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"brward With hicreas4 Success"
BY

R. R.

Every Seventh-day Adventist knows that a large
number who join our church do so as the result of
reading our denominational literature. All minds
are not influenced in exactly the same way. Some
.are content to rely quite largely 'on the spoken word
of the living preacher. Others are not satisfied until
they have also examined the records. Still others,
who, because of circumstances or location, are deprived of personal fellowship and instruction, must
depend altogether on our literature in order to learn
the truth for the last days.
The growth of the publishing work among Seventhday Adventists is a marvel of divine blessing and
guidance. Ever since the word came to James White
in 1848, "You must begin to print," the prospering
hand of God has been manifested. The publications
now being circulated in nearly all parts of the world
speak in clear, convincing terms in hundreds of languages, calling men and women to search the Scriptures and to prepare for the day of God.
Seventh-day Adventist literature has an individuality all its own. It bears a positive and timely
testimony. It appeals to mind and heart. It arouses
the reader to the significance of the hour and to the
imminence of coming events. It honors the Word of
God as the .source of all true doctrine. It enriches
the life, and is a potent aid in witnessing to friends
and neighbors of the blessed hope.
A flood of literature is abroad in the land today.
Many good books and periodicals are prepared by the
secular press for the general public. We would not
discount them. But there are many other publications that reflect the vanity and folly of the world.
Comparatively few are of genuine value to the soul
looking for a solution of the problems of life, death,
and eternity. And yet is this not a time when the
solution of just such problems is needed as never
before? Surely we have before us a wonderful
Opportunity to place on the bookshelves of the world
'those volumes that speak the word of truth, warning,
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admonition, and courage in these days of crisis. We
need to emphasize the reality of the divine commission to us as a people, to do our part in producing.
and circulating a distinctive literature of the Advent
Movement, which will be like streams of light shining.
clear around the world.
For many years we have recognized the importance
of the literature ministry in this denomination. Repeatedly it has been emphasized that our force of
colporteurs could be greatly increased. Again and
again we have been told of situations in certain lands
where the supply of our books has been cut off, perhaps by war or by legislation opposed to our work,
so that the colporteurs could not continue their labors. We recognize such a situation as a tragedy.
We pray and work for the emergency to be overcome.
How zealous we should be to do all in our power to
foster the work in lands where restrictions do not
exist and where in harmony with divine instructidn
the printed page can indeed be scattered like the
leaves of autumn!
Our publications are not only for the world. They
need to be in the homes of all our own people. Their
message and influence need to be woven into the very
fiber of our lives. Children of Seventh-day Adventist families should never be able to remember the
time when books and papers from the denominational
press were not to be found on the table and book,'
shelf. What a goodly heritage our youth receive
when from their earliest years they have vivid re-collections of the weekly visits of our periodicals for
the children and youth, and of the thrilling and instructive books of 'the several reading courses that
have been so carefully and wisely selected by the
God-fearing leaders of our young people! What a
safeguard such literature has been against the tide
of trash that pours from the public press and sweeps
so many adrift.
(This is an excerpt taken from the November 4 issue
of the Review and Herald.)
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Careful! The Adventists Will
Persecute You
BY L. G. STORZ
The new Dalat church had not been completed early
in 1954, so Pastor Them Truong Thanh and the
writer sought another suitable location for evangelistic meetings. No hall or room could be secured
that would hold more than 100 people, and feeli,g
that it should be larger than that for a spread-out
city of 50,000, we resorted to what we felt would be
the next best clan—that of using several such halls
or rooms strategically placed in various sections of
town.
Soon we found ourselves involved in six different
series of meetings, which filled each evening except
Friday nights for several months. Two of the meetings were cottage meetings with only a dozen attending, but the others were attended by anywhere from
30 to 100. One was for French-speaking people,
three for Vietnamese - (one of these being held inside
the main Dalat Post Office for employees and others
who lived nearby), and two series were for the Moi
(mountain) people. These two series were held some
20 miles from Dalat, but within walking distance
from the road. The following story centers around
the two meetings with the Mois. Actually, there are
five villages, but they are so arranged that with two
meetings we could easily accommodate all five villages.
We began by spending all day Sundays and Thursdays among these villages doing medical work—
dressing wounds, treating yaws, infections, malaria,
worms, lice, vaccinating hundred against smallpox
and other needs. In the evenings we conducted the
meetings at a specified spot in the open air.
These villages had been called the "ho'tile villages"
for several years. They are surrounded with Catholic
villages, but they were most hostile to Christia ity
because some years previous the priests had tr'ed to
force them to become Catholics. We ac- epted this
task as a real challenge to us and to the power of the
Gospel, and it was interesting to watch their cold
hostility finally break down aster a few mo-ths. After
that they were literally begging us to build a chapel
since many wanted to stop their devil worship and
become Christians. It seemed victory had arrived.
Before building we needed a government permit,
which is just a simple formality, from the province
headouarters. The province chief was a FrenchCatholic gentleman. He questioned me as to our
successes. Never will I forget his amazement as he
replied; "Why, no one has ever been able to do anything for those hostile villages before!"
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After some delay, the authorization was secured
and signed by seven men. Then trouble started!
How true it is that the evil one always put up a real
fight before giving up one inch of "his" ground. The
alarm was sounded and .troubles multiplied like a
cage of hungry wolves let loose upon its sure prey.
Immediately, the pipe-smoking Catholic priest in
Dalat made numerous "goodwill" and "charity" visits
to the villages. He had one key Moi through whom
to work—a wealthy, educated man of great prestige
among all five villages. He has actually no authority
over them, but the villagers respect him in all things
except religion.
Next, army trucks went down several Sundays and
hauled hundreds of these Mois to Dalat to attend
mass in the large church there. The villagers again
become "strangely" cool towards us. One man told
us that the priest had warned the people that they
"must be very careful of the Adventists, as they will
surely persecute you afterwards and force you to
pay for all the medicines they now give you," etc.
Clearly the inhabitants were wavering between two
forces. The priest then supplied each home with a
nice new shrine of Mary and a crucifix; but this was
not too effective apparently, as the people still
wanted to help us build our chapel.
On our last attempt to visit these villages, we were
met a mile away by some terrified villagers who
warned us and begged us not to come near or else
many more people would be beaten. The influential
Moi was just then in the villao'es beating and wounding his fellow-men unmercifully with an iron rod.
He had been thus routing out the sympathizers for
several days, and numerous ones he had wounded had
already been taken to the hospital in Dalat. Recourse to civil protection seemed impossible and unwise to attempt, as our main friend in the province
headquarers had also "mysteriously" disappeared.
How I wanted to go in and meet the evil forces,
but the people were terrified the more at such a suggestion. "An enemy hath done this," I said, as reluctantly we left with dampened eyelids. How I
wished for some message from heaven giving me permission to go in and, as James and John wished to
do once in days of old, call fire down from heaven
upon such a demon possessed one. As no such message came, we can only conclude that, as usual. God
has a better plan which He will work in His own
good time and way. A miracle is clearly needed to
open this barred passage. The priest told a Catholic
friend of ours that, "The Adventists are simply working all over Dalat. One would think there were a
dozen missionaries instead of one!"
Would that we had a dozen missionaries here! Even
that would not suffice to wrest those hundreds of
souls from the hands of the destroyer, "Man's extremity is God's opportunity." A crisis has clearly
been reached. It is God's work, His problem, His
responsibility. Will you not join us in earnest petition to Him, asking the release, in some way, of
these many souls from Satan's grip?
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A Real Christmas Tree

