
T 

LAMBLRT 

THANKS FOR EVERYTHING—See page 2 November 19, 1940 Vol. 67, No. 46 



THANKS for EVERYTHING 
A THANKSGIVING 
DAY MESSAGE 

by HARRIETT D. 
JOHNSON 

i
T WAS Thanksgiving Day in Judea 
—some two thousand years before 
the Pilgrim Fathers in America de-

voted a special day to the giving of 
thanks. 

From the surrounding country came 
hundreds of people to the festival in 
Jerusalem. It was a motley throng that 
crowded the streets of the ancient city, 
and to many gathered there it seemed 
there was little to be thankful for that 
year. For seventy years they and their 
countrymen had been captives in a 
strange land and only recently had they 
been allowed to return to their former 
beloved homes in Judea. 

True, the walls of the city of Jeru-
salem had been rebuilt after a long and 
discouraging struggle, and the temple 
had been restored; but the greater part 
of the once beautiful city was still in 
ruins—grim reminder of the terrible de-
struction inflicted upon it by the enemies 
of the people of Israel. 

But on this autumn day the expectant 
people surged through the street that 
was before the water gate, taking a sor-
rowful interest in the scenes about them. 
In the center of the street a pulpit of 
wood had been erected especially for this 
occasion, and on the pulpit stood Ezra, 
leader of the people, now an old man. 

In his hands Ezra held a book—the 
treasured book of the law of Moses. 
Slowly, dramatically, in the sight of all 
the waiting throng, he opened the book, 
and as he did so the people arose as one 
man. Reverently they bowed their heads 
and worshiped the Lord while Ezra of-
fered a prayer of thankfulness and praise 
to the living God. 

"And all the people answered, Amen, 
Amen, with lifting up their hands: and 
they bowed their heads, and worshiped 
the Lord with their faces to the ground." 
Nehemiah 8:6. 

Then Ezra began to read, slowly and 
carefully so that all might hear and un-
derstand the solemn words. Assisting 
him in the services, which lasted until 
noon, were the priests and the Levites. 
"So they read in the book in the law of 
God distinctly, and gave the sense, and 
caused them to understand the reading." 
Nehemiah 8:8. 

The effect of hearing the wonderful 
words of the law was evident from the 
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first, for everyone listened with rapt 
attention; but as the service came to a 
close the people could no longer re-
strain their emotions, and all began to 
weep. They realized anew how great 
had been their sins, and they were over- 

HOW 

THANKSGIVING 
BEGAN IN AMERICA 

"G
OVERNOR William Bradford 
of the Massachusetts colony 

was the founder of the Thanksgiving 
festival. As early as 1621 he called 
together the early settlers at Plym-
outh for the purpose of offering 
thanks to God for the preservation 
of their lives, food to sustain them, 
and clothing for their bodies. A man 
of strong religious convictions, Gov-
ernor Bradford continued to call, per-
iodically, seasons of thanksgiving. 
One of his earliest written manu-
scripts was entitled, 'God's Merciful 
Dealings with us in the Wilderness.' 
Abraham Lincoln's first American 
ancestor, Samuel Lincoln, had come 
to this very wilderness in 1637 and 
had settled not far from Plymouth. 
As a man of religious inclinations he 
undoubtedly participated in these 
early Thanksgiving festivals."  

whelmed at the consequences of their 
transgression of God's commands. 

But Ezra and Nehemiah were not 
pleased with the cries of grief, and im-
mediately commanded the weeping to 
cease. As they sought to still the people, 
they exclaimed, "This day is holy unto 
the Lord your God; mourn not, nor 
weep." 

"Go your way," Ezra told them kindly 
as the weeping died away, "eat the fat, 
and drink the sweet, and send portions 
unto them for whom nothing is pre-
pared: for this day is holy unto our 
Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of 
the Lord is your strength." Nehemiah 
8:io. 

Thus, after devoting the first half of 
the day to religious services, the people 
of Israel spent the remainder of the time 
enjoying their Thanksgiving dinners 
and recounting the blessings they had 
been overlooking as they mourned for 
the "good old days." 

This, then, was the program that Ezra 
and Nehemiah, prophets of God, out-
lined for Thanksgiving Day in that far-
away land and age—a convocation of all 
the people for hearing God's word and 
rejoicing in His mercy, eating and drink-
ing of the bounties the Lord had pro-
vided, and sending gifts to the poor who 
otherwise would have had nothing. 

An ideal way to observe Thanksgiv-
ing Day except for one thing—the peo-
ple wept. Strange, perhaps, that they 
had to be commanded to rejoice and give 
thanks for their blessings. Their un-
grateful hearts forgot that God would 
forgive their sins, that they had been al-
lowed to come home, that the temple 
had been restored and the walls of Jeru-
salem rebuilt. They saw only the unre-
paired ruins of their homes and thought 
only of the hardships they had endured 
and those they were anticipating. 

And yet ingratitude is a common fail-
ing. All through the years human be-
ings have done as the children of Israel 
did on that memorable day; they grieve 
over what is past, fail to see the bless-
ings they have, because they are think-
ing of the many they do not have, and 
are thankful and happy only when 
everything is pleasant and their plans 
are not twarted. Others besides the 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Who RULES the NATIONS 

Ei
Y NO means the least of the many 
lessons we learn from a study of 
the Old Testament Scriptures is 

the fact that God has His eye and His 
hand on every nation. We discover that 
the world is never allowed to drift. 

The Almighty may have a particular 
interest in one nation, but always with 
a view to helping the world in general, 
through that nation. At the same time, 
He uses all the nations to help or disci-
pline, as He sees fit, the people of His 
particular choice. This was clearly His 
attitude in His dealing with Israel's an-
cient race. 

Almost two hundred years before the 
event, Cyrus was named by the prophet 
Isaiah as the man who should break the 
yoke of Babylon and set free the captives 
of Judah. On the strength of the revela-
tion of this plan to the prophet, Jehovah 
declared, "I form the light, and create 
darkness: I make peace, and create evil: 
I the Lord do all these things." Isaiah 
45 :7. 

The word "evil" must here be under-
stood as the opposite of peace; that is, 
strife or warfare. But does God create 
warfare? Only in the sense that He 
permits, controls, and uses it. If His law 
were perfectly obeyed by all men there 
could be no strife. It is the violation of 
His commandments that involves men 
and nations in warfare. Only in this gen-
eral fundamental sense is God responsi-
ble for human conflicts. Such conflicts 
are the inevitable outcome of the trans-
gression of those divine laws, the pur-
pose of which is to guide men into paths 
of peace. The laws are His, but man-
kind is answerable to God for breaking 
them. And the penalty of broken laws 
is paid here and now as well as in the 
final reckoning. 

Now it is clearly a divine principle 
that when men and nations get into 
trouble through breaking God's laws, 
the Almighty never leaves them wholly 
to themselves. Certainly He allows them 
to reap the consequences of their wrong-
doing in order to discipline and teach 
them, but He also regulates, guides, and 
controls those consequences according 
to His own inscrutable will and purpose. 

Because of sin we find Him allowing 
His chosen people to be carried off into 
captivity to the alien nation of Babylon. 
But even there He used the best and 
wisest of His children to make Himself 
known to the highest heathen authori- 

Is God Still leonNtrti 
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ties, and worked with them to bring 
Nebuchadnezzar to the realization that 
He, the most high God, "ruleth .in the 
kingdom of men." 

When the period of discipline closed, 
according to a strictly prearranged plan 
revealed in advance to the prophet Jere-
miah, Jehovah used Cyrus the Persian, 
His long-appointed instrument, to chas-
tise the Babylonians for their degenerate 
ways, and so to bring His chastened and 
disciplined people back to their own 
land. Jeremiah 29 ao; Isaiah 45:1-4. 

The same principle and purpose is 
seen in His dealings with individuals. 
When Joseph became great in Egypt, he 
made himself known to his brethren, 
who had been driven thither by want of 
food through famine. Visibly alarmed, 
they prepared themselves for a terrible 
revenge by Joseph for the heartless jeal-
ousy that led them to sell him as a lad 
into slavery and to lie to their father 
Jacob concerning the boy's fate. But 
Joseph put all their fears to rest by say-
ing, "Now therefore be not grieved, nor 
angry with yourselves, that ye sold me 
hither : for God did send me before you 
to preserve life. . . . And God sent me 
before you to preserve you a posterity in 
the earth, and to save your lives by a 
great deliverance." Genesis 45:5-7. 

