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Pontiugs Pilate.

Wrmm the judgment hall, with haughty frown,
Stood Pontius Pilate, while the angry ery,

Of thousand voices, like a raging sea,
Condemned the hated Nazarene to die.

« What evil hath he done? ” the ruler cries,
Trom earliest morning till the shades of night,
Tjaey say these hands have given the leper health,
‘Have healed the sick and blest the blind with sight,

“ What evil hath he done? ” these pallid lips,
‘Have ever spoken words of love and cheer,
Inspiring hope within the fainting heart,
-And whispering words of courage in the ear.

: Oh, Pilate | hadst thou listened to the voice,
{Of smothered Conscience ; in thy stubborn pride,
Thy garments never would have borne the stain,
‘The precious blood, of Christ, the crucified !
But thou didst give th” approval of thy God,
* {For earthly honor, and a transcient crown,
" OR, foolish Pilate, that thou e’er should’st buy—
‘The gmiles of Cemsar, with Jehovah’s frown ! :
: Mazs. L. D. A. SToTTLE, .

- Geperal Qaticles.

CONDEMNATION OF JESUS.

BY MRS. E. G, WHITE,

‘Wrer Herod first heard of Jesus and
the mighty works wrought by him,he was
terror-stricken, and said, ¢ It is John whom
I beheaded; he is risen from the dead;”
‘¢ therefore mighty works do show forth them-
selves in him.” Herod had never before met
Jesus, but he had long desired to see him,
and witness his marvelous power. He was
pleased that he was brought to him a pris-
oner, for he made no doubt that he could
force him to work a miracle as a condition of
saving hig life. Herod’s conscience was far
less sensitive than when he had trembled
with horror at the request of Herodias for
the head of John the Baptist. For a time
he had felt the keen stings of remorse for the
terrible act he had committed to gratify the
revenge of a cruel woman; but his moral
perceptions had becorne more and more de-
graded by his licentious life, till his sins ap-
peared but trifles is hiseyes, The men who
are capable of the worst ¢rimes ars those who
have once been convicted by the Spirit of
truth, and have turned away from the light
into the darkness of iniquity., Herod had
very nearly become a disciple of John ; but
at the very point of decision, he had fallen
into the snare of Satan and put to death one
whom he knew to be a true prophet,

.Agthe Saviour was brought before Herod,
the rabble surged and pressed about, crying
out against the prisoner, some charging him
with one crime and some with another.
Herod commanded silence and directed that
Jesus be unbound, for he wished to interro-
gate him. He looked with curiosity, min-
gled with an impulse of pity, upon the pale,
sad face of the Saviour, which was marked
with deep wisdom and purity, but showed
extreme weariness and suffering. Herod,
ag well as Pilate, knew from his acquaint-
ance with the character of the Jews, that
malice and envy had caused them to con-
demn this innocent man. i

 Herod urged Jesus to save hislife by work-
ing 2 miracle that would give evidence of
his divine power. But the Saviour had no
such work to do. He had taken upon him-
self the nature of man, and was not to per-
form a miracle to gratify the curiosity of
wicked men, nor to save himself one jot of the
pain or humiliation that man would suffer
under similar circumstances. Herod urged

him to prove that he was not an impostor
by demonstrating his power before the evowd.
He summoned for the purpose, mained, crip-
pled, and deformed persons, and, in an author-
itative manner, commanded Jesus to heal
these subjects in big presence, urging that if
he had really worked such remarkable cures
as were reported of him, he still had power
to do like wonders, and could now turn it to
hig own profit by procuring his release.

But Jesus stood calmly before the haughty
ruler as one who neither saw nor heard.
Herod repeatedly urged his proposition upon
Jesus, and reiterated thefact thathe had the
power to release or condemn him. He oven
dared to boast of the punishment he had in-
flicted upon the prophet John for presuming
to reprove him. To all this, Jesus made no
answer either by word or look! Herod was
irritated by the profound silence of the pris-
oner, which indieated an utter indifference to
the royal personage before whom he had been
summoned. Open rebuke would bhave been
more palatable to the vain and pompous ruler
than to be thus silently ignored. :

Had Jesus desired to do so, he could have
spoken words that would have pierced the
ears of the hardened  king. He could have
stricken him with fear and trembling by lay-
ing before him the full iniguity of his life,
and the horror of his approaching doom. But
Jesus had no light to give one who had gone
directly contrary to the knowledge he had re-
ceived from the greatest of prophets. The

_ears of Christ had ever been open to the ear-

nest plea of even the worst sinners; but he had
no ear for the commands of Herod. Those

| eyes, that had ever rested with pity and for-

giveness upon the penitent sinner, however

1 defiled and lowly; had no look to bestow up-

on Herod. Those lips, that had dropped pre-
cious words of instruction, and were ever ready
to answer the questions of those who sought
knowledge, and to speak comfort and pardon
to the sinful and desponding, had no words
for proud and cruel Herod. The heart,

ever touched by the presence of human woe,"

was closed to the haughty king who felt no
need of a.Saviour.

The silence of Jesus could no longerbeborne
by Herod ; his face grew dark with passion,
and he angrily threatened Jesus ; but the cap-
tive still remained unmoved. Herod then
turned to the multitude and denounced him
as an impostor. His accusers well kuew that
he was no impostor ; they had seen too many
evidences of his power to be thus misled.
They knew that even the grave had opened
at hiscommand, and the dead had walked
forth, clothed again with life. They had been
greatly terrified when Herod commanded
him to work a miracle; for of all things
theydreaded an exhibition of his divine power,
which would prove a death-blow to their
plans, and would perhaps cost them their
lives, Therefore the priests and rulers be-
gan to cry ount vehemently: against him,
accusing him of working miracles through
the power given him of Beelzebub, the prince
of devils.

Some cried out that he claimed to be the
Son of CGod, the king of Israel. Herod,
hearing this, said in derision, A king, is he !
Then crown him, and put upon him a royal
robe, and worship your king. Then turning
to Jesus he angrily declared that if he refused
to speak, he should be delivered into the
hands of the soldiers, who would have little
respect for his claims or his person; if he
was an impostor it would be no more than
he deserved ; but if he was the Son of God
he could save himself by working a miracle.
No sooner were these words uttered than
the mob, at the instigation of the priests,
made a rush toward Jesus. Had not the
Roman soldiers forced them back, the Sav-
iour would have been torn in pieces.

At the suggestion of Herod, a crown was
now plaited from a vine bearing sharp thorns,
and this was placed upon the sacred brow of
Jesus; and an old tattered purple robe, once
the garment of a king, was placed upon his
noble - form, while Herod and the Jewish
priests encouraged the insults and cruelty of
the mob, Jesus was then placed upon a
large block which was derisively called a
throne, an old reed was placed in his hand as
a scepter, and, amid satanic laughter, curses,

and jeers, the rude throng bowed to him
mockingly, as to a king, Occasionally some
murderous hand snatched the reed that had
been placed in his hand, and struck him on his
head with it, forcing the thorns into his tem-
ples, and causing the blood to flow down his
face and beard. ,

Satan instigated the cruel abuse of the de-
based mob, led on by the priests and rulers,
to provoke, if possible, retaliation from the
world’s Redeemer, or to drive him to deliver
himself by a miracle from the hands of his
persecubors, and thus break up the plan of
salvation. One stain upon his human life,
one failure of his humanity to bear the terri-
ble test imposed upon it, would make the
Lambof God an imperfect offering, and the
redemption of man would be a failure. Bnt
he who could command the heavenly hosts,
and in an instant call to his aid legions of
holy angels, one of whom' could have
immediately overpowered that cruel mob,—
he who could Bave stricken down his tor-
mentors by the flashing forth of hig divine
majesty,—submitted to- the coarsest insult
and outrage with dignified composure. As
the acts of his torturers degraded them be-
low humanity, into the likeness of Satan, so

‘did the meekness and patience of Jesus exalt

him above the level of humanity.

When Herod saw that Jesuy submitted
passively to all the indignity that was heaped
upon him, preservinig an unparalleled seren-
ity through it all, he was moved by a sudden
fear that after all this might not be a com-
mon’ man. who -stood before him. He was
gredtly perplexed when he looked upon the

pure, pale face of the prisoner, and ques--

tioned if he might not be a god come down

‘to earth,  Thé very silence of Jesus spoke

conviction to the heart of the king, such as
no words could have done. Herod noticed
that while some bowed before Jesus in mock-
ery, others, who came forward for the same
purpose, looked into the sufferer’s face and
saw expressed there a look so like a king
that they turned back, ashamed of their own
audacity. Herod was ill at ease, and, hard-
ened ag he was, dared not ratify the condem-
nation of the Jews; and he therefore sent
Jesus back to Pilate.

The Saviour, tottering with weariness,
pale and wounded, wearing a robe of mock-
ery and a crown of thorns, was mercilessly
hurried back to the court of the Roman gov-
ernor. Pilate was very much irritated ; for
he had congratulated himself on being rid of
a fearful responsibility when he referred the
accusers of Jesus to Herod. He now im-
patiently inquired of the Jews what they
would have him do. He reminded them
that he had already examined the prisoner
and found no blame in him ; that his accus-
ers had failed to sustain a single charge
against him ; that he had sent Jesus to
Herod, atetrarch of Galilee, and one of their
own nation, who also found nothing worthy
of death against the prisoner, Said Pilate,
“ T will therefore chastize him and release
him.”

Here Pilate exposed his weakness. He
had declared that Jesus was innocent of the
crimes of which he was accused, yet he was
willing to make a partial sacrifice of justice
and principle in order to compremise with
an unfeeling mob ; he was willing to suffer

an innocent man to be scourged, that their |-

inhuman wrath might be appeased. But the
fact that he proposed to make terms
with them placed Pilate at a dizadvantage
with the ungovernable crowd, who now pre-
sumed upon his indecision, and clamored the
more for the life of the prisoner. Pilate
turned to the people, and represented to
them that the priests and elders had not sub-

-stantiated in any degree the charges brought

against Jesus, He hoped by this means to
raise their sympathy for him, so they would
be willing to release him. Meanwhile Jesus
had fallen through exhaustion upon the max-
ble pavement.  Just then a messenger
pressed through the crowd, and placed in
Pilate’s hand a letter {rom his wife, which
ran thus :—

“ Have thou nothing to do with that just
man ; for I have suffered many things this
day in a dream because of him.” Pilate’s
wife was not a Jew; but the angel of God

had sent this warning to her, that, through
her, Pilate might e prevented from commit-
ting the terrible crime of delivering up to
death the divine Son of God. ’
Pilate turned pale when he read the mes-
sage; but the priests and rulers had occupied
the interval in farther inflaming the minds
of the people, till they were wrought up to
a state of insane fury. The governor was
forced to action; he turned to the crowd
and spoke with great earnestness: “ Whom
will ye that I release unto you! Barabbas,
or Jesus who is called Christ$” - 1t was
customary at this feast for the governor to
releage one prisoner, whomsoever the people
desired to be set at liberty. Pilate seized
this as an opportunity to save Jesus; and -
by giving them a choice between the inno-
cent Saviour and the notable robber and mur- -

-derer, Barsbbas, he hoped to rousé them to

a sense of justice. But great was his agton-
ishment when the cry, “Away with this
man, and release unto us Barabbas!” was
started by the priests, and tuken up by the
mob, resounding through the hall like ‘the -
hoarse cry of ‘demons. o

Pilaté ‘was dumb with surprise and disap-
pointment ; but by appealing to the pedple,
and yielding his own judgment, he had com-
promised; his dignity; and lost contrel of the -
crowd. The.priests saw that though he was -
convineed of the innocence &f Jesus, he could

' be intimidated by them, -and -they deter-

mined to carry-their point. = So;when Pilate -
inquired; What shall I do then with Jesus, .
who is cglled Christ?” they with one ageord: .
cried out, “iLet him be crueified I - .0
. And the governor-said, Why, what evil
hath-he doné? : But they .cried.ont the 3,
saying,” Letihim{be crucified.” : Here Bilat
again revealed his weakness, in submifting
the sentence of Jesus to a lawless and infu-
riated mob. How true were the words: of .
the prophet:  “Judgment is turned ‘away
backward, and justice standeth far off ; for
truth is fallen in the street, and. equity .can--"
not enter.” ; The governor’s cheek paled as--
he heard the terrible cry : ¢ Crucify him !”
He had not thought it would come to that—
a man whom he had repeatedly pronounced
innocent, to be consigned to the most -
dreaded of deaths. He now saw what a ter-
rible thing he had done in placing the life .
of a just man in the balance against the de-
cigion of those, who, for envy and malice,
had delivered. him up to trial.  Pilate had
taken step after step in the violation of his
conscience, and in excusing himself from
judging with equity and fairness, as his posi-
tion dermanded he should do, until now he
found himself almost helpless in: the bands of °
the Jews. - ' i N

Again he asked the question, “ Why,
what evil hath he done?” and again- they.
cried out, “Crucify him!” Once more Pi-
late expostulated with them against putting
to death one against whom they could preve
nothing. Again, to conciliate them, he pro-
posed to chastise him and let him go, It
was not enough that the Saviourof the world,
faint with weariness and covered K with
wounds, must be subjected to the shameful
humiliation of such a trial; but his sacred
flesh must be bruised and mangled to gratify
the satanic fury of the hellish army had -
gained possession of them.

Pilaté, in the vain hope of exciting their
pity, that they might decide this was suff-
clent punishment, now caused Jesus to be
scourged in the presence of the multitude.
The pale sufferer, with a crown of thorns
upon his head, and stripped to the waist, re-
vealing ihe long, cruel stripes, from which .
the blood flowed freely, was then placed side
by side with Barabbas. Although the face
of Jesus was stained with bloed, and bore.
marks of exhaustion and pain, yet his noble
character could not be hidden, but stood out
in marked contrast with that of the robber
chief, whose every featyre proclaimed him to
be a debased and hardened desperado.

Pilate wag filled with sympathy and amaze-
ment as he beheld the uncomplaining patience
of Jesus, Clentleness and resignation were
expressed in every feature; there was no
cowardly weakness in his manner, but the.
strength and dignity of long-suffering. -Pilate
did not doubt that the sight of this man, who
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had borne insult and abuse in such a manner,
when contragted with the repulsive criminal
by his side, would move the people to sym-
pathy, and they would decide that Jesus had
already suffered enough. But he did not
understand the fanatical hatred of the priests
for Christ, who, as the Light of the world,
had made apparent their darkness and error.

