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All day he had hopes of meeting an angel 
coming to bless and comfort him, or perhaps to 
revoke the command of God, but no messen-
ger of mercy appeared. Satan suggested that 
he must be deceived, for God had said, " Thou 
shalt not kill," and that it was not like God 
to require what he had forbidden. The sec-
ond long day comes to a close, another sleep-
less night is.spent in humiliation' and prayer, 
and the journey of the third day is commenced. 
Abraham lifts his eyes to the moun-
tains, and upon one he beholds the promised 
sign. He • looks earnestly, and lo, a bright 
cloud hovered over the top of Mount Moriah. 
Now he knows it is all a terrible certainty, 
and no delusion. 

He was yet a great distance from the 
mountain, but he removed the burden from 
the shoulders of his servants and bade them 
remain behind • while he placed the wood 
upon the shouders.  of his son, and himself 
took the knife and fire. Abraham braced 
himself for his sad work which he must per-
form. He did not murmur against God, for 
Isaac had been given to hini unexpectedly. 
He had received him with gratitude and 
great joy, and though he was the son of his 
age, the son of his love, he yet believed that 
the same power that gave him Isaac, could 
raise him again even from the ashes of the 
burnt sacrifice. He strengthens his soul by 
the evidences he has had of the goodness and 
faithfulness of God. Had not God, who 
had graciously given Isaac to him perfect 
right to recall the gift, and demand him back? 

Isaac had been a comfort, a sunbeam, a 
blessing to Abraham in his old age, and al-
though this gift of God seemed so precious, 
so dear to him, yet he was now commanded 
to give it back to God. The words of God's 
command showed that he fully realized the 
pain which Abraham must feel in obeying 
his requirement, " Take now thy son, thine 
only son Isaac, whom thoit lovest." Abra-
ham wanted no witnesses. It was enough 
that God could look on and not only see the 
full consecration of his darling Isaac, but 
read-  the heart and fully understand how se-
verely he felt the test. He wished no one 
but God to witness this parting scene between 
father and son. 

Abraham knew not how Isaac would re-
ceive the command of God. As they drew 
near the mountain, " Isaac spake to Abra-
ham, his father, and said, My father : and he 
said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Be-
hold the fire and the wood : but where is the 
lamb for a burnt offering ?" These endear-
ing words, " My Father," pierced his affec-
tionate heart, and again he thought, Oh ! 
that I, in my old age, might die instead of 
Isaac. Still reluctant to open before his son 
the true purpose of his errand, Abraham 
answered, " My son, God will provide him-
self a lamb for a burnt offering." 

Isaac assisted his Father in building the 
altar. Together they placed on the wood, 
and the last work preparatory to the sacri-
fice is done. With quivering lips and trem-
bling voice, Abraham revealed to his son the 
message that God had sent him. In obedi-
ence to God's command, he had taken the 
journey. Everything was ready. Isaac was 
the,  victim, the lamb to be slain. Had Isaac 
chosen to resist his father's command, he 
could have done so, for he was grown to man- 
hood ; but he had been so thoroughly instruct-
ed in the knowledge of God that he had per-
fect faith in his promises and requirements. 

Abraham assured his son that his affection 
for him was not diminished, and that he 
would rather give his own life than to de-
prive him, of life. But God had chosen Isaac, 
and his requirement must be fulfilled to the 
letter. He told Isaac that God had miracu-
lously given him to his parents, and now he 
had required him again. He assured his son 
that God's promise, that " In Isaac shall thy 
seed be called," would be fulfilled ; that 
doubtless God would raise him to life again 
from the dead.. He told Isaac that he had 
hoped that the Messiah would spring from 
him. In this he was disappointcd, and then, 
that his darling son must die by his own 
hand, increased his grief a hundred-fold. 

Isaac at first heard the purpose of God 
with amazement amounting to terror. He 
considered the matter fully. He was the 
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ABRAHAM was directed of God to go up to 
Mount Moriah, and there offer up his son as 
a burnt offering. There the Lord tested Ab-
raham by a most fearful trial. In taking 
Hagar for his wife he showed distrust in the 
promises of God. If he had patiently waited 
for the promise to be fulfilled in God's own 
time and manner, and had not sought to 
make a providence himself, he would not 
have been subjected ,to this the closest test 
that was ever required of man. 

This command of God was calculated to 
stir his soul to its depths. He was one hun-
dred and twenty years old when this terrible 
and startling command came to him, in a vision 
of the night. He was to travel three days' 
journey, and would have ample time for re-
flection. Fifty years previous, at the divine 
command, he had left father and Mother, rel-
atives and friends, and had become a pilgrim 
and a stranger in a land not his own. He 
had obeyed the command of ,God to send 
away his son Ishmael to wander in the wil-
derness. His soul was bowed down with 
grief at this separation, and his faith was 
sorely tried, ,yet he submitted because God 
required it. 

But now a trial was before him which 
caused all his other afflictions to appear in-
significant. The words of the command were 
sufficient to harrow up his soul and give him 
the deepest pain. "Take now thy son, thine 
only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get 
thee into the land of Moriah ; and offer him 
there for a burnt offering upon one of the 
mountains which I will tell thee of." Over 
and over again did the burdened soul say, 
Oh ! my son, my son, would to God my life 
would be accepted in the place of thine; 
then should my light not go out in darkness. 
Abraham arose before day, and as he .looked 
up to the starry heavens, he called to mind 
the promise which God made to him fifty 
years before. ," Look now toward heaven, 
and tell the stars, if thou be able,to number 
them. And he said unto him, So shall thy 
seed be." And now the same voice had com-
manded him to slay this only son, through 
whom this promise was to be fulfilled. 

Abraham was tempted to believe that af-
ter all this might be a delusion. Stricken 
with grief, he bowed before God, and prayed 
as never before for a confirmation of this 
strange command, .for greater light if he 
must perform this terrible duty. He re-
membered the angels sent to tell him of God's 
purpose ,to destroy Sodom, and those - who 
'bore to him the promise that he should have 
this same son Isaac. He walked forth where 
he had several times met the heavenly mes-
sengers, hoping to meet them again and re-
ceive some special direction from them ; but 
he gained no light, darkness seemed to close 
about him, day was approaching, and he 
must, be on his journey before light. 

He first passed to the couch upon which 
Isaac slept in peaceful innocency; he was 
the joy of his heart, the comfort of his old 
age. , Abraham's - lips , quivered, lie turned 
quickly away, and looked upon the couch 
where Sarah was quietly sleeping. He knew 
that Isaac was her pride, that her heart was 
intwined with his. Should he awake Sarah, 
that she might look upon her son for the last 
time ? Should he tell her the requirement of 
God ? He knew that he himself had strength 
of faith, and confidence in God; he did not 
know the strength of Sarah's faith ; but he 
did know the strength of her love for Isaac. 

He passed from one sleeper to the other, 
undecided in regard to the wisest course to 
pursue. He finally awakened Isaac softly, 
informing him that he was commanded of 
God to offer sacrifice upon a distant moun-
tain, and that he must accompany him. He 
called his servants, and made every,necessary 
preparation for his long journey. If he could 
unburden his mind to Sarah, and they to-
gether bear the suffering and responsibility, 
it might bring him some relief; but he de-
cided that this would not do; for, her heart 
was bound up in her son, and she might hin-
der him. He went forth on his journey, 
with Satan by his side to suggest unbelief 
and impossibility. 

While walking by the side of Isaac, he could 
not engage in conversation as usual, for a 
deep sorrow was concealed in his own breast. 
The night approaches, the longeSt day Abra-
ham ever experienced has come to a close. 
He saw his loved son Isaac and the servants 
locked in slumber, but he could not sleep. 
He spent the night in prayer. He would 
pray, still hoping that some heavenly messen-
ger would appear to tell him that it is• enough, 
that he may return to Sarah, with Isaac un-
harmed. The stars seem to. shine forth more 
beautiful than ever before, reminding him of 
the promise, As the number of the stars, so 
shall thy seed be. 

No new light dawned upon the tortured 
soul of Abraham. A heavy pressure was 
upon. him, but he staggered not at the prom- 
ise. He' reasoned not that his posterity, which 
would be as the stars, must now come through 
Ishmael, for God had plainly, stated that 
through Isaac should the promise be fulfilled. 
Then again was that voice ringing in his 
ears,. " Take now thy son; thine only son 
Isaac, whom , thou lovest." That terrible 
command which would leave him childless 
can scarcely be realized. He rises ,early to 
continue his toilsome journey. Satan whis-
pers his doubts, but Abraham resists his sug-
gestions. 

child of a miracle. If God had accepted 
him as a worthy sacrifice, he would cheer-
fully submit. Life was dear, life was pre-
cious, but his Creator had specified him, 
Isaac, to be offered up as a sacrifice. He 
comforted his father, by assuring him that 
God, conferred honor upon him, in, accepting 
him as a sacrifice ; that in this requirement 
he saw not the wrath and displeasure of God, 
but special tokens that God loved him, in 
that he required him to be consecrated to 
himself in sacrifice. 

He encouraged the almost nerveless hands 
of his father to bind the cords which confined 
him to the altar. The last words of en-
dearing love were spoken by father and son, 
the last affectionate, filial, and parental tears 
were shed, the last embrace was given, and 
the father had pressed his beloved son to his 
aged breast for the last time. His hand is 
uplifted, grasping firmly the instrument of 
death, which was to take the life of Isaac, 
when suddenly his arm is stayed. "And 
the angel of the Lord called unto him out of 
heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham : and 
he said, Here am I. And he said, Lay not 
thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any-
thing unto him : for now I k'now that thou 
fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld 
thy son, thine only son from me. And Abra-
ham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and be-
hold behind him a ram caught in a thicket 
by his horns : and Abraham went and took 
the ram, and offered him up for a burnt of-
fering in the stead of his son. And Abra-
ham called the name of that, place Jehovah-
jireh : as it is said to this day, In the mount 
of the Lord it shall .be seen. And the angel 
of the Lord called unto Abraham out of 
heaven the second time, and said, By myself 
have I sworn, said. the Lord, for because 
thou bast done this thing, and hast not with-
held thy son, thine only son : that in blessing 
I. will bless thee, and in multiplying I will 
multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, 
and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; 
and thy seed shall possess the gate of his ene-
mies; and in thy seed shall all the. nations of 
the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed 
my voice." 

God estimated Abraham's obedience and 
unswerving faith, and gave him the name of 
" Father of the faithful." The example of 
Abraham is recorded in sacred history for 
the benefit of his believing children. This 
great act of faith teaches the lesson of im-
plicit confidence in God, perfect obedience to 
his requirements, and, a complete surrender 
to the divine will. In the' example of Abra-
ham we are taught that nothing we possess is 
precious to give to God. 

All that we have is the Lord's. Our 
money, our time, talents and ourselves, all 
belong to him. He has lent them to us, to 
test and prove us, and to develop what is in 
our hearts. If we selfishly claim as our own 
the favors God has graciously intrusted to us, 
we shall meet with great loss, for we rob 
God, and in robbing him, we rob ourselves 
of heavenly blessings, and the benediction 
Christ will give the faithful and obedient : 
" Well done, good and faithful servant, thou 
hast been faithful over a few things, I will 
make thee ruler over many things ; enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord." 

How many now who profess to be Christ-
ians would yield up to God their beloved 
•Isaac ? Our dearest treasure . belongs to God. 
A solemn duty rests upon Christian parents 
to so educate and mould the minds of their 
children that they will ever have a high re-
spect and exalted reverence for God and every-, 
thing sacred and holy. Such will feel that 
God's claims must first be regarded, that 
nothing is too precious to sacrifice for him. 
Such will, like Abraham, exemplify their faith 
by their works. 

How many now who prbfess to believe 
God,.and pass for Christians, will not obey 
his voice when he calls upon them to deny 
self, and yield to him their darling treasures. 
They will hesitate, and cling to earthly 
things. Their affections are upon the world 
and the things of the world, and some of 
these very ones will have the most to say 
about how much they have sacrificed to obey 
the truth. Isaac felt that it was a privilege 
to yield his life as a sacrifice to God. If God 
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Sunlight in the Heart. 

THERE 15 sunlight on the hill-top, 
There is sunlight on the sea ; 

And the golden beams are sleeping 
On the soft and verdant lea ; 

But a richer light is filling 
All the chambers of my heart, , 

For thou art there, my Saviour, 
And 'tis sunlight where thou art. 

Thou hast whispered thy forgiveness 
In the secret of my soul : 

" Be of good comfort, daughter, 
For I have made thee whole." 

The " fowler's snare is broken," 
= And loosed my captive wing, 
And shall the bird be silent 

Which thou hast taught to sing? 

In the dust I.leave my sackcloth, 
As the garb of other days, 

For:thou " girdest me'ith gladness, 
And thou robest me with praise." 

And to that home of glory 
Thy love hath won for me, 

In heart and mind ascending, 
My spirit follows thee. 

Choose thou for me my portion— 
My bitter and my sweet; 

The'cup thy hand Both mix me, 
I will drink it at thy feet ; 

While I'm waiting for that moment, 
The brightest and the best ; 

When thou shalt stoop to lift me 
From thy footstool to thy breast. 

Oh ! ye who sit in darkness, 
Ever mourning for your sin, 

Open the windows of your soul, 
Let the warm sunshine in ; 

Ev'ry ray was purchased for you, 
By the matchless love of One 

Who has suffer'd in the shadow, 
That you might see the sun 

Lord Jesus Thou hast bought me, 
And my life, my all, is thine ; 

Let the lamp thy love bath lighted, 
To thy praise and glory shine; 

A beacon 'mid the darkness, 
Pointing upward where thou art ; 

The smile of whose forgiveness, 
Is the sunlight of my heart ! 

—Ellen H. Willis. 
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The Unity of the Faith. 

CHRISTIAN union has always been consid-
ered desirable ; but lately, seeing that con-
fusion and diversity are increasing, and know-
ing of no means whereby to correct the evil, 
the churches have resigned themselves to 
the apparent necessities of the case, and, to 
solace themselves, have devised what they 
call " unity in diiiersity." But we are sure 
no such unity as that was ever learned from 
the word of God. 

The gospel inculcates union, and has made 
provision to effect it. The apostle, concern-
ing the benefits and privileges conferred on 
the church by Christ, wrote as follows :— 

" When he ascended up on high he led 
captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 

And he gave some, apostles ; 
and some, propltets -; and some, evangelists ; 
and some, pastors and teachers; for the per-
fecting of the saints, for the work of the min-
istry, for the edifying of the body of Christ; 
till we all come into the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto 
a perfect man, unto the measure of the stat-
ure of the fullness of Christ." Eph. 4 : 8-13. 

Here we have definite information con-
cerning the object for which these gifts were 
given unto men, and the time of their con-
tinuance. The reader will bear in mind 
that the absence, or the apparent absence, of 
the gifts of the Spirit at any time or in any 
age of the church, is no argument against 
their perpetuity. The apostle says, " Follow 
after charity, and desire spiritual gifts." 
Now if charity should not be found with a 
certain body of professed Christians, or in a 
certain age of the professed church, it would 
not prove that it was not duty to exercise it; 
but it would prove that there was a serious 
declension from the divine standard of piety. 
In like manner, if the gifts of the Spirit were 
entirely wanting in a given time, yes, if the 
church had ceased to " desire " them, that 
fact would by no means prove that God had 
withdrawn the gifts. But it would prove 
that the church had forgotten the injunction 
of the apostle, and had lost sight of the stand-
ard of Christianity as it was at first erected. 
We do not learn what is truth or what is 
duty by the position or practice of professed 
Christians at any specified time, but by the 
teachings of the divine word; and the posi-
tion and practice of all are to be judged by 
the word. 

