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FEATURING THE COLPORTEUR MINISTRY

Alost lirgellt Need
H. W. PETERSON, Publishing
Secretary, S. D. A. Union of
Southeast Asia
The world has wandered away
from God. Through sin m a n
wrecked his happiness, he sold his
life for death, and brought a curse
upon this revolted province of the
divine domain. This misery he
could not repair, nor undo the damage his sin has caused, so God provided the remedy. His own arm
brought salvation. He mercifully
opened up a way of escape. In this
world are many sons and daughters
who will welcome an invitation to
return to the Father's house. They
are waiting for someone to invite
them and show them the way. In
the fifteenth chapter of Luke, Jesus
spoke three parables,—The Lost
Sheep, The Lost Piece of Silver, and
The Lost Son. All three parables
do not tell of failure but of success
and joy in recovery. The commission to the church is, "Go ye into
all the world and preach the gospel
to every creature." God has a
message of hope for a lost world.
It is the good news of salvation.
In the providence of God this message of hope and comfort has been
printed in books and periodicals so
that those who read may understand
God's invitation. "The great object of our publications is to exalt
God, to call man's attention to the
living truths of His Word." C. M.
p. 2. "Throughout the world they
are to do the same work that was
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done by John the Baptist for the
Jewish nation. By startling messages of warning God's prophet
awakened men from worldly dreaming." C. M., p. 3.
The world is waiting. The literature has been printed, but willing
feet and hands are needed to take
these printed truths to those lost
in sin and darkness. We have
many consecrated Colporteur evangelists, but we can use many more.
The canvassing work is to be
strengthened and revived. It is to
go forward with ever-increasing