Was God, then, the author of the per-
fidy of Joseph's older brethren ? No, but 
He used it as a means of sending Joseph 
to Egypt, where he could best work for 
his brothers' ultimate good. Already, 
no doubt, they had suffered sufficient 
physical and mental distress to teach 

OUR COVER PICTURE 
This beautiful picture, by H. W. 

Lambert, is suggestive of the spirit 
of devotion to God that filled the 
hearts of the pioneers of America at 
the time of the first Thanksgiving on 
these shores.  

Caesar crosses the Rubicon—one of the de-
cisive events of history. Nothing occurs in 
this world that the heavenly Governor 

does not foreknow. 

them that the way of the transgressor is 
hard. So God was with Joseph, guiding, 
restraining, and controlling all the pow-
ers of evil that rose up against him, even-
tually bringing him safely and glo-
riously through his trials, and using him 
at last as the medium of His gracious 
pardon extended to Joseph's brethren. 

And there in Egypt Jacob and his sons 
were blessed with peace and plenty 
through the influence of the very son 
who had been so cruelly betrayed, caus-
ing the father sorrow and the brothers 
bitter remorse. 

The God of Israel is still the same, for 
He changes not, and neither slumbers 
nor sleeps. Notwithstanding the tur-
moil and strife of the world, He still 
overrules in the world's apparently hope-
lessly tangled affairs. 

At one point in the Great War of 1914-
i8, before the American army had made 
its weight felt, only a "thin red line" lay 
between Germany and victory. And she 
did not know it until it was too late. 
Was that an accident ? Or was Omnip-
otence carefully controlling the order of 
events? He rules and overrules in the 
kingdoms of men. His eye and His hand 
are upon the whole world to chastise 
and to save, to discipline and deliver, and 
the nation or the individual that works 
righteousness He upholds and uplifts ac-
cordingly. 

"Deep in unfathomable mines 
Of never-failing skill, 

He treasures up His bright designs 
And works His sovereign will." 

for NOVEMBER 19, 1940 
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eyire You 'Ready to Meet Him? 

by B. R. SPEAR 

CHRIST'S COMING 

NEAR 

ARE you ready for Christ's com-
ing? He is coming soon, with all the 
holy angels. Then "all the tribes of the 
earth" shall mourn as they "shall see the 
Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory." 
Matthew 24:30. 

A scoffing world will weep and mourn 
when they see Him coming, because 
they have rejected the message of His 
return; and it will then be too late to get 
ready. 

The front page of your newspaper, 
the ringing voice of the radio announcer, 
all will be unnecessary, because "every 
eye shall see Him." Revelation i :7. 

"What shall be the sign of Thy com-
ing, and of the end of the world ?" Mat-
thew 24:3. The apostles asked this ques-
tion because they were anxious to know 
the signs of their Master's return and the 
time. Jesus left no place for doubt when 
He answered their question; and there 
should be no doubt in our minds as the 
procession of events He outlined goes 
trooping by. 

Jesus answered: There shall be "upon 
the earth distress of nations, with per-
plexity; . . . men's hearts failing them 
for fear, and for looking after those 
things which are coming on the earth." 
Luke 21:25, 26. The things which are 
now coming on the earth are tokens of 
His return; they are filling men's hearts 
with fear and trembling. Such events 
and conditions are not to cease, but to 
continue; not to decrease, but to increase. 

Jesus continued His answer, declaring: 
"Nation shall rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom : and there 
shall be famines, and pestilences, and 
earthquakes, in divers places." Mat-
thew 24:7. Wars and rumors of wars 
are to be the usual order of the day, ac-
companied by the crash of nations and  

interspersed with pestilences and great 
earthquakes. Today the newspapers are 
but echoing the words of Inspiration, 
thus announcing the fulfillment of the 
prophecy. 

According to Christ's prediction, a 
rush of events of the greatest magnitude 
is to take place. They will sweep away 
the hopes, ambitions, and expectations 
of men to such a devastating degree that 
their hearts will fail for fear. 

Take a map of Europe and check the 
rise and fall of nations in very recent 
times. You will discover at least twenty-
two changes and more on the way. 

The speed of events now is so terrific 
that we travel the track of a century in a 
single year, as David Lloyd George ex-
pressed it; and unwelcome events will 
continue to gallop across the horizon of 
time in an increasingly menacing fashion 
until Jesus comes. 

Christ promised: "If I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto Myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also." John 14:3. He 
did go. Now we know the time has come 
for His return. He does not come again 
for show or mere glory, or in retaliation. 
He comes for us His children. And He 
brings all the angels of God to celebrate 
the event. How wonderful, then, is His 
love for you, for me! 

Because He loves you; because He 
died for you; because the world is against 
you; because there will be violence and 
famine in the land, and hope will well-
nigh be crushed from the earth; because 
He is coming soon, He says: "Let not 
your heart be troubled : ye believe in 
God, believe also in Me." 

Are you troubled at heart regarding 
the future? Confess your sins to Christ 
and be washed in His blood; then you 
will find pardon and refuge in Him. He 

tN rERNAT10NAL 

"Pacifists Are Detestable" reads this sign 
carried in Italy. In every land hate is in 

the ascendancy. 

loves you, and longs for your salvation. 
This is not the time to be growing 
worldly. It is almost unbelievable to 
think that anyone who knows this 
mighty message of Christ's soon return 
should be drifting back to the card ta-
ble, the dance, the theater, or the wine 
cup. 

The Bible says: "Add to your faith 
virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and 
to knowledge temperance; and to tem-
perance patience; and to patience god-
liness; and to godliness brotherly kind-
ness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 
For if these things be in you, and abound, 
they make you that ye shall neither be 
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. . . . For so an 
entrance shall be ministered unto you 
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." 
2 Peter i :5-1i. 

Centuries before the first advent, the 
prophet Amos wrote: "Prepare to meet 
thy God." The Bible ends with these 
words: "I Jesus have sent Mine angel 
to testify unto you these things in the 
churches. . . . Surely I come quickly." 
And John answers: "Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus." Amos 4:12; Revelation 22: 

16-20. 

Only a little while remains. "The 
morning cometh, and also the night." 
Isaiah 21:12. But the Lord loves you, 
and awaits your surrender to His will. 
"Look unto Me," He says, and "be ye 
saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am 
God, and there is none else." Isaiah 
45:22. "Him that cometh to Me I will 
in nowise cast out." John 6:37. He is 
waiting for you. Give Him your answer 
now. 
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	 Ire We 

VICTIMS of 

CIRCUMSTANCE ? 
Or Can We Choose 
Our Way? 

by MARENUS H. JENSEN 

four commandments of the Decalogue. 
Likewise, when God created another in-
telligent being and placed him here on 
this earth, that act also demanded that 
there be some standard or law which 
would regulate his relations with others. 
These principles or regulations God has 
summed up in the last six of the Ten 
Commandments, the Decalogue, com-
monly called the moral law of God. 

But a law without a penalty is no more 
than a mere suggestion. God made the 
penalty for transgression of this law 
death. "Whosoever committeth sin 
transgresseth also the law: for sin is the 
transgression of the law." 1 John 3 :4. 
"The wages of • sin is •death." Romans 
6:23. Yet Adam, as king of this world, 
father of the human race, knowingly, 
willingly, presumptuously, disobeyed 
the principles of this law. 

Adam and Eve were not helpless vic-
tims of circumstances. They were not 
forced to take that which did not belong 
to them. They did not do it in ignorance. 
They chose to do so. But with the birth 
of Cain a new situation arose. Here 

Bitter remorse was the lot of our 
first parents as they saw the out- 

working of their sin. 

WHEN Lucifer, the "covering 
cherub," chose to rebel against 
God, it must be conceded that 

this highly intelligent being, this mighty 
leader in heaven, made a premeditated 
choice, one over which he, as a free moral 
agent, had complete and absolute con-
trol. He was not forced to rebel. He 
chose to do so. 

This also was true of our first parents 
back in the Garden of Eden. They had 
been forewarned by God. Genesis 2:16, 
17. They were aware of what they were 
doing. Their sin was willful disobe-
dience to principles and standards pre-
viously laid down. 

When God created Adam an intelli-
gent, thinking, reasoning being, a free 
moral agent, this very act necessitated 
or demanded that there be some stand-
ard or law outlining and regulating 
man's relation to his Maker. These prin-
ciples God has summed up in the first 
for NOVEMBER 19, 1940 

LINCOLN PROCLAIMS 

THANKSGIVING 

LINCOLN issued his first presiden-
tial proclamation for a day of "pub-

lic prayer, humiliation, and fasting" to 
be observed in September, 1861. The 
following year a Sunday in April was 
set apart invoking divine guidance to 
"hasten the establishment of fraternal 
relations among all the countries of the 
world." It was in 1863, however, that 
two national fast days were proclaimed 
which paved the way for the establish-
ment of the Thanksgiving festival as it 
is now observed. 