Pilate, pointing to the Saviour, in a voice
of solemn entreaty said to priests, rulers, and
people, “Behold the man.” “1 bring him
forth to you that ye may know that I find
no fault in him.” But the priests had moved
the mob to mad fury ; and, instead of pitying
Jesus in his suffering and forbearance, they
cried, * Crucify him, crucify him !” and their
hoarse voices were like the roaring of wild
beasts, Pilate, losing all patience with their
unreasoning cruelty, crie® out despairingly,
*Take ye him, and crucify him ; for I find
no fault in him.”

The Roman governor, familiarized with
cruel scenes, educated amid the din of battle,
was moved with sympathy for the suffering
prisoner, who, contemned and scourged, with
bleeding brow and lacerated back, still had
more the .bearing of a king upon his throne
than that of a condemned criminal. But the
hearts of his own people were hardened
against him. The priests declared, “ We
have a law, and by our law he ought to die,
because he made himself the Son of God.”

Pilate was startled by these words; he
had no correct idea of Christ and his mission ;
but he had an indistinet faith in God and in
beings superior to humanity. The thought
that had once before passed through his
mind now took more definite shape, and he
questioned if it might not be a divine person-
age who stood before him, clad in the purple
robe of mockery, and crowned with thorns,
yet with such a noble bearing that the stanch
Roman trembled with awe as he gazed upon
him.

“When Pilate therefore heard that saying,
he was the more afraid; and went again into
the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus,
‘Whence art thott.? But Jesus gave him no
answer.” Jesus had already told Pilate
that he was the Messiah, that his kingdom
wag not of this world ; and he had no farther
words for a man who so abused the high
office of judge as to yield his principles and
authority to the demands of a blood-thirsty
rabble. Pilate was vexed at the silence of
Jesus, and baughtily addredsed him :—

« Speakest thou not unto me? knowest
thou not that I have power to crucify thee,
and have power to release thee? Jesus an-
gwered, Thou couldest have no power against
me, except it were given thee from above |
therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath
the greater sin.” Jesus here laid the heav-
iest burden of guilt upon the Jewish judges,
who had received unmistakable evidence of
the divinity of Him whom they had con-
demned to death, both from the prophecies
and his own teachings and miracles. What
a scene was this to hand down to the world
through all time ! The pitying Saviour, in
the midst of his intense suffering and grief,
excuses as far as possible the act of Pilate,
who might have released him from the power
of his enemies.

Pilate was now more convinced than before
of the superiority of the man before him,
and tried again and again to save him,
« But the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let
this man go, thou art not Cewsar’s friend ;
whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh
against Cwmsar.” This was touching Pilate
in a weak point. He had been looked upon
with some suspicion by the government;
and he knew that a report of unfaithfulness
on his part would be likely to cost him his
position. He knew that if the Jews became
his enemies he could hope for no mercy at
their hands; for he had before him an ex-
ample of the perseverance with which they
sought to destroy ome whoin they hated
without reason.

The implied threat in the declaratiod of
the priests, regarding his allegiance to Caesar,
intimidated Pilate, so that he yielded to the
demands of the mob, and delivered Jesus up
to the crucifixion rather than risk losing his
position. But the very thing he dreaded
came upon him afterward in spite of his pre-
cautions. His honors were stripped from
him ; he was cast down from his high office ;
and, stung by remorse and wounded pride,
he committed suicide not long after the cru-
cifixion.

“When Pilate saw that he could prevail
nothing, but that rather a tumult was made,
he took water, and washed his hands before
the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the
blood of this just person; see ye too it.”
Caiaphas answered defiantly, “ His blood be
on us, and on our children;” and his words
were echoed by the priests and rulers, and
4aken up.by the crowd in an inhuman roar
of voices. “Then answered all the people

and said, His blood be on us, and on our
children.”

A\ this exhibition of satanic madness, the
light of convietion shone more clearly upon
the mind of Pilate. He had never before
witnessed such rash presumption and heart-
less cruelty. And in strong contrast with
the ungovernable passion of his persecutors
was the dignified repose of Jesus. In his
own mind Pilate said, He is a god, and
thought he could discern a soft light shining
about his head. Loeking thus upon Christ
he turned pale with fear and self-condemna-
tion ; then, confronting the people with a
troubled countenance, he said, I am clear of
his blood. Take ye him and crucify him;
but mark ye, priests and rulers, I pronounce
him a just man, and may He whom he
claims as his Father judge you for this day’s
work, and not me. Then turning to Jesus
he continued, Forgive me for this act; I am
not able to save you.

Only a short time before, the governor had
declared to his prisoner that he had power
to release or condemn him; but he now
thought that he could not save him, and also
his own position and honor ; and he preferred
to sacrifice an innocent life rather than his
own worldly power. Had he acted promptly
and firmly at the first, carrying out his con-
victions of right, his will would have been
overborne by the mob ; they would not have
presumed to dictate to him. His wavering
and indecision proved his irredeemable ruin,
How many, like Pilate, sacrifice principle
and integrity, in order to shun disagreeable
consequences, Consclence and duty point
.one way, and self-interest points another;
and the current, setting strongly in the
wrong direction, sweeps away into the thick
darkness of guilt him who compromises with
evil,

Satan’s rage was great as he saw {hat all
the cruelty which he had led the Jews to in-
flict upon Jesus had not forced the least mur-
mur from his lips. Although he had taken

upon himself the nature of man, he was sus- |

tained by a godlike fortitude, and departed
in no particular from the will of his Father.
Wonder, O heavens! and be astonished,
O earth ! Behold the oppressor and the op-
pressed. A vast multitude inclose the Sav-
iour of the world, Mocking and jeering are
mingled with the coarse oaths of blasphemy.
His lowly birth and his humble life are com-
mented upon by unfeeling wretches. His
claim to be the Son of God is ridiculed by
the chief priests and elders, and the vulgar
jest and insulting sneer are passed from lip
to lip. Satan has full control of the minds
of his servants. In order to do this effectu-
ally, he had commenced with the chief priests
and the elders, and imbued them with a
religious frenzy, This they had communi-
cated to the rude and undultivated mob,
until there was a corrupt harmony in the
feelings of all, from the hypocritical priests
and elders down to the most debased. Christ,
the precious Son of God, was led forth and
delivered to the people to be crucified.

Eternal Life.

A THOUSAND years 18 a great while—we
think a hundred years is long. How ven-
erable things a century old look to us!
‘What changes, little less than miracles, have
touched and transformed the country’s face
within the last hundred years? How mdr-
velously has life peopled our cities, and death
our graveyards! What domes of sacred
grandeur and temples of sacred worship have
risen toward the skies! What splendid
names have blazed and gone out! How
have the useful arts astonished the world
with their mighty growth, and inventive
science climbed a higher throne! What rec-
ords of bloodshed, and what triumphs of
peace have been written !

A hundred years! Time long enough for
three human generations to pass away, with
their shifting costumes and habits of speech.
A hundred years! monumental of every
human experience in sense or spectacle or
sound ;

¢« Pearls of the bridal, and the festive dance,
* %* %k * *

Of peasant burial and monarchal march,
Of war and famine, tears, blood, and death.”

But when we come to think of a thousand
years, we stand before a mountain whose top
is lost in the clouds. We catch the sound
of the figures, and see their form; but the
idea ig still far away, We wait for some
comparison to impress upon us the first
notion of such a vast age. A sense of some-
thing tremendous eomes over us when we
gaze upon a fellow-nian who has lived a cen-
tury.

But what if we could look upon that one
man of the race who survived almest a thou-
sand years l-—with & memory reaching back
over a whole millennium, lacking little more

than thirty years,—hoary and awful with

the seasons of ten centuries that had snowéd
upon his hair and whistled through his
beard—

“ The white old man, seated upon the ground,
Clad in his gown of age, the pale white gown,

. .« .+ Hiswrinkled hands ’
Clasping about his knees ; old—very old.”
How would the facts and forms ‘of forgot-
ten history move before us in his ancient
face! How must the great, deep voice
astound ys, ringing every counterpoimt in

the melo-drama of thirty generations !

Then suppose we were to see a man who
was émmortal. Let him be the great-grand-
father of Noah, who never died—who can-
not die—come among us in his supernal
vigor, the seventh from Adam, to ‘prophesy
again of righteousness and judgment—with
what a dumb gaze would we consider his
stature, shape, and’ presence! How we
would scrutinize his features and complexion!
How we would long to question him, or
even explore his pulse for the secret of such
invulnerable vitality! 'What aching thoughts
of the much he had geen and known must
strike our bewildered minds! What a new,
strange, overwhelming sense of longevity !
‘We should almost fall down at his feet to
worship as the sight of him swept us back

““Q’er the broad ocean of the fateful past,”

and made .us feel 'the contragt of our own.

ephemeral littleness.

It is in such a life-picture, be it of trans--

lated patriarch, or dying child, that we get
some faint idea of the venerableness, the last-
ing fullness and luster of efernal life. No.Me-
thuselah, with all the grandeur of his ten
centuries, could be so highly honored and
brightly blessed as the saint of fewest earthly
years whose life is hid wisth Christ in God,
and who will have part in the first resurrec-
tion.
““When we've been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we first begun.”
—Sel.

Divine Interposition in Human
Emergency.

Tais title expresses a law of God's govern-
ment, The first act of God for man after
the full was a supernatursl intervention in
an exigency which could have been met in
no other way. The promise of the “seed of
the woman” wasg the capital act which sig-
nalizes the whole subsequent hijstory of the
world. Standing at the head of the stream
of human experience, it has infused its own
character of eccentricity into the whole cur-
rent of that experience. As sin creates an
unbroken succession of emergencies and en-
tanglements in human destiny, so redemp-
tion creates a corresponding succession of
interpositions and rescues.

This law of supernatural intervention is sig-
nally illustrated in the protection which God
has given to the institutions of the gospel.
The history of the gospel is a history of de-
liverances by invisible powers of that which
to human view seems often to be a doomed
cause.  Philosophical expectations are all
against its success. The balance of natural
probabilities is never in its favor. The
great forces of the world are its allied ene-
mies. If it were true, as Murat said, that
“it is the law of Providence to favor the
strongest battalions,” Christianity ought long
ago to have been numbered among the my-
thologies. 'We ought to find it in books of
ancient fables. Its history is a riddle to
statesmanship and philosophy alike, because
it is a history of emergencies, from which
truth has been rescued by a secret power,
when all the visible causes of events seemed
to insure its annihilation.

This is illustrated, for instance, in that
law by which persecution always. defeats
itself. It has become a truism (has it not?)
that persecution never permanently injures
a good cause. We never fear the ultimate
effect of violence if an attempt to suppress a
truth, to put down a good man, to destroy a
good book, to crush any good thing. Why ?
It is not, as ig often affirmed, that in the nat-
wral course of things truth in such a conflict
is the superior. In such a world as this
truth is not the superior. Under natural
law the good never triumphs as a matter of
course. Lt never rises by its own elasticity.
Crises have often occurred in which persecu-
tion has been backed up by wealth, by
learning, by the prestige of antiquity, by
civil law, by public opinion, and by bayo-
nets, by all the great-forces which sway soci-
ety and compact nations, and thus allied, it
has borne down-—upon what?
bristling with steel? Upon Ehrenbreitsteing
and Cronstadts? No; upon & handful of
poor men and friendless women and little
children, who had no weapon of defense but
prayer. E

The existence of Christianity has move
than once hung in the balance of such a con-
flict as that. On which side, then, in the

Upon armies

nature of things, were the chances of success?

' Leave out of account the law of supernatural

intervention, and what wise man could fore-
see that impotence and strength would
change places in the issue! Many times the
success of persecution has seemed to be a
foregone conclusion. Many times has its
success appeared to be an accomplished fact.
It has laughed at failure as a bugbear.
Many times it has burnt up the handful of
men, women, and children, as Alva did in
the Netherlands. It has answered prayer
with faggots. “We have them now,” said
one of the “ Blood Council,” “and God him-
self cannot save them.” Many times have
even the people of God thought so. “ We
trusted that it had been he who should
have redeemed Israel.” #Oh! yes, we did
trust ; but our trust has failed us, our ene-
mies have triumphed, God has not inter-
posed as we thought he would, we have now -
only to lie down and die.”

It is often true that God has not inter-
posed as men have believed he would. God
is not partial to the miraculoms methods of
working. He often seems to look on indif-
ferently while fire and steel do their work
on those who are as the apple of his eye. It
has been said to be the great miracle of
Providence that so often no miracles are
necessary to accomplish his purposes. He
does not find it needful or expedient to work
very largely by hairbreadth escapes. His
methods of procedure strike deeper than
that. He strikes at persecution where it
roots—in the underground of Satanic forces.
The prayer of a dying child opens an armory
which faggots cannot burn. The twelve
legions of angels are given to it. Spiritual
battalions crowd the air with their strategy,
and soon to even our swollen eyes it appears
that the success of persecution has been its -
failure. God has interposed in the emer-
gency, but in his own way. He has caused -
viclence to defeat itself, through the spirit-

.ual forces which it has roused to the rescue.

The same truth is illustrated in that law
by which infidelity on a large scale is always
short-lived. There was a truth in the argu-
ment of Robespierre for the being of God,
that “atheism was an aristocratic belief.”
It is true of every variety of infidelity that

‘sooner or later it contracts itself within the

circle of a few minds. The masses of men

never permanently embrace it. The history

of infidelity proves this. It has been beaten -
so many times, in so many varieties, beneath

such adroit disguises, under such diversities
of circumstances, with such accumulations of

disadvantage on the side of faith, popular

opinion has so often spurned it, respectable

opinion has so often-become ashamed of it,

that now we have settled upon this as one of
the axioms of Christian policy, that infidelity

cannot become the permanent belief of any

people. Tiie mania of suicide lurks in its

blood. Sooner or later a secret power in the

popular instinet of faith will creep around it

in a circle of fire, and it will act the scorpion
in the fable. This we believe simply because
the history of unbelief is a succession of such

deaths. It is always braying in some new
form, and is always gasping in some old
form.