A fN ky'r. -.tf-5r..‘ NI 7:

BY PHAM TRIIONG THANH

"Let those who desire a Christmas tree make its
boughs fruitful 'with gifts for the needy, and offerings for the treasury of God. And let the children
learn the blessedness of giving by bringing their
little gifts to add to
El 4t2.
igThAteffcAr
the offerings of their
parents. . . .
"On Christmas, let
not the parents take
the position that an
,evergreen placed in the
church for the amusement of the Sabbath
school is sin; for it
may be made a great
blessing. Keep before
their minds benevolent
objects. . . .
"Let there be recorded in the heavenly
books such a Christmas
as has never yet been
seen, because of the
lonations which shall
be given for the susThe decorated tree
taining of the work of
God and the upbuilding of His kingdom." Ellen G.
White, December 26, 1882; December 9, 1884.
The thirteenth Sabbath (Dec. 25, 1954) was a
beautiful and memorable Sabbath for the Dalat
church, with her unusual Christmas tree and baptismal service.
As God emptied heaven in the gift of His Son;
and as the wise men of old brought their gifts to
Jesus at His birth; so the members of the Dalat
church, though poor in earthly goods, gave most
liberally to the Lord. Is this not the true Christmas
spirit—to give; not to receive?
The Christmas tree of our Sabbath school this year
was a beautiful pine about one meter high, that was
wonderfully decorated with generous gifts daring the
Sabbath school service. Christmas trees are ordinarily decorated with artificial and brilliant things;
colored garlands, balls, stars, tinsel, etc.—a type of
decoration that is surely less pleasing to Jesas. The
children of God want another decoration. They like
to pin their offerings on the boughs of the Christmas
tree for their heavenly Friend. This time our Sabbath school members were more generous and our
Christmas tree became fruitful with notes of 1, 5, 10,
and 100 piastres from its lowest boughs to its top,
making a total of $1,414.00 piastres. This is Vie
largest thirteenth Sabbath offering in the history of
the Dalat church.
The blessing of God is upon this small church. On
that beautiful Sabbath, the writer had the privilege
of presenting the message on baptism, and baptized

(PHOTOS, COURTESY OP PHAM TRUONG THANH)

The baptism of eight more souls for Christ in Dalat.
eight candidates in the Lac de Dalat (Dalat lake)
before a group of witnesses, church members, and
friends. Let us pray the Lord to keep those soils
faithful until Jesus comes, and prepare others for
His kmgdom.
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A Testimony
BY CHANG YOOB HOONG

