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"ne ridfrig Was Done Suddenly" 
BY C. C. CLEVELAND 

A new day had dawned for the Children of Israel. 
The good King Hezekiah "did that which was right 
in the sight of the Lord." The holy sanctuary which 
had long fallen into disuse was cleansed and 'made 
ready for service. "They began on the first day 
of the first month to sanctify." Once again, the 
sacrificial service ordained of God was faithfully car-
ried on in the house of the Lord. 

Next in order was the destruc-
tion of the symbols of idolatory. 
They "brake the images in 
pieces, and cut down the groves, 
and threw down the high places 
and the altars out of all Judah 
and Benjamin, in Ephraim also 
and Manasseh, until they had 
utterly destroyed them all." No 
vestige of a false worship re-
mained. The people sought God 
with a whole heart ! "The 
thing was done suddenly !" It 
Chron. 29 :36. 

Consecration of heart meant also consecration of 
means. "The tithe of all things brought they in 
abundantly." As a result of their faithful payment 
of tithe and offerings, the Lord "blessed His people," 
and there remained "this great store." 

God is waiting to bless His people today! But  

in our individual lives there may be much corruption 
and rubbish to be thrown out. There may be modern 
idols to be torn down. There may be wrongs done 
to others that need to be made right. We may have 
to turn away from. certain worldly pleasures and 
practices. The power of God is far greater than 
the power of Satan. Let us call upon that Omnip- 

otent power to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. 

A consecrated church is a 
tithe-paying church. The bless-
ings of God rest upon its mem-
bership. Free-will offerings pour 
into the Lord's treasury. After 
all expenses are paid there re-
mains, "this great store !" With 
these surplus funds it is possible 
to enter new fields, to establish 
new work in hitherto untouched 
portions of the Lord's vineyard. 
Thus, the Lord's work as a 
whole obtains a great blessing 

from the faithful payment of tithes and offerings. 

God challenges us today to claim His larger bless-
ings! His last message to a dying world can go 
much more swiftly. Let us 'not hamper it by nig-
gardly giving. Let us promote it by a faithful tit'le 
and generous offerings! It can be done suddenly.! 

"The children of Israel brought 
in abundance the first fruits of 
corn, wine, t.nd oil, and honey, 
and of all the increase of the 
field; and the tithe of all things 
brought they in abundantly.... 
Since the people began to bring 
the offerings into the house of 
the Lord . . . the Lord lath 
blessed His people; and that 
which is left is this great store." 
II Chron. 31:5, 10. 



2 
	

THE MESSENGER 	 March—April, 1954 

MALAY STATES MISSION 
President 	  Y. H. Phang 
Secertary-Treasurer 	 S. F. CHI)* 

140 Bukit Bintang, Kuala Lumpur 

Malay States Mission Session 
By Y. H. PRANG 

The fourth post war session of the Mtlay States 
Mission was held March 4 to 7, 1954, in the Bukit 
Bintang church at Kuala Lumpur. More than 50 
delegates representing all of the 14 churches and 
one organized company were in attendance, and the 
business of the mission was carried on in a spirit of 
harmony and love. It was a blessed occasion, and 
will long be remembered by all •who were privileged 
to be present. 

The session began with a morning devotional ser-
vice led by Pastor J. M. Nerness, president of the 
Malayan Union Mission. The reports given by both 
the president and the secretary-treasurer indicated 
that God has been leading and blessing His work in 
the mission during the years 1952 and 1953. Al- 

Pastor Phang and map used during the recent 
session to show work of Malay States Mission. 

(H. K. Show photo.) 

OrgEtValiaigA3M1E-ArIli.2.1 

together 276 precious souls were brought to the feet 
of Jesus during the past biennial term. 

From the financial statements given out, marked 
increases were noted in all the mission funds. The 
total tithe for the years 1952 and 1953 was 
$208,768.25, and the Sabbath school offerings for 
that period amounted to $56,779.92. 

Reports given by the pastors and elders of 
churches showed progress in all lines of endeavor, 
and these brought cheer and courage to the hearts 
of those in attendance at the session. 

Pastor V. T. Armstrong, president of the Far 
Eastern Division was present for the week-end meet-
ing and his counsel and sermons were greatly ap-
preciated. Mrs. Armstrong also brought valuable 
help by her talks on Parent and Home education. 

Pastor A. G. Stewart, veteran Australian mission-
ary to the South Seas, told of the progress of God's 
work in the Solomon and Fiji islands, and the won-
derful transforming power of the gospel upon the 
lives of the natives there. 

