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“Behold, I come quickly, and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” Rev. 22:12.
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"The Holy Name of Jesus.

THERE are names we murmur softly,
Ever with the same pure joy,
Which no absence can embitter,
No more ardent love destroy—
Bainted names of sire and mother,
Sounding on the troubled soul
Like the angels’ thrilling cadence
As we near the eternal goal.

There are names we utter sadly
As we gaze upon our dead,
Or with faithful love’s devotion,
Beatter flowers above their hed—
Names that sound like pealing anthems
From eternity’s white shore,
Telling of the endless morrow,
‘Where we’ll meet to part no more.

There are names we think of, never
Breathing their sad sound aloud, °

8hrinking when some heedless stranger
Speaks them mid the thoughtless crowd—

. Names that once, like heaven’s sunshine,

Could the brightest joy impart,

But, like festering Upas shadows,
Darken now around the heart.

There’s one Name replete with gladness,
Varied tho’ our moods may be, ‘

Gleaming like a glint of sunlight
O’er our passion’s stormy ses,

Falling like a healing balsam
On the open wounds of grief,

Pouring o’er the earthworn spirit

" Copious fountains of relief,

Who, when pressed neath care and sorrow
Heavier than man’s strength could bear,

Did not call to thee for comfort
In & wild yet humble prayer?

Gentle when we meet with harshness,
Constant when all else depart,

Faithful when our friends deceive us,
Beeking nothing but our heart.

Name more dear than any other |
Joy all earthly joys above |
Beauty all earth’s sons surpassing !
Love beyond all other love !
Wealth and beauty, joy and pleasure,
Endless bliss and deathless fame—
If we sigh for these they’re hidden,
Jesus, in thy Holy Name ]/'P -39

A .
General Jpticlss.
THE MINISTRY OF PAUL.

BY MRS, E. G, WHITE.

THE Redecmer of the world does mnot
sanction experience und exercise in religious
matters independent of his organized and ac-
knowledged church. Many have an idea
that they are responsible to Christ alone for
their light and experience, independent of
his recognized followers on earth. But in
the history of the conversion of Saul import-
ant principles are given us which we should
ever bear in mind,  He was brought directly
into the presence of Christ. He was one
whom Christ intended for a most iwportant
work, one who was to be “a chogen vessel ”
unto him ; yet he does not personally impart
to him the lessons of truth. He arrests his
course and convicts him; but when asked
by him, “What wilt thou have me to do}”
the Saviour places him in connection with
his church, and lets it direct him what to do.

Jesus is the friend of sinners ; his heart
is touched by their woe; he hag all power,
both in heaven and upon earth ; but he re-
spects the means which he has ordained for
the enlightenment and salvation of men ; he
directs sinners to the church, which he hag
made a channel of light to the world.

Saul becomes a learner of the disciples.
In the light of the law he sees himself s sin-

ner. He sees that Jesus, whom in his ignor-
ance he had considered an impostor, is the
author and foundation of the religion of God’s
people from the days of Adam ; the finisher
of the faith now so clear to his enlightened
vision ; the vindicator of the truth, and the
fulfiller of the prophecies. He had regarded
Jesus as making of none effect the law of
God; but when his spiritual vision was
touched by the finger of God, he learned that
Christ was the originator of the entire Jewish
system of sacrifices; that he came into. the
world for the express purpose of vindicating
his Father's law ; and that in his death the
typical law had met its antitype. By the
light of the moral law, which he had believed
hiwself to be zealously keeping, Saul saw him-
self a sinner of sinners. He repented, that is,
died to sin, became obedient to the law of
God, had faith in Jesus Christ as his Saviour,
was baptized, and preached Jesus as earnestly
and zealously as he had once denounced him.

Saul was a learned teacher in Israel; but,
while in the midst of his blind error and pre-
judice, Christ reveals himself to him, and
then places him in communication with his
church, which is the light of the world. In
this case Ananiag represents Christ, and also
represents Christ’s ministers upon earth, who
are appointed to act in his stead. In Christ’s
stead, Ananias touches the eyes of Saul that
they may receive sight. In Christ's stead,
he places his hands upon him, and, praying
in Christ’s name, Saul receives the Holy
Ghost.  All is done in - the name and by the
authority of Christ; but the church is .the
channel of communication.

Paul was baptized by Ananias in the river
of Damascus. He was then strengthened by
food, and immediately began to . preach Jesus

to the believers in the city, the very ones

whom he had set out from Jerusalem with
the purpose of destroying. He also taught
in the synagogues that Jesus who had ‘been
put to death was indeed the Son of God.
His argoments from prophecy were so con-
clusive, and his efforts were sp attended by
the power of God, that the opposing Jews
were confounded and unable to answer him,
Paul's Rabbinical and Pharissic education
was now to be used to good account in preach-
ing the gospel, and in sustaining the cause
he had once used every effort to destroy.

The Jews were thoroughly surprised and
confounded by the conversion of Paul. They
were aware of hig position at Jerusalem, and
knew what was his principal errand to Da-
mascus, and that he was armed with a com-
mission from the high priest that authorized
him to take the hbelievers in Jesus, and to
send them as prisoners to Jerusalem; yet
now they beheld him preaching the gospel of
Jesus, strengthoning those who were already
its disciples, and continually making new
converts to the faith he had once so, zealously
opposed. Paul demonstrated to all who
heard him that his change of faith was not
from impulse nor fanaticism, but was brought
about by overwhelming evidence.

As he labored in the synagogues his faith
grew stronger ; his zeal in maintaining that
Jesus was the Son of God increased, in the

face of the fierce.oppsition of the Jews. He-

could not remain long in Damascus, for after
the Jews had recovered from their surprise
at his wonderful eonversion and subsequent
labors, they turned resolutely from the over-
whelming evidence thus brought to bear in
favor of the doctrine of Christ. Their aston-
ishment at the conversion of Paul’ was
changed into an intense hatred of him like
unto that which they had manifested against
Jesus.

Paul’s Jife was in peril, and he received a

commission from God to leave Damascus for:
He went into Arabia; and there,in’
comparative solitude, he had ample opportu- |

a time,

nity for communion with God, and for con-
templation. He wished to be alone with
God, to search his own heart, to deepon his
repentance, and to prepare himself by prayer
and study to engage in a work which ap-
peared to him too great and too important
for him to undertake, He was an apostle,
not chosen offmen, but chosen of God, and

his work was plainly stated to be among the’

Gentiles,
‘While in Arabia he did not communicate

with the apostles ; he sought God earnestly
with all his heart, determining not to rest
til] he knew for a certainty that his repent-

ance was accepted, and his great sin pardoned.

He would not give up the conflict until he
had the assurance that Jesus would be with
him in his coming ministry. He was ever to
carry about with him in the body the marks
of Christ’s glory, in his eves, which had been
blinded by the heavenly light, and he desired
also to bear with him constantly the assur-
ance of Christ’s sustaining grace. Paul came
in close connection with heaven, and Jesus
communed with him, and established him in
his faith, bestowing upon him his wisdom
and grace.

Paul now returned to Damascus, and
preached boldly in the name of Jesus. The
Jews could not withstand the wisdom of his
arguments, and they therefore counseled to-
gether to silence his voice by force—the only
argument left to a sinking cause. They de-
cided to assassinate him. The apostle was
made acquainted with their purpose. The
gates of the city were vigilantly guarded day
and night, to cut off his escape. The anxiety
of the disciples drew them to God in prayer;
there was little sleeping among them, as they
were busy in devising ways and means for
the escape. of the chosen apostle. Finally
they conceived a plan by which he was let
down from a window, and -lowered over the
wall in a basket at night. ~In this humiliat-
ing manner Paul made his escape from Da-
mascus. -

. He now proceeded to Jerusalem, wishing
to become acquainted with the apostles there,
and especially with Peter. He was very
anxious to meet the Galilean fisherman who

‘had ‘lived,-and prayed, and  conversed with
Christ ypon earth, It-was with g yearning

heart that he. desired to meet the chief of
apostles. As Paul entered Jerusalem, he re-
garded with changed views the- city and the
temple. He now knew that the retributive
judgment of God was hanging over them.
The grief and anger of the Jews because
of the -conversion of Paul knew no bounds.
But he was firm as a rock, and flattered him-

‘self that when he related his wonderful ex-

perience to his friends, they would change
their faith as he had done, and believe on Je-
sus.  He had been strictly conseientious in
his opposition to Christ and his followers,
and when he was arrested and convicted of
his sin, he immediately forsook his evil ways,
and professed the faith of Jesus. He now
fully believed that when his friends and
former associates heard the circumstances of
his marvelous conversion, and saw how
changed he was from the proud Pharisee who
persecuted and delivered unto death those
who believed in Jesus as the Son of God,
they would also become convicted of their
error, and join the ranks of the believers.
He attempted to join himself to his breth-
ren, the disciples; but great was his grief
and . disappointment when he found' that
they would not receive him a5 one of their
number. They remembered his former per-
secutions, and suspected him of acting a part
to deceive and destroy them. True, they
had heard of his wonderful conversion, but
as he had immediately retired into Arabia,
and they had heard nothing definite of him
farther, they had not credited the rumor of
his great change. )
Barnabas, who had liberally contributed

his money to sustain the cause of Christ, and

to relieve the necessities of the poor, had
been acquainted with Paul when he opposed
the believers, He now came forward and
renewed that acquaintance, heard the testi-
mony of Paul in regard to his miraculous
conversion, and his experience from that
time. ' He fully believed and received Paul,

took"him by the hand and led him into the

presence of the apostles.. He related his ex-
perience which he had just heard—that Jesus
had personally appeared to Paul while on his
way to Damascus;, that he had talked with
him ; that Paul had recovered his sight in
answer to the prayers of Ananias, and had
afterward maintained in the synagogues of
the city that Jesus was the Son of God.

The apostles no longer hesitated ; they
could not withstand God. Peter and James,
who at that time were the only apostles in

voice of ‘one crying in the wilderness”

Jerusalem, gave the right hand of fellowship
to the once fierce persecutor of their faith ;-
and he was now as much beloved and re-
spected' as he had formerly been feared and
avoided. Here the two grand characters of .
the new faith met-—Peter, one of the chosen;
companions - of Christ while. he was. upon
earth, and Paul, & Pharisee, who, singe -the
ascension of Jesus, met him face to face, and.
had talked with him, and had algo geen him
in vision, and the nature of his work . in.
heaven. : ‘ -

This first interview was of great conao.
quence to both these apostles, but it was. of
short duration, for Paul was eager to get
about his Master’s business. Soon the voice
which had so earnestly disputed with.Stephen
wag heard in the same synagogue fearlessly
proclaiming that Jesus was the Son of God
—advocating the same cause that Stephen had
died to.vindicate. He related his own. won-
derful experience, and with a heart filled
with yearning for his brethren and: former
asgociates, presented the evidences . from
prophecy, as Stephen had done, that Jesus,
who had been crucified, was the Son-of God.

But Paul had wiscaleulated the spirit. of
his Jewish brethren. The same fury that
had burst forth upon Stephen .was: visited
upon himself. He saw that he must sepa-
rate from his brethren, and sorrow filled his
heart. He would willingly have yielded up
his life, if by that means they might have
been brought to a knowledge. of the truth,

The Jews began to lay plans to take his life,

and the disciples urged him to leave: Jerusa-
lem ; but he lingered, unwilling to.leave the
place, and anxious to labor a little longer
for his Jewish brethren. He had taken go
active a part in the martyrdom of Stephén
that he was deeply anxious to wipe out the
stain by boldly vindicating the truth which

-had cost Stephen his life, It looked te him

like cowardice to flee from Jerusalem, ‘
‘While Paul, braving all the consequences
of such a step, was praying earnestly to.God
in the temple, the Saviour appeared to him
in vision, saying, “ Make haste, and get thee
quickly out.of Jerusalem ; for they, will not
receive thy testimony concerning me.” . Paul
even then hesitated to leave Jerusalem ywith-
out. convincing the obstinate .Jews. of the

-truth of his faith; he thought that, even .if

hig life should be sacrificed for the :;trut'h;,« it
would not more than settle the fearful ac-
count which he held against himself for the
death of Stephen. He answered,  Lord,
they know that I imprisoned and beat in
every synagogue them that believed on thee.
And when the blood of thy martyr Stephen-
was shed, I also wag standing by and:con-
senting unto his death, and kept the raiment
of them that slew him.” But the reply was
more decided than before: * Depart; for I
will send thee far hence unto the ‘Gentiles.”
When the brethren learned of the, vision of
Paul, and the care which.God had over him, *
their anxiety .on his behalf was inereased ;
for they realized that he was indeed & chogen
vessel of the Lord to bear the truth to the
Gentiles, They hastened his secret escape
from Jerusalem, for:-fear of his asgassination
by the Jews. The departure of, Paul sus-
pended for a time the violent opposition.of
the Jews, and the church had a period;of
rest, in which many were added to:the num-
ber of believers, ; Sy

Strong Believers, , = .

LuTHER was a tower of strength because
his whole trust was in the ‘L(\)t;'d.f'fBél,xter
was a burning flame because he' lived hard
by the mercy-seat, whereon the glory dwelt
between the cherubim. . Whitefield was 1%10

- .
cause, like John, his cry was, Beholdfthe
Lamb of God!” Chalmers foamed -
cataract because the deep rapids ‘came rush-
ing down upon him from the everlasting
mountains. Hall’s words were molten in the,
furnace where his faith wag tried with fire.
These were great preachers because they were.
strong believers; and they were strong.be-
cause they loved the truth, kept thei rti
with all diligence, and walked in the
heaven. There is no age in which suck p:
ers would not have power.—Zclectic Bei
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When Was the Bible Written?

CHRISTIANS cliim that the New Testament
was written about eighteen hundred years
ago, by the disciples of Jesus Christ, who were
personally acquaintéd with him ;'and that the
Old Testament wag written in Hebrew by
the Jews several hundred years before that
time. Whileinfidels do not pretend seriously
to dispute this, they often put on a look of
great wisdom, and raise many doubts concern-
ing it. They say, “ Who knows that this is
30! Where is the proof of it1” Some sug-

st that King James was the one who first
collected the books of the Bible; others say
that Constantine did it, while others say that
there is nothing certain about it anyway, But
it will be noticed that the wisest of them
never dare argue the question with another ;
they never pretend to show who did write
these books, nor just when they were written.
‘We might leave the question right here, and
demand of them to prove that these books
were not written at the time and by the per-
sons claimed by Christians, But we should
have to wait forever. They will never at-
tempt it.