success. "The Lord calls for many
more to engage in colporteur work."
Obedience is the highest' form of
allegiance to God. There is nothing of greater importance. Everything else is secondary.
God's call to work in His vineyard is not the same to everyone.
He has given people different talents to be used in His service. But
everyone is bidden to do something
even though he may possess only
one talent. No one is excused.
Among the many talents given to
men and women is that of Christian salesmanship,—that fine ability to meet people, encourage their
hearts and influence them to purchase our message-filled books and
magazines. There is no greater
gift than this. Often the talent is
not recognized by the person possessing it because, it has not been
'- recognize they
developed. Others
have gifts along this line but hesitate to use them. To all such comes
the invitation of the Master, "Son,
go work today in my vineyard."
The cause of God needs efficient
men. Listen to this statement
from Christ's Object Lessons, Page
191: "God is depending on you.
He has given you a place to fill
not in worldly enterprises, for
there are plenty of people to do
the world's work: but you are an
arve
ambassador for Christ."
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not for the canvasser, many would be reached in no other way. Many
never have the opportunity to hear of these people would never think
of God's message or this time. The of attending an evangelistic meetMaster's invitation to take up th's ing but yet as they come under the
work is also a command. Who will influence of the godly colporteurs
answer, "Here am I, s"nd me."?
their hearts are moved to purchase
Dear friends! At this most cri- our Christian literature which sometical hour of earth's history the day may be instrumental in bringLord invites you to follow Him, to ing them into the kingdom of God.
become His servants and to witness Is it little wonder that the Spirit
for Him while preparing a. people of Prophecy has said, "The imporready for His soon coming. Who tan?e of this work is fully equal to
will respond?
that of the ministry?" C. M., p. 8.
How could any work be more imP1N*tYCM
portant than that of placing a message from God into the hands of
those still living in darkness.
In our over-all mission program
there are many phases of our work
and it is perhaps unfair to say
that one type of our work is of
greater value than another, yet the
pen of inspiration has said, "If
there is one work that is more important than another it is that of
getting our publications before the
public thus leading them to search
the Scriptures." C. M., p. 6.
There is a great need for more
literature evangelists in our work
today. Latest estimates tell us
there are approximately 55 million
living in our Union territory. It
is really appaling when we realize
that we have only 27 faithful colporteturs spreading our truth-filled
The High Calling of the literature throughout this great
territory. This means 2 million
Colporteur Ministry
people for each colporceur. What
H. CARL CURRIE, President,
an impossible task! Not all of
S. D. A. Union of Southeast Asia these will purchase our literature
It is most fitting that one issue but every one must be given the
of the Messenger this year should opportunity.
Dear Church Member, how are
be dedicated to the faithful Literature Evangelist and the impor- you going to respond to this tretant work that God has called him mendous challenge of the Colporto do. His work is the "opening teur Ministry? In the inspired
wedge" in penetrating new terri- book, "Colporteur Ministry," we
tory and preparing the way for a are told, "When church members
harvest of souls to enter Christ's realize the importance of the circulation of our literature they will
kingdom.
It is of vital importance that our devote more time to this work."
people recognize the high esteem Many of you should consider this
in which God Himself regards the as a call from God to join the most
Colporteur Ministry. The Lord important work committed to the
speaking through His Messenger, hands of mortal man—that of winMrs. White, has said, "There is no ning souls to Christ through the
higher work than Evangelistic Can- Colporteur Ministry.
"The Lord has need of workers
vassing for it involves the performance of the highest moral duties." who will push the triumphs of the
Colporteur Ministry, p. 12. The eross."—Review & Herald, May 6,
colporteur meets people that could 1890.
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Success in Colporteur
Work Assured
T. C. CHIN, president,
S. D. A. Mission of Malaya
Is our Publishing Work a real
success? To make this question a
more personal one, I will ask, "Is
our Colporteur Work a real success?" This is a question that
should concern everyone of us who
has a burden in promoting the literature work at this time.
Someone may say, Yes, our colporteur work is a real success for
sales have been made amounting to
hundreds of thousands of dollars
every year in our Union. If monetary consideration is more than one
of the links in a chain of Christian
service the work of the colporteur
may be a failure altogether. Soul
winning, soul saving is the rule by
which God measures the success of
our labors. The object of our colporteur work should not only be a
monetary matter, but a matter of
ingathering souls. The method of
working may be faultless and the
facilities all that could be desired,
but if no burden for souls rests
upon the hearts of our colporteurs,
the work will be a failure. When
the spirit of evangelism really enters the heart of every literatureevangelist, there is no reason why
there should not be souls added to
the church in great number.
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Our churches throughout the
Union should have a well-organized
plan for recruiting new colporteurs
and a definite soul-say ing, teachin;
program to indoctrinate these new
recruits as permanent colporteur
evangelists. The time has come
when this work of the colporteurevangelist should not be neglected.
The territories throughout the
Union should be flooded with consecrated salesmen. If we set as our
goal the saving of those for Christ
who buy our truth-filled literature,
the success of the work of the colporteur will be assured. It is not
the will of our heavenly Father that
one of them should perish.
Colporteurs in all churches
should be selected who have a concern for the salvation of souls, for
this is the supreme objective of the
literature work. In Testimonies
Vol. 6, p. 313 we read, "God has
ordained the colporteur work as a
means of presenting before the
people the light contained in our
books, and colporteurs should be
impressed with the importance of
bringing, before the world, as fast
as possible, the books necessary for
their spiritual education and enlightenment. This is the very work
the Lord would have His people da
at this time. All who consecrate
themselves to God to work as colporteurs are assisting in giving the
last message of warning to the
world."
To conclude this may I quote
another passage from the writings
of Mrs. E. G. White on this
ASSURED SUCCESS. "When
God opens the way for the accomplishment of a certain work, and
gives assurance of success, the
chosen instrumentality must do all
in his power to bring, about the
promised result. In proportion to
the enthusiasm and perserverance
with which the work is carried forward, will be the success given.
God can work miracles for His people only as they act their part with
ardent energy. He calls for men
of devotion to His work, men of
moral courage, with ardent love for
souls, and with a zeal that never
flags. Such workers will find no
task too arduous, no prospect too
hopeless; they will labour on, undaunted, until apparent defeat is
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turned into glorious victory. Not
even prison walls, nor the martyr's
stake beyond, will cause them to
swerve from their purpose of labouring together with God for the
upbuilding of His kingdom."
Prophets and Kings, p.
(rA rit