A special day of prayer was pro- 
claimed for Thursday, April 30, looking 
to "the pardon of our national sins and 
the restoration of our now divided and 
suffering country to its former and 
happy condition of unity and peace." 
Another day, Thursday, August 6, was 
set apart in which the people were 
requested to offer thanks for the 

was a being born of fallen, sinful parents 
by no choice on his part, born under the 
condemnation of the law. Would he be 
loyal to the ideals, principles, and stand-
ards of his Maker, or would he join the 
rebels? What would God do for Cain? 

In the case of Adam's sin, God could 
have done one of three things: i. He 
could have done nothing. He had told 
Adam plainly what the consequence of 
disobedience would be—death. Adam 
knowingly, deliberately, stepped out into 
open rebellion against God's expressed 
will. GOd could have said : I forewarned 
you what your fate would be; you can 
now suffer the consequence, and pay the 
penalty for your own transgression. This 
would have doomed the whole human 
family to ultimate annihilation. 

2. God could have abolished the law. 
Then, of course, it would not be sin 
to steal, for Paul says plainly, "Where 
no law is, there is no transgression." 
Romans 4:15. In that event, no punish-
ment could have been meted out to 
Adam. Irrespective of what he might 
have done, regardless of his deeds, he 
would have been an innocent man be-
fore the judgment bar of God. This act 
would have overthrown God's govern-
ment, which is just what Satan was 
endeavoring to do. 

3. God could permit someone else to 
pay the penalty for man's transgressions. 
In John 3:16 we learn that love prompted 
God to do this. We read that He "so 
loved the world, that He gave His only-
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life." .Since it was a divine law, 
a law from heaven, handed down by 
God, that was broken, a divine being, 
one who could represent heaven, must 

(Continued on page 14) 

Gettysburg vic-
tory and to call 
upon God "to 
subdue the an-
ger which has 
produced and so 
long sustained a 
needless and 
cruel rebellion." 

It was during this Thanksgiving sea-
son for Gettysburg and its victory that 
Mrs. Hale called to President Lincoln's 
attention the need of a Thanksgiving 
festival to be observed annually on an 
established day of the' year. Lincoln 
complied with this request by issuing 
on October 3, 1863, the proclamation 
naming the last Thursday in November, 
1863, as the first annual national Thanks-
giving Day.—Louis A. Warren, Litt.D., 
in Little-Known Facts About Thanks-
giving. 
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"ALL THINGS NEW"—No. 7 
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Nh' W MEN 

HIS earth, at the beginning of the 
six days of creation week, was without 
form—a dark, watery, chaotic mass. 
Then God, working through His agen-
cies, brought cosmos out of chaos. "The 
earth was without form, and void; and 
darkness was upon the face of the deep. 
And the Spirit of God moved upon the 
face of the waters. And God said, Let 
there be light : and there was light." Gen-
esis I:2, 3. The expression, "And God 
said," is repeated nine times in the first 
chapter of Genesis. In Hebrews 	:3 
we read, "Through faith we understand 
that the worlds were framed by the 
word of God." 

In the original creation, as described 
in Genesis 1, we notice three agencies 
at work, namely, the Spirit, the water, 
and the word, the result of which was 
order and beauty out of a formless mass. 
"The Spirit of God moved upon the face 
of the waters. And God said." Here 
we have the Spirit, the water, and the 
word. What a change was produced! 

The earth must have been very beauti-
ful when it came forth from the hand of 
God, for five times the statement is made 
in Genesis I, "God saw that it was good," 
while at the close of the sixth day the 
record is, "God saw everything that He 
had made, and, behold, it was very 
good." Verse 31. 

The pen is feeble when it attempts 
to describe its beauty. The earth was 
covered with a carpet of living green. 
There was not a dead spire of grass. The 
trees rose from the ground in all their 
stateliness and symmetry, covered with 
evergreen foliage, and some of them 
bearing all manner of precious fruit. 
There was not a falling leaf. The sur- 
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"Eye hath not seen . . . 
the things which God 
hath prepared for 
them that love Him." 

face of the earth was diversified with 
mountains, hills, and plains, interspersed 
with beautiful lakes and noble rivers. 
Graceful flowers and delicate shrubs of 

IN TIME OF 

TROUBLE 

by 

MAY 
COLE- 
KUHN 

Immortal God, in love behold 
Distraught humanity; 

Oh, hush the tumult and the strife; 
Imbue us with that quiet life 

That leads to heaven and Thee. 

Far, far we've wandered from the way 
Thy wounded feet have trod; 

Oh, bring us to the path again, 
Where love and hope transcend all pain, 

And guide us up to God. 

Thy mercy droppeth hour by hour 
On weary hearts, and sad. 

Thy love is greater than our grief, 
For Thou canst bless and bring relief; 

Thy strength can make us glad. 

Our wayward feet are wont to stray 
Where pleasant paths are laid; 

Give us the grace to follow Thee, 
O'er rugged trail and stormy sea, 

Courageous, unafraid.  

every tint, hue, and perfume greeted the 
eye at every turn. There was not a 
fading flower. There were no thorns, 
briers, or thistles; there was no sorrow, 
sickness, pain, or death. All things were 
new. 

The original creation is, in the Scrip-
tures, a type of the new birth, the crea-
tion of the new man in Christ. The 
apostle Paul, referring to the original 
darkness and the words of the Creator, 
"Let there be light," says, "God, who 
commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, hath shined in our hearts." 2 

Corinthians 4:6. And the Bible teaches 
that the same agencies work in the new 
birth as in the original creation, that is, 
the Spirit, the water, and the word. 
Christ, speaking to Nicodemus about the 
new birth, said, "Except a man be born 
of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God." John 
3:5. The apostle Peter says, "Being born 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of in-
corruptible, by the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth forever." I Peter I :23. 
Here are the three agencies: the Spirit, 
the water, and the word. 

Christ likened the word to a seed. 
Luke 8 :II. He also said, "The words 
that I speak unto you, they are spirit, 
and they are life." John 6:63. As a seed 
contains the germ of life, so the word 
contains the spirit and life of God. When 
an individual receives it as the word of 
God to him, the Holy Spirit imparts 
to him the life of the word, and a new 
man is spiritually created in the image 
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MY 

HEART for 

GOD 
Tenth in the Series, 
"My GIFT TO GoD"  

by MARTHA E. WARNER 

"Take my heart,—it is Thine own,—
It shall be Thy royal throne." 

of God. i Thessalonians 2:13; Acts 20:32. 

Through. the preaching of the word in 
apostolic times, heathen who had been 
steeped in the grossest of sins were trans- 
formed into sanctified men and women. 

Corinthians 6 :9-11; Colossians 3 :5-1o. 
In Reformation days, spiritual revolu- 
tions resulted from the preaching of the 
word. The historian, speaking of the 
Reformation among the French Hugue-
nots, relates: "The Bible ruled over the 
rejoicing French. Of the wonderful 
power of this wide reform, it is impos-
sible to speak without enthusiasm. . . . 
Men shrunk from vice and clung to 
virtue. The gross habits of the Middle 
Ages were thrown aside; the taverns and 
theaters were deserted, . . . in every 
village prayer meetings were held, and 
the Bible was studied by throngs of eager 
students. . . . Coarse plays and dances, 
extravagance in dress and license in liv-
ing, almost wholly passed away; . . . 
for the moment evil passions of men 
were charmed into repose, . . . the 
very countenances of the people were 
changed; the coarse lines of sensuality 
had been swept away, and from every 
face shone only benevolence and truth." 

In our time, the preaching of the word 
is accomplishing the same results. Mis-
sionaries have gone, for example, to the 
cannibal islands of the South Seas, and 
many of the people of these islands have 
been turned to Christianity. Thousands 
of men and women in darkest Africa 
today, through the preaching of the 
word, are being made new, turning from 
the vilest sins to righteous living. The 
word, used by the Holy Spirit; does 
make men new. 

