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LIFE'S RECORD. 
BY MRS. MELISSA F. GOULD. 

I HAVE read that an angel from glory 
Is standing by my side, 

And is ever faithfully writing 
A record that will abide. 

A record I'll soon be called to meet 
When standing before the Judgment-seat; 
I wonder sometimes as the day slips by 
What record to-night is borne on high. 

Have I followed my blessed Saviour 
Let whatever else betide ? 

Have I learned the blessed lessons 
From him who suffered and died ? 

Ah t the answer the record bears to-night 
Far, far away tohe realms of light, 
And the answer I shall surely meet 
When standing before the Judgment-seat. 

"Behold, I come _quickly, and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be."—Rev. 22:12. 
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his restraining Spirit from them, and gave them 
up to their own base passions. 

According to the evil custom of those days, 
Gideon had taken numerous wives, and at his 
death he left no less than seventy sons. Besides 
these, there was another, Abimelech, "the son of 
a strange woman." This person had no right in 
the inheritance with Gideon's lawful children, and 
his debased character rendered him still more 
unworthy to be numbered with the descendants 
of the illustrious leader. The sons of Gideon had 
concurred in their father's refusal to accept the 
throne of Israel, bat Abimelech determined to 
secure the position for himself. Being a native of 
Shechem, where his mother's relatives dwelt, he 
induced them to influence the Shechemites in his 
favor. He endeavored to advance his own inter-
ests by basely misrepresenting his brethren. Ile 
accused them of designing to seize upon the 
government and unite in its administration, and 
he sought to convince the people that it would be 
much better for them to bo ruled by one of their 
own number than by such a band of tyrants. 
rH ad the Israelites preserved a clear perception 

(0 o right and wrong, they would have seen the 
fallacy of Abimelech's reasoning, and the injustice 
of bis claims. They would have seen that he was 
filled with envy, and actuated by a base ambition 
to exalt himself by the ruin of his brethren. 
Those who are controlled by policy rather than 
by principle are not to be trusted. They will 
pervert the truth, conceal facts, and construe the 
words of others to mean that which was never 
intended. They will employ flattering words, 
while the poison of asps is under their tongue. 
He who does not earnestly seek the divine guid 
ance will be deceived by their smooth words and 
their artful plart0 

There are many who would scorn the appellation 
of policy men, yet who will stoop to concealment, 
evasion, and even misrepresentation, to accomplish 
their purposes. He who, in a matter of right and 
wrong, remains noncommittal that he may retain 
the friendship of all; he who seeks to secure by 
evasion of truth what should be won by courage; 
he who waits for others to take the lead, when he 
should go forward himself, and then feels at liberty 
to censure their course,— all these are in God's 
sight numbered as deceivers. 

Abimelech was successful in his schemes, and 
was accepted, at first by the Shechemites, and 
afterward by the people generally, as the ruler 
of Israel. But while thus exalted to the highest 
position in the gift of the nation, he was utterly 
unworthy of the trust. His birth was ignoble, 
his character vicious. The higher and nobler 
qualities,—virtue, integrity, and truth,—he had 
never cherished. He possessed a strong will and 
indomitable perseverance, and thus, by the most 
unscrupulous measures, he accomplished his pur-
poses. 

The Israelites, blinded by their own sinful 
course of apostasy, were acting directly contrary 
to God's express commands, and he left them to 
reap the results of their own folly. It was not 
God's will that Israel should have a king. But 
in case they desired to be thus governed, the Lord, 
understanding the pride and perversity. of the 
human heart, had reserved to himself the right to 
appoint a king over them. God had brought 
Israel out from Egypt to be a peculiar people, 
especially devoted to himself; and unlike any 
other people. Israel's groat ambition to imitate 
the idolatrous nations around them was the result 
of separation from God. 

Pride and ambition similar to that which cursed 
ancient Israel, exists in the church of God to-day. 
They are unwilling to be a peculiar people, dis-
tinct and separate from the world. To reach the 
Bible standard requires self-denial, a crucifixion of 
the affections and lusts. The unsanctified heart 
reaches out for forbidden things, but these very 
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objects of desire will prove now, as anciently, a 
source of weakness and corruption. Christ "gave 
himself for us, that he might cleanse us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works." Those who seek the 
honor which comes from men are ever ready to.  
adopt the customs and practices of the world. 
They gain their position by the exercise of traits of 
character which should lie dormant. If only those 
were exalted who had gained their position by 
fidelity to God and to man, the standard of mor-
ality and religion among the people would be 
elevated. The sin of which we are guilty in 
acting contrary to God's expressed will is as much 
greater than was that of ancient Israel, as our 
light and privileges have been greater than theirs. 

The Shechemites sealed the compact with their 
new king by presenting him with a sum of money 
from the treasure which bad been dedicated to 
their god, Baal-berith. By accepting the gift, 
Abimelech covenanted, at the vary commence-
ment of his reign, to use his influence and author-
ity to promote the worship of this god. Thus he 
publicly pledged himself to counteract, as far as 
possible, the work which Gideon his father had 
done in overthrowing idolatry. Such has ever 
been the history of the world since the fall of 
man. God will use those who give themselves 
wholly to his service. And Satan not only mar-
shals his host of evil angels and arrays them 
against God, but he employs men to execute his 
plans and to defy the King of Heaven. 

Abimelech now proceeded to execute his power 
as suited his cruel character. With the money 
he had received, he hired a set of unprincipled 
men who were ready for any crime. At the head 
of this company he marched to Ophrah, where 
Gideon's family still dwelt, and basely murdered 
them all, except one brother, Jotham, who 
escaped. Abimelech well knew that those men 
were far better qualified than himself to stand at 
the head of the kingdom; and he felt that while 
they lived, his throne would not be secure. Hence 
he conceived and executed this fiendish crime, 
that he might undisturbed enjoy the coveted 
honor, being the first who hail borne the name of 
king among the descendants of Jacob. Returning 
in triumph to Shechem, Abimelech was immedi-
ately anointed king. 

When Jotham was informed of this, he immedi-
ately repaired to Shechem. Burning with a sense 
of the horrible injustice and cruelty heaped upon 
his family, he determined at all hazards to pre-
sent it before the peoplein its true light. While 
the multitude were engaged in festivities in honor 
of their king, celebrating the occasion with hila-
rious mirth and sensual gratification, Jotham as-
cended Mount Gerizim to a position where he 
could be seen and heard by all the people, and 
addressed them in words of keen reproof. 

In a most fitting and .beautiful parable, be pre-
sented before them the folly and injustice of' their 
course. He represented the trees as seeking to 
make one of their number king over them. But 
the olive refused to leave its oil, the fig-tree its 
fruit, and the vine-tree its wine. The worthless 
bramble, however, readily appropriated the honor 
and at once stated the conditions of its acceptance: 
" It' in truth ye anoint me king over you, then 
come and put your trust in my shadow; and if 
not, let fire come, out of the bramble, and devour 
the cedars of Labanon." 

The unselfish, unambitious conduct of Gideon 
and his sons was then forcibly portrayed, and also 
the ingratitude of the Shechemites. Jotham then 
concluded in words which proved to be a proph-
ecy: "If ye then have dealt trtily and sincerely 
with Jerubbaal and with his house this day, 
then rejoice ye in Abimeleeh, and let him also 
rejoice in you. But if not let fire come out from 
Abimelech and devour the men of Shechem and 
the house of Millo; and let fire come out from the 

GOD'S JUSTICE VINDICATED. 
BY MRS. E. G. WHITE. 

THE course of Israel, after the death of Gideon, 
is thus described by the sacred historian: "The 
children of Israel remembered not the Lord their 
God, who bad delivered them out of the bands of 
all their enemies on every side. Neither showed 
they kindness to the house of Jerubbaal, namely, 
Gideon, according to all the goodness which he 
had shewed unto Israel." 

When men cast away the fear of God, we need 
not be surprised to see them departing from the 
path of honor and integrity. They are following 
another guide. They hurry on in the journey of 
life, heedless, presumptuous, yet ever fearful and 
dissatisfied; for they have left the only one who 
can give them rest and security. When once 
started in a wrong path, many press on as if in-
fatuated, although every step leads them farther 
from the Source of light and the Tower of 
strength. 

The great sin of Israel bad ever been that of 
departing from God, forgetting his matchless love 
and his mighty power as revealed again and again 
in their deliverance. An appreciation of the 
Lord's mercy and goodness will lead to an appre-
ciation of those who, like Gideon, have been em-
ployed as instruments to bless 'his people. The 
cruel course of Israel toward the house of Gideon 
was what might be expected fiom a people who 
manifested such base ingratitude to God. 

The calamities which had constantly threatened 
them being past, the selfishness of Israel now be-
came apparent. The men so grateful after that 
glorious victory over Midian, now forgot their 
offer to place Gideon and his sons upon the throne. 
They had been filled with wonder and admiration 
by the noble, unselfish, unambitious spirit which 
prompted him to refuse the honor, both for him-
self and for his sons. But the impression -wore 
away as other influences were brought to bear 
upon them. Gratitude died out of their hearts, 
and after Gideon's death, the people treated 
his eons with the basest neglect and cruelty. 
The human heart is fickle. It, is not to be trusted. 
All who rely upon the favor or support of men 
will sooner or later find themselves leaning upon 
a broken reed. 

Yet Gideon himself bad sowed the seeds for that 
baleful harvest, when he performed that one 
wrong act by which Israel wore led away from 
God. Now they had become blinded by the 
sophistry of Satan, and they were wandering 
away from Him who was their light, their 
strength, and their glory. Tho Lord withdrew 
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men of Shechem, and from the house of Millo, 
and devour Abimelech." 

After delivering this speech, Jotham, fled and 
dwelt in a part of the country beyond the power 
of Abimelech. 

The transaction of making Abimelech their 
king, shows how low Israel had fallen. What a 
con trast between their humble, God-fearing leader, 
Moses, who had felt wholly unworthy to occupy 
his position, and this upstart king, who had 
secured the throne by treachery, and established 
himself by violence and bloodshed. It should 
send terror to our souls when we reflect to what 
lengths men may go in crime, when they have 
rejected the influence of God's Spirit. A despot, 
a murderer, was placed as commander-in-chief of 
Israel. Satan was now exultant. He had gained 
control of the mind of Abimelech, and through 
.him he hoped to rule the people. 

Truly what a striking contrast between the 
self-sacrificing, devoted leader whom God ap-
pointed, and the monster of ingratitude and 
cruelty whom Israel had now placed upon the 
throne. By the olive, the fig-tree, and the vine, 
in Jotham's parable, were represented such noble, 
upright characters as Moses and Joshua, who had 
been a living illustration of what a leader of Israel 
should be. Such men claimed no kingly honors. 
It was their work to bless their fellow-men, and 
they did not aspire to rank or power. 

The worthless bramble, grasping for honor, and 
destroying that which was better than itself, was 
a fitting symbol of the vile and cruel Abimelech. 
Millo was the name of the senate-house, or town-
hall, and by the house of Millo are meant the 
chief men of Shechem, who had united in making 
Abimelech their king, but who, according to 
Jotham's prophecy, were to destroy Abimelech, 
and to be destroyed by him. 

For three years this wicked man's reign con-
tinued, and then the Lord sent trouble among 
those who had united in an evil course. The very 
men who bad made Abimelech king became dis-
gusted with his demoralizing rule, and his heart-
less tyranny. By treachery ho had gained the 
throne, and now by treachery they determined to 
remove him. The words of Jotham were fulfilled. 
Discord, strife, and hatred prevailed between 
Abimelech and his subjects. The king's cruelty 
had not ended with the sons of Gideon. Every 
one who opposed his will was summarily put to 
death. But the time of retribution, both for 
Abimelech and for the Shechemites who had sus-
tained him, was at hand. 

The city of Shechem having rebelled, it was 
attacked by the king's forces, the inhabitants 
were slain, the city itself was reduced to ashes, 
and the ground was sown with salt, as a token of 
perpetual desolation. 

A neighboring city united with Shechem in the 
insurrection, and Abimelech proceeded next to 
attack this place also. Having gained possession, 
he determined to burn the inhabitants with the 
tower, as he had done at Shechem. But the 
wicked king had passed the limits of divine for-
bearance. He had been permitted to execute the 
vengeance of God upon Israel, and his career of 
of crime was now to be cut short. 

As they were about to burn the tower, the king 
approached too near for his own safety. A piece 
of millstone hurled by the hand of a woman, struck 
and fatally wounded him. To avoid the disgrace 
of dying by a woman's hand, he was, at his own 
request, immediately slain by his armor-bearer. 
Thus ended the career of Abimelech. A vile 
murderer no longer lived to execute his tyranny. 

Thus the justice of God punished both Abim-
elech and the Shechemites. This terrible his-
tory should teach us the lesson that sin will never 
go unpunished, and it should impress upon our 

• minds the danger of entering upon the path of 
disobedience. 

All true greatness of character, all peace and 
joy of soul, must come from entire conformity to 
the will of God. The path of pheerful obedience 
is the path of safety and happiness. Messages of 
mercy are sent from Heaven, to teach us the 
right way. Strength for the conflict of life is 
ever awaiting us. With the help of God we may 
gain the victory. 

IS SIN ETERNAL 1—NO. 11. 
BY ELD. J, N. LOUGHBOROUGH, OF SOUTHAMPTON, ENGLAND. 

FULRE makes reference to the Catholics seeking 
to maintain their doctrine by the Fathers, particu- 
larly Augustine, but he quotes from him in opposi-
tion to their ideas of a hell with one part of it a 
paradise, as follows: "I could never find the word 
hell in the Scripture, taken in good part, which 
if it be never road in the divine authorities, ver-
ily that bosom of Abraham, that is, that habita-
tion of quiet rest, is not to be believed to be any 
part of hell." He then says, " But Bede, no 
doubt out of more ancient Fathers, peradventure 
out of Athanasius, whose judgment of this text 
also he citeth, thus interpreteth these words of 
Peter,—' He which in one time coming in the 
flesh preached the way of life to the world, even 
he himself came before the .flood, and preached to 
them which then were unbelievers, and lived car-
nally. For he oven by his Holy Spirit was in 
Noah and the rest of the holy men which were at 
that time, and by their good conversation, 
preached to the wicked men of that age, that 
they might be converted to better manners.' 

"You see, therefore, that our exposition is not 
new, which so many hundred years ago was de-
livered by Bede, who, though in some things he 
were carried away with the error and corruption 
of his time, yet had he a care to interpret the 
Scriptures, as near as he could, according to the 
writing of the elder Fathers that were before him. 

They that take these words of Christ's 
descending into hell, and add further, that Christ 
by his descending delivered the captive souls, are 
driven to invent many things, beside the book, of 
their own head. The apostle speaketb only of 
the unbelieving and disobedient in the days of 
Noah, not to show their deliverance, but their 
just damnation, affirming that eight persons only 
were saved by water, the rest perishing, which is 
to be understood both of their bodies and of their 
souls. Bede rejecteth the opinion of one man 
that thought some comfort should come to them 
that had been unbelievers in the days of Noah, as 
contrary to the Catholic faith; because Christ, 
by his descending to hell, delivered none but the 
faithful, neither preached to the souls that are 
out of their bodies, and shut up in hell prison for 
their wickedness, but in this life, either by him-
self; or by the examples and words of' the faith-
ful, he daily showeth the way of life.' Oecume-
nius also, out of Gregory, showeth that their' 
disobedience and condemnation were testified by 
the Scripture, before Christ came in the flesh, 
and that salvation was preached to men from the 
beginning, but despised, because of their declin-
ing unto vanity and pleasure."* 

In his discourse, the Canon made reference to 
the words of St. Peter in the fourth chapter of 
his first epistle as further proof of Christ preach-
ing to the dead. It is where, in speaking of the 
judgment, he uses these words: " Who shall give 
account to him that is ready to judge the quick 
(living) and the dead. For, for this cause was 
the gospel preached also to them that are dead, 
that they might be judged according to men in 
the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit." 
1 Peter 4 : 5, 6. Mark well the language•

' 
 he does 

not say, preached to them that were dead, as 
though they were dead when the preaching was 
done, but it says, "preached to them that ARE 
dead." That is, they were dead at the time St. 
Peter wrote his epistle, A. n. 66. This was some 
thirty-five years after Christ's resurrection, and if 
they were still dead at that time, they had not 
yet been quickened into life, and will thus be 
made alive in the resurrection at the last day. 

This language, when carefully read, does not 
give an intimation that the preaching to these 
persons took place after they had died, but rather 
that the gospel had been preached to them and 
they were then dead. As they in their life-time 
had heard the gospel, and had taken their course 
relative to it, either accepting or rejecting, they 
would be treated when the Judgment shall come, 
just the same as "men in the flesh "—like those 
found living, as they will also have received or 
rejected gospel truth. 

If, as the Canon states, this text refers to those 
of Noah's time, they were not delivered from 
hades at Christ's resurrection; they were still 
dead, in St. Peter's time, and will so remain until 
the Judgment. 

Hoping for a day of grace after death, because 
of St. Peter's statements, reminds one quite forci- 
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bly of what the prophet Isaiah calls weaving spi-
der's webs, saying, "Their webs shall not become 
garments, neither shall they cover themselves 
with their works." Isaiah 59 : 6. Bildad the 
Shuhite said of the wicked that their "trust shall 
be as a spider's web." Job 8 : 14. 

Canon Wilberforce, in advocating his theory of 
probation and hope for the ungodly after death, 
claims that the dead, between death and the res-
urrection, are in a state of consciousness—are in 
paradise. Speaking of the righteous after death, 
he says, " Every beauty of character which we have 
admired on earth will there be marvelously de-
veloped. Every capacity for greatness which we 
have recognized, even through the veil of the 
flesh, will be unfolded and perfected, every lesser 
weakness which has grieved us will be cast away. 
Mind, heart, will, spirit, hitherto deteriorated by 
contact with sin, will be growing purer in the 
light of Christ's love, attaining rapidly their per-
fect development, for there, in the kingdom of 
calm contemplation, the soul is being purified 
with a painless, progressive purification, until in 
God's time the plant is perfected for his garden, 
and the full beatific vision of Heaven is attained." 

