
"Behold I come quickly, and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be." Rev. 22:12. 
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GI-013'S PROMISES. 

LORD, I believe! The cross of care 
That crowds upon my tired heart, 

I bring to thee! No other love 
Could lift the load, relieve the smart. 

Strength for the day thy promise gives; 
Because thou art, thy servant lives. 

Lord, I believe! The rain of tears 
That dims the weeping eyes to-night, 

Can never hide thy rainbow arch, 
Thy sign of love and life and light! 

In Mystic grandeur, calm and high, 
It arches o'er my western sky. 

Lord, I believe! The Babel sounds 
That ring upon my weary ear, 

Drown not the still, small voice that speaks 
In steadfast accents, true and clear. 

Lord, here am I! Thy will reveal, 
As at thy blessed feet I kneel. 

Lord, I believe! The cross is  hard, 
The night  is  dark, and long the road; 

'Can I forget the form that bowed 
'Neath sharper cross and heavier load,— 

The wounded feet that here have trod, 
And marked with blood the shuddering sod? 

Lord, I believe! Mine unbelief, 
My weakness, and my wrong, forgive! 

Tried. trembling, troubled, let me touch 
Thy garment's hem, and I shall live. 

For, wounded, sinful, though I be, 
God's promises are all for  me. 	—Advance. 

tuna' gtrfirits. 
Christian Homes. 

BY MRS. E. G. WHITE. 

OUR  time, our strength, and our energies be-
long to God; and if they are consecrated to his 
service, our light will shine. It will affect first 
and Most strongly those in our own homes, who 
are most intimately associated with us; but it 
will extend beyond the home, even to " the 
world." To many it will be a savor of life unto 
life; but there are some who will refuse to see 
the light, or to walk in it. They are of that 
class spoken of by our Saviour, when he said: 
"And this is the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were 
evil." Such are in a very dangerous position; 
but their course does not excuse any of us 
from letting our light shine. 

Suppose that because some ship had disre-
garded his warning beacon, and gone to pieces 
on the rocks, the lighthouse-keeper should put 
out his lights, and say, "I will pay no more at-
tention to the lighthouse;" what would be the 
consequence ? But that is not the way he does. 
He keeps his lights burning all night, throwing 
their beams far out into the darkness, for the 
benefit of every mariner that conies within the 
dangerous reach of rocks and shoals. Were 
some ship to be wrecked because the lights  

went out, it would be telegraphed over the 
world that on such a night, at such a point, a 
ship went to pieces on the rocks because there 
was no light in the tower. But if some ships 
are wrecked because they pay no attention to 
the light, the lighthouse-keeper is guiltless; 
they were warned, but they paid no heed. 

What if the light in the household should go 
out? Then every one in that house would be 
in darkness; and the result would be as disas-
trous as though the light were to go out in the 
lighthouse tower. Souls are looking at you, 
fellow-Christians, to see whether you are 
drunken with the cares of this life, or are pre-
paring for the future, immortal life. They will 
watch to see what the influence of your life is, 
and whether you are true missionaries at home, 
training your children for Heaven. 

The Christian's first duty is in the home. 
Fathers and mothers, yours is a great responsi-
bility. You aro preparing your children for 
life or for death; you are training them for an 
abiding place here in the earth, for self-gratifi-
cation in this life, or for the immortal life, to 
praise God forever. And which shall it be? It 
should be the burden of your life to have every 
child that God has committed to your trust re-
ceive the divine mould. Your children should 
be taught to control their tempers and to culti-
vate a loving, Christlike spirit. So direct them 
that they will love the service of GO, that they 
will take more pleasure in going to the house 
of worship than to places of amusement. 
Teach them that religion is a living principle. 
Had I been brought up with the idea that re-
ligion is a mere feeling, my life would have been 
a useless one. But I never let feeling come be-
tween Heaven and my soul. Whatever my 
feelings may be, I will seek God at the com-
mencement of the day, at noon, and at night, 
that 1 may draw strength from the living Source 
of power. 

Mothers, you have no right to spend time in 
ruffling, and tucking, and embroidering your 
children's dresses for display. Has not your 
time been given you for a higher and nobler 
purpose ? Has it not been given you to be 
spent in beautifying the minds of your children, 
arid cultivating loveliness of character? Should 
it not be spent in laying hold of the Mighty 
One of Heaven, and seeking him for power and 
wisdom to train your children for a place in his 
kingdom, to secure for them a life that will en-
dure as long as the throne of Jehovah ? 

But how many mothcrs.there are who are so 
far from God that they devote their time to 
their own gratification, and leave their children 
to be cared for by unconsecrated hands. Or 
perhaps the mother sits at her work night after 
night, while her children go to bed without a 
prayer or a good-night kiss. She does not bind 
their tender hearts to her own l y the cords of 
love; for she is " too busy." And is this as God 
would have it? No, indeed ! Something has 
taken away the mother's reason, and what is 
it? Is it not a desire to meet the world's 
standard and to conform to its customs? 

Some may wonder why it is that we say so 
much about home religion and the children. It 
is because of the terrible neglect of home duties 
oh the part of so many. As the servants of 
God, parents, you arc responsible for the chil-
dren committed to your care. Many of them 
are growing up without reverence, growing up 
careless and irreligious, unthankful and unholy. 

If these children had been properly trained 
and disciplined, if they had been brought up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord, heav-
enly angels would be in your homes. If you 
were true home missionaries, in your daily life 
exemplifying the teachings of the word of God, 
you would be preparing yourstIves fbr a wider 
field of usefulness, and at the same time fitting 
your children to stand by your side, as efficient 
workers in the cause of God. What an impres-
sion it makes upon society to see a family united 
in the work and service of the Lord;  Such a 
family is a powerful discourse in favor of the 
reality of Christianity. Others see that there 
is an influence at work in the family that af-
fects the children, and that the God of Abraham 
is with them. And that which has such a pow-
erful influence on the children is felt beyond 
the home, and affects other lives. If the homes 
of professed Christians had a right religious 
mould, they would exert a mighty influence for 
good. They would indeed be the "light of the 
world." 

A well-ordered Christian household is an ar-
gument that the infidel cannot resist. He finds 
no place for his cavils. And the children of 
such  a  household are prepared to meet the 
sophistries of infidelity. They have accepted 
the Bible as the basis of their faith, and they 
have a firm foundation that cannot be swept 
away by the in-coming tide of skepticism. 

Said Christ, "Ye are the light of the world." 
He has committed talents to our .keeping. 
What are we doing with his intrusted gifts? 
Are we letting our light shine by using them 
for his glory and the benefit of our fellow-men, 
or are we using them to advance our own selfish 
interests? Many are using them selfishly. They 
do not seem to realize that we are all Judgment-
bound, and must soon give an account for the 
use we have made of our God-given opportuni-
ties to do good. But what excuse will they 
give in that great day for not using in the cause 
of God their skill, their education, their tact, 
and their perseverance and zeal? 

We need divine help if we would keep our 
lights burning. But Jesus died to provide that 
aid. He extends the invitation: "Let him take 
hold of my strength, that he may make peace 
with me; and he shall make peace with me." 
Cling to the arm of Infinite Power; then you 
will find him prtcious to your soul, arid all 
Heaven will be at your command. " If' we walk 
in the light, as He is in the light," we shall have 
the companionship of holy angels. To "Joshua" 
it was said, "Thus saith the Lord of hosts: If 
thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt 
keep my charge," " I will give thee places to 
walk among these that stand by." And who 
are "these that stand by " ? They are the an-
gels of God. Joshua must have a living, con- 
fiding trust in God every day; and then angels 
would walk with him, and the power of God 
would rest upon him in all his labors. 

Then, Christian friends, fathers and mothers, 
let your light grow dim—no, never l Let your 
heart grow faint, or your hands weary—no, 
never I And by and by the portals of the 
celestial city will be opened to you; and you 
may present yourselves and your children be- 
fore the throne, saying, "Here am I, and the 
children whom thou bath given me." And 
what a reward for faithfulness that will be, to 
see your children crowned with immortal life 
in the leautiful city of God I 
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Proxy in Religion. 

THE art of getting our duties done by others 
has come into high favor in recent years. It 
is practiced with the most ingenious skill every-
where. A man may, from his well-cushioned 
pew as a center, by the magic touch of a few 
coins upon the passing contribution-box, reach 
the whole circuit of his obligations to God's 
work, and go home to his dinner, his newspaper, 
and his nap with complacency and a quiet con-
science. A mother can get her children off to 
Sunday-school, and then rest from all further 
responsibility for their religious instruction. A 
Sunday-school teacher may make the connec-
tion between the mysterious mechanism of the 
International system and her class on Sunday, 
and, after turning the crank for the requisite 
time, content herself that the system has dis-
charged her entire obligation for her. The wo-
man of benevolence—fully posted by the Char-
ities Bureau of Information, with a bundle of 
soup tickets and the certificates of the "Clear-
ing-house for Consolidated Charities" in her 
hand—can, while entertaining her friends in 
her drawing-room, " dispose of" every " case " 
which appeals to her bounty. The devout 
churchman, who finds his son or his neighbor 
in spiritual darkness, feels the agreeable meri-
toriousness of having done his whole duty when 
he has advised the inquirer for salvation to 
"consult the minister." 

The fact is, we are in an epoch of marvelous 
inventiveness. The new cotton-picking ma-
chine, which, with two men and a mule, can do 
the work of forty men, is an agricultural in-
stance of what is now going on in the sphere of 
philanthropy and practical Christianity. Mules 
and machines have largely taken the place of 
men; or, to save the statement from unpleasant 
allusions to a useful though often misunderstood 
friend of humanity, ecclesiastical contrivances 
are being widely substituted for the power of 
the individual. It is not alone in politics that 
the man is hidden by the machine. 

Christians have acquired the habit—and that 
quite naturally—of' "pointing with pride" 
to the wonderful development of the church. 
Even her enemies bear witness to her greatness 
by the ingenuity and force with which they 
seek to depreciate her. The opportunities and 
resources of the church have increased incalcu-
lably, and her appliances have multiplied a thou-
sand-fold; but in the very midst of this chorus 
of self-gratulation the question meets us: Is 
there an increase of force proportional to the 
increase of facilities? Is there a possibility 
that the mechanism of Christianity may retard 
or destroy its power? 

It is clearly not enough to prove by figures, 
either of arithmetic, or of speech, or of geom-
etry—for the demonstration by diagram is now 
very popular—that there is numerical growth, 
and that wealth and social influence are in-
creased. Imperial Rome after a time lost force 
by gaining territory. With a limited water-sup-
ply, the more ditches for irrigation a farmer digs, 
the poorer crops he will gather. Admit the 
increase in the church; does it mean more ter-
ritory and more ditches, or more power? Pe-
ter Bayne somewhere says, "Some men are 
ever ready to ride upon the car of civilization 
while others push." There is an increase in 
the church. Is it of those who ride or those 
who push? Is the .incroment one of weight or 
of power? 

It should certainly be clear to us that the 
multiplication of facilities—in things religious 
or things secular—is the multiplication of hin-
drances, unless there is also a relative gain in 
the operating force. A scythe is better than a 
mowing machine to the man who has no horses. 
With a compound lever a mechanic should be 
'able to lift more than with a simple one; other-
wise the very complications of the former pre-
vent the results possible with the latter. Now 
the gospel's center of force, as far as human  

instrumentalities are concerned, is the individ-
ual soul. It is not learning, not the printing 
press, not the pulpit, not the church, but the 
man. The true light is kindled in, arid radiates 
from, personal character. The world sees the 
way to God by the light of flaming hearts. To 
shade the light by any medium, however artis-
tically wrought, is to diminish the power of the 
gospel. Neither social power, nor intellectual 
power, nor what is called the power of truth, 
must be substituted for the power of the soul. 

Now, in the growth of Christianity, has this 
power of the individual increased? Are there 
to-day relatively more or fewer souls who, im-
bued with • holy zeal and flashing forth the di-
vine light, are bringing direct influence to bear 
upon other souls? Here, for example, is a church 
of six hundred members. Eloquence is in the 
pulpit, art in the windows, at the organ, and in 
the choir stalls; wealth and propriety are in 
the pews; and the number of souls saved an-
nually can be counted upon the fingers of the 
hands—perhaps on those of one hand. Of' these 
hundreds, what proportion do their religious 
work themselves, and what proportion do theirs 
by proxy? How many of these voices are ever 
heard in prayer or testimony? How many are 
watching and praying for unsaved souls, and 
bow many are valiantly serving the Lord by 
substitute? Unquestionably it must be ad-
mitted that the direct personal influence and 
work of individual Christians are the least used 
fbrces that the church has to-day. 

Nor is it difficult to perceive how the proxy 
plan diminishes spiritual power in the individ-
ual, and so in the church. For, first, much of 
the initial force is lost in the necessary friction 
of so complicated a system as that of Christian 
work in this age. Heat is indeed developed; 
but it is the heat of wear, not of power. In 
many a church more treasures of strength and 
wisdom aro exhausted in supplying oil to pro-
tect the bearings than are available for the 
direct purposes for which the whole machine is 
contrived. 

Secondly, any man—and here we must re-
member that " whether one member suffer, all 
the members suffer with it"—any man who 
avoids religious duty and personal contact with 
the unsaved suffers inevitable loss; the loss of 
sensibility, then of sympathy, and hence of 
motive power. Ceasing to work for others, he 
ceases to care for them, and dwarfs his power 
to the stunted possibilities of the collection plate, 
and the worse than fruitless formality of heart-
less prayer. 

And, thirdly, power is gone when the sense 
of responsibility is gone. There is something 
horrible in the complacency with which the 
majority of Christians watch their unsaved fel-
low-voyagers sink beneath the waves. Multi-
tudes, clearly, are ignorant that in the gospel 
economy, the conversion of a soul carries with 
it a commission to work. Responsibility should 
rest upon the individual; he escapes it, and 
leaves it upon the church. 

The perfection of organization is not that 
which relieves from personal responsibility, but 
that which widens the application of personal 
power. And we may well suspect the genuine-
ness of that growth which enlarges the organi-
zation and diminishes the consciousness. It is 
very probably the growth of disease. If, then, 
there be a real menace in this tendency to bury 
the power of the individual beneath the compli-
cations of an over-organized system, is there 
any way of averting such a calamity ? There 
is space for only one or two general suggestions. 

And first, let religious teachers and leaders 
aim' directly at the development of spiritual 
force in the person, rather than at the elabora-
tion of mechanism in the church. Christ's is 
still the true method. He gave the world noi, 
primarily, an organization, but a group of con-
verted men. Secondly, demand from converted 
men the active labor of converted men. Every 
man who reads his pardon at the foot of the  

cross should there also read his commission, 
To him to whom the Master says, " Go, work!" 
the church has no right to say, "Come, pay for 
your pew, and be idle." Thirdly, let every or-
ganization of Christians be founded, not upon 
the hospital idea, the lecture-bureau idea, the 
social-club idea, but upon the armyidea. Camp 
follower's and sutlers are of little use in battle. 
—Rev. F. Mason North, in Independent. 

Walk by Faith. 

How HARD it is for a Christian to realize that 
walking by faith is not walking by sight. All 
of us are willing to trust God as far as we can 
see; but only now and then are we ready to 
trust God against all appearances. In no one 
matter is our proneness to distrust the promises 
of God more likely to show itself' than in our 
treatment of the duty of Christian giving. A 
struggle at this point perplexes a reader from 
Northern New York, who writes: " In regard 
to the privilege of giving, I feel deeply; yet 
through circuinstances too numerous to trouble 
you with, I cannot decide on it satisfactorily. 
I hope you can help me. It seems to me that 
the Bible rule of ' one-tenth' is a safe and sure 
one; but I have been a little staggered by the 
remark of a friend, who said that rule applied 
to one's income, and not to the wages of a me-
chanic or to the salary of a teacher. For in-
stance, if a man with a family of two or three 
persons earns thirteen dollars a week, is it jus-
tice to his family to give one- tenth to charity 
or church work? Should a teacher on three 
hundred a year, with others besides herself to 
think of, give thirty dollars away? Suppose, 
besides this, she has neither time nor strength 
to do any Christian work except what comes 
to her in connection with her daily duty, and 
a Sunday-school class; is it her duty to deny 
herself' the pleasure of' systematic giving? Or, 
do you think that, out of the scanty amount, 
she should give one-tenth ?" 

What are wages and a salary, if they are not 
income? But perhaps that objector who has puz-
zled our correspondent meant to say, that one-
tenth is to be givento theLord only when it can be 
spared without feeling it. There is a good deal 
of that sort of reading the requirements of duty, 
among Christian people. There are those who 
honestly do not consider the obligation of the 
tithe of one's income as binding under the Chris-
tian law. But as we road the Scriptures, this 
obligation, like that of the Sabbath, preceded 
the Mosaic law, and is recognized also under 
the Christian dispensation. This being the 
case, we look upon one-tenth of the believer's 
income, like one-seventh of his time, as belong-
ing, of right, to the Lord. 

It is therefore not a question whether the be-
liever thinks he can afford it or not. He has 
no more right to keep that one-tenth for his 
own benefit, than he has to steal a like amount 
from one of his fellows. And because this is 
his duty, he will find, as a practical matter, that 
ho can more easily live within nine-tenths of 
his income than within ten-tenths. Not until 
a believer has paid to the Lord the one-tenth 
that belongs absolutely to the Lord, can he 
begin to give, of his choice, to the Lord. As a 
practical matter, it is a more common thing for 
a poor Christian to give one-tenth of his income 
to the Lord, than for a rich Christian to do it. 
It didn't look to the widow of Zarephath as if 
she could really afford to give so large a share 
of her scanty pittance to the Lord as the Lord's 
prophet asked for; but she had faith enough to 
do as she was directed by the Lord to do; and 
she found that a part was greater than the 
whole, when the part was used wisely. Who-
ever, in any part of the world, has a faith like 
that widow's, will be most likely to have an ex-
perience like hers.—S. S. Times. 

EVERY misery missed is a new mercy.—Isaac 
Walton. 
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their adversaries. It may be hoped, therefore, 
that the Belgian school issue will have a peace-
able solution, when sober second thought has 
time to assert itself: 

What effect the threatened Encyclical of the 
pope against the Liberals may have is not cer-
tain, but it may be expected to bring more 
sharply to the front in Belgium the real issue, 
which there, as in France, underlies the school 
question—that of the entire separation of church 
and State. The conflict will be long and se-
vere, and, as in the present contention, the dif-
ficulties of the genuine Liberals may be inten-
sified by the factiousness and intolerance of 
their Radical allies. With Clericalism on the 
one hand, and Red Republicanism on the other, 
the sincere friends of liberal institutions have a 
most perplexing and difficult mission.—Chria-
tian at Work. 

Brief Reflections and Arguments. 

Christian Trust vs. Ungodly Trust. 

TRUST is not always a Christian virtue. To 
trust one's self to a rotten plank, when a safe 
footing can properly be obtained elsewhere, 
may be a folly or a crime, according to the mo-
tive which directed the action. This thought 
is suggested by the recent words of a would-be 
theological prophet, who, forecasting the creed 
of the future, announces, as one of the elements 
of its fourfold belief, faith in the " drift of 
things." Faith in the drift of things! Alack 
that is like enough to be the too common faith 
of the future; for it has been the commoner 
faith of the past. No transgressor of God's 
commandments, no drunkard, no impure person, 
no deceiver of other men, but has unlimited 
faith in the drift of things. Every day sees him 
sink deeper into the mire, every day, perhaps, 
makes his desire for deliverance more feeble; 
yet every day sees him cherishing the same old 
faith that some time things will take a turn, 
and he will come out all right. We might  

more safely trust ourselves to the drift above 
Niagara than to this treacherous "drift of 
things." This faith in the drift of things is not 
the faith of the Christian. His is a personal 
trust in a personal Saviour,—through whose 
good providence he has faith, not in the drift of 
things, but in their settled march, according to 
God's ordering, from evil to good, and from cor-
ruption to incorruption.—S. S. Times. 

The Belgian Struggle for Education. 