Christian Trail Blazers
F. A. MOTE, Fresident,
Far Eastern Division of S.D.A.
"Colporteurs are needed who will
go forth to circulate our publications everywhere." Christian Service, p. 145.
"The world is to receive the light
of truth through an evangelizing
ministry of the word in our books
and periodicals. Our publications
are to show that the end of all
things is at hand." Colporteur
Evangelist, p. 100.
"The printed word of Truth is to
bet translated into different languages, and carried to the ends of the
earth." T., vol. 9, p. 26
"These publications are to be
translated into every language: for
to all the world the gospel is to be
preached." T., Vol. 9, p. 34.
The Lord is calling for missionary volunteers who are willing to
give themselves in loving service to
their fellowmen as they carry our
wonderful books and periodicals to
the people' where they live. From
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the very early days of our work,
the colporteur has been the trail
blazer for the living preacher. Our
books and periodicals have been
taken into new territory and placed
in the hands of people so that they
would become interested in the plan
of God for the fallen race. Today
we have many places where the
Truth needs to be taken to the people in the form of our literature.
"If there is one work more important than another, it is that of get' ting our publications before the
public, thus leading them to search
the Scriptures. Missionary work—
introducing our publications into
families, conversing, and praying
with and for them—is a good
work." Colporteur Evangelist, p.
80
Time is running out and we still
have a great work to do for the
Master. We have needs everywhere throughout the entire territory of the Far Eastern Division.
God is calling for men and women
to devote their time and talents to
the proclamation of the message
for this hour through the distribution of our truth-filled literature.
Thousands of people in every language area among all classes of
people are waiting for messengers
of hope and pace to bring to them
that which will give them hope for
the future. We need you to help
us with this important work of
literature evangelism. After our
tasks on this earth are completed,
we shall rejoice in the kingdom of
our God throughout eternity together with those who have been
saved as a result of the books which
have been sold and which have
pointed lost sinners to "the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin
of the world."
The, following is a description of
those who are searching for truth
in times of trouble; those who
have been approached by our literature evangelists and who have
purchased our books and periodicals. "I saw them holding papers
and tracts in one hand, and the
Bible in the other, while their
cheeks were wet with tears; and
bowing before God in earnest, humble prayer, to be guided into all
truth,—the very thing He, was doing for them before they called up-
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4. A crown bright with stars—
on them. And when the truth was be a good FAY MASTER. We are
stars represent souls won—
received in their hearts, and they told in Matt. 6:8 that, "... your
saw the harmonious chain of truth, Father knoweth what things ye
the colporteur's work w ins
souls.
the Bible was to them a new book; have need of, before ye ask him."
they hugged it to their hearts with He knows what our needs are and
5. Praying with people in their
grateful joy, while their counten- has promised to supply them. .Sishomes and pointing them to
ances were all aglow with happiness ter White tells us that, "The canthe Saviour of the world.
vassing work is equal to that of
and holy joy.
"These were not satisfied with the gospel ministry." Because of
Yes, the blessings and benefits of
merely enjoying the light them- this high calling provision has been
selves, and they began to work foe made for the faithful credentialed the colporteur evangelist :are just
others. Some made great sacrifices colporteur to receive the same bene- too numerous to mention and the
of his work will always refor the truth's sake and to help fits of any other mission worker. results
main,
and
if faithful—Eternal life
Liet
us
consider
some
of
the
benethose of the brethren who were in
darkness. The way is thus pre- fits accrued to these men and wo- at last. BENEFITS'! Are you
paring to do a great work in the men who "hunt" and "fish" for thinking of benefits, treasures? The
Word of God says in Matt. 6, "Lay
distribution of tracts and papers souls.
not up for yourselves treasures on
in other languages." Life Sketches,
1. Trhnsport to and from col- earth, . . but lay up for yourp. 214-215
porteur institute and main- selves treasures in Heaven." This,
If the Lord is speaking to you
tenance
while there once a my friend, is what the colporteur is
today, won't you become one of
doing every day he goes out to
year.
the Christian trail blazers in your
work.
territory I
2. Daily allowance for heads of
Would you like to receive these
44 At' tiA
families while at institute.
benefits'? Talk it over with your
church pastor. It may be that
3. Moving expenses paid when God is calling YOU.
move is ordered by publishing committee.
VA a HA °IC Pf
4. Two weeks vacation with pay.
5. Medical allowance on same
basis granted other workers.
6. Sustentation benefits on same
basis granted other workers.
These favors which are conferred
upon the colporteurs are indeed
good and very helpful, but let us
consider for a moment the real and
eternal benefits which the faithful
colporteur evangelist receives.
This, my dear friend, is what the
colporteur is doing each day that
he goes out to work:

Are You Looking for
Benefits?
C. L.. FINNEY , Publishing.
Secretary, Far Eastern Division
When I think of the benefits that
accrue to the consecrated colporteur, I am thoroughly convinced
that no work under Heaven is more
important than COLPORTEUR
EVANGELISM. I am also convinced that no work on earth will
pay him greater dividends; here or
in the hereafter.
I have always found the Lord to

1. Working with holy angels.
What a glorious privilege it
is to walk down the street
and go into the homes of the
people with an angel from
Heaven by your side.
2. Working under the direction
of the Holy Spirit. God directs the colporteur to the
honest-in-heart.
3. Having the satisfaction of
knowing that you are doing
the greatest and most important work on earth—getting
people ready to meet Jesus.

Still Effective
ROGER ALTMAN, Treasurer,
S. D. A. Union of Southeast Asia
The printed page never has been
and probably never will be the only
only means of attracting attention
to the message of heaven for the
last days. With the growth of
modern inventions we ars now witnessing many devices that make
people listen to some appeal. Oc-

June, 1957
casionally we may be tempted to
feel that the colporteur work is
somewhat old-fashioned and therefore not as effective as it should be.
We live in the age of the illustrated
evangelistic lecture, the day of radio and television. Certainly we
would not minimize the value of
these forms of communication. May
God bless them everyone and greatly multiply their usefulness. But
the fact remains that after the
preacher's voice is still and the television screen is dark, when the radio has been turned off, the choir
has ceased to sing and the church
is empty, the silent messenger of
printed truth is ever ready to
speak to the inquiring soul. A
carefully prepared, well-printed
book has no substitute. It can be
read rapidly or slowly, but the mesis the same. If it is not understood at first, it is willing to speak
again and again until the meaning
is plain. It never agues with the
reader. If the truth is too severe
at first and the reader pushes the
book aside in impatience or anger,
the book is not offended and when
it is taken up again it carries on
its divinely appointed mission uttering no complaint. If one owner
casts it away completely, another
will pick it up and cherish the light
that shines from its pages. A good
book never grows weary. Readers
come and go. Perhaps mothers'
hands that used to turn the precious leaves may be folded in rest,
but the daughter's eager fingers
take up the volume and learn the
same lesson that guided to safety
the feet that have gone before.
We need more Seventh-day Adventist books in Southeast Asia.
They are good preachers; they
work long hours . •their pay is
small; their success is assured. We
need more Seventh-day workers to
distribute these books to the waiting people. The diligent and consecrated colporteur is one of the
most effective gospel laborers in all
the world, and the result of his
work will endure throughout eternity. The good book, tilled with
heaven's truth, and the godly colporteur called of God to minister
to hungry souls form a combination that will fill our churches and
will hasten the Saviour's appearing.
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Who Will Respond?
R. A. POHAN, President,
Advent Hari Ke-Tujoh
It is a real privilege to serve and
to represent Him in this dire, sinsick world. We should realize fully
that it is He who calls us to b! His
servants; who sends us into the
world to bring His light, truth
peace, joy and salvation to those
perishing in sin.
How well I remember the time
the Lord found and called me. I
was in Bogor, Java. A colporteur
sold me "Daniel and the Revelation"
and "Great Controversy" from whiel
I learned the truth of God and the
great plan of salvation. At this
time I was about to leave for Holland to further my education. I
went through a very critical period
nf my life., The truth was clear to
me but the Question troubling my
mind was, Shall I give up my career
for the truth's sake. One night at
two o'clock in the morning I awakened siddenly hearing a clear voice
specking to rue. These were the
•vords I heard, "What shall it profit
a man if he gain the whole world
and lose his own soul? Come and
follow Me!" I tell on my knees
and made a full surrender of my
rife and future plans to the Lord.
I responded whole-heartedly to His
call and .was baptized the same day
—September 4. 1924, at two o'clock
in the afternoon. At four o'clock
that same afternoon I started to
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canvass - for our books—the very
books, which had been instrumental
in bringing light, truth and salvation to my soul.
Friends, that living, eternal,
creative Word of Christ makes us
His servants. Thank God for that
Word which lives in the hearts of
men who have responded to His call
for full surrender of life, even to
following and serving im unto
death.
The story is told of Napoleon
Bonaparte. One day as he was reviewing his troops, riding along on
his white charger, his horse suddenly took fright. He reared dangerrously and jerked the reins out of
Napoleon's hands. The Emperor
was in momentary danger of losing
his life. In front of him was a
solid wall of infantry standing at
attention, presenting arms. As the
horse raced down past this, line of
men, one of the privates, diregarding all discipline and order, threw
down his musket, leaped forward
out of the line, grasped the flying
reins, and brought the horse back
to the thankful emperor, who said,
"Thank you, Captain." The private
standing there in the plain uniform
of an infantryman, asked, "Of
what regiment?" "Of my guards,"
replied the Emperor. Then the
young man left the line and
started off across the field in
his old muddy infantry uniform,
with no hat, to join the group of
officers over on the hill at staff
headquarters. They looked askance at him and finally one said,
"What are you doing here?" He
replied, "I am captain of the
guards !" Whatever makes you
think you are captain of the
guards?" He just pointed to the
emperor, who was riding by, and
replied, "He said so." It was not.
*he uniform, not the sword or medals. but the word of the emperor
that made him captain of the
guards.
If we accept Christ as our personal Saviour and King believing
His Word responding to His call,
Ho will make us servants of His.
lIe will give us the courage, power
and wisdom to do His work, pressinc His' battle as strongly as is
humanly possible. We must remain faithful and loyal to Him unto the end.
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The Colporteur Call
At the mighty angel's bidding
Forth we go to bear the light;
To the lost who dwell in darkness,
Bound in chains of carnal night.
Sad they sit in erring blindness,
Helplessness their mute appeal;
Bruised within and hungry hearted,
Bless them with the leaves that
heal.
Leaves of life we bring indited,
By the Frince of Life so fair;
All so plain on tables written,
Look and read the message there.

