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Sessioll Report 

It is an houour, of which I feel 
entirely unworthy, to be granted 
the privilege of being your repre-
sentative in this meeting tonight. 
This is my first opportunity to at- 

, 

	

	tend a Biennial Session in this 
great Union. 

First of all, I desire to express 
my deepest appreciation to the 
those who have gone before. This 
work, under, God's blessing, has 
been built up through the sweat 
and prayers and tears of you who 
are here tonight, as well as those 
who have so nobly served in yester-
years. Let those of us who are 
new to this field, and younger in 

H. CARL CURRIE, President 
Southeast Asia Union 

years, never be guilty of the folly 
of criticizing those who have so 
faithfully toiled before us. But 
rather let us thank God for what 
has been accomplished, determining 
by His grace, to move forward from 
here, and accomplish even greater 
things. 

The hour is late, we must not 
be content to measure future ac-
complishments by the deeds of the 
past. This Union field is now ready 
for the carrying on, to completion, 
of the gospel commission. Are we, 
as ministers and laity, fully pre-
pared to accept that challenge? 
In Testimonies Volume VII page  

16 we read: "Upon us rests the 
weighty responsibility of warning 
the world of its coming docm. From 
every direction, from far and near, 
are coming calls for help. God 
calls upon His church to arise and 
clothe herself with power. Im-
mortal crowns are to be won, the 
kingdom of heaven is to be gained, 
the world—perishing in ignorance, 
is to be enlightened." 

The Biennial period 1956 and 
1957 has seen real advancements 
and accomplishments in the church 
of God throughout this Union. We 
are not satisfied, but we are grati-
fied by the manner in which God 
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has been able and willing to work 
through us. Our mission and in-
stitutional leaders are going to 
spend the next few evenings shar-
ing with us some of these wonder-
ful experiences. And so, tonight 
I will cover in only a general way, 
the progress and achievements that 
are so evident. 

Our hearts thrill as we listen 
to stories of real pioneers. We 
have in this chapel tonight real 
pioneer missionaries in the flesh-
young people who have demonstrat-
ed their willingness to give their 
all for the Master. One of these 
evenings, we are going to hear a 
report from R. C. Hall, telling of 
the pioneer work that he and his 
family are carrying on in the 
hinterland of Laos. R. E. Neall 
will also be telling us something 
of the prospects for the work in 
Cambodia, where he and his family 
have but recently arrived. In the 
report given by Elder Nerness to 
the Division Council in 1955, he 
said, "The kingdom of Laos is 
threatened any day with being 
taken behind the bamboo curtain. 
To our knowledge, not one Adven-
tist worker has so much as stepped 
his foot inside its borders since 
World War II. The Kingdom of 
Cambodia—our work here is limit-
ed to the work of our loyal colpor-
teur, selling literature in a foreign 
language." Thank God, this state-
ment is now out of date. One of 
Satan's• last strongholds in this 
Union has now been invaded. The 
banner of Prince Immanuel has 
been planted in the very midst of 
the kingdom of Laos. That banner 
has been entrusted to the courage-
ous hands of Brother and Sister 
Hall. 

In April of last year, R. C. Hall 
and I made a two weeks itinerary 
through this primitive and mount-
ainous country. We wery tremend-
ously impressed with the unlimited 
possibilites of spreading the mes-
sage of God in that land. I would 
like to share with you tonight a 
few pictures that we took on that 
trip, which in a small way depict 
some of the great opportunities 
that are awaiting us. 

In October 1957, the first Seventh-
day Adventist family moved into 
Laos. This has been a great vic-
tory for the church of God. Al-
though the Halls have been faced 
with seemingly insurmountable ob-
stacles, yet by the grace of God, 
we have every right to believe that  

a foothold will be gained, and that 
many precious ones in the kingdom 
of Laos, will be born again into 
the kingdom of God. 

Cambodia is not exactly a new 
mission field, yet the Ralph Neall 
family are the first overseas mis-
sionaries that we have had in that 
country since before the beginning 
of World War II. Here again we 
have seen demonstrated the real 
pioneer spirit so greatly needed in 
carrying the gospel commission on 
to completion. 

We regret the loss from our field 
during this binneial period, of such 
noble workers as J. M. Nerness, 
Arthur Mountain, L. E. A. Fox and 
others who have so nobly and 
bravely borne the brunt of the 
battle during the heat of the day. 
We are most grateful for the thirty-
four overseas missionaries who 
have joined our ranks during this 
same period. We have been thrilled 
at the courage and vision and zeal 
of these young people, who have 
come to join with us in meeting 
the challenge of the hour. We 
extend to each one of you a hearty, 
cordial welcome. 

We have been blessed in this field 
with what I believe is the largest 
medical work of any Union within 
the General Conference. Medical 
evangelism is of inestimable value 
to the overall soul-winning pro-
gram. We have in our various in-
stitutions, the very finest doctors 
and nurses to be found anywhere 
in the world. The impact of this 
medical service upon the tens of 
millions of this field, is far beyond 
our comprehension. During this bien-
nial period, there were a third of 
a million people who, in seeking 
medical attention, came in dircet 
contact with either a Seventh-day 
Adventist doctor or nurse. Occa-
sionally someone takes the time to 
sit down and write us a letter and 
tell of their impressions of our 
institutions. I want to share with 
you tonight, a letter written to Dr. 
R. F. Waddell just a few months 
ago, by a former patient of the 
Bangkok Sanitarium and Hospital. 

This wonderful work is being 
carried on at no financial expense 
to the denomination, for these in-
stitutions are entirely self-support-
ing. Not only that, but through 
tithes and various donations they 
have turned over to the organiza-
tion, more than $164,000.00 Malay. 
Wherever we go, even in• to the 
mountain recesses of Laos, we find  
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those who have been favourably 
impressed with the medical work 
of Seventh-day Adventists. 

