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OLD TRUTHS.

It is not beauty, it is truth we seek,

And it is truth that men would fling away,

Because its outward garb is rude and homely.

Yet truth is beauty, best of beauty here;

And beauty is but hidden truth unfolded,

Like blossoms from the rough, brown buds of spring.

No age
Can outgrow truth, or can afford to part
With the tried wisdom of the past, with words
That centuries have sifted, and on which
Ages have set their seal, and handed down
From venerable lips of solemn men,
Who learned their wisdom in a graver school,
And in an age of keener, sorer conflict
Than we have known in this gay holiday,
When truth and error are but things of taste,
Changlings of fashion, altering year by year.

Guard then those ancient walls, those living springs,
Of which our fathers drank and were refreshed.
Guard then those ancient palms heneath whose shade
Our fathers have set down, and of whose fruit
They ate and went on their way in peace.

— Bonar.

General Articles,

Talents a Trust from God.
BY MRS. E. G. WHITE.

WE are indebted to God for all the powers of
mind that we possess. To cach of us he has in-
trusted talents, and for their proper use he holds
us responsible. It is his will that we so educate
ourselves as to be able to use these talents in a
manner to accomplish the greatest good in the
world and to refleet glory to the Giver; and our
faculties may be so cultivated, so discreetly di-
rected and controlled, as to accomplish this
object.

We are not all constituted alike. We have
varied minds; some are strong upon certain
points, and very weak upon others. These de-
ficiencies, which are often so very evident, need
not and should not exist. If those who have
them would take pains to strengthen the weak
points in their character by cultivation and ex-
ercise, they would soon find these inequalities
disappearing. And when all the faculties are
in barmonious exercise, the intellect will be
clear and strong and the judgment sound.

It is duty to so educate the mind as to bring
out all its energies and develop every faculty.
If certain faculties are used to the neglect of
others, the design of God is not fully carried
out in us; for in a great measure our faculties
are mutually dependent, each having a bearing
upon all the rest. One set of faculties cannot
be cffectually used while the others are weak
and inactive. If all the attention is given to
those faculties that are alrcady strong, while
the others are permitted to lie dormant, the de-
velopment will be strong in one direction, and
there will be extremes in the character, because

the mental balance has not been preserved.

And many minds are dwarfed because all their
powers have not been cultivated.

It is agreecable, but not most profitable, to
excrcise those faculties that are naturally the
strongest, to the neglect of those that are weak,
and need to be strengthened. We are depend-
ent upon God for the preservation of our facul-
ties, and we have no right to neglect any of
the powers that he has given us. There are
monomaniacs all over the country. 1t is fre-
quently the case that many are sane upon every
subject but one. Their minds are unbalanced
because one organ was specially exercised, while
the others were permitted to lie dormant. The
one that was in constant use became worn and
discased, and the others were weakened through
inaction. Godisnot glorified when such a course
is pursued, and his creatures become wrecked
through an injudicious use of the powers that he
has given them.

Many are not doing the greatest amount of
good of which they are capable, because they
exercise their minds in one direction, and neg-
lect to give careful attention to those things
for which they think they are not adapted.
Faculties that are weak are thus allowed to
remain 80, because the work that would call
them into exercise, and give them strength, is
not pleasant. And yet the power to concen-
trate the mind upon one subject to the exclusion
of all others, is well in a degree, if it is not
carried so far that the mind cannot act health-
fully.

Ministers should be guarded, lest they con-
centrate their minds and energics upon one
subject, to the exclusion of others that may be
of equal importance. 3 0
narrowing down the work of God, and becom-
ing one-idea men. Many times all the strength
of their being is concentrated on the subject to
which the attention is called for the time, and
every other consideration is lost sicht of.  This
one favorite theme is the burden of their
thoughts and the subject of their conversation.
All the evidence which has a bearing upon that
~ubject is eagerly seized upon and appropriated,
and dwelt upon at so great length that minds
are wearied in following them.

Those who put the whole strength of their
mind into one subject, are greatly deficient on
other points. The subject before them en-
chains their attention, and they are led on and
on, and go deeper and deeper into the matter.
They become interested and absorbed, and sce
new light and beauty as they advance. But
there are few minds that can follow them, un-
less they have given the subject the same care-
ful thought. There is danger of such men
planting the sced of truth so deep that the
tender, precious blade will never find the sur-
face.

Much hard labor is often expended that is
not called for, and that will never be appreci-
ated. Time is lost in explaining points which
are either self-evident or really unimportant,
and which would be taken for granted without
proof. But while time should not be spent on
unnecessary and trifling arguments, the really
vital points should be made as plain and for-
cible as language and proof can make them.

The most essential points of Bible truth may
be made indistinct by giving attention to every
minute particular. Some, in their writings,
need to be constantly guarded, lest they make
blind points that are plain in themselves, by

They are in danger of

covering them up with many arguments which
will not be of lively interest to the reader. If
they linger tediously upon points, giving every
particular which suggests itself to the mind,
their labor will be nearly lost; for the interest
of the reader will not be deep enough to lead
him to pursue the subject to its close. Much
ground may be covered; but the work upon
which so much labor is expended is not calcu-
lated to do the greatest amount of good, be-
cause it fails to awaken a general interest.

In this age, when pleasing fables are drifting
upon the surface and attracting the mind, truth
presented in an easy style, backed up by a few
strong proofs, is better and more effective than
if its advocates were to search extensively, and
bring forth an overwhelming array of evidence;
for the simple propositions do not then stand so
clear and distinet in many minds as before the
objections and evidences were brought before
them. "T'here are some who take many things
for granted, and asscrtions will go farther with
them than long, labored arguments.

This is a busy world. Men and women who
engage in the business of life have not time to
meditate, nor even to read the word of God
thoroughly enough to understand all its impor-
tant truths. Long, labored arguments will in-
terest but few; for the people read as they run.
1t is better to keep a rescrve of arguments and
proof than to pour out a depth of knowledge
on a subject that is in itself clear and plain.

Christ’s ministry lasted only three years; but
a great work was done in that short period.
In these days there is also a great work to be
done in a short time; and while many are got-
ting ready to do something, souls will perish
for the want of light and knowledge.

If men who are engaged in presenting and
defending the truth of the Bible, undertake to
investigate the statements, and show the fallacy
and inconsistency of men who dishonestly turn
the truth of God into a lie, Satan will stir up
opponents enough to keep their pens constantly
employed, while other branches of the truth of
God will be left to suffer.

Said Nehemiah, when his enemies sought to
entice him from his post of duty: “I am doing
a great work, so that I cannot come down.
Why should the work cease, whilst I leave it,
and come down to you?” We, too, are do-
ing a great work, and we cannot come down.
And we nced more of the spirit of those men
who were engaged in building the walls of
Jerusalem. If Satan sees that he can keep
men answering the objections of opponents, and
thus keep their voices silent, and hinder them
from doing the most important work for this
time, he rejoices; for his object is accomplished.

The world needs laborers now. From every
direction is heard the Macedonian cry, “Come
over and help us.” Our success consists in
reaching common minds. Plain, pointed argu-
ments, standing out as mile-posts, will do more
toward convincing people than will a large ar-
ray of arguments which none but investigating
minds will have interest to follow. And if the
laborers are pure in heart and life, if they use
to the glory of God the talents that he has
committed to their keeping, they will have God
on their side and heavenly angels to work with
their efforts.

Basel, Switzerland.

“ BLESSED is every one that feareth the Lord.”
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Bible Ideas in Bible Words.

It is the habit of some ministers in their ser-
mons, whether written or ex tempore, to think
and speak largely in the language of the Bible.
Bible terms, Bible sentences, and parts of’ sen-
tences, and Bible incidents and illustrations pen-
etrate, color, and characterize their style. They
thus think and speak apparently without effort,
and almost without any special consciousness of
so doing. They are thoroughly familiar with
the Scriptures, alike in respect to their contents
and forms of expression; and, hence, the lan-
guage of the Bible naturally comes into their
minds, and just as naturally flows from their
lips. The Book of God is not a mere conven-
ience to furnish a text on which to hang a ser-
mon. It also furnishes thoughts, words, and
whole sentences; and these materials are, in
rich and ample profusion, scattered all through
the discourses of these preachers. Any one who
has ever read ¢“Jay’s Hxercises,” whether for
the “morning” or the “evening,” must have
been struck with this feature of his style. Both
of these books consist of short sermons, and
both supply an admirable illustration of Bible
ideas in Bible words.

We are of the opinion that the habit of such
preachers is an ex«cedingly good one. The ex-
act language of the Bible is certainly always
in order on the preacher’s lips; and if it were
more freely used than is generally the fact. the
ministers of the gospel would not only pay a
becoming tribute to the word of God, as the
supreme authority for what they preach, but
would add to the power and usefulness of their
discourses. They would preach more like am-
bassadors for Christ, and less like one who is
simply delivering a popular lecture, and con-
cerned mainly to create a momentary sensation.

If, for example, the theme of a particular ser-
mon is what, among theologians,is usually des-
ignated as the atonement of Christ, we do not
know what better thing the preacher can do
than to state the doctrine in the words of the
Bible, endeavoring with all fidelity and earnest-
ness to impress upon his hearers their full im-
port. These are the words which God has
chosen to use for the doctrine; and this is a
good reason why the preacher should use them.
Where will he find any better words, truer
words, or any words more adapted to convey
the idea intended, or to impress the heart with
that idea? Why not say that ¢« Christ died for
our sins according to the Scriptures;” that he
“tasted death for every man;” that he «his
own self bare our sins in his own body on the
tree;” that he « hath once suffered for sins, the
just for the unjust, that he might bring us to
God;” that he “hath redeemed us from the
curse of the law, being made a curse for us;”
that he is “ the propitiation for our sins, and not
for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole
world;” and that ¢ the Lord hath laid on him
the iniquity of us all”’?

These and other passages of similar import
are Bible forms of’ stating the atonement upon
which human salvation depends. The great
fact which appears in such statements is that
of Christ himselt dying for sins and in behalf of
sinners, as « the Lamb of God” laying down his
own life, “ the just for the unjust,” and becom-
ing “obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross.” The Bible has no hesitation in setting
forth this fact with great prominence and con-
stant reiteration, thus presenting a suffering
Saviour who endured the bitter anguish ot death
on the cross in the plan and process of our
redemption. This is the one aspect of Christ
and his work which the Lord’s Supper espe-
cially emphasizes and commemorates,and which,
by appointing the Supper for this purpose, he
meant that his people should remember in all
ages. 'T'he Christian pulpit certainly can do no
better than to think and preach the doctrine
just as the Bible thinks and preaches it. Tt
need not, in order to make the docirine intel-

ligible to the head, or impressive to the heart.
or unobjectionable to cavilers, supplement it
with any human philosophy, and should not
dodge or evade the plain statements of the W ord
of God on this subject. He who has read the
Bible story of Christ’s death, and also what he
himselt" and his apostles said about that death,
is in possession of the best possible words to aid
him in thinking of this death; and, if his ideas
correspond with those of the Bible, then to aid
him in expressing them to others. He need not
concern himself with the theories or the rhetoric
of" men, since it will be enough to think as the
Bible thinks, and preach what it declares. The
rale of Bible ideas in Bible words has a per-
tinent illustration in Christ’s. work of suffering
for sinners.

If the theme of a sermon be the doctrine of
inspiration, then the thing for the preacher to
do is to ascertain what the Bible says on this
subject, and be sure to say the same things.
The Bible does say that “ God, who at sundry
times and in divers manners spake in time past
unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these
last days spoken unto us by his Son;” and that
“the prophecy came not in old time by the will
of man; but holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” ¢« Which
things also we speak,” says Paul, with refor-
ence to himself and his associates in the apos-
tolic ministry, “not in the words which man’s
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost
teacheth.” Ierve is inspiration as the Bible
states it. God spake by the prophets and by
his Son; and “holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” The apos-
tles spake in the words < which the Iloly Ghost
teacheth.” God’s authority is annexed to the
speaking, and is the voucher for its truthfulness.
“Thus saith the Liord” is stamped upon the
speaking. The thing spoken is the Word of
God coming to the world in the language of
men, and through a human medium. 'The vital
fact in the doctrine of ingpiration is God’s au-
thority for the thing said or written; and this
fact the Bible sets before us in the clearest pos-
sible manner. We cannot state the fact in bet-
ter language than that which it uses.

It would be casy to extend these illustrations
indefinitely. What we desire to impress unon
our readers, is the rule of Bible ideas in Bible
words. There is no danger of overworking the

The danger is in the opposite direction, and

that we shall treat the Bible as an old-fash-|

ioned book that, in its style and language, if
not in its ideas, is out of date, and that needs
to be modernized in érder to be adjusted to the
advanced thought of the nineteenth century.
The Christian pulpit especially should guard it-
self against this peril, and hold fast ¢ the torm,”
as well as the substance, “of sound words,” as
found in the word of God, making that Word
the supreme law of what it thinks and says.
The more thoroughly it makes itself a Biblical
pulpit, the more will it be in fact what it as-
sumes to be, and the more useful will be its min-
istrations to the people. No man is fit to be a
preacher of the gospel whose head and beart
are not completely anchored in the Bible. This
is the very first quality of a good preacher.
One may be cloquent and attractive without
this quality, but a good preacher he cannot be.
—Independent.

Conscience.

I vAVE recently heard it stated that con-
seience is the standard of moral action, but
have been accustomed to regard the Bible as
the criterion of religioas duty. It is reported
that a pioneer of the Burman Mission wrote to
the executive committee, “ Don’t send us men
who are guided only by their own conscience.
One conscientious wrong-headed man would
ruin us.” A pioneer in the mission to the Gen-
tiles, was conscientious in indorsing the death

of Stephen as were those who threw the stones
to kill him, and he was as sincere in the perse-
cution of the worshipers of the Nazarenc as
he afterward was in preaching the gospel.
The Jews were conscientious in Kkilling their
Messiah, for they thought him a blasphemer,
and according to their law he ought to die,
and while they did not drive the nails that
fastened him to the cross, nor thrust the spear
that pierced his side, still they cracifiecd him
by prompting the deed and approving the act.

The heathen have a conscience which may
cither accuse or clse excuse their deeds, but
that conscience may not be a safe criterion of
moral action. We read of a good conscience
and an evil conscicnce, and when the heathen
burn a living woman on the funeral pile ot her
deceased husband, or throw themselves under
the car of Juggernaut, or sacrifice their chil-
dren to Moloch to atone for their sins, we think
in all their acts they are prompted by an evil
conscience.— William Dean, D. D.

Sins of Omission.

THERE i a very common feeling that sins of
omission are not so bad as sins of commission;
that a mere failure to do all that one might do,
that, in fact, one onght to do, is not really such
a serious mutter in the sight of God or of man,
as the actual doing of something that one clearly
ought not to do. Yet this is a distinction in
grades of evil that is by no means justified by
the Bible record, on the one hand, or by the
relative practical consequences of neglect and
of performance, on the other band. To strike
a child in a moment of angry fecling, or to spealk
words of unkindness under provocation, is a sin
of commission; every one can realize that fact.
The consciousness of having done such a thing
will, perhaps, cause keen self-reproach and bit-
ter self-condemuation to the over-hasty one who
has been guilty of' it. To fail of reaching out a
hand of rescue to a drowning child within arm’s
length of one, on a river's bank or by the ocean’s
beach, is, in its form, a sin of omission; but its
spirit would be cruel heartlessness, and its re-
sult would be practically murder. So, again,
to fail of speaking a word of warning to one
who is in obvious and yet in unconscious danger,
or to fail of giving a needful word of counsel or

b s cof cheer when the opportunity is present, ma
rule, and thus making too much of Bible words. Pl Ao i

involve far weightier consequences, and may be
a truer index of the neglectful one’s character,
than would be the speaking of any number of
ill-natured words, or even than the performance
of"a dozen acts of selfish meanness. A cold-
blooded refusal to say or to do the richt and
the kindly thing in an emergency, may both be
worse and seem worse than a hot-blooded say-
ing or doing of the wrong or the unkindly
thing under other provocation.

As if in proof of God’s estimate of the larger
evil of sins of omission, it is recorded in the Bi-
ble picture of the great day of account, that the
final sentence against those who are utterly con-
demned will make no mention of their sins of
commission, but only of their sing of omission.
In view of their failure to feed Christ’s hungry
ones, to clothe his naked ones, to vigit and com-
fort his sick and oppressed ones, the word of the
Judge will go forth: «Inasmuch as ye did it not
[as ye omitied to do] depart from me,
yo cursed.” Sins of omission are fearful sins;
their consequences are terrible. God prescrve
us from the curse of not doing! It often re-
quires great self-control to refrain from speak-
ing hastily or from doing wickedly. It some-
times requires yet greater control of self to
overcome one’s sluggish, or one’s selfish, reluc-
tance to speak the kindly word of warning or
of cheer which ought to be forthcoming, or to
do the nobly generous act that the occasion de-
mands. But in view of the greater evil of not
doing in the line of duty, let us rise up in the
strength of Christ, and do—or die!—S. §. Zimes.
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Conscience.

A vERY important element in the training of
the young in the home, in the day-school, and
in the Sabbath-school should be the education
of the conscience—the cultivation of a keen
sense of right and wrong concerning every
moral question that may engage the attention,
and especiully concerning every moral act which
they perform.

Conscience should be trained to discriminate
between the right and the wrong in all matters
as judged, not by feeling or preference or pre-
conceived opinion—not by any standard found
within the individual, but by the undeviating
standard of God's word. It should be a cou-
science that recognizes no sliding scale of judg-
ment, and no power of individual diseretion in
the application of rules of duty under varying
circumstances of personal interest and conven-
iecnce. It should recognize the right as every-
where right and always right, and the wrong
as everywhere and always wrong.

A healthy conscience will be careful also in
applying the principles which underlie God s
commands to conduct and opinions which can-
not be covered by specific rules. A healthy
conscience will always lead one to judge con-
cerning right and wrong totally independent of
the judgment of others, and guided alone by
God’s word.

Such a conscience is the foundation of all
true and stable Christian character; for with-
out it there can be no keen sense of sin, and so
no keen sense of a need of Christ, and conse-
quently no lively faith in him. Such a con-
science is the foundation of all trustworthiness.
It is wanted in the church, in the family, in bus-
iness, in offices of public trust, at the ballot-
box, everywhere.—Sabbath Recorder.

How the Change Was Made in England.

O~E would hardly suppose that Protestants
could be guilty of resorting to cruelty for the
suppression of Sabbath observance, yet our
foretathers in England imprisoned and put to
death those who dared for conscience’ sake to
observe the Sabbath of the Bible. England
had her Court of «“High Commission” and
¢ Star Chamber,” which were patterned after
the Roman Inquisition.

About the year 1618 John Thrask, or Trask,
wrote and spoke in favor of the seventh day
as the only Sabbath. He and others who
preached the same doctrine were accused of
Judaizing. TFuller, in his “ Church History of
Britain” (Vol. 3, pages 306, 307), says: “ Now,
of the broachers of Judaism, John Thrask was
a principal. He seduced many souls
with his tenets, and his own wife amongst
many others. For these he was censured in
the Star Chamber, but afterwards recanted
his opinions and lived as unsettled in judg-
ment as place in several parts of the king-
dom. He afterwards relapsed, not into
the same, but other opinions, rather humorous
than hurtful, and died at Lambeth in the
reicn of King Charles. Nor must we forget
that his wife could never be imperverted again,
but perished in her Judaism.” Thrask was sen-
tenced by the Star Chamber “to be set on a
pillory in Westminster and from thence whipped
to the fleet and there to remain a prisoner.”
“Mrs. Thrask lay fifteen or sixteen years a
prisoner for her opinion about the Saturday
Sabbath.” «One Mr. Hedden, a prisoner in the
new prison, that lay there for holding Saturday
Sabbath,” is also mentioned.