‘We shall now show the reader that there
is most overwhelming testimony conclusively
proving that the Bible was written at the
time claimed by Christians, and by the very
men claimed by them to have written it. Our
motto is, one thing at a time, and the neavest
one first. 'We will begin then, with an un-
deniable fact:—

The Bible exists to-day. It lies upon our
tables ; it is read in our Sabbath-schools, and
is preached from every week in thousands
of pulpits. You can buy it in any book-store
throughout the world. 'Who will deny these
facts? No one. But further, the Bible not
only exists to-day in the Knglish language,
but it is translated into over two hundred
and fifty different languages, including all the
great languages of the world. But more
than that, all the great, leading civilized na-
tions of this age not only receive it as the
word of God, but have largely founded their
laws upon its teaching. This is true of the

United States, of Fngland, of Germany, of
France, of Russia, ete. There are about four
hundred’ million people to-day who receive
and believe this book. “Isthere any other
book so generally read, so greatly beloved, so
zealously photographed, so widely diffused,
g0 uniform in its results, and so powerful and
blessed in its influences? Do you know any?
If you cannot name any book which in these
respects equals the Bible, then it stands ouf
clear and distinct, and separate from all other
authorship; and with an increased emphasis
comes our question: Who wrote it?’ Fobles
of Inmfidelity, p. 82. " :

Reader, is it not worth our while to care-
“fully inquire where such a wonderful book
" ag this came from? Let us go back a little

farther in the history of the world. John
Wesley, of whom everybody has heard as be-
ing a strong believer in this hbook, and a
great Christian preacher, 'lived about one
hundred years ago. Did he not make the
Bible? ' No; because his father had it when
he was a child, and out of it his mother
taught him when he sat upon her knee. Wes-
ley was the father of the Methodist church,
but the Episcopal church existed two hund-
red yéars before John Wesley’s' time, and it
had the very Bible which Wesley used. So
* we must go still farther back to find its origin.

Going back, then, about three hundred
years, to the time of King James, of England,
wo find that by his authority some forty-

- geven learned men were stclected to translate
" the Bible into English. This reminds me
that I have heard infidels state that King
James was the man who first had the books
of the Bible collected into one book and trans-
“lated into Fnglish. ‘Any intelligent reader
" would langh at such a foolish claim. See how
eagily its absurdity can be shown. This same
Bible was translated into the English lan-
guage back, far back, of that, by Wycliffe,
more than three hundred years beforé King
James' time. 8o King James was not the
author of the Bible, nor the one who first col-
lected its books or translated it into English. -

Some. three hundred and fifty years ago,
.. Martin Luther translated that same Bible
" into the German language. Luther found it
_ printed in the Latin language, and it was by
the reading. of this book that he was convert- |
ed to God, | jﬁ_(l)r‘y_vlas it a rare or new volume’
in Luthersday. Farfrom it. At that period
it was scattered nearly all over the known
world, and was implicitly“ believed by the
leading civilized nations of the earth, as it is
to-day. There were many millions of Catho-
lics, and they all received it; and so there
were millions of Greeks, who received it.
Besides this, it was translated into scores of
different languages, and circulated in many
lands,

prodf-that the Bible wag written ma,ny?\hund-
red years ago is found iii- the, fact that we
now ¢ have nine hundred and seventy-two

‘entire manuscripté of* the different volumes
‘of the'Greek Testament, of which forty-seven

are more than one thousand years old.”

- Hist. of the Books of the Bible, by Prof, Stowe,

p. 63. Among theseis the Alexandrian man-
uscript, written about A. p. 325 ; the Vatican
manuscript, written about A, ». 300 ; the Si-
naitic manuscript, written at least as early as
either of the other two; the Ephraim manu-
seript, about A.p. 350; and the Beza manu-
seript, written about A. . 490,

¢ Here, then, we have accessible to us five
manuscript copies of the Greek Testament,
the most recont more than twelve hundred
years old, and the most ancient reaching to
an age of fifteen centuries. The proudest and
most costly architectural structures of men
have within that period either crumbled and
moldered away, or become obsolete and unfit
for their original use, though built of the
most s0lid materials and put together with
the utmost care; while we of this age can
read the same fragile page of books which
were in the hands of men forty-five or fifty
generations before us.”  Hist. of the Books of
the Bible, by Prof. Stowe, p. 78.

Tt is about two hundred years from the
death of the apostle John to the first full
manuscript we have of the whole New Testa-
ment, though we have fragments and quota-
tions from the very earliest periods, from the
time of the apostle John himself.” Ibid. p.
61, 1Tt is absolutely certain, thenm, that the
very last of the books of the Bible were writ-
ten, and in general circulation, and were read
throughout all the churches, as early as fif-
teen hundred years ago. .

This takes us back to the middle of the
fourth century, or to A, p. 350.  Here we
might quote numerous celebrated authors of
that very period, who not only mentioned
the Bible, and quoted copiously from it, but
wrote commentaries upon it.  Thus did the
celebrated scholar Jerome, who was born A.
D. 330 and died A. 0. 420, one of the most
learned of the church fathers, particularly in
everything pertaining to the Bible.  His
greatest work was the revision of the common
Latin translation of the Bible, called the
Vulgate. Besides this he wrote prefaces for
the several books of Scripture, containing all
that could be ascertained concérning the
‘authors, times of writing, etc. He dwelt a
long time in Palestiné, the very place where
Jesus and the apostles lived and taught. He
givesa catalogue of the books of the New
Testament in which he mentions the same
books which we now have. The old Bible,
then, was not new at that date.

Passing over many witnesses which we
might introduce, let us go back a little far-
ther, to another important era, to the Coun-
cil of Nice, A. . 325. This is one of the
most noted eras in the history of the church
or of the world. It was just the time when
the paganism of the Roman empire gave
way before the triumphant progress of Chris-
tianity, after a struggle of three hundred
years. Constantine, the Roman emperor,
had publicly, indorsed Christianity just pre-
vious to this epoch. A great council of
bishops, priests, and leading ministers of the
world, was convened at Nice. Three hun-
dred and eighteen bi-hops of all nations, from
Spain to Persia, were gathered here. The
Emperor Constantine presided in person.
Many days were spent in earnestly discuss-
ing the doctrine of the trinity, and other
matters pertaining to Christianity, The list
of the books of the Bible was carefully re-
examined by this council, and again published
to the world. ¢ Ah,” says the infidel, ¢ that
is probably the time the Bible was made.
Here is the origin of Christianity, or at least
this is the council which decided what books
should be received as Scripture, and whast
should not.” But there is not a word of
truth in either of these assertions. Let us
look at the facts:—

¢‘There did exist then, undeniably, in the
year 325, large numbers of Christian churches
in‘the Roman empire, sufficiently numerous
to make it politic, in the opinion of infidels,
for a candidate for the empire to profess
Chrigtianity ; sufficiently powerful to secure
his success, notwithstanding the desperate
struggles of the heathen party ; and sufficiently
religious, or, if you like, superstitious, to

cians to give up the senate, the court, the
camp, the chase, the theater, and weary them-
selves with long prayers and longer speecles
of preachers about Bible religion. Now that
is certainly a remarkable fact, and all the
more remarkable if we now inquire, How
came it 50 ? for these men, preachers, prince,
and people, were brought up to worship Jupi-
ter and the thirty thousand gods of Olympus,
after the heathen fashion, and leave the care

Ancient Momuseripts of the Bible. " Another

‘make it politic for an emperor and his politi- |

trines after they had offered their sacrifices.
In all the ¥ecords of the world, there is no in-
stance of a genéral council of heathen priests
to settle the religion of their péople: How

a sudden waked tp to such a strange sense of
the folly of idolatry and the value of religion ?
The Council of Nice and the Emperor Con-
stantine and his counselors making a Bible,
is'a proof of a wonderful revolution in the
world’s religion—a phenomenon far more
surprising than if the Secretary of State, and
the Senate, and the President should leave
the Capitol and post off to Boston, to attend
the meetings of a Methodist Conference as-
sembled to make a hymn book. Now, what
is the cause of this remarkable conversion of
prince, priests, and people?  How did they
all get religion? How did they get it 5o sud-
denly? How did they get so much of it}
“The infidel gives no answer, except to
tell us that the austerity, purity, and zeal of
the first Christians, their good discipline,

and the general judgment, and their persua-
sion that Christ and his apostles wrought
miracles, had made a great many converts.
[Gibbon.]  This is just as if I inquired how
a great fire originated, and you should tell
me that it burned fast because it was very
hot. ~ What I want to knowis, how it hap-
pened that these licentious Greeks, and Ro-
mans, and Asiatics became austere and pure,
—how these frivolous philosophers sud«ﬁm]y
became so zealous about religion—what im-
planted the belief of the resurrection of the
body, and the judgment to come, in the
skeptical minds of these heathen scoffers—
and how did the pagans of Italy, Egypt,
Spain, Germany, Britian, come to believe in
the miracles of one who lived hundreds of
years before, and thousands of miles away, or
to care a straw whether the written accounts
of them were true or false?  According to
the infidel account, the Council of Nice and
the Emperor Constantine’s Bible-making is
& most extraordinary business—a phenome-
non without any natural cause, and they will
allow no supernatural-—agreater miracle than
any recorded in the Bible.

“If we inquire, however, of the parties at-
tending that council, what the state of the
case i8, we shall learn that they believed—
whether truly or erroneously we are not now
inquiring, bub they believed—that a teacher
sent from God had appeared in Palestine two
hundred and ninety years before, and had
"taught this religion whichthey had embraced.”
Fobles of Infidelity, pp. 87, 88.

But a difference of opinion had grown up
as to the exact mature of this teacher in
whom they believed ; whether he were an an-
gel from heaven, or God himself. They as-
sembled to discuss this solemn question, and
¢ through the whole of the discussions, both
sides appealed to the writings of the apostles,
as being then well known, and of unques-
tioned authority with every one who held the
Christian name. These facts, being utterly
indisputable, are acknowledged by all persons,
infidel or Christian, at all acquainted with
history.”

‘“Here, then, we have the books of the
New Testament at the Council of Nice well
known to the whole world ; and the counecil,
so far from giving any authority to them,
bowing to theirs—both Arian and Orthodox,
with one consent acknowledging that the
whole Christian world received them as the
writings of the apostles of Christ. There were
venerable men of fourscore and ten at that
council ; if these books had been first intro-
duced in their lifetime, they must have
known it. There were men there whose pa-
rents had heard the Seriptures read in church
from their childhood, and so could not be im-
posed upon with a new Bible. The New
Testament could not be less than three gener-
ations old, else one or other of the disputants
would have exposed the novelty of its intro-
duction from his own information. The Coun-
cil of Nice, then, did not make the New Testa-
ment. It was a book well known, ancient,
and of undoubted authority among all Chris-
tians, ages before that council.  7%he exist-
ence of New Testament Scriptures, then, ages
before the Council of Nice, is a great fact.’—
Fables, pp. 89, 90.

We will have more to say on this point
,bereafter. D. M. CanricHT.

" Dunkirk, O., December 5.

i

As every thread of gold is valuable, so is
every minute of time; and as it would be
great folly to shoe horses (as the Roman Em-
peror Nero did) with gold, so it is to spend
time in trifles,

Some men make a great flourish about
always doing what they believe to be right ;
but always manage to believe that is right

of religion to heathen priests, who never | which is for their own interest.

troubled their beads about books or doo.]

happens it, then, that the human race has of

their belief in the resurrection of the body, |

Historical Notes on the Prophecies.

(Concluded. ) -

‘“HENRY, with abject submission, now re-
solved to seek the forgiveness of the pope in
Rome. In midwinter, accompanied by his
wife, his infant son, and one faithful attend-
ant; having scarcely sufficient money to pay
the expenses of his travel, he set out to cross
the Alps and throw himself at Gregory’s feet.
Never was there a more miserable journey.
The winter was unusually severe, and great
quantities of snow filled up the Alpine passes.
The slippery surface was not hard enough to
bear the weight of the travelers, and even
the most experienced mountaineers trembled
at the dangers of the passage. Yet the im-
perial party pressed on; the king must reach
Italy, or his crown was lost forever. When,
after much toil and suffering, they reached
the summit of the pass, the danger was in-
creased. A. vast precipice of ice spread be-
fore them so slippery and smooth that he
who eritered upon it could scarcely avoid
being hurled into the depths below. Yet
there was no leisure for hesitation. The
queen and her infant son wrapped in the
skins of oxen and drawn down as if in a sled;
the king, creeping on his hands and knees,
clung to the shoulders of the guides, and
thus, half sliding, and sometimes rolling
down the steeper declivities, they reached
the plain unharmed,

- ““Giregory, meanwhile, doubtful at first of
Henry’s real design, had taken refuge in the
Castle of Canossa, the mountain stronghold
of his unchanging friend and ally, the great
Countess Matilda. * * * * * ¥ %

“To Canossa came Henry, the fallen em-
peror, seeking permission to cast himself at
his enemy’s feet. O. a bitter winter morn-
ing, when the ground was covered deep with
snow, he approached the castle gate, and was
admitted within the first of the three walls
that sheltered Gregory and Matilda. Clothed
in a thin white linen dress, the garb of a
penitent, his feet bare, his head uncovered,
the king awaited all day, in the outer court,
the opening of the gate which should admit
him to the presence of Gregory. But the
relentless pope let him shiver in the cold.
A second and a third day Henry stood as a
suppliant before the castle gate, and, hungry,
chilled, disheartened, besought admission,
but in vain. The spectators who witnessed
his humiliation were touched with compas-
sion, and every heart but that of Gregory
softened toward the penitent king. At
length Henry was admitted to the presence
of the compassionate Matilda, fell on his
knees before her, and besought her merciful
interference. Gregory yielded to her prayers,
and the pope and his rightful lord, whom he
had subjugated, met at a remarkable inter-
view. Tall, majestic in figure, his feet bare,
and still clad in penitential garb, the haughty
Henry bowed in terror and contrition before
the small and feeble gray-haired old man who
had made kings the servants of the church.