The physical growth of our medi-
cal institutions has also been most 
encouraging. Our baby institution 
in Saigon has continued to make 
excellent progress, and has now 
grown into a well-developed young 
"individualist." They have also 
been able to purchase four acres 
of ideally located land on the out-
skirts of the city of Saigon. This 
has not been done without sweat, 
tears and labor, but the property 
is now held in the name of the 
denomination. 

The Bangkok Sanitarium and 
Hospital has now "sprouted" an-
other wing, and is ready for full 
flight ahead. This has long been 
the dream of Dr. Waddell and his 
associates, but it has required much 
more than dreaming to carry it 
out to completion. This wing will 
be ready shortly for the official 
opening. Approval has also been 
granted to proceed with the con-
struction of modern living quarters 
for the nurses, as well as a power 
house and work-shop, with ac-
con:iodations upstairs for young 
married couples. Dr.R. C. Gregory, 
who has been doing so much on 
such a little piece of land in Haad-
yai, is looking forward to further 
expansion by adding another wing 
to the hospital. The Penang San-
itarium and Hospital has just com-
pleted a beautiful addition which 
will increase its bed capacity by 
approximately one-third. This will 
mean much in the medical service 
that will be rendered in that city. 
The official opening for this wing 
has been set for January 30, 1958. 

The education of our young 
people is one of the most pressing 
tasks facing our entire field. There 
is a tremendous dearth of workers. 
Many of our older workers are 
nearing the age of retirement, and 
we have far too few young workers 
coming on to take their place. It 
is encouraging to note that real 
prcgress is being made. During 
this biennial period, seventeen 
young people have graduated from 
our Junior College—more than had 
graduated in all the previous post-
war years. All of these seventeen 
graduates are either now employed 
in denominational work or are tak-
ing. advanced work in one of our 
denominational colleges perparing 
for mission service. This year 
we expect to have over forty 
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young people in our college section. 
Under the energetic leadership of 
P. G. Miller, we are looking for-
ward to the day when this Junior 
College will join the sisterhood of 
our senior colleges around the 
world. 

The growth of our educational 
work in Thailand has been most 
encouraging. A very fine three 
acre plot of land has been purchas-
ed on the outskirts of Bangkok. 
Two very fine classroom buildings 
have already been constructed, 
accommodating over five hundred 
students. Several teachers' homes 
have also been built, and other 
buildings are now in the planning 
stage, waiting for funds to carry 
them cn to completion. Pastor 
and Mrs. R. M. Milne have worked 
most untiringly in the strengthen-
ing of our educational work in 
Thailand. We are looking forward 
to the training of many young 
workers from this very fine school. 
Our educational work is also flour-
ishing in Ubol, Thailand, where we 
have now been authorized to teach 
up to the tenth grade. 

For the first time in the history 
of our work in Vietnam, we have 
property for our Vietnam training 
school. This is three and one-half 
acres of a seven acre plot that has 
been purchased in conjunction with 
our Saigon Adventist Hospital. We 
thank God for this accomplishm-
ent. I am sure that L. G. Storz 
will be telling us in his report, of 
the determination of the enemy 
to stop us in the purchase of this 
property. R. H. Wentland, prin-
cipal of the Vietnam Training 
School, is already conducting a 
strong evangelistic training pro-
gram with over twenty students 
in attendance. 

We are most pleased over the 
many fine churches that have been 
constructed during this biennial 
period. The finest church that we 
have in our Union, has been donat- 
ed to the denomination by Brother 
and Sister S. M. Lee. Their story 
of faith and dedication in the con- 
struction of this beautiful Chinese 
Church on 297 Thomson Road, 
Singapore, is one that will stir your 
soul. Part of this story will be 
related at the church dedication 
service, January 18, 1958. Thai- 
land has also added three new 
churches. The one in Cheng Mai 
was also a gift from one of our 
loyal believers in Bangkok. Through 
the whole-hearted cooperation of  

our loyal laity, 6 churches have 
been built during this period in 
the Borneo-Brunei-Sarawak Miss-
ion. 

August 31, 1957 was a day of 
great rejoicing for our friends in 
Malaya for on that day was born 
a new nation—Persekutuan Tanah 
Melayu. But even before Malaya 
was granted its independence, a 
new mission had been established 
to foster the spiritual needs of the 
Malay speaking population, of this 
new nation. The Sidang Advent 
Mission, with R. A. Pohan as its 
first president, has already accepted 
the challenge of bringing Christ 
to the over five million Malay 
speaking people in this territory. 

Under the able energetic leader-
ship of H. W. Peterson, our publish-
ing work during this biennial per-
iod has made outstanding progress. 
We thank God for the twenty-eight 
loyal colporteurs and the mission 
publishing secretaries who have 
made such a worthy contribution 
in the carrying out of Christ's corn-
mision to His church. Tomorrow 
evening Elder Peterson will tell 
us in detail, of the wonderful pro-
gress that has been made. Those 
of you who have been attending the 
Publishing Council know that the 
future looks bright indeed. 

What would we ever do without 
our Voice of Prophecy Bible Cor-
respondence School? Many of our 
young workers in this Union have 
found Christ through this medium 
of spreading the everlasting gospel. 
This should be a challenge to us as 
workers, to take the fullest advan-
tage of this wonderful means ordain-
ed of God for the playing of a most 
important role in the finishing of 
His work. Two young Malays, for-
merly Muslims, are in the school 
tonight as a direct result of our 
Malay Voice of Prophecy work. The 
harvest of souls from this medium 
of evangelism would be far greater 
if we workers availed ourselves 
more fully of this soul-winning 
agency. 

Our statistical report shows real 
advancement all along the line. 
This is especially true of the year 
1957. Our baptismal reports are 
not all in, but the will be the first 
time that this Union will have had 
mere than five hundred baptisms 
in one year. Our tithes and offer- 
ings, church and Sabbath school 
membership, all show an encourag-
ing growth. 

