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Purity and Readiness
A.V. Olson

The end of all things earthly is near at hand. Soon the long night of sin
will be ended. Soon the glorious morning of our deliverance will dawn. And soon, if
faithful, we shall stand with the redeemed around the great white throne. Then the
trials and sorrows of earth will be no more. They will have vanished forever, and
eternal joy and gladness will fill every heart forevermore.

What a glorious hope! What a blessed hope! How it bouys us up amidst the
darkness and gloom of these last days! It thrills our very souls and fills our mouths
with joyful praise.

We know that before the realization of this blessed hope we must pass
through the stress and storm of the last days. “The time of trouble such as never was’
is just before us. Satan is marshalling his host for the last great battle. Terrible will
be the struggle, but the true child of God has nothing to fear. The one who is for us
is greater than the one who is against us. Our Captain has never lost a battle. He
is well able to lead us safely throughthe conflict and to present us with all the redeemed
before His Father’s throne. .

But if we wish to be among that happy ransomed throng, then we must
lay aside every kmown sin now. Says the apostle: “Every man that hath this hopein
him purifieth himself even as He is pure”. No one canenter into the kingdom of God whose
garments are defiled by sin. Only those who have on the spotless white robes of
Christ’s righteousness will pass through the pearly gates.

Now is the day of preparation. The door of probation is still open, Christ
our High Priest is still in the heavenly sanctuary. His voice is still pleading for us.
Therefore today while mercy lingers, lef us confess and forsake every sin. Let us plead
with God for grace and strength to overcome every temptation and every weakness
and to be kept pure and undefiled until the day of His appearing. If we are conscious
of having wronged some one, be it a member of our family, a member of the church
or an individual in the world, let us confess our wrong and seek to make it right.
- Let nothing be permitted to stand between us and our God, or between us and our :
}‘{; fellow men. Every day we must make sure that our case is clear before God. Tomor- 3§
= row may be too late. :

It is also high fime that we win our loved ones, our friends and our neigh-
bors for the Lord. Soon it will be too late. Soon Jesus will lay off His priestly gar- .
ments and leave the sancfuary. Then the door of mercy will be closed forever. Then the
Spirit of God will no more appeal to sinners to turn and be saved. Then there will
be no more pardon for sin. “Therefore” said Jesus, “be ye also ready: for in such
an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.” And again, “Watch therefore; for
ye know not what hour your Lord doth come”.
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Gospel Light in African Darkness

Mrs. A. Saliée

he missionary laboring day by day among

the natives, soon discovers not only the de-
fects of his black brethren, but also his own
imperfections. He soon finds out that he needs
the patience of job and the wisdom of Solomon
in order to deal fatherly and prudently with
these degenerated people. While by nature the
black man is lazy and covetous, yet at the same
time he is a very keen observer. He watches
carefully the white man’s actions, trying to dis-
cern the weak points in his character. Great
numbers will come with outstretched arms and
welcome the missionary, making him believe
that they are ready to accept the blessed mes-
sage he brings. But many of them come only
for the bread and the fishes as in the time of
the Lord.

Because they have been stooped in heathen
darkness for centuries, it is no wonder that it
is difficult to enlighten their darkened minds and
to awaken their slumbering consciences. Only
the Spirit of God is able to illuminate their un-
derstanding and create a real desire in them
to become children of God.

A native, who regularly attended the meet-
ings, once expressed himself in this way: I feel
thirsty for the word of God.” As a result of this
thirst his heart was changed. By the help of
God he has conquered the temptation of strong
drink and has abandoned his former immoral
practices. He is now disgusted with his former
life, and .for two years he has lived up to his
confession as a real Christian and is ready for
baptism. Several others have made a similar ex-
perience. So we are thankful to God for the re-
sults already seen.

The best testimony to the power of the Bible
is that borne by men who formerly were bound
in the fetters of Satan, but who are now free
and happy in the Lord. This change we witness
in the lives of drunkards, medicine men and
others who have been under the influence of
the power of the devil.

“How is it,” said some village people to a
former drunkard, “that such a change has come
about in your life? Before you were considered
the worst man in our village, everyone being
afraid of you, and now you are quite trans-
formed, being kind to everybody.” “Ah,” the
native answered, “it is the word of God which
has changed my heart.” (

When we first arrived here, the natives
would come not only begging for presents, but
stealing was a common thing among them and
became very annoying to us. But little by little the
beggars learned that they got nothing from us un-

less working for it. Now they very seldom ask
for anything except when they deserve a re-
ward for a special service. Stealing has also
ceased.

One of the customs here is that each tribe
annually makes a feast usually at the beginning
of the year. On such occasions eating, drinking
and dancing is carried to such an excess that
those participating completely lose their senses.

