“Behold, I come quickly, and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” Rev. 22:12

VOLUME 4.

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA,

FIFTH-DAY, MAY 2, 1878.

NUMBER 17.

The Bigns of the Times

I8 ISSUED WEEKLY BY THE

Pucifie Seventl-day Adventist Publishing Association.

ELD. JAMES WINTE, PRESIDENT.

,0F TERMS : Two DoLLARS a year in advance for 8
volume of 48 numbers, When paid by Tract Societies,
or by individuals for their friends, $1.50.

Qffice, 1059 Castro St., bet. 11th and 12th.
Address, SIGNS OF Tk 1iRIE, (allnag, Cel

The IBible.

Waar is the world? A wildering maze,

Where sin has tracked ten thourand ways
Her victims to ensnare ;

All broad and winding, and sslope,

All tempting with perfidious hope
Allending in despair.

Millions of pilgrirs throng those roads,

Bearing their baubles, or their loads,
Down to etornal nighi;

One humble path that never bends,

Narrow, and rough, and steep, ascends
From darkness into light.

Is there a guide to show that path?
The Bible. He alone who hath
The Bible, nced not stray;
* Yet he who hath and will not give
That heavenly guide to all that live,
Himself ghall lose the way.,
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R}%NOUNCING THE PHARI-}
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BY MRS, E. G, WHITE,

- Tue common people heard Jesus gladly
and gathered about him in the temple to
receive his teachings, Never before had
#uch a scene been enacted. There stood the
young Galilean, bearing no earthly honor nor
royal badge. His dress was coarse and
taveled-stained.  Surrovnding him  were
Jpriests in their gorgeous apparel,. rulers with
robes and badges significant of their exalted
position, and seribes with scrolls in their hands
fo which they made repeated reference. Yet
Jesus stood ealwly with the dignity of a
king invested with the authority of lieaven
looking unflinehingly upon his adversaries,
who had rejected and despised his teachings
and had long thirsted for Lis life. On this
weasion they had assailed him in great num-
bers with o determination to provoke him to
utter words which wonld ensnare him and
serve as means by which they might con-
demn him. But their questions only opened
the way for him to set before themn their
real condition, and the fearful retribution
that awaited them if they continned to pro-
%oke God by their many and grievous sins.
. The interest of the people steadily increased
B Jesus boldly met challenge after challenge
of the Pharisces and presented the pure,
bright truth in contrast with their dark-
aess and error.  They were charmed with
the doctrine he taught, but were sadly per-
pexed, They had réspected their acknowl-
gdged teachers for their intelligence and
spparent piety. They had ever yielded im-
plicit obedience to their authority in all relig-
ious matters, Yet they now saw these very
men trying to bring Jesus into disrepute, a
feacher whose virtue and knowledge shons
forth brighter than before from every assault
isadversaries. They looked upon thelow-
ging countenances of the priests and elders,
ind they saw discomfiture and confusion.
They marveled that the rulers would not
helieve on Jesus, when his teachings were so
pain and simple.  They themselves knew
ot what course to take, and watched with
ager anxiety the movements of those whose
gounsel they had always followed.

“The parables of Jesus were spoken to
wyarn and condemn the rulers, and also to
instruet the inquiving minds of those present,
But, in order to break the chain which
dound the people to customs and traditions,
4bd unquestioning faith in a corrupt priest-
kood, he exposed more fully than ever before
dbe character of the rulers and elders. It
88 his lust day of teaching in the temple,
sd his words were not only to reach the
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audience before him, but were to go down
through ages to the close of time, in every
{ongue and unto every people.

The gems of truth that fell from his lips
on that eventful day were hidden in the
heavts of many who were present. Forthem
a new history commenced, new 'thoughts
started into life, and new aspirations were
awakened, After the crucifixion and resur-
rection of Christ these persons came to the
front, and fulfilled their divine commission
with a wisdom and zeal corrcsponding with
the greatness of the work. They bore a
message that appealed to the hearts and
minds of men, and weakened old supersti-
tions that had long dwarfed the lives of
thousands. Theories, philosophies, and hu-
man reasonings before their testimonies be-
came a8 idle fubles. Mighty were the results
springing from the words of the humble Gal-
ilean to that wondering awe struck crowd,
in the great temple of Jerusalem.

Reading the conflicting emotions of the
people, and the anxiety with which they
vegarded their leaders and teachers, Jesus
proceeded to further enlighten their minds,
saying, ‘‘The scribes and Pharisees sit in
Moses’ seat. All therefore whatsoever they
bid you observe, that observe and do; but
do not ye after their works; for they say,
and do not” The scribes and Pharisees
claimed to be invested with divine authority
similar to that of Moses, They assumed to
take his place as expounders of the law and
judges of the people. As such they claimed
all defercnce and obedience from the people.
But Jesvs admonished his hearers to do that
which the priests taught according to the
law ; but not to follow their example; for
they neglected the duties which they taught
others to observe.

Said he, “They bind heavy burdens and
grievous to be borne, and lay them on men’s
shoulders; but they themselves will not
move them with one of their fingers.” The
Pharisees enjoined a multitude of minute
regulations having their foundation in tra-
dition, and unreasonably restraining personal
liberty of action. They strictly expounded
cevtain portions of the law, exacting from
the peopie rigorous observances and ceremo-
nies, which they themselves secretly ignored,
and actually claimed exemption from if de-
tected in their omission.

The severest denunciations that ever fell
from the Saviour's lips were directed against
those who, while making high pretensions to
piety, sccretly practiced iniquity, The re-
ligion of the priests, scribes, and rulers, like
that of the modern Roman church, consisted
mainly in outward ceremonies, and was des-
titute of spiritual and practical godliness.
God said unto Moses, Thou shalt bind these
commandments of the Lord for a sign upon
thy hand; and they shall be as frontlets
between thine eyes. The Jews construed
these words into a command that the precepts
of scripture should be worn upon the per-
gon. They were accordingly lettered on
cloth in a very conspicuous manuner and
bound abont their heads and wrists. - But
wearing these precepts thus did not cause the
law of God to take firmerhold of their minds
and hearts, as God had designed. The pre-
cepts which should have puiified their lives,
and prompted them to righteous deeds, and
acts of kindness and merey, were worn as
hadges to attract observation, and give the
wearers an air of piety and devolion which
would excite the veneration of all beholders.
Jesus struck a heavy blow at all this vain
ghow of religion in these words :—

“ But all their works they do for to be seen
of men; they make broad their phylacteries,
and enlarge the borders of their garments,
and love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and
the chief seats in the synagogues, and greet-
ings in the markets, and to be called of men,
Rabbi, Rabbi. But be not ye called Rabbi;
for one is your Master, even Christ; and all
ye are brethren. And call no man your
father upon the earth ; for oneis yonr Father,
which is in heaven. Neither be ye called
masters; for one is your Master, even
Christ.” In such plain words the Saviour
revealed the selfish ambition of the Phar-
iseey, ever reaching for power and place,
displaying a mock humility, while their

hearts were filled with envy and avarice.
When persons were invited to a feast the
guests were seated according to their rank
and station; and those who were given the
most honorable places received the first at-
tention, and most special favors. The Phar-
isees were ever eager and scheming to receive
these honors,

Jesus also revealed their vanity in loving
to be called of men Rabbi, meaning master.
He declared that such a title did not belong
to men, but only to Christ. Priests, scribes
and rulers, expounders of the Jaw and admin-
istrators of it, were all brethren, children of
one God. Jesus would impress upon the
minds of the people that they were to give
no man a title of honor, indicating that he
had =zny control of their conscience or faith.

If Christ were on earth to-day, surrounded
by the religious teachers of the age who bear
the titles of Reverend and Right Reverend,
would he not repeat his sayings to the Phar-
isees : ‘‘Neither be ye called master; for
one is your Master, even Christ”? Many
who assumwe these honorary titles are utterly
devoid of the wisdom and true righteousness
which they indicate. Too many hide worldly
ambition, despotism, and the basest sins be-
neath the broidered garment of a high and
Loly office. The Saviour continued :—

“But he that is greatest among you shall
be your servant. And whosoever shall ex-
alt himself shall be abased; and he that
shall humble himself shall be exalted.” Trne
greatness is measured by moral worth.
Greatness of character in the estimation of
Heaven consists in living for the welfare of
our fellow-men, in doing works of love and
benevolence. Christ was a setvant to fallen
nian; yet he was the King of glory. He
still continued his denunciations of the rich
and powerful men before him :—

“But woe unto you scribes and Pharisees,
bypocrites ! for ye shut up the kingdom of
heaven against men; for ye neither go in
vourselves, neither suffer ye them that are
entering to go in.” By perverting the mean-
ing of the Scriptures the priests blinded the
understanding of those who would otherwise
have seen the nature of Christ's kingdom,
and that inward, divine life which is essen-
tial to true holiness. By their endless round
of formsg they fastened the minds of the
people upon ¢xternal services to the neglect
of true religion. :

They not only rejected Christ themselves
but took the most unfair neans to prejudice
the people against him, deceiving them by
false reports and gross inisrepresentations,
In all ages of the world truth has been un-
popular; its doctrines are not copgenial to
the natural mind; for it searches the heart,
and reproves its hidden sin. Those who
persecnte the advocates of God’s trnth have
ever, like the Pharisees, misrepresented their
words and motives. Jesus resumed :—

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hyp-
ocrites ! for ye devour widow’s houses, and
for a pretense make long prayer; thercfore
ye shall receive the greater damnation.”
The Pharisees so wronght upon the minds of
many conscientions widows that they believed
it a duty to devote their entire property to
religious purposes. These deluded women
would trust the appropriation of their money
to the scribes and priests, in whom they
placed implicit confidence; and those wily
men would nse it for their own benefit. To
cover their dishonesty they made long
prayerxs in public, and a great show of piety.
Jesus declared that this hypocrisy would
bring them the greater damnation. Many
professors of exalted piety in our day come
under the same ban. Selfishness and ava-
rice stain their lives; yet they throw over
all this a garment of seeming purity, and
deceive honest souls; but they cannot de-
ceive (tod; he reads every purpose of the
heart and will mete out to every person
according to his works. The Saviour con-
tinued his denunciations :—

“ Woe unto you, ye blind guides, who say,
‘Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is
nothing; but-whosoever shall swear by the
gold of he temple, he is a debtor! Ye fools
and blind ; for whether is greater, the gold,
or the temple that sanctifieth the geld!?
And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it

is nothing; but whosoover swearsth by the
gift that is upon it, he iz guilty. Ye fools
and blind ; for whether is greater, the gift,
or the altar that wsanctifieth the gif6?”
The priests interpreted the requirements of
Jod to meet their false and narrow standard.
They presumed to make nice distinctions
between the comparative guilt of various sins,
passing over some lightly, and treating others
of perhaps less consequence as unpardonable.
They accepted money from persons in return
for excusing them from their vows; andin
some cases crimes of an aggravated character
were passed over in consideration of large
sums of money paid to the authorities by the
transgressor. At the same time theze priests
and rulers would pronounce severe judgments
against others for trivial offenses.

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites | for ye pay tithe of mint and
anise and cummin, and have omitted the
weightier matters of the law, judgment,
mercy and faith; these ought ye to have
done, and not to leave the other undone.”
According to the requirements of God the
tithing system was obligatory upon the Jews.
But the priests did uot leave the people to
carry out their convietions of duty in giving
to the Lord onetenth of all the increage
of the marketable products of the land.
They carried the requirements of the tithing
gystem to extremes, making them embrace
such trifling things as anise, mint and other
small herbs which were cultivated to a limited
extent. This caused the tithing plan to be
attended with care and perplexity that it
was a wearisome burden. While they were
so exact in things which God had never
required of them, and were confusing their
judgment and lessening the dignity of the
divine system of benevolence by their narrow
views, they were making clean the outside
of the platter while the inside was corrupt. -
Exact in matters of little consequence, Jesus
accuses them of having “ omitted the weight-
ier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and
faith.” No outward service, even in that
which is required by God, can be n substi-
tute for an obedient life. The Creator de-
sires heart service of Lis creatures.

The Jews read in the requirements given
to Moses that npothing unclean should be
eaten.’ God specified the beusts thal were
unfit for food, and forbade the use of swine’s
flesh and the fleslt of certain other animals,
as likely to £ill the blood with impurities and
shoiten life. But the Pharisees did nct
leave these restrictions where Gud had left

| them. They carried them to unwarranted

extremes; among other things the people
were required to strain all the water used,
lest it might contain the smallest insect,
undiscernible to the eye, which might be
classed with the unclean animals. Jesus, in
contrasting these trivial exactions of exter-
nal cleanliness with the magnitude of their
actual sins, said te the Pharisees: ¢ Yo
blind guides, who strain at a gnat and swal-
low a camel.” i

“Woe unto you, scribes and P!lar.lsees,
hypocrites | for ye are like unto wh}ted sep-
ulchers, which indeed appear beautiful out-
waxd, but are within full of dead men’s bones,
and of all uncleanness.” All the powp and
ceremony of the priests and rulers were, but
a cloak to conceal their iniquity, as the
white and beautifully decorated tomb covers
the putrefying remains within it. Jesus also
compared the Phurisees to hidden graves
which, under a fair exterior, conceal the
corruption of dead bodies : “ Even so ye also
outwardly appear righteous unto ‘m?n,.bu’t’
within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.
A1l the high protensions of those who_clanmgd
to have the law of God written in their
hearts as well as borne upon their persons,
were thus shown to be vain pretense. Jesus
continued :—

“«Woe unto you, scribes snd Pharisees,
hypocrites ! because ye build the tombs of
the prophets, and garnish the sepulchers of
the righteous, and say, If we had been in
the days of our fathers, we would not have
heen partakers with them in the blood of
the prophets. Wherefore ye be witnesses
unto yourselves, thut ye are the children of
them who killed the prophets.” The Jews

(Oontinued on page 184.)
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LIFE SKETCHES.
OHAPTER V—CONTINUED.

PARENTAGE AND EARLY LIFE,

«How carefully and tremblingly did we approach
the time of expectation. We sought, as a people,
with solemn earnestness to purify our lives that we
might be ready to meet the Saviour at his coming,
Notwithstanding the opposition of ministers and
churches, Beethoven Hall, in the city of Portland,
was nightly crowded, and especially was there a
large congregation on Sundays. Elder Stockman
was a man of deep piety. He was in feeble health
yet when he stood before the people he seemed to
be lifted above physical infirmity, and his face was
lighted with the consciousness that he was teaching
the sacred truth of God.