The challenge of 1958 lies before 

us. We are grateful for what has 
been accomplished, but we are not 
satisfied. We feel a tremendous 
need for the presence of God's 
spirit in these meetings. We must 
have it, or these meetings will have 
been in vain. Human planning 
can only end in failure. Divine 
plans will never fail. For this 
reason, our Union Committee voted 
the following: "To call upon all 
our people throughout this Union, 
to observe Sabbath, January 18, 
1958 as a day of fasting and prayer, 
joining with delegates who will be 
assembled at the Biennial Session 
in Singapore, seeking Gcd for a 
fresh outpouring of His Holy Spirit, 
a more effective preparation to ac-
complish the task which still re-
mains unfinished, and a greater 
manifestion of divine power in the 
salvation of souls in these closing 
days of opportunity." We trust that 
every delegate will enter whole-
heartedly into the spirit of this 
action. There is still so very much 
that God is waiting for us to ac-
complish for Him. In the country 
of Brunei, there is not a single 
Seventh-day Adventist worker. This 
is the last unentered country in 
our Union. We trust that this 
picture will be changed e'er the 
opening of another Biennial Ses-
sion. There are many tribes right 
here in the Malaya Mission who 
have never heard the message of 
salvation. The same is true in 
every one of our local missions. 
Before the final chapter of history 
can be written, this message must 
find its way into every tribal area. 
God is counting on us to see that 
this task is accomplished. Our 
Master does not ask the impossible. 
He expects our faith to match the 
challenge before us, as we set our 
goals and lay our plans for this 
year and the year to come. May 
the faith of Jesus be found in the 
heart of every delegate here, and 
every believer throughout our 
great field, so that every effort put 
forth, every dollar spent will bring 
us nearer the triumphant fulfillm-
ent of our great objective—scul-
winning. 

Report of Tenth Biennial 
Session Southeast Asia 

Union 
ROGER ALTMAN, Secretary 

At 7:35 on the evening of Mon-
day, January 14, Pastor H Carl 
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Currie, President of the Southeast 
Asia Union Mission, called the 
Tenth Biennial Session to order 
and welcomed those in attendance. 
The entire company joined heartily 
in singing "Come Thou Almighty 
King." Pastor A. L. Ham, Vice 
President of the General Confer-
ence, offered an earnest prayer for 
God's presence and guidance. 

Niney-five delegates were present, 
as well as the wives and children 
of a number of our workers who 
were able to come in from the field 
and associate with us during the 
meeting. Meals were served to all 
delegates and their families in the 
school dining room under the 
efficient direction of Mrs. Daniel 
Tan. This arrangement gave splen-
did opportunity for fellowship and 
friendly visiting. 

In addition to A. L. Ham, there 
was present from the General 
Conference, W. P. Bradley, Associ-
ate Secretary, F. A. Mote, C. P. 
Sorenson, H. J. Perkins. C. E. Ran-
dolp and others who represented 
the Far Eastern Division. There 
were delegates in attendance from 
each of the missions and from all 
our institutions except the Bhuket 
and Ubol Clinics. 

The meetings took the usual 
course, with standing committees 
on Nominations, Plans, Finance, 
Budget, Distribution of Labor and 
Credentials and Licenses. The daily 
program was carefully adheared to. 
A devotional study came each 
morning at 8 o'clock followed by 
prayer bands. Delegates attended 
faithfully and gave careful atten-
tion to the matters of business 
presented. General Conference and 
Division representatives gave good 
counsel. There were sufficient dif-
ferences of opinion to make it clear 
that denominational business is 
conducted in a spirit of Christian 
freedom. The actions taken were 
hortatory and legislative. Some 
which may be of particular interest 
are referred to below. 

1. The 1958 year-end meetings of 
the union committee and the boards 
of directors of institutions will 
take place in Bangkok December 
12-22 at the hospital. The Far 
Eastern Division also plans to hold 
the annual meeting there and in 
addition, there is to be a medical 
ccuncil. It is expected that the 
new dormitory for nurses will be 
completed-in time to provide accom-
modations for the visitors who will  

be in Bangkok for these important 
gatherings. 

2. The institution so long known 
as The Malayan Union Seminary is 
known by that name no more. The 
new name is Southeast Asia Union 
College. 

3. The report of the Nominating 
Committee, unanimously adopted, 
inlcluded a few changes. Pastor 
S. J. Lee recently returned from 
China was recommended for Union 
auditor. He has already entered 
upon his duties. He will also serve 
as Treasurer of the Malaya Mission 
but will live in Singapore. Depart-
mental Secretaries are as follows: 
Educational, P. G. Miller; Home 
Missionary and Sabbath School, 
V. E. Kelstrom; Medical. G. H. 
Coffin; Ministerial and Public Re-
lations, Daniel Guild; Publishing, 
H. W. Peterson; Associate Pub-
lishing, Y. H. Phang; Radio and 
Bible Correspondence School, H. W. 
Peterson; Religious Liberty, H. C. 
Currie; Missionary Volunteer and 
Temperance, James Wong. R. P. 
Abel was asked to serve as Chair-
man of the Thailand Mission Com-
mittee following the departure of 
R. M. Milne on furlough. 

4. The Haad Yai Mission Hos-
pital, which has been developing 
steadily since its beginning was 
made a separate union institution, 
no longer under the protectorate 
of the Bangkok Sanitarium and 
Hospital. The Ubol Mission Clinic 
will become a Thailand Mission 
institution rather than a branch 
of the parent institution in Bang-
kok, if the recommendation to that 
effect is approved by the mission 
during its annual meeting. 

5. Suitable recommendations were 
carefully studied and heartily voted, 
which will bring added strength 
and efficiency to the several depart-
ments of our work, particularly 
the Home Missionary, Voice of 
Prophecy, Sabbath School, Publish-
ing, Missionary Volunteer and 
Medical. The question of gover-
ment grants to schools was care-
fully discussed and it was agreed 
it disapprove in principle the policy 
of receiving such financial aid and 
to plan progressively to free our 
selves from these grants by Decem-
ber 31, 1962. 