Speaking of the wicked in the state of the dead, 
he says, "Awful must be the sadness, the restless-
ness, the intensified consciousness, the vivid 
remembrance of the unhappy spirits in hades." 
Again, he says, "The action of memory will be 
the test of personality—memory, full, free, un-
clouded memory—the flashing into the impris-
oned soul of that intolerable light which makes 
all past present. If we bqt realized the keen tort-
ure that this will be, we sliould hardly dare to sin. 
What fire is to the shrinking body, that is mem. 
ory to the shrinking soul. No words can paint 
the torture that remorseful memory can inflict on 
this side the grave. A cruel, wicked deed, be-
yond human power to undo, lying blistering on 
the memory like a living coal on the hand, has 
burned and agonized many a man till it has 
driven him into a suicide's grave. What must it 
be in the silence of the prison of spirits ?" 

Relative to this state the Canon inquires, 
" Where is the dear soul we loved? What are 
the present conditions of his existence ? Does he 
sleep unconscious of the lapse of time? • Does he 
grieve ? Does he pine in loneliness ? " Regard-
ing the dead he states: " We surrounded with 
the ministrations of love the dying bed; we whis-
pered the last farewell; we pressed the hand for 
the last time; we laid them in the grave— 

Before decay's effacing fingers 
Had marred the lines where beauty lingers. 

And the silence of eternity seems to have dropped 
between us. Yes, and it is God's silence; it is 
not to be broken by the desire or curiosity of 
man. There have been mortals whose favored 
eyes have beheld the deep and rapturous repose 
of paradise, and who for the benefit of others 
have been recalled to this earthly sphere. They 
might have told us much, but the finger of God 
has closed their lips in an iron silence. The 
blessed apostle, St. Paul, was caught up into para-
dise and tasted of the rest that remaineth for the • 
people of God. Thus was he strengthened for 
the life of exceptional trial that awaited him, but 
it was forbidden him to speak of the mysteries of 
disembodied life. He simply declares that what 
was there revealed to him ' it is not lawful for a 
man to utter,' and he never did utter it. It was 
his personal experience of the peace of paradise 
which drew from him that saying of unspeakable 
consolation, 	reckon,' I pronounce my deliber- 
ate conviction, that the sufferings of this life are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory that 
shall be revealed in us;' and it was his experi-
mental knowledge of that perfect rest where, 
tears and sorrows never come, that wrung from 
him that yearning cry, I desire to depart and be 
with Christ.' Lazarus, the friend of Jesus, the 
brother of Martha and Mary, was recalled from 
paradise, and though tradition says he never 
smiled again, there is no record of his divulging 
the secrets of Abraham's bosom. Many bodies of 
the saints which slept arose and came out of their 
graves after the resurrection of Christ, but there 
is no intimation that any communication was 
made to mortal ear of what they had experienced 
in the world of disembodied spirits." 

If these persons said nothing of the " world of 
disembodied spirits," may it not be because they 
knew of no such world? The Bible writers have 
used the word that is rendered spirit, eight hun-
dred and twenty-seven times, but in not one sin-
gle instance have they called it immortal spirit, 

Nava condemn your neighbor unheard, how-
ever many the accusations preferred against him; 
every story has two ways of being told, and jus-
tice requires that you should hear the defense as 
well as the accusation, and remember that the 
malignity of enemies may place you in a similar 
position.-86/. 



.RELIEF BY VIE CROSS. . 
BUNYAN does not set Christian to undo his own 

burden by arguing—" I have fled from the city 
of Destruction ; I have forsaken house and 
friendii, wife and children ; I have resisted temp-
tations to return ; I have knocked at the gate 
and entered in, and am in the narrow path ;" 
but with all this done he brings him to "a place 
somewhat ascending," where stands a cross; and 
"just as Christian came up with the cross, his 
burden loosed from off his shoulders and fell from 
off his back." He did not cast off the burden by 
a process which could easily be explained, but 
when he set his eye upon the cross, it fell off of 
itself; and "it was very surprising to him that 
the sight of the cross should thus ease him of his 
burden." 

And so it is to others ; but however surprising, 
do thou, my penitent brother, heed no other di-
rection but that which points thine eye straight 
to the cross, for pardon, for escape from hell, for 
rest, hope, purity. Look thither, only thither. 
If thy burden fall not at once, yet still look ; 
look to the cross, and fall it will far sooner and 
far more surely, than if thou attempt to untie it 
by thy arguments.—Baptist Flag. 

IT would improve some people very much if 
they were as careful of their daily lives as they 
are of their orthodoxy. 
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and who came " that we might have life and have 
it more abundantly." Let us in realizing the in-
sufficiency of all other answers, repeat to those 
who ask "What must we do to be saved ?" "Be-
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved," saved from sin, saved from despair, saved 
from uselessness and misery, and saved forever-
more in the kingdom of his glory.—Rev. G. C. 
Lorimer, D. D. 

PATIENCE IN AFFLICTION. 
QUIETNESS under God's discipline is simply the 

willingness to let God have his own way. It is 
ready to go where he sends lid, to bear what he 
lays upon us, to sit still just where he places us. 
Why should we desire to get away from his 
blessed discipline ? When you would fill a vessel 
with water from a hydrant or a rain-spout, you 
do not remove the vessel while the stream is 
pouring in. It is filled by setting still. And if 
God's storms are filling your heart with Heaven-
descended graces, why should you seek to move 
away from beneath its blessed outpour ? If God 
is refining your heart, why seek to be taken out 
of the furnace? We have seldom met with a 
finer illustration of this grace of quietness than 
was presented by an aged lady, who, after a busy 
life of doing good, was at length laid upon her 
bed, pain-worn and helpless. A good minister 
went to see her, and asked if, after her active 
habits, she did not find her confinement hard to 
bear? " No, sir," said she, " not at all. When I 
was well I used to hear the Lord say day by day, 
Betty, go here; Betty, go there; Betty, do this 

and do that,' and I used to do it as well as I could; 
but now I hear him say, Betty, lie still and 
cough.' " Which of these two acts of obedience 
was the most difficult to perform we leave our 
readers to testify from their own experience.—
Evangelist. 

deathless spirit, or disembodied spirit. They 
have told us in plain language of the state of the 
dead, and that God only hath immortality; that 
man is a  mortal being; that if he is faithful in 
obeying God he may, in the resurrection, obtain 
immortality. In no place in the Scriptures have 
these writers stated that man is now possessed of 
a nature or entity capable of a conscious existence 
without the body. 

We must look a moment at the scriptures the 
Canon presented, as quoted above. St. Paul was 
" caught up into paradise." 2 Cor. 12 : 4. He 
was not dead. He was in vision. He was no 
more dead while in that condition than were 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, or St. John when they 
had their visions and revelations from God. 
Then his case of going to paradise has no bearing 
on the condition •of the dead. In the record of 
Lazarus, and those raised after Christ's resurrec-
tion, there is not a word said about "the world of 
spirits" or coming from the land of " disembodied 
spirits." Of Lazarus, it is said, " He that was 
dead came forth" (St. John 11 : 44), not that he 
came forth who did not die. In the other case, 
" Many bodies of the saints which slept arose, and 
came out of the graves after his resurrection." 
Matt. 28 : 52, 53. 

GIDEON'S ARMY. 
BY ELD. R. F. COTTRELL. 

AT the sound of the war trumpet, a host of 
thirty-two thousand rallied to the standard of 
Gideon to be led against the mighty host of the 
Midianites. Bat the Lord said there were too 
many; he could not give the Midianites into their 
hands, lest they should take the glory- to them-
selves. So a proclamation was made, by the 
direction of the Lord, that whoever was fearful 
and afraid should depart and return home, 
whereon twenty-two thousand departed, leaving 
ten thousand. But the Lord said there were still 
too many ; so they were brought down to the 
water to drink, and there the Lord chose out 
three hundred only to go to the battle, men that 
by faith could do the Lord's bidding and give 
him the glory and praise of saving them from 
the mighty host of their enemies. 

At the sounding of the proclamation, " The 
hour of his Judgment is come," a mighty host 
was rallied in expectation of the second advent. 
But the great disappointment of 1844 came; and 
the fearful and faint-hearted returned to their 
former homes. Still there remained a respecta-
ble force who would not quit the field. But 
when they were directed to the waters of truth, 
and tested by the commandments of God, but a 
small handful were found to commence the might-
iest work in the history of the church—that of 
proclaiming the last fearful warning of proba-
tionary time. May that few ever humbly give 
God the praise and glory due to his name, and 
may they live to see glorious victory achieved. 
And may you, dear reader, and the writer, share 
in the glory soon to be revealed. 

INFIDELITY. 
HUMANITY is left hopeless and helpless by infi-

delity. If we are in sorrow, it has no comfort; if 
we are in sin, it has no deliverance; if we are in 
perplexity, it has no message; if we are in dark-
ness, it has no light. The virtue it preaches, is 
without foundation; the heroism it inculcates, is 
without inducements; and the immortality it 
whispers, is without evidence. Its loftiest senti-
ments are borrowed from the religion it affects to 
despise; the liberty which it claims to champion, 
it has sacrificed but little to secure; and the sweet 
charities it commends, it has done nothing to se-
cure. The garland of eloquence wherewith it 
clothes itself; is the adornment of a corpse, every 
flower sheathes a worm in its bosom, and every 
breath of fragrance is mingled with death. Its 
oratory smells of the tomb, and the symbol of its 
hope is an eyeless, tongueless skull, grinning in 
mocking insolence at everything that dignifies 
and ennobles life. It brings no benefaction, it 
pronounces no benediction, but casts its baleful 
shadow on all that is fair and sacred. From its 
cold lips there comes no grand and full rounded 
" Yea " to match its piercing, blighting and de-
stroying " Nay." It is simply a huge negation, 
seeking with one hand to stop the mouth of re-
ligion, and with the other to write on human as-
pirations and beliefs a bitter and derisive " No," 
It has no gospel of salvation oven for this world, 
but only an evangel of destruction. Let us then 
turn from it, and proclaim Him in whom is life,  

MUSIC IN OUR HOMES. 
DR. OSCAR JENNINGS, a noted physician of Paris, 

writes a discriminating letter to the London Lan-
cet on music as a remedy for disease, and among 
other things, says ; " Whatever may be its meth;  
anism, there is no doubt that music does exert a 
powerful physical action. Pythagoras held that 
music might be made serviceable in the treatment 
of various diseases, and so have many generations 
of physicians down to our own time. Music,' 
says Esqairol, acts upon the physique by deter-
mining nervous vibrations, and by exciting the 
circulation. . . . It acts upon the morale by 
fixing the attention upon sweet impressions, and 
by calling up agreeable recollections." In the 
treatment of mental disease,' says the same au-
thor, ' I have constantly used music. It calms 
and soothes the mind, although it does not cure ; 
it is, however, a precious agent, and ought not to 
be neglected.' Pinel, who was no mean author-
ity, also gives ample proof of its value in his treat-
ise on Mental Alienation. At the present day, 
concerts are a standard element of treatment in 
many lunatic asylums, but, as generally conducted, 
they may be considered to form a part of the 
general hygienic and moral treatment, and to 
differ entirely from the therapeutic selection of 
various kinds of melody, according to the condi-
tion of the patient. The use of music as a rem-
edy may be truly said to date from the very 
origin of medicine. In one of his odes, Pindar 
relates that /Eiculapius himself so treated some 
of his patients."--SeL 

WHO MADE THE BIBLE? 
WHEN a young collegian said to Dr. Wayland 

that he did not think it required great wisdom to 
make such proverbs as those of Solomon, the old 
man replied, " Make a few, make a few." 

The world has been producing literature for 
ages, but where are the books that infidels them-
selves would set forth as being fit for companion-
ship with the Bible ? Men can make laws, creeds, 
fashions, disciplines, systems, and theories, but 
when we think of being shut up to them, how 
small, how mean, how meager they are. Take 
any church and deprive it of the Bible, and leave it 
nothing but its creed, and what a miserable show 
it would make ; but give it the Bible with noth-
ing else, and it would have a collection of law, 
literature, poetry, and ethics, such as the world 
could not parallel. Who made this book? It 
comes down to us from rude and dark ages. 
Surely the breath of God streams through this vol-
ume as through no other book which the world 
has ever seen. It carries its own credentials, and 
the world must confess, when listening to the 
words of Jesus, "Never man spake like this man." 
—The Christian. 

GULDEN MOMENTS. 
How sorry one would bo for a man who, start-

ing out upon a journey, had his pockets full of 
golden coin which, one by one, had slipped 
through some unmended hole or rent, so that 
when he came to the end of his trip he had not 
one left, but lay down upon his bed a beggar ! 
How strictly we would look to our own pockets 
after hearing the tale, and make sure that what 
coin we had should be well spent, or hoarded 
carefully and not scattered in the roadside dust ! 
Yet we start upon our lives, each one of us, with 
a store of golden moments of which we keep lit-
tle account. Rapidly they slip away through 
the rents of sloth or ignorance. Many a one, 
rich in all the golden moments of seventy years, 
lies down at last scarcely able to remember how 
he has frittered and scattered them, knowing 
only that he has no more—that all are gone, and 
that he cannot say -that he has purchased any-
thing of use to himself or another with what he 
might have bought so much.—The Sunday Chat-
ter Box. 

A BAPTIST missionary of Alcoy, Spain, was re-
cently stoned by Romanists on the streets, and a 
priest took pity on him and protected him. For 
this the priest was summoned before his superiors 
and severely reprimanded for "protecting Prot-
estants." Spain is just now aspiring to be rec-
ognized as one of the " Great Powers ' of Europe, 
but she will never be great until she gets from 
under priestly rule and establishes religious free-
dom. All the Congresses of Europe can never 
make it otherwise.—Ex. 

"IF the righteous scarcely be saved, where 
shall the ungodly and the sinner appear? " 

BE NOT AFRAID. 
CHRISTIANS who are constitutionally timid are 

apt to suffer keenly from fear of trials and afflic-
tions. As sensitive plants shrink when touched 
by the human hand, so they shrink from antici-
pated suffering. This shrinking is natural, but it 
cannot be pleasing to our heavenly Father, be-
cause it implies a lack of faith in his loving care, 
and disobedience to his commands. Has he not 
said to his children, "Fear not, for I am with 
thee"? Did not Jesus say to his disciples in their 
extremest hour of trial, "Let not your hearts be 
troubled "? Moreover, the very trials which such 
souls dread may never come, or, if they do arise, 
.may be the only discipline by which they can 
gain that purification of the affections which is 
essential to the highest development of their char-
acters. Hence the fearful disciple needs to heed 
this maxim of the saintly Molinos "Be not afraid 
of those trials which God may see fit to send upon 
thee. It is with the wind and storm of tribula-
tion that God, in the garner of the soul, separates 
the true wheat from the chaff. Always remem-
ber, therefore that God comes to thee in thy 
sorrows as really as in thy joys."—Zion's Herald. 
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THOUGHTS ON DANIEL. 	 should be filled ; doubtless that ho might the bet- these, should be set up to have no end, and all 

BY ELD. U. SMITH. 	 ter know how to make a wise improvement of who had an interest therein, should rest under 
the present. For this reason God gave him this the shadow of its peaceful wings forever and ever. 

CHAPTER IL—THE GREAT IMAGE. 	 dream, which we must regard as a token of the But this is anticipating. 
VERSE 24. Therefore Daniel went in unto Arioch, divine favor toward this king, as there were VERSE 36. This k the dream ; and we will tell the 

whom the king had ordained to destroy the wise men 

	

	 interpretation thereof before the king. 37. Thou, 0 many other ways in which the truth involved in 
of Babylon; he went and said thus unto him: Destroy 

	

	 king, art a king of kings ; for the God of Heaven bath his dream could have been brought out, equally 

king 
 the wise men of Babylon; bring me in before the 	 given thee a kingdom, power. and strength, and glory. 
, and I will show unto the king the interpretation. to the honor of God's name, and the good of his 38. And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the 

Daniel's first plea is'for the wise men of Baby- people at that time, and the benefit of subsequent beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven bath he 
Ion. Destroy them not; for the king's secret is generations. Yet God would not work for the given into thine hand• and hath made thee ruler over 

king independently of his own people ; hence, them all. Thou art this head of gold. 
revealed. True, it was through no merit of theirs or their heathen systems of divination that this though he gave the dream to the king, be sent Now opens one of the sublirnest chapters of shu- 

the interpretation through one of his own ac man 
was made; they were worthy of just as 

	

	 man history. Eight short verses of the inspired 
knowledged servants. Daniel first disclaimed all 

much condemnation as before. But their own 	 record tell the whole story; yet that story em- 

confession
credit for himself in the transaction, and then to 

of utter impotence in the matter was 

	

	 braces the history of this world's pomp and power. 
of somewhat the feelingspride which it 

humiliation enough for them; and Daniel was modify A few moments will suffice to commit it to mem-
would have been natural for the king to have, in 

anxious that they should so far partake of the 

	

	 ory, yet the period which it covers, dating from 
thus noticed by the God of high being benefits shown to him as to have their lives spared. view of 	 twenty-four centuries in the past, reaches on down 

Heaven, he informed him indirectly that, although 
Thus they were saved because there was a man 	 past the rise and fall of kingdoms, past the set- 
of God among them. And thus it ever is. For the dream had been given to him, it was not for ting up and overthrow of empires, past cycles and 
the sake of Pail and Silas, the bands of all the his sake altogether that the interpretation was ages, past our own day, over into the eternal 
prisoners were loosed. Acts 16 : 26. For the sent, but for their sakes through whom it should state. It is so comprehensive that it embraces 
sake of Paul, the lives of all that sailed with him be made known. Ah ! God had some servants all this ; yet it is so minute that it gives us all the 

there, and it was for them that he was workin 
were saved. Chap. 27 : 24. These are but spec-

g.  sight than the great outlines of earthly kingdoms from that time 

imens of the countless instances all along the track They are of more value in-hie 
  	 to this. Human wisdom never devised so brief a 

of time in which the wicked have been benefited mightiest kings and potentates of earth. Had it record which embraced so much. Human Ian- , 
by the blessings of the righteous. Well would it not been for them, the king would never have had guage never set forth, in fewer words, a greater 

the interpretation of his dream, probably not even 
be if they would remember the obligations under 	 volume of historical truth. The finger of God is 
which they are thus placed. And what saves the the ' dream itself. Thus, when traced to their here. Let us heed the lesson well. 