Those who plead that God has withdrawn 
the gifts from the church usually affirm that 
they were given to the apostles for the es-
pecial purpose of completing the canon of 
revelation, or a system of divinity, and when 
they had completed their writings the gifts 
were removed as being no longer necessary. 
But • it is• worthy of particular notice that 
when the apostle specifies the objects or uses 
for which the gifts were conferred, the above 
mentioned reason is not' given at all. It 
would be very strange indeed if the apostle, 
in 'recounting the uses •of the gifts, should 
mention several but entirely omit the real 
one, or the chief one ! 

t is to be noticed also that all the gifts 
were given with the same end in view, and 

despised of men, hunted from place to place, 
persecuted, afflicted, and tormented, were val-
ued of God. There was- no place for them 
upon the earth, but of them, says the apostle, 
the world was not worthy. Those who clung 
to precious truth in face of prison,' torture, 
and death, had faith that few now living 
possess. 	 - 

Many have chosen a life of ease. They 
have exalted their earthly interests above 
the spiritual and eternal. They neglect to 
learn the hard lesson of self-denial, ' and 
of surrendering all to God. They do not 
count anything interesting, save that which 
is learned without much effort, and without 
involving any sacrifice of temporal ' enjoy-
ment ; and it is'fiirg,otten a:Firsoon asile-a- fned, 
because it cost them nothing. • 

The deepest poverty, with God's. blessing, 
is better than houses and lands, and any 
amount of earthly treasure, without it. God's 
blessing places value on everything we possess ; 
but if we have the whole world without his 
blessing we are indeed as poor as the beggar, 
for we can take nothing with us into the 
next world. 	 • 

Those who profess to be looking for the soon 
comina

b 
 of our Saviour, should have A.bra-

hamicfaith, a faith that is valued because it 
has cost them something, a faith that works 
by love, and purifies the soul. The example 
of Abraham is left on record for us upon 
whom the ends of the world have come. We 
must believe that God is in earnest with us, 
and that he is not to be trifled with. He 
means what he says, and he requires of us 
implicit 'faith and willing obedience. Then 
will he let his light shine around about us, 
and we shall be all light in the Lord. 

for the same length of time. If they were 
withdrawn there are now in the church no 
evangelists, pastors, nor teachers, for these 
are among. the gifts of the Spirit. 

Or," if God saw fit,, in his wiidom,"to` with-
draw them from the church, it is daring pre-_ 
sumption to try to reinstate them. t It is al-
lowable, and may be • expedieht, to 'devise 
methods of operation on: points concerning, 
which there has been no revelation, when 
such methods do not conflict with revelation. 
But, when God has ordained a plan and adopt-
ed a means,i and afterward reversed or abol-
ished it, to endeavor to reinstate it is an effort 
to impeach divine wisdom. Had it been 
wise and right to retain it, he would have 
retained it. If it be priiVed that he 'Has ab-
rogated a certain order, that is sufficient proof 
that he did not consider it wise or expedient 
to have it continued. -What, then, must we 
think of that class of professed Christians 
who teach that God "set in the church " cer-
tain gifts, as evangelists, pastors, and teach-
ers ; that he afterwards withdrew them and 
left the church without them ; and they them-
selves proceed to reinstate or supply them to 
the church, according to their own will' and 
pleasure? Such proceedings toward any earth-
ly government would be considered no less 
than treason,—an entire subversion of the 
authority of the governnient by erecting offi-
ces contrary to the known will and action of 
the governor. 

The gifts were at first conferred on the 
apostles to qualify them to preach the word, 
and so says Paul in Eph. 4 : 11, they were 
given "for the work of the ministry." Je-
sus would not suffer the apostles to preach 
even a single sermon until they were " en-
dued with power from on high," though they 
had been under his personal direction and in-
struction more than three years ; and we 
have no warrant to believe that he intended 
the work of the ministry to be carried on at 
any time without the direct aid of the gifts 
of the Spirit. 

And it is expressly declared that they 
were given for their several offices " till we 
all come into the unity of the faith," a posi-, 
tion unto which the church has not attained. 
It will not do to say that the church did ar- 
rive at such a state in the days of the apos- 
tles, and that it has fallen from it, for the 
admonitions and reproofs given in their writ- 
ings disprove that. Or if it were true that 
the saints at first were so united in faith, 
but fell from that state in the great apostasy, 
then is proved the necessity of a revival of 
the gifts to accomplish their destined work. 
But it is not necessary to argue that point. 
The church has not yet been so perfected. 
Nor is it true that such a state of things is 
found in any one church of the present age ; 
for in most of them, and in all large bodies 
of them, there is found almost endless diver-
sity of faith on many Bible doctrines. 

There are many who, instead of confessing 
their shortcomings and trying to remedy their 
defects, frame excuses and scout every grace 
they themselves do not possess. Destitute of 
the gifts of the Spirit, they deny that they were 
designed to be perpetuated. Having among 
them such a diversity of faith, they deny the 
New Testament doctrine of unity, and urge 
that it is impossible for all to see and believe 
alike. They think such a state of things as 
is now found in the different churches is not 
only allowable but providential, and a right 
development of the gospel plan. We admit 
that men of different education, prejudices, 
and prepossessions, will not see and think 
alike, unless their prejudices and preposses-
sions are overcome. But this is the very end 
contemplated in the gospel: If this is not so 
—if each one is to gratify his prejudices and. 
act according to his own prepossessions, then 
'the gospel is a nullity ; for then cross-bear-
ing and self-denial are not required, and hu-
mility is not even a'Christian grace. 

But what then means the text already 
quoted, that we are designed to come into the 
unity of the faith ? That it means all that the 
words can imply ie proved by other texts, as 
the following :— 

" Neither pray I for these alone, but for 
them also which shall believe on me through 
their word ; that they all may be one in us ; 
as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be one in us." JOhn 17 : 
20, 21. 

Here surely is described a more perfect 
unity, a more complete oneness than is found 
among professed Christians of the present 
time. But verse 11 is equally explicit :— 

" Holy Father, keep through thine own 
name those whom thou hast given the, that 
they may be one, as we are." - 

If the Christians of this day who Plead so 
much for "union," even- those styled evan-
gelical, think their union truly represents the 
union or oneness of the Father and Son, 
then their ideas of a " trinity in unity " are 
not very exalted. It must be evident to 
every thoughtful observer that, either there 

-could accept him, he felt that he was honored. 
Human judgment may look upon the Com-

mand given to Abraham as severe, too great 
for human strength to bear Abraham'S' 
,strength was from God. He looked not at 
the things which are seen with Mortal vision, 

ut at the things which are eternal. God re-.  
mired no more of Abraham than he had, in di-. 
ne compassion and infinite love, given to man. 

He gave his only begotten Son to die, that 
guilty man might live. Abraham's offering 
of Isaac was especially designed of God to 
-prefigure the sacrifice of his Son. 

Every step that Abraham advanced toward 
Mount Moriah, the Lord went with him. All 
the agony and grief that Abraham endured 
dining the three days of his dark and fearful 
-trial, were imposed upon him to give us a 
lesson in perfect faith and obedience, and 
that we might better comprehend how real 
'was the great self-denial and infinite sacrifice 
of the Father in giving his only Son to die a 
shameful death for the guilty race. No trial, 
no suffering or test, could be brought to bear 
upon Abraham, which would cause such 
mental anguish, such torture of soul, as that 
-of obeying God in offering up his son. 

Our Heavenly Father surrendered his be-
loved Son to the agonies of -the crucifixion. 
Legions of angels witnessed the humiliation 
and soul-anguish of the Son of God; but were 
not permitted to interpose as in the case of 
Isaac. No voice was heard to stay the sacri-
:fice. God's dear Son, the world's Redeemer, 
was insulted, mocked at, derided, and tortur- 
ed, until he bowed his head in death. What 
greater proof can the Infinite One give us of 
his divine love and pity. "He that spared not 
his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
how shall he not with him also freely give 
us all things ?" 

The meagre concepti6n that many have of 
•the worth of the soul, and the sacrifice of 
-God's dear Son for sinful man, is shown by 
•their works. Should God speak to them as 
he did to Abraham, Sacrifice your posses-
sions, your temporal benefits that I have lent 
you to advance my cause, they would look 
in astonishment, thinkinc,  God did not mean 
just what he said. Their riches are as dear 
to them as their children, their worldly treas-
ure is their Isaac. To honor God with their 
-substance, they think, is a requirement alto-
gether too great, and they cannot believe 
that God means it. What have this class sac-
rificed for God ? 
' 

	

	Men will show all the faith they have. If 
God should speak to them and command 
-them to go and offer one of their beloved 
-children, they would think God a hard mas-
ter. Yet he has done more than this for 
them. No such command will come to test 
and prove them. God knew to whom he 
spake, when he gave the command to true 
and faithful Abraham. Abraham knew that 
it was God who had commanded, and that 
his promises were infallible Had God com-
manded him to offer his gold, his silver, his 
flocks, or even his own life, he would have 
done so cheerfully. He would have felt that 
he was but yielding back to God that which 
belonged to him. 

But there are many who know not what 
self-denial, or sacrifice, or devotion to God, is. 
They never can have extended and elevated 
views of the infinite sacrifice made by the Son 
Hof God to save a ruined world, until they sur-
render all to God. If God should speak to 
them in a command, as he did to Abraham, 
they would not be enough acquainted with 
his voice to understand that he did really re-
squire something of them, to show their love, 
-and the genuineness of their faith. 

The claims of God upon our love, affection, 
and possessions, our talents, and ourselves, are 
:correspondingly great as was the infinite sac-
rifice made in giving his Son to die for sinful 
man. Those who really appreciate the work 
of the atonement, those who have a high 
sense of the sacrifice Christ has made to exalt 
them to his throne, will count it a special 
honor to be partakers with Christ in his self-
denial, sacrifice, and suffering, that they may 
be co-workers ith him in saving souls. 

There are many who profess the truth, who 
-do not love God half so well as they love the 
-world. God is testing and proving them. 
'Their love of the world and of riches darkens 
their minds, perverts their judgment, and 
hardens their hearts. God haS, to some of 
them at least, revealed his will, and called 
for a surrender of their Isaac to him. But 
they refuse to obey, and let golden Opportuni-
ties pass. Precious time is beaking into eter-
nity a record of duties unfulfilled and of posi- 
tive neglect. 	 • 

Nothing we have is of true value until it is 
surrendered to God. The talent of means de- 
voted to the cause and work of God, is of ten- 
fold more value, than if selfishly retained for 
the gratification of our own pleasure. The 
faith of the devoted martyrs was like that of 
Abraham, it was genuine. They valued the 
precious truth, and in their turn, although  

is no very close union between the Father and 
the Son, or else this prayer is notfulfilled in 
the churches of the present age. That it was 
designed to ,,be fulfilled is pro'ved'i by the 
apostle's words, iii 1 Cor. 1 : 1.0, as follows 

" Now Ivbeseech y6u, brethren, by the 
,name of our Loitd JesusThrist, that ye all 
speak the same thing, 'and that there be no 
diirthons among You ; and that ye be per-
feCtly joined together, in the same mind and 
in the same judgment." 

And again in 'Phillipians 2 :2, as follows :—
," Fulfill ye my. joy;, that ye may be like-

minded, having the same love, being of one 
accord, of one mind." 	 • • 

And that last excuse for discord and dis-
union-among Christians; namely, that the va-
rious tchurches with their diversity of .faiths 

k 

arerecOgnizeCV aS so many "branches" the 
body of Christ, is removed by our Saviour's 
words to his disciples :—

" I am the vine, ye 
John 15 : 5. 	• 

This language was not addressed to different 
churches, but to individuals, before any con- 
tention or departure froth truth had separ- 
ated believers into different factiOns of diverse 
creeds. Every excuse or reason offered to 
justify the present state of discord, or any 
diversity of faith and judgment among Chris-
tians, is founded in selfishness, and is an evi-
dence of calamity according to the words 
of Paul. 

Some imagine that a gift of the Spirit can-
not be manifested "for the work of the min- 
istry " without interfering with the canon of 
revelation. But this is a very narrow view of 
the subject. An evangelist may "make full 
proof of his ministry," and yet conform to 
the word already given. And so of any 
other gift. Paul was directed by the Spirit 
to go to Macedonia. Peter, by direct revela- 
tion, was sent,to Cornelius. Paul and Bar-
nabas were separated to a certain work by 
order of the Spirit. By the. Same power 
Elymas the sorceror was discovered and re-
buked. In these and other instances, noth-
ing was added to the body of the Scriptures. 
And so, since the days of the apostle's, in the 
time of the Reformers, of Wesley, and in 
later times as will be shown, instruction, re-
proof, and comfort, have been given by the 
Spirit. Words of comfort, warnings of dan-
ger, personal reproofs, directions to duty, all 
come under the heads of the: perfecting of the 
saints, the work of the ministry, and the ed-
ifying of the body of Christ, while none of 
them are additions to the Scriptures. The 
objection arises from prejudice, and must at 
once :be rejected by all who recognize the 
truth that the ministry is not sufficient, with-
out being " endued with power from on high," 
to so instruct and lead the church as to 
bring them to the unity of the faith and spirit. 
Human strength and human wisdom cannot 
accomplish it. 

" And God' hath set some in the church, 
first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly 
teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of 
healing, helps, governments' diversities of 
tongues." 1 Cor. 12 : 28. 

:As God set these in the church we have a 
right to ask, By what authority and by what 
power have they been removed from the 
church? Did God ever make known his in-
tention to deprive the church of their aid ? 
They should remain where God has set them 
unless he has removed them ; but of their 
removal we have no intimations in his word. 
The Bible. foretells a falling away ; the aris-
ing of false teachers in the church ; the en-
tering in• of grievous wolveS, not sparing the 
flock ; and the'bringing in of damnable her- • 
esies. But all these indicate, not the with-
drawing of the gifts from the church; but 
the necessity of their retention ; for surely 
they must be needed mostior the perfecting 
of the saints, for the work of the Ministry, 
and for the difying of the body of Christ, 
when such a sad state of things exists. There 
is no reason to dispute that the instruction 
of the apostle to "covet earnestly the best 
gifts," and to " follow after charity, and de-
sire spiritual gifts," was given to the church 
for'the entire dispensation. 

The intention of the apostle's argument in. 
1 Cor. 12 is not generally appreciated because 
its connection is not regarded. After enu-
merating the manifestations of the Spirit, say-
ing the gifts are divided to every man as the 
Lord will, he says " we are all baptized by one • 
Spirit into One body." This is a most im-
portant declaration, as it gives us to under-
stand that if we are not baptized by that 
Spirit into that body we are not of that body. 

When the Saviour left the disciples he. 
said, " Ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost not' many days hence." Acts 1 5. 
That baptism they received oh the day - of 
Pentecosf, according to " promise of the Fath-
er " to the Son. And this promise they held 
out to all whom they preached, " even as 
many as the Lord our God shall call." With 
this baptisni of the Spirit are all the saints 

are the branches." 
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Scriptures; that it was observed by the Lord 
Jesus and his apostles ; also that the first day 
of the week was never observed by the apos-
tles nor by the Church during the lives of the 
apostles as the Sabbath,; neither is it. once 
named in the Scriptures, which is the only 
authoritative guide we have;  and we frankly 
say on any religious subject whatever. If 
any man does not speak according to the 
"law and the testimony" we shall not be 
guided by him, or support him as a religious 
guide. 

It appears to me that if Christian ministers 
would consider the Sabbath question, and ob-
serve the proper and appointed day, there 
would be a stumbling-block to the Jews con-
cerning the belief in the Lord Jesus taken 
out of the way, for all Jews know that the 
seventh day, and the seventh day only, is the 
Lord's Sabbath. I may say that we are in 
duty bound to do all that we can to bring the 
Jews to the faith in Jesus of.Nazareth, because 
all the true religious knowledge we possess 
we have received from or through them. * 

It is' admitted on all hands that the ap-
pointment of the Sabbath is of God only; 
that it is of his own-will, purpose, and ap-
pointment ; that it is for his own glory, and 
for our benefit. It was kept sacred as a day 
of rest by him in honor of his making all 
things in heaven And, earth by his word in 
six.days, and working not (or resting) on the 
seventh, but rejoicing in all that he had 
made, because it was all very good. In Ex. 
16 : 23-31, we see that the sanctification of 
the Sabbath consisted in abstaining from the 
ordinary work of the other six days, and the 
desecration of the Sabbath consisted in the 
working on that day, contrary to the command-
ment. In Ex. 20 : 8, it is resting from labor 
that is especially marked as the sanctifying 
of the Sabbath. In Ex. 31 : 13, the Lord 
exhorts the children of Israel to keep his 
Sabbath, commencing with the word, " Ver- 
ily." Now this word surely reveals to us 
the great desire that he has that we should 
keep his Sabbath (i. e., his rest) according to 
the commandment, even to rest that day 
from the work that we are commanded to do 
on all the other days, and he concludes by 

THE proper use of language is the commu-
nication to others of what we feel, think, or 
purpose ; the words we speak are the symbols 
of what we think or feel; and, in order that 
the means may accomplish the end contem-
plated, it is indispensably necessary that 
there be a common understanding between 
speaker and hearer, or writer and reader, as 
the case may be,.regarding the import of the 
terms employed. In conversation, any de-
fect in this matter can be remedied by expla-
nation ; but written languge, to convey the 
ideas of the writer correctly, must be used 
and understood in a sense that is settled by 
usage and common consent; otherwise it 
would be impossible to have the conviction 
that we understood what the writer meant 
to express. These observations, of course, 
are as true of the language of Holy Scripture 
as that of any other writings ; yet it is sim-
ply by acting otherwise that there are so 
many conflicting meanings put upon words 
spoken by the messengers of God to men. 