THE little kingdom of Belgium is a strong-
hold of Roman Catholicism of the extreme 
type. Out of a population of 5,000,000, not 
50,000 are nominal Protestants. The church 
has ruled the people with a firm hand, and with 
a bold affirmation of its divine right so to do. 
To maintain this hold, it must of necessity have 
the direction of national education. This it 
held unquestioned till the Liberal Education act 
of 1879 wrested the power from its hands. 
This law was the work of the Liberals of Bel-
gium aided by the Radicals. The former are 
Catholics, but revolted against a system of 
church education which kept the masses of the 
people in dense ignorance of most things except 
their duties to the church. 	 • 

From the day when the educational act of 
1879 went into force, the priesthood have op-
posed it by every means which malignant 
ingenuity could devise. In opposition to the 
Government secular schools, they set up the 
parochial institutes. They refused the sacra-
ment to children who attended the public 
schools, and to their parents as well. It was 
not that the education law banished religion 
from the schools, although it discarded church 
emblems; for an hour each day was allotted to 
the priest for instruction. This, however, was 
not the control which the church demanded, 
and the privilege was refused with scorn. The 
struggle over the schools was severe in the ex-
treme, and the interest of the nation was roused 
to a burning heat. At the expiration of three 
years, the Clerical schools still held a majority 
of the children; but the Superiority of the Gov-
ernment institutions was beginning slowly to 
tell. 

The violence of the Clericals naturally begat 
violence in return on the part of the Radicals. 
In a conservative country like Belgium, Rad- 
icalism was _naturally dreaded. Accordingly, 
when it happened, a year or more ago, that the 
Government was driven to temporary alliance 
with the Radicals, in order to carry some of its 
measures in Parliament, a reaction began to 
show itself: In the election of the present 
year, this reaction ended in the return of a 
Clerical majority in Parliament, and a revolution 
in the ministry. Following this triumph, came 
a revision of the education law, which practi-
cally restores the priesthood to all their ancient 
control of the national education. It is this 
burning issue which has brought Belgium to the 
brink of revolution. 

The blame of the recent disorders in Brussels 
and other cities should be placed where it be- 
longs. It does not rest upon the true Liberal 
party, but upon the impracticable, the petulant 
Radicals, who know no better arm for combat- 
ing abuses than violence. Although the duties 
of a beaten minority are not too fully compre-
hended in either France or Belgium, it is evident 
that the Belgium Liberal leaders have the cor-
rect idea of them. Following the riotous dem-
onstrations of the middle of September, they 
posted placards in the public places of Brussels, 
announcing their policy of peaceful, legal op-
position to the obnoxious education statute. 
The factious and malignant opposition made by 
the Clericals to the law of 1879 would furnish 
ample warrant for a less legitimate procedure; 
but the true Liberals of Belgium are in sober, 
conscientious earnest, and are unwilling to im-
peril their sacred cause by using the weapons 
which they have denounced when wielded by 

MEN refuse to keep the Sabbath of the Lord 
because the commandment is not repeated in the 
New Testament; and yet they observe the first 
day of the week, for which there is no com-
mandment in either the Old or the New. This 
shows that they are governed by custom, and 
not by revelation or reason. 

Those who would have the moral law of God 
abolished, close their oyes to two important 
things: 1. That the presumptive evidence is all 
in favor of the continuance of the moral code 
of the all-wise and unchangeable God; and 2. 
That the Lord Jesus, instea of destroying it, 
affirmed the perpetuity of every jot and tittle 
of it, " till Heaven and earth pass." Matt. 5 : 
17-19. 

Those who quote Hob. 4 : 3, " For we which 
have believed do enter into rest," emphasizing 
do enter  to make it appear that the rest referred 
to " is enjoyed by the believer here in this pres-
ent life," need to be told that in order to ex-
press that idea it should read, " We that have 
believed  have entered  into rest." As it stands, 
it is in perfect harmony with the exhortation of 
the apostle in the same chapter: "Let us [be-
hovers] labor therefore to enter into that rest, 
lest  any man fall," or come short of it. 

Paul was converted to the Christian religion 
some years after all the Jewish sabbaths were 
nailed to the cross, and consequently were no 
more. It' the weekly Sabbath was included 
with those, there was no Sabbath during his 
Christian experience and ministry: But the in-
spired recorder of his travels and labors fre-
quently tells us what Paul did on the Sabbath, 
without any qualifying term such as old or Jew-
ish.  If there was no Sabbath then, this lan-
guage is well calculated to mislead the reader; 
but if there was a Sabbath then, there is one 
now, unless it has been abolished since the 
apostle's labors were put upon record. 

While Paul was at Corinth, it is recorded of 
him that " he reasoned in the synagogue  every 
Sabbath." If the first day of the week was the 
Sabbath at that time, the Jews opened their 
synagogue every first day of the week, either 
because they had changed their day of worship 
to that day, or to accommodate the Christians, 
who, if tradition  be true, had kept the first day 
during the twenty years that passed between 
the resurrection of Christ and Paul's labors at 
Corinth. But if Paul accommodated himself to 
the Jews, and these meetings were held on the 
day they ever had been, and still are, in the 
habit of observing, it follows that the first day 
of the week was  not  the Sabbath at that time; 
for if it were, it would certainly be included in 
the term " every Sabbath." Now if the first 
day of the week was not the Sabbath twenty 
years after the resurrection of Christ, when did 
it become the Sabbath ? 	R. F. COTTRELL. 

A New Bible Word. 

WE have to thank the revisers of the New 
Testament for a new word in relation to the 
subject of life in and through Christ. 

Hebrews 7: 16 reads, concerning Christ as 
priest after the likeness of Melchisedec, " Who 
hath been made, not after the law of' a carnal 
commandment, but after the law of an endless 
life." (Margin, "Greek, indissoluble.") That 
is, not subject to dissolution; endless, because 
in its nature it is incapable of being loosed 
away, or destroyed. 

Kata dynamin vies akataluton—according to 
the strength of life indissoluble. The writer to 
the Hebrews is contrasting the Levitical priests 
with our High Priest in the Heavens. They 
were many, " because they were not suffered 
to continue by reason of death; but he, because 
he abideth forever,  hath a priesthood that cloth 
not pass to another." Margin, R. V., v. 24. He 
abideth because be " was dead, and is alive for-
ever more." And it is certain that he " dieth 
no more," because he now liveth by  a life that 
is in its nature  indissoluble. 

But were the life of all men thus indissoluble, 
where were the force of the writer's reasoning? 
He reasons as if the life of the Levitical priests 
was mortal, and as if they lost their lives, one 
after another, by death. Such a terminable life 
as that of mortal man is sharply contrasted 
with the indissoluble life of the risen Lord, in 
this very quality of indissolubility, and conse-
quent endlessness.—A. A., in Bible Banner. 

Formalism. 

As IN all armies soldiers aro found who enjoy 
military exercises on the peaceful parade ground, 
but shrink from the perils of the battle-field, so 
in the church there are too many who cheerfully 
participate in the forms of worship, but dislike 
to contend earnestly against their inward as 
well as their outward sins. they are disposed 
to be a little pious, but not to be wholly the 
Lord's. Such disciples justify this sharp obser-
vation by Adam Clarke: "The measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ is seldom seen; 
the measure of the stature of littleness, dwarf-
ishness, and emptiness is often exhibited." 
Alas, that men with our rich gospel in their 
hands should turn from the abundant banquet-
ing table of their Lord's love to feed on the 
husks of formalism! Surely, it is sweeter living 
in intimate fellowiihip with Christ than to "fol-
low him afar oft"' at the risk of fhlling into 
temptation and parting company with him for-
ever.—Zien's herald. 

You might just as well take  away  the lumin-
ous ether from the atmosphere, and call the re-
siduum air, and expect - to have its original life-
sustaining power as to remove the doctrine of 
Christ's divinity from theology without the 
actual and complete overthrow of Christianity 
itself as a consistent and energizing system.—
Charles Neil. 
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The Ostrogoths and the Visigoths. 

(Continued.) 
THE power of the Huns in China continued 

nearly three hundred years, till " the Sienpi, a 
tribe of Oriental Tartars, retaliated the injuries 
which they had formerly sustained; and the 
power of the Tanjous, after a reign of 1300 
years, was [A. D. 93] utterly destroyed, before 
the end of the first century of the Christian 
era."—Dec. and Fall, chap. 26, par. 9. 

" The fate of the vanquished Huns was di-
versified by the various influence of character 
and situation. Above 100,000 persons, the 
poorest, indeed, and the most pusillanimous, of 
the people, were contented to remain in their 
native country, to renounce their peculiar name 
and origin, and to mingle with the victorious 
nation of the Sienpi. Fifty-eight hordes, about 
200,000 men [A. D. 100, etc.], ambitious of a 
more honorable servitude, retired towards the 
south, implored the protection of the emper-
ors of China, and were permitted to inhabit 
and to guard the extreme frontiers of the 
province of Chansi and the territory of Ortous. 
But the most warlike and powerful tribes of 
the Huns maintained, in their adverse fortune, 
the undaunted spirit of their ancestors. The 
western world was open to their valor; and 
they resolved, under the conduct of their he-
reditary ehieftans, to discover and subdue some 
remote country which was still inaccessible to 
the arms of the Sienpi and to the laws of China. 
The course of their emigration soon carried 
them beyond the mountains of Imaus and the 
limits of the Chinese geography; but we are 
able to distinguish the two great divisions of 
these formidable exiles, which directed their 
march towards the Oxus, and towards the 
Volga." 

" It is impossible to fill the dark interval of 
time which elapsed after the Huns of the Volga 
were lost in the eyes of the Chinese, and before 
they showed themselves to those of the Romans. 
There is some reason, however, to apprehend 
that the same force which had driven them 
from their native seats, still continued to impel 
their march towards the frontiers of Europe. 
The power of the Sienpi, their implacable ene-
mies, which extended above 3000 miles from 
east to west, must have gradually oppressed 
them by the weight and terror of a formidable 
neighborhood; and the flight of the tribes of 
Scythia would inevitably tend to increase the 
strength, or to contract the territories, of the 
Huns. The harsh and obscure appellations of 
those tribes would offend the ear, without in-
forming the understanding, of the reader; but 
I cannot suppress the very natural suspicion, 
that the Huns of the North derived a consider-
able reinforcement from the ruin of the dynasty 
of the South, which, in the course of the third 
century, submitted to the dominion of China; 
that the bravest warriors marched away in 
search of their free and adventurous country-
men; and that, as they had been divided by 
prosperity, they were easily re-united by the 
common hardships of their adverse fortune. 
The Huns, with their flocks and herds, their 
wives and children, their dependents and allies, 
were transported to the west of the Volga; 
and they boldly advanced to invade the coun-
try of the Alani, a pastoral people who occu-
pied, or wasted, an extensive tract of the deserts 
of Scythia. 

"The plains between the Volga and the 
Tanais wore covered with the tents of the Alani, 
but their name and manners were diffused over 
the wide extent of their conquests; and the 
painted tribes of the Agathyrsi and Geloni 
were confounded among their va,sals. To-
wards the north, they penetrated into the 
frozen regions of Siberia, among the savages 
who were accustomed, in their rage or hunger, 
to the taste of human flesh; and their south-
ern inroads were pushed as Ihr as the confines 
of Persia and India. The mixture of Sarmatio  

and German blood had contributed to improve 
the features of the Alani, to whiten their swar-
thy complexions, and to tinge their hair with 
a yellowish cast, which is seldom found in the 
Tartar race. They were less deformed in their 
persons, less brutish in their manners, than the 
Huns; but they did not yield to those formida-
ble barbarians in their martial and independent 
spirit; in the love of freedom, which rejected 
even the use of domestic slaves; and in the 
love of arms, which considered war and rapine 
as the pleasure and the glory of mankind. A 
naked scimitar, fixed in the ground, was the 
only object of their religious worship; the 
scalps of their enemies formed the costly trap-
pings of their horses; and they viewed, with 
pity and contempt, the pusillanimous warriors 
who patiently expected the infirmities of age 
and the tortures of lingering disease. On the 
banks of the Tanais, the military power of the 
Huns and the Alani encountered each other with 
equal valor, but with unequal success. The 
Huns prevailed in the bloody contest; the king 
of the Alani was slain; and the remains of the 
vanquished nation were dispersed by the ordi-
nary alternative of flight or submission. A 
colony of exiles found a secure refuge in the 
mountains of Caucasus between the Euxine 
and the Caspian, where they still preserve their 
name and their independence. Another colony 
advanced, with more intrepid courage, towards 
the shores of the Baltic; associated themselves 
with the northern tribes of Germany; and 
shared the spoil of the Roman provinces of 
Gaul and Spain. But the greatest part of the 
nation of the Alani embraced the offers of an 
honorable and advantageous unien; and the 
Huns, who esteemed the valor of their less 
fortunate enemies, proceeded, with an increase 
of numbers and confidence, to invade the limits 
of the Gothic Empire. 

"The great Hermanric, whose dominions ex-
tended from the Baltic to the Euxine, enjoyed, 
in the full maturity of age and reputation, 
the fruit of his victories, when [A. D. 375] he 
was alarmed by the formidable approach of a 
host of unknown enemies, on whom his barbar-
ous subjects might, without injustice, bestow 
the epithet of barbarians. The numbers, the 
strength, the rapid motions, and the implacable 
cruelty of the Huns, were felt, and dreaded, 
and magnified by the astonished Goths, who 
beheld their fields and villages consumed with 
flames and deluged with indiscriminate slaugh-
ter. To these real terrors, they added the sur-
prise and abhorrence which were excited by the 
shrill voice, the uncouth gestures, and the 
strange deformity of the Huns. 

"These savages of Scythia were compared 
(and the picture had some resemblance) to the 
animals who walked very awkwardly on two 
legs; and to the misshapen figures, the Termini, 
which were often placed on the bridges of an-
tiquity. They were distinguished from the rest 
of the human species by their broad shoulders, 
flat noses, and small black eyes deeply buried 
in the head; and as they were almost destitute 
of beards, they never either enjoyed the manly 
graces of youth or the venerable aspect of age. 
A fhbulous origin was assigned, worthy of their 
form and manners, that the witches of Scythia, 
who, for their foul and deadly practices, had 
been driven from society, had copulated in the 
desert with infernal spirits; and that the Huns 
were the offspring of this execrable conjunction. 
The tale, so full of horror and absurdity, was 
greedily embraced by the credulous hatred of 
the Goths; but while it gratified their hatred, 
it increased their fear; since the posterity of 
demons and witches might be supposed to 
inherit some share of the preternatural powers, 
as well as the malignant temper, of their par-
ents. 

"Against these enemies Hermanric prepared 
to exert the united forces of the Gothic State; 
but he soon discovered that his vassal tribes, 
provoked by oppression, were much more in- 

dined to second than to repel the invasion of the 
Huns. One of the chiefs of the Roxolani had 
formerly deserted the standard of Hermanric, 
and the cruel tyrant had condemned the inno-
cent wife of the traitor to be torn asunder by 
wild horses. The brothers of that unfortunate 
woman seized the favorable moment of revenge. 
The aged king of the Goths languished some 
time after the dangerous wound which he re-
ceived from their daggers; but the conduct of 
the war was retarded by his infirmities; and 
the public councils of the nations were dis-
tracted by a spirit of jealousy and discord. 

"His death, which has been imputed to his 
own despair, left the reins of government in the 
hands of Withimer, who, with the doubtful aid 
of some Scythian mercenaries, maintained the 
unequal contest against the arms of the Huns 
and Alani, till he was defeated and slain in a 
decisive battle. The Ostrogoths submitted to 
their fate; and the royal race of the Amali will 
hereafter be found among the subjects of the 
haughty Attila. But the person of Witheric, 
the infant king, was saved by the diligence of 
Alatheus and Saphrax, two warriors, of ap-
proved valor and fidelity, who, by cautious 
marches, conducted the independent remains 
of the nation of the Ostrogoths toward the Da-
nastus, or Niester; a considerable river, which 
now [A. D. 1780] separates the Turkish domin-
ions and the empire of Russia. 

" On the banks of the Niester, the prudent 
Athanaric, more attentive to his own than to 
the general safety, had fixed the camp of the 
Visigoths, with the firm resolution of opposing 
the victorious barbarians, whom he thought it 
less advisable to provoke. The ordinary speed 
of the Huns was checked by the weight of' bag-
gage and the incumbrance of captives; but 
their military skill deceived, and almost de-
stroyed, the army of Athanaric. While the 
judge of the Visigoths defended the banks of 
the Niester, he was encompassed and attacked 
by a numerous detachment of cavalry, who, 
by the light of the moon, had passed the river 
in a fordable place; and it was not without the 
utmost efforts of courage and conduct that he 
was able to effect his retreat toward the hilly 
country. 

"The undaunted general bad already formed 
a new and judicious plan of defensive war; and 
the strong lines which he was preparing to 
construct between the mountains, the Pruth, 
and the Danube, would have secured the exten-
sive and fertile territory that bears the modern 
name of Walachia, from the destructive inroads 
of the Huns. But the hopes and measures of 
the judge of the Visigoths were soon disap-
pointed by the trembling impatience of his 
dismayed countrymen; who were persuaded by 
their fears that the interposition of the Danube 
was the only barrier that could save them from 
the rapid pursuit and invincible valor of the 
barbarians of Scythia. Under the command of 
Fritigern and Alavivus, the body of the nation 
hastily advanced to the banks of the great river, 
and implored the protection of the Roman em-
peror of the East. Athanaric himself, still anx-
ious to avoid the guilt of perjury, retired, with 
a band of faithful followers, into the mountainous 
country of Caucaland; which appears to have 
been guarded, and almost concealed, by the im-
penetrable forests of Transylvania."—Id., chap. 
26, par. 10-12. 	 A. T. J. 

(To be continued.) 

THE well-defined spiritual life is not only the 
highest life, but it is also the most easily lived. 
The whole cross is more easily carried than the 
half'. It is the man who tries to make the best 
of both worlds who makes nothing of either. 

THAT is a fine and true sentiment in Rutledge, 
where he says, "By doing good with his money 
a man as it were stamps the image of God upon 
it, and makes it pass current for the merchan-
dise of Heaven." 
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A Love Story of the Olden Time. 

THE twenty-fourth chapter of Genesis is 
thrillingly interesting. We beard it road at a 
large Sunday-school gathering not long ago, 
and have since thought more about it. The 
narrative takes us back nearly as many years 
before the birth of Christ as we live this side of 
that event, or over 3740 years in all. Then 
we see the aged patriarch Abraham administer-
ing an oath in a peculiar way to the " eldest 
servant of his house" (whose name is not given, 
but was probably Eliezer), binding him to take 
a journey of some hundreds of miles to get a 
wife for Isaac from among his kindred; the 
meeting in Mesopotamia with Rebekah (Isaac's 
cousin), at the well; the night's entertainment 
at her father's house; the return journey; the 
marriage without courtship or personal ac-
quaintance, and the happy issue—we cannot be 
otherwise than interested in it as a true story 
of Oriental life. But knowing that "whatsoever 
things were written aforotime were written for 
our learning, that we through patience and com-
fort of the Scriptures might have hope" (Rom. 
15 : 4), we are led to look beneath the surface, 
and to ask what lessons we may learn from 
this record. We note but two, though there 
are many others. 

1. TAKE EVERYTHING TO GOD IN PRAYER. 

It is a sad mistake to think that only our 
spiritual necessities are to be spread out before 
him. He cares for the body as well as for the 
soul. He who taught us to pray, " Forgive us 
our sins," teaches us also to say, "Give us day 
by day our daily bread." Luke 11 : 1-13. 
The apostolic direction is emphatic: "In noth-
ing be anxious; but in everything by prayer 
and suplication with thanksgiving let your re-
quests be made known unto God." Phil. 4 : 6, 
R. V. Abraham's godly servant prayed most 
earnestly respecting the temporal matter in-
trusted to him, watched the loadings of Provi-
dence, recognized the guiding hand, and made 
grateful acknowledgment of Jehovah's mercy. 
Why should not we imitate his example, at 
least so far as to express our desires to our 
heavenly Father, believe that he hears us, and 
that he will grant them if he sees that to do so 
would be for our good. 