On Saturday evening a Voice of Prophecy Rally 
was held, and it was inspiring to see the large num-
ber of graduates coming forward to receive their 
certificates. 

For three days preceeding the mission session the 
workers and colporteurs met together in a Home 
Missionary pre-council. Pastor Pratt, home mission-
ary secretary of the Far Eastern Division, assisted 
by Pastor R. A. Pohan, secretary of the Malayan 
Union Mission Home Missionary Department con-
ducted the institute. An intensive course on the 
work of the light bearers was given, and more than 
twenty diplomas were handed out to those who com-
pleted the short but interesting course. 

The workers in the Malay States Mission need 
your prayers as they continue to witness for Christ, 
and endeavor to establish memorials for God in the 
towns and villages throughout this vast area. 

Good News from Pontian Kechil 
BY S. F. Cau 

December 19, 1953, is a day long to be remembered 
in the history of our work in Johore, for on that 
day our believers in Pontian Kechil were organized 
into a company. 

About 40 people gathered in the house of Brother 
Lee Kiong Chor on the Sabbath morning of Decem-
ber 19. From their smiling faces one could read 
the note of expectancy. We were privileged to have 
Pastor Gil de Guzman, president of the South Philip-
pine Union Mission, with us. After Sabbath school 
was over, Pastor Gil de Guzman preached a rousing 
sermon on the unity of the house of God. He 
stressed the importance of witnessing for the Lord 
and of being faithful until the end. 

Then followed the most important event of the 
morning. Pastor Phang, our mission president, ex-
horted the members to be loyal to the truth, and 
organised them into a company. Brother Tan Ah 
King was unanimously appointed leader and Brother 
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Lee Kiong Chor, treasurer. We believe that under 
the able leadership of these faithful brethren our 
work in Pontian Kechil will prosper. 

Our believers are of good courage and it is their 
earnest desire to organize themselves into a church 
soon. 

We have written to the government requesting a 
piece of land on which to build a modest chapel. 
Please pray for our work in Pontian Kechil that 
it may go forward speedily. 

NORTH BORNEO MISSION 
President 	  A. Mountain 
Secretary-Treasurer 	 D. P. Siagian 

P. O. Box 34, Jesselton, North Borneo 

Another Worker Laid to Rest 
BY D. P. SIAGIAN 

We regret to announce the sudden death of Mrs. 
Lena S. Sibarani at her home in Tenghilan on 4th 
January, 1954. She was born in 1903 and reared 
in a Christian home, and has been a faithful at-
tendant of church services from childhood. While 
staying in Medan, North Sumatra, 1920, she heard 
our message and was baptized. Early in 1921 she 
determined to be a worker for God and entered the 
Malayan Union Seminary, Singapore, to study more 
of the Bible. In March 1924, •while attending the 
Seminary, she was united in marriage to L. S. Si-
barani, who had completed his training the previous 
year. In July of the same year they accepted a call 
to work among the native people of North Borneo. 
They have been located in a number of stations in 
this field, where she has helped her husband win 
many souls for the heavenly kingdom. During this 
time her kindness, unselfish service and humbleness of 
heart have endeared her to both young and old. To 
the younger ones of our faith she was fondly known 
as "Odu" which means "Grandmother." 

She leaves to mourn her loss, her companion, 
Pastor L. S. Sibarani, two sons; Padimun of the 
Adventist Hospital, Bandung, and Bowman at Jessel-
ton; and a daugter, Dora, besides her many friends 
and relatives. 

This sudden separation has brohght grief to us 
all but we know that our sister now rests in peace 
awaiting the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Thus another shepherdess lies asleep in North Bor-
neo. She was buried in the Tuaran Christian Cem-
etery. Funeral services were conducted by the 
writer. We extend our deepest sympathy to the 
bereaved family and relatives. 

"It may make a difference to all eternity whether 
we do right or wrong today." 

Cheering Message from A North 
Borneo Outpost 

BY A. MOUNTAIN 

I have just received a fine letter from Brother 
Madatang Gaban, who attended the Seminary two 
years ago. He is now stationed at Marudu Bay 
with Pastor Pohan and has charge of our school 
at Goshen, a newly established S.D.A. village. This 
village *vas recently visited by the Governor WI.o 
said "I am astonished at the progress that you 
people are making." 

