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ONE PENNY

What's Wrong with the World?
A Candid Diagnosis and a Remedy
F. C. BAILEY

ESPITE the happy issue of the Locarno Con- a little later on calls it a world of "muddle and
ference the trend of events is still causing wretchedness."
grave concern to our most far-seeing
Again, such statements as the following in a leadstatesmen.
ing article of the Sunday Times of September 20,
The world is sick and feverish and sub- 1925, are frequently being expressed :—
ject not only to surface eruptions but also to
"Today the spirit of concord has gone, the popua series of mental, moral, and physical breakdowns, lar will has become weakened and confused, and
and we are frequently warned of an impending col- mental bewilderment, spiritual laxity, and halting
lapse. Stimulants and narcotics are being desper- leadership seem to be pushing the nation down into
ately applied to keep things going for a time; yet we a quicksand of darkness and despair."
are constantly being advised that the end will come
Should there be a remedy it can only be known
possibly sooner than
a n d effectually apwe anticipated.
plied following a careHere is a stateful and thorough exment made by Genamination of the
eral Smuts in 1923 :—
symptoms, to be
"The sands are
found in the various
running out, and uncomplex systems and
less some strong hand
communities that
can even now clutch
make up the world of
Europe a n d rescue
today. Such an exher from the slope
amination is a necesdown which she is
sary step to a true
slipping, t h e catasdiagnosis of the case.
trophe of the peace
Shall we now exmay yet become
amine a n d discern
greater than that of
the symptoms?
t h e Great War."—
INTERNATIONAL
Daily Chronicle, FebRELATIONS
ruary 7, 1923.
FIRST looking at
Lord Grey seems
t h e world internato share the same betionally, we find exlief. In one of his
treme nervousness,
utterances h e spoke
with mutual fear and
as follows :—
distrust among t h e
"Recent events
nations. Associated
have shown us, with
with these must be
horrid clearness, Eunoticed a feverish
rope sliding surely,
competition in armathough it may appear
ments.
slowly, towards the
Mr. Lloyd George
abyss. Do we realise
has uttered the folhow far down the
lowing warning :—
slope we have already
"Watch ! There is
gone ?"—Daily News,
Kadel & Herbert News Photos a growing assumpOctober 9, 1923.
KING OF SWEDEN ADVOCATES ATHLETICS
tion that the conflict is
H. G. Wells, in one
of his recent publica- More athletic fields and fewer military drill grounds is the order of coming again sooner
in Sweden, and no less an authority than King Gustav or later.
tions, speaks of this the day is
behind the movement. He says he would much rather
"Nations are build"frowsty old germ- himself
present prizes for athletic prowess than pin medals on the chests
ing up armaments.
saturated world" and
of battlefield heroes.
[Registered at the G.P.O., Melbourne, for transmission. by post as a newspaper.]
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You have national animosities, national fears, suspicions, dislikes, ambition fostered and exaggerated.
You have more than that. Keep your eye on what is
happening.
"They are constructing more terrible machines
than even the late war ever saw. What for? Not
for peace. They are not even to disperse armies.
They are to attack cities unarmed, where you have
defenceless populations; to kill, to maim, to poi6on,
to mutilate, to burn, helpless women and children.
The next war, if it ever comes, will be a war on
civilisation itself."—Daily Chronicle, 1923.

refuse to work as long as they draw the dole. . . .
The other depressing fact is the insane folly, or the
deliberate wickedness, of the trade union leaders
who profess to believe that they can improve the lot
of the working classes by revolutionary action of the
Russian type leading to the 'dictatorship of the prole-.
tariat,' the downfall of the capitalist system and the
ideal of communism."
These observations undoubtedly mark the extremely precarious condition of industry. A breakdown seems probable at any time.

SYMPTOMS IN INDUSTRY

A LOOK at the religious aspect of the situation
is also far from encouraging. The professing church
of Christ is not functioning properly or harmoniously. There is division where there should be unity,
clannishness in place of brotherhood, debility instead of strength, confusion instead of divine order.
The Bible, the Word of God and the foundation of
the Christian faith, is being relegated by many of
the leaders of our churches to the shelf of obsolete
antiquities. The purpose of the church seems to
have taken on a social rather than a spiritual aspect,
and its object is to provide a round of entertainments
rather than to preach the Word and save men from
sin.
Instead of lifting up a high standard for the
people, many questionable and unspiritual remedies
are being tried to hold and attract, but with little
success. The church has lost the confidence and
respect of the masses, for whom it appears to have
no definite message to meet the need of the hour.