‘ Henry subscribed to every condition the
pope interposed; obedience to ecclesiastical
law, perfect submission to the pope, even the
abandonment of his kingdom should such be
Gregory's will. On these terms he was ab-
solved, and with downcast eyes and broken
spirit returned to meet the almost contempt-
uous glances of his German or Lombard
chiefs. * * * * ¥ * x % % * *

“No sooner had Henry left Canossa than
he seemed suddenly to recover from that
strange moral and mental prostration into
which his adversary's spiritual arts had
thrown him, He was once morea king, He
inveighed in bibter terms against the harsh.
ness and pride of Gregory; his Lombard
chiefs gathered around him and stimulated
him to vengeance, while Matilda hurried the
pope back again, fearful for his life, to the
impregnable walls of Canossa,”

Hildebrand, just before his death, “gave a
general absolution to the human race, ex-
cepting only Henry and his rival pope. He
died May 25, 1085, having bequeathed to
his successors the principle that the Bishop
of Rome was the supreme power of the
earth.”

“The idea was never lost to his successors,
. . . but its full development is chiefly to be
traced in the character of Innocent 1XX, Of
all the bishops of Rome, Innocent approached
nearest to the completion of Gregory's grand
idea. He was -the true universal bishop,
deposing kings,  trampling upon nations,
crushing out heresy with fire and  sword,
relentless to his enemies, terrible to his
friends—the incarnation of spiritual despot-
ism and pride. In the year 1198, at the age
of thirty-seven, in the full strength of man-
hood, Innocent ascended the papal throns.
« « . Yet his ruthless policy filled Europe
with bloodshed and woe. He interfered in
the affairs of Germany, and for ten years,

with but short intervals of truce, that un-
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happy land was rent with civil discord, He
deposed his enemy the Emperor Otho, and
placed Frederic II., half infidel, half Saracen,
the last of the Hahenstaufens, on the Ger-
man throne. He ruled over Rome and Italy
with an iron hand, But it was in France
and England that the despotic power of the
church was felt in its utmost rigor, and both
these mighty kingdoms were reduced to ab-
ject submission to the will of the astute Ital-
ian,”

And now we may turn our attention with
curious interest to a contest between Inno-
cent ITL and Philip Augustus of France, no
less remarkable than that between Hilde-
brand and Henry. He continues :—

““ France, in the year 1200, was ruled by
the firm hand of the licentious, self-willed,
but vigorous Philip Augustus, Philip, after
the death of his first wife, Isabella of Hain-
ault, had resolved upon a second marriage.
He had heard of the rare beauty, the long
bright hair, the gentle manners of Ingelburga,
gister to the king of Denmark, and he sent
to demand her hand. The Dane consented,
bhe fair princess set sail for France, uncon-
scious of the long succession of sorrows that
wwaited her in that southern land. The
wptialy were celebrated, the queen was
rowned ; but from that moment Philip
brunk from his bride with shuddering hor-
or. No one could tell the cause, nor did the
ing ever reveal it. Some said that he was

nder the influence of a demom, some, that
e was bewitched. Vet certain it is that he
urned pale and shuddered at the very sight
f the gentle and beautiful Ingelburga, that he
ated her with intense vigor, and that he
wrificed the peace of his kingdom, the wel-
re of his people, and very nearly his crown
self, rather than acknowledge as his wife
te who was to him all gentleness and love,
t all hazards he resolved to obtain a divorce,
.d the obsequious clergy of France soon
atified his wishes in this respect, upon the
stense that the ill-assorted patr were within
3 degree of consanguinity limited by the
arch. The marriage was declared dissolved,
hen thenews of her humiliation was brought
the unhappy stranger-queen, she cried out,

her broken language, ‘ Wicked, wicked
wmce ! Rome, Rome!’ Philip, having

s relieved himself forever, as he no doubt

iposed, of his Danish wife, began to look

nd for her successor. Three noble ladies

France, however, refused hig offers, dis-

stful of his fickle affections; a fourth,

1es, daughter of the Duke of Meran, was

‘e courageous, and was rewarded by a

t unusual constancy. To the fair Agnes,

lip gave his heart, his hand, his kingdom.

love for her rose almost to madness.
her he bore the anathemas of the church,
hatred of his people, the murmurs of his
es, the triumph of his foes, . . . Miser-
, however, was the fate of the rival
mn, Ingelburga, in her distress, had
aled to Rome; her brother, the king of
mark, pressed her claim upon the pope;
o Philip, enraged at her obstinacy,
ed her with singular cruelty. She was
zed from convent to convent, from castle
wtle, to induce her to abandon her ap-
i her prayers and her entreaties were
ved with cold negleet, and she who was
'ed to be queen of France was the most
3d woman in the land,

e was now at last to find a champion
v protector, Innocent, soon after his
rion, resolved to interfere in the affair,
> build up the grandeur of his see upon
usfortunes of two unhappy wives and
olent king. . . . The pope sent a legate
‘rance with a command to Philip to put
the beautiful Agnes, and receive back
wted Dane, If he did not comply with
ders of his spiritual father within thirty
France was to be laid under an inter-
nd the sin of the sovereign was to be
{ upon his unoffending people. Philip,
«d rather than intimidated, treated In-
'8 message with contempt; the thirty
xpired, and the fatal sentence was pro-
:d,  For the first time in the annals of
it ventured to inflict a spiritual cen-
son a whole nation; for the effect of
rdict was to olose the gates of heaven
kimd. All over gay and prosperous
rested a sudden gloom, The churches
osed, and the worshipers driven from
loors; the rites of religion ceased;
yes were celebrated in the church-
the bodies of the dead were refused
n consecrated ground, and flung out
h in the corrupted air; baptism and
i unction were the only services al
the voice of prayer and praise ceased
out the land; and the French with
ment found themselves condemned
al woe for the sin of Philip and fair

f Meran,
punishment seemed no doubt irra-

intellect of that half-savage age; but it was
no less, effectual. Philip sought to prevent
the enforcement of the interdict by punishing
the clergy who obeyed it; and he swore he
would lose half his kingdom rather than
part with Agnes. But Innocent enforced
the obedience of the priests. France grew
mutinous under its spiritual sufferings, and
the king was forced to submit, ¢ J will turn
Mohammedan,’ he cried, in hisrage. ¢ Happy
Saladin,, who has no pope above kim.! Agnes,
too, wrote a touching letter to the pope, in
which she said she cared not for the crown ;
it was on the husband that she had set her
love. ‘Part me not from him.” But Inno-
cent never relented. Agnes was torn from
her husband and her love, and was confined
in a lonely castle in Normandy, where she
was seen at times wandering upon the bat-
tlements with wild gesture and disheveled
hair, her face wan and pale, her eyes stream-
ing with tears; and then was seen no more.
Nor was Ingelburga more happy. She was
conducted, indeed, by a train of Italian
priests to the arms of her loathing husband,
and, whether witch or woman, Philip was
forced to receive her publicly as his wife.
France rejoiced, for the interdict was removed;
a clang of bells announced the return of
spiritual peace ; the curtains were withdrawn
from crucifixes and images ; the church doors
flew open; and a glad throng of worshipers
poured into the holy buildings, from which
for seven months they had been rigidly ex-
cluded. Yet the change brought little joy
to the queen of France.”

“The pope next turned his spiritual arms
against England, and soon reduced that
poweiful and independent kingdom to the
condition of & wassal of the Roman see.
John, the wickedest and the basest of En-
glish kings, now sat on the throne. His life
had been stained by almost every form of
licentiousness and crime; he had murdered
his nephew, Arthur, and usurped his crowr. ;
he had shrunk from no enormity, and his
subjects looked upon him with horror and
disgust ; Philip had torn from him all his
continental possessions, and his cowardice
had been ag congpicuous as his vices. Yet |
John had ever remained the farvorite son of
the church, and Innocent would still have
continued his ally and his friend had not a
sudden quarrel made them, for the moment,
the bitterest of foes. It would be impossible
for us to review the full particulars of this
memorable affuir. It is sufficient to say
that Innocent claimed the right of controll-
ing the election of the archbishops of Canter-
bury, and that John resisted his pretension.
The pope employed the instrument which
bad been so effectual against France; in
1208 England was laid under an interdict,
and for four years beheld its churches closed,
its dead cast out into unconsecrated ground,
and its whole religious life crushed beneath
a fatal malediction, Yet John resisted the
clerical assailant with more pertinacity than
Philip, and even endured the final penalty
of excommunication, and 1t was not until
Innocent had bestowed England upon Philip,
and that king had prepared a considerable
army to invade his new dominions, that
John’s courage shrunk. Full of hatred for
the pope and for religion, it is said that he
had resolved to become a Mokammedan, and
sent embagsadors to the caliph of Spuin and
Africa offering to embrace the faith of the
Koran in return for material aid ; and it is
further related that the cultivated Mobham-
medans rejected with contempt the advances
of the Christian renegade. So low, indeed,
was sunk the moral dignity of Chiistianity
under the papal rule, so oppressive was that
power, that of the three great potentates of
christendom at this period, Frederic 1T, was
suspected of preferring the Koran to the Bi-
ble, and both Philip Augustus and John are
believed to have entertained the denire of
adopting the tenets of the Arabian impostor;
and all three were no doubt objects of pol-
ished scorn to the cultivatéd Arabs of Bag-
dad and Cordova.” Historteal Studics, arti-
cle, Biskops of Rome.

‘We could give more of these sketches but
they are too long to quote, and it is impossi-
ble to abridge them. However these will
serve to show how perfectly the prophecy is
fulfilled in that power. And he never could
have succeeded in exalting himself to that
place where he ruled with such absolute sway,
and sunk all Earope to such a fearful depth of
superstitious dread, had it not been that “he
cast down the truth [the word of Gud, the
Bible] to the ground.” Dan. 8:12; Jobn
17:17. Tor as ‘“the entrance of God’s
word giveth light,” Psalms 119:130, so the
taking of it away caused thi« horror of great
darkness that enveloped Europe for ages.
It was during these long weary yeurs that,
as we learn from the same Work, “no layman
wag permitted to possess a Bible,” “He

read or study the Seriptures was the deadli-
est of crimes.” Id. Art. Loyola and the Jes-
wits, “ For many centuries the Scripsures
had been hidden in a dead language, guarded
by the anathemas of the priests from the
public eye, and 50 costly in manuscript form
as to be accessible only to the wealthy. A
Bible cost as much as a landed estate; the
greatest universities, the richest monasteries,
could scarcely purchase a single copy.” Id.
Avt.“The Huguenots.

At last Luther arose, seized a Bible, and
through the powerful aid of the printing
press he flooded Europe with its glorious
rays. The entrance of thy words, O Lord,
did give light, and by this light the kings,
the nations, saw the horrible monster, the
well-favored harlot, that had ¢ deluged Eu-
rope and Asia with blood,” and turned with
fury against her ¢ to make her desolate and
naked, to eat her flesh and burn her with
fire.” Rev. 17:16, 17. The judgment sat,
they took away his dominion to consume and
destroy it unto the end, Dan. 7 :26, and here
we give his and her lament through one of
his cardinals (Manning): “ What do you sce
at present? The vicar of Christ has glori-
ously ruled the church for thirty years, dur-
ing which time he his been the prey of all
the anti-Christian and anti-social revolutions
of the period, and even now is morally a
prisoner in his palace. He has been despoiled
of all his temporalities. He has ne army, no
lands, no territory.” These words I clipped
from the Cathobic Sentinel of Portland, Ore-
gon, in the month of October or November,
1877. ' -

The following is from the Christian Union :
“Hardly had the Eeumenical Council [of
1870] separated when the whole structure of
his [Pius 1X.] temporal power crumbled into
dust benéath his feet. Other losses folliowed
fast, In France his most Catholic majesty,
Louis Nepoleon, was overthrown by heretics.
In Italy the church property was sold by the
crown. The monasteries were closed by law,
The brotherhoods were dispersed. In Aus-
tria, that faithful son of the church, Francis
Joseph, formed an alliance with the ex-com-
municated Vietor Emanuel and the heretic
Wilhelm against the Ultramontanes, with
the pope at their head. ' In Germany not
only is the crown arrayed against the crozier,
but the holy church itself is rent in twain.”
Rev. 17:6: “And I saw the woman
drunken with the blood of the saints, and
with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.”
“The Roman bishops have deluged Europe
and Asia with blood.” Dec. and Fall, Chap.
48, Sec, 22. .
Dan, 7:21, and Rev. 13:6: I beheld
and the same horn made war with the saints
and prevailed against them.” ¢ And he shall
wear outb the saints of the Most High.” Dan.
7:95,

“The popes had succeeded in subjecting
kings and emperors; they now employed
them in crushing the people. Innocent 1IL
excited Philip of F.ance to a fierce crusade
against the Albigenses of the south; amid_z-xt
a general magsacre of men, women, and chil-
dren, the gentle sect sunk, never to appear
again, Dominic invented, or enlarged, the
Inquisition ; and soon in every land the spec-
tacle of blazing heretics and tortured saints
delighted the eyes of the Romish clergy,
Over the rebellious kings the popes had held
the menace of interdict, excommunication,
or deposition ; to the people they offered only
gubmission or death. The Inquisition was
their remedy for the apostatic heresies of
Germany, Eugland, Spain—a simple cure for
dissent or reform. Tt seemed effectual. The
Albigenses were extirpated. In the cities of
Italy the Waldenses ceased to be known.
Lollardism concealed itself in England; the
Scriptural Christians of every land who re-
fused to worship images or adore the virgin
disappeared from sight; the supremacy of
Rome was assured over all Western Europe.

“Yet one blot remained on tbe fair fame
of the seemingly united christendom. Within
the limits of Italy itself a people existed to
whom the mass was still a vain idolatry, the
real presence a papal fable; who had resisf,ed
with vigor every innovation, and whose sim-
ple rites and ancient faith were older than
the papacy itself. ., . . But in the fifteenth
century the popes and the inquisitors turned
their malignant eyes upon the simple Pied-
montese, and prepared to exterminate with
fire and sword the Alpine church.