Four years ago, I used to worship the false gods'
on the first and fifteenth of each lunar month, pray,
ing to them for the blessings of health and wealth.
I did not know then that there was a true and living
God, who, as Creator of the universe and mankind,
has given to man the Sabbath for his blessing and
remembrance.
Praise and glory be to God for His wonderful love
to mankind in delivering them from the bondage of
sin and assuring them salvation and liberty through
His Son Jesus Christ.
The Sabbath is indeed a day of spiritual rest and,
blessing. After working for six days to obtain the
temporal things of life, I am indeed glad to welcome
the holy Sabbath with all its rest and peace which
our heavenly Father promises to bestow.
I conside- it a p- ivlege to have a part in promot,
ing the Sabbath school wo.k. In carrying for and
this phase of God's work, I am assured of the leading and guidance of His Holy Spirit. I am happy
and thankful in the fact that in trying to impart the
truth to others, I can at the same time share my faith
with my parents and other loved ones.
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Dorcas Rummage and Food Sale
BY MRS. J. L. POGUE
Under the combined efforts of the members of
the, Malayan Seminary and Balestier Road churches
of Singapore, a verS, successful Dorcas Rummage and
Food Sale- was held on the grounds of the Malayan
Seminary on November 7, 1954. The dining room
was scarcely large enough to house the mountains of
used clothing that had been collected by the students
of the Seminary as well as the members of each
church. According to the gate receipts, it was judged
that between eight and nine hundred people visited
the grounds during the day to buy clothing or food.
From the donated food alone, a tidy sum was raised.
After the sale, it seemed as if we had just about
as many clothes as there were to begin with. However, after counting up the receipts it was found that
our total came to $2,172.95. For this we are very
thankful.
In addition to the raising of these funds, we were
able to sell the clothing to many poor people at a
very reasonable price. We also had enough left over
to give several hundred pounds to the flood victims.
A large box has been prepared to send to the believers in the Sarawak and North Borneo missions.
We also gave many articles to families in our own
congregations.
With these funds we hope to carry on a strong
welfare aid program throughout 1955. May we of
the Dorcas committees take this opportunity to thank
our brethren and sisters who put their shoulders to
the wheel to make this Dorcas sale the best yet. Our
prayer is that God will bless this money that it may
be used wisely in furthering His work through this
worthy channel.
: f*fMOIR
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Death of Mr. Arokiasamy
By M. LUCAS •
Mr. M. Arokiasamy was born in Trichinapolly,
South India, in the year 1880. Being born a Catholic, he was educated in Catholic schools, and then
came to Malaya for business.
Here he found his new faith,
which he loved; and was baptized
into the • Seventh-day Adventist
church in spite of persecution
from his relatives and friends. A
few years after his baptism he
gave up his business and spent
the rest of his life in the Lord's
work. His first convert was his
owl' sister.
In 1920 he found his life's
partner in the person of Miss
Dhanam Ammal, and by their
union two sons and one daughter were born. In 1922
he became a regular worker in the mission, serving as
a compositor in the Malayan Signs Press. Seven years
later he was called to connect with the Penang Mission Hospital to serve as an interpreter for Indian
patients. His service in that capacity was a source
of encouragement to all those who came in contact
with him.
Since 1947 his health continued to fail. He developed heart trouble which forced him to bed at frequent intervals. Though in poor health he carried
on an active part in the church at Sungei Way, Kuala Lumpur where he lived as a sustentation beneficiary. In September he was admitted to the Youngberg Hospital, Singapore. In spite of- the efficient
care received there, his condition became steadily
worse, and he passed away on the twenty-seventh of
November, 1954.
Brother Arokiasamy was a conscientious and quiet
worker. His life was an inspiration to all of us who
knew him. He leaves behind, his wife, Madam
Dhanam Ammal; two sons, one son is at present in
the United States pursuing his education; and one
daughter who is a student in the Malayan Union
Seminary.
The funeral service was conducted by Pastors R.
A. Wolcott and J. L. Pogue. A memorial service
was held at the Seminary chapel where various ones
spoke of his life and service. He sleeps in the hope
that he will be resurrected along with the saints in
the first resurrection and meet his Lord, the lifegiver of all.
A1ohiusamLJ

Progress in Youngberg Memorial
Hospital
BY B. P. HASKELL
(PHOTOS BY H. K. SHOW)

Above: preparing for sale. Below: crowds in
attendance.

