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GLOILYING IN THE CROSS. 

"IN the cross of Christ I glory," 
Knowing naught but his dear will; 

Praying ever, "Count me worthy 
Thy behests to swift fulfill." 

"In the cross of Christ I glory," 
Daily bending 'neath my own, 

Toiling on in glad subinis•ion, 
For he leaves me not alone. 

" In the cross of Christ I glory," 
Though the world looks on in scorn; 

What care I for "light afflictions"? 
Soon will dawn redemption's morn. 

If in Christ's dear cross we glory, 
His appearing we wilt love, 

Longing for the trumpet's sounding, 
That shall call us up above. 

--Mrs. M. Stratton Beers. 

6/rural 
The Right Use of Talents. 

BY MRS. E. G. WHITE. 

• A SHORT time before Jesus entered Gethsemane 
to bear the sins of the world, he gave the 
memorable discourse recorded in the 24th and 
25th chapters of Matthew, including the para-
ble of the talents, given in chap. 25 : 14-30. 
He was a partaker of our human nature, and 
was wearied with the work of the. day. The 
Pharisees had pressed him into speaking • on 
various subjects, while they watched his words, 
hoping to seize upon something whereby they 
might condemn him and vindicate themselves 
in their cruel purpose toward him; and he had 
exhausted his strength by prolonging his words 
of prediction and warning. His own words 
were, "I must work the works of him that sent 
me while it is day; the night cometh, when no 
man can work." 

The parable of the talents has a relation to 
that of the ten virgins, which preceded it. In 
the parhble of the virgins, Jesus had presented 
events connected with his second coming, show-
ing the duty of being in readiness, and waiting 
and watching for that great event; and in the 
parable of the talents he brought before his 
disciples in the most impressive manner the 
solemn, sacred duty of unselfish, vigilant labor 
in the cause of God. Jesus would teach us that 
it is not by a life of quiet, prayerful meditation 
alone that Christian character is perfected; 
something more is needed to give us a fitness 
for his second appearing. Neither does religion 
consist altogether in work; it is not necessary 
to be always busy, loaded down with cares and 
responsibilities, so that the cultivation of per-
sonal piety is neglected. Paul's exhortation to 
Timothy was to the point: " Take heed to thy-
self," and then "to the doctrine." Keep thyself 
in the love and fear of God, and then preach 
the word with all diligence. We are to be, "not  

slothful in business, fervent in spirit, serving the 
Lord." 

There are many whose religion consists in 
activities. They want to be engaged in, and 
have the credit of doing, some great work. while 
the little graces that go to make up a lovely 
Christian character are entirely overlooked. 
The busy, bustling service, which gives the 
impression that one is doing some wonderful 
work, is not acceptable to God. It is a Jehu 
spirit, which says, "Come, see my zeal for the 
Lord." It is gratifying to self; it feeds a self-
complacent -reeling; but all the while the soul 
may be defilkid with the phigae-spotalfif iinsub-
dued, uncontrolled selfishness. 

Jesus says, "I know thy works." It is in-
deed true that all our works are passing in 
review before God; then how careful should we 
be to have them such as will bear inspection,—
honest, pure, and holy. We should be partic-
ular in self-examination, making sure that we 
have the oil of grace in our vessel with our 
lamps. We should maintain a living connection 
with God, that no Satanic spirit may be allowed 
to have a moulding influence upon our experi-
ence and mar our work. The Christian must 
represent Jesus by both being good and doing 
good. Then there will be  to  fragrance about 
the life;  a loveliness of 'character, which will 
reveal the fact that ho is a child of God, an 
heir of Heaven. 

The soul must be surrendered to God, submit-
ted to be purified and made fit for the indwelling 
of his Holy Spirit. Unless the fountain be 
cleansed, the stream which issues from it will 
be impure; but if the fountain be pure, it can-
not send forth bitter water. It is by cultivating 
meekness and lowliness, by performing kindly, 
thoughtful acts for others when no human eye 
can see and no human praise stimulate, by hid-
ing self in Jesus, and letting his gentleness 
appear in the home-life, by exercising patience 
when provoked, giving a soft answer when 
tempted to be harsh, overbearing, and vindic-
tive, that we leave the unmistakable impression 
on the minds of our children that father and 
mother are Christians. To be a Christian is to 
be Christlike,—to learn of him daily, to work 
as he worked, to deny self as he denied him-
self. Jesus lived not to please himself, and his 
disciples must follow his example. 

To every one Jesus has left a work to do, 
there is no one who can plead that he is excused. 
Every Christian is to be a worker with Christ; 
but those to whom he has intrusted large means 
and abilities have the greater responsibilities, 
and Satan will tempt these in various ways to 
neglect their sacred trust. In the parable, 
Jesus carries his hearers forward to the general 
Judgment, when every man's case will 'be 
decided according to his faithfulness in the work 
left for him to do. Men are justified by faith, 
but judged and rewarded according to their 
works. 

The Master bestows his gifts according to the 
varied capacities of his servants. In the para-
ble we read: "Unto one he gave five talents, to 
another two, and to another one; to every man 
according to his several ability; and straight-
way took his journey." To every one of us is 
committed some talent to be improved by use. 
The goods of Heaven are intrusted to our 
keeping, not to be hoarded or idolized, but to 
be wisely employed in the service of Christ. 
We are to place the highest value upon the  

talents • committed to our trust, and to trade 
even with pence and farthings. Our oppor-
tunities may seem small; but if we are diligent, 
the blessing of God will rest on our efforts. 
He admits no idlers in his vineyard. All will 
be held responsible, from those in the highest 
positions to those in the most lowly; and of all 
ho expects returns corresponding to the gifts 
bestowed. 

Every man is responsible for the use he 
makes of his time, bis talents, and his posses-
sions; for they are not his own. In the parable 
we are represented as trading on borrowed 
capital. Our relation to God is that of b-or-
rowers; to our fellow-men, that of owners. 
God is the giver of all our benefits. Not only 
has he the right of ownership in ourselves and 
all that we have, but he alone can give wisdom 
to so guide us that we shall make no mistake 
in using our powers according to his purposes. 
Yet how few there are who consider that they 
must render an account to God for the use they 
make of every faculty. How often men act as 
though their time and their possessions were 
their own, to be used as best pleased themselves. 

No honest, faithful laborer will rest content 
while neglecting to use his tact, skill, and in-
ventive powers to advance the interests of his 
employer. If to successfully carry on . the 
various enterprises connected with worldly 
business, aptness, careful thought, education, 
and discipline are required, how much more 
essential that these qualities be used in the 
service of the Lord, in advancing his cause in 
the earth; and as the faculties are exercised in 
this direction, their power is increased, so that 
each succeeding day we shall be able to do 
better work for God and humanity. 

The power of speech is one of God's good 
gifts to man. In the day of final accounts, we 
shall find that the tongue was a power for 
good or a power for evil. It is often used in 
making hard speeches, in speaking words that 
descend like a desolating hail upon tender 
plants. There is much dishonesty, much ex-
aggeration, in the use of the tongue. All these 
things come under the head of idle words; and 
for every idle word that men utter, they must 
give an account at the bar of God. 

There are many whose conversation is apt 
and appropriate where their own interests are 
concerned, who never think of their obligation 
to use this precious talent in winning souls to 
Christ. But the power of speech is a sacred 
trust to be improved to exalt the plan of re-
demption and magnify ifs Author, to speak 
words of comfort to the discouraged and de-
sponding, to speak kind and pleasant words 
that shall be as a refreshing draught to those 
who are thirsting for sympathy and love. Our 
conversation should not be upon our own dis-
appointments and trials, but upon the love of 
Jesus and the better home hi Heaven. Dear 
reader, let your conversation be honest. Use 
sound speech which cannot be condemned, that 
it may minister g-race and knowledge to the 
hearer. 

The gift of writing is a talent from God; but 
in many cases this too has been perverted so 
that it has become an active agent in promot-
ing evil. Many who profess to be children of 
God write to their friends in an extravagant, 
jesting strain, perhaps even turning serious 
subjects into sport and ridicule. Every com-
munication is registered in Heaven; a copy is 

• 
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imprinted on the books above, with the result 
of these productions; and in the day of Judg-
ment, what shame will cover those who have 
written or spoken idle, mischievous words. 
But if the love of Jesus is in the heart, the let-
ters will breathe his spirit. Out of the treas-
ure-house of such a heart will be brought forth 
good, precious things, edifying the one with 
whom you communicate. 

The Master has given directions, "Occupy 
till I come." He is the great proprietor, and 
has a right to investigate every transaction, 
and approve or condemn; he has a right to re-
buke, to encourage, to counsel, or to expel. 
The Lord's work requires careful thought and 
the highest intellect. He will not inquire how 
successful you have been in gathering means to 
hoard, or that you may excel your neighbors in 
property, and gather attention to yourself' 
while excluding God from your hearts and 
homes. He will inquire, What have you done 
to advance my cause with the talents 1 lent 
you? What have you done for me in the per-
son of the poor, the afflicted, the orphan, and 
the; fatherless? I was sick, poor, hungry, and 
destitute of clothing; what did you do for me 
with my intrusted means? How was tl2 e time 
I lent you employed? How did you use your 
pen, your voice, your money, your influence? 
I made you the depositary of a precious trust 
by opening before you the thrilling truths her-
alding my second coming. What have you 
done with the light and knowledge I gave you 
to make men wise unto salvation? 

Our Lord has gone away to receive his king-
dom; but he will prepare mansions for us, and 
then will come to take us to himself. In his 
absence he has given us the privilege of being 
co-laborers with him in the work of preparing 
souls to enter those mansions of light and glory. 
It was not that we might lead a life of worldly 
pleasure and extravagance that he left the 
royal courts of Heaven, clothing his divinity 
.1.dith humanity, and becoming poor that we 
through his poverty might be made rich. He 
did this that we might follow his example of 
self-denial for others. 

Each one of us is building • upon the true 
foundation, wood, hay, and stubble, to be con-
sumed in the last great conflagration, and our 
life-work be lost, or we are building upon that 
foundation, gold, silver, and precious stones, 
which will never perish, but shine the brighter 
amid the devouring elements that will try 
every man's work. Any unfaithfulness in spir-
itual and eternal things here will result in loss 
throughout endless ages. Those who lead a 
Christless life, who exclude Jesus from heart, 
home, .and business, who leave him out of their 
counsels, and trust to their own heart, and rely 
on their own judgment, are unfaithful servants, 
and will receive the reward which their works 
have merited. 

At his coming the Master will call his serv-
ants, and reckon with them. The parable cer-
tainly teaches that good works will be re-
warded according to the motive that prompted 
them; that skill and intellect used in the serv-
ice of God will prove a success, and will be re-
warded according to the fidelity of the worker. 
Those who have had an eye single to the glory 
of God will have the richest reward. Selfish-
ness, indolence, worldliness, pride, covetousness, 
and human ambition will appear in their true 
and hateful character, as the works of Satan; 
while every work done from love to Jesus, with 
a sincere desire to glorify him, will appear as 
the height of human excellence and wisdom. 

With the consciousness that they have done 
only their duty, and merit no reward, the 
faithful stewards will present the talents they 
have gained through use. They bring sheaves. 
With their money and talents they have been 
instrumental in bringing honor to Jesus; 
through his blessing attending their efforts, 
they have been able to benefit others. They 
present to their Lord both principal and inter- 

est; but it is with a sense of humility. An 
eternal weight of glory is awarded them; but 
they receive it as a free gift. 

But to those who hide their Lord's talents in 
the earth, Jesus will say, " Out of thine own 
mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked servant. 
. . . Wherefore gayest not thou my money 
into the bank, that at my coming I might have 
required mine own with usury? And he said 
unto them that stood by, Take from him the 
pound, and give it to him that bath ten 
pounds." 

Take from him the opportunities for useful-
ness which he has failed to improve. I have 
no confidence in him; be will not do faithful 
work for me. He has misused my gifts, per-
verted my talents. Had he traded in my in-
terest upon the capital I intrusted to him, be 
would now reap eternal life; but he has lived 
selfishly; his life-work has been a failure. And 
now he comes unrolling a napkin, and telling 
me I have my own. He brings no interest. 
Take the talent from him, for he is no longer 
worthy of it, and give it to him that has ten 
talents; for to him that bath shall be given, 
and from hkn that has no returns to make, 
even that which I intrusted to him shall be 
taken away. And he shall suffer eternal loss. 
"Cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer 
darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth." 

I present these thoughts before the laymen 
in the church, that they may awaken to a sense 
of their responsibility. What are you doing, 
dear reader, with your intrusted talents? If 
you are burying them in the world, do so no 
longer. Work for Jesus; put your entire in-
terest into his cause. Self-flattery and self-de-
ception would make you believe that you are 
doing about right; but bow does your life com-
pare with that of Jesus when he was in this 
world? Jesus has done everything for you; he 
withheld not even himself. Now show zeal and 
earnestness in putting all your powers to work 
for him, and you will receive as your reward 
the gift of eternal life. 

An Epidemic of Crime. 

Ix spite of statistics proving the general 
moral improvement of the race—and especially 
in our own country—it is unquestionable that 
crime is just now assuming alarming propor-
tions. In England, out of every 10,000 deaths, 
about seven are the results of violence; in Ire-
land and France the ratio is a little more than 
eight out of 10,000; while just now in the United 
States the figures are increased to 21—a pro-
portion more terrible than that of any civilized 
country, with the exception of Italy and Spain. 
In the State of New Jersey within the last two 
years the number of criminals increased 300 
per cent. Increase of crime can only be occa-
sioned by a lowering of the standard of morality. 

In the popular admiration of colossal crimi-
nals, in the mawkish sentimentality of the 
kindly simpletons who do all that can be done 
to dull the edge of the law in the case of almost 
every desperate criminal, in the rash use of the 
pardoning power, in the ostracism of discharged 
convicts, and the trashy literature of the day, 
we find the most direct causes. This last point 
especially should have the attention of every 
lover of' his race. Epidemics of crime follow 
vivid descriptions of•brutality.—N. Y. Christian 
Advocate. 

WE cast not water on the branches of a tree, 
but on the root. So strengthen faith. We 
strengthen love, and hope, and all, if we 
strengthen faith and assurance of God's love in 
Christ. 

HUMILITY is die source of all true greatness; 
pride is ever impatient, ready to be offended. 
Ire who thinks nothing is due to him never 
thinks himself ill-treated. 

Business. 

Br the term business is usually meant one's 
principal occupation, especially that which he 
does for pecuniary gain. An individual may, if 
e can afford it, busy himself personally in 

t veling, in amusement, or study, or industrial 
xperiments, while that by which he is princi-

pally maintained may be conducted by others. 
Yet that upon which he depends for support or 
increase of wealth is called his business. In 
common parlance, when a person does anything 
particularly shrewd, by which it is clear that 
he is to be gainer in any way, it is said, " That's 
business." 

Again, when one neglects a good opportunity 
for legitimate gain, especially when the matter 
has been deliberately considered and under-
stood, he is unhesitatingly declared to be lacking 
in business qualifications. Nor is he supposed 
to possess a keen business foresight, who only 
sees results from day to day. The largest fort-
unes have been secured by investments that 
were not expected• to pay returns for a consid-
erable length of time; investments, too, that 
would need to be supplemented by hard toil and 
the sacrifice of even necessary comforts. Al-
most every one who has built up a fortune from 
a small beginning can recall more or less of this 
kind of experience. Those who have grown 
up to affluence in new countries, will especially 
recognize this truth. 

Then, from the world's standpoint—a position 
from which even the natural eye can behold—
arises the conclusion that the shrewd business 
man is he who invests in that legitimate enter-
prise which insures the largest and most dura-
ble return. All will agree that a man's most 
important interest is that which will serve him 
longest and best; therefore that interest, what-
ever it might be, would engage the attention 
and means of the really shrewd business man. 
And this brings before int the subject of religion 
as •a business. 

The world has always made a great mistake 
in supposing that business is one thing and re-
ligion another. If' such be the case, there must 
necessarily be a conflict, and no man can main-
tain two conflicting interests any more than he 
can serve two masters. Remember that legiti-
mate business is not a service of mammon; it is 
labor for gain. Outwardly at least, the world 
has subcribed to the business motto, " Honesty 
is the best policy;" as a matter of fact, no man 
can be deemed truly honest who does not begin 
with honesty to his Creator—his heavenly 
Father, from whom cometh " every good and 
perfect gift." 

The Saviour of the world was a business 
' man. He came as a special agent of his Father, 
and was found attending to his business at the 
early age of twelve years. See Luke 2 : 49. 

1 The Father had planted a vineyard, and let it 
out to hi sbandmen who had refused to make 
returns when called upon by authorized collect-
ors, and finally the Son came to attend to the 

! business. See Matt. 21. He did a trading 
business also, and when he went away to get. 
for himself a kingdom, he left this business in 
the hands of his servants; furthermore, when 
he returns he will demand a strict account from 
every one. See Luke 19. And he inaugurated 

, a building enterprise—a great church building 
—which was left in the hands of his workmen. 
In this also he requires scrupulous exactness in 
every detail. 

The great Teacher introduced business policy 
as a part of the course of study of his pupils. 
In setting forth the advantages of his kingdom, 
and how to secure wealth therein, he did it in a 
business manner. He gave advice how to in-
vest here to that end, showing that our stand-
ing there would depend upon our business policy 
here. We must lay up in this life the treasure 
we would enjoy in the kingdom of Heaven. 
The laying up, means investment in the things 
that will pass over into that kingdom, for moth, 



Popery and Death. 

NAPLES is the see of a Roman Catholic arch-
bishop, who is always a cardinal. It has forty-
seven parishes, with 257 Romanist churches, 
and fifty-seven Romanist chapels. In the 
Cathedral of St. Januarius, iu a silver taberna-
cle behind the high altar of its chapel, del Tes-
oro, are preserved two phials said to be partly 
filled with the blood of that saint. His heart 
is also said to be preserved there. Twice each 
year, on May 1, and September 19, the dry 
blood in those phials, being placed within sight 
of that heart, is  said to liquify, bubble, and 
boil—in connection with festivities which ex-
tend over a whole week. Of the monasteries, 
nunneries, and the like, which used to abound, 
as many as thirteen survived the suppression 
of 1868, and are in full operation still. From 
the days of its very beginning, Romanism has 
had everything its own way here; and if it 
contain within itself' the power of educating, 
uplifting, civilizing, enriching, and making a 
nation clean, pure, industrious, intelligent, de-
vout, with equal rights and abundant privileges, 
the papacy has no excuse for not having made 
Naples all this; Naples has no excuse for not 
having been made all this, and more, by the 
papacy. Upon its 411 square miles Naples now 
contains nearly or quite a million of people. 
Hundreds of thousands of that number can 
neither read nor write. The Bassi, where the 
poorer classes reside, is in, a dirty—in fact an 
absolutely fetid—state; the hovels have neither 
windows nor water-closets, and are without 
means of ingress or ventilation except the hole 
known as the door. And the namber of incor-
rigible mendicants, in all stages of filth—ver-
min-swarming, blear-eyed, noisome, and dis-
gusting—seems to be innumerable, and, to one 
who has never before seen what Romanism can 
do in these respects for its populaces in this 
life, incredible. 
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and rust, and thieves will destroy all temporal 
accumulations. 

A parable has been left on record which aptly 
illustrates the business policy inculcated by the 
Master. "The ground of a certain rich man 
brought forth plentifully; and he thought within 
himself, saying, What shall 1 do, because I have 
no room where to bestow my fruits? And he 
said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns 
and build greater, and there will I bestow all 
my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my 
soul, Soul, thou bast much goods laid up for 
many *years; take thine ease. eat, drink, and be 
merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this 
night thy soul shall be required of thee; then 
whose shall those things be which thou hast 
provided ?'' Matt. 12 : 16-20. " So is he that 
layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich 
toward God." Verse 21. 

Then in the end it will be demonstrated that 
he who has ignored religion (the Lord's finan-
cial policy) in this life, has simply been a fool. 
This is not a very high compliment to the busi-
ness sagaci ty of one who might suppose himself 
eminently successful; but it is the estimate 
placed upon such a course by the wisdom of 
Heaven. But what is there within the proper 
desire of man that Christianity will not furnish? 
Do you want land? Be a Christian. True you 
will be only a sojourning emigrant now, while 
for a short time you pass over desert wastes en 
route  to the better land, where "They shall not 
build and anotherinhabit," "and the inhabitant 
shall not. say I-am sick;" for "the meek shall 
inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves 
in the abundance of peace." Do you seek a 
fine residence? Be a Christian. There is a 
mansion prepared for you in • the New Jerusa-
lem, a city of pure gold. Do you seek honor? 
Be a Christian. The Lord of all the earth has 
promised (and his promises never fail) that "To 
him that overcometh will I grant to sit with 
me in my throne." Rev. 3 : 21. Do you desire 
wealth ? Be a Christian. "He that overcom-
eth shall inherit all things." There were great 
and precious promises made to Abraham which 
he is yet to realize, and "they that are Christ's 
are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 
promise." Gal. 3 : 29. Do you seek wisdom? 
"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis-
dom; a good understanding have all they that 
do his commandments." Ps. 111 :10. "If  any 
of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth not. 
and it shall be given him. But let him ask in 
faith, nothing wavering." Jas. 1 : 5, 6. Seek 
wisdom in "the holy Scriptures, which are able 
to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus." 2 Tim. 3 : 15. Do 
you seek long life? Be a Christian. " For God 
so loved the world that he gave his only begot-
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life." John 
3 : 16. "If thou wilt enter into life, keep the 
commandments." Matt. 19 :17. On every ac-
count, the religion of Jesus Christ is the only 
true business policy. 

" Religion is the chief concern 
Of mortals here below." 

W. N. GLENN. 

"Tux object of a sermon, it has been said, is 
to inform and inflame. It should in every in-
stance afford help to a better knowledge of the 
Bible—it should furnish abundant matter for 
purifying and elevating the hearer's conception 
of Christian life—it should feed the thought, as 
well as win the hearts of the people." 

CHRISTIANITY  means to the merchant that he 
should be honest; to the judge it means that ho 
should be just; to the servant, that he should 
be faithful; to the school-boy, that he should be 
diligent; to the street-sweeper, that he should 
sweep clean; to every worker, that his work 
shall be well done.—Sel. 

Memorizing Scripture. 

IT is to be deplored that in the modern 
methods of work in the church, and particularly 
in the Sunday-school department., so little stress 
is laid upon the old-time custom of memorizing 
the Scripture verses. After all the explanation 
and teaching of the Scripture in our times, 
afforded by the numerous "lesson helps," there 
is still a sad lack of familiarity with some of 
the plainest, most common, and yet most 
important Scripture passages. In our hasty 
adoption of new methods in preference to the 
old, with a view to more rapid improvement, 
and more practical efficiency in the Lord's 
service, we sometimes improve backward. I 
have great praise for our modern " lesson 
system," if only it included some plan or in-
ducement by which more of the precious word 
itself would be actually memorized. The mod-
em idea is: Get the thought-meaning of the 
Bible; not so much the "letter" as the "spirit." 
But we must not forget that a non-acquaintance 
with the "letter" often leads to a misinterpre-
tation of the "spirit." And further, we must 
not forget that nothing is so potent to meet the 
scoffs of infidelity, blunt the sword of unbelief, 
or "ward off the fiery darts of the wicked one," 
as the simple word itself. We may even he 
unable to  sound the full meaning of a passage, 
and if' we are able to repeat it in the right place 
and time, yet be able to do great execution 
with it.  We cannot become too familiar with 
Scripture phrase. If' we are to be "mighty in 
the Scriptures," the thousand warnings and the 
"exceeding great and precious promises" should 
be at the very tongue's end, ready at any mo-
ment to become a sword in the hand of the 
Christian, by which to slay sin. Scripture 
verses should become the language of the heart, 
so that -out of its fullness the mouth" might 
declare the word of the Lord.—Evangelical 
Messenger. 