«There was a solemn, searching power in hig
words that struck home to many hearts. He some-
times expressed a fervent desire to live until he
ghould welcome the Saviour coming in the clouds
of heaven. Under his ministration, the Spirit of
God convicted many sinners, and brought them into
the fold of Christ. Meetings were still beld at
private houses in different parts of the city with
the best results. Believers were encouraged to
work for their friends and relatives, and conversions
were multiplying day by day.

«Tn the district where my father’s family properly
belonged, these evening meetings were held at the
house of a sea-captain. Hec made no profession of
religion, but his wifc was a sincere lgver of the
truth. The captain finally became  convicted
through the influence of the meetings, professed
Christ and embraced the belief that he was soon
coming to the world.

« A1 classes flocked to the meetings at Beethoven
Hall. Rich and poor, high and low, ministers and
laymen were all, from various causes, anxious to
hear. for themselves the doctrine of the second
advent. The crowd was such that fears were
expressed that the floor might give way beneath its
heavy load ; but the builder, upon being consulted,
quieted such apprehensions and established confi-
dence in regard to the strength of the building.
Many came who, finding no room to stand, went
away disappointed. ) '

«The order of the meetings was simple. A short
and pointed discourse was usvally given, then lib-
erty was granted for general exhortation. There
was, as a rule, the most perfect stillness possible for
8o large a crowd. The Lord held the spirit of oppo-
sition in check, while his servants explained the
reasons of their faith. Sometimes the instrument
was feeble, but the Spirit of God gave weight and
power to his truth. The presence of the holy
angels was felt in the assembly, and numbers were
daily being added to the little band of believers.

“«Those who sincerely love Jesus can appreciate
the feelings of those who watched with the most
intense interest for the coming of their Saviour.
The point of expectation was nearing. The time
when we hoped to meet him was close at hand.
We approached this hour with a calm solemnity.
The true believers rested in a sweet communion
with God, an earnest of the peace that was to be
theirs in the bright hereafter. Those who experi-
enced this hope and trust can never forget those

recious hours of waiting. :

«Worldly business was for the most part laid
aside for a few weeks. We carefully scrutinized
every thought and emotion of our hearts as if upon
our death-beds and in a few hours to close our eyes
forever upon earthly scenes. There was no making
« agcension robes” for the great event; we felt the
need of internal evidence that we were prepared to
meet Christ, and our white robes were purity of
soul, character cleansed from sin by the atoning
blood of our Saviour.

« But the time of expectation passed. This was
fhe first close test brought to bear upon those who
believed and hoped that Jesus would come in the
clouds of heaven. The disappointment of God’s
waiting people was great. The scoffers were trium-
phant and won the weak and cowardly to their
ranks. Some who had appeared to possess true
faith seemed to have been influenced only by fear,
and now their courage returned with the passing of
the time, and they boldly united with the scoffers
declarving they had never been duped to really
believe the doctrine of Miller, who was a mad
fanatic. Others, naturally yielding or vacillating,
quietly deserted the cause. I thought if Christ
had surely come, what would have become of those
weak and changing ones ? Where would have been
their robes of righteousness? They professed to
love and long for the coming-of Jesus, but when he
failed to appear they seemed greatly relieved and
went back to a state of carelessness and disregard
of true religion. ) '

“We were perplexed and disappointed, yet did
not renounce our faith. Many still clung to the
hope that Jesus would not long delay his coming;
‘the word of the Lord was sure, it could not fail.
"We felt that we had done our duty, we had lived

up to our precious faith, we were disappointed but
not discouraged ; the signs of the times denoted
that the end of all things was near at hand, we
must watch and hold ourselves in readiness for the
coming of the Master at any time. We must wait
with hope and trust, not neglecting the assembling
of ourselves together for instruction, encouragement
and comfort, that our light might shine forth into
the darkness of the world. ‘ :

« Calculation of the time was so simple and plain
that even the children could understand it. From
the date of the decree of the king of Persia, found
in Ezra7, which was given in 457 before Christ, the
2300 years of Dan. 8:14 must terminate with 1843.
Accordingly we looked to the end .of this year for
the coming of the Lord. We were sadly disap-
pointed when the year entirely passed away and the
Saviour had not come.

“Tt was not at first perceived that if the decree
did not go forth at the beginning of the year 457
B. C., the 2300 years would not be completed at the
close of 1843. But it was ascertained that the
decree was given near the close of the year 457, B.
¢, and therefore the prophetic period must reach
to the fall of the year 1844, Therefore the vision
of time did not tarry, though it had seemed to do
so. We learned to rest upon the language of the
prophet, ‘ For the vision is yet for an appointed
time, but at the end it shall speak and not le.
Though it tarry, wait for it ; because it will surely
come, it will not tarry.’ )

“(od tested and proved his people by the pass-
ing of the time in 1843. The mistake made in'reck-
oning the prophetic periods was not at once discov-
ered even by learned men who opposed the views of
those who were looking for Christ’s coming. These
profound scholars declared that Mr. Miller was right
in hig calculation of the time, though they disputed
him in regard to the event that would crown that
period. But they, and the waiting people of God,
were in a common error on the question of time,

“We fully believe that God, in his wisdom,
designed that his people should meet with a disap-
pointment, which was well calculated to reveal
hearts and develop the true characters of those who
had professed to look for and rejoice in the coming

of the Lord, Those who embraced the first angel's -

message (see Rev. 14:6, 7) through fear of the
wrath of God’s judgments, not because they loved
the truth and desired an inheritance in the king-
dom of heaven, now appeared in their true light.
They were among the first to ridicule the disap-
pointed ones who sincerely longed for and loved the
appearing of Jesus. This most searching test of
God revealed the true characters of those who
would shirk responsibility and stigma by denying
their faith in the hour of trial.

“Those who had been disappointed were not left
in darkness ; for in searching the prophetic periods
with earnest prayers, the error was discovered, and
the tracing of the prophetic pencil down through
the tarrying time. In the joyful expectation of the
coming of Christ, the apparent tarrying of the vis-
ion had not been taken into account, and was a sad
and unlooked forsurprise. Yet this very trial was
highly necessary to develop and strengthen the
sincere believers in the truth. '

“Qur hopes now centered on the coming of the
Lord in 1844. This was also the time for the mes-
sage of the second angel, who, flying through the
midsé of heaven, cried, “ Babylon is fallen, iy fallen,
that great city !|” Many left the churches in obedi-
ence to the message of the second angel. Near its
close the Midnight Cry was given: ‘Behold the
bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him !’ Light
was being given concerning this message, in every
part of the land, and the cry aroused thousands.
It went from city to city, from village to village,
and into the remote country regions. It reached
the learned and talented, as well as the obscure and
humble.

“This was the happiest year of my life. My
heart was full of glad expectation; but I felt great
pity and anxiety for those who were in discourage-
ment and had no hope in Jesus. We united, as
a people, in earnest prayer for true inward experi-
ence and the unmistakable evidence of our accept-
ance with God.” Jow,

THE SINNER’S FATE.

NoraiNg is more reasonable than that the wicked
should be utterly destroyed, and cease to be a curse to
themselves and to others; and no doctrine is more plainly
and pointedly taught in the Bible than this. We invite
the reader’s afttention to the following condensed but
comprehensive statements of the Bible upon this subject :

THEY SHALL DIE,

To dieis thus defined by Webster: “To cease to live ;
to expire ; to decease ; to perish.”

Death, then, is a loss of life, a cessation of existence.
In this sense it is familiarly and repeatedly used in the
Bible. Take four examples: Speaking of 1he flood it says:
« And all flesh died that moved upon the earth.” Gen.
7:21. Of his cattle Jacob said : « If men should over-
drive them one day, all the flock will die,” Gen.33:13.

Again: “And the fish that is in the river shall die”
Ex. 7:18. Of Dorcas it says: It came to pass in those
days, that she was sick and died.” Acts 9:37. The
simple meaning in these instances cannot be misunder
stood. It means an uttef loss of life. And so it is used
in hundreds of places all through the Scriptures.. This
familiar word is the one which the Lord has chosen more
frequently than any other to describe the end of the
wicked.

Take a fow examples: “The soul that sinneth, it shall
die.” ¢ For his iniquity that he hath done shall he die.”
Eze. 18:3, 26. “ When I say unto the wicked, Thou
shalt surely die.” Hze. 33 :14. “He that hateth
reproof shall die.” Prov. 15:10. ‘“He that despiseth
his ways shall die.” Prov. 19:16. ¢“The end of thoss
things is death.” ¢ For the wages of sin is death
Rom. 6:21, 23. “To be carnally minded is death.”
Rom. 8:6. ¢ Shall save a soul from death.” James 5:
20. “8in, when it is finished, bringeth forth death’
James 1:15. We could quote scores of texts like these.

THEY SHALL BE DESTROYED,

Destroy: “To demolish; to pull down; to bring to
naught; to annihilate.”— Webster. Destruction, then, i
utter ruin, complete annihilation ; and so it is used in
the Bible. At the flood the Lord said: * Kvery living
substance that I have made will I destroy from off the
face of the earth.” QGen. 7:4, Wild beasts shall “ de
stroy your oattle.” Lev. 26:22, “The trees . . .
thou shalt destroy.” Deut, 20:20. ¢« He sent forth his
armies and destroyed those murderers.,” Matt, 22:7.

With a Concordance, the reader can veadily find scores
of texts where the word destroy or destroyed is used as

~ abovo, where there can be no question about its meaning,

This strong but simple word the Lord has repeatedly
used in naming the punishment of the wicked. Thus:
“ All the wicked will he destroy.” Ps, 145:20, «I
will early destroy all the wicked.” Ps. 101:8, ¢ Fear
Him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”
Matt. 10:28. “The transgressors shall be destroyed
together.” Ps. 37:38. ¢ All the workers of iniquity.

shall be destroyed forever.,” Ps. 92:7. “Whoso
despiseth the word shall be destroyed.” Prov. 13:13,
“Is not destruction to the wicked?” Job. 31:3, ¢ De.
struction shall be to the workers of inigquity.” Prov. 10:
29. ¢ The indignation shall cease, and mine anger in
their destruction. Isa. 10:25. ** Vessels of wrath fit

ted to destruction.” Rom. 9:22. “Whose end is
destruction.” Phil. 3:19. ¢ Who shall be punished
with everlasting destruction,” 2 Thess. 1:9. ¢ Which
drown men in destruction and perdition,” 1 Tim. 6:9.

THEY SHALL PERISH.

Perish: “To die; to lose life in any manner; to be
destroyed; to come to nothing.”— Webster. Here is
another word, the very strongest that can be found to
denote an utter destruction, used in a multitude of
instances, to denote the end of the wicked.

Take a few passages to show its Bible usage : Of Saul,
David said: “ He shall descend into battle and perish.”
1 Sam. 26:10. Of Jonah's gourd it is said, “ Which
came up in a night, and perished in a night.” Jonah
4:10. ¢ And the bottles perish,” Matt. 9:17. The
“gwine ran violently down a steep place into the ses,
and perished.” Matt. 8 :32.

So the Lord declares it shall be with the wicked,
“ et the wicked perish at the presence of God.” P,
68:2. “But the wicked shall perish.” Ps. 37:20,
« Whosoever believeth in him should not perish.” John'
3:15. “ Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish,”
Acts 13:41. ¢ The cross is to them that perish, fooligh-
ness.” 1 Cor. 1:18. “In them that perish.” 2 Cor
2:15. «“With all deceivableness of unrighteousness in.
them-that perish.” 2 Thess. 2:10. ¢ He that speaketh
lies shall perish.” Prov. 19:9. Except ye repent, yo
shall all likewise perish.” Luke 13:3, ¢ As many as
have sinned without law, shall also perish without law.”
Rom, 2:12. ¢Shall utterly perish in their own corrup.
tion.” 2 Pet. 2:12.

SHALL BE BURNED UP,

The meaning of the word burn is too familiar to every
reader to need a definition, Look a moment at its use
in the Bible. Sampson’s firebrands “ burnt up both the
shocks and also the standing corn.” Judges 15:8.
Job’s servant said, “ The fire of Goed is fallen from heaven
and hath burned up the sheep. Job 1:16. “Ouar holy
and beautiful house . . . is burned up with fire, Iga,
G4 : }[1. The king “burned up ‘their city.” Maitt
22: 7.

And so in numerous places. A thing burned up is
totally destroyed and reduced to ashes. The Lord says
“he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire,"
Matt. 3:12. “ Whose end is to be burned.” Heb. 6 :8,
Gather together * the tares, and bind them in bundles to
burn them.” Matt, 13 :30. ¢ For, behold, the day com-
eth that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea,
and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble; and the day
that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of
hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.”
Mal. 4:1.

" THEY SHALL BE CONSUMED,

Consume : “To destroy by separating the parts of a
thing by decomposition, as by fire; to destroy and anni.
hilate the form of a substance.”— Webster. When a thing
is consumed it i3 reduced to ashes, ¢ There came a fire
out from before the Lord and comsumed upon the altar
the burnt offering.” TLev. 9:24, ¢ And cast it into the
fire that was on the hearth until all the roll was con-
sumed in the fire.” Jer. 36:23. “The gates thereof
are consumed with fire,”” Neh. 2:3, ‘

Knowing what the people would understand by this
word, the Lord often tells them that the wicked shall be
consumed. Thus: ¢ They that forsake the Lord shall be.
consumed.” Tsa, 1:28. “Tet the sinners be consumed .
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out-of the earth.” Ps. 104:35, “The enemies of the
Lord shall be as the fat of lambs ; they shall consume,
into smoke shall they consume away.” Ps. 37:20,
“Consume them in wrath, consume them that they may
not be.” Ps. 59:13. ¢ Their flesh shall consume away
while they stand upon their feet; and their eyes shall
consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall con-
sime away in their mouth.,” Zech. 14:12.

) THEY SHALL BE DEVOURED.

Devour : “To eat up; to destroy; to consume with
mpidity and violence.”— Webster. The following passa-
ges will show its Bible use: ¢“There went out fire from
the Lord and devoured them.” Lev. 10:2. ¢ Some
evil beast hath devoured him.” Gen. 37:20. ¢ This
word the Lord again uses to describe the condition of
the wicked, ¢ Fire came down from God out of heaven
snd devoured them.” Rev. 20:9. “ Fiery indignation
which shall devour the adversaries.” Heb. 10:27, “The
fre shall devour them.” Ps. 21:9. “They shall be
devoured as stubble fully dry.” Nahum 1:10.

SHALL GO INTO PERDITION.