« And now began a war of four centuries,
the most remarkable in the annals of Europe.
On the one side stood the people of the val-
leys—poor, humble, few. Driven to resist-
ance by their pitiless foes, they took up
arms with reluctance; they fought ouly for
safety ; they wept over the fallen. For four
centuries & crusade almost incessant went on
against the secluded valleys. Often the pa-
pal legions, led by the inquisitors, swept over

ud extravagant even to the clouded

who read his Bible was to be burned. Tol

the people from the blazing villages to hide
in caves on the mountains, and almost browse
with the chamois on the wild herbage of the
wintry rocks. Yet the unflinching people
still refused to give up their faith. . . . The
Psalms of David, chanted in the plaintive
melodies of the Vaudois (Waldenses), echoed
far above the scenes of rapine and carnage of
the desolate valleys; the apostolic church
lived indestructible, the coronal of some
heaven-piercing Alp. ’

“They clung to their mountains, their
moral purity, and their faith. Generation
after generation, fiercely tried, hardly tempted,
never wavered in their resolve. The wur
of four centuries for liberty of conscience,
for freedom to worship God, was accepted
by the youthful Vaudois as their noblest
inheritance.

“Pope Innocent VIIL, a man of rare be-
nevolence, according to the Romish writers,
and a devoted lover of Christian union, re-
solved (1487) to adorn his reign by a com-
plete extinction of the Vaudois heresy. He
issued a call summoning all faithful kings,
princes, rulers, to a crusade against the chil-
dren of the valleys, . . . Still the perpetual
persecution went on.”

In September, 1560, Pope Pius IV. sat
on the papal throne and, “lnnumerable
martyrdoms now filled the valleys with per-
petual horror. It is impossible to describe,
it is almost inhuman to remember, the atroc-
ities of the papal persecutors. Neither sex
nor age, innocence, beauty nor youth, soft-
ened their impassive hearts, . . . The papal
troops entered the valleys, roused by the
priests and Jesuits to an unparalleled mad-
ness. Such cruelties, such crime, have never
before or since been perpetrated upon the
earth ; the French revolution offers but a
faint comparison; the tortures of Diocle-
tian or Decius may approach their reality.
The gentle, intelligent, and cultivated Vau-
dois fell into the power of & band of demons.
Their chief rage was directed against women
and children. The babe was torn from the
mother’s breast and cast into the blazing fires;
the mother was impaled, and left to die in
unpitied agony. Often husband .and wife
were bound together and burned in the same
pyre; often accomplished matrons, educated
in refineient and eage, were hacked to pieces
by papal soldiers, and their headless trunks
left unburied in the snow. A general search
was made for Vaudois, HEvery cave was en-
tered, every crag visited, where there was no
danger of resistance; every forest was carefully
explored. When any were found, whethgr
young or old, they were chased from their
hiding-places over the snowy hills, and
thrown from steep crags into the deep ra-
vines below. No cliff but had its martyr;
no hill on which had not blazed the persecu-
tor’s fire. In Leger's history, printed in
1669, are preserved rude but vigorous en-
gravings of the malignant tortures inflicted
by the papal soldiers upon his countrymen.
There, in the Alpine solitudes, amidst the
gnow-clad summits. of the wintry hills, are
seen the dying matron; the tortured child ;
the persecutor chasing his victims over the
icy fields ; the virgin snows covered with the
blood of fated innocence; the terrified people
climbing higher and higher up the tallest
Alps, glad to dwell with the eagle and the
chamois, above the rage of persecuting man,
“The pope applauded; the Duke of Bavoy
rejoiced in the massacres of the valleys.
The Jesuits chanted their thanksgiving in the
ruined villages, ~The Capuchins restored
their convent, The church of Rome ruled
over the blood-stained waste. * * * ¥
«There was now no more hope for the
Vaudois, From 1655 to 1685, they sutfered
all the ignominies and all the cruslties that
could be inflicted by the malevolent priests.
« At last in 1685 came that fatal period so
long anticipated with triumph by the Jesuits
of Turin, when the voice of Christian prayer
and praise was no longer heard in the valleys,
The wonderful people had survived for six
centuries the enmity of the papacy; but
now the Alpine church seemed blotted from
existence. . . . A dreadful punishment now
fell upon them. The papal soldiers swept
through the valleys, made prisoners of nearly
the whole population, and carried them away
to the dungeons of Turin. Fourteen thou-
sand persons were shut up in close confine-
ment. The congequences were such as might
have touched the hearts of Diocletian and
Decius, but to the Jesuits and to Rome they
were only a sotrce of insane joy. . Dis-
eases raged among them ; a pestl.lence came ;
and of the fourteen thousand saints, the fol-
lowers of Christ, only #hree thousand came,
emaciated and pale, from their noisome dun-
geous. Eleven thousand had died to satisfy
the malice of Rome.
¢« Tn the fearful winter of 1686-87, when
the Rhone was frozen to its bed and the Alps

(Concluded on page 382.)

the gentle landscape of Lucerna, and drove



380

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Vol. 4, No. 48.

The Signs of the Times

 Can ye not discern the signa of the times ?”

OagLaNp, Car., Fiera-pay, Drc. 19, 1878.

JAMES WHITE,
3. N. ANDREWS,

} . . EDITORS,
URIAH SMITH,

J. H, WAGGONER Resipent EDITOR.

Wanted.

Wz want sonte copies of numbers 9 and 14,
volume 4 (present volume), of the Sians, Will
those having them to spare please send them to
this office ?

i

Change for District No. 2.

Ix the list of quarterly meetings that of dis-
trict No. 2 is appointed at Fairview. It will be
held at Lemoore. Let all interested notice this
change.

—

Italy.

Wz this week publish another interesting
letter from Dr. Ribton, of Italy, to Elder J. N.
Andrews. This was accompanied with several
letters from Africa. In the first number of the
next volume we shall publish an Appeal from
Mrs. E. G. White in behalf of missions. Our
missionary work in Europe and Africa is increas-
ing in interest as it enlarges in its operations,
Let all pray, and work for the object of their
prayers, that this message of warning and duty
may soon reach the ‘“many peoples, and na-
tions, and tongues, and kings” to whom it is
destined to be preached.

>

New Year’s.

HUMILIATION, FASTING, CONFESSION OF SINS,
AND PRAYER.

Wz, the committee of the General Confer-
ence of Seventh-day Adventists, appoint Jan-
uary 1, 1879, as a day of humiliation, confession
of sins, fasting, and prayer. We have abun-
dant ca.us'e, as a people, to humble ourselves
before God in view of his manifest forbearance,
love, aud great goodness toward us.

Notwithstanding our unfaithfulness, he has,
for his truth’s sake, prospered our institutions,
and also our more general work in the advance-
ment and growth of the cause in a guod de-
gree. While we have cause for devout grati-
tude that our Lord still loves us and sends from
heaven warnings and rebukes, we see cause for
confession of our sins before him, humiliation
and prayer for pardon for the past, and grace to
help in time to come. *‘The Lord’s hand is
not shortened that it cannot save; neither is
his ear heavy that he cannot hear. But your
iniquities have separated between you and your
God, and your sins have hid his face from you,
that he will not hear.” Isa. 59:1, 2. Sev-
enth-day Adventists throughout the length and
breadth of the land are requested to assemble
“at their usual places of worship January 1,
1879, at 10:30 A. M., for the special worship of
God., At 1:30 p. M. of that day let there be a
business meeting, .

One of the duties of that meeting day will be
the consideration of heavy debts upon the
houses of worship at both Oakland, Cal., and
Battle Creek, Mich., and the plans to lift them,
set forth in the supplement which accompanies
this week’s issue of the Sians. May God look
down upon our efforts to return to him, and
may his Spirit impress all with a deep sense of
their duty to act their part in lifting the debt
from these two houses of worship, and thus
“ Hold the Fort.” GeN. Conr. Com.

Woman’'s Place in the Gospel.

Wz find two questions upon our table which
are so nearly related that we answer them to-
gether.

1. ““Is there any evidence that women may
not partake of the Lord’s supper?”

We give this as we received it. We should
more naturally inguire, Is there any evidence
that women may partake of the Lord’s supper?

There is no special or explicit statement to
that effect.
that minors may partake of the Lord’s supper.
But there is evidence that it was the duty of
the aposties to go into all the world and preach
the gospel to every creature, and to teach them
that believed the gospel to observe certain
things that were commanded them. And there
is direct evidence that whosoever believes in
Chrigt, or is a Christian, may partake of the
Lord’s supper. The conclusion is, then, evi-
dent that women and minors may partake of
the Lord’s supper, unless it can be shown that

| prophets are subject to the prephets.

Nor is there any explicit statement .
| shame for women to speak in the church.”

women and minors may not believe and obey
the gospel. As no one would affirm this, the
question is settled beyond dispute.

There is another method of arriving at the
same conclusion, and one which involves impor-
tant considerations. The ordinance of cirenm-
cision was given to the patriarchs and to Israel
which, from its very nature, must be confined
to male children. By birth the male children
of Jewish parents were entitled to the privileges
of this rite, which was the seal of the covenant.
Others might obtain it by complying with cer-
tain conditions. But no others were entitled
o it by their birth.

Circumcision has its antitype. It is now of
the heart ; it is the Spirit of God in the heart,
Yo were sealed with that Holy Spirit of prom-
ise.” As their circumcision proved their rela-
tion to Abraham in that covenant, so does ours,
the possession of the Spirit, prove our relation
to Christ. ** If any man have not the Spirit of
Christ he is none of his.” .

The promise made to Abraham is yet waiting
for fulfillment. Stephen proved that it re-
mains to be fulfilled. Paul, both in Acts 27,
and Heb. 6 and 11, showed that the promise
made of God to the fathers was the foundation
of his hope. ‘‘If ye be Christ's, then are ye
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the
promise.” Gal. 3:29. Not by birth or na-
tional distinctions, not by a sign which the
males only could receive, but by fuith—by a
rule where ‘¢ there is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither bond nor free, there is neither
male nor female ; for ye are all one in Christ
Jesus.” Gal. 3:28. This proves that the
privileges of one class are the privileges of each
and every class, unless there are specific restric-
tions. But no such exist in regard to the
Lord's supper. Hence, females, Gentiles,
bondsmen, all who accept Christ and have his
Spirit may alike partake of this privilege, And
this leads to the next question, and to consider
how. far restrictions extend on another point.

2. ““Is it right for women to speak in meet-
ing?” Certain texts are quoted to pyove the
negative, and, apparently, they do prove it. Do
they really ?

A text of scripture may not be taken in all its
possible meanings, but only in its actual mean-
ing. This is obvious; for it is often possible to
draw from a text that which may be shown to
be foreign to the actual intention of the writer.
We are not at liberty to draw a meaning from
any text which makes it conflict with any other
text, and especially of the same writer. And,
secondly, we ntay not draw a meaning from a
text which puts it in contradiction with a known
fact.

In 1 Cor. 11:5, Paul says: ‘“But every
woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her
head uncovered, dishonoreth her head.” Again
in chapter 14 : 3 he says, ‘“ But he that prophe-
sieth speaketh unto men to edification, and
exhortation, and comfort.” But if women
were never to ‘‘ speak unto men to edification,
and exhortation, and comfort,” why did he say
they should not speak thus or prophesy with
uncovered heads? Why give a direction as to
the manner in which they were to exhort, or
comfort, or edify the brethren, if he meant to
forbid it altogether? Granted that it is quite
possible to draw such a meaning from his words
in chapter 14, and to Timothy, can that be the
actual meaning, seeing it is entirely inconsist-
ent with his directions in the text noticed ! It
cannot be that he intended to utterly forbid in
one text that which he allows in another text.

‘We notice, then the connection of the two
texts which seem to involve a difficulty.

1 Cor. 14 :29-35. “‘Let the prophets speak
two or three, and let the other judge. If any
thing be revealed to another that sitteth by,
let the first hold. his peace. For ye may all
prophesy one by one, that all may lear:a, and
all may be comforted. And the spirits of the
For God
is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as
in all churches of the saints. Let your women
keep silence in the churches; for it is not per-
mitted unto them to speak ; but they are com-
manded to be under obedience, as also saith
the law. Andif they will learn any thing, let
them ask their husbands at home ; for it is a

It appears that something, or speaking of some
kind, was herein permitted to the men which
was not permitted to the women. But we have
seen, and shall notice further, that they were
allowed to pray and to prophesy, but under
certain restrictions. We cannot allow that this
text contradicts that. If this text is likewise
restrictive—if it permits certain exercises or,
perhaps, disputations, to the men which it pro-
hibits to the women, then there is no conflict

between the two, Dr. Clarke gives us the
following information: ‘‘It is evident from
the context that the apostle refers here to ask-
ing questions, and what we call dictating, in
the assemblies. It was permitted to any man
to ask questions, to object, altercate, attempt
to refute, &c., in the synagogue, but this lib-
erty was not allowed to any woman.” .

Such being the custom of the times, the pro-
priety of the order will at once be seen, for it
would be unseemly for a women to engage in
such a debate of words as was likely to occur.
Paul was specially guarding against confusion.

But this would not interfere with the permis-
sion to women to pray or to prophesy, if it were
done to edification and comfort, and if the de-
corum which belongs to the place and occasion
were preserved, and the women regarded that
modest reserve which is such an adornment of
the sex. .

And this appears yet more evident from the
explanatory declaration in his words to Timo-
thy, ¢ But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor
to usurp authority over the man, but to be in
silence.” 1 Tim. 2:12. The divine arrange-
‘ment, even from the beginning, isthis, that the
man is the head of the woman. Every relation
is disregarded or abused in this lawless age.
But the Scriptures always maintain this order
in the family relation. *‘For the husband is
the head of the wife, even ag Christ is the head
of the ehurch.” Eph. 5:23. Man is entitled
to certain privileges which are not given to wo-
man ; and he is subjected to some duties. and
burdens from which the woman is exempt. A
woman may pray, prophesy, exhort, and com-
fort the chureh, but she cannot occupy the posi-
tion of a pastor or a ruling elder. This would
be looked upon as usurping authority over the
'man, which is here prohibited.

Thus it appears from a harmony of Paul’s
words that his orders were restrictive, but not
prohibitory. He certainly did not prohibit that
which he plainly permitted.

More conclusive than this, if possible, is this,
that to construe his languags into a prohibition
is to bring him in conflict with known and ac-
knowledged facts, Woman’s relation to the
work of God has not materialy changed through-
out the dispensations. Miriam, the sister of
Aaron and Moses, was a prophetess. In all
instances recorded in the Old Testament it ap-
pears that God called women to this important
office when the condition of the people was
especially trying, orin time of great declension
or disaster. 'We should naturally suppose that
individuals of the stronger sex would uniformly
be chosen at such a time, but God does not see
as man secs. Those women whom the Lord
chose to occupy this important place, have shown
themselves peculiarly fitted to fill it, and often
even in striking contrast with public men of
their own time.