To this prepared, congenial, and welcbming 
spot the cholera has come, as it came in 1837 
and 1854 and 1865 and 1866 and 1867; as the 
plague came in 1340 and 1348 and 1537, and we 
do not rethember how many times since, down 
to the first quarter even of the present century. 
Having learned nothing from the past, there 
has been little intelligence for the present, and 
while priests, physicians, and nurses have 
abounded, the  beau monde has fled, and the ig-
norant multitude have become almost delirious 
with fright; and have refused to take the pre-
scribed medicines, under the wild notion that 
the doctors were in league to poison them; 
while the church, instead of heading a move-
ment for the cleaning out of those human sta-
bles, for disinfecting the city, intelligently car-
ing for the living and burying the dead, devotes 
itself to processions,  misereres, and mummeries, 
while corpses are hustled into sacks—no time 
f'or coffins—and pitched into yawning pits. 

The king has done nobly, but what is he 
among so many. A lady writes, but a few 
days ago: "I  went out to buy  a dress. Met 
six processions of women (I have since heard' 
that they were of the worst class) with their 
hair hanging down their backs, chanting in 
hoarse and tuneless voices horrible dirges for 
the dead. Men accompanied them with plates, 
asking alms and insulting those who refused to 
give." 

And this is the civilization and the humanity 
and the refinement, resulting under the most 
favorable circumstances from the labor and 
influence of what is claimed to have been an 
uninterrupted succession of popes, to  the num-
ber of 283 from the time of Linus to that of 
Leo XIII.; in a place where for from fifteen to 
eighteen centuries it has had full scope to illus-
trate its beneficence for man.—Congregation-
alist. 

The Wisdom of Solomon. 

SoLomoN showed his wisdom in the methods 
of instruction which he adopted. We are so 
constituted that the reception of the truth de-
pends very much upon its presentation. The 
wise teacher will seek out "acceptable  words," 
that is, the most apt and, as we say, the most 
telling words. In Solomon's case, this was the 
form of proverbs. He studied the form as well 
as the substance of his teachings. lie "gave 
good heed." He "sought out and set in order 
many proverbs." By this I understand that he 
brought out of his treasure things both new 
and old. He drew upon the wisdom of the 
ancients for their most vital and pithy sayings, 
and he strove to give snap and exactness to his 
own. 

I would that we were more like Asiatics in 
one respect—more silent and thoughtful in our 
ordinary life, and more concise and to the point 
when we speak. It was this that made them 
love proverbs, which are the current coin of 
wisdom, compact and portable, and bearing their 
value on their face. Men still, and everywhere, 
love condensed and comprehensive language. 
Our literature grows richer every day in words 
and phrases which are lightning gleams, as brief 
and as luminous. We have still Luther-words, 
which are " half-battles." 

And herein Solomon was a model for  all 
teachers who would be wise to win souls. They 
will "still teach the people knowledge." They 
will instruct them in the great principles of truth, 
as well as exhort them to duty. They will 
be anxious to have them grow in knowledge as 
well as in grace. The preacher will recognize 
it as his paramount commission to "teach" 
the nations. His word is to be profitable not 
only for "correction and reproof," but for "doc-
trine and instruction." It is the " wisdom " of 
God, before it becomes the "power of God unto 
salvation."—Rev.  F. N. Zabriskie. 

"THE gift of God is eternal life." Rom. 6 : 
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Profession and Zeal Not True Piety. 

PeosPEssmis of religion does not constitute 
true piety, and zeal is oil en only a cloak hiding 
even from the individual himself' the deformity 
and corruption of his own heart. The great 
Teacher said, "Not every one that Saab unto 
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom 
of Heaven; but he that doeth the will of my 
Father which is in Heaven." Matt. 7 : 21. 

The gospel history abounds in instances in 
which the Jews manifested a zeal for God, and 
for his law, which under some circumstances 
would have indicated that they were indeed 
his children; but inasmuch as they were pro-
fessing obedience without yielding it, and as-
cribing glory to the Father, while they were 
rejecting the Son, their professions of piety 
only served to brand them as hypocrites; and 
the term "Pharisaical" is now everywhere 
used as a synonym for spiritual pride, formal-
ism, and hypocrisy. That this is a just esti-
mate of their character, is evidenced by the 
fact that even while they were professing the 
greatest love for God, they were making void 
his law through human traditions (Mark 7: 
6-13); and, worse still, while ,falsely accusing 
the Saviour of breaking the fourth command-
ment, they themselves were plotting to take 
away his life, in direct violation of the sixth. 
Under such circumstances, their professions of 
love and pretensions to obedience must have 
been even more displeasing to God than open 
rebellion. 

Yet no doubt many of those Jews were 
honest—honest because ignorant (Acts 3:17)—
and verily thought that they were doing God 
service; and, like Paul (Acts 26 : 9), felt. that 
they "ought to do many things contrary to 
the name of Jesus of Nazareth." But igno-
rance did not excuse them; they were none the 
less "the betrayers and murderers" (Acts 7:52) 
of the Son of God, because they did not know 
that he was indeed the Christ; for they might 
have known. The difficulty was not in the 
insufficiency of the evidence of the Saviour's 
divinity, but in their own moral condition. As 
has been truthfully remarked, "Ignorance [in 
matters of' religion] is the result of wicked-
ness." Their minds were so darkened by love 
of the world, and their hearts so hardened by 
spiritual pride, that they were incapable of 
seeing in the life and character, of Jesus the 
fulfillment of the prophecies relative to the 
Messiah. Such was their condition that the 
Saviour said of them: "And this is the con-
demnation, that light is come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather than light, be-
cause their deeds were evil. For every one 
that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh 
to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved." 
John 3 : 19. 

They did not feel their need of the light, for 
they were righteous in their own eyes; their 
selfishness bid from them the evil of those 
things which they loved. Many of them, doubt-
less, reasoned that their fathers were men ap-
proved of God, and as they were observing the 
customs and traditions of their fathers, they 
had no need that any man should teach them. 
Instead of receiving the plain testimonies of 
the word of God, they made their own prac- 

• tiees and traditions the standard by which to 
test the teachings of Him who spake as never 
man spake; and because his words condemned 
thorn, they turned away from the light which 
would have enabled them to see and correct 
their errors. 

But even while rejecting the Saviour, and 
turning away from the truth, the .proud phari-
see was careful to observe all the forms of his 
religion; the more dense his moral darkness, 
the longer grew his prayers, and the more 
demonstrative his greetings in the markets; 
the less he enjoyed of true religion and Om-
mullion with God, the more did he seek the 
favor of men; and the more he was praised  

and flattered by his fellows, the stronger grew 
his self-deception, until he was utterly in-
capable of seeing any good beyond or outside 
of that which lie imagined that he possessed. 
Self-deception brings self-satisfaction, and self-
satisfaction is often mistaken for the blessing 
of God, and therefore the Pharisee (like his 
modern brother), though in the gall of bitter-
ness and in the bond of iniquity, was happy, 
believing himself' highly esteemed, not only of 
man, but of God. r--ss  

But the only true standard of Christian life 
is the word of God. "To the law and to the 
testimony; if they speak not according to this 
word, it is because there is no light in them." 
Isa. 8:20. "All Scripture is given by inspi-
ration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness; that the man of God may be 
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works." 2 Tim. 3:16, 17. This, then, being 
true, the Bible is a perfect standard, the only 
correct rule of faith and practice; and it mat-
ters not bow loud the profession, nor how ardent 
the zeal, if in any particular the creed and life 
do not correspond with the Scriptures, we may 
confidently write upon them, "Weighed in the 
balance, and found wanting." 

"The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked; who can know it?" Jer. 
17 : 9. Therefore it should not be a matter of 
surprise that many are self' deceived: We have 
seen that the Jews were seemingly honest in re-
jecting Christ. From their standpoint they could 
not see the evidence of his Messialaship; but they 
were inexcusable, because they had placed them-
selves in that position,  i.  e., they had come to 
love their own ways more than they loved the 
truth. The apostle Paul, speaking of those 
who should in the last days occupy a similar 
position, says that they do not receive the love 
of the truth. "And for this cause God shall 
send them strong delusion, that they should 
believe a lie; that they all might be damned 
who believed not the truth, but had pleasure 
in unrighteousness." 2 Them 2 : 10-12. 

That this scripture applies to some who pro-
fess to serve God, is evident from the fact that 
they are deceived. They think, as did the 
Jews, that they are serving the Lord; but in 
reality they are the servants of' Satan. They 
are self-deceived; having their hearts so set 
upon their own ways, that in time they really 
think that they are doing all that God requires 
of them; and though they do not realize it, 
they are taking pleasure in unrighteousness. 
Now the apostle John says, "All unrighteous-
ness is sin " (1 John 5 :17); and ho further 
says, "Whosoever committeth sin transgressetb 
also the law; for sin is the transgression of the 
law." Chap. 3 : 4. 

How aptly, then, do these scriptures describe 
the condition of many in these last days who 
profess to and do really believe that they are 
serving God; yet they take pleasure in violat-
ing his law, and teach, contrary to the words 
of the Saviour himself (Matt. 5 :17, 18), that 
Christ abolished the law! Those who are in 
this sad condition almost invariably make a 
showy profession, and manifest a zeal, which, 
if according to knowledge, would be most com-
mendable. They speak of God and the Sav-
iour as they would of a next-door neighbor, 
and affect a familiarity with sacred things 
which cannot but do violence to all feelings of 
reverence and true worship. As well exem-
plified by the Saviour, those who live nearest 
to God, and are the most thoroughly conse-
crated to his service, will ever have, and will 
unconsciously manifest., the greatest reverence 
for his holy name. God is not only to be loved, 
but he is to be feared. and his name should be 
had in reverence by ail his creatures. Ps. 89: 7. 

God has given us his word, by which we 
may become wise unto salvation, through faith 
in Christ (2 Tint. 3 : 15); and yet men and 
women professing perfect love for its divine  

Author, so lightly esteem the Bible that they 
do not hesitate to make void its plainest pre-
cepts. Instead of making it the standard by 
which to test their lives, they make their own 
experience the criterion, and insist that the 
Scriptures must be explained in harmony with 
their feelings and sentiments! Of such a course 
the Lord says: "There is a way which seemeth 
right unto a man, but the end thereof are the 
ways of death." Prov. 14:12. 

God is the same in all generations; with him 
is no variableness, neither shadow of turning; 
nor is he a respecter of persons. He requires 
neither more nor less now than be did in the 
days of Abel, Abraham, or Moses. Paul plainly 
states the conditions of salvation as " repent-
ance toward God, and faith toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ" (Acts 20 : 21); and that they have 
ever been the same, no student of the Script-
ures can for a moment doubt. Those who pro-
fess to honor the Son while they despise and 
trample upon the Father's law, are making as 
great a mistake as did they who anciently pro-
fessed such reverence for the law, while reject-
ing Christ. " He that turneth away his ear 
from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be 
abomination " (Prov. 28 : 9); and he who re-
jects Christ, rejects " the only name under 
heaven given among men whereby we must 
be saved." Acts 4 : 12. 

The law of God leads men to Christ, by 
showing them their need of a Saviour; it thus 
acts an important part in every case of true 
conversion (Ps. 19 : 7), while a living connec-
tion with Christ brings us into harmony with 
the law. Rom. 8 : 1-9. 

God has joined these things together; let 
us beware of those who separate them. "Here 
is the patience of the saints; here are they 
that keep the commandments of God, and the 
faith of Jesus." Rev. 14 : 12. 

C. P. BOLLMAN, 

Family Religion. 

Tun power of family religion consists, pri-
marily, in the fact that the home has the first 
chalice to reach the children. It touches the 
springs of thought and emotion long before 
school, or church, or pulpit touches them. 

Those agencies have to do with the stream 
after it has gathered volume, but the father and 
mother at home sit at the very fountain of the 
young life. It is commonly supposed that the 
four or five years of opening manhood are the 
great formative years of character. It may be 
doubted if the same number of years in child-
hood do not exert an equal power upon the fut-
ure life. It is hard to tell just when the day is 
really breaking, after once the flash of dawn is 
seen on the horizon; it is hard to tell when the 
gates of day are shut, as the light steals away 
at nightfall and hides itself in shadows. So 
hard is it to tell when character is forming. 
The home has the first chance, and the most 
continuous opportunity, extending over the 
most pliant years. Hence its power. Other 
agencies can do much, but no other agency can 
do what the home can do. Other influences 
are strong, but that of the home is paramount. 
The school can give training; the pulpit can give 
instruction; society can give culture and expe-
rience; but what shall give direction, motive, in-
clination, if they be not given in the home, and 
what shall turn them if they be wrongly given? 
—Rev. George B. Stevens. 

FINISH thy work, the time is short; 
The sun is in the west; 

The night is coming down; till then 
Think not of rest. 

THERE are depths of love in Christ beyond 
what we have seen; therefore dig deep, and 
labor, and take pains for him, and set by as 
much time in the day for him as you can. He 
will be won with labor.--Rutherford. 
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The Bible and the Monuments. 

IF there were heroes before Agamemnon, the 
world of Greece had lost all record of them. 
They were quite forgotten, or had been lifted 
into a pantheon of mythical demigods. If 
there were. books before the Old Testament, 
they had been buried, lost, forgotten. With 
the exception of one or two of the later pam-
phlets, the Old Testament antedated all written 
history known at the beginning of the present 
century. Its assertions could be confirmed by 
no contemporary documents. For vast periods, 
and not for Israel alone, but for kingdoms and 
mighty empires which fell before Greece de-
veloped a written literature, it was the only 
record that could claim authority. What the 
Greeks knew of the history of Egypt and 
Assyria and Babylonia, they credulously gath-
ered as they could, centuries after. 

Standing thus alone, the Old Testament his-
tory was unconfirmed. There was nothing 
with which to confirm it, except the muddled 
accounts of two or three blundering late Greek 
story-tellers—who were quite as likely to con-
tradict as to tell the truth. The critics had it 
all their own way. They could deny what 
they pleased. They could say that this story 
was inherently improbable, that that was con-
tradicted by Xenophon or Syncellus, and praise 
the Greek or disparage the Hebrew writers; 
and no positive and conclusive reply was pos-
sible. 

But the last half-century has changed all 
this. Fifty years ago Egypt began to open 
the contemporaneous monuments of her kings. 
Thirty years ago the capitals of the Tigris and 
Euphrates Valleys were discovered, and their 
language unlocked. Long historical inscrip-
tions—a few from Egypt, but multitudes from 
Assyria--have been discovered, written in the 
life-time, and by the direct orders, of the kings 
whose deeds they record; contemporary annals, 
whose historical trustworthiness is beyond ques-
tion, except as we must make allowance for 
that boastful temper which would change a 
dereat into a victory. • Fifty years ago critics 
doubted if such a king as the Sargon men-
tioned once in the Bible, ever lived. Now, we 
know the history of the whole dynasty of the 
Sargonicke, and have Sargon's own full record 
of where his armies fought during each suc-
cessive year of his reign. That record can be 
trusted. Sargon himself, or his own official 
historian, tells the story, and the same is true 
of the other Assyrian kings. 

My object in this article is to give a few ex-
amples, showing how the monuments confirm 
Bible history. I purposely omit matters of 
cosmogony, and what comes before the history 
of nations, which, though abundantly illus-
trated by the mythic poetry of old Babylon, 
cannot, in the nature of the case, be historically 
confirmed. There is space to mention but a 
few out of scores of combinations which would 
each bear a much fuller treatment than can be 
given them here.. 

It is not many years ago that it was stoutly 
objected that Moses could not have written a 
book of the law or the ten commandments, 
because writing was not then invented. But 
not only is it now abundantly proved that 
Egyptian hieroglyphic and Assyrian syllabic 
writing was familiarly known long before the 
time of Moses. or even of Abraham, but within 
the past twenty years the history of Phoenician 
writing used by the Hebrews, has been care-
fully studied; and it is now the general con-
clusion of the best scholars that it originated 
during the time of the conquest of Egypt by 
the shepherd kings, four or five centuries before 
Moses. The last student of the subject, Mr. 
Isaac Taylor, thus sums up the result of long 
and careful investigation:— 

"The possible date of the origin of the alpha-
bet is thus brom2:10 within definite limits. . . 
The possible limits lie between the twenty- 

third and seventeenth centuries; and there 
seems to be no reason why we should not pro-
visionally accept the approximate date which 
has been proposed by de Rouge, and place it 
in or about the nineteenth century B. 0." This 
objection is swept away. 

It had seemed strange that, in the tenth 
chapter of Genesis, it should be represented in 
one verse that the people of Babylonia were 
descendants of Ham, through Nimrod; and in 
another, that they came from Shem, through 
Asshur. The inscriptions gathered into the 
British Museum now fully prove that two races 
occupied that country from a very early time: 
one pure Shemitic, and the other a darker non-
Shomitic race, older than the former, and hav-
ing an entirely different language and phys-
iognomy, being of what the Bible calls "the 
sons of Ham." This difficulty is fully met. 

It seemed, a few years ago, an almost in-
credible story told in Genesis of the campaign 
of the four kings of Elam and Babylonia, Ched-
orlaomer, Arioch, Amraphel, and Tidal, against 
the five kings of Sodom and the plain. The 
monuments confirm the story wonderfully. 
They tell us that at just this time there had 
been an Elamite (or Median) conquest of Baby-
lonia; they tell us that Laomer was the name 
of an Elamite god, or that Chedorlaomer means 
worshiper of Laomer; and we find an account 
of this very Arioch mentioned on the monu-
ments as king of Elassar, and we learn that 
his father's name was Chedormabug, and his 
grandfather's was Simtisilhak ; and we further 
learn that even earlier than this there had been 
Babylonian expeditions to the shores of the 
Mediterranean Sea. Every difficulty is com-
pletely removed, and confirmation supplied. 

Abraham, we are told in the Scriptures, came 
from Ur of the Chaldees. Such a town had 
become utterly lost, except in this Biblical men-
tion of it, and a pious tradition had put it in 
an impossible place. The present generation 
has rediscovered it, and read its record on the 
monuments. We find it was the second capital 
of Babylonia, and was distinguished for the 
worship of the moon-god. The names could 
be mentioned of half a dozen of its kings, one 
of whom was Chedormabug, father of the 
Arioch of the Bible. Two seals, worn by gen-
tlemen of "Ur before the time of Abraham, and 
bearing the names of the two first kings, are 
in the British Museum. The Bible geography 
is proved no fiction. 

Passing now, with the course of the Hebrew 
history, from Mesopotamia to Egypt, in the 
time of the oppression, we find on the Egyptian 
monuments no record of Bible miracles; that 
was not to be expected—kings do not report 
their disasters. But the whole color of the 
Genesis story agrees admirably with that of 
Egypt at this time, and Egyptian scholars 
speak of it with wonder. We find pictures 
and accounts of slaves with Hebrew features, 
and working at brick-making as the Hebrews 
worked. Only lately has any systematic ex- 
ploration been made in the region where the 
Hebrews lived. During the present year an 
expedition was sent from England to search 
for records of this region; and the first thing 
done was to discover Pithom, one of the two 
store cities which the Bible tells us the children 
of Israel built. The city was previously un-
known, but it was found bearing the name of 
Pithom on an inscription; and the chief build-
ings were great brick store-houses, without 
windows or doors, in which grain was to be 
preserved for use in war or famine. But the 
Egyptians had no historical tastes. They have 
left us much to illustrate habits and customs, 
and only clues to their history. Their annals 
fail us, but their pictures and stories and pious 
books are full of helps and of illustrations bear-
ing on the Bible accounts of the land and peo-
ple of the Nile. 

The Bible tells us of a strong Israelite king-
dom established by David, or extended by him  

and his son Solomon to the very banks of the 
Euphrates. But is this credible? What was 
the mighty empire of Assyria doing all this 
time? The monuments have answered the 
question. At just this time the Assyrian em-
pire had suffered a great decline. It was 
scarcely able to bold its own cities, much less 
to make any foreign wars. Room was then 
made for the new Israelite kingdom. But soon 
after Solomon's death a great king arose in 
Nineveh, Assur-nazirpal, who unified the As-
syrian kingdom and conquered his neighbor's, 
though he did not send his armies as far as 
Palestine. But his son Shalmaneser tells us, 
in his own monuments, how he fought with 
the very kings mentioned in the Bible. He 
says that in his sixth year he fought against 
Ben-hadad, king of Damascus, and that Ahab, 
king of Israel, sent two thousand chariots and 
ten thousand infantry to help Ben-hadad. He 
says that twelve years later he again attacked 
the king of Damascus, who was now Hazael, 
and who was helped by Jehu, son of Omri. 
Here Hazael succeeds Ben-hadad, and Jehu 
succeeds Ahab, precisely as the Old Testament 
tells us; although Shalmaneser made an error 
as to Jehu's parentage. Omri was not his 
father, but the founder of Ahab's dynasty. 

From this time nearly every king of Israel 
and Judah is mentioned in the annals of the 
Assyrian kings. One of these is Hezekiah. 
Sennacherib's own story adds much of interest 
to the Bible account. The Bible says that 
Sennaeherib was at Lachish while Jerusalem 
was invested. We have an actual picture pre-
served, made by order of the Assyrian king, 
of his victory at Lachish. He does not claim 
to have captured Jerusalem, but only that he 
received tribute. The Bible says that Heze-
kiah gave him thirty talents of gold and three 
hundred talents of silver. Sennacherib, in his 
own account, says it was thi 	talents of gold 
and eight hundred of silver. But there were 
two sorts of silver talents, a large talent and 
a small talent; and eight hundred of one is 
*ust equal to three hundred of the other, so 
hat the two accounts tally to a shekel.—Will-

iam Hayes Ward, D. D., in S. S. Times. 
(To be concluded.) 

A Way to Grow Wise. 

AFTER reading  a  book or an article, or an 
item of information from any reliable source, 
before turning your attention to other things, 
give two or three minutes' quiet thought to the 
subject that has just been presented to your 
mind; see how much you can remember con-
cerning it; and if there were any new ideas, 
instructive facts, or points of especial interest 
that impressed you as you read, force yourself 
to recall them. It may be a little troublesome 
at first, until your mind gets under control, and 
learns to obey your will, but the very effort to 
think it all out will engrave the facts deeply 
upon the memory, so deeply that they will not 
be effaced by the rushing in of a new and differ-
ent set of ideas; whereas, if the matter be 
given no further consideration at all, the im-
pression you have received will fade away so 
entirely that within a few weeks you will be 
totally unable to remember more than a dim 
outline of them. 