"Scatter like the leaves of autumn,"
Cries the angel"Swell the sound";
All the world His glory lighting,
Loud His cry re-echoes round.
With a shout, then, to the harvest,
He that sleepeth causeth shame;
To the work, go, hunt,and fish them,
Wide the printed page acclaim,
Satan fears the sacred inkhorn,
Binds the wicked by decree;
Forward, then, and seal the righteous,
Seal them for eternity.
—Selected.

MY RESPONSE
Knowing that we are living in the sunset hour of earth's
history and that what we do must be done quickly, and believin;
that the literature miniEtry is one of the most effective ageaci3s
in preparing men and women to meet Jesus I hereby promis3 to
make this work a subject of special prayer and to answer "Here
am I," if the Lord calls.
My interest is in:
Large Books ❑ Small Books ❑ Magazines ❑ Full Time ❑
Part Time ❑
Please place a cheek In the squares in -icatin; your interest.
Cut out immediately and mail to your local Mission headquarte s.
My Name Is
Address
Phone No

City

State

wnrkprs and guests attending Tamvaruli campmeeting,
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BORNEO-BRUNEI-SA RAWAK
MISSION
President
C. G. Oliver
Secretary-Treasurer. D. P. Siagian
Postal Address, P 0. Box 34,
Jesselton, North Borneo.
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Tamparuli Campmeeting
C. G.