"Our work is forging ahead here at Goshen," 
Brother Gaban writes. "We are now running four 
branch Sabbath schools, and will soon add two more. 
Of course it is impossible for me to visit all of 
these myself ; so this is how we manage it. I hold 
two teachers' meetings each week, where I train 
young people to conduct the Sabbath schools. At 
the same time I take the opportunity to give them 
Bible studies. This is quite a load on top of my 
school work; but so far I have managed to do it 
without any loss of school time. Whenever Pastor 
Pohan visits us he gives all the help he can. We 
thus have a total Sabbath school membership of 
around 300 from which a goodly number will soon 
be ready for baptism. I hope you can be present 
at that time. 

"We have had many interesting experiences gets 
ting these branches started. We take picture rolls 
and tell them the Bible stories and sing Gospel songs. 
At one village we could get no response at all. In 
fact the chief hated Christians so much that lie even 
locked his door and refused to come out during our 
visits. Then we sent some of our own believers to 
call on the village, but with no better results. The 
chief forbade his people to have anything to do with 
us. Now comes a wonderful change—they have 
sent for us to visit them. The first time I was un-
able to go, so sent one of our older brethren who 
returned with a splendid report. They were all 
waiting for him and he immediately arranged to 
conduct regular Sabbath school meetings there. One 
of those deeply interested is a woman 100 years 
old. I'm sure you will want to take a photo of her 
when you come. A neighboring village is also ask-
ing for us to teach them." 

Pastor D. P. Siagian, Mrs. Mountain and I have 
just returned from a trip up the river, not by 
boat, however, but on foot. In many places here 
the river valley is the road. To leave the river 
means climbing up and down steep hills; so we cling 
to the river, often jumping like goats from boulder to 
boulder, for the river beds are very rough. And 
it is only in the drier seasons that one can make it 
at all. The last day of our trip we crossed the 
river ten times, often in danger of being swept away 
by the swift current. However, we can all swim 
and there are not many crocodiles up there; so we 
were not unduly afraid. The river bed is a mass 
of slippery boulders, making it hard to keep one's 
footing. We each carry a stout pole, planting it 



THE MESSENGER 
	

March—April, 1954 

firmly with each forward step.. At one place we 
were in difficulty. The water was up to my wife's 
armpits, and the current swept her off her feet; so 
she clung to me. Fortunately my pole was at a good 
angle and held. Otherwise I would have gone too. 
But I braced myself against the pole and held on 
till the carriers could get over, drop their loads, and 
come back to help us. 

At one place we crossed the river and found our-
selves at the foot of an almost perpendicular cliff, 
apparently at a dead end. But to our astonishment 
the carriers began to climb up that cliff, hanging 
on to roots, with footholds on tiny ledges of rock. 
About half way up we saw a flimsy bamboo ladder 
with three rungs about three feet apart. However, 
it held the carriers with their loads; so we figured 
it would take our weight this time anyway. I said 
to my wife, "Karol dari ikan menjadi mungyit"—
"From fish we change to monkeys !" We made it, 
but decided that mountain climbing must be a dan-
gerous occupation. After each day's journey, how 
we enjoyed bathing in those cool waters, eating our 
simple food, and then breaking the bread of life 
to these honest-faced people. We just can't help 
loving these Dusuns. They are so kind, straight-
forward, and appreciative of everything we do for 
them. Orie afternoon Mrs. Mountain treated 32. 
The commonest complaint is tropical ulcers. They 
cut and scratch their legs, and lacking prophylactic 
treatment, these develop into open sores. 

We are making a special effort to boost our tithe 
receipts; and on this trip I preached from tin cans 
to toothpaste! I told them the story of the 16 year 
old Colgate boy who went out into the world to make 
a living. He vowed, like Jacob, to return to God 
His share; and he established one of the largest 
soap and toothpaste businesses in the world. God  

blesses those who pay tithe. Then I showed them 
the '57' on a tin of Heinz baked beans. The Heinz 
concern pays tithe. Their factories are found in the 
United States, England and Australia, and their 
products are known all over the world. It pays 
to pay tithe. Those who don't pay tithe think they 
are retaining more blessing for themselves. They 
are badly mistaken. God's curse is on those who 
withhold the tithe, and it is IMPOSSIBLE to get a 
blessing from a curse. God has His own tax gatherers 
—wild pigs, monkeys, rats, birds, etc. Clever men 
have figured out that these pests eat up 20% of 
man's income. If we pay tithe, God has promised 
to 'rebuke the devourer' and to give us a blessing 
as well. 