Now, once more the earth, through 
the curse of sin, is to be brought to the 
condition it was in at the beginning 
before God gave birth to light. Once 
more, it is to be "without form, and 
void." Jeremiah 4:23-27; Isaiah 24:1-6. 
But after this there will be a new crea-
tion, and the new earth will come forth. 
The earth will be restored to its Edenic 
beauty, to be the new man's new home 
for eternity. Matthew 5:5; Psalm 37:9, 
1o. "And I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth. . . . And God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes; and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more 
pain: for the former things are passed 
away. And He that sat upon the throne 
said, Behold, I make all things new." 
Revelation 21:1-5. Once more, and for 
the last time, old things pass away, and 
all things become new. And remember 
that the new birth is the only way to 
the new earth. Then all the redeemed 
will have a new name, the new name 
for the new man. Revelation 2:17. Shall 
we not determine to be made new men, 
and enter that new home, and have the 
new name ?  

ONCE upon a time, my heart be-
haved badly. It was the day I 
visited The Franklin Institute 

of Philadelphia, and took a trip through 
the wonderland of science, finally arriv-
ing in the Hall of Medicine, Surgery, 
and Dentistry. 

Here I saw many old and obsolete 
surgical instruments. used long years 
ago. They were so crude, so queer-look-
ing, that I wondered how a surgeon 
could perform an operation, and still 
save the life of his patient. 

As I wandered from one exhibit to 
another, I came to a chair which held 
my attention because of the bowls of 
water attached to its arms. 

The attendant told me, if I would sit 
down in the chair, put my forefingers 
in the bowls of water, and watch the 
instrument on my left, I could see it 
record the action of my heart. 

So I did. And my heart behaved badly. 
Would it, I wondered, behave any better 
today, if I could see the record of its ac-
tion that is being kept in heaven? 
Would the revelation so frighten and 
discourage me that I would consider my 
case hopeless ? 

Desperately wicked . Jer. 17:9 
Deceitful 	 Jer. 17:9 
Evil 	 Heb. 3:12 
Despiteful 	Ezek. 25:15 
Deceived 	 Isa. 44:20 
Weak 	 Ezek. 16:3o 
Hard 	 Ezek. 3:7 
Stout 	 Isa. 10:12 
Double 	 Ps. 12:2 
Haughty 	 Prov. 18:12 
Proud 	 Prov. 21:4 
Rebellious 	 Jer. 5:23 
Impenitent 	 Rom. 2:5 
Perverse 	 Prov. 12:8 
Foolish 	 Rom. 1:21 
Stony 	 Ezek. II:19 

Well, there was only one way to find 
out, and that was to apply to my heart 
God's stethoscope, the word of God. So 
with the help of the concordance I 
searched the Scriptures and, frankly, the 
findings amazed me, so much so that 
I wrote them all down side by side in 
two columns somewhat after the fash-
ion of the table given below. 

And there is more, much more, but 
this was enough to let me know as I 
studied the column listed under "My 
Side" that my heart had indeed behaved 
very badly. And I also knew that before 
my heart could ever become a royal 
throne for the Lord, there would have 
to be a thorough house cleaning. An im-
possible task in my own strength! 

But when I looked at "God's Side" and 
noted all the wonderful changes He 
could and would make in my heart if 
I would yield to Him, my heart was 
filled with thankfulness; I decided to 
relinquish my hold on the old life and 
let God have His way with me. 

Today the Lord is pleading, "My son, 
give Me thine heart." Let us answer : 

"Take my heart,—it is Thine own,—
It shall be Thy royal throne." 

MY SIDE 
	

GOD'S SIDE 

• The human heart is: 	 But God can and will make it: 

Good 	  Luke 8:15 
Honest 	 Luke 8:15 

- Clean 	  Ps. 5I:Io 
Glad 	  Ps. 16:9 
Understanding 
Fixed 	

I Kings 3:9 
Ps. 112:7 

Soft 	  Job 23:16 
Established 	 Ps. 112:8 
Honest 	 Luke 8:15 
Tperneder 	 Eph. 4:32 
Pure 	  
True 	

 Matt. 5:8 
Heb. 10:22 

Contrite 	 Ps. 51:17 
Perfect 	 Chron. 29:9 

- Wise 	 Prov. 11:29 
- New 	 Ezek. 18:31 
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CREATION 0; 

1.---I 1HE chief field of controversy be- 
i 	tween Christians and skeptics has 
i  

	 been over the beginning of things. 
How did life and matter have their or-
igin, and when ? There can be but two 
methods of accounting for the existence 
of things animate and inanimate, 
namely, creation or evolution. All who 
study the question must make their de-
cision between belief in a direct creation 
through the power of a Creator, or the 
theory of natural development known as 
evolution. Also it must be the Bible and 
creation, or evolution and atheism. "Evo-
lution is atheism," according to a report 
of the American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Atheism. 

Speaking of the incompatibility of the 
Bible and evolution, one writer has said: 
"One cannot, by any gigantic feat of in-
tellectual contortion, believe in Genesis 
and evolution at the same time. And yet 
this first book of the Bible is called myth-
ical and allegorical in spite of the fact 
that it contradicts no known scientific 
fact, but instead is in accord with all we 
know of the beginning of things. If this 
be true, and it is, even on the authority 
of its enemies, why should it be thrown 
into the discard? Genesis is historically 
and scientifically accurate in every partic-
ular."—Arthur M. Brown, M. D., F. R. 
C. S., Sunday School Times, June 18, 
1932. The many efforts that have been 
made to harmonize the Genesis record 
with the evolutionary hypothesis have 
been absurd, to say the least. 

Geology is the branch of science that 
especially deals with the origin, age, his-
tory, and structure of the earth as as-
certained by the study of the rocks and 
other materials that compose its surface. 
This science also investigates the changes 
that have taken place in the surface or 
crust of the earth, and inquires into their 
causes. "Science" is defined as "knowl-
edge gained and verified by exact obser-
vation and correct thinking." Because of 
the antiquity of the origin of the earth  

and all that is in it, verification on a scien-
tific basis becomes exceedingly difficult 
if not impossible. For this reason in-
correct thinking and reasoning in the 
field of geology abounds. In no other 
branch of science are there more theories, 
suppositions, and speculations. 

The hypothesis of evolution has never 
been demonstrated by indisputable facts 
or verified by scientific observations, 
therefore it is still only a theory. Prof. 
Robert Millikan, famous American sci-
entist of the California Institute of Tech-
nology, said : "The regrettable feature 
of this whole discussion is that certain 
scientists are trying to prove the theory 
of evolution, which no scientist can do." 

The various theories regarding the 
origin of the earth and its sister planets 
of the solar system are based on the evolu-
tionary hypothesis demanding many 
millions of years to bring them to their 
present state. The estimates of their age 
run all the way from 25,000,000 to io,-
000,000,000 years. The vast difference 
in these estimates demonstrates that they 
can only be conjectures and are not the 
result of careful scientific deductions. In 
the realm of true science different sci-
entists arrive at the same conclusions 
oftentimes by different methods. It is al-
ways a false premise to form a theory 
and then endeavor to make facts prove 
it. The facts should always first be as-
sembled, and then belief should be based 
on the discoveries made. 

Regarding this false method, one of 
the most famous of modern scientists 
said : "The human mind cannot rest 
without hypotheses of some kind. The 
collection of facts is always followed by 
the formulation of laws, and to reach a 
rational theory about things is in fact 
the aim of Science. In early days it was 
the fashion, a fashion singularly illus-
trated by the methods of Greek inquiry, 
to first formulate a law and then to 
bring the facts within it. In modern 
times it has been found more fruitful 

* * 	* * * * 	* * * 

to arrange our facts first and then to 
see what law underlies them. The 
former process is considered obsolete in 
most sciences, not so in Geology. With 
many geologists, a wide-reaching a priori 
theory is first accepted on the metaphys-
ical grounds of its simplicity and plausi-
bility. This is made a shibboleth to test 
every man's scientific capacity by, and 
then all the facts are expected to fit into 
it, and if they will not fit by a natural 
process they are forced to do so by para-
doxes and subtleties. . . . Such a theory 
is the scholastic one of Uniformity."—
Henry H. Howorth, The Mammoth 
and the Flood, Preface, page 

Various theories regarding the origin 
and development of our solar system 
have been devised. Among these are "the 
nebular hypothesis," which teaches that 
nebulae are composed of star dust; that 
they are solar systems in the making, 
and therefore our solar system had its 
origin in such a mass of star dust which, 
through the process of evolution, re-
solved itself into the sun, planets, and 
satellites. "The meteorite hypothesis" is 
another attempt to prove evolution by 
the theory that the heavenly bodies have 
been formed or built up by large num-
bers of meteors being attracted to each 
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How Did the 

WORLDS BEGIN. 
Old Theories Abandoned in the Light of 
Modern Discoveries 

by TAYLOR G. BUNCH 
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and therefore solar systems in the mak-
ing, are now known to be groups of in-
numerable individual stars at vast dis-
tances, which are designated as galaxies 
or island universes. Also the sun is al-
most a perfect sphere; if it ever had been 
composed of less solid materials than at 
present, its rotations would have appre-
ciably flattened it at the poles and bulged 
it at the equator. This is true of the 
earth and all other celestial bodies. From 
this conclusion there is no escape. More-
over, while Jupiter is the largest of the 
planets and one of the farthest from the 
sun, yet its rotation is faster than that of 
the sun. What law of nature could ac-
count for this increase of speed after be-
ing thrown off from the central body ? 