Form the good habit, then, of always review-
ing what has just been read. It exercises and 
disciplines the mental faculties, strengthens the 
memory, and teaches concenti•ation of thought. 

You will soon learn, in this way, to think and 
reason intelligently, to separate and classify 
different kinds of information; 'and in time the 
mind, instead of being a lumber-room in which 
the various contents are thrown together in 
careless confusion and disorder, will become a 
store-house where each special class or item of. 
knowledge, neatly labeled, has its own partic-
ular place, and is ready for use the instant there 
is need of it.—St. Nicholas. 
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1. UPON whom did Christ pronounce a special 
blessing? Matt. 5 :10. 

2. For what did Peter say it is better to suffer? 
1 Pet. 3 :17. 

3. For what did Christ once suffer? Verse 18. 
4. For whose sins did he suffer? Isa. 53 :5. 
5. Why did he thus suffer? 1 Pet. 3 :18. 
6. How did he suffer for our sins? Ib. 
7. By what-was he made alive? Ib. 
8. To whom is it said that Christ preached? 

Verse 19. 
9. By what agency did he preach to the spirits 

in prison? Verses 18,19. 
10. Who are they who walk at liberty? Ps. 119 : 

45. 
11. Then who may be said to be in prison? 
12. When was it that Christ by the Spirit preached 

to those disobedient ones? 1 Pet. 3 :20. 
13. Did the Spirit of God indeed strive with the 

,antediluvians? Gen. 6 :3. 
14. When did the Spirit cease to strive with them? 
15. To what place do the dead go? Ps. 89 :48. 
16. Where did Christ go before he ascended to 

Heaven ? Eph. 4 :9. 
17. Did the same Jesus that ascended to Heaven 

also descend into the grave? Eph. 4 :10. 
18. Did the soul of Christ go into the grave 

(hades)? Acts 2 :29-32. 
19. What Scripture proof can you give that Christ 

did not preach while in the grave? 
20. When we read that Christ suffered for sins, 

"being put to death," does it mean that the soul of 
Christ suffered even to death? Matt. 26:38; Isa. 
53 :10,12. 

21. What had the Lord promised concerning 
death? Isa. 25 :8. 

22. How only could he destroy death ? Heb. 2 :14. 
23. If Christ himself had not died, what would be 

the condition of the human race? 

THE scripture which calls out the texts that 
compose this lesson, is 1 Peter 3 :18-20. The 
text itself teaches a lesson far different from 
that which it is commonly supposed to teach, 
and the design of the lesson is to correct this 
mistaken idea. The apostle exhorts Christians 
to be patient under reproach, even though it be 
unjust, citing the example of Christ, who, though 
sinless, suffered for sins, "the just for the un-
just, that he might bring us to God, being put 
to death in the flesh, but quickened by the 
Spirit; by which also he went and preached 
unto the spiritsin prison." It is concerning this 
last expression that the misapprehension exists, 
people supposing that because preaching to the 
spirits in prisen is introduced almost immediately 
after the death of Christ is spoken of, therefore 
Christ must have preached to those spirits atter 
hie crucifixion and before his resurrection. If 
this supposition be true, then our previous teach-
ing concerning the state of man has been at 
fault; therefore we will study the text carefully. 

It would be well for those who hold to the 
theory that Christ immediately after his cruci-
fixion went and preached to the spirits in hades, 
to compare this text with Luke 23 :43, which 
was studied last week. It is claimed from that 
text that Christ went at once to Paradise; yet 
the same persons claim from 1 Pet. 3 :18-20 that 
Christ went to some place where the•dead wore 
congregated, and preached to them. If one 
theory be true, the other cannot be. A little 
examination of this latter passage will show us 
that no statement whatever is made in it con-
cerning the condition of Christ between his 
death and resurrection. 

NOTICE that the statement concerning his 
preaching to the spirits in prison does not im-
mediately follow the statement that he was put 
to death. Between these two is the statement 
that be was quickened"-made alive. So if 
we follow the order of 'the apostle's statements, 
we find that the preaching was done while 
Christ was alive. But on reading the verses 
still more closely, we find that Jesus did not  

preach in person at all. It was by the Spirit that 
he preached. The apostle, having introduced 
the sufferings of Christ, mentions the fact that 
he was put to death. But the Bible writers al-
ways connect the death and the resurrection of 
Christ. They do not have Christ put to death,' 
and then leave him. So he says, "put to death 
in the flesh, but quickened,"-made alive. This 
is not all, he was " quickened by the Spirit; by 
which also be went and preached unto the spirits 
in prison." The verse teaches simply that the 
Spirit which raised Christ from the dead, is the 
very same Spirit by which Christ preached to 
the imprisoned spirits. 

Now when did this preaching take place? 
The twentieth verse contains the answer. 
" When once the longsuffering of God waited in 
the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing." 
Turning to Gen. 6:3, we read: " And the Lord 
said, My Spirit shall not always strive with man, 
for that he also is flesh; yet his days shall be 
an hundred and twenty years." Thus we find 
a harmony between the two passages; the 
Spirit of the Lord was striving with the ante-
diluvians. • Christ was preaching to them, 
through Noah, but all true preaching is accom-
panied by the Spirit of God. It is the Spirit 
that impresses the truth of God upon the heart, 
and convinces of sin. 

" BUT," says one, "you forget that those to 
whom Christ preached by the Spirit, were in 
prison." No, we do not. For what purpose 
was the Spirit upon Christ when he was here 
on earth? In Luke 4 : 16-21 we read that 
Christ read Isa. 61 : 1, 2, and said, "This day is 
this scripture fulfilled in your ears." That 
scripture reads: "The Spirit of the Lord God 
is upon me, because he bath appointed me to 
preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath 
sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to pro-
claim liberty to the captives, and the opening of 
the prison to them that are bound." Who are 
these captives? David says, "I will walk at 
liberty; for I seek thy precepts." Ps. 119 : 45. 
'And from that we would conclude that all others 
are not at liberty. So Peter says of false teach-
ers, and those who are ensnared by them: 
" While they promise them liberty, they them-
selves are the servants of corruption; for of 
whom a man is overcome, of the same is 'he 
brought in bondage." 2 Pet. 2 : 19. Paul also 
teaches that if a man yields himself to sin, he 
is the servant of sin. Rom. 6 : 16, 17; and in 
Rom. 7 : 15-24 he gives a graphic description of 
the struggles of one who is seeking to escape 
from the cruel bondage of sin. At last he finds 
liberty in Christ; his servants atone are free 
men. So then all sinners are in prison; they have 
transgressed the law of God, and where the laws 
are not a nullity, transgressors are always con-
signed to prison. Through faith in Christ, they 
may get liberty. But this liberty is contingent 
on their obedience to the law. The Spirit 
presses the claims of the law home to the 
heart, and when the sinner repents and accepts 
the way of truth, the Spirit abides with him. 
See Rom. 8 : 7-14. In Noah's time "the wick-
edness of man was great" (Gen. 6 : 5); and 
therefore the Spirit, through the preaching of 
Noah, was striving to have them repent and 
find true liberty. 

IT is not alone for the bearing that the popu-
lar theory of this text has on the Bible doc-
trine of immortality, that it deserves notice. 
There is a deeper reason. The popular inter-
pretation of both 1 Pet. 3: 18-20, and Luke 
23 : 43, not only makes these texts contradictory, 
but overthrows the foundation principles of the 
gospel. In what way? By virtually denying 
the death of Christ. When man had sinned, he 
could not save himself. He could not by any 
obedience atone for his own sin. Neither 
would the life of one man answer for the life of 
another, for all men have forfeited their lives 
by sin. Human sacrifices, then, would avail  

no more than would the blood of bulls and goats. 
Nothing but the life of a divine being, one who 
was sinless, and the giving of the law, could 
answer for man. Such an one was Christ. He 
offered himself freely, not because the law had 
any claim on his life, but that his righteousness 
might be counted instead of the past transgrek-
sions of those who should believe in him, and 
obey him. But now they tell us that Christ, 
the divine Son of God, did not die; that only 
his earthly, human body died. If that be so, 
then indeed is our faith vain, and we are yet 
in our sins. With the sorrowing Mary we may 
say, " They have taken away my Lord, and 
I know not where they 'have laid him." An 
interpretation that makes such a conclusion 
necessary should not be held for a moment by 
those who profess to love the Lord. 

THAT Christ himself did die, there is abundant 
proof. Aside from the texts which say that 
the dead know not anything, we have special 
statements concerning Christ. The Jesus that 
"ascended up far above all heavens, that he 
might fill all things," who now sits at the right 
hand of God, there making intercession for us, 
is the same Jesus who " descended first into the 
lower parts of the earth'." Eph.. 4: 9, 10. Not 
merely his huMan body, but his soul, which 
certainly must include his divinity, went into 
the grave. As we read in Acts 2 : 29-31, David 
did not, in the sixteenth psalm, speak of himself, 
but, being a prophet, and knowing that God 
had sworn with an oath that be would raise up 
Christ to sit on his throne, " He seeing this be-
fore spake of the resurrection of Christ that his 
soul was not left in bell [hades, the grave], 
neither did his flesh see corruption." If, by the 
resurrection, the soul of Christ was not left in 
the grave, then it must previously have gone, 
into the grave. Christ himself declared in the 
garden that his soul was " exceeding sorrowful; 
even unto death," and this is just in harmony 
with the prophet's statement that he " poured 
out his soul unto death." Isa. 53 : 12. By 
death alone could he " destroy him which had 
the power of death, that is, the devil." Heb. 
2: 14. So then, notwithstanding the theories of 
men, the foundation of God standeth sure," viz., 
that " Christ died for the ungodly." E. J. W. 

NOTES ON THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON. 
DECEMBER 7-PROVERBS 23 : 29-35. 

WHO hath woe? "Woe unto them that rise 
up early in the morning, that they may follow 
strong drink; that continue until night till 

 wine inflame them!" "Woe unto  . them that.  
are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength 
to mingle strong drink; which justify the 
wicked for reward, and take away the right-
eousness of the righteous from him! " Isa. 5: 
11, 22, 23. " Woe unto him that giveth his 
neighbor drink, that puttest thy bottle to him. 
and makest him drunken also, that thou may-
est look on their nakedness! " Hab. 2 : 15. 
We see therefore that the woe of those who 
tarry long at the wine, is not confined to the 
trouble and sorrow that come in this life as the 
direct result of drunkenness, but that it reaches 
to the fearful punishment that destroys men 
for their iniquity. Woe, woe, terrible, dread-
ful, and irremediable. Now, God has opened a 
way of escape from it. Those who, through 
Christ, overcome, will be saved, but "no drunk-
ard shall inherit the kingdom of God." 

"Loot( not thou upon the wine." Here Sol-
omon gives the true and• only safeguard, Look 
not upon the wine. This is the true principle 
of temperance, and although it is expressed 
here in regard to wine, and although the lesson 
to-day is touching strong drink, yet true tem-
perance, Bible temperance, Christian temper-
ance, does not consist in abstinence from strong 
drink alone. Therefore we shall treat the sub-
ject on the broad basis of Christian temperance. 

c*ablath-Owl. 
LESSON FOR THE PACIFIC COAST 2-DEC. 13. 
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TEMPERANCE is self-control. Whenever in 
any of his appetites or passions a man loses 
control of himself, he is intemperate. Says 
Paul,. 	"I keep under my body, and bring it into 
subjection." 1 Cor. 9 : 27. In other words, .1, 
myself, am determined to be master of myself. 
The truly Christian temperate man ,is master 
of himself, and the servant of Christ. And it 
is only as the faithful servant of Christ that a 
man can be master of himself. Thus he be-
comes his own free man, and Christ's servant; 
a real manly man; then he "dare do all that 
becomes a man; who dares do more is none." 

• IN view of the actual meaning of the word, 
how few temperance people there are! How 
few who really and decidedly have control of 
themselves! Very few indeed there are who 
are not subject to some habit which must and 
will be satisfied at whatever cost. Thousands 
are the slaves of strong drink. All that they 
have, all that they can get, goes to satisfy that 
which is insatiable. Every effort to appease it 
only increases its demands, and its power to 
exact them. 

Bum where there are thousands thus the 
slaves of strong drink, there are hundreds of 
thousands who are the slaves of tobacco. Their 
children may be clothed in rags, and go bare-
foot in the cold, they may even lack bread, but 
they never lack tobacco. If they have no 
money with which to buy it, they will go in 
debt for it, and if they cannot get credit, then 
they will even beg. Men who would think it 
a shame to beg for bread, are not ashamed to 
beg for tobacco. Such abject slaves are they. 
Have such persons control of themselves? No; 
tobacco controls; that is master and will be 
served. 

THEN there are thousands who are slaves to 
opium; thousands slaves to arsenic; thousands 
slaves to morphine; thousandsslaves to absinthe; 
thousands slaves to hasheesh; and though not 
so great in degree, yet the same in kind, thou-
sands are the slaves to beer, or the servants of 
tea, or of coffee. "What!" some may exclaim, 
"is the use of tea or coffee intemperance?" It 
is. In the "Encyclopaedia Britannica," article 
on "Drunkenness," what do you suppose we 
find? The following: "In short, from tea to 
hasheesh, we have through hops, alcohol, to-
bacco, and opium, a sort of graduated scale of 
intoxicants, which stimulate in small doses, and 
narcotize in larger. The physiological action 
of all these agents gradually shades into each 
other, all producing, or being capable of pro-
ducing, consecutive paralysis of the various 
parts of the nervous system. Even tea cannot 
be regarded as altogether free from the last 
named effects. Tea-sots are well known to be 
affected with palpitation, and irregularity of 
the heart, as well as with more or less sleepless-
ness, and mental irritability, and muscular tre-
mors, which in some culminate in paralysis, 
while positive intoxication has been known to 
be the result of the excessive use of strong 
tea." And of coffee the same authority says: 
"It produces a feeling of buoyancy and ex-
hilaration, comparable to a certain stage of 
alcoholic intoxication." So the only difference 
between tea or coffee and alcoholic drinks, is 
in the degree of its effects, and not at all in the 
nature of the effects. All have the intoxicating 
quality, and as quoted, from tea to hasheesh, it 
is only a graduated scale of intoxicants, through 
hops, alcohol, tobacco, and opium, each one 
shading into the other. All are relatives in the 
family of drunkenness, and the use of any one 
of them is intemperance. 

SIR IseAo NEWTON, when asked why he did 
not learn to use tobacco, replied, "I will create 
to myself no necessities." In this sentence 
there is much of that philosophical insight 
which could see in the falling of an apple a 
law of the universe. In the economy of the 

Ztinperanct. 
The Record of One Week. 

IT is a common remark that the best com-
mentary on the evils of intemperance may be 
found in the columns of the daily newspapers. 
In support of this we submit the results of a 
personal examination of the columns of five or 
six of the leading dailies of the country, made 
during the space of seven days, with the view 
of noting all cases of crimes, casualties, etc., 
where strong drink was assigned as the pro-
ducing cause. We have excluded all doubt-
ful cases from the summary, and the record 
includes only those where the exciting cause is 
specially mentioned. The task of going through 
the shocking and often disgusting details of rum's 
doings was not a pleasant one, but the results 
are suggestive:— 

Murders 	 

	

 	11 
Murderous assaults 	  17 
Suicides 	  13 
Wife beatings 	  7 
Affrays 	  19 
Miscellaneous 	  41 

Total 	  108 
Under the head of miscellaneous we have 

included such cases as arrests for drunkenness, 
cases of delirium tremens, dismissal from em-
ployment and cases of destitution. 

We made no attempt at a general or exhaust-
ive examination in collecting our statistics, but 
only inspected the columns of a few respectable 
dailies, and did not look into those publications 
that make a specialty of criminal news. It is 
evident that with the greatest care and widest 
research that we could possibly make, our record 
would be only a partial one. The great major-
ity of cases of misery and suffering caused by 
strong drink in various ways never meet the 
public eye in print. One has only to walk 
through some of the tenement districts of such 
a city as New York and see the squalor and 
filth that abound there, and witness some 
of the sights that appear in those quarters daily 
among the drunken inmates of the "dives" and 
dens of infamy, to have a faint realization of 
what rum can do in debauching and ruining 
humanity. The visitor in the slums of the city 
will observe that vice and wretchedness are  

everywhere in direct proportion to the number 
of beer saloons and groggeries; the more abun- 
dant the latter are, the deeper the degradation 
and woe. In the course of our examination we 
were more deeply impressed than ever before 
with the proportion between the cases of crime, 
etc., attributed to drink and those for which 
other causes were assigned. While noting the 
one hundred and eight given above, we fbund 
just eleven cases of the same genera] character 
where strong drink was not mentioned in con- 
nection with them: In several instances there 
were the best reasons for believing that rum 
was really at the bottom of the trouble. 

The newspaper reports of these murders and 
other crimes are often very brief, but suggest- 
ive. One murder is recorded in three or four 
lines. It was a fight on the street. One man 
stabbed another fatally. The paragraph closes 
with three words—words of meaning: "Rum 
did it." So often does this phrase, or one of 
similar import, occur in the accounts of crime, 
that it suggests the thought that the newspapers 
might save themselves trouble and expense by 
keeping the words, "Rum did it," as a standing 
head-line for their criminal news. The cases 
are few that would not properly fall under that 
general head. 

Our week's record of rum's doings may 
properly be supplemented by what we saw in 
the Tombs Police Court one morning. The 
night before, the police had raided a "stale beer 
dive" in Mulberry Street, and had brought to 
the Tombs all the inmates they could capture. 
The next morning the whole crowd were brought 
into court for examination and committal. A 
more wretched and disgusting array of human 
beings never stood before a bar of justice. 
There were between thirty and forty of them, 
nearly all middle-aged women, some of them 
with gray hair. No pen could adequately de-
scribe the appearance of these miserable creat-
ures. All were bare-footed, and only one wore 
anything that had the likeness of a head-
covering. Their garments were indescribably 
filthy, and hung about their bodies in tatters. 
Their faces were swollen and blotched; •their 
hair matted and frowzy, while several bore the 
marks of recent squabbles, in scratches and welts 
on head and face, from which the blood had 
flown down and dried in with the dirt. The 
most of them seemed too stupid and idiotic to 
realize their condition, while a few appeared to 
rejoice at the transient notoriety the event had 
given them. They were all charged with 
drunkenness and disorderly conduct, and were 
disposed of in a summary manner with sen-
tences of from three to six months on Black-
well's Island. These creatures had subsisted 
chiefly on the dregs of stale beer. And' they 
were the product of only one " div e" in a street 
lined for blocks with places quite as bad. 

With the foregoing facts yet fresh in mind, 
we read an interview with one of the officers 
of the United States Brewers' Association, in 
which he spoke of beer as "the people's drink" 
and a "health-giving beverage." The dregs of 
beer should be the very quintessence of health-
fulness. We wish all who think so had seen 
and smelled the crowd of beer-drinkers in the 
Tombs Police Court that morning. 

But, as we have already said, the scenes that 
we have depicted are no worse than those that 
are constantly passing before the public eye. 
The papers come teeming day by day with 
harrowing tales of want and misery and crime, 
with rum written everywhere as the potent 
cause. All the testimony is on the side of the 
declaration that the rum power is the source 
of our country's direst woes to-day, that like a 
malignant cancer it is eating out the life of 
the nation, debauching its manhood, ruining its 
homes, and filling the hearts of thousands with 
sorrow unutterable. But the day of reckoning 
will surely come, for God is just, and the prayers 
of his people shall not pass unanswered.—N. Y. 
Observer. 

human system there is no provision for either 
stimulants or narcotics. If ever there is a 
demand for these things, it has to be created. 
And more, such things as stimulants and 
narcotics (poisons) are the only ones for which 
the necessity can be created. It is impossible 
to form the habit of using any one particular 
kind of food. Through the agency of the 
digestive process, each organ will take up its 
portion of that which is food, and by assimila-
tion will renew itself, and thus vitality is main-
tained; in fact this is vitality. If a person be 
hungry, any kind of food will satisfy, whether 
it be fruit or vegetables, meat or bread. It is 
not so with narcotics and stimulants. The 
appetite for these has to be created. And when 
it is created for any one of them, it is for that 
particular one, and nothing but that will satisfy 
the demand. If the appetite be for tea, nothing 
but tea will satisfy. If it be for alcohol, noth-
ing else will do, and so on through the list. 
Then look not upon the wine, touch not tobacco, 
taste not any of all the list of intoxicants; create 
to yourself no necessities; be temperate (self-
controlling) in all things; keep under your 
body, and bring it into subjection; be master of 
yourself, and thus your own free man. " If 
any man will come after me, let him deny 
himself." "To him that overcometh will I grant 
to sit with me in my throne, even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with my Father in 
his throne." Rev. 3 : 21. 	A. T. JONES. 
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Meetings in Battle Creek. 

OuR general meetings in Battle Creek, Mich., are 
in progress. There have been meetings of the Gen-
eral Conference, International Tract and Missionary 
Society, Health Reform Institute, Sanitarium Im-
provement Company, Educational Society (B. C. 
College), Sabbath-school Association, and the Pub-
lishing Association. With the sermons delivered, 
and the social meetings, these have closely filled 
the time. Yet added to all these, Dr. Kellogg has 
delivered a series of lectures in the Tabernacle, five 
to this date. These have been exceedingly interest-
ing and instructive. We think that at this Confer-
ence steps will be taken to give a new impetus to 
the cause of health reform. 

The General Conference has already transacted 
considerable business. A revision of the Consti-
tution has been adopted. Also the Constitution 
adopted by the California Conference, with a few 
amendments, was recon mended to all the State 
Conferences. The California Conference will adopt 
these amendments next year. Other business has 
been done; a resolution to establish a mission in 
Australia is now pending. Much interest is mani-
fested in this subject, and we think that steps will 
be taken in that direction very soon. Also a mis-
sionary will probably be sent to Scotland, and addi-
tional laborers to England. 

Of the Publishing Association here it is almost 
unnecessary to speak. All our people are well ac-
quainted with our parent printing-house, and "our 
church paper." It is in a flourishing condition, and 
is notv almost entirely occupied with denominational 
work. It is a large establishment, and has facilities 
for doing an immense amount of work. 

The Sanitarium is increasing in dimensions and 
in usefulness. During the past year it has been 
full to repletion; some have been turned away for 
want of room. Dr. Kellogg is devoted to his work, 
and the atmosphere of the institution is healthy for 
the physical, moral, and spiritual constitution of man. 

Some idea of the extent of this work may be 
gathered from a few facts. Receipts from patients, 
during the past year, were $10,000 more than in 
any previous year. The profits of the year were 
about $24,000, beside giving "charity treatment" 
to the amount of $5,500. 

While more room was greatly needed, the debt 
carried by the institution was such as to prevent 
any additional outlay. In this emergency a "San-
itarium Improvement Company" was organized, 
which is erecting an extensive addition to the 
building, which will afford room for 250 patients, 
besides containing a splendid dining-room, thereby 
giving more rdorn in the former building. The new 
building is first-class in every respect. The com-
pany will rent it to the Sanitarium for a little more 
than it was paying for outside rent, while the room 
will be of vastly more value. In every way the 
prospect before the Sanitarium is encouraging. 

