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Malayan Union Biennial Session 
BY CLYDE C. CLEVELAND 

The eighth biennial session of the Malayan Union 
Mission was held at the Union headquarters in Singa-
pore on June 5-13, 1953. For the first time at a 
biennial session, it was possible to hold our evening 
meetings and week-end services in the Balestier Road 
church which was purchased and remodelled just 
subsequent to the last biennial session. Even this 
church seating over 600 was filled to capacity for 
the Sabbath services by the 116 delegates, the visit-
ors, and the adult members of the four local churches. 
Sabbath meetings for the young people were held in 
the Malayan Union Seminary chapel. 

Since Singapore is the headquarters of the Far 
Eastern Division, we were privileged to have a good 
representation of Division workers at our session 
including V. T. Armstrong, C. P. Sorensen, Secretary, 
and P. L. Williams, Treasurer. The good counsel 
of these brethren was much appreciated as well as 
the Medical Cadet meetings held by C. P. Sorenson 
and the Evangelists Workshop conducted by W. J. 
Hackett. Much practical instruction was received by  

our workers at these meetings, and many expressed 
their conviction that this special help will result in 
more souls won. 

Our Union membership has made steady progress 
since our first post-war membership total of 1,947 at 
the close of the year 1947. For the five-year period 
1948-52 we increased our membership by a net total 
of 1,684 which is a percentage gain of 86.5%. How-
ever, the General Conference goal is to double the 
1949 membership by the crose of 1953. Study was 
given to this challenge and plans laid to enable us 
to meet it. 

The question of increasing our tithe was given 
serious consideration. A plan was adopted whereby 
a copy of the monthly church treasurers audited 
report showing all tithe and offerings, but without 
individual names, is to be posted monthly in each 
church. This will enable the members to determine 
if their church is faithful in these important matters. 

One of the orttstanclimt forward moves of this bien- 
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nial session was the establishment of a Chinese Sec-
tion in our Malayan Union Seminary. This will be 
devoted entirely to the training of ministers and 
Bible instructors in the Chinese language. For the 
first year starting January, 1954, a minimum goal 
was set of two students from each local mission. A 
scholarship fund is being raised to aid the students 
enrolling in this section. 

On the final Sabbath of the biennial session a 
special offering was taken for evangelism. A total 
of M$20,018 was received in pledges and cash which 
is the largest single offering on record. 

Our People left this session with the assurance 
that the Holy Spirit had indeed been in our midst. 
We look forward to the more rapid advance of the 
Third Angel's Message in this field. 

Ordination Conducted at 
Malayan Union Biennial Session 

BY MRS. H. K. SHOW 

The ordination service held on Sabbath afternoon, 
June 13, came as a fitting climax to a week of spirit-
ual refreshment. A large number of fellow-workers 
and friends gathered to see three more of the Lord's 
servants set apart to the gospel ministry. Pastor 
J: M. Nerness preached on the qualifications of these 
"twice-called" men, first called from the world into 
the church, and then called by the church to do 
greater service for the Master. Pastor C. P. Sorensen 
gave the ordination charge to the candidates—K. T. 
Kong, union treasurer, Y. F. Chong, Pastor-evan-
gelist of Ipoh, and Pham Thien, publishing secretary 
for the Indo-China Mission. Pastor R. A. Pohan 
led in the prayer when the hands of ordination were 
laid on these workers. 

While this service came as a climax to the blessings 
of the Biennial Session, it was not a climax to the 
work of these three men. Rather, it was a recogni-
tion of the evidence of their living the "twice-called" 
life by investing in them the authority of the church. 

K. T. Kong,han Thien and Y. F. Chong 
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NORTH BORNEO MISSION 

President 	  A Mountain 
Secretary-Treasurer 	 D. P. Siagian 

P.O. Box 34, Jesselton, North Borneo 

Golden Wedding Ceremony 

BY LIANG CHING SIN 

The happiness that we enjoy here on earth all 
comes from God. We should praise and give thanks 
to Him for the grace He has bestowed upon us. 
Elder and Mrs. Phang En Fook of Jesselton were 
the first fruits of the church there. They have been 
serving the Lord zealously for a number of years. 
On March 1 of this year they held their golden wed-
ding ceremony at their eldest son's new house to 
thank God for what He has done for them during 
these years. All their friends and relatives were 
cordially invited to.participate in this grand occasion. 