2. WE CAN LOVE THE UNSEEN. 

Rebekah did. She had never seen Isaac; yet 
on the representations of Abraham's servant, 
she was willing to leave her father's house and 
the land of her nativity, and unite with him her 
interests for life. Is there not here a good 
illustration of gospel truth ? Peter when speak-
ing of Christ says: " Whom having not seen, ye 
love;  in whom, though now ye see him not, 
yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory." 1 Pet. 1 : 7, 8. We cannot 
love the unknown, though wo can the unseen. 
Rebekah was told of Abraham's great wealth 
which Isaac had inherited, and had some evi-
dence of it in the caravan which she saw, and 
the jewels which were bestowed upon her and 
her relatives. She believed the servant's words, 
and acted accordingly. So we have hoard in 
the gospel of the great riches of God the Father, 
and the matchless love of his Son, Jesus Christ, 
"whom be bath appointed heir of all things;" 
and "though we see him not," we can assur-
edly love him, so that when the question is put 
to us. " Wilt thou go with this man? " we are 
ready to answer, " I will go;"_ and casting in 
our lot with the people of God, we await the 
day when, the journey of the church being 
ended, we shall meet the heavenly Bridegroom 
—not as a solitary man out in the field meditat-
ing, but descending from Heaven with the glo-
rious retinue of angels, ready to escort us into his 
Father's presence. Then shall our eyes "see 
the King in his beauty;" and as we "shall be 
forever with the Lord," there will be ample 
time to form a personal acquaintance. 

.Rebekah prized the kind words which she 

The Tried Word. 

THAT is a noble word of the psalmist, a grand 
resting place for faith,—" The word of the Lord 
is tried." Dean Stanley, in one of his sermons, 
shows how it is tried to the uttermost: "Tried 
by the honest investigations of science, tried by 
the undue claims upon it, tried by the misunder-
standing and exaggeration of its friends, and 
yet in spite of all, 'thy servant loveth it' (Ps. 
119: 140), because he knows that there is noth-
ing else like it in the world, nothing else which 
will so well repay all the trouble, anxiety, and 
misapprehension which its study involves. Its 
value has increased, not diminished, with the 
lapse of ages. . . . It is still the Book of 
books, not to one nation only, but to all mankind. 

"It contains treasures of wisdom, of justice, of 
tenderness, of toleration, and of freedom, which 
have never yet been exhausted. It stands on a 
height above all the human speculations which 
have gathered round it. Ancient creeds and 
modern confessions of theology . . . are 
not to be named for a moment in comparison 
with the loving voice of God, as it speaks to us 
through the loving acts and utterances of patri-
arch and king, lawgiver and judge, priest and 
soldier, psalmist and prophet, through all the 
manifold 'sundry times,' through all the infi-
nitely divers manners' in which he inspired 
the teachers of his chosen people, until in these 
last days he has spoken to us once for all in the 
person of Jesus Christ his Son."—Sel. 

Insane Fanaticism. 

A PECULIAR bit of grotesque fanaticism seems 
just now to have popped up among the Salva-
tion Army ranks. A modern fakir of this or-
ganization, and of supposed great sanctity, has 
been posing before the public in Paris, some of 
whose antics cannot be those of a sane person—
such, for instance, as standing three days and 
three nights at a time up to his neck in water, 
that he may the better commune with God. St. 
Simeon Sty lithe lived some thirty years high 
and dry on the top of a column, sixty feet above 
tide-water, that he might better commune with 
God, as being nearer Heaven, perhaps. But our 
nineteenth-century saint goes down to the wa-
ter for the same purpose. After all, extremes 
meet, and in such matters a fbol at one end in-
dicates a fool at the other end. St. Simeon, 
though, has had several poems addressed to 
him—one by Tennyson. Our latter-day fakir 
can hardly expect to be so fortunate.—Chrie-
tian at Work. 

A Dangerous Tendency. 

HERE, I fear, is a dangerous tendency of the 
age we live in—to regard sin rather as a mis-
fortune or a mistake than as a fault and cor-
ruption. No one can object to the generous 
impulse which leads us to make due allowance 
for those who grow up, through no fault of 
their own, under unfavorable influences; and a 
merciful God, no doubt, considers and makes 
due allowance for the inevitable disadvantages 
under which so many human souls are reared. 
But still, sin is sin, and right is right, and the 
true church of God never falters in its condem-
nation of the one and its upholding of the other. 
It is its special business to form and maintain 
an elevated public opinion, based on the stand-
ard of the word of God.—Arch.bieltop Tait. 

What Is Religion? 

IN reply to the question, What is religion ? 
I would answer as fbllows: Religion is being 
rebound. As you aro at present a scholar, I 
will use the words of the school. First, then, 
"A noun is the name of a thing." But religion 
being a state, or condition, it eunnot be handled 
and measured, nor even exactly described, and 
so can only be defined. Let me begin the defi-
nition by analysis of the word. It is, as you 
know, derived from the Latin, and is a com-
pound of the preposition re and the verb ligo, 
the meanings of which are, re, back, and ligo, 
I bind; and so comes religo, I rebind, and from 
this the noun, the condition of being again 
bound, or rebound. The same word appears in 
ad-ligo, softened to alligo—allegiance, that is, le- 
glance to, or bound to. Now, adlegiance, or al-
legiance, may be the first and an unbroken 
legiance between two; but a relegiance can only 
be the renewal of a fealty broken by one or 
both parties. 

The sinless angel may hold allegiance to its 
God; only the sinful soul by a new pledge of 
fealty can hold relegiance. What, then, is re- 
legiance? It is the state entered into by one 
who, seeing the ill of broken allegiance, comes 
back to God, acknowledging sin, makes pledge 
of loyalty for the future, arid so enters into a 
new covenant, and so is rebound to him, arid 
proves the sincerity of the bond by publicly 
withdrawing from the side of his enemies, and 
joining the ranks of his friends, and entering 
upon the duties devolving upon him in the new 
or reformed relations. When one has done this, 
he is religious. In this concise answer I pur-
posely omit two things as not in the question. 
First, the general misuse of the word religion 
as meaning a faith, or belief. The Moslem may 
have an allegiance to the prophet, or the Hindu 
to Brahm, but as neither acknowledges any 
breaking of bonds there can be no rebinding. 
The Scripture teaching of sin and departure 
from God is the only doctrine allowing or de-
manding re-legiance. There be faiths and be-
liefs many, but, strictly, but one religion. 

The other point is the need, the character, and 
the person, of a Mediator between the breaker 
of the allegiance and the keeper thereof. Of 
one who having also been tempted, can sympa-
thize, but who also by his loyalty may come 
into the presence of the True, and so "lay his 
hand upon both." What, then, is not re-ligion ? 
When the injured, but true-hearted King opens 
wide the palace door, and sends out to you his 
own Son, inviting you to come and renew your 
allegiance, but you sullenly stand without, re-
fusing every act of loyalty, even though you 
hurl no missile of open war against the palace 
walls, or strike down no servant of the King as 
he goes to and fro doing his Sovereign's will; or 
if you go round about the walls, knocking with 
the hilt of your sword at every closed door, de-
manding entrance, contemptuously ignoring the 
door standing wide open, and the waiting mes-
senger by it; or if you come to the open door, 
and, ignoring the waiting messenger, unan-
nounced stalk boldly into the presence of the 
King, despising his ways and denying his au-
thority, although you may have come into his 
presence, you give no sign of re-allegiance, you 
are not religious. 

What, then, is religion? It is in deep con-
trition for the past, in full confidence in the 
faith-keeping of the King, humbly but gladly 
taking the band of the messenger, entering 
into the Sacred Presence, and there with new 
vows reconsecrating every weapon of rebellion 
and your own self also, to his service for time 
and for eternity, and thenceforth living to ful-
fill your vow—this is reallegiance, this is re-
binding, this is religion. 

Will you be 'religious? Answer to the King 
before you lay this my answer down.—Christian 
Union. 

beard and the costly jewels which were given 
her; yet these did not satisfy her. She wanted 
to see the man himself; the one to whom she 
was now espoused. So as Christians, greatly 
as we prize the graces and gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, we can never be satisfied until we shall 
see Him who loves us, who gave himself for us, 
and in whose personal presence we are to dwell 
forever. We despise not the jewels, though we 
want to see Isaac.--/Ifeseiah'8 Herald. 
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EVERY one must accept the conclusion which has 
been drawn for us by the writer to whom we have 
referred in these articles, namely, that if the king-
dom of Dan. 2 : 44, which was to be set up by the 
God of Heaven, is not literal, then the throne, the 
scepter, the territory, etc., are not literal; then all 
pertaining to it is only "spiritual" or not literal. 
And we insist that, if that be so, the king is not 
literal I We cannot possibly accept the idea of a 
literal king literally reigning in a kingdom which 
literally has no existence. That being so, we are 
altogether at a loss to imagine what sort of a king-
dom that might be of which the prophet spoke in 
his interpretation of the dream. And we may fur-
ther and very properly say, we are at a loss to ima-
gine why the prophet called it "an interpretation" 
at all, seeing that his language conveys no tangible 
idea to the mind of the reader. 

This point we ask our readers to particularly note. 
We expect to show most clearly that if the prophe-
cies which speak of Christ in both his first and his 
second advent are not to be interpreted literally—if 
they do not speak of literal facts—then Christ him-
self is not literal; then our Saviour is a myth, of 
whose existence we can have only the most vague 
ideas. 

We think we have given most incontestible evi-
dence that the interpretation of the dream in Daniel 
2 was given in literal terms. And this evidence re-
lates as well to other prophecies, and to the parables; 
all must have a literal interpretation. And this view 
is confirmed by an examination of all the facts re-
lating to the kingdom. 

1. The kingdom represented by the stone was to 
be "set up" at a specified time. This language is 
appropriate as applied to a literal kingdom, but in-
comprehensible as applied to anything else. The 
main reason urged against the kingdom being literal 
is, that a literal kingdom has not been set up by our 
Saviour. But that is no reason in fact. To consti-
tute that a reason, it must be proved that the time 
specified for setting up the kingdom is in the past, 
and that therefore we must of necessity discard the 
idea of its being literal. But that cannot be proved. 
To the contrary, it can clearly be proved that the 
time specified is yet future; and it can be proved 
that the events connected with its being set up are 
yet future. 

The text says: "In the days of these kings shall 
the God of Heaven set up a kingdom." All turns 
on the application of the term—" these kings." 
Four kingdoms are presented in the prophecy, each 
of which was to bear rule over all the earth. These 
were Babylon, Media and Persia, Greece, and Rome. 
The fourth, the Roman, was to be divided, as repre-
sented by the toes of the image. This same division 
is represented by the ten horns of the fourth beast 
of Daniel 7, there called ten kingdoms. In the 
dream of Daniel 2, the stone does not appear until 
the image is complete in all its parts; and when it 
smites the image, which is at its first appearing, it 
smites it on the feet, which were of iron and clay. 
It is generally supposed that this kijlgdom, or some-
thing miscalled a kingdom, was set up in the days 
of Christ or of his apostles. But in their days the 
image was not complete; the ten kings had not  

arisen. The Roman Empire was not divided, and it 
is always spoken of as a unit, a kingdom. until the 
time of the division; therefore the expression, "in 
the days of these kings," refers to the ten kingdoms, 
—the toes, which were to be smitten by the stone,—
and not to the Roman kingdom before the division, 
or in the time of Christ and his apostles. And this 
is assurance that the dominion will never again be 
consolidated; there will never be another uni-
versal dominion until the God of Heaven sets up 
his kingdom, which shall fill the entire earth, de-
stroying all the kingdoms which exist at the time it 
is set up. 

2. The work ascribed to this kingdom when it is 
set up, confirms this view. King and kingdom are 
used interchangeably in the prophecies, because the 
king represents the kingdom. Thus, Nebuchadnez-
zar was said to be the head of gold, because he was 
ruler over Babylon; and it was said to him, "After 
thee shall arise another kingdom." And therefore 
the kingdom is said to do what the king does. Of 
the action of this (stone) kingdom the prophet said: 
"It shall break in pieces and consume all these king-
doms." Will it do so, or will it not? "All these 
kingdoms" were literal kingdoms. They will be lit-
erally broken in pieces and consumed. And this is 
the work ascribed to Christ, the King of this king-
dom. To him the Father said: "Thou art my Son; 
this day have I begotten thee. Ask of me, and I 
shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy posses-
sion. Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; 
thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel." 
Ps. 2 : 7-9. "The heathen" means "the nations;" 
this was the title of all the nations in distinction 
from the Israel of God. Note the point, that they 
are not converted, but given to him to be broken or 
dashed in pieces. They are enemies of the cross, 
and so remain till they are consumed, or destroyed. 

But they are not given to him until after his 
priesthood closes. Christ does not destroy his ene-
mies while lie is yet a priest at the right hand of his 
Father. And thus it is said: "The Lord said unto 
my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make 
thine enemies thy footstool." Ps. 110 :1. To this 
Paul refers in his argument on the priesthood of 
Christ, which is at the right hand of the Father 
(Heb. 8:1), where he says: "But this man, after he 
had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down 
on the right hand of God; from henceforth expect-
ing till his enemies be made his footstool." Heb. 
10 : 12,13. 	 • 

At what time they will be given to him may be 
learned from Rev. 11 :15-18: "And the seventh an-
gel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, 
saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he 
shall reign forever and ever." The seventh trumpet 
ends this dispensation. That the nations are not 
converted when they are given to Christ, but are his 
enemies, thus put under his feet, is again proved in 
this text, verse 18: "And the nations were angry and 
thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that 
they should be judged, and that thou shouldst give 
reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the 
saints, and them that fear thy name, small and 
great; and shouldst destroy them which destroy 
the earth." The anger of the nations is mentioned 
under this trumpet, for under it "the'battle of that 
great day of God Almighty" (Rev. 16 :14) is fought 
by "the kings of the earth and of the whole world." 
And the wrath of God is revealed, because the na-
tions are overcome and destroyed in the day of this 
battle. And the time is further and unmistakably 
fixed in these expressions—"and the time of the 
dead, that they should be judged, and that thou 
shouldst give reward unto thy servants," etc. That 
the time of the judging of the dead is at or near the 
close of this dispensation, no one will dispute; and 
the Saviour fixes the time of giving reward in the 

following words: "For the Son of man shall come in 
the glory of his Father, with his angels; and then he 
shall reward every man according to his works." 
Matt. 16 :27. "And, behold, I come quickly; and 
my reward is with me, to give every man according 
as his work shall be." Rev. 22 : 12. And this is 
confirmed by the words of Paul: "Seeing it is a 
righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation 
to them that trouble you; and to you who are troub-
led [he will recompense] rest with us, when the Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from Heaven with his mighty 
angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them 
that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of 
our Lord ,Jesus Christ." 2 Thess. 1 :6-8. 

Now in fulfillment of Dan. 2 :44 we have traced 
the work of Christ, the king of that kingdom. It is 
his work to break in pieces and consume all these 
kingdoms, for the power and authority of a kingdom 
is vested in its king. To keep the points clearly in 
the mind of the reader we will give a recapitulation. 

(1) The nations and kingdoms are to be given to 
Christ. 

(2) He is to break them in pieces and destroy 
them. 

(3) This cannot occur during his priesthood. 
(4) It will take place under the seventh—or last 

—trumpet of Revelation, which closes this dispensa-
tion. 

(5) And it will be in connection with the judging 
of the dead, and giving reward to the servants of 
God. 

(6) And all this is in immediate connection with 
the second coming of Christ. 

Thus far we find that everything ascribed to the 
kingdom represented by the stone is yet future. 

3. Again, the prophecy says, " The kingdom shall 
not be left to other people." In the cases of the 
preceding kingdoms there was succession in two re-
spects. One generation passed away, and another 
occupied its place and inherited its power; and, one 
dominion passed away and another nation or people 
took the kingdom and dominion. But not so in the 
case of those who possess the kingdom of God. 
They who once possess it will possess it forever and 
ever; it will not be overthrown and given to another 
people. Paul speaks of this, and gives clear in forma-
tion concerning it, in his argument on the resurrec-
tion of the dead. 1 Cor. 15 : 50-52: "Now this I 
say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God; neither cloth corruption inherit 
incorruption." The words "flesh and blood" denote 
a corruptible condition. Man in. a corruptible state 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; for that is in-
corruptible, or everlasting. If such a man should 
inherit such a kingdom, he would lose it by death; it 
would be left to others. He then says that we shall 
be changed "in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trump; for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed." When we are thus changed to 
incorruption and immortality, we shall be fitted to 
inherit an incorruptible or immortal kingdom. 
And this fitting, or change, takes place at the coining 
of Christ. Compare 1 Thess. 4 :13-18. Thus we 
find that this part of Dan. 2 :44 is yet future. 

4. The prosperity of the wicked will continue un-
til they are destroyed, and until the saints possess 
the kingdom. In 2 Thess. 2 :8, the apostle speaks 
of the man of sin, or "that wicked" one, being re-
vealed, "whom the Lord shall consume with the 
spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the bright-
ness of his coming." We have already shown that 
the enemies of Christ will he destroyed at his coming. 
This lawless one, who will be destroyed by the 
brightness of the coming of Christ, is represented in 
Daniel 7 by the' symbol of "a little horn," which 
became stronger than the other horns, or kingdoms. 
This was the kingdom of antichrist—the papacy. 
Daniel said: "I beheld, and the same horn made war 
with the saints, and prevailed against them; until 
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The Law and the Gospel Co-Extensive. 

Ix Nehemiah 9 :13 we find the following words in 
the Levites' confession to God: "Thou earnest down 
also upon Mount Sinai; and spakest with them from 
Heaven, and gayest them right judgments and true 
laws, good statutes and commandments." Here we 
have reference made to true laws and good statutes. 
A good and true law would in every case condemn 
sin; therefore the law here referred to is of the same 
character as that which, being transgressed, makes 
it necessary for the gospel to be preached. This law 
was given upon Mount Sinai; so we examine the law 
there given, to see if it meets the requirements. 

In the 19th of Exodus we have a description of 
the preparation of the people to hear the law from 
Sinai. We read:— 

"And the Lord said unto Moses, Go unto the peo-
ple, and sanctify them to-day and to-morrow, and 
let them wash their clothes, and be ready against the 
third day; for the third day the Lord will come 
down in the sight of all the people upon Mount 
Sinai." Ex. 19 : 10,11. 

"And it came to pass on the third day in the 
morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, 
and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of 
the trumpet exceeding loud: so that all the people 
that was in the camp trembled. And Moses brought 
forth the people olit of the camp to meet with God; 
and they stood at the nether [lower] part of the 
mount. And Mount Sinai was altogether on a 
smoke, because the Lord descended upon it in fire; 
and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a 
furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly." Ex. 
19 :16-18. 

This was the condition of Mount Sinai when from 
it God spoke " true laws, good statutes and com-
mandments." Chapter 20, verses 3 to 17, contains 
the words which God spoke at that time. We quote 
them in full:- 

1. "Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 
2. "Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven 

image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in 
the water under the earth; thou shalt not bow down 
thyself to them, nor serve them; for I the Lord thy 
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate me, and showing mercy 
unto thousands of them that love me and keep my 
commandments. 

3. "Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guilt-
less that taketh his name in vain. 

4. "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work; but 
the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God. 
In it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, 
nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maid-
servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is 
within thy gates; for in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, 
and rested the seventh day; wherefore the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it. 

5. "Honor thy father and thy mother, that thy 
days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee. 

6. "Thou shalt not kill. 
7. "Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
8. "Thou shalt not steal. 
9. "Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 

neighbor. 
10. "Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house, 

thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife, nor his 
manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor 
his ass, nor anything that is thy neighbor's." 

These are the words which the Lord spoke in the 
hearing of all the people, from the midst of the fire 
and smoke upon Mount Sinai. Soon afterward he 
spoke to Moses, as follows:— 

the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given 
to the saints of the Most High; and the time came 
that the saints possessed the kingdom." Dan. 7: 
21,22. But this time is clearly identified in Matt. 
26:31-34: "When the Son of man shall come in 
his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then 
shall he sit upon the throne of his glory; . . . 
Then shall the King say unto them on his right 
hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world." Prior to that time "the poor of this 
world, rich in faith," are "heirs of the kingdom 
which he [God] hath promised to them that love 
him." Jas. 2 :5. 

Speaking further of the action of this little-horn 
power, of his persecuting the saints, and of his de-
struction, the prophet said: "And the kingdom and 
dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under 
the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the 
saints of the Most High." Dan. 7 :27. This covers 
the entire territory occupied by the four kingdoms 
of Daniel 2 and 7, and marks the complete fulfill-
ment of Daniel 2 :35,44,—the kingdom of the God 
of Heaven fills the whole earth. 