If the Bible is a revelation of the mind 
and purposes of God, we surely ought to un- 
derstand its terms in the same sense we 
would understand the same terms in any 
other book ; yet, strange to tell, men,•appar- 
ently by common consent, treat the words of 
Scripture as if they were those of an enigma, 
rather than those of a revelation ; and modes 
of interpretation the most capricious, empir-
ical, and fanciful, have been applied to the 
blessed book; hence those whom it was 
meant to enlighten and save have been per-
plexed, bewildered, and led astray. 

There are only two senses in which ordi-
nary language is understood, namely, the lit-
eral and figurative ; but interpreters of the 
Bible affirm that its language is sometimes 
used in a third sense, which they call the 
" spiritual,"—a sense never sought for in the 
language of any other book. And what is 
meant by the spiritual sense? Not the fig-
urative, which is as apparent, where it is 
used, as the literal ; for where language is 
used figuratively the figu're is either express-
ed or implied, and every term in such a sen-
tence must have a literal signification ; be-
cause a figure of speech does not consist in 
the terms of a sentence, but in their applica-
tion to subjects to which they do not proper-
ly belong. For example, in the sentence, 
" Fear not, Abram, I am thy shield," all the 
terms must be understood in their literal 
sense before the import of the figure, evident-
ly used in the language, can be properly ap-
prehended. Neither does the spiritual sense 
mean the symbolic, which differs *somewhat 
from the figurative, and is sometimes used in 
the sacred writings.• 

The spiritual sense is the mystic, which is 
no way expressed, but rather concealed, by 
the terms used. Its character will be more 

the Sabbath, what are the duties that are to 
be performed on that day ? What are we 
called to do ? Are we called to rest from our 
labors, and to meet as a general convention, 
and perhaps hear a tune on some musical in-
strument accompanied by the human voice, and 
perhaps the preacher will go through a round 
of prayers, and read a text, and then lecture 
a long time, telling what the text is not—for 
the simple reason, 'probably, that le does not 
know what it is, but he must make au appear-
ance ? Is this what we are commanded to 
do on the first day of the week ? Certainly 
not; for it is the first day of the sik that we 
are commanded to work in. This is certainly 
the only divine authority how the first day 
of the week is appointed to be kept; and as 
we are commanded to rest on the seventh, so 
also we are commanded to labor in the other 
six days. Sunday, therefore, is the first of. 
the working days. Mankind and beasts of 
burden require a weekly rest. Indeed, men 
would require more rest than they get.. Look 
at an old Working man, and 'behold him with 
his bent body and his laboring step, caused 
by being overwrought and badly fed, both of 
which are brought about by the dominant 
parties in order that they may hoard up 
money and eat and drink and live forever. 
But the working man must submit to it, in 
order to get a morsel of. bread. We must 
have a day of rest, but let IA have it on the 
divinely appointed day. We have a Bible, 
let us read it, and pay. no attention to teachers 
who tell us anything that we cannot • get in 
it, such as that the first day of the week is 
the divinely appointed Sabbath, it being only 
a human transformation of a heathen prac-
tice, adopted by the clergy and political gov-
ernors in the fourth century, without any 
divine authority whatever. Is it not Sab-
bath desecration in the Christian church to 
work on the seventh, the appointed day, and 
to observe the first in its stead, contrary to 
the commandment of God ? Search the 
Scriptures and see if it be not so. 

Saying that it is a sign between Him and 
the children of Israel forever—" for in six 
days the Lord made heaven and earth, and 
on the seventh day he rested and was re-
freshed." 

Lev. 23.  contains a description of all the 
feasts, but the holy Sabbath is specially describ- 
ed and commanded to be observed as a day of 
rest and a holy convocation. Thus we see that 
the people were to be called together, likely 
to hear the law, &c., read, and to worship 
God, and to pray to him for all the good 
things that we need. It is very instructive 
to read this chapter over carefully, and to 
compare the festivals here enumerated with 
the accounts in the New Testament of the 
passover and Pentecost,.&c. It would relieve 
our minds from the foolish absurdities which 
we are apt to fall into by being half taught. 
I am sure I have attended the preaching of 
ministers for more than forty years, and I 
never knew what the feast ef Pentecost was, 
nor what it was instituted for, till lately, 
when examining the Bible. Let us notice 
here again, that the sanctifying of the Sab-
bath consists in resting from labor, because 
God commanded it to be done. In ent. 5 : 
12-14, we find that the sanctifying of the 
Sabbath is all along the same, even by rest-
ing from .the ordinary manual labor of the 
other days of the, week. In Neh. 13 : 15-23, 
you can see how Nehemiah considered that 
the Sabbath should be sanctified, and how he 
believed that the great wrath that was upon 
Jerusalem was, in some measure at least, 
caused by disobedience to God in. the observ-
ance of the Sabbath according to the fourth 
commandment. 

The united testimony of Scripture is that 
the seventh day is the appointed Sabbath 
day; that it was recognized by the apostles 
during their lives, and any record that we 
have of their actions and sayings bear testi-
mony to the same ; and also it is evident 
that they know nothing about the historical 
invention of the first day of the week, or 
Sunday, being the Sabbath day. 

But some say that the resurrection was a 
greater work than the creation, and therefore 
God changed the Sabbath day to be a memo-
rial of it. Without entering at all into the 
merits of the statement about the comparison 
of the creation and the resurrection, as to 
their relative values and comparisons, I am 
of the opinion that it is above my knowledge 
or that of any other man, and therefore I 
hold it to be dangerous to meddle with it. 
But I do say that there is no such statement 
in all the New Testament that the first day 
of the week was to be observed as the Sab-
bath because the Lord Jesus rose from ,the 
dead on that day. 

Seeing that there is no authority for the 
observance of the first day (or Sunday) as 

baptized into one body, yet "having gifts 
differing," as it pleases God to bestow. This 
can have reference to nothing but the immedi-
ate operation of the Spirit. Then follows the 
argument for their necrssity in the church. 
He says :— 

"For the body is not one member, but 
many. If the foot shall say, Because I am 
not the hand, I am not of the body, is it 
therefore not of the body ? And if. the ear 
shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am 
not of the body, is it • therefore not of the 
body ? If the whole body were an eye, 
where were the hearing? If the whole were 
hearing, where were the smelling But now 
hath God set the memberS every one of them 
in the body as it hath pleased him." 1 Cor. 
12 : 14-18. 	 . 	. 

God hath set the members in the body so 
that it is perfect and complete in every part. 
If any part is lacking, there is schism or di-
vision. The hand cannot supply the place of 
the foot, nor can the ear fill the place of the 
eye. A perfect body, complete in all re-
spects, has every member in its place; each.  
fulfilling its office; each aiding and strength-
ening the other; as it is written 

" And the eye cannot say unto the hand, 
I have no need of thee; nor again the head 
to the feet, I have no need of you." Verse 21. 

Let it be remembered that this argument 
is concerning the gifts in the chilrch, and 
here is a rebuke to that spiritual pride which 
asserts that Christians are now so wise and 
strong that they have no need of some of the 
members Which God set in the church ; which 
virtually boasts that we have outgrown the 
bounds of God's original arrangement: This 
is actually taking common ground with that 
class of infidels who kindly admit that the 
Bible was good enough for the time when it 
was given, but that we have outgrown its 
narrow confines and find it unsuited to our 
present wants. Neither the revelation nor 
the arrangement for the church was local and 
temporary, unless the gospel itself is tempo-
rary or confined to a part of the age. 

The apostle has affirmed that no part of 
the body, as God originally constituted it, 
can boast against any other part. And yet 
this is exactly what the professed " body of 
Christ " is doing in this age. Some of the• 
most important parts which God set in the 
church are ignored, despised, and • boasted 
against, as if they were hindrances instead of 
helps ; as if they marred the body instead of 
their being 'necessary to its perfection. Of 
this same subject the apostle further says 

" The members should have the same care 
one for another. And whether one member 
suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one 
member be honored, all the members rejoice 
with it." Verses 25, 26. 

The error commonly entertained in regard 
to this chapter is that: it is supposed that 
" the members " referred to are individuals 
in the church without any reference to the 
gifts. But such, certainly is not the idea 
conveyed by the language; nor can any 
gather that idea from the entire. chapter in 
its connection. It relates to the gifts as di-
vided to the several individuals composing the 
•entire church, as God was pleased that they 
should exist, that no part be lacking, or 
weak, or defective, but that the whole body 
may be perfect according to the divine plan. 
For they were all given 
• " For the perfecting of the saints, for the 

work of the ministry, for the edifying [build-
ing up] of the body of Christ; till .we all 
come into the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a per-
fect man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fullness of Christ." 

Happy state ! blessed privilege! May we 
all have grace to obtain it, and humility to., 
accept the means whereby it is obtained. 

J. H. WAGGONER. 

Sabbath in Scotland. 

[ELDER JONES of London has sent us a 
tract written by James Scott, of Elgin, 
Scotland, entitled, " The Only Sabbath-day 
by Divine Appointment, proved from Scrip-
ture and History." It is of interest because 
Bro. Scott was ignorant that there were oth-
er Sabbath-keepers in Great Brittain, when 
he wrote this little tract. Our readers are 
acquainted with all the arguments given, as 
they have been presented by those who have 
long studied the subject on this side of the 
Atlantic. The following extracts will show 
the style of the author. The Spirit of God, 
seems to be moving on minds in all parts of 
the world to stand up for this important truth. 
In this we will rejoice, for herein we see the 
way preparing for a fulfillment of Rev. 14 : 
9-12.—Ed. Signs.] 

I have, after carefully examining the Scrip-
tures on the subject of the Sabbath, found 
that the seventh day, the day the Lord ap-
pointed, is the only authorized Sabbath in the  

apparent by a few examples. Thus one in-
terpreter affirms that the language, " Behold 
I create new heavens and a new earth,' 
means, " Behold I am about to give my 
Church a new and beautiful form, by intro-
clueing a new dispensation of grace." When 
Jehovah says, " Behold I create Jerusalem a 
rejoicing," "Jerusalem" means the Church of 
God under the New Testament dispensation, 
The prediction, " The wolf and the lamb shall 
feed together, and the lion shall eat straw-
like the ox," is resolved thus : " The wolf 
means the fierce, rapacious enemies of the 
flock of Christ; " the lamb" means the disci-
ples of Jesus ; " the lion" represents the. 
blood-thirsty foes of the Church; "the. ox," 
the preachers of the gospel ; and " the straw" 
is the Gospel itself I 

. This mode of treating the word of God was, 
introduced among the adherents of the Chris-
tian faith in the third century, by Origen, 
who is often styled "the father of biblical. 
criticism." Deeply imbued with the neo-pla-,  
tonic philosophy, and the puerile allegorizing 
of the Jewish Rabbins, whatever he found 
in Scripture that contradicted his notions of 
truth and propriety, he explained according; 
to, what he termed, the spiritual sense. He 
affirmed, that "as man consists, according to 
Plato, of body, soul, and spirit, so Scripture. 
has a three-fold sense,"—that is, the literal, 
intellectual, and allegorical, or mystic. By 
this means he got rid of the garden of Eden, 
the serpent, Adam and Eve, or whatever he 
found in Scripture contrary to his philosophy. 
This is the man who, in our day, is styled 
" the father of biblical criticism and exegesis," 
by theologians who, with filial faithfulness, 
follow his track in accommodating the true 
sayings of God to their systems of theology, 
—W. Laing. 

The Deluge Confessed. 

IT is quite refreshing to find one fact 
mentioned in the Bible, which the modern 
men of science are willing to admit is con-
firmed by the progress of discovery. Mr..  
George Smith, of the British Museum, makes 
the subjoined most interesting account of the• 
record of the deluge, which he has lately de-
ciphered from the Assyrian monuments:— 

The cuneiform inscription which I have 
recently found and translated, gives a long 
and full account of the deluge. It contain& 
the version or tradition of this event which 
existed in the early Chaldean period at the,  
city of Erech (one of the cities of Nimrod),. 
now represented by the ruins of Warka. In 
this newly discovered inscription, the acCount, 
of the deluge is put as a narrative into the. 
mouth of Xisuthrus, or Noah. He relates 
the wickedness of the world, the command to 
build the ark, its building, the filling of it, 
the deluge, the resting of the ark on a moun-
tain, the sending out of the birds, and other 
matters. The narrative has a closer resem-
blance to the account transmitted by the 
Greeks from Berosus, the Chaldean historian,. 
than to the biblical histOry, but it does not 
differ materially from either. The principal 
differences are as to the duration of the del-
uge, the name of the mountain on which the 
ark rested, the sending out of the birds, etc. 
The cuneiform account is much longer and 
fuller than that of Berosus, and has several 
details omitted both by the Bible 'and the 
Chaldean historian. This inscription opens, 
up many questions of which we knew nothing: 
previously, and it is connected with a num-
ber of other details of Chaldean history which 
will be both-interesting and important. This 
is the first time any inscription has been found 
with an account of an event mentioned in 

. Genesis. 

Only Two. 

ONLY two ways. One broad, the other nar-
row ; one leads to destruction, the other to life; 
many go by the one, few by the other. Which 
is your way ? 

Only two sorts of people. Many sorts in 
man's opinion—many societies, classes, sects, 
denominations. Only two in God's sight--
the-righteous and the wicked, the wheat and. 
the chaff, the living and the dead. Which 
are you I 

Only two deaths—the death of the right-
eous, and the death of the wicked. Which 
do you think you will die ? Which do you' 
wish to die ? -Which would it be if you were 
to die this moment? 

Only two sides at the day of Judgment—
the right hand and the left. Only these two. 
Those on the right hand will be blessed--
" Come ye blessed of my Father. " Those on 
the left hand will be• cursed—" Depart, ye 
cursed.', All must appear before the Judg-
ment-seat of Christ, to receive the things done 
in the body, whether good or bad. What,  
word shall be spoken to you Reader„ on 
which side will you stand ? 

Spiritualizing. 



CIE:19=2.3r.....7=16•7 	 

164. 	 THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES. Vol. 1, No. 21, 

¢ h 	x 	of the 
"Cum ye not discern the signs of the times ?" 

OAKLAND, CAL., FIFTH-DAY, APRIL 1, 1875. 

The Law and the Gospel. 

TESTIMONY OF THE APOSTLES OF CHRIST CONSIDERED. 

THE apostle James illustrates the object and 
work of the law of God by that of a common 
mirror. In the one, we see the imperfections 
of the face. In the other, we behold the imper-
fections of the moral character. The apostle 
introduces the figure in these words : "If any 
be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is 
like unto a man beholding his natural face in a 
glass ; for he beholdeth himself, and goeth his 
way, and straightway forgetteth what manner 
of man he was." James 1 : 23, 24. 

The figure is thus clearly set before us. And 
the application of this impressive figure is made 
in forcible words : "But winoo looketh into the 
perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, 
he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of 
the work, this man shall be blessed in his 
deed." Verse 25. In this scripture God's great 
looking-glass is termed the perfect law of lib-
erty-. In the next chapter it is called the royal 
law, and is applied to the Christian's every-day 
life in a most searching manner. The apostle 
continues :- 

" If ye fulfill the royal law according to the 
scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself, ye do well. But if ye have respect to 
persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of 
-the law as transgressors. For whosoever shall 
keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, 
he is guilty of all." Chap. 2 : 8-10. And to 
place the matter beyond all cavil as to what is 
meant by the law of liberty, or the royal law, 
-the apostle next quotes two of the ten com-
mandments. " For he that said, Do not com-
mit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if 
thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou 
art become a transgressor of the law." Verse 
11. 	And we also learn by this last verse that it 
requires the observance of all ten of the precepts 
of the moral code to be a commandment-keeper, 
-while the violation of only one of the ten com-
mandments constitutes one a commandment-
breaker. Hence, the declaration that he who 
offends in one point is guilty of all. 