OLIVER

Sabbath, March 16, marked the
high point of the four-day North
Borneo Campmeeiing, held March
14-18 at the Mission headquarters
in Tamparuli. It was the largest
ever held in this section of the field.
On Sabbath more than 1,100 adults
crowded the large 33 x 80 attap
pavilion and many had to stand under the wide eaves for shelter from
the sun. More than 400 children
met in other buildings for separate
meetings which made a total attendance in excess of 1,500. All
of the workers from the North
Borneo section of the mission were
in attendance. Guest speakers were:
J. E. Chase from the General Conference Radio and Television Department; H. C. Currie, President
of the S. D. A. Union of Southeast
Asia; W. N. Andrews, Union MV
and educational Secretary; A. R.
Musgrave, Mission Educational secretary and principal of the Sunny
Hill School in Sarawak; and K. T.
Kong, Assistant Treasurer of the
Union. The Daily Program also
provided for round table discussions of vital topics presided over
by the mission presdent, C. G.
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Oliver, evening lectures by Mrs.
Oliver on the Home and Health,
and a daily devotional period under
the leadership of Gordon Chong of
Sandakan. J. T. Pohan from Marudu Bay. James Mating. and Elam
Sinaga, both guests from Sarawak.
At the Sabbath morning service
Elder Chase presented a stirring
message and made a special appeal
for those wishing to be baptized
and to join with God's commandment keeping people. More than
30 names were taken for follow-up
by the local workers. In the afternoon Brother Benedicto, Principal
of the Sabah Training. School with
a group of the Missionary Volunteers canvassed the town of Tamparuli and the surrounding area
inviting all to attend the evening
evangelistic meeting by Elder
Chase. An estimated 200 nonAdventists responded to the invitation including an Indian Sikh who
spoke neither English nor Dusun
so could not understand what was
said. At least one from the group
is now studying for baptism and
another has enrolled in the Sabah
Training School.
Following the Campmeeting the
Mission committee met for two days
o study plans for the mission work
during the coming year. As usual
one of the largest items of business
was the annual wage audit and mission budget. Time was also found
to outline evangelistic efforts for
each of the workers in every church
during the current year and to set
a baptismal goal of 600 souls. It
was also voted to upgrade the Sabah Training School to secondary
level as under the leadership of
Elder J. T. Pohan, veteran worker
in the mission and currently pastor
in the Marudu Bay area.
The inspiration of these meetings
and the faithful carrying out of
the plans laid will, without doubt,
mean much to the advancement of
God's work in this field and hasten
our Lord's return.
"It is the privilege of every
Christian, not only to look for, but
to hasten the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Were all who profess His name bearing fruit to His
glory, how quickly the whole world
would be sown with the seed of
the gospel."—C. 0. L., p. 69.
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MALAYAN UNION
SEMINARY
Acting President..L. A. Benzinger
Treasurer and Asst.
Busines Manager, M. P. Sormin
Postal Address, 401 Upper Serangoon Road, Singapore.
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The Sherrard Farewell
Kits. L. C. Wncox
The morning of April 30, 1957
found over seven hundred teachers
and stadents assembled around the
tennis court in front of the main
Seminary building in readiness to
bid farewell to their president and
family, Brother and Sister Elwood
Sherrard, Dena and Sherry, who
were soon to leave on their furlough
in the States.
The faculty and board members
with the guests of honor were
seated at the east end of the court.
The meeting opened with the regular morning devotional study and
urayer by Elder L. C. Wilcox, the
Seminary Pastor and Bible Instructor.
Pastor Chue Sing Fatt acted as
master of ceremonies for the occasion.
There was an interesting parade
of the different nationalities who
attend the school after which they
sang the school song, "0 Malayan
Yfi ffi• A IN

Seminary You Are the School for
Me."
Elder Roger Altman, the treasurer of the S. D. A. Union of
Southeast Asia, gave a history of
the Seminary and its work since
Mr. Sherrard became its president.
Just, before his remarks were coneluded there appeared four young
men carrying what seemed to be a
box draped with a cloth. They
placed it in front of the honored
guests as a parting gift. When it
was unveiled it proved to be a
beautiful camphor chest carved with
pagodas. The chest was opened
and inside were found six shiny
mahogany elephants and two lovely
red lacquer vases.
Brother Sherrard responded with
appropriate remarks and then presented a large key to Brother L. A.
i3enz'nger who is to be the acting
president of the Seminary until the
new president arrive; in August.
This seems to have betome a school
ritual to be carried out by the outgoing- and in-c3ming presidents of
the school. Brother Benzinger received the key as a to'een of acceptance to the presidency of the
Seminary, adding at the same time
words of apprecistion for this duty
conferred upon him.
Pastor Joshua Chong prouounced the benediction which contained a blessing and a petlion for
traveling mercies for the family.
—

Inside adult pavilion during Sabbath School Tamparuli campmeeting.
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Sabbath afternoon, May 4, the
S. S. Boissevain pulled away from
a crowded pier on which were
gathered missionaries from both
the Union and Division compounds,
Seminary students and other
friends of the Sherrards who were
there to bid them a fond farewell
and Godspeed.
In the picture below the first two
rows are baptismal candidates baptized following the Kuala Lumpur
1*-r7X,M RAr2.1gIE