Looking in retrospect at the year 1954 we can observe many events and transactions which mark the
onward progress of the work at Youngberg Memorial 'Hospital in Singapore. Heading the lists of
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highlights we note the baptisms of eight precious
souls from among our patients and staff. These
baptisms followed the physical treatments by our
consecrated doctors, nurses, a n d departmental
workers; the faithful visits by our Bible instructors,
both in the hospital and in the homes; fie thousands
of pieces of literature that have been distributed;
and the many hours spent in broad-casting the Third
angel's message over the hospital broadcast service.
The fact that we have one devoting his full time to
the broadcast service is a highlight in itself.
Dr. and Mrs. G. H. Coffin's eventful twelve-day
trip to Sarawak in British Borneo will long be remembered. There they treated 738 patients, travelled
by foot and boat to many Dyak villages, and lived
with the people. For many of the folk, it was their
first and perhaps their only time to be treated by a
medical doctor.
We see the great multitude of many races who
made up the more than 28,000 patients who were
cared for in the out-patient department throughout
the year, and the 1726 patients who were admitted
to the inpatient department for a total of 17,199
patient days. And there were the 200 babies born,
including two pairs of twins, and our first set of
triplets.
In our personnel we have seen a very slight turnover, which indicates a more stabilized program. We
have regretted the loss of Mrs. Amy Tan, who for a
number of years has been one of our Bible workers.
She has retired from active service, and has gone to
America to join her children who are preparing for
mission service in this field. Brother Alfonso Mamora, one of the laboratory workers, has been sent
to the Bangkok Sanitarium and Hospital School of
Laboratory Technology for additional training.
There have been improvements in the physical
plant which include the construction of a large canopy for our roof garden which will serve both for
a staff social and an evangelistic center; the construction of five new carports and the necessary
alterations to an existing carport, thus enabling us
to secure a permanent license for this much needed
structure; the walls of the hospital kitchen have
been tiled; a new commercial refrigerator has been
installed in the kitchen; a new electrosteam autoclave
was installed in the surgical unit; and an extractor
was installed in the laundry.
Two pro*ts of the year have been carried out
with the long range view in mind. The northwest
point of Pulau Senang, the mission's island camp
site, was assigned to the hospital. This has been
cleared of its jungle and a very nice pre-fabricated
aluminum bungalow has been erected on the peak,
and nicely furnished. to accommodate the staff over
weekends and vacations. This is, indeed, a restful
spot, with the bungalow so situated as to give the
effect of standing on the bridge of a ship, overlooking the sea on three sides, and watching the steady
stream of ocean traffic as it passes to and fro. The
beach strand is one of the nicest anywhere around
Singapore. We feel very fortunate to have this as
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one of our assets.
Lastly is the highlight of the signing of the contract to purchase 'a four-and-one-half-acre lot just
next to the hospital—with only one lot between—to
be developed as a compound for the housing of hospital staff. Existing on the property is one large
house than can quite easily be converted into four
or five apartments. Other houses will be built as
funds are available. This purchase has been under
prayerful consideration and negotiation for nearly
two years; the contract to purchase the land was
signed in December, 1954; and the sale will be completed early in January, 1955.
We are again thankful for God's abundant blessing
during 1954, and with renewed dedication on the
part of our entire staff, are looking forward to
greater attainments in 1955.

Penang Mission Hospital
BY MRS.

D. A.

BM:TESKE

Keeping in mind the necessity of administering to
the spiritual needs as well as the physical, our days
are planned to this end. At nine A.M. the staff of
the Penang Mission Hospital gather in the lobby for
a short period of worship. Immediately following
this, while patients are waiting for office visits and
departmental care, Elder A. P. Ritz gives an inspirational sermonette over the public address system,
which is translated into Chinese by Mr. Jimmy Wah.
Later in the day, Brother Wah visits the house , patients personally, and for those who are interested,
arrangements are made for private Bible studies. At
present there are seven studies in progress.
Tuesday evenings, patients who are ambulatory,
gather in the lobby for Bible studies illustrated by
projected pictures. Attendance has been good.
There are racks filled with Signs of the Times,
Life and Health, These Times, and other magazines
and pamphlets placed where waiting out-patients
can read during hospital visits. Special care is taken
that bed patients receive magazines or books that will
be interesting to them, and suited to their needs.
When each patient is discharged he is given the opportunity to enroll in the Voice of Prophecy Correspondence Course. A large percentage take advantage of this opportunity. May God bless these
methods used to present the Truth to these friends
and prepare their hearts to accept Him.

Butterworth Branch Sabbath School
BY KEE

TauAx POI!

Soon after my baptism, I was-invited to teach the
primary division of the branch Sabbath school at
Butterworth. This branch Sabbath school is being
held in the home of one of our sisters. The main
hall is alloted to the senior division, while the primary
division meets in the back portion of the building.
The Butterworth branch Sabbath school was started
a few months ago with a handful of members, but
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since then it has been growing steadily until today
we have an average of twenty persons, many of
whom are children. God certainly has a way of
finishing His work on earth.
I am happy to report that the children are faithful
in attending the Sabbath school, and seem eager and
anxious to study the Word of God. Their teacher,
a newly baptized member, is pitting forth every
effort to impart the truth to the little ones under his
charge.
Kindly remember this little branch Sabbath school
in your prayers so that those who attend it may be
ready to meet Jesus when He comes in the clouds 'of
heaven.