The subject of missions is receiving the attention 
which its importance demands. At the time of this 
writing the International T. and M. Society is in 
session, discussing methods of carrying on the work, 

The Lord is blessing his people here, and all are 
of good courage. Sister White's health is quite 
good, and her counsel, especially given in the early 
morning meetings, is highly appreciated by all. 

Battle Creek, Nov. 7. 

" Mistaken in the Time." 

" W. S." is the oracle of the World's Crisis on 
time. Ina recent number of that paper he said:— 

"To compute time incorrectly, and after it passes 
to insist that the time was right, but that the event 
was wrong, is a shocking error. Better a thousand 
times be mistaken in the time than in the event." 

We might safely admit the first part of this quo-
tation, as it relates only to computing time "incor-
rectly." But he insists that whenever there is a 
mistake in regard to the event, the time is neces-
sarily computed incorrectly. To this we do not 
assent. Nor can we agree that it is better to be 
mistaken in the time than in the event. Both may 
be fatal; the first certainly is. 

In the days of Noah, if the people had admitted 
that there was some great calamity impending, there 
might have been hope that they would learn the 
whole truth, inasmuch as they expected it at the 
right time. But if they had admitted that there 
was a flood coming some time—right in the event—
but had not believed it was coming in the day of 
that generation, their case would have been quite 
hopeless. But this is only a supposed case. We 
have an actual case which is much stronger. 

The Saviour commenced his ministry when the 
appointed time was fulfilled. Mark 1 :14, 15. And 
step by step in his life were the prophecies fulfilled 
by him and in reference to him, until the time came 
to fulfill Zech. 9 : 9. The disciples fulfilled this 
prophecy to the very letter; they saw Zion's king 
riding into Jerusalem on a colt, and they cried out 
in the very words of the prophecy. But "they 
thought that the kingdom of God should imme- 
diately appear." Luke 19 :11. They gave the proc-
lamation in the right time, but they were utterly 
mistaken in the event! Was their proclamation 
therefore "a shocking error"? It seems strange 
that, with this scripture before him, W. S. could 
write such a paragraph. Yet not so strange when 
we consider that he is so a edded to a theory that 
he utterly refuses to see the most evident truth, if 
it is not in harmony with his theory. The reader 
will remember our examination of his declaration 
that the application of blood in the Old Testament 
was for dedication, and not for cleansing; a dec-
laration for which there is not the slightest warrant. 
His object was to disprove our faith in the cleansing 
of the sanctuary. He could find it clearly proved 
by reading Lev. 16. 

His assertion in regard to the time, as herein 
noticed, was made to discredit our faith on the 
message of " the hour of his judgment," in Rev. 
14 :6, 7. This is parallel to the case of the disciples 
in Luke 19. There is nothing in Zech. 9 to show 
that he would not set up his kingdom when the 
"shout" was given. They were entirely shut up 
to the fulfillment for the correction of their error. 
In 1844 people did not see anything to indicate that 
the event was not the Lord's coming, as they gave 
this message. But after the time passed it was easy 
to see—easy to all who are willing to see—that other 
proclamations were to be made after that of the 
hour of his judgment is come, and that, therefore, 
that message was not intended to usher in his ad- 
vent, as they supposed it was. And so also with 
the early disciples. It was only after their sad dis- 
appointment "in the event," that they learned that 
"Christ must needs suffer" before he came in his 
kingdom. 

Truth is harmonious. It will always agree with 
itself. The word of God is not yea and nay. They 
who have the truth of the word need not deny any 
scripture to maintain their positions. It has been 
the rejoicing of our heart for years that the light 
of the Third Angel's Message, Rev. 14 :9-42, sheds 
so great light on all the Scriptures, and tends to 
unity of faith. It is because the foundation is laid 
upon the commandments of God—the foundation 
of everything in the Government of the Most High. 

It is the rule of true morality—of holiness. Ex. 
19 :5, 6; Ps. 19 : 7; Eccl. 12 :13, 14. And they who 
work by the same rule—and that the rule of Heaven 
—will build together in union, and the superstructure 
will be symmetrical and right. 

Let us all strive to build on the true foundation, 
and by the same rule, in unity of faith and spirit. 
and we shall be found workmen that need not be 
ashamed; 2 Tim. 2 :15; for the Master will estab-
lish the work of our hands. Ps. 90 :17. 

Battle Creek, Mich. 

Punishment of the Wicked. 

"FOREVER AND EVER." 
THERE is one text that should have received at-

tention in connection with the article concerning 
the "everlasting fire" into which the wicked are to 
be cast. Before introducing it, however, we will 
briefly review the points already made. 

1. Those only who accept Christ receive eternal 
life; all others perish. John 3 :16. That is, they 
will be blotted from existence. This is the penalty 
which was threatened in the beginning, before sin 
entered, and which is now simply delayed a little in 
order to allow mankind an opportunity to repent. 
Thus it is that "the longsuffering of our Lord is 
salvation." 2 Peter 3 :15. 

2. The agent by which the death penalty is to 
be executed, is fire—"everlasting fire." We saw 
that it was "eternal fire" that destroyed the cities 
of Sodom and Gomorrha (Jude 7), and that by means 
of " unquenchable fire" the walls and palaces of Je-
rusalem were devoured. .Ter. 17:27; 2 Chron. 36 : 
18-21. We learned also that the "eternal fire" that 
fell upon the cities of the plain turned them to ashes 
(2 Peter 2 : 6), and that this is what is always accom-
plished when fire is unquenchable. The wicked be-
ing likened to chaff, and stubble, it does not tax our 
imagination in the least to understand how, when 
cast into unquenchable fire, they will be burned up, 
and be ashes. Matt. 3 :12; Mal. 4 :1, 3. 

3. We have also seen that the wicked go into 
"everlasting punishment." But this punishment 
is death (Rom. 6 :23), so that Matt. 25:46 simply 
teaches that from the death which the finally im-
penitent suffer, there will be no resurrection. This 
point was still further shown by the statement in 
Ps. 2 :12, that even a slight manifestation of God's 
wrath causes the one against whom it is directed 
to perish, and that since that wrath abides on the 
sinner (John 3 :36) there will be no recovery from 
that perdition. 

The texts already cited are amply sufficient to 
prove the final utter destruction of the wicked; but 
we have no desire to evade any point, or to pass 
by any text which would seem to militate against 
the positions taken. We therefore turn our atten-
tion to Rev. 14 :9 -11: "And the third angel fol-
lowed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man 
worship the beast and his image, and receive his 
mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall 
drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is 
poured out without mixture into the cup of his in-
dignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and 
brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and 
in the presence of the Lamb; and the smoke of 
their torment ascendeth up forever and ever; and 
they have no rest day nor night, who worship the 
beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the 
mark of his name." 

The question is, Does the expression, " the smoke 
of their torment ascendeth up forever and ever," 
necessarily imply that the torments of the wicked 
will never cease? If it does, then there is an un-
explainable contradiction between it and those 
texts which speak plainly of the final extinction 
of the wicked. But this cannot possibly be; it 
cannot for a moment be admitted that there are  
contradictions in the sacred record. This text, 
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then, must harmonize with the great mass of tes-
timony already quoted. We might quote author-
ities on the meaning of the Greek word rendered 
"forever," but we shall let the Bible explain this 
text, just as we have all the others, for it is only 
when men take it by it-elf, without regard to other 
scriptures, that it presents any objection to the 
position we have taken in regard to the destruction 
of the wicked. In the twenty-first chapter of Ex-
odus, the first four verses, we find the law in regard 
to the, length of time a Hebrew might be kept as 
a servant. Six years was the limit; after he had 
served six years, his master was bound to let him 
go free, for nothing, and allow him to take away as 
Much as he brought with him. If during his term 
of service he had married one of his master's serv-
ants, she and her children were to remaln with the 
master. In such a case, however, it would often 
happen that the servant would rather stay with his 
wife and children than have his liberty; if so, the 
law made the following provision:— 

"And if the servant shall plainly say, I love my 
master, my wife, and my children; I will not go 
out free; then his master shall bring him unto the 
judges; he shall also bring him to the door, or unto 
the door post; and his master shall bore his ear 
through with an awl; and he shall serve him for- 
ever." Ex. 21 :5, 6. 	, 

Now will any one claim that the life of that 
servant, as well as that of his master, was to be 
prolonged to all eternity? Certainly not; no one 
can be found who would gather from the above text 
that either the servant or his master would live any 
longer than a natural life-time. The text simply 
teaches that under the special circumstances men-
tioned, the servant should remain with his master 
and serve him continuously, as long as he should 
live. So we find that "forever" does not neces-
sarily mean "to all eternity." 

Take another instance: In Isa. 34 :9, 10, we read 
concerning the land, here called "Idumea," as fol-
lows. "And the streams thereof shall be turned 
into pitch, and the dust thereof into brimstone, and 
the land thereof shall become burning pitch. It 
shall not be quenched 'night nor day; the smoke 
thereof shall go up forever; from generation to gen-
eration.  it shall lie waste; none shall pass through 
it forever and ever." In a similar strain the 
prophet continues to the close of the chapter; and 
then we read: "The wilderness and the solitary 
place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall 
be glad and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom 
abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing; 
the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the 
excellency of Carmel and Sharon; they shall see 
the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our 
God." Isa. 35:1, '2. These words are spoken of 
the same land from which, in the preceding chapter, 
it is said the smoke should ascend forever. So we 
see that there does come a time when the smoke 
does not arise from it; and that is when "the in-
dignation of the Lord upon all nations" shall have 
been accomplished. Thus again we find that "for-
ever," even "forever and ever," does not necessarily 
imply that there shall be no end. 

This text is the more important, as it has a direct 
bearing on Rev. 14 :11. The time when the smoke 
shall thus ascend forever, is "the day of the Lord's 
vengeance, and the year of recompenses for the 
controversy of Zion" (Isa. 34 :8), and the time when 
"the indignation of the Lord is upon all nations" 
(verse 2). This being so, and the fact having been 
proved that the land does afterward cease burning, 
and become renewed, we find that we are positively 
bound to admit that there will come a time when 
the smoke of the torment of the rebellious ones 
will cease; and that the statement that it shall 
ascend forever and ever, means, as in the other two 
cases cited, that it will ascend continuously, as long 
as there are any wicked in existence. There will  

be no reprieve in their case, nor relaxing of the 
punishment. The fire which causes the smoke is 
unquenchable; it utterly devours the sinners; but 
when they have been devoured, and have become 
ashes, then the fire will of necessity cease to burn, 
and likewise the smoke will cease to ascend. 

Read the verses (Rev. 14 :9-11) once more. They 
(the rebellious ones) "shall drink of the wine of 
the wrath of God, which is poured out without 
mixture." In our last article we learned (Ps. 2 :12) 
the effect of the wrath of God when it is kindled 
even a little against the people of the earth; it is 
to cause them to "perish,"—"to come to nothing." 
Now if the wicked are made to drink of the " wine 
of the wrath of God, which is poured out without 
mixture," certainly the result can be nothing less 
than their utter destruction. 

We are not attempting to fix the duration of the 
"tribulation and anguish" which the wicked shall 
suffer previous to their death, nor to limit it in any 
way. The statement that "they have no rest day 
nor night," implies that it will not be of short 
duration. That they will suffer anguish for a long 
time, there can he no doubt; neither can there be 
any more doubt that this anguish will eventually 
be terminated by death; "for the wages of sin is 
death;" "sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death." If we insist that the torments of the 
wicked never cease, then these texts have no mean-
ing. Yet it must be borne in mind that there is 
no restoration to the favor of God. No; the wicked 
shall "go away into everlasting punishment," even 
"everlasting destruction." 

Rev. 14 :10 is not the only place where the "wine 
of the wrath of God" is mentioned. In Jeremiah 
25:15 we read: "For thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel unto me: Take the wine cup of this fury at 
my hand, and cause all the nations, to whom I 
send thee, to drink it." The different nations that 
shall drink of it are then specified, and the list 
closes with these words: "And all the kings of the 
north, far and near, one with another, and all the 
kingdoms of the world, which are upon the face 
of the earth." Verse 26. This corresponds with 
Ps. 75 :8: "For in the hand of the Lord there is 
a cup, and the wine is red; it is full of mixture; 
and he poureth out of the same; but the dregs 
thereof all the wicked 'shall wring them out, and 
drink them." Now what will be the result of their 
drinking of this cup? We turn again to the proph-
ecy in Jeremiah:— 

"Therefore thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith 
the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Drink ye, and 
be drunken, and spue, and fall, and rise no more, 
because of the sword which I will send among you. 
And it shall be, if they refuse to take the cup at 
thine hand to drink, then shalt thou say unto them, 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts: Ye shall certainly 
drink. For, lo, I begin to bring evil upon the city 
which is called by my name, and should ye be ut-
terly unpunished? Ye shall not be unpunished; 
for I will call for a sword upon all the inhabitants 
of the earth, saith the Lord of hosts." "A noise 
shall come even to the ends of the earth; for the 
Lord hath a controversy with the nations; he will 
give them that are wicked to the sword, saith the 
Lord." "And the slain of the Lord shall be at that 
day from one end of the earth even unto the other 
end of the earth; they shall not be lamented, neither 
gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung upon the 
ground." Jer. '25 :27-29, 31, 33. 

Thus we see that the drinking of the wine of the 
wrath of God produces death. They who drink it 

fall, and rise no more." This is perfectly in har-
mony with what we have previously learned of the 
effect of God's wrath, when it abideth on the sinner. 
But there is one more text to be noticed in this 
connection, which settles the case absolutely. It 
is Obadiah 15, 16, which reads thus:— 

" For the day of the Lord is near upon all the  

heathen; as thou hest done, it shall be done unto 
thee; thy reward shall return upon thine own head. 
For as ye have drunk upon my holy mountain, so 
shall all the heathen drink continually; yea. they 
shall drink, and they shall swallow down, and they 
shall be as though they had not been." 

What stronger language could be used to show 
the final utter extinction of the wicked? And let 
it be remembered that this language is used con-
cerning those who drink of "the wine of the wrath 
of God," threatened in Rev. 14 : 9-11. Certainly 
all must agree, then, that this latter text, instead 
of teaching the endless torture of the wicked, 
plainly shows that they, after suffering for an un-
known length of time the "tribulation and an-
guish" which is their just due, finally receive the 
full wages of sin, which is death. 	E. J. W. 

The Lord's Day. 

"I Wes in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard 
behind me a neat voice As of a trumpet." Rev. 1: 
10. Strange as the statement may appear, an ex-
amination of this text involves an answer to the 
question, " Who is the Lord ?" Indeed, it may be 
said that this question covers a large portion of the 
ground at issue. This fact is not owing to any dif-
ficulty in the text itself, but solely to the position 
taken by those who have appropriated the term 
"Lord's day" to the first day of the week. They 
have made the settlement of the question as to what 
day is meant by the expression "Lord's day" de-
pend on something which is not, or ought not to be 
in dispute at all. This fact will be more clearly 
seen by the following, from an article entitled "The 
Lord's Day," which was sent to us some time ago for 
review:— 

"To learn what day is the Lord's day, it is neces-
sary to know who is the Lord. Adventists deny 
that Jesus is Lord, therefore they are prepared to 
deny that that day which gives Jesus most honor is 
the Lord's day." 

If the writer of the above knew anything at all 
about Seventh-day Adventists (for of course they 
are the Adventists to whom he refers), he well knew 
that he was penning a falsehood when he wrote it. 
It is a good sample, however, of the method of ar-
gument (?) by which Sunday has been exalted to, 
and maintained in, its present position in the pro-
fessed Christian world. Instead of going directly 
to the point, and bringing proof—Bible proof—that 
Sunday is the Lord's day, its adherents attempt to 
turn the mind away from a consideration of the real 
question at issue. They erroneously assume that if 
Christ is Lord, then Sunday must be the Lord's day; 
then they assert that Adventists deny the divinity 
of Christ. The result is that, in the minds of those 
whom they can induce to believe their statements, 
a very natural prejudice is aroused against the Ad-
ventists; and in proportion as they become preju-
diced against Seventh-day Adventists, they increase 
in devotion to any institution or practice to which 
Seventh-day Adventists are opposed. But there is 
no more reason in the assumption that, because 
Christ is Lord, therefore Sunday is the Lord's day, 
than there would be in the assumption that, because 
Noah built the ark, therefore he must have been the 
discoverer of America. And the statement that 
Seventh-day Adventists deny that Christ is Lord, is 
nothing less than willful falsehood. Such methods 
are adopted only by men who are conscious that 
they have no proof for their theory, yet are deter-
mined to sustain it at all hazards. Macaulay says 
that whenever people have made up their minds 
without knowing why, "discussion ends in scurril-
ity, the last resource of the disputant who cannot 
answer, and who will not submit." 

The inspired prophet exclaims: "0 Israel, thy 
prophets [teachers] are like the foxes in the des-
erts." Eze. 13 :4. The marked characteristic of 
the fox is craftiness. He will cover up his trail, 
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and resort to various devices to throw the hunters 
off his track. His characteristic cunning is mani-
fested in deceiving his pursuers as to his real loca-
tion, causing them to think that he is in a certain 
hole when he is far distant. That the prophet, by 
this figure, aptly describ es the supporters of the 
Sunday-sabbath, is evident to one who has studied 
their tactics. Take the case before us, for instance. 
They accuse us of denying the divinity of Christ,  
in order to divert attention from the real question 
at issue, and also to conceal the fact that they them-
selves in reality deny his divinity. For proof of 
this last statement we offer the following:— 

It is readily conceded that the seventh-day Sab-
bath was appointed by God himself at Sinai; this 
is not denied even by those who will not allow that 
it was given at creation. Further, they do not 
claim that God ever appointed any other day. But 
they do claim that Sunday should be observed in 
honor of Christ, and that he sanctioned, if he did 
not institute, such observance. Thus they make the 
Father and the Son antagonistic to each other, or. 
to say the least, they have each one working on a 
plan of his own, and for his own pleasure. But 
this is utterly at variance with the truth uttered by 
Christ, "I and my Father are one." John 10:30. 
Unity with the Father is an essential part of the 
divinity of Christ; . and therefore to claim that 
Christ engaged in anything that the Father did not, 
or that he has any interest separate from the Fa-
ther, is to deny that perfect unity, and, consequently. 
to deny the divinity of Christ. Since the question 
of the divinity of Christ is made a prime factor in 
determining this matter of the Lord's day, the re-
mainder of this article will be devoted to that point. 

Christ says, "I and my Father are one." This 
we must accept as an absolute fact in the sense in 
which he designed it. He prayed to the Father for 
his disciples, " that they may be one, even as we 
are one." John 17 :22. The union between the 
Father and the Son is the same as should exist be-
tween brethren in the faith. It is a union of 
thought and purpose. See 1 Cor. 1 :10. The will 
of one is the will of the other. The language of 
Christ was, "I delight to do thy will, 0 my God; 
yea, thy law is within my heart." Ps. 40 :8. 
Again, "Believest thou not th .t I am in the Father, 
and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto 
you I speak not of myself; but the Father that 
dwelleth in me, he doeth the works." John 14 :10. 
A closer union than this cannot be imagined. So 
close is the union that Christ is called God, as in 
Isa. 9:6, and Titus 2 : 13. In talking with the 
young man (Matt. 19:16, 17) he himself plainly 
showed his right to be called God. The apostle 
Paul, speaking of Christ, says that "in him dwell-
eth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily." Col. 
2 : 9. 

This fact of the unity of the Father and the Son, 
must of necessity be true at all times, and under 
all circumstances. Let us see. Jesus is known as 
the Saviour, the Redeemer of the World. It is 
through his blood that we have redemption (Col. 1: 
14), and besides his name there is no salvation in 
any other. Acts 4 :12. But if he and the Father 
are one, the Father must have had an equal share 
in the work of redemption. And so it is. The 
plan of salvation was not devised and executed by 
Christ apart from the Father. It is God's love that 
is commended to us in the death of Christ. Rom. 
5 :8. "God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life." John 
3 :16. When Christ was on earth he was doing the 
Father's work, for he said, 4‘ My meat is to do the 
will of him that sent me, and to finish his work." 
John 4 :34. And in harmony with this idea were 
his words to Mary. "Wist ye not that I must be 
about my Father's business?" Luke 2:49. The 
message that he bore was from the Father. He  

himself said, "My doctrine is not mine, but His 
that sent me" (John 7 : 16); "For I have not spoken 
of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave 
me a commandment, what I should say, and what I 
should speak." John 12:49. And so Paul says 
that "God was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto himself." 2 Cor. 5 :19. Therefore whatever 
memorials of redemption are observed, must be in 
honor of God as well as of Christ. 

Again, God is best known as the Creator of the 
world. This, indeed, is that for which he would 
be remembered, for his creative power is that which 
distinguishes him from false gods. See Jer. 10 :10-
12; Ps. 96 :5; 2 Cor. 8 :5, 6; Acts 14 :15. But if 
Christ and the Father are one, then Christ must 
have shared equally with the Father in his work of 
creation. And so he did. ."In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. . . . All things were made by 
him, and without him was not anything made that 
was made." John 1 : 1-3. Of the One through 
whose blood we have redemption, Paul says that 
" by him were all things created, that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether 
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers; all things were created by him and for 
him; and he is before all things, and by him all 
things consist." Col. 1 : 16, 17. And finally, Paul 
exhibits the unity of Father and Son in both crea-
tion and redemption, in these words: "God who at 
sundry times and in divers manners spake in time 
past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these 
last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he bath 
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made 
the worlds." Heb. 1 :1, 2. Thus we learn that it 
was through Christ that God made the worlds, and 
through Christ that God conveyed to lost man his 
message of mercy. In Christ God's will is made 
known and executed, and thus it is that he is called 
"the Word of God." 

When we say that all Seventh-day Adventists 
hold to the truths taught by these scriptures as car-
dinal points of faith, it will be readily perceived 
that a denial of the divinity of Christ is not one of 
their peculiarities. With Peter they believe that 
God hath made this same Jesus who was crucified 
"both Lord and Christ;" and they also gladly ac-
knowledge the fact "that all men should honor the 
Son, even as they honor the Father." John 5 :23. 
In what way they should honor him, will be shown 
next week. 	 E. J. W. 

Higher and Higher. 

NEVER rest satisfied with present attain-
ments. You cannot. if you do you will go 
Hick. Either forward or backward you are al-
ways going—never stationary. Spiritual bless-
ings received and realized, will impart power to 
the soul, and that power will be shown in rising 
heavenward—in more abiding in Jesus, more 
entire surrender of ourselves and everything to 
him, more fruit to the Father's glory, more of 
the mind of Jesus about us in all things. Yes, it 
will be a rising higher. As it is in nature, so 
it is in grace. As we rise, earth and earthly 
things look smaller and smaller, while Heaven 
and heavenly things grow to our view. 

0 Christian, live near to God! Remember 
that a worldly Christian does far more harm than 
any unconverted man. A worldly Christian is 
the most miserable of all men. The "salt has 
lost its savor," and, in Christ's own words, is 
"henceforth good for nothing!" The baneful 
influence of such men on the souls of others, is 
fearful to think of. As in nature, so in grace—
the flower once cultivated and then neglected 
is the worst of all thorns!—Whitfield. 