But why is it so? It is not because any-
thing in the nature of the case defends the
world from infidelity. On the contrary,
human nature hag elective affinities with
infidelity. Men do not love to retain God
in their thoughts. Atheism finds a den to
hide in in every human heart. The practical
life of the world is largely atheistic. So
strong are the tendencies of sin to a dethrone-
ment of God that many thoughtful minds
anticipate that the last conflict of Christian-
ity with it in this world will be narrowed
down to. a struggle with atheism, naked and
shameless. There have been periods when
to human view the immediate prospects were
overwhelmingly suggestive of this erisis,
Times of transition have occurred, from an
old to 2 new order of society, when the pop-
ular faith has seemed to break loose from
the old moorings and to drift, nobody could
tell whither, Simultaneously with this, infi-
delity has been greeted by the sympathy of
the controlling minds of a nation. Univer-
sities and Royal Societies have nursed it;
elegant literature has dandled it; poetry has
sung o it; the sciences have disciplined and
armed it; fashion has cogquetted with it; -
philosophy has crowned it; wealth has built
temples to it; philanthropy and liberty have
brought incense to it from afar; and to the
friends of Christ it has seemed that, if it
were possible, the very elect would be drawn
after 1t into the vortex of apostasy. Society,
at such times, seems to have run mad with
unbelief, What was Paris in 1789 and
again in 1871 but one vast lunatic asylum
Respectable medical opinion thus explaing
tl;e atheistic ferocity of the French metrop-
olis; '
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tNow a,t such a8 c1131s it 1s not on. the

‘rasthods that we can antlclpate the restora-
“ion of faith. Indeed, in such emergencies
that restoration usually comes in ways which
-have not been anticipated. Sometimes God
‘suffers infidelity to triumph for a while, and
by its enormities to work out a popular
irecoil. A very brief experience of it under
‘the secret overruling ‘of the holy Spirit is
‘often enough to do that. Sometimes he per-
imifs it to run to geed in absurdities which
‘he uses to awaken the sense of the ludicrous.-
‘Then the common sense of the world- breaks
Sout into a'broad Jaugh at it. Sometimes he
;raises up one man,. Iike Bishop Butler, whose
j’hfe work it is to bring back the cultivated:
f ‘& nation to the conviction that
‘in God is ;intellectually respectable.
timesa national affliction comey like
arthquake, and a national revivalsof
. follows it. Proyidence and” grace
-in - co-operation. They go forth at
« blddmg, as; the disciples did at. bhe
and: of our ‘Lord, the two together
compound forms become exploswefbo
olidity of :eryor. The mass is rent-by
ﬁés es which never- ‘close up again, In
' g “unlooked- fOr method (.:rod com%

e same prmolple is. ﬂlustrated in that
whlch forbids cotruptlon w1th1n the

dlsease If the wmesb and best of men

. . ‘n, pure as that puresm of
K Men would have planned: things
ecatise of an; imagined necessity:
d hiave sald it must be this on ngth-

orru ptmn in the body of {Ch’a ist, as
pen ,gangrene in the. physlco\l
pe’ rasive, it is fatal When

bury. and the French- Athemmw

‘cannot but respect the sagac
pions in 1
"thie premise “of ‘the Papa.l church
he conclusion :that Christianity must be
~ its enid.  If an effete and imbecile faith,
“the foe alike of learning, and liberty, .and
_forality, b all that the Bible has to offet to
"s-race of “wretches” such as Voltaire de-
bed mankind to be,.it is reasonable to
believe that the Bible will soon become an
anmquanan rarity. Such logic is. right if we
reagon -only upon the assumption of such nat-
ural cauges operating by such mnatural laws
18-are visible and caleulable to our sagacity.

But the church of Christ has already lived
g enough to démonstrate to us :that here
- 1§ oneé of the points al which natural law opens
georetly to invisible agencies, which come in
nolselessly -and work breathlessly. . They are
“Glod’s, angels of reform. Prec1se]y how, pre-
clsely where, precisely when they act, we do
ot know: but we see results wh1ch cannot
be explamed without them. We see decay
arrested. - We see the masy of corruption
sloug hed off. - We see the dead limbs stirring,
We feel the heart which but. just now gave
1o sign to our steéthoseope, bounding with' the
pulse of a new life. God mterposes by an
<gilternation of moral surgery with moral re-
‘storatives to save his beloved from dymg by
orgamc disease.

The same prlnCI]ole might be 1llustrated
if’ space would permit, from the history of
local revivals of religion. These often excite
-in Christian observers the feeling of surprise.
They often break out suddenly. They come
in unexpected methods. They follow unhon-
~ored instruments. They develop power alto-
‘gether dispropor tioned to the means employed,
They often fall upon a slumbering church.
They reach to forgotten classes of society.
They compass results which even prayer had
" piot. foreseen.. They override approved. and
éstablished ways . of preaching. Their first
sign seéms to be the undermining and the
humbling of a revered and oomplacent pulpit.
In ways which human ingenuity would never
‘have thought of, God makes his own sov-
-ereignty felt in them. And in their timeli-
_neéss they fit into emergencies in the religious
Tife of a people which to human view could
‘have been met by no other conceivable agen-
:¢ies or events. Such divine intervention is
.o1ié of -the favorite thoughts of prophecy.
'S0 has the church of Christ always found it
to be oné of the* precious thoughts” of God.

" .—Pro¥.. AustiN Pueres, D. D., in Inde
pefndem

o

;FI,:AR ‘God and work righteousness.

re-ordamed the hlseory of the ehurch 1

We |

| not true.

Importance of the Advent Doctrine,

THE soon coming of Christ is the central
truth of our theory. Without this the rest lose
vitality and importance. Just in the same ra-
tio that we put off, and lose sight of, this great
truth, shall we be lax and careless in other
things, and take the position of nominalists
around us ; and just in proportion as we value
it, and appreciate its nearness, are we enabled
to overcome and retain a zeal commensurate
with the importance of the great traths held
by our people. All can see that if this be so,
we should cherish above all things an interest
in it. Do we not find it a part of our. experi-
ence as a people and as individuals.

It is impossible in the nature of things but,

that we should feel a greater interest in the
world and its concerns when we think we are

going to live the natural length of our lives,

and leave children to be cared for and who will
need the benefit of our labors, than we should
if we had no such expectations and thought
that all earthly scenes would close up, and we
should face eternal realities after afew more
rising suns had passed over us, We value these
earthly blessings because we hope to use them
hereafter, or that others dear to us may. Na-
ture has made the instinct of self-preservation

.one of the strongest within us; and let the
" mind be brought fully to believe that not earthly

riches, but heavenly, will soon be called into re-
quisition, and depend upon it they will seek
the one, and lose interest in the other.

‘Among the special sins of the last days we
find that  covetousness ” and selfishness occupy
a prominent position. How plain that a belief
in the nearness of Christ’s coming is just the
thing to uproot these sins.

‘As it is with worldliness, so with other sins of
a personal nature. It takes but a. ‘moment’s
glance to see that the Advent doctrine is the
VEry Marrow of the truths held by us. Our
views of the sanctuary ' subject could easily be
gshown to-be false if the coming of Christ be
not near, The messages as taught by us are a
" | terrible deception, if the Advent doctrine be
So of the two-horned beast, the mark
and the seal, and all our expositions of proph-

\ ecy. In' fact, we are the most deceived people
| on ea,rth if the commg of the Son of man is not

near.

" The Sabbalh and law, some may think, are
lmporta.nt exceptions. To be sure, the views
we hold in reference to them have always
been.true. Butis it not true that these are

made especially important when we consider |

the Sabbath reform, the burden of the third an-
gel’s message, a work of preparation for Christ’s
coming, as a part of a great reform bringing
back religious truth to apostolic teachings? and
as the culmination of the work of reform com-

‘menced cenburies ago from papal apostasy, to

bring up God’s law’ to its proper position pre-
paratory to meeting the Lawgiver? This_work
we believe is brought to view in the message as
the last work of God’s peopls ; but if the Ad-
vent of Christ be not very near, we are all mis-
taken in this. Andis not the fact which is pa-
tent to us all, of thousands of Sabbath-keepers,
made such by the proclamation of this message,
a strong assurance of God’s pleasurein the work
and his* approbation of the means used for its
furtherance? Can it be he would especially
bless error, and give more true zeal and spirit-
ual energy, and more of success, to those who
use error as an auxiliary in sending the trath.to
the people than to those who only use unadul-
terated truth? We think not. And yet, such
must be the case, unless the special powergiven
through the Advent doctrine, be of him.

I believe we all know that, take the Advent
doctrine away from its connection with the Sab-
bath question, we should soon lose our zeal, at
least to an important degree, in the propagation
of the other, And it was by means of the mes-
sages and the sanctuary question, as connected
with the advent doctrine, that we as a people
became acquainted with the Sabbath question.

Thus it i seen in nearly all the peculiar doc-
{frines we hold, that the doctrine of the near com-
ing of Christ is the main support. If that falls,
the others go with it. It becomes then very
important to investigate the claims of this ques-
tion, and for every one of us to be established
in it

I do not proposein this article to go into a
particular examination of the evidences wpon
which it rests, but simply to take a glance at
some of them. Any student of the Scriptures
must admit the existence of chains of prophecy,
commeneing back in the remote past and reach-
ing down to the coming of Christ, the judg-
ment, and the establishment of God’s kingdom.
Where are we in the history of the world as

"¢ The judgment shall sit,

thus given in advance of the prophets? Can
any one have a doubt that, in Dan, 2, the four
great kingdoms of the world are symbolized by
the four parts of the image, and the kingdoms
of Europe by the ten toes? Is it not a fact
that the great Roman empire, the fourth in
order, was divided up by the barbarians of
Northérn Europe, from which have come all
these modern kingdoms? Have we not, then,
been living in the very last division represented
as preceding the fifth kingdom so long that we
must be near the setting up of the latter?

In the seventh chapter we have the same
number of kingdoms introduced by the sym-
bolic beasts with so many marks of identity
that all must admit that they refer to the same
general events as Dan. 2. But we have, in
the fourth symbol, 2 new phase introduced—
the little horn speaking great words against
God and wearing out his saints. Can there be
a doubt in the mind of any one who has inves-
tigated this subject that this power is the Cath-
olic church under the lead of the pope, who
was made head over the churches in 538, and
that the “time, times, and dividing of time”
of his duration, twelve hundred and sixty years,
commenced at the above named period and
ended in 1798, when he was carried into cap-
tivity by the French ? Then it is said of him,
and they shall take
away his dominion to censume and destroy
it unto the end.”

We take Matt. 24, one of the plainest
prophecies in the Bible, and trace it down
through the persecutions of the church to the
signs, the darkening of the sun and moon, and
the falling of the stars. All these have met an
ample fulfillment in the events to which Advent-
ists apply them.

At this very point, after the fulfillment of

these signs, he says, “ When ye shall see all these
thmgs, know that he is near, even at the doors,”
It is not guess work. ~ We have the authority
of our Lord himself that we can know in refer-
ence to this with the certainty we can know
when summer is coming by the trees putting
forth their leaves ; and we can judge of the de-
gree of nearnéss ; it is as if a man stood by the
door ready to enter. ¢ This generation,” says
Jesus, *“shall not pass till all these things be
fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall pass away,
but my words -shall not pass away.” Could
anything be made more positive? How close
these words bring us to this great event. The
heavens shall soon open and reveal the Son of
God.

So of all the signs given in the book of God.
We read the description, and look around us
and see them here. Was the last age to be one
of darkness or light? The prophet says in
the ““ time of the end, knowledge shall be in-
creased.” It is curious that the conclusions of
learned men should be so different from those
of the Bible. The very thing which causes the
wise of earth to think we are in the infancy of
the race, should cause the child of God to feel
sure we are at its close. The last age is to be
an intellectual age. How reasonable that the
Governor of the world should have such a state
of things when his message of warning was to
go forth, so that all will be left without excuse.
The Bible in the hands of all, the intellect ac-
tive, ways of communications between nations
open, and flooded with travelers. The condi-

tions are just such as the prophet said they-

would be.
But how with the religious world? Will
they all believe it near at hand? No. Asit

was in the days of Noah, so shall it be when
the Son of man cometh, Evil servanty shall
say, My Lord delayeth his coming.  Scoffers
shall say, Where is the promise of his coming?
All things are going on finely as usual. A
worldly church should be cherishing the vain
hope of converting the world. The pleasing
gong of peace and safety should be heard in all
directions. The work of sabanic spirits work-
ing miracles should be seen all around. Con-
vulsions in the earth, fearful sights in heaven,
commotions in the sea, covetousness in the
church and world, and spiritual apathy every-
where.

Are not these the conditions laid down in the
prophets? And who will dare deny that these
are everywhere manifest? Yes, the Lord is
coming. The great day is near snd hasteth
greatly. The last warning message is going to
the world. Have we any reason to put off the
time into the indefinite future. and lay plans
for money-making, farms for our children, a
goodly amount of this world’s goods for old age,
when Christ says himself that he stands at the
door. Think of it, dear reader—at the door,
ready to enter.

Yes, we are in the waiting time and the posi-

tion is a trying one.
the saints.”

cultivate ; but the fruit is precious. How

many of us shall gather the fruit is a questlon,

of importance.

Yes, the glorious Advent doctrine is what we
all need. What life it would put into us, with
what unction we could preach, how sma.ll this
poor world would look, if we felt its nearness !
How it would lessen our regard for the good
opinions of poor humanity! How it would
help us to bear some crosses we have to carry
could we feel in our hearts that Jesus wag evexi
e,t the door! Such truly is the case. He says
Justso.  Shall we believe it !  Our actions will
show. It seems difficult to make veople believe
it enough to affect their actions. And I am.
fearful ghat many in their hearts are putting it
off, so that it seems farther away than when
they first believed. Fearful state !
tbe just shall live by faith.” When ! In the
time of this patience. TLet us believe it ; and
while we pray, Come Lord Jesus a.nd’come
quickly, let us believe that hig coming ig near
and hasteth greatly. Gro. 1. Burrez.

—_— ————

Gravity and Sobriety.

““ THAT the aged men be sober, grave tem-
perate, sound in the faith, in charity, 1,n pa-
tience.” Titus 2:2, We delight in congist~
ency and beaunty. We like to gee everythmg in
its place. Order is the first law of heaven
And, as in a picture, or in genuine la.ndsca.pe.
we love a proper grouping of objects, 5o ui
individual character we want to see n’o vlces
marring the fair picture,

In the buffoon we excuse lightness, for it is

his business, and we expect it from hlm’ and

shun his company; but in the good . man
whether young or old, we look for sobrlety’
In the old, lightness is inexcusable and disgust-
ing ; and in the Christian, be he young or old,
a 8pirit of levity is at direct enmity with the
work of God; and the more elevated the per-
son in mind, in piety, or position, the more
injurious is this vicious propensity.