The children of Israel were * mightily op-
pressed ;7 ‘“they chose new gods;’” war was
in their gates, though there was not a shield or
spear seen among forty thousands in Israel.
Judges 4:34; 5:7,8 Then Deborah was
raised up, who wag not only a prophetess, buta
judge in Israel. Barak, whose name was
handed down by Paul (Heb. 11), among those
of the faithful worthies, refused to go out to
meet the hosts of Sisera unless Deborah went
with him ; so strong was his confidence in the
Lord’s appointment,

When the house of God was in desolation, and
the law had ceased in Israel, Huldah was
found a prophetess, King Josiah sought unto
her for instruction, to learn how they might
avert the wrath of God which was kindled
against Israel.

At the time of the birth of our Saviour Anna
was a prophetess, and she ‘“ gpake of him to all
them that looked for redemption in Israel.”
Luke 2 :36-38.

Did the change of dispensation work any
change in the divine plan in respect to this gift ?
Not to its withdrawal ; but it insured that the
bestowal of thegift should be still inore general.
The promise was made thus :— * Your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy.” ‘“ And on my
servants and on my handmaidens will I pour
out in those days of my Spirit, and they shall
prophesy.”

The fulfillment was according to the promise.
There were four prophetesses in one family—
that of Philip. They had the gift, and they
exercised it—they ‘‘did prophesy.” Some
would now put such a construction upon the
words of Paul as to have closed the mouths of
these handmaidens of the Lord, who were spe-
cially endowed by his Spirit. But Paul gave
no sanction to such a construction; so far from
{ forbidding the exercise of this gift by women,
| he pointed out how they should appear when

they prophesied. Paul was not so presumptuous
as to interfere with the fulfillment of the proph-
ecy of Joel, or to fruscrate the gifts and callings
of God in the gospel.

If this is not proof that Paul did not intend
to forbid women taking part in public worship,
then we must confess that we are slow to com-
prehend proof.

Neither do the words of Paul confine the la-
bors of women to the act of prophesying alone.
He refers to prayers, and also speaks of certain
women who “‘labored inthe Lord,” an expres-
sion which could only refer to the work of the
gospel. He also, in remarking on the work of
the prophets, speaks of edification, exhortation,
and comfort* This ‘“labor in the Lord,” with
prayer, comprises all the duties of public wor-
ship. Not all the duties of business meetings,
which were probably conducted by men, or all
the duties of ruling elders, and pastors, com-
pare 1 Tim. 5: 17, with 2: 12, but all that per-
tain to exercises purely religious. We sincerely
believe that, according to the Scriptures, wo-
men, a8 a right may, and as a duby ought to,
engage in these exercises.

* Preach the Word.”

THIs was the injunction written by the apostle
Paul, and he faithfully carried it out in his own
ministry. ~ Luke affirmed that he *‘reasoned
with them out of the Scriptures, opening and
alleging [proving by citations, see Greenfield],
that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen
again from the dead ; and that this Jesus, whom
I preach unto you, is the Christ.” Actsl7:2,
3. The sermon of Stephen, though cut short by
the rage of his enemies, is another specimen of
preaching the word of God.

We were led to remark not long since that
the majority of sermons, so called, are not ser-
mons at all. Many of them are well written
and well read essays, on topics political, moral,
general, or even religious ; but they are not ser-
mons ; the writing and reading of them is not
preaching. Strike off the texts and they would
make good leading editorials for a high-toned
secular newspaper. This is as highly as we
could possibly recommend them. The follow-
ing extract is from a notice of a discourse by Dr,
Parker of London :—

“ The sermon was one of a series of Sunday
evening discourses, in which he was expounding
the book of Nehemiah. The expository style
being 80 much more commonly used in Great
Britain than by American preachers, this seemed
a peculiarly favorable time to study it atits best.
Especially were we glad tohear him in it, as Dr.
Parker himself spoke with much enthusiasm of
the necessity of feeding the people with f great
masses of Seripture,” and with some contempt of
the opposite method of taking a mere pinch of
Scripture words with which to flavor a very copi-
ous dilation of human speculation. Solid gos-
pel meay seemed to him much better than the
poor water-gruel some ministers offer, on whose
surface a text may float which has no vital con-
nection with it.”

That is an excellent picture of the modern es-
say style, which is called sermonizing. ‘A
mere pinch of Scripture words with which to fla-
vor a very copious dilution of human specula-
tion,” Dr. Chalmers, in his book entitled The
Ministry of the Gospel, thus deals with the mod-
ern sermon :—

“ It is not preaching the gospel to select a
phrase of really no moral sighificance, or the re-
lation of some incidental event, and make this
the basis of what we call a sermon, For in-
stance, suppose we take for our text Luke 24:
13: * And behold two of them went that same
day to a village called Emmaus, which was from
Jerusalem abont three-score furlongs.’

‘“ We might begin by a learned discussion on
the length of a Jewish furlong; we might com-
pare it with the Roman measures of distance,
with the Persian parasang, with the furlong in
use among us ; and thus determine, with appar-
ent accuracy in miles, rods, and yards, how far
Emmaus was from Jerusalem. We might then
inquire where this village stood, whether east,
west, north, or south from Jerusalem, and in-
form our audience of all the places now exist-
ing which have been taken for this locality,
with the reasons which have been adduced in
favor of each. If, as might be the case, the
preacher himself had visited Jerusalem, he
might tell us of the labor he had spent in the
personal investigation of this subject; how
carefully he had paced the distance between
Jerusalem and the various localities which
claimed to be the village of Emmaus. He
might describe the nature of the soil ; the love-
liness of a summer morning in Judea ; the face
of the country; the conversation of his Arab

guides, and their incessant call at every turn of
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the road for additional bucksheesh. Finally,
he might return to the point whence he com-
menced, by confessing that, with all his labori-
ous inquiry, he had been unable to ascertain
the locality of Emmans, and that probably the
very foundation of the little village had been
erased from the face of the earth.

‘‘ He might close by inquiring who the two
disciples were to whom reference is made in
the text; imagine their feelings as they as-
cended the hill that gave them a full view of
Jerusalem, and their feelings as they descended
it, and the wicked city was hidden from their
sight. He might commence the service with a
solemn prayer that the truth of God might be
made effectual to the conversion of sinners and
the edification of saints; the music might be
performed with artistic skill ; all things be done
decently and in order, and the audience dis-
missed with the apostolic benediction ; but, I
ask, is not all this trifling with the souls of
men | It may all be very proper for an antigua-
rian lecture ; but is it the work of an ambassa-
dor of God to men dying in sin, and who must
soon, with their preacher, stand before the
judgment-seat of Christ?”

We have often been pained to hear those who
truly preach the word—who give plain, practi-
cal expositions of the Scriptures, announce
their discourses as ‘‘ Bible Lectures,” or as
¢ Lectures on the Bible.” This is only aiding
a certain class of ministers to mislead the minds
of the people, causing them to consider an es-
say, a pathetic story, or a few anecdotes, a gos-
pel sermon, and pass by the preaching of the
word as lecturing merely. There is something
in a name, and we should recoguize it. .

¢ All scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable.” Jesus Christ is the centre
and substance of all revelation since the fall of
man. Expositions of prophecy and vindica-
{ions of the moral principles of God’s govern-
ment may all be made practical as gospel sub-
jects by pointing out the relation of Christ to
each. The name and person and work of Jesus
should be in every discourse.

The truth of God and the Son of God should
always be presented together. Any amount
of truth, without the presence of Christ, can-
not have saving power ; it is not the gospel of
salvation, Some make a great mistake in go-
inyg to the other extreme ; they dwell continu-
ously upon the nawe of Jesus, and yet dispar-
age the truth of God which Jesus came to rat-
ify—to make effectual to the conversion of the
goul. “ To this end wasIborn,” said he, ‘‘and
for this cause came I into the world that I
should bear witness unto the truth.” ‘¢ Sane-
tify them through thy truth; thy word istruth.”
The word of God is the truth which we should
preach. The words of man—human reasonings
.and speculations and essays—are but chaff.

Psalm 33:9.

It is a great mistake to suppose that a word
in the Seriptures is necessarily redundant, and
to be rejected, because it is in italics. Some
think that all such are additions made to the
text by the translators. This is not always the
case. They indicate that there isno exact equiv.
alent for them in the original. But it very
often happens that these words are necessary to
give the idea of the original. Because of the
difference of construction of different languages
a word for word translation amounts to no
translation at all. A correct translation is that
which gives the precise idea of the words of
one language in the words of another. To do
this words must frequently be inserted for
which no verbal equivalent is found in the first
language. For this reason, many of the words
in italics in the received version of the Bible
as truly belong to the translation as other words
in the text not in italics. To be assured of
this the reader has only to open his Bible and
read a chapter leaving out all words in italics
He will soon find he is not reading good English.

But there are many cases in which the words
supplied are not necessary to give the meaning
of the original, and sometimes the text is
marred by the addition. Such a case is Ps. 33:
9. It reads, “ For he spake, and it was done.”

Here the word done appears to be quite inno-
cent, and, at first view, to serve a good purpose
in bringing out the language of the text. But
in reality it conceals a great truth stated by the
inspired writer, and robs the text of its original
grandeur and majesty.

What is the subject of this Psalm? It isan
exhortation to rejoice in Jehovah and to praise
him for his wonderful works-—for his creative
power. ‘ By the word of the Lord were the
heavens made.” Verse 6. In verse 9 the
words ‘“ he spake ” are causative to ‘ was done,”
in the common version. All will admit this.

That is, that something was done as the effect of
his speaking, which was not done before he spake.
Now drop the word done, which is clearly an
addition to the text, and the force of the ex-
pression is perceived in harmony with its con-
text. ‘‘He spake, and it was.” That is, ac-
cording to the construction before noticed,
something was, or existed, after he spake, or as
the result of his speaking, which was not before
he spake. We think our reasoning is correct ;
from it there can be no dissent.

And if this be so this text is in close harmony
with many other scriptures which teach the
creative power of Jehovah. It is a direct contra-
diction of the theory which endeavors to main-
tain the ‘‘eternity of matter” outside of the
will and action of the Supreme Omne. That
theory assumes that God did not create the
world over which he has a (nominal) jurisdic-
tion. That those texts which speak of creation
are to be received in an accommodated sense,

“Through faith,” says the apostle, ‘“we un-
derstand that the worlds were framed by the
word of God, so that things which are seen were
not made of things which do appear.” Heb.
11:2, And again, ‘‘For the invisible things of
him from the creation of the world are clearly
seen, being understood by the things that are
made, even his eternal power and Godhead.”
Rom. 1:20. To deprive Jehovah of his power
and action of creation, is to deprive him of his
characteristic attribute—of ‘‘his eternal power
and Godhead.”

We invite the calin consideration of the
reader to the evidence of Psalm 33 as written
by its inspired author., ¢‘Let all the earth fear
the Lord ; let all the inhabitants of the world
stand in awe of him. For he spake, and 1T was.”
There is a sublimity in this expression equal to
that of the record in Gen. 1. *“ By the word of
the Lord were the heavens made ; and all the
host of them by the breath of his mouth.”

Cyprus.

AN interest is natarally awakened in regard
to the island of Cyprus, because it has lately
passed from the hands of the Turks to those of
the English. It was an English possession from
1191 to 1480. After this it belonged to the
Venetians until taken by the Turks in 1571.
They have held it three hundred years. .

It lies in the N. E. angle of the Mediter-
ranean, and is about 150 miles long. It hasan
interesting New Testament history.

The gospel was first preached in Cyprus by
some who were ‘¢ scattered abroad ” after the
death of Stephen. Acts 11:19. It was the
native country of Barnabas, who had posses-
sions there, which he sold, and devoted the
proceeds to the cause of God, when he was con-
verted to Christianity. Acts 4: 36, 37. After-
wards he and Paul visited the land together.
In giving a history of this visit, Acts 13, Luke
mentions that Saul was also called Paul., Some
think his name was changed in Cyprus. Saul
was a name commoh among the Hebrews.
Paul is probably of Latin origin, It was here
that Elymas the sorcerer was smitten with blind-
ness. The governor of Cyprus, Sergius Paulus,
was the first ruler who embraced the doctrine of
Christ.

When Paul and Barnabas separated because
they did not agree about taking Mark with them.
Barnabas and Mark returned to Cyprus, where
the history left him. Acts 15. Luke only men-
tiong it further that twice with Paul he sailed
near to it.

——

Among the Swedes.

At Lake City, Minn., is a little company of
Swedish Sabbath-keepers. They were raised
up in 1874, and have had but little preaching
in their own language since. They were made
very glad by my visit. I was with them three
weeks, and spoke twenty-two times. They ex-
pressed themselves much encouraged, and said
the truth and our good cause seemed more dear
to them than ever before. The outside inter-
est was not very great, though from thirty to
fifty were out, and we have a little hope of
some of them. There are many things for
them to overcome, but we know that there is
power in the truth to overcome even fobacco
—one of the worst enemies of true religion.

They are poor, but they love one another,

‘| and that is more than rich brethren sometimes

do. I did not hear one unkind word said

against any one, brother or sister, while aniong

them. They have always been liberal, and I

suppose that is one reason why they are so uni-

ted. They donated to me, to help the Swedish

cause, $20.48. " J. P. JsSPERSON.
November 25, 1878.

Systematic Benevolence.

AT the General Conference held at Battle
Creek, Mich., October, 1878, it was recom-
mended that our brethren pledge to God one-
tenth of all their income for the support of the
ministry ; this one-tenth to be laid aside weekly
as fast as recoived, and paid to the systematic
benevolence tréasurer at least once a quarter.
It wag further recommended chat this'be done,
instead of pledging a definite amount each week,
as heretofore.

We are fully satisfied that this is the script-
ural plan, and thas no Christian can fail to see
it so. If the.Lord blesses us with but little, we
have but little to give. If he gives us abun-
dantly, we have the more to give. We are
alarmed to find that quite a share of our breth-
ren are withholding the Lord’s tithe. Particu-
larly is this true of the scattered Sabbath-keep-
ers, who do not live near a church. We are

fearful that the curse of God will rest upon them'

for this. Brethren and sisters, if we fear Ged
and believe his word,8let us act like honest men.