And let it be borne in mind that the epistle 
of James was written A. D. 60, about twenty-
nine years after the death, resurrection, and 
ascension.of Christ, and the day of Pentecost. 
The church had been fully established, and had 
passed down in the Christian age more than a 
quarter of a century when the apostle took up 
his pen to write. Consequently, what he said 
of the nature and work of the royal law, or the 
perfect law of liberty, and which he illustrated 
by a mirror, in the year of our Lord sixty, is 
applicable in all its original force in the nine-
teenth century. 

The beloved John, whose epistles are so rich 
and thorough in Christian experience, speaks of 
both the Father and the Son as holding close 
relation to true believers in the Christian age. 
In this fact may be seen the relation which the 
law of God, and the gospel of the Son of God, 
sustain to each other in Christian experience, 
and in the great plan of redemption. John 

• speaks of what he had seen and heard of 
the Word of life, which makes him a proper 
witness of Christ. But he does not by any means 
leave the Father out of the scheme of redemp-
tion from sin and death. John says :- 

" That which we have seen and heard declare 
we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship 
with us ; and truly our fellowship is with 

• the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 
And these things write we unto you that your 
joy may be full. This then is the message 
-which we have heard of him, and declare unto 
you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness 
at all." 1 John 1 : 3-5. The statement of the 
apostle that " truly our fellowship is with the 
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ," is wor- 
thy of especial notice. It is in wide contrast 
with that stripe of modern gospel which leaves 
the Father and the ten precepts of the royal 
law upon the background, and brings the Son 
to the front, as lawgiver, mediator,•  and re-
,deemer, so that Christ alone sustains a close re- 
lation to Christians. If John was of this class 
we might expect him to repeat the popular re-
vival strain, that " Christ is light," and " Christ 
is love," and "Behold What manner of love 
Christ hath bestowed upon us." But the apos-
tle brings the Father also to the front, and de- 
clares that " God is light, and in him is no dark-
ness at all." Again he say's, "God is love."  

Chap. 4 :8. And again he exclaims, "Behold 
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us that we should be ,called the sons of 
God." Chap. 3 : 1. John continues :- 

" If we say that we have fellowship with him, 
and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the 
truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship one with another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin." Verses 6, 7. Please notice : 

1. That it is the Father that is represented 
as a body of pure light, in whom is no darkness 
at all. This is evident from verse 7, where 
Jesus Christ is called his Son. 

2. That while Christians should seek to walk 
in the light as Christ is in the light, this is but 
a part of their duty. They should •endeavor to 
walk in the light as the Father is in the light. 
They' should come very near the Father by 
cheerful obedience to all the precepts of the di-
vine law. 

3. It is when Christians walk in the pure 
light of the Father, in obedience to all his com-
mandments, that the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son cleanseth from all sin. The chapter closes : 

" If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unright-
eousness. If we say that we have not sinned, 
we make him a liar, and his word is not in us." 
Verses 8-10. The apostle has written very 
pointedly and sharply in this first chapter of his 
first epistle. And as though fearing that feeble 
minds might be discouraged at the straightness 
of the way, he magnifies the grace of God. 
through Jesus Christ in the first verse of the 
next chapter. Hear him :- 

" My little children, these things write I unto 
you, that ye' sin not. And if any man sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous." The beloved John has written 
pointedly that the church might be faithfully 
guarded against sin. And at the same time he 
has set before the erring the hight, and depth 
and breadth of the pitying love of the Father 
through his Son Jesus Christ for those who are 
overcome by sin. Three parties are here intro-
duced. 

1. The Father, the author of the divine law. 
2. Jesus Christ the righteous, who is the sin-

ner's advocate with the Father. 
3. The sinner who, having transgressed the 

law of the Father, needs an advocate with the 
Author of the divine law. 

"Sin is the transgression of the law." 1 
John 3 : 4. What law? "If any man sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous." Chap. 2 : 1. The sinner is in 
trouble with the Father. He needs Christ to 
plead his cause with the Father, simply because 
he has transgressed the Father's law. But if it 
be said that John speaks of the law of Jesus 
Christ, then we inquire : 

1. Is Christ an advocate with himself ? 
2. If Christ is the law-giver in the Christian 

age, why should the apostle introduce the Fa-
ther into the plan? 'Why not say : If any man 
sin against the law of Jesus Christ, we have an 
advocate with Jesus Christ, which is Jesus 
Christ? If it be objected that Christ cannot be 
an advocate with himself, then : 

3. If Christ be our law-giver, who is our 
advocate ? The Catholic may answer, " The 
Virgin Mary." But if the Protestants cling to 
the popular error that Christ is the law-giver 
for the Christian age, then we press the question 
-Who ? 

Those who recognize the harmony of the 
law of God and the gospel of the Son of God in 
the plan of redemption will see the natural ap-
plication of the text, and will feel the force of the 
great facts stated therein. "If any man sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous." 

The Moral Law. 

A LATE exchange says that " Henry Ward 
Beecher, at a late meeting in Plymouth Church, 
took the ground that the patriarchs of the Old 
Testament, and the apostles of the New, were 
far behind the people of the present age, in 
their understanding and appreciation of the 
moral law. And yet the house, misnamed a 
church, was filled to overflowing, and the people 
calling themselves Christians applauded the sac-
rilege." 

Yes ; the patriarches and apostles believed 
that the moral- law was binding and acted ac-
cordingly ; but many in the present age, minis-
ters as well as laymen, don't believe it is bind-
ing ; and they act accordingly. That's the dif- 
ference. 	 u. S. 

Religious Self-Deception. 

THE fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah has especial 
reference to these times, and is, in all respects, 
very interesting to us. It opens with a two-fold 
description of a certain class of worshipers. 
Viewing them only in the light of one of these 
descriptions we should be forced to admit they 
are a truly devoted and God-fearing people, 
and accepted with the Lord. Notice what the 
Lord says of them :- - 

1. They worship God. " They seek me," 
says the Lord. Such would scorn to worship 
idols. They pity the .heathen ; and their con-
science would not permit them to renounce their 
profession of Christianity. 

2. They are diligent worshipers. " They 
seek me daily," says the Lord. This is a mark 
which every Christian should bear. 

3. They are intelligent worshipers. They 
" delight to know my ways." They are pleased 
to learn the doctrines of the Bible, and are dili-
gent to attend the preaching of the word. 
Another good mark of Christian character. 

4. They are cheerful worshipers. " They 
take delight in approaching to God." They are 
not driven to their worship. It needs no arm 
of authority, no urgent appeals, to keep them 
in the way of their devotions. It is a pleasant 
path to them, in which they take delight. 

After reading such a description as this, and 
noting in their' so many marks of true Chris-
tians, and marks in which .,so many professors 
are lacking, it is sad to be compelled to admit 
that the very people so described are self-de-
ceived and hypocritical. There is another view 
of them which gives them quite a different ap-
pearance from the above. 

1. A call is made to show them their trans-
gressions and their sins. They are sinners, 
transgressors of God's law. They draw near to 
God with their lips while their hearts are in the 
world. They cry, Lord, Lord, but do not his 
will. They love an easy religion, which does 
not cross their selfishness ; which leads 'to no 
self-denial. 

2. They seek God only ".as a nation that did 
righteousness." Says an apostle, " He that 
doeth righteousness is righteous." The relig-
ion in which they delight consists in profession, 
prayer, church-going, and that which is no 
deeper than feelings or emotions. " The weigh-
tier matters of the law they neglect. Though 
the Scriptures say, " He that turneth away his 
ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall 
be abomination," they will not listen to it, nor 
reflect on its meaning or application. They 
profess to delight in " gospel liberty "-freedom 
to choose their own path. They are afraid of 
"legal bondage," as they call obedience to the 
commandments of God. Truly they are but 
"as a nation that did righteousness." 

3. They have forsaken the ordinance of their 
God. What the ordinance is which they have 
forsaken we learn by reading this chapter. 
Two prominent faults are marked against them : 
they do not righteousness, and they have for-
saken the ordinance of God. In verses 4-12 
their shortcomings are particularly noticed, and 
exhortations to certain duties are given, where-
by their light should spring up and their right-
eousness should abound. In verses 13, 14, the 
ordinance of God is pointed out which they 
have forsaken. " If thou turn away thy foot 
from the Sabbath ;" they are trampling the Sab-
bath under their feet. A horrible abuse of that 
which Jehovah so highly honored ; "from do- 
ing thy pleasure on my holy day ; " they have 
profaned the holy day, and degraded that which 
is sacred to the Lord to make it minister to their 
own carnal pleasures ; " and call the. Sabbath 
a delight, the holy of the Lord, honorable ; " 
the holy day of God has been no delight to 
them. In the expressive language of the proph- 
et, they "have snuffed at it." Every feature 
has been expressive of scorn when the Sabbath 
is mentioned. It is not honorable in their es- 
teem. Instead of calling it a delight, the holy 
of the Lord, honorable, they have derided it 
and all who observe it, stigmatizing it as " the 
old Jewish Sabbath," and " a yoke of bondage." 
They have departed very far from " the right 
ways of the Lord," while professing to be his 
servants. 

4. They do not understand. why their fasts 
have not been seen of the Lord, and why their 
prayers are not answered. The Lord shows 
them that the fault is in their own' lives. If 
they will work righteousness as well as pray ; if 
they will " honor him " in his own sacred insti- 
tution which commemorates his work of crea-
tion, then will their " light rise in obscurity," 
and they shall " delight themselves in the Lord,',  
not merely in their own form of worship. Here 
God shows that his honor is concerned in the  

observance of the Sabbath, and they who dis-
honor him he will lightly esteem. 

Here is a lesson of warning to all. It is a 
faithful description of the superficial religion of 
the age. And it shows how fearfully strong is, 
self-deception. It will admit of our wearing 
the garb of Christianity, of making a great pro-
fession, and of working ourselves up to a feel-
ing of delight in worship. With all this our 
profession may be that of the Pharisee, and all 
our worship vain. "The heart is deceitful ; " 
we should not trust it, but constantly compare 
ourselves with the divine• standard. "Who 
can understand his errors," asked the psalmist ; 
and the only means of a correct understanding 
of them is given in the same psalm : " The tes-
timony of the Lord is sure, making wise the 
simple. The commandment of the Lord is pure, 
enlightening the eyes." 

Examination of self, and meditation on the 
word of God, are much needed to keep us from 
thoughtlessly going astray. How greatly we 
need to keep ourselves in the love of God, and 
under the direction of his Spirit. 

" Lord, let not all my hopes be vain ; 
Create my soul entirely new. 

Let thy sweet Spirit me sustain ; 
Oh ! guide me all my journey through." 

J. H. W. 

Matthew Twenty-four. 

THE readers of the SIGNS have been favored 
with a series of articles on the twenty-fourth 
chapter of Matthew, and we hereby express the 
hope that they have carefully, read and treasured 
up the truths therein presented. The import-
ance of the instruction given in this chapter in 
regard to the second advent, cannot be overes-
timated. 

Perhaps no other chapter in the Bible has 
been made the subject of so much controversy. 
Universalists well understand its importance, 
and they have therefore been untiring in their 
efforts to enlist it in the service of their cause. 
It is indeed the deciding ground of the whole 
question between them and evangelical believ-
ers, for it must appear plain to all that, if the 
personal, second coming of Christ is not taught 
in Matt. 24, it is not taught in the Scriptures ; 
and if the Universalists could succeed in spirit-
ualizing this chapter, or of confining its testi-
mony to the subject of the destruction of Je-
rusalem, it is easy to see that the ideas of a 
future advent, of a resurrection of the dead, and 
a future judgment might easily be discarded 
entirely. The victory on all these questions is 
with those who maintain their ground on Matt. 
24. 

If this is so, and we think none can dispute 
it, then it appears that all denominations who 
do not wish to yield the whole ground to Uni-
versalists, have an interest in maintaining the 
literal interpretation of this chapter. Certainly 
no part of the Scriptures more clearly teaches 
the actual coming of Christ, and the gathering 
together of the saints at his coming. Mistify 
this, and you have prepared the way to mistify 
every Scripture declaration on this important 
subject. 

But there is another point of equal interest 
in this chapter to which we would ask the at-
tention of all who feel an interest in the doc-
trines of the resurrection and future Judgment. 
Admitting that Matt. 24 teaches the literal sec-
ond coming of the Lord, then we must admit 
that it teaches just as certainly that we may 
know when that event is near. Here we take 
our stand without any fear of successful con-
tradiction. This is a consistent position as all 
must admit who candidly examine verses 29-51 
in connection. And therefore there are but 
two sides to the controversy over this chapter, 
namely, that of the Universalists, and that of 
the Adventists. They who deny that Matt. 24 
gives positive knowledge when the advent is 
near, even at the doors, virtually deny that it 
refers to the advent at all ; and thus take sides 
with the Universalists. For again, they who 
deny that Matt. 24 teaches the literal coming of 
Christ, virtually deny that that doctrine is in 
the Bible, for no scriptures teach it more clear-
ly and unmistakably. 

We think all must agree with us in regard to 
the importance of this chapter in its bearing on 
the controversy between Universalists and evan-
gelicals, and also between the Adventists and 
all their opponents. It Should be well -studied 
and carefully considered by all who have an in-
terest in " the present truth." 

J. H. W. 

A DISPATCH dated Constantinople March 22, 
1875, reads : " The Roumanian governthent has 
issued orders for the levy of 100,000 troops. This 
warlike measure excites comment there. 
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Mission to Prussia. 

IN last week's Sim4's we copied from the Re-

view that portion of Elder Andrews' report 
from Prussia, which includes the discussion of 
the election question. This week we give the 
closing part of the report relative to the Sabbath. 
It is gratifying to know that Elder A. is ready 
to meet all forms of objections to the ancient 
Sabbath of the Lord. And that, whilp it is his 
nature to treat opponents with kindness and lib-
erality of soul, he seems fired with the spirit of 
his mission to speak the truth of God, with all 
confidence. Elder AndreWs continues:— 

As soon as the meeting closed, I returned at 
once to the place where we were to stop for the 
night, at some little distance from the hall. In 
a few minutes who • should come in to converse, 
but the pastors of two of the principal national 
churches in that place. Indeed, one of these 
gentlemen is the superintendent over the na-
tional churches in this section, an office corres. 
ponding somewhat to that of bishop in the 
English national church. They had both been 
present in our meeting. This superintendent 
can speak English. He said he wished to know 
the object of our mission. I told him that I would 
answer his questions with the greatest pleasure ; 
that I had come to Europe to preach to the 
people upon the prophecies which indicate the 
speedy return of the Son of man, and also to 
preach in behalf of the Sabbath of the Lord 
which the great apostasy has trodden under foot. 
He said in reply that there is in Germany and 
Switzerland an extensive association •of ministers 
that are engaged in the study of the prophecies,' 
and that they are generally agreed that the 
coming of Christ must be near. He said that 
he was a member of this association. I asked him 
if he thought I had taught the people error in 
what I had said in his hearing. He said, " No ; 
cannot deny anything you have said, but would it 
not have been better to preach the gospel ? " I 
asked him if a description of the day of Judg-
ment was not a part of the preaching of the goi-
pel as we found it in the New Testament. He 
said, " Oh ! yes." 

Then I gave him quite a definite account of 
the Sabbath cause in America, and of the na-
ture of our work. This was what he wanted to 
know. Thenihe said if we keep the Sabbath we 
ought to keep the Jewish feasts. I told him 
that we recognized the obligation of the moral 
laW, but not that of the ceremonial, and I asked 
'him if he did not do the same thing, and in par-
ticular if he did not believe and teach that men 
should keep the ten commandments. He said, 
"Yes." Then I added that this very position 
constrained us as honest men to hallow the sev-
enth day, and that I was unable to see how he 
could honestly do otherwise. He replied, "Christ 
when he arose entered into his rest, and his rest 
must be our rest, and it is much superior to the 
seventh-day rest," etc. He spoke here at some 
length, and in an animated though good-natured 
manner. 