M. V. Voice of Youth Campaign.
Brother Saw Eng Chuan and
Brother John Toh, led out in the
series of Bible lectures. We hope
and pray many of our youth will
be inspired to carry on such soul
winning activities in this Union.

sion her parents were angry and
refused to grant her such permission. If she did so she would be
treated as an outcast by the family.
They commanded her to join the
Catholic church instead. I spoke
words of comfort to her and encouraged her by saying, "I will
pray for you tonight that God will
help you to understand His will."
(This was the night before the baptismal service).
The next day I met her and
noticed that she wore a happy expression on her face as she said
resolutely, "I'm going to be baptized today." We thank God for
giving her the victory.
Another young lady (right in
center row) accepted the message
through the influence of Brother
Nguyen Due Due, a colporteur who
brought this girl to attend a colporteur institute held last November.
Since then she attended the baptismal class faithfully and all religious services. Soon her decision
was made to be baptized.
Mother, son and daughter of one
family accepted the truth as a result of an evangelistic effort conducted by Pastors L. G. Storz and
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Baptism at Phunhuan,
Saigon
PASTOR PHAM THIEN

We praise the Lord for eight
more souls who joined our Phunhuan church by baptism on Sabbath, March 30. These eight souls
aecpted the message under varying
circumstances.
One young lady (front row to
your left in the picture) accepted
the truth through our Voice of
Prophecy Bible Correspondence
School. After one year of study,
attending services and the baptismal classes, she decided to become
baptized. Upon hearing this deci-

their children and at the same time
to make a living. However, their
hearts are constantly burdened for
the furtherance of evangelistic work
in their old home town, and for
the opening of our work there. A
great intereest and response was
shown there last year and a large
harvest of souls awaits us. This
family has offered us the use of
their home in which to conduct
meetings. The son and daughter
are anxious to accompany and assist the evangelist. Pastor P. T.
Thanh plans to do this work but
our real problem is the lack of a
worker to reside there permanently
in order to shepherd the flock. Let
us pray that the Lord will open the
wav for the work in Qui Nhon to
progress.
These eight precious souls, some
of whom have great problems to
face, need your earnest prayers
that their faith may endure amid
trials. Let us remember them.

Baptismal Candidates Saigon,
March, 30., 1957.
P. T. Thanh at Qui-Nhon one year
ago. This family has gone to Saigon
in order to further the education of

Within the territory comprising
the S. D. A. Union of Southeast
Asia there are many races and
language groups. All of these
should have equal opportunities to
hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ for all are potential candidates for heaven. Because of strong
religious convictions and prejudices with hereditary backgrounds
some of these races are more difficult to wi
Christianity th-n
are othe-s. It is but natural for
us to direct our labours to those
more easily won to the truth as we
believe it and teach it. However,
we cannot continue indefinitely on
such a program. If we do the work
of God can never be completed in
this generation or the next. Therefore we should not neglect to bring
the gospel to the Malay speaking
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people, especially to the Moslem
Malays. We should fully realize
the solemn responsibility which is
ours in winning them to Christ.
The impression is prevalent
among our people that work among
the Moslems is comparatively
fruitless and hopeless. But we are
happy to state that Moslems can be
converted, that Moslems have been
converted and that Moslems are being converted. The dearth of Mosle n converts is to be explained
largely tecause of the extreme
shortage of workers. We need
workers to be equipped and set
apart especially for this undertakmg. We are convinced that there
are many seekers after truth,
though perhaps in secret. If ten
people would throw their enegergies
into winning Moslem men and
women to Christ we would soon
see, not tens, but hundreds turning
to the Saviour of mankind.
Because of our ftrm faith in
God's unfailing promises, souls are
being converted. Encouraged by
this mighty evidence of God's love
and grace, we organized our Malay
Church in Singapore about six
years ago with fifteen members.
Today the church membership has
mcreased to fifty-six and our Sabbath School has a membership of
seventy-nine. A little over two