6. The report of the Budget Com-
mittee was received with the keen 
interest which its importance de-
mands. Increased appropriations 
from the Division made it possible  

to provide for a few of the most 
urgent special needs including help 
for the building program of the 
Vietnam training school. The wage 
factors for the several fields were 
increased somewhat, providing a 
general raise of modest proportions 
which will not come amiss. 

The Session adjourned at a rat-
her late hour Monday January 20. 
The next three day were occupied 
with meetings of institutional 
boards and the Union Executive 
Committee. The delegates return-
ed to their fields somewhat weary 
of committee meetings, no doubt, 
but rejoicing in the privilege of a 
further period of service in the 
cause to which we have all dedicat-
ed our lives. 

In this brief report we have said 
nothing about the evening sessions 
which were devoted to the stories 
of progress from the fields and in-
stitutions represented. Steady ad-
vancement was the keynote of each 
report with gratitude to God for 
His never failing providence. 

mrwrirrirrrourrm 
THAILAND MISSION 

President 	 R. M. Milne 
Sec. Treasurer 	 S. T. Soh 
Postal Address, 493 Lan Luang Rd., 

Bangkok, Thailand 

A New Light in Northern 
Thailand 

D. KENNETH SMITH 

The patient labors of a consecrat-
ed blind man, working under the 
blessing of the Spirit of God have 
resulted in the baptism of seven 
new believers and the opening up 
of work in a new district of north-
ern Thailand. 

Many readers of the Messenger 
are familiar with the story of 
Charoon, the blind man of Chieng-
mei, 500 miles north of Bangkok. 
Formerly a Buddhist priest, later 
converted to Christianity, he be-
came convinced of the Sabbath and 
talked it wherever he went, before 
he had ever heard of Seventh-day 
Adventists. 

Finally being brought into con-
tact with our people, he readily 
accepted the full message and was 
baptized by Pastor E. B. Smith. 
With a great desire in his heart 
to share his faith with others, he 
contiuned his barefoot itinerating 
from village to village, teaching 
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Seven in the picture are baptismal candidates baptized by Elder D. K. 
Smith. The blind layman stands at extreme right with umbrella. 
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all who would listen to the truths 
• of God's Word. 

In the village of Amphur Prow. 
71 miles north of Chiengmei, he 
found some sincere seekers for 
truth. After nearly a year of stud-
ies he had seven ready for baptism, 
three fine couples and a young 
man. One of the native workers 
from Chiengmei, Chalow Artpa-
dung, spent two weeks with the 
interested ones, hclding public 
meetings each evening and leading 
out in the building of a simple 
chapel. 

Sabbath afternoon, December 28, 
the writer officiated at a baptismal 
service in a nearby river for these 
seven new believers. And so the 
message has made a beginning in 
yet another section cf the harvest 
field. But there is much yet to 
do in this village and in the many 
other cities and villages of Thailand 
where the truth has never been 
proclaimed. 

How wonderfully God blesses 
when we consecrate our talents to 
His service. Are we, with two 
good eyes and the many other 
talents with which God has en-
trusted us, being used as fully as 
God would like to use us, if only 
we put God's work first in our 
lives? 

Please pray for these new be- 
lievers. They have experienced 
much opposition frcm the elder and 
members of the church they for-
merly attended, but their faith is 
strong and they want to help carry 
the message far and near. Please 
pray also for the work here in 
(northern Thailand and through-
out this field. 

TWITNIFIrrrOVITIMMIr 

MISSION STATION 
Director 	  R. E. Neall 

c/o Far Eastern Trading 
15 Vithei Oknah Ouk Loun 

Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
.............. 

NOTE: Below is a letter from 
Mrs. R. E. Neall written to Elder 
and Mrs. H. C. Currie and others 
which we are sharing with our 
Mdssenger family. We are sure 
the conditions under which the 
Nealls are living and working, so 
graphically told, will be of great 
interest to our readers. Editors. 

c/o Far East Trading 
15 Vithei Oknha Ouk Loun 

Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
November 4, 1957. 

Dear Elder and Mrs. Currie: 

Today I was up in time to see 
the stars from the roof top. Peter 
got his inspiration from the roof, 
and that's where I get mine. At 
5 a. m. Orion was magnificent. The 
Big Dipper was standing up on its 
handle pointing down to the North 
Star, 12 degrees above the horizon 
— lower than I'm used to seeing 
it. 

Gradually the light began to 
dawn from the east, where the 
Ton Le sap and Makong rivers join. 
I could see in the distance a row 
of thatched huts on the far shore, 
and a line of house boats in the 
water. Already some funny little 
boats were going down the river 
with men standing up paddling 
at each end. Little islands of grass 
ficated rapidly down with the tide. 
The roosters announced the coming 
of dawn, only they say cock-c-
doodle-doo in Combodian. (You 
remerber the city lady who called 
a psychiatrist because she kept 
hearing roosters crowing? So do 
I.) 

Already the bread man was 
walking through the streets singing 
"Ncompang, noompang." (M o r e 
about bread later.) The man on 
the opposite roof woke up, stretched 
himself, and began doing his exer-
cises to the tune of a half-cracked 
record. A little boy on another 
roof was studying for school. Three  

cats were chasing each other over 
the tiles. Over the antlered roof 
of the king's palace (visible through 
the trees) a bright red cloud was 
adding to its glory. 

In those surroundings I brought 
out my Bible and Acts of the Apost-
les and had a real spiritual feast 
that gave me strength for the 
rigors of the day. And it was a 
rigorous day. I can still hear 
Mother saying, "Poor Kids, poor 
kids," as she watched us struggling 
to pack our stuff — and now we 
are struggling to unpack it. Frust-
rations are mounting because we 
have no cupboards, closets, or 
dressers to put things in. Every-
where there are boxes and boxes. 
Every so often we excavate a path 
through which to walk, and it takes 
a real archaeologist to unearth our 
beds at night. "Poor kids, poor 
kids!" 