The writer of this has had a long Warfa.re
with this sin, this foe to grace; and it is his
encouraging experience that a cheerful state
of mind, when properly kept in bounds and
restrained from an outburst of levrty and
folly, may conduce to advancement in the
Christian life, and instead of expending itself
in the devil’s scething kettle of levity, it may
be like a reservoir of lively thought on ‘useful
topies, and thus tend to the bappiness of him-
self and others; while giving way to levity
only leaves one despondent, and forsaken, and
gloomy, until the spirits have time to recover.

“Young men likewise exhort to be sober
minded.” Titus 2:6. But we should not be
discouraged, if we find this a hard sin to get
rid of,.but persevere in Opposing it. Lay it
aside. What makes it harder to resist is that
5o many laugh at the silly jest.
you will not laugh again at the jester; for if
you even smile at his folly, you become. a par-
taker in his sin, and help to rivet the habit
apon him. :

As Jesus wept for sinners, so we should weep
when we see any one sinning against God, and
especially our brethren. Therefore if there is
ever a time to look down sin and frown it out
of the sinner, it is when a good man jests, Be
you ever so much tempted, do not even smile:
This will be a severe rebuke, and will do more
to convict him, probably, than many words.
If you laugh at the jest, you may spare rebuke,
for you would but stultify yourself,

Jos, Cramkes.

“ Glorify the Lord in the Fires.”

AnoNG the many illustrations of Seripture
which Whitefield often introduced into his ser-
mons, one is truly worthy of record. Preach-

ing from the words, ‘‘ Wherefore glorify ye the

Lord in the fires,” Isa. 24 :15, hesays: ‘ When

¢ Here is the patience <i>£:
Patience is not a pleasant plantto-

“ANOW'

»

Bat I hope : |

I was some years ago at Shields, I went into a

glass house, and standing very attentively, I
saw several masses of burning glass of various
forms.

The worltmen took one piece of giass .

and put it into one furnace, then he put it into
a second, and then into a third. I asked him:
Why do'you put that into so many fires?’ *

He answered me : ‘O sir, the first is not hot
enough, nor the second, and therefore we put

it into the third, and that will make it trans-

parent.’

¢Oh !’ thought I, ¢ does thisman put .

this glass into one furnace after another, that it

may be rendered perfect?’

O my God, pus

me into one furnace after another, that my
soul may be transparent, that I may see God as °

he is.’
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Foreign Mission.

Erpmr 8. N. HaSkELL gives information in
reference to the work in Italy and in Xgypt
which is of the deepest interest. The way
seems fully open for Dr. Ribton of Naples, Italy,
to spread the present truth in those countries.
Nothing can more fully confirm our brethren
that the present movement relative to the third
message is of God than the fact that thé way is
opening for its proclamation.

That which constitutes a sign of the times
must be a matter of prophecy. When such
prophecies are fulfilled and fulfilling, we have
the signs before us which constitute a strong
evidence that we have the truth. And there is
no sign so calculated to strengthen the waiting
people of God as the present progress of the
third message.

‘Wars, famines, and pestilences are given as
signs of the end; but as these have existed all
along they cannot constitute a definite sign. In
the history of the past, we have wars and ru-
mors of wars, and then peace; famine, and then
plenty; pestilence, and then general health ;
earthquakes, and then the bowels of the earth
seem 1o be quiet. These are growing more fre-
quent, and as they gradually increase will be
strong evidence of the comparative nearness of
the end. '

But the third message is given but once. It

“is the last message. The preparatory work of
the loud cry of the message when the work will
be. cup short in righteousness has now been in
progress more than thirty years. The Lord
has led his people out on the subject of or-

‘ ganization, systematic benevolence for the sup-
port of the ministry and the advancement of his
cause, and through the spirit-of prophecy has
brought his people into such harmony and unity

of action that the Lord can finish this great |

work, with even humble instruments, in a short
time. .

In behalf of the Seventh-day Adventists of

America, we say to Elders Andrews, Bourdeau,
Ertzenberger, Ribton, and others, Be of good
cheer. You have the warmest sympathy of
your American brethren. You have their pray-
ers.; and let them, from every land, go up in
faith and unity to the throne of grace, that suc-
cess may attend our efforts.

. And while we pray, let us act the part that
God would have us act in the answer of our
own prayers. This great work will require not
only men of means, but men who will study to
show themselves approved of God, workmen
that need not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth, men of energy who can risk
their lives, men who give all, and can say as
Paul has said, * I die daily.”
men shall take their lives in their hands and go
forth to their last reaping, those who have the
-means to put the truths of the message in print,
should cheerfully give of their money to sup-
port the cause.

"We have made an appeal for ten thousand
dollars to support our missions in Europe be-
gides the ten thousand already raised to estab-
lish the press in Switzerland. A portion of the
tén thousand has been pledged and a few hun-
dreds have been paid. We-pledged for Mrs.
Whitke and self five hundred dollars during the
present year. We now raise that pledge to one
thousand dollars. We have paid two hundred,
and by the very first mail we send one hundred
dollars more to Elder Andrews, to be forwarded
£6 Brother Ribton to give him immediate assist-
ance in his present work. The missionary fields
are opening everywhere. If those who manage
these missions could command one hundred
thousand dollars, it could at once be appro-
priated to the advancement of the canse. May

_ God move upon the hearts of those brethren
who have a surplus.

. Some have been talking of waiting until the
¢ gelling time ” should come. - We would say to
such, That time has come. In a little from
this those who refuse the mark of the beast
cannot buy nor sell. Then the gold and silver
of those who withhold it now will in anguish be
thrown into the streets ; but neither their gold
nor their silver will be able to deliver them in
the day of the Lord’s fierce anger. Now is the
time to work for God; and no one need to
wait for any further light or any further appeal

And while such

to their liberality only as the wants of the pres-
ent message are appealing to them at the pres-
ent time. I W.

-

Things in Europe.

THE situation of the people of Europe, so far
as my observation has extended, is by no means
favorable for the reception of the truth. The
prevalence of false ideas concerning our duty
toward God is something alarming. Those who
profess to be Christians’ seem1 to be lulled into
the most profound slumber. Many, perhaps the
great majority, believe that they are certain of
eternal life because they have become members
of the church, They have no definite idea of
conversion ; for they came into the church by
infant baptism and by confirmation, but, being
in the church, they have no doubt but they are
Christians, and they are sure that no Christian
can ever be lost. If there are any who do not
cherish this idea of the impossibility of apostasy,
they hold other ideas that are equally well
adapted to cause them to sleep. They believe
that faith in Christ is the only thing necessary
for salvation, and that if any one insists on the
necessity of good works, that person does not
trust in Christ for salvation. We have only to
believe that Christ died for our sins and to trust
in him, and we are sure of eternal life. And so
obedience is never ingisted upon. On the con-
trary, it is taught that grace saves those that
believe and do not obey ; while those that obey
are not the subjecls of grace, but the slaves of
the law.

Then they have equally false ideas of the day
of judgment. Instead of being regarded as the
day in which God will reward or punish every
one according to his works, it is, in the general
estimation, the brightest period in the history
of the gospel. The work of evangelizing the
world will be mainly accomplished after Christ
returns. I think there is very little opposition
to the doctrine of the near advent of Christ. In
fact, the doctrine that Christ will soon come is
prevalent. = But Satan has been able to pervert
this doctrine to such an extent that it lulls men
to sleep in sin, instead of arousing them to re-
pentance.

When our brethren in America preach the
truth, or when they distribute publications, they

find some degree of preparation on the part of

the people to receive their teachings. The ne-
gessity of obedience on the part of those that
believe in Christ is very generally understood.
Also in America men understand that there is
no time for repentance after the Son of God de-
scends to execute the judgment. Here we labor
under great disadvantage on account of the
prevalence of such ideas as render men quite in-
capable of receiving the truth.

This profound sleep of death is the result of
unfaithfulness and false teaching on the part of
the ministers. They never reprove in their dis-
courses, and because people have never received
reproof they are wholly unprepared to receive
it. They can hardly distinguish between re-
proof and insuls.

A Swiss minister, writing against our paper,
says that we deny salvationn by Christ, because
we teach that obedience must be added to faith
in Christ. A French minister who has written
a pamphlet against our doctrine makes a special
point against us because we teach that men must
““ overcome their sins,” He is shocked at the
idea, and says that we destroy ‘“the peaceable re-
pose of good Christians’ by this most unwel-
come declaration.

These things are painful to mention, but they
do not discourage us. They are serious hin-
drances, but they are not insurmountable diffi-
culties. There is power in the truth of God to
overcome error. The light can shine in the
midst of dense darkness. If it is caused to shine
in the darkness, it will prevail against the dark-
ness. Our paper does exert an influence which
causes it to be feared by our enemies. The
religious journals warn their readers against our
paper and our publications. To do it they re-
sort to misrepresentation and ridicule. - Two
things are evident : 1. That they fear the influ-
ence of our publications; 2. That they cannot
give them a fair and reasonable answer. ¢ The
peaceable repose’ of these.sleeping ministers
begins to be rudely disturbed, and they are much
troubled for fear that their best members will
leave them. The fear is well founded, and will
be realized. '

‘We have now such helpers at Bale as render
it possible for me to be absent nearly all the
time. The past six weeks I have given to the
tract and missionary work among the churches.
I think that our friends will persevere in this
work with zeal and with judgment. Every-
thing has that appearance now. They are very

much encouraged, and have made a good com-
mencement.

lications to be scattered over Europe, and it will
extend the circulation of our paper. Assoonas

-t I have finished this effort among the brethren,

which will be in a few days, I hope to join
Brother Bourdeau in a new field of labor.
There came to our meeting in this place last

Sabbath, from an adjacent village, a teacher

and his wife and another lady. These persons
have been reading our paper for some time, and
are convinced that it publishes the truth. The
teacher and his wife each understand four or
five of the languages of Europe. They do not
appear to know anything of Christian experi-
ence, but are so fully convinced of the truth

‘that they are talking seriously of obeying.

The lady who accompanied them seems to be a
real Christian, and she has already begun to
keep the Sabbath. So far as I know, in every
place where our paper has been read for any
length of time, it has not failed to convince its
readers that it publishes the truth.

In the first volume of our paper there was a
discussion on the subject of the Sabbath with
M. Corcode, a Baptist minister at Rome,
This was read by Brother Bertola at Alexandria,
Egypt, and convinced him of the trnth of the
Sabbath. He gave us the address of a number
of persons at Alexandria and Cairo. We have
been sending them the paper, and Brother
Bertola, who is a commercial traveling agent,

has preached to them occasionally. Now there:
are twelve or thirteen in each of these cities who |

have decided in favor of the fourth command-
ment, and who have addressed to Brother Rib-
ton an earnest entreaty that he will come and
preach to them concerning the Sabbath, and
the near advent of Christ. A considerable
number of persons at Alexandria, who have
not yet decided in favor of the Sabbath, have
decided, from our publications, that the com-
ing of Christ is'at hand. It seems that some-
thing should be done immediately for these
persons.

Brother Bourdeau has made a visit at Va-
lence to encourage our friends there. He has
also spent some time in a new field, near Lyons,
with Brother Gabert. There are a few persons
in this place who are keeping the Sabbath.
Sister Bourdeau is gradually recovering from
her dangerous sickness, Brother B. will im-
mediately commence in a new field in Southern
Switzerland, and I hope to join him after a few
days. I shall try to do my writing and proof-
reading while thus at work with Brother B.

Brother Xrtzenberger has given much time
for some months past to the revision of our Ger-
man publications, and we have now nearly fin-
ished the printing of his entire list of fifteen
different tracts. This gives him a good assort-
ment for a new field. He has done much to
instruct and establish the churches at Vohwin-
kel and Solingen, -and they will be able to pros-
per in his absence. He has now removed from
them to a new field of labor, butgl have no
news of his present location. Brother Ings
has gone to labor for a time among his relatives
in England.

‘We are grateful for the deep interest mani-
fested by our friends in America for our work
in Burope. I have sought in this letter to
give as just an idea as possible of the condition
of things in this part of the world. I can
assure our brethren that we are laboring ear-

. nestly to bring the truth to the knowledge of

our fellowmen. It can be seen that the labor
necessary to instruct men in the truth is greater
here than in America ; but we have confidence

that Glod is faithful to help, and our hope in-
‘him 18 steadfast. '

. J. N, ANDREWS,
- Bienne, Switzerland,; June 7, 1878,

<

Sunday Lord’s Day, Papal.

1. TrE whole theological world are assidu-
ously taught that the first day of the week has

been called the Lord’s day, and unanimously.
‘observed as the Sabbath by Christians -ever

since the days of Christ, This claim is not sus-
tained by either the Bible or history. :
Rev. 1:10, is the only scripture that is
brought forward to prove that the term ¢ Lord’s
day ” had become the familiar title of the first
day of the week in the days of the. apostles.

There are’ a number- of objections to such an|

application of this-scripture :—

First. John does not say that it was the
first day of the week which he here calls the
Lord’s day, nor does he make the least state-
ment from which such a conclusion can be
inferred. That point has to be wholly assumed.
 Secondly. As we look back of the times of
John’s vision on Patmos, into the history of

If the work is carried forward as’
it is begun, it will cause a large number of pub--

Sunday with Christ and the apostles, we find
no intimation that they regarded it as the
Lord’s day ; for Christ never took the day into
his lips, and the apostles speak of it only eight
times, and uniformly call it the first day of the
week.

Thirdly. John wrote his gospel $wo years
after his Revelation (see Thoughts on Revela~
tion, p. 28) ; and in his gospel he twice speaks
of the first day of the week, and calls it, not
Lord’s day, as he would have done if it had
come to be the general name for that day when
his Revelation was given, but simply ¢ first day
of the week.”