Now, to regard the world from the industrial
viewpoint. Sir Eric Geddes tells us that "most industries in this country need the doctor."—The Observer, April 6, 1924.
"The Prime Minister, obviously weighed down by
his responsibility as Physician-in-Chief, having described the symptoms and possible remedies, declares
that he can do little or nothing, and that the only
hope lies in the strong constitution of the patient."
In the same article it is stated :—
"Great Britain—the mighty industrial nation we
have always known, and of which we are a part—
tosses uneasily upon the bed. Will she pull through,
Or ought we to prepare for the end ?"
Sir George Hunter, stirred by the serious condition of things, recently wrote a letter couched in
strong terms to the Premier. He speaks of the
disease of idleness, the demoralisation by the dole
of hundreds of thousands of our people, the
dwindling of capital, and the drifting to communism
and chaos. He then asks the question, What is
wrong? Is it capitalism? Is it trade unionism?
But he does not answer these questions.
Sir Philip Gibbs, however, is more candid in his
Sunday Times article of September 20 last, entitled,
"Is England Done ?" He makes the following assertions :—
"No government has done anything whatever beyond niggling measures to reduce the figures of
unemployment. They are not reduced. And every
government has failed in courage to tell the truth to
the people, to give them a touch of inspiring leadership which would unite all classes in a common
endeavour to meet a common danger which is the
possible ruin of England and its Empire. The danger is hidden. The people are still unaware of it,
in spite of warning voices here and there. 'There is
no attempt at unity rising above political parties and
cries, but a very steady drift into class antagonisms
and class hatreds. The employers of labour have
been asking for trouble as well as getting it. There
is no generosity or pity in them for the men whose
wages they want to cut down. They manoeuvre for
position, as in warfare. One cannot help suspecting
that. And from middle-class homes young men,
and middle-aged men, are enrolling themselves
quietly in Fascist bodies, which means, if they mean
anything, a preparation for civil conflicts against
men who were their comrades in the war. On the
other side are groups of young men—and women
—enrolled in other bodies and societies, flaunting the
Red Flag as communists, eager to make cheap martyrs of themselves, cursing capitalism, ready for the
`lark' of revolution whose terrors and consequences
—for themselves—they have never seen and cannot
guess. . . . Where one's sympathy slumps and all
one's optimism fails is in face of two depressing facts. One is the demoralisation of men
—and women—who do not want to work and who

RELIGIOUS SYMPTOMS

•

SOCIAL SYMPTOMS
FROM the social viewpoint the symptoms are
quite alarming. We find discord in domestic life as
evidenced by the busy round of the divorce courts.
The old standards of chastity seem to have disappeared. There is an inordinate love of pleasure,
particularly of the reckless and exciting variety,
which makes for an unhealthy abandonment on the
part of the youth of today. Along with all this one
observes the serious prevalence of crime, the callous
selfishness among all classes, and the lack of respect
for authority, parental, judicial, or spiritual.
SYMPTOMS IN NATURE