But I am getting ahead of my 
story. We have a house to live 
in and our stuff has come! We 
looked at a big barn of a place for 
15,000 riels which we figured would 
hold us, the new Chinese pastor 
and his wife, the chapel with 
Brother Tran Tran and his wife 
and seven children, and maybe 
Brother Chhouun and his brood. 
But that wasn't the place we decid-
ed on. 

The day our shipment was to be 
moved in we decided to make an 
urgent effort to locate a place of 
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our own so we wouldn't have to 
clutter up the Lings' place and also 
move our stuff twice. We went out 
with Dame Ranova, an exotic woman 
who professes to be a friend of the 
King, which may or may not be, 
although when we visited her home 
we saw that she was friendly with 
an otter, monkey, and thirteen cats. 
She speaks English and French, 
and no one knows exactly where 
she comes from. She showed us a 
two-story house with a court around 
it which actually had a recognizable 
kitchen and bathroom on each 
floor, and fairly well-planned rooms. 
The floors were tiled and the owner 
was remodeling and redecorating. 
She thought one floor would rent 
for 10,000 riels plus extra for fixing 
it up. Later she said, "Do you 
want to bribe me to get the rent 
down for you? I know the owner. 
The time to talk business with him 
is at night, over the whisky bottle. 
I'll get him way down." We weren't 
too enthusiastic. 

When we arrived home, Mrs. 
Ling wanted to know how we had 
farad. We told her there was 
nothing. Then she got a bright 
idea, for which we are grateful 
The essence of it was that she 
would move her dining room out 
of our bedroom and let us have the 
whole room (16 by 36) plus the 
room on the top floor for a kitchen, 
with the roof for hanging out clothes 
and meditating. We were thrilled. 
Really, every time we have been 
house-hunting, we are delighted to 
come here. 

Soon a gang of coolies was at the 
house struggling over enormous 
crates. Ralph was energetically 
ripping them open and gloating 
over the contents. I thought I had 
become quite detached from this 
world with its material things; 
but I must confess that when I 
saw the refrigerator and stove and 
piano and egg-beater, I felt the 
pull of worldly possessions again. 
(About the egg-beater —, It's a 
new one with nylon gears that 
works like a charm. No more 
lumpy milk!) Of course it was a 
long time before all the parts were 
in the refrigerator and the trans-
former was hitched up, et., etc. etc. 
but when it actually worked and we 
could put things in it and have all 
the cold water we wanted, we felt 
like celebrating. The stove is still 
in sixteen pieces; but tomorrow the 
gas man will come and hitch it up.  

Ah Whay glows with pleasure 
and keeps murmuring, "Law-aw, 
law-aw." (Good, nice wonderful —
whatever you want it to mean.) 

Today was the historic day when 
we did a wash in the new Maytag. 
Ah Whay was so anxious to use the 
"masun" that she didn't get the 
breakfast dishes done until 10 
o'clock. The first thing I knew 
she was down there working it 
(with some help from Mrs. Ling's 
"boys" who had seen Ralph set it 
up the day before), ringing things 
out by hand and carrying them over 
to a tub of water in the middle of the 
floor. I made things a bit more 
convenient while Ralph and Mrs. 
Ling looked down from the third 
floor and some neighbors shouted 
over from a porch near by. Quite 
an event, I tell you — and it created 
an appropriate stir. 

Our beautiful piano stands with 
great dignity amidst the shambles 
of our civilization and inspires us 
make the rest of the room to cor-
respond with it. But the boxes 
and clutter mock at us. We have 
to design room dividers of book 
shelves and storage space and 
also design a whole kitchen; so 
our things will not be put away 
all at once. We are planning small 
units that can be moved and as-
sembled when we have a home 
built. 

There was quite a bit of breakage 
and damage to our stuff. The 
packers in Oswego didn't know 
much about overseas shipping and 
how stevedores specialize in drop-
ping crates, so many dishes and 
things were broken. The articles 
that the G. C. packed in New York 
came through in fine shape. They 
really knew how to pack. Picture 
if you can a two-quart jar of honey 
evenly distributed in a crate of 
pots and pans and newspaper 
wrappings, or spoiled peaches and 
pears and soggy black newspaper 
and broken glass. Eight pieces of 
good china were broken, some pyrex 
dishes, plastic canisters, etc., while 
many metal things were crushed. 
My handy-man hubby, however, has 
proved himself a real artisan in 
straightening things out. The in-
surance adjustor was over today. 

About the market and our food. 
All my salt shakers are obsolete; 
the salt we have here is soggy grey 
stuff which is wrapped up in news-
paper, tied with grass, and served 
with a spoon. Sugar is packaged  

the same way, but we boil it with 
water and use the syrup. (Sr. Ling 
assures me that germs can't live in 
salt.) When I went to buy bread 
at the bakery, a girl lifted a burlap 
bag from a big basket and took out 
three long loaves of white French 
bread, which she wrapped with 
newspaper and tied with grass. 
Some things come in big lily pads. 
There is a big market in the center 
of town, a large round affair where 
people come to sell their produce: 
baskets, materials, rice, vegetables, 
fruits, pots and pans, flowers —
everything your heart could desire. 
We are living off the fat of the 
land. At home we'd be having my 
canned applesauce, peaches, pears, 
etc, — here we have papayas 
oranges, bananas, coconuts, pine-
apples, lamuts, jackfruit, etc., Also 
plenty cf fresh vegetables. And 
prices are low. Think of all the 
money we could save at .home if 
all the fancy cellophane wrappings 
were dispened with and plain news-
paper used instead! 