This year, however, we noticed a great
change in their old habits of feasting. Instead
of coming to beg for presents as formerly, they
now came from our neighbor village inviting
us to come and attend their feast. We wondered
what had taken place, as we never used to be
invited to partake in their heathen habits and
practices. We accepted the invitation, however,
and went to the place of festival.

On arriving we were delighted to hear our
church hymns being sung. As we approached,
what a surprise we had! A big spuare hadbeen
enclosed with high poles, and garlands were
stretched from one pole to the other. A trium-
phal arch made of palm branches had been
erected for us to pass under, and in the yard
roof-like covers had been made of branches and
leaves decorated with flowers, under which
several small tables were nicely arranged.
Around the tables people were sitting, eagerly
listening to our Sabbath school teachers who
had been invited to entertain and instruct those
assembled. They were reviewing the lessons for
the entire quarter.

After the Sabbath school exerciseshad been
finished with prayer, time was given to the
missionary to speak. Thus their day of festival
was spent in singing, preaching and praying.

At night they had a meal together. Each
family had brought something: chickens, goats,
bananas, manioc, fruit etc. But no strong
drinks were served, and in due time the people
retired peacefully to their huts. What a change
from their usual heathen revelry!

We returned home thankful to God for what
we had seen and heard.

Progress in the Azores Islands

We are filled with gratitude to God for the
blessings we have received Since commencing
the work here inthe Azores. We have now been
here nine months and are glad to report that
some precious jewels have been found, and a
number of people are taking their stand for the
message we all love.
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We have just finished a series of public
meetings in our hall in the center of the city
of Ponta Delgada, and are glad to report that
we have organized a baptismal class of fifteen.
Of course this is not the result entirely of the
hall effort. Most of the members of the class
have become interested through the tracts we
have carried from door to door. May God bless
our literature work throughout the world. It is
the least expensive and the most effective me-
thod of winning souls in some places.

Our Sabbath school work is encouraging.
The members are studying their lessons daily
and we handed out eight Honor Cards for the
past quarter. I am also glad to report that right
after presenting a study on the tithing question
several came to us privately asking for the tithe
envelopes and are now faithfully paying their
tithe. There are even some among the tithe
payers who are not enrolled in the baptismal
class.

Remember us in your prayers. After we get
the work well organized here in the center of
the Azores, we are going to visit other islands
in this group.

E. P.Mansell.

The High Calling of the Gospel
Colporteur

The original of the word “Colporteur” im-
plies one who bears a burden. This is the
proper meaning of the name of the distributor
of God's saving message to His enemies
through the printed page. It is not a physical
burden such as carrying books from house to
house that makes the colporteur’s calling a high
and holy one; it is the burden of heart which
he bears for the souls of those to whom he
goes, that distinguishes him and his work as of
a high and sacred order. The colporteur is a
man of courage. He heeds this word of God,
“Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and
of good courage; be not afraid, neither be
thou dismayed: for the ILord thy Godis with
thee whithersoever thou goest.”

Thecommand of God to “go forward”given
to the children of Israel at the Red Sea inspires
him to go through Red Seas and Jordans of
difficulties, and to cross burning desertsin order
that men may receive the peace of the gospel
and the hope of eternal life. “How beautiful are
the feet ot them that preach the gospel of peace,
and bring glad tidings of good things.” These
words of God can be spoken only of those
carrying a great burden for the souls of men,

and who under that burden bring to them the
page that publishes the gospel of peace and
glad tidings of good things. The manifest de-
votion of our colporteurs, — ministers of the
grace of God, — is in itself an evidence of
their high calling. The spirit of sacrifice which
they show in leaving their homes and their
families for long periods, enduring, as they do,
hardships, reproach, and scorn is in itself an-
other indication of the purity and greatness
of their mission.

Only men of strong courage and noble
purpose will espouse an unpopular, even though
a great cause, when it calls for sacrifice on
their part. There can indeed be no higher call-
ing than the ministry of God’s love to man
whether proclaimed by the living preacher or
through the colporteur; it is a calling that
should appeal to every lover of his fellow men.
It enables man to bring to his fellow men God’s
comfort in sorrow, His strength in endeavor,
His purity, His righteousness, and in the end
everlasting life. No calling among men should
be considered higher than that of the gospel

colporteur. ) ]
Frederick Griggs.

The Protecting Hand of God

In a recent communication from L.D.Ignace,
our lone missionary on the Seychelles Islands,
we learn that a very severe and torrential rain-
storm has struck the islands some weeks ago. It
was the main island, Mahé, which suffered
the worst. Brother Ignace who was on his
way by boat to another island to do mission-
ary work, was obliged to return to Victoria,
on Mahé Island, as it was impossible to effect
a landing due to the terrific wind and the
heavy rains.