Witnessing for the Lord
BY K. H. LAI
Two years ago while canvassing in a little village
near Kuala Pilah,, I called on a Mr. Lee, proprietor
of a tailor shop. After having secured his order
for a copy of Way to Health, I recommended to
him the Voice of Prophecy Bible course. Mr. Lee
became very interested 'in the lessons and it was not
long before he 'completed the two courses offered by
the school. Having fully accepted the love of God,
and being moved by the Holy Spirit, he is now ready
to make any sacrifice necessary to become his follower. He has started to keep the Sabbath, and also
to live up to the principles of healthful living.
Recently, Pastor Wilcox and Pastor Phang went
to that village and had a pleasant visit with Mr. Lee,
who expressed his determination to follow the Saviour
all the way. In the meanwhile, he is continuing his
studies with Brother Cl-an Sin Choy., and will be
ba-lized in the near future into our church at Seremban.
Let us press onward in our work of witnessing for
the Master, reme bering that t'-e following promise
will never fail: "In the morning sow thy seed and
in the evening withhold not thine hand; for thou
knowest not whether wall prosper, either this or
that, or whether they both shall be alike good."
Eoel. 11:6.
MALAYAN UNION SEMINARY
Principal
E. Sherrard
Treasurer
T. C. Chin
401 Upper Serangoon Road, Singapore 13

Standard III Exhibition
BY MRS. DANIEL TAN
November 29 was a red letter day for the boys and
girls of Standard III. Busy hands bad been working feverishly the last two weeks before this, and
now the great day was here—the day of their Class
Exhibition. This was the day they had been working

(PHOTO BY T. S. no)

Frocks made ty the Standard III girls.
for all through the year and their joy knew no
bounds as they viewed their work put up by their
teacher for exhibition. A systematic program for
the year's handwork had been planned and successfully carried out!
The first three months of the year were spent in
the art of embroidery. Both boys and girls took
part in this so-called girls' art, but surprisingly
enough, some of the boys' work excelled those of the
girls' The designs and uses of the embroidery were
varied and colourful. Some made pillow cases,
others made tray cloths, chair covers, table centres,
piano runners, and still others made table cloths.
The second term was spent entirely in making
trays and coasters. This was really a combination
of glorified glass painting and basketry. Animals,
scenery, or children, were painted on the glasses
before the real weaving began.
Third term was the busiest of all. Here the class
was divided into two groups—one to do the fretwork
and the other to sew children's frocks. All the boys
and a few girls took part in the fretwork. Here
again we had the tables turned; for some of the girls
produced much finer work than the boys. The frocks
sewn by the girls were varied in.design and materials,
and were made for the one-to-five-year-old bracket.
Each girl made a frock and when that was finished,
certain ones made one or two more. These dainty
doll-like frocks really stole the whole show; the favorite being a lemon-yellow nylon frock with a scalloped perlmn edged with lace. Many who came to
the exhibition wanted to buy these frocks, but the
girls prized their own work too much to part with
them.
Besides these four main items, a mural depicting
various scenes taken from their Geography lessons,
was put up with captions under each scene to enlighten visitors.
Special mention must be given to the two bedspreads En broidered by several girls. Every inch
of the material was covered with embroidery, the
colours Wilding subtly from the dark to th9 light:
It had taken the girls several months to finish thi-N
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and I am truly proud of them as it shows not only
good work, but also co-operation on the part of the
girls. Without this superb co-operation, the bedspreads could not have been so beautifully done.
To nelp detray some of the expenses involved, the
boys and girls sold ice-kachang (cooked red beans
ser%ed with scraped ice and rose syrup) to the rest
of the school body that day. A good sum was a 1,:o
collected at the door.
It thrilled the hearts of the youngsters when they
overheard the complimentary reitiarks of the visitors,
and I'm sure they did not regret their hard work.

Farewell to the S. F. Claus
By B. H. NGO
A large number of fellow-teachers, workers, and
students were among the many well-wishers who
gathered at the dock, on January 7, to wish Brotuer
and Sister S. F. Chu God's richest blessings and success in their new field of service, as they leave Singapore to take charge of the Sabah Training School in
Temperali, Jesselton, North Borneo.
Prior to this new appointment, Bro. Chu first saw
mission service in the Sarawak Mission as a teacher
at Sunny Fill School twenty-one years ago. After
serving faithfully for seven years, he was transferred
to Kuala Lumpur, the Headquarters of the Malay
States Mission, where he served as Secretary-Treasurer of the mission as well as teacher in the Teh Sin
School from 1941 to 1949. Bro. Chu then joined
and greatly strength•*t7PTI
ened the faculty of the
Malayan Union Seminary. He served faithfully and loyally for
four years (1950-1954)
in the capacity of preceptor and teacher, and
for the last year he has
also been assistant principal.
To his fellow-teachers
and workers, Bro Chu
was quiet and unassuming, but was always
ready and willing to
help at all times. To
the boys in the dormiS. F. Chu
tory, Bro. Chu was
their able preceptor, wise counsellor, and trusted
friend. Whether collectively or individually, the
welfare of the dormitory students was always close
to his heart. He was largely responsible for furnishing the two parlors in North and South Hall
for the boys. His simple and sincere inte-e-t in the
boys made them call him "my Pena." Recently Bro.
Chu humbly answered the Macedonian call for help
in North Borneo. He will be greatly missed by both
students and fellow workers at the Malayan Union
Seminary. Our loss is North Borneo's gain.