Fourthly. The seventh day of the week is
in the most express manner called God’s holy
day. It is the one day of the seven which he
has reserved to himself. And the Son of man,
through whom the worlds were made, John
1:3; Heb. 1:2, and who was consequently asso-
ciated with his Father in the institution of the

Sabbath at the beginning, expressly styles him-

self the Lord of the Sabbath day. Mark 2 :28.
Therefore we say that the Lord’s day of Rev.
1:10, is the seventh day of the week, not the

firgt,
.No ecclesiastical writer previous to 4. p. 194

gives the title of Lord’s day to the first day of the

week. The so-called epistle of Barnabas is spu-
rious, The letter of Pliny to Trajan speaks of
a stated day, but does not specify which day of
the week it was. . The epistle of Ignatius to
the Magnesians is itself a forgery; and the
passage which is made to speak of Sunday as
the Lord’s day has been interpolated into that
forgery. Justin Martyr, a. p. 140, does not
use the term Lord’s day, as is so often asserted.
Clement of Alexandria, A. D. 194, uses the
term ambiguously, perhaps referring to the
first day of the week. Victor, bishop of Rome,
A. p. 196, attempted to honor the day by an
effort to have Haster uniformly celebrated om
that day. Tertullian, A. p. 200, furnishes the
first evidencs of abstinence from labor ‘on that
day. In a. ». 321, Constantine made a law in
behalf of the ‘‘venerable day of the sun,”
which was the first Sunday law. But this was
a pagan edict, Constantine not yet having be-
come even nominally Christian. At his so-
called conversion, two years later, in a. . 323,
this law for Sunday as a heathen festival, being
unrepealed, was made use of by Sylvester,
bishop of Rome, now reckoned in the line of

popes, to enforce Sunday observance as a Chris-

tian institution.

These are the indubitable facts of history,
authenticated by a reference to the original
authorities in the History of the Sabbath, by J.
N. Andrews, to which the reader is particularly
referred.

-~ 2. An objection. The papacy was not fully
established till a. ». 538, more than two hun-
dred years after Constantine’slaw. How, then,
can Sunday be called an institution of popery,
and the change be attributed to the little horn, -
according to the propliecy of Daniel, which is a
symbol of the papal power ? .

Let it be remembered that Sunday, as a sub-
ject of prophecy, is Sunday as a Christian insti-
tution. The question, then, is, What power or
influence established this observance in the
Christian church? Not Constantine; for his
legislation referred to it as a heathen festival ;
although he furnished a means which was
gshrewdly manipulated by pope Sylvester in
enforcing it among Christians. But it was
brought in by the working of that influence
which finally resulted in the establishment of
the papacy. The papacy existed in embrye
long before Constantine’s time. The mystery
of iniguity worked even in Paul’s day, 2 Thess.
2:7, waiting only the removal of the restrain-
ing influence of paganism, to reveal, in its full
strength, the papacy before the world. The

. { root of this monstrous system of evil runs -back
“|far into the centuries before its open devel--

opinent, like the tree which sends its tap-roo$

far-down into the earth beyond the sight of the

observer. Through that root the Sunday has
found its way into the professed church of
Christ ; and on that . tree it appears as one of
the most characteristic fruits. As an institu-
tion, Sunday is both pagan and papal; as a
rival of the Sabbath of the Lord, it is wholly
papal. - v. 8.

‘Why Will This Cause Succeed?

. Brcause it is the truth of God, founded on
his:word, which he has magnified above all his
name. Heaven and earth shall sooner perish
than that one tittle of that word shall fail.

Prophecy has promised the very work we now

sge-being done. The remnant of his people—
those who are alive and remain to the coming
of the Lord—will keep the commandments of
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God. ‘The time has come for this last message.
This is; why the Sabbath question is interesting
the people everywhere, and the agitation is con-
tinually increasing. The hand of the Lord is
in the: work. This is that which was written
by the prophet: ¢ Here are they that keep the
commandments of God.”
The: question has been asked among S. D.
Baptists why it is that S. D. Adventists are
* successful in gaining converts to the Sabbath,
notwithstanding the fact that they preach it in
eonnection with other very unpopular doctrines.
The apswer is, These other unpopular doctrines
are al§o true ; and when men begin to reform
and bear the ‘cross of unpopular truth, they
may just as well make a clean sweep of their
errors at once. This, honest souls will do when
their ‘errors are made manifest by the light of
the Word of God.
-The doctrine of the advent of Christ at hand
is unpopular ; but signs and prophecies fulfilled
" attest its truth, Aund when the prophecies of
Daniel and John are set before the people, and
the fulfillment traced to the present time, the
papaqgy is seen to be the great antichrist, and
the change of ‘the law of God is clearly seen to
be the work of antichrist. Then, when this is
elearly seen, the warning message of Rev. 14
9-12, has a force in it to bring honest souls,
who desire to have the truth, to the keeping of
the pommandments of God ‘and the faith of
Jesus. The Sabbath has been so long trodden
wander foot by the Christian world that some-
thing is needed to arouse the people upon the
subject. God foresaw this and promised a
- special message for this very time ; and he is
now | gracxously fulfilling his promise. It is the
predmted change of God’s law by the papacy,
and “its restoration by this last message, that
gives power to the truth to move the people to
- actién. - Therefore the unpopular truth that the
-goming of the Lord is at hand, and consequently
that! the time has come for the last warning to
be given to the world, is itself the special means
which God has provided to arouse honest souls

~ and: 1ead them to see and embrace the Sabbath.

of the Lord, and leave that institution of the
p&pacy which stands in opposition to it, and
whiéhis uniformly set forth by Catholic writers
as the mark or sign of the power of the Roman
¢hurch “to change the institutions of God and
bix;% the consciences of men.
hile we t%a.ch the perpetuity and 1mmuta.bll-
- ity of the moral law and the true Sabbath of the
Loxd, we warn the people of an ‘‘ irrepressible
conflict 7’ that awaits us, when the image of the
beapt shall enforce his own worship on pain of
desth, a prominent part of which will consist
in receiving. the mark of the first beast, 5. e.,
the papacy—Lkeeping the institution which this
cha}nger of lawg has put in the place of the Sab-
bath, Rev.13:11-17. For more than a quarter
of ‘a centary we have been teaching that the
United States is the two-horned beast, and con-
" sequently that here the image will be formed--
thdt ecclesiastical authority would demand, and
get the control of the civil law, 80 as to be able
to ienforce the keeping of the pago-papal Sun-
day upon all as the ¢ Christian Sabbath.”
Twenty-seven years has this exposition of the
prbphecy been published ; and during this
period this view has been believed and taught
by the whole body of 8. D. Adventists. |
. It was simply faith in the prophecy as the
“word of God that led us to take this pesition,
and to proclaim it abroad during these past
years. But what do we see now? We see
démonstrative proof that this position is correct ,
and consequently that the time has come when
the message of warning which we are preaching
should be preached, Rev. 14:9-12, showing
that this work is of Grod and not of men. We
see the ¢ National Association ” pushing for-
ward their scheme and urging their demand for
& ‘“ religions amendment ” of the National Con-
stibution, so that ‘“all Christian institutions,
laws, and usages, shall be placed upon an un-
deniable legal basis in the fundamental law of
o:u,r nation.” Prominent among these institu-
‘tions, laws, and usages, is the observance of
what is called ‘“our American Christian Sab-
bath.” When this amendment is obtained, the
{mage of the beast will be formed with power
%0 -enforce the mark. And, aside from the
prophecy which assures us that it will be done,
that prospect of success is bright and rapidly
increasing in splendor. All observant and rea-
gonable then can now see that the ‘“religious
amendment” is likely to prove a success. And
the success of this movement ig demonstrating
the truth of our position on prophecy, and con-
sequently proving the advent movement of the
present day to be divine. This constitutes one
of the sbrongest arguments to move the people
4o action in restoring God’s law and Sabbath.

‘which are still so clearly revealed.

ful, laborious,

No one can fail to see the force of this argu-
ment when fairly presented to the mind. Those
who do the work God designs they should for
the restoration of his Sabbath will use the argu-
ments which he has furnished in his prophetic
word. R. F. Corrrevrr.

The Day of the Lord.

TuE day of the Lord isnear. The world and
many professors of the Christian faith do not
believe it, or, if they do, will not acknowledge
it. Faith in the Bible is so weak that the mass
would be ashamed to avow their faith in things
It is sad-
dening to think that that day is coming upon
such multitudes as a destruction from the Al

mighty. “Howl ye ; for the day of the Lord is
at hand; it shall come as a destruction from the
Almighty.” Isa.13:6. ¢ The day of the Lord

80 cometh as a thief in the night ; for when they
shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruc-
tion cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman
withchild; and they shall not escape.” 1 Thess.
5:23. That great and most tremendous day s
before us. Who will be prepared to meet it?
‘Who of us, my brethren, are living and Iabor-
ing as if webelievedit ¥ Many will be sadly dis-
appointed in that day. Now is the time to in-
quire, ‘“Lord, is itI?7” Many will ask too late,
‘“ Who shall be able to stand ? ” because then it
will be that ‘‘the great day of his wrath is
come.” Rev. 6:17. Now, by earnest, prayer-
and persevering effort, we may
escape that terrible fate.
that day by coming to Christ for pardon, keeping
the commandments of God, and laboring self-
sacrificingly for the salvation of others? ¢‘Seek
ye the Lord, all ye meek K of the earth,
which have wrought his judgment; seek right-
eousness, meekness ; it may be ye shall be hid
In the day of the Lord’s anger.” R F. C.

Envy.

Texr: Wrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous but
who is able to stand before envy? Prov, 27:

There are few persons who know the amount
of envy in their hearts, or the extent of its evil
influence upon the actions of theirlives. Wrath
is cruel, and the angry person is perfectly outra-
geous in his course, but envy is worse than all.

It was this feeling on the part of the chief
priests, that caused them to reject Christ; and
this was so plain that Pilate, the Roman
Governor, could easily discern their motives.
Mark 15 : 10. Joseph’s brethren tried to
destroy him out of envy. Gen. 37 : 11 ; Acts7:
9. The people rebelled against Moses out of
envy. Ps. 106:16. The Jews were envious
of Paul and Siias, and took unto them certain
lewd fellows of the baser sort, and gathered a
company and set the city in an uproar, and as-
saulted the house of Jagon, and sought to bring
them out to the people. Acts 17 :5. Verse 4
tells why they envied Paul and Silas, because
some of them (Jews), and a great multitude of
Greeks, and many of the chief women, believed
what the apostles were teaching, associated
with them and asked them for counsel. And
these would-be leaders and instructors, who
had been looked up to in the past, became un-
noticed. If Paul and Silas had failed to make
any converts, they might have gone on preach-
ing without being disturbed. It is quite likely
they would have been pitied, and these men
would have treated them as some poor deceived
fellows who were perhaps a little crazy., But
their arguments were unanswerable, and drawn
from the very standard of authority which
their assailants themselves acknowledged.

Paul reasoned from the Scriptures, and
showed their fulfillment in pointing out Jesus
as the very Christ. Verses 2 and 3. Now these
wicked men get together the very class of per-
sons adapted to their work, lewd fellows, and
the baser sort at that, the very worst characters
they could find. Ordinarily they would not
be found associating with such people, but now
their envy is aroused and they forget all else.
They pretend they are trying to do good ;
these men must be corrected ; but at heart
they were prompted by envy and wounded
pride,

The same spirit lurks in the hearts of men.

to-day. If a man is successful in any pursuit he
is sure to grouse the envy of others. How often
we hear the tradesman speak lightly of an-
other’s work ; the salesman of another’s goods.
The professional man shrugs his shoulders, and
in a very confidential manner, gives you a hint
that the knowledge and ability of his fellow pro-
fessor is not as great as is supposed. We may
expect such things from men who seek only
this life ;
among the people of God that our hearts arve

‘Who will prepare for,

but it is when we see these feelings |

grieved. The same thing is being acted over to-
day that took place in Paul’s case. Many re-
fuse truth only because of pride, which makes
them envious, This feeling of envy is a wicked

one, but more or léss common to the natural

heart. You may say, That does not apply to
me, for T have no feelings of that kind ; I obey
the words of Paul, and ‘““weep with them that
weep.” Many persons sympathize with another
when in trouble, who do not obey the first
part of the injunction, to ¢“rejoice with them
that do rejoice.” Rom. 12:15. When some
blessing falls upon another, and we do not re-
ceive it, how natural to our depraved hearts is
the feeling of envy. How few live, ‘“‘In honor
preferring one another?”

Often a brother or sister is found reproving
others for their course; and who seem to be so
anxious about them, that one would think they
really meant to do them good; but couid you
examine their hearts, you would find them
prompted by the spirit of envy. How seldom
we see an erring one reproved in the right
spirit. The reprover may be actuated from
pride, which perhaps is wounded because of the
reproach brought upon the church or cause of
which the reprover is a representative.

I call to mind the case of a brother who
felt that he must reprove another. He ap-
peared so earnest to do him good that his action
seemed to come from a pure motive; but he was
so much exercised over that brother’s case that
he went and told his fault all through the
neighborhood. How much did he expect to
benefit the erring one by that- course? The
mother often punishes her child with never a
thought for its good; her feelings have been
aroused by some disobedient act, and the pun-
ishment is only revenge, to gratify her injured
pride.

Envy is the spirit that so often affects the
church choir and congregational singing, makes
unpleasant the family circle, destroys the pleas-
ure of the social gathering, in fact disturbs the
entire neighborhood and gets the whole city in
an uproar. We may not expect the world to
reform upon this, but, my dear brother and
gister in Christ, let us overcome, from 'the
aged down to the liftle child, and be careful
that our object be to do others good and not to
gratify envy. Further, remember it is this
same feeling of pride that often causes us to
reject a testimony and reproof.

“Do ye think that the scripture saith in
vain, the spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth o
envy.” James4:5. How few know their own
hea.rts, but God has promised to give “more
grace.” Let us strive for it.

W. M. HEALEY;
B o 7 )

Minnesota Camp-Meeting,.

‘WE have just.closed one of the most success-
ful camp-meetings I have ever attended. We
enjoyed a very pleasant time in our school.
Tuesday and Wednesda.y the brethren arrived
at camp in large numbers, so that most all were
present at the: commencemeut‘of the regular
camp-meeting. It was cheering to see them
come, load after load, some coming from fifty to
two hundred miles. . Others came twenty miles
with ox teams. Brother Harlow, seventy-six
years old, drove his team three hundred miles,
from some place in Dakota. This shows a com-
mendable zeal, There were eighty-one tents on
the ground, and a count showed that there were
nearly eight hundred persons encamped. This
was the largest. meeting that I have attended
outside of Michigan.