Astronomical science has found that 
the planets all rotate in the same direction 
as the sun from west to east, and if they 
had been thrown off from a central re-
volving body they would rotate in the 
opposite direction:Also the satellites do 
not revolve around their planets in the 
same direction or at the same speed. The 
ninth satellite of Saturn, the eighth of 
Jupiter, and one of Neptune's, revolve in 
opposite directions. The satellites of 
Uranus revolve in orbits practically at 
right angles with that of the planet's, 
and the inner satellite of Mars goes 
around the planet three times while 
Mars rotates once. These and many 
other scientific facts have brought mod-
ern scientists to a questioning attitude 
toward theories of the origin of our solar 
system. Prof. George E. Hale of Mount 
Wilson Observatory said regarding La-
plLe's nebular hypothesis: "It can hardly 
be denied that Laplace's idea of the de-
velopment of the solar system must be 
reconstructed or abandoned," and Sir 
James Jeans, noted British astronomer, 
has concluded that "the time for arriv-
ing at conclusions in cosmogony is not 
yet come." More recently this scientist 
astonished his fellow scientists by saying: 
"We must conclude that the universe of 
stars is still quite young, in spite of look-
ing so old; its many appearances of great 
age must all be deceptive."—Nature Sup-
plement, October 24, 1931, page 703. 

Another well-known scientist comes 
to the following logical conclusion in 
regard to these theories of the origin of 
the earth and the solar system to which 
it belongs: "Here again we enter into 
the region of pure speculation, here we 
advance to the very frontiers of the 
known world, and can only conjecture. 
The origin of such nebula is unknown. 
. . . Whether the starting point is a neb- 
ula, or a swarm of meteorites, or a mass 
of planetesimals, or all three, we may 
leave to the future."—Joseph McCabe, 
The Principles of Evolution, pages 162, 
172. 

There is no better-established scientific 
fact than that something does not natu- 

rally come out of nothing. As all life 
must come from pre-existing life, all 
matter must come from pre-existing 
matter. No theory is of any value that 
does not explain the origin of the mat-
ter from which the earth and its com-
panion planets were made. Until the 
original matter is explained, the ques-
tions remain as unsolved as ever. There 
is nothing gained by chasing the original 
matter to another part of the universe. 
The question still persists, "Where did 
that matter come from ?" 

As all other theories are being ex-
ploded by the discoveries of modern 
science, there is nothing left but belief 
in a direct creation. Thus far no scien-
tific discoveries have in the least contra-
dicted the Biblical account of the begin-
ning of things. "In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth." 
"Through faith we understand that the 
worlds were framed by the word of God, 
so that things which are seen were not 
made of things which do appear." Gen-
esis :1; Hebrews :3. In His creative 
work the Creator was not dependent on 
pre-existing matter or pre-existing life. 
He was not indebted to the well-known 
law that "it takes matter to produce mat-
ter, and life to produce life." God made 
all things out of nothing. Of course this 
cannot be proved on the basis of science. 
It must be accepted by faith, and faith is 
taking God at His word, and His word 
is far more dependable than the guesses 
of man. 

Man can only conjecture regarding 
what happened so long ago. The ever-
existing Creator has given us His own 
record of what happened, and it is also 
the only explanation that has not been 
exploded by the findings of modern 
science. The wise will therefore cling 
to the creation theory and consider it 
true till it has been proved false. Of this 
possibility, however, we need not fear, 
because "the word of God . . . liveth 
and abideth forever." It is "true from 
the beginning." 
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other by the law of gravitation, and be-
cause of their high temperature and the 
force of the impact were welded together 
and gradually cooled. When we consider 
the meteors that reach the earth, the 
building up of a planet by this process 
would require a vast amount of time; but 
then time means nothing to an evolu-
tionist. 

"The wandering star theory" is the 
latest attempt to account for the origin 
of our solar system on the basis of evolu-
tion. According to this hypothesis a star 
came too close to our sun and exerted a 
tidal influence on that gaseous mass 
which caused it to shoot off two series 
of four bolts each, the first series form-
ing Neptune, Uranus, Saturn, and Jupi-
ter, and the second, Mars, Earth, Venus, 
and Mercury. These bodies, it is claimed, 
were whirled about the sun by the rival 
attractions of the sun and the rival star 
and have continued their revolutions 
ever since. 

These false theories have not been able 
to stand the test of scientific investigation 
and are therefore being abandoned. The 
discoveries of the following facts by the 
science of astronomy have made these 
theories untenable: What was once sup-
posed to be masses of nebula, or star dust, 
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A SONG and a LIGHT 
Two Friends Discuss an Important Question 

 

by LENORE E. HOWE 

 

  

ARIAN, standing on the front 
porch with hand extended 
toward the doorbell, paused 

and listened as strains from within the 
house caught her ear: 

" 'Not one single jot or tittle— 
Hear the Great Teacher say— 

From My Father's Ten Commandments, 
Ever shall pass away.' " 

The words rang out clear, sweet, .and 
strong upon the fresh morning air. The 
visitor, with hand still extended, con-
tinued to listen. 

" 'Blessed are they, blessed are they, 
Blessed are they that do; 

Blessed are they, blessed are they: 
Can it be said of you?' " 

With startling emphasis the question 
fell upon the ear of the listener, and in-
voluntarily she asked herself, "Can it 
be said of me?" 

Through the window she saw the 
singer lay down her dustcloth and seat 
herself at the piano. Striking a few 
chords, she sang: 

" 'They shall gain the golden city, 
Dwell on the earth made new, 

Who have kept the Ten Commandments, 
Owning the Saviour too.' " 

"Then the Ten Commandments and 
the Saviour belong together! I cannot 
believe it," Marian said to herself. 

After a brief interlude, the singer con-
tinued: 

" 'They shall drink of life's pure river, 
Sorrow and sighing o'er; 

Eat of life's fair tree forever, 
Never to hunger more.' " 

" 'Sorrow and sighing o'er.' How 
good! How beautiful!" breathed the lis-
tener. "No more war! No 
more fear! Peace and quiet 
forevermore." 

" 'Would you be among the number 
Jesus will honor then? 

Faith in Him alone can save you, 
Heeding the Precepts Ten.' " 

" 'Faith in Him alone can 
save you, heeding the Precepts 
Ten,' " Marian repeated softly. 

"Lucile believes and practices 
those words; but / believe that 
faith alone is sufficient. How-
ever, it would be a most terrible  

thing to be mistaken in so vital a matter. 
I will ask Lucile for the reasons for her 
faith," she resolved as she rang the bell. 

In a moment her friend was at the 
door_ and, drawing Marian within, ex-
claimed: "I am so glad to see you, 
Marian! I was just thinking about you. 
You remember the old adage, 'Think 
about the angels, and they appear.' " 

"I stood outside and listened to your 
song, Lucile. You sang it beautifully, 
and it touched my heart; but / believe 
that the Ten Commandments were 
done away when Christ came, and that 
He gave just two commandments—love 
to God and love to man; so I could not 
agree with the sentiment, at least not 
with all of it." 

"I cannot blame you, Marian, for I 
believed as you do until two years ago. 
At that time I attended a series of won-
derful lectures, in which nearly all points 
of Bible truth were studied. Once a 
week those attending the meetings were 
allowed to ask questions upon the sub-
jects previously studied. Since then the 
Bible has been a new book to me, and 
its truths stand out in a clear and beau-
tiful way I had never thought possible." 

"I must confess, Lucile, that I have 
never studied the Bible like that. As 
you know, I have been listening to ser-
mons nearly every Sunday for the last 
twenty years; but I have never obtained 
the joy and comfort out of religion that 
you seem to get, and that I really long 
for. What I desire is a faith founded 
absolutely upon the word of God." 

To a people who had forgotten love, Jesus 
explained that the core of divine law is love 

to God and man. 

"I am so glad, Marian, for Christ says 
in John 7:17: 'If any man will do His 
will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak 
of Myself.' But why not study for a lit-
tle while the words of the song which 
you question, Marian?" 