In the year 1628, Theophilus Brabourne pub-
lished a “ book dedicated to his Majesty entitled,
‘A Defense of the Most Ancient and Sacred
Ordinance of God, the Sabbath Day,” maintain-
ing therein: 1. The fourth commandment simply
and entirely moral. 2. Christians, as well as
Jews, obliged to the everlasting observation of
that day. 3. That the Lord's day is an ordi-

nary working day, it being will-worship and
superstition to make it a Sabbath by virtue of
the fourth commandment. But while Mr.
Bradbourne was marching furiously and cry-
ing Victoria to himself, he fell into the ambush
of the High Commission, whose well-tempered
severity herein so prevailed upon him, that sub-
mitting himself to a private conference, and
perceiving the unsoundness of his own princi-
ples, he became a convert, conforming himself
quietly to the Church of England.”— Fuller,
Vol. 3, p. 419.

In 1638 John Pocklington, D. D., published a
sermon entitled “ Sunday No Sabbath,” and was
sentenced “ to be deprived of his_ecclesiastical
preferments, to be forever disabled to hold any
place of dignity in the church or common-
wealth, never to come within the verge ot" His
Majesty’s court, and his books to be burned by
the hand of the common hangman in the city
of Liondon and the two universities.”—=Neal's
Hist. of the Puritans, Harper & Bros., Vol. 1, p.
360.

In 1642 James Ockford pub'ished a book en-
titled ¢ Doctrine of the KFourth Command-
ment,” which met the same fate as Pockling-
ton’s.

John James continued to meet with a
small church of worshipers in Bull-steak Alley,
White-chapel, London, who belicved the sev-
enth day was the Sabbath, and met for wor-
ship on that day. On the 19th day of October,
16u1, while preaching to his congregation, he
was taken from his pulpit before a bench of
justices sitting at the Half-Moon Tavern and
committed to prison. At his trial, about a
month later, he was sentenced to be hung,
drawn, and quartered, which sentence was duly
executed. This was done in the name of trea-
son, but the real offense was that he and his
church observed the Sabbath.

Francis Bampfield, an educated minister and
an observer of the Sabbath of the Bible, pub-
lished a book on the Sabbath in 1672. In con-
sequence of this and his practice and preaching,
he suffered imprisonment in Dorchester Jail for
eight years. On his release he continued to
preach his sentiments, and was again arrested
and imprisoned at Salisbury. Being once more
rcleased, he went to London. Here again he
was arrested, with a number of his friends, who
were sentenced to prison for life or during the
pleasure of the king, and where Bampfield
died.

The above pictures of Sabbath repression
are only examples of what may have been seen
in the last thousand years all over Europe,
from the Mediterranean Sea to the German
Ocean, and over Southern Asia to the river
Indus, and present indisputable evidence of the
manner in which the Sabbath was put down
and the Sunday built up.— Light of Home.

What Shall It Profit?

“WHAT shall it profit a man, if he shall gain
the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what
shall a man give in exchange for his soul ?” is
a question which admits of but one answer;
but that answer is too often forgotten in the
mad race for worldly riches and honor. We
are far too prone to feel that a man’s life does
consist in the abundance of those things which
he possesseth. We are too apt to measure a
man’s success in life by his success in business.

But “carrying on business successfully is not
half so important as building good manhood.
Whether at the end of sixty or seventy years
of hard toil, a man rests with a comfortable
fortune or comes to the close with nothing,
is really a very small matter, in comparison
with what the man himself is at the end of his
career. We pity a good man who fails in busi-
ness when too old to start again; but if, thrcugh
his checkered course, he has kept himself' pure
and clean and true, and Las grown into strong,

noble character, he is not to be pitied. Pity
rather the poor man with his millions, who has
made money at the price of his character, and
has built up a fortune on the ruins of his man-
hood,” and the loss of his soul.

Yea and Nay.

Our modern civilization is in nothing more
menaced than by a prevailing indiff2rence to
truth. This saying yes when yes is not meant,
this uttering of mo when no is not intended, this
far too general habit of insincerity, have become
the bane of society in this nineteenth century
as certainly, if not to the same extent, as it was
in the first Christian century. It is the bune
and the blight of business, of politics, of our so-
cial life generally. The speech of men and of
women is indeed yes and no, but too often with
inverted meanings. Language is used too com-
monly as an element of concealment rather than
the instrument of making a given matter plain,
and even luminous, it need be. The result is
seen in manifold alienations, misapprehensions,
and misunderstandings. There are fears and
feuds where instead there should be harmony
and hope. For howsoever adroit or ingenious
or plausible speech may be, as it often is, there
is and there can be no substitute for the unequiv-
ocal yea and the alike unequivocal nay, which
Jesus Christ enjoins shall rule and shall be de-
cisive in the words of men.— Watchman.

The Service of God.

In the service of God, there is a combination
of personal and practical religion. Progress
must be made in spiritual life. There must
certainly be growth and development of the
new man. This advancement in holiness of
heart assuredly belongs to serving God. Those
who serve him will have their “fruit unto holi-
ness.” The service to be rendered is eminently
practical, embracing obedience to all the known
commands of Grod, and performance of the va-
rious duties of life. It is not to be overlooked
that, in the different relations of life, we may
serve God. In the family, and in society, that
obligation may be met. Serving God does not
lead us away from any appropriate sphere of
action, or any lawful calling in life; but that
service is open to us wherever we may properly
be, or in whatever we may rightly do. We
are not only to serve God in our closcets and
other places of worship, but in our homes and
in all our secular callings. His service should
enter into all our business engagements.—
Watchman.

THE requirements of the service of God extend
to all the situations in which his servants are
authorized to be. Thus it is scripturally said,
“ Let them learn first to show piety at home,
for this is good and acceptable before God.”
And again, “Speak every man truth with his
neighbor.” Furthermore, ¢ For this is the will
of God, that no man go beyond and defraud
his brother in any matter.” Yet again, “ Ren-
der, therefore, to all their dues.” Also, “« Owe
no man anything, but to love one another.”
As also, “ What doth the Lord require of thee,
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to
walk humbly with thy God?” These are
among the requirements of the service of God
in daily life, which call for integrity and hon-
esty and generosity, as much as for praying
and psalm-singing.  We are not only to regard
ourselves as the servants of God in ecclesiastical
relations, but also in the wide world, where as
the true exponents of morality and every virtue
of life, we may serve God, who has required
our love to him only to exceed our love to
man.—>Sel.

LEer youwr failings moderate your censure of
others.
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The Ten Kingdoms.

(Concluded.)

Bur some may ask, Does not Gibbon name
Attila, as of equal importance with Alaric and
Genseric in the ruin of the Roman Empire?
We answer, Yes, and Gibbon therein states the
exact truth. Then it may be asked, Why not
allow the Huns a place among the ten king-
doms equally with the Visigoths and the Van-
dals? Wereply that the place of the Visigoths
and the Vandals among the ten kingdoms does
not depend upon Alaric and Genseric alone.
Suppose that at the death of Alaric the nation
of the Visigoths had left the Western Empire,
and had never entered its territories again, and
in a few years had ceased to have any distinct
existence as a nation, who would think for an
instant of counting them as one of the ten king-
doms of the Western Empire. No one, assur-
edly. But thisis precisely the case of the Huns,
then by what right ought they to be counted
as one? Plainly by no right. Attila, Alaric,
and Genseric were of equal note in hastening
the ruin of the Roman Empire, and they have
an important place in prophecy, but that place
is not in the prophecy of Daniel, it is in Rev.
8:7-11. Again it might be asked, Did not the
Huns do as much as any other people in weak-
ening the empire and hastening its downfall?
We answer, Yes. Then why may they not be
counted for that reason? Because that is not
reason enough. The prophecy says, “The
kingdom [Rome] shall be divided,” and that
into ten distinet kingdoms. Therefore the
question is not, Did the Huns, or any others,
weaken the empire? but, Did they divide it?
Did they divide from the Western Empire any
portion of its territory and establish there a
kingdom that remained? The only answer
that history gives is a decided, No. Then it is
certain that the Huns cannot of right have any
place among the ten kingdoms.

The evidence and the authorities which we
have now given would, doubtless, be considered
by all as sufficient to justify us in refusing to
the Huns a place in the list of the ten king-

doms. But these are not all that we have to
offer. In addition to these we have the pos-

itive evidence of Machiavelli himself, from
whom Bishop Chandler is said to have made
his list. From a casual reading some have
gupposed that Machiavelli himself named the
ten kingdoms as such. This, however, is not
the case, as appears from DBishop Newton’s
words. e says: “Machiavel, little thinking
what he was doing (as Bishop Chandler ob-
serves), hath given us their names.” It is
plain, therefore, that the responsibility for
Bishop Chandler’s list lies not with Machiavelli,
but with Bishop Chandler himself. Machiavelli
was a Florentine, who lived A. ». 1469-1527.
He wrote a history of’ Florence, and in the first
two chapters he very briefly sketched the bar-
barian invasions, and the fall of the Western
Empire, in which he, simply as a matter of
history, gave the names of the nations which
invaded the empire.

Now the question is, Was there in Machia-
velli's history sufficient evidence to justify
Bishop Chandler in setting down the Huns as
one of the ten kingdoms that arose on the fall
of Western Rome? We shall here insert all
that Machiavelli says directly about the Huns,
and it will be seen that it answers this question
in the negative. After mentioning the inroads
of the Visigoths, Burgundians, Alani, Suevi,
Vandals, and Franks, he says:—

“Thus the Vandals ruled Africa; the Alans
and Visigoths, Spain; while the Franks and
Burgundians not only took Gaul, but each gave
their name to the part they occupied; hence
one is called France, the other, Burgundy. The
good fortune of these brought fresh peoples to
the destruction of the cmpire, one of which,
the Huns, occupied the province of Pannonia,
situated upon the nearer [western] shore of the

Danube, and which, from their name, is still
called Hungary.

“The Huns, who were said above to have oc-
cupied Pannonia, joining with other nations, as
the Zepidi, Eruli, Taringi, and Ostro or Eastern
Goths, moved in search of new countries, and,
not being able to enter France, which was de-
fended by the forces of the barbarians, came
into Italy under Attila their king. . . .
Attila, having entered Italy, laid siege to Aqui-
leia, where he remained without any obstacle
for two years, wasting the country and dis-
persing the inhabitants. After the tak-
ing and ruin of Aquileia, he directed his course
toward Rome, from the destruction of which
he abstained at the entreaty of the pontiff, his
respect for whom was so great that he left
Italy and retired into Austria, where he died.
After the death of Attila, Velamir, king of the
Ostrogoths, and the heads of the other nations
took arms against his sons, Henry and Uric,
slew the onme and compelled the other with his
Huns to repass the Danube and return to their
country; whilst the Ostrogoths and the Zepidi
established themselves in Pannonia, and the
Bruli and the Turingi upon the farther [east-
ern] banks of the Danube.

“After the deaths of many emperors, the
Empire of Constantinople devolved upon Zeno,
and that of Rome, upon Orestes and Augustu-
lus hisson. . . . Whilst they were design-
ing to hold by force what they had gained by
treachery, the Bruli and Turingi, who after
the death of Attila, as before remarked, had
established themselves upon the farther bank
of the Danube, united in a league under Odo-
acer, their gencral.  In the districts which they
left unoccupied, the Longobards or Lombards,
also a northern people, entered, led by Gondogo
their king.  Odoacer conquered and slew Ores-
tes near Pavia, but Augustulus escaped. After
this victory, that Rome might with her change
of power also change her title, Odoacer, instead
of using the imperial name, caused himself to
be declared King of Rome.”—Chap. 1, par. 6, 7.

The bare facts here stated by Machiavelli
are clearly against the propriety of counting
the Huns among the ten kingdoms. He says,
(1) that the Huns occupied Pannonia, on the
western bank of the Danube; (2) that after
the death of Attila, the Ostrogoths and other
nations ¢“compelled Uric with his Iluns to re-
pass the Danube and return to their country;”
(3) that the Ostrogoths and Gepide established
themselves in Pannonia; (4) that the Heruli
and Turingi occupied the castern bank of the
Danube; (5) that when these latter went to
Ttaly they left their country wnoccupied; (6)
and then it was occupied by the Liombards.
So by this word, we have the Ostrogoths, the
Gepidee, the Heruli, the Turingi, and the Lom-
bards occupying all of Pannonia and both banks
of the Danube,—that is, all the country that had
been occupied by the Huns, and that is now
Hungary,—and the Huns gone back to their
own country on the shores of the Black Sea
and in the country of the Volga and the Don.
It is true, that he says the country on the west-
ern shore of the Danube “from their name is
still called Hungary;” but, even granting the
correctness of this statement, his whole narra-
tive shows that it is so called only from their
name and not from their continued occupation,
for in another place, when telling of the en-
trance of the Avars, A. p. 566, whom he calls
Huns, he repeats the statement that the Huns
after the death of Attila “returned to their
country.” It appears, however, from all the
other authorities which we have cited, that in
the matter of the name of Hungary, Machiavelli
is mistaken, that name coming from the Mag-
yars and not from the Huns.

Then where, in Machiavelli’'s history, or
within the bounds of the Roman Empire, did
Bishop Chandler find a kingdom of the Huns?
—He did not find them there at all, for Machia-
velli himself, in harmony with every other au-

thority on the subject, did niot place them there.
This also is confirmed by Muachiavelli:—

“At this time [the reien of Odoacer, A. D.
476] the ancient Roman Empire was governed
by the following princes: Zeno, reigning in
Constantinople, commanded the whole of the
Hastern Empire; the Ostrogoths ruled Mesia
and Pannonia; the Visigoths, Suevi, and Alans
held Gascony and Spain; the Vandals, Afriea;
the Franks and Burgundians, France; and the
Eruli and Turingi, Italy. The kingdom of the
Ostrogoths had descended to Theodoric, nephew
of Velamir, Leaving his friends the
Zepidi in Pannonia, Theodoric marched into
Italy, slew Odocer and his son, and . . .
established his court at Ravenna, and, like
Odoacer, took the title of King of Italy. .
The Lombards, as was said before, occupied
those places upon the Danube which had been
vacated by the Eruli, and Turingi when Odoacer
their king led them unto Italy.” —Chap. 2, par.
2510,

Here, then, is Machiavelli’s own list of the
princes and peoples who ruled in both the
Hastern and the Western Empire between A.
D. 476 and 493, and the Huns are not named
at all. By what right, then, did Bishop Chan-
dler number the IHuns as one of the ten king-
doms, and cite Machiavelli as authority for it ?
—By no right whatever. The good Bishop
made a mistake, that is all. And solely on the
authority of his name, the mistake has been
perpetuated now these one hundred and fifty-
eight years.

To these kingdoms as named by Bishop
Chandler, Bishop Lloyd affixed certain figures
as marking the date of their rise. We quote
Bishop Newton’s account of it. He says:—

“That excellent chronologer, Bishop Lloyd,
exhibits the following list of the ten kingdoms
with the time of their rise: (1) Iluns, about A. p.
356; (2) Ostrogoths, 377; (3) Wisigoths, 378;
(4) Franks, 407; (5) Vandals, 407; (6) Sueves
and Alans, 407; (7) Burgundians, 407; (8) Her-
ules and Rugians, 476; (9) Saxons, 476; (10)
Longobards began to reign in Hungary A. p.
526, and were seated in the northern parts of
Germany about the year 483.”

Why Bishop Lloyd should be given the title
of “that excellent chronologer,” we cannot im-
agine; for not more than half his dates are cor-
rect. Ile dates the Huns “about A. ». 356,”
whereas about A. . 356 they were away in the
depths of Scythia above the Caspian Sea; they
never crossed the Volga till about a. p. 374-75;
and their first appearance to the eyes of the
Romans was in A. p. 376. (Gibbon, chap. 26,
par. 12, 13.)

Ilc dates the Ostrogoths A. p. 377. If that
was intended to be the date when Alatheus and
Saphrax, with their army, crossed the Danube,
it is well enough, but in that case, his dating
the Visigoths in A. ». 378 is wrong, because
they crossed the Danube a year before, instead
of a year after, the Ostrogoths. DBesides this,
of the Ostrogoths who crossed the Danube in
A.D. 377, the last remains were slain January
3, A. 0. 401, while trying, under the leadership
of Gainas, to make their way back into the
countries beyond the Danube (Gibbon, chap.
26, par. 31, 32 compared with 32:5-T), and
therefore are not the Ostrogoths at all who
formed one of the ten kingdoms, those being
the main body of the nation, who submitted to
the Ilunsin A. p. 376, and regained their inde-
pendence at the battle of the Netad, A. p. 453.
(Id., chap. 26, par. 13, with 34 :5 and 35 :16.)

He dates the Franks A. p. 407, whereas their
“uninterrupted possession” of territory, and
monarchy, in Gaul, dutes from a. n. 351. (Id,
chap. 19, par. 20, with Note, and 38 : 3.)

He date: the rise of the Saxons A. ». 476, when
the fact is that they entered Britain, England,
in A. D449, and never left it. (Id., chap. 31,
par. 41, 42; 38 :33; Green’s England, chap. 1,
par. 17; Knight’s England, chap. 5, par. 6;

)
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chap. 2, sec. 3, par. 3; Encye. Brit., England,
History, par. 15).

He names the Lombards as “in the northern
parts of Germany about” A.D. 483, and began to
reign in Hungary A. p. 526. Whereas they
were in the northern parts of Germany “about
the time of Augustus and Trajan” (Gibbon,
chap. 42, par. 2), and were in Pannonia A. D.
453, and settled on the banks of the Danube
after the battle of the Netad the same year.
In the date A. ». 526, he is not so far wrong,
as, soon after that they had gained possession
of all Noricum and Pannonia.

“ Lyman's Historical Chart” gives the ten
kingdoms as follows :—

“Vandals, Alani, Suevi, Visigoths, Burgund-
ians, Franks, Saxons, Heruli, Ostrogoths, Lom-
bards.”

With the exception of the Alani, this is cor-
rect. But this sume chart says of them in A. .
418, “The Goths nearly exterminate them,”

and of those who escaped after the death of

their king, Gibbon says :—

“The remains of those Scythian wanderers,
who escaped from the field, instead of choosing
a new leader, humbly sought a refuge under
the standard of the Vandals, with whom they
were ever afterwards confounded.”—Chap. 31,
par. 38.

As this was only twelve years after they
crossed the Rhine, it is certain that the Alani
are not entitled to a place among the ten king-
doms.

After viewing thus the lists of the ten king-
doms as named by other men, we repeat, and
we believe we may do it with a stronger as-
surance, that the ten nations named by Gibbon
as the ones “ who established their kingdoms
on the ruins of the Western Empire,” are the
ones, and the only ones, that form the ten
kingdoms of the prophecy of Daniel 2:41-43,
and 7:7, 8, 19, 24.

For the convenience of the reader we shall
draw out here in tabulated form, the ten king-

doms as named by Gibbon, with the dates of

their entering the Western Empire, the places
of settlement, and the historical refercnces by
which names, dates, and places can be verified.