NORTH BORNEO MISSION
President-Treasurer
A Mountain
D. P. Siagian
Secretary
Thu Kok Fah
Assistant Treasurer
P.O. Box 34, Jesselton, North Borneo

Making History in Brunei
BY A. MOUNTAIN

For the second time we have been harvest-ingathering in Brunei; and we had a kind of fateful feeling
that we were making history; that we were really
opening the work at last in this new field. The country is poor agriculturally; -fruit and vegetables are
expensive; but this is compensated for by the rich
oil fields of Seria that bring in $80 million annually
in royalties, providing employment for thousands of
people and business for hundred of stores.
The chief town and seat of government is also
called Brunei. The bulk of its population is Malay.
Here live the Sultan, the British Resident and government officials. It is strictly Moslem. We soon
learned that a permit was required for public solicitation so went to the Resident's office to apply for
'
one. However,
it seems that a new Resident had
just arrived and the old one was leaving; so everyone was occupied with receptions and functions. We
talked to the secretary.' "Oh, you are Seventh-day
Adventists", he said. "We have one, a lady doctor,
in our hospital." "That's right", we renlied. Our
application, with a British and a local Harvest Ingathering magazine, was placed on a pile of waTng
business on the secretary's desk. But we could not
wait: we were working on schedule, so we went ahead
in faith, hoping that no one would ask to see our
permit.
As soon as possible we went to see our Dr. Gloria
de Silver, who came from Burmah last year with
her husband, three children, and mother who is an
old Seventh-day Adventist school teacher. We arranged for a Sabbath service in their home, and
experienced a peculiar hanpiness in the privilege of
holding the first Seventh-day Adventist meeting in
Brunei. Mr. de Silver's younner brother was also
present. Dr. de Silver told us that when the children
learned that we were to have Sabbath school. they
asked, "And will we get some pictures?" "Oh no,
I don't think they will have any pictures this time",
she renlied: But Pastor Wong Kiat Sam quietly
opened his bag and handed each one a picture for
the Sahhath's lesson. We all entered into the joy
of the little ones who had not. seen Sabbath school
pictures for a long time.
Mr. de Silver is not a church member, though he
was brought up in an Adventist home, and after
their marriage, helped his wife to become an S.D.A.
We hope that he will soon join his wife in witness-,
ing for the truth in Brunei. Please join us in praying that this little flickering light may grow into a
steady brilliance until the whole of Brunei is illumin-
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Back row, left to right; Mr. de Silver, Wm. de Silver,
Pastor Wong KW Sam. Middle row; Dr. de Silver,
Sister M. Davis, Mrs. Mountain, Pastor Mountain
Front row; the de Silver children.
ated, and a people prepared for the coming of the
Lord.
We received a message from another family, in
which the wife is an Adventist, asking us to have
a service in their home Sunday evening. Arriving
there with the de Silver family, we were pleased to
recognize Sister Allison-Wood and her husband. It
was a joy to revive their interest in the Message.
Another young doctor from the general hospital was
present, listening very attentively. Mr. Wood brought
out an old Morning Watch book, asking if he could
obtain an up-to-date one. We were happy to give
him ours. Thus we have the makings of a little
Seventh-day Adventist company in Brunei.
We completed our Harvest Ingathering with good
results and no embarrassment. Mr. de Silver took
us in his car most of Sunday to places we would
not have had access to. The day before leaving for
Seria and Kula Belait we called at the Resident's
office; but nothing had been done about our reouest;
so we asked them to send their reply to us at Kuala
Belait. The last thing we did before leaving was to
visit the oil field officials, showing them a Harvest Ingathering paper from England and our own magazine, a letter soliciting a donation, and left the
results with God.
Mrs. Mountain and I stayed in the government
resthouse at Kuala Belait; but Pastor Wong Kiat
Sam was invited to stay with a very fine Chrigt;an
man whom he had met some years ago, Mr. Spencer
Yang. Mr. Yang holds an important governmental
position.
Here, again, in Kuala Belait, we found the people
very friendly; and we met with gratifying success.
Last year, $50 was the highest donation received.
This year we started work by looking for this man,
but he had moved. However, we noticed a good-
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looking prospect watching a building under construction, so approached him. He gave us $50, and told
us where to find three other contractors, one of
whom was quite prosperous though he dressed like
a coolie. If he were home we would see a jeep.
parked in his yard. With this good start we
hastened on. We soon had another $50, and a $100,
and a $150, from the leading meichant, before we
noticed the jeep parked in the yard of the man we
sought. He was very generous, and right away he
said, "I'll give $150." "Oh, but we want you to
give $300 !" we urged. "No, no," he replied, "it would
not look right for me to give more than the leading
man in town." "But you didn't give last year," we
countered. "We failed to contact you last year, so
now you should give $300 to make up for last year!"
He gave $200. We thanked him gratefully. It always gives me a warm feeling inside to walk off with
a pocket full of notes for the Lord. But it is right
and fitting that these men give; and they enjoy it,
too. They have received the good things of the earth,
and never returned a cent of tithe to the Giver; so
they should give freely to meet the world's needs.
Then we had another Sabbath service in Seria with
a blind Chinese brother, his son and family, and the
family of Joseph Phang, the son of our old Brother
Phang En Fook of Tamparuli. Strange coincidence
—the offerings amounted to $11.40, exactly the same
amount as given the previous Sabbath in Brunei. Our
permit came the day that we finished our work! We
were very glad that it was a permit and not a refusal,
for this will pave the way for future permits for
Harvest Ingathering in Brunei. The Brunei government is very conservative, and might well have refused this permit on the grounds that we have no
mission work there to solicit funds for. But the
Lord has plans for His work in that fine little state;
and we now begin to see its unfolding.
Upon our return to Jesselton, we received a nice
letter from the oil field officials with a check for
$1,000 — the largest Harvest Ingathering donation
ever received in Borneo. It was a happy finishing
touch to our campaign, and brought our total to
$12,000. I'm sure that all the Messenger readers share
our rejoicing.