As soon as he paused, I told him that I had 
only one objection to offer, and that was that 
nothing of this kind was said in the Bible. He 
smiled, and then said, "But we have the apos-
tolic meetings upon this day to show that it is 
the right day." 'I answered that there was 
barely one such meeting in the book of Acts, 
and that though Luke is very particular when 
recording any act that is a custom to mark it as 
such (see Luke 1 : 8, 9 ; 2 : 27, 42 ; 4 : 16 ; 22 
39 ; Acts 16 : 13 ; 17 : 2 ; 18 4, and other places), 
he does not intimate that meetings on the first 
day were customary, though if they were such it 
was of the utmost importance that he should state 
the fact. It was therefore only a meeting 
caused by Paul's departure next morning. 

To this he made no reply, Only that there 
were some other texts which mention the first 
day. I referred him to 1 Cor. 16 : 2, as per-
haps the text he wanted. He then took out his 
Greek Testament to read the passage when I 
made this direct appeal to him : Does not 
"par heauto" signify that each individual was 
to lay apart by himself, and not to put his offer-
ings on that day into the public treasuary ? He 
was frank enough to own, what indeed it was 
impossible for him honestly to deny, that this 
text related to what each one should do at lipme. 
But, said he, the day itself is called " one of the 
Sabbaths." I asked him if he would translate 
it thus instead of the common translation " first-
day of the week " ? He said, "Yes." Then said 
I, If you translate it thus how do you know it is 
the first day that is intended ? He asked if I 
did not believe that the first day was here in-
tended. I told him I did, but that it had no 
Shbbatic character in this text, for that the He-
brews spoke of all' the days from one seventh.:  

day to another in this manner, as " the one of 
the Sabbaths," "the two of the Sabbaths," etc. 

I asked him if he was not aware that the best 
authorities confirmed this., He said,, "Nes," 
and dropped the, point. But,, said,  he, there is 
the Lord's day, and he quoted the Greek of 
Rev. 1 : 10., I replied, There is nothing in the 
connection nor in any other part of the Bible to 
show that Sunday is here intended, or that it 
has any right to that title, but there are many 
facts to prove that the seventh day is God's holy 
day, and the day Which Christ claims .  as his 
own. But, said he, " We have the, Christian fa- 
thers to prove that Lord's day is the proper ti- 
tle of Sunday." I told him that I had carefully 
examined all of the Christian fathers on this 
subject down to the Council of Nice, and that I 
have them now in my library at Neuchatel. I 
told him that no one of them gave Sunday this 
name till about two hundred years after the 
birth of Christ. And yet several of them speak 
of the day before that time, but only as Sunday 
or first-day. 

He referred to Barnabas. I told him that the 
epistle of Barnabas was spurious, and asked him 
if he did not think so. He assented to that view. 
But I said that he would find in Barnabas no sacred 
title for first-day, much less that of Lord's,  day. 
" Well," he said, " there are the writings of 
Papias." I said, Yes ; but Papias does not 
mention the first day, or even allude to it. 
"But," said he, "why was there not a violent 
controversy on this subject between the adhe-
rents of the two days ? " I told him that the 
apostasy was a gradual departure from God, 
like that which in the lapse of years elevated the 
pastors of the church of the Romans to claim 
supreme authority. I said to him that Sunday 
was a day of ordinary labor during the first three 
hundred years. At this point it was necessary 
that he should leave to take the cars. He acted 
like a gentlemen throughout our entire inter-
view, and never appeared in the slightest degree 
vexed. He invited me to call upon him, which 
perhaps I shall hereafter do. 

The other Pastor remained a little longer. I 
said to him, I will change the form of pastor E's 
question, and give it to you to answer. If the 
Sabbath was changed from the seventh to the 
first day by Christ, why do we never find the 
Jews laying this change of action to the charge 
of the apostles ? There is never a hint of con-
troversy between, them on this point. Can you 
explain this ? He thought the seventh-day was 
a point of no importance. I told him in God's 
sight it was important enough to be put into the 
ten commandments. But, said he, we can call 
Sunday the seventh day. I said, Yes ; but God 
has called the previous day by that name. I 
referred him to Luke 23 : 56 ; 24 : 1, to show 
him that the Sabbath according to the com-
mandment is the day preceding the first day of 
the week. I also referred him to James' state-
ment that he who violated one of the command-
ments becomes guilty of all. I said to him, I do 
not judge you, but I have very decided convic-
tions that you and all others should keep the 
Sabbath of the Lord. Here our interview end-
ed. This gentleman also was perfectly court-
eous throughout our entire conversation. Prob-
ably I cannot hope to lead either of them to the 
truth, but I do,believe they were made to see it 
and to feel its force. 

Elberfeld, ,Prussia, Feb. 15, 1875. 

Life of William Miller. 

THE following is continued from the Introduc-
tion to Sketches of the 'Christian Life and Pub-
lic Labors of William Miller, Gathered from his 
Memoir by the late Sylvester Bliss, and from 
Other Sources, by Elder James White. The 
compiler says :— 

We hold that the great .movement upon the 
second advent question,, which commenced with 
the writings and public lectures of William Mil-
ler, has been, in its leading features, in fulfill-
ment of prophecy. Consistent with this view, 
we also hold that in the providence of God Mr. 
Miller was raised up to do 'a specific work ; there-
fore to us the history of the important events in 
his Christian life and public labors possess pe-
culiar interest. 

It is true that Mr. Miller and his associates 
and numerous friend's were disappointed in the 
definite time of the second coming of Christ. 
And as might be expected from the nature of 
the case, those who have ,not sufficient interest,  
to investigate the subject, especially those who 
are opposed to the doctrine of the soon coming 
of the Redeemer, conclude that the second ad-
vent movement has been a fanatical mistake. 

Brit we take a more favorable view of this 
matter. We hold that Mr. Miller was correct 
in three of the four fundamental points of Ad- 

ventism, while on the fourth he was mistaken. 
But even this one mistake, viewed in the light 
of .Scripture and reason, does not in the least 
affect his general position. 

.1, Mr. Miller was correct in his views of the 
premillennial second appearing of Christ. 'No 
doctrine is more plainly stated and more fully 
sustained by the sacred Scriptures than the per-
sonal appearing and reign of Jesus Christ. And 
whatever maybe said of the views and labors of 
Mr:' Miller, this fact will not be denied, that 
very many ministers of the different denomina-
tiOns changed their views upon the millennium, 
renouncing the popular view of the conversion 
of the world, and the spiritual coming and reign 
of Jesus Christ. 

2. Mr. Miller was correct in his application of 
the prophetic symbols of Daniel and John. In 
this he is sustained by Protestant expositors 
generally. 

3. He was also correct in his exposition and 
application of the prophetic periods. The dates 
fixed upOn have stood the test of the most rigid 
criticism. And those Adventists who have 
changed to other dates have done so simply be-
cause of the passing by of the first periods of ex-
pectation. 

4. But Mr. Miller was mistaken in the event 
to occur at the close of the prophetic periods, 
hence his disappointment. In the case of the 
2300 days of Dan. 8, which period was the main 
pillar in his calculations, his error was in sup-
posing the earth to be the sanctuary of that 
prophecy, and that it was to be cleansed by the 
fires of the last day. 

The primary signification of the word sanc-
tuary is "a sacred place." Neither the earth, 
nor any portion of it, has been such a place 
since the fall of man, and the reign of Satan and 
of death began. The apostle's commentary up-
on the typical system, in his epistle to the He-
brews, points to two sacred places as the sanc-
tuary of Jehovah ; first, the typical tabernacle 
of the Jews ; and, second, the greater and more 
perfect tabernacle of which Christ is now minis-
ter in Heaven. For a full exposition of the 
subject of the sanctuary and the nature of its 
cleansing, see Thoughts on Daniel, by U. Smith, 
and The Sanctuary and Twenty-three Hundred 
Days, by J. N. Andrews. 

But other great men have made as grave mis-
takes relative to the event to occur at the close 
of the great periods of Daniel as Mr. Miller. 
These, however, are soon forgotten, while that of 
Mr. Miller is ever fresh in the public mind. The 
late learned Geo. Bush, Professor of Hebrew and 
Oriental Literature in the New York City Uni-
versity, in a letter addressed to Mr. Miller, and 
published in the Advent Herald for March, 
1844, made some very important admissions rel-
ative to his calculations of the prophetic times. 
Mr. Bush says 

"Neither is it to be objected, as I conceive, 
to yourself or your friends, that you have de-
voted much time and attention to the study of 
the chronology of prophecy, and have labored 
much to determine the commencing and closing 
dates of its great periods. If these periods are 
actually given by the Holy Ghost in the pro-
phetic books, it was doubtless with the design 

that they should be studied, and probably, in 
the end, fullf understood ; and no man is to be 
charged with presumptuous folly who reverently 
makes the attempt to do this. On this point, I 
have myself no charges to bring against you. 
Nay, I am even ready to go so far as to say that 
I do not conceive your errors on the subject of 
chronology to be at all of a serious nature, or, in 
fact, to be very wide of the truth. In taking a 
day as the prophetical term for a year, I believe 
you are sustained by the soundest exegesis, as 
well as fortified by the high names of Mede, Sir 
Isaac Newton, Bishop Newton, Kerby, Scott, 
Keith, and a host of others, who have long since 
come to subsiantially your conclusions on this 
head. They all agree that the leading periods 
mentioned by Daniel and John do actually ex-
pire ,about this age of the world and it would be a 
strange logic that would convict. you of heresy 
for holding in effect the same views which stand 
forth so prominent in the notices of these emi-
nent divines. Your error, as I apprehend; lies 
in another direction than your chronology." 

Here Prof. Bush speaks frankly and truth-
fully, and his words of candor and wisdom sus- 
tain the Adventists in that 'feature of their faith 
most objectionable to their opponents. But 
what was the event for which Mr. Bush looked 
to mark the termination of the 2300 days ? Let 
the following extract,frorn the same letter to Mr. 
Miller answer :— 

" You have entirely mistaken the nature of 

the events which are to occur when those periods 
have expired. This is the head and front of 
your expository offending. You have assumed  

that the close of the 2300 days of Daniel, for 
instance, is also the close of the period of human 
probation, that it is the epoch of the visible and 
personal second coming of Christ—of the resur-
rection of the .righteous dead, and of the dis-
solution of the preient mundane system. The 
great event before the' world 'is not its physical 

Conflagration, but its moral regeneration. Al-

though there is doubtless a sense in which Christ 
may be said to come in connection with the pass-
ing away of the fourth empire and of the Otto-
man power, and his kingdom to be illustriously 
established, yet that would be fciund to be a 
spiritual' coming in the power of his gospel, in 
the ample outpouring of his Spirit, and the glor: 
ions administration of his providence. 

EYidently, Mr. Bush looked for the conver-
sion of the world as the event to mark the ter-
mination of ,the 2300 days. Both Mr. Miller 
and Mr. Bush were right on the time question, 
and both were mistaken in the event to occur at 
the close of the great periods. Mr. Miller held 
that the world would 'be regenerated by fire, 
and Mr. Bush, by the gospel, at the end of the 
2300'days. The conversion-of-the-world theory 
of Mr. Blish has had the terrible test of the last 
thirty-two years of apostasy, spiritual darkness, 
and crime. This period has been noted by de-
partures from the faith of the gospel, and apos-
tasies from the Christian religion. Infidelity in 
various forms, especially in the name of spirit-
ualism, has spread over the Christian world with 
fearful rapidity, while the dark record of crime 
has been blackening since Prof. Bush addressed 
his letter to Wm. Miller. If this be the com-
mencement of the temporal millennium, may 
the Lord save us from the ballance. Both these 
great men mistook the event to terminate the.  
2300 days. And why should Mr. Miller be 
condenined for his mistake, and Mr. Bush be 
excused for his unscriptural conclusion 1 In 
the name of reason and justice we plead that 
while the Christian world excuse Prof. Bush for 
his mistake, professedly pious men and women 
will not too severely censure Mr. Miller for his. 

Christian Union. 

WORDS among the churches of the present 
day, seem to have lost their significance. The 
Lord God of Israel told his people they would 
be holy if they kept his commandments. Now 
we find professors of religion boasting of the 
highest type 'of " holiness " who openly break 
God's commandments. And more, they teach 
that obedience to 'the whole law of God is a 
hindrance 'to holiness ! A more marked case of ' 
putting darkness for light was never known 
among any people. Again, the Lord command-
ed his people to be of one mind, to speak the 
same thing, and to keep the unity of the spirit 
in the bond of peace. Of late they have sought 
for union on a different basis. Not to be united 
in spirit, in judgment, in doctrine, and in word, 
but to be united in personal courtesies, in mere 
outside civilities, and this they call " union of 
Christians ! " For what more than courtesy, or 
expediency, is a union which leaves each party 
with all their sectarianisms complete ? What 
does such a union amount to ? 

Of late many who profe'ss to be Adventists 
have talked long and loud about this union. 
They try by every means to coalesce with de-
nominations whom they profess to think enter-
tain the most grievous errors. With far more 
show of consistency the denominations often 
hold them off, and refuse to recognize them. 
We have lately seen some notable instances of 
this. 

But now comes the last and least-looked-for 
move toward "union." It is of the factions 
claiming to be Advent believers in parts of New 
England. Eld. H. Pratt, in the Crisis of March 
3,. thus expresses himself, and quotes as fol-

lows :— 
"THE SCALES FALLING. 

" In Springfield, Mass., where the cause has 
been bleeding for years by division, a new era 
seems to be (fawning. The old path of oneness, 
unity in Christ, apparently is being sought out. 
God help to find it. And if unity in Christ can 
be effected in Springfield, among Adventists, 
then why not in other places ?, The following 
from the Springfield _Republican of Feb. 13, 
1875, is the true outlook for to-day :— 

" It is well known that, of late years, the 
sect' of Adventists has been broken up into sec-
tions, there being. three of these represented . 
in this city, known as old-school Adventists, " 
"age to come Adventists, " and "non-resurrec-
tionists"; and the same division has existed 
throughout the denomination, to some extent. 
Recently, however, a movement has taken place 
in'this city toward the union of these different 
branches for evangelical work, which reached 
its conclusion, last evening, in the formation,  of 
the Springfield Adventists Union, composed of 
the old-school and age-to-comeists, the others 
holding themselves aloof, for the present, but 
with some prospect of eventuallycoming.m.' " 
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The Work in Europe. 
ir. 

ELDER ANDREWS has a very interesting 
account of his labors in Europe, given in the 
Review for March 18, 1875, under the head-
ing, The Work in, Europe, from which we 
take the following concerning the results of 
adyertiiing. He writes from Yrussia :— 

I will now state the result of advertising 
in the .Journal de Geneve, so far as that re-
sult has been reached. My, call was addressed 
to those who observe the seventh day as the 
Sabbath, or who are interested to examine 
the subject. 

The first response was from a professor of 
languages in one,of the institutions at Geneva. 
He is a first-day man, and in response to his 
letter, I addressed him a communication in be-
half of the seventh day, and sent him Some 
Sabbath publications. 

My second letter was from a. gentleman 
who stated that he was proprietor of an ex-
tensive watch factory in Geneva. He also 
is a first-day man. He wrote me that he 
finds ,it difficult to establish the sacredness of 
the, Christian Sabbath in the minds of his 
Workmen, and asked counsel as to the proper 
course. I responded by showing him that 
the difficulty lies in the nature of the institu-
tion ; that if he would return to the Sabbath 
which God ordained, he would find the author- 
ity of God's law to back it up, whereas now 
he has nothing but a human institution and 
no-greater authority to move the conscience 
than the authority.  of man. I sent him also 
publications on the Sabbath. 	, . 

My : third letter is from a gentleman of 
Geneva who states that himself and his family 
are adherents to the seventh-day doctrine, 
and that he desires to enter into communica-
tion with me upon the subject. In signing 
his name he styles himself " maitre imprim-
eur," meaning, if I understand the term, 
foreman of a printing'office. I have written 
this gentleman froin this place, but have not 
yet had time for his reply. But to get 
knowledge of this seventh-day family in Ge-
neva gives me no little joy. 

My fourth letter is from a gentleman; also 
a resident of Geneva, who thinks " le Di-
manche," that is, Sunday, the day to be hal-
lowed, but he wishes publications. I shall 
write him at once, and send him what publi-
cations I can. But alas ! my stock is almost 
exhausted. 