THE law of the harvest is to reap more than 
you sow. Sow and act, and you reap a habit; 
sow a habit, and you reap a character; sow a 
character, and you reap a destiny. 

"Forbear Thee from Meddling." 

GOD'S people have no business with the con-
troversies between worldly powers or fictions. 
Their unavoidable conflicts with the world are 
all that they can possibly attend to, and they 
can only manage these by the help of the Lord, 
and by keeping aloof from unnecessary bur-
dens. The Lord never approved of Israel mak-
ing allies of other nations, or meddling in their 
affairs in any way other than positively directed 
as his instruments. So in all ages they have 
a specific mission, a direct line of policy from 
which they may not deviate without injury to 
themselves and their cause. The more com-
plicated the world's perplexities become, the 
more necessity for Christians to "seek unto 
their God." Nothing would please Satan more 
than to get those who have  a special work of 
reformation on hand to turn aside and take an 
interest in the political muddle of the present 
time in this country. He well knows that 
perilous times are close upon us, and that if he 
can get •the followers of the Lord to come up 
to that timo with their interest absorbed in 
worldly matters, they will fall an easy prey. 

A most striking illustration of the present 
danger is presented in the case of Josiah, king 
of Judah. Josiah came to the throne when 
only eight years old, succeeding the terribly 
wicked reigns of his father Amon and his 
grandfather Manasseh. But he was destined 
for a work of reform. At the age of sixteen 
years "he began to seek after the God of 
David," and at eighteen he began to purge the 
land of idolatry, and to re-establish the wor-
ship of the true God. "While repairing the 
temple at Jerusalem, a copy of the law was 
found, and the young king exerted every effort 
to spread a knowledge of it among the people.-
So successful was his work of reform that in 
the eighteenth year of his reign the people 
were ready to bold a great passover, such as 
bad not been kept in Israel from the days of 
Samuel the prophet. 

But, a few years afterward, Josiah was drawn 
into a snare. The king of Egypt bad a con-
troversy with the king of Assyria, and went 
to make war with him; but Josiah went out 
with his army to intercept him. It *as not 
his quarrel; he had no legitimate interest in 
it other than personal feeling. King Necho 
warned him, saying, "What have I to do with 
thee, thou king of Judah? I came not against 
thee this day, but against the house wherewith 
I have war." Bat Josiah would not hearken 
unto the words of Necho although "from the 
mouth of the Lord." He was anxious for a, 
worldly fight, perhaps through a desire to dis-
tinguish himself and his kingdom. So be dis-
guised himself' to fight with the Egyptians. 

Thus Josiah unnecessarily made an enemy 
of a powerful king who was disposed to be his 
friend. And the consequence was, his own life 
and usefulness were summarily cut off, his nation 
was humbled and brought under tribute, and 
the great work of reform for which he had 
been specially raised up was ignominiously 
thwarted. So much for "meddling" in worldly 
affairs, when the Lord had a special work for 
him to execute. 

Those now engaged in the work of the Third 
Angel's Message may learn a profitable lesson 
from the fate of Josiah. The purpose of God 
may in some way be worked out through party 
strife (" Surely the wrath of man shall praise 
thee." Ps. 76 : 10.) He may commission one 
political party to punish another; yet that 
party might justly say to those who are in 
charge of the oracles of God and his work of 
reform, "Forbear thee from meddling with God, 
who is with me, that he destroy thee not." 
When God's people go forth to a battle unsent, 
they are more liable to fight against the inter-
ests of his cause than for it. When they rush 
blindly into unnecessary conflicts, they are sure 
to make enemies where they might have had 



"TRUTH is mighty, and must prevail." By 
this it is not meant that all who. hear the truth 
will yield to its claims, but that there is power 
in it to overcome the prejudices of early edu-
cation, when the heart is willing to obey. Paul 
says, " The weapons of our warfare are not car- 
►nal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strongholds; casting down imagina-
tions, and every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, and bringing 
into captivity every thought to the obedience 
of Christ." 2 Cor. 10 : 4, 5. The only weapon 
of aggressive warfare mentioned in Paul's de-
scription of the Christian's armor, is " the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God." 
It is the truth that sets at liberty those who 
know it. John 8 :32. But in order to know 
the truth, it is necessary to be willing to do the 
will of the Author of truth. 

As showing the convincing power of the 
truth simply stated, we quote an extract from 
a letter placed in our bands by a friend. The 
writer, a devoted Christian lady, had received 
from this friend a few copies of the SIGNS 
OF THE TIMES. How the truth commended it-
self to her, the following paragraph will show:— 

"In regard to the Sabbath question: I have 
never before spent any time thinking about the 
matter. I accepted Sunday as it came, un-
questioningly, likle gany another. After look-
ing into the subject as much as my limited time 
will allow. I cannot help the conclusion that 
you have the balance of reason; I was about 
to write, nay, I must go further, and admit 
that you have all the truth on your side. And 
how our denominations can look with indif-
ference on a divergence that can be retraced, 
l do not understand. There are many other 
things I do not understand; many things that 
are too wonderful for me; but this one question 
of the Sabbath, the seventh day being the day 
of especial rest appointed by God, who can 
doubt it?" 

The humble worker in the missionary cause 
should not become discouraged because success 
does not seem to crown all his efforts. Truth 
is powerful, and will accomplish that which 
the Lord designs, even the sanctifying of all 
who have humility enough to receive it. "Sow 
beside all waters," remembering that " the 
Lord knoweth them that are his," and that )i►e 
will direct the word of truth to the hearts of' 
those who will acknowledge its power. 

"W 

" WE"  is  a  very convenient pronoun.. It is 
used by kings, emperors, editors, preachers, 
and backsliders, as a pronoun of the first per-
son. 

" We do not any of us do as we ought." 
"We are all unfaithful." • 
"We do not any of us accomplish as much 

as wo might." 
Why is it that it is so much easier for a man 

to confess the sins of the whole church than to 
confess his own? 

Why is it that men say "I" when they tell 
of good things done, and "we" when they speak 
of backsliding, unfaithfulness, and sin? 

Men say, " We all love the world too well," 
but. will they own that they are sinful in this 
reF-ptict? Why is it so much easier to say, 

re are sinners," than it is to say, "I am a 
sinner"? 

Power of the Truth. 
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friends; they are sure to call down disaster 
upon the work which the Lord would have 
them build up. The excitement of political 
strife can in no way prepare the heart for the 
service of God, or prepare a people to stand 
in the Judgment. In view of the pending 
crisis, we can only cling to our message of 
warning, and "turn not to the right hand nor 
to the left." 	 W. N. GLENN. 

Why is it so much easier to say, " We love 
the world and ought to repent," than it is to 
say, "I love the world, I need salvation"? 

Suppose we say "we". when we speak of 
doing good things, and 1 when we confess our 
sins, and faults, and follies. 

Many a woman will confess all the sins in 
the neighborhood except her own. Many a 
man will tell of all the faults in the church 
Members but his own. Persons tell their own 
righteousness and their neighbor's sins. 

Suppose we reverse this order, and tell of 
our own sins, and of otter persons' righteous-
ness. Tell our own faults, and leave our ex-
cellence to others. "Let another praise thee, 
and not thine own mouth." "Confess your 
faults one to another, and pray one for another, 
that ye may be healed." 

God help as to be honest and Christlike. 
Amen.-861. 

Abominations. 

IT  is  abomination to worship any but the true 
God, "either the sun, or moon, or any of the 
host of heaven." Deut. 17 :4. 

"There shall not be found among you any 
one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass 
through the fire, or that useth divination, or 
an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a 
witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar 
spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer; for all 
that do these things are an abomination unto 
the Lord." neut. 18 : 10-12. 

" The woman shall not wear that which per-
tainoth unto a man, neither shall a man put on 
a woman's garment; for all that do so are abom-
ination unto the Lord thy God." Deut. 22 : 5. 

It is abomination to use divers weights, a 
great and a small; or divers measures, a great 
and a small. "But thou shalt have a perfect 
weight and a perfect measure." Deut. 25 : 14-
16; 'Prov. 11 : 1; 20 : 10. 

"Envy thou not the oppressor, and choose 
none of his ways; for the froward is abomina-
tion to the Lord." Prov. 3 : 31, 32; 11 : 20. 

"These six things doth the Lord hate; yea, 
seven are an abomination unto him: A proud 
look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed inno-
cent blood; a heart that deviseth wicked im-
aginations, feet that be swift in running to mis-
chief; a false witness that speaketh lies, and he 
that soweth discord among brethren. Prov. 
6 : 16-19. 

" The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomina-
tion to the Lord." Prov. 15 : 18. Also the 
thoughts of the wicked. Verse 26. 

" Every one that is proud in heart is an 
abomination to the Lord; though hand join 
in hand, he shall not be unpunished." Prov. 
16 : 5. 

"He that justifieth the wicked, and he that 
conderaneth the just, even they both are abomi-
nation to the Lord." , Prov. 17 : 15. 

"The thought of foolishness is sin, and the 
scorner is an abomination." Prov. 24 : 9. 

"He that turneth away his ear from hearing 
the•law, even his prayer shall be abomination." 
Prov. 28 : 9. 

"An unjust man is an abomination to the just; 
and he that is upright in the way is abomina-
tion to the wicked." Prov. 29 : 27. 

"That which is highly esteemed among men 
is abomination in the sight of God." Luke 
16 : 15. 

As LONG as we are sheep, we shall certainly 
conquer, though a thousand wolves encompass 
us; but if we should become wolves ourselves, 
we should be conquered in an instant, because 
then the Good Shepherd would withdraw his 
assistance."—Chryeostons. 

MANLY piety makes even unbelief its friend. 
An uneasy, apologetic, compromising Christian 
is only an object of' deserved contempt on the 
part of those who behold him trying to trim 
his sails to winds of circumstances. 

X 	 MUSIC. 

RUBENSTEIN has been offered $125,000 for one 
hundred concerts, while a hundred years ago 
one of Mozart's finest compositions hardly 
brought the price of one of Rubenstein's tickets. 
Mozart himself; the great composer, was left to 
die at the age of thirty-six, in a garret, desti-
tute of life's barest necessities, and to be buried 
in a pauper's grave. An exchange thinks that 
"an observant reader of the sunny side of life and 
humanity will find in this increase of the world's 
appreciation of music, much to make him be-
lieve the world is growing upward into sunnier, 
gentler heights." 

Be not deceived, my friend. Let not the 
world be deceived by its abundant melodies and 
its growing appreciation of music into the 
thought that it is therefore growing better and 
more acceptable to God. Babylon was full of 
"all kinds of music" when God's judgments 
overthrew it, and the Apocalyptic Babylon 
"that great city which reigneth over the kings 
of the earth," has a wonderful musical history 
ascribed to her, in Rev. 18, just as she sinks as 
a millstone to rise no more. 

Solomon's temple was never in such enjoy-
ment of music as when he "turned his heart" 
from the Lord, and Jerusalem at its overthrow 
was not wanting in its musical appreciation. 
Let history tell us what age, what city, what 
nation, was ever wanting, either in musical 
genius or in appreciation of the same, when 
ripe for divine judgment. 

We love music. We thank God for music. 
It is a blessed relic of Eden. But let not the 
world think that God will accept its adoration 
of music as a substitute for the adoration of his 
Son. Until facts point to the world's increase 
of submission to Christ, it need not point to its 
love of music as a sign of its growing upward. 
With statistics showing twenty-five per cent. 
less of lawful marriages than forty years ago, 
according to the increase of population, and 
thirty-seven per cent. more of divorces, thirty-
five per cent. more of suicides and murders, 
and a falling off of attendance at religious wor-
ship of fifty per cent., the fact that the world 
is growing more and more merry in the midst 
of its increasing horrifying crimes, and of its 
"more ungodliness," is rather a proof of the 
growing dullness of its moral sensibilities. 

The music that shines into the very soul of 
man as his heart becomes the "temple of the 
Holy Ghost" through faith in his adorable 
Redeemer, such as has voiced itself in Corona-
tion arid in Old Hundred, will roll on and on, 
with ever deepening swell's and thrilling har-
monies, till the eternal ages ot• the world to 
come shall gather up all the heaven-born 
melodies of the past, and the new strains of 
the "crowning day," and give the ravished ear 
of the redeemed an endless feast of seraphic 
song. When the world gives evidence of grow-
ing production of such heavenly strains as 
redemption wakes, it will then indeed give 
evidence of' "growing upward toward summer 
heights." Till then let •her glorying cease.—
Pacific Missionary Advocate. 

GETTING RID OF BAD HABITEL—I once heard 
a  minister say, "Suppose some cold morning,  
you should go into a neighbor's house, and find 
him busy at work on his windows, scratching 
away, and should ask what he was up to, and he 
should reply: 'Why, I am trying to remove 
the frost; but as fast as I get it off one square, 
it comes on another;' would you not say, Why, 
man, let your windows alone .and kindle your 
fire, and the frost will soon come off.' And 
have you not seen people try to break off 
their bad habits one after another without 
avail? Well, they are like the man who tried 
to scratch the frost from his windows. Let the 
fire of love to God and man, kindled at the altar 
of' prayer, burn in their hearts, and the bad 
habits will soon melt away."—Sel. 
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WHAT IS i1IA.R.7`1:1P 

BY MRS. M. J. BAHLER. 
OH what is this earth with its pleasures? 

A bauble so worthless and vain 
That the hearts which have most of its treasures 

Are throbbing and bursting with pain. 
• Oh, heed not the voices enticing, 

•Which call thee to join with the throng 
Who are laughing and chatting so gaily, 

Unheeding the hours which roll on. 

Nay, list' not, nor linger one moment 
In the bowers at the side of the way; 

They are fragrant, I know, with sweet odors, 
Rare flowers there blooming each day; 

But there's danger beneath their shade tempting; 
They enchant, and then lead us away 

From the path which is rugged and thorny, 
And filled with great crosses alway. 

Then, oh, shun not the path filled with crosses, 
'Tis the road to the city of God; 

No other leads up to those mansions— 
Then bow 'neath the cross and the rod. 

Yes, the cross we must take with rejoicing, 
Like Peter, e'en thankful to share 

The scorn and contempt so debasing, 
Which our Lord in humility bare. 

Then think not, 0 follower of Jesus, 
One moment, so precious, to spend 

In idle and fruitless endeavor 
To please self; you'll find in the end 

That each cup which you dr in in these bowers 
So pleasing to eye and to taste, 

Will assuredly prove no elixir, 
But will deaden your senses; then haste. 

Leave planning and caring for pleasure; 
Lift nobly each cross which you find; 

Then peace will shed softly her fragrance, 
Distilling pure love through the mind. 

Oh, think, were the heavens to open, 
And Jesus in glory to appear, 

Transcendent, majestic, and awful, 
With trumpet peals piercing the air,— 

With the chariot of cloud swiftly coining 
To earth for the chosen and tried, 

Should we then lift our voices rejoicing, 
Or seek in deep caverns to hide? 

Oh, swiftly that great day approaches, 
That day fraught with anguish and joy; 

Then let not the angel write sadly, 
Vain pleasures God's children employ. 

Oakland, Cal., Nov. 2,1884. 

Nell's Opportunities. 

"A commonplace life, we say, and wesigh; 
But why should we sigh as we say ? 

The commonplace sun in the commonplace sky 
Makes up the commonplace day. 

The moon and tie stars are commonplace things, 
And the flower that blooms nd the bird that sings; 
But dark were the world and sad our lot 
If the flowers failed and the sun shone not; 
And God, who studies each separate soul, 
Out of commonplace lives makes his beautiful whole." 

" 1 wont that we could all do great things; it 
is so tiresome, I think, just being commonplace, 
don't you, mamma?" said Nell.Weston, laying 
aside her book with a discontented sigh. 

" What do you call 'commonplace,' and what 
'great things' would you like to do?" 

" Why, I call my life commonplace; it is noth-
ing but doing housework, going to school, and 
amusing the children. I suppose that is all that 
it ever will be, only by-and-by I shall stop go-
ing to school. But 0 mamma, I wish I could 
be something great and good! If I could write 
a book and have lots of people writing to me, 
telling me how much it had helped them; or if 
I could be a great nurse like 'Sister Dora,' just 
giving my whole life up to doing good! But 
what is the use of thinking about it? There 
will never be any such chances for me." 

"Nell, will you give me a five-dollar gold 
piece?" 

Nell had been lounging on the sofa, but she 
suddenly sat upright and looked at her mother 
in blank astonishment. 

"What did you say, mamma?" she asked,  

wondering if it could be possible that her 
mother was losing her mind. 

"I asked you, please, to give me a five-dollar 
gold piece," replied,  Mrs. Weston, with a queer 
little twinkle in her eyes. 

"But I cannot. You know as well as I do 
that 1 haven't more than ten cents to my name, 
and am not likely to have until I am old 
enough to earn it myself." 

" My daughter," said Mrs. Weston earnestly, 
all traces of merriment gone now, "neither 
can you give to the world what you have not 
in your possession. You must acquire it first. 
Before you could write your book that should 
ennoble others, you must have noble, helpful 
thoughts in your heart; you must be noble and 
true yourself. You cannot lead others beyond 
yourself. And if you would do some great work 
of self-sacrifice, you must strive to become self-
denying and Christlike habitually, else when 
the opportunity comes, it will find you as the 
bridegroom did the foolish virgins, not ready." 

"But what if it never come?" 
"You would be noble, true, and Christlike all 

the same. I. think, however, that you will find 
the trouble is not that the opportunity fails to 
come, but that either we are not prepared, or 
else we fail to discover it." 

"Do I have any? No, of course I have not 
had; but will I ever, do you suppose?" 

"I think that you do have opportunities every 
day of your life, little daughter." 

"Mamma Weston, what can you mean?" 
asked Nell, with an exclamation point after 
every word. 

"Just what I say, dear. Now there was 
yesterday's. You half promised to go and sit 
with Maggie Deane, but when Cora Clarke 
came for you to go to ride with her, you gave 
Maggie up and went. Poor Maggie had a long, 
lonely afternoon, all the harder to bear because 
she had been anticipating your coming all the 
week. You had the opportunity and you did 
not use it." 

"It was too bad, I know," said Nell, regret-
fully; " but then, after all, it was only a little 
thing." 

"But it was too much for you, you see." 
Nell was silent for some time. By and by 

she turned to her mother with the question:— 
" Are such little things the same as great 

things?" 
" Certainly, exactly the same in principle. 

You will find that these lives of self-sacrifice 
which look so tempting as you read of them, 
are hard to live. Hannah More says that when 
we read, we think we could be martyrs, but 
when we come to act, we cannot bear a pro-
voking word. But every victory gained over 
self makes us stronger, and as fast as we deserve 
promotion, he grants it. If you really deserve 
a post of honor, you must see that you are fitted 
for it, and be willing to endure the hardships if 
you would win the glory. And remember, that 
for all we give up for Christ, we receive an 
hundredfold back. There is no happiness like 
that found in giving our whole selves up to 
Christ. Carlyle speaks truly when he says that 
with self-renunciation begins life." 

Again Nell relapsed into silence. Sometimes 
she wished that she was a Christian, and then 
again it looked so hard to be always struggling 
to be good, so easy and comfortable just to 
please one's self, that she could not make up her 
mind. She was halting betwixt two opinions. 

" Mamma," she said presently, " I wish peo-
ple turned good all at once. I am like the old 
chief who came to Dr. Livingstone, and wanted 
some medicine to take for his wicked, angry 
heart. I would not mind one real hard fight; 
it is the keeping at it all your life that discour-
ages me." 

"But it is only to those who endure to the 
end, who are faithful unto death, that the crown 
is promised. Isn't that reward worth struggling 
for, even all the days of your life? 0 my 
precious daughter, you are willing to work day  

after day and year after year for the education 
you covet so much, why will you not strive to 
obtain the prize without which all else profiteth 
nothing? 

Nell nestled back among the pillows and gave 
herself up to her own meditations and dreams. 
She liked to read of lives of heroism and noble 
self-sacrifice. She liked almost, if not quite, as 
well to dream of herself as such a character, 
but—oh dear, could she deny herself in a thou-
sand ways every day of her life? 

Just then her thoughts and the Sabbath after-
noon stillness were broken into by an impor-
tunate, childish voice. 

"1 say, mamma, won't you come down-stairs 
now? We are tired of 'musing ourselves, and 
want you to read to us." 

It was Teddy's voice, and Margie, of course, 
was with him, for the two were inseparable. 
"' Cause we's twinses," Margie said. 

Mamma laid down her book. Nell, watching 
her through her half-closed eyes, saw her give 
just a wee bit of a sigh. Mamma's chances for 
quiet thought and her beloved " Imitation " wore 
few and far between. 

"Why don't you go down and read to the 
children, and let your mother rest? She has 
to work bard all the week," whispered some-
thing or somebody very distinctly in Nell's ear. 

But she only nestled closer down in the pil-
lows. It was so comfortable here, and she 
wanted to think; besides, she hated to read to 
the children—Teddy was sure to ask such aw-
ful questions. She had to study hard herself 
all the week, and she did not want to go. 

"Very hard you have to work for a strong, 
healthy girl!" whispered back the little voice, 
just as.4istinctly as though Nell's head was not 
buried 'in' the pillovis. I thought you hated 
shams, and were always saying that you would 
be a thing and not pretend to be. Seems to me 
you are wanting to seem tube  what you  are 

• 
not." 

Nell's face colored. Mamma had reached the 
door by this time. Oh, dear! should she let her 
go? The door was open 110w; she must decide 
one way or the other. 

"1'11 go down, if you would like to rest.  I 
can make out to "muse' them I guess." 

"Thank you, ever so much, dear. I would 
like to rest a little longer." 

" What you a-comin' for?" asked Teddy in 
surprise, as Nell walked into the room. "We 
want mamma, not you." 

"But mamma is tired and wants to rest a 
little. Won't I do just as well ?" 

"Nobody can do just as well as mamma," re-
plied Teddy decidedly, for he was not particu-
larly troubled with bashfulness or delicacy of 
feeling. 

Nell felt strongly tempted for a minute to 
give it up, but resisting the temptation, she said 
pleasantly:— 

"Suppose, now that I am here, you try me, 
and see if I don't do pretty well." 

"I s'pose we'll have to; here's the book." 
Nell sat down in the big chair by the window; 

Margie brought her little rocker over beside 
Nell, while Teddy established himself in front,  
of them. The book, which was one that Teddy 
had drawn from the Sunday-school library, was 
the story of a little boy, Robby by name, whose 
way as a transgressor was very hard; but who 
at last, profiting by hard experience, found the 
paths of virtue were indeed paths of peace. 

The children listened almost breathlessly. 
Nell became quite interested herself. 

"Had a pretty hard time, didn't he?" com-
mented Teddy, as she finished. "Seems to me 
I'd been good before, if I'd been in his place. 
'Twould have saved him lots of trouble." 

May be he didn't know that, suggested Mar-
gie. 