The ceremony began with the singing of a most 
appropriate hymn—"All the Way My Saviour Leads 
Me." Prayer was offered by Mr. Chung En Kwui. 
The writer then gave a short talk on Marriage as 
revealed in the Bible. Elder Phang then gave his 
testimony, thanking God for His goodness and in-
structing the children and grandchildren to love God 
and keep His commandments. He showed the record 
of his tithes paid during the years to prove God has 
been richly blessing him. In closing, prayer was 
offered by Mr Chan En Fook and Mr. Phang Tan 
Ching. Following the ceremony a reception was held. 
All those present rejoiced with Elder and Mrs. Phang 
on this happy occasion. 

INDO-CHINA MISSION 
President 	  E. H. Wallace 
Vice-President 	  P. T. Thanh 
Secretary-Treasurer 	  Le Huu 

Boite postale 453, Saigon, Indo-China 

Disappearance of Another Colporteur 

BY PHAM THIEN 

The fifth of June was a gloomy day for Brother 
Ngo-van Phai's family, for the church, and for the 
publishing department. 

As usual, Brother Ngo-van-Phai left home for 
his territory. He reminded his wife to tell his mother 
that he would return around four o'clock that after-
noon; and requested that she have all preparations 
made for the coming Sabbath by that time. At four 
o'clock he had not returned. The clock struck five, 
then six, and still his family waited in vain. Fear 
began to mount in their minds, as they envisioned 
their husband and father involved in an accident, 
kidnapping, or other misfortune. 
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Colporteur Ngo-Van Phai and Family 
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During the hours of the night the poor wife spent 
her time weeping and calling upon God for protection. 
Many times the footsteps of a late traveller kindled 
a hope in her, only to disappoint her more bitterly 
a few minutes later. At daybreak she dressed her-
self and children, and made her way to the home of 
the pastor, Elder Nguyen-van-Xuan. With tear-
filled eyes and broken voice she told of the disappear-
ance of her husband. Soon the entire congregation 
was aware of this shocking news, and united prayers 
ascended to heaven in our brother's behalf. Imme-
diately following the service Elder Nguyen-van-Xuan 
cycled to Brother Phai's working territory to search 
for him. A number of the People mentioned having 
seen the "man with the books," but none knew where 
he had gone. Further inquiries at several military 
posts in that section proved fruitless. Since that 
time no word has come of our brother, but still our 
prayer and petitions rise to our tender and merciful 
Father. According to our opinion he was perhaps 
lost after adventuring further into the forbidden 
territory. 

Being a devout Bhuddist until the age of 16, 
Brother Phai had spent a holy life among priests 
in temples. After a long period of singing prayers 
before idols, beating the drum and tocsin, he re-
signed his priesthood and returned to his village to 
become a soothsayer. He wandered from place to 
place, telling fortunes, chances, and coming events. 
Still his heart found no peace until in July, 1948 
when the light of God's truth was revealed to him. 

He received the gospel eagerly and was baptized 
into the Seventh-day Adventist church after attend-
ing a baptismal class for several months. On a joy-
ful day in 1949 he and his wife were buried together 
in baptism. A great change came into his life, and 
he decided to follow his Master all the way and be-
came a colporteur with the aim of gaining souls for 
Christ. He had set a highly appreciated example  

among his co-workers in drawing a number of people 
to our church by tracts and Voice of Prophecy en-
rollment cards given together with the books he sold. 
In September, 1951 Brother Phai was accepted as 
a regular colporteur in our publishing department. 

Under these sorrowful circumstances we can only 
say, "God's will be done," and trust in His prom'ses 
and hope for a soon-coming reunion. We trust that 
our brethren will join us in prayers for the return 
of our beloved colporteur and that all will do their 
part in helping our sorrowing sister and her four 
children. 

A Profitable Series in Tourane 
BY R. H. WENTLAND, JR. 

It was rewarding to see the enthusiasm and joy 
of the Tourane church members as Pastor Pham 
Thien and the writer arrived on April 24 to assist 
in a short series of eight evangelistic meetings. Be-
fore launching in to the public meetings we conducted 
three revival services in which each of the members 
renewed their consecration to the Lord. 

The public meetings were well attended from the 
start to the finish. A larger number of adults at-
tended this series than the one we held last year and 
we thank the Lord for this. The first two nights 
we distributed attendance cards and offered a beau-
tifully bound copy of the Steps to Christ to every-
one who came seven out of the eight services. They 
turned in their names and addresses on the stubs 
they tore off these cards, giving us and the pastor 
a number of names to visit during the series and 
for follow-up Bible studies thereafter. We made 
some interesting contacts this way. An appeal was 
made at the close of every sermon for the people to 
accept Christ. As a result two fine women came 
forward and gave their hearts to the Lord. We hope 
and pray that they will be ready for baptism at the 
next series of meetings. 