Christian Weddings
BY J. T. POHAN
During the past four years, since the re-opening of
our work in the Marudu—Kudat area, there have
been six young couples united in Christian marriages,
and each occasion was preceded by the baptism of
precious souls.
The writer had the privilege of officiating at the
first Christian marriage in Goshen village May 8,
1953. The second marriage was solemnized by Pastor A. Mountain in Goshen on July 28, 1954, and it
was a double wedding.
November 1, 1954 is a memorable day to us in Kg.
Damai. for then we bad our third wedding ceremony
with three couples being married this time! The
first week in January, another, the fourth wedding,
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will have taken place.
Rain prevented our having any camp fires, but the
Each of these marriages was simply and solemnly chapel of the school took care of our needs very well;
conducted. The hundreds of visitors who came to and the evenings were especially happy times. James
witness the ceremonies were deeply impressed. The Wong's stories on Tuesday night, and the stories of
difference between heathen marriages and Christian local mission heroes present at the meeting, will not
marriages which are ordained of God, was well soon be forgotten. The experien es of our youngmarked. May God bless these new Christian homes, teacher; in opening schools in new locations make a
established on Bible principles, as they stand to wit- wonderful chapter of Share Your Faith a eivity of
ness for. their God in this land of heathen strong- the best kind. The Thursday night meetings gave
holds.
the various units in opportuni'y to fires-nt short
number; which were both e -terta'nirp• and h-1 ul.
On Friday evening the Sunny Hill vhool 'hoir preSARAWAK MISSION
sented
a Ca d'e-light Christmas convert, which hardly
President
L E. A. Fox
seemed possible in far-off Borneo.
Secretary-Treasurer
C. I. K. Kwok
There were two high-lights on Sabbath. A bapP.O. Box 41, Kuching, Sarawak, N. Borneo
tismal service in the arternoon, at IA
ti.ne three
candidates were baptized; and the camp Investiture,
when forty persons were invested. The most s-rprisMissionary Volunteers in Sarawak
ing thing about the investiture, aside from the exBY W. N. ANDREWS
cellence of the program given, was the fact that the
The most active group of Missionary Volunteers largest class, 14 in number, was the Companions.
that I have yet found in this Union is located in the The first croup I have seen in uniform in this Union
Sarawak mission. I arrived in Kuching on December was the delegation from Bunga. a Dyak village all
6, and spent two days visiting some of the village Adventist, whose twenty-two year old elder is an
schools and churches; then returned to Sunny Hill active MV.
school for the closing exercises. These included an
I greatly appreciated the fine assistance of James
Investiture service, at which time those who were not Wong, who came from the Union office. Mr. Anwar
able to attend the Youth Camp received the pins for Bey Siregar, Pastor E. Sinaga, Hulman Sina'a. and
several of the classes. Sunny Hill school has carried Voon Kow, a student from Sunny Hill school. gave
on an aggressive MV program this year, under the excellent help as counsellors. Campers and leaders
leadership of Brother Holman Sinaga and other look forward to another camp at Ayer Manis.
teachers.
On December 13, twenty-five of us boarded a bus
in Kuching and made the short trip to Ayer Manis
THAILAND MISSION
school, where we were joined by about forty others
R. M. Milne
President
who had come on foot and on bicycles, for the second
S. T. Soh
Secretary-Treasurer
Youth camp to be held in Sarawak. As this was my
Bangkok,
Thailand
1325
Rama
I
V.
Road,
first visit among the Dyak peoples, I was of course
anxious to see how far they had progressed. I must
say that they gave many happy surprises.
The Power of Example
Although the weather was far from ideal for a
camp, there was no lack of good humor among the
BY E. B. SMITH
campers. We joyfully sang a little ditty that must
have been composed for campers:
Two years ago Miss Soonee bad to leave home beWhether the weather be cold
cause she accepted Christ. She worked faithfully
Or whether the weather be hot;
as a nurse's aide for nearly a year and a half at the
Whether the weather be fine,
Bangkok Sanitarium and Hospital. Then kidney
Or whether the weather be not.
trouble necessitated an operation. News of her illWe'll weather the weather
ness reached her father, and be began to wish he
Whatever the weather
might see his daughter again. Several months after
Whether we like it or not.
she recovered, Miss Soonee decided to fulfill her
Lack of a (amp matron had little effect on morale. father's wish. How surprised he must have been
The groip was divided into work groups, and the when he saw her, for she had become a new person
kitchen aids did all the preparation of the meals since she began to live the Christian life. He must
under Vie supervision= of the girls' counsellors, Mrs. have wondered if this sweet girl was really his own
H. Sinaga. Nancy Sinaga, and Rosalina, one of the daughter.
Dyak teachers.
For over a year and a half Miss Soonee's father
The enthisiasm of all the campers for learning had refused to let his younger da whter, Noi, have
to da something new was seen in the way they went any contact with us. The fact that he allowed Noi
about their craft Glasswork, which at this camp was to come to church with her sister testifies that he was
glass painting. Some of them did some very credit- well iropresed with the change that had come to Miss
able work, under the direction of Mr. James Wong. Soonee. After two Sabbaths, Miss Soonee had to