"Nothing would please me better, Lu- 
cile; but how about the dusting?" she 
asked, glancing at the abandoned dust- 
cloth. 

"It can wait. I hope never to be too 
busy to study the word of God. Where 
shall we begin?" she asked as she 
handed her friend a Bible. 

"Begin at the beginning; but where 
shall I begin? You will have to tell me 
where to read." 

" 'Not one single jot or tittle— 
Hear the Great Teacher say— 

From My Fathei's Ten Commandments 
Ever shall pass away.' " 

"Please stop right there, Lucile, for if 
Christ ever said those words, they must 
be in the Bible." 

"Certainly they are. You will find 
them in Matthew 5:17, 18." 

After quite a bit of searching, Marian 
found the place and read: " 'Think not 
that I am come to destroy the law, or the 
prophets: I am not come to destroy, 
but to fulfill. For verily I say unto you, 
Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or 
one tittle shall in nowise pass from the 
law, till all be fulfilled.'" 

" 'jot,' " said Lucile, "is synonymous 
with yodh, meaning the smallest He-
brew letter, and 'tittle' refers to little 
ornamental flourishes and distinguish-
ing points 'and corners of the Hebrew 
characters; and as Christ said that not 

even that much of the law 
should pass from it till heaven 
and earth pass, those who be-
lieve Him should. be  keeping 
every one of its precepts." 
- "Yes, that looks plain," re-
plied Marian; "but what about 
those two commandments—
love to God and love to man? 
I am sure I have heard about 
Jesus' giving a new command-
ment." 

"It is true, Marian, that love 
to God and love to man are the 
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two great principles of God's govern- 
ment. Christ spoke of them as the two 
great commandments; but if we love 
God with all our hearts, we shall dem-
onstrate that fact by keeping the first 
four commandments, which clearly out-
line our duty to Him. And it is equally 
true that if we love our neighbor as our-
selves, we shall keep the last six, which 
define our duty to our neighbor. Please 
read Matthew 22:34-4o." 

" 'But when the Pharisees had heard 
that He had put the Sadducees to si-
lence, they were gathered together. 
Then one of them, which was a lawyer, 
asked Him a question, tempting Him, 
and saying, Master, which is the great 
commandment in the law ? Jesus said 
unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind. This 
is the first and great commandment. 
And the second is like unto it, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.' " 

"There it is, Lucile. I was sure that 
Christ gave just those two command-
ments. I have heard it many times at 
church." 

"But wait, Marian, you have not fin-
ished. Read the very next verse." 

" 'On these two commandments hang 
all the law and the prophets.' I never 
saw that verse before! • 'Hang all the 
law.' Of course that means the rest of 
the commandments." 

"You are right, Marian, and the only 
safe thing for us to do is to leave them 
right where Christ hung them, for they 
are there, and will always remain there. 

" 'They shall gain the golden city, 
Dwell on the earth made new, 

Who have kept the Ten Commandments, 
Owning the Saviour too.' 

"Now, Marian, please read Revela- 
tion 22:14."  

" 'Blessed are they that do His com-
mandments, that they may have right 
to the tree of life, and may enter in 
through the gates into the city.' " 

"The city is the New Jerusalem, 
which is to be the capital of the renewed 
earth. In this city are the many man-
sions which Christ is preparing for all 
those who are loyal to His government." 

"I am especially interested in the last 
stanza of your song, Lucile. Please read 
that, and tell me where to find the 
proof." 

" 'Would you be among the number 
Jesus will honor then? 

Faith in Him alone can save you, 
Heeding the Precepts Ten.' 

"I am sure you will answer in the af-
firmative to the first two lines, Marian; 
but the truth of the last two is of vital 
and eternal importance to every soul 
that lives: 

" 'Faith in Him alone can save you, 
Heeding the Precepts Ten.' 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Though the Jews despised those of any 
other race, Jesus was drawn to the Ro-
man officer who displayed great faith. 

rjr
HERE  were two occasions when 
"Jesus marveled." The circum-
stances are interesting and present 

some practical lessons for us all. In one 
instance a Roman officer came to Him 
in behalf of his servant who was sick. 
Jesus immediately said, "I will come and 
heal him." With deep humility and rev-
erence for Christ, this Gentile believer 
said, "Lord, I am not worthy that Thou 
shouldest come under my roof: but 
speak the word only, and my servant 
shall be healed." Matthew 8:7, 8. 

Was it any wonder that the simple 
faith of that Roman soldier thrilled the 
heart of Jesus? "When Jesus heard it, 
He marveled, and said to them that fol-
lowed, Verily I say unto you, I have not 
found so great faith, no, not in Israel." 
"And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go 
thy way; and as thou hast believed, so 
be it done unto thee. And his servant 
was healed in the selfsame hour." 

How different was the attitude of this 
Roman from that of the Jews who pro-
fessed to be the chosen people of God! 
Day after day Jesus toiled for them, 
teaching the good news and healing 
their sick. Yet again and again they 
came to Him demanding a sign in proof 
that He came from God. They accused 
Him of breaking the Sabbath, of blas-
phemy, of being possessed with demons, 
of casting out devils through the prince 
of devils. They challenged His authority 
to teach, and tried in every possible way 
to entrap and condemn Him. 

In His word to the centurion, Jesus 
stated the principle on which God offers  

by MEADE MAcGUIRE 

to work for each one of us personally, 
"As thou hast believed, so be it done 
unto thee." It does not mean our belief 
in a theory, but our confidence in a Per-
son. What He does for you and for me 
is in accordance with our belief in Him. 
How many of us are like God's pro-
fessed people of old! We assent to the 
doctrines of God's word, but know little 
of what it means to exercise real faith. 
That word makes it plain that faith is 
not an opinion; it is a transaction, it is 
"the hand by which the soul takes hold 
upon the divine offers of grace and 
mercy." 

On another occasion Jesus had re-
turned to His home town. No doubt 
He was acquainted with all the villagers, 
and longed to impart to them the glo-
rious light of heaven, to heal both their 
physical and their spiritual maladies. 
The attitude of those people who knew 
Him so well seems amazing. On the 
Sabbath He taught in the synagogue. 
It must have been a wonderful lesson, 
for even those conceited, self-righteous 
people were astonished, and said, 
"Whence bath this Man this wisdom, 
and these mighty works ?" "And they 
were offended in Him." Instead of joy-
fully responding to the precious light, 
their hearts were filled with envy and 
jealousy toward one who had grown 
up in their own humble surroundings, 
and yet possessed such superior knowl-
edge and wisdom. 

"And He could there do no mighty 
work, save that He laid His hands upon 
a few sick folk, and healed them. And 
He marveled because of their unbelief." 
Mark 6:5, 6. What a sad testimony, that 
the Saviour of the world marveled at 
the unbelief of those who claimed to be 
the people of God! May it not be that 
some of us today cause our Master to 
marvel at our unbelief in view of all 
the light we have had ? 

"If thou canst believe, all things are 
possible to him that believeth." 

When JESUS 

MARVELED 
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The UNITED STATES 
in PROPHECY 

Its History 
Foretold 

by CARLYLE B. HAYNES 

T
HE two-horned beast of Revelation 
13:11 is a symbol of the United 
	 States of America. All its specifi- 

cations have been met in detail in the 
record of this nation. It came at the 
time foretold. It arose in the way out-
lined. It possessed the character fore-
seen. 

The outstanding factor in that char-
acter is summed up in the expression 
"land of liberty." This was a marked 
characteristic of the prophecy. It is a 
marked characteristic of the fulfillment 
in the history of this nation. Civil and 
religious liberty are principles which 
have been built into the very foundation 
of this country. They have been the 
features of greatest prominence through-
out its history. But they are in danger 
today. And the prophecy makes plain 
that they will eventually be repudiated. 

That is sorrowful news; but it is true, 
as we shall see. 

First let us survey the establishment 
and development of these principles in 
the history of the United States. 

The Declaration of Independence sets 
forth two great new principles as the 
basis of governmental existence which 
had not been acknowledged elsewhere 
in the world prior to the establishment 
of the American government. 

Senator Charles Sumner states them 
in this way: 

"The words that 'governments derive 
their just power from the consent of the 
governed' are sacred words, full of life-
giving energy. Not simply national inde-
pendence was here proclaimed, but also 
the primal rights of all mankind. Then 
and there appeared the angel of human 
liberation, speaking and acting at once 
with heaven-born strength, breaking 
bolts, unloosing bonds, and opening 

Liberty Bell, 
revered as the 
symbol of 
America's 
freedom. 
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prison doors; always ranging on its 
mighty errand, wherever there are any, 
no matter of what country or race, who 
struggle for rights denied, . . . espe-
cially visiting all who are downtrodden, 
whispering that there is none so poor 
as to be beneath its beneficent reach; 
none so lofty as to be above its restrain-
ing power; while before it despotism 
and oligarchy fall on their faces, like 
the image of Dagon, and the people 
everywhere begin to govern themselves. 