ALEMANNI, A. D. 351, Swabia, Alsace, and Lor-
raine. (Gibbon, chap. 10, par. 26; 12:20; 19:
20; 36 :5; 49 :22))

Frangs, A. 0. 361, N. B. Gaul. (Id., chap. 19,
par. 20; 36 : 5.

Buraunprans, December 31, A. . 406 (Id,,
chap. 30, par. 17); in Burgundy A. o. 420 (Id.,
chap. 31, par. 39).

Vanpars, December 31, A. p. 406 (Id., chap.
30, par. 17); in Spain A. D. 409 (chap. 31, par.
36); in Africa A. . 429 (chap. 33, par. 35).

Survi, December 31, A. p. 406 (Id., chap. 30,
par. 17); in Spain, A. ». 409 (chap. 31, par. 36).

Visicorus, A. D. 408 (1d., chap. 31, par. 2, 14);
in S. W. Gaul, A. ». 419 (chap. 31, par. 39); in
Spain A. p. 467 (chap. 36, par. 22; 38 : 2, 29).

SAXONS, A. D. 449, Britain. (Id., chap. 31,
par. 41, 42; 38 :33: Green’s England, chap. 1,
par. 17; Knight's England, chap. 5, par. 6.)

OSTROGOTHS, A. D. 433, in Pannonia (Gibbon,
chap. 35, par. 16); in Italy A. ». 489, final con-
quest A. D. 493 (chap. 39, par. 7, 8).

LomMBARDS, A. D. 453 in Pannonia and Nori-
cum, banks of Danube (Weber’s Universal His-
tory, sec. 180; Gibbon, chap. 42, par. 2; Encye.
Brit., art. «Lombards™); in Lombardy, A. p.
567--8 (Gibbon, chap. 45, par. 5-7; Machiavelli,
History ot Florence, chap. 1, 2).

HzeruLr, A. p. 475-6, in Italy (Gibbon, chap.
36, par. 28-33). J

WrosoEVER would be sustained by the hand
of God, let him constantly lean upon it; who-
socver would be defended by it, let him pa-
tiently repose himself under it.—Calvin.

«“Unto thee will I ery, O Lord my rock; be
not silent to me.” Psalm 28:1.

Certainty of Punishment.

It is not more certain that the righteous
shall inherit eternal life than it is that «the un-
righteous shall
God.” It is not more certain that there is
a glorious Heaven for the reward of Christian
virtue on earth than it is that there is a hell
for the punishment of unrepentant and un-
pardoned sinners. The attitude of God, as
revealed in his word, is one of intense opposi-
tion to sin, and of awful menace to the safety
of the sinner. He who fails to see this has not
read the Bible corrcetly. Human thought
never dwelt on more fearful language than that
of the Bible in respeet to sin, and also in re-
speet to sinners, if they shall leave this world
without making their peace with God. They
will find out at last that “sin, when it is finished,
bringeth forth death.”

What, then, should be the character of the
pulpit ministration of God’s word? How should
the minister preach that word? Should he
confine himself exclusively to those aspects of
God which relate to his benevolence and grace
as manifest in the gospel of Christ, and slur
over and virtually conceal those aspects of the
same God that relate to his law and his holiness
and justice as expressed therein? Should he
treat sin as a trifle, and give the sinner the im-
pression that he is in no special danger?
Should he keep ““the terror of the Lord” out
of sight? Should he be afraid to say ‘“hell,”
when the Bible says “hell 7 ?

These questions supply their own answer.
No minister is faithful to God, or to the audi-
ence to which he speaks, who does not, while
presenting Christ as “the way, the truth, and
the life,” also let the hearer know that he must
accept Christ as his personal Saviour, or suffer
the damnation of hell. Knowing the “terror
of the Lord,” and preaching that terror, as
well as the benevolence and mercy of God, the
minister will best imitate the example of Christ
and his apostles. There is no danger that sin-
ners will be frightened beyond the occasion for
fear. The real danger is that they will not so
see their peril as to flee for refuge while they
may to the hope set before them in the gospel.
The awful justice of God, the denunciations and
the threatenings of the Bible, as well as the
mercy of GGod, are in order on the preacher’s
lips.—Independent.

The Millennium.

THERE are some who too fondly anticipate a
millennium. There is a lack of information on
the progress of Christianity. The facts are mis-
stated daily in pulpits all over the country.
Ministers hesitate to present the worst side, for
fear of causing discouragement. They create
hopes that are never to be realized. We are
not at the dawn of the millennium. Compared
with the work to be done, the past is nothing.
Our children’s children for ten generations to
come must labor harder than we are doing to
accomplish the conversion of the world. The
world’s population is 1,500,000,000. Of these,
Christians number less than a third. Halfof'that
third belong to the Roman Catholic Church.
The Protestants number 113,000,000. They are
divided into 500 sccts.  And this number of their
strength includes, also, all the thieves, ex-con-
victs, the debased, besotted, the speckled and
streaked in Christendom. . . . Before us
we have the great problem—the 1,100,000,000
of pagans to convert to Christianity. That is
the solid rock that looms up in our path. Took
atit; see what work has been done in 1800 years,
and how much is yet to be accomplished. In
India, after more than a hundred years of mis-
sion work, we have 600,000 native converts and
2,000,000 Christians among 260,000,000 heath-
ens.  Can we remove that solid bowlder that is
as old as the hills? . . .

It is a big loaf to be leavened, and it has been

not inherit the kingdom of

a long time working. . Our Methodist
Church we think the most divine and ineftable.
We boast that we are going to conquer the world
and we come from our palaces and princely farms
and subscribe filty cents a head for the under-

taking. [“ That's so, that’s so,” replied several
voices.] It is a burning disgrace, that excites

pity and disgust. Here have we been our own
board of twelve Bishops and forty laymen in-
cubating for a week. Now we find that our
nest was filled with rotten eges, and a world is
waiting to be conquered. I'll say no more.—
Bishop Foster, before the Meihodist Missionary
Conference, November 9, 1885.

Modern Esaus.

WE have, in the person of Esau, a represent-
ative of a class found in almost every society.
The great charm of the patriarchal histories is
this: they show us human nature free from the
disguises of latter ages. Inthem we get a com-
plete picture, not only of their world, but Jacob
and Esau, of Oriental times, are living characters
of to-day. Their type and character is not one
that has died out and been replaced by others;
they still live in the nineteenth century. Who
does not know Esau? The Hsau of the nine-
teenth century is a fac-simile of the Esau of
Oriental times, still clad in skins and hunting-
traps, with a heavy bow and spear, much more
ready to use his strong limbs in the chase than
to bend his knee at the altar of prayer and con-
secration, his highest and only ambition being
“to make a good bag.”

Esau, as ever, is a hunter, and his eye is on
the game, and he seldom, if" ever, looks upward
to his God. Business, money and pleasure are
the things he hunts; he secks nothing higher.
He has heard, no doubt, of a glorious heritage,
a spiritual birthright; but he is altogether ab-
sorbed in something more to his taste. He may
be considered generous, ready to give alms and
show himself a good fellow in general, but his
spiritual birthright—ah! that can be had any
day for a mess of pottage. Hundreds, and even
thousands, are selling their birthright to-day.

What is this spirit of Esau? It is what is con-
demned in the word of God as worldliness—pur-
suing the world, its riches, honors, pleasures and
applauses, to the entire forgetfulness of that
which is to come—sacrificing the future for the
present. They say, “ Give me the pottage and
let him have the birthright—who cares for it ?
This is worldliness. This is the Hsau spirit
against which Christ speaks when he says,
“ What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole
world and lose his own soul?” The great sin
and folly of the present age is precisely this:
putting the prescent beiore the future. Money,
luxury, pleasure, financial success, and then, if
possible, the birthright. First with them is the
world, the present; this must be secured by all
means, and then, in odd moments and by side
efforts, try to secure that which is to come.—
Rev. J. P. Kester.

The Service of God.

TH1s service comprehends all that pertains
to seeking the honor and approbation of Gou
in all things; living unto God; embodying his
will and pleasure in our hearts and lives; striv-
ing to do all things whatsoever he has com-
manded. In something of a right understand-
ing of the case, the psalmist said, “ Then shall
I not be ashamed, when I have respect unto
all thy commandments.” The same spirit
breathes in the words of Philip Doddridge,

“My gracious Lord, I own thy right
To every service I can pay,
And call it my supreme delight
To hear thy dictates and obey.”
— Watchman.

Tury who degrade holy things, thereby de-
grade themselves.—Sel.
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California Camp-Meeting.

THIS meeting was the largest and the best camp-
meeting ever held in this State. Such is the uni-
versal verdict. Indeed, all said that it was the best
camp-meeting they had ever attended. It was lo-
cated just outside the limits of the city of Woodland,
in a field, which the owner, not an Adventist,
kindly granted free of charge. The Woodland
Water Company furnished water for the camp, free.
This was no small item in the saving of expense.
Very much smaller meetings, for one-half the time,
have often paid sixty dollars or more for water.
The Puget Sound Lumber Company also greatly
favored the camp, by kindly taking back, without
charge, all lumber that was not cut.

There were one hundred and eighty-five tents
pitched, and about eight hundred people camped on
the ground. There were more Sabbath-keepers who
attended, as some came to the first part of the meet-
ing and went home to allow others to come to the
Iast part; but the averace attendance wus about
eight hundred. The attendance from town was not
very large, except on the first Sunday. There would
have been more present the second Sunday if it had
not rained. Those who did attend were well pleased,
and the meeting seemed to leave a good impression
on the community.

During the thirteen days’ meeting there were
twenty-nine discourses, two regular Bible-readings,
besides several meetings for instruction in holding
Bible-readings, twenty children’s meetings, six
meetings of the Conference, four of the Tract and
Missionary Society, three of the Sabbath-school
Association, besides prayer and social meetings,
teachers’ meetings, ministerial examinations, and
class instruction in eanvassing, and in keeping
church, missionary, and Sabbath-school records.

The ministerial examinations were a new feature
in this Conference, but were highly appreciated by
all the ministers. The instruction given was most
valuable, and we believe that the introduction of
this feature will tend to greatly raise the standard
of the ministry. In this connection we may say
that there was never before so great a degree of
harmony and brotherly love among the ministers as
now. Never before was there so little of the spirit
of criticism as daring this mecting. The same may
be said of the rank and file. This certainly augurs
well for the future prosperity of the cause. During
the entire camp-meeting we heard not an impatient
word or an unkind allusion.

The business meetings were especially interesting.
They were the most profitable meetings held. Those
who stay away from business meetings, thinking
them uninteresting, deprive themselves of a great
blessing. We are thankful that there were not
many such at this camp-meeting. The business per-
taining to the Conference and Tract Society was
performed without the slightest discord. Tt was
specially noticeable that in these meetings the en-
tire congregation was often moved to tears. There
was never before so deep an interest taken in the
spread of the work, and the salvation of souls.

The addresses from Mrs. E. G. White, that were
read at different times, added greatly to the success
of the meeting. Her appeals for greater consecra-
tion and union had good effect; «nd as the nearness

of the end was vividly set before the people, an
increasing spirit of solemnity rested on the congre-
gation. The fact that probation for sinners will
soon end, and that the Lord is soon coming, seemed
more real to very many than ever before. Heart-
felt confessions were made, and as God’s tender
mercy as manifested in Christ, was set forth, many
were enabled to grasp by faith the living promises,
and to go free in the Lord. The most encouraging
feature was that almost from the first, individuals
at the meetings in various parts of the camp would
with tears of joy praise God for the blessing of sins
forgiven. There was marked evidence throughout
the camp that the Spirit of the Lord was working.

The children’s meetings were very profitable, and
the interest in them increased till the close. The
average attendance at these meetings was about
sixty. It was the aim of the leaders to give simple
instruction in the great principles of the gospel.
The little ones showed great interest in studyiny
the Bible to learn both faith and duty, and the
Spirit of the Lord made a deep impression on their
hearts. During the meetings twenty-eight children
gave their hearts to God, and there was every evi-
dence that they were intelligently and hopefully
converted. Several of these were baptized before
they left camp, and others who had to leave will be
baptized at home.

At three different times during the camp-meeting,
efforts in behalf of the unconverted and backsliders
were made in the large congregation. At each of
these times from one hundred and fifty to two hun-
dred came forward for prayers, and the most of
these were labored with personally. At such a
meeting on the last Sabbath, thirty-two arose in
response to an inquiry as to how many had resolved
at this meeting to keep the Sabbath. On the last
Monday of the meeting thirty-four were baptized,
and probably nearly as many more left the ground
designing to be baptized at home at the first oppor-
tunity. Among those baptiz-d was a young Chinese
convert, who has been keeping the Sabbath for sev-
eral months, having made considerable sacrifice to
do so. We believe that he is the only Chinese Sab-
bath-keeper in the United States.

The Sabbath-schools on the two Sabbaths were
interesting and profitable occasions. Lessons were
well learned by both old and young. The class con-
tributions for the two Sabbaths were $102.21.

The persons who were appointed to canvass for
periodicals during the meetings, did their work
well, and met with a good degree of success. The
number of subscriptions taken was 314, classified as
follows: For the SIGNS OF THE TIMES, 76; American
Sentinel, 53; Review and Herald, 19; Bible Echo,
22; Sabbath-School Worker, 72; Pacific Health
Journal, 72. The sales at the book stand amounted
to something over $700.

On Sunday morning, October 17, Elder Haskell
gave a little talk on the work in Australia, New
Zealand, and Central Europe, and a letter was read
from Brother W. C. White, giving an account of the
progress of the work in Russia, and of the imprison-
ment and release of Elder Conradi. The wants of
the cause in California were also briefly stated, and
then those who felt that it would be a pleasure to
assist the cause with their means, were asked to
pledge. Only a general call was made, and there
was absolutely no urging, yet in a short time over
one hundred thousand dollars was pledged for home
and foreign missions. There was one feature of
this movement that is worthy of note. Heretofore
the bulk of the money raised has been by the poorer
class, but these pledges were mostly by the more
wealthy. To be sure much of this amount was
pledged on condition of disposing of property, but
there was a strong determination expressed by the
wealthy brethren to sell, even at a sacrifice, and to
give not only of their means, but themselves to the
cause of God. These pledges were not made in a

burst of enthusiasm, but were the deliberate action
of cool-headed business men who knew what they
were about, and no one who knows the people of
California will doubt that every dollar pledged is
good. These men and women have been successful
in gathering together earthly treasure, and are now
determined to have treasure in Heaven.

Besides these pledges, quite an amount of cash
was contributed in small amounts by those who
could not pledge; an organ valued at $125 was do-
nated to the New Zealand Mission, $75 was con-
tributed towards buying an organ for the Australian
Mission, and a good cow was given to the San Fran-
cisco City Mission. These liberal contributions
were only the natural result of the good meetings
which had preceded, and of the conviction that the
end of sll things is at hand, and that God is now
saying to his servants, as to Moses of old, “Speak
unto the children of Israel that they go forward.”
At the close of this meeting the Doxology was sung
with a heartiness that showed that the people felt
blessed in the sacrifices which they had made.

Monday, October 18, baptism was attended to,
and ministers were appointed to their various fields
of labor. In the evening Elder A. T. Jones gave a
stirring half hour’s talk on National Reform as it
concerns Seventh-day Adventists. This was fol-
lowed by a praise meeting of an hour, after which
Brother R. 8. Owen was set apart to the work of the
gospel ministry, Elder Loughborough offering the
prayer, and Elder Haskell giving the charge. Then
the congregation united in singing, “All H.il the
Power of Jesus’ Name.” Thus closed a meeting
which will never be forgotten by at least a large
part of those who attended it, and whose influence
will be felt in the work until the saints meet in the
kingdom of God. w.

The Enemy of the Workingman.

THE following is the greater part of an editorial
of the San Francisco Chronicle, September 19, 1886,
on “Errors of the Labor Party.” It shows how
absolutely a man sells himself into slavery, and
pledges himself, his wife, and his children, to want,
when he joins one of those unions.

“The decision of the masons, plasterers, and carpen-
ters at Charleston to raise wages 50 cents to $1.00
a day in consequence of the increased demand for
labor resulting from the earthquake, illustrates the
tendency of unions to commit errors of policy when
they are not under intelligent guidance. Of course
the house owners of Charleston are less able than
ever to pay increased wages to labor, and thus the
result of the ill-advised proceeding of the unions
will be twofold—first, it will check the repairs of
injured buildings, and thus retard the recovery of
the city and protract the period of enforced idleness
among classes whose employment depends on a re-
sumption of business; and secondly, it will attract
to Charleston an influx of masons, plasterers, and
carpenters from other States, and in a little while
the supply of labor will be in excess of the demand
and wages will fall down lower than they were be-
fore the earthquake. Instead of helping the classes
whom the policy of the unions was designed to serve,
it cannot but injure them.

“Unions must be guided by broad, liberal, far-see-
ing principles of policy, or they will prove a curse
instead of a blessing. It is a serious matter for a
workman who has a wife and children dependent
on him to part with the control of his own actions
in favor of a body in which he is a mere unit. If
there is any danger that the plan of action which
he binds himself to pursue is going to be dictated
to him by a party of men who are not real working-
men, but are mere politicians and stump speakers—
who have no regular job to lose, and who calculate
to make their living as agitators, by levying assess-
ments on men who do work, then he had far better
not join any union at all. It is on him and not on
the union that the responsibility of teeding his wife
and children rests. It is nothing to the union if
they starve. It ought to be a good deal to him.

«“There is a man walking the streets of San Fran-
cisco to-day who until lately had a steady job in
one of the largest manufacturing establishments in
this city. He had held his job for thirteen years.
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He was a good, steady workman; his employers
thought well of him and paid him good wages.
One day there arose a dispute between these em-
ployers and a union of which he was a member, and
the union ordered him out. He had no quarrel with
his bosses, no complaint to msake, no grievance to
urge; but he had bound himself to obey the orders
of his union, and when it ordered him out he laid
down his tools and out he went. The controversy
lasted some weeks. When it was finally adjusted
the workman went back and asked for his old job.
He was told that his place had been filled by 2 man
from the East. The firm had contracts which they
were bound to fulfill under heavy penalty, and when
their old hands deserted them they sent East and
got new men. They could not now discharge these
to make room for hands that had left them of their
own free will. So this man—an honest, sober, in-
dustrious, competent workman—walks the streets of
San Francisco to-day with nothing to do. How his
family lives perhaps the neighbors could tell.

“Surely cases of this kind—and we are told that
the workman in question is one of 150 in the same
calling who are out of a job—ought to lead unions
and assemblies of labor to pause before they order
men out on strike on trivial grounds, or in the vain
pursuit of an object which cannot be attained. It
is a grand thing, no doubt, to be revenged upon a
orasping employer by leaving him without a work-
ing force just when he needs it the most to fulfill
his contracts. But revenge is a luxury in which
few can afford to indulge. It generally costs more
than it yields. If the employer needs his hands to
fulfill his contracts, the workman needs his employer
to feed his family. And this country is getting to
be so full of people that it is a good deal easier to
find a new workman than a new employer. An ad-
vertisement in a New York or a Chicago paper will
cause workmen to spring up by the thousand, eager
for steady work and ready to take the place of strik-
ers without the smallest regard for unions or Knights
of T.abor. Where the effect of a strike is merely to
transfer a steady job from a San Franciscan to an
Eastern man, how is the former benefited ?