10

THE MESSENGER

JANUARY. FEBRUARY
• .

Vol- 5

No. i

.Published bi-mputhlY as the official organ of the 'Malayan Unfelt
Mission of Seventh;day Adventists. .399 Upper Serangoen Road,
Singapore T3. Asia.
Yearly Subscription Price 5o cents (U.S.)
Editor
Associate Editdr

C. C. CLEVELAND
MRS. E. N. WENDT it

January-February, 1955

The following morning, Noi told her father that
although she loved him and wanted to remain with
him she must also follow the Lord. He answered
that if that was her decision, she must leave home,
and also Chiengmai. We have sent her on to Bangkok to be with her sister and soon she will be baptized.
What an effective agent for, good a. faithful example can be. Let us pray that both Miss Soonee
and Noi will influence others to accept Jesus by their
continued faithfulness.

God's Message in. the Third Chapter
of Malachi

(The following is the fifteenth of a group of
return to her work, but Noi continued to come to
statements
on the subject of tithing which we have
church. Mrs. Smith lost no time in starting Bible
studies with her.. But Satan was not to yield • so received from the General. Conference with the rereadily. Soon the neighbors began to reproach the quest that one be published in each edition of "The
father for allowing his daughter to become a Chris-. Messenger." We know that all of our readers will
tian, Pride has always been a useful tool for the be grateful for the opportunity of reviewing what
evil one, and again he made effective use of it. He has been written for our instruction on this most
told Noi that although he could not prevent her from important topic.)
becoming a Christian, she- must • be a Buddhist as
"The Lord has given His people a message for
long as she remained at home. The sudden change this time. It is presented in the third chapter of
of attitude came -as a real surprise to us.
Malachi. How could the Lord rresent His requireOn a Friday, Noi sent word that she would obey ments in a clearer or more forcible manner than He
her father and stay away from church one week while has done in this chapter" 6T 3Q4. "Bring ye all
she made up her mind what she should do. Anxiously the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat
we prayed for her during the following days. The in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the
next Friday night we were so happy to have Noi Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the wi-dows of
come for her Bible study instead of going to night heaven, and po sr you out a blessing, that there shall
school. We felt the urgency of the opportunity, and not be room enough to receive it. And I will rebuke
set aside the Bible study outline that we had been the devourer for your sales, a d he shall not destroy
following, and pointed out that man's responsibility the fruits of your ground: neither shall your vine
to God is imperative above all else. Noi gave serious cast her fruits before the time in the field, saitb the
thought to each text as we read it, and if the mean- Lord of hosts. And all nations shall call you blessed:
ing was not entirely clear to her she would ask us to for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of
explain it further. That evening she decided that hosts." Mal. 3:10-12.
her first duty was to God. Her father had told her
that if she came to church again it would mean that Calendar of Special Days and Offerings
she loved a foreign religion more than she loved him;
for 1955
but she was faithful to her decision and came to
church the next morning.
A. 41i
That evening her father begged her with tears JANUARY 1955
not to forsake him, and her love for him prevailed.
Religious Liberty Davy, and Offering January 22
She sent back her set of Bible studies, and other
-E :1.--=E1
5-7',-ffcM Ell 19 we... -fica1 141
tracts. How we prayed that God would yet overJanuary 29
Voice of Prophecy Offering
rule. We made inquiries and learned where she
worked, and sent word asking her to meet us at the
L9
empty meeting ball on her way to night school that FEBRUARY 1955
--ILN.H15-==.
evening. Together with Brother Soh and Brother
February 5
Christian Home Day
Sopon, we talked earnestly with her. Her tears
.17.11 H. El
El
showed us what a struggle it was for a favorite
February
5
Home
Missionary
Offering
daughter to decide between her father and God. After
many appeals and much counsel she said that she did
not have the courage to forsake her elderly father.
We knelt together to pray most earnestly and as we How often do we sigh for opportunities of doing
prayed, the Lord gave her the victory. So great is good whilst we neglect the openings of Providence
in little things.—Crabbe.
the contest for each soul.
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