"The Declaration of Independence is 
the twofold promise; first, that all are 
equal in rights, and secondly, that just 
government stands only on the consent 
of the governed, being the two great 
political commandments on which hang 
all laws and political constitutions. Keep 
them in your hearts. This is the great 
and only final settlement of all existing 
questions. To this sublime consecration 
of the republic let us aspire." 

That the power of government derives 
"from the people governed" was some-
thing new on earth. But there is another 
principle set forth in this great Declara-
tion which is also new and of very great 
importance. 

Anciently, and now more recently, 
the principle upon which most nations 
were, and are, governed, is the principle 
that "might makes right." 

No matter how tyrannical or despotic 
or cruel or criminal the thing is which 
a nation does, if it has sufficient arbitrary 
power and force to do it, the possession 
of this power always proves to some 
minds the rightfulness of the thing done. 

It was also held by some in olden 
times, and is held by some today as 
well, that if the majority of the people 
approved some policy, it must be right. 
This is the old doctrine of "vox populi,  

vox Der —the voice of the people is the 
voice of God. 

The Declaration of Independence dis-
cards and repudiates both these theories. 
Its last paragraph declares that the 
United Colonies as free and independent 
states "have full power to levy war, con-
clude peace, contract alliances, establish 
commerce, and to do all other acts and 
things which independent states may of 
right do." 

Here a new doctrine is set forth. Be-
fore this it had been held that sover-
eignty was unlimited and illimitable. 
Now right is set forth as superior to all 
earthly power. 

Let Senator Sumner analyze this prin-
ciple for us. In his Works he says: 

"But the great Declaration, not con-
tent with announcing certain rights as 
unalienable, and therefore beyond the 
control of any government, still further 
restrains the sovereignty, which it asserts 
by simply declafing that the United 
States have full power to do all acts and 
things which independent States may 
of right do. Here is a well defined limi-
tation upon the popular sovereignty. 
. . . Mark, now, the difference: All ex-
isting governments at that time, even 
the local governments of the colonies, 
stood on power without limitation. Here 
was a new government which, taking 
its place among the nations, announced 
that it stood only on right, and claimed 
no sovereignty inconsistent with right." 

Certainly "the supreme Judge of the 
world" led in the establishment of such 
a system of government. Indeed, the 
hand of Providence has been signally 
displayed in the development of these 
principles in the United States. 

Here is carried out more fully than 
anywhere else in the world the great 
Bible principles of the separation of 
church and state, and freedom of con-
science and religion. Here it is supremely 
true that "the powers that be are or-
dained of God." Romans 13:1, 2. 

It is to be expected, as in all past his-
tory, that the great enemy of liberty, the 
great antagonist of the principles of 
soul freedom, the devil, will do his ut-
most to overthrow these principles as 
they are exemplified in America. He 
will raise up his own agencies for this 
purpose. He is doing it today. 
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Government by the consent of the 
governed is in grave jeopardy in Amer-
ica. With ever-increasing rapidity the 
law-making bodies of the United States 
are being hurried forward on the path 
which leads to a union of church and 
state. 

One by one, as new laws are enacted, 
the inherent and dearly bought rights 
and liberties of the people, liberty of con-
science, freedom of religion and wor-
ship, the right to profess and practice the 
religion of one's choice, are being en-
croached upon. Legislation prompted by 
bigotry and intolerance is multiplying. 

Laws are being proposed, framed, 
passed, and enforced which deprive citi-
zens of rights which constitutional guar-
antees formerly made sure to them. 
Great religious organizations have their 
paid lobbyists today, who seek to in-
fluence legislation in the interests of re-
ligion and religious observances. The 
time was when the Protestant churches 
pointed the finger of criticism at Cathol-
icism for being in politics. Today Prot-
estantism too is in politics. It has its 
agents seeking to obtain from civil power 
legislation favorable to itself. 

It is one of the essential principles of 
true Americanism that church and state 
should be kept separate. Both are di-
vinely ordained, but ordained to do dif-
ferent things, and to act in different 
spheres. When they are united it is evi-
dence that both are corrupted. 

Mighty religious forces today are seek- 

Wait 	 

Thanks for Everything 
(Continued from page 2) 

children of Israel need to be commanded 
to rejoice and give thanks even when the 
natural inclination is to mourn. 

Paul was well acquainted with these 
propensities of human nature. He, too, 
commanded all to be thankful as a part 
of .their Christian life and duty. In brief 
but forceful words, he said: "Thank 
God for everything—such is His will 
for you in Christ Jesus." 1 Thessalonians 
5:18, Moffatt. And again: "Giving 
thanks always for all things unto God." 
Ephesians 5:20. 

This unlimited gratitude must, 
plainly, include not only the pleasant ex-
periences of life, but sickness, sorrow, 
trouble, and all human ills. Are these 
to be occasions for thanksgiving? Paul 
says "Yes." 

To show that Paul's eventful life was 
a hard one, it is hardly necessary to list 
all the trying experiences through which 
he passed. He was stoned, beaten, slan-
dered, imprisoned, shipwrecked, and yet 
his was a grateful heart through it all. 
Even on his trip to Rome, with the pros-
pect of death before him, "he thanked 
God, and took courage." 
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ing governmental power. 1 hey are com-
bining their strength, uniting their or-
ganizations to bring pressure upon Con-
gress and state legislatures to obtain the 
enactment of religious laws. These laws 
would coerce the consciences of men, 
compel their obedience to religious ob-
servances, restrict their freedom of 
choice, deprive them of their religious 
liberty, and destroy their individual in-
itiative. 

We are now witnessing a gigantic at-
tempt to overthrow the essential liberties 
of America. The forms that this will 
take, the success it will have, and the 
final destiny of America, have all been 
fully outlined in advance in this proph-
ecy we are studying. We shall continue 
its analysis next week. 

The Declaration of Independence announced 
that the new government stood only on right. 

And it is not difficult to discover the 
reason for Paul's unusual achievement 
in perennial gratitude. He knew, def-
initely and irrevocably, that God was 
molding every circumstance for his good, 
and this constant faith in the ultimate 
outcome of every experience enabled 
him to be thankful "always for all 
things." 

Unlimited gratitude!—a goal that few 

"Thank God 

1   

ever attain f ully. 	od for every- 
thing"—a command that even Chris-
tians find hard to obey. And yet the re-
wards for the grateful heart are unlim-
ited, too. In this as in other commands 
of our heavenly Father, the reward is 
in keeping the commandment as well as 
for keeping it. "In every experience there 
is character value, though not always 
cash value." 

And from the fountain of the grateful 
heart will spring rivulets of other vir-
tues—contentment, happiness, love of 
others, and obedience to God. 

"Thank God for everything—such is 
His will for you in Christ Jesus." 

A Song and a Light 
(Continued from page 11) 

"Now I am going to give you proof 
for the truth of this statement, from 
the New Testament. Please read Ro-
mans 3:31." 

" 'Do we then make void the law 
through faith? God forbid: yea, we es-
tablish the law.' " 

"Then the law of God is really estab-
lished in the hearts and practice of all 
those who have a saving faith in Christ. 
Here God, through the great apostle 
to the Gentiles, says that faith in Christ, 
instead of doing away with the law, set-
tles, fixes firmly, or establishes it. Now 
from the same book, read verse 13 of 
the second chapter." 

" 'Not the hearers of the law are just 
before God, but the doers of the law 
shall be justified.' " 

"It is an easy thing for those who 
have given little or no thought to the 
matter of obedience to the law of the 
great King of the universe to go on care-
lessly, and even some who have studied 
the subject flatter themselves that, in 
some way or other, God will let them 
slip through. Such deceive themselves, 
only later to have a terrible awakening. 
Please read James 1:22." 
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" 'Be ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving your own selves.' 
`Deceiving your own selves.' It looks, 
Lucile, as if that is what I have been 
doing all these years." 