EVEN in the world of nature we have to recognise
the increasing frequency of pestilential epidemics
upon man and beast, and upon plant life; with serious famines, disastrous earthquakes, floods, and
cyclonic disturbances.
We have now taken a good survey of this sick
old world of ours and have found it to be in such a
deplorable condition of wretchedness and unrest as
has never before been experienced in its known
history, and its hope of recovery seems very small.
Having studied the symptoms we may now seek
to diagnose. Our textbook will be the Bible, the
author of which is the great Physician who hears
every cry of distress and who is able to heal all
our infirmities, the same also who made the world
and all things that are therein, and who subjected it
to laws of His own making, for the well-being of
His creation. Here we may expect to find a cause
and- a remedy for a world that is sick and sad.
As to the cause of unrest and wretchedness, a
text in Isa. 32 : 17 and another in Isa. 57 : 20, 21 will
help us to discover it. The first reads : "The work
of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of
righteousness quietness and assurance for ever."
That is just what the world needs today and cannot.
obtain. The cause of peace, quietness, and assur-
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ance, is here declared to be the "work of righteous- timism of the spiritual leaders and the great lack of
ness." Mark that closely. In the second reference repentance for sin. The remedy is then given—
the same thought is rendered in the negative : "But returning to "the old paths" and "the good way."
the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot Thus only shall men find rest for their souls.
rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. There
Jesus in His day repeated the invitation in His
is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked."
well-known words : "Come unto Me, all ye that laSpeaking of conditions similar, though on a bour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
smaller scale, to what they are today, the same Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I am
prophet says :—
meek and lowly in heart : and ye shall find rest unto
"Their works are works of iniquity, and the act your souls." Matt. 11: 28, 29. And this is His
of violence is in their hands. Their feet run to evil, blessed invitation amid these troubled times to all
and they make haste to shed innocent blood : their who are weary and heavy laden with sorrow and sin.
thoughts are thoughts of iniquity ; wasting and de- But as in our text, so it is today, men have said,
struction are in their paths. The way of peace they "We will not hearken," and consequently they are
know not ; . . . they have made them crooked reaping "the fruit of their thoughts." They have
paths : whosoever goeth therein shall not know rejected the law of God and are regarded as grievous
peace. Therefore is judgment far from us, neither revolters.
doth justice overtake us : we wait for light, but
The harvest of iniquity is what the earth is reapbehold obscurity; for brightness, but we walk in ing today in its unrest, uneasiness, and suffering
darkness. . . . We roar all like bears, and mourn among all classes and nations, "Oh that thou hadst
sore like doves : we look for judgment, but there is hearkened to My commandments ! then had thy peace
none ; for salvation, but it is far off from us. For been as a river, and thy righteousness as the waves
our transgressions are multiplied before Thee, and of the sea." Isa. 48: 18. "Great peace have they
our sins testify against us : for our transgressions which love Thy law : and nothing shall offend them."
are with us ; and as for our iniquities, we know Ps. 119: 165.
them ; in transgressing and lying against the Lord,
The law is that which defines sin, for "sin is the
and departing away from our God, speaking oppres- transgression of the law." This law is further
sion and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the specified by the Apostle Paul, "I had not known sin,
heart words of falsehood." Isa. 59: 6-13.
but by the law : for I had not known lust, except the
The trouble and its cause is here pictured very law had said, Thou shalt not covet." And James
plainly. The symptoms are the same as in our writes -by inspiration, "If ye fulfil the royal law
present investigation and the cause is a revolt according to the Scripture, Thou shalt love thy
against the law and authority of Heaven.
neighbour as thyself, ye do well," and "whosoever
We read again from the Scripture :—
shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point,
"The Word of the Lord is unto them a reproach ; he is guilty of all. For He that said, Do not commit
they have no delight in it. Therefore I am full of adultery, said also, Do not kill."
the fury of the Lord ; I am weary with holding in :