"Oh, you ain't through yet," interrupted 
Teddy, as Nell made a motion to rise. "You've 
got to make the application now. Mamma says 
it don't do any good to read good books unless 



OASES like the following are not uncommon. 
We know  a young lady who was surrounded 
by all the comforts and luxuries of a refined 
and elegant home. In the course of her giddy 
youth she conceived a strong passion for the 
coachman of the family, the same old story, so 
frequently repeated in these days on which we 
have fallen. They were married. The shock 
of the household was great. When the first 
outbreak of anger and grief was past, a com-
promise was made with the offending parties, 
and they made their home for life in the stable! 
Love can go a long way in making a cottage 
comfortable and enjoyable. Poverty is not in-
compatible with peace and happiness. But love 
is not enough to make a woman at home in a 
stable, who is wont to tread on velvet carpets 
and recline on soft pillows. 'Her lot was mis-
ery, and her brief life one.of bitter regret. It 
is useless to say that parents, if wise, will make 
things different. Perhaps these parents did the 
very best they could. The introduction into 
the family of discordant elements, or the setting 
up in higher life of one who had no capacity to 
maintain the position nor taste to enjoy it, might 
have resulted in more misery than they found 
in their life among the denizens of the stable. 
And what was true of them will be found true 
of nineteen in every twenty marriages that are 
thus injudiciously made.—The  Observer. 

IF you think that you have nothing to do, 
look about you and see if you can find some-
thing to do for somebody else. To your sur-
prise, you will probably have a chance inside of 
two minutes. No matter what it is, or how 
trifling or unpleasant it may be,  do it; and you 
will find that you will be better and happier 
for it. 

"HONOR thy father and mother; which is  the 
first commandment with promise." Eph. 6:2. 
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you 'ply 'em to your own life, and try to profit 
by them. She 'plys 'em pretty hard sometimes, 
so you needn't be afraid of hurting us. Go 
ahead now, fast as you've a mind to."  

Two thoughts went flashing through Nell's 
mind as she settled back in her chair. Had 
she missed the good of her reading by failing 
to apply its principles and teachings to her own 
life? And also how could she give a helpful ap-
plication of even this simple story to these chil-
dren? Mamma was right. One must have, 
before giving to others. Still, there they were 
waiting; she would do the best she could. 

"I think," she said slowly and hesitatingly, 
"that you ought to learn from this story how 
very sure we are to get into trouble when we 
do wrong, and that even if it is hard, you will 
be a great deal happier when you aro trying to 
do right." 

"How do you know, do you try yourself?" 
Nell's face crimsoned. Teddy did ask such 

saucy questions! But something kept the an-
gry words unspoken. "After all, was it any 
wonder that he asked the question?" whispered 
a little voice. Had she ever given him cause 
to think she knew the truth of what she was 
saying? 

"Not as much as I ought, little brother," 
she said gently. "But, suppose that we all try 
harder than ever, and s,ee if it isn't so; will 
we?" 

"I will," whispered Margie, laying her hand 
lovingly in Nell's. 

"Guess you've been trying this afternoon, 
haven't you?" asked the incorrigible Ted. 

"Some," replied Nell, laughingly. 
"Well, you've done pretty well, hope you 

will keep on. I think your lots nicer." 
—t 

	

	"I believe—that I will keep on," wa's Nell's 
list thought before dropping to sleep that 
night.—Nristian Secretary. 

sr 
111-Assortid Marriages. 

The Fall of a Terrible Heathenism. 

PROBABLY there is not to be found in the world a 
more revolting monument of heathen supersti- 
tion than the great sacrificial stone which is 
still seen in the museum in the city of Mexico. 
It is in form like a butcher's block, though 
higher, and perhaps ten feet in diameter. The 
top is slightly convex, in order that the chest 
of the victim might be thrown upward in such 
a way as to facilitate the extraction of the 
heart. The process was to lay the victim on 
his back, where he was firmly held by attend-
ants, while the priest, dexterously opening the 
left side and thrusting in his hand, tore out the 
heart of the living victim, and held it up, drip-
ping with blood, before the idol of the temple. 
In the center of the convex surface there is still 
seen a cavity designed to receive the blood 
flowing from the wound; and connected with 
it is a trench by which it ran down the side 
into a receptacle. The horrifying object is 
sculptured on every side with figures represent-
ing war scenes and the capture of numerous 
victims. 

This stone, which is of a dark red porphyry, 
stood on the summit of the great Teoralli, 
the chief pyramidal temple of the city of Mex-
ico, where, towering above the surrounding 
houses and even the palace of Montezuma, it 
kept in full view of the people the bloody rites 
of one of the most savage religions ever 
known upon the earth. It is estimated that 
twenty thousand war prisoners were sacrificed 
by the Aztecs annually, so that the brutalizing 
spectacle witnessed upon this and other chief 
temples must have exerted an almost constant 
influence upon the hearts of the old and the 
young. 

After each battle of the Spaniards with the 
Aztecs in the conquest of the city, they were 
called to witness the terrible fate of their own 
comrades who had been taken prisoners, and 
who, with special ostentation and increased 
pomp, and more barbarous cruelty, were dragged 
to the top of the temple and sacrificed with 
prolonged torture upon the stone. After one 
of their most disastrous reverses, scores of 
Spaniards were thus immolated. 

Montezuma, though amiable  to a fault, had 
unfortunately been trained  for the  priesthood. 
While his generosity, kindness, and affection 
made him memorable—especially in contrast 
with the stern selfishness and perfidy of Cortez 
—yet he could say with respect to this terrible 
custom, that the only reason why he allowed 
the Tlascalans to remain unconquered, was that 
they might supply him with victims for his 
gods. 

But the priests of the Aztecs were not satis-
fied with prisonors of war alone. They taught 
the people that on certain great occasions 
the choicest of their youth must be offered 
to their gods; and on this same grim stone 
young men chosen for the purpose, after receiv-
ing for a time all honor and every possible hu-
man pleasure, were given to the sacrificial knife, 
though with the assurance that, dying thus glo-
riously, they would enjoy a higher bliss in the 
life to come. It is impossible to estimate the 
influence which this system might have exerted 
upon the Aztec race, had they longer been 
spared to extend their conquests, and enrich 
their altars with the blood of their fellow-men. 
But there is one comfort which we feel in sur-
veying that terrible altar—it alleviates our in-
dignation at the rapacity, cruelty, and bad faith 
of the Spanish conquerors. 

The Israelitish conquests found their justifi-
cation in the cruel human sacrifices of the Ca-
naanites; and as the bloody worship of Moloch 
found its counterpart in the cruel rites of the 
Aztecs, the Spaniards were spurred on, as they 
thought, by scriptural precedents. In the in-
terest of humanity we must rejoice that at least 
the religion of the Aztecs was  swept from the 
earth forever.—Statesman. 

VALUABLE BOOKS. 

FOR HOLIDAY PRESENTS. 

The Rollo Books, uniform style (14 vole.) 	 $14 OD' 
History of the Roman Empire (5 vols.) 	  7 50 
History of the English People, illustrated (4 vols.) 	 7 00 
Rollin's Ancient History (4 vole) 	  0 00 
The Lord's Land    6 00 
Library of Travel and Adventure (4 vols.) 	  8 25 
Sabbath Readings (4 vols.), with premium, Illustrated Lord's 

Prayer, or the Birds eye View of the Holy Land 
Bible Manners and Customs 	  
Treasury of Modern Biography, or Eminent Men and Women 

of the Nineteenth Century 	 
Light in Lands of Darkness 	  
Ride Through Palestine 	  
Life of Christ Library (5 vols.) 	 
Life and Times of Luther 	  
A History of the Huguenots 	  
The Dutch Reformation 	  
The English Puritans 	  
Sunshine at Home 	  
Heroines of the Mission Fields 
The Modern Missions,. 
Mission Life in Greece and Palestine.. 
Among the Mongols 	  
True Hearts and Happy Homes 	 
Almost a Woman 	  
Studies of Neglected Texts 	  
The Pilgrim Fathers 	  
History of the Covenanters (2  vols.) 	 
Without Christ and Wit. Him.. 
Jewish Social Life... 	........... 
The Temple and Its Services 
Sequel to Opposite the Jail 	  
Rawlin's  Mills 	  
Within Sea Walls 	  
Nally Channel' 	  
Captive, yet Conqueror 	  
Noble, but Not the Noblest 	  
Bells of Dumbarton 	  
Exile to Overthrow 	  
Without a Home. 	  
David Livingstone 	  
Five Women of England 	  

CHOICE BOOKS FOR ONE DOLLAR. 

Glen Elder (life in Scotland) 	 8 1 00 
Sunbeam Stories.   1 00 
William, Prince of Orange. 	  1 00 
Pen Pictures from Life 	  1 00 
Three Months in Egypt 	  1 00 
The Huguenot Potter 	  1 00 
Home Making.... 	  1 00 
Week-day Religion 	  1 00 
Sunday-school Hand-book   1 00 
Central Africa, Japan, and   1 00 
Through the Eye to the Heal t 	  1 00 
Tim, the Scissors Grinder 	  1 00 
Thrilling Life Sketches 	  1 00 
Story of a Prodigal     1 00 
Rebekah the Jewess. 	  1 00 
Story of a Pocket Bible    1 00 
Giant Cities and Holy Places  	1 00 
PiLoim's Progress...   1 00 
Tales of Three Centuries 	  1 00 
Victory at Last 	  1 00 
The Story of the Bible 	  1 00 

BED-ROCK PRICES. 

090 
oo 
85 
56 

Gives  the Bible evidence upon the interesting topic of the  earth 
made new, as the inheritance of the saints. 82 pp. Price, 10 cents. 

Addrrss, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Oil. 
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Leonoro's Trials .. . — .. . . . . — .. .. .... ....... ..... ... ..... 
The History of the English Bible 	  
The Church School and its Ofticers....... ................. 	 
Star of Bethlehem 	  
The Wars of the Cross . — .... ...... .... .. 	............ • 
Jessie Bower, or Mrs. Seliaffer's School 	  

EXCELLENT 50-CENT BOOKS. 

The Story of the Gospel. 	 $ 0 60 
Eastern Manners and Customs 	50 
Sunday.school Concert 	50 
Two New Years' Days 	50 
Brycos Pearl English Dictionary 	50 
Jessie's Work  	50 
Sybil Grey 	50 
The Brother's Cholee.-............... ..• • ............  	60 
Jonas Clarke 	 50 
Mirage of Life 	60 
Select Poems 	 50 
The Life of John Wesley.... 	50 
The Scottish Covenanters..........  	 60 
The Huguenots... 50 
The:Religious Revolution in the Sixteenth Century.... . ... . 	50 
Golden Grains Series, ten little books for ohildr,n, each con- 

taining 32 pages of carefully selected stone-,, all for 	50 

STILL CHEAPER BOOKS. 

The Healthy Christian . 	 8 0 40 
Power of Illustration 	40 
A Father's Letters to a Daughter 	85 
The Sabbath, a Poem   	30 
Fanny Lightman's Choice 	 80 
Child's Poems.... .......  	25 
Little Will 	 25 
The Believing Tradesman.  	25 
Diphtheria—Its Cause and Cure.  	 25 
The Advent Keep-alike._ ...... ........ .................. .. 	26 
Treasure Book of Poems   	10 

Any of the above books sent, post-paid, on receipt of price. Ten 
per cent. discount will be gh en on all eiders of 85.00 and upwards: 

Address, 	 PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal. 

History of the Waldenses. 	 
Francis Morton 	  
Young Man's Counselor 	 
Young Lady's Counselor 	 
The House of God 	 
Future Punishment (Dobney) 
Fred's Fresh Start 	 

THE HOME OF THE SAVED. 
By Ern. J N.  LOUGHBOROUGH. 
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rpartment. 
Norrott.—We send no papers from this Office without pay in ad-

vance,  unless by special arrangement When persons receive copies 
without ordering them they are  sent  by other parties, and we can 
give no information in regard to them. Persons thus receiving them 
are not indebted to the Office. 

,Voney orders, drafts, etc., should be made to "Pacific Press," 
Fs, re to individuals, as they may be absent, and business thereby 
be 	e I  tved. 

OUR G-IGN.E3FLA.11., AGENTS. 

Michigan—Miss Hattie House, care Review and Herald, 
Battle Creek, Mich. 

Now England—Mrs. E. T. Palmer, N. E. Tract Re-
pository, South Lancaster, Mass. 

North Pacific—Mrs.  C. L. Boyd, East Portland, Oregon. 
England—The Present Truth,  72 Heneage Street, Great 

Grimsby, lin. 
Norway—Bid. J. G. Matteson, Akersveren No. 2, 

Christiania, Norway. 
Switzerland—B. L. Whitney, care  Les Siynes des Temps, 

Bale, Suisse. 

Books for the Holidays. 

rLEASF. examine our list of hooks for holiday presents. 
In another column you will find a list of choice temper-
ance books, to which please call the attention of your 
neighbors and friends who are interested in the spread or 
temperance literature. We have a large assortment of 
tracts and pamphlets on health and temperance. Cata-
logue sent free to any address. We call your special at-
tention to the books, etc., noticed in our Sums Supple. 
meat this week. 

To Our Old Subscribers. 

VALUABLE PREMIUM OFFERS. 
TILE publishers of the Stems OF THE TIMES, desirous of 

retaining the patrounge of all their old subscribers, have 
decided to offer the following valuable premiums to all 
who will renew their subscriptions before Jan. 30, 188.5:— 

No. 1.—To our old friends and patrons who will send 
us, before Jan. 30, 1885, two dollars and fifty cents, we 
will send the SKINS OF TUE TIMES one year and mail 
either one of the following books: "Sketches from the 
Life of Paul," by Mrs. E. G. White; "The Life and 
Words of Christ," by Cunningham Giekie, D. D.; or the 
"Early Writings of Mrs. E. G. White." 

No. 2.—To any old subscriber who will, before ,Tan. 30, 
1885, send ns  three dollars, we  will furnish the SIGNS one 
year, and mail, from New York, a copy of " D'Aubigne's 
History of the Great Reformation," five volumes complete 
in one. 

The above books are so well known that no words of 
commendation are needed from us. 

In renewing your subscription, please state plainly 
which premium you want. 

Address, 	SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

RECEIPTS. 

NOTICE. —The change of figures on the address labels 
will be in all cases a sufficient receipt for money sent for 
the paper. If these changes do not appear in due time, 
and if books ordered by mail are not received, please 
notify us. All other business is acknowledged below. 

CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE FUND.—Vacaville, per J .1 
Bolton $154.35. 

CALIFORNIA CITY MISSIONS.—N  W King $3. 
CASH RECEIVED ON ACCOUNT.—N P T and M Society 

$126.70, Wm Hutchinson $25, B Robb $6. 
CALIFORNIA T AND M Socrwri.—G W Denforth $4, 

Jos Atkinson $4, T Chabot $2.50, Adna Hesseltine 35e, 
A .1 Morton $3, Mrs A Reese 25c, Mrs T A Lyons 25c, 
Henry Lange $1,  Frank Scott 15e, E M Sisley 75c, M 
Mosstord $5. 

ORDERS  I'012,W.A.B.1)14.11). 

Boors  SENT BY FREIGHT,  —Eld N C McClure, Eld S N 
Haskell. 

Boons SENT BY EXPRESS.—Eld W M Healey, James E 
Mathews, P M Partridge, Isaac Morrison, Libbie Saun - 
dere. 

Books SENT BY 	L Martin, Mrs Lizzie M Mof- 
fit, Mrs J A Robinson, Mrs J F Ford, Mrs J C Fink, J 
M Mendenhall, John jalway, W N King, Mrs I Horton, 
Mrs H P Reaper, Mrs J B May, AI E Sisley, Belle W 
Ackerman, J F Irish, J B Brannen, Mrs R Stickney, 
Allie Coombs J B Forrest, Fannie Seever, David Barr, 
John Brown, S M Koss, Bid S Osborne, Bid R G Garrett, 
M J Pound, H C Martin, C K Reeler, Mary E Neville, 
Martha Coombs, Susan Coombs, Gideon Brown, Bettie C 
Saxby, S M Bradford, Sarah Coe, Lillie Potter, Fannie 
Edwards, John Krum, J C Bunch, G L Haws, J E Gra-
ham, L N Crank, Geo Fulton, H A Baxter, J C Knight, 
T R Angove, Mrs F Trevillian, J 0 Van Orum, Mark 
Crabtree, Will J Boynton, Geo McDonald, John Burden, 
B Robb, A W Rothwell, T Lameneth, Charlie Johnston, 
Mrs S J Berry, Peter Penrold, Rev I Muller-Eggen. 

VMS and 41otc5. 
RELIGIOUS. 

—The expenses of the Methodist General Confer-
ence at Philadelphia were over $50,000. 

—The pope has created nine new cardinals. In 
his recent allocution lie made the customary wail 
about "the painful position in which the head of 
the church is placed," and bemoaned the trial 
through which "the church " is now passing. - 

-The Arkansas Methodist evidently has lost faith 
in the coming of the millennium, in this generation, 
at any rate. It says: "Facts and figures demon-
strate that the effort to bring the adult world to 
Christ is a failure." It might have added that the 
Bible demonstrates the same thing. 

—This from the Congrega tionalist:  "In describ-
ing a new theater, one of our daily contemporaries 
says: "The trap-room extends underneath the whole 
stage, and eight feet. below it.' That is about where 
—in our inexperience—we always supposed it was; 
only we thought it went down much lower." 

—Another convention of the United Presbyte-
rians is to be held to consider the "present state of 
the question of instrumental music in worship." 
The call regards the present state of the question, 
allowing the use of instruments, "as a chastisement 
from the Lord on the United Presbyterian Church." 

—The Roman Propaganda is said to have in the 
field no less than 6.700 missionaries. Of these 1,000 
are Capuchins, laboring in India and the islands of 
the Indian Ocean; 2,500 Franciscans, who are in 
Morocco and America; 300 Oblates in Jaffa., Natal, 
and Ceylon; 700 priests of the foreign mission in 
Malosis, Corea. and Tong uin ; 1,500 ,Jesuits in British 
Guiana, Armenia, and Madagascar; 200 Lazarists in 
Persia, Abyssinia, and Kiang Su; 500 Dominicans 
in the Philippine Islands and elsewhere. It is 
claimed that 700 of these last year converted 20.000 
pagans and baptized (sprinkled) 118,000 children. 

—The  Independent  reports a case in England, in 
which a curate brought.suit to recover pay for ser-
mons that he had not preached because the people, 
after hearing a few of his sermons, had refused to 
listen to Min during the remainder of his engage-
ment. The court decided in his favor, holding that 
a sermon is a sermon, even though it is so ridicu-
lous as to make the people laugh. On this verdict 
the Independent comments thus: " We are inclined 
to dissent from this ruling. Undoubtedly a sermon 
is a sermon, but a farrago of absurdities is not a 
sermon, even though it be headed with a text and 
delivered from the pulpit. And many a string of 
solemn platitudes, which make the people not laugh 
but yawn, might be counted out in settling  a con-
tract for good, serviceable sermons." 

—Rev. Calvin E. Amaron, in his statement of 
doctrine, read before the council by whose advice lie 
was installed pastor of a church in Lowell, Mass., 
said: " I have no sympathy with Universalism, be-
cause I find for it no foundation in God's word; I 
have sometimes wished I could make restorationism 
agree with divine revelation, but I cannot and there-
tore reject it also; and 1 have a perfect abhorrence 
for the degrading doctrine of conditional immortal-
ity." He has a "perfect abhorrence" for the doctrine 
of life only through Christ, yet he professes to honor 
Christ. It is quite evident that he mistakes his per-
sonal prejudices for knowledge of the Bible; but a 
strongly expressed belief in inherent immortality 
and hatred of conditional immortality would be suf-
ficient to secure a recommendation to an infidel, from 
the average so-called orthodox council. 

—The S. F.  Post  says: "The superintendents of 
the Congregational Church of the Northwest have 
made a spirited remonstrance against the 'incompe-
tency' and lack of common sense' evinced by 
many ministers sent out to them from the colleges 
and theological seminaries of the East. Such men, 
they say, however 'liberally educated' and ' thor-
oughly good in character,' without common sense, 
are thoroughly good for nothing in the work of the 
ministry' there, and ' our duty to the churches com-
pels us to set our faces against them.' A Western 
Presbyterian paper rejoices to see this remonstrance, 
and says: 'It is no kindness to let a good-natured, 
heavy, lumpy, sodden sort of fellow blunder through 
the course in theology because his dear, good mother 
consecrated him to the work before the world knew 
what a thick-witted fool her baby was. But the 
world finds it out, and-even the Christian world is 
not so entirely sanctified that :t is pleased with and 
thrives on ungrammatical nonsense.'" 

SECULAR, 

—The business portion of Palatka, Fla., was 
entirely destroyed by fire on the 9th inst. 

—Rear Admiral Alexander Murray. of the U. S, 
Navy, died in Washington, D. C., on the 10th inst, 

—Works of art valued at over $9,000,000 have 
1b8e7e7n.  imported into this country from Paris since 

—A severe shock of earthquake occurred at 
Cletherae, about twenty-live miles from Manchester, 
Eng., the 14th inst. 

—The superintendent of the Mt. Pleasant (Iowa) 
city schools, a teacher in the public school, and two 
students were drowned near that place Nov. 10. 

—In the gale of November 9, the British schooners 
Northern Light and  Elsie  collided off North Head, 
Catalena, Newfoundland. Both sunk immediately. 

—The French Cabinet has agreed to forego the 
indemnity from China, and Minister Ferry has 
announced that peace negotiations with China have 
been almost concluded. 

—The Washington monument is now 510 feet 10 
inches high, live feet higher than any other struct-
ure in the world. It is the design to have it com-
pleted in time for dedication Feb. 22. 

—Governor Trifle, of Arizona,- in his annual report 
to the Secretary of the Interior, says that he tears 
violence unless the extended immigration of Mor-
mons into the Territory is restrained by law. 

—The delivery freight depot of the Louisville 
and Nashville Railroad, at Louisville, 	was 
burned on the 10th, amid seventy-five car loads of 
general freight were destroyed. Loss, $100,000. 

—A. I). January, Deputy State Treasurer of Cali-
fornia, has just confessed a theft. of i.i40,000 from 
county funds that were deposited with him for 
safe keeping. A passion for gambling MIS what led 
to his ruin. 

—A passenger train was wrecked near Hempstead, 
Tex., on the morning of the 14th, and ten people 
were instantly killed, and very mauy seriously 
injured. The disaster  wa., caused by discharged 
employes, and thieves, who sought to wreck a freight 
train for the spoils. 

—In spite of the spread of riscation, drunken-
ness is greatly on the increase in England, especially 
among women. Out of eighteen drunken persons 
brought before a London magistrate  a few days ago, 
thirteen were women, and of 17,000 persons appre-
hended during the twelve months in Liverpool, 7,000 
were women. 

—There is a wood-pulp factory at Augusta, Ga., 
at which the expedition with which paper could be 
manufactured was recently demonstrated. A tree 
was cut in the forest at six o'clock in the morning, 
was made into pulp and then into paper at six o'clock 
in the evening, and distributed among the people as 
a newspaper by six o'clock the next morning. 

—Scarcely 25 years ago the most powerful piece 
of artillery was a 98 pounder, throwing its projectile 
with a velocity of 1,600 feet per second. Now the 
weights of guns have been increased from five tons to 
100 tons. the velocities from 1,600 feet to 20,000 feet 
per second, the energies from 1,000 foot-tons to over 
52,000. and the projectiles from 68 pounds to 2,000 
pounds. 