At the close of one meeting in which I bad 
preached in English with Pastor Thien translating, I 
went to the door to shake hands with all who had 
attended. I did not know exactly what to expect 

Baptismal Group at Tourane 
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when a soldier in the French Foreign Legion ap-
proached me, for very frequently they were drunk 
when they entered the premises. You can imagine 
my surprise when he told me in beautiful English 
how very much good the sermon had done him, for 
he had been standing outside the window during the 
entire sermon. He was a young English fellow who 
had taken an active part in his local Anglican church 
back home. He said that this sermon on Christ and 
His infinite compassion had cheered his heart in 
preparation for his going to the front lines in the 
near future. 

On the last Sabbath afternoon of our stay we 
made our way to the sandy banks of the Tourane 
River where seven were baptized in Christ. Six were 
young people of the church. The other was the 
mother of one of the young men who works in our 
press in Saigon. We solicit your earnest prayers on 
behalf of the Tourane membership as well as for 
those who might be in the valley of decision in that 
area. 

THAILAND MISSION 
President 	 Wayne A. Martin 
Vice-President 	  V. L. Kon 
Secretary-Treasurer 	 S. T. Soh 
1325 Rama IV. Road, Bangkok, Thailand 

Tragic Death of Mrs. J. E. Sandness 
The last issue of the MESSENGER gave a brief 

note of the death of Mrs. J. E. Sandness and the 
little son of Brother and Sister Prayoon. The fol-
lowing letter received in the Union office from R. M. 
Milne gives us the details of that tragic event. 

"April 30, Nai Prayoon, C. R. Jepson and I went 
to Ubol. The effort in Ubol had closed a week pre-
viously and Nai Prayoon had come to Bangkok to 
be with his family for a week. He now returned with 
us to continue Bible studies and to follow up the 
interested ones. He took along his son, Pramoan, 
who though only six years old, was a manly little 
fellow and would be company for him. 

"Sek Tong and Sopon met us at the station Friday 
morning with the good news that ten persons were 
ready for baptism, and that all were waiting for us 
at the Clinic. After a meeting to examine the can-
didates, we went to a quiet place on the river below 
the town for the baptism. 

"Sabbath morning, Brother Jepson had the service 
and fer the first time in three years we celebrated the 
communion service. It was a blessed occasion for all. 

"A church picnic had been planned for Sunday. 
At 9 o'clock the group of about 50, including the 
children, started by bus for a beautiful waterfall 80 
kilometers east of Ubol and near the Mekong River. 
By ten' o'clock we had gone 37 kilometers, when the 
bus gradually veered to the opposite side of the road. 

Sandness Family and Friends at Grave 
M±k-i-c4ftiVf% 

Not until the front wheels were bumping wildly over 
the mounds of gravel and earth on the roadside 
did the driver seemed to realize that something was 
wrong. He suddenly jammed the brakes. In an 
instant the whole bus swung across the road and went 
over on its side, even almost over on its top, then 
dropped back on its side. All inside were thrown 
in a heap. Some were very badly cut and bruised 
and some were knocked unconscious but the largest 
number were unhurt. 

"Mrs. Sandness was sitting in the front seat of 
the bus on the outside left. Two American ladies 
sat beside her, then the driver and then Dr. Sandness • 
with his daughter Sylvia. Mrs. Sandness was hold-
ing Pramoan on her lap. In the upset she was 
thrown out on her back somehow so that the front 
part of the bus came down and crushed her. She 
died instantly. The boy was not under the bus but 
he had broken ribs and never regained consciousness. 
He stopped breathing in just a few minutes. 

In a couple of minutes we got everyone out of 
the bus and then all of us who could got hold of the 
top of the bus and heaved it over on its wheels. Only 
then could we get Mrs. Sandness out. . . . All the 
chilCren, except Pramoan, escaped without injury. 

"One nurse who came along had two small bottles 
of iodine and a handful of cotton and bandages. 
Not nearly enough. 

"We had passed a sawmill about five kilometers 
back. Nai Prui walked back and returned with a truck 
which we sent on to Pibol, nine kilometers 
back. The nurse found the dispensary and the dresser 
came back in a jeep with dressings. Soon the Nai Am-
phur and police came. About noon another bus came 
to take the seriously injured back to Ubol. The rest 
waited a long time but no other trucks came. Finally 
the Amphur and police drove back to Pibol and com-
mandeered an old bus to pick us up. We got back 
to Ubol about 5 o'clock. 