Having the business well out of the way, we
began our religious meetings early in the week,
and kept them well ahead. Friday morning
over a hundred came forward to seek the Lord.
Sabbath morning was entirely devoted to this
work, and one hundred and forty-five made a
start in the Christian life.
very interesting season in hearing them speak.
After preaching upon baptism, a large number

signified their desive to be baptized. Their |

names were recorded and their cases examined ;
then a day having been given in which to pre-
sent objections, if any existed, one hundred and
thirty-three were accepted as candidates for
baptism. Sunday afternoon we repaired to the
river, a short distance from the camp, where
these were baptized by Elders Grant, Dimmick,
Curtis, and Ells. A large mill-dam above, a
bridge just below, and rising banks on each side
afforded the crowd a good view, and they were
all well lined with spectators. It wasestimated
that there were tweniy-five hundred people
present. Hverything passed off in good order.
A sister who has been confined $0 her bed
twenty-seven years, a cripple, was taken by the
administrators and carried into the water, and

- Grant hd% been very succe&sful in7this pOSgJiLon(

We then enjoyed a.

baptized. It wad a very affecting soene, This
was the largest and most affecting baptism I
have ever witnessed. In several cases the min-
isters would lead mother and gon, husband and -
wife, or sometimes husband, wife, and children -
into the water together. Elder Babcock’s twin
daughters, about eleven years of age, were bap-
tized together. It was a scene never-to be for- -

gotten,
The arasshopper scourge has passed away,

and Minnesota crops begin to look up. How-
ever, as the Conference had a large list of min-
isters to pay, we found our systematic benevo-
lence fund short. Evidently the brethren have
not been domg their duty in paying their tithes.
An expresmon made by rising showed that
about one-fifth .of those present had embraced
the truth the past year, With more than one- -
fourth of the audience this was theu' first camyp-
meeting. This Conference now has fifteen or-
dained ministers,. and twenty-two hcentla.tes ’
Several were licensed for the first time' at this
meeting. At our last session, three brethren
were ordaified: to the work of the ministry.
There are three or four preachers in the Con-
ference who labor among the Scandinavians. .
A special effort will be made for that people
this year. ' L
T was deeply impressed with the fact that thm .
is becoming a very large Conferemce. ~ When I
came to this State six years ago, thefe was not a
minister laboring in the State. There were only
about two liundred Sabbath-keepers in the Qon- " .
ference. Now they have about fifty. churches, .
thirty-seven ministers, and twelve or fourteen " -
hundred Sabbath-keepers And all ‘this: “has
been done by men raised up in their midst.
Truly the Lord has blessed Minnesota.
probably dne of the richest fields in. the catise.
But with prospemty and increasing: numbers, I
can see a chance for many dangers. It is diff-
cult to educa,te 80 rapuily these npw converks .
soundly m’r,o ‘the principles of this message:
There is great danger that some of them will

endeavor to brmg in new ideas and ways of their

own, which will work evil to the cause, Where‘w
there are §o many laborers, there ig also da,nger 2
of ambition : and rivalry among. mlmsténng
brethren - This ‘should be’ prompt,ly discotinte-
nanced by gvery one. It has cémie to ibe .a
great.responsibility for the pr osidenit $o oversea
the entiré work of the Conference. Brother

in thé pagh. iﬁé still ‘needs the heatty co- -opot-"

| ation of a1l his brethren to &uccessfully ca,r’ry (m@

the work:} This we believe he has,
Personally, it was a great Plea,sure to me tor
attend this GOnference, and gee 80 mhany of my
old brethren, This is the spot where T first
began to realize success in- anesota “We.
began w1th & small handful of- abouy twenty-
five. From: that day to this. the ohurch. here - -
has steadily grown, till now it had eighty mem- "~
bers, and is’ the 'largest church in the Gonfer-‘ .
ence, 'L‘wenty five from this place were's ba.p
tized at thisimeeting. These will be added
the church at its next qualterly mesting. 1 ¢ .
It wa,sx specially gratifying to us to. ﬁnd tha.t -
the brethren ‘here have the respect and confi- .
dence of! thé, commumty in so large a. dggree iy
Everybody was friendly to us, and showed. us.
all the favors possible. The hotel keepemmad
a free d.mner for a goodly number of our minis: '
ters. Our 0ld Jandlord of former yoars vlslbe :
us frequently, ‘bringing food and hearty" greeb-r';
ing. The ¢ounty paper. ga.ve g the followmg
unsohcxted commendation :— . o
“ Whitever ‘may be thought of -some,
pecuha,r tenietd of. this denomination of
tians, it'is gererally admitted that the Bjstem
ma,kes its followers honest, and 3 W1se1 a,nd be
ter people.” - . o
Sunda,y it was with great d.lﬁlculty tha,t I};
could speak on account of hosjrseness. Affer.<
that T-had. to give it up entirely. Brothe -
Stone took my place, and rendered valuabl
a.ssmta,nce At this date, it is° enhrely unce
tain what We shall do ‘th1§ summer.
D. M CANBIGHT

Hutah'mson, June 26.

Texas

TaE debate with Eldet O: Gaskey upon the Sab-«
bath questmn closed grandly .for us. Seven
more 100k a firm stand, upon the truth from
the debate. Elder C. knew veiry little a,bout)
the Bible and less about our positions. He con-
fesses himself beaten on four questions, but
thinks by followmg us up and . becoming better
posted'he can revenge. He usdéd three texts to -
support Sunﬂay, viz., Acty 20:7;1C0r. 1622, 'and
Heb, 4 :9. We 1eave about fifty firm Sabbath»‘
keepers, among them some good workers.

- There are calls for labor everywhere,” .-

Teriell, June 26, R .M. szoms

Tbeig o
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TUpward to Thee.

Daznxk clouds had gathered o'er my way,
And unknown paths before me lay,

Waile tangled briers flourished where
Bweet flowers once bloomed in beauty rare.

Misforunes crowded in my track ;
Joys vanished I could not call back ;
Bnares waited for my weary feet,

And dangers loom’d X' dared not meet.

My~ friends forsook in time of need ;
No kindly hand to aid or lead ;
Weary, temipt:d, and despairing,

* None I thought for me was caring.

The night came on, the fearful night!
Lost ! lost | ho help, no guide, no light!
Lost in sorrow’s night of darkness ;
Lost in temptation’s wilderness.

A voice then whispered, *¢ God is here ;™
Strange I'd forgotten, in my fear,

One who is ever near to aid ;

Then eagerly I knelt and prayed—

‘¢ Father, let not thy sinful child
Now perish in the fearful wild ;
Reach down, I pray, thy hand to me,
And lead me safely up to thee.”

A heaven ly light around me shone,

I felt a strong arm round me thrown,
And far away, O, blessed sight !
Arose to view a city bright.

The tempter vanished when I knelt s
No longer fear or pain I felt;

The vision of the shining goal

New hope breathed in my fainting soul.

~ Upheld by that Almighty Arm,
No earthly ills can do me harm ;
‘Where erst so dark, now sunlight gleams,
And 21l the way with beauty beams.

A gong of praige my glad heart sings,
And faith gives eyes and hope gives wings; .
So ever upward mounts my soul
Toward heaven, its final blissful goal.
) —Mrs. C. L. G. M.

Use of Sorrow.

Tar other day I was feeling very sad and

gloomy over my infirmities, errors, and sins,

_ and what I was suffering in consequence of
them. My heart almost murmured at it.
‘Why must I suffer thus? Why has God
allowed such trials and sorrows to come upon
me? What good can it possibly accomplish
for myseif or for any one else }

‘With these reflections in my mind, my
eye rested upon the following scripture:
« Blessed be God, even the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies,
and the God of all comfort ; who comforteth
us in all our tribulation, that we may be able
to comfort them which arein any trouble, by
the comfort wherewith we ourselves are com-
forted of God.” 2 Cor. 1:3, 4.

Here was a new thought. We are here
to help each other. All around us on every
gide, there are aching hearts, sorrowing
hearts, desolate hearts, disappointed plans,
blasted hopes, men and women ehcompassed
with infirmities, with weaknesses, and with
errors, repenting, halting, doubting, fearing
and bhoping. Oh! my soul, who can help
all these persons. Certainly not that person
who has mnever experienced any of these
things. How could such an one sympathize
with these poor souls? It would be impos-
gible. No, I see now that adversity and
trouble are necessary to prepare us, to soften
our hearts, to ripen us up, and make us able
to comfort others. This is what Paul seems
to mean—“God” says he ¢ comforteth us
in all our tribulation, that we may be able
to comfort them which are in any trouble.”
All of us, but especially the ministers and
those who labor with him, need just this
preparation. Paul cries out, “T have great
heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart.”
Rom. 9:2. My case can be no worse than
that. How many thousands of sorrowing
hearts have found sweet consolation in the
Psalms, These Psalms were poured forth
from a heart! filled with apguish. The
flower must be crushed to yield its sweetest
fragrance.

Dear friend, are you suffering and griev-
ing over it Do you question God’s provi-
dence? If you will hut patiently trust him,
you will yet see that God only meant it for
good, to fit you for the work he has for you.
The language!of my heart is, “ O my soul
hope thou in God, for Ishall yet praise him.”
o Sel, '

From Heaven or of Men.

TwENTY-SEVEN years ago, when I inves-
tigated the claims of this movement concern-
ing the second coming of Christ at hand, as
a fulfillment of prophecy, the question re-
solved itself into the form of that which
Jesus asked the Jews, namely, ¢ The bap-
tism of John, was it from Heaven or of men?”
1t was claimed that the advent movement was
a fulfillment of the promised warnings of the
three symbolic angels of Rev. 14 :6-12, and
that the third of the three messages was
already being announced to the world. If
this claim wag true, then the advent move-
ment was certainly from Heaven—it was

Heaven sent, like the mission of John the |

Baptist, who came in fulfillment of the

“Voice of one crying in the wilderness,” as
foretold by the prophet Isaiah. (Chap. 40.)
But if it was not true, it was of men, and
would certainly come to nothing,

Small as was the number of those who
claimed to be proclaiming the message of the
third angel, God enabled me to believe that he
had sent this his last warning to mankind to
prepare a people for the second coming of
Christ, when he shall come to reap the harvest
of the earth, a people who shall be found keep-
ing “the commandments of God and the
faith of Jesus.”

. In God’s providence I have lived to see
this message spread abroad in almost all the
enlightened portions of the earth.  The peo-
ple that keep the commandments, the Sab-
bath of the fourth as well as the other nine,
and are lcoking for the coming of Jesus ac-
cording to his promise, are to be found
throughout these United States, the countries
of Burope, in different points in Africa,
and in the Tslands of the sea. As I see this,
do you think my faith is waning? Af this
stage of the work, why cannot all Christians

believe it
It is not claimed that the spread of this

message alone proves it to be of divine ori-
gin. Spiritualisin has spread over the world
during the same time, and has heen received
by thousands while this message has only
found its hundreds, or even its tens, of be-
lievers., But when we consider that Bible
truth in its purity has never been popular in
the world, and that the reception of this
message involves the greatest crosses, even
to the Christiun world, the fact that it has
stood against the popular current, and has
made its way to the nations of the earth, or
has sprung up spontaneously in different
countries, ought to be taken as evidence that
the hand of God is in the work. It is truly
marvelous that it has lived and prospered to
the present time, under all its difficulties.
And though it is wunpopulsr with the
Christian world, and requires cross-bearing
to receive it, yet it certainly is founded in
Bible truth. It is a real reform. It only
teaches a return to truths clearly revealed in
the Bible, The “ commandments of God,”
which are carried in front, are precisely those
found in the Bible, as they were written by
the finger of God. And the faith taught is
the faith of Jesus Christ. Our doctrines
are read from the Bible itself, and not in-
ferred merely from its teachings. These are
some of the evidences which show this mes-

sage to be from Heaven, Its light is spread-

'ing, and we thank God-for it and take cour-

age. Its results will be glorious. My
prayer is, Let me share in the work, and
then in the trinmph. R. F. CoTTRELL,

‘WaAT a precious privilege is prayer,
Come to the mercy-seat—that seat where
love and justice, holiness and pardon, di-
vinely sit; whence great streams fall on the
sinsick soul. Let no hour pass without a.
visit to the throne of grace. It is but a
thought-step, “an upward glancing of the
eye,” a leap of the soul from earth duties,
and you are there, While putting that
needle through the cloth, or driving that nail,
you can go to the mercy-seat. Thread every
fiber of life with these pearls. Leaven every
lump with this sacred life.

THE HOME CIRCLE.

A Rift in the Cloud.

AXDREW LEE came home at evening from
the shop where he had worked all day, tired
and out of spirits; came home to his wife,
who was also tired, and dispirited.

“ A smiling wife, and a cheerful home—
what a paradige it would be!” said Andrew
to himself as he turned his eyes from the
clouded face of Mrs. Lee, and sat down with
kuitted brow, and a moody aspect.

"Not a word was spoken by either. Mrs.
Lee was getting supper, and she moved about
with a weary step. ‘

“Come,” she said at last, with a side
glance at her husband.

There was invitation in the word only,
none in-the voice of Mrs. Lee.

Andrew arose and went to the table. He
was tempted to speak an angry word, but
controlled himself, and kept silence. He
could find no fault with the chop, nor the
sweet homemade bread, and fresh butter.
They would have cheered his inward man, if
there had only been a gleam of sunshine on
the face of his wife, He noticed that she
did not eat. ¢ Are you not well Mary?”
The words were on his lips, but he did not
‘utter them, for the face of his wife looked so
repellant, that he feared an irritating reply.
And so in moody silence, the twain sat to-
gether until Andrew had finished his supper.
As he pushed his chair back, his wife arose,

.and commenced clearing off the table.

“This is purgatory!” said Lee to him-

-gelf, as he commenced walking the floor of

their little breakfast-room, with his hands
clasped behind himn, and his chin almost
touching his breast.

After removing all the dishes and taking
them into the kitchen, Mrs. Lee spread a

- green cover on the table, and placing a fresh

trimmed lamp thereon, went out and shut
the door, leaving her husband alone with
his unpleasant feelings. He took a long,
deep breath as she did so, paused in his
walk, stood still for some moments, and then
drawing a paper from his pocket, sat down

by the table, opened the sheet and commenced.:

reading. Singularly enough the words upon
which his eyes rested were, “Praise your
wife.” They rather tended to increase the
disturbance of mind from which he was suf-

fering. .

« 1 ghould like to find some occasion for-

praising mine.” How quickly his thoughts
expressed that illnatured sentiment. But
his eyes were on the page before him, and

 he read on.