" Perdition : ““ Entire loss or ruin; utter destruction.”
‘—Webster. This again is a very strong word to denote
utter destruction. “ Which drown men in destruction
snd perdition.” 1 Tim. 6:9. “We are not of them
who draw back unto perdition.” Heb, 10: 89, “Against
the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.”
2Pet. 3: 7.
CUT ASUNDER.

“Shall cut him asunder.” Matt. 24 : 51,
CUT DOWN.
“They shall soon be cut down like the grass.” Ps.

3.2
cUT UP
“As thorns cut up shall they be burned in the fire,”
Isa. 33:12.
CUT OFF.
“I will early destroy all the wicked of the land, that
Imay cut off all the wicked doers from the city of the

Iord” Ps. 101:8. “For evil doers shall be cut
of> “The seed of the wicked shall be cut off.” “They
that be cursed of him shall be cut off.” ¢ When the

wicked are cut off thou shalt see it.” “The end of the
wicked shall be cut off.” Ps. 37:9, 22, 28, 34, 38. “ The
wicked shall be cut off from the earth.” Prov. 2:22,
“Every one that stealeth shall be cut off.” Zech. 5:3.
CUT IN PIECES,
“Let them be as cut in pieces.” Ps. 58:7,

ROOTED OUT.
“The transgressors shall be rooted out of it ” (the
earth). Prov. 2:22, ‘
CHASED OUT.

“He shall be . . . chased out of the world.” Job 18:
18. ‘“Heshall be chased away as a vision of the night.”
Job %0 : 8. They * shall be chased as the chaff of the
mountain before the wind.” Tsa, 17:13.

X BLOTTED OUT,

“Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot

out of my book.” Ex. 32:33. ¢ Let them be blotted

out of the book of the living.” Ps. 69:28. «Lgt their
name be blotted out.” Ps. 109; 13.
PASS AWAY.
“As a snail which melteth, let every one of them

Ps. 58:8.

COMPARED TO PERISHABLE MATERIALS.

They are to be dashed “in pieces like a potter's ves-
" Ps. 2:9; to be consumed “as the fat of lambs,”
P8 37:20; to perish ¢like the beasts,” Ps. 49 : 20; to
‘a8 away *“as a snail which melteth,” Ps. 58:8; to
_be driven away “as smoke is driven away,” and to perish
“ag wax melteth before the fire,” Ps, 68:2; to be no
‘more, “as the whirlwind passeth,” Prov, 10:25. They
“shall be as an oak whose leaf fadeth, and as a garden
‘that hath no water, and . as tow,” Isa, 1:30,
31; “as the burnings of lime, as thorns cut up shall they
“be burned in the fire,” Isa. 33:12; like moth and worm-
caten garments, Isa, 51:8; and “as the fire devoureth
_the stubble, and the flame consumeth the chaff, so their
‘100t ghall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go up
8 dust”  Isa. 5:24. They shall be burned as taves,
‘Matt. 13:30; as dry branches, John 15:6; as wood
:and hay, 1 Cor. 3:12; ag thorns and briers, Heb. 6:8,
“They shall be as the morning cloud, and as the early
(dew that passeth away.” Hosea 13:8. “They shall
-soon. be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green
herb.” Ps. 37:2. “His roots shall be dried up be-
neath, and above shall his branch be cut off,” Job 18 : 16 ;
‘and his light ¢ shall be put out.” Job 18:5.
. How could the utter destruction of the wicked be
more clearly stated or more forcibly gillustrated than
in the above scriptures? Added to these are the decla-
‘rations, made again and again, that the soul itself shall
die, and that the wicked shall be no more. Thus: “The
:soul that sinneth, it shall die.” FEze. 18:4. ‘“And
sshall consume the glory of his forest, and of his fruitful
field, both soul and body.” Isa. 10:18. “Fear him
‘which is able to destroy both soul and Wody in hell.”
Matt. 10:28. Equivalent to this is the declaration that
the day that cometh shall burn up the wicked, so “that
it shall leave them neither root nor branch.” Mal. 4:1.
. It is directly stated that the wicked shall be as noth-
ing. See Isa. 41:11, 12, And that “they shall be as
though they had not been.” Obad. 16. And the
:Pealmist says, “ For yet a little while and the wicked
‘hall not be.” Ps. 37:10. Again he exclaims, “Let
‘the sinners be consumed out of the earth, and let the
iwicked be no more.” Ps. 104: 35.
v Such an array of positive testimony as there is for the
(iter destruction of the wicked, can hardly be produced
ilor any other doctrine of the Bible.

pass away.”

THE SLEEP OF THE DEAD.

Text: “For the living know thai they shall die; but the dead
know not anything, neither have they any more a reward ; for the
memory of them is forgotten. Also their love, and their hatred, and
their envy, is now perished.” Ecel. 9:5-6.

Drar ReapEr: We have usually been taught that
when the body dies the real man does not die, but lives
right on, thinks, acts, loves, and hates, in heaven or hell,
just as actually as while in the body upon earth. But is
this true? Many false doctrines have been taught in the
world; may not this be one of them? What proof do
we have that a man lives after we have seen him die?
Observation teaches us all that he is really dead. Every
day we see him die. Did any person ever see anything
leave the body at death ? .No, not in a single case. Has
a human soul or spirit, separate from -the body, ever been
seen by any one? No, never. So far, then, as actual
sight and observation go, all the evidence is against this
popular doctrine.

Reason is against it. How can a man think without
brains, walk without feet, see without eyes, hear with-
out ears? It is absurd and eontrary to all reason. Bué
does not the Bible teach that the dead are conscious,
No, not in a single text ; but it everywhere teaches just
the reverse, as I can readily show you. If the dead live
right on and go to heaven or hell as soon as they die,
then what sense is there in a future judgment? Is it
reasonable to believe that God would send a man to hell
before he was judged, and after he had been there a
thousand years in torment, then bring him out and judge
him? See 2 Pet. 2:9. Would you hang a man and
then judge him? Is it not absurd to believe that God
would take a man to heaven for thousands of years, and
ther bring him down from heaven and judge him to ‘sce
if he ought to go there? This is too absurd to be believed.
See Rev. 11 :18. ‘

Again, if the soul or spirit can live just as well out of
the body as in the body, or perhaps even better; if it
can be like an angel, can fly rapidly from one place to
another, can live, and think, and act, and be so exceed-
ingly happy withont the body ; and if the body, as many
preach, is only a prison house, a cage and a clog to the
soul, then what is the use of a resurrection of this body ?
See 1 Cor. 15:32. Why raise the body and put the
soul back into it again? or, why was the soul ever put
into the bedy at all, if it could do better without it? Yet
no doctrine of the secriptures is plainer than that of the
resurrection of the dead at the last day. See 1 Cor. 15.

Then, again, if the saints as soon as they die go up to
heaven where Jesus is, and where they can enjoy all the
glory and happiness of heaven, what will they care for
the second coming of Christ? Yot all the Bible writers:
were constantly wishing for it, longing for it, and praying
for it. See Heb. 9:28. These fundamental doctrines of
the Bible, the judgment, the resurrection, and the second
advent, are all set aside and destroyed by the doctrine of
the conscious state of the dead.

The Bible directly asserts that the wicked are reserved
unto-the day of judgment to be punished. ¢ The Lord
knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptation, and
to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be
punished.” 2 Pet. 2:9. See also Job 21 :28-32. Rev.
20:12, 13. Now, if the wicked are reserved till the
judgment to be punished, they certainly are not being
punished in hell before that time. This is so plain that
any child can see it, and so reasonable that everybody
ought to believe it.

Another plain fact which clearly shows that the right-
eous do not go to heaven when they die, is that
they are not to be rewarded till the second advent, the
resurrection and the judgment. If they went to heaven
at death they would have thonsands of years of reward
before the judgment. But now see how plainly this

“doctrine is everywhere taught, that the time of reward is

not at death, but at the judgment. “For the Son of
man shall come in the glory of his Father with his
angels ; and ¢hen he shall reward every man according to
his works.” Matt. 16:27. When will every man be
rewarded? At the coming of Christ. * For thou shalt
be recompensed at the resurrection of the just” ILuke
14:14. When will you be recompensed? At the res-
mrection. No promise of it before. ‘And when the
chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of
glory that fadeth not away.” 1 Pet. 5:4. When will
you get your crown? When the great Shepherd comes—
not til} then.

“ And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come,
and the time of the dead, that they should be judged,
and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants
the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy
name, small and great.” Rev, 11:18. When will the
Lord’s saints, great and small, be rewarded? When the
time comes to judge the dead. How plain this doctrine
is. Scores of texts all through the Bible might be given,
teaching the same thing. But if this be true, then it
cannot be true that the righteous go to heaven when
they die. 'Well, if men do not go to heaven or hell at
death, where do they go? Let the Bible answer this
question, and it will do it in very plain terms.

1. It says that they are dead. Death is thus defined
by Webster: ¢ The extinction of life.” Notice the fol-
lowing plain declarations : “For Naboth is not alive,
but dead;” 1 Kings 21:15; “Your fathers did eat manna
in the wilderness, and are dead;” John 6:49; ¢ David
. is both dead and buried;” Acts 2:29; “The
dead in Christ shall rise first;” 1 Thess. 4:16; “He
being dead yet speaketh;” Heb. 11:4; “Moses my
gervant is dead;” Josh.1:2; ¢ Abraham is dead, and
the prophets ;” John 8:52; “Lazarus is dead.” John
11:14. How plain these declarations are—Moses is
dead, David is dead, Lazarus is dead. And death is an
extinction of life. Then all these men are dead, and not
alive,

- of them is forgotten.

_ and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished.”

2. They are en the grave, Nothing is more plainly
stated than this. We will quote several scriptures upon
this point. The reader will notice that it does not say
simply that the body is in the grave, but it says that ke
man, the person himself is there. It does not say that
a part of man goes there, or that the house that the man
lived in goes there, but it says that he himself, the man
proper, is there. Notice carefully these scriptures:
“ Dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou return.” Gen.
3:19. Who was to return to dust? The conscious,
intelligent, responsible man Adam. To Abraham God
said, “ And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou
shalt be buried in a good old age.” Gen. 15:15.
“ Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy
might ; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge,
nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.” Eccl.
9:10. What is going into the grave? That part of
man which is capable of having knowledge, wisdom,
devices, etc. “Thy dead men shall live, together with
my dead body shall they arise.,” Isa. 26:19. Notice it
is men who are dead as well as bodies. “And many of
them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake.”
Dan. 12:2. “The hour is coming, in the which all that
are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come
forth ; they that have done good, unto thé resurrection of
life; and they that have done evil unto the resurrection
of damnation.” John 5:28, 29. Who are in the grave!
They that have done evil and they that have done good
—the intelligent, responsible man. “And devout men
carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamenta-
tion over him.” Acts 8:2. Who was buried? The
martyr Stephen—not siroply Stephen’s body, but Stephen
himself. The reader will readily remember scores of
texts through the Bible making the sane statements,

8. The dead know nothing-—have no thoughts. This
is an important proposition which we wish the reader to
distinctly notice. “Put not your trust in princes, nor
in the son of man, in whom there is no help. His breath
goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day
his thoughts perish.’ Ps. 146:3, 4. 1In the very day a
man dies, his thoughts perish. Caina man be in heaven
or hell alive, and have no thoughts? ¢ For the living
know that they shall die ; but the dead know not anything,
neither have they any more a reward; for the memory
Algo their love, and their hatred,
and theiv envy, is now perished.” Eeel. 9:5, 6. What
do the dead know? The declaration is positive, they
« know not anything.” But, says one, this is the body.
No, it is not ; for the next verse says, “ dlso their ﬁve,

en
love and hate with the mind; hence it is the mind of
man to which he refers, ‘“The dead praise not the
Lord, neither any that go down into silence.” Ps. 115:
17. ¢For in death there is no remembrance of thee; in
the grave who shall give thee thanks?” Ps. 6:5.
¢« Tet the wicked be ashamed, and let them be silent in
the grave.” Ps. 81:17. “For the grave cannot praise
thee, death cannot celebrate thee.” TIsa. 38:18, All
these scriptures plainly state that after death men have
no thoughts, know nothing, are not intelligent anywhere,
or in any manner.

4o The dead are asleep. "We all know that in perfect,
sound sleep there is no thought, not even a dream. We
are simply unconscious. It is a well-known fact that the
Lord everywhere uses sleep to describe the state of the
dead. A person in sound sleep is peacefully, quietly
resting, with no sorrow, no trouble. Carefully read the
following scriptures :—

“So David slept with his fathers, and was buried in
the city of David.” 1 Kings 2:10. “And Solomon
slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of

David his father.” 1 Kings 11:43. ¢ And Hezekiah
glept with his fathers.”” 2 Kings 20:21.  “ For now
shall T sleep in the dust.” Job 7:21. “ So man lieth

down, and riseth not ; till the heavens be no more, they
shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.” Job
14:12. ¢ And many of them that sleep in the dust of
the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some
to shame and everlasting contempt.” Dan.12:2. “ And
when he was come in, he saith unto them, Why make
ye this ado, and weep? The damsel is not dead, but
sleepeth.” Mark 5:89. These things said he; dnd
after that he saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleep-
eth; but T go that I may awake him out of sleep. . . .
Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.”
John 11:11, 14, * After that, he was seen of above
five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater
part remain unto this present, but somo ave fallen asleep.
. . . Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ
are perished. . . . But now is Christ risen from the dead,
and hecome the first fruits of them that slept. . . . Be-
hold, I show you a mystery: We shall noi all sleep, but
we shall all be changed.” 1 Cor. 15:6, 18, 20, 51.
“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren,
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not,
even as others which have no hope. For if we believe
that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also that
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For this we
say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are
alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall
not prevent them which are asleep.” 1 Thess. 4:13-15.
If the saint are dead, they are not alive. If they are
in the grave, they are not in heaven. If they have
no thoughts, then they are not thinking. If they know
nothing, then they are not intelligent. If they are asleep,
then they are not awake. If they are to be rewarded
at the judgment, they are not being rewarded now.
Dear reader, this is the doctrine we believe and teach,
Ts it not the doctrine of the Bible? D. M, C.

T not let a lay pass over your head without a com-
plete surrender to Jesus of your whole heait—only ba-
lievs, and thou shalt see the glory of God.
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Thoughts on the Book of Daniel. -

CHAPTER XI—CONTINUED.