My fifth letter -is in English, though from 
the name and the style I am sure' that the 
writer isa, Frenchman. He also is a resident 
of Geneva. The penmanship is very beauti-
ful. I omit the first sentence it is so warmly 
expressed. The remainder of the letter reads 
thus  

" Having just read your appeal inserted in 
the Journal de Geneve, I hasten to let you 
know that my wife and myself, are observers 
of the divine command relative to the sev-
enth-day rest, and desirous to see it fully ob-
served. Therefore, we are quite -willing to 
hear from you any communication on this 
most important subject. May the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, bless your gospel mis-
sion to Europe. 

" Yours respectfully, 	M. de C." 
I have just written to this gentleman con-

cerning our sacred work, and given him quite 
a full account of the Sabbath-keepers through-
out the, world. These five letters are all 
that I have thus far received in response to 
my advertisement. But two of these letters 
are from seventh-day families ! If it please 
God, I shall very soon after my return to 
Neuchatel visit these Geneva friends. These 
things greatly . interest our friends here in 
Prussia. 

The writer 'gives his experience in holding 
evening lectures in Hidden, Prussia, in the 
paragraphs that follow :— ' 

The only hall that could be obtained is a 
large hall in the second story of a hotel. 
There is a custom connected with such halls 
that I did not know. 	is in good ,order to 
drink beer and to smoke while listening to 
the speaker. The first intimation that I had 
of this was when entering the hall I saw that 
four rows of tables extended the entire length 
of that large hall, and that the chairs were 
placed by the side of these tables, and on each 
table was a match case. A good congrega-
tion assembled, very intelligent in appear-
ance, and they were very well dressed. Be-
fore our services commenced, a waiter handed 
about beer, and he renewed this from time to 
time daring the meeting ! 'Moreover, a con-
siderable number smoked during the service ! 
The reader will say, perhaps, that it would 
have served them right had I turned away 
and left them. But it was this place or none. 
Paul says, " Instant in season, out of season." 
If this was not a good place, it was at least a 
poor one, and this was better than none at 
all. But now I will say that these people 
paid the strictest attention I could never 
turn my eye to any part of the hall in which  

I did not see every eye fixed steadfastly upori 
me. And when prayer was offered by Bro. 
Ertzenberger at the commencement and at 
the close, every person stood up and remained 
motionless. .We had a very solemn meeting, 
and God gave great freedom in speaking. 

The meeting next evening was at a private 
house. Here the smokers came again, though 
they ceased to smoke on coming in. But to 
see men sit before you with pipes about four 
feet long' is a strange sight. As some Of 
them seemed possessed of fair mental powers, 
I' watched them to detect some tinge of shame 
for having such implements of folly in their 
hands. But I looked in vain. These per-
sons smoke during their entire waking hours. 
I am told that they take their pipes with 
them to their beds, and smoke as they lie 
down to sleep ! Tobacco is the god they 
worship ; or rather, their base appetite is 
their god, and the tobacco is the, incense 
which they burn to the demon they worship. 
The Sabbath truth is too pure to dwell in the, 
same heart with this ,vile weed; and it is no 
small witness to this that our German Sab-
bath-keepers are wholly clear from tobacco. 

I cannot close without mentioning a very 
interesting item that appeared in the Ger-' 
man papers of last week. It is this : That a 
few days since there died,  at Prague, in Bo-
hemia, a Sabbatarian, aged one hundred and 
five years. From , some cause he has been 
very highly honored by the last two Austrian 
emperors, and at their request has visited 
them both in their palaces. The papers say 
that this man was the last of the sect of Sab-
bath-keepers. I do not believe this state-
ment; for though Sabbath-keepers have al-
ways been in a minority, God has always 
had these -witnesses to his truth, and though 
their enemies have wished them to die out, 
and have thought from age to age that they 
would, they have thus far waited in vain. - 

J. N: ANDREWS. 
Elberfeld, 'Prussia, Feb. 21, 1875. 

Pendleton, Oregon. 

WE have now been holding meetings in 
this place three weeks. We can report no 
definite result, more than a good interest to 
hear and some are favorable to the truth. 
We had our first Sabbath meeting yesterday. 
About a dozen were out, and the meeting 
was one that gave us some hopes of a good 
result. 

To-day Elder Homer, Methodist, spoke 
against- us on the nature of the soul. He 
speaks again this evening on the Parable of 
the Rich Man, and Lazarus. Judging from 
his course.  to-day, I think his effort will help 
on our cause, as I have already presented 
this subject to the people. His effort will 
serve to wake up the people to an investiga-
tion of the subject, which we are sure will' 
work favorably for our cause. ' 

We have sold about $28.00 worth of books, 
beside ten pictures of the Way of Life. The 
school teacher,' a man of good education and 
ability, who has heretofore been a skeptic, 
acknowledges now-that his skepticism is all 
gone. 

My ,prayer is that the Lord' will give grace 
to carry the meeting through to his glory, 
and that the standard of truth may be raised 
here and held up till the Lord conies. 

I. D. VAN HORN. 

Calls for Help. 

ELDER ISAAC SANBORN of the 'Wisconsin 
Conference writes from Baraboo, Wis., Feb. 
24, 1875, under the heading of The Calls for 
Help :— 

"A few weeks ago, I put a notice in the 
Review without qualification, requesting any, 
one who wanted preaching in his locality to 
write to me. Within ten days I have re-
ceived twenty letters calling for help ; one 
from New Jersey ; three from Illinois ; five 
from Iowa; five from Wisconsin; the rest 
from Kansas, Dakotah, Nebraska, and New 
York. And I consider most all of them 
good openings. But where are the conse-
crated men to fill these calls.? Truly the 
harvest is great, and the laborers are few. 
Why should we not pray the Lord of the 
harvest to send forth laborers into his harvest ? 
I notice that several of these calls are the re-
sult of an interest awakened by reading a 
tract or a trial volume of the Review, which 
has caused the readers to see light in God's 
word. Some have already commenced keep-
ing the Sabbath, and are calling for preach-
ing. May the Lord send them the living 
preacher soon." 

A " LITTLE philosophy, " said Bacon, " 
men's minds to Atheism, but depth 

in philosophy bringeth men's minds about to 
religion." 

Patience. 

" IN your patience posess ye your souls." 
It is the duty of Christians to manifest the 
grace of patience under all circumstances. 
Not only is this clear from'the injunction in 
the, above text, but Peter, in giving us his 
great problem of addition in the Christian 
graces (2 Pet. 1 : 6), says, "Add to temper-
ance, patience." As much as to say, be tem-
perate because it will be difficult for you to 
be patient unless you are temperate. Tem-
perance is defined by Webster, " Habitual 
moderation in regard to the indulgence of the 
natural 'appetites and phssions." 

Applying the above definition to eating 
and drinking, we may say that the excessive 
use of ,food,,that is of itself healthful when 
taken in proper quantities, will overburden 
the nervous system and become a source of 
nervous irritation to be manifested in the 
impatient words or manner of the excessive 
eater 

So, also, one may exhaust nervous energy 
by overwork, and under a pressure. of care 
loose that power of self-control that steady 
nerve and calm reflection would insure. 
With one thus overworked, and carrying a 
greater burden than is meet, work will not 
only be improperly done, but under circum-
stances of perplexity, their work will be 
liable to be marked with words and acts of 
impatience. 

During the few weeks past, while released 
from publiclabor, I have been looking, over 
my life, especially in California, and I have 
some things to say relative to the bearing of 
the above principles on my own case. I have, 
in many instances, been intemperate in la-
bor. I have gone many times beyond my 
strength; and, at such times, with nervous 
power exhausted, I haVe not moved with 
that calm reflection becoming a 'minister' of 
Christ. Words of impatience, savoring too 
much of scolding, have been spoken •by me, 
under such circumstances., This is true rela-
tive to two or three instances in connection 
with our last camp-meeting. This was all 
wrong. I ask of those who witnessed it for-
bearance. I do not ask you to excuse the 
wrong under the plea of overwork. Wrong 
is wrong. 

I am resolved, by the Lord's help, to be 
temperate in labor for the future, not only in 
amount of labor, but in kind ; leaving that 
which can be done to better advantage by 
others than myself for them to do, and 
calmly and patiently doing what the Lord 
would have me to do. 

J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH. 

Two Ways of Giving. 

RECENTLY, a man in Worcester, Mass., has 
died, bequeathing to the city $250,000 for 
the establishment of a city hospital. The be-
quest did not involve sacrifice on the part of 
the giver. The money was designed for this 
object, whgn it could no longer be retained in 
the hands of the owner. The will is contest-
ed; an expensive lawsuit will follow; the 
eyes of the lawyer will stand out with fatness ; 
hard feelings will be engendered; very possi-
bly the testator himself will be abused by both 
sides, to make him turn in his grave ; at last, 
possibly, many years hence the property, or 
what is left of it, will go towards the designed 
object ; but more likely the bequest will prove 
futile and the will be broken. It is always 
the instinct of a jury to decide for the natural 
heirs, and against a corporation. Nothing is 
so easy as to prove the insanity of a man, af-
ter he is dead, especially if he has left his prop-
erty in a manner not expected or desired by 
his relations. 

Within a few days, an honored citizen of 
Philadelphia, has died. We do not learn that 
he made any bequests. Indeed, we presume 
he had nothing to leave. While he was in 
the enjoyment of life and health he gave to a 
hospital in. West Philadelphia the large lot of 
land on which the hospital stands, devoted 
through all the time to the relief of the dis-
tressed, of whatever creed, race, or color. 
The lot has risen in value, and now is worth 
at least $150,000 ; perhaps more. He, further 
bound himself to raise $100,000 towards the 
endowment. This amount he reached and 
exceeded. He was permitted to see the hos-
pital erected, dedicated, and occupied. He 
heard the thanks of those whose woes were 
alleviated. After enjoying a few months of 
the purest pleasure which the great God per-
mits to man, he departed in peace from within 
the walls, which speak of his truly Christian 
enterprise, of his grand design, and of the 
work completed within his lifetime. Shall 
we insult the common sense of our readers 
by asking the question, which of these two 
ways of giving most commends itself ? If we 
have anything to do for God, for man, let us 
do it; let us do it now; let us do it to—day. 
Let us not put off the doing of it till after we  

are in our graves. Let us allow ourselves 
the pleasure of seeing it done, of knowing that. 
it is done, done in the best way, and of seeing 
its results. Let us sit under the shade of the 
tree that we ourselves have planted, and let• 
us, if it pleases God, taste of its ripened fruit.. 
—National Baptist. 

It's No Use. 

IT is said that a country woman went into. 
a store on Hanover St., Boston, one day, and 
putting four dollars on the counter, remarked 
to a clerk : "There ; fourteen years ago—
'twill be fifteen this fall—I bought something 
next door, and gave them a dollar bill; but 
they couldn't give me the change, so they 
sent a boy into the next shop, and hebrought 
me back the change for five dollars instead of ' 
One. I took it, but 'taint no use ; I ain't 
going to keep it any longer ; so there it is, all' 
back again." And before the astonished clerk 
had time to make any inquiries, she was gone. 

'Poor woman. • She had endured fourteen 
years of trouble for a single sin, and at last 
had to confess and make restitution. It was 
well that she had courage and grace to do it. 
finally. 

We heard of an old gray-headed man who- - 
took a returned missionary aside one day,. 
and confessed to him how fifty years before,. 
when they were boys together he picked up,  
and kept a quarter of a dollar which the mis-
sionary lost, and tried in vain to -find. " I 
have carried the load on my conscience," said 
he, " for fifty years, and I would not carry it 
fifty years longer for the whole world." And 
in he paid him back a silver dollar, and 
begged that he would forgive the sin com-
mitted so long ago. 

It is of " no use " to sin. If you have done 
wrong, make it right, and the, quicker you 
do it, the better ; life is uncertain ; time is 
short, sin is a heavy load here, but it will be 
heavier still to bear it before the Judgment-
seat of Christ. Make haste, then, to get rid 
of every sin ; fly to Christ for pardon and for 
peace, and make ready to stand accepted and 
blameless in the Judgment day that is "near 
and hasteth greatly. "=Sel. 

Limit your Wants. 

LORD BOLINGBROKE, in his reflections upon 
Exile," says : " Our natural and.  real wants 
are confined to narrow bounds, while those 
which fancy and custom create are confined 
to none." Young men who are just entering 
upon life, and forming habits which are likely 
to adhere to them to its close, will do well to 
treasure up in memory these true and instruc-
tive words of one of England's finest writers 
and most philosophic statesmen : " Our natu-
ral and real wants are confined to narrow 
bounds." It is surprising how little it is 
that is absolutely essential to man's existence, 
and, if he will take an intelligent and consid-
erate view of life, to his comfort and happi-
ness. Intellectual enjoyments are 'compara-
tively cheap.. The cultivation of the mind, 
which affords the highest and the only en-
during satisfaction, can be pursued on an in--
come quite insignificant for the supply of lux-
uries. Our physical wants are very few, if 
we preserve our tastes simple, as they are 
by nature. To eat, to drink, to exercise, to 
sleep, to keep•warm, and to be sheltered : a 
small sum- will supply all these necessities. 
The pleasures which are pure, and which 
tend to our improvement, are within the 
reach of almost everyone. But, the wants 
which fancy and custom Create, as Locd. 
Bolingbroke well says, are ' confined to no 
bounds. It is against these that young men 
on the threshold 'of life should sedulously 
guard. Beware of luxurious and expensive 
habits. The gratification of them may cost 
you much of the labor and time which, if 
given to intellectual cultivation, would be far 
more conducive to happiness, It is easy to 
'do without that which you have never in-
dulged in. It is hard to leave off habits, 
however extravagant and absurd. When . 
you are to decide about adopting a mode or 
style of living, consider well whether it is 
certain that, without inconvenience, you will 
be able always to preserve it. The only safe 
rule is, to keep your wants within narrow 
bounds.—Sel. 

A CHRISTIAN lady writes, asking, " Do 
church tea-parties glorify God ?" She says a 
lady belonging to a certain church gave a 
ticket to a Catholic, her dress-maker, for one 
of these festivals. She attended, and her 
friend afterward,  asked her candid opinion of 
the affair. The Catholic said she was de-
lighted with it, but to tell the truth, she 
never would have thought that it was a 
Methodist gathering, or indeed, a religious 
gathering of any kind. How careful :the 
church needs to be about expedients em-
ployed, lest there be a deadly influence.—Sel. 
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coth gepartmat. 
" Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest 

prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth." 
-3 John 2. 

Bible Hygiene. 

THE Bible, from the earliest record of man's 
creation in Genesis, to the closing Revelation 
which brings to view his triumphant redemp-
tion, exalts man as 

THE GLORY OF THE CREATOR. 

This is seen in the words of Jehovah to 
his Son, in the beginning, " Let us make man 
in our image; after our likeness ;" and it is 
no less •apparent in the declaration in the last 
book of the Bible from the four and twenty 
elders, as they worship at the throne of Heav-
en, " Thou art worthy, 0 Lord, to receive 
glory, and honor, and power ; for thou hast 
created all things, and for thy pleasure they 
are and were created." 

Whether it was man's moral character, his 
physical form, or both, that was made in the 
likeness of God, we leave with theologians to 
discuss. In either case, we -  behold man, as 
expressed in David's song of praise to the 
beneficent Creator, " Thou bast crowned him 
with glory and honor ; thou madest him to 
have dominion over the work of thy hands. 
O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy name 
in all the earth." The goodness of God in 
creation, in the gift of his Son for the re-
demption of fallen man, and in the ministra-
tions of holy angels and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, through which his word has been • re-
vealed, is feebly expressed in these words of 
the beloved John, " God is love." 

The record of his creation, his ample pro-
visions and glorious surroundings in Eden, 
fully attest the love of God to man, and the 
glory he would confer upon him in this life. 
" And the Lord God formed man of the dust 
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life, and man became a living 
soul. And the Lord God planted a garden 
eastward in Eden, and there he put the man 
whom he had formed. And out of the 
ground •made the Lord God to grow every 
tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good 
for food." 

LABOR A BLESSING. 

Man was formed for activity. " And the 
Lord God took the man, and put him in the 
garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it" 
It was the design of the Creator that he 
should derive his chief delights of existence 
from thoSe pursuits that would demand phys-
ical and mental action. Before sin entered 
happy Eden, the representatives of the race 
were put into the garden, "to dress it and to 
keep it," where their minds could trace, in a 
thousand varied forms, the perfections and 
power of the divine creative hand. In the 
estimation of God, and his Son, and of the 
holy. angels; labor was honorable and for the 
good of man, even for sinless hands in holy 
Eden. 	 • 

After the transgression, God said to Adam, 
" Cursed be the ground for thy sake." The 
earth was cursed in consequence of Adam's 
sin. But the fact that he was to eat his 
bread by the sweat of his face was not the 
curse. Increased labor was simply a conse-
quence which was for his best good in his 
fallen condition. 