It was recommended that the several States
pay to the General Conference one-tenth of all
their receipts. Also-that our Publishing House,
Sanitarium, and College, and all those brethren
who are not connected with some State confer-
ence, pay a tenth to the General Conference.
Therfore we recommend that, commencing with
the first week of 1879, all our brethren through-
out the world subscribe to the following pledge :

“We, the undersigued, believing that the
Holy Scriptures require each person to give for
the support of the ministry one-tenth of all that
the Lord shall give him or her, do hereby sol-
emnly pledge ourselves in the sight of God, and
in the presence of each other, to faithfully set
apart each week one-tenth of all that the Lord
shall give us, this tenth to be paid into the sys-
tematic benevolence treasury at least once a
quarter.”

The treasurer in every church in each confer-
ence should visit every Sabbath-keeper in his
section, whether he belongs to the church or
not, men, women, and children, and induce
them to sign this pledge. The president of
each conference should look after this matter,
and particularly those who belong to no church
organization.

And we appeal to our scattered brethren and
sisters who do not live in the vicinity of any
church, to come up and lift with their brethren
in this sacred work. You cannot expect the
blessing of God when you bear no burdens in
the cause. Those who live where there is no
State organization should send their pledges to
the General Conference treasurer, Mrs. M. J.
Chapinan, Battle Creek, Mich.

Let our institutions above mentioned com-
mence with the first of January, 1879, and carry
out.this plan. Our General Conference treas-
ury is greatly in” debt, and in need of means.
We recommend that at the quarterly meeting
each State treasurer send one-tenth of his re-
ceipts to the General Conference treasurer at
Battle Oreek, and not wait uniil the end of the
year or until the camp-meeting, as heretofore.

James WHITE,

D. M. CANRIGHT,

8. N, H4sKELL,
General Conference Committee,

<>

Letter from Italy.

Very Dear BroTHER ANDREWS :  Your let-
ter of October 21st, received yesterday, filled
my soul with gloom. Since receiving your last
letter, we have never ceased to pray for your
daughter Mary, and the brethren in Egypt have
joined with usin doing so. Too truly I recog-
nized the gravity of the symptoms when first you
wrote from Bale, and I may add from what you
said of your health I was much alarmed for you
also, Still, although humanly speaking there
geems so little hope, our God may hear the
prayer of faith. Ob! when will our Saviour
come and crush the serpent’s head? And when
shall we have reunion in the kingdom with
our loved ones that are now sleeping ?

To you dear brother, I can give strong conso-
lation which the world has not. Our life be-
longs to our Lord ; butif he takes from us our
loved ones, he does it in love, for some reason
that we cannot see. ‘‘ No man maketh known
the day ;” but there are passages in the word
that lead me to think we are within hearing of the
voice that follows the third angel. Already we
feel the breath of the four winds that are ready
to break forth upon the earth, and I sometimes
shudder when I look upon my cherished ones
and think what is coming upon the world, The
time is near when we may be exposed to horri-
ble trials for our testimony for Jesus. We

| have had evidence of what Satan would seek to

do to us, both in Switzerland and Italy ; how
much better that those we love should be sleep-
ing safe with Jesus in that dreadful hour.
These are the days when the soldier wmust
buckle on his armor, leave all thought of the
domestic hearth, and concentrate all his cner-
gies to the great battle for the restoration of
his King. And then, when the victory is
gained, how sweet it will be to return home
and see all those we loved once more about us,
in the time when warfare shall be no more. A
little longer, and we shall see all this. The
trial for the present is grievous; but One is
with us who is afflicted with all our afilictions,
who “‘comforteth us in all our tribulation,
that we may be able to comfort them who are
inany trouble ;” and he recognizes our patience
and submission. This stroke of Satan is not
only against you but against Him. Then, dear
brother, cheer up ; think not of the evil that is
past, but look forward into the glory that is
coming, and let us now have but one thought,
——that of combating the serpent and hastening
the coming of our King. If it pleases Christ to
take your Mary for a while out of the way of
evil, leave her with him ; she will be safer than
either at Bale or at Battle Creek; and think
also of your own health and economize your

strength.
Pleuse present from my wife warmest thanks

t0 the dear sisters for their kind present, which
will help where it is much needed. Many
thanks, too, for the $100. -With regard to the
work in Egypt, may the Lord direct ; for I fear
making a wrong step and also having to account
for souls lost at the last day through my heg-
lect of duty. As things now are, I feel almost
certain I ought to be there. I await the answer
of the brethren at Battle Oreek, to the letter I
wrote about it. I now send a trauslation of the
lotters I have received from Egypt during the
last month, that you may see exactly how
things are there.

You will see by Brother Bertola’s letter of
October 14, that he has advanced altogether a
sum of 500 francs ($100) for the hall ; for, hav-
ing a spare room attached to it, they judged it
fit to furnish it up for the future minister ( by
whom, for the present, they mean me), 50 as
not to oblige hiin to rent a room in the town.
This certainly is an economical step, though it
has involved more outlay in the beginning than
I expected. And this money, ashe states, must
be paid to his employer on Doecember. 15 at
latest. I was perplexed by this, but while
thinking what I should say about it I saw in a
copy of the Srans or T Times that a friend
in California, appavently with an Italian name,
had subseribed $100 to the Italian mission, the
very identical sum laid out, and almost on the
same day on which the baptlism took place.
Then I said, The hand of the Lord isinit. I
told Brother Bertola, however, not to lay out
any more money until I saw you. We have re-
mained without a hall here and have stopped
all expense iu favor of Egypt, until I hear from

you.
Going to Egypt, and traveling, would involve

much expense, even with the strictest economy.
The fare to Alexandria, second class, is 200
francs. As we live, living would not probably
cost as much in Alexandria asBrother Bertola
gaid ; but it is more expensive than here.
There is now a great work open in Alexandria,
and there is much to be done in Italy tuo, if we
had the means, Brother Volpi has had much
domestic trial. He is coming here this month
on a visit. It is evident that at present I am
greatly needed in Alexandria; but it is most
essential that 1 should confer with you here be-
fore going there.

My wife and family, and the brethren here,
send much Christian love and their fervent
gympathy in this great affliction. We pray al-
ways for you. Salute also Brother and Sister
White, and all the brethren at Battle Creek.

My dear wife is a little better now, though
not cured yet. 4

Believe me yours in much love and hope of
the kingdom, H. P. Risron.

Naples, Novemnber 8.

Rocklin and éacramento.

THEsE are unorganized bodies. The first
composed of nine or ten members, and the las-
ter from ten to fifteen. Rocklin is a united
little band, and are letting their light shine.
They are preparing to build themselves a house
of worship, although they are poor in this
world’s goods. The citizens are friendly, and
offer them pecuniary aid, one man giving them
a lot. I met with them Thursday evening,
December 12, and organized a Vigilant Mis-
sionary Society with a club of thirty-two sub-
scribers for the S1GNs,

At Sacramento I formed a V, M. Society, and
obtained a club of twenty for the Sicns.

Dec. 17, 1878. E. R. GiLLerr,




382

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Vol. 4, No. 438

(Continued from page 379.)

were encrusted with ice, the papists drove
the surviving remnant of the prisoners over
the precipitous passes of Mount Cenis. The
aged, the sick, women, children, the wounded
and the faint, climbed with unsteady steps
the chill waste of snows, and toiled onward
toward Protestant Genoa. Many had
scarcely clothes to cover them ; all were fee-
ble with starvation. The road was marked
by the bodies of those that died by the way.
The survivors staggered down the Swiss side
of the mountains, palid with hunger and
cold; some perished as they approached the
border of the friendly territory, others ling-
ered awhile and expired in the homes of the
Swiss. But the people of Genoa, as they
beheld the melancholy procession approach-
ing their city, rushed out in generous enthu-
siasm to receive the exiles in their arms.
As the exiles entered the town they sung
the Psalm of persecuted Israel < O God, why
hast thou cast us off ¢’ in a grave sad voice,
and breathed out a melancholy wail over the
ruin of their apostatic church.

“There was now peace in the silent val-
leys; villages without inhabitants, homes
without a family, churches no longer filled
with the eloquence of supplication. And
thus in 1689, seemed forever dissipated that
hallowed race, that assembly of the faithful,
over whose career in history had ever hunga
spotless halo of ideal purity. —Historical
Studies, Art. ¢ The Vaudots.”

The story of the Albigenses and the Hu-
guenots would be but a repetition of the hor-
rors of this. The same writer says in a note:
«“ The narrative of the persecution is too
dreadful to be repeated, too horrible to be re-
membered. And when SirSamuel Morland
wag sent by Cromwell to the court of Turin
to remonstrate against these enormities, he
told them that “The angels were horrified,
that men were amazed, and the earth blushed
at the fearful spectacle.” Surely he has
“worn out the saints of the Most High.”

" Ezekiel 30:12. Of Egypt it is said, “And
I will make the rivers dry and sell the land
into the hand of the wicked; I will make the
Iand waste and all that is therein, by the
hond of strangers; 1 the Lord have spoken
it.”

Gibbon: “A more unjust and absurd con-
stitution cannot be devised, than that which
condemns the natives of a country to perpet-
ual servitude, under the arbitrary dominion
of strangers and slaves, Yet such has been
the state of Egypt above five Aundred years.”
Dec. amd Fall, Chap 59, Sec. 20, and note 5, he
says from Volney, “ And Egypt groans un-
der the avarice and insolence of the strangers.”

Ezekiel 30 :13: ¢ Thus saith the Lord God,
1 will also destroy the idols, and I will cause
their images to cease out of Noph.,” To see
the force of this prophecy it must be remem-
bered that, “in Egypt, it was less difficult
to find a god than a man.” Dec. and Fall,
Chap. 37,8ec. 3. And they have ceased.

Ezekiel 30:13 ¢ And there shall be no
more a prince inthe land of Egypt.” In the
year 350 B. c. Nectauebus, & native Egyptian
ruled Egypt on the Egyptian throne. Ochus,
king of Persia, in this same year made war
against him, and he being unable to keep his
forces abont him, fled into Eithiopia, and from
that day to this there has not been a native
of Egypt upon the throne.

Gibbon.—* Egypt is accessible only on the
side of Asia, whose revolutions in almost
every period of history it has humbly
obeyed.” Dec. and Foll, Chap. 1, Sec. 36.
‘Witness the following synopsis. Here it
fell into the hands of the Persians. When
Alexander conquered Persia, the Egyptians
welcomed him as their ruler, and voluntarily
submitted themselves to himn, Upon the death
of Alexander and the division of his domin-
ions, Ptolemy, one of his generals, received
Egypt as a part of his share; and it remained
with his descendants 294 years, until it fell
into the hands of the Romans, B. c. 30, by
whom it was held 700 years to A. ». 670,
Then it was taken, and held by the Saracens
to 1250 ; then by the Mamelukes to 1517,
and by the Turks from that year to this.
And by this “perpetual servitude,” when
much of the time the rulers were ¢ succeeded
not by their sons but their servants.” Deec.
and Fall, Chap. 59, Sec. 20. Egypt has been
driven to the perfect fulfillment of Ezekiel
29:15. It is “the basest of the kingdoms.”

A. T. Jongs.

-
=

Lorp Bacon, toward the latter end of his
life, said that a little smattering of philoso-
phy would lead a man to atheism ; but that
a thorough knowledge of it would lead a man
back again to a first cause, and that the first
principle of right reason is religion. ¢ After
all my studies and inquiries,” he seriously
professes, “ 1 dare not die with any other
thoughts than those taught by the Christian
faith.”

THE HOME CIRCLE.

The One True Way.

We scatter seeds with careless hands,
And dream we ne’er shall see them more ;
But in coming years
Their fruit appears,
In weeds that mar the Jand,
Or healthful store.

. 'The deeds we do, the words we say—
Into still air they seem to fleet.
We count them ever past ;
But they shall last—
In the dread judgment they
And we shall meet !

1 charge thee by the years gone by,
For the love’s sake of brethren dear,
Keep thou the one true way,
In work and play,
Lest in that world we ery
Of woe we hear.

A Few Words i:o Parents. .

THE position of a parent is one of the
most responsible on earth, yet it is far too
lightly regarded by the majority of the world.
The things which are perishable receive
their time, labor, and money, while the work
which will be enduring as eternity is made a
secondary matter. The future of the rising
generation is in the hands of parents; for, in
a great measure, they hold within their control
the destiny of their children both for time
and for eternity. The salvation of the young
depends almost wholly upon the training they
receive in childhood, Christian parents, who
believe the sacred truth of God, are required
to regulate their own conduct by the sancti-
fying influence of that truth, and, by precept
and example, impress lessons of morality
and religion upon their children. Line upon
line, precept upon precept they should be
taught concerning the precious love of Jesus
for man, and the virtue of his atonement.
That love should be blended with all their
studies and duties,

The love of Jesus won the hearts of chil-
dren, and when the disciples would have sent
away the mothers with their children, through
mistaken zeal to preserve the dignity of their
Master, Jesus rebuked them, saying: ¢“Suffer
little children to come unto me, and forbid
them not ; for of such is the kingdon of heav-
en.” Parents, it is your sacred privilege to
bring your children to Jesus, and receive his
blessing upon them. Bring your children to
the loving Jesus, and then teach them the
love and fear of the Lord, which is the begin-
ning of wisdom. Impress upon them the
sense of sacred things, and their own responsi-
bility to God, and that no evil passion, self-
ishness, or pride will be excused by God, or
will find entrance into the kingdom of heaven.

Children should be taught that simplicity
of dress is to be preferred to gaudy display.
They should learn that dress is a small mat-
ter in comparison with the acts of their daily
life, and the character they are forming for
eternity ; that beauty of soul, the virtues
and graces of a true Christian, are pearls of
inestimable price, before which costly apparel
and jewels sink into insignificance. They
should be guarded against pride in their beau-
ty of form or features. No idle words of
praise of these attractions should ever fall
upon their ears. Such seeds, dropped into
ready soil of the heart, are speedily nonrished
by Satan, and soon spring forth into vigorous
growth, bearing the bitter fiuit of vanity,
selfishness and folly.