The downpour was so heavy that six and
a hailf inches of rain fell in just a few hours.
The rivers were flooded and there was a gener-
al inundation of the plateau. Houses were un-
dermined, roads flooded, palm trees uprooted
and carried into the sea together with fowls,
ducks, fruits and vegetables. Many people had
their copra entirely spoiled or carried into the
sea. The devastation was general. In his letter
Brother Ignace writes:

“After the waters had subsided a little I
went to our church compound, wondering what
I would find. T am glad to state that [ found
everything, even all the flower pots, in their
respective places. Not a single flower or plant
had been broken. This was very astonishing,
for at a distance of only five feet from our
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church compound there is a river that had over-
flowed and yet the waters had done no damage
toour church building or to the vegetation within
the compound.

“The next thing I did was to visit our church
members, as I rather concluded that some of
them had suffered severe losses. So I went out
to encourage and to comfort them. But to my
great surprise I found everybody cheerful and
happy. None of them had lost a single plant,
not even a single chicken. Surely we praise the
Lord for His wonderful protection,

* “Last week the deacon of our church and
1 visited our group of believers on Cerfs Island
where the storm had also raged. Here we found
too that our brethren had been wonderfully
protected, even though their nearest neighbors
had suffered very severe losses. One of our
brethren on that island stated that he had not
even lost a single piece of copra. When I wit-
nessed and heard this testimony I could not but
exclaim with the Psalmist and say: “ God is our
refuge and strength, and a very present help in
trouble. Therefore will not we fear though the
earth be removed and though the mountains be
carried into the midst of the sea; though the
waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the
mountains shake with the swelling thereof.
There is a river, the stream whereof shall make
glad the city of God, the holy place of the taber-
nacles of the Most High. God is in the midst
of her; She shall not be moved: God shall help
her, and that right early.” Ps.46: 1-5.

Steen Rasmussen.

Wedding Bells

A very pretty wedding was celebrated in Berne, Thurs-
day, October 10, four p. m. at the home of Elder and Mrs.
Steen Rasmussen, the bride’s uncle and aunt, when Miss
Louise Gwendolyn Olsen, oldest daughter of Professor and
Mrs.M. E. Olsen, of Takoma Park, Washington, D. C., was
united in marriage to Dr. Daniel Walther, only son of
Mrs. A. Walther-Bracher, and President of our denomi-
national training school and seminary at Collonges-sous-
Saleve, France. A large group of happy friends, relatives
and a delegation of students from the seminary attended
the ceremony at which Elders Rasmussen and Wall offi-

ciated. Appropriate musical selections were rendered by

members of the Division staff. Following a short reception,
the serving of light refreshments, and a pleasant hour
with the wedding party, the bridal pair left for a few days’
visit in the Bernese Alps before taking up their many
duties and responsibilities at the seminary. We join a
large circle of relatives and friends in wishing the happy
couple Heaven’'s richest blessings as they enter upon
the God-given pleasure of home-making, praying that
the sunshine of the Master’s love may always be theirs.
We feel confident that their lives will bring inspiration
and cheer in the wide sphere of their united influence
and service.

~¥

“God bless these hands united,
God bless these hearts made one,
Unswerved and unblighted
May they through life go on:
There in earth’s home preparing
For the bright home above:

And there forever sharing
Its joy, where ‘God is love!’ ”

S. R.

The Ministerial Reading Courses

The Ministerial Association of our Division has
recently made the following selection of Reading
Course books for the year 193536 in French and
German:

French Course

»Jésus-Christ, E. G. White.

»Histoire de la Réforme Frangaise,”
ler vol, J. Viénot.

+wA YEcole de la Prigre,’ A. Murray.

German Course

wZeugnisse fiir die Gemeinde,” 2. Bd. E. G. White.
ylsrael ein Wunder der Geschichte,” Jakob Kroeker.
wDass ich wire wie Er,” David Berl.

Complete information regarding the English
course has not yet been received from the Minister-
ial Association of the General Conference. As soon
as we are fully informed, a circular letter will be
sent to all English-reading workers in the Division
with a detailed description of the books, price, etc.

The same financial arrangements which ob-
tained last year in the securing of the books have
been renewed for the present courses.

We sincerely trust that all workers will decide
to take at least one of the courses. In other lan-
guages such as Italian, Spanish, Rumanian, Jugo-
slavian, etc., announcement for the respective courses
will be made in each union field.

CONTENTS

Purity and Readiness, A.V. Olson

Gospel Light in African Darkness, Mrs. A. Sallée

Progress in the Azores Islands, E. P. Mansell

The High Calling of the Gospel Colporteur,
Frederick Griggs

The Protecting Hand of God, S. R.