Again we recapitulate some points clearly shown 
in the Scriptures. 

(1) The kingdom represented by the stone, in 
Daniel 2, is an everlasting kingdom, which shall 
never pass away. 

(2) The people who take possession of it will never 
lose it; they will possess it forever. 

(3) But in order to do this, they must be made im-
mortal before they can inherit the kingdom. 

(4) When the saints inherit the kingdom, their 
dominion will be over the whole earth—under the 
whole heaven. 

(5) But the wicked prevail upon the earth until 
the coming of Christ. 

(6) They prevail also until the saints possess the 
kingdom. 

(7) The saints are made immortal at the coming 
of Christ, when the trumpet sounds--"the last 
trump." 

(8) 'When Christ comes in his glory, he destroys 
his enemies, and calls his saints to "inherit the 
kingdom." 

Are these declarations of Scripture the truths of 
God, or are they myths and figments ? If they are 
not true—if they do not reveal to us actual events 
—then the Bible is a book of vagaries, which mocks 
the faith of the humble believer. But they, being 
true, confirm our conclusion in regard to Daniel 2, 
that the dream is to be interpreted literally, and the 
kingdom which the God of Heaven will set up is yet 
future, and it will be as literally a kingdom, with a 
king, laws, territory, subjects, etc., as was that of 
Babylon, Persia, Greece, or Rome. 

Some of the most important Scripture facts relat-
ing to this subject, remain to be considered. And 
when the voice of Jesus is heard saying, " What is 
written?" "how readest thou?" may it he seen 
that we have had that implicit child-like faith which 
led us to read aright, and to believe that which is 
written. 

Jesting upon Scripture. 

THE evils arising from this practice are greater 
than appear at first. It leads, in general, to irrever-
ence for Scripture. No man would jest with the dy-
ing words of his father or his mother; yet the words of 
God are quite as solemn. When we have heard a 
comic or vulgar tale connected with a text of Script-
ure, such is the power of association that we never 
hear the text afterward without thinking of the 
jest. The effect of this is obvious. He who is much 
engaged in this kind of false wit, will come at length 
to have a large portion of Holy Scripture spotted 
over by this unholy fancy. 

"Come up to me into the mount, and be there; 
and I will give thee tables of stone, and a law, and 
commandments which I have written; that thou 
mayst teach them." Ex. 24 : 12. 

Accordingly we find by reading the remaining 
verses of the chapter, that Moses went up into the 
mount, and remained there with God forty days and 
forty nights. While he was there, the Lord gave 
him minute directions concerning the building of 
the sanctuary. Then we read:— 

"And he gave unto Moses, when he had made an 
end of communing with him upon Mount Sinai, two 
tables of testimony, tables of stone, written with the 
finger of God." Ex. 31 :18. 

"And Moses turned, and went down from the 
mount, and the two tables of the testimony were in 
his hand: the tables were written on both their 
sides; on the one side and on the other were 
they written. And the tables were the work of God, 
and the writing was the writing of God, graven 
upon the tables." Ex. 32 : 15,16. 

Then we are told how Moses, as he drew near the 
camp, saw the golden calf, and the people dancing 
around it, "and he cast the tables out of his hands, 
and brake them beneath [at the foot ofj the 
mount." But this was not the end of the matter; 
for very soon we read thus:— 

"And the Lord said unto Moses, Hew thee two 
tables of stone like unto the first; and I will write 
upon these tables the words that were in the 
first tables, which thou breakest." Ex. 34 :1. 

We will now read the words of Moses, as he re-
hearses the whole matter to the Israelites, just be-
fore his death. We begin with the point last 
quoted:— 

"At that time the Lord said unto me, Hew thee 
two tables of stone like unto the first, and come up 
unto me into the mount, and make thee an ark of 
wood. And I will write on the tables the words 
that were in the first tables which thou breakest, 
and thou shalt put them in the ark. And I made 
an ark of shittim wood, and hewed two tables of 
stone like unto the first, and went up into the 
mount, having the two tables in mine hand. And 
he wrote on the tables, according to the first writing, 
the ten commandments, which the Lord spake unto 
you in the mount out of the midst of the fire in the 
day of the assembly; and the Lord gave them unto 
me. And I turned myself and came down from the 
mount, and put the tables in the ark which I had 
made; and there they be, as the Lord commanded 
me." Deut. 10 : 1-5. 

One more quotation on this point. In the course 
of Moses's final address to the people, in which he 
rehearsed all their history in the wilderness, be re-
peated the substance of the ten commandments, and 
at the close he said:— 

" These words the Lord spake unto all your as-
sembly in the mount out of the midst of the fire, of 
the cloud, and of the thick darkness, with a great 
voice; and he udded no more; and lie wrote them in 
two tables of stone, and delivered them unto me." 
Deut. 5 :22. 

The gist of these texts of Scripture may be ex-
pressed as follows: The good and true laws which 
were spoken upon Sinai (Neh. 9 :13), were the ten 
commandments, found in Ex. 20 :3-17; these ten 
commandments were written by God himself on two 
tables of stone; and there was nothing spoken to the 
people by the Lord, except that which was placed 
upon the tables of stone. Dent. 5 :22. Therefore 
the words found in Ex. 20 : 3-17,  and no others, 
form the ten commandments, the perfect law of God. 

But what has this to do with the gospel? Just 
this: We found that the gospel is the remedy for 
sin, which is the transgression of the law; and that 
the law must be in force as long and as extensively 
as the gospel is preached. We were concerned to 
know what law it is, the transgression of which 
makes it necessary for the gospel to be preached, 
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and we have now found it. One more step com-
pletes the identification. It is this:— 

Paul says (Rom. 7 :7): "What shall we say then ? 
Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known 
sin, but by the law; for I had not known lust, ex-
cept the law had said, Thou shalt not covet." The 
law here referred to must be the same law that is 
referred to in John 3 :4, because it is one that 
points out sin; it does this because it is "holy, and 
just, and good." Therefore it is the law to which 
the gospel relates. And what law is it? It is the 
law which condemns unlawful desire, by saying, 
"Thou shalt not covet." But this is the last one of 
the ten commandments. Therefore we have proved 
to a demonstration that the ten commandments of 
Ex. 20 : 3-17,—those commandments which were 
spoken by Jehovah, in the mount, out of the midst 
of the fire, of the smoke, and of the thick darkness, 
and which were written on two tables of stone and 
del os:ted in the ark,—form the law which points 
out sin. They are the law which has been univer-
sally trodden under foot, making it necessary that 
the gospel should be preached in all the world, to 
every creature; and therefore it is' as plain as the 
Scripture can make it, that they are still binding 
upon every creature in every part of the world. If 
it were otherwise, there would be no sin, and conse-
quently no need of the gospel. Whoever, therefore, 
stays that he is not under the jurisdiction of those 
ten commandments, virtually says that he has no 
sin; and whoever says that he has no sin, places 
himself outside of the gospel plan; for "Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners," and no others. 
His salvation has reference only to those who have 
transgressed the law of God, the ten commandments. 

The above argument is, we think, so conclusive 
as to make it almost unnecessary to notice the as-
sumption that the gospel of Christ is that which 
points out sin. If this were true, we should have 
Christ introducing the gospel into the world in 
order to save men from the rejection of it I That is, 
the remedy for the disease creates the disease, the 
remedy being introduced to cure that which with-
out it would never have existed I Such an absurd-
ity is too puerile to be entertained for a moment. 
The gospel must relate to something outside of and 
prior to itself. Since the gospel saves from sin, it is 
evident that sin existed before the gospel, and that 
it continues to exist so long as the gospel exists; 
and since sin is the transgression of the law, it is 
just as evident that the law existed before there was 
sin, and, consequently, before there was any gospel 
or any need of it, and that it exists as long, at least, 
as the gospel exists. 

The testimony of men can never add force to that 
of the Bible; but to show that the view taken here 
is not a peculiar one among Christians, we quote 
from two men, both eminent for scholarship and 
piety:— 

"The ordinary method of God is to convict sin-
ners by the law, and that only. The gospel is not 
the means which God hath ordained, or which our 
Lord himself used, for this end. We have no au-
thority in Scripture for applying it thus, nor any 
ground to think it will prove effectual. Nor have 
we any more ground to expect this from the nature 
of the thing. 'They that be whole,' as our Lord 
himself observes, ' need not a physician, but they 
that are sick.' It is absurd, therefore, to offer a phy-
sician to them that are whole, or that at least im-
agine themselves so to be. You are first to con-
vince them that they are sick; otherwise they will 
not thank you for your labor. It is equally absurd 
to offer Christ to these whose heart is whole, having 
never yet been broken. It is, in the proper sense, 
casting pearls before swine. Doubtless they will 
trample them under foot; and it is no more than 
you have reason to expect, if they also turn again 
and rend you."—Wesiey's Works, Vol. 1, Sermon 
85. 

"The law of God, in its great and solemn injunc-
tions, should be distinctly set forth. Our congrega-
tions should be gathered as around the base of 
Mount Sinai, while from its summit is heard the  

voice of God in those commandments which are un-
alterable and eternal in their character. The effect 
of these utterances will be, that consciences will be 
awakened, and hearts will tremble. Some will say, 
with Moses, 	do exceedingly 'fear and quake,' 
when they behold the majesty of the law, the purity 
of God, and their own impurity. Others may be re-
pelled, and will say, 'Let not God speak to us any 
more.' Some will object to the sternness of the law, 
and will say, 'Prophesy smooth things;' but still 
that law must be preached. It brings the sinner to 
a recognition of his sins in having transgressed God's 
holy law, and shows him the fearfulness of the doom 
which is impending over him. 

" The law must be followed by the gospel; the 
awakened sinner must be pointed to the Saviour, 
that he may see and feel that, deep as are the stains 
of his transgressions, the blood of Christ can wash 
them all away. There are many preachers who 
love to dwell on the gospel alone. They talk 
sweetly and beautifully of the fatherhood of God. 
This is well. It is more than well, it is essential. 
But sometimes they go beyond this, and declaim 
against the preaching of the law—intimate that it 
belongs to a past age, a less civilized society; that 
men can best be moved by love alone, and they 
rely wholly on its attractive power. Such a gospel 
may rear a beautiful structure, but its foundation is 
in the sand. No true edifice can be raised without 
its foundations being dug deep by repentance to-
ward God, and then shall the rock be reached, and 
the building shall be strong through faith in Jesus 
Christ. The law without gospel is dark and hope-
less; the gospel without law is inefficient and pow-
erless. The one leads to servi:ude, the other to anti-
nomianism. The two combined produce 'charity 
out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of 
faith unfeigned.'"—Bishop Simpson, in "Lectures 
on Preaching," pp. 128,129. 

The obligation which rests upon all mankind to 
keep the law of God, will be considered more at 
length in future articles. 	 E. J. W. 

Encyclical Letter of Pope Pius XIII. 
(Concluded.) 

BUT as the pope proceeds, he grows more bold, 
and speaks out the popish views so plainly that it 
would seem that even the most blind Protestant 
might take the alarm. He says:— 

"These, then, are the things taught by the Cath-
olic Church concerning the constitution and govern-
ment of the State. Concerning these sayings and 
decrees, ',fa man will only judge dispassionately, no 
form of government is, per se, condemned so long as 
it has nothing repugnant to Catholic doctrine, and 
is able, if wisely and justly managed, to preserve the 
State in the best condition. Nor is it, per ae, to be 
condemned whether the people have a greater or less 
share in the government; for at certain times, and 
with the guarantee of certain laws, such participa-
tion may appertain, not only to the usefulness, but 
even to the duty of the citizens. Moreover, there is 
no just cause that any one should condemn the 
Church as being too restricted in gentleness, or in-
imical to that liberty which is natural and legiti-
mate. In truth, the Church judges it not lawful 
that the various kinds of divine worship should have 
the same right as the true religion; still it does not 
condemn those governors of States, who, for the sake 
of acquiring some great good, or to prevent great ill, 
patintly bear with manners and customs, so that 
each kind of religion has its place in the State." 

Let no one think that "the Church " would lay 
out a cast-iron rule for the government of States. 
Let not patriotic Americans be alarmed. The pope 
does not condemn a Republican form of government, 
nor indeed any other form of government, per se, 
if it will only work for the interests of the papacy. 
The Catholic Church is just as well satisfied to con-
trol a senate or a legislature as it is to control a 
king. And let no one, says the crafty Leo, condemn 
the Church for its leniency in tolerating other forms 
of worship than the Catholic, because it does not 
now, any more than it ever did, judge it lawful that 
the various kinds of divine worship should have the 
same right as the Catholic religion; but, owing to 
its present "unfavorable position." it is not able to 
"interfere" as much as it would like to. And, 
moreover, the Roman Church, so great is its kind-
ness, does not condemn those rulers who allow " each 
kind of religion" to have "its place in the State,"  

since, on account of existing circumstances, they 
cannot help themselves. That is, the pope does not 
condemn rulers for not persecuting Protestants, 
when they have not the power to do so 1 what 
marvelous gentleness ! 

And then, as if to emphasize the fact that the 
Catholic Church still cherishes, as a precious legacy, 
the principles (or, rather, the lack of principles), 
which caused Huss and Jerome and thousands of 
others to be burned at the stake, the pope says:— 

"Therefore at so critical a juncture of events, 
Catholic men, if, as it behooves them, they will 
listen to us, will easily see what are their own and 
each other's duties in matters of opinion as well as 
of action. And the formation of opinion, whatso-
ever things the Roman pontiffs have handed down, 
each and every one is it necessary to hold in firm 
judgment, well understood, and as often as occasion 
demands, openly to declare." 

But how shall these wise and humane recommen- 
dations be carried into effect? The pope provides 
for this as follows:— 

"But generally, as we have said, to wish to take 
no part in public affairs would be in that degree 
vicious, in which it brought to the common weal 
neither care nor work; and on this account the more 
so, because Catholic men are bound by the admoni-
tions of the doctrine which they profess, to do what 
has to be done with integrity and with faith. If, on 
the contrary, they are idle, those whose opinions do 
not in truth give any great hope of safety, would 
easily get possession of the reins of government. 
This also would be attended with dan,,er to the 
Christian name, because they would become most 
powerful who are badly disposed to the Church, and 
those least powerful who are well disposed. Where-
fore it is evident that there is just cause for Catho-
lics to undertake the conduct of public affiairs; for 
they do not assume these repsonsibilities to approve 
of what is not lawful in the methods of government 
at this time; but in order that they may turn these 
very methods, as far as may be, to the unmixed and 
true public goad, holding this purpose in their 
minds, to infuse into all the veins of the common-
wealth the wisdom and virtue of the Catholic relig-
ion." 

Is there any one who cannot see the meaning of 
this? Is it an innocent and harmless recommend•t-
tion? Read it again carefully. Catholic men ought 
to take active part in public affairs. Well, is 
there any reason why they should not? No; a 
Catholic has as good a right to vote as anybody else 
has; but we would have professed Protestants alive 
to the object for which they vote, so that it may be 
defeated. Why should Catholic men not be idle in 
public affairs? Because if they are, those who are 
not favorable to popish assumptions will get the 
reins of government. This must not be allowed. 
No one need think that a Catholic, by becoming act-
ive in the politics of a Government that is non-
Catholic, does so because lie approves of that form 
of Government, but because lie designs to turn 
"these very methods" to the support of the "public 
good." In other words, the pope is anxious to use 
even this Republican Government for the support 
of papal pretensions. 

In connection with the last quotation, read the 
following:— 

"The means to seek these ends can scarcely be 
laid down upon one uniform plan, since they must 
suit places and times different from each other. 
Nevertheless, in the first place, let concord of wills 
be preserved, and a likeness of things to be done be 
sought for. And each will be attained the best, if 
all shall consider the admonitions of the apostolic 
see a law of conduct, and shall obey the bishops." 

What does this mean? It means that whatever 
methods varying circumstances demand should be 
employed. Only one object is in view, and that is 
to secure the advancement of the Roman Catholic 
religion, to the exclusion of all other forms of wor- 
ship. It means that whether in Europe or in the 
United States, the Roman Catholic who engages in 
politics is to "consider the admonitions of the apos- 
tolic see a law of conduct," and to "obey the b,sh-
ops." It means that a. steady and untiring effort is 
being made to bring the United States, as well as 
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all other Governments, under the dictation of  a  for-
eign, ecclesiastical ruler, the representative of that 
"man of sin," "who opposeth and exalteth himself 
above all that is called God, or that is worshiped." 
We claim that these conclusions are legitimately 
drawn from the letter of Pope Leo XIII., and not 
only so, but that these things are plainly stated in 
that letter. Every candid person must testify that 
we have not wrested the pope's meaning in the slight-
est degree. His words speak for themselves. 

And now some one will ask: Do you really imag-
ine that the pope will ever gain such control as he 
desires? Not in this country; but the danger is 
none the less, notwithstanding. When Protestants 
can see nothing but what is perfectly allowable in 
such a letter as that of the pope's, and can even 
commend it, it shows that the principles of what is 
nowadays termed Protestantism are not very differ-
ent from those of Catholicism. The angel of Revela-
tion, who announced the judgment of the great har-
lot. Babylon, declared that "all nations have drunk 
of the wine of the wrath of her fornication." Rev. 
18 :3. Fornication, when applied to a church, 
means connection with the world, which, on the 
part of the church, is always unlawful; and the 
position which the majority of professed Protestants 
take concerning the pope's views on "the Christian 
Constitution of States," shows that people are fast 
becoming intoxicated with the pleasing idea that 
the church, instead of depending alone on the pure 
words of the gospel, ought to unite with the world, 
that it may secure support from it. So intoxicated 
are they that their vision is affected, so that they 
cannot see anything wrong in the demands of the 
papacy. Surely it cannot be long before the like-
ness to the beast will be completed. And when 
this unholy union has been consummated, then we 
may be sure that all the wrath of offended supreme 
power will be visited upon those who will maintain 
their allegiance to God alone. 

We are willing to be called alarmists, for we are 
commanded to "sound an alarm." Joel 2 :1. God 
grant that many may heed the alarm, and in keep-
ing "tbe commandments of God and the faith of 
Jesus," may find a safe refuge from the unmingled 
wrath of God, infinitely greater and more terrible 
than that of all the nations of earth, which issure 
to be visited upon all who worship either the beast 
or his image. 	 E. J. W. 

atiissianm. 
A Warning. 

"THE ground of a certain rich man brought 
forth plentifully; and he thought within him-
self, saying, What shall I do, because I have no 
room whore to bestow my fruits? And he said, 
This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and 
build greater; and there will I bestow all my 
fruits and my goods. And I will say to my 
soul, Soul, thou bast much goods laid up for 
many years; take thine ease, eat.

' 
 drink, and be 

merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this 
night thy soul shall bo required of thee; then 
whose shall those things be which thou hast 
provided? So is he that layeth up treasure for 
himself; and is not rich toward God." 

The foolish rich man loved and served him-
self. If he had loved God supremely, be would 
not have accumulated so great treasures that 
there would be lack of room to bestow them. 
Had he used his goods to supply the necessities 
of the poor, there would have been no need of 
tearing down his barns, and building greater. 
By employing his wealtk as a bounty lent him 
of God with which to do good, he would have 
become rich in good works, would have laid up 
treasure in Heaven. But he disregarded the 
principles of the divine law. He did not love 
God supremely, nor his neighbor as himself. 

While enjoying the gifts of Heaven, he failed 
to acknowledge whence all his possessions came. 
These earthly benefits he allowed to take his 
mind and absorb his affections so that the Giver 
was forgotten. He claimed as his own that 
which God had lent him. No grateful thanks 
ascended to his gracious Benefactor. The Mas-
ter who had intrusted to him earthly riches 
with which to bless his fellow-men and glorify 
his Maker, was justly angry at his ingratitude. 