world now ? - For whose .sake is it still spared ? source all favors upon whomsoever bestowed, are 
	With what interest, as well as astonishment, 

For the sake of the few righteous persons his own children. How comprehensive was the 
 who are found to be due to the regard which God has for must the king have listened to the words of the 

yet left. Remove these, and how long would the 

	

	 prophet, as he informed him that he, or rather 
work of God in this instance. By this one thing his  kin  

wicked be suffered to run their guilty career 	 , he accom- 
kingdom, the king being here put for the king- 

No 	 of revealing the king's dream to Daniel 
No longer than the odomites were suffered, after 

	

	 dom (see the following verse), was the golden 
plished the following objectsHe made known 

Lot had departed from their polluted and pollut- 

	

	 head of the magnificent image which he hd sn. 
poi  the king the things he desired. 2. He saved his 

ing presence. Yet the wicked will despise, ridi- 

	

	 Ancient kings were grateful for success ;sandin 
servants who trusted in him. 3. He brought 

cule, and oppress tbe very ones on whose account 

	

	 cases of prosperity, the tutelar deity to whom 
conspicuoul beore the C h aldean nation th 

it is that they are still permitted the enjoyment 	 they attributed their success, was to them the 

of life and all its blessings. 	
knowledge 

s
o
y  
f the

f 
 true God. 4. He poured one - adorable object upon which they would lavish 

VERSE 25. Then Arioch brought in Daniel before tempt on the false systems of the soothsayers and their richest treasures, and bestow their best de-
the king in haste, and said thus unto him, I have magicians And, 5. He honored his own name, votions. Daniel indirectly informs the king that 
found a man of the captives of Judah, that will make and exalted his servants in their eyes. 	 in his case all these are due to the God of Heaven, 
known unto the king the interpretation. 	 VERSE 31. Thou, 0 King, sawest, and behold a since he is the one who has given him his king- 

It is ever a characteristic of ministers and court- great image. This great image, whose brightness was dom, and made him ruler over all. This would 
iers to ingratiate themselves with their sovereign. excellent, stood before thee ; and the form thereof was restrain hiin from the pride of thinking that be 
So here Arioch represented that he had found a terrible. 32. This image's head was of fine gold, his had attained his position •by his own power and breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his 
man who could make known the desired interpre- wisdom, and would enlist the gratitude of his thighs of brass, 33. His legs of iron, his feet part of 
tation ; as though with great disinterestedness in iron and part of clay. 34. Thou sawest till that a heart toward the true God. 
behalf of the king, he had been searching for stone was cut out without hands, which smote the im- 	The Babylonish Empire, this head of gold, was 
some one to solve his difficulty, and had at last age upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake founded by Belesis, called also Nabonassar, and in 
fbund him. In order to see through this decep- them to pieces. 35. Then was the iron, the clay, the the Scriptures called Baladan, B. C. 747. Arising 
tion of his chief executioner, the king had but to brass, the silver and the gold, broken to pieces to- from the ancient Assyrian Empire founded by 
remember, as he probably did, his interview with gether, and became like the chaff of the summer Nimrod, Gen. 10 : 9, 10, which had governed threshing-floors ; and the wind carried them away, 
Daniel, verse 16, and Daniel's promise, if time 	 Asia for about thirteen hundred years, it reached that no place was found for them ; and the stone that 
could be granted, to show the interpretation smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the summit of its glory under Nebuchadnezzar, 
thereof. 	 the whole earth. 	 who added to his original dominions the prov- 

VERSE 26. The king answered and said to Daniel, 	Nebuchadnezzar, according to . the Chaldean inces of Asia Minor, Phoenicia, Egypt, Syria, and 
whose name was Belteshazzar, Art thou able to make religion, was an idolater. An image was an ob- Palestine. These, with the empire of Babylon 
known unto me the dream which I have seen, and the interpretation thereof ? 27. Daniel aswered in the ject which would at once command his attention proper, embraced all the then known world of 
presece of 	the king, and Bald, The secret which the and respect. Moreover, earthly kingdoms, which, any national influence or power. See " Prideaux's 
king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the astrol- as we shall hereafter see, were represented by Connection." 	 . 
cxe-rsi  the magicians, the soothsayers, show unto the this image, were objects.  of esteem and value in 	We do not take it to be necessary that Babylon, 
king ; 28. But there is a God in Heaven that reveal- his eyes. With a mind unenlightened by the  to be called a universal kingdom, should have had 
eth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchad- light of revelation, he ,was unprepared to put a every class of people and every country in the 
nezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream true estimate upon earthly wealth and glory, world absolutely under its sway ; for this was 
and the visions of thy head upon thy bed are these. 	and to look upon earthly governments in their not in a strict sense the fact with any one of the 

Art thou able to make known the dream ? was true light. Hence the striking 'harmony between kingdoms which are called in history universal 
the king's doubtful salutation to Daniel, as he the estimate which he put upon these things, and.  kingdoms. Babylon never conquered Grecia nor 
came into his presence. Notwithstanding his the object by which they were symbolized before Rome ; but Rome was founded before Babylon 
previous experience, the king seems to have ques- tioned Daniel's ability, so young and inexperi- him. To him they were presented under the had risen to the climax of its power. Rome's po- 
enced, to make known a matter in which the form of a great image, an object in his eyes of sition and influence, however, were then altogether 

respect and admiration. With Daniel, the case prospective ; and it is nothing against the proph-
aged and venerable magicians and soothsayers had utterly failed. Daniel declared plainly that was far different ; and to him these same earthly ecy that God begins to prepare his agents long 
the wise men, the astrologers, the soothsayers, kingdoms were afterward shown under the form years before they enter upon the prominent part 

of cruel and ravenous wild beasts. 	 they are to perform in the fulfillment of prophecy. 
and magicians could not make known this secret. But how admirably adapted was this represen- We must place ourselves with the prophet, and 
It was beyond their power. Therefore the king tation  to convey  
should not be angry with them, nor put confi- 	

a great and needful truth to the view these kingdoms from the same stand-point. 
mind of Nebuchadnezzar. Besides delineating We shall then, as is right, consider his statements 

deuce in their inefficient superstitions. He then  the progress of' events through the whole course in the light of the location he occupied, the time 
proceeds to make known the true God who r lea  in Heaven, and is the only revealer of secrets. of time, for the benefit of his people, God would in which he wrote, and the circumstances by 
And he it is, says Daniel, who maketh known to show Nebuchadnezzar the utter emptiness and which he was surrounded. It is a manifest rule 
the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the worthlessness of earthly pomp and glory ; and of interpretation that nations are not particularly 

days. 	
how could this be more impressively done than noticed in prophecy until they become so far con- 

latterVERSE 29. As for thee, 0 King, thy thoughts came by an image commencing with the most precious netted with the people of God that mention of 

into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come 	of metals, and continually descending-to the baser, them becomes necessary to make the records of to pass  hereafter; and He that revealeth secrets maketh till we finally have the coarsest and crudest of sacred history complete. When this was the case 
known to thee what shall come to pass. 30, But as metals, iron, mingled with miry clay; the whole with Babylon, it was the great and overtowering 
for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom then dashed to pieces, and made like -the empty object in the political world. In the prophet's 
that I have more than any living, but for their sakes chaff, no good thing in it, but altogether lighter eye, it necessarily eclipsed all else; and he would 
that shall make known the interpretation to the king, than vanity, and finally blown away where no naturally speak of it as a kingdom having rule 
and that thou mightest know the thoughts of thy heart. place could be found for it, after which some- over all the earth. So far as we know all prov- 

Here is brought out another of the commend- thing durable and of heavenly worth occupies its inces or countries against which Babylon did 
ble traits of Nebuchadnezzar's character. Un- place. So would God show to the children of move in the height of its power, were subdued 
like some rulers who fill up the present with folly men that earthly kingdoms were to pass away, by its arms. In this sense, all were in its power. 
and debauchery, without regard to the future, he and earthly greatness and glory, like a gaudy And this will explain the somewhat hyperbolical 
thought forward upon the days to come, with an bubble, would break and vailish ; and the king- language of verse 38. That there were some por-
anxious desire to know with what events they dom of God, in the place so long usurped by tions of territory and considerable numbers of 
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LESSON FOR PACIFIC COAST.—AUG. 6. 
Sending forth the Diseiples.—Matt. 10; Mark 8: 1-13 ; Luke 9:1-6, 

LESSON COMMENTS. 

THE apostles had now passed through a length-
ened and varied experience, and besides the con-
stant instruction of their aster's words and life, 
had learned from their own hearts how great their 
moral deficiencies still were. Their faint-heart-
edness, irresoluteness, and want of faith, were 
evident, and they were thus brought to that mod-
est self-distrust which alone could fit them for the 
heavier duties before them. They were now to 
rise from the position of dependent and simple 
followers and scholars, and become co-workers 
with Jesus, and that not only on the good soil al-
ready sown, but, rather, on, the hard trodden 
paths, the stony ground, and that pre-occupied 
by thorns. In Gadara and Nazareth they had 
learned to distinguish the opposite aspects of un-
belief; in the one, that of common natural selfish-
ness and harshness; in the other, that of proud, 
perverted fanaticism. After long Wanderings and 
continuous trials, the twelve were now, in their 
Master's opinion, in a measure prepared to work 
by themselves in spreading the new kingdom. In 
spite of the opposition of the interested profes-
sional classes, the enthusiasm of the people to 
hear the new teaching was unabated. Multitudes 
followed RAMS wherever he appeared; the ,syna-
gogues still offered access to the whole population 
each Sabbath, and in all the cities and villages of 
Galilee, the " gospel of 'the kingdom " was the 
great topic of conversation 	 

Under any circumstances, the crowds follow-
ing Jesus would have touched a heart so tender, 
but their wild despair and religious enthusiasm 
made the sight of them doubly affecting. Might  

they not be won to the peace and joy of the glad 
tidings? They seemed to him, the Good Shep- 
herd, like a great flock needing many shepherds, 
but with none; footsore with long travel, wander-
ing they knew not whitber, with no one to lead 
them to still waters and ,green pastures. " The 
harvest," said he to his disciples, " is plenteous, 
but the laborers are few; pray .ye, therefore, the 
Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth la-
borers into his harvest." There were, multitudes 
to be won for the new kingdom,—multitudes pre-
pared to hear, for their spirits were broken un-
der personal and national sorrow. But the num-
ber of right teachers was 

He decided, therefore,.to delay no longer send-
ing forth the twelve. Calling them together, he 
told them his purpose, and fitted them to carry it 
out. As a proof of their mission from him, he 
invested them with authority over spirits, and 
gave them power to heal diseases. They were to 
confine themselves for the present to Jewish dis-
tricts, avoiding Samaritan towns,and not enter-
ing on the road to heathen' parts. Galilee itself 
was thus virtually their field of labor for, hea-
thenism had a footing in every place round it, and 
within a few miles of them lay Gadara, Hippos, 
Pella, Scythopolis, and even Sepphoris, with hea-
then worship in their midst. Judea and Jerusa-
lem were not to be thought of. The simple Gal-
ilceans would be a better beginning for the apos-
tles than the dark, bigoted population of the south. 
One day they would be free to visit Samaria,-as 
he himself had already. Meanwhile they must 
not stir up Jewish hatred by going to either Sa-
maritans or heathens. Moreover, their own 
Jewish prejudices unfitted them for a mission to 
any but Jews, fof; even after this, the first signs 
of hostility made John wish to call down fire from 
heaven on a Samaritan village, and they were not 
fit as yet to handle aright the many questions 
such .a journey would elicit. Besides, Israel must 
have another year in which to bring forth fruit; 
and withal, it was their first independent journey. 

The burden of their preaching was to be the 
repetition of that of John, and of Jesus himself, 
when he began. "The kingdom of Heaven is at 
hand." Like John, they were heralds, to prepare 
the way. "Heal the sick," said He, "raise the 
dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons." They 
had received their miraculous gifts freely, and 
must dispense them as freely. Their equipment 
was to be of the simplest, for superfluity diverted 
the mind from their great object, and made an 
extra burden which would only hinder them on 
their journeys. It became them, also, by their 
humble guise, to disarm the suspicion of worldli- 
ness, and to show their implicit trust in God. 
They were to take no money; not even any cop-
per coin in their girdles—the usual Eastern purse; 
nor a wallet for their food by the •way; nor two 
under garments, but were to wear only one; nor 
Were they to have shoes; which looked like lux- 
ury, but only the sandals of the common people, 
and they were to have only one staff. They were 
to go as the peasants of-Palestine often do yet, 
trusting to hospitality for food and shelter; offer- 
ing in their simplicity a striking contrast to the 
flowing robes and bright colors of the population 
at large. But they were not to go alone. Each 
must have a companion, to accustom them to 
brotherly communion, to, give counsel and help 
to each other in difficulties, and to cheer each 
other on the way. 

No mention is made of the synagogues in their 
instructions; it may be, because the apostles were 
not yet confident enough to come forward so pub-
licly. It was to be a house-to-house mission. 
While every traveler, according to the custom of 
the country, greeted his acquaintances with la-
borious formality, raising the band from the heart 
to the forehead,, and then laying it in the right 
hand of the person met; even, according to cir-
cumstances, bowing thrice, or as many as seven 
times; they were forbidden to indulge in any 
greetings by the way. Time was too precious, 
and their mission too earnest for empty courtesies. 
On entering a town or'village, they were to make 
inquiries, to guard against their seeking hospi-
tality from the unworthy, but having Once become 
guests, they were to stay in the same family till 
they left the place. They were to enter the 
dwelling which heartily welcomed them, with a 
prayer for its peace. Any house or city, however, 
that refused to receive them, was to be treated 
openly as heathen, by their shaking off its dust 
from their feet as they left it. But woe to such 
as brought down this wrath; it would be better  

at the last' day for Sodom and Gomorrah, than 
for the Galilrean village in such a case. 

To these directions for the way J-esus added 
warnings that might have well filled with dismay 
men less devoted. He predicted for them only 
persecution and universal hatred, jails, public 
whipping, and even death, but cheered them by 
the promise that their brave and faithful confes-
sion of faith in him, before governors and kings, 
would serve his cause, and that endurance to the 
end would secure their eternal salvation. They 
would be like helpless sheep in the midst of treach-
erous wolves. . . . . 

No details are given of the mission, except that 
the twelve went on a lengthened circuit through 
the towns and villages of Galilee, preaching the 
need of repentance, and the glad tidings of the 
new kingdom; and that their ministry was ac-
companied by miraculous works of mercy—the 
casting out of devils, and the anointing- of many 
sick with oil, and healing them—which were them-
selves proofs of their higher success, since such 
wonders.  were, doubtless, as in the case of their 
Master, wrought only when there was a measure 
of faith.—Geikie's Life of Christ. 

BETTER CHARACTER NECESSARY TO 
BETTER TEACHING. 

No ONE can teach well who does not live well. 
If words are as bullets, the character back of the 
words is as the powder which makes them effect-
ive. In small communities the teacher is well 
known to all his scholars. Does he keep a store, 
or work a farm, or run a mill, and cheat a little 
on weight or meaiaire on the plea that "they all 
do it " ? The sharp boys and girls will not forget 
that fact when he is talking to them about the sin 
of worldliness. Is he passionate, vindictive, im-
patient, puffed up, envious, given to small tattling ? 
His exposition of sweet " charity," as given in the 
thirteenth chapter of first Corinthians, will have 
small power to draw his young pupils. Their 
reasoning, though half unconscious, is conclusive 
to their own minds. It amounts to about this: 
If our teacher is so little affected by these truths 
which he attempts to teach, how can he expect 
them to affect us who are only taught? 

Some older people are sure they see the logical 
and practical fallacy of this reasoning.. Long ex-
perience has taught them that consistency is so 
rare a jewel that not one in a thousand will pos-
sess it. They know something of the astonishing 
blindness of all people to their own faults, while 
they are so sharp-eyed to see the !halts of others. 

They have ceased to expect perfection or 
rounded symmetry in Christian character, know-
ing the weakness of " poor human nature." They 
are rather glad to hear anybody talk better than 
they act, so be it they are 'not hypocritical or 
conceited; for it seems to show that the ideal 
within them is not wholly dead. Such talkers 
are not quite satisfied with themselves, and they 
are still less satisfied with the low attainments of 
their neighbors. 

When a man is content with himself as he is he 
ceases to advance. Paul never seems to have 
settled into the comfortable indolence which is a 
prevalent fashion among modern Christians. " I 
count not myself to have apprehended," he says, 
but I press towards the perfect standard of Chris-
tian character given us in Christ Jesus. 0, for 
a little of Paul's noble discontent with ourselves 
as we are 1 When we are better Christians we 
shall be better teachers.—Sunday-School World. 

people unknown to history and without the pale 
of civilization as it then existed, which were nei-
ther discovered nor subdued, is not a fact of suffi-
cient strength or importance to condemn the ex-
pression of the prophet, or to falsify the prophecy. 

THE INQUISITION NOT DEAD. 
THE Roman correspondent of the New York 

Observer thus writes about the Inquisition:— 
" As to the existence of the Inquisition even 

now, no liberal Roman doubts it, although it has 
no longer tlie power to burn and torture and 
imprison. Only the presence of the Italian gov- 
ernment renders it harmless. But tokens of its 
existence are given now and then by the prohi- 
bition of new books. They are put ' in the Index ' 
—that Index which must now contain the noblest 
and best of Italian thought for centuries. Padre 
Curci also, a J3suit of liberal opinions, was a year 
or two ago banished from the Order. When the.  
Roman Republic was established in 1849 the palace 
of the Inquisition was converted into homes for 
the poor,' first being exposed to the public for a 
few days. It was proposed to raze it to the 
ground, and erect ,a column of infamy on the 
spot, but the idea of using it for .the poor pre-
vailed. But when the French replaced Pius IX. 
on the papal throne, the Inquisition took possess-
ion of that palace again, and it returned to its 
original use. After that fearful revelation of its 
secrets the Jesuits did not presume to torture as 
they had done, but they did keep prisoners there 
in duro carcere." The liberals, whom they perse-

cuted and imprisoned instead of heretics and Jews, 
were kept in another prison—that of San Michele 
—but this was also the work of the Jesuits and 
their tool, the Holy Inquisition. Many liberals, 
still comparatively young men, now live in Rome 
who were imprisoned there for years. Only the 
entrance of the Italian government into Rome in 
1870 opened the• prison doors, and also let into 
the gates of the city that noble army of Italian 
exiles who had been wandering in strange cities 
and in foreign lands. 