"There are no ambulances out that way and it was 
a hard ride for the injured back to Ubol. We had 
to wrap Mrs. Sandness in a grass mat and tarpaulin 
we got from the truck. The injured all went to the 
Government Hospital. Somewhere Brother Pruie 
found a coffin for Mrs. Sandness and a friend quickly 
made one for Pramoan. 
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Editor 
Associate Editor 	  MRS. H. K. SHOW 

"By evening all Ubol had learned of the tragedy 
and it was indeed touching to see so many come to 
to offer their sincere sympathies. All Monday 
morning, as the coffins waited in the clinic hall for 
the funeral, people came to pay their respects. The 
manager of the bank spoke a real tribute to Dr. 
and Mrs. Sandness when he said, 'They came to us 
as foreigners—Americans—but they considered them-
selves as one of us and we liked them for that.' 

"The funeral service was held in the Clinic entrance 
and then, with a truck for a hearse, we took the 
coffins to the Mission compound where they were 
buried in a corner of the lot. A great many followed 
all the way for the final committal service." 

The following is the seventh of a group of state-
ments on the subject of tithing which we have received 
from the General Conference with the request that 
one be published in each edition of "The Messenger." 
We know that all of our readers will be grateful for 
the opportunity of reviewing what has been written 
for our instruction on this most important topic. 

God Leaves Us Free to Determine 
Our Tithe 

"Voluntary offerings and the tithe constitute the 
revenue of the gospel. Of the means which are en-
trusted to man, God claims a certain portion, a tithe; 
but he leaves all free to say how much the tithe is, 
and whether or not they will give more than this. 
They are to give as they purpose in their hearts. 
But when the heart is stirred by the influence of 
the Spirit of God, and a vow is made to give a cer-
tain amount, the one who vowed has no longer any 
right to the consecrated portion. He has given his 
pledge before men, and they are called to witness to 
the transaction. At the same time he has incurred 
an obligation of the most sacred character to co-
operate with the Lord in building up His kingdom 
on earth. Promises of this kind made to men would 
be considered binding. Are they not more sacred 
and binding when made to God? Are promises tried 
in the court of conscience less binding than written 
agreements with men?" 5T 149. 

Around the Union 

• The following is quoted from a recent letter 
to the union office from Pastor Chong Yum Foh—
"I am very glad to inform you that the Kampar 
effort started on the first of May and the attendance 
has been very encouraging. The people today are 
really hungering after the truth, so it is our golden 
opportunity to preach the gospel to them. We are 
soliciting prayers from our brethren that through 
this effort many people will learn to know God and 
to love Him. Many of those attending are Voice 
of Prophecy students." 

• After the many departures from the union com-
pound, Sabbath, May 9, was a day of many welcomes. 
The first to arrive were Mr. and Mrs. B. P. Haskell 
and Miss Elizabeth Rogers from a much-appreciated 
trip to Western Australia. Within a half hour's 
time another ship tied up to the dock with Elder 
and Mrs. C. C. Cleveland and Sydney and Elder 
and Mrs. J. L. Pogue and Jamey and Jerry aboard. 
It was indeed a pleasure to welcome these fellow-
workers back to the Malayan Union. 

• Miss Annie Chan, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter Chan of Singapore, has recently arrived 
at Pacific Union College, California, to further her 
education. She writes that the scenery is beautiful, 
and she is looking forward to her studies there. • 

• Dr. and Mrs. G. McLaren and children, Margaret, 
Tom, and Jill, arrived from Australia on July 5 to 
connect with Youngberg Memorial Hospital. A num-
ber of their co-workers in Singapore were on hand 
to greet them. 

• Dr. and Mrs. Ralph Waddel and children, Beverly, 
Corlene and Ralph left Thailand for their homeland. 
They were joined in Penang by Halden Ritz, son 
of Elder and Mrs. A. P. Ritz, who is returning to 
the States to take up his college studies at Walla 
Walla College. 

• Lake Toba in Sumatra has beckoned a number of 
our Union families this summer. Mr. and Mrs. H. 
K. Show and sons recently returned from two weeks 
there. Dr. and Mrs. Brueske and family, Dr. and 
Mrs. Coffin and Kathy, and Mr. and Mrs. Elwood 
Sherrard and daughters are vacationing there at the 
present time. 

• The young people of Malaya are looking forward 
to the Malayan Youth Camp to be held the end of 
August. Watch for their report next issue. 

• The Chinese evangelistic services being conducted 
in the Balestier Road church are being well attended. 
Pastor Ho Wai Yue is the evangelist in charge, and 
is being loyally supported by his corp of workers 
and lay members of the Singapore Chinese church. 

C. C. CLEVELAND 
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