This parable illustrates the sin and danger of 
a self-serving life. Poor are the devotees of 
mammon. They have embezzled the Lord's 
goods, placed their own name where God's name 
should be written, and robbed the soul of his 
love and favor. "So is he that layeth up treas-
ure for himself, and is not rich toward God." 
There are a greater number following the exam-
ple of the foolish rich man than we imagine. The 
worship due to God is given to money. That 
which can satisfy the earthly, sensual faculties 
is sought as the highest good. Many show 
that they will not trust God's promises, but are 
trusting to property for happiness. They may 
call themselves rich, but God calls them poor. 
Men who claim to acknowledge God, forget him 
and disown him. They turn from the heavenly 
treasure for worldly pleasures and enjoyments, 
until the patience of God is exhausted, and he 
says, "This night thy soul shall be required of 
thee." "Lo, this is the man that made not 
God his strength, but trusted in the abundance 
of his riches."  

These warnings are for us, and it is for our 
interest to heed them. They should be repeated 
as earnestly, and set home as pointedly, as is 
the gospel of salvation through Christ. But 
though so plainly given by our Lord himself, 
but few dwell upon these lessons, because they 
would disturb the complacency of the rich man 
who lives for selfish enjoyment. Ministers have 
but little to do with these sharp warnings. 
God's professed people are not told of their 
danger. They follow the example of the fool-
ish rich man, and flatter themselves they have 
all that the soul requires. 

Listen to the words of your Redeemer: "'If 
riches increase, set not your heart upon them.' 
Riches are mine. I have placed them in your 
hands to be wisely employed in my service, to 
aid the suffering, to invest in opening the gos-
pel to those who are in darkness. Riches must 
not be your trust, your god, or your saviour." 

The channels for doing good are many, and 
they stand wide open. Your barns are large, 
too large already. If they overflow, instead of 
building larger, send your treasure before you 
into Heaven. There are widows to feed, or-
phans to be. taken under the guardianship of 
your home, and share your ample stores; there 
are souls perishing for the bread of life; mis-
sions are to be supported, meeting-houses to be 
built. If God's cause demands a part, not only 
of your interest, but of your principal, you are 
to give back to him his own. He calls upon 
you to sow now, that you may reap your har-
vest with eternal joy. 

God's gifts increase as they are imparted. 
We see this illustrated in the case of the poor 
widow whom the prophet Elisha, by a miracle, 
relieved from debt. She had only one jar of 
oil; but the prophet told her to borrow vessels 
of her neighbors, and the oil poured from that 
one jar continued to flow till all the vessels were 
filled. The supply ceased only when no more 
vessels were brought to receive it. So it will 
be now. So long as we let the gifts of God flow 
into channels of good, the Lord will supply the 
flow. 

Christ says to his sons and daughters, "Ye 
are the light of the world." But who gave you 
light? You did not have it in you naturally. 
God is the source of light; the truth has shone 
into our hearts, to be reflected to others. True 
love to God will produce love to MAD. This is 
what we need,—love that is patient, self-sacri-
ficing, persevering, intelligent, practical. 

The Lord has given you means, that in put-
ting it to a right use you may develop good and 
noble traits of character. When you follow the 
purpose of your own selfish hearts, you are not 
only keeping your means from the cause of God, 
but, depriving yourselves of the opportunity to 
cultivate noble, unselfish principles; and thus 
your own character suffers loss. 

The day of trial is before us; shall we stand 
acquitted or condemned? You who believe 
that the Lord is soon to come, will show your 
faith by your works. The Judgment is to sit, 
the books are to be opened, and every man will 
receive as his works have been. We are now 
trees in the Lord's garden, and he says, "By 
their fruits ye shall know them." If our faith 
has not led us to deny self, to make any and 
every sacrifice to save the souls of our fellow-
men, it will not save us. 

Every excuse which men offer for neglecting 
to obey God's requirements in regard to the use 
of their property, is an evidence of rebellion 
against him. The plea of the unprofitable serv-
ant is man's plea to-day, that the Lord has no 
right to require his servants to employ their 
time and ability in making money for him. 
But God requires of none of us that which it is 
not for our best interest to do. Many would be 
loth to put into words the reason they se-
cretly cherish to vindicate themselves and si-
lence their o%.11 conscience; but they are no less 
bringing upon themselves'the denunciation pro-
nounced upon the unprofitable servant. "Take 
the talent from him," will be heard by many 
unwilling ears. 

What wrong have I done? may be asked. 
The answer comes, You tied up your Lord's 
money in large barns, in which to bestow your 
goods. You bound up his means in a fine house, 
in expensive carpets, furniture, and goodly 
things, while souls were left to perish in their 
sins. You buried 3-our talents because you did 
not love God and his cause halt' so well as you 
loved yourself'. God and man lost all the prof-
its your means would have brought if rightly 
employed. To-day the Lord is disappointed in 
you. He looked for a precious offering of grat-
itude, but no returns are made for his wondrous 
love and his great sacrifice for you. Do you in-
quire, Of what have Ito repent?—Of a godless, 
self-loving, self-pleasing life. You have not re-
flected the light of a godly example. You said 
plainly, I claim my portion as my own. 

I hope to see our brethren and sisters im-
proving the little remaining moment of proba-
tionary time. Brethren, be not deceived; God 
is not mocked. The excuses you have prepared 
for the Judgment will not stand the test. Let 
us see active, energetic workers, who are look- 
ing for their Lord's return, and who are ready 
to present the talents they have traded upon, 
saying, Here, Lord, thy five talents have gained 
other five talents; thy two talents have gained 
other two. Where are the God-fearing work-
ers? Let them come to the front. The Lord 
is coming. You have no time to lose. You are 
not to do as did the inhabitants of the antedilu-
vian world,—plant and build, eat and drink, 
marry and give in marriage, the same as the 
careless worldling. Let the books of Heaven 
present a different record from that which now 
appears. Make haste to redeem the time; pro-
vide yourselves bags which wax not old, a 
treasure in the heavens that faileth not. 

E. G. WHITE. 

MORAL courage is more worth having than 
physical, not only because it is a higher virtue, 
but because the demand for it is more constant. 
Physical courage is a virtue which is almost 
always put away in the lumber-room. Moral 
courage is wanted day by day.—Sel. 

STUDY to be patient in bearing with the de-
fects and infirmities of others, of what sort so-
ever they be; for that thou thyself' also bast 
many which must be suffered by others.—SeL 
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The Mission at Melbourne. 

IT has now been about six months since we 
landed on the shores of Australia, and the read-
ers of the SIGNS have been informed from time 
to time about the country, and the progress of 
the work

' 
 through articles from the pen of' 

Elder Haskell. He has been absent from here 
about two months. We have had a tent made, 
forty by sixty-four feet, and set up in North 
Fitzroy, one of the suburbs of Melbourne, and 
forty-three meetings have been held in it. Dur-
ing the first twenty-three of these, the average 
attendance was about one hundred. Since that 
time the weather has been unfavorable, and 
the attendance not so large. The interest from 
the first has been good, and the same persons, 
to quite a large extent, have followed up the 
meetings. A gentleman who kindly furnished 
us an organ, and has played and led the singing 
part of the time, said, " Your congregation is 
composed of the earnest, thinking people of the 
neighborhood." The people of that locality 
have been stirred, as the evidences of the near 
coming of the Lord, and kindred events, have 
been presented to them from the Scriptures, 
and what they must do in order to be prepared 
for that time. The truth has caused anxious 
thiight, and some sleepless nights, for those 
who are conscientious and want to obey God. 

Twenty-three have already signed the cove-
nant. This includes those who were interested 
before the meeting and wore keeping the Sab-
bath. There are thirty adult Sabbath-keepers 
here besides those of us who came from Amer-
ica. Quito a number more are studying how 
they can arrange their business so that they 
can keep the Sabbath. 

The sound has gone out about this "new re-
ligion," as it is called, and the locality of the 
tent is not the only place where the people are 
being moved by it. 1 will state one or two in-
stances. About two months after we came 
here, a man from South Melbourne called in 
and got two copies of the SIGNS, and a tract, 
"The Second Advent," and became much inter-
ested; he attended several Sabbath meetings, and 
opened the way for us to hold Bible-readings 
with his friends. As the result thus far, six, all 
heads of families, are obeying the truth, and do-
ing good missionary work in that place; so that 
quite a number of others are deeply interested 
and attend our meetings when they can. An-
other man from Footscray, hearing through 
them of us, came one evening to a Bible-read-
ing. He went home and lay awake the rest of 
the night thinking about what he bad read. 
Be came again, bringing two of his brethren. 
They bought a set of Bible-readings and ob-
tained other reading matter, which they took 
home and studied. The result is that six adults 
in that place have accepted the truth even to 
paying tithes. One of them has purchased a 
full set of the "Testimonies," and another has 
engaged them. They are also sending the silent 
-messengers, and our "able minister" (the SIGNS) 

;: out in all directions to their friends, and so the 
truth is moving on. 

About thirty-five thousand periodicals, mostly 
„SIGNS, have been distributed. Twenty-seven 
public libraries have been supplied with bound 
books, SIGNS, .Good Health, and Pacific Health 
Journal. Quite a number of ships and steam-
ers have been supplied with reading; but lately 
we have not been able to attend to the shipping 
much, we are so short of help. We have quite 
a list of subscribers to our periodicals. The 
Pacific Health Journal is quite a favorite here, 
as well as the Good Health, among the temper-
ance people, and we shall be glad to welcome it 
every month, instead of every two months, as at 
present. The book sales at the tent amount to 
$35; donations, about $65. 

It has been decided to commence the publi-
cation of a sixteen-page monthly paper, to be 
called Bible Echo and Signs of the Times. The 
first volume will commence with the new year.  

This is very much needed, as the people will 
patronize a paper published here, that will be 
identified with the country, and discuss issues 
in its different departments that will properly 
come up, and should be noticed in such a paper. 
There are many reasons that make it neces-
sary to have a paper published here as soon as 
possible. Our health and temperance period-
icals and publications are highly appreciated by 
the health and temperance societies here that 
have received them. Letters have been received 
from them by us to this effect. The temper-
ance organization have a large hall and temper-
ance book depot in Melbourne, and are agents 
to take subscriptions or to sell any of our period-
icals or publications. 

The prospects here are encouraging; and we 
think that those who embrace the truth will do 
all they can to support and extend the work, 
but we need laborers and means to assist in get-
ting it well started. 

We aro all well and of good courage, and we 
ask the continuance of the prayers of the peo-
ple of God, that our work may be wrought in 
him, and that it may move forward rapidly. 
We thank our good brethren of California for 
their generous donation of dried fruit, and shall 
continue to feel thankful for months to come, 
as we partake of it. 	 M. C. ISRAEL. 

Melbourne, Australia, Dec. 2, 1885. 

inintntarg. 
NOTES ON THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON. 

The Captivity of Judah. 

(January 24. 2 Kings 25 :1--12.) 

THE lesson drawn by Jeremiah from the obe-
dience of the faithful Rechabites, was unheeded 
by the king and people of Judah and Jerusalem. 
Jehoiakim died, after a reign of eleven years, 
and Jehoiachin his son reigned in his stead; but 
his reign continued only three months, and 
Nebuchadnezzar came again to Jerusalem and 
besieged it. "And Jehoiachim the king of Judah 
went out to the king of Babylon, he, and his 
mother, and his servants, and his princes, and 
his officers." The king of Babylon, at that 
time, took the treasures of the house of the Lord, 
and all the golden vessels of the temple; and all, 
with king Jehoiachin, and all his family, and 
all the mighty of the land, and the craftsmen 
and smiths, carried he captive to Babylon, leav-
ing only the "poorest sort of people " in the land. 
Jehoiachin was kept in prison at Babylon till the 
death of Nebuchadnezzar, a period of thirty-
seven years. Then Evil-merodach became king 
of Babylon, and took Jehoiachin out of prison, 
and " spake kindly to him, and set his throne 
above the throne of the kings that were with 
him in Babylon;" thus he remained all the days 
of his life. See 2 Kings 24: 8-16; 25 : 27-30. 

WHEN Nebuchadnezzar took Jehoiachin pris-
oner, he chose Mattaniah, another son of Jo-
siah, and made him king, and changed his name 
to Zedekiah. The reason that the name was 
changed was this: When Nebuchadnezzar chose 
Mattaniah to be king, Mattaniah entered into a 
solemn covenant; gave his hand, and took an 
oath before God that he would be a faithful sub-
ject, in all things, to the king of Babylon. 
Then it was, and upon this covenant and this 
oath, that Nebuchadnezzar changed the name, 
and gave him that of Zedekiab, that is, " The 
judgment of Jehovah;" thus placing upon him a 
constant reminder of his obligation before God, 
and that, it' he violated his 'oath, he would 
incur the judgment of God. If Zedekiah had 
kept this covenant, the kingdom would even 
then have stood; for the Lord had said to Zed-
ekiab, " Bring your necks tinder the yoke of the 
king of Babylon, and serve him and his people,  

and live." But the sin of Judah was " written 
with a pen of iron and with a point of a dia-
mond;" it was graven upon the tablets of their 
hearts and upon the horns of their altars; and 
Zedekiah only "helped forward the affliction." 

HE broke his covenant; he violated his oath; 
be rebelled against his king; and he sent "am-
bassadors into Egypt that they might give 
him horses and much people." Then came 
upon him the judgment that was implied in his 
oath, and in his acceptance of the name Zede-
kiah —the judgment of Jehovah. For said the 
Lord: "Shall he prosper? shall be escape 
that doeth such things? or shall he break the 
covenant and be delivered ? As I live, saith 
the Lord God, surely in the place where the 
king dwelleth that made him king, whose oath 
he despised, and whose covenant he brake, even 
with him in the midst of' Babylon he shall die. 
. . . Seeing he despised the oath by break-
ing the covenant, when, lo, he had given his 
hand, and bath done all these things, he shall 
not escape. Therefore thus saith the Lord 
God: As I live, surely mine oath that ho bath 
despised, and my covenant that he bath broken, 
even it will I recompense upon his own head." 
Eze. 17 :  11-20. 

FROM that day forward there was but one mes-
sage for Zedekiah, and that was, This city shall 
be given into the hand of the king of Babylon. 
Jeremiah was in the city all the time with his 
message from the Lord. Always, he was telling 
the people that the city would be given up; 
and when Nebuchadnezzar came and laid siege 
to the city, the prophet declared that he that 
remained in the city should die by the sword, 
by famine, and by pestilence; " but he that go-
eth out, and f'alleth to the Chaldeans that be-
siege you, he shall live, and his life shall be unto 
him for a prey." Jer. 21 : 8-10. Yet the peo-
ple refused to believe• the prophet of' God, and 
steadily resisted the siege. Then at Zede-
kiah's request Pharaoh sent an army out of 
Egypt to draw away the king of Babylon. 
This gave Zedekiah renewed confidence, and 
he sent to ask Jeremiah for a  word from the 
Lord, and he got it. The Lord said: "Deceive 
not yourselves, saying, The Chaldeans shall 
surely depart from us; for they shall not depart. 
For though ye had smitten the whole army of 
the Chaldeans that fight against you, and there 
remained but wounded men among them, yet 
should they rise up every man in his tent, and 
burn this city with fire." Jer. 37 : 9,10. 

THE Chaldean army suspended the siege to 
go and meet the Egyptian army, and then Jer-
emiah started out of the city to go into the land 
of Benjamin; and when he was passing the gate 
of Benjamin, the captain of the ward arrested 
him, and accused him of going over to the Chal-
deans; for which "the princes were wroth with 
Jeremiah, and smote him, and put him in prison" 
in a dungeon in the house of Jonathan the 
scribe. While he was there Zedekiab again 
sent and bad him brought secretly to the king's 
house, and asked if there was any word from 
the Lord. "And Jeremiah said, There is; for, 
said he, thou shalt be delivered into the band 
of the king of Babylon." Then Jeremiah asked 
the king not to allow him to be committed 
again to the dungeon, which was granted, 
and orders were given that he should remain 
in the court of the prison, and have a piece of 
bread daily as long as there was any in - the 
city. Jer. 37 : 11-21. 

NEXT, the princes came to Zedekiah and said: 
" We beseech thee, let this man be put to death; 
for thus he weakeneth the hands of the men of 
war that remain in this city, and the hands of 
all the people, in speaking such words unto 
them; for this man seeketh not the welfare of 
this people, but the hurt. Then Zedekiah the 
king said: Behold, he is in your hand; for the 



THEN the fifth month, the seventh day of the 
month, " came Nebuzar-adan, captain of the 
guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, unto 
Jerusalem; and he burnt the house of the Lord, 
and the king's house, and all the houses of Je-
rusalem, and every great man's house burnt he 
with fire." And he broke down the walls of Je-
rusalem; and all the remnant of the people did 
Nebuzar-adan carry away to Babylon; and all 
the vessels of gold, of silver, and of brass; and 
the two great pillars of brass which Solomon 
had made; and the brazen sea and the bases; 
"the brass of all those vessels was without 
weight." (See 2 Kings 25 : 8-17.) And so 
was completed the captivity of Judah. A few 
of the very poor of the land were left to be 
vine-dressers and husbandmcn, and over these 
the king of Babylon appointed Gedaliah the 
son of' Ahikam, governor, but he was murdered 
soon afterward, and then all the remainder 
arose and fled to Egypt for fear of the king of 
the Chaldees; and thus the land was loft deso-
late, " to fulfill the word of the Lord by the 
mouth of Jeremiah, until the land bad enjoyed 
her Sabbaths; for as long as she lay desolate 
she kept Sabbath, to fulfill three-score and ten 
years." 2 Kings 25 : 22-26; 2 Chron. 36 : 21. 

A. T. J. 

THE SANCTUARY, ITS SERVICE, ETC. 

Services of the Earthly Sanctuary. 

(Lesson for Sabbath, Jan. 23.) 

1. GIVE a brief description of the sanctuary 
built by Moses. 

2. Name the furniture of the holy place, and 
and give its arrangement. 

3. Describe the furniture of the most holy 
place. 

4. Where was the altar of burnt offering lo-
cated ? 

"And thou shalt set the altar of the burnt of-
fering before the door of the tabernacle of the 
tent of the congregation." Ex. 40 : 6. 

5. What was its use? 
"And be put the altar of burnt offering 

by the door of the tabernacle of the tent of the 
congregation, and offered upon it the burnt of-
fering and the meat offering, as the Lord com-
manded Moses." Ex. 40 : 29. 

6. What stood between this altar and the 
sanctuary? 

"Thou shalt also make a laver of brass, and 
his foot also of brass, to wash withal; and thou 
shalt put it between the tabernacle of the con-
gregation and the altar, and thou shalt put 
water therein." Ex. 30 : 18. 

JANUARY 14. 1886. 	 THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 	 (11) 27  

king is not he that can do anything against 
you. Then took they Jeremiah, and cast him 
into the dungeon of Malchitth the son of Ham-
melech, that was in the court of the prison; 
and they let down Jeremiah with cords. And 
in the dungeon there was no water, but mire; 
so Jeremiah sunk in the mire." Jer. 38. 

THE Babylonian army soon returned and re-
newed the siege of Jerusalem, and in the elev-
enth year of " Zodekiah, and on the ninth day of 
the fourth month, the famine prevailed in the 
city, and there was no bread for the people of 
the land. And the city was broken up, and all 
the men of war fled by night by the way of the 
gate between two walls, which is by the king's 
garden (now the Chaldeos were against the city 
round about); and the king went the way to-
ward the plain. And the army of the Chaldoes 
pursued after the king, and overtook him in the 
plains of Jericho; and all his army were scat-
tered from him. So they took the king, and 
brought him up to the king of Babylon to Rib-
lab; and they gave judgment upon him. And 
they slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, 
and put out the oyes of Zedekiah, and bound 
him with fetters of brass, and carried him to 
Babylon." 

7. By what general name were the people of 
God designated at this time?-The children of 
Israel. 

8. What was the origin of this title? 
"And he said, Thy name shall be called no 

more Jacob, but Israel; for as a prince bast 
thou power with God and with men, and bast 
prevailed." Gen. 32 : 28. 

9. Into bow many tribes was Israel divided? 
"All these are the twelve tribes of Israel; 

and this is it that their father spoke unto them, 
and blessed them; every one according to his 
blessing he blessed them." Gen. 49 : 28. See 
also Ex. 1 : 1-5. 