"Volumes could be written on this subject, and 
those who wish to inform themselves in regard to 
it can road a book which, I think, has been trans-
lated into English—' Papal Rome' by the Rev. 
Luigi de Sanctis. Professor Timothy Dwight's 
book on the Roman Republic of 1849' also gives 
many interesting details. Of this there is no 
doubt, that wherever the Jesuits go there will, be 
the Inquisition in one form or another. Far from 
being dead two hundred years ago, it still lives, 
and would display all its fierceness oven in New 
York if it had the power." 

Ova Bible Teacher aptly remarks, that "men 
interested in the manufacture or sale of liquors 
are seldom friendly to the success of churches and 
Sabbath-schools: They recognize an inevitable 
antagonism between these and their trade. In 
China the strongest enemies of Christian missions 
are the merchants engaged in -the opium trade. 
This business is the source of their greatest gains.'  
The late treaty between the United States and 
China forbids Americans engaging in this nefar-
ious trade, and so will prove material• aid to the 
success of the missionaries, as well as relieve in 
some measure the calamities which foreign nations 
have brought upon China by forcing upon its peo-' 
plc this mischievous drug." We hope that all 
good people, and especially members of churches • 
and Sabbath-schools,, will exert their influence in 
favor of educating the masses to favor the enact-
ment of a general prohibitory law for the sup-
pression of this nefarious trade.—S. S. Workman. 

•	 
"THEY that seek me early shall find me." 
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OUR POSITION AND WORK. 
"ORDER is Heaven's first law." This saying has 

gained wide acceptance, because order is so essential 
in the estimation of all that all could see that Heaven 
would not be Heaven without it. It is but the com-
plement to a declaration coming from Heaven itself : 
"God is not the author of confusion." But with this 
truth before their eyes, some of the professed " children 
of the light" are not as wise as the men of this world. 
We do not write to offer praise or blame to any, but a 
consideration of important truths may always be made 
profitable to those who have to deliberate and counsel 
for the work of God in the earth. 

It has been a reason of great reproach to the cause 
of the advent doctrine that so much confusion and dis-
order have existed among believers in the advent near. 
But when we look at their circumstances we feel to 
pity rather than to blame. Coming out of the various 
churches where their testimony was rejected, and 
where they could not enjoy "the blessed hope" and 
enjoy church fellowship at the same time, they feared 
cwganization as evil and oppressive in its nature. And 
as most of them brought some of their denominational 
preferences with them, it was only by a compromise—
often by dropping the strictness even of healthy disci-
pline—that they were able to unite as a body. Also, 
leaving the wealthy churches with their costly houses 
of worship, too many of them the temples of fashion 
and of mammon, and being subjected to the necessity 
of meeting in private houses or in the groves, many lost 
their respect for good order and system. Some became 
restless and could not bear restraint. Freedom was 
scarcely distinguished from anarchy; their idea of 
Christian liberty was that of unrestrained individual-
ism, where each was a law unto himself; where each 
could preach his own views without a question, how-
ever crude and fanatical they might be. And yet, 
however much they were worthy of pity, under their 
circumstances, those coming after them can scarcely 
escape blame for perpetuating this state of things. 

Those who early em braced the third angel's message 
were mostly trained under these influ ences and subject 
to such feelings. But God, who ever has a care for the 
honor of his truth, soon moved the hearts of those 
whom be had called to lead in this work, to plead for 
order, and system, and organi zation. Reform in this 
respect was not easy to effect, for many good brethren 
had sincere scruples against every form of organization; 
some believers rejected it entirely, thinking that to or-
ganize a church or Conference, and to maintain disci-
pline, was to endanger their salvation and subject 
themselves to the plagues of Babylon, according to Rev. 
18. 	They chose to remain in confusion for fear of going 
into Babylon 

But truth triumphed and order was established. 
Churches were organized, and elders and deacons were 
chosen and ordained, and clerks elected. State Con-
ferences were formed, composed of delegates from the 
churches; and a General Conference was formed of del-
egates from the State Conferences. Of the latter the 
President and two associates were constituted an Ex-
ecutive Committee, having the oversight of all below 
them, and especially of all mission fields and mission-
ary work. And so well have these several organiza-
tions served their purposes that scarcely ever has a case 
of appeal gone up to a Conference. 

System was also adopted in regard to raising funds 
to carry on the work, called by our people, "systematic 
benevolence," but properly systematic beneficence, and 
thus avoiding the fashionable but highly objectionable 
methods of church parties, fairs, and festivals. This 
has been turned into the ch annel of tithing, as taught 
in the Scriptures. 

Now all this has received the unqualified condemna- 
tion of many Adventists who do not accept the third 
angel's message, known as "First-day Adventists;" 
and yet the more thoughtful among them have often 
expressed regret that they were not able to adopt the 
same methods and secure the same order and system in 
their work. 

But we soon found that all this was not enough to 
secure the most efficiency in our work. A two-fold 
lack was encountered. Our preachers were very few, 
and most of them were undisciplined in regard to the 
best methods of presenting the truth. Therefore means 
must be devised to increase the force of laborers. and 
to increase the efficiency of our ministry. To meet 
these wants Tract and Missionary Societies were formed 
whereby to' enlist the services of all our members, as 
far as possible, in the work of carrying forth the mes-
sage. And a school was established, denominational 
in one sense, but not in its educational facilities, where 
our young people, and others, could obtain literary 
qualifications for the ministry, and also receive instruc-
tion in Biblical knowledge. 

Both these instrumentalities have been eminently 
successful. By these means the light of present truth 
is spread a hundred-fold in extent beyond what it 
would now be without them. We believe that the 
organization of our Missionary Societies is as nearly 
complete as may be. Fears have been expressed, and 
with good reason, that some might lose sight of the 
spiritual part of the work by attention only to the 
organic or mechanical; but the same danger exists in 
regard to all religious observances. The power may be 
sacrificed to the form in prayer and praise; the minis-
ter may lose the spirit of the truth in studying the 
best method of presenting it. But that the power is 
sometimes sacrificed to the form is no good reason why 
the form should be rejected. That a minister some-
times loses the spirit in studying the best methods of 
presenting the word of God, is no reason why the best 
method should not be studied and adopted. Because 
individuals have made mistakes, we may not therefore 
reject the means and methods they have devised, for 
mistakes have been made in everything connected with 
the work of God. Mistakes have been made in both 
our publishing houses, but we shall not give up our 
publishing work on that account. It is not always a 
matter for blame that mistakes are made; the great 
fault is in repeating the same mistake when it is dis-
covered and made manifest. 

We deplore the existence of formalism; we also fear 
fanaticism. The former is indicated by the form with-
out the power; the latter is an effort to manifest the 
power without the form—it is rejecting order and sys-
tem, and following impressions, and moving by feelings 
or impulses. This invariably leads to anarchy and 
confusion. 

There are always found some who choose to work in 
their own way rather than in that way adopted by the 
body and sanctioned by the authority of our General 
Conference. But invariably theirs has proved not to 
be the best way. If they give to the cause it is not 
"systematic," or by tithing, but according to their 
feelings; and their feelings being variable, their service 
is spasmodic, guided by by no certain standard, and 
therefore inefficient. 

At a late missionary meeting in Oakland one point 
in this subject was considered quite thoroughly. One 
person reported work in the cause, but without regard 
to the rules adopted by the society; perhaps feeling 
more free to labor as the mind should lead for the time. 
But it was decided that this was not only not the best 
way, but, not a good way. For, if all followed this plan, 
or acted thus without a plan, the work would be poorly 
done, and it could not be known what is being done. 
Some parts of the city would be utterly neglected, 
while others might be visited so often or by so many 
that the people would think the workers intrusive, and 
thus a prejudice be created. The city is districted by 
the society and canvassers appointed for each district; 
and it was decided that all ought to act in concert 
and each who works have a certain work assigned to 
him. Work out of order may prove worse than no 
work at all. 

We have had the same fact demonstrated to us in the 
work of the ministry. Our largest Conferences have 
found it advisable to district their territory, and to as-
sign a certain minister to a certain district and to let 
him consider that his field. In it he is to see that the 
churches are in working order, and that all branches of 
the work are kept in progress. This is according to 
the same idea of increasing the efficiency of the minis-
ters by complete order and system. And how is it that 
all this can be carried out? It is because both our min- 
isters and people acknowledge the authority of those 
whom they have thought worthy to fill the offices in 
their Conferences, and especially of the General Con-
ference, which is acknowledged as the highest earthly 

authority amongst us. As long as this is the case we 
may hope to prosper; when this cea'es to be the case 
we cannot prosper. for " God is not the author of confu-
sion," and no good cause will ever prosper in the midst 
of confusion, for the blessing of God cannot then attend 
it. 

A writer in a First-day Adventist paper recently said: 
"There has been too much individualism, or a desire to 
be head, manifested by certain ones who have a very 
high appreciation of their own ability. . . . A 
spirit of jealousy among the would-be leaders, which 
has created discord and confusion among the churches." 

We do not copy this for the purpose of contrasting 
our position with theirs, but to "point a moral," and as 
a warning, that we may avoid the sands on which oth-
ers have stranded. 

In the Bible Banner of July 21, 1881, the editor com-
ments upon the late Adventist "Ecumenical Council" 
held at Foreston, Ill., and points out, in well-timed re-
marks, the causes of failure among them, and said:— 

"After 1843, the preachers of the Evangelical Ad-
vent class entered into an arrangement to study to-
gether for mutual improvement, and to-day, though 
few, they have a ministry who are a power in the world 
of intellectual and spiritual thought. So the S. D. Ad-
ventists have done, and they do not wait for the foreign 
nations to come here and preach what they believe to 
be the truth to them, as seemed to be the ambition at 
Foreston; they send their missionaries and tracts and 
papers at their homes in the other world across the 
ocean." 

In the same paper we find a short article which we 
cannot refrain from publishing as an encouragement to 
our tract society workers, hoping that this " wise activ-
ity " may characterize them yet more and more:— 

"A GOOD EXAMPLE OF WISE ACTIVITY. 
" The Seventh-day Adventists are thoroughly organ-

ized for pushing their notions before the world. They 
have their tract and missionary society in every church, 
and are pledged to pay one-tenth of their income to 
scatter their publications and help their preachers to 
take the field. 

"Besides this, they individually send their papers to 
as many persons as they can. To get names they use 
the correspondence of other papers. Then when they 
have sent a paper they follow it with a postal card 
quietly and genteelly asking people to pass them around 
and ask for more. 

"The following is one of their cards sent to one of 
our subscribers : 

"'ST. A—. K—. Co., ILL., June 20, 1881. 
"'Dear Friend :—I send you by to-day's mail a copy of The 

Signs of the Times—a prophetic paper—thinking it might be 
of interest to you. Please read it carefully and let me know 
how you like it. I will send you more numbers to read, if 
you desire them. After reading them carefully, please hand 
to some friend to read. See Prov. 9 : 9. Very Respectfully, 

'B. R. N—.' 
"Now these people's hearts are in their work—we 

do not sympathize in the least with the peculiar pro-
phetic views which they hold, nor with their claims 
to gifts and visions, or their devoted attachment to 
seventh day keeping. But we do admire their wise 
and energetic way of extending the knowledge of 
what they believe, and wish our association and sub-
scribers could be aroused to emulate them." 

Such work as this, carried on, not only in all this 
country, but in every land where the English language 
is spoken, and in several other languages, could never 
be accomplished by so small a denomination without 
thorough organization—without a mutual interest and 
co-operation on the part of all the members of the 
body. The N. Y. Independent, among its notices of 
missionary work last winter, said that the S. D. Adven-
tists have a better statistical knowledge of the work 
done in their missions than any other denomination. 
This is as it should be. A wise general will understand 
the condition of the work in the whole field ; if he 
does not there will, as a matter of course, be weak, 
unprotected points, at the mercy of the enemy. We 
consider it a proof of the efficiency of our missionary 
organization that no part of the field within our abil-
ity to reach is neglected ; or if a part is neglected that 
fact is easily known, so that the neglect may be rem- 
edied. 

As we feel that the days of our active service in 
the field are past, we turn with increased interest and 
anxiety toward those upon whom the burden rests. 
Most of our life has been spent in the field of battle 
for the truth. In 1855, while on a visit to Michigan, 
we were requested by Brn. J. P. Kellogg, Cyrenius 
Smith, and D. B. Palmer to ruu the tent for the re-
mainder of that season. Our answer was that if we 
could keep it in one place as long as we wished, we 
would do so. When asked how long that would be, our 
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reply was, Not less than four weeks. To this they 
could not consent, as the tent had never remained in 
one place longer than for a two-days' meeting. And 
when pointed to the fact that no appreciable fruit 
remained of the meetings -so held, they were still un-
willing, as the contemplated departure from all prece-
dent was so great. But as circumstances would pre-
vent the use of the tent if we did not take it, consent 
was finally given, and we pitched the tent in Parma. 
where it remained five weeks; and although the weather 
was very unfavorable, the meeting proved successful, 
and its influence is still felt upon the cause in the la-
bors of those who then embraced the faith. It proved 
also to be the inauguration of a new system of tent la-
bor. From that time forward for twenty years most of 
our summers were spent in tent labor, and it was not 
until 1878 that we decided never to hold another tent-
meeting, but to leave that work to younger hands. We 
are aware of our infirmities, increasing with our age; 
we believe that the days of our efficiency as a preacher 
are in the past,—at least to labor as we were used to la-
bor during the years of our ministry. Now we have no 
higher ambition than to stay up the hands and to 
strengthen the hearts of those who are striving to ex-
tend the knowledge of this precious truth. We can 
bring them good tidings, and encourage them with 
words of cheer. We entered upon the work when not 
only laborers, but friends, were few; and we have Often 
proved the faithfulness of our God to support his peo-
ple while engaged in his service. He has led in this 
work—he will lead in it to the end. And we shall re-
joice in his glory as we now rejoice in his grace, if we 
hold fast that which we have that no man take our 
crown. 

THE REVISED VERSION. 
IT was our intention to pass directly to the relation 

of the European and American Committees; but in our 
reading, some changes have specially attracted our 
attention which we wish to notice. One remark in the 
"Companion" is so worthy of remembrance that we 
are pleased to record it:— 

"But whether the true readings be deemed improve-
ments or not, they should always be welcomed simply 
on the ground of their genuineness. To find out what 
is true is the supreme object of Biblical science; and 
while, no doubt, there may often seem an artificial 
attractiveness about what is erroneous, there should 
always be felt a sovereign majesty in truth." 

Matt. 6 :34. "Take no thought for the morrow." 
This, says the "Companion," "has proved very hurtful in 
modern times. It was a faithful enough representation 
of the original two and a half centuries ago, for thought 
was then used in the sense of anxiety. But the word 
has now no such meaning, . . it has been used by 
unbelievers as a charge against Christ's teaching, 
which, they affirm, encourages improvidence." The 
Scriptures should not needlessly be subjected to any 
such misapprehension. 

Acts 21 :15. "And after those days we took up our 
carriages, and went up to Jerusalem." This conveys no 
just idea to the general reader. The companion well 
says: " The Bible is, above all other volumes, the people's 
book, and if possible, not a single expression should be 
left of it which is at all likely to stumble or perplex 
the plainest reader. We took up our baggage,' makes 
the meaning clear." And so in Acts 28 :13, " we 
fetched a compass" is a very awkward way to express 
the idea, "we made a circuit," as it is in the Revised 
Version. 

Luke 18 :12. In this text a very important change 
is made, to which we call the special attention of our 
brethren. The reading of the Authorized Version has 
stumbled many an honest inquirer in the way of duty. 
"I give tithes of all that I possess." The Revision has 
it: " I give tithes of all that I get." The Diaglott ren-
ders it: " of all that I acquire." This is the true mean-
ing of the word, and this rendering makes it consistent 
with the word of the Lord in all the Scriptures on this 
subject. 

Rom. 7 :6. Of this text the "Companion "says:— 
" A reading was introduced by Beza into his third 

edition, which was a mere conjecture of his own, and is 
supported by not a single manuscript or version. It 
stands, however, in the common English Bible, which 
translates it, ' that being dead wherein we were held,' 
instead of the true text as rendered in the Revised 
Version, 'having died to that wherein we were holden.'" 

Every scholar living knows that the common render-
ing is impossible as a translation, and that it has been  

the means of misleading thousands in regard to a most 
important truth. The (practically) correct rendering 
was given in the margin of the Authorized Version; 
but how should the unlearned know that the marginal 
reading was the preferable one? And how should the 
readers of the millions of copies of the Bible which 
have no marginal readings ever learn what is the truth 
taught in this text? It was an offense against God, 
who gave-the Scriptures to man, and against man, who 
needs the revelation of God's will, to have such a blem-
ish as this stand in the Bible. We rejoice that all the 
world is now likely to see the truth of this text. 

1 Cor. 4':4. For I know nothing by myself; yet am I 
not hereby justified; but he that judgeth me is the 
Lord." No reader of the present day would imagine, 
on reading this text, that the apostle declared that he 
knew nothing of which to an use himself, hut that he 
was not thereby justified. because God, the Judge, is 
all-knowing. The rendering of the Revised Version, 
" For I know nothing against myself," is consistent with 
the declaration of the preceeding sentence; but no one 
unacquainted with the original, or with the use of the 
English two centuries ago, could perceive any necessity 
for this rendering. The " Companion " gives an instance 
of old usage in this respect. " Cranmer sus to Henry 
VIII., 	am exceedingly sorry that such faults can be 
proved by the queen,' that is, against her." 

2 Thess. 2:1. "Now we beseech you, brethren, by 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ," etc. The Revised 
Version has it—" in regard of the coming," thus giving 
due prominence to "the coming"  as  the subject of his 
discourse. The Diaglott has it, "Concerning the com. 
ing." The common rendering is difficult to understand. 