THE END: TO TELOS: FINIS 
As ever, Bea Neall 

Seventeen Re-Claimed 
Souls 

V. E. KELSTROM, Sabbath School 
Secretary Union of Southeast Asia 

A few years ago a faithful Adven-
tist sister attended one of the many 
camp-meetings held in America. 
At one of the services an appeal 
was made to work for the missing 
members of the Sabbath School. 
The Lord spoke to this sister's 
heart and she promised the Lord 
that when she got back home she 
would do all that she could to re-
claim such members of her Sabbath 
School. 

When Camp-meeting was over 
she returned home. She remember-
ed her promise to the Lord. She 
immediately checked the records 
of her church to see how many 
were,  not attending Sabbath School 
as they once did. She discovered 
that there were thirty-two persons 
to re-claim. 

Prayerfully, faithfully she set 
out to find these thirty-two souls. 
She soon learned that six of the 
thirty-two had moved to distant 
cities leaving only twenty-six for 
whom to work. She found five 

- See -page 8 third column below 
please 
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MISSION STATION 
Director 	  R. C. Hall 

Namtha, Laos 
............................... 

Report From Laos 
R. C. HALL 

The kingdom of Laos lies in a 
remote section of Southeast Asia, 
a small country of about 2,000,000 
people a division of what used to 
be part of French Indo China. It 
lies north and east of Thailand 
and south of Yunan Province. 
China. North Vietnam, South Viet- 
nam and Cambodia form its eastern 
and southern borders and touches 
Burma at the Northwestern corner. 

The Third Angels message has 
never before found its way into 
this land, and our great world wide 
Advent movement has never sent 
a mission worker, foreign or nation-
al, inside its borders. As far as we 
know, not one S. D. A. member has 
ever lived in this kingdom. 

That is, until Oct. 10 1957 when 
my family and I, in response to a 
call from the Union of Southeast 
Asia, launched out in an adventure 
in this heretofore unentered land. 
The land has already been spied 
out and it was decided that we 
should begin our wcrk some where 
in the North. Other missions have 
a strong and growing work in many 
sections of Lacs. They have been 
working in this country for about 
35 years. In one small section they 
have over 5,000 members. It seems 
a pity that we should have waited 
until such a late date to enter a 
country that has not been forbidden 
us. Just think of the thousands of 
members we might have had and 
the many people that have never 
had an opportunity to hear the 
message because we have been so 
slow to enter this open door. But 
now is no time to lament the past; 
now is the time to work for the 
future. 

We traveled north to Luang Pra-
bang, the ancient capital where the 
king lives. This is a beautiful 
little town nestled between two 
rivers surrounded by high mount-
ains. Here we decided to stay until 
I could look at other possible places 
to locate. After about a week we 
decided that the Lord was leading 
us on to the little town of Namtha 
that Elder Currie and I had visited 
previously. This seemed to be the  

most centrally located in this 
Northern region. 

"Why go so far to such a remote 
place?" many have asked. "Why 
not settle in Luang Prabang where 
the living would be much easier?" 
This is my answer: Other missions 
have been laboring there for 
years and have many members. 
These people have had a chance to 
know Jesus and His love. We know 
they are not receiving the whole 
truth, but they are accepting 
Christ as their Saviour. Why should 
we begin working there when up 
in the Namtha region they have 
never heard of salvation through 
Jesus? Why not go to a people 
in complete darkness first and then 
when we grow and expand we can 
teach those other Christians the 
rest of the truth. 

It was with mixed feelings that 
we put our things in and boarded 
the small single engine plane to 
cross a few more ranges of mount-
ains to Namtha. We had firstly, a 
feeling of gratefulness that we were 
able to do the Lord's bidding and 
secondly a feeling of fear and uncer-
tainty of what lay before us—going 
in to live 20 miles from China and 
hemmed in on one side by North 
Vietnam with two of the northern 
provinces of Laos controlled by the 
Lao Communists and no contact 
with the outside except by this 
small plane that was based about 
250 air miles away. 

Namtha is a little town of about 
1,000 adults, surrounded by rice 
fields and villages, and these in turn 
surrounded by mountains. The 
mountains are dotted with small 
tribal villages. There are 12 races of 
people living in the nearby vicinity. 
Only two of them have a religion 
and that is Bhuddism. The others 
are spirit worshippers but seem to 
have a great desire to be freed from 
the evil spirits. 

When we reached Namtha we 
went to a house we had previously 
arranged for but found that it was 
not ready for us. We searched for 
several hours and finally located 
an empty grass hut with a mud 
floor. Here we stayed, sleeping an 
a bamboo platform and doing the 
best we could to prepare food with 
a kerosene burner using what 
utensils we had brought in a 
suitcase. After two and a half 
weeks we moved into a four room 
apartment over a Vietnamese res-
taurant. As it has a board floor 

f MOB EIt 7(7.1. d4COfih'c41c A 

Elder and Mrs. R. C. Hall and 
family Namtha, Laos 

it is much cleaner and more desir-
able. The children are healthier 
here also. 

There is no running water except 
the river a kilometer away. This 
is our bathroom, washroom and 
source of drinking water. The 
landlord promises to build a bath-
house, but this has been three 
months ago and we do not know 
how soon it will be a reality. This 
season is very cold and we eat 
breakfast with our heaviest over-
coats on and sleep under two or 
three blankets. Living costs are 
very high as little is prouduced 
locally and everything else must 
come in by air. 

We now have leased a small 
plot of ground and have contacted 
village men to cut lumber for a 
small house. We have cleared the 
land, dug a well and built an out-
house, both of which we do not 
have where we now live. There is 
also room on the land to build a 
small chapel. We hope to get 
money to build very soon. 

The people in this area are very 
friendly and they are continually 
coming to us asking to study and 
learn of our religion. As they have 
come I have told them that soon a 
Thai helper would come and we 
would start a Bible school. About 
50 young men have already asked 
me to write their names down and 
register them for our Bible school. 
The hope is that very soon after 
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our return this Bible school will 
be a reality. I hope by the end 
of this year there will be 8 or 10 
of these ycung people ready to go 
out into the villages to spread the 
Good News they will have learned 
and accepted. 