10. Who were to minister in the sanctuary? 
Heb. 8 : 4, 5; 9 : 6. 

11. What tribe was selected to do the service 
of the tabernacle? Num. 3 : 5-7. 

12. What particular family of this tribe was 
chosen to fill the sacred office of the priest-
hood? Num. 3 : 10. 

13. Describe the regular daily offering and 
service of the sanctuary. 

"Now this is that which thou shalt offer upon 
the altar; two lambs of the first year, day by 
day continually. The one lamb thou shalt of-
fer in the morning; and the other lamb thou 
shalt offer at even: and with the one lamb a 
tenth deal of flour mingled with the fourth part 
of' a bin of beaten oil, and the fourth part of a 
bin of wine for a drink offering. And the other 
lamb thou shalt offer at even, and shalt do 
thereto according to the meat offering of the 
morning, and according to the drink offering 
thereof; for a sweet savor, an offering made by 
fire unto the Lord." "And Aaron shall burn 
thereon sweet incense every morning; when he 
dresseth the lamps, he shall burn incense upon 
it. And when Aaron lighteth the lamps at 
even, he shall burn incense upon it, a perpetual 
incense before the Lord, throughout your gen-
erations." Ex. 29 : 38-41; 30 : 7, 8. 

14. How did the offerings on the Sabbath 
differ from those of other days? 

"And on the Sabbath day two lambs of the 
first year without spot, and two tenth deals of 
flour for a meat offering, mingled with oil, and 
the drink offering thereof"; this is the burnt of-
fering of every Sabbath, beside the continual 
burnt offering, and his drink offering." Num. 
28 : 9, 10. 

15. When an individual sinned, what was he 
required to do? 

"And if' any one of the common people sin 
through ignorance, while be doeth somewhat 
against any of the commandments of the Lord 
concerning things which ought not to be done, 
and be guilty; or if' his sin, which he bath 
sinned, come to his knowledge; then he shall 
bring his offering, a kid of the goats, a female 
without blemish, for his sin which he bath 
sinned." Lev. 4 : 27, 28. 

16. What disposition was made of the blood? 
"And the priest shall take of' the blood thereof' 

with his finger, and put it upon the horns of' the 
altar of burnt ffering, and shall pour out all the 
blood thereof at the bottom of the altar." Lev. 
4 : 30. 

17. Where did this altar stand? 
18. When a priest sinned, what was required 

of him? 
"If a priest that is anointed do sin accord-

ing to the sin of the people, then let him bring 
for his sin, which he hath sinned, a young bull-
ock without blemish unto the Lord for a sin of-
fering. And he shall bring the bullock unto 
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation 
before the Lord; and shall lay his band upon 
the bullock's head, and kill the bullock before 
the Lord." Lev. 4 : 3, 4. 

19. What was done with the blood of his of-
fering? 

"And the priest that is anointed shall take 
of the bullock's blood, and bring it to the taber-
nacle of the congregation; and the priest shall 
dip his finger in the blood, and sprinkle of the 
blood seven times before the Lord, before the  

vail of the sanctuary. And the priest shall put 
some of the blood upon the horns of the altar 
of sweet incense before the Lord, which is in 
the tabernacle of the congregation; and shall 
pour all the blood of the bullock at the bottom 
of the altar of burnt offering, which is at the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation." 
Lev. 4 : 5-7. 

20. State the chief difference between these 
two offerings. 

21. When the priest or the whole congrega-
tion sinned, bow were their sins transferred to 
the sanctuary ? 

"And the priest shall dip his finger in the 
blood, and sprinkle of the blood seven times before 
the Lord, befbre the vail of the sanctuary." 
"And the priest shall dip his finger in some of 
the blood, and sprinkle it seven times before 
the Lord, even before the vail." Lov. 4 :  6, 17. 

22. When one of the common people sinned, 
was the blood of his offering taken into the 
sanctuary ? 

"And the priest shall take of the blood 
thereof with his finger, and put it upon the 
horns of the altar of burnt offering, and shall 
pour out all the blood thereof at the bottom of 
the altar." Lev. 4 : 30. 

23. Then how were his sins transferred to 
the sanctuary? 

" Wherefore have ye not eaten the sin offer-
ing in the holy place, seeing it is most holy, 
and God bath given it you to bear the iniquity 
of the congregation, to make atonement for 
them before the Lord? Behold, the blood of it 
was not brought in within the holy place; ye 
should indeed have eaten it in the holy place, 
as I commanded." Lev. 10 : 17, 18. 

24. Were the priests to partake of all the sin 
offerings? 

"And no sin offering, whereof any of the 
blood is brougbt'into the tabernacle of the con-
gregation to reconcile withal in the holy place, 
shall be eaten; it shall be burnt in the fire." 
Lev. 6 : 30. 

25. Whore were all these services performed? 
" This shall be a continual burnt offering 

throughout your generations at the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation before the Lord, 
where I will meet you, to speak there unto 
thee." Ex. 29 : 42. 

"Now when these things were thus ordained, 
the priests went always into the first taberna-
cle, accomplishing the service of God." Hob. 
9 6. See also Lev. 4 : 17, 18. 

26. What change was made in the continual 
round of service which we have described ? 

"But into the second went the high priest 
alone once every year, not without blood, which 
he offered for himself, and for the errors of the 
people." Heb. 9 : 7. 

THERE is only one way to attain the power of 
clear writing or of clear speaking, and that 
way is through clear thinking. When a Sun-
day-school teacher comes before his class and 
talks for twenty minutes, without making a 
single clear statement of' truth in that time, the 
trouble is not so much with his inability to say 
what he wants to say, as with the mental sloth 
which has prevented him from forming a clear 
conception of the truth to be taught. There is 
really, after all, no better rule for clear speaking 
than the epigrammatic one: Know exactly what 
you want to say, and then-say it.-S. S. 
Times. 

WHATEVER else the teacher of a primary 
class believes or disbelieves, he ought surely to 
believe, through and through, in childhood re-
ligion, and not for a moment entertain the idea 
that a child must get along into his teens before 
becoming a Christian. Multitudes of clildren 
have been lost to the church because of false 
ideas in this matter. The statement is made, 
and we believe it to be true, that those who are 
converted in childhood are quite as generally 
likely to hold out in their Christian life as those 
who become Christians in later years.-Sel. 
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ght binte 
THE LOOM OF LIFE. 

ALL day, all night, I can hear the jar 
Of the loom of life, and near and far 

It thrills with its deep and muffled sound, 
As the tireless wheels go round and round. 

Busily, ceaselessly, goes the loom 
In the light of day and the midnight's gloom; 

The wheels are turning early and late, 
And the woof is wound in the warp of fate. 

Click, click! there's a thread of love woven in; 
Click, click! and another of wrong and sin; 

What a checkered thing will this life be 
When we see it unrolled in eternity. 

Time, with a face like mystery, 
And hands as busy as hands can be, 

Sits at the loom with warp outspread, 
To catch in its meshes each glancing thread. 

When shall this wonderful web be done? 
In a thousand years, perhaps, or one, 

Or to-morrow. Who knoweth ? Not you nor I; 
But the wheels turn on, and the shuttles fly. 

Ah, sad-eyed weaver, the years are slow; 
But each one is nearer the end, I know, 

And some day the last thread shall be woven in,— 
God grant it be love instead of sin. 

Are we spinners of woof for this life-web, say? 
Do we furnish the weaver a thread each day? 

It were better, then, 0 my friend, to spin 
A beautiful thread than a thread of sin. 

—Sel. 

• 

Iu the Wheel House. 

"You might as well come inside here, 
Johnny," said the pilot of one of our large 
steamboats to  a  boy who stood shivering on 
the hurricane deck. The lad turned a pale, 
anxious face, and with a pitiful attempt at a 
smile, said, 

"Thank you, sir, but I thought there was no 
admittance here." 

" Oh, once in a while we let a friend in," said 
the pilot, kindly, and with a sweeping glance 
that took his companion in from top to toe, and 
seemed to penetrate to his inmost soul. 

"Where're you bound?" he continued, with 
a hearty brusqueness from which no offense 
could be taken. 

"I don't know exactly," the lad answered. 
" I'm going to Boston first, that is—" 

" Yes, that's about what I thought," the pilot 
interrupted, "if you can manage to get there. 
Let me tell you something, my boy. A man in 
my position has every opportunity in the world 
to study character; and as quick as my eyes lit 
upon your face, I knew that you were running 
away f'rom home." 

The only response to,  this was a hasty turn-
ing away of the head, and a quick, gasping sigh 
which sounded forlorn from one so young. 

"And I wouldn't be afraid to wager this 
steamboat that you have got a mother living, 
and more than that, as kind and loving a mother 
as ever drew breath. You wonder how I know 
all this," the man continued, his eyes fixed on 
the waste of water before him, and his steady 
hands guiding the great craft with perfect ease 
and precision; " but you carry your mother 
about in your face, my lad, and your eyes are a 
bad give-away," he added with a smile. "Now 
I am going to tell you a story. You are about 
sixteen, I take it? Yes, I thought so. Well I 
was a year older when I concluded I knew more 
than my mother and all the rest of my relations, 
and skipped, just as you have. You feel that 
you have been the victim of injustice, and all 
the right in the universe is on your side. That 
was my case, but I was a fool, and so are you. 
There is no necessity of entering into particu-
lars; but I was jealous of my older brothers, 
and made myself' believe that they were in col-
lusion to keep me out of money that honestly 
belonged to me. I. wanted some of the prop-
erty that was eventually coming to me, to  

travel with. I was wild to see the world, and 
the ridicule of my brothers, and my mother's 
apparent sympathy with them, made me des-
perate. Well, one rumpus followed another, my 
mother all the time trying to show me how un-
just and ridiculous my demands were, until one 
day I threw all affection and decency to the 
winds, and ran away. 

"Now the point that I particularly want to 
make in this yarn, my lad, and which I would 
give a great many dollars to impress upon oth-
ers, is, that any fellow with a grain of honest 
love in his heart for his mother, is pretty sure 
to have something to regret as long as he lives 
if' he hurts that mother by doing what you and 
I have done. In a moment of anger we say to 
ourselves that no one cares for us, and we care 
for nobody; and then some trouble comes along, 
and we find too late that we have only deceived 
ourselves. Now I tramped up and down the 
earth for six months without sending a line 
home, or hearing a word from home; but at last 
there came a day when sickness from exposure 
and labor beyond my years and my strength 
drove me back. Not to stay or to make myself 
known to any one, but to take—or, 1 would 
rather say, steal—some money, or some valua-
bles which I could convert into money, to 
bridge over the present emergency. You had 
no idea that you were talking with a man that 
had been tempted like that, eh ? Well, I said 
to myself that I was simply taking a small 
share of what was mine by right. There was 
$10,000 held in trust for me, and it was a great 
pity if I could not have enough of it to pur-
chase food and medicine. I will do myself the 
credit to say that there did not appear to be 
any flaws in that argument then, and that in 
every other respect 1 was an honest lad. 

" It required no skill to let myself into my 
mother's house. To slip the catch from one of 
the back-parlor windows was the work of a 
moment. My mother always kept her money 
in a desk in the sitting-room adjoining her bed-
room. I had written a note to leave there, tell-
ing her my reasons for appropriating the money. 
It makes my blood run cold as my thought goes 
back to the horrors of that night. As I softly 
raised the window and crept into the room, I 
was struck, it seemed to me, with the chill of 
death. I had no fear of being caught—I knew 
the ways of the house too well for that—and I 
was never in my life very much afraid of any-
thing or anybody. It was a chill that seemed 
to strike clear through me, causing my teeth to 
chatter and my heart to feel like a lump of ice 
in my bosom. These were novel 'sensations, 
and I tried to analyze them; but it was of no 
use. 1 found that I literally did not dare to 
move hand or foot in this awful blackness. I 
knew where the matches were formerly kept, 
and could have reached them by a couple of 
steps, but how to take those steps was the 
question. At last, by a supreme effort of the 
will, I groped my way to the mantelpiece. 
There were two matches in the box. I struck 
one, and my hand shook so that I was afraid it 
would go out before 1 could look about me. 
But it last6d long enough, my lad, to show me 
a sight which nearly killed me on the spot. 
Just in front of me, by the fblding doors, was a 
coffin, and 1 knew then that it was the presence 
of death in the room that had sent such a chill 
through every fiber of my being. At this 
crisis, my boy, I realized the criminality of my 
conduct to the fullest extent. In some form or 
other it always comes home to everybody but 
the most hardened and depraved; and it's my 
opinion that somewhere, sometime, even these 
are brought to an understanding of the torture 
they have inflicted upon others. 

"I must look and see what face it was shut 
away from sight in this narrow bed; but how 
could 1? They tell us that in great crises peo-
ple sometimes have a quick and awful glimpse 
of all they have done in their lives. I seemed 
to remember everything my mother had ever  

said to me, all her kisses, her tears, the prayers 
I had said at her knee, all my own heartless-
ness, every mean and cruel word I had ever 
spoken, every single act of disobedience. I had 
come to-night to rob her, and had found her in 
her coffin. But perhaps it might not be. It 
was not impossible that some one else in the 
house could have died, I told myself. But no I 
Some agonizing intuition seemed to tell me 
that it was my mother, and 1 had killed her. 
God forbid that I should not be able to do some 
good with this terrible experience ! I have 
faced some dangers since, been in some tight 
places; but there is nothing seen or unseen that 
would ever be to me what it was to strike that 
one remaining match and open that coffin lid. 
With a desperation which no pen or tongue can 
describe, 1 forced myself toward the folding 
doors, and then, after a pause in which the 
beating of the heart sounded in my ears like 
the roar of artillery, I ignited the match and 
raised the lid; but the little blaze only flashed 
out for a second, leaving me in total darkness 
again. Then the lid fell from my hand with a 
sharp click, and a moment afterwards my eldest 
brother and a friend rushed in and discovered 
me. 

"' Mother?' I gasped, pointing in my unut-
terable agony to the coffin. 

"'Alive and well,' was the joyful answer; and 
that was the last I knew for several days. 

"The poor lifeless body that had shown me 
where I stood in reference to my mother, as 
well as in the category of crime, was that of a 
distant relative who had fallen ill and died at 
our house. 

"I made a clean breast to my mother, and 
she forgave me, and loved me and petted me as 
only mothers know how to do. And now, my 
boy, I want to ask you to go home with me to-
morrow and see my mother, the loveliest old 
lady on the continent; and let me telegraph to 
your mother in the morning, and.  then you can 
go back with me on the next trip. What do 
you say ?" 

"I'll do it, sir, and may God bless you for 
your kindness !" the .boy answered, wiping 
away the tears that had rolled down his face 
like rain during the telling of this true and 
tragic story.—Eleanor Kirk, in Boston Budget. 

Home, Sweet Home. 

WHERE? Where the dear old mother runs from 
her arm-chair with a smile to greet you. Where 
the true-hearted father clasps you in a warm, 
hearty grasp. Where the bright faces that clus-
ter around you are full of happy remembrances, 
and every heart throbs in unison with your life 
and labor. Where, when the bustle and hurry 
and strife of living are over, the weary hands 
and aching heart can lie down awhile, lie down 
and wait a little and look into the far-off celes-
tial city, just beyond the billows that touch our 
feet. God pity the poor wanderer who can 
never know the joy of this earthly resting-
place. This little glimpse of Heaven, to the 
heart so long a stranger to the tender accents 
which fall from loving lips, or the gentle touch 
of father's, mother's, or sister's hand with the 
warmest solicitude, smooths our way into the 
valley of the shadow of death. Poor stranger, 
who, in far-off lands, amid sickness, poverty, 
and want can only dream of the home ho may 
never reach!—Pretzel' Weekly. 

THE Turkish tax-gatherer at Bansko, Euro-
pean Turkey, says that he can tell a Protestant 
house from any other, because it is cleaner and 
better kept, and that when his hour fbr prayer 
comes he seeks a Protestant house to pray in 
because of its superior neatness. He also says 
that when he enters such a house be does not 
search for hidden goods, since " the Protest-
ants do not lie." 

" TREASURES of wickedness profit nothing." 
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Protect the Home. 

WHEN two young people love each other and 
marry, they restore the picture of the apostolic 

. church. They are of one heart and soul. Nei-
ther do they say -that anything they possess is 
their own, but they have all things in common. 
Their mutual trust in each other draws out all 
that is best in both. Love is the angel who rolls 
the stone from the grave in which we bury our 
better nature, and it comes forth. Love makes 
all things new; makes all cares light, all pain 
easy. It is the one enchantment in human life 
which realizes Fortunio's purse and Aladdin's 
palace, and turns the "Arabian Nights" into 
mere prose by comparison. Before real society 
can come, true homes must come. 

As in a sheltered nook in the midst of a great 
sea of ice which rolls down from the summit of 
Mont Blanc is found a little green spot full of 
tender flowers, so in the shelter of home, in the 
warm atmosphere of household love, spring up 
the pure affections of parent and child, brothers 
and sisters; of father, mother, son, and daughter. 
Whatever makes this insecure and divorce fre-
quent, makes of marriage, not a union for life, 
but an experiment which may be tried as often 
as we may choose, and abandoned when we like. 
And this cuts up by the roots all the dear affec-
tions of home, leaves children orphaned, de-
stroys fatherly and motherly love, and is a 
virtual dissolution of society. I know the great 
difficulties of this question, and how much is 
required to solve them. But whatever weakens 
the permanence of marriage tends to dissolve 
society; for permanent homes are to the social 
state what the little cells are to the body.—Sel. 

Nenith and etinvtrana, 
A Lively Tilt in the Senate. 

THE following reported debate in the United 
States Senate ought to make every true Amer- 
ican a positive and determined prohibitionist. 
It occurred Dec. 15. "The matter under con-
sideration was the new joint rules, and the 
question was rule 13, providing that no intoxi- 
cating liquors be sold in the Capitol. Mr. Frye 
explained that the committee thought it dealt 
with a subject that ought to be left to each house 
separately, and the committee had therefore 
recommended that the rule be struck out. Mr. 
Ingalls thought that if' it was intended to legis-
late on prohibition, the Senate, the House, and 
the President should all be called upon to do 
their share. He thought the matter of exclud-
ing liquor from the Capitol, one of legislation 
rather than of action by the Senate in its indi-
vidual capacity. On the committee's proposition 
to strike out the rule, the yeas and nays were 
demanded, and resulted: yeas, 20; nays, 36. 
The yeas were, Messrs. Beck, Brown, Call, 
Cockrell, Coke, Eustis, Gray, Hampton, Harris, 
Ingalls, Jackson, Kenna, Manderson, Maxey, 
Morgan, Ransom, Riddleberger, Vest, Walthal 
and Voorhees. Mr. Riddleberger rose and in-
sisted that if there was to be prohibition in the 
Capitol, it should begin with the committee 
rooms, and a senator should be made liable to 
fine and imprisonment for keeping whisky in 
his committee-room. 

" Mr. Vest said he had no committee, but was 
opposed to the rule as setting up a system of 
espionage. Every one knew that if' a senator 
wanted liquor in his committee-room he would 
have it, and would visit the severest punishment 
in his power on any clerk who would "inform" 
on him. The whole thing was simply an at-
tempt to meet a fanatical spirit in the country 
on this question, to which Mr. Vest would not 
give countenance. 

"Mr. Cockrell offered an amendment to the 
effect that any senator or member of Congress 
violating the rule should be liable to expulsion. 
It looked very small, he said, for senators to be 
passing rules for the purpose of inflicting pun-
ishment on committee clerks fbr conniving' 
at the use of whisky in the Capitol, when it 
was notorious that distinguished senators, who 
voted to keep this rule in, kept intoxicating 
liquors in their committee-rooms. He (Mr. 
Cockrell) had never had any liquor in the Cap-
itol, but it was useless to deny that it had been 
kept there by senators. 

"Mr. Ingalls sent to the desk a copy of the 
bill of fare of the Senate Cafe, at which he sup-
posed the senators took lunch. The clerk, at 
Mr. Ingalls's request, read aloud the wine list 
with the prices of the different brands, much 
to the amusement of the senators. Under the 
head of Madeira wines' he found 'Black-
burn's Reserve,' the reading of which was 
greeted with shouts of laughter, and some one 
was heard to say, sotto voce, Good for Joe.' 
When another brand was announced as bot-
tled expressly for the United States Senate 
Cafe,' the laughter was renewed, and on the 
conclusion of the reading Mr. Butler expressed 
his surprise that the clerk had not fbund cold 
tea' on the list. 