We reached home tired in body but rejoicing 
►in spirit, for we had experienced the wonderful joy 
of baptizing 21 souls. That is a good start for 1954. 
There is much more to tell, but space will not per-
mit. We must mention though that Sister Munde-
hoi, a former witch doctor, and now leader of our 
company at Tububon, brought 18 souls to Christ. 
Our school at Tamparuli just opened and it is good 
to see the students coming in. Already they are 
out in little groups cutting down the grass and 
cleaning up the compound. We are very encouraged 
and expect a most successful year for 1954. 

"If we knew the cares and trials, 
Knew the efforts all in vain, 

And the • bitter disappointment, 
Understood the loss and gain 

Would the grim external roughness 
Seem, I wonder, just the same 

Should we help where now we hinder, 
Should we pity where we blame I" 

Group of new Dusan 
believers recently bap-
tized at Mantub, North 
Borneo. (A. Mountain 
photo.) 

AittEib 	t!1'() 
tiatt 
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THAILAND MISSION 
President 	  R. M. Milne 
Secretary-Treasurer 	 S. T. Soh 
1325 Rama I V. Road, Bangkok, Thailand 

Baptism in Chiengmai 
BY E. SMITH 

Sabbath January two was a special day for us 
here in Chiengmai, Thailand. A ten weeks effort 
conducted by Brother S. T. Soh had closed two weeks 
before and the interested ones had been frequently 
visited and instructed. 

Thirty-two were present for a very interesting 
Sabbath school program after which Elder R. M. 
Milne spoke to the group about the meaning of true 
baptism. Following the service ail in attendance 
were taken a few miles to the foot of a mountain 
where there is a pretty stream with a beautiful 
waterfall in the background. Here seven were bap-
tized by Elder Milne. 

In the afternoon the company again met and the 
new members were received into fellowship. Then the 
Lord's supper was celebrated for the first time by 
the Chiengmai company. The Sabbath services were 
a joyful occasion for each one of us. 

Others are preparing for baptism and we hope 
that a church can be organized at the time of the 
next baptim. 

MALAYAN UNION SEMINARY 

Principal 	  E. Sherrard 
Treasurer 	  T. C. Chin 
401 Upper Serangoon Road, Singapore 13 

Seminary Enrollment 
BY E. SHERRARD 

The 1954 opening enrollment at Malayan Union 
Seminary lists 526 students registered in all sections 
of the school, an increase of thirty-seven over last 
year. The following table shows the distribution of 
these registrants in the various sections of the school 
as compared with the previous year. 

1953 1954 
Elementary 263 252 
Secondary 138 134 
Special 80 122 
Junior College 8 15 
Chinese Section 3 

Total 489 526 

It is gratifying to note the growth of the Junior 
College. A fine group of young people are enrolled  

in that section of the school this year preparing for 
service in the various lines of mission ministry. An-
other encouraging factor is the increase of the 
Seventh-day Adventist enrollment in the secondary 
school from 97 in 1953 to 104 in 1954. Seventy-
seven percent of the secondary students are now 
Seventh-day Adventists. 

We solicit the prayers of our good people through-
out the Malayan Union as we continue to plan for 
greater progress at our Union training school. 

Week of Prayer 
BY E. SHERRARD 

The love of God as demonstrated in the sacrifice 
of Jesus was the central theme of the Week of 
Prayer conducted by Pastor A. G. Stewart at the 
Malayan Union Seminary during the first term of 
the school year. 

Pastor Stewart is from Australia where he is field 
secretary of the Aus-
tralasian Division and 
editor of the Australa-
sian Record. He came 
to the Seminary with a 
wealth of experience in 
mission service among 
the 	peoples of t h e 
South Pacific Islands 
as well as service in his 
home country, Austra-
lia. Some of o u r 
readers may recall that 
it was Pastor Stewart 
who accompanied 'Ro-
bert Salau, a convert 

Pastor A. G. STEWART from the Solomon Is-
lands, on a tour of the United States some years ago, 
—a visit which resulted in extensive favorable pub-
licity in the American public press for our overseas 
mission work. 

The appeal of Pastor Stewart's messages during 
the Week of Prayer was supplemented by pictures 
at some of the evening meetings. A graphic review 
of the crucifixion of our Lord enabled students and 
teachers alike to see anew the cross of Jesus. 

Many earnest, stirring testimonies characterized 
the last Friday evening of the week that had wit-
nessed decisions for God. Most gratifying was the 
evident response of many young people to the appeal 
to consecrate their lives to mission service. One 
young man testified publicly that he had vowed be-
fore God and his family to devote the rest of his 
life to God's service. Others indicated similar de-
cisions. 