" God is love." We must not view the 
curse in the light of retaliation on the part 
of the gracious Creator. We call in question 
that lazy theology that makes work. the sum 
'of the curse, and looks forward to the time 
when immaterial spirits shall go to an im- 
material Heaven to get rid of work, and sit 
on the edge of a cloud and sing hallelujahs to 
all eternity. 

But labor, first instituted in holy Eden, is 
for man's best good in his fallen condition out 
of Eden. And as for the future, give us the 
tangible inheritance of the saints, in light, in 
the earth redeemed from the curse, and hap-
py Eden .restored upon it again. There the 
redeemed, in all the gladness of immortal life 
will enjoy the delights of activity of body 
and mind in a world of inexhaustible variety, 
bearing the impress of both the creating and 
the redeeming hand. 

GOD IS LOVE. 

And in love he created our first parents, 
and richly endowed them with physical and 
mental power. This was for the glory of the 
Creator, and the happiness of the creature, 
than. God is the author of life, health, 
strength, and true happiness. Death, sick-
ness, sorrow, physical • and moral wretched-
ness, are the legitimate offspring of the trans-
gression of moral and natural law instituted 
by the divine Author of all good. 

t‘ God is love." He is not the author of 
sickness, sorrow, and death. , In.  a general 
sense, sickness is no more a necessity than  

sin. At a funeral, a sensible minister once 
made the startling assertion that it was a dis-
grace to die. He did.  not mean that death 
was avoidable at a good old age ; but that its 
existence, even in ripe age, was, (the result of 
the first great transgression on the part of the 
representatives of the dying race. And 'he 
might leave added that premature 'death, in 
childhood, youth, Or in the strength 'of middle 
life, was the result of continued transgression. 

"God is love." He is hot the author Of 
our -woes. • And it is a stupid reflection upon 
the divine character to lay our sicknesses, 
pains, bereavements, tears, and sorrows, to the 
mysterious dealings of his providential_ hand. 
It may, however, be fashionable, on funeral 
occasions, for ministers, in their words. of 
condolence to, the bereaved, to charge., the 
progress of disease and the ravages of death, 
in those who should live to bless society, to 
the wise dealing's of the loving Disposer of 
events. They may gravely state that for very 
good and *Wise reasons, he has removed dear; 
friends from us by death. ' Fashion and cus-
tom may dress and decorate corpses Of the 
youth with muslin and flowers. Taste -and 
expense may adorn our cemeteries with the 
sculpture of art, and the glory of- nature ; yet 
we hear the voice of revelation and of reason 
declaring •that death is the reward of sin; and 
.is man's dreaded foe. Poets may sing :— 

" Why do we mourn for dying friends? 
Or shake at death's alarm? 

' Tis but the voice that Jesus sends, 
To call them to his arms.'  

" Why should we start, and fear to die? 
What tim'rous worms we mortals are ! 

Death is the gate to endless joy, 
And yet we dread to enter there." 

And yet 'the great apostle, when speaking 
off the resurrection of the just to the joys of 
eternal life, says, " The last enemy that shall 
be destroyed is death." 1 Cor. 15 : 26. 

" God is rove." And his revealed will re-
lates to "man's well-being in this life, as well 
as to that which is to come. God does not 
take •pleasure •in the miseries of this mortal 
state. He delights in the happiness of obedi-
ent intelligences in this world, as well as in 
the future joys of the redeemed in the world 
that is to come. The Bible teaches how to 
live so as to enjoy that health and happiness 
in this life, favorable to securing eternal life. 
True godliness does not neglect the laws of 
our present being, and dimly view only the 
immortal existence. It is profitable unto all 
things. It gives promise of the life that now 
is, and of that which is to come. 

The religion of the Bible was not intended 
simply as a garment to put on, to cover moral 
and physical impurities. It was designed to 
convert the entire man, soul, body, and spirit, 
that he might be pure within and without. 
That bogus piety which would give licenses to 
consecrated gluttony, devoted lust, and sanc-
tified filthiness, is simply a burlesque upon 
the religion of the Bible. 	. J. w. 

Ministers' vs. Tobacco. 

IT seems that the clergy are really awaking, 
at last, to something like a proper sense of the, 
necessity for raising their voices against a 
habit which threatens to exterminate, the 
race unless some measures can be adopted to 
stay its progress and rescue its victims. Min-
isters can do more to aid 'the anti-tobacco re-
form than any other class. They have a pow-
erful hold upon the moral characters of their 
followers, and can exercise a mighty influence 
in instilling into their minds sound physio-
logical principles aswell as moral truths. 
But in no way can clergymen accomplish so 
much in this direction as by a correct exam-
ple. It would be of very little avail for a 
preacher to declaim against tobacco in the 
pulpit when half his congregation were accus-
tomed to meet him in the street with a cigar 
in his mouth. 

At a•recent meeting 'of Methodist minis-
ters in New York, the subject of tobacco was 
considered, especially its relation to the min-
istry. A paper on the subject was read by 
Dr. True. A city journal gives the follow-
ing brief account of ,the essay together with 
subsequent rema'rk's 	 ;. 

" Besides the Well-worn arguments touch-
ing its unhealthiness and uncleanness, it con-
tained many excellent suggestions drawn from 
its effect upon the minds of • .public speakers 
and writers.. It ,destroys the logical:faculties 
and tends to make such men very superficial. 
The pernicious effect which the habit has on 
the young' who,are so fond of imitation, and 
its hindrance to, growth in grace ,were made 
prominent reasons for breaking off the use of 
the weed. 

" The Rev. Mr. Corbitt, who is recognized 
as the ChAmpib'ri -  chewer, was" iin'riimously 
called to respond to ,the essay. He did so, 
and entered his solemn•protest, founded on' 
many years' experience, against the use of to; 
bacco in any form. He did not feel called 
upon to sacrifice the attempt  to  

give up the habit himself ; but if he bad his 
life to live over .again he ,worad not touch, 
taste, or handle it. These remarks, so unex-
pected from such a quarter, were received 
with applause." 

The Rev. Mr. Corbitt, certainly deserves 
credit for his frank acknowledgement of the 
harmful nature of tobacco ; but 	much 
more good he might accomplish by resolutely 
discarding the filthy weed and asserting his 
liberty from,  the bondage which has so long 
enslaved him. His fears of dying are ground-
less. Many a man has done the thing before, 
and never one died for want of tobacco. He 
would doubtless feel as though,his dissolu-
tion was close at hand, but he would certain-
ly survive, and his usefulness would be im-
measurably increased. 

The Illinois Methodist Conference recently 
adopted the following resolution Which au-
gurs well'for that denomination as evincing 
their appreciation of one of the great truths 
which reformers have been for years advo-
cating :— 

" Resolved, That in view of the fact of the 
great expensiveness and filthiness of tobacco, 
and of the fact that tobacco belongs to the 
same class of poisons 'and conduces to strong 
drink, we urge upon all our laymen to ab• 
stain from its use ; we recommend that all 
young men admitted to the conference at 
this important point in life forego its use; 
and we suggest that the example of presiding 
elders using it is extremely hurtful. 

Dr. Talmage, also, who has so long been a 
vigorous supporter of the total abstinence 
cause, declares himself an opponent of tobac-
co in every shape; and this, notwithstanding 
the recent demonstration by Rev. Mr. Spur-
geon, who is a contributor to his paper. 

Tobacco-using is adverse to piety, whether 
ministers or laymen indulge in it ; and the 
wonder is that Christian ministers have been 
so long in finding out that the narcotic weed 
is one of their most powerful enemies. A 
narcotized Christian is not likely to be a very 
energetic one.—Health Reformer. 

,(1  two and itiottltaity. 
• 

"MEN'S hearts failing them for fear, and for looking 
after those things which are coming on the earth." 
Luke 21 : 26. 

—Large Washouts, caused by the rapidly 
melting snows of the Humboldt Mountains, 
are reported along the railroad near Hum-
boldt Wells and Toana. Trains run slowly 
over many dangerous places, while men walk-
ed ahead to examine the track, and were de-
layed several hours for the rebuilding of 
places. where the track had been carried 
away. 

—It is reported by missionaries laboring 
in Russia that the existing demand for Bi-
bles in that country is greater than can be 
supplied at present. Ten thousand copies of 
the New Testament have been disposed of 
within a short time, and another edition is 
in press. The British and Foreign Bible So-
ciety has circulated 27,000 volumes of the 
Finnish Bible during, the past year. The 
_Greek Church, in marked contrast to that of 
Rome, shows much cordiality toward efforts 
for the spread of the Scriptures. Monks are 
frequently engaged in the work, and Bible 
book shops are connected with many of the 
monasteries. The last few years have seen 
a new impetus given to missions in the Rus-
sian Church. The Czar is president of the 
National Missionary Society;  the chief fields 
of which are in Kamschatka, Siberia, the 
Caucasus and China. 

—The number of Jews in New York is reck-
oned at' 50,000. They have two synagogues 
valued at $500,000 each, and the ark in one 
cost $70,000. 	' 	• ' 	 • 

—Nearly 1,000 families of Mennonites it 
is expected will soon arrive in Canada from 
Russia. They. have chosen Manitoba for 
their future residence, and have commissioned 
an agent to buy for them several thousand 
head of cattle in the West. There has been 
a large immigration of this people to the 
-United States during the past two years, the 
number being,estimated at 6,000 persons ,or 
1,200 families. 

SAD FACTS.—The superintendent of the 
Liverpool workhouse states, in his recent re-
port, that eighteen out, of every twenty-seven 
persons sent to the workhouse were suffering 
from delirium tremens. , 

,One' of the physicians of Bellvue Hospital 
recently informed me that at leagt two4hirds 
of all the patients treated at that institution, 
Were 'suffering from the effects of alcohol. 

It is well known that at least nine-tenths 
of all the crimes committed are due 'to the 
influence of liquor. 

Who will say, in the face of these facts,  

that the sale ofalcohol should not be as strin-
gently prohibited as that of arsenic, strych-
nia,:prussic acid,t or .any other'.'1.ioison.", 

FIVE cardinals have lately been created 
by the Pope ; among them 'Archbishop Mc-
Closkey of the United States. 

- 	• 	, 

Great Guns. 

• 

THE CANNON OF. THE FUTURE-HOW THE MIL-
LENNIUM•MAY BE BROUGHT AROUND., 

THE London Standard says : England is 
now building a ship to carry 24 inches of - 
armor, and she is making a gun which will 
be 81 tons in 	It .weight.may be said here 
is proof of England's superiority. Unques-
tionably the ship is splendidly designed. So 
also is the gun, which we are to have ready 
some time about, next July, and which will 
'doubtless turn out to be a wonderful weapon. 
Artillerist's speak of the coming monster as 
an "awful gun." Crowds assemble at the 
forge whenever oneof the huge coils is to be 
pummelled by the new steam-hammer at 
Woolwich Arsenal. Even in the making of 
the 38-ton guns, masses of iroeweighing 28 
tons;  at a welding heat, have to be laid under 
the hammer. 

For the larger gun an incandescent mass 
of 45 tons has to be fetched out of the fire, 
and duly hammered„ The furnace has the 
capacity of a,  cottage,, and the tongs by which 
the glowing cylinder is lifted out of its burn- 
ing bed weighs no less than 30 tons. A 
steam crane bears the whole weight of tongs 
and coil, and everything proceeds without 
accident or hitch of any kind. At night the 
sight is truly grand, and well repays those 
who take the trouble to be present. Other 
nations are not likely to be blind to the ad- 
vantage which accrues from the possession of 
guns exceptionally powerful. Already it is 
knoWn that steel tubes are being made, hay:-
ing a diameter six inches greater than that 
of the tube of the ,81-ton gun. These tubes 
may be intended for the lining of the Amer-
ican smooth-bore guns, which are to be con- 
verted into rifles. Possibly they are for the 
use of the French Government, or for -the 
Italian. At all events such masses of steel 
are being made, and 'are destined to play 
some part in connection with foreign artillery. 
Most certainly the appearance of a 100-ton 
muzzle-loading gun among foreign armaments 
is by no means a remote contingency. 

But what are we prepared to do? As-
suredly the great steam4iammer at Woolwich 
Arsenal can accomplish something more for 
us than the making of an 81-ton gun, big as 
that undoubtedly will be, with its bore of 
16 inches in diameter and 24 feet in length, 
firing a projectile weighing 1,600 pounds, 
propelled by 300 pounds of powder, the range 
of the weapon being seven miles. All this 
is very formidable, but it is not by any 
means all that can be _' done. We may double 
the weight of the gun making it 160 tons, 
having a calibre of 20 inches and a bore of 
at least thirty feet. This would be a mag-
nificent piece of ordinance ; but even then 
there would be something beyond, and' why 
should we stop short of that which must be 
gained at some period or other ? 

'Let us contemplate the further step at once. 
Why not have a gun with a bore of 24 inches 
=simply 2 feet? The weight would be 275 
tons, the charge of powder would be 1,000 
pounds, the weight of the projectile nearly 
two tons and a half, and the range eight or 
nine miles! This is not a mere dream, but 
a perfectly practicable piece of work. The 
cost would probably be a trifle less than £100 
per ton, or about 125,000 for the entire 
piece. In weight of projectile such a gun 
would be something more than a 5,000-pound-
er. Perhaps when we had made such a 
weapon we might think we had gone far 
enough. As for armor, the projectile of the 
275-ton gun would possibly penetrate three 
feet with a corresponding backing. As we 
showed sometime ago, Dr. Collis Browne 
modelled a ship which shall actually carry 
three feet of armor. This armor would also 
be presented at a slope, so that our 5,000-
pounder would have its work to.do. , As for 
cost, there is the consideration that one such 
gun will give results as no number of smaller 
guns could accomplish. The Inflexible sheath-
ed in 'part with two feet of armor, will 
carry four 81-ton guns, costing 
each. Her four guns, therefore, wit8,0c0o0st 
more than one 275-ton gun. Yet how would 
such a vessel as the Inflexible be able to 
stand the attack of so tremendous a weapon ? 
The 5,000-pound projectiles, unless • striking 
with considerable obliquity, would readily 
smash through the thickest part of the armor,. 
and two or three such visitors,. having a 
bursting charge of 300 pounds of powder, 
might decide the 

of, 
of the ship., Surely 

the result would 'be cheap at the price !—
Sam Francisco Chronicle. 
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Civil Bend, Missouri. 

AT an early period' in the-brief history of 
Seventh-day Adventists a small company was 
raised up at Civil Bend, Mo. But unfortunately 
these became divided by the influence of those 
in rebellion against the body on the one hand, 
and the inexperienced efforts of 'some' who had 
more minister . than -religion on the other hand. 
In this condition we have visited theni twice the 
last five years. At each visit they were helped 
some. But'experience shows' that it requires 
more time, patience, and painful"laboi to heal a 
wound than to make one. Steadily, however, 
the good work of healing progressed. , And now 
the good news of the work of God in that place 
reaches us through, the Review of March 25, 

from brethren Chaffee and Long as follows :---,-- 
" We have been holding meetings here in 

Civil Bend, Mo., for the last two weeks. The 
Lord is blessing his truth here. Twenty-six 
have come out on the truth, and yet the work 
goes on. ' To the Lord be all the glory. Pray 
for us." 

T?u.blishlnfg Association. 

BY careful examination of the laws of Cali-
fornia we find :- 

1. That a Publishing Association can be im-
mediately formed in this State. 

2. That " Any five or more persons " may 
sign " Articles of Incorporation," and choose 
directors, not less than three, nor more than 
eleven: These directors must choose a Presi-
dent of their number, a Secretary, and a Treas-
urer. 

3. The Articles of Incorporation must be re-
corded in this county, and also at the office,of 
the Secretary of 'State. And within a month 
after recording Articles, by-laws must be adopted. 

4. After the Association is thus formed, other 
Members can be admitted, and receive certifi-
cates of stock signed by the President and 
Secretary. 

5. " The meetings of the stockholders, and 
board of directors of a corporation must be 
held at its office, or principal place of business." 