"Mr. Cockrell said he disliked drunkenness 
anywhere, but had seen more of it among the 
senators, than the employes of the Senate. 
Senators kept whisky in their rooms, and in-
vited their friends to go there. If the Senate 
was not fit to stop that, it was not fit for self-
government. He had known an appropria-
tion bill to be occasionally delayed because of 
intoxication among subordinates, and he bad 
known the Senate to be adjourned because 
of the condition of some of its members. He 
would not say that the Senate had to adjourn 
in consequence of it; but certain senators had  

'been in such condition that the public business 
could not have been carried on, as discussion 
would have been indefinitely prolonged. Sena-
tors knew, Mr. Cockrell added, that his point 
was well taken. 

"Mr. Frye said he bad been told by ex-Sena-
tor Simon Cameron and ex-Senator Hamlin, that 
twenty or thirty years ago the Senate had been 
found time and again without a quorum because 
more than a quorum were drunk; that they had 
seen a distinguished senator, after several at-
tempts to rise in his place, fall because of drunk-
enness. Mr. Frye himself' remembered when 
the night sessions of the House of Representa-
tives were broken up by drunken members. 
Things bad very much improved since then. 
Mr. Frye regretted the remarks of the Missouri 
senator (Mr. Cockrell) as conveying to the 
country the impression that so many senators 
were drunk during the ordinary business of the 
Senate, that the Senate had to be adjourned on 
account of drunkenness. 

"Mr. Cockrell said he had not so stated; he 
had never seen so many senators under the in-
fluence of liquor that the public business could 
not be transacted—had never seen anything 
even approaching that; but he bad seen two or 
three or more senators—a mere minority—so 
completely under the influence of' whisky in 
the discussions that the Senate, for the sake of 
decency, had adjourned. He did not think he 
had ever seen more than half a doz• n at one 
time in that condition, and he could give the 
names if senators desired them. 

"Mr. Maxey regretted that an impression 
should be conveyed to the country that the 
Senate was a hand of drunkards and debauchees. 
He had served in many deliberative bodies, and 
had never seen a more sober or well-ordered 
body of men than the United States Senate. 

" Mr. Logan did not know that the sale of 
wines merely would be obnoxious to the rule; 
but the word 'vinous' did not appear in the 
rule, and a distinction existed In law between 
vinous and spiritous liquors. 

"Mr. Teller, as one who had never tasted liq-
uor of any kind in his life, thought that the 
Senate ought to set a good example in this mat-
ter, but could not favor Mr. Cockrell's amend-
ment, because of the severity of the punishment. 
He did not- think the Senate merited all that 
bad been said of it; yet there was much truth 
in it. 

"Mr. Ingalls thought the vote on this rule a 
declaration that the Senate was in favor of tem-
perance, and the inference might be drawn that 
those voting to strike out the rule were in fa-
vor of inebriety. He happened to represent, in 
part, a State that had declared very affirma-
tively for prohibition, but he had felt called upon 
to vote against the rule. He thought it his 
duty to show the country that those who voted 
for the rule were entirely cognizant of the prac-
tices that had prevailed, in violation of it. 

" Mr. Cockrell's amvondment was disagreed to 
—yeas 20, nays 38. On motion of Mr. Edmunds, 
the clause providing for the dismissal of clerks 
who should connive' at the use of liquors 
was stricken out, in order to make the rule har-
monize with the sense of the Senate on Mr. 
Cockrell's amendment. With that clause out, 
the rule was adopted by a viva voce vote." 

Conversation at the Table. 

A CHEERFUL temper charms the stomach. 
Pleasant, social companions will help us to di-
gest what might otherwise prove unmanagea-
ble. An Englishman, without observing the 
laws of exercise or sleep, will digest an enor-
mous dinner and preserve his stomach. It is 
his two hours of chatting and good fellowship. 
Let him eat the same quantity in the rapid 
restaurant fashion, sitting alone, and he would 
soon be a wretched dyspeptic. The influence 
of a quiet, social temper upon the stomach is 
one of the curious facts about digestion.—Sel. 

Neatness Indispensable. 

A WOMAN may be handsome or remarkably 
attractive in various ways; but if' she is not per-
sonally neat, she cannot hope to win admiration. 
Fine clothes cannot conceal the slattern. A 
young woman with her hair always in disorder, 
and her clothes hanging about her as if sus-
pended from a prop, is always repulsive. "Slat-
tern " is written on her person from the crown 
of her head to the soles of her feet; and if she 
wins a husband, he will in all probability turn 
out an idler or a drunkard. The bringing 
up of daughters to be able to work, act, and 
talk like honest, sensible young women, is 
the especial task of all mothers; and in the 
industrial ranks there is imposed also the prime 
obligation of learning how to respect household 
work for its own sake, and the comfort and 
happiness it will bring in the future. House-
work must be done by somebody, and it might 
better be well than ill done.—Sel. 

" EDUCATION commences at the mother's knee, 
and every word spoken within hearing of little 
children tends toward the formation of charac-
ter." Endeavor always to talk your best be-
fore your children. They hunger perpetually 
for new ideas. They will learn with pleasure 
from the lips of parents what they deem it 
drudgery to study in books; and even if they 
have the misfortune to be deprived of many 
educational advantages, they will grow up in-
telligent if' they enjoy in childhood the privilege 
of listening daily to the conversation of intelli-
gent people. We sometimes see people who 
arc the life of every community which they en-
ter, dull, silent, and uninteresting at home 
among their children. If' they have not mental 
activity and mental stores sufficient fbr both, 
let them first use what they have for their own 
households. A silent home is a dull place for 
young people,—a place from which they will 
escape if they can. How much useful informa-
tion, on the other hand, is often given in a 
pleasant family conversation, and what uncon-
scious, but excellent mental training in lively, 
social argument. Cultivate to the utmost the 
grace of conversation.—Boston Budget. 
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Cleaning and Polishing Compounds. 

ONE of the great problems of a housekeeper's 
life is how to keep her hoase and its belongings 
clean. There must be a continual wariare 
against dirt, dust, and tarnish, and any weapon 
winch pronises to be effective in this warfare is 
welcomed with delight. This is well known to 
the numerous manufacturers and venders of 
shyer polishes," magic cieaning fluids," etc., etc., 
new kinds—or, at least, new names for old 
kinds—of which are appearing every day. 
They are put up in attractive forms, in fancy 
boxes and hoWus, and twenty-five cents seems 
little enough to pay for all the wonders they 
are said to accomplish. 

The silver polishes, for example, are almost 
infinite in number, and the housekeeper is 
tempted to try each new one as it comes out, 
to sea if it will not prove more efficacious than 
the last. If we go to the root of this matter, 
and consider the number of known substances 
which will effect the desired end, namely, that 
of cleaning and polishing silver or silver plate, 
we shall find that they are very few. The 
solids used for this purpose are whiting—which 
is calcium carbonate, more or less pure—diato-
maceous earth, finely pulverized sand, and rouge, 
which is fine red oxide of iron; the liquids, al-
cohol and ammonia, whose office is to remove 
grease. In thirty-eight different " kinds " of 
silver powders and liquid preparations for clean-
ing silver, examined in the " Woman's Labora-
tory," at the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology, no other substance was found. Some 
were mixtures of two or three of these ingredi-
ents, some were simply fine whiting, or perhaps 
fine precipitated calcium carbonate, or diato-
maceous earth. The liquid preparations con-
sisted of alcohol or ammonia, with calcium car-
bonate, the bottle requiring to be shaken before 
using. The only preparation which has been 
found differing from these mentioned is one la-
beled, "A complete electro-plating battery in a 
bottle." This contains a solution of silver 
cyanide, and deposits a thin film of silver on 
the article to which it is applied. It is not a 
desirable preparation to have in the house, as it 
is extremely poisonous, and does not bear on its 
label sufficient warning in regard to its use. 

It is useless to try these new and wonderful 
compounds, one after another, using money in 
this way without any compensating gain; it is 
better to decide upon what to use, what will 
best effect the purpose, and procure that, know-
ing its composition and its properties. No safe 
solvent fbr the compounds of silver which pro-
duce tarnish has been found—that is, no solvent 
which will not affect the silver itself. The ac-
tion of whiting, rouge, sand, and diatomaceous 
earth, is simply to rub off the tarnish, although 
some silver is inevitably removed in the process. 
It is of great importance that these substances 
should be so fine as not to scratch the silver; 
and unless we have the'time and patience to 
float off the fine particles from the coarse whit-
ing to be obtained at the grocer's, as our grand-
mothers did, it is better to buy the fine precipi-
tated chalk (calcium carbonate), and pay the 
price asked for it. 

Diatomaceous earth, known commonly as 
" electro-silicon," is a most excellent substance 
for removing tarnish from silver. It consists of 
microscopic siliceous skeletons of diatones (min- 

• ute sea animals), which are found in some lo-
calities in immense deposits in the earth. Its 
composition is the same as that of sand; but, 
being so very fine, it will not scratch, as any 
but the most finely powdered sand must do. 

Ammonia and alcohol are useful, and if a few 
drops of ammonia water be added to the water 
iii which silver is washed, and the articles 
rubbed briskly afterward with a piece of cha-
mois skin, it will be found often that a rubbing 
with powder is unnecessary.— Marie Glover ilol-
num, in Christian Union. 

}lira and alotes. 
RELIGIOIJS. 

—There are twenty-six missionary vessels operat-
ing in eonnectiou with the various mission stations 
of the world. 

—Workers in shops and industrial establishments 
in Russia are instigating a movement in favor of 
Sunday rest. 

—The Baltimore Catholic Mirror estimates the 
colored Catholic population of the United States at 
100,000. 

—The recently completed Cathedral of Moscow, 
designed to commemorate the defeat of Napoleon I., 
cost $10,000,000, and was fifty years iu building. 

—A missionary in Western India, aided by the 
American Tract Society, has prepared and published 
a beautifully illustrated Bible Dictionary in the 
native language. 

—It is not quite twenty-five years since a Protest-
ant sermon was preached in Mexico for the first 
time. Now, there are ninety-eight ordained min-
isters, representing five different denominations, at 
work in that country. 

—In defiance of the law, five young girls were 
recently initiated as nuns in the Hospital San Gio-
vanni, in Rome. One of them, a girl of fifteen, of 
uncommon beauty, fainted during the ceremony. 
The populace suspected compulsion, and a riot was 
with difficulty averted. 

—The ladies of the Methodist Woman's Mission-
ary Society in India have started a newspaper de-
signed especially for the zenana ladies. It is issued 
fortnightly from their press in Luckuow in the Urdi 
and Hindi languages, and it is proposed to start a 
similar paper in Calcutta in the Bengali language. 

—The triumph of the British forces in Burmah 
opens Upper Burmah, with its 4,000,000 people, to 
the free entrance of the gospel, as well as to Western 
trade. And missionaries, with the Bible which they 
have translated, a Christian literature, and earnest 
native helpers, are ready to begin their labors with-
out delay. 

—Thirty-nine French priests, who recently pre-
sumed to dictate to the people under their spiritual 
charge how they should vote, were deprived of their 
Government stipends for interference in political 
matters. The Bishop of Pamiers remonstrated with 
M. Goblet, the Minister of Public Instruction and 
Ecclesiastical Affairs, but to no purpose. The Min-
ister stated that while he would uphold the church, 
he would "exact from the clergy the same obedience 
that was exacted from other State-paid officials." His 
course was approved in the Chamber of Deputies 
by a vote of 331 to 167. Thereupon it was resolved 
that M. Goblet's speech and the result of the vote 
should be printed and placarded throughout the 
country. 

—There are three Protestant colleges in the Turk-
ish Empire,—Robert College in Constantinople, the 
Syrian Protestant College near Beyroot, and another 
college at Aintab. Each of these is in successful 
operation. There is also a theological seminary at 
Marsovan, which, since 1867, has sent out eighty 
graduates into the mission field. Last spring the 
Protestant community of Marsovan petitioned the 
American Board to elevate this school to the "posi-
tion and work of a college," and accompanied their 
petition with a pledge of over $3,000 toward the 
expense. The missionaries are greatly encouraged 
by the "readiness manifested by the people to put 
their sons under strong Protestant influence for the 
sake of an education." 

SECULAR. 

—Dakota and Montana are anxious to be admitted 
into the Union as States. 

—Han Qua, a Chinese banker of Canton, is said 
to be worth $1,400,000,000. 

—The steamer W. D, Chipley sunk in the Chatta-
hoochie River, January 2; six lives were lost. 

—It is stated that 60,000,000 people speak the 
German language; 45,000,000 the French; and 100,-
000,000 the English. 

—The committee which has been trying to find 
out how so many millions are spent every year in 
running the city government of New York, found 
that in one department it has cost the city $7,00 a 
year to keep the records of two weekly meetings of 
the commissioners. In other places the same waste 
of money has been discovered. 

—January 3 was the twenty-fifth anniversary of 
the accession of Emperor William to the throne of 
Prussia. 

—A company in Manchester, England, have a 
contract for building a railway from the Upper 
to the Lower Congo. 

—January 9, a severe storm was raging along the 
coast of Great Britain. Many wrecks are reported, 
with serious loss of life. 

—The Greek Government has sent a note to the 
Powers, vigorously pretesting against the union of 
Bulgaria and Eastern Roumelia. 

—A telegram from Mandalay, Burmah, dated 
January 6, states that 10,000 rebels are scouring the 
country within a radius of twenty miles of the cap-
ital. 

—Floods in Vermont, New York, and Pennsyl-
vania have done much daingae to property. Near 
Harrisburg a train was wrecked by the giving way 
of a bridge, and two men were drowned. 

—David Stuart, a prominent Mormon bishop, 
thinks he can be a polygamist and a good, law-abid-
ing citizen too. Judge Powers thinks differently, 
and has sentenced him to six months' imprisonment 
and to pay a fine of $300. 

—About one o'clock in the morning, January 9,  a 
fire broke out in Ladies' Hall, a brick building con-
nected with Oberlin College, in which 250 students 
were sleeping. No lives were lost; but the hall was 
completely destroyed. The loss is estimated at 
$50,000. 

—Postmaster-General Vilas is making himself 
very unpopular in the West by his sweeping reduc-
tions in the mail service to the small towns. Many 
frontier towns that have been receiving a daily mail 
have been reduced to a tri-weeklyor semi-weekly 
mail. The most prominent men in the West are 
protesting against the change. 

—The striking miners in the Monongahela Val-
ley, Pa., have resumed work. An operator estimates 
their loss in wages at fully $1,500,000. The opera-
tors also have lost, but how much they will not say. 
The strike lasted four months, and was the most 
stubbornly contested struggle ever known on the 
river. Fully six thousand men were engaged in it. 

—Advices from Cairo, Egypt, state that the Arabs 
lost six thousand men in their recent battle with the 
British. It is reported that some Mandist fanatics 
have since penetrated the British lines at Saukin, 
and attacked the soldiers in the town. Furious 
fighting followed, in which a number of English 
soldiers were killed or wounded. 

—The authorities of Chattanooga, Tenn., are en-
forcing the Sunday law against the saloon-keepers. 
The whisky men say that they have been discrim-
inated against, and they will test the law to its full 
scope. So they have sworn out nearly one hundred 
warrants against those engaged in all the trades 
and professions that do business on Sunday. 

—The bishop of the Galway diocese, Ireland, says 
that in Galway all labor has practically ceased. 
Between 400 and 500 laborers are absolutely desti-
tute, and are only kept alive by charity, or by the 
pawning of a few personal effcts. A meeting of 5,-
000 unemployed workingmen was held January 8, 
at which speeches of a socialistic character were 
made. 

—German financiers are taking an interest in the 
development of railroads in China. It has been 
publicly announced that the Deutsch Bank, the 
Discount Company of Berlin, and the Krupp Iron 
Works Company will immediately send delegates to 
China with-a view to negotiating with that Govern-
ment in the matter of establishing a system of rail-
roads in the empire. 

—A terrific storm, wider in extent and more 
fierce of character than has been known before for 
years, raged throughout the Eastern States, Janu-
ary 6-9. The cold was intense; throughout Dakota 
the thermOmeter ranged from 20 to 40 degrees below 
zero. Trains were blocked, and telegraphic commu-
nication was interrupted. Many wrecks on the 
Atlantic coast are reported, with considerable loss of 
life. 

—There is a project on foot for the construction 
of a ship canal from Liverpool to Manchester. The 
plan is to make Manchester a port of entry for every 
cotton ship having freight for that city, as the cost 
of transporting cotton from Liverpool to Manchester 
is about as great as the cost of freight from Ameri-
can ports to Liverpool. The distance is thirty-five 
miles, and the estimated cost of the canal is $50,-
000,000. 
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—Sixteen convicts who were employed in the 
urines at Coal Hill, Ark., effected their escape, Jan-
uary 6. Two of them were captured. 

—The British Empire, with an area of 8,557,658 
square miles—more than a sixth of all the land on 
the globe—and embracing under its rule a sixth 
part of the inhabitants of the world, is the largest 
and most populous empire in the world. Russia 
ranks second iu territorial extent, embracing  8,352,-
930 square miles. The United States is third, con-
taining 3,580,242 square miles, including Alaska. 

Close Connection. 

THE  engineers who directed the work of the 
Hoosac tunnel started two gangs of men from 
opposite sides of the mount. So accurate was 
their survey, that when they met midway in 
the mount, the, walls of the excavations, ap-
proaching from the different starting-points, 
joined within less than an inch. Tho practical 
working of the bore proved the scientific accu-
racy of the survey. Man, starting from the 
side of his human need, reaching upward to-
ward God, is met by the revelation in Christ 
coming down from God, a revelation that ex-
actly fits his need. This perfect match between 
the human need and the heavenly supply is the 
perfect proof of the divine origin of the Bible. 
—0. F. Pentecost. 

MANY persons say in substance, " I am pre-
vented from being a Christian by seeing so 
many glaring faults in church members." That 
is to say, " I will not do right because others 
do wrong." Is that a good reason? If there 
be counterfeits in religion, as there are, that 
proves. there is also something real, else there 
could be no counterfeits. if there were no 
good dollars, there could be no counterfeits. 
There is no such thing as counterfeiting what 
does not exist, and a man would be a great 
simpleton to refuse a sound dollar _because 
somebody else had one that Was counterfeit. 
So of religion. .Never neglect the good because 
there is bad somewhere 	 • 

HOLINESS depends less on what we do than 
on how we do it. The important thing in good 
works is the amount of love which we put in 
them. The soul of an action is its motive. 
The power of an action is neither in its size nor 
in its duration, but in its intention. An inten-
tion is pure in proportion as it is loving. 
What we want is not many actions, but a great 
momentum in few actions.—Taber. 

As  THEY  who for every slight infirmity take 
physic to repair their health, do rather impair 
it; so they who for every trifle are eager to 
vindicate their character, do rather weaken it. 

—Mason. 

PARENTS  who are ignorant of their duty will 
be taught by the misconduct of their children 
what they ought to have done. 

THE way to please is not to display your su-
periority; it is to conceal it from being per-
ceived. 

Vublisiters' getnutinent. 
AGENTS .A./s7-13 BOOS. 33111POSIT'ORIES. 

Australia—International Tract Society, "Burnam House."  corner 
Rae and Scotchnier Sts., North Fitzroy, Victor's,. 

California Tract Society-1067 Castro St., Oakland, Cal. 
Canada Tract Society—South Stukely, P. Q. 
Col wade Tract ociety-881. California St.,Denver, Colo. 
Dakota Tract Society—Vilas, Miner Co., lak. 
England—The Present Trut c,  72 Heneage St.,  Grimsby, Eng. 
Florida Tract Society—Moultrie, St. John's Co., Fla. 
Hawaiian Islands—L. A. Scott, Honolulu, H. I. 
Idaho—Carrie E. Mills, Walla Walla, W. 1. 
Illinois Tract Society—No. 95 Thirty-fifth St., Chicago, 111. 
Indiana Tract Society—No. 32 Cherry St , Indianapolis, Ind. 
Iowa Tract Sueiety1315 E. Sycamore St.. Des Moines, Iowa. 
Kansas Tract Society—Ottawa, Franklin Co., Kan. 
Kentucky Tract Society—Nolin, Hardin Co. , Ky. 
Louisana—International Tract Society, 732 Magazine Street,  New 

Orleans, La. 
Maine Tract Society-118 Pearl St., Portland, Me. 
Michigan Tract Society—Battle Creek, Mich. 
Minnesota Tract Society-2820 Nicollet Ave. Minneapolis, Minn. 
Missouri  Tract Society-321 Lamina St., Sedalia, Mo. 
Nebraska Tract Society—Fremont, Dodge Co., Neb. 
New England—N. E. Tract Society, South Lancaster, Mass. 
New York Tract Society—Rome, N, Y. 
New Zealand—Edward Hare, Upper Queen Street (Turner Street). 