1 Tim. 3:16. Oa the change in this text we will 
only quote a few lines from the opening remarks of the 
"Companion: "-- 

" The English reader will probably be startled to find 
that the familiar text, And without controversy great 
is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the 
flesh,' has been exchanged in the Revised Version for 
the following: And without controversy great is the 
mystery of godliness: He who was manifested in the 
flesh.' A note in the margin states that ' the word God, 
in place of He who, rests on no sufficient ancient au-
thority." 

Those who are acquainted with the progress of critical 
knowledge of the Scriptures will not be startled by the 
change. They expected it. The reason given for it 
we have not room to insert. 

Heb. 12 :1. The sense of this text is obscured by 
the unfortunate position of "also," in the comn on 
Version. "Seeing we also are compassed about," im-
plies that the persons before named were compassed 
about, as we are, with a cloud of witnesses; whereas 
they are the witnesses (not viewers, but testifiers) to 
whom reference is made. 

This must close our notice of particular texts. The 
word "conversation," as in the A. V., always means 
conduct, except in Phil. 3 : 20, where the Revised Version 
has "citizenship." Most people were aware that this 
change should be made. • It is well, therefore, to have 
it made. Of another word in our common translation 
the Companion says:— 

" There are two words, both translated 'repent' in 
the Authorized Version, which it is most desirable to 
distinguish wherever that is possible. The one word 
means simply to 'rue' or 'regret,' a course which has 
been followed; the other implies that thorough change 
of mind which is implied in Christian repentance." 

This information will be appreciated by many who 
have been perplexed over the subject. And now we 
have given to our readers some of the most important 
changes made by the revisers; enough to show that, at 
least in many respects, the Revised Version is an im-
provement on the "King James' Version." We invite 
all to read with care, and compare the two. It will be 
a profitable exercise, giving a better idea of the sacred 
text than they have ever had. For this purpose a 
"Comparative Edition" has been published, an adver-
tisement of which will be seen in this paper. In this. 
wherever you open your New Testament the two Ver-
sions are presented together, on opposite pages, for 
ready compatison and study. And we rejoice that 
this revision is being the means of directing the minds 
of many to a closer study of the word of God. And nil 
exhort all to read it, not in mere curiosity, but with a 
desire to be made "wise unto salvation," which can be 
accomplished only by the sanctifying truth .of God. 
John 17 :17. 

THE TRUE THEME OF CHRIST'S MINIS- 
TERS. 

" For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord ; 
and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake." 2 Cor. 4:5. 

THIS text states very distinctly the true theme of 
discourse for those who are called to labor in the Chris- 
tian ministry. It is for this reason worthy of attentive 
study. It tells us what Paul did not preach, and what 
he did preach ; and, in this manner, shows what all 
other ministers of Christ should preach, and what they 
should refrain from preaching. 

1. Paul did not preachhimself. But, if any man might 
be excused for making himself the subject of his dis-
courses, Paul was that man. His conversion is the 
most remarkable one upon record. His sacrifice in em-
bracing Christ was as great as was ever made by any 
man who has served in theChristian ministry. His la-
bors in the ministry were more abundant than those of 
any other apostle. 1 Cor. 15:10. In fact, they were 
unparalleled in the apostolic age, and we have no very 
near approach to them in the ages which followed. His 
example presents the most perfect pattern of the Chris-
tian minister and of the Christian disciple. His cour-
age was undaunted, his fortitude unshaken, his patience 
almost inexhaustible—for it proved equal to his day—
his love toward God and toward man such as he him-
self has indicated in his marvelous description of char-
acter in 1 Cor. 13. If others were ministers of Christ, 
he was even more than such in the ordinary sense of 
the term. In labors he was more abundant, and in 
stripes he was above the measure that others suffered. 
He was cast into prisons oftener than others, and oftener 
than others was in imminent peril of death. Five times 
was he whipped by the Jews; three times was he beaten 
with rods by the heathen; once was he stoned till even 
his persecutors believed that he was dead, and, for that 
reason, ceased their murderous assault upon him; be_ 
fore his voyage to Rome, he suffered a shipwreck in 
which he was in the deep a night and a day; he was 
exposed to perils of every kind; his life was spent in 
weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hun-
ger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness; 
and through his entire ministry, he always bore about 
in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus. 2 Cor. 11: 
23-27; 4:7-11.• Besides this, abundant and extraordi-
nary revelations were given to him, and wonderful mir-
acles were wrought through his instrumentality. 

But though t e had whereof to boast, he carefully re-
frained from doing it. The treasure committed to him 
he always distinguished from the earthen vessel that 
was the possessor of that treasure. He was conscious 
that wherein he differed from others, it was the gift of 
God that caused him to differ. He knew, also, that for 
all the light given be should one day have to render 
account. Whatever he possessed of divine grace he re-
ceived from Christ. He was  as a faint star compared 
to the brightness of the Sun of Righteousness. Christ 
could save sinners; Paul could not. Paul had himself 
needed pardon, and that pardon came to him through 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The excellencies of divine 
grace exhibited in the life and experience of Paul were 
as nothing compared to the life of Him through whom 
grace itself came to men. The sacrifice made by Paul, 
and the sufferings endured by him, were not worthy to 
be mentioned in connection with the sufferings and the 
sacrifice of the Son of God. 

2. Paul preached Christ to men. The unsearchable 
riches of Christ were the theme of his discourse. He 
had found the Saviour of men. He had learned that 
there was efficacy in his blood to take away sin. He 
had experienced the saving power of his gospel. He 
knew that the law of God justly condemned men to 
death. He had felt the power of that condemnation. 
He knew that Christ had made a sacrifice for sin such 
as the law could accept. He knew that there was no 
other such sacrifice. He had partaken of the saving 
power of Christ. He knew that God had made Him 
who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him. He knew that in 
Christ were hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowl-
edge. 2 Cor. 5:21; Col. 2:3. He well understood that 
the Father created all things by Jesus Christ, whether 
things in heaven or things in earth. Col. 1; Hrb. 1. 

He knew that Christ was the one of whom Moses in 
the law, and the prophets, did write; that he was the 
Alpha and the Omega of the Scriptures, the same yes- 
terday, and to-day, and forever; that he is the source 
of revelation and its central object; that he was the 
promised seed of the woman; the angel of the covenant 
that led the people by Moses; that his Spirit inspired 
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the ancient prophets; that his birth gave occasion to 
the triumphant song of the angels, "Glory to God in 
the highest;" that his life was an exact accomplish-
ment of everything commanded in the moral law; that 
his death was for our offenses, and his resurrection for 
our justification; and that he ministers in the heavenly 
sanctuary till his priesthood is finished; and that then, 
becoming king, he shall return in infinite glory to our 
earth, and, having made his people immortal, and con-
sumed his enemies, and cleansed the earth, he shall es-
tablish his throne and kingdom in this once revolted 
province, and reign gloricusly under the whole heaven 
forever and ever. 

The love of Christ constrained Paul. He had found 
salvation from sin. He saw the world under its power, 
and he longed to save others, or, rather, to lead others 
to Christ for salvation. He -could have made his min-
istry the occasion of preaching himself. He could have 
shown his own greatness, he could have proclaimed his 
own goodness, and made himself the prominent subject 
of his preaching. But he knew something that was in-
finitely better than this. He had Christ to preach, 
and this theme inspired his heart with such precious 
and ravishing thoughts that self was forgotten, and 
Christ was all in all. 

3. Our preaching should be like Paul's. Paul hid be-
hind Christ. If Paul did this, how ought we, who are 
not worthy to be compared with Paul, carefully to act 
according to the example which he has set us. Let 
Christ and the truth fill all the foreground. 'Let our-
selves, as the humble instruments through whom the 
truth is brought to perishing men, stand back out of 
sight. We have a message to men which is to deter-
mine their eternal destiny. If we make the delivery 
of this message the occasion of displaying self, it is the 
certain evidence that we have no just sense of the work 
we have undertaken. To form a just idea of the proper 
character of preaching, read the sermons of Christ;in 
the gospels and of the apostles in the Acts. When men 
heard those sermons, they did not go, away saying. 
"What a wonderful preacher! What a talented man! 
How eloquent was the speaker!" etc.; but they said, 
" Who then can be saved? " " Men and brethren, what 
shall we do? " 

It is generally a good test whether the preacher has 
preached Christ or preached himself, to, mark whether 
the impression made upon the hearers is made by the 
man or by his subject. If the subject is lost sight of in 
the man, then the discourse has been a failure; if the 
man is lost in the subject, then there is reason'to be-
lieve that the preacher sought the glory of his Master, 
and not his own. These are solemn thoughts. I fear 
that many preachers will be lost, not because they did 
not preach the truth, but because in doing it, they 
sought their own glory, and not that of Christ. The 
day of Judgment will reveal the motives of all hearts. 
No men will have a stricter account to render than 
ministers of the gospel. It will not be. merely asked, 
What have you done? but, What were your motives in 
doing what you did? Let us test ourselves in this most 
important matter now. 	 J. N. A. 

SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE. 
THE Annual Meeting of the Victoria Philosophical 

Institute of Great Britain took place at the House of 
the Society of Arts, London, on the 30th of June, the 
Right Hon. the Earl of Shaftesbury, K.G., in the chair. 
The meeting was very fully attended. Prior to the 
delivery of the address. "On the Credibility of the 
Supernatural," by the Right Hon. the Lord O'Neill, 
the honorary Secretary, Captain F. Petrie, read the 
report, from which it appeared that the total number 
of members was now upwards of nine hundred, a greater 
number than usual, especially of colonial supporters, 
having joined in the past year, during which papers 
and short communications written in furtherance of the 
Society's objects,—namely, the investigation of philo-
sophical and scientific questions. especially those said 
to militate against the truth of Revelation,—had been 
contributed by several leading men of science, includ-
ing his Grace the Duke of Argyll, K.G., F.R.S., Sir J. 
Fayrer, F.R.S., Professors Stokes, F.R.S., Boyd Daw-
kins, F.R S., J. W. Dawson, F.R.S., Nicholson, F.R.S.E., 
Balfour Stewart, F.R.S., Mr. J. Bateman, F.R.S., and 
other Fellows of the Royal Society, besides Professor 
Hughes, Dr. Rassam, and others. The report closed 
with a special tribute to the newspaper press. The 
treasurer's report showed that a considerable advance 
had been made by the Institute. Amongst the speak-
ers were Sir H. Barkly, K.C.B., G.C.M.G., F.R.S., Sir J. 
Fayrer, K.C.S.T., F.R.S., who strongly urged that the 
Society's mode of fully and impartially investigating 
scientific questions was of special importance; the 
Christian philosopher need never fear for the results of 
investigations so conducted, for the Books of Nature 
and Revelation had the same author, anti if the former 
were fairly and impartially inquired into, the result 
would not clash with the latter. Mr. J. E. Howard, 
F.R.S., Mr. A. McArthur, M.P., the Master of the 
Charterhouse, and others, having spoken, the meeting 
adjourned to the Museum, where refreshments were 
served. 

the Sizzionarp. 

SYSTEM. 
BY ELI). S. N. HASKELL. 

As this work increases, the necessity of carry-
ing out system is more and more apparent. One 
object of system is that there may be a unifor-
mity of action, and thus the burden of labor be 
equalized in all parts of the field, and also that 
all parts of the field may bring their united 
strength to bear at the same time and in the 
same manner. 

Our work is.an  aggressive one. It is to present 
the truth beyond our own limits. The field is 
the world. And the last message of mercy. must 
reach all that are in danger of the wrath of God, 
which is all mankind ; for all are embraced in 
the call, " Whosoever will, let him come." But 
to enter this work in a haphazard manner, with-
out any definite object before us, or without any 
definite plan to accomplish that olject, would be 
folly in the extreme. Our church• organization 
answers well its end. The spread of this truth 
has been, and must ever be, largely by .the scat-
tering of publications, and therefore a system 
must be adopted whereby the influence of each 
individual can be fell in the advancement of this 
work. Where the tract organization is carried 
out,-it answers the purpose well thus far. Those 
of the least influence, as well as those of groat 
influence, can unite their strength in such a man-
ner as to tell most effectually against the powers 
of Satan. 

Shall the system adopted have the hearty 
support of all the members of the Tract Societies 
in the country ? If so, the reporting system 
that pertains to each individual must be regarded. 
Will net every individual member a the Tract 
Societies feel a responsibility in this matter? 
Still greater moves are before us, and it is neces-
sary that we so educate ourselves that we can 
work together and in harmony, if we would se-
cure the blessing of God that will bring success. 

THE TRUE MISSIONARY SPIRIT. 
Ir I mistake not the calling of the true- mis-

sionary, Ms to do all the good lie can, as  a  will-
ing instrument in the hands' of .God in adminis-
tering to the spiritual wants of his fellow-crea-
tures, in preaching a crucified Saviour to.,a dying 
world; to herald forth the glad tidings of the 
speedy advent of the blessed Lord Jesus. The 
true missionary spirit is to love God with the 
whole heart, and our neighbor as ourselves. 
When we love God, we shall keep his command-
tnents ; for this is the love of God that we keep 
his commandments. When we love our neigh-
bors, we shall, at least, be willing to impart that 
knowledge unto them which is able to make 
them wise unto salvation. 

We want our hearts imbued with the true mis-
sionary spirit. We want to turn our back upon 
the world, and our face toward Mount•Zion. We 
want and must have our .works in conformity 
with the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
gospel is glad tidings of great joy, peace on 
earth, and good will towards all men. The mis-
sionary spirit is to declare these glad tidings to 
all men. Rev. 14 : 9-12, is a portion of these 
glad tidings. And it is the business of all true 
missionaries to raise an alarm, to cry aloud and 
spare not, to show their relatives, friends, and 
neighbors, their transgressions of God's holy law, 
place the pure, unadulterated truth in their hands, 
and strive, by love and good works, to lead 
them to Christ. The true missionary spirit is to 
visit every habitable part of the globe, and sound 
an alarm that will gather a people prepared to 
meet their Lord when he shall come to be glori-
fied in his saints. Jesus says, " Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to every crea-
ture." The missionary spirit is to carry this 
command into effect. 

There are thousands and thousands of precious 
souls who have not yet heard the sound of the 
third angel's message. And God wants reader 
and writer to be willing to bear 'these soul-stir-
ring truths to many people, and nations, and 
tongues, and kings. The honest-lrearted will 
read, heed, and be saved in God's everlasting 

; while the murmuring, doubting, unbe-
lievers, will be destroyed by the brightness of 
Christ's coming. Where is the Christian heart 
that can reflect unmoved upon the fact that in a 
few days millions of our fellow-creatures must  

stumble over the high ffiBithtains of darkness 
and be lost forever? Surely' no child of God can 
know this without feeling a strong desire to ex-
tend a helping hand, and exert himself as God's 
instrument in sending the advent message to the 
perishing sons and daughters of Adam. 

Again our Saviour says, " Ye are the light of 
the world." The missionary spirit is to let this 
light shine into every part of the world, driving 
away moral darkness and imparting the glorious 
light and liberty of the gospel. 

We find after our Saviour had commanded the• 
apostles to go into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature, it is said that they went 
forth and preached everywhere. This is precisely 
what the true missionary spirit aims at in this 
day and time. It is said in the same verse that 
the Lord worked with them. So he does at 
present. He works with his missionary servants. 
He is directing them by his Holy Spirit. Go 
back to the primitive believers and take them for 
an example in missionary labor. See how labo-
rious, persevering, and indefatigable, were God's 
dear people in visiting every nation, and kindred, 
and tribe of people, especially Paul the great 
apostle, or missionary to the Gentiles. The gos-
pel breathes the very spirit of benevolence and 
religious missionary effort, and the true mission-
ary spirit is the very spirit of the. gospel. 

M. WooD. 

NOT DOING WHAT WE MIGHT. 
AoAirl and again have these solemn words come 

home to my heart. The message does not say 
we have denied the truth and are living in open 
rebellion. It does not say we do not love it and 
are doing nothing. But who has put forth every 
effort in his power, and has done all he could ? 
My own heart shrinks at this question, and I turn 
the pages of my past life with weeping to find 
recorded on many, " nothing done " here, and on 
others, "not one-twentieth of what I might." 

It was not works to be wrought with human 
strength for which 'the Master called, but for 
moire of the agonizing spirit—for the love of God 
in the heart. 

Earnest appeals have been made. The Spirit 
of God hath spoken, and our condition is faithfully 
pointed out; but are we fully awake? He who 
said, " Go labor in my vineyard," as he sees care-
lessness in some, others burying their talent in 
the earth, and many more with an easy, satisfied 
spirit, says sadly, " You have not done one-twen-
tieth of what you might have done." 

Will those who have only partially done the 
work allotted in their gardens here be furnished 
with employment in the new-earth home ? Will 
he who " judgeth righteously" and giveth to 
" every man according as his work shall be," 
place starry crowns upon the heads, of any, saying, 
" They have not done one-twentieth of what they 
might." 

Do we shrink when we look at ourselves, and, 
like Peter, begin to sink? Then let us flee to the 
promises, " My grace is sufficient for thee; for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness; " " not by 
might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord; " " not that we are sufficient of ourselves, 
to think anything as of ourselves; but our suffi-
ciency. is of God ; " " ask, and it shall be given 
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto .you." Let us lay aside the 
blotted volume of our past lives, and begin anew 
to seek God. 

Nearer my Savour's side; 
Strength I have none; 

Therefore the Crucified, 
I'll trust alone. 

MARY MARTIN. 

AN OLD PILGRIM'S TESTIMONY. 
AN aged brother in Canada, writing to express 

his thanks for the SIGNS, and for the truth it con-
tains says 

father belonged to the Irish Episcopal 
church ; he believed in the millennial: reign of 
Jesus. He died in 1822. I was then in my 
'eleventh year. He said, though he would not 
live till Jesus would come, he believed some of 
his children would. 1 am yet in hope to see him 
come, though in my seventieth year. I was con-
verted before I was twenty. I bless God that I 
find the Saviour still precious ; and I bless his 
dear name that he gives me strength to keep all 
the commandments. I have trials and tempta-
tions, but, praise the Lord, he enables me to 
hold the fort.' " 	 . ss 



1 
2 

4 

P 

r 

a 

° 
0 .9? ,7 

• 
a 

0 

a 
&"a-

a 

g 

U 

9. 