Verse 31.  And armsshall stand on his part,
and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength,
and shall take away the daily sacrifice, and they
shall place the abomination that maketh deso-
late,

The power of the empire was committed to the
carrying on of the work before mentioned. And
they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, or
Rome. If this applies to the barbarians, it was
literally fulfilled ; for Rome was sacked by the
Goths, Huns, and Vandals, and the imperial
power of the West ceased through the conquest
of Rome by Odoacer. Orif it refers to those
rulers of the empire who were working in behalf
of the papacy against the pagan and all other
opposing religions, it would signify the removal
of the seat of the empire from Rome to Constan-
tinople ; which contributed more than anything
else to the downfall of Rome. The passage
wonld then be parallel to Dan, 8:11, and Rev.
13:2

“ And they shall take away the daily sacrifice.”
It was shown in Dan, 8:13, that *‘ gacrifice”” is
a word erroneously supplied ; that it should be

" desolation ; and that the expression denotes a
desolating power of which-the abomination of
desolation is but the eounterpart, and to which
it succeeds in point of time. The daily desola-
tion was paganism, the abomination of desola-
tion is the papacy. But it may be asked how
this can be the papacy ; since Christ spoke of it
in connection with the destruction of Jerusalemn,
And the answer is, Christ evidently referred to
the ninth of Daniel, which is a prediction of
the destruction of Jerusalem, and not to this
verse of the eleventh, which does not refer to
that event. Daniel, in the ninth chapter,
speaks of desolations, and ahominations, plural.
More than one abomination, therefore, treads
down the church ; that is, so far as the church
is concerned, both paganisin and the papacy are
abominations. But as distinguished from cach
other, the language is restricted, and one is the
daily desolation and the other is pre-eminently
the transgression or abomination of desolation.

Hew was the daily, or paganism, taken away?
As this is spoken of in connection with the plac-
ing or sctting up of the abumination of’ desola-
tion, or the papacy, it must denote, not merely
the nominal change of the religion of the em-
pire from paganism to Christianity, as on the
conversion, so-called, of Constantine, but such
an eradictiont of paganism from all the elements,
of the empire, that the way would be all
open for the papal abomination to arise and
aggert its arrogant eclaims. Such a revolu-
tion as this, plainly defined, was accomplished ;
but not for nearly two hundred years after the
death of Constantine.

As we approach the year a. 1. 508, we behold
a graud crisis vipening between Catholicisi and
the pagan influences still existing in the empire.
Up to the time of the conversion of Clovis,
king of France, a. ». 498, the French and other
pations of Western Rome were pagan ; but sub-
gequent to that event, the efforts to convert
idolators to Christ were crowned with great
success. The conversion of Clovis is said to
have been the occasion of bestowing upon the
French monarch the titles of ‘“Most Christian
Majesty,” and ‘‘ Eldest Son of the Church.”
Between that time and a. p, 508, by alliances,
capitulations, and conquests, the Arborici,
the Roman garrisons in the West, Brittany,
the - Burgundians, and the Visigoths, were
brought into subjection.

From the time when these successes were fully
accomplished, namely, 608, the papacy was tri-
wmphant so far as paganism was concerned ; for
though the latter doubtless retarded the progress
of the Catholic faith, yet it had nut the power,
if it had the disposition, to suppress that faith,
and hinder the encroachments of the Roman
pontiff. When the prominent powers of Europe
gave up their attachment to paganism, it was
only to perpetuate its abominations in another
form ; for Christianity, in the Catholic sense,
was only paganism baptized.

In England, Arthur, the tirst Christian king,
founded the Christian worship on the ruin of
the pagan. Rapin, who claims to be exact in
the chronology of events, states that he was
elected monarch of Britain in 508. Book ii,
p. 124,

The condition of the see of Rome was also
peculiar at this time. In 498, Symmachus as-
cended the pontifical throne as a recent convert
from paganism. He reigned to a. . 514. He
found his way to the papal chair, says Du Pin,
by striving with his competitor even unto blood.
He received adulation as the successor of St.
Peter, and struck the key note of papal assump-
tion, by presuming to excommunicats the em-
peror Anastasius. The most servile flatterers
of the pope now begav to maintain that he was
constituted judge in the place ot God, and that
he was the vicegerent of the Most High.

Such was the direction in which events were
tending in the West. What posture did affairs
ab the same time assume in the East ? A strong
papal party now existed in all parts of the empire.
The adherents of this cause in Constantinople,
onconraged by the success of their brethren in
the West, deemed it safe to commence open
hostilities in behalf of their master'at Rome.
In 508, their partisan zeal, culminated in a
whirlwind of fanaticism aud oivil war, which
swept in fire and blood through the strects of
the eastern capital.—@ibbon's Dec. and Fall,,
vol. iv, p. 526.

Let it be marked that in this year, 508, pa-

ganism had so far declined, and Catholicism

had so far relatively increased in strength, that
the Catholic church for the first time waged
a successful war against both the civil authority
of the empire and the church of the Hast, which
had for the most part embraced the Monopho-
gite doctrine. The extermination of 65,000
heretics was the result. '

With the following extract from Apollos
Hale, we close the testimony on this point :—

* We now invite our modern Gamaliels to take
a position with us in the place of the sanctuary
of paganism (since claimed as the ’patrimony
of St Peter’) in 508. We look a few years into
the past, and the rude paganism of the north-
ern barbarians is pouring dewn upon the nom-
inally Christian empire of Western Rome-—tri-
wnphing everywhere—and its triumphs every-
where distinguished by the most savage cruelty.
. . The empire falls, and is broken into
fragments. One by one the lords and rulers of

these fragments abandon their paganism and’

profess the Christian faith. In religion, the
conquerors are yielding to the conquered. But
still paganism is triumphant, Among its sup-
porters there is one stern and successful con-
queror, (Clovis.) Butsoonhe alsobows before
the power of the new faith, and becomes its cham-
pion. He is still trimmphant, but, as a hero
and conqueror, reaches the zenith at the point
we occupy, A. b. 508,

‘“In or near the same year, the last impor-
tant subdivision of the fallen empire is publicly,
and by the coronation of its triumphant ¢ mon-
arch,” Christianized.

“ The pontiff for the period on which we stand
is a recently converted pagan. The bloody
contest which placed him in the chair was decided
by the interposition of an Arian king. He is
bowed to and saluted as filling ‘the place of God
on earth,” The senate is so far under his
power, that on suspicion that the interests of the
see of Rome demand 'it, they excommunicate
the emperor. . In 508, the mine is
sprung beneath the throne of the Eastern Em-
pire. The result of the confusion and strife it
occasions is the humiliation of its rightful lord.
Now the question is, At what time was pagan-
ism so far snppressed, as to make room for its
substitute and successor, the papal abomination ?
When was this abomination placed in a position
to start on its career of blasphemy and blood ?
Is there any other date for ils being ¢ placed’ or
¢ sct up ’ in the room of paganism, but 5087 If
the mysterious enchantress has not now brought
all her victims within her power, she has takeu
her position, and some have yielded to the fas-
cination. The others are at length subdued,
‘and kings, and peoples, and multitudes, and
nations, and tongnes,” are brought under the
spell which prepares them, even while ¢ drunken
with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus,’ to
‘think they are doing God’s service,” and to
faney themselves the exclusive favorites of
Heaven, while becoming an eagier and richer
prey for the damnation of hell.”—Ad. Manual,
pp. 79-81. U. &

(T'o be continued.)

The Order of Events in the Judgment.

NUMBER EIGHT,

Wy have learned that there is a space of time
at the beginning of the voice of the seventh
angel, which is employed in closing up the work
of human probation. During this period the
living righteous conclude their probation, and
are accounted worthy to stand before the Son of
Man. Luke 21:86. This is the time of the
dead that they should be judged, 4. e. , the time
when the righteous dead are accounted worthy
of a part in the first resurrection. Luke 20 : 35,
36; Rev. 11:18. It is when the Ancient of
Days sits in judgment that Christ is crowned
king ; and this same event takes place nnder the
sounding of the seventh angel. Dam. 7:9-14;
Rev. 11:15-17. This shows that the judgment
scene of Dan. 7, is in the days of the seventh

angel, and that the judgment of the dead hers ) angel’s voice.

brought to view is at the Father’s tribunal,
Two things next claim our attention. 1. The
mighty proclamation which heralds the investi-
gative judgment at the beginning of the voice
of the seventh angel. 2. The opening of the
raost holy place of the heavenly temple for the
gession of that judgment.

The second and third woes come in conge-
quence of the voices of the sixth and seventh
angels. Rev. 8:13. There is a short space of
tifae between the second and third woes, and
hence such space must exist between the close of
the sixth angel’s voice and the commencement of
the seventh. Rev. 11:14. The termination of
the hour, day, month, and year of the sixth angel,
marks the conclusion of the second woe, Aug. 11,
1840, Rev. 9:15.

At the close of the sixth angel’s voice a mighty
angel descends from heaven to herald the sound-
ing of the seventh trampet. He has alittle book
open in his hand ; and he places his right foot
upon the sea, and his left foot on the carth, and
cries with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth,
Then the seven thunders utter their voices, but
John is forbidden to write what they utter.
The angel having made proclamation to the in-
habitants of the earth, lifts his hand to heaven
and swears that time shall be no longer; but
that in the days of the beginning of the seventh
angel’s voice the mystery of God should be fin-
ished as he hath declared to his servants the
prophets. Rev. 10:1-7.

His act of placing one foot upon the sea, and
oue upon the land, implies that his proclamation
pertains to all the dwellers upon the globe.
He cries with a mighty voice like the roar of a
lion ; but it is a voice that gives instruction and
warning to mankind. For he has a little book
open in his hand; a fact which indicates that
its contents form the subject of his proclamation.
When he has finished his announcement, he
confirms it with a solemn oath., The words of
this oath give a definite idea of the nature of
his proclamation,

1. That it relates to the definite time of some
grand eveut.

2. That this event is the‘soundi,ng of the
seventh angel.

3. That this proclamation is based upon the
prophets.

The book of Daniel contains the prophetic
periods which mark the very events of the
seventh angel’s voice. Among the earliest of
these events are the opening of the second
apartment of the heavenly temple (Rev. 11:19);
the judgment of the righteous dead (Rev. 11:
18); the finishing of the mystery of God (Rev.
10:7); and the coronation of Christ for the
destruction of his enemies. Rev. 11:15-19;
Ps. 2:6-9. The prophecy of Daniel reveals
this very session of the investigative judgment,
at which Christ is crowned kiug upon his own
throne (Dan.-7:9-14); and the final work in
the sanctuary of God for the closing up of hu-
man probation (Dan. 8:14); and marks the
very time for the beginning of shis grand work.

The book of Daniel must therefore be that
book out ¢f which the angel makes his procla-
mation of definite time; for this bovk alone
contains the prophetic periods, unless, indeed,
we add the book of Revelation, which is but a
second editien of the prophecy of Daniel. Now
it is a remarkable fact that the book of Daniel
was by divine direction closed up and sealed till
the time of the end, when the wise were to
understand. Dan. 12:4-10. The same power
which placed the seal upon it must be employed
to take it off. It was by the agency of the
angel of Gtod that this book was closed up ; and
it is by the same means that the seal isremoved.
And hence when the angel descends to herald
the work uunder the seventh truwnpet, that
prophecy which reveals the very events of that
trumpet, and mark the time of their commence-
ment, is open in his hand. Having made his
announcement therefrom, he swears that time
shall be no longer, 4. e., that the events pre-
dicted shall transpire where he then stands at
the end of the periods contained iun the little
book.

The time to the finishing of the mystery of
God must be the burden of the proclamation of
this mighty angel ; for the oath which he utters
to confirm hig proclamation plainly indicates its
nature. He swears that time should be no
longer ; but that the mystery of God should be
finished in the days at the beginning of the
seventh angel’s voice. But if there wers a
space of time between the oath and the voice of
the seventh angel, the words of the oath could
not be true. The time to which he swears
must be the time contained in the little book,
which reaches to the events of the seventh

That this oath uttered by the angel with th
open book relates to prophetic time, is farther
evident from the record of the oath which wat
uttered at the time when that book was sealed
up'; for the man clothed in linen, standing at s
time when the prophetic periods all lay in the
future, solemnly attests with an oath the timi
contained in the sealed book. Dan. 12:6, v
But the angel of Rev. 10, having the book opei
in his hand, first proclaims their terminatioﬁ’f
and then swears to the truth of his announce
ment. His outh marks ‘he end of the time if
question. Tt certainly does not mark the en’d{
of time considered as duration measured by
days, or years; for the closing words of thi
oath speak of days yet future under the sevenﬁf
angel. Nor does it mark the end of human
probation ; for the words of the oath place thii
also yet future under the sounding of t}fé
seventh angel, Verse 7. '

Moreover after the sating of the book by
John, who in this personates the church at the
time of the fulfilhinent of this prophecy, he wa
bidden to prophesy again before many peoples
and nations, is clear proof that there is a mes.
sage of mercy and of warning to men after the
oath of the angel that time should be no longen
Verses 7-11.  We must therefore concludy
that this oath has reference to the time whichi
the angel had announced from the book vpenin
hishand. This outh is the comploment of thit
in Dan, 12. In that, the man clothed in linen]
swears to prophetic time yet to be ; in this, thy
angel, having made solemn proclamation from:
the open book, lifts his hand to heaven and
sweurs to the accomplishment of the time,

There is indeed a criticism on the original
which gives it a very different meaning, Ing
stead of * there shall be time no longer " somy
render it ‘‘the time shall not yet be.” (Sw&
Barnes’ Notes on Revelation, p. 200). Thosy)
who give this translation’ involve the action ol
the angel in great absurdity. They understand
that the descent of this mighty angel symbol
izes the reformation of the sixteenth century:
And as the most prominent reformers taught
that the end was not far distant (See Barnes!
Notes on Revelation, pp. 202, 2093), these ez
positors assert that the angel swears to the
error of their teaching. Bub this canuot be
for it makes this symbolic angel utter a solemn:
oath in contradiction of his own testimong.