“ Praise your wife, man, for pity’s sake,
give her a little encouragement; it wont
hurt her.” '

Andrew Lee raised his eyes from the
paper and muttered, ¢ Oh, yes. That’s all
very well.  Praise is cheap enough. But
praise her for what? For being sullen, and
making your home the most disagrecable
place in the world " His eyes fell again to
the paper.

“She has made your home comfortable,
your hearth bright and shining, your food

-agreeable ; for pity's sake, tell her you thank

her, if nothing more. She don’t expect it;
it will make her eyes open wider than they
have for ten years; but it will do her good
for all that, and you, too.”

It seemed to Andrew as if these sentences
were written just for him, and just for the
occasion. It was the complete answer to his
question, “ Praise her for what?” and he
felt it also as a rebuke. He read no farther,

-for thought came too busy, and in a new

direetion. Memory was convicting him of
injustice toward his wife. She had always
made his home as comfortable for him as
hands could makeit, and had he offered the
light return of praise or commendation

'Had he ever told her of the satisfaction he

had known, or the comfort experienced?
He was not able to recall the time or the
occasion, As he thought thus, Mrs. Lee
came in from the kitchen, and taking her

work-basket from a closet, placed it on the
table, and sitting down without speaking,
began to sew. Mr. Lee glanced almost
stealthily at the work in her hands, and saw
it was the bosom of a shirt, which she was
stitching neatly. He knew that it was for
him that she was at work

“Praise your wife.” The words were
before the eyes of his mind, and he could
not Jook away from them. But he was not
ready for this yet. He still felt moody and
unforgiving. The expression of his wife's
face he interpreted to mean ill-nature, and
with illmature he had no patience. His
eyes fell on the newspaper that lay spread
out before him, and he read the sentence :—

“A kind cheerful word, spoken in =
gloomy home, is like the rift in a cloud that
lets the sunshine through.”

Leo struggled with himself a while longer.
His own ill-nature had to be conquered first ;
his moody, accusing spirit had to be subdued. -
But he' was coming right, and at last got
right, as to will. Next came the question
a8 to how he should begin. He thought of
many things to say, yet feared to say them,
lest his wife should meet his advances with
a cold rebuff. At last, leaning towards her,
and taking hold of the linen bosom upon
which she was at work, he said, in a voice
carefully modulated with kindness :~

“You are doing the work very beautifully,
Mary.”

Mzrs. Lee made no reply. But her hus-
band did not fail to observe that she lost,
almost instantly, that rigid erectness with
which she had been sitting, nor that the
motion of her needle hand ceased.

“My shirts are better made, and whiber
than those of any other man in our shop,”
said Les, encouraged to go on.

“-Are they ¥’ Mrs. Lee’s voice was low,'
and had in it a slight huskiness. She did
not turn her face, but her hushand saw that
she leaned a little toward him. He had
broken through the ice of reserve, and all
was easy now. His hand was among the
clouds, and a few feeble rays were already
struggling through the rift it had made.

{

“Yes, Mary,” he answered softly, * and
I’'ve heard it said more than once, what a
good wife Andrew Lee must have,”

Mrs. Lee turned her face toward her hus-
band. There was light in it, and light in
her eye. But there was something in the
expression of the countenance that puzzled
him a little.

“Do you think so?” she asked gquite
soberly. '

“ What a question!” ejaculated Andrew
Lee, starting up and going round to the side
of the table where his wife was sitting.—.
““ What a question, Mary!” he repeated, as
he stood before her.

“Doyou?” It was all she said.

“ Yes, darling,” was the warmly-spoken
answer, and he stooped down and kissed her
—“How strange that you should ask me
such a question !”

«Tf you would only tell me so now and
then, Andrew, it would do me good.” And
Mrs. Lee arose, and leaning against the
manly breast of her husband, stood: and
wept. ‘

What a strong light broke in upon the
mind of Andrew Lee.© He had never given
to his faithful wife even the small reward
of praise for all the loving interest she had
manifested daily, until doubt of his love had
entered her soul, and made the light thick
darkness. No wonder that her face grew
clouded, nor that what he considered moodi-
ness .and ill-nature took possession of her
spirit.

“You are good and true, Mary. My own
dear wife. I am proud of you—I love you
—and my first desive is for your happiness.
Oh, if T could always see your face in sun-
shine, my home would be the dearest place
on earth.” ’

. “ How precious to me are your words of
love and praise, Andrew,” said Mrs. Les,
smiling up through her tears into his face.
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AAH W1th them in my ears, my hea.rt ‘can
never he in shadow.”

. How easy had been the work for Andrew
Eee. He had swept his hand across “the
cloudy horlzon of his home, and now the
bright. sunshine was streaming down, and
flooding: that home with joy and bcauty-——
Eome Maga,zme

~

S mveéer Onward.

' Lxm was nevér made for dreaming,

‘ Stoppmg here or asking when—
‘ »Mere resolves‘or wordy seeming—

E Duty calls for honast men. )

. eDoubtmg a,lways makes us weaker,
, I‘eor makes‘cowardsof us all;
- But ‘the true and earnest seeker
" Kgows no térror or no fall.

‘IPHeti givd with bold endeavor, .

Eyer onward while youmay;
yKeep your tryst and hope forever,. .
God hxmself sholl guar(l the way: :
o ~Sel, byM 12 0’

_000 HE/II_TH

_ I-Ie know‘s‘ ﬁot ”bu't

ﬂ'e of dlssolutlon when kllled and
bi ma.rket
I mestlc animals, and 1ndeed Wﬂd

Ut as are human beings. The Joat-
ague; hog cholera, measly pork txjoh-.
’ epizootlc ‘diseases, etc., sare. fam{har
Mﬁny a poor sufferer- ha.s been
3 lead b hfe of wretchednés ‘iand

In order to a.vmd pecumary loss,
wners kﬂled them, and sold their] dis-

10 means 1nfrequent “Even at ‘the

o of' this . writing, quite a number of
di iduals'in various sections of the ¢ountry
fn& the most horrible of deathy as;the
; It of ‘¢ating pork infested with trlchmse

-‘,Tlns dlsease has occuired frequently- wwhm
laist few years, and is liable to break’ out
in any 1oca.11by at any moment, thus: placing

'ﬁ'lmmment penl the lives of all who allow
",emselves to “partake of the flesh of hogs,
matter how 1nfreqpmntl;r

‘eaten in cities . are in most 1nsta,nces previ--
‘ously conﬂned for ‘some time in close - stalls,
e ithinig again and again the pubrid'emana-
tlons from’ thelr oWn excretions, thus: becom—
ing  totally. unfit, to be used as food , 8o
fmghtfully detrlmental to health is such a
-gourse that a rab, even when constantly sup
"phed with fresh air to breathe, will dieina
fshort tie if confined in its own exhalations.
We mlght describe at length the horrible
con.dltlon in which animals are often received
a,nd slaughtered at the slauvhter-houses of
.our cities ; but doubtless it is unnecessary, as
4ll are familia,r with the facts which havé so
often been made public.
" The process of fattening is itself one of dis-
- éase, since it is occasioned by obstruction of
the various excretory organs of the body, so
that the broken- down, diseased, and worn-
.out material of the body cannot be carrxed
“out of the system, and so accumulates. - In-
deed, fat, in such; cases, is but another name
~for’ dlsea,sed matter.

An animal - apparently in perfect; health
"'may still be full of disease, resulting from de-
ra.ngement of .gome internal organ. ‘A well-
known and’ reliable butcher of this place re-

Jcently remarked that not one in ten of the
livers. of slaughterad animals was in a con-
‘dmon of hea.lth ~ The Jews are very careful

‘| after death.
‘action of the various depurating organs,

ystefn the gorms of sorqe fpul ,

"And we are Well aware‘

re sub_]eet to dxseases of varlous

would be comparatively harmless.

d carcasses for food, an occurrence whmh 1

‘The .animals wlnch are slauorhtered andt

to take every possible precaution to avoid

contamination by disease from animals, |

They carefully examine all of the internal
organs of the slaughtered animals, and if any
evidence of disease is found, none of the
flesh is considered fit to be eaten by them.
But even though the animals killed may
be in the best condition possible in regard to
health, there is still abundant reason for se-
rious objection. In every animal, even
when in perfect health, there isa constant

| breaking down or decomposition of the bis-
| sues. The products of this action are termed

debris or effete matters. They are the ashes
of the tissues, and are among the most viru-

lent poisons known. The quantity of this

‘| matter in the body may be estimated by the

well-received fact that decomposition of tis-
sues goes on more rapidly during life than
Were it not for the incessant

— | 'these poisonous products would quickly ac-

| cumulate in such quantities as to cause im-
‘mediate death.
" | death occurs so quickly from suffocation or

It is for this reason that

drowning, the action of those great excretory
organs, the lungs, being suspended,

These matters are principally contained in |
the veins of the body, and it is"owing to |

their presence that blood so quickly becomes

putrescént when ‘taken from the body..

When an animal is killed, only the arterial
blood is removed, which is comparatively pure

| while the dark, impure venous blood remains

in the flesh.  This is what gives, it its red
color. By continued washing, this poisonous
blood may be removed, a,nd the flesh will
then appear nearly white in -color. If all
flesh food were prepared in this way, it

would be willing to eat it, however, as, in
removing the poisonous blood, if. has been

 almost -entirely deprived of its savory and

| stimulating qualities.
The Jews were commanded not to eat the

blood. of animals, and in obedierige to’ this force has been diminished one-third, and the'

command, they use great care to remove the
blood from all flesh which they use as food.
Before cooking, it is placed in salt water for
a few hours, by which meang the blood is al-
most wholly removed.

~ Again, meat is almost always allowed to
reach a certain stage of putrefaction before
it is consrdered fit to be eaten. This is
thought necessary to render it tender. Es-
pecially is this the case in England, whers
meat is never considered good until it be-
comes tainted. It is no uncommon thing for
butchers to cut from a piece of meat the de-
cayed exterior and send the 1emamder to
their customers,

 Give Taem CoLp Warer.—It is very
doubtful if there is a single possible disease
in which the patient should not have cold
water ad libitum. Oh, how the babes
often suffer for cold water. A nursing babe
is given, no matver how thirsty, nothing buy
milk. The little lips are dry and cracked,
and the little tongue so parched it can
scarcely nurse, and yet it has nothing but
milk to assuage its craving thirst. Try it
yourself, mother, when you have a fever,

and we are sure that ever after, when,

your darling is dying with thirst, the tea-
spoon and tumbler of cold water will be in
constant use.

-8

Example and Influence.

Ir wine-drinking Christians, and especially
ministers, could know the use made of their
example by those who seek to drag down the
unwary, if they could know how ten thousand
demons seem to echo their sentiments in the
struggling soul of those whom a single glass
means ruin, they would drink no more while
the world. stands. Is may be “manly” to
take an occasional glass and sneer at the
““weakness ” of those who cannot and those
who do not, but is it Christian ? Reader, let
us not judge others, but for ourselves decide
and act with reference to such words as are
written, Romans 15:1, 14:21, and Matt.
18 :6-9.—Clhristian at Work. — + -

Fow |

-great that it led to

“Feariul to Contemplate ¥’

THIRTY-THREE estimates, carefully com-

piled, from different parts of the United

States, and all brought to harmonize, show
the following startling facts :—

There is drank each year, in our govern-
ment, 561,600,000 gallons of ardent spirits,
which, at manufacturing prices, cost the
consumers the round sum of $3,841,264,000.
It kills 164,062 persons each year, whose
days are each shortened ten years, making
a total of 1,640,620 years of time; puv at
$50 per year, this makes 82,031,000, There
are 1,523,662 regular or moderate dram
drinkers, who lose one-third of their time
drinking, and preparing for the drunkard’s
grave, which is equal to one hundred days
to each man in the year, put at 50c. per day,
this makes 76,183,100. The total amount
of crime costs the government annually $32,-
528,437, three-fourths of which is caused by
ardent spirits 24,396,328. Add cost of pau-
perism, both public and private, caused by

this evil, 21,375,000, Total, 4,045,249,428,
—Rd.

RELIGIOUS NEWS AND NOTES.

—Philadelphia has 100 more churches than
free schools.

—In China they spend $250,000,000 a
year in worshiping their ancestors.

—Of the 137,099 children in the State of
Connecticut, 54,377 do not attend Sunday-
schools,

—There has been an increase of 470 Ro-
man Catholic priests in Eungland and Scot-

land since 1867, and convents, monasteries

and religious orders have multiplied rapidly.

—The Protestant Episcopal church of the
Incarnation has cleared off entirely its debt
of $48,000. The Belleville Avenue Congre-
gational church, Newark, N. J., has also pro-
vided for its debt of $20,000.

—-No new missionaries have been sent out

 for three years in the Southern Presbyterian

church, and during that time the missionary.

Board closes this year with a debt of $9,000.

—The demand for the five cent Testament
issued by the American Bible Society is so
the issue of 1,000
copies a day throughout the month of May.
A new price list has been adopted in which

| the various publications of the sociely are
| greatly reduced. The recsipts for May were

$24,322.94; copies of Seriptures issued, 104,-
087.

—The indebtedness of the four principal

‘missionary organizations of this country is

as follows: American Baptist Missionary
Union, $26,000 ; Presbyterian Board of For-
eign Missions, $60,000; Reformed Foreign
Missions, $28,000; Methodist Missionary
Society, $170,000. The other denominations
are probably not far behind proportionally,
especially in the item of foreign work.

SECULAR NEWS.

—An unknown Philadelphia friend has
given Andover Seminary $25,000.

—Tt costs the Czar some $1,000,000 every
day to keep up his present military estab-
lishment.

—The British army in India is composed
of 146,000 infantry, 23,000 cavalry, 3600
engineers, 13,000 artillery and 400 field

‘pleces.

—Tt is figured that 4,000 acres of wheat

-[in San Bernardino county will be lost from

rust, representing 120,000 bushels, or, at
current prices, $140,000.

—Russia preserves eight crowns of prov-
inces conquered at various times and joined
to the empire—Siberia, the Crimea, Kiew,
Astrakan, Kasan, Finland, Poland, Krussi-
nia. ,

—The decline in rents at New York, this
year, makes a difference of $1,000 a day
in the income of the Astor property and of
about $100,000 a year on the Stewart prop-

erty.

—The total expense of the deportation,
salvage and erection of Cleopatra’s Needle
on the Thames embankment will be about
$80,000, - all of which is defrayed by Dr.
Erasmus Wilson. The removal of the obe-
lisk of Liuxor from Thebes to France, and its
erection in the Place de la Concorde, Paris,
cost the French Government $400,000.