“The great industrial machine is so complicated
that it cannot be trifled with without serious conse-
quences. Results flow from rash acts which their
authors did not for a moment foresee. The railway
hands on the Gould system of railways felt sure
that they were going to dictate terms to the man-
agers of the roads, or to stop their running—but
what is the result? The roads are running as usual,
and Sedalia and East St. Louis are full of hungry
children of railway hands out of a job. Looking
back over the causes which produced these results,
is it not time for workmen to insist on their execu-
tive assemblies going a little slow in ordering men
to throw up their jobs in order to assert a principle
which may be unsound or impracticable ?

«Unsuccessful experiment is expensive. While it
is being worked out to failure, men and women must
live, and they cannot live without work. It is dry
work chanting hymns to labor, with an empty
stomach.”

The real enemy of the laboring man is not the
employer, but the tyrannical managers, and the
scheming manipulators, of the despotic unions,
whose beck or nod he binds himself to obey. The
laboring man must have an employer, if it is not
himself it must be somebody else; the employer
must have workmen, or else his business comes to a
standstill; but the manager of the union has noth-
ing at stake, nor to do, but to maintain the power
and standing of the union, and by that his own
power, while he laughs in his sleeve at the real toil-
ing workingman, and grows fat on the assessments

and monthly dues of the order. J.

THERE is no one on earth who is beyond the reach
of temptation; consequently there is no one who is
beyond the possibility of falling into sin. The aged
saint who has long been an example “in word, in
conversation [daily manner of living], in charity, in
spirit, in faith, in purity,” may, if he ceases his
watchfulness, fall into the snare of the enemy.
Even the holy apostle Paul said that unless he kept
up the warfare with self continually, he should him-
self be a castaway.

When a good man falls into sin, it is no argu-
ment against Christianity, nor against its power
to purify the life; but it is an evidence of the weak-

ness of the flesh when the individual is not abiding
in Christ. There is no occasion for glorying over
such ones, or for regarding them as hopelessly lost.
“Thou standest by faith; be not high-minded, but
fear.”” “And they also, if they abide not still in
unbelief, shall be grafted in again; for God is able
to graft them in again.”

Morality of the Ten Commandments.

No WRITER in the Old Testament had more wisdom
from God imparted to him than had Solomon; and no
one gave a more emphatic testimony on the nature of
the commandments of God than he didin Eccl. 12 :13,
14. 1In other places, as in Prov. 28:9, he also spoke
decidedly on the subject. This text reads: “He that
turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his
prayer shall be abomination.” This shows that the
nature of the law is such that disobedience or neglect
of it vitiates all religion. The same is shown by a
text which we have quoted on another point, to mark
the distinction between the law and the offerings
and sacrifices, or ceremonials of religion. “Behold,
I will bring evil upon this people, even the frait of
their thoughts, because they have not hearkened unto
my words, nor to my law, but rejected it. To what
purpose cometh there to me incense from Sheba, and
the sweet cane from a far country ? your burnt offer-
ings are not acceptable, nor your sacrifices sweet
unto me.” Jer. 6:19, 20. Incense, offerings, sacri-
fices, prayers—nothing is acceptable to God from
those who reject his law.

This is directly contrary to the opinion expressed
by many at the present time. They affect to think
that God will hear their prayers and accept their
offerings notwithstanding they reject or neglect his
law. Nay, more, they say that our worship in this
dispensation is so much more spiritual and exalted
than that in the days of the patriarchs and prophets
that it is not only acceptable without regard to the
law, but is even more acceptable if the law is disre-
garded! We shall show, when we come to examine
the New Testament, how completely this position is
negatived by Christ and his apostles. TFor the pres-
ent we will notice but one statement of the apostle
Paul, in Rom. 6. He meets the point squarely by
raising the question: “Shall we sin [sin is transgres-
sion of the law] that grace may abound?” Does he
answer, Yes! neglect of the law is conducive to
grace under Christ? He says: “ By no means,” or,
“God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin [to
the violation of the law], live any longer therein?”
Christ removes his people from sin; saves them from
sin (Matt. 1:21;) saves them from walking contrary
to his Father’s revealed will. There is no intima-
tion in the Bible that he will save anybody in sin,
or answer their prayers if they turn away their ears
from hearing the law.

Ecel. 12 :13, 14 reads thus: “ Let us hear the con-
clusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his
commandments; for this is the whole duty of man.
For God shall bring every work into judgment, with
every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it
be evil.” Let us notice the relations presented in
this text.

It is an accepted truism that *“God is supreme
moral Governor.” To be a governor he must have
a Government; to have a Government he must have
a law, for there is no Government without law. In
the absence of law there is only confusion or anarchy.
The Scriptures abundantly teach—and reason ap-
proves—that God has exercised governmental con-
trol over man ever since the creation of the race.
Not that he compelled everybody to obey him. He
never did that; he does not now. He always left
man free to act, and held him responsible for his
actions. This is necessary where there is any free
agency, for without freedom to act no character
could be formed. All which goes to prove that God
has always had a law for the government of his

creatures. The opposite of this is an absurdity, and
a direct contradiction of the Scriptures.

As he is a moral governor his law is a moral law,
and asg he is supreme his law is a universal law. No
one can be found who is not amenable to hislaw un-
lesshe is outside of his jurisdiction—beyond the sway
of God’s authority. But that is impossible.

Can there be two moral laws? Yes, provided there
are two moral governors! Not otherwise. Hence,
if there are two moral laws, God is not supreme.
Again, if his moral law has been changed, morality
itself has been changed; man’s moral nature and
relations have been changed; and is it too much to
say that, in that event, God himself has changed?
We think not.

Now we will consider further the objection that
our religion is higher than that of the Old Testa-
ment, and that New Testament morality is above
that of the Old. When God says: “Be ye holy;
for T am holy,” can there be a higher standard of
holiness than this? And when he says if they will
keep his covenant—his law—they will be a holy
people, is not that proof that a holy character is
formed by obedience to his law? As there cannot
be two moral laws unless there are two supreme
moral governors, there can be but one rule for the
measurement ol morality. All moral characters are
formed according to that rule.

Two more important statements made by Solomon
remain to be noticed:—

1. That the commandments of God contain the
whole duty of man. As man is a moral agent, the:
above declaration proves that the commandmentsi
of God cover all moral obligation. Every relation
of man both to God and to his fellow-man, comes
within the province of that law of which Solomom
spoke. Types may give way, for these are not origi-
nal or elementary, but circumstantial. Memorials
may take the place of types; but no new moral re-
lation can be instituted. Our relation to the salva-
tion of Christ is exactly that of Adam when a Sav-
iour was provided for him; our faith is exactly that of
Adam when he accepted “the seed” of the woman
as the one appointed to bruise the head of man’s
seducer; it is that of Abraham to whom the gospel
promises were made, and who rejoiced to see the day
of Christ; it is that of Moses who “esteemed the
reproach ol Christ greater riches than the treasures
in Egypt;” and of all the ancient worthies who are
held up to us as examples of faith whom we do well
to follow.

2. On the authority of these commandments every
work shall be brought into judgment. That law
was no local affair; it was no temporary arrange-
ment; it was not limited to a few outward acts.
By it shall “every secret thing” be tested; it is a

discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
J.H. W.

The Michigan Camp-Meeting.

THE largest company of Sabbatarians ever as-
sembled since the days of the apostles, met upon the
camp-ground at Grand Rapids, Mich., from Sept.
20 to 28. This Conference contains about four thou-
sand members, over two thousand of whom attended
the camp-meeting. There were pitched upon the
ground over two hundred and fifty family and
church tents. Besides these, there were eight tents
varying in size from fifty feet in diameter to fifty
by seventy. These were occupied as bookstands,
dining-tents, and for special services. There was
preaching in the German and Scandinavian lan-
guages, besides the English. The preaching pavilion
where the general meetings were held was one
hundred feet wide, and one hundred and fifty feet
long. It was supported by three center poles and
twenty-five quarter poles. These were besides the
outside standards around the tent. When all of
our brethren were present they nearly filled this
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large tent; especially was this true on the Sabbath
when the friends met in Sabbath-school. The out-
side attendance was also good. Everything was
neatly arranged, and the preaching pavilion bore
tasty mottoes between the center poles and over the
preachers’ stand. In taking a view of the camp
from an elevation just back of it, one of the most
picturesque scenes that a person could imagine was
presented. It was like a large city of cotton houses,
and occasionally a large tent towering up here and
there might represent some meeting-house in a city
of as many inhabitants. There seemed to be har-
mony reigning throughout the entire camp.

The interests of the various associations and so-
cieties were considered, and instruction given in
different departments of the work at intervals dur-
ing the entire camp-meeting. The half past five
o’'clock meetings were well attended. Ministers’
meetings were also held each day at twelve. The
camp was divided into thirty-six districts, and at
eight o’clock each morning the families met at one
place in each district for family prayers. DBeside
this, the children from six to ten years of age met
under the charge of competent sisters who in-
structed them in the way of salvation. The youth
from ten to fifteen met at another place, and
the young men and women also had meeting by
themselves. It was seldom that many could be
found strolling around the ground at the hour of
morning worship. The attendance at the general
meetings was as good as at almost any camp-meet-
ing which we have attended this year.

On Sabbath there were two efforts made for the
unconverted and backslidden. In the forenoon
about two hundred came forward for prayers; in
the afternoon about three hundred. The congrega-
tion was so very large that all excepting those who
came forward were dismissed to their places of
morning worship, where they held district meetings.
Then the three hundred were divided up in the
large tent into ten companies, and ministers were
appointed as leaders. And thus personal labor was
had with each individual. Many gave their hearts
to God, some taking their stand for the first time to
keep God’s commandments. A large proportion of
those who came forward made a start for the first
time to seek God; very humble confessions were
made. Some who stood in good membership in
their churches made confessions of things which no
person knew excepting themselves, things which
would shut them out of the kingdom of God. God
came near by his Holy Spirit and it was a powerful
meeting. On Sunday the appearance of the weather
was such that the crowd from the city was not as
large as was anticipated in the morning. While
the preaching was going on under the great pavil-
ion, Mise Dr. Lindsay was speaking to the sisters on
the subject of health, in a fifty by seventy foot
tent.

Over one hundred students from the Battle Creek
College were present at the camp-meeting, and
special meetings were held for their benefit every
morning; a good interest was manifested, many be-
ing converted to God, and others who had made pro-
fession of religion before were aroused to make a
new start in the service of God. In their meeting
Monday morning ninety-six out of a congregation
of one hundred and three bore testimony in one
hour.

Much interest was taken in the subject of educa-
tion, and a large number of names was enrolled of
those who go from this camp-meeting to attend the
College. A call for means was made Monday fore-
noon, but as there was a heavy rain and muny of
the brethiren were preparing to leave for their homes
that day, there was only about $7,500 raised for the
general fund and $800 for their home work. About
seventy persons were baptized, while the students
concluded to be baptized at home. In many re-
spects this was a successful meeting. Many spoke

of the meeting as being the best one they had ever
attended. Seven brethren were ordained to the
work of the gospel ministry. It is evident that the
time is near at hand when God will pour out his
Spirit in an unusual manner, and such scenes as
were witnessed on the day of Pentecost will be
re-enacted. May God spare his people and help us
all to prepare for the outpouring of his Spirit.
8. N. H.

@he Missionary.

California Conference Proceedings.

TuEe first mecting of the fifteenth annual
session of the California Conference of Seventh-
day Adventists was held in connection with the
camp-mecting at Woodland, Cal., October 7,
1886, at 9 A. M. The President, Elder S. N.
Haskell, in the chair. Prayer was offered by
Elder H. A. St. John.

The following churches were represented by
delegates:—

Buarrough Valley, Dow’s Prairie, Duarte,
Burcka, Fairview, Ferndale, Fresno, Healds-
burg, Lakeport, Lemoore, Napa, Nevada City,
Oakland, Petaluma, Pleasant Grove, Placerville,
Reno, San Jose, Santa Rosa, St. Helena, San
Francisco, San Pasqual, Vacaville, and Wood-
land. The churches at Los Angeles, Norwalk,
and St. Clair failed to report.

On motion it was decided to waive reading
all but the resolutions of the minutes of last
session.

The churches at Euareka and Dow’s Prairie,
organized by Elder N. C. McClure, and the
churches at Virginia City, Mason Valley, and
Duarte, organized by Elder E. A. Briggs, were
received into the Conference.

Brethren Scott and Lia Rue were invited to
represent the Hawaiian Mission, and Brethren
Hare and Brighouse, New Zealand. They
spoke of the wants of the cause there, and
hoped that soon help would be sent to that
field.

Elder Haskell spoke of the lead that Califor-
nia had taken in providing for the missions in
the Pacific, and the need which the cause had
for more good workers to be sent to foreign
countries to organize and carry on the work
there.

On motion the chair appointed the following
commitiees:—

On Nominations, Wm. Saunders,
Grainger, and John Morrison.

On Resolutions, K. J. Waggoner, H. A. St.
John, and K. R. Jones.

On Credentials, J. N. Loughborough, Wm.
Healey, and N. C. McClare.

On Auditing, Wm. Saunders, Jos. Leininger,
F. V. Harmon, . P. Gray, Wm. Butcher, and
Ruel Stickney.

Adjourned to call of the chair.

SECOND MEETING, OCTOBER 8, 9 A. M.

Prayer by Elder N. C. McClure. Minutes of
last meeting read and approved. The Treas-
urer’s report being read, showed the total re-
ceipts for the Conference year ending Sept. 1,
1886, to be $§18,628.09, with a balance on hand
at the close of the year, of $5,124.32.

Interesting remarks were made by Elder
Haskell as to the need which we as a people
have of a more thorough consecration of our-
selves and our means to the work.

Elder Loughborough then read a letter from
Mrs. E. G. White, speaking of the advance-
ment of the cause in Huarope, and urging all to
renewed zeal in the cause of truth.

Adjourned to call of the chair.

THIRD MEETING, OCTOBER 10, 1886.

Opened by prayer.

The Committee on Resolutions presented the
following:—

Ww. C.

WHEREAS, The testimony of the Lord has ex-
plicitly spoken to the effect that it is the duty of
every one to pay to the Lord his tithe, and that none
are excused; therefore,

Resolved, That we promise henceforth to do our
duty in this respect, and that we will make every
proper effort to induce all within the reach of our
influence to pay an honest tithe.

WHEREAS, Our preaching _avilion is scarcely
large enough to accommodate the members that at-
tend our present camp-meeting, and we expect that
God is going to greatly bless this Conference in
bringing souls to the saving knowledge of the truth;

Resolved, That we request the Conference Com-
mittee to purchase before the next annual camp-
meeting a tent 100x150 feet in size.

WHEREAS, The Healdsburg College is prepared
to make good family tents at reasonable rates; and

WHEREAS, It is essential to our influence for good
that there should be neatness and a good degree of
uniformity in our camp-meeting tents;

Llesolved, That we recommend that all of our
brethren who desire to purchase tents should pat-
ronize our college factory, and that those who pre-
fer to rent tents should rent them of the Confer-
ence Committee.

All members of the Conference in good stand-
ing were invited to take part in the dciibera-
tions.

The first resolution, pertaining to the paying
of tithes, was quite freely discussed, and it was
shown that none should be excepted from the
privilege. The most dependent should be as-
sisted in some manner so that they will have
something to put into the treasury of the Lord.

The resolutions were then adopted and meet-
ing adjourned to call of the chair.

FOURTH MEETING, OCTOBER 11, 9 A. M.

The following resolutions were adopted:—

WHEREAS, It has ever been well-pleasing to God,
and according to his word, that laborers in his ciuse
should be special subjects of prayer by the churches
that send them out; and

WHEREAS, They greatly need the help and en-
couragement of such special remembrance at a
throne of Grace; therefore,

Resolved, That we recommend that all of our
brethren and sisters of this Conference regard Wed-
nesday of each week as a day of special prayer for
God’s blessing to rest upon ministers and laborers
of every class in both home and foreign missionary
work.

WHEREAS, The Testimonies have repeatedly
spoken upon the subject of the qualification of the
ministry; therefore,

Resolved, That we heartily indorse the recom-
mendation of the General Conference, that at the
annual session of each State Conference, some per-
son, or persons, be appointed by the committee to
examine all candidates for credentials or licenses,
as to their attainments, their habits of study, their
acceptance of the faith, what they have studied
during the preceding year, and to advise them with
regard to the same in the future.

The Committee on Credentials and Licenses
then submitted the following names for Creden-
tials: Wm. Healey, G. D. Ballou, E. A. Briggs,
Wm. Ings, A. T. Jones, G. W. Colcord, W. C.
White, J. N. Loughborough, J. D. Rice, E. J.
Waggoner, N. C. McClure, H. A. St. John, E.
R. Jones, and E. P. Daniels.

The report was accepted and all granted cre-
dentials as recommended.

Meeting adjourned to call of the chair.

FIFTH MEETING, OCTOBER 14, 9 A. M.

Prayer by Elder E. R. Jones.
The following resolutions were then intro-
duced and adopted:—

Resolved, That the announcement of the trial
and imprisonment of our brethren in Tennessee,
calls for our hearty sympathy and prayers, and that
while we remember those in bonds as bound with
them, we will do our part in rendering them what-
ever material assistance they may require; and
further,

Resolved, That we regard this proceeding on tle
part of the Tennessee courts as a warning to us that
our time for work is short, and that we will heed
this warning by making such consecration of our-
selves and our means to the cause of God as will
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bring the blessing of God, and fit us for whatever
labor or suffering may be required of us.

1t was voted that a copy of the two preced-
ing resolutions be telegraphed to the brethren
in Tennessce.

WHEREAS, In the providence of God the College
at Healdsburg has been established for the special
purpose of preparing persons to be efficient workers
in all branches of his cause, and as competent
teachers have been secured to give instruction on all
points, and especially on the Tract and Missionary
work in its different parts; therefore,

Lesolved, That our ministers and people in this
Conference should seck out worthy persons of abil-
ity, and urge them to attend the school, that they
may receive such training as will enable them to do
missionary work wherever they may be called to
labor, in a manner that will be pleasing to the Lord
and approved of his people.

WHEREAS, Experience has demonstrated that
those students at Healdsburg College who have
been under the discipline of the Students’ Home
have attained far greater success in forming right
habits of labor and study than those who bhave not
had the benefit of such influence; therefore,

Resolved, That we heartily indorse the resolution
contained in the last annual catalogue, requiring
all students from abroad to board at the Home, un-
less attended by their parents or legal guardians.

WHEREAS, The giving of quite full reports of
our general camp-meetings, in the leading daily
papers, is an efficient means of getting important
truth before the people;

Resolved, That we recommend that before the
next camp-meeting such steps be taken by the
members of this Conference as will secure this re-
sult.

WHEREAS, The General Conference has at great
expense, and with the exercise of much care, pre-
pared a new Hymn and Tune Book which is amply
sufficient to meet the wants of our people in this
respect, under all circumstances; therefore,

Resolved, That we heartily recommend this book
to all our brethren, and that we urge the individual
members of every company in this Conference to
purchase and use this book, that there may be uni-

formity in this important branch of the worship of

God.

The Committee on Credentials and Licenses
made the following additional report, which
was adopted as recommended:—

For credentials, Elder Join Fulton; for ordi-
nation and credentials, R.S. Owen; for licenses,
Philip Kent, Frank T. Liamb, Jasper G. Smith,
Andrew Brorsen, Robert Hare, S. Thurston,
and J. D. Morton.