What has boen said is quite sufficient to show]
that the work of the mighty angel of Rev. 10is]
of the same nature with that of the angel o
Rev. 14:6,7. His message is uttered whils]
the living are yet in probation. It is termed!
the everlasting gospel because it is that which;
containg the good news of the coming kingdom:
of God. Like the mighty proclamation of they
angel of Rev. 10 which pertains to all the?
dwellers upon the globe, this also is addressed:
to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and;
people.  As the angel of Roev. 10 proclaims def-;
inite time connected with the seventh angeld;
voice, so this angel says with a loud voice,]
“ Fear God, »nd give glory to him ; for the hour!
of s judgment is come.” There must be defi-]
nite time to mark the proclamation of this an’
gel; and as men are addressed while yetb in pro.
bation, that time must be the prophetic periods
of the Bible. And herein have we a paralll,
to the case of the angel of Rev. 10 with the
open book in his hand, swearing to- the fulfill-+
ment of time. That relates to the sounding df )
the seventh angel and the tinishing of the mys-
tery of God ; this relates to the session of the ]
investigative judgment, which, as we have seen, |
is the same work. As a further work of proph:
esying remains after the angol of Rev, 10 swean-
that time shall be no longer, so in Rev. 14 after |
the angel has announced that the hour of God's ;
judgment is come, the like work remains to be
performed, |

The period designated as the hour of God'y
jufment, or tho days when the mystery of God
is to be finished, is not therefore ushered in by
the advent of Christ, for its work is preparatory :
to that event. But it is announced to the m
habitants of the earth by solemn proelamation, |
based on definite time and confirmed by an im.
wutable oath. The time must therefore be’]
givenrightly. Whenever, in fulfillment of Rev.
14:6, 7, the annonncenent is made, °“The;
hour of his judgment is come,” the time must:
be truthfully given. And certainly when the -
angel of Rev. 10 swears to the fulfillment of |
time, that time must there expire. Yet in each
case there is a further work of prophesying ar;
proclaiming trath to the children of men,

These seriptures can never have their fulfll.s
ment by a succession of time messages, each
disproving the truth of its predecessor, and
each being in turn disproved by the one'l
which succeeds it. When God gives these an.’
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nouncements they will be rightly given, though
. they are to be followed by the proclamation of
“other truths before the coming of our Lord
" Jobus Ohrist.
Those time- -movements whlch follow the gen-
uine, and which repeat themselves again and
_again in the persistent effort to fix the time of
_Christ’s advent, may possibly have some con-
noction with the thunders which John was for-
bidden to write, but they never can be in ful-
“fllment of the solemn announcement, ‘“The
hour of his judgment is come,” or of the sol-
¢emn oath that time should be no longer. For
these later time-movements are bub a succession
of efforts made to fix the definite time of Christ’s
advent, though that is not revealed in the
Bible, and though each movement is based upon
the failure of all which have preceded it. But
the genuine is given for the purpose of announc-
ing the investigative judgment, and its truth-
fulness being attested by the oath of the angel,
_it will never be retracted to make way for suc-
-cossive announcements of the time of Christ’s
. revelation. The opening of the heavenly tem-
¢ ple and the final work therein will be next con-
. sidered. . N. 4,

e —————— - P A e

‘Why Look for Honesty.

Tuira is a ery going up all over the land
: against the prevailing dishonesty of the age.
"Man is suspicious of his fellow man ; perhaps
there never wag a time when distrust so gener-

ully prevailed.  Those who have been looked
.- wpon as being patterns of uprightness, and every
. way fitted to be guardians of public funds, prove
* defaulters to large amounts, such as they can
: mever hope to pay; and they seem to feel no gon-
-corn about the payment. It is getting to be a
- -matter of serivus inquiry, wherc shall men be
. found to discharge faithfully the duties of govern-
- mont offices, or to handle the funds of widows
“snd orphang? A minister of Long Island after
« sulogizing a man on attending his funeral, said
> it was becoming a dangerous thing to speak a
_word in praise of any one deceased, until his
taccounts were examined. Warsrise ap with the
Indla,ns costing millions of money and huyn-
" dreds of lives, because those who are entrusted
with the means to carry out our treaty stipula-
tions agpropriate the money to their own uses.
:0Our postal departmeni is burdened on account of
the dishonesty of contractors, who swear to serv-
-ee, and receive heavy pay for it, which was
i nover performed. Officers of banks and insur-
‘snce companies will, one week, swear to the
-good standing of their institutions, and the next
~week fail, and carry trouble and destitution to
‘hundreds of households. Stealing is becoming
an obsolete word ; it would be impolite to charge
with theft the man who lives in such a fine
. house and gives such splendid dinners—no, he is
‘only a defaulter, reveling in the wealth which
- he has taken from the needy who trusted to his
‘honor. Public buildings, which are estimated
-10 cost only thousands, sometimes cost imillions
_because those who handle public funds put all
-the money into their owa pockets which they
sun possibly retain.  Sympathy, instead of go-
ing out toward the victims of crime, rises up to
shield the criminal from the punishment jusily
.due his crimes.
-+ The churches are sadly feeling the influence
«of this state of things. It is not forgotten that
when a very prosperous revival meeting was
progressing in New York, the men who were
assistingin the work made way with the con-
Jributions.  Money does not seem to be safe
anywhere, The Christian Statesman, the organ
of the party which is seeking to amend our
-National Counstitutionin favor of religion, founds
.its strong argument for this change in the need
1o secure a higher standard of honesty, especially
in the administration of public affairs.

Having looked this matter over with much in-
terest, our observation extending over a score of
years on this very point, we are firinly fixed in
conviction that the public feeling does not de-
mand honesty. The standard is now as high as
desired.  This may seem to be a sirange state-
ment, but we are thoroughly convinced it is
sruth,  The great majority of the religious world
does not favor tenderness of conscience, and the
Christian Statesman presents, in its course, the
most glaring inconsistency in trying to build up
the very state of things which it professes to be
trying to put down.

The highest of all obligations is that which we
owe to God. Irreverence for God is never ac-
companied by true reverence for any power.
An open disvegard of the claims of God is not
consistent with a high regard for the rights of
man, And where the rights of God are truly
rogarded there must of necessity be a regard for
‘the just claims of all his creatures. A mother
was onoce asked how it was that she succee led

in training up her children to such a nice sense
of honor and virtue with the teachings and ‘ex-
ample of their father against all her efforts.
Her answer was, that she constantly kept before
them the authority of God, and inculcated rev-
erence for Him; she never made any direct ref-
erence to the ungodly example of her husband,
but she tmed to fill their minds and hearts with
a sense of obligations to God, and thus shut out
those influences from which they were in danger
of being ruined.

Let us now justify the opinion expressed
above by reference to facts, such as are con-
stantly transpiring all over the land. Not long
singe I held meetings in a small village where T
received a good hearing. I presented the claims
of the law of God, fromn which there was no open
dissent, as there was no church of antinomians

in the place. I presented the claims of
the fourth commandment—the ' obligations
to which was very generally confessed—

and T proved, even to the satisfaction of almost
every hearer, that it cannot be made to enforce
any day but the seventh day. It was well known
that scores were fully convinced that the argu-
ment was all right, and that the Bible teaches
that ‘‘the seventh day is the Sabbath,” to the
exclusion of every other day. A brother a well
esteemed member of the Methodist church, de-
termined to obey the commandnient. The next
Sabbath he laid aside his working clothes, and,
attired as was fitting for the day of rest, hg
walked through the street, He said he was
much surprised to see that the people so gener-
ally regarded him with the greatest 'quder.
Those whe were convinced that the seventh day
is the Sabbath were free to express their surprise
ab his course, While no one expressed any sur-
prise that professed Christians who had con-
fessed the duty did not obey the commandment.

I am often reminded of the remark of a promi-
nent member of a Baptist church in a western
city, who, when asked why his people did not
keep the seventh day when they become convin-
ced it was duty answered: ‘‘That is not the
kind of religion we have in this city. You must
not expect people in thig day to leave a popular
ervor for unpopulartruth.” Andsoibtis all over
the land, people of all grades, church members
and even ministers, will confess the truth and
their duty, and there they stop. Nobody looks
upon it a8 at all strange that they utterly disre-
gard their known duty to God. But if one more
conscientious than his neighbors, dares to step
out and act according to his convietions, he im-
mediately becomes an object of ridicule and re-
proach. Professed Christians laugh at what
they call his folly, and scoft’ at his following the
dictates of his conscience, though enlightened
and sustained in his course by the plainest dec—
larations of God's word. Are not these thmgs
80! And while open disregard of the acknowledg-
ed claims of God's law i3 commanded, and obe-
dience to the divine precepis is scoffed at even
in the churches, is it any wonder that crimes
against the rights of man cease to be considered
criminalg, that stealing softens down into de-
faulting, and lying is only prevarieation or
merely managing ?

We can easily make good our assertions that
the Christian Statesman presents in its course the
most glaring inconsistency. Professing the high-
est regard for the claims of God’s law and the
strongest desire to correct the existing want of
conscientious regard for right, and acknowledg-
ing the ten commandments as the foundations
of all right, it is yet seeking to obtain a national
law which shall compell men to violate their
consciences, and to disregard the express words
of Jehovah as given in that law. We have no
words in which te express onr astonishment at
the blind folly of those who will thus profess

and thus act.
We are thankful that, while the majority love

a superficial religion, or the gloss and tinsel of
the appearance of conscientionsness without the
vitality and pewer, it is not so with all. There
are truly honest-hearted ones, here and there,
all over the land, who deplore this state of
things, and who love the ways of God. They
joyfnlly receive the message which points to a
reform, as soon as they hear. As long as we
find humble ones, with tearful eyes and words
of gratitude, receive the assurance that God has
not forgotten his waiting ones, but is leading
his people out of this darkness into tight, we are
encouraged to labor on. If the sheaves are few
which we reap compared with the abundance of
the tares, we know that they will prove to be
exceedingly precious in the day of our Saviour's
coming, In hope of the joy of that day we will
toil on, knowing that our beloved Redeemer will
be *‘glorified in them that believe~in that day.”
2 Thess. 2. " J. H. WaGGONER,
Clyde, O., April 7, 1878.

Denmark.

ArsTrUP, MARCH 25.—I have spent the past
week with the friends in Tylstrap, and eur
meetings have, through the mercy of God, been
blessed to the good of souls, We have also
held a few meetings at a brother’s house in
Norrehede, in the parish of O. Brénderslev.
Tuesday afternoon we met in a barn, as there
was not room to seat the audience (about one
hupdred) in the house, The parish priest, who
was said to be a highly educated and very
friendly man, met with us.

He said he had come as spokesman for his
flock, to inquire of me what the difference was

| between his teachings and ours,-and wanted

opportunity to reply. He thought he had a
right to demand this, as I was holding meetings
in his parish, and teaching doctrines different
from those of the State church. He said he
had heard both good and bad reports about me,
and he wished to know what Was true.

I answered that it way a great pleasure for
me to accede to his request, and that it would
rejoige me much if the priest in every place
where 1 labored would come to me with the
same demand.

At first I brought out different points in
Christianity on which I knew we were agreed,
and called his attention to the fact that we were
perfectly agreed on these points. But as re-
gards the Sabbath of the Lord his people and
mine were not agreed ; for we keep the seventh
day according to the commandment of God, but
they observe a day which the Lord has never
insilituted as a day of rest.

Then followed some lively testimonies on this
subject from both sides. He excused himself
by saying that he did not wish to cambat with
the word of God as a weapon, because he did
not know as his memory was good enough for
that; and finally he virtually admitted that
what I had said on this subject was truth;
namely:—

1. That Sunday is not set forth in the word
of God as the Sabbath or a holy day.

2. That the observance of Sunday is simply
a custom which is not binding on the conscience
according to the word of God.

3. That the decalogue was given in order that
man might see and repent of his gins, and there-
fore it is not abolished.

4. That the early Christian churches in Jeru-
galem observed the seventh day as the Sabbath.

5. That our Saviour kept the seventh day and
none other ; that this was his custom, and that
we should follow his example.

6. That there is nothing ceremonial or Mosaic
connected with the Sabbath of the Lord ; for i$
was instituted at.creation, before the fall.

All his eloquent words about Christian liberty

and beautiful customs evaporate like dew before

the morning sun, when he makes such admis-
sions as these. And this every one will admit
who believes that the word of Godis of greater
importance than the word of man, and that
Christ is not the minister of sin, and that he has
not by his redemption given us liberty to sin or

to transgress the holy commandment of God ;-

but that he, on the contrary, writes the law of
God in our hearts, so that this is the love of
God that we keep his commandments, and his
commandments are not grievous.. 1 John 5.
‘“He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not
his commandments, s a liar, and the truth is
not in him.” 1 John 2. .

The priest said that if any became convinced
that the seventh day was the Sabbath, then they
ralso ought to observe it, and that diligently.

After that he wished me to present our doe-
trine and faith in regard to baptism and the
Lord's supper. We were entirely in harmony
about the signification of these ordinances, and
he admitted that the method we use is in ac-
cordance with the word of God. He thought
that it was a matter of indifference whether the
customs used in the church, and which are not
mentioned in the Bible, were followed or not,
Every one might do as he pleased. He pre-
ferred, of course, to have the children baptized
in their infancy, but this was left to every one’s
own convictions, Then he gaid that he did not
know as I cared to hear his meaning, but he
would, nevertheless, state to me and the audi-
ence, that it had been a pleasure for him to
converse with me. He could not discover but
that I taught a good Christian doctrine, and he
was pleased to see that I showed a Christian
demeanor.

Finally I gave a short exhortation, and en-
deavored to impress upon the audience thas the
principal part of religion does not consist in
doctrines and knowledge, but in turning from
darkness to light ; from the service of the wicked

one to God ; that we every day stand in danger ,

of the impending judgment ; and that the great
day of God is near, when the hidden things of
the heart shall be revealed. Thenshall he that
doeth the will-of God abide forever. 1 John 2.
The Spirit of the Lord affected many hearts,
and the priest thanked me at the close of the
meeting, and said that he had been edified.
This has strengthened the believers here very
much, and has become a matter of thought for
many others. May the Lord save more and
more from the unhappy chains of unbelief and
sin, and may sinners be converted to the glory
of his name.

Our Bible-clags, Sabbath-school, and prayer-
meeting have been greatly blessed this week.
About sixty persons attended the meeting Sab-
bath afternoon. The prayer-meetings in Alstrup
are not a8 well attended when I am a,wayﬁﬁ‘;?yet
there are some who come together every Sab-
bath and try to draw pear to the Lord and en-
courage one another. Yesterday there were
about two hundred persons present in the
meeting-house. I preached on the subject of
the law in Galatians. We wish to express our
thanks to Brother Canright for the light he has
given us on this subject.

Tvyrsrrup, ArRitL 1. The Lord has helped us
in our labors. The truth of God has made
gome advancement. There are now thirty per-
gons here who observe the Sabbath of the Lord.
‘We continue to labor on in hope.

JouN G. MarTESON.

- .-

Reports from the erld

(Cundensed from Review and Herald.)

Massachusetts,

Ipswicn.—Meetings have been in progress
here over two weeks, Brethren Stone and
Haines report, April 19, that eight persons had
resolved, to keep the next Sabbath,

Canada.