—According to the new Drrectory there
are 1,507 saloons in Cincinnati, 400 more
than there are groceries. :

-——The railroad station at Lomd, near
Marysville, Cal., was entirely destroyed by
fire on Thursday, July 4.

—The works of a plow company on Pas-

saic river, New Jersey, have been burned,

throwing many men out of employment

loss $100 000.

—A large steam sawmill at Hood River,
on the Columbia, Oregon, was destroyed by
fire. -Several adjoining houses were also de- .
stroyed. Total loss, $20,000; no insurance.

—1TIt is ascertained that 2,748,000 :sheep
perished in New South Wales last year from

want of food and water, cansed by the pro-
tracted drouths, involving a loss of .£2 250,
009.

—Four large boilers in the mills of the
Chesapeake Nail Works, at Harrisburg, Pa.,
exploded on June 25 with tremendous force,
killing one man, wounding badly four others
and tearmg the mills to pieces.

—Some one estimates that 20,000 Amer-
icans will visit Europe this summer; and,
supposing that they spend an average of $1,-
000 each, the tidy little sum of $20, OOO 000 of
American money will be diverted to the en-
richment of the ¢ effete despotisms.”

—The telephone is now firmly establxshed
in England. A company of capitalists, whose
fortunes aggregate $10,000,000, have bought
the right of manufacture and sale. In Ger-
many it is even more popular than in A mer-
ica, and it is thought that in less than five
years it will be in universal use.

—The earth’s population according to sta-
tistics is as follows : Total population of the
earth, 1,396,752,000; under Christian gov-
ernments, 685,659,411; wunder non-Chris-
tian, 711,383,589 ; total avea of the earth’s
square miles, 52,062,470 ; area of Clristian
governments, 32,419,915 ; area of non-Chris-
tlan lands, 19 642 555

—There are 79,000 miles of teleoraph
wire in the United States, and 5,880 -offices,
or one mile of line to every thrty -8ixX Square
miles of area. Iingland has 75,000 miles of
line and 5,500 oﬁ’ice% or one mile of line to
every .one. ‘and a half miles of area, . Russia
has 31,500 miles of land and 900 offices, or
one mzle of line to every 330 square mhiles of
area.

—A Norweglan, according to the’ ,Moni-
teur Industrial Belge, has just invented an
ice breaker, to be used in northern harbors
to keep them open during the winter months,
It resembles a huge plow:share -and  is
driven by two engines. Two streams
thrown backward by means of centrifugal
pumps, force the broken ice back into the
channel formed. The machine may be con-
verted into a dredge for summer use.

—The largest bell in the world isin the tem-
ple of OIa,rs, in Kioto, Japan. Unhke the
greatbells in Pekin and Moscow, it is whole,
and its tone is as perfect and as sweet as
when first suspended. Where and by whom
it was cast is not known. Chinese and San--
scrit characters completely cover it ; but they
are not translated by Japanese scholars. It
is twenty-four feet high and sixteen. inches
thick at the rim. Tt has no clapper, but is
struck by a sort of wooden battering-ram on
the outside. .

—It is officially stated that the honanza
mines produced up to July 4, one hundred '
millions of dollars. A few people have made
a good deal of money out of these mmes, and
a few hundred men have been kept in em-
ployment in Virginia city. The thousands
who have been rumed by speculation in these
stocks, the many who have found a snicide’s |
grave'or a maniac’s cell through the influ-
ence of stock speculation—what of them?
The fortunate few are ever heralded to the
sldies, the many who fail are left to.reflect
upon their ruined hopes.—Oakland . Daily
Tmes.

—The whole number of immigrants, from -
all countries, arriving in the United States
during 1877, was 130,503, Of these, not quite
one-half, 66 281 la,nded at New York, and
10,098 at ban Francisco, these being Chinese.
of the whole number only 13,791 came from
Ireland ; 18,122 from England and 3,641
from Scotland and Wales. Germany and
Austria sent by far the largest contingents— -
Germany sending 35,554 and Austria 27 417,
The Catholic Review estlmates the Catholic im-
migrants in the above numbers at 74,000, the
pagans at 10,379, and the non—Cathohc and
nominal Chrlstlans at 46,124, Tt is quite
sure that its estimate of Cathohc immigrants
is not exaggerated, and addg, “The fubure of
the Republic is certainly in our hands.”



208

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Vol: 4, No. 26.

The Signs of the Times

O4xranDp, Car., Firre-paY, JUny 11, 1878

Baptism.

SamBaTH afternoon, June 29, we had the
pleasure of ‘burying four precious souls by bap-
tism in the Kalamazoo river, at Battle Creek,
Mich. A large audience gathered at the river-
side, where we have probably, during the last
thirty years, baptized more than one thousand
persons. Not that the Battle Creek church

.numbers that, but as our General Conference
in times past has almost always been held here,
and as'at such annual meetings there are more
or less to he baptized, and as the brethren have
usually given us the pleasure of being adminis-
trator, we think we have not stated the number
too high,

" Bolemn indeed was-the occasion, as we could
look back to the period of our strength in mid-
dle age, when we have baptized so many in this
river. It has sometimes been our-privilege to
unite with fellow-laborers when the number was
very large. Of these we will mention Elder
Andrews, now in the Old World, Elder Lough-
borough in California, and our beldved brother,
Elder Butler. We rejoiced in God; and al-
though time and disease had made their mark
upon us, yet: we had strength to go into the
water once more and to baptize these four with
the greatest ease. God grant that these may
follow the Lord. faithfully until the Master shall
appear and the reward be given. 4. W.

Meeting of Genveral Conference
Committee.

TrE General Conference Committee, being
in, Battle Creek, Mich., met in eouncil June
27, 1878, 2t 9:30 A. M., Elder James White in
the chair.

It was moved and supported that the address
by Elder James White, entitled ‘* Address and
Appeal,” be published in the Review. ~Carried.

After remarks by the chairman and other
members.of the committee, the following resolu-
tions were unanimously adopted :—

Resolved, 1. That we recommend that the
General Conference be held after the season of
tent and camp-meetings is past.

2. That we recommend that the Brothers
Brorsen go immediately to Denmark to labor
with Elder Matteson.

3. That we invite Sister Ellen G. White to
be present at the general canp-meeting to be
held in Michigan.

4. That in our opinion our camp-meetings
should not be held more than two years in suc-
cession in any ome place.

5. Thatthree camp-meetings be held in Mich-
igan the present season, at such points in dif-
ferent parts of the State as will secure the
greatest possible attendance of our people and
of those from the outside.

6. That we recommend that Elders Little-
john, Emith, and Waggoner attend the camp-
meetings, as may be arranged. '

Adjourned to call of the chair.

SECOND SESSION, 8:30 p. M., JUNE 27, 1878,

Meeting called to order by the chair. Prayer
by Elder D. M. Canright, followed by brief
remarks by the chairman, after which the fol-
lowing resolutions were unaninfou’sly adopted :—

Resolved, 1. That we recommend that a mis-
sion in England be opened immediately; and
that in our opinion Elder'J. N. Loughborough
is the wan to take the charge of it.

2. That we recommend that Elder J H.
Waggoner act as delegate to the Seventh-day
Baptist Conference the coming session.

3. That we recommend that Prof. S. Browns-
berger revise, for republication, the pamphlet
containing the pledges for the Battle Creek
College ; and that he devote what time he can
spare during the present vacation to the work
of collecting a library.

Adjourned to call of chair. ;

Jamrs Warre, Chairman.

Naple;, Italy.

Ovur labors in the hall where for ten months
we have called on all to come out of Babylon,
and worship Him that- made heaven and earth
and the sea, have come to a close. We have
had to ccmbat . with everything that could com-
bine to render our labor unsuccessful, = Our
hall, the only one that after much searching we
were.able to get, was hadly adapted for a room
in which to hold meetings.
the man who has set himself above God, and
thought to change times and laws, hold their
worship in gorgeous temples, where every day

The hierarchs of

anew god is manufactured, adored with incense,
and then eaten. Thehumble followers of Jesus
of Nazareth are considered unworthy even to

‘inhabit the houses of these worshipers, and

think themselves:fortunate if they can even get

-an gbandaned wine cellar in which they may

celebrate the praise of their meek and lowly
Master.

. Yet in our labors the Spirit of God has. been
with us, the strong arm of God has upheld and
protected us. Our lives have been in danger.
Several times our meeting has been broken up
by stones and fireworks hurled against and into
our hall, and on one occasion, after having
come out, there was a manifest evidence of the
presence of God’s angel with us, without which
we would all have been murdered. A young
map insulted one of our brethren, and he im-
prudently retaliated. ~ A hand to hand combat
ensued, Our enemies came round us in num-
bers. They were armed . with stones, knives,
and revolvers. Sister R. interposed  be-
tween the combatants and separated them. A
drinking house and a Catholic church were op-
posite our meeting room, and our adversaries
had come out of thelatter inflamed with wine
and fanaticism. A woman urged them against
us with wild gestures, and a voice cried out,
“Why do we not stone them?”  Yet after
our brother was dragged away by force from

his assailant, we walked calmly past our en--

emies, and not an arm was raised against us.

In our spiritual contests the presence of our
God with us has been not less manifést. I
need not recount the violent and persistent
opposition we have met with from those who
should be our brethren in combating the blas-
phemies of Babylon the mother, the warnings
that have been preached and printed against us,
the unjust and untruthful titles conferred upon
us; it is the same spirit which everywhere
makes war against the apostles of the third
angel’s message. But Michael our Prince has
contended for us, and truly we may call his
name Immanuel. '

And our warfara is of a difficult nature. We
are obliged to be always armed at all points;
for until we arrive at the meeting we do not
know what the nature of the contest will be.
At one time we have to preach to the lawless
and fruitless Antinomian, who revels in his
releagse from all the obligations of
moral law. At another time we seek to wake

the apathetic soul that.is dead to all religion.
of carnal passion, and

and a slave to the law
this is the state of the great mass of the people
here. Now we have to bring the Bible and
church history to bear on the bigoted and tra-
dition-fed Catholic, and now we have to open
the book of nature with the cold, scientific infi-
del, who believes in nothing but matter. Yet
blessed be God’s name, our progress has been
onward, the Sabbath has been recognized by
many, warmly and actively taken up by some,
and new souls have been added to the church
of Christ in our humble hall.
did we hear Christ openly confessed by several
who knew him not, one of whom had been an
infidel. Even within the past week there has
been joy amongst the angels; for a deist with
whom we have had long arguments has not
only accepted Christ as his Saviour, but has
begun to work for him by bringing in others,
and expresses a desire to labor still further
when he returns to his home in the country
this month.

And already from our little center the proc-
lamation of the Sabbath has gone forth to Genoa
and Turin in the north, Bari in the east, and
Sicily and Malta in the South ; while in Fgypt
two little churches of Sabbath-keepers have
been formed. These have sént me a most press-
ing call to come to their aid. Blessed be the
name of God, who has made his unworthy serv-
ants the means of doing this much in the
geat of antichrist; may he enable us to do
greater things, and bless all our brethren who
are laboring to build up his church of command-
ment-keepers out of all tongues and people, so
as to soon complete the number of his elect and
hasten his coming ! .

Our greatest pitched battle has been on the
subject of eternal punishment and the immor-
tality of the soul, -and there our victory has
been complete, as.I have related. - I have ‘many
times invited our antagonists to a discussion on
the Sabbath, but none have yet responded, al-
though urged by members of their congrega-
tions who have left them from conviction on the
subject. :

- Owing to the influence of the Catholic priest-

hood, it is almost impossible to obtaiflr a room-

in Naples whered';hg gospel mair“ be preached.
God has, however, in a most unexpected man-

God’s.

ral wants.

With what joy |

ner, provided us with another hall. Tt is,
smaller than the first one, too small if our num-

‘ber increases, but it suffices for our present
‘wants, and is in many ways better suited for

our work. We believe the prayers of our
brethren have aided in procuring a blessing
from on high on our past work, and ask them to

‘continue their prayerful sympathy, in the hope
‘that we may yet receive a greater blessing in:

our new seat of labor. Already new work is

opening upon us, and we trust that this new

little hall will be the abode of the Spirit, where-

in many new souls will be born into the king-

dom of Christ, H. P. Risrow.
June 1, 1878.

OCakland, Tent NQ. 1.

OuR meetings are prospering. We are now in
-the midst of the Sabbath question ; some have
decided to obey, and many are deeply interested.
Last Sunday we had the ordinance of baptism,

_and found twelve who were willing to go forth

and be buried in the likeriess of Christ’s death,
hoping to be in the likeness of his resurrection.
Next Sunday we expect another baptism. May
God continue to bless in the work here.

July 8, 1878. "W. M. Hravgy.

-

'Lemooré; Tent Wo. 2.

TaE tent-meetings elosed in this place last |

Sunday night. . We have had avery interesting
time in our meetings here. As the results of

- the meetings held last year in Gfangeville, and

of the camp-meeting last fall, we had seven or
eight Sabbath-keepers in the vicinity of Le-
moore ; but now we have a church of over
thirty.

The Lord has blessed in this meeting, and
for this we will take courage, and try to push
on the work in his- name. As soon as the ar-
rangements can be made we expect to build a
meeting-house on a beautiful lot donated by the

- railroad company.

I expect to spend some time now with -the
churches, and will meet with them according to
a ppointments. J. L. Woob.

July 4, 1878,

Placexville, Tent No. 3.

MzErriNGs were commenced here, Sabbath
eve, July 5 ;" the average attendance ‘has been
one hundred. Tracts and papers are freely
taken, and money flows into the contribution
box at a rate, if continued, to pay the run-
ning expenses, Brother Isaac Cross, of Sacra-
mento, makes an excellent tent master. Brother
H. T. Brown, of Lafayette, is present, and will
assist in canvassing the town with our books
and periodicals. This is the first preaching of
present truth in the foot-hills of the Sierra Ne-
va das, and the people say it is something new ;
they are hospitable, and supply our tempo-
There seems to be an interest to
hear, and we do hope that some seed will
£ all into good ground. B. A, SrEPHENS. |

~July 7, 1878.

A'ppolntments.

ProvipENCE permitting I will meet with the
¢ hurches as follows :—

Lemoore, Sabbath, July 13.

Pleasant Valley, July 15-24.

Locust Grove, July 25-29.

Lemoore, July 31 to August 6.

Fairview, August 6-12. J. L. Woobp.
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