• 9. 
No. 1..... ....  
" 2 	 
" 3... .. 

Agents 	 
Totals 	 

P 
AU 
E'S 
6;;;' 

0R 
1.T 

21 21 
3 15 

141 40 
81 9S 

246 

4 
4 
1 
1. 

8 
7 

.12 

214 69 10 21 
'ash Received. 

$ 8 00 $ 9 80 
2 00 	29 60 
6 50 36 30 
.... 	56 59 

$15 50 x$162.19 

F 
9. 

9' M . 

erq 

ua 
gal 

2827 
2916 
4993 
150 

10885 

g 
0.9 

$ d 50 
8 65 
6 00 

60 

$16 76 

•  
$25 05 
23 86 
24 10 
5 26 

$ 25 

70 
49 74 

No. 1.. 
2..  
3..  

Agents.. 

$79 25 260 69 Totals.. 1206 

16 
16 
28 
3 

63 

82 
7 

20 

0  

0 

a 

26 
44 
8 

104 

91 

5 
2 

• • 

12 

New Subscribers. 

;;; 
0 

: 5 
222 
357 
511 
118 

CALIFORNIA T. AND M. SOCIETY REPORT 
FOR THE QUARTER ENDING JUNE 30, 1881. 

ty 
a 

8' 
F 

N
o.
 

o
f M

em
b

ers. 

N
o
. R

e p
o
rts

 R
e- 

tu
rn

e
d

 	
 

N
o
.
 

o
f M

em
b e

rs 
A

d
d
ed

..
 

...... 

N
o
.
 

of  V
i sit s

 .... 	
,2  ''' ,'  ;..--, 	

g. .+  :, ,,t,  8
 7
 	

P
 

'  

N
o
,
 

of  
of  L

e
tt e

rs 	
I
 I--
 .

cn 	̀
°  •s' 

W
ritt en
.
 
.
 

. 

X 
clP 

am 
F 6., 

. 	f 

0 

88 
166 
179 
11 

166 
50 

108 
108 
10 
80 

O
th

e
r P

erio
d

- 
icals

 	
 

Instru
cto

r .
 

. 

G
ood H

ealt h
 	
 

I 

S
IG

N
S 	

 
I 	

•-o 	
g
 ‘a 

R
evie

w
 
	

ic 

No. 1 
2 

" 	3 
" 	4 
" 	5 
" 	6 
" 	7 
" 	8 
. 	g 

Ships. 

100 
96 
62 
14 

107 
23 

108 
66 
. 

42 
24 
:33 
6 

45 
15 
60 
81 

0 

' 1 

2 
3 

Total.. 676 i 246 6 526 1162 1.722 10 26 3 14 

6 
,F.. 

64  

• 
• 

. 	. • 

N
o
.
 

o
f
 P

ag
e
s
 of 

R
ead

in
g M

a
tter 

D
is
 rib

u
ted

..
.. 

C
 .
 

D
i strib

u
ted

 

A
n
n

u
als S

o
ld

 an
d
 

g
iv

e
n

 aw
ay

... . 

D
o
n
a
ti on

s
 t o

 
T

ract. F
u

n
d

 an
d
 

fo
r M

em
b
ersh

ip 

Cash Received. 

$2 
8 

. • 

P
erio

d
icals... 

T
o
t a

l
 	

 

14916 
10042 

• 10049 
1824 

23426 
10496 
70360 
13256 

37508 

No. 1.... 
" 	2.... 
" 	a ... 
" 	4.... 
" 	5.... 
.. 	6.... 
" 	7... ,  
.. 	8. 	.. " 	9.... 

Ships.... 

1386 
1055 
8783 

34 
2546 

728 
4883 
1555 

6154 

30 

11 
7 

179 

$  18 10 
29 45 
30 90 
8 80 

39 98 
8 40 

38 35 

$ 22 20 
23 07 
27 60 
5 00 

15 18 
14 85 
1 15 
3 45 

$ 65 65 
9 80 

38 80 
4 10 

80 20 
20 85 
.8 00 
29 90 

890 96 
62 32 
97 30 
17 40 

135 34 
44 10 
47 50 
32 45 

Total.... 191874 21124 227 8168 46 8112 50 8246 40 $527 36 

UPPER COLUMBIA T. AND M. SOCIETY. 
REPORT FOR QUARTER ENDING JUNE 30, 1881. 

AUGUST 4, 1881. 	 THE SIGN'S OF THE TIMES. 	 345 

TOBACCO AND SCHOLARSHIP. 
THE New York Tribune (daily), for May 4, 

1880, is responsible for the following significant 
statement:— 

"The anti-tobacco reformers may find encour-
agement to continue their crusade against the 
weed, in some statistics lately published concern-
ing smoking at Yale. Each class is graded in 
divisions according to scholarship, the best schol-
ars being in the first, and so on down to the fourth, 
where they are, in the slang of the campus, 'not 
too good' scholars, but ' just good enough' to 
keep hanging by the eyelids. In the Junior Class 
it was found that only 10 out of 40 in the first 
division were addicted to smoking; 18 out of 37 
in the second; 20 out of 27 in the third; and 22 
out of 26 in the fourth. The proportion of smok-
ers, it will be observed, increases in regular ratio 
with the falling off in scholarship. The obvious 
inference is that fumigation does not promote 
education." 

Parents, teachers, students, and all candid men 
who are tobacco users will do well to respect such 
facts. It is easy to turn away from them with a 
sneer, or to read them with indifference; but 
neither sneers nor indifference will change or avert 
the facts. When similar facts have been quoted 
as being shown by similar experiments in the 
schools of Europe, many men have affected to 
disbelieve them. " They were• too far away to be 
true." 

The above is too near home to be denied, and 
too important to be disregarded. That such facts 
are generally disregarded by those who are the 
victims of tobacco intoxication, is clear proof of 
the benumbing and blinding influence which the 
poison exerts on the mental faculties. It is equally 
well attested that the habit blunts the moral sense 
in a. similar way. Alcohol, tobacco, and opium 
all hold their victims by inducing the delusion 
that they are harmless, or at least are  necessary, 
and by blunting and benumbing the conscience 
that otherwise would rise up against them. In 
the opium habit, untruthfulness is a prominent 
symptom; in alcoholism, the characteristic symp-
tom is an unreliable excitability; in tobacco, a 
quiet, but growing indifference. 	• 

These delusions render the work of reform doubly 
difficult. Being unconscious of the injury which 
he is constantly receiving, or only partly con-
scious, the tobacco-user is likely to consider the 
one who urges the reform either as a personal 
enemy, whose words are to be resented, or as a 
mistaken fanatic, whose warnings aro to be dis- 
regarded, while he is pitied. The writer is not 
speaking wholly from theory. He remembers 
well when those who urged that he was doing a 
sinful thing in being constantly intoxicated with 
tobacco were deemed to be visionary and hyper-
religious. It took some months for the oft repeated 
truth to reach his smoke-befogged conscience, and 
awake it to a just conception of the case. It 
seemed preposterous that anything which gave 
so •much fancied comfort could be sinful. 

There are thousands of men who are on the 
same ground of hesitation and debate. They 
are weary of their slavery; ashamed of the habit 
as indecent, they wince under the expensiveness 
of a habit so much worse than useless, and yet 

CAL. STATE QUARTERLY MEETING. 
THE State quarterly meeting, was not held, as 

it was at a time when the directors of the districts 
could not well be present, and the sickriess of the 
Secretary made it impossible for her to attend to 
the business necessary to be done. The report 
for the last quarter does not show as great an 
amount of work done as that of the previous one. 
We find by looking over the mailing list of the 
SIGNS that the number taken in clubs has increased 
nearly three hundred during the last quarter, but 
the number of periodicals distributed as reported 
does not show a corresponding gain. 

We think there is a failure on the part of the 
members of the Society to report the labor per-
formed. The number of the SIGNS taken in clubs 
would be, for a quarter, 17,186 papers,  saying 
nothing of the clubs of the German paper taken, 
and other papers of foreign languages, besides 
the SIGNS, Review, Instructor, and Good Health 
taken by single subscriptions, many of which are 
used for missionary purposes. 

From the periodicals taken, at least 20,000 must 
have been distributed during the last quarter, 
besides the number in tile report of ship work. 
There is a falling off by the report, of 25,000 pages 
of reading matter distributed, and considerable in 
donations to the tract fund. Only about one-half 
the members of the Society have reported. 

We regret very much that we cannot have a 
report from every member, .of some labor per-
formed in a cause that is of so much importance 
as that in which we profess to believe. If we con-
tinue to do as we have done shall we hear the 
" Well done, good and faithful servant," from the 
lips of the Laster when he comes to reward the 
faithful? We are all members of a society organ-
ized for the purpose of extending the last message 
of warniHg and mercy to the world. Our names 
being on the list of membership will not alone an-
swer. The record of what we have sacrificed and 
the labor performed will be the only evidence of 
our faith in, and love for, the cause of present 
truth, that will appear in the books from which  

continue the indulgence, dallying with the temp-
tation, and growing weaker each day. The evi-
dence that the better judgment of men condemns 
the practice, is seen also in the fact that users 
generally advise boys and the uninitiated not to 
form the habit. "I wish I had never used it," 
is the common expression of the smoker, as he 
lights his cigar for a new indulgence, and of the 
chewer who empties his much-abused mouth, that 
he may testify against himself. That many use 
it, does not lesson the wrong; it rather widens 
the evil. A father may say every day, " I wish 
I could stop; I know 1 ought to;" but this does 
not keep the poison from his blood .and brain, nor 
prevent him from passing both the appetite and 
its deleterious effects down to his child by the 
law of transmission. Wishing for freedom does 
not bring it, and hoping does not manufacture 
moral stamina and backbone. 

Meanwhile, facts are accumulating which will 
not bo set aside. Germany forbids her boys under 
sixteen to smoke, under penalty, because it unfits 
them for military service. Paralysis, cancers, and 
sudden death bear testimony to the increase of 
the evil. We hope that there is some gain in the 
matter of reform, but the boys of to-day are sowing 
the seed of thorns, which will bring measureless 
evil to the coming generation. It is sad to know 
that we must wait in dumb endurance the growth 
and gathering of such harvests of mental and 
moral evil, when the grace of God and the clear 
grit of manhood doing what almost all acknowl-
edge ought to be, would soon give freedom.—A. H. 
Lewis, in Sabbath Recorder. 

WHO ARE SLAIN? 
CANON FARRAR tells of four hundred miners 

who were killed by an explosion of fire-damp, 
caused by a smoker, who opened his safety lamp 
to light his pipe.' To that pipe, he says, were 
sacrificed these precious lives. All England, he 
adds, is full of the fire-damp of intemperance, 
perilous and pestilential. The only safety is total 
abstinence. On the night of September 19, 1806, 
in the hospital ward of a Iiondon work-house, 
might have been seen the helpless, speechless 
form of a man who had been picked up in the 
street. As 'this dying man was unknown, an 
advertisement was inserted in the morning paper, 
stating that he was a tall gentleman, about forty-
five years of age, in blue coat and dark pants, 
with a gold watch in his pocket, a note-book 
written chiefly in Greek and Latin, and an alge-
braic calculation. He was soon identified as Prof. 
Porson, regarded by the universities as the finest 
classical scholar of the age. He was taken to his 
home and died in the prime of life, another victim 
of intoxicating drink. " Yea, many strong men 
have been slain by her!" Yet the witty poet, 
Dr. Holmes, has said it is " the drunkard's shallow 
skull " rather than the silver cup which is to be 
feared. But the men of largest brain and noblest 
culture have stink to the lowest level by first 
looking at the wine when red, touching and tast-
ing till self-control is lost. A single county in 
Texas in one year spends $3,000 for the support 
of the Gospel, $100,000 for tobacco, and $300,000 
for whisky.—SeL 

A YOUNG man named Charles Van Iderstein 
received word and money from his mother, in 
New Jersey, to come home, and accordingly made 
arrangements to start Monday morning. Last 
night he and four others hired a buggy for a ride. 
They were intoxicated, and the horses became un-
manageable and started to run away. Van Ider-
stein's foot caught 'in the step and the horses 
dragged him about four blocks, and then ran into 
the stable, the young man's head striking the door-
post with such force as to fracture his skull. He 
died in a few hours, and his body will be sent to 
his mother Monday morning. 

What comment can add force to the above? 
If liquor hurts only those who drink it, what is 
it hurts that disconsolate mother when she re-
ceives a corpse instead of a son?—Golden Censer. 

" WITHIN half a century," says Dr. Dio Lewis, 
"no young man addicted to the use of tobaceo 
has graduated at the head of his class in Hartford 
College, though five out of six of the students 
have used it. The chances, you see, were five 
in six that a smoker would graduate at the head 
of his class, if tobacco does no harm. But during 
half of a century not one victim of tobacco was 
able to come out ahead."—Letter on hygiene of the 
Brain, p. 208. 

we are to be judged. Shall we not.then be active 
members from this time forward? Let each one 
get a Member's Pass Book of the librarian, in 
which to keep an account of labor performed; 
then look over the list on the missionary report.  
blank and you will find under the headings some-
thing that you can do to fill it out; and then go to 
work, and with the blessing of God, our next re-
port will be larger than that of any previous quar-
ter, and we shall be blessed in trying to do our 
duty, and the cause of God will be advanced by 
souls being brought to the knowledge of his truth. 

M. C. ISRAEL, Vice Pres. T. and M. Society.' 

REPORT OF THE T. AND M. SOCIETY AT 
ST. CLAIR, NEVADA. 

NUMBER of members, 14 ; number of reports 
received, 12 ; letters written, 3 ; SIGNS taken in 
clubs, 10 ; new subscribers obtained for Sums, 7 ; 
subscribers for Review, 1 ;  pages tracts and pam-
phlets distributed, 1,152 ; periodicals distributed, 
558; cash received on periodicals, $12.60. 

WILLIAM HARMON, Director. 
J. W. ALLEN, Secretary. 

Zrinprriturc. 
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THE PIECE THAT WAS LOST. 
THERE was promise of, a capital hay-day; so 

Silas Rogers decided as he stood in the back 
porch after milking, polishing his face with a 
coarse towel and noting the weather signs be-
tween the rubs. A capital hay-day; but a "spell 
of weather" might bo expected soon; for did not 
the almanac say "About this time look out for 
storms ?" So all hands were warned to be in 
readiness to mow the lower intervale in the 
morning and lose no time in getting at it, for the 
intervale was swampy after a rain. 

The chores were done, the supper eaten; Silas, 
with his chair tilted against the wall, was sleep-
ing the sleep of the just, while his good wife pat-
tered about the kitchen setting her sponge, beat-
ing up some " riz griddle cakes" for breakfast, 
grinding the coffee, and, in a dozen provident 
ways, squeezing out of the tired day a little help 
for the morrow. Reuben went to the store for a 
new scythe snath; Abner, the hired man, hung 
over the barn-yard gate with his beloved pipe 
that tried the house-wife's soul, and pretty Mis-
tress Hetty wrinkled her forehead and pricked 
her fingers over the new dress she was trying to 
make in the few leisure minutes snatched from 
house-work. She made a charming picture in 
the frame of the vine-wreathed window, her 
sleeves still rolled up above her plump elbows, 
the bright hair drawn back from her rosy face 
which was turned full to the lamp as she threaded 
her needle, or paused to flirt some poor deluded 
moth away from the dangerous flame that fascin-
ated him. A charming picture,, but no ono to 
look at it; for the great Norway pine held up a 
screen of solid blackness between the window and 
the road, even if any belated traveler had chanced 
to pass that way, and only Betty's white cat crept 
stealthily along the top of the garden-fence with 
murderous designs upon an untimely brood of 
chipping birds in the current bushes. Only this 
—ah, beware, Mistress Hetty ! evil eyes are look-
ing at you; eyes from which even a heathen 
mother would cover your face with her hands, 
and breathe a prayer to break the unholy spell 
they might cast upon you—a woman's eyes peer-
ing from the thick jungle of lilacs and syringas so 
near it seems as it' Hetty must feel them. But 
Hefty feels nothing, sees nothing, but the trouble-
some' dress; and as the perplexing ruffles are 
conquered one by one her heart grows light, the 
little frown smoothes away, and Hetty begins to 
sing. What a sweet voice she has It reaches 
the tired mother's ear, and lightens her heart too. 
It wakens her father, and then lulls him pleas-
antly to sleep again. Now Abner hears it and 
draws his hickory shirt=sleeve across his eyes; 
and that watcher in the green tangle—who can 
guess what she thinks or feels as she sinks down 
with her chin upon her hands, and her face quite 
in the dark, and listened to the pathetic story of 
"The Ninety and Nine?" licitly herself is not 
half conscious of the pathos with which she be-
wails the lost one,,  

"Away on the mountains bleak and bare, 
Away from the tender Shepherd's care," 

And goes on through the tender story to the final 
rejoicing when the Shepherd brings back his own. 
She is still bumming it fitfully over and over 
when her mother opens the door of the keeping-
room and bids her go to bed, and•not ruin her 
eyes with sewing by lamp-light. 

"Just a minute," says Hetty, " as soon as I 
finish this sleeve." And the minutes glide on and 
on, the sleeve is finished, held up and admired, 
and Mistress Betty takes off her shoes and slips 
softly up-stairs to bed. She does not even close 
the window. What should come into the house 
unbidden, save the cat and the cool night-air? 
Everything is silent. The mother bird broods 
her little ones securely, unconscious of the cruel 
eyes near by, until Reuben comes whistling along 
the road, and, boy-like, stops to sby a stone at 
the tempting white mark on the garden fence; 
the prowler leaps away with long bounds over 
the wet grass, and a tragedy is averted with 
nothing to show for it but dirty tracks upon the 
piece of "factory " spread out to bleach. By and 
by there is a little stir in the lilac jungle; a 
woman comes cautiously out of her hiding, and 
steals away to the barn. The cows are lying 
here and there under the long shed, sleeping, 
perhaps, in a cow's uneasy fashion, but with a 
certain air of motherliness and content about 
them. They do not even wonder at the late corner 
as she threads her way among them, enters the 
barn, mounts the scaffold already filled with the 
sweet, new hay, and is soon asleep, hearing now 
and then a broken twitter from the restless swal-
lows ender the eaves, or perchance a faint, sweet 
voice singing, with lingering pity in its tone, 

"Sick, and wounded, and ready to die." 
Who can tell when the summer day begins? 