Barrorp.—A good work is still going for-
ward in this place under the labors of Eider A. 0.
Bourdeau., About forty are said to be keeping
the Sabbath. Quite a good start has been
made in the tract and missionary work.

Wisconsin.

Sanp Praris.—Brother Atkinson has been
laboring in this place. Nineteen have been bap-
tized and twenty-tive have united with the
church.

Apams Ownrer,—Through tho labors -of
Brother Olsen in this place four have made a start
for the first time to be true followers of Jesus;
and the brethren and sisters resolved anew to
serve the Lord more faithfully.

Minnesota.

Excuisn Grove axp Grove Lake.-—-Breth-
ren Grant and Ells report: ‘‘March 13, we
commenced meetings at English Grove, so
near Lake Ellen that the members of that
church could attend our meetings, The Lord
blessed our labors here. Fourteen commenoced
to keep the Sabbath, seven were baptized, and
eleven were added to the Lake Ellen church.
Since April 1, we have held cleven meetings at
Grove Lake. Three commenced to keep the
Sabbath.  As the result of the past five weeks
labor nineteen have accepted the truth.”

Indiana.

Wory Lake.—Elder 8. H. Lanc writes:
“ When I first preached here two yuvars ago, 1
encountered the bitterest opposition T have ever
met ab any point in this State, The few who
embraced the truth, and did: not move away,
have tried to live it out and have distributed
reading maiter. We have occasionally visiﬁad
them, and, as the vesult, through the blessing
of the Lord, quite a number have embraced
the truth and prejudice has nearly died out.
During my last visit we organized a church of
sixteen members. When I first labored here, I
introduced the Sians, two families subscribed.
They are now rejoicing in the truth, One of
these familied came from England a few years
ago; they have sent the Sians to England and-
thus raised some interest there.”

Texas.

TerrELL -—Brethren Kilgore and Caldwell
are holding tent-meetings in this new field.
April 16 they write : ‘‘ We are able to report
progress. Kach evening the tent is well filled
with attentive hearers, and the interest is of a
settled character.”

Tennessee,

NasuvVILLE. —Brother Soule writes : ¢ Since
my last report I have preached near Eaton's
COreek P. O, most of the time. There are two
meeting-houses here free for all denominations,
and though it has been the busiest time of the
year, there has been a good atttendanoe. Bight
have commenced the observance of the Sab-
bath.”
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were very particular to beautify the tombs
of the dead prophets as evidence of their
esteem for them; yet they did not profit by
their teachings, nor regard their reproofs and
warnings, o

In the days of Christ a superstitious regard
was cherished for the tombs of the dead,
This was frequently carried to the verge of
idolatry, and vast sums of money were lav-
ished upon their decoration. The same spe-
cies of idolatry is carried to great lemgths
to-day, and especially by the Roman church.
But the Christian world at large are guilty
of neglecting the widow and the fatherless,
the poor and afflicted, to erect expensive
monuments in honor of the dead. Time,
money, and labor are not stinted for this
purpege, while duties to the living are neg-
lected: The Pharisces built the tombs of
the prophets and garnished their sepulchers,
and said one to another, If we had lived in
those days we should not have been partak-
ers with those who shed the blood of God's
gervants. Yet at the same time they were
planning to destroy the Son of God, and
would not have hesitated to inbrue their
hands in his blood if they had not feared the
people.

This condition of the Pharisees should be
a lesson to the Christian world of the present
day ; it should open their eyes to the power
of Satan to deceive human minds when they
once turn from the precious light of truth,
and yield to the control of the enemy.
Many follow in the track of the Pharisees.
They revere the martyrs who died for their
faith; and declare that, had they lived in
the days when Christ was upon the earth,
they would have gladly received his teach-
ings and obeyed them; they would never
have been partakers of the guilt of those
who rejected the Saviour. But these very
persons stifle their honest convictions at any
cost rather than yield obedience tb God
when it involves self-denial and humiliation.
In our day the light shines clearer than in
the time of the Pharisees. Then the people
were to accept Christ ag revealed in proph-
ecy, and to believe on him through the evi-
dences which attended his mission. The
Jews saw in Jesus a young Galilean without
worldly homor, and, though he came as
propbecy foretold he would come, they re-
fused to accept their Messiah in poverty and
humiliation, and crucified him, as prophecy
foretold they would do.

The Christian world now has a Saviour
who has fulfilled all the specifications of
propbecy in regard to his life and death ;
yet many reject his teachings, they do not
follow his precepts, they crucify the Saviour
every day. Should they be tested as were
the Jews at the first advent of Christ, they
would not accept him in his humiliation and
poverty.

From the time that the first innocent
blood was shed, when righteous Abel fell by
the hand of his brother, iniquity had in-
creaged upon the earth. From generation to
generation the priests and rulers had slighted
the warnings of the prophets whom God had
raised up and qualified to reprove the sins of
the people. There had been great need of
these men, who, in every age, had lifted their
voices against the sins of kings, rulers, and
subjects, speaking the words God gave them
to utter, and oheying the divine will at the
peril of their lives. From generation to
generation there had been heaping up a ter-
rible punishment, which the enemies of
Christ were now drawing down upon their
own heads by their abuse and rejection of
the Son of God, whose voice was raised in
condemnation of the sin existing among the
priests and rulers to a greater degree than at
any previous time. They were filling to
overflowing their cup of iniquity, which was
to be emptied upon their own heads in retri-
butive justice, making their generation re-
sponsible for the blood of all the rightcous
nen slain from Abel to Christ. Of this,
Jesus warned them :—

¢« That upon you may come all the right-
eous blood shed upon the earth, from the
hlood of righteous Abel unto the blood of
Zacharias, son of Barachias, whom ye slew
between the temple and the altar. Verily I
say unto you, all these things shall come
npon this generation.,” The Savieur, with
hand wuplifted toward heaven and a divine
light enshrouding his person, spoke in the
character of a judge of those before him.
The listening crowd shuddered as his denun-
siations were spoken. The impression made
upon their minds by his words and looks
was never to be effaced in after years.

Israel had little heeded the commands of
Jod. While the words of warning which
Jod bad given him to speak were upon the
lips of Zacharias, a satanic fury seized the
ipostate king, and the command was given
0 slay the prophet of God. The scribes and

Pharisees who listened to the words of Jesus
knew that they were true, and that the
blood of the slain prophet imprinted itself
on the very stones of the temple court and
could not be erased, but remained to bear its
testimony to God, in witness against apostate
Israel. As long as the temple should stand,
there would remain the stain of that right-
eous blood, crying to God to be avenged.
As Jesus referred to these fearful crimes a
thrill of horror ran through the hearts of the
mulsitude.

His voice had been heard upon earth in
gentleness, entreaty, and affection ; but now
that the occasion required it, he spoke as
judge, and condemned the guilt of the Jews.
The Saviour, looking forward, foretold that
their future impenitence, and intolerance of
God’s servants, would be the same as it had
been in the past:—

“Wherefore, behold, I send unto you
prophets, and wise men and scribes, And
some of them ye shall kill and crucify ; and
some of them shall ye scourge in your syna-
gogues, and persecute them from city to city.”

Prophets and wise men full of faith and
the Holy Ghost, represented by Stephen,
James, Paul and many others, seribes, men
of learning, who understood the Scriptures
and could present them in all their bearings
as revealed by God, would be scorned and
persecuted, condemned and put to death,

The Saviour spoke no words of retaliation

for the abuse he had received at the hands-

of his enemies. No unholy passion stirred
that divine soul; but his indignation was
directed against the hypocrites whose gross
sins were an abomination in the sight of God.
The conduct of Christ upon this occasion re-
veals the fact that the Christian can dwell
in perfect harmony with God, possess all
the sweet attributes of love and mercy, yet
feel a righteous indignation against aggra-
vating sin,

Divine pity marked the pale and mournful
countenance of the Son of God as he cast one
long, lingering look upon the temple and then
upon his hearers, and with a voice choked by
deep anguish of heart and bitter tears ex-
claimed: <O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou
that killest the prophets, and stonest them
which are sent unto thee, how often would I
bave gathered thy children together, even as
a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings,
and ye would not !”

Pharisees and Sadducees were alike
silenced, Jesus called his disciples and pre-
pared to leave the temple, not as one defeated
and forced from the presence of his adversa-
ries, but as one whose work was accomplished.
He retired a victor from the contest with his
bigoted and hypocritical opponents. TLook-
ing around upon the interior of the temple
for the last time, he said with mournful
pathos, ¢ Behold, your house is left unto you
desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall no
more see me henceforth till ye shall say,
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the
Lord.” Hitherto he had called it his Fath-
er's house, but now, as the Son of God passed
out from those walls, God’s presence was with-
drawn forever from the temple built to his
glory. Henceforth its services were to be a
mockery, and its ceremonies meaningless;
for Jerusalem’s day of probation was at an
end,

Jesus had spoken clear and pointed words
that day, which cut his hearers to the heart.
Their effect .might not be seen at once, but
the seed of truth sown in the minds of the
people was to spring up and bear fruit to the
glory of Gog, and be the means of saving
many souls. After the crucifixion aud resur-
rection of the Savieur, the lessons he had
given that day would be revived in the hearts
of many attentive listeners, who would in
turn repeat the imstruction which they had
heard, for the benefit of future generations
to the close of time.

THE HOME CIRCLE.

He Will Soon Be Here.

AFTER a long day’s journey, 1 arrived at
the house of some relatives in.Wales, who
had invited me to spend Christmas with
them, After the first greetings had been
exchanged, I said: “But I don’t see my
dear Ruthie.”

“No, aunt,” one of the children answered,
“Ruth is obliged to be out this evening;
and she wants to have you all to herself at
first, because she has some news that nobody
else is to tell you.”

Ruth, the eldest daughter, had been for
some time betrothed to a gentleman holding
a civil post in India, whither soon after their
engagement, he had been compelled to return,
At the time of which I am speaking, there
was every probability of his being able to
revisit England in 2 few months, and claim

his betrothed; but when last I heard from
Ruth, the time for his coming was still unset-
tled. I at once guessed that her good news
bad reference to this matter ; nor was I mis-
taken. Soon after I bad retired for the night,
there came a gentle tap at my bedroom door,
and Ruth entered; there was a light in her
eyes, a joyous elasticity in her step.

“ Auntie,” she cried, as she embraced me,
% they haven’t told you?”

“No, darling; only that you have some-
thing to tell.”

So, making me sit down by the fire, she
told me, with a happy blushing face, while
she drew a letter from her pocket, that Her-
bert had written to say he would be home
from Ixdia the following February. ¢ He
must almost have started before I got this,”
she said, “Oh, auntie, I can hardly believe
it for joy !”

After congratulating her most .cordially,
I said .

¢ But, dear Ruth, if he has started by this
time, he will be home before February.”

“No, aunty, I was going to tell you;
there is one little drawback; he says he
hasn't been quite well, and though he is
really all right now, he ig 8o strongly advised
to come by the long sea voyage, that he has
made up his mind to do so.”

1 thought this was not the time to remind
my niece of the uncertainty of earthly things,
We .cannot prepare our loved onmes for the
darkness through which God may purpose to
lgad them, by casting éver the sunshine he
sends, the sbadow of our misgivings, I
therefore only expressed my ardent wishes
for the loved one’s safe arrival, ‘

When Ruth had left me, I sat thinking
how much more gladness there should be in
the lives, in the very faces, of those who are
looking for the coming of the heavenly Bride-
groom, Could there be, I asked myself, a
surer test of our affections toward the Lord
Jesus, than our feelings about his personal
return } :

Every day’s intercourse with my niece
taught me, in some new and practical way,
how the thought of our Lord’s appearing
should regulate our present aims and occupa-
tions—should influence our views concerning
the possessions, privations, joys, and sorrows
of this transitory life.

I noticed she was less with the family cir-
cle than formerly; and one day I went to
seek her in her room. There I found her
sitting at a table which was covered with
books ; she was reading a large volume, and
busily making notes from it.

“This is a new sort of occupation for you,
my dear,” I remarked.

“Yes, aunt, but you see Herbert is so
clever, I don’t want him to find me very igno-
rant, so L am studying history two hours a day.
And as he said something in his last letter,
about going on the continent after our wed-
ding, I want to get up my French and Ger-
man.”

Again, one afternoon there was to be a
shopping expedition to the neighboring town,
and Rutl’s mother and sister were busily
engaged making a list of what they wanted.
¢ Now, Ruth,” her mother asked, what can
I do for you?”

“ Nothing, thank you, mamma. Itis not
worth while now. I must think about my
outfit next month, as Herbert will soon be
here.” ’

Shortly before Chuistmas, an invitation
wag received for as many of the family as
could go to an entertainment given by a gen-
tleman and lady who had lately settled in
the neighborhood. It was accepted; but the

carriage roora was limited, and Ruth, hear-

ing herself mentioned among those who must
certainly be of the party, said it would be a
great pity she should keep any one else from
going. “You gee, papa,” she said, “it is of
more consequence the others should make
acquaintance with these people, as I am so
soon going away.”

On another occasion I heard some young
friendsask her if she bad heard anything about
the house of Peshawur where she was to live,
“ Hardly anything,” she answered. «1
know Herbert has been preparing it for a
long time ; but he has scarcely told me any-
thing about it but that it seems lonely to
him ; and 1,” she added, in a lower tone,
“have scarcely thought anything about it,
except that he will be there.”

But, alas! Herbert never came home for
his betrothed. The indisposition of which
he had made light, deceiving himself for her
dear sake, rapidly increased; and at length,
all hope -of recovery being at an end, he
started for England in the hope of at least
dying amidst his loved ones. But even this
wish was not fulfilled ; he breathed his last
on board ship, before the voyage was over.

Many years have passed since then. Af-
ter a time it pleased God to heal my young
niece’s sorrow; and although that tie was

painfully sundered, she i now a happy, mid-
dle aged wife and mother.

But the impression left upon my mind by
her earnest looking for her expected bride-
groom has never been effaced; and, to this
hour, when the things of this passing life
threaten to assume an undue importance, I
recall Ruth’s oft-repeated words, “It is not
worth while, when he will so soon be here;”
and I strive to bring the glory of the coming
again, in his glorious majesty, of * that great
God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ,” to bear
on all the interest of time ; to keep me soher
in its_joys, and content in its sorrows ; and
to be careful for nothing because ¢ the Lord
is at hand.”