Committee on Nominations presented the
following: For President, Elder S. N. Haskell;
Exccutive Committee, J. N. Loughborough, S.
Brownsberger, C. H. Jones, and N. €. McClure;
for Secretary, E. A. Chapman; for Treasurer,
Pacitic Press; for Camp-meeting Committee,
C. 1. Jones, G. A. Baker, B. J. Church, G. D.
Hager, and Geo. W. Mills.

Elder Haskell called Tlder Lioughborough to
the chair, and pleaded hard to be relieved from
the office of President of the Conference, but
his reasons did not appear conclusive to the
delegates, and met with no response.

This report was accepted, the names consid-
ercd separately, and the nominces elected.

Elder A. T. Jones then spole of the imprison-
ment of the brethren in Tennessece and said
that we had arrived at a time when the same
persecutions might be looked for in other places
and we should be preparing and consecrating
ourselves for whatever we might be called upon
to bear. It was then moved that the Secretary
correspond with the President of the Tennessee
Conference as to the means that can be used to
assist the brethren there.

It was moved by Elder A. T. Jones that the
delegates to the General Conference be selected
by the Conference Committee, and that they
be instructed to use their vote and influence
with that body to have a test case in regard
to the Sunday law taken before the United
States Supreme Court. This was unanimously
adopted.

Adjourned to call of the chair.

SIXTH MEETING, OCTOBER 18.

Prayer by Elder J. N. Loughborough. The
following additional resolution was then offered
and adopted:—

Resolved, That every church should require its
tithe collector to visit or correspond with each
member of the church, on or near the first of every
month, for the purpose of collecting tithe.

It was then moved by Elder E. J. Waggoner
that the Conference express its thanks to Mrs.
Beamer for the use of the camp-meocting
grounds, to the Woodland Water Co. for the
free use of water, and to the Puget Sound
Lumber Co. for lumber used; and also that a
copy of this resolution be published in the
Woodland Daily Democrat.

The Committee on Credentials and Licenses
presented the additional names of L. A. Scott
and . C. Palmer for ministerial licenses, which
were granted as recommended.

Adjourned sine die.

S. N. HASKELL, Pres’t.

E. A. CaarmAN, Sec’y.

The Work in Russia.

On the 29th of June Elder Conradi started
for Russia. At Odessa he was met by Brother
Perk, and together they began to visit the
Sabbath-keepers in Southern Russia. Wher-
ever they went there was a great interest man-
ifested to hear the trath. So busily were they
engaged in their work that not many letters
were written, and we can give but few particu-
lars about their work up to the 1st of August,
when it was very unexpectedly and suddenly
cut short. Then they were both arrested on
the charge of teaching Jewish heresy, and were
thrown into prison. Although they were impris-
oned the 1st of August, it was not until the 12th
that we received at Basel a very imperfectly
transmitted telegram, stating the fuct. A few
days later a letter was received signed by five
of the German brethren giving some of the par-
ticulars with reference to the meetings held by
these brethren, and their arrest. From their
letter we take the following statements:—

“After having had, through the grace of God,
our dear Brother Conradi almost three weeks
among us, he has been taken from us and
thrown into prison. At his request we wrile
to you how these things happened, for heis not
allowed to write.  Wednesday, July 14, he
went to Katisch among Baptist brethren, where
he had t(wice before held meetings.  Friday
morning, in company with two brethren, he
came to us. After much conversation, with

joy, we went the same day to Japautchi, where

we had a meeting with the brethren the same
evening, and we rejoiced in the good instruc-
tion which we received.

“Sabbath morning also there was a meeting,
and in the afternoon Brother Conradi gave us
Sabbath-school lessons. . . . In the even-
ing we invited all the neighbors in the village,
and our meeting was well attended. Brother
Conradi preached with eloquence on the pres-
ent truth. Many were convinced, and went
home in silent meditation. Sunday we held
another meeting which was still better at-
tended. After the mecting a teacher invited
Brother Conradi to go to another village to
preach there. If Brother Conradi could not
2o, he promised to visit him with a certain
preacher; but alas, when he heard Brother
Conradi preach that to brealk the Sabbath was
as great a sin as to transgress the other com-
mandments, he became offended, and we think
that he and the preacher he mentioned, took
part in the treachery against Brother Conradi.

“Sunday afternoon I returned home full of

hope for the future. Brother Conradi remained
and held meetings every cevening. The next
Sabbath we all assembled again; also the breth-
ren of Berdebulat.  Meetings were held Friday
evening and Sabbath morning. A brother and

bis wife from the Mennonites kept the Szbbath
with us, and many others were convinced and
inclined to keep the Sabbath. In the afternoon
we had Sabbath-school, where we said our les-
sons as far as we understood them. In the
evening Brother Conradi preached with power.
The meeting was well attended, and many
prayers were offered with tears. In our prayers
we remembered also our friends, and may God
put it more and more into our hearts to bring
the light of truth, the message of the third an-
gel, before our friends. During the meeling
two windows were broken by enemies. This
caused some fright and disturbance, but the
mecting went on with blessings.  Sunday morn-
ing was the last meeting in Japautchi. In the
afternoon Brother Conradi went to Westheim,
where there was a sister who wished to be bap-
tized. In the evening he was invited to an-
other village, where he went in company with
several brethren, and held a meeting in the
house of the man who had invited him to the
village. The next weck he went to visit two
brethren in Avell and held two or three meet-
ings there.  Friday noon he went to Berdebulat,
where he again explained the rules of faith,
above all our duty to be faithful toward God,
to one another, and to the community; and all
this with proofs from the Scripture.

“So it came about that Sabbath afternoon
we were organized as a congregation of nine-
teen members. But just as we were celebrat-
ing the ordinance of humility, by washing one
another’s feet, a policeman entered, and sum-
moned our brethren and Brother Conradi and
Perk to appear at court, after having taken our
passports.  On the day following our brethren
of Berdebulat had to go with them to Perekop,
where Brethren Conradi and Perk were im-
prisoned without cause. Our brethren came
home with sorrow after having cousulted a
lawyer. The lawyer advised us to pledge our
property as security that he would appear be-
fore the court at the appointed time. We did
all in our power. Two days later we were
again at Perckop but everything was refusced
us. We were not even permitted to talk with
him. At last, however, we obtained the priv-
ilege of a few minutes conversalion in Russian,
in presence of a Russian officer.  Then Brother
Conradi told us that we should inform you of
his situation; that we should write in his behalf
to the American Consul; that we should greet
all the {riends; and that we should be peacea-
ble and full of love to everybody, for the Sav-
iour, said he, will end all things well. These
things Brother Conradi spoke in German, and
Brother Perk had to translate all in Russian to
the officer and to me. Then I took leave with-
out being allowed to speak a word in German.
My heart has spoken many things but only with
God. Hearty greetings to you, dear brethren,
in the Lord.  We help our Brother Conradi to
the extent of our ability, just as you do. Re-

joice, for the work of the Lord goes forward.

Soon we hope to see Brother Conradi again and
will give you further news. Your brethren in
the Liord.”

As fast as information was received from
Russia with reference to Elder Conradi’s situa-
tion, Blder Whitney communicated the facts to
the Amcrican Minister at St. Petersburg.  The
minister, Mr. Liathrop, promised to do all that he
could for Brother Conradi’s relief, but told us
that great patience might be required, as the
action of the foreign office was very slow. On
the 18th of August, we received letters from
lilder Conradi, written on the 1st and the 4th,
and which had no doubt been detained a con-
siderable time by the officers whose duty it was
to examine them. In these, Brother Conradi
stated that their situation was anything but
pleasant. They were confined in a common

jail; but as the officer was friendly they were

allowed to keep their own clothing. After
sleecping three nights on the hard floor the
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brethren were allowed to send them some coats,
with which to make a bed. They were also
allowed to purchase some food in addition to
the regular prison fare. From this date until
September 10, we were able to obtain no defi-
nite information, and we had no assurance that
our letters reached their destination. This pain-
ful suspense seemed unendurable, and although
we had but little idea as to what could be ac-
complished, it was decided that a brother should
be sent to ascertain the true facts as to the sit-
uation of these brethren, and to do whatever
was possible for their relief. In accordance
with this plan, Brother Oscar Roth, of Trame-
lan, one of our most successtul colporters, a man
of much business experience who speaks both
the German and the French, was selected to
go upon this painful and uupromising mission.
He left Basel August 31.

The American newspapers of August 27 state
that «“ Conradi the American who was recently
arrested at Simferopol, in the Crimea, has been
released and ordered to leave Russia immedi-
ately.” This, however, was a false rumor. But
on the 10th of September Brethren Conradi
and Perk were both released, and Brother
Conradi sent a telegram to us at Basel announc-
ing the fact. In a letter from Odessa, wri- ten
September 16, Elder Conradi says:—

“Since leaving the prison, the Lord has
blessed us much in visiting the friends; the
seed which has been sown is bearing fruit al-
ready. After being released, I sent you a dis-
patch Friday morning, announcing our deliver-
ance. Then we hired as good a rig as we could
get, and after a tedious ride on an old lumber
wagon, we reached our friends at Berdebulat,
about five p. m. About seven o’clock I met
Brother Roth, who then came from the post-
office, sad and cast down. Oh, what joy to all
when we met! It seemed a wonderful deliver-
ance. Later, five of the brethren came from
Japautcehi, and we spent the Sabbath together
talking over the missionary work. Six here
have joined the Tract and Missionary Society.
Four promised to go forward in baptism. Even-
ing after the Sabbath we drove fiftcen miles to
Westheim. From there we went to Japautehi,
where we met by appointment our brethren
from Avell, thirty miles south, and a Baptist
and his wife who had commenced to obey the
truth since we were imprisoned. Our meeting
continued till after midnight. Here we talked
about the Tract and Missionary work and re-
ceived two more members. In the afternoon,
at the request of the Mennonite brethren 1
visited their meeting, and told them my experi-
ence. I never had so many friends in Japaut-
chiasnow. My accusers have bitterly repented
of their action already. Then we went to
Timirbulat, where five have promised to unite
with us by vote, and two by baptism. Monday
morning we drove twenty-five miles to Biden,
where the most of our brethren at Milltown,
Dakota, once lived, and where many of their
relatives still reside. Next morning we went
to Nikkebash, where one promised to obey the
truth, and then to Avell where several more
joined our Tract and Missionary Society, and
four promised to be baptized. Wednesday
morning a brother took us twenty-five miles to
Eupatoria, where we took the steamer for this
place.

“Since arriving here I have seen the Ameri-
can Consul. He was very friendly, and said
that some here thought that I would go
to Siberia; that my deliverance was brought
about through the ir "ervention of the Ameri-
can Minister at St. Petersburg, who, after writ-
ing to the Foreign Minister of Russia, went
personally and told them that I was not a Jew
but a Christian. Truly the Lord has been
merciful unto us, and has wrought in our be-
half.

“There are now forty-five Subbath-keepers in
Crimea; twenty-four of these are church mem-

bers. Hight are ready to join by vote, and
twelve are waiting to be baptized. Twenty-
three have joined the Tract Socicty. I expect
Brother Wonnebere will baptize next Sabbath.
I must be absent at such oceasions, tor the pres-
ent at least, to avoid further trouble. Up to the
present time I know of seventy-five Sabbath-
keepers in Russin.  As soon as he can get the
bools, Brother Perk will engage in colporter
work. After visiting Brother Liaubhan at Sara-
tov I shall return to Buasel. I am now plan-
ning to return by the 15th of October. I am
anxious to get to Basel as soon as possible to
help in getting out books. We must have books
for our colporters, books that they can sell
and support themselves in the work.”

In a letter written two or three days later
Brother Conradi sends an order for a large box
of books, and says that they are determined to
give the canvassing work a thorough trial.

We cannot close this account of the work in
Russia without calling the attention of our
brethren to the means by which the knowledge
of the truth reached these brethren in Russia.
Here are seventy-five or more persons keeping
the Sabbath, and up to the time of Brother
Conradi’s visit, none of them had ever seen a
Seventh-day Adventist minister, but had em-
braced the truth from reading books, papers,
and tracts sent to them by their friends in
America. This should be a great enconrage-
ment to those who have friends in the countries
of Kurope, to send them the reading matter.
The seed sown may not always bring forth so
bountifully as this, but it will have its influence,
and not until the great harvest day will it be
known whether it has yielded thirty-fold, sixty-
fold or one hundred-fold. W. C. WHITE.

The Fall Camp-Meetings in Minnesota.

Four camp-meetings have been held in Min-
nesota this season, one in May at Wadena, in
the northern part of' the State, a general meet-
ing at Minneapolis in June, and two in Sep-
tember. The first of the fall meetings was held
at Owatonna, September 8-13, for the special
benefit of our Southern churches. Owatonna
is a beautiful place of perhaps two thousand
inhabitants of a very quiet, respcctable, and
intelligent class. The location is a favorable
one for such a meeting, being easy of access
to all.

Some churches were well represented at the
meeting while others were not. About thirty-
five smull tents, two congregation tents, and
the book tent comprised the camp, which was
pitched in a pleasant spot in the border of the
town. The attendance of the residents was
quite good, though it would doubtless have been
much better had it not been for the cool and
unfavorable weather which prevailed almost
the entire time. A tent meeting had been
held there the pust summer by Elders Schram
and Gregory, which resulted in quite an exten-
sive interest and about twenty-five embracing
the present truth.

All the Conference laborers located in this
part of the State were present and participated
in the labors of the meeting. We also ¢ joyed
the assistance of Brother W. W. Sharp, of Wis-
consin. There was a disposition on the part of
all to make the meeting a profitable one by
drawing near to God. Our prayers were heard
and the Lord came near to us with his precious
blessing, especially so on the Sabbath, when
there was a united move to seek God; ministers
and people realized their needs and all pressed
to the seats set apart for those who, either for
the first time or anew, wished to obtain an
evidence of the divine blessing. Many gave
themselves more fully to the Lord and his
service, and with quite a large number it was
their first step in the ways of present truth.

Notwithstanding the fact that the weather
was quite cool and the preparations to meet it

were inadequate, all felt it was good to be there,
and the meeting proved a success. The work
in Owatonna was more fully developed and
since then the friends have secared a church
and lot at small cost in a very favorable location,
and we have reason to thank God for the work
there and to hope that it may become perma-
nent and to his glory. Monday several were
baptized.

Two weeks later a meeting was held at Sauk
Centre, over one hundred miles northwest of
Minneapolis. Here also a tent meeting had
been held by Brethren E. A. Cuartis and A. S.
Coon.  About twenty-five have taken their
stand upon the platform of present truth and
a good interest to hear was still muintained.
The grounds occupied were the same as last
year, only two or three blocks from the center
of the town. The meeting was not as large as
last year nor quite as large as the one at Owa-
tonna reckoning only our own people, but the
outside attendance was better. The tent was
well filled each evening and many came in the
day-time also.

On account of the lateness of the season good
preparations were made to meet the cold, and
they proved to be timely, for the first night a
heavy storm prevailed and the weather turned
quite cold. It was necessary to lower both
large tents and in the morning they were frozen
so stiff that it was difficult to raise them. A
strong northwest wind was blowing and as we
were out in an open ficld the prospect was
somewhat discouraging. But we succeeded in
raising one of the tents and by putting two
walls around it, plenty of straw and two large
stoves in it, there was an end of discomfort.
We prayed for fuvorable weather, and through-
out the remainder of the meeting it was all we
could desire.

The nature of the meeting was similar to
that at Owatonna. Some thought our Sabbath
meeting even better. Over one hundred ve-
quested prayers and renewedly conscerated
themselves to God's service. During both of
these meetings the Scandinavian brethren en-
joyed the labors of Brother Liewis Johnson.
One mceting was held each day in the inter-
ests of the Sabbath-school work. Talks were
given on various methods of work and an op-
portunity was given for those who wished to
do 80 to subseribe toward the church building
at Minneapolis. Subscriptions amounted to
about $600. There is no doubt of the profit-
ableness of these meetings though many were
deprived of these privileges by home cares, as
the season is a busy one. God has blest us in
many ways this year. Our tent efforts have
mostly been successful. There are abundant
openings for labor. Crops were good, in many
places bountiful. To the friends of the cause
in Minnesota I would say, God is good; let us
put on the armor anew, and work for him
during the few remaining hours. The night
cometh and also the day. How blest it will be
to be found earnestly doing our Master’s will.

Bight were baptized at this meeting and
several others both here and at Owatonna will
soon improve another opportunity to go for-
ward in this rite. G. C. TENNEY.

Tae revelation of the divine person and life
in Jesus is the central idea of the Messianic sys-
tem. This is the ultimate answer to science, to
literature, to reason, to the imagination, and to
the impulses in scarch of God. And the amaz-

(ing fact to all héalthy thinkers is that which as-

tonished Jesus—that men in religion cannot lay
aside speculation and controversy, aimless spir-
itual castle-building, and bring to Christianity
the practical tests which they apply in all other
practical concerns.  “Have I been so long time
with you, and yet hast thou not known me,
Philip?” The rebuke admirably fits tbe mod-
ern agnostic as well as the modern visionary.
—Sel. '
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NOTES ON THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON.

Thomas Convinced.

(November 7—John 20 :19-31.)

WHEN the two disciples returned from Em-
maus, they told to the other disciples their
story of how the Lord had opened their eyes,
and revealed to them the straicht chain of
prophecy which reached from the days of the
patriarchs to that time, and foreshadowed all
that had transpired regarding their Saviour.
The company heard this report in breathless
silence. Some were inspired with new faith;
others were incredulous. Suddenly Jesus him-
gelf was in their midst. His hands were raised
in blessing, and he said unto them, “ Peace be
unto you.”

“« Bur they were terrified and affrighted, and
supposed that they had seen a spirit. And he
said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and
why do thoughts arise in your hearts? Behold
my hands and my feet, that it is I myself; handle
me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and
bones, as ye see me have. And when he had
thus spoken, he showed them his hands and
his feet.”

THERE they beheld the feet and hands marred
by the cruel nails; and they recognized his
melodious voice, like none other they had ever
heard. “And while they yet believed not for
joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have
ye here any meat? And they gave him a piece
of a broiled fish, and of an honey-comb. And
he took it, and did eat before them.” Faith
and joy now took the place of doubt and unbe-
lief, and they acknowledged their risen Saviour
with feelings which no words could express.

JEsus now expounded the Scriptures to the
entire company, commencing with the first
book of Moses, and dwelling particularly on
the prophecy pointing to the time then present,
and foretelling the sufferings of Christ and his
resurrection. “And he said unto them, These
are the words which T spake unto you, while
I was yet with you, that all things must be
fulfilled, which were written in the law of
Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms,
concerning me. Then opened he their under-
standing, that they might understand the
Scriptures. And said unto them, Thus it is
written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer,
and to rise from the dead the third day; and
that repentance and remission of sins should
be preached in his name among all nations, be-
ginning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses
of these things.”

TaE disciples now began to realize the nature
and extent of their commission. They were
to proclaim to the world the wonderful truths
which Christ had intrusted to them. The
events of his life, his death, and resurrection,
the harmony of prophecy with those events,
the sacredness of the law of God, the mysteries
of the plan of salvation, the power of Jesus
for the remission of sins—to all these things
were they witnesses, and it was their work to
make them known to all men, beginning at
Jerusalem. They were to proclaim a gospel of
peace and salvation through repentance and
the power of the Saviour. At the first advent
of Jesus to the world, the angel announced:
Peace on earth, and good-will to men. After
his earthly life was completed, he came forth
from the dead, and, appearing for the first time
to his assembled disciples, addressed them with
the blessed words, “ Peace be unto you.”