One instant a dusky silence, cool, moist, and fra-
grant, banging over the hills, the next a burst of 
song from some tree-top, caught up from a hun-
dred green coverts, swelled and repeated and 
prolonged in a mad chorus that presently settles 
again into silence. Then the slow stir of life 
awakening, the bustle among the poultry, the 
lowing of some impatient cow, or the steady 
sound of her companions nipping the short juicy 
grass, the unwilling creak of a rheumatic pump-
handle, and here and there the dull thud of an 
improvident ax preparing the kindlings for the 
kitchen fire. 

The day was well under way in Silas Roger's 
household before the majority of his neighbors 
had reached this point. The cows were milked 
and turned into the green lane to make their own 
way to the pasture, the steady "c-r-r-r-r" of the 
grindstone and the sharp ring of steel told that 
the moments before breakfast were being made 
the most of, and oven at the table there wore few 
words spoken, and no useless lingering. But 
after breakfast Silas Rogers took down the 
leather-covered Bible that had been his old 
mother's daily companion for eighty years, and 
all the family sat reverently down to worship. 
The golden moments might speed as they would, 
but no day in that household began without its 
portion from the Bible. It might have been a 
lingering recollection of lletty's song, it might 
have been one of those celestial providences which 
we call chance, which lead him to read from the 
gospels the story of the wandering sheep and the 
lost piece of silver. It is doubtful if any of them 
were very deeply touched by it. It was a famil-
iar story to the good wife, and she could not keep 
her thoughts from straying anxiously to the 
loaves rising perilously in the pans, while Hetty 
glanced at the clock and secretly hoped her father 
had not chanced upon a long chapter. The read-
ing came abruptly to an end with the heavenly 
rejoicing over one sinner that repenteth, and with 
an earnest though homely prayer the service was 
ended. Abner and Reuben almost stumbled over 
a woman sitting absorbed in the doorway. Silas 
looked at her but did not stay to question, and 
when they were gone she rose and said abruptly, 
" Will you give me some breakfast ? " 

Mrs. Rogers looked at her. She saw a tall and 
not uncomely woman of about thirty, but with 
something indefinably evil about her face. The 
hard mouth, the bold, defiant eyes repelled her, 
yet seemed at any instant they might break into 
scornful tears. 

"Who are you ?" asked the good wife, coming 
nearer with her pan of bread in her hand. Again 
the face lightened and darkened, grew hard then 
yielding, with the sudden declaration:— 

" I am the piece that was lost." 
Martha Rogers had not a particle of poetry in 

her nature, but she had the most profound rever-
ence for the Scripture, therefore the words both 
puzzled and shocked her. But she was not a 
woman to refuse bread to the hungry, so she 
placed food upon the table and motioned the 
woman to a chair, with a brief, " Set up and eat." 

All the time the woman was eating, and she 
did not hasten, her eyes followed the mistress 
and Hetty, until Martha Rogers grew nervous 
and sent Hetty to "red up the chambers." 

As soon as she was gone the woman turned 
abruptly from her breakfast. 

"Will you give me work to do ? " she demanded 
rather than asked. 

" Who are you?" asked Mrs. Rogers again, 
simply to gain time. 

" I thought you knew. I am Moll Pritchett; 
they have turned me out of my house; burned it 
over my head," and the eyes grew lurid with evil. 

" What can you do ?" asked Mrs. Rogers feebly. 
" Anything that a woman can do, or a man. I 

can work in the field with the best of them; I 
have done it many a time; but I should like to 
do what—to be like other women." 

" Are you a good woman ?" 
The question came straight and strong, without 

any faltering. She had heard of this Moll 
Prichett, a woman who lived alone in an old 
tumble-down hut below the saw-mill, and won a 
meager living by weaving rag-carpets, picking 
berries for sale, and it was suspected in less repu-
table ways; but Martha Rogers took no stock in 
idle rumors. If she had not divine compassion 
she had something very like divine justice, which 
is altogether a sweeter thing in its remembering 
of our frame than the tender mercies of the 
wicked. 

The woman looked at her curiously. At first 
with a mocking smile, then with a sullen, and at 
last with a defiant expression. 
. "Is it likely ?" she said fiercely. "A good 
woman ! How should I be a good woman ? I 
tell you I'm the piece that was lost,' and nobody 
ever looked for me. If I was a good woman do 
you suppose I should be where I be—only twenty-
eight years old, well and hearty, and every door 
in the world shut in my face? I tell you the 
man that wrote that story didn't know women; 
they don't hunt for the piece that's lost; they just 
let it go. There's enough on 'em that don't get 
lost." 

Poor Martha Rogers was sorely perplexed, all 
the more that her way had lain so smooth and 
plain before her that she might have walked in it 
blindfolded. If this was a lost piece of silver it 
was not she who lost it; but what if it were the 
Master's, precious to his heart, and a careless 
hand had dropped it, and left it to lie in the dust ? 
And what if he bade her seek it, and find it, for 
him? Should she dare refuse? On this very 
day, when she needed so sorely the help which 
she had looked for in vain, had not this woman 
been sent to her very door, and was it not a plain 
leading of Providence? It is a blessed thing for 
us that we are usually driven to act first and 
theorize afterward, even though the after-thought 
sometimes brings repentance. The bread was 
ready for the oven and the wood-box was empty. 

" You may fetch in some wood," said Martha 
Rogers, and the woman promptly obeyed, filling 
the box with one load of her sinewy arms, and 
then stood dumbly waiting. Hetty came into 
the kitchen and began to clear the table, but her 
mother took the dishes from her hands. 

"Go up stairs and fetch a big apron and one of 
your sweeping caps, and then you may get at 
your sewing and see if you can finish up your 
dress." 

Away went Hetty, her light heart bounding 
with the unexpected release. and her mother 
turned again to the woman, furnishing her with 
a coarse towel and sent her to the wash-house 
for a thorough purification. Half an hour after-
wards, with her hair hidden in the muslin cap, 
her whole figure enveloped in the clean calico 
apron, a comely woman was silently engaged in 
household tasks, doing her work with such rapid 
skill that the critical house-wife drew a sigh of 
relief. 

" There's a han'ful of towels and coarse clothes 
left from the ironing; you might put the irons on, 
Mary, and smooth 'em out." 

The woman turned a startled face upon her, 
and then went quickly for the clothes, but some-
thing—was it a tear ?—rolled down the swarthy 
cheek, and mingled with the bright drops she 
sprinkled over them. When had she ever been 
called Mary? When had she heard any name 
but Atoll ? Not since away among New Hamp-
shire hills a pale woman had laid her hand upon 
the tangled curls of her little daughter, and 
prayed that from the strange world to which she 
was speeding, she might be allowed to watch over 

DECREED. 
Irmo all lives some rain must fall, 

Into all eyes some teardrops start, 
Whether they fall as a gentle shower, 

Or fall like fire from an aching heart. 
Into all hearts some sorrow must creep, 

Into all souls some doubting come, 
Lashing the waves of life's great deep 

From the dimpling water to seething foam. 

Over all paths some clouds must lower, 
Under all feet some sharp thorns'spring, 

Tearing the flesh to bitter wounds, 
Or entering the heart with their bitter sting. 

Upon all sorrows rough winds must blow, 
Over all shoulders a cross be lain, 

Bowing the form in its lofty height 
Down to the dust in its cruel pain. 

Into all hands some duty thrust, 
Unto all arms some burdens given, 

Chrushing the heart with its dreary weight, 
Or lifting the soul from earth to heaven. 

Into all hearts and homes and lives, 
God's dear sunlight comes streaming down, 

Gilding the ruins of life's great plain, 
Weaving for all a golden crown. 
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these wayward feet lest they should go astray 
Had she watched? Did she know? Moll hoped 
not; it made her shudder to think of it. Wha 
would Heaven be worth if she could see and 
know ? and yet, what did she hear about joy in 
Heaven over one sinner that repented? If there 
was joy it must be that they knew; or perhaps 
only good news was carried there. 

That night Hetty sang again at her sewing by 
the lamp, and from the attic window, far above 
her bead, the wanderer leaned out in the dark to 
listen. The little chamber was bare of ornament; 
there was not a picture on the cleanly white-
washed walls, and the straight curtain was for 
decency,"not drapery; but it seemed to this lost 
one a very chamber of peace. The great Norway 
pine almost brushed her cheek with its 	s 

. 
plumes balmy with the moist night air; and a 
bird, hidden somewhere among its branches, sent 
out a startled, half-awake cry, and then dropped 
off to sleep again. There was a pale young moon 
low in the western sky, with black clouds scud-
ding across it, and the dull, steady sound of the 
river, pouring over the great dam in the valley, 
seemed to come nearer and nearer, like the tramp 
of feet. Martha Rogers went out to the milk-room 
and stood for a moment in the door, shading the 
flickering candle in her hand. She was only 
taking a house-wifely observation upon the gath-
ering storm, but it seemed to the wanderer that 
she might well be the women who had lighted a 
candle to search for the lost piece of silver, and 
with a dim comprehension of love on earth and 
joy in Heaven, she tried to pray, and fell asleep. 

Silas Rogers listened to the day's story as he 
sat mending a bit of harness with clumsy fingers. 
He may be forgiven if his thoughts sometimes 
wandered to the hay so fortunately secured from 
the storm, or ran over the grist to be sent to the 
mill in the morning if it proved a wet day, or 
speculated curiously on the superhuman knowl-
edge of almanac men; but, on the whole, he was 
tolerably attentive, and certainly grasped the 
idea that his wife had secured a valuable and 
much needed helper. 

" It seems a risk to run," said Martha, anxiously; 
and I don't know but it's presumptuous; there's 

Hetty, and there's Reuben—" 
"And there's the Lord," said Silas, stopping to 

open his knife. 
" Yes," said Martha, with a little start, " and I 

can't quite get rid of what she said about the 
piece that was lost; though, to be sure, the woman 
that lost it ought to hunt it." 

" She never does; folks are always losing things 
for somebody else to find; 'tain't many of 'em 
can say, those that thou hast given me have 1 
kept,' right straight along." 

" But if you lose your own piece looking after 
other folks's—" 

Silas cut off his waxed end and gave the har-
ness an experimental pull before he answered. 

" Well, there's risks, as you say, but I'd rather 
take a risk for the Lord than agin him." 

Martha Rogers took the risk for the Lord, and 
he abundantly justified and rewarded her faith. 
For the piece that was lost becomes my piece to 
the heart that finds it and lays it again in the 
Master's hand; and locking the story of the wan-
derer in her own breast it was only to the angels 
that she said, " Rejoice with me." 

And when, years afterward, the woman herself 
said, before the committee of the church, "1 am 
a woman over whom there is great joy in Heaven," 
there were not wanting those who thought she 
was presumptuously claiming to be a saint.— 
Emily Huntington Miller, in Christian Union. 

• 
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—Sixty-three persons in eleven fishing boats from 
the Shetland Islands, perished in a gale, recently. 

—The emigration returns from Bremen, show that 
77,303 persons left there for America, in the first half 
of 1881. 

—Prof. Eastman of the naval observatory, Washing-
ton. D. C., discovered another comet on the morning of 
July 25. 

—A lighted cigar stump thrown into a wheat field 
near Petaluma, Cal., recently, caused the loss of fifty 
acres of wheat. 

--The cotton crop for 1880 was fourteen and a half 
million acres, which yielded five million seven hundred 
thousand bales of cotton. 

—A chair of diplomacy has been established in 
Michigan University. Instruction in political economy 
and international law will be given by President An- 
gell. 

—Bishop E. 0. Haven, of the M. E. church has had 
a serious relapse, and is now lying dangerously ill at 
Salem, Oregon. His physicians think his recovery 
doubtful. 

—July 30, an explosion occurred in a distillery in 
Peoria, Ill., scalding sixty men, ten of them fatally. 
Unlike Samson, the number killed at the close of its 
existence was less than at any other time. 

—Midhat Pasha and the others convicted of the 
murder of the late Sultan, except the two actual assas-
sins and Izzet Pasha and Slyd Pasha, who wereitnpli-
cated in the crime have been exiled for life to El Hed-
jaz in Arabia. 

—A New Orleans dispatch says that the steamer 
Conde Brandon, loaded with railroad iron and supplies 
for the Northern Pacific Railway, sunk on Monday 
evening, July 25, near Cotton Point, and will, it is 
thought, prove a total loss. 

ITEMS OF NEWS. 

—Fresh outrages against the Jews in Prussia and 
Austria are reported. 

—Lieutenant Schwatka, the distinguished Arctic 
explorer is a teetotaler. 

—Justice Clifford, of the U. S. Supreme Court, died 
at Cornish, Maine, July 25. 

—From some unknown cause the fish in Donner Lake 
are dying in great numbers. 

—Hon. John J. Bagley, ex-Governor of Michigan, 
died in San Francisco, July 27. 

—The President's recovery is now considered by his 
physicians as absolutely certain. 

—The Governor of Arkansas has placed Perry county 
under martial law, because of desperadoes. 

A mother and six children living near Lacrosse, Wis., 
were carried away by the flood in a recent storm. 

—The Japanese Colony in Paris are about to have a 
pagoda built in which to perform their devotions. 

—The Deseret News, the Mormon paper at Salt Lake 
City, states that. the praying circle of the Mormon church 
is praying unceasingly for the death of President4Gar-
field. And this because in his inaugurahaddress the 
President condemned their vicious practices. 

—The Ameer of Afghanistan has been completely 
defeated by the forces under Ayoob Khan. The tele-
graph says the defeat of the Ameer of Afghanistan im-
plies the complete overthrow of the only remaining 
representative of British influence in Afghanistan. 

—The German Government quite recently informed 
the Russian Government, that another plot to assassin-
ate the Emperor was known to be on foot among the 
officers of the household, and reminded Russia that 
Germany bad vainly given a similar warning just be-
fore the explosion in the winter palace. 

—A dispatch from Tucson, Arizona, July 26, says;—
" A flood 6ccurred here this morning, doing many thou-
sands of dollars' worth of damage. Several houses were 
washed away. The mud roofs peculiar to this town, let 
the water through like sieves. Several wash-outs on 
the railroad are reported, and the trains neccessarily 
are considerably delayed." At Tombstone all the mill-
dams in the San Pedro river were carried away. Many 
miles of the Southern Pacific railroad have been washed 
out. 

—Lord Granville has stated to the French ambassa-
dor, that in view of the unquestioned incorporation of 
Tripoli in the Turkish Empire as well as its proximity 
to Egypt, the English Government could not regard 
any interference with it on the part of France in the 
same manner as they viewed the occurrence in Tunis. 
In return, the French foreign minister stated that 
France regarded Tripoli as an indisputable part of the 
Ottoman Empire and had no intention whatever of 
invading it. 

—Now that France has captured her treasure in 
Africa, the trouble is to hold it. A telegram from Tunis 
says that the Arabs can be seen within four miles of 
Tunis. Great alarm continues and many shops are 
closed. Crowds of fugitives are coming in from the 
direction where the Arabs have been seen. At Sfax 
the French are only masters of the ground they stand 
on. It is unsafe to venture outside of the gates. The 
French commander in Algeria sent a confidential re-
port to Paris that a serious insurrection might be ex-
pected to break out in September. 

—The Cardinal and Arch-bishop of Toledo and Pri-
mate of Spain, in his letter, read in every church of his 
diocese, has most violently attacked the Italian people 
and Government, including all the Catholics—even 
princes, statesmen, politicians, and journalists—urging 
them to combine, and if neccessary, use force of arms 
to restore the independence and temporal power of 
the Pope in Italy. The Italian Minister at Madrid 
immediately protested, and the Spanish Cabinet de-
clared that it severely blamed the Primate's language, 
and would cause a strong remonstrance to be made to 
him. 

—On a recent Sunday, at the church of the Immacu-
late Conception, in Oakland, Rev. Father King gave 
notice to his parishioners that he would deny absolution 
and admission to the Sunday-school to all the children 
of his parish who attended the public schools instead of 
the Roman Catholic school recently built upon the 
corner of Grove and Seventh streets. The announce-
ment has caused a considerable stir among the Catholics 
of Oakland, all of whom are sending their children to 
public schools. Father King says in explanation, that 
he is simply acting in accordance with the Pope's en-
cyclical letter. 
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Life of Wm. Miller, with portrait. This book gives inter-
esting sketches of the Christian life and public labors of this 
pioneer in the Advent movement in this country. 416 pp. $1.00 

Life of Elder Joseph Bates, relating his experience of 
twenty-five years on ship-board, with incidents of his rise from 
cabin-boy up to master and owner. The closing chapters relate 
to his labors in the ministry and in the cause of temperance 
and other moral reforms. Fine tint paper, 352 pp. 	$1.00 

Life Sketches of Elder James and Mrs. E. G. White. 
The early lives and Christian experiences of both are given in 
this volume. Their subsequent history is so connected with 
the cause, that this book gives an outline of the rise and progress 
of our people and our cause. $1.00 

With fine steel portraits of both. 	 1.04)  $1.25 
Thrilling Incidents in the political Life of Francesco Ur-

gos, while a soldier with Garibaldi, including his perilous escape 
from the tyrants of Rome, and his subsequent travels in Africa 
and Syria. 328 pp. 

The Biblical Institute. This work contains a synopsis of 
the lectures given at the Battle Creek College by Elder U. Smith,10  
and at Biblical Institutes. 352 pp. 	

$.0 
 

The Nature and Destiny of Man. By Elder U. Smith. 
This work treats on the great questions of the condition 
man in death, and his destiny beyond the resurrection. 356 
pp. 

The Spirit of Prophecy :  or, the Great Controversy be. 
tween Christ and his angels, and Satan and his angels, in four 
volumes. By Mrs. E. G. White. These volumes cover the time 
from the fall of Satan to the destruction of sin and sinners at 
the close of the one thousand years of Rev. 20. Each, 400 pp. 