And many a time, when I have felt a long-
ing for more definile information regarding
the promised land, the better country whence
the Lord Jesus will return to receive us unto
himgelf, I have remembered Ruth’s simple
words with respect to her unknown dwelling-
place in India, and rested my heart on the
blessed thought, “ He who loves me with an
everlasting love is preparing a mansion for
me there; his happiness is not complete
without the presence of his redeemed ones;
and neither can there, in this case, be any
disappointed hopes; for the heavenly Bride-
groom ever lives; and his precious promise
to all who look for and long for and ¢love his
appearing’ is, ‘I go to prepare a place for
you; and if I go to prepare a place for you,
I will come again and receive you unto my-
self, that where I am there ye may be also.’
And ‘surely I come quickly.’”

Ol, that each reader would heartily respond
to this blessed assurance, “ Amen. ¥ven so,
come l.ord Jesus.”— English Tract.

The Blighted Life.

It was at a boarding-house in one of our
large cities, where 1 was expecting to sojourn
for some months, that I made the acquain-
tance of Henry Somers. The first time I
went to the table, he attracted my attention
by his loquacity, He talked more than any"
one else; but though bis conversation was
fluent and animated, his countenance did not
light up ; indeed he had not an expressive
face, and what expression there was, was not
cheerful, It was that of a man with whom
things were not going happily ; of one who
had something on his heart—some disappeint-
ment, some sorrow, some anxiety, somse
heavy care. At first I thought the sweet,
gentle, youthful woman who sat beside him
was his wife, but in this I soon found that I
was Inistaken ; their proximity at the table
being merely accidental, and their. acquain-
tance not of long standing. He had never
been married.

Judging from his appearance, I should say
that Somers, at this time, was approaching
forty years of age. His dress was always
most scrupulously neat, and his light brown
hair and full handsome beard in perfect order.
His blue eyes, though lusterless, and sur-
rounded with a dark circle, were always in
motion, as if indicative of an uneasy, rest-
lesssoul. His cheeks were somewhat sunken,
and his face pale.

As the seagson advanced, I became better
acquainted with wy fellow boarder, and
found that he had been quite a traveler;
having not only been in Europe, butin China
and Japan. I discovered, too, that he be.
longed to a wealthy family, and that he had
enjoyed opportuntties of improvement far
beyond what fall to the lot of most young
men., But still there was not that intelli-
gence and culture which such advantages
shonld have given him, His conversation
wag quite disconnected, and, sometimes
almost silly. Occasionally he seemed much
dejected, talking about the unfeeling and
heartless, selfish world, and his own hard lot ;
and even wished he was dead. He had
no employment, but told me that not long
before he had almost completed arrange-
menis for going mto business, but that the
party failed to keep their word.

Two or ihree months had elapsed after
my first meeting with my somewhat myste-
rious scquaintance when he disappeared from
bis place at the table for some days, and
no one knew what bad become of him. He
had told no one of his intended absence,
and his trunk and clothes were still in hig
room. Various were the conjectures, us day
after day passed without hig return. The
mystery was soon solved. Learning one
morning that he had come back -the night
before, and that he wax sick in his room, I
went to see him. The first glance told the
tale. He had been in a debauch, and was
now in the prostrate condition consequent
upon days of drunkenmness. 1 sat down by
his bedside, spoke kindly to him, let him
know that I understood the state of the case,
that I wished to be his friend, and to do all
in my power to help him up from his fall.
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Sympathy and kind words quickly unlocked
his burdened heart, and he told me his sor-
rowful story. He had fallen in with so-
called friends, who enticed him to drink, and
having once tasted he could not stop; he
had lain several days at a public-house under
the influence of liquor, and the debauch hav-
ing run its course, he had now come back,
“in soul and body,” as he expressed it, “the
most wretched man alive.” With nerves
unstrung, stomach disordered, burning thirst,
an aching head, and an aching heart, he was
indeed a pitiable spectacle.

But notwithstanding the evident suffer-
ings of this miserable man, it was a relief to
him to have some one present, and especially
one t0 whom he could unburden his.oppressed
and troubled soul. He told me his whole
story. ¢ This is not the firgt time,” said he,
“no, not by hundreds, that I have been as
you now see me, This thing has been "going
on for years. Long ago I contracted the
habit of drinking, and it has clung to me
with a power that I can’t shake off. 1 am
the son of a rich man and that has been my
ruin, I had plenty of money, and abundant
opportunities of indulgence, and but for that
my life would have been a very different one.
My social position, and ample means gave
me access t0 a club, when I was quite young.

. “There T met a gay, jolly set, and we used]
to play cards, and take drinks night after
night, until a very late hour. TIn this way
things weut on from bad to worse, until
- gomotimes I took a dozen or mwore drinks in
“a night, and of course never went home
sober. 'This sprt of life soon brought its nat-
ural consequences. My family were morti-
- fied and distressed. At first they plead and
temonstrated ; then they grew harsh, and
“repronched. I was making a brute of my-
“golf disgracing them, Various means were
. résorted to, to reform me, und after a time I
" was taken to Europe to get me out of the
“way of bad companions; but this did not
“help the matter much. Afterwards they
-gent me off to China, in hopes that the long
voyage and change of life would break up
- my wretched habits; but this did not avail.
%1 remained two years in the Kast, and
-son made the acquaintance of Englishmen
who were harder drinkers than my old com-
‘panions ; and the only wonder is that I lived
to get back to my own country. Perhaps it
-would have been better if I had died there,
-but T was spared and came home, and for a
while strove to do better. Isdeed I reformed
s far that my father put me into business,
but the accursed drink soon got the better of
me, no longer fit for business, I was once
more set adrift, and with old companions to
“help me on to ruin.
© “What I have gone through since ‘then,
God only knows. Some time ago I con-
-cluded that I would make a desperate effort
“to break the horrible bondage, and as it was
important to get away from old haunts and
companions, I came to thiscity. Iam allowed
just money enough to pay necessary expenses;
but even that, with the exception of a few
dollars a month, is not rigked in my hands,
I had been keeping sober until I fell into this
bad company, and then, as you see, I was
overcome and I fear this will continue to be
the way. 'What is to be the end—how long
this wretched sort of life is to continue, I don’t
know ; but if I were only ready for a better
world, what a relief it would be to die!”

The foregoing was not given in the con-
finuous form in which I have narrated it ; he
wag suffering too much for that—nor in the
precise words; but this is the story. He
looked and talked like one who, although con-
‘scious of his frightful bondage, was yet hope-
less as to his power to escape. I told him
‘that God could help him, that his grace was
‘allsufficient, and that if with a pemtent, bro-
“ken heart, he would cast himself at the feet
‘of the Sinner’s Friend, he would find mercy
‘and be made a thoroughly reformed man; and
-that this was tho only help that would cer-
“fainly avail.

+ “Twish I were a Christian,” said he ; “what
% blessing it must be to be a Christian! I
‘should think you must be the happiest man
;in the world, with a Christian’s hope, and
:spending your life in trying to do good.”
7+ This was spoken in the tone and manner of
‘one whose bittereexperience afforded a som-
ibre background for setting off his ideal of a
*Christian, But though the words were sin-
{cere, they were evidently but the passing ut-
‘erances of a restless, disturbed spirit.
¥ After a few moments silence, he said :—
7 4I'm like the man in the Bible—FEsau,
.’é.was 't it?T—that sold his birthright for a
“mess of pottage. I sold mine for a glass of
liquor.”
i« 'Well, there’s one thing,” said I, “that
‘you ought to do, and which I suppose you
iean do-—that is, to get some employment.
ou know the proverb ¢ An idle mind is the
vil's workshop;’ and so long as you are

unemployed, you will be more liable to fall
into temptation.”

“T know that very well,” he replied,  but
how can I get employment? My father
won’t trust me with money, for he thinks T
would soon waste it ; and nobody would take
a man into a business house who knows noth-
ing about business, aud who, they would be
sure to find out, had been dissipated. And
to tell the truth, I am not fit for business;
my miserable course of life has injured my
mind. T can’t fix my attention on anything,
and what .I undertook to do wouldn’t be
done well. The fact is, there’s no hope for
me. ON, if I was only prepared, what a re-
liet it would be to die!” )

The tone and manner in which thiy wag
said, showed that it came from a thoroughly
wretched heart. It was the wail of woe from
one who had made shipwreck of himself.

After this interview I not unfrequently
conversed with this unhappy man. His
course was still the same—sometimes for
months conducting himself well, and then fall-
ing into a debauch. But at his best moments
there was about him an air of misery and
hopelessness, which always excited my sym-
pathy. He went to the West some years
since, and not long ago I read a notice of his
death. Poor fellow ! from what I have been

able to gather about his last years, they were'|

of a picee of his previous life, and no light
shown upon his closing scene.

T have narrated the foregoing as a strik-
ing illustration, of the wreck which bad
habits, contracted in youth, make of the
entire-subsequent life, This man was not
cut ¢ff in the morning of his days; he lived
to middle age. Nor did he sink to utter
degradation. He never lay in the gutter;
he was not a commor outcast; nor did he
die literally a drunkard’s death, For years
he saw the evil of his course, and would fain
have changed it ; but when he had made the
attempt, he could neither form the social ties
nor make the business connections so essen-
tial to his consinuance in well-doing.

-What he said of himself, indeed was true;
he really was fit for nothing. His enfeebled
mind rendered him an nninteresting coms-
panion; he was incapable of continuance and
intelligent application, and he was restless as.
the troubled sea. All this, combined with
shattered nerves and an irresolute will, made
him apparently as unavailable for all the
practical purposes of manhood as any human
being I ever saw. Oftentimes I used to
think what could be done for him, or with
him, but there seemed nowhere to begin,
nothing to build upon. Had he become a
Christian that would have furnished the
needful objective point; but thoughts on
that subject came and went through his
mind like water through a sieve. And so
powerless was his will, that if he made a
pledge of abstinence he would not keep it.

Here, then, was the sad spectacle of a man
hardly yet in the noon of his days, restless,
miserable, exiled by his family, without one
intimate virtwous friend, and for practical
purposes good for nothing. It was one of
the most sorrowful illustrations I have ever
met with, of a blighted life, At the outset
of his career he had every advantage—social
position, wealth, influential friends, every-
thing—but by yielding to the tempter these
were all sacrificed. Tu those days and nights
card-playing drinking and jollity, no doubt
seemed very fine, that was the seed-sowing,
but when I saw him, the harvest time had
come. He sowed tothe wind and was reaping
the whirlwind.

As 1 used to listen to the moaning of his
wretched heart, and feel how powerless I
was to help him in such a case, oh, how my
inmost soul pitied him; and how unspeak-
able seemed the folly of those who, with such
beacons before them, deliberately and per-
sistently follow in their footsteps. ¢ Surely
in vain the net is spread in the sight of any
bird.” So spoke Solomon ; but it does not
seem to be s0 now. The net stands right in
view, with its vietims struggling in its
meshes, and yet how many with eyes wide
open walk right into it.

Young man, beware of dissipated company!
Touch not, taste not, the fatal wine cup.
Avoid the first step in the road to ruin and
then you will not take the second. Take
warning from the bitter experience of Henry
Somers, lest Jike him sowing the poison seeds
in youth, like him you reap the blighted
life.—Sel.

- -

UNQUIETNEsS is the greatest evil that can
come to the soul, excepting sin. Tor as se-
ditions and civil discords of a commonwealth
ruin it entively, and disable it to resist a
stranger, so our heart, being troubled and
disquieted in itself, loseth strength to mair-
tain the virtues which it had gained, and
with it the means to resist the temptations
of the enemy, who, at that time, useth all

kind of endeavors to fish in troubled waters,

A Vain Delusion.

A FAvORITE theme with the editors of so-
called health journals and household medical
guides is that of “overwork,” and so much
has been written on this subject and of such
a nature, that, were we to believe and act
wpon this advice thus given, the world would
become almost a hive of drones. We confi-
dently believe that so far as honest brain
work goes, the more we do of it the better,
and’if, owing to a reckless disregard of recog-
nized hygienic and sanitary laws, an occa-
sional ¢ student” finds an early grave, let the
blame be put where it belongs, and not cred-
ited to the worthy zeal thdt some call “over-
work.” - Having long held to this opinion,
and believing that facts weuld sustain us, we
are gratified to find that an eminent Knglish
physician hag given expression to a like view,
and, coming as it does from one high in au-
thority, we trust it will receive the attention
from both students and drones that it de-
serves. :

‘We condense from Dr. Wilk's communica-
tion as it appears in the Lancet, as follows:
After answering the simple question, ““ Are
people suffering from overwork !” with a de-
cided “No!” the writer says: “ Medically
speaking, I see half a dozen persons suffering
from want of occupation to one who is erip-
pled by his labors, Very often when a busi-
ness man complains of being overdone, it
may be found that his meals are irregular and
hurried, that he takes 1o exercise, 1s rather
partial to brandy-and-soda, and thinks it is
not improper to poison himself with nicotine
every night and morning.” <

Passing from man to woman, the case is
made to appear even more severe. It is not
overwork, therefore, that is to be deprecated,
provided the work is legitimate, and such as
to claim a normal exercise of the functiens.
The brain is an engine of many horse power ;
its energy must be accounted for in some
way ; if not used for good purposes it will be
for bad, and ‘ mischief will be found for idle
hands to do.” So work is actually a safe-
guard, The human body is made for work,
and just as the muscles are better prepared for
work by previous training, so the nervous
system, whether it be the brain or spinal col-
umn, becomes more energized by use. It.is
only during sleep that the brain is actually
inactive, and hence, if we will not give it
work to do, it will find that to engage its
energy, even though in the end the labor be
profitless. .

After referring in a plain, though hardly
gentle manner to the men and women whom
the frivolities of life ¢ sadly-busy,” the writer
contrasts them with those whose minds are
never at rest and yet who live to a good old
age. As the closing passages are not only
truthful as to facts, but of value by the sug-
gestions they contain, we are prompted to
quote them at length-—and should there be
among our readers some of these overworked
brain-workers, they will find in these words
sage counsel and encouragement. The writer
refers to the honest, cheerful; but constant,
workers as follows :—

“ Practically they have no rest, for, when
one object of study is complete, they com-
mence to pursue another. It is by the happy
faculty of diverting the powers into different
channels that this is accomplished. Instances
might easily be quoted of statesmeén, judges,
and memnbers of our profession, who know no
absolunte rest, and who would smile at the
suspicion of hard work injuring any man. I
make it a custom to ask young men what their
second occupation is——what pursuit have
they beside their bread earning employment,
Those are happiest who possess some object
of interest, but 1 am sorry to say there are
few who find delight in any branch of science.
The purely scientific man finds his best recre-
ation in literature or art, but even in intel-
lectnal work so many different faculties are
employed that a pleasant diversion is found
in simply changing the kinds of labor. For
example, a judge after sitting all day, and
giving his closest attention to the details of
the cases before him, may yet find relief in
his evenings by selving problems in mathe-
matics, The subject of overwork, then, is
one of the greatest importance to study, and
has to be discussed daily by all of us. My
own opinion has already been expressed, that
the evils attending it on the community at
large are vastly overestimated ; and, judging
from my own experience, the persons with
unstrung nerves who apply to the doctor are
not the prime minister, the bishop, judges,
aund hard-working professional men, but mer-
chants and stoclcbrokers retired from business,
government clerks who work from ten to
four; women whose domestic duties and bad
servants are driving them to the grave, young
ladies whose visits to the village school or
Sunday performance on the organ are under-
mining their health, and so on.