We have no helpers, we have no 
interpreter, no one in the whole 
prcvince of Namtha speaks English. 
We must use their language. I 
have had a few meetings and Bible 
studies with good crowds and very 
good interest. I pray that they are 
able to understand my dialect. 

The future looks very promising 
if cnly the threatenings of Com-
munism will be held back to give 
time for the proclamation of God's 
last message. 

There is also a good opportunity 
to help and influence* the people 
through the medical work. Many 
people are coming to us continually 
begging for us to help them physic-
ally. I tell them that I am not a 
dcctor but they do not seem to 
know what difference that makes. 
I am an American and that should 
be sufficient so they keep coming 
and asking. We have been able to 
help some of them but most of them 
have been turned away as we had 
no medicine for them. One of the 
first to come was a woman with a 
small boy on her back. His feet 
were covered with running sores. 
On her knees she pleaded that we 
help him, saying, the pain was great 
and he cried because he could not 
sleep. We certainly had pity cn 
the boy and looked over our small 
supply of medicnes we had brought 
along ourselves, but found nothing 
to heal this sort of thing. We had 
to send her away, but she came 
back the next day with faith that 
surely these Americans could help 
them. We decided to try soaking 
his feet in water in which iodine 
tablets had been dissolved. We had 
brought the tablets along to purify 
drinking water and vegetables. We 
gave her this and told her we would 
pray for his healing too. She came 
back the next day for more saying 
that his feet seemed better. For 
several days his feet did not seem 
to get much better but the trouble 
had stopped spreading, yet it did 
not seem enough. We gave her 
a bar of Ivory scap to wash his feet 
with and also bought some penicil-
lin tablets we found in one shop 
with instructions to eat three a 
day,. In about three days she  

brought the boy back. His feet 
had healed nicely. They were still 
very tender and a bit sore, but 
she was so thankful to us. We 
told her not to thank us, but to 
thank the true God in heaven for 
we had prayed that He would heal 
the boy's feet. She brought little 
thank yous in the form of a boiled 
egg, sugar cane, a pomelo and other 
little things. 

In closing this report I solicit 
the prayers and support of every-
one in every way possible that we 
may have the courage to follow 
the leading of God's Spirit, that He 
may give us the wisdom to know 
how to begin this work. 

Why do we not go to an easier 
place to labor? Why are we there? 
Jesus said, "Unto all the world," 
"To every nation!" "To every kin-
dred tongue and people." 

April 5 Home 
Visitation Day 

V. E. KELSTROM, Home Missionary 
Secretary S. D. A. Union of 

Southeast Asia 

April 5 has been designated as 
"Home Visitation Day" throughout 
the Union of Southeast Asia. On 
this Sabbath God's people through-
out this vast territory will unite 
their prayers and their efforts in 
a mighty evangelistic endeavor. 
On this one day they will visit 
thousands of homes. If, as expect-
ed, every Seventh-day Adventist 
joins in this soul winning crusade 
many thousands of souls will be 
contacted for Christ. 

Home visitation is based upon 
the example of Christ. It follows 
the pattern of the early Christian 
Church. It is a method that has 
always borne fruit. It is a plan 
that is as practical and workable 
today as it was when used by 
Christ and the Apostles. 

"Christ's method alone will give 
true success in reaching the peo-
ple." 

"Our Saviour went from house to 
house." "Wherever a church is 
established, all members should 
engage actively in missionary work. 
They should visit every family in 
the neighborhood, and know their 
spiritual condition." "House-to-
house labor, searching for souls, 
hunting for the lost sheep, is the 
most essential work that can be 
done." Mrs. E. G. White Letter 
137, 1898. 

This calls for "all the members" 
to engage in this wcrk. This is a 
work that everyone of us can do. 
It is a work that everyone of us 
should do. It is a work that will 
bring great joy and rich blessings 
to us as we do it. 

As you go out on April 5 remem-
ber that Christ is with you. He 
will give ycu words to speak. As 
you enter each home remember 
that you are an ambassador for 
Christ, His personal representative. 
As you visit with each individual 
the Holy Spirit will take your 
words to each heart with power 
and conviction. When you talk 
to the people invite them to your 
church services, your Sabbath 
School, your Young People's meet-
ings. Ask them if you could bring 
them some literature each week. 
Tell them about the Voice of 
Prophecy Bible School. Offer to 
come every week and study the 
Bible with them. You will be 
pleased with their response. You 
will be surprized at the results. 

"Accompanied by the power of 
persuasion, the power of prayer, 
the power of the love of God, this 
work will not, can not, be without 
fruit." Ministry of Healing, pp. 143, 
144. 

Let us launch an all out crusade 
fcr souls on April 5. Let us make this 
day a 100 per cent participation day 
in every church. Decide now to de-
dicate your time on April 5 to 
Home Visitation. And let us pray 
that Apirl 5 will truly be a great 
day for God throughout this Union. 

of the twenty-six were employed 
on the Sabbath and even contem-
plating a complete break with the 
church. The other twenty-one were 
discouraged. They had lost interest 
but desired to retain their church 
membership. Others were bitter 
feeling they had been wronged or 
mis-treated. Some had just lost 
interest or found it too difficult to 
get the family ready in time for 
Sabbath School. These were the 
reascns given for staying away 
from Sabbath services. None of 
these missing members had been 
visited by a pastor or another 
church member for over five months. 
There were ethers who had not 
been contacted for over a year. 
They felt the church had lost in-
terest in their welfare and were 
surprised to learn their absence had 
See page 10, first column, please 



Samuel Wan to Lassie Kok Kwai 
Fah in Singapore Dec. 8, 1957.-
- Pastor L. C. Wilcox officiated. 
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The marriage of Trinh Linh Hy 
to Yap Ying Choong—Kuala Lum-
pur—Dec. 29, 1957. Pastor Y. H. 