Auckland, N. Z. 
North Pacific—N. P. Tract Society, East Portland, Oregon. 
Norway—Tiderties  Tegn, Christiania, Norway. 
Ohio Tract Society—near Citizens' Savings Bank, Columbus, Ohio. 
Pennsylvania Tract Society--No. 5 Madison St., Wellsville, N. Y. 
South America—Joseph R. Brathwaite, Stanleytown, Berbice Co., 

British Guiana, S. A. 
Switzerland—Elder W. C. White, 48 Weiherweg, Bale, Suisse. 
Tennessee Tract Society—Springville, Henry Co., Tenn. 
Texas Tract Society—Denton, Tex. 
Upper Columbia—U. C. Tract Society, Walla Walla, W. T. 
Vancouver island—Bernard Robe, Victoria, B. C.  
Vermont—Lizzie A. Stone, S iuth Lancaster, Mass. 
Virginia Tract Society—Quieksburgh, Shenandoah Co., Va. 
Wisconsin Tract Society-901 E. Gorham St., Madison, Wis. 
Wyoming—J. T. Trees, Tie Siding, Albany Co., Wyo. 
ALL  of the above Agencies ale authorized to receive subscriptions 

to the  SIGNS LF THE TIMES, American Sentinel,  and Pacific Health 
Journal do Temperance Advocate.  Catalogues of our books, pam- 
phlets, and tracts, in English and the various foreign languages, can 
be obtained from them. 

Good Reading for 1886. 

THE PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, CaL, will send the Amer-
ican Sentinel, an 8-page monthly paper, one year, and ei-
ther of the following books, in cloth binding, post-paid, for 
$1.25 (to foreign countries, 5s.) viz: " The Atonement: in 
the Light of Nature and Revelation," by Elder J. H. 
Waggoner, 368 pp.; " The Marvel of Nations: Our Coun-
try, its Past, Present, and Future," by Elder Uriah Smith, 
282 pp., over forty illustrations; "The Life and Words of 
Christ," by Cunningham Geikie, D. D., over 800 pp. 

The Temperance Advocate,  a 24-page health and temper-
ance bi-monthly, one year, and either of the above-men• 
timed valuable books, post-paid, for $1.25 (5s.). 

THE  SIGNS  OF THE TIMES  one year, and your choice of 
any one of these books, post-paid, for $2.50 (to foreign 
countries, 128.), or the  SIGNS  one year and the illustrated 
" Great Controversy," post-paid, for $3.00; foreign, 14s. 

RECEIPTS. 

CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE FtcND.—Ferndale church $2.-
65, Santa Rosa $80.30, San Francisco $201.65, Pleasant 
Grove $38.15, Lakeport $4.60, Grass Valley $49, San Jose 
$27.40. 

CALIFORNIA  I  AND M SOCIETY.—Dist No 2 Placerville 
per Mrs M Mayer $22.15, Freshwater per Eld J D Rice 
$1.15, Dist No 3 per Marion Kleabir $70.95, Dist No 2 
Pleasant Grove per E Banta $9.65, Dist No 4 per A S 
Hickox $80.50, City Misson per A S Hickox $22.65, W 
N Whisby $5.05, Dist No 7 St Clair per Laura Harmon 
$25.50. 

CALIFORNTA CITY MISSIONS.—I Rhodes 50 cents, Mary 
Banta $2, St Clair S S $5.50. 

CASH RECEIVED ON ACCOUNT.—Florida T and M So-
ciety $1.38, Tenn T and M Society $10. 

•	 
ORDERS FORWA.RDIC13, 

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

AN EIGHT-PAGE MONTHLY JOURNAL, 
DEVOTED TO 

The defense of American Institutions, the preservation of 
the United States Constitution as it is, so far 

as regards religion or religious tests, and 
the maintenance of human rights, 

both civil and religious. 
It will ever be uncompromisingly opposed to anything tending 

toward a union of  Church and  Stnte, either in name or in 'act. 

	

SINGLE COPT,  per  year   50 cents. 
To foreign countries,  single subscriptions, post- 

paid 	  2s. 
Address, 	 AMERICAN SENTINEL, 

1059 Castro Street, Oakland, Cal. 

OUR COUNTRY, 

THE MARVEL OF NATIONS. 

ITS PAST, PRESENT, AM) FUTURE,  AND 
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS OF IT. 

BY 'MAN SMITH, 

Author of "Thoughts on Daniel and  the  Revelation," "The Sanctuary 
and Its Cleansing," "Smith's Diagram of Parliamentary Rules, 
" Man's Nature and Destiny," etc. 

The past of our country is  read in history;  Its present is  before the 
eyes  of  every wide-awake observer; its future—what is that to be f 
We  may judge -something of the future by the past and the evident 
tendencies of the present; but who would not like to read it in a more 
certain light? A. book is now offered, carefully and candidly discuss-
ing this most fascinating theme. Present issues  are  accounted for, 
and  future results clearly shown. 

IS THE BIBLE AN OBSOLETE woe? 
Or do its predictions reach to our own times? Other great nations 
of the world are subjects of prophecy; why not our own 1 As surely 
as history is history, and logic is logic, the Scriptures predicted nearly 
eliehteen hundred years ago the rise of this Government, showing 
that it would- 

1. Arise  ill  the Western Hemisphere; 2. Arise in the present cen-
tury; 3. Occupy territory previously unknown; 4. Come up peace-
fully; 5. Reach great power; d. Proclaim civil and religious liberty; 
7. Bea republic; 8. Be a Protestant nation; 9. Be the birth-place of 
Modern Spiritualism; and 10. Present the most marvelous exhibition 
of national development the world has ever seen. 

go explicit is prophecy in regard to this nation; and the reader 
will find every point sustained by Indubitable Scripture evidence and 
historical testimony. 

THE SUNDAY QUESTION, 

Fast coming to be a leading political issue, is discussed from the 
standpoint  of its relation to the Government. 

"THE MARVEL OF NATIONS" 

Is a volume of nearly 300 pages, and contains numerous illustrations, 
The type is large and clear, the printing and paper excellent. 

Bound only in cloth, and sent, post-paid, for - - 	$1.00, 
We will send The American Sentinel,  an eight-page monthly paper, 

one year, and the above book, post-paid, for $1.25. 

PACIFIC  HEALTH JOURNAL 

AND TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE. 

A 24-page bi-monthly devoted to the dissemination of 
true temperance principles and instruction in the art of 
preserving health. It is emphatically a journal for the 
people, containing what everybody wants to know, and is 
thoroughly practical. Its range of subjects is unlim-
ited, embracing everything that in any way affects the 
health. Its articles being short and pointed, it is speci-
ally adapted to farmers, mechanics, and housekeepers, 
who have but little leisure for reading. It is just the 
journal that every family needs, and may be read with 
profit by every member. Price, 50 cents per year. 

Address, 	PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal. 

ACTIVE AGENTS WANTED 

FOR THE 

PACIFIC COAST STATES AND TERRITORIES 

g(ppzintnitnts. 
OAKLAND. —House of worship, northeast corner of 

Clay and Thirteenth Streets. Sabbath-school every Sab 
bath at 9:30 A. M. Preaching at 11 A. H. Prayer and 
missionary meeting every Tuesday evening at 7:30. 
Seats free. 

SAN FRANCISCO.—House  of worship, 914 Laguna Street, 
between McAllister and Tyler. Sabbath-school every 
Sabbath at 9:45  A.  H. Classes in the English, German, 
and Scandinavian languages. Prayer and missionary 
meeting every Wednesday evening at 7:45. Mission 
Reading-rooms at the church. 

EAsT PORTLAND (Or.)—House of worship on G Street 
between Tenth and Eleventh. Sabbath-school every Sab-
bath (Saturday), followed by services. Preaching or Bi-
ble-reading Sunday evening. Prayer-meeting Wednesday 
evening. The public is cordially invite 1. Free public 
reading-room, corner of L and Fifth Streets. 

Booxs SENT BY FREIGHT.—Review  and Herald, Mrs E 
T Palmer, L C Chadwick. 

BOOKS. SENT BY EXPRESS.—G  H Heald, Eld N C Mc 
Clare, C H Peach. 

THOUGHTS ON BAPTISM. 
BY EL,,. J. H. WAGGONER. 

AN EXAMINATION OF THE ACTION, SUBJECTS, AND RE- 
LATIONS OF THE ORDINANCE OF BAPTISM. 

Also, a Brief Refutation of the 

HISTORICAL CLAIMS FOR TRINE IMMERSION. 

SECOND EDITION, REVISED AND ENLARGED. 

Prices, post-paid,—In flexible cloth, 35 cents; paper cce'18, zii cents. 
Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland, Cal. 

Or, REVIEW AND HERALD, Battle Creek, Mich. 

FOR 

FAST-SELLING SUBSCRIPTION BOOKS. 

"Breakfast, Dinner and Supper," "Parson's Hand Book of 
Forms," "Home Hand Book of Hygiene," "Thoughts on Daniel and 
the Revelation," " The Great Controversy between Christ and Sa-
tan," the new steel engraving, "Christ the Way of Life," and many 
other STANDARD and POPULAR WORKS, which sell rapidly and 
gii e universal satisfaction. 

Liberal discounts to agents. Write for terms and territory. 
Address, 	 PACIFIC PRESS, 

Subscription Book Department, 	 Oakland, Cal. 

THE MINISTRATION OF ANGELS. 

BY ELD. D.  3I. CANRIGHT. 

ALSO giving an exposition of the origin, history,  and destiny of 
Satan. 144 pp. Price, 20 cents. 

Address, 	 SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Oakland. Cal. 
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star WE send no papers from this office withm S pay in 
advance, unless by special arrangement. When persons 
receive copies without ordering them, they are sent by other 
parties, and we can give no information in regard to them. 
Persons thus receiving copies of the SIGNS are not indebted 
to the office, and will not be called upon for pay. Please 
read the papers and hand them to your friends to read. 

THE post-office address of Elder Wm. Ings is 
Healdsburg, Cal. 

THE report of the contributions in California to 
the European missions will be given next week. 

WITH thanks we acknowledge the courtesy of the 
Hon. Secretary of the Interior, for public documents 
furnished. 

WE are requested to announce that boys or girls 
may be had—particularly boys—for service at wages, 
for indenture, or for legal adoption, by applying, 
with recommendations, to E. T. Dooley, sup't Boys 
and Girls' Aid Society, 68 Clementina Street, San 
Francisco. 

Meeting in Oakland. 

ON account of our absence and the sickness of our 
son, the quarterly meeting of the Oakland church 
was postponed to January 9. Though feeling greatly 
worn with our labor, we spoke in the morning to a 
large congregation of appreciative hearers. In the 
afternoon the usual church services were held, and 
the ordinances observed. The attendance was large, 
and it was a good day to all. 

An Evil Disease. 

THE folhiwing from the San Francisco Chronicle 
we commend to the practical consideration of all 
parents and teachers:— 

"Of the flood of novels which has deluged the lit-
erary market during the last twelve-month, the less 
said the better. The greater part of them have al-
ready been relegated to the upper shelves of the 
libraries, where, it is to be hoped, they will be al-
lowed to remain. Between reading them and com-
plete mental idleness it would be difficult to say 
which is worse, so thoroughly false are the ideals of 
life which they present. The appetite for these 
worthless novels grows with what it feeds on; and if 
the present mania for devouring current fiction con-
tinues, we may have the pathologists discussing a 
new disease of modern civilization—the novel-read-
ing habit. It destroys all taste for better literature, 
and is one of the most pernicious results of the book-
making processes. -To counteract this growing ten-
dency for worthless literature should be one of the 
objects of all teachers who have the cause of genu-
ine education near at heart. They can do much in 
the class room to inculcate a taste for good literature, 
and in no other way can they exert so wholesome 
an influence for good upon their pupils." 

This pernicious habit is becoming more and more 
prevalent, and parents and teachers cannot be too 
earnest, nor too diligent, in counteracting the baleful 
influence of the "flood of novels" which deluges the 
country. A taste for good reading can be cultivated; 
it can be done easily if begun in time; but when this 
novel-reading habit, which the Chronicle properly 
terms a "disease," is once acquired, it is as hard to 
overcome as is any other habit of intemperance; for 
this is intemperance, mental intemperance it is true, 
but none the less real, and none the less destructive, 
on that account. We said "none the less real and 
none the less destructive." We might better say that 
because it is mental it is the rather more destruct-
ive; for by this "disease" the mind is so debased, 
the will is so weakened, that it is impossible for the 
individual to resist the evil that is met on every 
hand, to say nothing of the evil that is instilled into 
the mind by the very reading itself. What are you 
reading? What are your children reading? 

Bowling-Alley Religion. 

THE Christians in San Francisco are unable to 
draw the line between the church and the bowling 
alley. It has been a long time known that the 
Young Men's Christian Association has a bowling 
alley below its hall, as a means of attracting young 
men to the Christian influences of its hall and meet-
ings 1  It would no doubt add much to the interest, 
and attract greater numbers, if it would add a bill-
iard table and card playing. And still there would 
be a large number who would turn a deaf ear to 
the calls to "Come," until there was added a saloon 
as a means of grace. A report in the Chronicle of 
a recent noon-day meeting in the hall of the associ-
ation speaks of a speech of Rev. Aaron Williams, as 
follows:— 

" The latter gentleman, who was some time ago 
ejected from the hall on a charge of disturbing the 
meeting by his severe denunciation of the gymna-
sium and bowling alley connected with the associa-
tion, renewed his attacks in a most energetic man-
ner. He said that Christian influences were all the 
more necessary in the church and the family because 
there was so much infidelity in the schools and such 
temptations to evil courses presented to the young 
on every side. He had been assured by a public-
school superintendent that eight out of ten of the 
public-school teachers were infidels, and even in this 
Young Men's Christian Association there was an at-
tempt to serve both Christ and the devil—Christ 
above and the devil in the gymnasium and bowling 
alley below. 'Let us be one thing or the other,' he 
said, 'Christ's or the devil's. We cannot be both. 
We cannot serve two masters. The proceedings in 
the gymnasium on New Year's Day, as described in 
the daily press of the next day, were a scandal and 
a shame,' and he would consider himself a traitor to 
the cause of Christ if he did not denounce such do-
ings under the name of Christianity. Mr. Williams 
spoke with much earnestness and apparent sincerity; 
but some of those present showed their disapproval 
of his criticisms by getting up hastily and going out. 
One middle-aged woman, seated a little in front of 
him, slammed down her hymn-book on the settee so 
hard as to resound through the hall, and went out 
showing great displeasure. But no one interfered 
with him while he was speaking. The meeting was 
then closed with the doxology and benediction, when 
several persons approached Mr. Williams and 
thanked him emphatically for calling attention 
again to the bowling-alley iniquity,' as they called 
it, while others expressed as decided disapprobation 
of his remarks." 

The Weather East and West. 

IN our recent trip from the East we were favored 
with beautiful weather and a clear track; no snow 
to speak of in the entire route. We verily thought 
that, after so hard a winter as they had in 1884-5, 
the present winter would be mild. But it is greatly 
disappointing us. A severe storm over the "Ne-
braska plains," soon after we passed, nearly stopped 
travel. When the roads were clear, and travel re-
sumed, a "blizzard" still more severe set in, which 
is reported as covering a large extent of country. 
A dispatch dated Denver, January 8, says:— 

"The blizzard in Eastern Colorado, Kansas, and 
Nebraska, which subsided on Wednesday, and al-
lowed the snow blockade to be raised, was renewed 
last Wednesday night with great vigor, demolishing 
telegraph wires for miles, refilling cuts on the Santa 
Fe, Burlington, and Union, and Kansas Pacific roads 
with snow and sand to such an extent that all travel 
was compelled to suspend. Not a single train left 
Omaha or Kansas City for Denver yesterday. No 
trains have arrived from the East or departed from 
here since Wednesday night, when the temperature 
in Colorado fell 14-degrees between midnight and 5 
o'clock." 

A Chicago dispatch of the same date says:— 
"The blizzard raging at present throughout Illi-

nois, Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, Dakota, and Minne-
sota, is declared to be of wider extent and more 
fierce of character than has been known before in 
years. All Western trains are behind time, many 
have been snowed ill and abandoned, and very little 
can be learned concerning them, or of the effects of 
tile storm, owing to the blowing down of the tPle-
graph poles and wires and the stoppage of telegraphic 
communication. The temperature throughout Da- 

kota is stated to be from 20 to 40 degrees below zero, 
with a wild blizzard blowing. A telegram from 
Fargo says the thermometer registered 27 degrees 
below at noon. Yesterday was described as the 
roughest experience that the city had yet had in the 
way of boistrous weather. Bismarck reported a high 
wind with the thermometer 35 degrees below zero. 
A high wind is prevailing at Sioux City, and the 
temperature is 20 degrees below. Omaha registered 
20 degrees below. Telegraphic communication with 
Omaha has been cut nearly all day. California tele-
grams were being sent by way of St. Paul and the 
Northern Pacific, with only one wire working. A 
telegram from Des Moines, Iowa, says the cold wave 
continues there, with a high wind and driftino•

b 
 snow. 

All through trains west of there are blocked, and 
the branch roads are snowed under. The Chicago 
and Burlington trains are stuck fast in the drifts 
about fifteen miles south of Des Moines. The Wa-
bash road south front that city is badly drifted. 
The Fort Dodge and Narrow-guage roads have been 
abandoned." 

A dispatch from St. Paul, January 9, says the 
cold wave is broken, and adds: "The lowest temper-
ature reached was at Minnedosa, Manitoba, where 
the thermometer registered 52 degrees below zero. 
On the Northern Pacific, from Brainerd to Fargo, 
the temperature varies from 27 to 51 degrees below 
zero, the latter at Wadena." 

A dispatch from La Junta, Col., on the Santa Fe 
road, of January 9, says: "Two hundred men with 
three engines and snow-plows are working on the 
blockade between Nickerson and Dodge City, Kan. 
Picks are being used to remove the frozen snow. 
Six hundred telegraph poles are down between the 
above points. One thousand head of cattle were 
frozen on the Colorado plains. Antelope have been 
driven from the Rocky Mountains. Trains are de- 
layed all along this road, and the local travel is 
stopped. Two men were frozen to death near Dodge 
City yesterday. The temperature is from 15 to 30 
degrees below zero." 

But the most surprising news comes from Mobile, 
Ala., January 9, as follows: "The weather here this 
morning was the coldest since 1852, the mercury 
marking 11 degrees below zero. The cold has de-
stroyed the largest cotton crop ever known. The 
loss will aggregate $750,000." 

Telegrams show that the storm raged with great 
severity all along the Atlantic coast throughout the 
night of January 8, with loss of property and lives. 
At Atlantic City, N. J., houses were unroofed by the 
wind. 

The weather has been cold in California daring 
the last week. Quite severe frosts in many places. 
The strongest adjectives have been used to express 
the extent of the cold in Oakland, where the frost 
nipped the outer leaves of tomato vines and some 
tender flowers. But, notwithstanding the "awful 
cold" weather, the lilies, roses, geraniums, marguer- 
ites, and numerous other flowers, persist in turning 
their cheery faces to the sun, as if they had not 
learned that it is not midsummer. To us the cli-
inate of Oakland is highly satisfactory, almost too 
good for a world cursed with sin. 

REV. JOHN SAUL HowsoN, D. D., Dean of Chester 
died lately at the age of seventy years. By his 
joint authorship of "Conybeare and Howson's Life 
and Epistles of the Apostle Paul," his name is a 
household word among all English-speaking people. 
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International Tract and Missionary Society. 
A sixteen-page Religious Family Paper, devoted to a discussion of 

the Prophecies, Signs of the Times, Second Coming of Christ, liar 
mony of the Law and Gospel; with Departments devoted to Health 
and Temperance, the Home Circle, the Missionary Work, and the 
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