. Apr 16, p20(532).
TUTORS AND TUTORING: An hour well spent. Fields, Vikki Montgomery.
May [7], p11(635).
Tutoring: A community lighthouse. !demon, Sergio. May 171, p10(634).
UNITED NATIONS: Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations visits
Loma Linda University Medical Center. (The Loma Linda report).
Jan [1], W5-261()25-26W
UNITED STATES-CIVIL WAR, 1861-1865-CAMPAIGNS: "Up, and to
your posts." (R). Jensen, Dan. Mar 15), p31(351)•
UNIVERSE: The fourth day: Wrestling with the Genesis creation account.
(C). Roth, Ariel A. Feb 19, p22-251278-281).
VAN ERT, SONDRA: Don't swear the small stuff. (NC). Tea, Myrna. Mar 26,
p20(436(.
VEGETARIANISM: Food for thought. (A101). Hodgkin, Georgia E. Mar 12,
p17(369).
Is there a veterinarian in the house? (C). Kay Leslie E. Mar 151,
p21(341).
VETERINARIANS: Fur and feather stewardship. (R). Barcelow. Laurie G. Feb
19, p31(287).
VICTIMS OF CRIMES: The power that sustains. (C). Doran, Sandra Finley
Jan 22,05(111).
VIETNAMESE-CALIFORNIA: My war. (R). Lee, Gina. Mar 12, p31(383(.
VISITORS, CHURCH: Gadsden, Alabama, Seventh-day Adventist Church.
(MV). Mystery Visitor A. Jan Ill, p24(24)•
The New Community: Targeting Atlanta's unchurched Xers. (MV).
Mystery Visitor A. Apr [2], p26(474).
Time to myself: A church in Indiana. (MV). Mystery Visitor C. Mar [51,
F30)350).
Unspoken messages. (MV). Mystery Visitor B. May
p17(641).
Where it's warm. (MV). Mystery Visitor C. Jun 141, p28(780).
VOLUNTEERS: Not just a job, but an adventure! (F). Scott, Greg. Apr 9,
p16-17(496497).
WAGGONER, LUKE: Not just a job, but an adventure! (F). Scott, G.S. Apt
9, p16-17(496-497).
WATER RESOURCES-PITCAIRN ISLAND: Water foe life. (R). Petty,
Thurman C. Jr. Jan 8, p31(63).
WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT-PAKISTAN: Believing, living,
hoping. (PH). Dabrowski, Ray. Jan [29], p42-45(170-173).
WATTS, KIT: Kit Watts: What's she doing now? (CEC). Watts. Kit. Apr 16,
p13(525).
WHITE, ELLEN GOULD HARMON,-1827-1915: Standard bearers old and
new. (A101). Oliver, Willie. Jun II, p19(803)•
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Messenger of the Lord
Herbert E. Douglass
Messenger of the Lord is the first

comprehensive study of Ellen White's
prophetic ministry to appear since the
mid-1950s. Since then, criticism has
been leveled against her and her work
in a number of areas,
and much has
been learned
regarding revelation/inspiration
and how it operated in the work
and life of Ellen
White.
0-8163-1622-8.
Hardcover, 640
pages. US$24.99,
Cdn$35.99.

The Voice of the Spirit
This exceptional book discusses
the gift of prophecy in a new light.
Insightful and provocative, Juan
Carlos Viera, director of the White
Estate, defines the difference
between verbal inspiration and
thought inspiration. 0-81631654-6. Paper.
US$8.99,
Cdn$ 12.99. Also

Available at your local Adventist Book Center
or call 1-800-765-6955.
Pacific Pressl' Publishing Association
Creating the future of Adventist publishing
Visit us at www.pacificpress.com
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Conflict of the Ages Series
This classic set of five volumes of
Ellen White's writings spans time from
before the earth's beginning to the fulfillment of God's plan for His people.
It is now available in quality inexpensive newsprint. 4-3330-0183-2.
Newsprint. US$24.99, Cdn$35.99.
Set includes: Patriarchs and Prophets,

Prophets and Kings, The Desire of Ages,
The Acts of the Apostles, The Great

Controversy Between Christ and Satan

available in
Spanish
0-8163-1661-9.