JEsus is ever ready to speak peace to souls

i

that are troubled with doubts and fear. This
precious Saviour waits for us to open the door
of our heart to him, and say, Abide with us.
He says, “Behold, I stand at the door, and
knock; if any man hear my voice, and open
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with me.” Our life i3 a con-
tinual strife; we must war against principalities
and powers, against spiritual wickedness, and
foes that never sleep; we must resist tempta-
tions, and overcome as Christ overcame, When
the peace of Jesus enters our heart, we are
calm and patient under the severest trials.

Tur resurrection of Jesus was a sample of
the final resurrection of' all who sleep in him.
The risen body of the Saviour, his deportment,
the accents of his speech, were all familiar to
his followers. In like manner will those who
sleep in Jesus rise again. We shall know our
friends even as the disciples knew Jesus.
Though they may have been deformed, dis-
eased, or disfigured in this mortal life, yet in
their resurrected and glorified body their indi-
vidual identity will be perfectly preserved, and
we shall recognize, in the face radiant with the
light shining from the face of Jesus, the line-
aments of those we love.

TuE death of Jesus had left Thomas in blank
despair. His faith seemed to have gone out in
utter darkness. IHe was not present in the
upper chamber when Jesus appeared to his dis-
ciples. He had heard the reports of the others,
and had received copious proof that Jesus had
risen, but stolid gloom and stubborn unbelief
closed his heart against all cheering testimony.
As he heard the disciples repeat their account
of the wonderful manifestation of the resur-
rected Saviour, it only served to plunge him in
deeper despair; for if Jesus had really risen
from the dead, there could be no farther hope
of his literal earthly kingdom. It also wounded
his vanity to think that his Master would re-
veal himself to all his disciples but him; so he
was determined not to believe, and for an en-
tire week he brooded over his wretchedness,
which seemed all the darker as contrasted with
the reviving hope and faith of his brethren.

DurinGg this time he frequently, when in
company with his brethren, reiterated the
words, “Except I shall see in his hands the
print of the nails, and put my finger into the
print of' the nails, and thrust my hand into his
side, I will not believe.”” He would not sece
through the eyes of his brethren, nor exercise
faith which was dependent upon their testi-
mony. He ardently loved his Lord, but jeal-
ousy and unbelief took possession of his mind
and heart.

THE upper chamber was the home of a num-
ber of the disciples, and every evening they all
assembled in this place. On a certain evening
Thomas decided to meet with his brethren; for
notwithstanding his unbelief, he cherished a
faint hope, unacknowledged to himself, that the
good news was true. While the disciples were
partaking of their usual meal, and meanwhile
canvassing the evidences of the truth of their
faith which Christ had given them in the proph-
ecies, “then came Jesus, the doors being shut,
and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto
you.”

HEe then reproved the unbelieving who had
not received the testimony of those who had
seen him, and, turning to Thomas, said, ¢ Reach
hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and
reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my
side; and be not faithless, but believing.”
These words showed that he had read the
thoughts and words of Thomas. The doubting
disciple knew that none of his companions had
seen Jesus for a week, and therefore could not
have told the Master of his stubborn unbelief.

He recognized the person before him as his
Lord who had been crucified; he had no desire
for farther proof; his heart leaped for joy as he
realized that Jesus was indeed risen from the
dead. He cast himsell at the feet of his Master
in deep affection and devotion, crying, “My
Lord and my God.”

Jesus accepted his acknowledgment, but
mildly rebuked him for his unbelief: “Thomas,
because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed;
blessed are they that have not seen, and yet
have believed.” Jesus here showed Thomas
that his faith would have been more acceptable
to him if he had believed the evidence of his
brethren, and had not refused to believe until
he had seen Jesus with his own eyes. If the
world should follow this example of Thomas,
no one would believe unto salvation; for all
who now receive Christ do so through the testi-
mony of others.

Many who have a weak and wavering faith,
reason that, if they had the evidence which
Thomas had from his companions, they would
not doubt as he did. They do not realize that
they have not only that evidence, but additional
testimony piled up about them on every side.
Many who, like Thomas, wait for all cause of
doubt to be removed, may never realize their
desire as he did, but gradually become en-
trenched in their unbelief, until they cannot
perceive the weight of evidence in favor of
Jesus, and, like the skeptical Jews, what little
light they have will go out in the darkmness
which closes around their minds. 'I'o reject the
plain and conclusive evidences of divine truth,
hardens the heart, and blinds the understand-
ing. The precious light, being neglected, fades
utterly from the mind that is unwilling to re-
ceive it.

JEsus, in his treatment of Thomas, gave his
followers a lesson regarding the manner in
which they should treat those who have doubts
upon religious truth, and who make those
doubts prominent. He did not overwhelm
Thomas with words of reproach, nor did he
enter into a controversy with him; but, with
marked condescension and tenderness, he re-
vealed himself unto the doubting one. Thomas
had taken a most unreasonable position, in
dictating the only conditions of his faith; but
Jesus, by his generous love and consideration,
broke down all the barriers he had raised.
Persistent controversy will seldom weaken un-
belief, but rather put it upon self-defense, where
it will find new support and excuse. Jesus,
revealed in his love and mercy as the crucified
Saviour, will wring from many once unwilling
lips the acknowledgment of Thomas, “My
Lord and my God."—Mrs. E. G. White, in
Great Controversy.

THE PARABLES OF JESUS.

Lesson VII.—The Prodigal Son.

(Sabbath, November 13.)

SinoE the Sabbath-school lesson for this week
comprises the whole of the fifteenth chapter of
Liuke, we have thought best to print the chap-
ter by itself, omitting the questions, that we
might thus have space for a few notes on the
text.

(3) ““And he spake this parable unto them, saying, (4)
What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he lose
one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the
wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find
it? (5) And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his
shoulders, rejoicing. (6) And when he cometh home, he
calleth together his friends and neighbors, saying unto
them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which
was lost.  (7) I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be
in Heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over
ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.

(8) ‘¢ Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if
she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the

(Concluded on page 654.)
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Ir you sit down at set of sun,

And count the acts that you have done,
And counting find

One self-denying act, one word

That eased the heart of him who heard,
One glance, most kind,

That fell like sunshine where it went,

Then you may count that day well spent.

But if through all the livelong day,
You’ve cheered no heart by yea or nay;

If, through it all,
You’ve nothing done, that you can trace,
That brought the sunshine to one face;

No act, most small,
That helped some soul, and nothing cost,
Then count that day as worse than lost!

—The Young Reaper.

The Crusades.

Axong the numerous religious wars which
have darkened the annals of the world’s history,
the Crusades of the Dark Ages stand foremost.
They were undertaken by the Catholics of Eu-
rope for the purpose of rescuing Jerusalem and
the Holy Land from the Moslems. A desire for
visiting Jerusalem, the Mount of Olives, Cal-
vary, and the tomb of the Saviour, became a
passion of the Christians during the early ages.
Under Constantine the Great, Christianity arose
from darkness and obscurity to the zenith of
worldly glory. Heclena, the beautiful and pious
mother of Constantine, visited Jerusalem in the
beginning of the fourth century, and had a mag-
nificent church erected over the Saviour’s sep-
ulcher. In the following ages of ignorance
and superstition this church was regarded with
pecuiiar veneration. Pilgrims from every part
of Christendom thronged to the Holy Land.

In 637 A. p. the cily was captured by the
Saracens, who treated the Christian pilgrims
with every mark of respect. In 1065 the Mos-
lems, having conquered Palestine, determined
to prevent the pilgrims from visiting Jerusalem
and treated them in the most cruel and heartless
manner. The pilgrims returned home bearing
dismal tales of their woes and sufferings. All
classes of society were filled with burning in-
dignation. Among the pilgrims was Peter the
Hermit, a man remarkable for his zeal, elo-
quence, and perseverance, and a friend of Pope
Urban II., by whose command he visited all
the crowned powers of Europe, entreating them
to march to the rescue of the Holy Land.
A mecting was held at Clermont, in France;
addresses were made by Peter and the Pope to
an immense audience; the people were moved
to tears by their burning eloquence, and the
cry, “ Deus wult!” arose on every hand. The
Pope, believing that God had inspired them
with these words, commanded them to be made
their battle-cry. Their banner was emblazoned
with the holy cross, and each soldier wore a
red cross on his shoulder.

The Pope considered the invasion of Asia a
means of promoting Christianity among the
Infidels, and kings expected great victories and
an increase of dominion. Thousands upon
thousands hastened at the call of Pope Urban
to enguge in the Holy War, which enlisted the
highest sympathies of human nature, as it had
been sanctioned by the ministers of religion
and was regarded as the will of God. It is
said that in the spring of 1096 not less than
6,000,000 souls were in motion toward Pales-
tine. Peter the Ilermit and Walter the Penni-
less were the leaders of the first Crusade; they
marched through Hungary and crossing the
Bosphorus entered Asia Minor, where they con-
quered Nice on the 24th of June, 1097; then
passing into Syria they took Antioch, after a
siege of seven months. During those seven
months thousands perished by famine and dis-

just is not easy.

ease. Many brave warriors lost heart and be-
gan to desert. Among the list of cowards was
Peter the ITermit, who had planned the enter-
prise.  When Antioch was conquered the Cru-
saders were in turn besieged by 20,000 Moslems,
but after a long and bloody battle, victory again
crowned the efforts of the Crusaders, and the
way to Jerusalem was opened. On a bright
summer morning in 1098, after a weary march,
barefooted, over desert, plains, and rugued hills,
40,000 Crusaders, all that remained of that once
vast army, from the heights of Mount Emmaus
obtained their first glimpse of Jerusalem. It
was a sublime scene; the joy was so intense
that strong men wept like children. After a
siege of five weeks the grand object of the ex-
pedition was realized.  On Priday evening, the
Ioth of July, at 3 o'clock, the very day and
hour of the Passion, Jerusalem was rescued
from the power of the Infidels. The question
then arose who was to be made king of con-
quest; who would take upon himself the melan-
choly duty of defending the Saviour’s sepulcher.
Godfrey Bouillon, a brave knight, assaumed
this perilous honor; but he would not accept a
kingly crown on the spot where our blessed
Saviour had worn a crown of thorns.

For a while after conquering the Holy City
the Christians rested in peace. Temples and
churches were repaired, and everything went
on smoothly, but by mismanagement nearly all
the advantages they had gained were lost, and
about 1744 they appealed to Kurope for aid;
this gave rise to the second Crusade, of which
Conrad III. of Germany and Louis VII. of
France were leaders. They were defeated and
Jerusalem returned to the possession of the
enemy.

In 1190 a third Crusade was led by Philip II.
of France, and Richard the Lionhearted of
England. A glorious but fruitless effort was
made to regain Palestine. Richard’s deeds of
valor were spread far and wide; armed with a
battle-ax he never hesitated to rush single-
handed into the midst of the enemy, and many
and bloody were the contests led by this brave
warrior. But he was defeated and returned
home in 1192.

The fourth Crusade was led by Ienry VI. of

Germany. This proved successful, until his
death, when his soldiers returned home.

In 1248 Louis IX. of France led the fifth
Crusade. He embarked for Palestine in 1250.
He was defeated and taken prisoner. A heavy
ransom was paid for his release. He returned
home, raised another army, and embarked again
for Palestine, but never reached his destination,
having died at Carthage in 1270. IHis soldiers
went on to Palestine but were defeated. Thus
ended the sixth and last of the Crusades.

Jerusalem and the Holy Land were then left
in the power of the Saracens. Many disasters
attended the Crusades from first to last—army
after army was destroyed, still there were glo-
rious victories which showed that the old Cru-
saders were heroes of a valorous age. More
than 3,000,000 of Europeans lie buried in the
East, many of whom were noble, chivalrous,
and virtuous. All this bloodshed was caused
by failing to obey the Saviour’s injunction. who

taught that the Father was no respecter of

place, and was to be worshiped everywhere.
It seems strange that such delusions could have
filled the souls of believers of the New Testa-
ment.  Our Saviour plainly taught that the
warlare of his kingdom was a spiritual contest
with sin, and that those who struggled with
the sword should die by the sword.—Zila Muy
Long, tn the Guardian. :

To BE thoroughly kind and yet be entirely
Many a one who executes the
law does it tyrannically or brutally; many an-
other becomes so philanthropic that he will
not execute it at all.  To be equally benevolent
and just is the rule of the Scriptures.—Sel.

The Chil(lren at Church.

Tur practice of parents taking their children
to church is not now so common as it once was,
and the discontinuance of this practice must be
regarded as one of the unfavorable signs of the
times. There are various causes, which, it is
presumed, contribute to this result. One of
these, perhaps, is a spirit of self-indulgence
which inclines parents to take their ease on
Sabbath morning, so that they have not suf-
ficient time to prepare themselves and their
children for church. Others, perhaps, suppose
that as the children attend the Sabbath-school,
which is often very improperly called « the chil-
drer’s church,” that that is sufficient. Others,
again, imagine that there is nothing in the pub-
lic worship of God to interest the childven, that
they cannot join in the singing, and that they
cannot understand the preaching. Others think
that it is too much to require the children to at-
tend both church and Sabbath-school, and, as
they think they must go to Sabbath-school, they
excuse them from attending the church. In
consequence of these views but few children are
found in church. . 5

The reasons assigned for not taking the chil-
dren to church are not sufficient to justify parents
in neglecting this duty. By a little forethought
and previous arrangement, with but few excep- .
tions, parents may, without depriving them-
selves of any needed rest on Sabbath morning,
prepare themselves and their children for attend-
ance upon the house of God. But should it re-
quire some cffort to do so, the importance of the
duty demandsit. Parents aro the natural guard-
ians of their children. Their interests, both for
this life and the life that is to come, are placed
largely in their hands, and they should be will-
ing, if necessary, to make sacrifices for their
good.  But the sacrifice required to prepare
them for church service on Sabbath morning,
certainly, cannot be very great.

The fact that children attend the Sabbath-
school is not a sufficient reason why they should
not attend the church. The Sabbath-school is
not a church. It can never supplant the church.
It can never take the place of the church. But
this fact does not detract from its importance
and value as av auxiliary to the church, as an
important help in promoting its interests and
objects.  The mere adjunct, the mere auxiliary,
however, should not be permitted to take the
place of the church, and in the estimation of
parents and children be regarded as of greater
importance than the church. But when attend-
ance upon the BSabbath-school is deemed of
greater importance than attendance upon the
church, the proper order is inverted, and, in the
estimation of children, the less becomes the
greater, and the greater becomes the less. But
there need be no conflict between the church
and the Sabbath-school. ~All that is necessary
is for their relative claims to be duly recognized,
and each to receive the consideration which its
importance demands. The church should fos-
ter the Sabbath-school, and the Sabbath-school
should aid, in every possible way, the church;
and one of the most effeetual ways in doing this,
is to teach the children the importance of at-
tending upon the public worship of God in his
house, and so arrange its times of meeting as
not to render this impracticable. If the church
and the Sabbath-school are placed in compoti-
tion, which should never be the case, the church,
where the ordinances of divine appointment are
obscerved, should have the preference. The more
important should be preferred to the less im-
portant.

The assumption that the attendance of chil-
dren upon the public worship of God neither in-
terests nor profits them, is certainly without
foundation. Although they may not be able to
participate in much of the service, and may
hear much that they do not understand, yet the
sacredness of the place, its associations, the
spirit of reverence and worship which surrounds
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them, and an occasional truth from sermon or
from song that fixes itself in their minds, can-
not fail to be productive of good.

The worship of God’s house tends to excite
reflection, to quicken thought, to develop capac-
ity, and, under the influence of the divine Spirit,
to draw even young hearts to God. The wor-
ship of God is not intended for a certain class
of persons, or for persons of a certain age, but
for all classes and for all ages—for parents and
children, for old and young. God’s Spirit can

make his truth plain to the trusting hearts of

children, when many persons more advanced in
years cannot understand it.  The numerous in-
stances of children being converted to God is a
demonstration of this.—lethodist Recorder.

Interesting Finds in Pompeii.

“ Iw entering Pompeii,” says a recent visitor,
writing in Chambers’ Journal, “we descend a
sloping path to the silent city, which stands be-
tween two enormous embankments of ashes,
like a very deep railway cutting, and enter by
the great gateway, with arches and pillars in
perfect preservation. Through a small arch at
the side, intended for foot passengers, we pass
into the deserted streets; from the high, narrow
footway we see the tracks of wheels on the
paved strect below; and the great stepping-
stones are still there as in the days of old. Iiv-
erywhere stand the remains of sculptured fount-
ains—at the street corners, in every square.
A number of converging strects lead into the
Forum. IHere are the perfect remains of beau-
tiful temples, with their marble columns and
altar, on which the inscriptions may still be
read. On some are delicate carvings, repre-
senting sacrifice, in high relief, with every de-
tail clear and sharp as when first chiseled.  We
o through the strect of the soap-makers, and
visit the large soap works, where the huge iron
caldrons are still left.
wine shops, with the huge iron caldrons still
inserted in the marble counters. Then we pass
the city buake-houses, where ovens were found
full of charred bread, which is now in the Na-
ples Museum, the baker’s name stamped upon
each loaf. Close by are the splendid public
baths, with every appliance for hot, cold, and
vapor baths, the pipes and cisterns still remain-
ing. Near the entrance gute is a small museum
containing the skeletons found in the city—a
mother and daughter clasped in each other’s
arms, a sentinel found at his post, a man evi-
dently knocked down by the cloud of ashes, and
several others. Some of them have been in-
jured by the process of excavation. When a
skeleton is found, plaster of Paris is immediately
poured into it, so that, while preserving the
skeleton intact, it gives also, by filling up the
impression or mould of" the body that had lain
there, the form and features of the living man.
A large collection of surgical instruments greatly
interested a celebrated physician who was one
of our party, and who expressed unbounded
surprise at the very slight difference between
these relics of the infancy of medical science
and the instruments in use at the present day.
Some large cases of dentist’s tools caught our
eye also. . . . A great number of paint-
boxes are displayed, which still contain the same

bright, soft colors that we see on the walls of

Pompeii; and case after case of jewels, some
found in the house, others evidently dropped in
hurried flight from the burning city, or fallen
from the necks and arms of the skeletons.”

No sUBLIMER precept was ever uttered than
that of Christ in his sermon on the mount, in
which he enjoins upon his disciples to love
their enemies. By the exercise of this love,
and the practical effects which it produces, they
are to demonstrate their divine relationship
and their superiority to the world.—Sel.

Another street is full of

Health and @emperance,

The Taste for Medical Humbug.

TroucH it speaks for modern civilization, the
masses of the people are wont to esteem the
savace as preternaturally wise in the secrets of
nature, more especially in the prevention and
elimination of disease, accrediting him with
knowledge, botanical, pharmacal, and therapeu-
tical, that, it possessed of but a shadow of real-
ity, would be little less than divine. In this
we have interesting evidence of man’s tendency
to reversion, and of lingering attributes of the
final state of his awe in the presence of the oc-
cult and inherent worship of the unknown; for
how frequently one encounters, in all ranks and
classes of society, individuals who, in spite of
refined teachings and surroundings, exhibit an
unmistakable taste for charlatanism in some of
its many forms, secular and spiritual!