—At the session of the Municipal Council of 
Paris, Nov. 10, a vote was passed appropriating 
100,000 francs for the expenses incurred by the 
Sanitary Department in its measures for eradicating 
the cholera, and 50,000 francs for the relief of fami-
lies suffering from the effects of the epidemic. The 
Government of Rolland has established quarantine 
against France. 

—A model of Eads' ship railway is now on exhi-
bition in New York. It bears a ship nine feet in 
length. Captain Eads says that a syndicate of 
sixty of the wealthiest men in this country, repre-
senting more than enough capital to carry it 
through, are interested in it, and that it will be 
constructed and in successful operation long before 
vessels will pass through the  Panama Canal. 

—There have been serious riots in connection with 
the election in the Mexican States of Coahuila and 
Nueva Leon. At Saltillo five men were killed and 
robbed, and fifteen or twenty wounded. A number 
were also killed in Santa Cathairina. In Sabinos, 
Hidalgo, a battle occurred between the Government 
soldiers and citizens. The District Judge was killed, 
while the Colonel commanding the troops, together 
with about twenty soldiers, .ire reported to have 
been killed. The towns are full of dead and 
wounded on both sides. 
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—A London dispatch of Nov. 15 says that evidence 
has been secured which shows that the supposed 
conspiracy to blow up the Niederwald Monument a 
year ago, was in reality an attempt to kill the 
Emperor William, the Crown Prince, Bismarck, and 
other notables who passed in the procession over 
which the mine was concealed. The same dispatch 
says: "Since the Reichstag elections in Germany, it 
has been ascertained that not less than 650,000 bal-
lots were cast for socialist candidates. This remark-
ably large vote for a party which is not only in op-
position, but which has hitherto been supposed to 
number only a handful of malicious malcontents 
in each town, has set the Government to thinking." 

fibifuarj. 
CHURCH.—Died near St. Helena, Cal., Nov. 9, 1884, 

of a gunshot wound, George E. Church, aged 26 
years and nearly eight months. 

The accident which caused the death of Brother 
Church happened as follows: In company with a 
neighboring young man, he was hunting. Standing 
on a rock about three feet high, he discharged one 
barrel of his gun at a flock of quails. Sending the 
young man to secure the game, he proceeded to re-
load the empty barrel. While turning in the charge, 
the breech of the gun slipped from the rock. At the 
same time the hammer of the gun struck the edge 
of the rock, the muzzle fell against Brother Church's 
body. He received the entire charge of the pre-
viously loaded barrel in the lower part of the abdo-
men, ranging upward. He immediately jumped 
down from the rock, calling to his companion that he 
was shot. Upon the suggestion that perhaps it was 
only a flesh wound, Brother Church replied, "I know 
that I am dying. but I am not afraid to die." He 
then exhorted the young man to study the Bible 
and be prepared in case he should be called away as 
suddenly as lie himself was going. He lived but an 
hour and a half after the accident. 

Brother Church's religious experience was of eleven 
years' standing. The united testimony of his breth-
ren and neighbors is, that during that time, his was 
a consistent life. He attended the Healdsburg 
College last year in view of fitting himself to labor 
in the Master's cause. He also expected to attend 
the Biblical course at the College this winter. In the 
premature death of Brother Church, the father and 
brothers mourn the loss of an affectionate relative, 
while the church loses a faithful and beloved 
member. A discourse was delivered by the writer 
in the Seventh-day Adventist house of worship at 
St. Helena, on the 11th inst., to a large and sym-
pathizing congregation, from 1 Sam. 20 : 3 (last 
clause), after which an unusually long train of car-
riages followed his remains to the cemetery. We 
trust his end is peace. 	 J. 0. CORMS& 

RENFRO.—Died, Nov. 2, 1884, of pneumonia, at 
Dayton, Nevada, Sister Mary H. Renfro, of Sacra-
mento, Cal., aged 46 years, 11 months, and 22 days. 

Sister Renfro embraced the faith of Severith-day 
Adventists during the tent-meeting held in Sacra-
mento, in the summer of 1877. She was one of those 
persons we sometimes meet, who seem to be waiting 
for the Third Angel's Message. The company 
brought out at that time passed through some trials, 
and some of them seemed to love the world and self 
more than they loved God; but through all these 
changes and trials, Sister Renfro has always been 
found among those who desired to keep " the com-
mandments of God and the faith of Jesus." Her 
Christian hope sustained her in her personal trials 
and burdens, of which she seemed to have her full 
share. We believe her life will have its influence 
for good among those who knew her. She will be 
missed for a little season, and then will, we believe, 
come forth, at the call of the blessed Master, to a 
life of peace and joy. A husband and nine children 
mourn her loss. 	 W. M. HEALEY. 

BRYANT.—Died, Nov. 6, 1884, of paralysis of the 
brain, Alexander Bryant, of San Francisco, Cal., a 
native of Cattaraugus Co., N. Y. He had been a 
member of the Presbyterian Church, but through 
the influence of his wife he accepted the Third An-
gel's Message, and was laid away in hope of the 
first resurrection. Funeral, services were held at 
the S. D. Adventist Church in San Francisco, Nov. 
9, by Elder A. T. Jones. 	ANDREW BRORSEN. 

GAMBLE.—Died at her mother's residence near 
Belvidere, Boone Co., Ill., Sept. 17, 1884, our beloved 
sister, Fannie Gamble, aged '19 years. Sister Gamble 
obtained her first impressions of the truth some six  

years ago in Nebraska. She was then Fanny Law-
rence. On returning to her home in Illinois, she 
took her stand with the people of God, and the pur-
pose of her life since then has been to honor God 
and advance his cause. She was esteemed and be-
loved by all who knew her. The-church at Belvidere 
has sustained a great loss in her death. She has 
been gradually failing for the past two years, as she 
died of slow consumption. But as she neared the 
dark portals of the grave, her faith and hope grew 
stronger and brighter. She was fully resigned to 
the will of the Master, and rejoiced in the hope of 
immortality so soon to be given through Christ. 
Her husband, an aged mother, three brothers, and a 
little daughter,.are left to mourn their loss. Their 
loss is her gain. She rests secure. May all these 
dear ones so live as to meet her in the glorious resur-
rection morn. The writer spoke to a large congre-
gation of sympathizing friends and neighbors on the 
occasion of her funeral, from 1 Thess. 4 :  18. 

R. F. ANDREWS. 

gtppointiments. 
OAKLAND. —House of worship, northeast corner of 

Clay and Thirteenth Streets. Sabbath-school every Sab-
bath at 9:30 A. H. Preaching at 11 A. H. Prayer and 
missionary meeting every Tuesday evening at 7:45. 
Seats free. Preaching every Sunday evening at 7:30. 

SAN FRANCISCO.—House of worship, 912 Laguna Street, 
between McAllister and Tyler Streets. Sabbath-school 
every Sabbath at 9:45 A. H. Preaching at 11 A. H. 
Prayer and missionary meeting every Wednesday even-
ing at 7:45. Preaching every Sunday evening at 7:30. 
Mission Reading-rooms at the church. 

General Meeting at Ferndale, Cal. 

WE appoint a general meeting for Humboldt Co., 
Cal., to be held at Ferndale, Dec. 5-14. The first 
meeting will be held Friday evening, the 5th, after 
which there will be services each day and evening. 
We hope to meet a full representation of our friends 
in Humboldt County, at this meeting. Please bring 
your Bibles and hymn books. Make it a point to 
attend the meeting from the first to the last. Pray 
the Lord to meet with us by his Spirit. Let us as-
semble in his name, and he will verify his promise 
to us. 	 J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH, 

M. C. ISRAEL. 

Appointment for Northern Dakota. 

A GENERAL meeting for northern Dakota will be 
held at Fargo, D. T., Dec. 6-8. We want to hear 
from all interested in the truth, in that part of the 
Territory. Will those who cannot attend in person 
please write and speak of their interest, and also of 
the interest in their respective neighborhoods? All 
such communications should be addressed to Mrs. G. 
C. Tenney, Fargo, D. T. 	 0. A. OLSEN. 

THE SPIRIT OF GOD: ITS OFFICES 

AND MANIFESTATIONS TO THE 

END OF THE CHRISTIAN AGE. 
BY ELD. J. H. WAGGONER. 

Tars is a brief but comprehensive argument on the solemn and 
important subject of the Spirit of God. Its chapters embrace the 
"ollowing heads: The Holy Spirit of Promise; The Power from on 
High; Circumcision of the Heart; The Unity of the Faith; The Law 
and the Testimony; Try the Spirits; The Great Commission; Gifts 
i the Reformation; In the Present Century; Spirit of Prophecy 
Restored. These are subjects of vital importance to all and espe-
cially to those who are looking for the return of their Lord. 

144 pp. Price, 15 cents. 
Address, 	SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

SPIRITUAL GIFTS VOLUME ONE. 
BY Max. E. G. WHITZ. 

THE readers of the Sams need no introduction to the writings-of 
Mrs. White. The article on the first page of each paper, from her 
pen, is always eagerly read; and those who read it need no guarantee 
that her writings are elevating in their nature and marked by a high 
moral tone. This book has long been out of print, and is now re-
published, as much that it contains has never appeared in any other 
work. It is a brief but vivid sketch of the great controversy between 
Christ and Satan, from the rebellion in Heaven to the establishment 
of Christ's Kingdom. The book is well adapted for extensive cir-
,:ulation, as it contains a great amount of Important matter in a 
small space. Much of the matter is of special interest to the church 
at the present time. In paper covers. 154 pp. Price, 25cents. 

Address, SIGNS OF THE Ting Oakland, Cpl.. 

TEMPERANCE BOOKS. 

FOR HOLIDAY PRESENTS. 

The Divine Law as to Wines 	  
His Honor the Mayor 	  
Saved; a Tale of To-day 	 
Penny Rust's Christmas 	  
Climbing the Mountain 	  
The Old Bi own Pitcher 	  
Traps for the Young 	  
Prohibitionists Text-book . 	  
Ten Lectures on Alcohol 	  
Alcohol, Its Nature and Effects 	  
Caught and Fettered 	  
Norman Brill's Life-work. 
Paul Brewster & Son 	 
The Lost Estate 	  
The Old Worcester Jug 	 • • • • *********** Ross Leighton 	  
Across the Water 	  
Bible Wines 	t  
Juvenile Temperance Manual 	  
Talks on Temperance 	  
Communion Wine 	  
Dialogue on Drink 	 
Alcohol as a Food and a Medicine 	  
Moderation vs. Taal Abstinence 	  
A Piece of Silver 	 
The Model Landlord 	  

Any of the above books sent, post-pall, upon receipt of price 
Ten per cent. discount on orders of $5.00 and upwards. 

We have a full line of pamphlets and tracts upon health and tem-
perance topics. Catalogue sent free to any address. 

Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, 	Oakland, Cal 

THE DEFINITE SEVENTH DAY; 

OR, GOD'S MEASUREMENT OF TIME ON 
THE ROUND WORLD. 

BY ELD. J. N. ANDREWS. 

Tins tract is an answer to the question, " Can a definite day be 
observed by all the inhabitants of the earth?' It is a complete ref-
utation of the common objection against the Sabbath, that the 
rotation of the earth on its axis makes it impossible for all men to 
keep the same day, showing not only that a definite day may be 
observed in all parts of the earth, but that no real difficulty has 
ever been experienced in the matter. 

16 pp. Price, 2 cents ; $1.50 per hundred. 
Address, 	SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

THE SEVENTH PART OF TIME. 
Br W. H. Lrrrwomc. 

Tms Is a refutation of the theory that God sanci4led simply a sev-
enth part of time as the Sabbath, without fixing that time to any 
definite day. The necessity or a 

UNIFORM DAY OF REST, 

Is admitted by nearly all, and is advocated in this book. The author 
also shows that the Creator understood and anticipated this neces-
sity, and proves by five different processes of reasoning that the 
seventh or last day of the week, and no other, was in the beginning, 
and is now, the Sabbath of the Lord. 

82 pp. Price, 4 cents ; liberal discount by the hundred. 
Address, 	SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

LIFE OF WILLIAM MILLER, 

WITH PORTRAIT. 

THIS book contains sketches of the Christian experience and public 
labors of this remarkable man. No other man in this century has 
been more widely spoken of, and more generally misunderstood. 
These sketches were prepared by those who were his co-laborers, and 
are a true presentation of the leading events of his life and labors. 
In addition to the life and character of t'.e man, the character of 
the Great Advent Movement, in which he acted so prominent a part, 
is clearly set forth. It is shown that Mr. Miller was no niece en-
thusiast, but a man of calm judgment, and his interpretation of the 
prophecies was mainly correct, his only mistake being in regard to 
the nature of the event to take place at the close of the 2300 days, 
in 1844. No one can consider himself well versed in the history of 
the advent movement in this country who has not read this book. 

408 pp. Price, $1.00. 
Address, 	SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

MATTER AND SPIRIT; 
ea, 

THE PROBLEM OF HUMAN THOUGHT. 
BY ELD. D. M. CANRICHT. 

A PHILOSOPHICAL argument on an important theme, indicated b)  
its title. 60 pp. Price, 10 cents. 

Address. 	SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

THE MINISTRATION OF ANGELS. 
BY ELD. D. M. CANRIGHT. 

Also giving an exposition of the origin, history, and destiny of 
Satan. 144 pp. Price, g.9 cents. 

Address. 	"' • SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, C:.1 
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SOME one has sent us a copy of the Daily Inde-
pendent, published at Kimberly, South African 
Diamond Fields. The paper contains an account of 
a concert given in Queen's Hotel, in aid of the Pres-
byterian Church funds, which shows that modern 
Christianity is the same in Africa as in America. 
Of the Scotch Reel, the editor says that "it was very 
pretty, and much enjoyed by the audience, and we 
can quite indorse the remark of one of the on-
lookers, who said in a very audible whisper, 'There, 
now, that's what I call dancing. I hope we shall 
have some more of that.' " They did have more of 
it, besides a "variety show." With all these neces-
sary adjuncts of a well-regulated church, and thou-
sands of barrels of rum constantly being received 
from Christian England and America, the natives 
can surely find no reasonable excuse for not ac-
cepting the "white man's religion." 

Question.—Job 14:21, 22. 

A CALIFORNIA Sabbath-school sends a request for 
an explanation of Job 14:21, 22: " His sons come to 
honor, and he knoweth it not; and they are brought 
low, but he perceiveth it not of them. But his flesh 
upon him shall have pain, and his soul within him 
shall mourn." 

There is probably no question concerning the 
twenty-first verse; all understand that to refer to 
one who is dead. The statement that "his sons 
come to honor, and he knoweth it not; and they are 
brought low, but he perceiveth it not of them," 
agrees perfectly with what we learn of the condition 
of the dead, in Eccl. 9:5, 6,10; Ps. 6:5; 115:17; 146: 
3, 4; Is'a. 38:18, etc. We suppose that the difficulty 
lies in harmonizing with this verse, the statement in 
the next verse, that "his soul within him shall 
mourn." People often cite these two verses as proof 
of the conscious state of the dead, "for how," say 
they, "could his soul mourn within him, if it was 
not conscious ? " We would answer this by asking, 
Do the souls of dead men have flesh, and does it 
suffer pain? The popular idea is that when they 
"shuffle off this mortal coil," they are only the es-
sence of immateriality. While the twenty-first 
verse refers to man's condition in death, the first 
clause of the twenty-seeend verse shows conclusively 
that that verse refers to a time when the man is-
alive and "in the flesh." So there is no difficulty 
about the matter at all. The chapter simply closes, 
as it begins, with a view of man's weakness and 
frailty. 

Anti-Sabbath Sermons. 

OUR friends very often send us partial or complete 
reports of sermons that have been preached in their 
neighborhood, which they wish answered immedi-
ately through the SIGNS. To such we would say 
that if we should at once publish everything that 
seems to demand immediate attention, we should 
be obliged to enlarge the SIGNS to several times its 
present size. Further, while we are pleased to have 
them remember us by sending such articles, and 
desire to have them continue to do so, we must ex-
ercise our judgment as to how much of any sermon 
shall receive attention, or whether it is worth notic-
ing at all. A review of a sermon preached in any 
town, would not specially interest the people of any 
other town, except as the subjects touched upon 
were of general interest; and the SIGNS is con-
tinually discussing those subjects. There are very 
few sermons preach e I against the Sabbath, that are 
worthy of notice, except for the moral effect of an 
immediate verbal reply. A fluent speaker, with  

unlimited self-confidence, may deliver  a  discourse 
which sounds very fine, but when it is put on paper 
it may appear that it was nearly all sound. 

One thing more should be remembered, and that 
is, that to answer  a  discourse against the Sabbath 
usually requires three or four times as much space 
as the discourse itself. The reason is that people 
in general are satisfied with assertions against the 
Sabbath, but require argument, of which we have 
abundance, in favor of it. 

And finally, that our brethren may never become 
alarmed by some bold assertion that 'is honored by 
its maker with the title of argument, we would say 
that it is absolutely impossible for any man to pro-
duce even the semblance of an argument against 
the Sabbath, that has not been met and answered 
scores of times. When you hear a sermon against 
the law and Sabbath, turn to our published works 
on the subject, and you will find that it was an-
swered before it was delivered. It would not be 
surprising if you should find an answer in the cur-
rent number of the SIGNS or Review. Remember 
that " the foundation of the Lord standeth sure." 

"Liberality" Gone Wild. 

A FEW weeks ago we made some comment on the 
evolution theory of Dr. Woodrow, of the Columbia 
Theological Seminary. It will be remembered that 
his theory was a mongrel, half Bible, half evolution, 
holding that woman—was created, but man was "de-
veloped." Serious objections was made to such teach-
ing, and the case was referred to the Synod of South 
Carolina, with the following result:— 

"Resolved, That in the opinion of the Synod the 
teaching of evolution in the Theological Seminary 
at Columbia, except in a purely expository manner, 
with no intention of inculcating its truth, is hereby 
disapproved." 

The Christian at Work regards this resolution,  
which was adopted by a vote of fifty to forty-five, 
as a wise one, and it extols the liberal spirit in which 
it is put forth, in that it protects the interests of 
sound teaching, while it in no wise fetters the right 
of free utterance. Indeed I So we are to under-
stand that.it  is not at all inconsistent with sound 
theological teaching to put forth the most absurd 
views, provided the teacher does not claim that they 
are true I We do not profess to be versed in modern 
theological methods, but we venture to ask if it 
would be entirely inconsistent with "liberality," if 
the Synod should give the Doctor full liberty to air 
his vagaries—outside the theological seminary. 

Murder and Suicide--Are They Criminal 
Acts? 

ACCORDING to the Philadelphia Times, an aid to 
the anti-tobacco reformer has developed, this ally 
being nothing greater than a bug which eats the 
tobacco that has been prepared for the human. One 
bug cannot eat much, but he has millions of brothers, 
each one as zealous as himself. As yet, the dealers 
are the only ones who have been affected by his 
ravages, and they have lost largely. And it is im-
possible to get rid of the intruder. One wholesale 
dealer, with the utmost seriousness, said to a re-
porter:— 

" They have caused me the loss of  a  good many 
dollars, and with all my years of experience in the 
tobacco business I can find no remedy. They are 
the only species of insect that can live on tobacco, 
and anything that can live on tobacco can't be 
poisoned." 

Think of it. Here is a man who sells what he 
knows to be a deadly poison, and lie makes nothing 
of acknowledging it. No poison can be found that 
is deadly enough to kill a creature that will not 
succumb to tobacco. If he should chance to let fall 
that he was selling so powerful a poison to be mixed 
with food for hogs, he would not have his liberty an 
hour, but since he sells it only to men and boys,  

he will not be molested. Yet who will say that he 
does not deserve punishment? And then there are 
the thousands who deliberately buy and devour the 
poison. Is not attempted suicide a crime, and in 
some States punished as such ? What would become 
of the world if strict justice were meted out to all ? 
When we remember that it will be done, this 
becomes a question worth considering. 

WE have received from Mr. John B. Alden, pub-
lisher, 393 Pearl Street, New York City, a unique 
little pamphlet called "The Book-Worm." It is 
issued monthly, and besides giving a large list of 
first-class books at wonderfully low rates, the copy 
before us gives the famous chapter on the "Spanish 
Inquisition," from Prescott's "Ferdinand and Isa-
bella." Each number gives an attractive selection 
from some noted work, making in the course of a 
year about 300 pages of excellent reading, for only 
twenty-five cents. 

In these days when there is so much baleful and 
destructive literature scattered everywhere, it is 
especially gratifying to read the list of really stand-
ard and valuable works which Mr. Alden announces 
at rates which- bring them within the reach of 
everybody. Here we read of Hallam's "Middle 
Ages," for only $1.00; Ma.caulay's England, five vols., 
only $2.00; Rawlinson's "Seven Great Monarchies 
of the Ancient Eastern World," three handsome 
volumes, only $2.75; "Macaulay's Essays" complete, 
three volumes, $2.00; and space fails us to ttll of the 
works of Prescott, Rollin, and D'Aubigne, and 
Kitto, and Guizot, and Gibbon, Bacon, Locke, and 
Luther, etc. etc., all printed in clear type, on good 
paper, and well bound. Send a postal card for a 
catalogue; choose your books, and read yourself full 
and wise. Bacon says: " Reading maketh a full man; 
histories make men wise." 

From the same house, we have also received a 
copy of "Choice Literature," which aptly designates 
the selections from the contemporary writers of the 
present day, with which it is filled. 

SANCTUARY AND 2400 DAYS, 

OF DANIEL 8:14. 

BY ELD. IIRIAH SMITH. 

Ti,a work shows the nature of the mistake made in expecting the 
Lord to come in 1S44, which was not an error of time computation, 
but in the nature of the event to take place, namely, the cleansing of 
the Sanctuary. The work sheds a flood of light on the Scriptures. 
especially on the subject of the Atonement. 

862 pp. Price, cloth, $1.00. Address, 
SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

THE NATURE AND TENDENCY 

OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 

BY EI,D. J. H. WAGGONER. 

Tins is a thoroUgh expose of the system of Spiritualism. The 
author has carefully studied the subject, and has given such copious 
extracts from a large library of Spiritualist publications, as to fully 
condemn them in their teachings and in their practices, by their own 
testimony. 

It is also shown from the prophetic scriptures that Spiritualism is 
one of the most impressive signs of the times. 

184 pp. Price, 20 cents. 
Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cri 

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES, 
PUBLISHED WEEKLY, AT OAKLAND, OAL., FOR THE 

International Tract and Missionary Society. 

A six;een-page Religious Family Paper, devoted to a discussion of 
the Prophecies, Signs of the Times, Second Coming of Christ, Har-
mony of the Law and Gospel; with Departments devoted to Tem-
perance, The Home Circle, the Missionary Work, and the Sabbath-
school. 

Price Per Year,   $2.00 
In Clubs of five or more popies to one address, to be used in- Mis- 

sionary Work, 	 1.50 
Address 	Ifisms OF THE TIKES, Oakland, CaL 



THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.—SUPPLEMENT. 

BOOKS FOR BIBLE STUDENTS, 

SABBATH—SCHOOLS, AND 

THE HOME CIRCLE. 