1997' Pacific Press' Publishing Association .460/85591)
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The Carpenter's Son

M

y dad has a saying that goes something like
this: "I once had some chickens I fed sawdust. The hen laid eggs and sat on them to
keep them warm. But as the chicks
hatched, I discovered that they all had
cedar chests and wooden legs!"
Well, I suppose because of my dad's great love of woodworking, if they ever took an X-ray of him they'd find that he
too has a cedar chest and wooden legs.
Lynwood E. Bayne, born the son of a carpenter, followed in his father's footsteps from
an early age. He began his career as a laborer
and worked his way up the ranks to the position of construction superintendent.
Just as an artist with fine brushstrokes
paints a landscape across the canvas, my
dad, as overseer of construction, left his
marks etched on the skyline of the Roanoke
Valley in Virginia. Some of his more notable
accomplishments include Towers Mall
Shopping Center, the downtown Dominion
Bank building (now called First Union), and the 1971 addition to the Roanoke Memorial Hospital.
Michelangelo once replied, when asked why he was dragging a piece of marble through town, "Because there's an
angel in there trying to get out." My dad has the same love
affair with woods. Give him a piece of warm pink oak, dark
rich walnut, or smooth-grained birch, and he sees a piece of
furniture or cabinetwork trying to escape.
Although his work has been noteworthy, I prefer to think of
my dad for his devotion to God and family—for his unwavering
loyalty and support (both financially and emotionally) to us his
children, his grandchildren, and now his great-grandchildren.
My dad instilled in me the love of the written word, for
which I will ever be grateful. My fondest childhood memory is
that of snuggling on the couch beside him as he read stories to
me from a set of tattered old encyclopedias, Ideals magazines,
or a book of poetry.
When I announced my secret desire (almost a half century
later) to become a writer, my dad took me seriously. He bolstered my sinking morale, and when I received one rejection
slip after another, he encouraged me to keep writing. Then he
rejoiced with me when at last I made my first sale.
More than that, however, I'm thankful for his quiet example

BY SHERIAN WILLS

of faith in God. He does not preach his religion; he lives it. My
dad has never been a church elder; neither has he spoken from
the pulpit. Other than his service as deacon, most of his contributions have been done quietly behind the scenes—janitorial
work, mowing and trimming bushes, repair jobs, and carpentry
for the Roanoke Memorial Avenue church, its Community
Services, and its school.
My dad has been a regular volunteer in the fruit program at
Roanoke Adventist Preparatory School. He's
helped unload the tractor trailers of fruit sold
to help support the school. He's painted lines
for parking and directed traffic for pickup.
He's carried out the heavy cartons and loaded
them into customers' vehicles, and he's delivered the fruit to the shut-ins and the elderly
who were unable to pick up their orders.
Though he's now 84 years old, my dad
hasn't retired from service. He's a deacon in
the North Valley church, where he is now a
member. Our new congregation meets in a
rented church, but my dad's handiwork can be
seen dotted around the church on any given Sabbath. He does
work for our congregation, and has done carpentry for the
denomination from which we rent. Dad is currently drawing
potential building plans for our future church.
Cedar chest and wooden legs? Well, probably so. Not only
was his earthly father a carpenter, but his heavenly Brother
was one as well, for He worked in a carpenter shop in the little town of Nazareth almost 2,000 years ago. "He learned a
trade, and with His own hands worked in the carpenter's shop
with Joseph. . . . He was not willing to be defective, even in
the handling of tools. He was perfect as a workman, as He was
perfect in character."* So perhaps it's the sawdust that runs
through my dad's veins that enables him to be, as Paul
admonishes, "not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving
the Lord" (Rom. 12:11). ■
* The Desire of Ages, p. 72.

Sherian Wills is a freelance writer from Bedford,
Virginia.
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1998 VOICE OF PROPHECY

Hosted by Lonnie and Jeannie Melashenko
with Bob and Sharon Edwards
& Joe and Anne Melashenko

11-Day Tour - September 0-16, 1998
with Optional Extension to Eilat, Sinai, and Jordan

C

ome walk with us where
Jesus walked! Our tour is
limited to only 99 people
(two tour buses) and is rapidly
filling up. This life-changing
trip features five-star deluxe
accommodations and
excellent Israeli tour guides
— plus our own Voice of
Prophecy staff who will
attend to your every need.
Request your free color
brochure and tour
application today by
calling 800-429-5700.
Tour price: $2149. Includes round
trip airfare from New York, fivestar accommodations, full Israeli
breakfast and dinner daily,
complete sightseeing program and
entrance fees on itinerary, all
transfers, porterage at airport and
hotels, tips for driver and guide.
Extension tour: $799.

Voice of Prophecy Box 53055 Los Angeles, CA 9005
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