The Ministerial Reading Courses.
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e NEWS NOTES e

*

A few months ago, FEugene
Rey, of the North African Union,
came to Switzerland in search
of better health. We are pleased
to state that Brother Rey has
improved considerably and ex-
pects soon to return to his old
fielql of labor in Tlemcen, Al-
geria.

*

Albert Meyer and family who
have been in France on a few
months’ furlough, have again re-
turned to Oran, Algeria, to con-
tinue their work. We wish them
God’s richest blessing in the
great North African field where
they have spent so many years
in faithful toil.

*®

Arrangements have now been
perfected for the sailing of
Brother and Sister W. Ruf and
their two children from Mar-
seille, October 10, for the Mau-
ritius Mission. F. Augsburger, the
director of the Mauritius Mis-
sion, and our believers in that
far-away field are anxiously
looking forward to the arrival
of this new missionary family.

*

Prospects indicate that the en-
rollment in our three training
schoolsthisyear will be consider-
ably larger than during 1934
The Collonges school already
reports an attendance of 99,
which is about 25 more than
last vear at this time. The Ru-
manian and the Jugoslavian
schools which are opening dur-
ing October, also expecttohave
an increased enrollment.

*

A few weeks ago, 4. /. Girvou
together with his wife and son
arrived in Europe from Mauri-
tius, after having spent six years
in our island mission field of the
SouthIndian Ocean.After having
had a little time of rest, Brother
Girou willenter upon his new res-
sponsibilitiesinthe Iberian Union
during the month of November,

*

Z.Yérétzian and family arrived
in Bordeaux, France, from Cam-
eroon the early part of Septem-
ber on their second furlough.

We are happy to welcome them
back for a short period of rest.
Brother Yérétzian will probab-
ly wvisit a number of churches
in France during the fall and
the winter months, recounting
the providences of God in the
great field of Equatorial Africa.

*

According to present plans,
the Division Winter Council will
be held in the city of Zagreb,
Jugoslavia, December 10 —17.
We are hoping to have a repre-
sentative from the General Con-
ference attend this important
gathering. A new mission build-
ing and chapel has been con-
structed during the summer in
Zagreb. Thus we shall have the
opportunity to hold the Council
in our own building.

%

A. D. Gomes, superintendent of
the Portuguese Mission, sends
word that a new church school
with an enrollment of 45 pupils
has been started this fall in the
city of Lisbon. It is with real
pleasure that werecordthe open-
ing of this new training cen-
ter for our own children. In other
Earts of our Division plans are

eing laid for the establishment
of similar schools for our own

children.
2

Fromcorrespondencerecently
received from A4 F. Rapeso, the
leader of our work inthe Cape
Verde Islands, we gather the
encouraging news that on one
of his itinerating trips he came
in contact with about eighty
people who were observing the
Sabbath. The sowing of ourlitera-
ture throughout these islands
by a lay member and one of
our colporteurs of late years, is
seemingly bearing abundant
fruitage.

*

It gives us pleasure to an-
nounce that M. Fridlin and wife
who have accepted a call to the
Equatorial African Mission, will
leave for their new field of labor
November 13. The Franco-Bel-
gian Union and the East France
Conference are making a real
sacrifice in releasing Brother

and Sister Fridlin for work in
the African continent.

*

We are sorry to announce that
one of the workers in the Iber-
ian Union, Brother J. Minan
who came to Portugal several
years ago and has rendered
such splendid service in build-
ing up the colporteur work, is
leaving our Division, returning
to his former field of labor in
Brazil, South America. Brother
Minan has been connected with
the work in Spain the last couple
of years as evangelist. We wish
him and his family God’s richest
blessing as they go back to the
“Continent of Oppottunity.”

*

The youth’s congress held at
our training school at Collonges
during the latter part of July,
marked anew era, we believe,
along certain lines in the history
of the Missionary Volunteer
movement of our Division. There
were about 400 young people
present during most of the con-
gress. In fact on the’Sabbath the
attendance rose to over 700, in-
cluding our church members
generally. Representatives from
sixteen different nationalities
were present. A complete report
of this meeting has recently
been published in French in the
Revue Adventiste, and a similar
report will also appear in Ger-
man in the December number
of Advent-Echo.

*

The annual conference ses-
sions throughout the Division
have been unusually well attend-
ed this year. In fact in several
instances the attendance was
almost twice as large as the
year before. A profound spirit
of harmony and unity has pre-
vailed in the meetings it has
been our privilege to attend.
Both workers and believers
generally have anewplaced them-
selves unreservedly upon the
altar for the finishing of the
work. A real willingness to sacri-
fice for the work has mani-
fested itself in large offerings
for the work at home and in
foreign fields.



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