Vol. I. Old Testament Facts to Christ. 
Vol. II. Life and Ministry of Christ. 	 $1.00 
Vol. III. The Death, Resurrection and Ascension of Christ, 

with the Lives of his Apostles. 	 $1.00 
Vol. IV. (In preparation.) 	 $1.00 
The Constitutional Amendment: A discussion between 

Elder W. H. Littlejohn and the editor of the Christian S1.0  ta;- 
man, on the Sabbath. 884 pp. 	 $1.00 

Spiritual Songs. A book of hymns and tunes. 537 hymns,.00  
147 tunes, 416 pp. 

Morocco, gilt. 	 $1.50 
The Song Anchor. A popular collection of songs for the 

Sabbath-school and praise service. 164 pp. 	85 cts. 
Bound in muslin. 	 50 eta. 
The Bible from Heaven. By Elder D. M. Canright. An 

argument to show that the Bible is not the work of men, but is 
in deed and in truth the work of God. 300 pp: 	80 eta. 

The Soul and the Resurrection, showing the Harmony 
of Science and the Bible on the Nature of the Soul and the 
Doctrine of the Resurrection. By J. U Kellogg, M. D. 75 cts. 

The United States in the ',ght of Prophecy : or, an 
exposition of Rev. 13 : 11-17 By Elder U. Smith. Dealing 
with our own land and aly,,iying to our time. Of surpassing 
interest to every American reader. 200 pp. 	40 eta.  

Thoughts on Baptism. By Elder J. H. Waggoner. The 
subject viewed in the light of the Bible and History. 188 pp. 

Bound in flexible cloth. 	 35 eta.  
Paper covers. 	 25 eta.  
A Word for the Sabbath; or false theories exposed.A 

poem, by Elder U. Smith. 60 pp. 	
3co eta. 

 
Glazed paper covers. 	 15 eta. 
Bible Lessons for Little Ones, No. 2. Flexible cloth. 

15 eta. 
Bound Volumes of Review and Herald. Each $3.00. 
The Youth's Instructor for 1879. Firmly bound. $1.00. 
Bible Lessons for Little Ones. A Sabbath-school book 

designed for th :se of beginners, and prepared with special 
regard for the wants of very young children. 

In flexible cloth, 84 pp. 
1015  eta.ets  In paper covers, 84 pp. 

Oems of Song. A vest-pocket song book containing1h5ynemsts.  
only. A choice collection. 98 pp., 119 hymns, bound in flexi-
ble cloth. 

In paper covers. 	 10 eta.  

TEMPERANCE TRACTS. 
TEN CENTS will secure a select package of stirring Temperance Tracts, 

containing one hundred pages of facts, figures and pointed argu-
ments against intemperance in all its forms. The following constitute 
the package : — 

Alcohol, What is HY—True Temperance.—Tobacco-Poisoning.—Tobacco-
Using a Cause of Disease.—Tobacco-Using a Relic of Barbarism.—Evil 
Effects of Tea and Coffee.—Ten Arguments for Tea and CoCce Answered. 
—The Cause and Cure of Intemperance.—The Drunkard's Arguments 
Answered.—Alcoholic Medication.—Principles of Health Reform. 

TwznT r-FIVE CENT PACKAGE. 
A larger package, costing 25 cents, contains 249 pages in eighteen 

tracts. In addition to the above eleven, it has the following Health and 
Temperance Tracts, which are larger:— 

Wine and the Bible.—Alcoholic Poison.—Moral and So".4a1 Effects of 
Alcohol.- -Pork; the Dangers of its Use.—Tea and Coffee.—Healthful 
Clothing.—Dyspepsia. 

ONE DOLLAR PACKAGE.—HEALTH BOOKS. 
In addition to the above, we will send the following valuable Health 

Books for one dollar:— 
Diphtheria (new edition :Bust rated), price 80 cents.—Healthful Cookery, 

25 cents.—Proper Diet for Man, 15 cents. 
Address, PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland. Cal. 



By J. E. WHITE. 
Acknow,e14ed by 

competent judges to be the best hook of the kind ever issued. The musts 
is new, by our beet authors. Pelee in board covers. 3..1 cents; $;.50 par 
dozen. 

SONG ANCHOR and Temperance and Gospel Songs. *Ines 
named hooks bound together. Hoard covers. 00 cents; II per..loam, 
Cloth, leather back, bond-bed red edge, bo ts. ;  ea per dozen. 

SONGS FOR CLASS AND SCF 00L,11Y.3i:,Z. Rei,o7n17:117: 
&Eli,. 	Pa3 C1)00, , teni:101,m and  I  beside. Nearly e,  toy p few is 
written al 8. is ly for tile bock by our b st &Ohms. A new ,ystem cif 
;rnaluct:on is into dues", which is inn aluable to 11 e new tea, her  As  well 
as to the old, as it :nape out the work for each lesson. alai tell. how to 
teach it. 1e0 rages. ?nee in beau' cove's, 36 cents; t2.tit per dozen. A 
liberal discount to teachers. 

Address, 	 PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal, 

Our Publications in Eng. lurid. 

ANY of the books, pamphlets and tracts issnr d at this Office 
may he obtained of EM. J. N. Loughborough, Ravenswood, 
Shirley Road, Southanipton, England, who will furnish cata-
logues and prices in English money, and receive subscription 
for all our periodicals. 

TEMPERANCE AND GOSPEL SONGS 
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OAKLAND. CAL., FIFTH-DAY, AUGUST 4,1881. 

CAMP-MEETINGS FOR 1881. 
Ortro, Plymouth, 	 August 10-16 
CANADA, Magog, P. Q., 	 " 10-16 
VERMONT, Morrisville, 	 " 18-23 
MAINE, 	 " 25-30 
ILLINOIS, Bloomington, 	Aug. 31 to Sept. 6 
NEW ENGLAND, 	 September 1-6 
NEW YORK AND PENNSYLVANIA, 	 9-19 
INDIANA, 	 " 21-27 
NEBRASKA, 	 " 21-27 
MICH IGAN, 	 Sept. 27 to Oct. 3 
MISSOURI, 	 di 44 44 14 61{ 

KENTUCKY, 	 October 5-11 
CALIFORNIA, 	 " 	6-18 
TEN NESSEE, 	 rr 	13-18 

   

CAMP-MEETING NOTICE. 
LAST year it was voted, on the Alameda camp-ground, 

that we have  a camp-meeting this year three weeks in 
length. \% e confidently believe that, if preparation 
bad been made for it, the brethren would willingly 
have remained on the ground a week longer. But the 
Committee do not feel authorized to appoint for so long 
a time without the present consent of the churches. 
Therefore all are requested to inform us, at this office. 
as soon as possible, of their will in the matter. It will 
be necessary to have it decided soon, that arrangements 
may be made in good season with the railroads, and 
in other particulars. 

Elder Ilaskell will be here to take charge of the 
meeting: and we think all who attended the meet-
ings at Healdsburg and Alameda will feel assured that 
he will arrange so as to keep up the interest of the 
meeting during the entire time for which they may see 
fit to appoint. Only make up your minds to attend 
the full time which may be appointed. We look for 
good things at this meeting. 

STATE OF THE CAUSE. 
HAVING had an opportunity to view the field quite 

largely on this side of the Rocky Mountains, we are 
prepared to give a favorable report. When Bro. Col-
cord went to the Upper Columbia there had been little 
or no labor bestowed there for some time, and it could 
not be expected that the cause would be in a flourish-
ing condition. But he has taken hold with a will; he 

has trained a goodly number into the missionary work; 
vigilant missionary societies have been and are being 
formed; the temperance work is carried on by the for-
mation of clubs; the Sabbath-school interest is not neg-
lected. And the brethren seem disposed to sustain 
their President in his efforts. They are doing well ac-
cording to the means which they possess. We only 
wish that they had facilities to occupy the field accord-
ing to the increase of population. May God help them 
to do with their might, and with all diligence, what 
they find to do. 

We have written somewhat fully of the North Pacific 
Conference. In their present condition they have an 
experimental work on their hands. We fully join with 
them in the wish that the arrangement made by the 
General Conference Committee under the advice of wis-
dom given from above had been carried out. We have 
great confidence in the integrity and love of the truth 
of those who are bearing the burdens in this Confer-
ence. And we shall ever remember with loving inter-
est the hand of young people with whom we became 
acquainted at Cornelius. If they retain their anxiety 
to work fur God, and wait upon him in humi4ity, the 
way will open before them. 

Bro. Healey r.splrts that they are not only likely to 
organize a church in Los Angeles, but to build a meet-
ing-house. Thi4, we hope, may be the beginning of a 
healthy and permanent work in Southern California. 
Bro. H. has had good workers to assist him, and there 
is reason to feel hopeful for that field, The last report 
from Bro. Briggs in the north is also favorable. 

The church in Oakland was re-districted immediately 
after the Alameda camp-meeting, since which time it 
has been steadily progressing. It is in better condition 
now than we ever saw it before. And the same may be 
said of the church in San Francisco. Two difficulties 
weighed down this church: a want of zeal on the part 
of most of those who might have been efficient workers, 
and a general indifference, or even opposition, to disci-
pline. But seeming at length to realize their condition, 
they have taken bold to right up wrongs and to disci- 

CONDITION OF THE EUROPEAN SUNDAY. 
Buo. W. M. JOES, of the Sabbath Memorial, London, 

can hardly be outdone in the way of giving a happy 
hit. Witness the following in the July number:— 

"A Clergyman in the United States writes to us for 
information respecting the condition of the European 
Sunday: We believe it is far from being healthy, and 
indeed its condition never has been entirely satisfactory. 
Doctors have for centuries frequently felt its pulse, 
but always with the same result—a shake of the head, 
and the forefinger of the right hand on the lips to in-
dicate silence. Some of the faculty have been so indis-
creet as to administer Scripture, but, as ought to have 
been expected, the patient has sensibly declined under 
that sort of treatment. Even the civil law has long 
since failed to revive its passire condition, and now 
flattering titles, human reason, and anecdotes, are tried, 
but all in vain. Nothing does Sunday so much good as 
a hard day's work. One item will serve  as  an illustra-
tion of what is going on: On that cold Sunday, the 
14th of January last, the skaters, sliders, and on-look-
ers, on the various waters, in the parks of London alone, 
numbered between 250.000 and 300,000." 

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 
PTELIBLED %FREELY, AT OAKLAND, OAL, FOR THB 

Missionary Society of Seventh-Day Adventists 

MAGNIFICENT PREMIUM OFFER. 

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES 

THE REVISED NEW TESTAMENT, 
This long-expected work is just published. It is the result 

of ten years of faithful labor by the most eminent B:blical s000ltrs of 
England and America. It is publish d in lour sizes, any of wkiob can 
be obtained, post-paid, at the prices named below, from 

PACIFIC PRESS, 
1050 Castro Street, 	 OAKLAND, Cal.  

ClotR, CLoimveP, red edgesr  
NONPAREIL, 32mo.—Paper $ 20 

	 .25 
French Morocco....  	.65 
Venitian Morocco 	 .80 

BREVIER, 16m,....—Cloth 	  60  
Morocco, gilt edges 	 1.10 
Turkey Mor0000, Limp 	 2.25 

LONG PRIMER, 8vo.—Cloth. 	  1.00 
Morocco 	   1.80 
Turkey Morocco 	 3.25 

PICA, DEBIT 8v0,—Cloth, bevel boards 	 2.75 
Turkey Morocco.... 	

 

10.507  
PICA, ROYAL 8vo.—Cloth, bey. boards, red edges. 4.00 

Turkey Morocco. 	 
Over 200,000 have already been sold. Every Bible student 

should have one. 

THE COMPARATIVE EDITION 
—OF THE— 

NEW TESTAMENT 
EMitRACING THE 

Revised and the Old or King James 'Versions, on 
Opposite and Corresponding Pages. 

8 7o. Long Primer, Price $1.50. 
16 mo, Brevier. Price 75 cts. 

Postage Paid. 
• 

AS THE CHANGES THAT HAVE BEEN MADE 
in the revision of the New Testament are now exciting a great 

MADE 
m 

 interest, and comparision between the New and Old Versions will be 
constantly made, we have secured a comparative edition containing the 
two versions arranged on opposite pages, so that the alterations can be 
seen at a glance. This arrang ment makes the work one of great popu-
lar value, as it does away with the neces•ity of using two books, and 
saves the time that would be occupied in seeking carresponding passages. 

ADDRFf P, PACIFIC PEFla S. la klitrid, Cal. 

COMPANION TO THE REVISED NEW TESTAMENT 
Explaining the Reasons for the Changes made in the Revised 

Edition, with 

Explanations to the Appendix of the Revised 
New Testament, 

Which contains the Changes Suggested by the American 
Committee but were not assented to by the English C, nunittee, 

Piper covers, 8vo., 21 cents. Cloth. 10mo., 75 cents. 
Address, 	 PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland. Cal, 

By J. E. Will I' E. For the Sabhath-wboof, Praise 
Service, and Fireside. 104 pages, on heavy, [lots 

ed paper. Pin e in hoard covers, 35 cents; $3.60 per dozen. Bound is 
cloth, 50 rents; $i, per dozen. 

pline wrong-doers, and the church has been revived and 
confidence restored as a consequence. We feel much 
encouraged for San Francisco. 

A feeling of some discouragement rested upon some 
of the churches who looked for labor with them, when 
they learned that Bro. Corliss was obliged to leave this 
state on account of the condition of his health. But 
Bro. Van Horn will spend some time here for the bene-
fit of his wife's health, and he and Bro. Israel expect 
to visit most of the churches before the camp meeting. 
We are looking for a good camp-meeting, and as we 
know of no difficulty now existing in the churches to 
hinder the work, we think we shall not be disappointed 
in the meeting. 

SMITH'S BIBLE DICTIONARY. 
IT is unfortunate for the reputation of this book that 

there are so many cheap copies in circulation. We se-
cured a copy of a good edition some years since, and 
never 'regretted the outlay. The " Pacific Press" has 
for sale Appleton's edition (1880), which we can rec-
ommend to students and ministers. Those who have 
found that the American Tract Society's Bible Dic-
tionary is too brief and incomplete to answer their pur-
pose, vyill do well to secure this. 

BISHOP HAVEN'S SICKNESS. 
THE sickness of Bishop E. 0. Haven, in Salem, Ore-

gon, has been announced in our news columns. He so 
far recovered as to be out of danger, to all appearance. 
But the latest intelligence before our going to press is 
of a relapse, and there are fears now that he will not 
recover. It is not alone in the church in which he 
holds the highest office that a deep anxiety is felt for 
the safety of the life of this eminent Christian edu-
cator. 

DEATH OF ELD. S. DAVISON. 
ELD. SAMUEL DAVISON died near Pardee, Kansas, 

June 5. He was born in England in 1802 ; united with 
the Baptist church at the age of 16, and early in life 
entered the ministry. He united with the Seventh-
day Baptists in New Jersey, in 1843. We shall never 
forget the impression made on our mind by his tract 
entitled, "The True Sabbath Embraced and Observed," 
which we received from Eld. 0. P. Hull on the occa_ 
sion of a visit to us soon after we commenced the obsery 
ante of the Sabbath, in 1853. Eld. Davison was a 
firm believer in the hope of life through Jesus and the 
resurrection. In his later years, he embraced certain 
views of the prophecies, which we could not endorse; 
but of his integrity and conscientious regard for the 
truth we think there could be no question. 

A twelve-pare Religious Family Paper, devoted to  a  diasisdon of 'be 
Prophecies, Sims of the Times, Second consimr of Christ. Harmoty 
she Lsw and G s 	with Departments devoted to Temperance, roe 
Come Circle, The Missionary Work, and the Sabbath.Sdhool 	 
Price Per Year,  	*2.011 
In clots, of 11, e or more copies to one address, to be need in Mis- 

sionary work - 	- 	- 	- 	- 	- 	• 	- 	- 	1.50 
Address, 	SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal 

RIP:MIK' AND IIRRALD, Battle Creek, ELDER J. N. LOR6HRORITI7OF Ravens. 
MS • . 	 wood, 'Shirley Road, Southampton, 

id  Ise KLIMA MATRA, Secretary N. E England. 
Tract Society, So Lancaster, Mass. MBA. A. P. Van Hoes, Beaverton, 0. 

GEIKIE'S LIFE OF CHRIST. 

Pr is the determination of the publishers of the SIGNS to increase their 
list of subscribers by several thousand names during the next few 
months. To accomplish this, the following very liberal offer is made: 
To each new subscriber to the SIGNS OF THE Timms we will give a copy of 
Cunningham Geikie's magnificently written and intensely interesting 
and instructive work, "The Life and Words of Christ,  a volume of 
over eight hundred pages. The charge for postage and wrap-
ping will be ten cents extra, making the cost of both Book and 
Paper only *2.10. 

THE "  Life and Words of Christ," by Cunningham Geikie, D. D., is 
widely known as one of the most interesting and helpful books pub-
lished. The author has not, like many other writers upon the Life of 
Christ, contented himself by giving the reader a running copimentary on 
the four Gospels, but has by c ear description of the country and people, 
and by a grouping of historical facts, given such an introduction as pre-
pares the mind to better understand the acts of Jesus. 

A great and noble work, rich in information, elegant and scholarly in 
style, earnestly devout in feeling.—London Literary World. 

A work of gigantic industry, of the highest literary rank, and breath-
ing the spirit. of true faith in C`hnst.—Dr. Delitzach, the Commentator. 

It seems to me among books a pearl of great price, and a man might 
well sell a thousand others to beoome possessor of this one.—Harriet 
Beecher Stowe. 

Will last when we have all passed away—is by far the best. —Rea C. H. 
Spurgeon. 

ikie is more careful and accurate, and he makes clear many points 
which require the aid of a painstaking worker line him/QC—S. g rilq148. 

This is a work of profound learning, and I  am not surprised at the 
great success which It has already attained. I would not willingly be 
without it.—The Arabic/top e/ York. 

Address, 	 "SIGNS OF TILE TIMEA4.,,  
Oakland. Cal. 
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