The law of God is the same as that expressed
I will pour it out upon the children abroad, and upon amid the thunders of Sinai and known as the Ten
the assembly of young men together : . . . for I will Commandments.
1 stretch out My hand upon the inhabitants of the
To the great question that so many are asking
land, saith the Lord. For from the least of them today—What's wrong with the world ?—the answer
even unto the greatest of them every one is given from God is, "Sin," and He further states in His
to covetousness ; and from the prophet even unto Word that "sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth
the priest every one dealeth falsely. They have death." The disease is a fatal one and needs prompt
healed also the hurt of the daughter of My people and proper attention. In the physical world all
slightly, saying, Peace, peace ; when there is no maladies are due to broken laws that govern our
peace." Jer. 6 : 10-14.
body processes, and restoration can only come by
It surely is the work of the ministry of the a return to harmony with those laws. It is the same
church of Christ to reprove sin rather than to con- where the peace and well-being of the world are
done it, yet many things that the Bible declares concerned. The great thing that matters is to bring
to be sin are excused or made light of by the spiritual mankind back to obedience to the laws that govern
advisers of today.
the well-being of the universe. These laws, Jesus
"Were they ashamed when they had committed said, all hang on two great divine principles—love
abomination ? nay, they were not at all ashamed, to God, and love to one's neighbour. And it can
neither could they blush : therefore they shall fall readily be seen that this is where the nations fail
among them that fall: at the time that I visit them today, where the employer fails, the workman fails,
they shall be cast down, saith the Lord. Thus saith the church fails, the home fails, and the community
the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask at large fails. Should these principles be adopted
for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk they would unite the nations in a permanent pact of
therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But peace, unite the church in faith and doctrine as well
they said, We will not walk therein. Also I set as in her mission to the unsaved, they would unite
watchmen over you, saying, Hearken to the sound of employers and workmen, members of the home and
the trumpet. But they said, We will not hearken. of the community, crime would disappear, fear and
Therefore hear, ye nations, and know, 0 congrega- unrest would be unknown.
tion, what is among them. Hear, 0 earth : behold,
Real peace cannot, however, be brought about
I will bring evil upon this people, even the fruit of by a change in external conditions. Legislation is
their thoughts, because they have not hearkened not sufficient; a church that does not yield to the
unto My words, nor to My law, but rejected it. . . . full dominion of her Lord is powerless. Ethical
They are all grievous revolters." Jer. 6: 15-19, 28. societies will fail, civilisation and culture will come
This remarkable chapter clearly portrays the un- far short. In fact, every human effort will be found
fortunate attitude of the professing Christian na- wanting. The world needs Jesus.
tions towards the Word of God, the spirit of
By means of a new covenant between God and
covetousness abroad, the undue and harmful op- man, the same that was ratified by the death of
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Christ, the Lord says : "I will sprinkle clean water
upon you, and ye shall be clean : . . . a new heart
also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put
within you : . . . I will put My Spirit within you,
and cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye shall
keep My judgments, and do them." Eze. 36: 25-27.
This is the ONE REMEDY for the world today, to
save her from the doom awaiting her.
Will the world accept it and apply it? That
is another question ! Individuals are doing so and
finding a peace that passeth all understanding.
They feel somehow a wonderful sense of security in
this old world of strife and turmoil. But Peter could
only walk on the sea while he kept his eyes upon
Jesus ; as he dropped them to regard the boisterous,
restless waves, he began to sink. Today, as we
journey over the troubled sea of life our only hope of
completing the journey in safety is by looking unto
Jesus.
Let us not wait, then, for some great world
happening to change things around us, but make a
personal application of this sure remedy to ourselves.
Then, should the world perish in sin and revolt
against its Maker, we, by the grace of God, shall
be saved out of it by surrendering our hearts to
the divine Surgeon who can save His people from
their sins and turn every one of them away from
his iniquity.