Tell your children how little the Saviour
values the vain things of earth; that he has
said: ¢ Take no thought for your life, what
what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, nor
yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is
not the life more than meat, and the body
than raiment? Consider the lilies of the
field, how they grow ; they toil not, neither
do they spin, and yet I say unto you that
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed
like one of these.” Thus Christ exalts natu-
ral simplicity above artificial adornment, and
eounts the flowers growing in beauty in the
valley as more attractive than all the glory
of Solomon upon his throne. The devoted
mother will not rob her children of the time
that should be spent in their instruction, to
waste it in preparing fine clothes for them, and
in arraying them with garments that would
tend to excite their vanity. She will rather
impress upon their minds the fact that purity
of heart and beauty of character are the only
ornaments necessary for them to wear in or-
der to enter the heavenly courts.

Love of the world is one of the leading
temptations of youth, and one that our Sav-
iour repeatedly warned his disciples against.
Parents, however, frequently encourage in
therr children the desire to seck l:appiness in
gratifying the outward senses, and in frequent-
ing scenes of gayety and frivolous amuse-

ments. By teaching them to avoid these

things, you prepare them to cherish elevated
thoughts, fit them to occupy positions of
trust and importance in this life, and to re-
ceive the reward of the faithful in the future
immortal life.

In accepting the truth of God the minds of
the young become strengthened to attain
to greater intelligence. The dormant ener-
gies of the mind are, as it were, electrified,
new powers seem to spring into life, The
understanding, in striving to comprehend the

| hights and depths of the plan of salvation,

becomes strong and grasping, and the whole
being is illuminated by the brightness and
glory of the infinite God. What a conbrast
is such a one with the youth who devotes his
tigie and energies to the vain pleasures of
the day, drifting into dissipation and folly,
as surely dwarfing and enfeebling his mind
as he is destroying his physical powers.

Children, as a rule, are allowed to gratify
their appetite to a decidedly injurious extent.
Their tastes are perverted by the use of cof-
fee, tea, rich pastry, condiments, and sweet-
meats, These indulgences lay the founda-
tion for various diseases of the body. irrita-
bility, nervousness, and mental imbecility.
Health, happiness, and life itself is too often
gacrificed on the altar of appetite. The
mother therefore cannot be too careful of her
children in the matter of their eating and
drinking. Their food should be simple,
healthful, and well prepared; Nothing
should pass their lips between meals, and
then they should not be allowed to contract
the habit of eating to excess. Your hired
helpers should understand that they are not
at liberty to infringe upon any of your rules
in regard to the management of your chil-
dren, If they fail to comply with this require-
ment, and secretly indulge your children in
that which you have forbidden, discharge
them at once. Let nothing interfere with
your family government. Remember that
hurtful indulgence of appetite renders the
physical, mental, and moral faculties weak,
and opens the way to temptations of various
kinds, into which the victim of perverted ap
petite drifts almost unconsciously.

If parents seek to obey the word of God,
in bringing their childven up in the nu ture
and admonition of the Lord, they find a
work before them requiring thought, resolu-
tion, and trust in God. Difficulties will
arise on every hand which seem almost im-
possible to be overcome; but the parents
must have continual communion with God
in their trials and efforts, and have their souls
stayed on him. He will not turn a deaf ear
to their prayers, but will impart to them wis-
dom and strength.

Mothers, you have ne time for vain dis-
play or idle gossip. Your preciots moments
should be employed in teaching your chil-
dren the fear of 1he Lrd and self-control,
instilling into their minds godly principles,
that will become a part of their very nature,
and rule their lives; which will wmake them
firm as & rock when temptations assail them,
and true to God through weal and woe.
Mothers, Gol will work with your efforts.
If you plead the name of Jesus before the
Father, that name will not be presented in
vain. The Saviour has linked man with
God, and earth with heaven. Be patient;
work is faith. Believe yourself to be in the
presence of Jesus. Anticipate the crown,
the robe, the harp, for your dear children,
the ¢ Well done, good and faithful servant,”

those loved ones for whom you have prayed
and striven on earth. .

Holiday Gormandizing.

THE day after Christmas will be a busy
day for the doctors, We expect to have an
unusual number of calls on that day ; never-
theless, at the risk of losing some business
by 8o doing we cannot let this opportunity
pass without giving a fair warning to all who
may come within the circle of our influence
that if they transgress the laws of health on
Christmas, New Year’s, or other holidays,
they will as certainly suffer as though the
violation was committed on other days of the

year. Nature’s Jaws are never suspended
for our convenience. They are always oper
ating. If we transgress, we must suffer.

There is no escape from the penalty.

How often have we seen a person suffer
for months in consequence of one single im-
prudent indulgence at the dinner table on s
holiday, or at the sumptuous table spread to
tempt the guest to commit voluntary suicide
at some fushionable evening party. In rore
than one instance death has been the speedy
result of holiday gormundizing.

There are other means of enjoyment fur
superior and vastly more in accordunce with
Nuture's laws which may be resorted to as a
means «f celebrating our national days of
thanksgiving and recreation. How much

the rest, the peace, and joy of heaven, with]

better to leave gormandizing for epicures
gluttons! Let sensible people treat t
stomachs reasonably on Christmas and !
Year's as well as on other days, Be tem
ate in all things at all times.—FHealth Re
mer.

Vacaville and Woodland.

I MET with the Sabbath-keepers of V
ville, December 7, They have no organ
tion, but are a faithful little band, T}
are about twenty-two keeping the Sabl
here and in the country round about. T!I
were all out-to this meeting except twc
three, detained on account of sickness. 1
meeting was good.

" At seven in the evening we held a t
gionary meeting. In few words I preser
the wants of the cause, and what is necess
to be done. Without an exception, all
listed in the work. Several spoke of hav
been impressed for some time that they =
not doing all they ought to do in thex
sionary work, and had even talked of try
to get up another club for the Sians. 1
rebuked for the fears I had before leav
home to come to this place. I started =
great reluctance, for fear that my effort we
be a failure, But God had gone out bel
me. The work was prepared ready for
hand. How good God is. To him be
the glory.

Right dollars and forty cents were pled,
monthly. This pays for sixty-nine copies
the SigNs. This added to the club they )
before I eame here, makes seventy-se
papers taken weekly in clubs. They wisk
be organized into a church. A vote s
passed requesting the Conference Commit
to send Elder Healey or some other minis
as soon as possible to organize. They des
to have this done before the next quarte
meeting. Money was raised to purchas
library for their Sabbath-school.

Brother Saunders of Woodland, director
the district, was with me, and rendered
ficient help.

On Tuesday evening, December 11tk
met with the church in Woodland. Owi
to a north wind which blew almost a gs
very few outside of the village attenc
Those who did aitend took hold well. Y
had a profitable meeting. A vigilint n
sionary society was formed. On Wednesd
I visited from house to house. The work
complished in Woodland is much better th
[ had expected. A club of one hundred a
twelve for the SioNg was taken. I go
Rocklin to-night. E. R. GiLLeTT.

December 13, 1878.

Santa Rosa, Cal.

Our meetings here closed for the presen
last night, although we hope to be able &
occasionally meet with the church here, a
there is quite a good interest manifested b;
some who have not yet identified themselve
with us.

The labor here has resulted in fifty-thre,
persons signing the covenant ; eighteen hav
been baptized, and several others have unite
with the church. Although most of thes
persons are poor, they have pledged over on|
hundred doilars systematic benevolence fo
1879.

The recent discussion here has given
many friends, and while I am of the opinio:
that discussions should be avoided rath
than sought after, yet I feel that the trut]
often gains a glorious victory when forced t
meet error in public debate. Buch was th
case here.

I feel the need of a few days’ rest befo
entering a new field. I came here quite u
well, but God has been good and given m
strength, so that I have averaged a sermon
day for about seventy days, and then held
two weeks’ discussion, besides being able t
visit much of the time from house to hous

December 16, 1878. W. M. HEALEY,

Napa and vSt. Helena,

On Sabbath, the 7th, we had a good mee
ing in Napa. After speaking to them awhil
we had a good social meeting. On Sunda
held a missionary meeting when a club o
twenty-three was raised for the SiaNs; also
vigilant missionary society was organizerd.

After this was held a meeting of busines
for the church, attended with good results,
A state of harmony now exists which thi
church has not seen before in a long time,

Tuesday, the 10th, I came to St. Helena.
Held a mis-ionary meeting the 11th ; a clu
of fifty was raised for the Sions. Also a vig:
ilant missionary society was erganized. Al
are in harmony here, and all entered into the
work heartily. From here I go to Santa Rosa,

M. C. Isranw.

St. Helena, December 12,
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RELIGIOUS NEWS AND NOTES.

~—Spurgeon will not marry one of his
church to an unbeliever.

-—8trenuous attempts of the Evengelicals
in Ireland to suppress ritualism have failed
in every instance.

— Pittsburg, Pa., is afflicted with an attack
of the “current religion.” She has prohib-
ited the running of street cars on Sunday,
and repudiated her bonds !

—1It is 2 most interesting fact that there
is not one infidel book in the Welsh lan-
guage ; the Bible is everywhere studied and
prizad.  And co-incident is the fact that po-
pery has never been able to get a foothold
there.

—Mr. Moody says, “If I see a Sabbath-
school teacher five minutes late he falls 50
per cent in my estimation at once. If he
does not shake hands with his scholars I take
off the other 50 per cent. There’s a good
deal of gospel in shaking hands. Get ac-
quainted with the children,”

~—-In a stirring appeal to the Methodists,
written by D.. Steele at the request of some
of his fellow-laborers, he says: “Our power
to sway and save the masses has declined.
The time has fully come for looking this
fact squarely in the face, ascertaining the
cause, and applying the remedy.” Woe truly
hope they may be successful,

—The Christian Union calls for “a moral
quarantine,” not to keep out Chinese lepers
and pagan prostitutes, but German Socialists
—men whom Germany, it says, can no longer
endure and who are to be shipped to America
by thousands. They are more dangerous
than the Chinese, because they become citi-
zens, and have a voice in shaping the actions
and destiny of the nation.

—The chairman of the Baptist Union,
Eagland, calls for young men to enter the
ministry who are able to support themselves
out of private resources. He says, ¢ Volun-
taryism will have to take this higher form.”
Tais will exactly suit the covetous, though
perhaps wealthy church member, but it will
not agree with the divine order, that they
who preach the gospel shall live thereby.

-—The San Francisco Bulletin complaing
chat the churches change their pastors too
often, and, inquiring into the cause of dis-
satisfaction, says, “ We have built churches
more rapidly than we can fill them ; we have
sut them too near each other and too far
‘ror the homes of the people expected to fill
s;hem ; and we have constructed them on so
Jlaborate a scale that they are weighéd down
with debt, and belong rather to the world
shan to the Lord,”

—Dr. Newman, who left the church of
dngland for that of Rome, speaking of the
ormer church, says, “I have no wish to see
t overthrown while it is what it is, and
vhile we are so small a body. Not for its
'wn sake, but for the sake of many congrega-
ions for which it ministers, I will do nothing
gainst it.  While Catholies are so weak in
ingland it is doing our work; and though it
loes us harm in a measure, at present the
»Mlance is in our favor.” 'The church of En-
:land has done heavy recruiting work for the
Yomanists of late. ‘

SECULAR NEWS.

The Constitutional Convention is in session
1 Sacramento. The Chinese question occu-
ies a large portion of its time.

—1t ig estimated that the loss by the yel-
yw fever plague was greater than the cost o
he Mexican war. :

—Several earthquake shocks have been
st in California of late. The heaviest was
t Red Bluff and Chico at 3 a. m. of the 9th
ast.

It is reported that there is a rebellion
gainst the Ameer in Afghanistan. 1f that
e 50 England and Russia will soon have to
ecide which shall take possession.

—Hoanry Wells, founder of Wells, Fargo
. Co’s Express, died in Glasgow, Scotland,
u the 10th, aged seventy-two years. He
‘as a native of Thetford, Vermont.

—A Mrs. Harrison and her three children
ere murdered south of Kearney, Nebraska,
scently.  Also, a farmer near York, Ne-
raska. That State may get a bad name
on.

-~The California Christian Advocate sug-
astively says, ¢ Koarney says that women
rink more liguor in this city than men
rink. * Bzcause mon and women drink, the
hinese come to do the work.”

¢ mother,

~—A man is in the Massachusetts peniten”
tiary for a term of three years for stealing
$20,000. The same day on which he re-
ceived his sentence another man was sen-
tenced for ten years for stealing a chicken
worth thirty-five cents !

~—T'wo negroes were hanged by citizens in
Nebraska City on the morning of December10.
‘Their crime was outrageous; the juryreturned
a verdict of murder in the second degree, and
the judge reprimanded them, as the evidence
would justify a verdict in the first.

—For the first time in the history of the
Republic of Mexico the civie element has
attained supremacy over the military. This
is illustrated by the fact that of the four
leading public men spoken of as prominent
candidates for the presidency not one has
had a military education. All have been,
and are devoted to civil pursuits and pro-
fessions, ’

—Heavy snow storms are reported in Mis-
souri and Kansas. The weather has been
unusually cold in California, high winds pre.
vailing. The night of the 12th the wind
moved 40 miles an hour at San Francisco.
During the next night ice formed an inch
thick in some localities in Los Angeles; hy-,
drants were frozen, and orange and banana
trees badly injured. Cold and strong winds
from the north and northeast have been
general.

—Perhaps there has never been a storm
which was attended by so widespread de-
struction” as one that recently occurred in
the Atlantic States. Dams washed out,
bridges gone, railroad trains running into
washouts, towns and cities submerged, mills
suspended or ruined. These are the constant
reports from New Jersey, eastern Pennsyl-
vania and New York, and all New England.
The damage is beyond all possibility of com-
putation.

—The investigation of the school examina-
tion scandals still continues in San Franeisco
before the Board of Kducation. It will
probably go before the Grand Jury, Plenty
has been elicited to disgrace the State in its
present system. It has besn asserted that
the examinations here were of such high or-
der that eastern teachers conld not get certif-
icates.  But by “catch guestions” and sales
of questions it now turns out that California
certificates are no evidence of scholarship or
ability to teach.