Phang officiated. 

Pined «r }fold Matrimony 

Tang Lup Thong to Esther chew in 
Singwre—Feb. 9, 1958. Pastor H. 

W. Peterson officiated. 
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Wang Tu Minh to Ho Yueh Yuen in 
Singapore Jan. 26, 1958. Pastor H. 

Carl Currie officiated. 
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Wu Seng Tek to Kang Siau Khing 
in Singapore—Feb. 2, 1958. Pastor 

H. Carl Currie officiated. 	- 
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been noticed. This faithful sister 
worked for these souls with the 
same determined effort as that 
manifested by the man who went 
out to find the one lost sheep. She 
prayed for them. She prayed with 
them. She called on them again 
and and again always inviting them 
to come back to Sabbath School. 

Three months from the day that 
this devoted woman made her 
decision to work for these absent 
ones she reported these results: 
Seventeen of the twenty-six were 
again attending both Sabbath 
School and church services re-
gularly. Three of the seventeen were 
among those who had been work-
ing on the Sabbath, and two of 
the three had requested rebaptism. 

Are there missing members from 
your Sabbath School? Are we do-
ing all we can to re-claim these 
souls? Missing members are not 
the responsibility of just the pastor, 
or the Sabbath School superinten-
dent. They should be the concern 
of every church member. The pas- 

tor, the Sabbath School superinten-
dent, and all the Sabbath School 
members should unite their efforts 
in re-claiming them. If you think 
of someone who is not attending 
your Sabbath School, as formerly, 
ask God, now, to use you in re-
claiming that soul. 

News Notes 
• We are indeed very sorry to re-
port that Joyce Paut a nurse in the 
Youngberg Memorial Hospital, has 
been very ill. However word has 
reached us that she is recovering 
though slowly. She needs our 
prayers. 

• Miss Ruth Chew and Miss Kow-
salia left Singapore by boat for 
Australia December, 29, 1957. They 
have entered the Australian Mis-
sionary College where they are 
studying for the teaching pro-
fession. Our best wishes go with 
them as they prepare for the work 
of the Master in their chosen field. 
• Elder A. L. Ham, vice president 
of the General Conference, visited 
on the Union compound for a few 
days after his return to Singapore 
from Indonesia where he attended 
the Indonesian Union meetings. 

• Elder W. P. Bradley, Secretary 
of the General Conference, attended 
the recent Biennial Session of the 
Southeast Asia Union. He also 
attended the Grand Opening and 
Dedication of the New Wing of 
the Penang Sanitarium and Hos-
pital. It was a pleasure to have 
both these General Conference 
brethren with us. 

• Doctor E. Heppenstall, Professor 
of Systematic Theology of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Theological 
Seminary in Washington, D. C. 
spent a few days on the Union 
compound after his return from 
Australia. He fell in love with 
Singapore and thought it a most 
interesting city in which to live. 

• Miss Helen Chue, instructor in 
the Chinese section of the Voice 
of Prophecy is taking her three 
months' furlough in Hong Kong 
with relatives and friends in that 
city. Mrs. Yap Ying Choon (for-
merly Trinh Linh Hy) is carrying 
on the work in Miss Chue's abs-
ence. 

Workers in the Voice of Pro-
phecy were happy to welcome 
Brother Hutabarat back after his 
vacation part of which was spent 
in North Sumatra with his family. 

Literature Evangelists 
H. W. PETERSON 
Publishing Secretary 
Southeast Asia Union 

MISSION OF MALAYA 

COLPORTEUR HOURS AMOUNT 

P. C. Dominic 227 $ 870.30 
G. C. Urn 	149 	414.50 
Y. P. Fung 	136 	780.75 
E. H. Wu 	132 1,354.00 
T. P. Khor 	108 	586.10 
Yap Ming 	86 	175.90 
F. K. Wong 	83 	.180.10 
Wong Seong 42 	273.10 

Y. Y. Wong 	2 1 	212.10 

Mrs. K. S. Chin — 	150.60 

K. 0. Tan 	 142.80 
F. L. Wong 	— 	261.00 
Miscellaneous — 494.00 
T. K. Chong 	— 	1,100.00 

13 Colps. 	984 $ 3,855.25 

STUDENTS 

T. Y. Yee 	— $ 186.00 
T. M. Siow 	 143.60 
E. Sinaga 	 117.00 
1)ulcie Poey 	170.00 
P. H. Lim 	 93.00 

Randolph 
	

2.40 

Kitty Tan 	 103.60 

7 Colporteurs 	— $ 815.60 

B. B. S. MISSION (STUDENTS) 

Madeline Kwok 54 $ 1,909.50 

K. S. Chong 
Jimmy Yong 169 1,898.20 

3 Colporteures 223 $ 3,807.70 

VIETNAM MISSION 

Nguyen Duc 
	 302 Ps. 25,690.06 

Pham So 
	 192 	16,000.00 

Vo-Tin 

Lam K. Tuyen 
Truong Nga 

Do Binh 
Pham Cuu 
Phu D. Tai 

	
184 
— 

 

— 

 

96 

	

96 	

1,4, 

I 	

98,424305..1: 

80:087247604...000000  

3,000.00 

	

165 	6,670.00 Huynh T. Nhon 
- 3,622.00 Nguyen H. Thuong 
- 7,560.00 Training School 

1,220.00 Cash Sale 

to Colporteurs 	1,164 Ps. 115,077.00 

THAILAND MISSION 

COLTORTEUR 
	

HOURS AMOUNT 

Yung Yong 	 76 $ 1,712.00 

Office 	 — 	6o.00 
Misc., Sales 	 — 3,847.20 

1 Colporteur 	 76 $ 5,619.20 

Y.. H. PRANG 	 

H. CARL CURRIE 
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