About twenty-five young people attended the bap-
tismal class on the last Sabbath of the Week of 
Prayer. We rejoice over these victories and ask 
that our people throughout the Malayan Union pray 
for even greater victories at this haven of refuge 
for our youth. 
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Around the Union 

• Elder and Mrs. I. C. Schmidt, en route from 
Java to the United States, spent Sabbath, March 20, 
visiting friends of the Union and Division com-
pounds. 
• The thoughts and prayers of all of us at the 
Union went with Mrs. A. McClaren and her young 
daughter Jillian as they returned to their homeland, 
Autralia, for special treatment on 'Jill's' eyes. Her 
friendly little ways are missed by ',Tills' classmates 
who hope to welcome her back soon. 

• On February 21, more than 100 friends of Pastor 
and Mrs. V. T. Armstrong and Pastor and Mrs. F. 
A. Pratt met at the Division compound to honor 
them prior to their permanent return to the States. 
After a fitting program, gifts were presented to the 
guests of honor as a token of appreciation for their 
many years of service in the Far East. Both fami-
lies have given over 30 years of service to this field. 
Also remembered were Pastor B. M. Wickwire and 
family, Pastor and Mrs. C. R. Sorensen, and Mr. 
M. N. Hemple and family who are returning to 
America on furlough. 

• A buffet supper was served on March 23 at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. H. K. Show in honor of Dr. 
and Mrs. Roger W. Barnes. Dr. Barnes, professor 
of urological surgery at the College of Medical 
Evangelists, Los Angeles, visited our hospitals in 
Bangkok, Penang, and Singapore in his globe-cir-
cling tour of mission hospitals. As surgeon, Dr. 
Barnes is chief of the urological services at the 
White Memorial Hospital and the Glendale Sanita-
rium and is on the consulting or courtesy staffs of 
the Methodist, St. Francis, and Behrens Memorial 
Hospitals and the Loma Linda Sanitarium. He is 
a diplomate of the American Board of Urology and 
a fellow of both the American College of Surgeons 
and the International College of Surgeons. Dr. 
Barnes, accompanied by his wife, spent a number of 
days in each of our hospitals, where his services 
were greatly appreciated by the staff members and 
the patients he served. 

Let Us Offer Willingly 
(The following is the eleventh of a group of state-

ments which we have received from the General Con-
ference with the request that one be published in 
each edition of "The Messenger." We know that 
all our readers will be grateful for the opportunity 
of reviewing what has been written for our instruc-
tion on this most important topic.) 

"The Lord requires that we return to him in tithes 
and offerings, a portion of the goods He has lent us. 
He accepts these offerings as an act of humble obe-
dience on our part, and a grateful acknowledgment 
of our indebtedness to Him for all the blessings we 
enjoy. Then let us offer willingly, saying with David, 
`All things come of Thee, and of Thine own have we 
given Thee.' Withholding more than is meet tends 
to poverty. God will bear long with some, He will 
test and prove all; but his curse will surely follow 
the selfish, world-loving professor of truth. God 
knows the heart; every thought and every purpose 
is open to his eye. He says, `Them that honor Me 
I will honor, and they that despise Me shall be 
lightly esteemed.' He knows whom to bless, and 
who are deserving of his curse. He makes no mis-
takes; for angels are keeping a record of all our 
works and words." 5T 267, 268. 

Calendar of Special Days and Offerings 

for 1954 
---it-i-A.v-4-4**-t-1.1 1/11 sL4F, 

APRIL 
A 

Home Missionary Day, Dorcas Welfare April 3* 
4•tit 
	

Ilg E.-̂ 19 
Home Missionary Offering 

	
April 3 

We! fta-tr4 
Spirit of Prophecy Day 

	
April 10* 

Nri 	 INP-1-14 
General Conference Session Offering 

	
April 10 

*- 

MAY 

Medical Missionary Day 
	

May 1* 
multa 
Home Missionary Offering 

	
May 1 

*grilua-In 	 — El 
Medical Cadet Corp Offering 	May 8 
JENTIO 
	

Jsi A 1E1 
Family Altar Day 	 May 15* 
*Aftt# El 
	

R -F- K El 
Voice of Prophecy Offering 

	
May 29 

ffifi'2.E4r1 	' 	 ~A -H-it 13  

*Programs provided 

Editor 
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