—For the first time in history, a New
York City native-born Chinaman was on
Tuesday admitted to the privileges of citi-
enship. Judge Larremore naturalized Wong
Ah Ye upon his own application. He has
been a resident of New York for eight years,

is married to an Irish woman, and is doing a

good cigar-making business. Judge Larre-
more said his object in granting the papers
was to have the case tested. In order to
have this done somebody had to be natural-
ized.

—1It is stated that a plan is on foot for
consolidating the Central Pacific and Union
Pacific railroads, with Sidney Dillon as pres-
ident ; Clark, general manager of the Union
Pacific, as general manager, and with one
board of directors. This will greatly reduce
the clerical force, saving enormously in sala-
ries and cost of transportation, and will form
a continuous line under one management
from Omaha to San Francisco. It is further
stated that the principal owners are anxious
to retire, in order to take part in the con-
struction of the Southern Pacific railroad.

~—On the night of the 10th two men were
burned by a mob in Nebraska, Custer county.
An attempt was made to arrest them for cat-
tle stealing, during which they shot a herder.
The sheriff afterward arrested them, from
whose hands they were taken. Their charred
remains were discovered the 11th at a tree
to which they were tied. This was the first
report. Later reports say the two men were
estimable citizens, and the brutal crime was
perpetrated by roving herders: of the most
lawless type. There is great excitement in
the county, and every effort will be made to
arrest the offenders.

0BITUARY.

Di1ep, in Sacramento, November 21, 1878, of
typhoid fever, Sister Mary Louisa Fowler, aged
21 years. Sister Fowler signed the covenant
during Elder Healey’s lectures in the Oakland
church last winter, and was baptized last sum-
mer when the tent lectures were in progress in
this city. Her parents resided near Galt, in
Sacramento county, and were attending the
funeral of a younger daughter when they re-
coived the intelligence of Mary's death. The
Galt Review says, ¢* Her last hours were of per-
fect consciousness and joy; she was entirely
willing to die, and one of her last words was
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Tais number closes volume 4 of the SiaNs oF
THE TiMes. There will be no paper issued next
week. No. 1 of Vol. 5 will be dated January 2.

——
Erper Woop reports a good and profitable
meeting with the church in Fairview, Fresno
county. They had been laboring under some
discouragements which are happily removed.

Church Trustees.

TuE time for the election of church trustees
for the following year should be carefully
watched by the church clerks. Let the church
records be carefully examined, the notice of
the election published, and the election held at
the right time,

EipEr J. H. WAGGONER, providence permit-
ting, will be in St. Helena, Sabbath and Sun-
day, December 21, 22.

S R ——
Church Quarterly Meetings.

Tar church quarterly meetings of each church
in the State will be held on the first Sabbath
and Sunday in January. On the Sabbath the
list of members is to be read by the clerk, and
each member is expected to respond in a per-
sonal testimony or by letter. Rither evening
after the Sabbath or on Sunday the church tract
and migsionary meeting is to be held. The k-
brarian will call the roll of the tract and mis-
sionary members, when each will read their
quarterly report and pass it over to the libra-
rian go that he can make out his report in sea-
son for the district quarterly meeting. At this
meeting it is expected the systematic benevo-
olence treasurer will complete his collection of
all systematic benevolence dues and the mis-
sionary one-third,

.
D.strict Quarterly Meetings.

TrE distriet quarterly meetings of the eight
districts of California will be held simultane-
ously January 11 and 12, as follows :—

No, 1, at Santa Rosa. )
No. 2, at Fairview.
No. 3, at St. Helena.
at San Pasqual.
at Woodland.
at Red Bluff.
No. 7, at Oakland.
No. 8, at San Francisco.

At these district meetings there should be a

full report from every church in each district.

=
e
»~

No. 5,
No. 6,

APPOINTMENTS.

Oakranp—Services at the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist church, corner of Thirteenth and Clay
streets, every Sabbath (Saturday) at 10:30 4. M.,
and Sunday evening at 7:30. Prayer-meeting
every Tuesday evening at 7:30. Sabbath-school
at 9:15 o’clock Sabbath morning.

Sax Francisco—Services at the Seventh-day
Adventist church, on Laguna street, between
Tyler and McAllister, every Sabbath (Saturday),
at 11 a.M., and Sunday evening at 7:30.
Prayer-meeting every Tuesday evening at 7:30.
The Hayes Valley cars of Market street and the
Lone Mountain cars of the Ceniral railroad
cross Laguna street-near the church.

-

¥ealth Publliecations.

The Uses of Water in Health and Disease. Bound.
160 pp., 50c. Paper covers, pp. 136, 25c.

The Household Manual., Brief, plain directions
for treatment of common sicknesses, ete. Bound, 176 pp.
75c.

Plain Facts about Sexual Life. (The Boston Jour-
nal, and many other papers, highly recommend this work.)
Bound, tinted paper, 360 pp., $1.50. ¥lexible covers, 260
pp-. 75e.

The Physical, Moral, and Social Effects of Alco-
holic Poison as a Beverage and a Medicine. Paper, 128
pr., 26¢.

Healthful Cookery. Indispensable toevery house-
hold. 128 pp., 2be.

Proper Diet for Man. Paper, 48 pp., I5c.

Evils of Fashionable Dress, and How to Dress
Healthfully. 40 pp., 10c.

Tracts. Dyspepsia, its Cause and Cure. 32 pp., 4c.

Healthful Clothing. 32 pp., 4c.

Startling Facts about Tobacco.

Tea and Coffee. 32 pp., 4c.

Wine and the Bible, (showing that the Bible ai-
fords no support to the use of intoxicating beverages). 24
pp., 3c. -

Principles of Health Reform. 16 pp., 2¢.

Twenty-five Arguments for Tobacco-using An-
swered. 24 pp., 8¢

Pork, (with an engraving of the terrible trichina
worm). 16 pp., 2¢.

32 pp., 4e.

The Drunkard’s Arguments Answered. 16 pp., 2¢.
Alcoholic Medication. 16 pp., 2¢.

Moral and Social Effects of Aleohol. 8 pp., le.
Causes and Cure of Intemaperance. 8 pp., lec.

Aleohol ; What is it? 4 pp,, Yo.
Alcoholic Poison. 4 pp., %o,
True Temperance. 4 pp., ¥ec.
The whole series of Tracts put up in a neat

package, 30c. Discount made t0 Tract and Tem-
peraunce societies,
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FINE ILLUSTRATED BOOKS,

FOR SALE BY
THE PACIFIC PRESS,
Twelfth and Castro Streets, Oakland.

FOR SABBATH SCHOOL LIBRARIES
AND HOLIDAY PRESENTS.

TiTLE. PRiCE.
The Arctic World..oo v oionii i iiiiaiinenennan $6.60
The Mediterranean. ..........coovviuvienies teeiiniern 6.00
Nature, or the Poetry of Earth and Sea..............c.. 6.00

The Bird World
The Insect
The Sea.....oovviiianesns connen

The Birdeeeeeesrreeenrareriarorrasenrnrsrossennrssnens
Mysteries of the Ocean..........ocivviieeninnniroonas 5.00
The Mountail. ...ooioiiiiieriiiiiniannairsssrriceinaes 5.00

Babylon and Nineveh
Those Holy Fields......

English Pictures......... PO
Spanish T 4.00
Italian R 4.00
American ¢ L. e e e 4,00
Swiss i i r e et ety POPPRIN 4,00
Great Shipwrecks......c.ooiiiiiiic e ceereess 2,850
Animal Life Throughout the Globe...c.c..... Lo 2,50
Josephus. ... vt e

Golden Springs
Beantiful Birds
Bunyan's Pilgrim’s Progress........

“* “ R 1.00

« « e e e 75
Bible Picture Book........ovveiriiiniiniiiirarirares L7
Indian Mirror..........ooiivivnvinnen. ey 1.75
Bible PIetures. . ... cviiniiiiivtanceinerronssr oo L.50
Picture Book of Animials. .......veevnenniriiiiiiey 1.50
Memorials of Early Genius.........ooieiviiinees rreeas 1.50
Treasuves of the Deep.... . «oiveienriioramneens 1.50
1.60

Earth and Its Treasnros........ovevriiaei v iiecrnsanans
‘Wonders of the Underground World........ovvveiviiine 1.50
The Catacombs of Romie......oooovvvviieniiciinnns .

Wouders of the Physical World
Seli-taught Men
The Vivians of Woodiford.......c..ovveviiiiieniieaes

Stories of Animal Sagacity..oveeriiiieiiiieiiiiiiees
Stories of Bird Life.........oovriiiircraonaiareione
Alpine Adventures. ... ....ovariierieciriiininarnrrennes
Home Life in Ancient Palestine

SeaBirds......coeeeen reee aversaeieiniiinaes e 1.256
With the Birds.....coov0v.te RPFSRNRN beerernarrerieans 1,25
Seenes With Hunters and Trappers.....coovviviiiiianes 1.25
The Ocean and Its Wondevs................

Natural History of the Bible

Sea Birds and Story of their Lives.............couvereee 1.2
Aloe’s Picture Story Book. ...voveiin i ciiivininanna 1.20

The Children’'s Garland, .. covveeniriaccni s X
The Daisy Chain
The Children's Wreath.....
The Chiidren's Posey.........

Natural History Scrap Book

Half Hours Among the ANIMAalS.coevavieniiiiniincoes

Goat Land........o00veueniiuee S 1.00
Success in Life. ... eceneniiietniiiiaeen i 1.00
Youthinl Diligence........coovussereinersirrniones veo 10O
Seed Time a0d Harvest. . .oo.oooo i ivmusciiriaranraars 1.00
Self-taught Mell..en . .viainsnreniseiieiniioaan L. 100
The Black Prince..cove.ciriiivatroiirriraacaainonnnas 1.00
Mark Raffles in Japalt, oo oviiiiiiireinrenrrnananes

The Sea and tlie Sea Shore....o.vveiiarrieriveeeracias :
Birds of Gay Plumage. ...
With the Birds..oo.oyvviseiiniaras
Perils Among the Heathen..... .. .o..oivveniiiennenns
The Boy Makes the Maxi............coiverricaraninenns
The Birds We See. ... ...ccuvriurnrariniasinisneanaanons
Things in the Forest..ooevvivins e,
Bible Pictures and What They Tell. Us

Stories From Jewish History..........oooviiiiiearionns 76
Story of AudUBON . vrrreernririnasrsis it 50
0 Cyrus Field, .. oceiiienn e e e 50
¢ Paliggy, the Pottor...... oo viiisnennaisiiian 50

« ¢ Qeoreshy, the Arctic Navigator................ 50

« ¢« Joun Howard, the Philanthropist . b0

¢ ¢ John Smeaton....... e e 650
¢« Qir Humphrey Davy . oo iivceininseenns 50
¢« Benvenuto Cellini........oooivviiiriiiinnene 50
50

Ho1mes of the Birds..cu . e it s vacareaaeranaressonns
47 A liberal reduction frony the above prices to Sghbath-
schools aud the Trade.

Received for the Signs,

2.00 gAcu. J Morrison 5-20, J D Rice 5-25, Mrs 8
Stﬁbbleﬁeld 5-48, Ellen M Morse 5-48, W R Masch-
mayer 5-35. Eld J N Loughborough 5-48, Lydia Y
Heller 6 8. 8amuel Beckett 5-40, J M Rowell &5 40 John
K Bowsby 5-41, J I Thompson 5-40, H Parker 5-25, W
O Grangér 61, Joseph Hutchings 5-26, Mathue Hall
5-48,

$1.50 EacE. Mrs M E Jorden 5-48, J H McCutcan
5-48, Wm 8 Jackson 5-48. Charles Porter 5-48, Mrs 8
M Garrison 5-48 Mrs E Watts 5-48, Elizaboth Decker
5-48. Edwin West 5-48, R Trotter 5-48, Charlie H John-
son 5-48, Wm B Arnold 5-48, A N Allen 6-1.

$1.20 EAcH. 8 A Cox 5-48, Mary Simmons 5-48 G N
Moitler 5-48, I J Roed 5-48, Magpie Moitler 5-48, Eliza
Sheets 5-48, Sadelia Miles 5-48, Cyrus Miles 5-48, Sadie
Miles 5-58, T H Coffman 5-48. Daniel Huenium 5-48,
W H White 5-48, McClellan White 5-48, H O Trowbridge
5-48, Haftie Green 5-48. J W Groves 5-48, Noah Ricard
5-48, A L Curl §-48, H W Heugy 5-48.

Misceruaneous, Lo H Tomlinson (30 copies) 36.00
5-48, Fannie Var T5¢ 5-24, E G Bolter (5 copics) 6.00:
5-48, Mrs Sarah Berishart 50c 5-15, J C Maitler (2 cop~
ies) 2.40. 5-48, Aaron Hooever (2 copies) 240_ 54
James E Green (2 cogjes) 2.40, 5-48, Wm McMorin (10
copies1 12.00 5-48. B F Treux (3 copies) 3.60 5-48. G W
Briles (8 copies) 3.60 5-48. E F Sowls (8 copies) 3.60
5-48, Geeo Anderson 50c 5-15, Joln H Anderson 50c 5-16,
Philo P Peckham (12 copies) 14.40 5-48, Geo Madison
2.50 5-25, Rev David MeKeen 75¢ 5-24, Judge D C Me-
Kerny 750 5-24. Nathan Carr (12 copies) 14.40 5-48,
W Bhepard 75¢ 5-34, Mrs T J Russell %¢ 5-24, John
F Jonea (10 copies) 12.00 5-48, H A Whittaker (10 cop-
ies) 12.00 5-48, J ¥ Wood (b copies 7.50 5-48, Wm Nich-
ols (5 copics, 7.500 5-48, Ambrose Johnson (6 copies)
9005-48, J H Beeks b0c¢ 5-10, Mys Jabcz Cowls 1.00
5-18, Winfield Cowls 100 6-30, Hannah Creamer (50
copies) 75.00 5-48. Mrs A E Pond (23 eopies) 84.50 5-48,
Mrs Lucenia B Margh 1.00 5-80, Mrs ¢ W Cuammings
(6 copies) 720 5-47, Jas Urquehart 2.75 5-48, T
Brackett (2 copies) 2.40 5-48, Charlie Anderson b0a
5-15. .

Cal. Publishing Fund.
Luciug Church $10.00.

Reoeived on Account,
*N E T and M Society $300.00.
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