"You are only one among many, my 
dear. According to the words of Christ 
in Matthew 7:21-23, many will continue 
to deceive themselves until their proba-
tion is ended. 'Not everyone that saith 
unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of My Father which is in 
heaven.' That will is plainly stated in 
the Ten Commandments. 'Many will 
say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied in Thy name? and in 
Thy name have cast out devils? and in 
Thy name done many wonderful 
works? And then will I profess unto 
them, I never knew you: depart from 
Me, ye that work iniquity.' " 

"Oh, isn't that terrible! Those poor 
people come right up to heaven's gate 
fully expecting to go in, and are shut 
out! Why, Lucile, I cannot understand 
it. 

"But, Marian, iniquity is sin. The 
Bible defines sin as 'transgression of 
the law.' God could not let them in. 
He has promised that 'affliction shall 
not rise up the second time.' Nahum 
1:9. Our heavenly Father counts obe-
dience as true worship, and only those 
who are obedient and loyal to His gov-
ernment, as expressed in His law, the 
Ten Commandments, can ever enter 
His kingdom. But He will not con-
demn anyone until that one has had 
an opportunity to know what God 
requires. His commandment-keeping 
people are carrying His last message of 
mercy to all the world. All heaven is 
working with intense activity to save 
those who wish to be saved. On the 
cross, Christ bore the sins of the world. 
He bore your sins; He bore my sins. By 
this infinite sacrifice, He earned the right 
to represent all those who receive Him 
as their Saviour in the great court of 
heaven which is now in session. For 
them He pleads. For them He presents 
His blood and His righteousness. Jus-
tice is satisfied and 'Pardon' is written 

Asleep 
He sees when their footsteps falter, 

When their hearts grow weak and faint; 
He marks when their strength is failing, 

And listens to each complaint. 
He bids them rest for a season, 

For the pathway has grown too steep; 
And, folded in fair green pastures, 

He giveth His loved ones sleep. 

He giveth it, oh so gently] 
As a mother will hush to rest 

The babe that she softly pillows 
So tenderly on her breast. 

Forgotten are trials and sorrows 
That so often made them weep, 

For with many a soothing promise, 
He giveth His loved ones sleep. 

All dread of the distant future, 
All fears that oppressed today, 

Like mists that clear in the sunlight 
Have noiselessly passed away. 

Nor call, nor clamor can rouse them 
From slumbers so pure and sweet; 

For only His voice can reach them, 
Who giveth His loved ones sleep. 

Weep not that their toils are over, 
Weep not that their race is run; 

God grant we may rest as calmly 
When our work, like theirs is done] 

Till then, we would yield with gladness 
Our treasures to Him to keep, 

And rejoice in the sweet assurance, 
He giveth His loved ones sleep. 

—Selected. 
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against their names. Their cases are 
settled for time and for eternity. While 
the people mentioned in our text had 
professedly been working for Christ, in 
reality they had been working against 
Him, refusing to keep His command-
ments, perhaps even teaching others to 
despise them; thus they had become, as 
Christ called them, workers of iniq-
uity. They must have had an oppor-
tunity to know the truth, or He would 
not have condemned them. They had 
evidently deceived themselves. 

"God is now testing and proving the 
people of this earth. Those who prove 
true and loyal will receive the reward 
of eternal life, and dwell forever in a 
beautiful land, free from sin, suffering, 
and death; from war, famine, and pes-
tilence. There, united with their loved 
ones, they will pass an eternity of bliss. 
But I must have you read the texts in 
Isaiah 32:17, 18." 

" 'The work of righteousness shall be 
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peace; and the effect of righteousness 
quietness and assurance forever. And 
My people shall dwell in a peaceable 
habitation, and in sure dwellings, and 
in quiet resting places.' 

"Thank you so much, Lucile. I seem 
to be seeing a great light, and I am 
glad! I have decided to know God's 
truth, and to do it. I shall remember 
the words of the text, 'In vain they do 
worship Me, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men.' Matt. 15:9." 

Victims of Circumstance 
(Continued from page 5) 

pay the penalty. Since it was broken by 
the human family, they too must be rep-
resented in the case. And since it re-
quired life, one in possession of that price 
must pay it. It must also be paid by one 
who had not transgressed, else he would 
only be paying the penalty for his own 
sins. 

Thus Christ, both human and divine, 
the Sinless One, the giver of life, paid 
the penalty for man's transgression of 
God's law, accepted the wages of sin, 
death. He died in man's stead. Thus He 
saved the law, and freed the sinner. 
Herein we have the plan of redemption. 
It was for this twofold purpose that 
Christ died on Calvary's cross. 

And so today Christ through His rep-
resentative, the Holy Spirit, comes to me, 
a sinner, and says: "What is your 
choice? Whom do you choose to serve? 
Do you choose to be loyal to your Maker, 
to the ideals, principles, and standards 
of heaven? or do you choose to join the 
rebel forces?" 

I might respond by saying: "Oh, there 
is no hope for me. There is that original 
sin resting upon me." 

But Christ replies: "No, I took care of 
that sin on Calvary's cross. That is not 
held against you. What is your choice?" 

Then I might say : "But I was born of 
sinful parents. My father died a sinner." 

Once more He assures me: "I will not 
hold you accountable for that. What is 
your personal choice in this matter ?" 

Again I object: "But, Lord, I have 
been a vile sinner all the days of my life." 
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To this He replies: "Yes, I know it. 
I have a complete record of your life—
every thought, deed, and word. But if 
you will only confess your sins and ask 
for forgiveness, I will forgive your sins, 
cleanse you from all unrighteousness, 
and present you with a page as clean and 
white as I presented to your father Adam 
back in the garden of Eden. It was for 
this that I died. I will not hold the past 
against you. What is your choice now?" 

Again I protest: "Lord, I am afraid 
I cannot hold out. So perhaps I had bet-
ter not leave the ranks of the rebel. I 
might fall." 

Once more comes His loving answer, 
"I remember that you are but dust, and 
that the devil 'as a roaring lion, walketh 
about, seeking whom he may devour.' 
So, if you are overtaken in sin, if you will 
but come to me, repentant, I will for-
give that sin also. I will cleanse your 
page. What is your choice?" 

But still I may quibble: "Lord, I know 
not what to do." 

To this He answers, "It is for this 
reason that I have sent the Holy Spirit 
into the world. He will 'guide you into 
all truth.' I have given you the Bible as 
a divine guide, the organized church as 
a helper. All heaven stands ready to 
guide you in the right path if you choose 
to go that way." 

Let me ask—what more could Heaven 
do? 

Cain was not doomed to eternal de-
struction because of the sin of his father 
Adam. He determined his own eternal 
destiny. As with Adam, so with me, God 
has pointed out the two roads, and the 
ultimate end of each. He has placed 
me on absolute equality with all the 
other beings, as far as my ultimate des-
tiny is concerned. I am still a free moral 
agent. I have the power of choice. I 
can choose to be loyal to my Maker; or 
I can choose to join the ranks of the 
rebel. My eternal destiny depends upon 
my personal choice. 

And, dear reader, you and I, by our 
own choice, are in one of these groups 
today. If we are saved in Christ's coming 
kingdom, it will be because we have 
chosen to be saved. If we are lost, it will 
be because we ourselves have made that 
choice. It is unfortunate that we must 
go through so many disappointments in 
this brief life because of the rebellion; 
but we are not helpless victims of cir-
cumstances as far as our eternal destiny 
is concerned. The choice is ours. We 
determine under whose banner we will 
march—the black banner of rebel Luci-
fer or the bloodstained banner of Prince 
Immanuel. 

We, as individuals today, by our own 
choice, are numbered in the ranks of 
the rebel, or we are numbered in the 
royal army, loyal to our King. What is 
your choice ? 
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John. 
51. An Outline History of the Evangelistic and Missionary 

Work of the Early Church. 
52. The prophesies Concerning Jesus and their Fulfillment, 

arranged Chronologically, with principal verses printed out 
in full. 

53. Map Showing Approximate Distances from Jerusalem 
to Various Historical Points. 

54. Chart Showing the Interior Arrangement of the Temple 
at Jerusalem. 

55. Thirteen Special Illustrated Maps Showing the jour-
neys of Jesus, Peter, Paul, and the Journeys of the Children 
of Israel from Egypt to Canaan. These are separate maps, 
mind you-not several crowded together on one page. 

The Revised Version is given in the wide 
margin opposite the verses, wherever an im-
portant difference in meaning occurs. 

THE BIBLE OF NO REGRETS! 
No other Bible has won the praise 
of so many renowned Bible stu-
dents. See this remarkable refer-
ence work before you buy any 
Bible  --  or you may regret it as 
others have. 

B. B. //-A.kri.ek BIBLE CO. 
Dept. S4-109 MERIDIAN LIFE BUILDING 

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16