“In short, and this is the object of the

remarks with which I have troubled your
readers, in my experience I see more ail-
ments arige for want of occupation than from
overwork, and, taking the varions kinds of
nervous dyspeptic ailments which we are
constantly treating, I find at least six due
to idleness to one from overwork."—Apple-
ton's Journal.

RELIGIOUS NEWS AND NOTES.

—The American Bible Society will hold
its anniversary this year at Richmond, Va.,
on the 12th of May.

—The debt of the New York City Mission
Society is now $13,168. It employs thirty-
five missionaries.

—=Seven of thepresent Congregational pas-
tors of New England have occupied their
pulpits continuously fifty years.

—Hengler's large circus in Liverpool, hold-
ing 4,000 people, is crowded at the religious
meetings held there every Sunday evening.

—The number of Roman Catholic mission-
aries and teachers among the Indian tribes in
the United States ig 117.

—The children of the Free Church of Scot”
land are engaged in raising money to purchase
a steamer for the Livingstonia Mission in
Africa.

—An exchange says: “The New England
Methodist Conference, at Westfield, Mass.,
has voted not to admit ministers in the future
who use tobacco.”

—The $20,000 needed to provide a. fire-
proof building in Philadelphia for the library
and valuable papers of the Presbyterian His-
torical Society has been secured. .

—Nine-tenths of the immense number of
liquor establishments recently visited by the
police in New York, were run by Roman
Catholics. The rest made no claim to relig-
ion.

—The Established Churchin the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland is
governed by two archbishops and twenty-
eight bishops. The salaries of these range
from $75,000 per annum, given to the arch-
bishop of Canterbury, to $12,000. The deans,
the next inferior dignitaries, have salaries
averaging about $5,000, the highest paid hav-
ing $15,000. The total income of the church
may be set down at $40,000,000 to $50,000,-
000 a year. No religious census has been
officially made, but the church population
has been estimated on trustworthy data at
12,500,000, for whom 5,750,000 church sit-
tings are regularly fixed and available,

SECULAR NEWS.

—During the year 1876, 108,771 Italians
came to America. Of this number 89,000
are set down as temporary tourists. -

—The amount of lumber cut upon the Con-
necticut river and its tributaries the past win-
ter is estimated at 30,000,000 feet.

—Over 1,200 emigrants arrived at Atchi-
son in one day, destined for the interior of
Kansas.

—Tornadoes ave reported from Georgia,
Ohio, Tenuessee, Kentucky and Michigan,
doing great damage to property, and inflict-
ing many personal injuries.

—The Windsor Hotel of Coburg, Ontario,
wag recently burned to the ground. The front
wall fell in, burying a number of firemen
in the ruins, four of whom were killed.

—From three to four hundred cases of ty-
phoid fever were reported daily in St. Peters-
burg during March, on account, it is held by
some, of epidemic germs having been bronght
from the seat of war,

—1It is estimated that in the neighborhood
of Smyrna, about 10,000. tong of raising are
annually produced. From August 1876, to
June 30, 1877, as many as 1,343,900 boxes
arrived in England from Malaga, against 977,-
520 up to the same date of the previous year,

——Ttis stated that the great cyclone and
storm wave which visited certain districts in
Bengal on the morning of the first of Novem-
ber, 1876, that the total number of persons
drowned was 90,000, and that the outbreak
of cholera which followed carried off 75,000,

‘making a total mortality of 165,000.

—The Madras Times believes that South-
ern India is on the threshold of another fam-
ine sufficiently widespread to cause the great- .
est concern, and as if to fill their cup of afflic-
tion to the full, a visitation of grasshoppers
has ravaged the country clearing the growing
crops and leaving the fields as if burned with;

fire.

o
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San Francisco Tent.

Ovr meetings are well attended each evening.
We have now given twenty discourses. We
“have canvassed the immortality question, and
enter this week upon the investigation of the
Sabbath question. Wae still labor on hoping
for good results from our effort in this tent
meeting.

We meet each Sabbath with the church in
San Francisco, and Oakland. Next Sabbath
we are to have a baptism in Oakland. Pray
for the success of the truth.

J. N. LouGHBOROUGH,
W. M. BeaLgy.

-
> -

Meetings at Battle Crecelk, Mich.

Wr began meetings here Sabbath, April 13,
for the benefit of the backslidden and wucon-
verted. Brother Haskell was with us till Wed-
nesday, and rendered good aid. Brother Hollen-
beck, our blind brother from Towa, was with
us all through, and vendered valuable aid.
From the first, the Lord seemed to bless our
meetings. All meetings in the place were sus-
pended, at the College, at the Offices, at the
church, and at the Sanitarium, and the brethren

' generally attended the meetings, so that our
house was crowded at every meeting. At the
first_invitation, probably about fifty came for-
wara to seek the Lord, Nearly all these were
_ persons who had never made any start in the
" gervice of God. During our entire meetings, we
made no call for those who were simply on the
background and needed reviving. We recom-
mended them to seek God at home, and get a
preparation to help usinthe work. It was sim-
ply those who had never been converted, or who
were wholly backslidden, that we labored for.
There was much more feeling than we expected
to find, and more needed to done than we had
anticipated.

On Sunday, April 14, we baptized ten. By
Wednesday, twenty-two more were ready, and
we baptized them. Every evening from ten to
fifteen new ones made a start. We have held
our meetings just one week. The last opportu-
nity we gave was on Friday evening, April 19,
It was by far the most solenin meeting we have
had. The whole audience was deeply moved.
Several times nearly all were in tears. When,
for the last time we gave an invitation to. those
who wanted to avail themselves of this oppor-
tunity, a good many felt that it was their last
chance; and brethren and sisters who had
friends here felt very deeply for them, and
went to them all over the house, to talkk with
them. One after another came forward, weep-
ing and broken down, We gpent about ait hour
in this manner. When we got through, about
one-hundred and twenty-five were forward for
prayers. This number did not include those
already baptized. We then gave opportunity
for them to speak. This was one of the most
precious meetings I have ever enjoyed. It did
our souls good to see strong men and women,
and little children, vise up in rapid succession,
expressing their desire to be Christians without

reserve. Largely, they were persons who had
never spoken a word in meeting before. We
all felt to thank God and take courage. Sab-

bath afternoon we went to the banks of the
"Kalamazoo, where so many scores have been
baptized before. Both banks of the river were
lined with hundreds of spectators, while Brother
Jones and myself had the pleasure of baptizing
fifty dear souls into Christ. Many here said it
was the most beautiful baptism they had ever
witnessed. All went off most pleasantly.
‘Fverybody was quiet and solemn, and the Spirit
of God seemed to be present. Thus eighty-two
souls have been baptized within the past week.
This is the largest number ever baptized here at
any one time. Several mere, who were not quite
ready yesterday, will be baptized in a few days.
April 20, 1878. D. M. CANRIGHT.

-

Red Bluff, Tent No. 3.

Tag interest continues to be good. Last
Sunday evening three hundred and fifty were
present to hear upon the subject of Spiritualism,
The average attendance is seventy-five. Two
have taken their stand with us, and were bap-
tized to-day in Reced’s creek. About eighty
witnessed the scene. We desire the prayers of

all for the success of the work here.
M. C. IsrarL,

April 28, 1878. B. A. STEPHENS.

Tent No. 2, I.emoore.

AFTER closing our meetings at Locust Grove
and Pleasant Valley, and getting the work into
shape that we could leave for a while, we came
to Lemoore, pitched the tent, and commenced
meetings the evening of April 26. We have
held two meetings with fair attendance.

J. L. Woob,
J. D. Rice.

-

The N. P. Camp-Mceting.

It has been fully decided that this meeting
be held near Salem, Oregon, from June 27 to
July 2. We have a very good grove selected
three miles north of Salem on the line of the O.
& C. R. R. THe gentlemanly superintendent
of this road has consented to accommodate us by
stopping all regular trains at the ground during
the meeting, and also to pass back free all who
pay full fare in coming to the camp-meeting.

Everything seems to open favorably before us
go far, to have a good meeting. " We want our
brethren and sisters to feel that they must attend
it in order to make it a success. If youhave to
make a sacrifice of time and means, you will
find that you will lose nothing in the end.

Move by faith in this matter and not by feeling, .

Let all who come to the meeting come pre-
pared to take care of themselves. What I
mean is, come tolive on the ground as you
would live at home. Bring blankets and bed-
ding, etc., a8 you would to camp in the moun-
tains or by the seaside.

The Salem church will see that there is plent;y
of good oat straw for filling beds on the ground,
foed for teams, and a provision stand where all
can go and get food at as reasonable rates as
could be desired or expected.

It must be remembered by all that the second
session of our Conference will be held in con-
nection with this meeting, and every company
of Sabbath-keepers whether organized or unor-
ganized should be represented by delegates.
All tho ministers and licentiates, who have
labored in the Conference since the last session,
should make out a full réport of their time and
expenses, and bring it with them or send it to
the meeting.

In view of this all our brethren and sisters
shonld see to it that their s, B. pledges are paid
up for the first half of the year 1878, at least.
Lot the s. B. treasurers be specially active in
collecting, that the s. B. and missionary one-third
may be sent by their delegates to the meeting.
The assessment to raise a fund to pay for our new
tent must be all paid up so there will be ne
lack in that direction. A few who have not
paid their pledge to the 8300 fund, should make
an earnnest effort to have it all in hand at
our camp-meeting.

Now let all our brethren and sisters wake wp
and lay hold of the burdens that are to be borne
in‘advancing the ¢ause in this Conference, with
decided earnestness and zeal. Let none shrink
from duty or responsibility, and we shall soon
see the blessing of God attending the efforts of
his servgnts to advance the cause. Time is
rapidly passing and the work is hardly begun
yet in this Conference. Look at the cause of
your divine Master and ask yourselves, Is it
prospering? Am I doing all that is in my
power to help it along? The people must sane-
tify themselves that their praycrs may be heard
in behalf of the ministers and their work that
God may crown their efforts with success.

. I. D. Vax Horn.

Salem, Oregon, April 24.

More Truth.

WuEN our pilgrim fathers were in readiness
for their departure from Leydon to this coun-
try in 1620, they kept a day of humiliation,
fasting and prayer. It was a most solemn and
interesting occasion, and the devoted Robinson
improved it in a most fitting manner, charging
them to ever keep their minds open to convic-
tion, We commend the following extract from
it to all who may read this paper :—

“ Brethren, we are now quickly to part from
one another, and whether I may live to see
you face to face on earth any more, the God of
heaven only knows ; but whether the Lord hath
appointed that or not, 1 charge you before God
and his blessed angels, that you follow me no
farther than you have seen me follow the Lord
Jesus Christ. If Gad reveals anything to you
by any other instrument, be as ready to receive
it as ever you were to receive any truth by
my ministry ; for I am verily persuaded, I am
very confident, that the Lord hath more truth
yet to break forth out of his holy word. For
my part, I cannot sufficiently bewail the condi-
tion of the reformed churches, who are come to

a period in religion, and will go, at present, no
farther than the instruments of their reforma-
tion, The Lutherans cannot be drawn to go
beyond what Luther saw, Whatever part of
his will our God revealed to Calvin, they will
rather die than embrace; and the Calvinists,
you see, stick fast where they were left by that
great man of God, who yet saw not all things.
This is a misery much to be lamented ; for
thopgh they were burning and shining lights in
their times, yet they penetrated not into the
whole counsel of God ; but, were they now liv-
ing, would be as willing to embrace farther light
as that whlch they first received.”

T, e,

IIymns of Praise.

WEg have just issued a 64-page collection of
hymns and tunes adapted to use in religious
lectures, camp and tent-meetings, in social
meetings and in the home circle. The hymns
are all accompanied by music.

The first part of the book is devoted to stand-
ard hymns and tunes, The remainder is filled
up with new, stirring, sacred songs, some of
which appear for the first time in this book,
and any one of which is worth more than the
price of the book., Price 10 cents.

Address, Srang or tEER TIMES,
Oakland, Cal.

APPOINTMENTS.

Tug Wisconsin camp-meeting will be held at
Madison, Dane county, Wis., commencing May
29. .

Speciar meetings will be held with the
churches in Minnesota, as follows i—Rock Elm,
May 8; Eau Galle, 11, 12; Maiden Ro¢k, 18,
19 ; Lake City, 25, 26.

Tre Kansas Camp-meeting will be held at
Neosho Falls, Woodson county, May 22 to 27,
1878. This place is seventy miles south of To-
peka, on the Missouri, Kansas and Texas rail-
road. Also the Third Annual Session of the
Kansas Conference, and Tract and Missionary
Society will be held in connéction with the
Camp-meeting.

THE camp -meeting of the North Pacific Con-
ference of S. D. Adventists will be held from
June 27, to Ju]y 2, 1878. The place of meet-

Ying will be on the land of Adam Stephens,

three miles North of Salem, on the line of the
0. & C. railroad.

The second annual session of the North Pa-
cific Conference will be held in connection with
the camp-meeting. The proper number of del-
egates should be chosen by each organized
and partially organized church, to represent
them at the meeting. Ministerial help from
the California Conference may be expected.

I. D. Vax Hogry, l
S. Maxon, Conf. Com.
THos. STARBUCK. 5
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The Nature and tendency of Modern Spmbuahsm.
J. H, Waggoner, 20 cts.

Our Faith and Hope. Sermons on the Millew
nium, Second Advent, the Kingdom, the Judgment b
Timo, the Banctuary, and Saving Faith. 20 cts.
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The Spirit of God. J. H.W. 15 ets.
Miraculous Powers, 15 cts.
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cerning tho Sabbath and First Day, J, N. Andrews
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and Law, J.H.W.
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