years ago we formally opened our
modest house of worship—our fiirst
building devoted to evangelism
among the Malay speaking people.
We are extremely grateful to
God for his guiding hand in this
work. At the recent Council meetings of the S. D. A. Union of
Southeast Asiay a Mission to the
Malay spe3kin x people was s2t up,
named Sidang Advent. Since then
two workers have joined the working force of this institution. Pastor
Daniel Liem in Singapore and
Brother Harapan Liklikwatil in
Penang, where we organized a Sabbath school and a company in
March of this year. We now have
also a Malay speaking Sabbath
School in Kuala Lumpur. At the
time of writing this article Pastor
Liem is feverishly preparing for
his coming public effort in Singapore. Brother Liklikwatil has already contacted several Moslems
who have enrolled in the Sabbath
School as well as in the Bible Correspondence School. Dr. Brueske,
of Penang Mission Hospital, was
indeed kind in conducting health
lectures in a Malay village near
the Penang airport for one week.
Someone strongly advised against
such meetings for fear of disturbances. But we are happy to state
that the Malays have expressed

Arlf***-F2.44tRA

Sidang Advent company in Penang.

9
their sincere appreciation for the
ures and the hymns sung by our
hospital sisters in Malay, especially
"Lembah Yang Indahlah Eden,"
(Beautiful Valley of Eden).
Ways are opening to bring the
gospel of Jesus Christ to the Moslems. There are signs on every
hand showing weakening of the
social hold of Islam. This is illustrated in the, changing position of
women, especially in the cities.
There is postponement of marriage
and the greater freedom of choice
on the woman's part; attendance
of women at lectures and entertainments; formation of women's
clubs; and the evergrowing demand
for education. The spread of Western materialism and civilization
have had a marked disintregrating
influence. I once asked a very
prominent Moslem in Singapore
what gave him the greatest hope
for Islam. He replied, "I see no
hope; materialism is overwhelming
us." Many Moslems have a desire
to lift the entire social, intellectual
and religious order to a new level.
A new spirit of mutual tolerance
is also to be noted. The, contention for liberty of thought, of interpretation of action, with the
spirit of independence increasing
as modern education and the spread
of modern literature becomes more
general, opens fresh doors of approach to the Moslems and provides a common ground for a new
Christian approach.
Our Christian faith is involved,
in fact, it is at stake in the way in
which we deal with the needs and
the opportunities presented by the
Moslem world. Let us reflect
Christ as a mirror. The Moslems
will then through this reflection
gain a new vision of God and of
man and of spiritual freedom.
Christ offers a salvation which consists of a new relationship to God
end a participation in His divine
life. The Moslems need to know
and love and obey God as He is
revealed in our Lord. The issue
confronting the Moslems is not Mohammad and Christ. It is not
Mohammad or Christ. It is Christ!
It is Christ or decay and death. The
only true way for Islam is surrender to Christ. Life and freedom
will be the result.
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News Notes
• Brother and sister B. A. Martin
and child have recently joined the
Vietnam Mission. Brother Martin
is their new Secretary-Treasurer.
The Martins are missionaries from
the Philippine Islands.
• Elder A. P. Ritz and daughter
Karen, left Singapore for the
States via Garuda airlines May 30,
A large representation from the
Division, Union and Hospital corn•
pounds were present at the airport
to bid them farewell.
• Elder James Pogue is conducting a series of evangelistic meetings
at the Balestier Road church in
Singapore. Sunday evening May
28, the opening evening, the auditorium was well filled with eager listeners. Remember this effort in
your prayers that many may be
impressed to attend regularly.
• During the early part of May
Brother Cjieah opened a series of
evangelistic studies in the Johore
church. Brother Saw Eng Chuan
is helping in this effort while he
waits for his visa to enter the
Philippine Islands where he has
been accepted as a student in the
Philippine Union College.
• The "flu" bug caught up with
a number of students and teachers
in the Seminary and also in the
Union offices. All have recovered
we are glad to report.
• While attending many "flu"
patients in Penang Hospital Dr.
Randolph became ill with the disease.
• Dr. Galen Coffin flew from
Singapore to Penang to relieve Dr.
Randolph for a few days. We are
glad to say Dr. Randolph has recovered and is able to carry on his
work again.
• Five families, four nationals
and one foreign, moved into the
Youngberg Hospital's new homes
recently.
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