THE following books have been selected with great care, and are 
highly recommended for general use. They ought to be in every 
Sabbath-school and family, and no library is complete without them. 
The commentaries and books of reference are the standard ones of 
our time. We have divided the list into four classes as follows:— 

COMMENTARIES AND REFERENCES. 

Clark's Commentary (6 vole, sheep) 	 $24 00 
Barnes' Notes on the New Testament (11 vole.) 	  16 50 

C. 	II 	" Psalms (8 vole.) 	  4  60 
" 	 " Isaiah (2 vole.) 	  8 00 

" 	" Daniel (1 vol.) 	  1 60 
" 	" 	" Job (2 vols.) 	  8 00 

Young's Analytical Concordance 	  4 00 

	

Cruden's Complete   1 75 
The Comprehensive Bible Dictionary (sheep) 	  6 00 

It 	
" 	(cloth) 	  6 00 

	

Dictionary of the Bible (American Tract Society ed.)   1 25 

	

Bible Atlas and Gazetteer   2 00 
Hand-book of Bible Geography 	  2 25 
Hand-book of Bible Manners and Customs 	  2 26 
Horne's Introduction to the Study of the Scriptures 	 5 00 
Prideaux'e Connexion (2 vols.) 	  4 00 
Blunt's Coincidences and Paley's Evidences.... 	  1 60 
The Temple and Its Services 	  1 25 
Jewish Social Life 	  1 25 
Old Testament Ethics Vindicated . 	  1 50 

HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE. 

Cleikie's Life of Christ (large print) 	  1 75 
" 	" 	" (small print) 	76 

Hanna's Life of Christ 	  2 00 
Andrews' Life of Our Lord 	  8 00 
Life of the Apostle Paul (C. & H.) 	  1 00 
Sketches from the Life of Paul 	80 
Palestine for the Young. 	  1 00 
From Exile to Overthrow, a History of the Jews 	 1 25 
Story of the Bible, for children, Illustrated 	  1 00 
Giant Cities of Bashan. 	  1 00 
A Ride through Palestine 	  200 
Mt. Sinai, Petra, and the Desert 	 80 
Jordan and its Valley and the Dead Sea 	80 
Josephine Antiquities of the Jews, Illustrated 	  8 00 
Dowling's History of Humanism (half morocco) 	  4 76 

" 	(cloth) 	  4 00 
D'Aubigne's History of the Reformation (5 vols. in one) 	 1 50 
Gibbon's History of Rome (6 vols.), sheep,. 	  7 60 
History of the Waldenses  	90 
Wharey's Church History 	GO 
Sanctuary and Its Cleansing 	  1 00 

FOR THE FAMILY. 

Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, Illustrated 	  1 00 
Home Making 	  1 00 
Week Day Religion 	  1 00 

	

Every-day Duties   1 00 
The Old Red House 	  1 25 
Records of S. V. S. Wilder 	  1 26 
Mtiller's Life of Trust 	  1 50 
David Livingstone 	  1 25 
Fables of Infidelity 	  1 75 
Nelson on Infidelity 	76 

	

Companion to the Bible   1 75 

FOR S. S. OFFICERS AND TEACHERS. 

he Church School anti Its Officers 	  76 
The Teacher's Hand-b tok 	  75 
History of Sunday-schools 	  75 
Sunday-school Hand-book 	  1 00 
Teachers' Guide 	  1 00 
Model Superintendent. 	  1 00 

	

The Art of Questioning   15 
The Art of Securing Attention 	  16 
The Use of Illustrations 	  16 

SABBATH-SCHOOL MAPS. 

(Cloth, without rollers.) 

Eight-sheet Map of Palestine, 81x116 in ....... 	_812 50 
Eight-sheet Map Illustrating the Travels of St. Paul, 813:110 in. 10 50 
Peninsula of Mt. Sinai, 52x72 in.... 5 00 
Old Testament Map of Palestine, 41x58 	8 00 

1 50 
8 00 
1 50 

Any of the above books or maps sent post-paid on receipt of price. 
Address, 	 PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal. 

EARLY WRITINGS OF MRS. WHITE 

Comeffisraa "Experience and Views" and "Spiritual Gifts, Volum 
One," bound in one volume. This makes a neat and attractive boa 
of nearly 200 pages, and should Lbe read by old and young. Tht 
matter and the style in which it is presented are so interesting that 
no one who has read one chapter will forego the pleasure and profit 
cd reading the remainder. Price, 75 cents. 

Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

THE SABBATH QUESTION. 

Assorted Package No. 1. Price, 10e. 
Which Day Do You Keep, and Why—Who Changed 

the Sabbath—The Sabbath in the New Testament—Elihu 
on the Sabbath—God's Memorial—Sunday Not the Sab-
bath—Why Not Found Out Before—One Hundred Bible 
Facts about the Sabbath. 

Assorted Package No. 2. Price, 25c. 
This package contains all the tracts in package No. 1, 

and the following in addition:— 
Seven Reasons for Sunday-keeping Examined—The 

Ten Commandments Not Abolished—The Seventh Part 
of Time—The Definite Seventh Day—Perfection of the 
Ten Commandments—Address to the Baptists—The Sun-
day Law. 

OTHER WORKS ON THE SABBATH. 

The Truth Found.—A comprehensive exposition of 
the nature and obligation of the Sabbath of the 
fourth commandment. 64 pp 	 10e 

Sunday Seventh-day Examined.—A critical exam-
ination of the claim that Sunday is the true seventh 
day of the fourth commandment. 88 pp 	10c 

Brown's Review of Gillillan  on the Sabbath Ques- 
tion. 64 pp 	 100 

Appeal to the Baptists.—An address from the Sev-
enth-day Baptists to their first-day Baptist brethren, 
urging a restoration of the Bible Sabbath from the 
stand-point of Baptist principles of argument and 
interpretation. 48 pp. 	 10c 

Vindication of the True Sabbath.—By a former 
missionary of the Presbyterian Church 	10c 

Morality of the Sabbath..—Showing that the Sab-
bath commandment, being found in the midst of 
the nine acknowledged moral precepts, is, like the 
others, moral in its nature. 96 pp 	 . ...15c 

Testimony of the Fathers of the first three cen-
turies concerning the Sabbath and First-day. A 
candid examination of both sides of the question. 
112 pp.... 	 15c 

Address, 	SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

THE SECOND ADVENT. 

Assorted Package No. 8. Price, 10c. 
The Coming of the Lord—Is the End Near—Can We 

Know—The Signs of the Times—The Judgment—The 
Second Advent. 

Assorted Package No. 4. Price, 25c. 
Containing package No. 3, and the following in addi-

tion:— 
The- Millennium—The Present Truth—The Third An-

gel's Message—Exposition of Matthew Twenty-four. 

OTHER WORKS ON THE SECOND ADVENT. 

Our Faith and Hope.—A series of ten sermons on 
the coming and kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ 	 
198 pp 	 25c 

Second Coining of Christ.—An expositioh of Mat- 
thew 24th chapter. 64 pp 	 10c 

Three Messages of Rev. 14.—Showing the nature 
and character of the warning messages designed to 
prepare the world for the last great Judgment. 
96 pp  	10c 

The Saints' Inheritance, or the Earth Made New 	 
82 pp.. 	10c 

The Seven Trumpets. An exposition of the sym- 
bols of Rev, 8 and 9. 96 pp.... 	 10c 

Address, 	SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

MAN'S NATURE AND DESTINY 

Assorted Package No. 5. Price, 10c. 
Is Man Immortal—Thoughts for the Candid—End of 

the Wicked—The Rich Man and Lazarus—Departing and 
Being with Christ—Milton on the State of the Dead. 

OTHER WORKS ON MAN'S NATURE. 

The Hope of the Gospel.—What is it, and when 
will it be consummated? 80 pp 	 .10c 

Matter and Spirit. An argument on the relation 
of matter and spirit, and the dependence of thought 
upon organization. 66 pp 	 10c 

History of the Doctrine of the Soul.—The belief 
in its immortality traced among all races and peo- 
ples to the present time. 186 pp., cloth 	 75c 

Address, 	SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

MISCELLANEOUS TRACTS. 

Assorted Package No. 6. Price, 25c. 
The Plan of Redemption—The Sufferings of Christ--

The Sanctuary of the Bible—Scripture References—The 
Spirit of Prophecy—Spiritualism a Satanic Delusion—
Samuel and the Witch of Endor—The End of the Wicked 
—The Two Thrones. 

Address, 	SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal 

DOMESTIC HYGIENE AND RATIONAL 
MEDICINE. 

Dv J. H. KELLOGG, M. D., 
Superintendent Medical and Surgical Sanitarium, Battle Creek, 

Mich.; Member State Board of Health, and of the American 
Public Health Association, the American Society of Micro- 

scopists, the State Medical Association, the Association 
for the Advancement of Science, etc., eto. 

1568 PAGES, 22 COLORED PLATES. 
An unrivaled work. A vast Cyclopedia of Hygiene, Physiology, 

and the Treatment of all Diseases. 
The Houle Hand-Book is selling far more rapidly than our most 

sanguine expectations led us to believe it would do. There have been 
10,000 COPIES SOLD SINCE JULY 1, 1880, 

And the sale Is increasing continually. Agents who want to can-
vass should send for an outfit and circulars, the cost of which, in-
cluding a book of special Instructions, "How to Canvass," is 52.50. 

Agents who desire to canvass for the work in any of the Pacific 
Coast States or Territories, should address, 

PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal. 

TEMPERANCE PACKAGES. 

WI have put up in packages three different assortments of our 
health and temperance works which we will furnish, post-paid, at the 
prices named. 	

Ten Cent Package. 
The smallest package contains 100 pages in thirteen tracts, as fol-

tows:— 
True Temperance—Alcohol, What is it?—Our Nation's Curse—Cause 

and Cure of Intemperance—Effects of Intemperance—The Drunk- 
ard's Arguments Answered—Alcoholic Medication—Alcoholic Poison 
—Tobacco Poisoning—Tobacco-Using a Cause of Disease—Tobacco-Us-
ing a Relic of Barbarism—Evil Effects of Tea and Coffee—Ten Argu-
ments on Tea and Coffee. 

Forty Cent Package. 
The second package, costing forty cents, post-paid, contains the 

above list and the following in addition;— 
Pork, the Dangers of its Use—Diphtheria, Its Causes, Prevention, 

and Proper Treatment. By J. H. Kellogg, M. D. This book should 
be in every household. Its instructions, if faithfully carried out, will 
save many a precious life, 

One Dollar Package. 

the above:— 
The third package, costing $1.00, poet-paid, contains in addition to 

Proper Diet for Man, price 15c—The Uses of Water, price 25c—Dys-
pepsia, Its Cause and Cure, price 25c. 

The object in arranging these packages is to get them in a conven-
ient form for sale and for selection. 

Address 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal, 

OUR COUNTRY'S FUTURE FORETOLD. 

THE UNITED STATES IN PROPHECY. 
Br nix U. Wm. 

Tins is a full exposition of a portion of prophecy which applies 
to our own Government, showing the position the United States 
holds in prophecy, and the part it has to act in the closing scenes of 
time. 

THE SUNDAY MOVEMENT, 
Which is now attracting such general attention, is thoroughly can-
vassed, and abundant testimony is given to prove that It is fast com-
ing to be the ALL-IMPORTANT QUESTION in this country. Deal- 
ing with our own land and applying to our own time. Of surpassing 
interest to every American reader. New edition; revised and en- 
larged. Cloth, 225 pp., 75e. Paper covers, new edition, condensed, 
186 pp., 26c. 	Address, 

SIGNS OF THE TIMES., Oakland, Cal. 

THE MINISTRATION OF ANGELS. 
BY ELD. D. M. CANRIGHT. 

Aim giving  an exposition of the origin, history, and destiny of 
Satan. 144 pp. Price, 50 cents. 	 • 

Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES, 
PUBLISHED WEEKLY, AT OAKLAND, OAL., FOR TIIE 

International Tract and Missionary Society. 
A sixt,een -page Religious Family Paper, devoted to a discussion of 

the Prophecies, Signs of the Times, Second Coming of Christ, Har-
mony of the Law and Gospel: with Departments devoted to Tem-
perance, The Home Circle, the Missionary Work, and the Sabbaths 
school. 

Price Per Year, 	 $2.00 
In Clubs of five or more copies to one address, to be used in Mis- 

sionary Work, 	 1.50 
Address, 	SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 
SAMPLE COPIES FREE. Send for ono. 
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TI3E SIGNS OF THE TIMES.-SUPPLEMENT. 

A  MINE OF INFORMATION. THE YOUTH'S INSTRUCTOR. THE GREAT CONTROVERSY. 

IN FOUR VOLUMES. 
HISTORY OF THE SABBA771 AND FIRST 

DAY OF THE WEEK. 

By ELD. J. N. ANDREWS. 

THE Bible record of the Sabbath ; the secular history concerning 
it; the successive pteps by which the change to the first day was 
made, and the work of restoration, are given in detail. 

EVERY TEXT OF SCRIPTURE concerning the Sabbath is com-
mented on at length; and tLo COMPLETE TESTIMONY OF THE 
FATHERS in regard to the Sabbath and first day is given. The 
comparative merits of the seventh and the first-day Sabbaths are 
fully shown. A copious index enables the reader to find any text, 
or the statement of any historian. 

Should he read by everybody. 528 pp. Price, $1.25. 

Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

THOUGHTS ON DANIEL, 

CRITICAL AND PRACTICAL. 
BY ELD. U. SMITH. 

AN EXPOSITION OF THE BOOT{ OF DANIEL, VERSE BY 
VERSE. 

WE are now living in times plainly pointed out in this prophecy, 
and it is important to understand it; for Daniel himself says that 
in the time of the end, the wise shall understand ; while, if we fail, 
we aro equally guilty with the Jews, who knew not the time of their 
visitation (Luke 19: 42-44), and shall meet a similar fate. 

418 pp. Price, $1.25. 
Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

THOUGHTS ON REVELATION, 

CRITICAL AND PRACTICAL. 
Br ELD. U. SMITH. 

Tins work presents every verse in the book of Revelation, witl 
such remarks as serve to illustrate or explain the meaning of tht 
text. It is a new and harmonious exposition of that important book 
and is designed to create an interest in its study. 

416 pp. Price, $1.25. 
Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

THE TRUTH FOUND. 

THE NATURE AND OBLIGATION OF THE 
SABBATH OF THE FOURTH 

COMMANDMENT. 
BY ELD. J. H. WAGGONER. 

THE title of this little book sufficiently explains its character. It 
contains more Scriptural information in regard to the Sabbath than 
ally other book of twice the size, and yet it is so simplified as to be 
easily comprehended. The author quotes the opinions of many 
learned men concerning the Sabbath, and treir conflicting theories 
are strongly contrasted with the clear, straightforward teaching of 

the Bible. 64 pp. Price, 10 cents. 

Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

THE COMING CONFLICT; 
—OR— 

THE GREAT ISSUE NOW PENDING IN 
THIS COUNTRY. 

By W. H. LITTLEJOHN. 

Tins hook contains a complete history of the rise and progress Of 
the National Reform Party, together with an exegesis of the last 
portion of the thirteenth chapter of the book of Revelation, assign-
ing to the United States its proper place in prophecy. 

EMPHATICALLY A BOOK FOR TEE TIMES. 

434 pages, in muslin covers, and will be mailed to any address 
posts aid, fur $1.00. 

Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

BIBLE SANCTIFICATION: 
". A CONTRAST OF 

TRUE AND FALSE THEORIES. 
BY MRS. E. G. WHITE. 

Tins is a pamphlet of only 84 pages, but its value is not to be 
judged by its size. It is just what its title indicates : a faithful pre-
sentation of Bible truth on this important subject, and an exposu 
of the false theories prevailing in regard to it. Every believer  ii 
Bible truth should read it. Buy it, read it, and lend it to you 
neighbor. Price, 10 cents. 

Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

AN ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY PAPER FOR YOUTII AND 
CHILDREN, DEVOTED TO MORAL, MENTAL, 

AND RELIGIOUS CULTURE. 

Tins paper is not devoted to insipid stories and religious fiction, 
but is filled with a great variety of that kind of reading which tends 
to the healthful development of the youthful mind. Its pages are 
made bright by the choicest illustrative pictures, and its columns 
are always full of useful information. 

As a Sabbath-school and Lesson paper, it is suited to the n-ants of 
scholars and teachers, and is calculated to increase the interest of 
all who read it, in thorough Bible study. 

TERMS, ALWAYS IN ADVANCE.—Single copy, 76 cents a year; Five 
copies to one address, 60 cents each; Ten or more copies to one ad-
dress, 50 cents each. 

SPECIAL PREMIUM OFFER—THE SUNSHINE SERIES. 

For every new subscription, accompanied with 85 cents, we will 
give "The Sunshine Series," consisting of a package of ten beautiful 
pamphlets of 32 pages each. These comprise a choice collection of 
sketches, stories, poems, etc., adapted to the wants of children, and 
contain more reading matter than can be found in many dollar books. 
Remember, the whole series, 820 pages, and the INssaucroa for a 
year, for 85 cents. 

Address, 	YOUTH'S INSTRUCTOR, Battle Creek, Mich.  
Or, PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal. 

LIFE SKETCHES. 

THE EARLY LIFE, CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE, AND EXTEN-
SIVE LABORS OF 

ELDER JAMES WHITE, 
AND HIS WIFE, 

MRS. ELLEN G. WHITE. 

Tire production of this book was the last literary-labor performed 
by Elder White. As nearly the whole of his active labor was per-
formed in connection with the Seventh-day Adventist denomination, 
which he was largely instrumental in founding, the work is nec-
essarily quite a complete history of that people. 

The book abounds in interesting incidents, personal sketches, and 
religious experiences, some of which are quite remarkable, and al 
together it forms a volume at once instructive and interesting. 

416 pp. Price, $1.25. 
Address 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

SABBATH READINGS 

FOR THE HOME CIRCLE. 
COMPILED BY MRS. E. G. WHITE. 

THESE are some of the few really good books. For twenty years 
Mrs. White has been selecting choice, interesting, and instructive 
stories, the Lest of which are presented in these four volumes of 
400 pages each, It would be difficult to find a better collection. 
The selections have been carefully made, and none need fear to place 
them in the hands of the young. They are not, however, designed 
exclusively for the young, but are adapted for general home reading. 
All the members of the family circle will find something in them to 
entertain and instruct. They are just the thing for holiday or birth-
day gifts. Price per set, neatly put up in box, $2.50. 

Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

HISTORY OF THE WALDENSES. 
BY J. A. Weiss, LL.D. 

ILLUSTRATED BY TWENTY FULL-PAGE ENGRAVINGS. 

THIS work describes the conflicts waged by the Waldenses, and the 
martyrdoms they endure-1 in defense of their faith and their liberty. 
Recent events have brought the Waldenses to notice, and thrown a 
new light upon the grandeur of their struggle and the important 
issues which have flowed from it. To them are we to trace the 
Constitutional liberties that Italy now enjoys. In their mountain 
fastnesses they maintained the faith of the early Christians, and by 
their untiring missionary labors this faith was diffused to all the 
nations of Europe, thus preparing the way for the great Reformation. 
212 pp. Price, 90 eta. 

Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

HISTORY OF THE REFORMATION. 
BY J. H. MERLE IFAUBIGNIL 

Tins book is Indeed a standard in evangelical literature, and is so 
well and favorably known as to need no description; it is the most 
complete and impartial history of the Reformation extant; an 1 cer-
tainly no one should heed to be urged to seek all the information 
possible concerning tl.e history of one of the greatest revolutions 
rover effected in human affairs. 

Round in cloth, 5 vols. in one 	 $1.50 
Larger edition, illustrated 	  4.00 

Address, 	 'PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal. 

BY MRS. E. G. WHITE. 

Tuns volumes describe the great conflict between Christ and 
Satan, as illustrated in the history of man, his temptations, conflicts, 
victories and defeats, and the final triumph of right and truth with a 
crowning immortality. 

Volume one treats of the rebellion of Satan, the fall of man, asid 
the lives of the patriarchs to the time of Solomon. 

Volumes two and three are devoted to the Life of Christ and the 
Ministry of his Apostles. 

Volume four contains sketches of the history of the Church from 
he destruction of Jerusalem to the close of time. 

These books are not argumentative, yet they throw much light on 
the sacred page. They afford especial encouragement to the Chris-
tian, and are excellent to place in the hands of skeptics to convir 
them of Bible truth. 

The four volumes contain over 1,500 pages, and are furnished to 
the subscriber far $4.00 per set. 

Either volume may be furnished separately for $1.00, post-paid. 

PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal. 
REVIEW AND HERALD, Battle Creek, Mich. 

THE ATONEMENT: 

AN EXAMINATION OF A 

REMEDIAL SYSTEM, IN THE LIGHT OF 
NATURE AND OF REVELATION. 

By ELD. J. H. WAGGONER. 

THIRD EDITION, REVISED AND GREATLY ENLARGED. 

THIS work is a critical and exhaustive treatise on the plan of sal, 
tion as revealed in the Scriptures, showing its harmony with ti 
principles of justice and mercy, its consistency with reason, and it, 
final results as affecting the destiny of the human race. 

368 pp.; cloth, $1.00. 
Address, 	SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

Or, REVIEW AND HERALD, Battle Creek, Mich. 

Sunshine at Home. 

WE have sold over nineteen hundred of this beautiful 
and instructive book. Agents will meet with a large sale 
of "Sunshine" between now and Christmas. 

The work comprises 112 large quarto pages, and 170 
engravings, and is printed on fine calandered paper, in 
the best style of the typographic art. It is handsomely 
and substantially bound in fine cloth, embossed in jet 
and gold, and is a handsome ornament to any center-table 
and an adornment to any library. 

ITS FIELD OF USEFULNESS. 

The character of the work is well calculated to give it 
a wide circulation. Bright and sparkling, without being 
frivolous or trifling; moral in its tone, without being 
sombre or dogmatical: religous, without sectarianism,—it 
finds a ready sale in all classes of society, and exerts its,  
beneficent influence wherever it goes. Agents are meet-
ing with great success. It readily commends itself to all 
who see it, and once brought to the attention of a family,. 
its posession is earnestly desired. It will make a beauti-
ful holiday gift for any person, and we commend it to 
those who are looking for suitable presents for any season 
of the year. Retail price, $1.50. 

AGENTS WANTED. 
Reliable agents wanted for the "Way of Life," 

"Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation," "Sunshine at 
Home," "Sabbath Readings," "Home Hand-Book," etc. 

Address, 	 PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal., 
General agents for Pacific Coast States and Territories. 

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING HOUSE, 
PUBLISHERS "SIGNS OF THE TIMES," ETC. 

GENERAL BOOK AND JOB PRINTING, 
In the Best and Latest Sty les, at Satisfactory Rates. 

BOOK-BINDING, 
In all its Various Branches, Promptly Executed In the Most Sub 

stantial Manner. 

STEREOTYPING AND ELECTROTYPING. 
By the Latest Improved Methods. 

ENGRAVING, 
In the Finest Styles of the Art. 	• 

tIr  Orders for anything in our line, by mail or express, will re-
ceive prompt attention. 

Address, 	 PACIFIC PRESS, 
12th and Castro Streets, Oakland; 

Or, 629 Commercial Street, San Francisco. 
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