Medicine, as exemplified among the savage
races and tribes of America, is practically one
and the same with the shamanism of the Kuro-
pean and Asiatic nomad, the fetich of the native
African, and the obirites and voudoo-worship
of West India blocks and negroes of the Gulf
States; a careful examination of all reveals not
only a common origin, but a unity of purpose.
The medicine of the Indian is his religion and
philosophy; and it comprises everything in life
and nature, real or imaginary, superstitious or
occult; and withal it is a mystery so subtle in
its many factors as utterly to dely specific defi-
nition, or perfect elucidation.

The medicine man is no more a physician, in
the modern and enlightened acceptation of the
term, than an ape is a man because it chances
to assume the erect posture and mimic the at-
tributes of the humun race; there is a slight
analogy, but nothing more. The savage knows
absolutely nothing of the relationships existing
between cause and effect, of the action of rem-
edies as remedies, of physiological conditions
and phenomena, or indeed of any agency that
is not directly born of the occult.—LPopular Sci-
ence Monthly.

It Must Go.

Liapius, do you not see that the corset must
go? It has become a scientific query, “Arve
there two types of breathing?” and the advo-
cates of either side of the question unite only
in this: “ Women cannot breathe naturally in
a corset.”  They all agree that the corset is a
splint, a bandage, a crutch, an injury to woman
and an insult to the Creator, implying that his
last work was imperfect, needing to be remod-
eled and strengthened by the ingenuity of hu-
man skill.

Sisters, let us no longer cast this stigma upon
Omniscience, but rather let us heartily adopt
as our motto the Arab proverb, “There is no
gain in amending the worlk of God.”—/erald of
Health.

To Prevent Pneumonia.

As pNEUMONTIA is essentially a congestive dis-
ease, the best preventive measures are those
which avoid the causes of congestion. Pulmo-
nary congestion is favored by too heavy clothing
worn in winter weather. A serious evror is the
supposition that a double set of flannels worn
next the skin affords double proteciion. “The
fact is that in such a case the inner flannel ab-
sorbs all secretion and perspiration, which are
there retained by the outer flannel. An almost
poultice-like action is thus brought about, soit-
ening the skin and rendering it highly suscep-
tible to the slightest exposure.

Over-heated, ill-ventilated rooms, and the sud-
den transition from these to the sharp outer air,
are other avoidable predisposing causes of the

disease. 1Te who uses a cold sponge bath with
brisk rubbing every morning, who wears the
lightest clothing consistent with comfortable
protection, and keeps his living rooms well ven-
tilated and at a mean temperature of 68 degrees,
is employing the best preventive treatment of
pneumonia known to sanitary science.—* Phy-
sician,” in Congregationalist.

Tobacco in France.

SomE interesting particulars are published by
M. Paul Leroy-Beaulieu in the Zconomiste Fran-
¢ais with regard to the manufacture and con-
sumption of tobacco in France. IHe quotes
official fizures, which show that while the quan-
tity of tobacco grown in France itself was about
19,200 tons in 1850 it has been gradually in-
creasing until it is now nearly double that quan-
tity, while the revenue which the State derives
from it has increased from £3,555,000 to nearly
£13,000,000. In other words, while the quan-
tity of tobacco grown has only doubled, the prof-
its of the State, or, in other words, of the manu-
facturers, have nearly quadrupled. The great
increase in profit is explained by M. Paul Leroy-
Beaulieu upon the ground that the expense of
manufacturing an additional quantity of tobacco
is not anything like that of the first estab-
lishment of plant and material. The cultiva-
tion and manufacture of tobacco has been a Gov-
ernment monopoly since 1674, and, with the
exception of a brief interval during the Revo-
lution, has remained so ever since. In this
conncetion M. Paul Leroy-Beaulicu gives the
following figures showing the quantity of to-
bacco consumed in the different countries of Ku-
rope, and the rate per 100 inhabitants is, accord-
ing to him, as follows: Spain, 110 pounds; Italy,
123 pounds; Great Britain, 138 pounds; Russix,
182 pounds; Hungary, 207 pounds; France, 210
pounds; Denmark, 224 pounds; Norway, 229
pounds; Austria, 273 pounds; Germany, 336
poands; Holland, 448 pounds; and Belgium,
560 pounds. In other words, while in Spain
little more than one pound per head is consumed,
nearly double that quantity is consumed in
France, three times as much in Germany, four
times as much in Holland, and five times as
much in Belgium.—S. F. Bulletin.

Lust Excitants.

Porx, pastry, pepper, spice, coffee, tea, grease,
concentrated and termented foods, ete., feed the
fleshly lusts, and befoul our bodies with disease.
Heating and stimulating foods are inflaming
the passions of professedly pious people until
they are sensual in a great degree. This is
one of the most prolific sources of intemper-
ance. The systems of these ravenous and om-
nivorous feeders are choked. The digestive
apparatus is clogged with indiscriminate stuff-
ing, and requires to be whipped up to its work.
This sends thousands to the saloons. Children
who are fed promiscuous foods full an easy prey
to vice. Gluttony is breeding more distempers,
plagues, and crimes than any other evil that
curses the world.

The maladies that torment mankind might
be diminished ninety per cent. by correcting
the voracious and heedless habits of eating.
Simple diet of unbolted wheat flour and other
grains with vipe fruits, regular habits of eating
and rest, outdoor exercise, good ventilation,
frequent baths, avoiding feather beds, and dis-
carding drugs, with a life of obedience, will
bring health to body and brain. There is great
need of reform in these matters even among
Christian professors. Thousands of professed
Christians are consumptive, serofulous, and can-
cerous, but persist in the use of their excitants!
We ought to have a Hygienic Institute in every
church.—Sel.

“As A man eateth so is he.”
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house, and seek diligently till she find it? (9) And when
she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her neigh-
bors together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found
the piece which I had lost. (10) Likewise, I say unto
you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God
over one sinner that repenteth.

(11) ““And he said, A certain man had two sons; (12) and
the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me
the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided
unto them his living. (13) And not many days after the
younger son gathered all together, and took his journey
into a far country, and there wasted his substance with
riotous living. (14) And when he had spent all, there
arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be
in want. (15) And he went and joined himself to a citi-
zen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to
feed swine. (16) And he would fain have filled his belly
with the husks that the swine did eat; and no man gave
unto him. (17) And when he came to himself, he said,
How many hired servants of my father’s have bread
enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! (18) I
will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him,
Father, I have sinned against Heaven, and before thee,
(19) and am no more worthy to be called thy son; make
me as one of thy hired servants. (20) And he arose,
and came to his father. But when he was yet a great
way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran,
and fell on his neck, and kissed him. (21) And the son
said unto him, Father, I have sinned against Heaven, and
in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.
(22) But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the
best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand,
and shoes on his feet; (23) and bring hither the fatted
calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: (24) for
this my son was dead, and is alive acain; he was lost,
and is found. And they began to be merry. (25) Now
his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew
nigh to the house, he heard music and dancing. (26)
And he called one of the servants, and asked what these
things meant. (27) And he said unto him, Thy brother
is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, be-
cause he hath received him safe and sound. (28) And
he was angry, and would not go in; therefore came his
father out, and entreated him. (20) And he answering
said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee
neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment;
and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that T might make
merry with my friends; (30) but as soon as this thy son
was come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots,
thon hast killed for him the fatted calf. (31) And he
said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that T
have is thine. (32) Tt was meet that we should make
merry, and be glad; for this thy brother was dead. and is
alive again; and was lost, and is found.” Luke 15.

Note.

ALL three of the above parables teach one
thing, namely, God’s love for the erring. To
the one who feels discouraged because of his
sing,—who feels as thouch he were lost,—thev
speak courage, “For the Son of man is come
to save that which was lost.” All Heaven is
interested in the salvation of fallen man, and
this interest is shown in the fact that Churist
died for the ungodly. The infinite power of
God could do no more than has heen done for
man. And if God has thus shown his desire
for us to return. will he not perfect that which
concerneth us. if we will only allow him to
work in us that which is good? “He that
spared not his own_Son, but delivered him up
for us all. how shall he not with him also freely
give us all things?” Rom. 8 : 32.

SATAN is a hard taskmaster. He promises
fair, and holds out the most dazzling allurements
to engage in his service. He dresses sin up in
the most pleasing garb, and persuades us that
in it we shall find pleasure and comfort. “There
is a way which seemeth right unto a man: but
the end thereof are the ways of death.” Prov.
14:12. The pleasures of sin can be enjoyed
but for a season. and cannot be really en-
Joyed at all, for at the best they are unsatisfying
husks. The sinner can know real content. but
is always in a state of unrest, always reaching
out for something which recedes as he advances.

“AND when he came to himself.” How aptly
this describes the condition of the awakened
sinner. Sin is deceitful and stupefying. It be-
numbs the sensibilities. Because of this qual-
ity which it possesses, it causes the sinner to be
satisfied with his pitiable state, and to say, « I
am rich, and increased with goods,” while all
the time he is “ wretched and miserable, and

poor, and blind, and naked.” One in such a
condition may justly be called insane. Happy
indeed is the one who comes to himselt! Al-
though he will not feel so well as he did when
he fancied that he was rolling in wealth, be is
really in a better case, because now he can take
steps to better himself. The man who is acutely
sensible of the bitter cold, although he may be
suffering extreme pain, is far better off than
the one who has been so benumbed by the frost
that he lies down to peaceful sleep. The trouble
with too many is that even a glance at their
true condition reveals so much deformity that
they turn away from the sight. They foolishly
prefer to remain blind. Let us rather pray
that our eyes may be anointed with eycsalve,
that we may see.

“1 wiLL arise and go to my father.” This is
the language of strong determination, without
which no victories can be gained. It the prod-
igal son had sat still, and said, “I wou!d like to
have some of' the bread which is in my tather’s
house,” he would have starved to death. Many
are content with saying, “I want to overcome,”
but they never do overcome. Such weak wishes
are born of lack of trust in God. The prodi-
gal son knew that in his father’s house there
was bread enough and to spare, and he knew
that his father dealt bountitully with all his
servants. If he had not had confidence in his
father's willingness to give, he would not have
started. It is not presumption for the sinner
to say, “I will arise and go to my father;” I
will overcome these sins which bind me; be-
cause Christ has overcome, and he has promised
to strengthen us with “might by his Spirit.”
The Father is looking for the lost ones, even
before they think of him, and when they make
a decided resolution in the name of Jesus, he
will meet them. Then may not the weakest
“be strong and of a good courage”? «“If God
be for us, who can be against us?”

Qlews and Fotes,

RELIGIOTUS.

—It is said that there are not more than twenty
houses in the whole Samoan group where there is
not a Bible and family worship.

—*“General” Booth complains that the members
of the Salvation Army have not made noise enough
in this country. They couldn’t very well make
more, unless they increase their numbers.

—A congress of evangelical workers is soon to be
held in Mexico, representing all denominations now
engaged in that fiercely contested field of labor.
The Presbyterian, Methodist Episcopal, and Me:hod-
ist Church South constitute the nucleus of the
movement.

—Cardinal Jacobini, Papal Secretary of State,

following the Pope’s instructions, has sent circulars |

to all the papal nuncios abroad directing their
attention to the principal political and ecclesiastical
questions of the day, and urging them to cultivate
good relations with the different Governments, with
a view toward improving the situation of the church
throughout the world.

—The Sunday-School Times very pertinently
says: “It sounds comical to hear an ordinary con-
gregation of well-dressed, comfortable-looking people
singing: ‘Jesus, I my cross have taken, all to leave,
and follow thee’ Think of a woman with a silk
gown on, and a stuffed bird in her hat, standing up
and singing: ‘Naked, poor, despised, forsaken, Thou
from hence my all shall be.””

—Says the Christian at Work: “1If the Catholic
and Protestant do not lie down together like the pro-
phetic lion and lamb, at least they are very good
friends. And why not?” Noreason why not. But
when “the prophetic lion and lamb” lie down to-
gether, the lion’s nuature will have been changed;
but the Catholic lion’s nature has not changed in
the least, and therefore when the Protestant lamb
lies down with it, by some mysterious means only
the Tion will be seen.

SECULAR.

—The will of the late Samuel J. Tilden is to be
contested.

—Alcohol is now manufactured in the Azores
from sweet potatoes.

—A fire in the Ohio State Prison, on the 20th
inst., caused a loss of $40,000.

—October 17 was the 350th anniversary of the
martyrdom of William Tyndale.

—~Senator Edmunds of Vermont has been re-
elected to the United States Senate.

—DPrince Alexander declines to be a candidate for
re-election to the Bulgarian throne.

—October 23, the business portion of the town of
Farmington, Maine, was almost totally destroyed by
fire.

—October 22, Summerville, 8. C., was visited by
quite a severe earthquake which wrecked over sev-
enty chimneys.

—It is stated that during the last two months, no
less than 40,000 persons have died in Corea from
coutagious diseases.

—The great object glasses for the Lick telescope
have at last been completed without accident, and
are ready for delivery.

—King Otto of Bavaria, like Ludwig, his prede-
cessor, is a lunatic, and becoming worse. He insists
on remaining in solitude.

—It is now stated that Russia, Turkey, and
France are entirely agreed that the British occupa-
tion of Egypt must cease.

—It is said that in 1840 only seven occupations
were open to women in the United States; now
there are more than three hundred.

—Major-General Macpherson, commander of the
British army of occupation in Burmah, died recently
of fever, after but two days’ illness.

—Within the last nine months no less than $83,-
000,000 has been invested in manufacturing and
mining enterprises in the Southern States.

—The Czar of Russia is said to have a most vio-
lent temper. Only a few days since, while in one of
his fits of anger he murdered his chamberlain.

—PFor several years past the loss by fire in the
month of August has averaged about $7,000,000;
but this year it was nearly double that amount.

—The next Italian budget will contain a credit of
250,000 lire for changing rifles, completing forts, and
providing for an additional squadron of cavalry.

—Geronimo and his band are to be confined at
Fort Pickens, Fla., till further orders from the War
Department. The women and children will be sent
to Fort Marion.

—The total loss by fire in the United States and
Canada for the first eight months of this year
amounted to $76,500,000, as against $65,500,000 for
the corresponding time last year.

—Cholera is subsiding in Japan; but small-pox is
reported to have broken out in Okinawa-ken, and

257 persons are suid to have been attacked by the

disease from August 24 to September 13, of whom
forty-four died.

—The General Assembly of the Knights of Labor,
which has for some time been in session at Rich-
mond, Va., adjourned October 20. A resolution ap-
pealing for mercy for the condemned Anarchists at
Chicago, was passed.

—=So far this year, New England fishermen have
suffered the loss of twenty-seven vessels valued at
$173,000. One hundred and sixteen men have also
been lost; twenty-eight women have been made
widows, and fifty-six children rendered fatherless.

—Cold weather prevailed along the Hudson River
on the 17th and 18th inst. The thermometer regis-
tered from 20° to 27° above zero. Nearly all the
outstanding fruit was killed in many localities. Tt
is estimated that nearly a thousand Concord grape-
vines were frozen in Ulster County alone.

—During a recent conflagration in the town of
Eastport, Maine, gangs of smugglers from the islands
on the Canadian side of the Passamaquoddy, de-
serted their regular business, and set sail in their
boats for the doomed town, where they broke open
stores and storehouses, and helped themselves to the
most valuable merchandise, which they conveyed to
some of the adjacent islands. This continued
throughout the second day of the fire. The Police
Department and the Fire Department were powerless;
but the thieves were finally driven off by some of
the citizens, and their return was prevented by the
arrival of a revenue cutter.
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Appointments,

0akLAND.—House of worship, northeast corner of
Clay and Thirteenth Streets. Sabbath-school every Sab-
bath at 9:30 a. M. Preaching at 11. Prayer and
missionary meeting every Tuesday evening at 7:30.
Seats free.

San Francrsco.—House of worship, 914 Laguna Street,
between McAllister and Tyler. Sabbath-school every
Sabbath at 9 :45, and preaching at 11 A. M.; also preach-
ing every Sunday evening at 7:30. Classes in the En-
glish, German, and Scandinavian languages. ~Prayer and
missionary meeting every Wednesday evening at 7 :45.
Mission Reading-rooms at the church.

‘East PorrnAND (Or.)—House of worship on G Street,
between Tenth and Kleventh. Sabbath-school every Sab-
bath (Saturday), followed by services. Preaching or Bi-
ble-reading Sunday evening. Prayer-meeting Wednesday
evening. The public is cordially invited. Free public
reading-room, corner of L and Fifth Streets.

Obituary,

KercauMm.—Died in San Francisco, October 11,
1886, of typhoid malarial fever, Robert M., son of
George and Julia Ketchum, aged 23 years, 10
months, 11 days. Brother Ketchum had been a be-
liever in present truth about five years. His life
gave evidence that he loved the Lord. During his
last illness, prayers were offered in his behalf, and
the Lord relieved him for a time; but it seemed not
to be his will that he should recover. Four days
before he died, he confessed lis sins, and felt recon-
ciled to the will of God. He died in the blessed
hope of the first resurrection. His parents, two
sisters, and one brother mourn his loss. Funeral
services took place at Healdsburg, October 13.  Re-
marks were made by the writer from 1 Cor. 15 :54,
55 to a sympathizing audience.

ANDREW BRORSEN.

Bixpy.—Died at Point Sur, Monterey County,
Cal., October 5, 1836, Sister Charlotte Bixby, in the
76th year of her age. Sister Bixby has been a
believer in the Third Angel’s Message five or six
years. Living in a lonely place she seldom saw one
of like faith. Her life gave evidence that she loved
the Lord. She was brought to a knowledge of the
truth through reading and a Sunday-school con-
ducted by Brother F. T Lamb about six years ago.

A. D. BENTON.

Publishers” Department,

RECEIPTS.

MonNEY orders, drafts, etc., should be made to ¢ Pacific
Press;” never to individuals, as they may be absent, and
business thereby be delayed.

CarirorRNIA CONFERENCE FuND.—Mrs. M Richey $2,
San Francisco $194.50, per A Brorsen $45, per S Pine $3,
per A Hickox $12.30, BR S $12, Mrs. D Porter $3.50,
Healdsburg $382.47, Reno per Allen $25.80, per Col-
cord §20, per Geo Derrick $7.50, Eureka $200.80, Grass
Valley $40.15, Duarte $41. San Pasqual $268, Ferndale
$107.60, E P Daniels $150, Norwalk $30, St Clair $25,
Gilroy per I8 A Briggs $75, Healdsburg per F Lamb $30,
per J G Smith $8.75, San Jose per Mrs. Lovejoy $2.85,
Lemoore per H Hurd $10, Ferndale per H Johnson $4.50,
M Gable $1.75, Mrs. S Dart $1, Petaluma $29.15, R
Stickney $20, J E Conant $81, Mrs. Wheeler $1, Santa
Rosa $56.15, M A Bullock $9, Vacaville per J Smithers
$10, Dow's Prairie $3.10, Pleasant Grove $83.50, San Jose
per S Sedore $17.65, per C H Peach $32.95, F Thorp
$5.70, Forestville $23.35, St Helena $56 45, Woodland
$322.30, Lemoore $176.90, C A Newbie $5, Fresno per L
Hicklin $15, Napa $70.25, Los Angeles $177.75, Vaca-
ville $201.40, M Gable $5.50, Selma $176.80, Placerville
$8, Lakeport $23.25, M A Lee $10, Mrs. Mc Gown $2, J K
Bowlsby $20, S Thurston $3.50, Mrs. Fulton $1.50.