6. A majority of the stock must be repre-
sented in every meeting, either by the persons 
who hold it, or by proxy. This is expressly 
stated in the law of this State respecting cor-
porations. 

Steps are now being taken for the immediate 
formation of the Publishing Association. 

J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH. 
Oakland, March 30; 1875. 

Life of William INfiller. 

have just completed a careful reading of 
every line of the book with the above title. 
It has been to me a feast. My spirit has been 
refreshed. The book contains a history of the 
Advent cause from its rise to the death. of Wil-
liam Miller, such as cannot be found elsewhere. 
It shows by the testimony of scores of candid 
witnesses, among them ministers of various de-
nominations, that William Miller was a man of 
sterling integrity and uprightness, and that his 
labors, instead of being a mere system of prose-
lyting, were productive of the conversion of 
hundreds of infidels, and thousands of common 
sinners to the religion of Jesus Christ, and that 
his lectures were followed by revivals wherever 
he went. 

We think the book should be found in the 
family of every Seventh-day Adventist, and 
widely circulated elsewhere. The nominal price 
of $1.00, the cost of the book, is really a small 
valuation of what the book contains. Send and 
get a copy. When you have carefully read it, 
you will never regret the investment. 

J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH. 
St. Helena, Cal., March 22, 1875. 

The Northern Christian Advocate makes the 
statement that the M. E. church loses seventy-
five per cent of its probationers. In fourteen 
years 2,092,686 probationers were reported, of 
whom only 509,316 went into full communion, or 
22 to each 100. In other words, in fourteen 
years more were lost than would make another 
church as large as itself. The Advocate thinks 
the prevalent revival methods of the church are 
at fault, and that Such spiritual prodigality in 
labor and souls should be abated. • 

" Can't you make any, allowance for a man's 
being drunk ?" " Certainly !" said the Judge, 
" I'll allow you thirty days in the workhouse." 

The Christ Alphabet. 

J is for Jesus, for Judge, and for Just; 
Happy are those who in Him put their trust. 

-Matt. 1:21 ; James 5 : 9 ; Acts 3 :14. 

K is for King.; and as such he shall reign, 
When death is destroyed, and his enemies slain. 

-1 Tim. 6 :15 ; 1 Cor. 15:25. 

L is for Lamb, for Lord, and for Lion, 
The meek Galilean, the Ruler of Zion. 

-John 1:29 ; 20 :13 ; Rev. 5 : 5. 

M is Messiah, the promised of old, 
By good men expected, by prophets foretold. 

-John 1 :41. 

N is for Nazarene, humble the name ; 
But glory shall crown it, and scatter its shame. 

-Matt. 2:23. 
0 is Omega, the End and the Last, 

For he shall endure when the ages are past. 
, 	-Rev. 22 :13. 

P is Passover, Prophet, and Priest ; 
May peace the world o'er and good will be increased. 

-1 Cor. 5 :7 ; John 7:40 ; Heb. 8 :1. 

Q is a Quickening Spirit, we read, 
The Second Man Adam, the woman's pure seed. 

-1 Cor. 15 :15. 

R is our Refuge, our Rock of defense; 
Not sorrow nor Satan shall drive us from thence. 

-Jer. 16 :19 ; 1 Cor. 10 : 4. 

S is for Saviour, for Shepherd, for Shield ; 
With the Sword of the Spirit the saint takes the 

field. 
-Titus 1 :4; 1 Pet. 2 :25 ; Prov. 30:5. 

T is for Teacher, whose lessons are Truth ; 
Unto Him let us cry as the guide of our youth. 

-John 3:2; 14:6. 

U is that Unspeakable Gift from above, 
The Father sent down in his infinite love. 

Cor. 9 :15. 

V is for Vine, and its branches we are ; 
If,  abiding in him, much fruit we shall bear. 

• -John 15 :1. 

W's for Wonderful, for Witness, for'Word; 
The Way to be saved, but from which we have erred. 

-Isa. 9 : 6 ; Rev. 3 :14 ; 19 :13. 

X is our eXample in trial or pain ; 
With Him if we suffer, with Him we shall reign. 

-1 Pet. 2 :21. 

Y is the Yoke that His followers wear ; 
By His help we are able the burden to bear. 

-Matt. 11 :29. 

Z was his Zeal, and it wrapped him around ; 
May we put it on, and in goodness abound. 

-Isa. 59 :17. 

-Early Days. 
S 

Poverty a Blessing. 

POVERTY is the nurse of manly energy, and 
heaven-climbing thoughts, attended by love, 
and faith, and hope, around whose steps the 
mountain breezes blow, and from whose coun-
tenance all the virtues gather strength. Look 
around you upon the distinguished men that in 
every department of life guide and control the 
times, and inquire what was their origin and 
what was their early fortune. Were they, as a 
general rule, rocked and dandled in the lap of 
wealth ? No ; such men emerged from the 
homes of decent competence or struggling pov-
erty. Necessity sharpens their faculties ; and 
privation and sacrifice brace their moral nature. 
They learn the great art of renunciation, and 
enjoy the happiness of having few wants ; they 
know nothing of the indifference of satiety. 
There is not an idle fiber in their frames ; they 
put the vigor of a resolute purpose into every 
act. The edge of their mind is always kept 
sharp ; in the school of life, men like these meet 
softly-nurtured darlings of ,prosperity as iron 
meets the vessels of porcelain. 

St. Ifelena. 

DURING the last' six weeks I have been at my 
home in St. Helena. At such times as I could 
leave my companion Ihave spoken in our house 
of worship there, generally once Sabbath, and 
twice on first-day. The church seemed greatly 
encouraged. A few outside the church attended 
and gave good attention to the word spoken. 
One at least has already come out as the :result 
of the lectures. 

On Sabbath, March 27, Bro. Kellogg was 
with us, and spoke with acceptance to the church. 
At the close of his disCourse six were received 
into the church, and one ,other signed the cov-
enant to keep the Sabbath. Thus the work 
moves steadily on at St. Helena. 

J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH. 

I DESIGN to speak at St. Helena Sabbath and 
first-day, April 10 and 11, at 11 A. M., each day, 
and baptize at the close of the discourse on 
Sabbath. 	 J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH. 

No Time• to 

AN aged American minister states, that in 
the early part of his ministry, being in London, 
he called on the Rev. Matthew Wilks. Mr. 
Wilks received him with courtesy, and entered 
into conversation, which was kept up briskly till 
the most important religious intelligence in pos-
session of each had been imparted. Suddenly 
there was a pause-it was broken by Mr. Wilks : 

" Have you anything more to communicate ? " 
"No, nothing of special interest." 
"Any further inquiries to make ? " 
" None." 
" Then you must leave me ; I have my Mas-

ter's business to attend to. Good morning." 
" Here, " says the minister, " I received a les-

son on the impropriety of intrusion, and on the 
most manly way .of preventing it."-Christain, 
Guardian. 

ACCORDING to the latest statistics gathered by 
European linguists, there are 90,000,000 of peo-
ple who speak the English language ; 45,000,000 
speak German ; 55,000,000 Spanish, and 45,000-

000 French. 

THE London Times in a review of the situa-
tion says : "In the gloom surrounding us one 
thing is perceptible-all are arming. Germany 
is arming en, masse; the surrounding nations, 
including the best of the world, cannot do oth-
erwise." 

JElnglish 

We will send any of the following English 
Reference Bibles, by mail, post-paid, at their 
respective prices : 

(1) Min. Ref. after verse, mor., $3.00 
(2) Nonp'r'1, Marg. Ref., 	 2.50 
(3) Pearl, 	" 	" 	" Gilt, 	2.00 
(4) Diamond, " 	" " circuit, 	2.00 
(5) " "Brass Rim'd 1.50 
(6) '' 	'' Plain, 	' 1.25 
In ordering, designate the number of the Bi-

ble, in the left hand column of this list, that 
you want. Please send in your orders. 

..R0-  OUR publications are offered in Coin at 
the same prices at which they are sold in Mich-
igan in Legal Tender. The difference between 
hard money and U. S. currency will simply pay 
freight from Michigan. Our friends will please 
pay for books and the SIGNS OF THE TIMES in 
coin value. 

ALL money sent by mail to the SIGNS' 
office should be in drafts or postal orders, pay-
able to the SIGNS OF THE TIMES, if the sum ex-
ceeds $2.00. Sums less than $2.00 can be in 
currency or postage stamps. 

4uoi1ztoo prpartutruj. 
" Cursed be he that doeth the work of the Lord de-

ceitfully," (margin, negligently). Jer. 48 : 10. 

Beeei-ved for the Signs. 

$2.00 EACH. J C Smith, J H Kime, J H Leland, Mrs 
T B Kincheloe, Harlow Gilbert, Mrs D D Brady, Mrs 
A F Moe, Miss Mary Jenson, C W Bainbridge. 
' $1.00 EACH. Charity Prentis, H D Banks. 

MISCELLANEOUS. G C Martin 25c, D N Abbott 20c, M 
J Chapman 25c. 

California Publishing Fund. 

J C $20, G C Martin $100, Mrs S A Douglass $20, 
Mary A Martin $10, R W Forbes $10, B Stickney $50, 
B N Berry $50, I F Berry $10, Mary Williamson $10. 

California Tent Fund. 

J C $5, Ruel Stickney $50. 

BoolKs 1 Books 11 Books 11 

OUR BOOK LIS.T.-Any persons on the 
Pacific Coast wishing any of the publications 
named in our book list can obtain them by 
mail or express by writing to the SIGNS OF 
THE TIMES, Oakland, California, enclosing the 
published price of the same. 'When sent by 
mail, books will be post paid; when by exPress, 
at'the expense of the one ordering the books; 
but in this case a liberal discount will be made 
when ten dollars worth or more are paid for 
with any one order. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

Books, Pamphlets, Tracts, etc., etc.. 
For Sale at this ;Office. 

Cruden's Complete Concordance. In this any 
passage in the Scriptures can readily be found. $1.50,  
per copy, post. paid. 

Bible Dictionary of Bible names, customs and 
countries, and maps of Bible lands. $1.50 per copy, 
post. paid. 

The History of the Sabbath and First Day of 
the Week, by J. N. Andrews. 528 pp. $1 25.  

_Thoughts on Daniel. By U. Smith. $1.00. 
Condensed paper edition, 35 cts. 

Thoughts on the Revelation. By U. Smith. 
$1.00. 

Life of 'Wm. Miller, with likeness. $1.00. 
The Nature and Destiny of Man. By U. 

Smith. 384 pp. $1.00. Paper, 40 eta. 
The Constitutional Amendment : or The Sun-

day, The Sabbath; The Change, and The Restitution..  
A discussion between W. H. Littlejohn and the Editor 
of the "Christian Statesman." Bound, $1.00. Paper, 
40 eta. First part, 10 cts. 

The Spirit of Prophecy, Vol. I. By Ellen G. 
White ; 416 pp. $1.00. 

Autobiography of Eld. Jos. Bates. 318 pp. $1. 
Hygienic Family Physician. $1.00. 
The Game of Life (illustrated). Satan play-

ing witliman for his soul. In board, 50 cts.; in paper, 
30 cts. 

Hymns and Spiritual Songs for Camp Meet- 
ings and other Religious Gatherings. Compiled by 
Elder James White. 196 pp. Bound 50 eta. Paper 25. 

The :United States in Prophecy. By U. Smith. 
Bound, 40 eta. Paper, 20 cts. 

The Advent Keepsake. Muslin, 25 cts. Gilt, 
40 ets. 

Sermons on the Sabbath and Law, embracing 
an outline of the Biblical and Secular History of the-
Sabbath for 6,000 years. By J. N. Andrews, 30 cts. 

Facts for the Times, revised and enlarged, 30c. 
History of the. Doctrine of the Immortality of 

the Soul. By D. M. Canright, 25 cts. 
The State of the Dead. By U. Smith. 224 

pp. 25 cts. 
Our Faith and Hope, No. 1. Sermons on the 

Millennium, Second Advent, .the Kingdom, the Judg-
ment, the Time, the Sanctuary and. Saving Faith. 20 eta 
each. 

Refutation of the Age to Conic. By J. H. 
Waggoner. 20 eta. 

The Atonement. By J. H. Waggoner. 20 cts. 
The Nature and Tendency of Modern Spirit-

ualism. By J. H. Waggoner. 20 ets. 
The Bible from Heaven; a Dissertation. 20 cts. 
Miraculous . Powers. Evidences, Scriptural 

and historical of the perpetuity of Spiritual Gifts. 20c. 
The Complete Testimony of the Fathers con-

cerning the Sabbath and First Day. By J. N. Andrews. 
15 cts. 

The Ministration of Angels : and the Origin, 
History, and Destiny of Satan. By D. M. Canright. 
20 eta. 

The Three Messages of Rev. 14, and the Two- 
Horned Beast. By J. N. Andrews. 15 eta. 

The Resurrection of the Unjust ; a Vindica-
tion of the Doctrine. By J. H. Waggoner. 15 cts. 

Life Of Christ, No. 2, by Mrs. E. G. White, 15c. 

The Saint's Inheritance, or the Earth made 
New. By J. N. Loughborough. 10 cts. 

The Sanctuary and Twenty-three Hundred 
Days. By J. N. Andrews. 10 eta. 

Sunday Seventh-day. A Refutation of Mede,
Jennings, Akers and Fuller. By J. N. Andrews. 10 eta. 

The Truth Found ; The Sabbath. By J. H. 
Waggoner. 10 ets. 

Brown's Review of Gilfillan on the Sabbath. 
10 cts. 

Vindication of the True Sabbath. Morton 
10 cts. 

The Date of the Seventy Weeks of. Dan. 9, 
established. By J. N. Andrews. 10 ets. 

The Seven Trumpets of Rev.- 8 and 9. 10 cts. 

Matthew Twenty-four. By James White. 10c. 
Position and Work of the True People of God 

under the Think Angel's Message. Littlejohn. 10 eta. 

The Hope of the Gospel : What it is, and 
when it will be consummated. By J. N. Loughbor-
ough, 80 pp. 10 eta. 

An Appeal to the Baptists, from the Seventh- 
day Baptists, for the restoration of the Bible Sabbath 
10 cts. 

Four-cent Tracts : The Two Covenants.-The 
Second Advent-The Seventh Part of Time-Who 
Changed the Sabbath ?-Celestial Railroad-Samuel and 
the Witch of EndorThe Ten' Commandments not 
Abolished-Address to the Baptists-The Present Truth 
-The Sufferings of Christ. 

Three-cent Tracts : Much in Little-The Lost 
Time Question-Spiritualism a Satanic Delusion-In-
fidel Cavils Considered-The End of the Wicked-Scrip-
ture References. 

Two-cent Tracts : Definite Seventh Day-
Seven Reasons for Sunday-Keeping Examined-Sabbath 
by Elihu-The Rich Man and Lazarus-Argument on 
Sabbaton-The MillenniuM-Departing and Being with 
Christ-Fundamental Principles of S. D. Adventists. 

***Address, Signs of the Times. 

A is for Advocate; Alpha, Amen ; 
All titles of Jesus, the Saviour of men." • 

-1 John 2 :1•; Rev. 1 8,; 3 :14. 

B is for Bridegroom, for Bishop, for Bread ; 
The soul that receives him with manna is fed. 

--Matt. 25 :1; 1 Pet. 2 : 25 ; John 6.:35. 

C is for Captain; for Chief Corner stone, 
' 	Arid safe is the man that buildeth thereon. 

• -Eph. 2:20 ; Heb. 2 :10 ; 1 Pet: 2 :6. 

D is for Day-star, Deliverer, Door ; 
Who enters this way shall have life evermore. 

' 	Pet. 1 :19 ; Toro. 11 : 26 ; John 10:9. 

E 's the Everlasting Father, who stands 
Inviting His creatures with wide, open hands. 

-Isa. 9 :6; 55 :1. 

F is for Faithful ; and true is the name, 
For he who cloth bear it is ever the same. 

-Rev. 19 :11. 

• G is for Governor, God over all, 
Who offers salvation to great and to small. 

-Ps. 22 : 28 ; Rom. 9 :5. 

H is the Holy and Harmless High Priest, 
Who bids us by faith on his flesh and blood feast. 

-Heb. 7 :26. 

I is Immanuel, bringing God near ; 
The Son whom we worship and serve without fear. 

-Isa. 7 :14. 
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