CantrorNta T. AND M. Sociery.—Dist No 1 $234.65,
Arcata $1.20, Dist No 2 $70.53, Dist No 3 $188.50, Stock-
ton $8.95, Dist No 4 $90.82, Dist No 5 $62.20, Dist No 6,
Santa Barbara $12.25, Santa Ana $6, Dist No 7, St Clair
$26.40, Oakland Rivulet Society $1.40, City Mission $30,
Mrs Mary Stewart §5, Mrs Josie Baker $43.50, Eider (+
W Colcord $8.50, Mrs E Bryant $5, C H Peach $14, Mrs
F J Skelton $J.51, F R Dunlap $20, Hetty Hurd $30, A
La Rue $12, H F Courter $5, Peter Scazichini £20.60,
Philip Kent $26, Elder E J Waggoner $9.50. liider 1§ R
Jones $5, Frank Hope $6.50, J K Bowlshy $6.70, L A
Scott $§12, G H Heald §5, E J Howard $10.50.

CarirorniA Crry Misstons.—A friend $20, Dr Wm
Banta $30, Wm Saunders $25, Jos and Annie Leininger
$100, Mrs Dr Wm Banta $5, S McElhaney $20, Petaluma
S S $1.86, Ella Striplin $2.50, Mrs Lucy Bush $40.

Heaupssure ConLice.—Flora Jackson $2, Mrs. C
Ruoff $5, J. W. Price $5, A. C. Hash $2.50.

RuraL Hearrar RETREAT.—Wm Saunders $30.

Los AxceLes County Camp-Meering FuNp.—Mrs. EJ
Howard $10.

RecEiveD oN Account.—Ind T & M Society $300.

CarL1roryTA PUuBLIsHING Funp.—Mary Saunders $6.

Stock 1N Paciric S. D. A. PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION.—
Hettie Hurd $20.

STATE TRACT SOCIETIES, AGENTS, AND
BOOK DEPOSITORIES.

Australia—International Tract Society, Bible Echo Office, Raeand
Scotchmer Sts., North Fitzroy, Victoria, Australia.

Britisi Guiana.—Joseph R. Brathwaite, 152 Church 8t., Georgetown,
and Thos. E.Amsterdam, 10 Church St., New Amsterdam, B G., S. A.

California Tract Society—1067 Castro St.. Oakland, Cal.

Canada Tract Society—M. L. Cushing, Sec’y, South Stukely, P. Q.

Colorado Tract society—Cor. 31st and Champa Sts., Denver, Colo.

Dakota Tract Society—Vilas, Miner Co., Dak.

District of Columbia.—International Tract Society, 1831 Vermont
Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C.

England—71"he Present T'rut:, 72 Heneage St., Grimsby, Eng.

Florida Tract Society— 502 West Monroe St., Jacksonv lle, Fla,

Hawaiian Islan is—Iuternational Tract Society, Honolulu, H. I,

1llinois Tract Society—3652 Vincennes Ave., Chicago, 11l

Indiana Tract Society—No. 32 Cherry St., Indianapolis, Ind.

Towa Tract Society—1315 E. Sycamore St.. Des Moines, lowa.

Kansas Tract Society—Box 160, Ottawa, Franklin Co., Kan.

Kentucky Tract Society-~West Clifty, Grayson Co , Ky.

Louisiana—International Tract Society, Pitt Street, between Val.
mont and Leontine Streets, New Orleans, La.

Maine—Mrs. A. J. Goodrich, South Lancaster, Mass.

Michigan Tract Society—Hattie House, Sec’y, Battle Creek, Mich.

Minnesota Tract Society--336 Lake Street, E, Minneapolis, Minn.

Missouri Tract Society—2339 Chestnut St., St. Louis, Mo.

Montana—Walter Harper, Box 95, Helena, Mont.

Nebraska Tract Society—Fremont, Dodge Co., Neb.

New Kngland—N, E. Tract Society, South Lancaster, Mass.

New Yoik Tract Society—Box 113, Rome, N, Y.

New Zealand—Edward Hare, Upper Queen Street (Turner Street),
Auckland, N. Z.

North Pacific—N. P, Tract Society, Box 18, East Portland, Oregon.

Norway—Sundhedsbladet, Christiania, Norway.

Ohio Tract Society —259 Adams St., Toledo, Ohio.

Pennsylvania Tract Society—No. 5 Madison St.. Wellsville, N. Y.

Society Islands—John 1. Tay, Papeete, Tahiti, Society Islands.

Switzerland — Elder W. C. White, 48 Weiherweg, Basel, Switzerland.

Tennessee Tract Society —Springville, Henry Co., Tenn.

Texas Tract Society—Mrs. Lee Gregory, Secretary, Denton, Tex.

Upper Columbia-~U. ¢. Tract Society, Walla Walla, W. T.

Vancouver Island—Bernard Robb, Victoria, B. C.

Vermont—1.izzie A. Stone, Ssuth Lancaster, Mass.

Virginia—Lillie D. Woods, Quicksburgh, Va.

Wisconsin Tract Society—1029 Jenifer St., Madison, Wis.

All of the above Agencies are authorized to receive subscriptions
to the Siens oF Tie TiMES, American Sentinel, and Pacific fiealth
Journal and Temperance Advocate. Catalogues of our books, pam-
phlets, and tracts, in English and the various foreign languages, can
be obtained from them. Write to the agency nearest you.

HEALDSBURG COLLEGE.
A POPULAR EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION,
ESTABLISHED IN 1882.

FOUR YEARS OF GREAT PROSPERITY.
FOUNDED AND MANAGED UPON SOUND PRINCIPLES.

THOROUGH INSTRUCTION IN THE ELEMENTS OF LEARNING
IN ALL THE GRADES AND THROUGH THE
CLASSICAL COURSE.

FACULTY CONSISTS OF FIFTEEN I'STRUCTORS OF EXPERIENCE.
DISTINCTIVE FEATURES.
1. Instruction in the various trades, with two houis per day
spent in active work with tools.
2. Methods in the Class Room are such as to secure the best
kind of mental disciplii
3. A rigid parental discipline to cultivate high moral character.
4. Expenses within the reach of all. Twenty dollars per month
covers all expense of tuition, board, lodging, washing, lights, fuel, ete.
The Fall Term began August 2, 1836, term closes December 23.
Spring Term begins Monday, January 3, 1887.
S. BROWNSBERGER, A. M., President.

Healdsburg, Cal.

A MINE OF INFORMATION.

HISTORY OF THE SABBATH AND FIRST
DAY OF THE WEEK.

By Erp. J. N. ANDREWS.

THe Bible record of the Sabbath ; the secular history concerning
it ; the successive steps by which the change to the first day was
made, and the work of restoration, are given in detail.

EVERY TEXT OF SCRIPTURE concerning the Sabbath is com-
mented on at length; and the COMPLETE TESTIMONY OF THE
FATHERS in regard to the Sabbath and first day is given. The
comparative merits of the seventh and the first-day Sabbaths are
fully shown. A copious index enables the reader to find any text,
or the statement of any historian.

Should be read by everybody.

Address,

528 pp. Price, $1.25.
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THE GREAT CONTROVERSY
BETWEEN

CHRIST AND SATAN FROM THE DE-
STRUCTION OF JERUSALEM T0
THE END OF TIME.

By Mes. E. G. WHITE,
Author of “The Life of Christ,” “ Sketches from the Life of Paul,”
« Bible Sanctification,” and other popular works.
PRINTED AND BOUND IN THE VERY BEST STYLE.
TEN THOUSAND SOLD IN SIX MONTHS.

This volume presents the most wonderful and intensely interesting
history that bas ever been written of the great conflict between
Christianity and the powers of darkness, as illustrated in the lives of
Christian martyrs and reformers on one hand, and wicked men and
persecuting powers on the other. Beginning with our Lord’s great
prophecy given while viewing Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, in
which he outlines the history of the whole dispensation, it sketches
the fulfillment. It pictures the siege and overthrow of Jerusalem,
and the destruction of the Temple. It calls our attention to the bit-
ter persecutions of the Christians in the first centuries, and notes the
rise and growth of the Papacy. It gives a clear conception of the
character and influence of the Waldenses, who, through centuries of
persecution, maintained the purity of their faith, and by their mis-
sionary efforts prepared the nations of Europe for the Reformation.

Brief and lifelike sketches are given of the works, the successes,
and the persecutions of Wycliffe, Luther, Tyndale, Huss, Jerome,
Knox, and other reformers and martyrs.

Considerable space is given to the life, work, and influence of later
reformers and great religious leaders, such as George Whitefield, the
Wesleys, and William Miller, and this is followed by chapters treat-
ing upon The Origin of Evil, The Agency of Evil Spirits, The Snares
of Satan, and the Judgment.

The style of the author is clear, forcible, and often sublime, and,
although simple enough in its statements to be un-derstood and ap-
preciated by a child, its eloquence calls forth the admiration of all

OVER

Over 500 pages; 22 full-page cuts. Price, - - - - - $L.50
To foreign countries, post-paid, - - - - - - 88

PACIFIC PRESS, Oakland, Cal., U. 8. A.,
Or the nearest Agent or Book Depository.

OQUR COUNTRY :
THE MARVEL OF NATIONS.

Address,

ITS PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE,
AND WHAT THE SCRIPTURLS SAY OF IT.

BY URIAH SMITH,

Author of * Smitk’s Parliamentary Rules” and Other Popular
Works.

:0:-

THIS is a new and popular work on a subject of the deepest interest
to all American Citizens. It takes a brief but comprehensive view
of our Government from a

Historical, Political, and Religious Standpoint.

1t also shows that the United States is a subject of prophecy, that
an outline of its history was written nearly two thousand years ago.
It calls the attention of the reader to

A CHAIN OF PROPHECY,

Of which our Government is an important link, and shows that the
location, the time of its rise, the nature of its constitution, and its
wonderful growth and subsequent influence, as well as its future
attitude, were all clearly foreseen and pointed out by the Prophet of
God, hundreds of years ago. Other great nations of the world are
subjects of prophecy, and Why not our own ?

THE SUNDAY QUESTION,
MODERN SPIRITUALISM, AND NATIONAL REFORM,

Are prominent among the topics ably discussed in tbis work.

“THE MARVEL OF NATIONS” is a work of 289 pages.
tains a steel plate of the author, and

FORTY-ONE ILLUSTRATIONS.
It is printed in clear type, and elegantly bound. Price, §1.00.
Address, PACIFIC PRESS, @akland, Cal.

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL.

AN EIGHT-PAGE MONTHLY JOURNAL,
DEVOTED TO

It con~

"t'he defense of American Institutions, the preservation of
the United States Constitution as it is, so far
as regards religion or religious tests, and
the maintenance of human rights,
both civil and religious.

Tt will ever be uncompromisingly opposed to anything tending
toward a union of Church and State, either in name or in fact.

TERMS.
SiNeLE CoPY, per year, - = - - =

To fox:e;gn countries, single subscriptions, post-
pai . = . - - 2 =S

50 cents.

Address, AMERICAN SENTINEL,
1059 Castro Street, Oakland, Cal,
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B&5=We send no papers from this office without pay in
advance, unless by special arrangement. When persons
receive copies without ordering them, they are sent by other
parties, and we can give no information in regard to them.
Persons thus receiving copies of the S1eNs are not indebted
to the office, and will not be called upon for pay. Please
read the papers and hand them to your friends to read.

DuriNg the camp-meeting vacation, a large
amount of interesting matter, missionary reports,
ete., accumulated, much of which is necessarily
crowded out of this issue. It will all appear in due
time.

SoME may think that they have lost a paper, be-
cause they received none two weeks ago. By exam-
ining your file, you will see that no number has

been omitted. Look at the number of the paper,.

not at the date.

AT a meeting of the California Conference Com-
mittee, delegates to the General Conference were
appointed as follows: 8. N. Haskell, W. C. White,
E. J. Waggoner, and C. H. Joues, with N. C. Mec-
Clure as alternate.

THE Catholic Church in this country has now be-
gun to talk of the union of Church and State as an
“unholy union.” 8o it seems that Satan has not
forgotten his trick of transforming himself into an
angel of light.

A COMMITTEE, representing the charities of Cali-
fornia, has been appointed to inaugurate a * Pacific
Coast Annual Conference of Charities,” to be com-
posed of persons throughout the Pacific Coast, who
are interested in charities and reforms. The confer-
ence will be held in San Francisco, at Union Square
Hall, 421 Post Street, beginning Tuesday evening,
December 7, and continuing through the Sth, 9th,
and 10th.

LAst Sunday, Oct. 24, Elder A. G. Daniells and
wife sailed on the steamer Alameda for New Zea-
land, where they go to engage in the missionary
work. As they arrived during the camp-meeting,
many of the brethren and sisters in Cualifornia had
the opportunity of forming a very pleasant acquaint-
ance with them. Californians feel an especial in-
terest in Australia and New Zealand, and we are
confident that many prayers will follow these work-
ers to their new field of labor.

WE hope that the resolution which was adopted
at the late session of the California Conference, to
make Wednesday of each week a day of special
prayer for missions and missionary workers, both
home and foreign, will not be forgotten by any of
our brethren. It isnot expected that the whole day
should be devoted to prayer, to the exclusion of bus-
iness, nor that public meetings for prayer will be
held unless it is convenient, but that the burden of
all the prayers, both secret, and in the family, and
in public, shall be for those who are actively en-
gaged in any part of the work of the Third Angel’s
Message, even mentioning them by name as far as
possible. These united prayers, offered in humble
faith, cannot fail to strengthen the workers, and at
the same time the minds of the petitioners will be
enlarged as they contemplate the vastness of the
work. And let none forget the injunction: «Pray
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will
send forth laborers into his harvest.” In this con-
nection, the following paragraph from “Testimony
No. 31” is pertinent:—

“Brethren and sisters, have you forgotten that
your prayers should go out, like sharp sickles, with
the laborers in the great harvest field? As young
men go forth to preach the truth, you should have
seasons of prayer for them. Pray that God will
connect them with himself, and give them wisdom,
grace, and knowledge. Pray that they may be
guarded from the snares of Satan, and kept pure in
thought and holy in heart. I entreat you who fear
the Lord to waste no time in unprofitable talk or in
needless labor to gratify pride or to indulge the ap-
petite. Let the time thus gained be spent in wres-
tling with God for your ministers. Hold up their
hands as did Aaron and Hur the hands of Moses.”

THERE was much disappointment at the camp-
meeting because we were deprived of the labors of
Elder Butler. His illness prevented him from com-
ing. It is hoped that by another camp-meeting, at
least, we may be favored with his presence. Elder
Haskell was feeling quite poorly when he arrived,
but hard labor seemed to revive him, and by the
close of the meeting he was in good spirits. - He tried
every means in his power to be released from office,
but the brethren in California appreciate his labors
and counsel too highly to listen for a moment to any
such reasoning.

The report on another page gives some of the main
facts of the meeting, but the spirit of the meeting
cannot be expressed in words. It is our prayer that
none who were present will rest satisied with the
blessing they received, or allow Satan to deprive
them of it.  God blesses us that we may be a blessing
to others.

A MEMBER of a Seventh-day Adventist Sabbath-
school asks: “Is it as great a sin to break the Sab-
bath as to murder ?”

The first thought that comes to our mind is, What
difference does it make which is the greater sin ?
Docs the questioner design to commit one or the
other of the sins, if he can ascertain which is the
lesser? We don’t believe that he does. Both Sab-
bath-breaking and murder are sins, and are both to
be avoided. “All unrighteousness is sin;” and “the
wages of sin is death.” Therefore since we are to
avoid even the appearance of evil, all we have to do
is to ascertain by the word of God what sin is. No
matter if a sin is very small; the one who commits
it will as surely be punished as though it were a
very large one.

But to answer the question directly. We don’t
know; and we don’t know of anybody on earth who
does know. If we could tell, then we should be
judges of the law. But God alone is judge, and all
we are called to do is to obey. Even Christ, when
he was called upon to say which is the greatest com-
mandme t in the law, would not specify any one,
but quoted the two great commandments whicl
comprehend the whole. It should be sufficient for
us to know that the commandments are holy, and
just, and good,” and that implicit obedience is to be
rendered to every one of them.

Romish Temperance.

A Goop deal of capital for the Catholic Church
has been made of the action of the Baltimore Ple-
nary Council on the subject of temperance. But the
perfect hollowness of that action is shown by the
following from the Catholic Mirror of Baltimore.
The Mirror publishes, regularly, liquor advertise-
ments, and some Protestant papers have been com-
plaining of it; whereupon the Mirror defends itself
thus:—

“Several Protestant exchanges have discovered
that the Mirror is guilty of an habitual mortal sin
because it publishes some liquor advertisements.
What is there inconsistent with just temperance
views in this ? Certainly there are many who should
never touch liquor in any shape. Nearly the whole
young generation of Americans are in this condi-
tion. Our feverish habits of life and the climate
forbid it. But there are others, especially the old

men of the present day, to whom liquor, judiciously
taken, is beneficial and almost a necessity. What
they need to guard against is the vile adulterations
of the day. But, should any of our Protestant
brethren feel in need of a pure article, which, being
pious men, they will use in moderation, we can
cheerfully recommend them to purchase of the re-
liable and well established firms who advertise in
the Mirror.”

This can be the better appreciated when it is un-
derstood that the Mirror is the official organ of
Cardinal Gibbons, and is published with the special
approval, and the “apostolic benediction” of the
Pope himself. And that is just how much Rome
really favors temperance.

The New Hymn Book,

It is with pleasure that we say a word in reference
to the new hymn book. At first among our people,
we had a small book of choice hymus, which took
the place of a larger one; and different editions of
this were published, containing selections of hymns
and tunes adapted to the use of those who keep the
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. As
it seemed mnecessary to get each edition out in
great haste, there was not that time and care de-
voted to the work that was necessary to bring out a
book which would meet the wants of the cause of
God. In this case, time has been taken to secure
the desired results. A large committee was first
appointed to consider the matter, and then a work-
ing committee was selected, comprising the best
musical talent in our ranks; and an earnest effort
was made to secure a book which would please all,
and not need to be replaced by another. We think
the desired object has been realized. The book con-
tains 1,413 hymns, the choicest selections from 275
different authors. These include leading reformers
in different ages, commencing back with Zinzendorf,
and embracing those who held positions as kings,
counts, countesses, and people of every rank and
station in life. There are 225 hymns whose author-
ship is unknown. One hundred and fifty of the
hymns were composed by our own people, many ot
them especially for this book. Among the 460
tunes, many were arranged expressly for this book,
We fail to see how any one can but be pleased with
the book. Nearly all of the hymns were written
under the inspiration of circumstances, and many
of them by those who have been called upon to
sacrifice their lives, at the stake and in different
ways, for the truth’s sake. Those becoming familiar
with the hymns will be impressed with the fact that
there is a hymn and tune adapted to all circum-
stances, and to any subject of truth which may be
spoken upon. The book containing the tunes is
only six by eight inches in size, one inch in thick-
ness, and contains 640 pages. The paper is made of
pure linen; the book is silk sewed, and thoroughly
bound. There is another edition of the book, con-
taining the same number of hymus, but without the
music. The hymns are arranged by subjects under
52 different divisions. We bespeak for the book
a large and extensive sale, not only among our
people, but among all lovers of good music.

S. N. H.
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