February 15, 1926

somebody—anybody. The particular object of his displeasure
is the little foundling girl whom he has "adopted." The
child, to escape his murderous wrath, locks herself in a room.
We are then shown, on one side of the door, the child in the
extremity of terror, and on the other side the ruffian in the
ecstasy of rage: both passions portrayed with vivid, but
sickening histrionic power. The child is dragged forth and
thrashed to death, and we are treated to the whole edifying
spectacle except the actual coup de grace. In justice to the
patrons of the cinema, let it be said that a good many women
in the audience covered their eyes. Anybody, man or woman,
who kept them open can only have done so from instincts
which are animal and disgusting. This is perhaps an extreme example: yet the film in question had a high reputation
and an enormous popularity.

Concerning the absence of all the ordinary restraints of life and the violent conduct so characteristic of many films he says :—
In the consequences of this violent conduct, the logic of

real life is persistently ignored. There is no need to dwell
on the outrageous unreality, improbability, and sentimentality
of the average film story. They can scarcely be exaggerated.
In the film world, the wildest and weakest wickedness can
always be undone, not by expiation, but by a hasty denotement
of tearful repentance in the last hundred feet or so of the
reel. This mechanical absolution and remission of sin makes
sin itself a mere incident without moral significance.

Mr. Allen says further : "Thc romance of lawlessness is a very favourite theme, particularly
popular, as might be expected, among boys." And
again, in another paragraph : "Revenge is another
standard ingredient of the film-drama."
The last excerpt we shall take from this article
reads :—
"MOVIES" AND MORALS
Other undesirable elements in the strange world of the
HE enormous growth of the cinema in recent cinema need but a passing glance, for they are very familiar •
anybody acquainted with the ordinary film programme.
years has raised many problems for the moral- to
The everlasting representation of luxury in its most vulgar
ist and the psychologist." These are the open- and ostentatious forms holds up the dollar to millions of
ing words of an article that appeared under the simple minds as the only standard of success and happiness.
above caption in the Quarterly Review of recent date. Is it any wonder if the resentment of the "have-nots" against
the "haves" becomes daily more bitter? Whether the feeling
So grave is the situation from many standpoints aroused among the "have-nots" be unhealthy covetousness or
that in Britain in 1917 a Commission of Inquiry healthy reprobation, the peace of society is equally prejudiced.
was set up by the National Council of Public Morals Again, the course of justice is frequently travestied as a
of freakish, undignified, and shallow sentiment; . .
to investigate these problems, and the council issued display
Finally, although, as has been said, open indecency does not
a very detailed report which attracted much atten- exist on the films, the less edifying aspects of sex are hinted
tion. Last year this was supplemented by a further at with damnable iteration.
report on "The Cinema in Education," edited by
Without doubt the cinema is doing an almost
Sir James Marchant.
inestimable amount of harm to the morals of both
Mr. C. K. Allen, the writer of the article from young and old, but especially the former. The daily
which we are quoting, believes that "openly indecent portrayal of crime, immorality, violence, and lawfilms are practically unknown in the English-speak- lessness of almost every description is producing an
ing countries." "Yet," he admits, "the moral dan- awful harvest. We appeal to our readers to give
gers of the film are so obvious that some kind of very earnest consideration to this important quescontrol is plainly necessary." As to just what con- tion and by precept and example to throw the weight 4
stitutes an "openly indecent" film is perhaps a mat- -of their influence against the portrayal of such open
ter of opinion. For ourselves we believe that many violation of the laws of both God and man.
F.
films are so suggestively, if not openly, indecent that
they warrant the severest condemnation.
Mr. Allen thinks that "it may safely be said
THE GROWING POWER OF THE PAPACY
that a person of any age may go to the cinema without the risk of seeing any flagrant violation of the
OSEPH McCABE, the noted infidel author and
decencies of life," but he makes the following statelecturer, and evolutionist, who was here in Ausments which reveal the dangers connected with
tralia
and New Zealand a few years ago attackattendance at the movies :—
ing Christianity, has been spending his time of more
Moral standards, however, may be corrupted not only by recent years in Europe. From an exchange we quote
flagrant violations of decency, but by suggestions which are the following paragraph from the pen of this obthe more insidious because, while appearing innocuous in
themselves, they fill the unreflective mind with false notions servant rationalist :—
of life and conduct. The standard formulas of the films
After minute inquiries and careful analysis I sum up the
contain constantly recurring themes which cannot but affect
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the imagination prejudicially. One of the most persistent
of these is physical violence. Exaggerated action is the
inevitable method of mime. Hamlet's injunction to "use all
gently" is impossible when the appeal is made solely to the
eye. - The modesty of nature is constantly, almost invariably,
overstepped. . . . Painful scenes can be dwelt on by all
kinds of mechanical devices, especially the "close-up." I recall
one celebrated film in which a brutal ruffian, inflamed with
drink and disappointment, comes home to "take it out of"

European situation thus: In no country has any section of
the non-churchgoing public returned to church, but the Roman
Church is in almost every country enjoying a diplomatic
and political power of which no pope had dreamed since 1848.

—Literary Guide, October, 1925.

This is a situation that should command the
attention of every liberty-loving man and woman.
This is a situation that we have been warning the
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world for more than half a century would surely
come. On several occasions during the last century
or two the Papacy has received severe set-backs to
its power and influence in world affairs. Bible
prophecy clearly indicated that this would be so,
and it just as clearly reveals the fact that a remarkable restoration to power is to be the experience of the Papacy, but it will be for a short time
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only. "I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall
see no sorrow," is the boast that will be made when
the height of power is attained, but judgment will
come swift and sure.
A time of trouble and intense persecution is in
store for those who remain loyal to the Word, of
God, but He has promised grace sufficient for it all,
and His promises never fail.
F.

Hurling a Bombshell at Christian Opinion
Will Faith Be Shattered by the Explosion ?
A. M. FRASER

UCH of the doubt, scepticism, and unbelief
of the times, which is emptying churches
the world over, is due to the destructively
critical teaching and preaching of many of
those who hold high and responsible positions in the various denominations. These
men are supposed to be shepherds and guides of the
flock, and are supposed, too, to be diligent seekers
after the lost and straying. But their attitude toward the Word of God in attacking or criticising
almost every fundamental doctrine that it contains
is shattering the faith of thousands who have been,
or who still are, church-goers, and is strengthening
and multiplying the cords of doubt with which Satan
has bound so many to the things of this world.
There are, however, doctrines, articles of belief,
interpretations of Scripture, traditions, etc., in some
creeds that are certainly not in harmony with the
teaching of the Bible, and we have no quarrel with
those who, recognising the error of such tenets, endeavour to expose such and to maintain the purity
of the gospel. But unfortunately some preachers
and scholars do not make the distinction they should
between pagan and Romish theories and the truths
of the Bible. There is much that his come down to
us through the centuries as Christian doctrine that
has no foundation in the Word of God. It is manifestly unfair to class this with the verities of Scripture and brand it all as mythological, superstitious,
and obsolete.
Our readers will probably remember that some
little time ago Dean Inge, of St. Paul's, London, in
contributing to a volume entitled, "Science, Religion,
and Reality," is reported to have hurled "a bombshell
at Christian opinion." Concerning this the editor
of the Southern Cross, Dr. Fitchett, offers the following comments :—
"The well-known Dean of St. Paul's—Dean Inge
—has, it seems, contributed to a volume entitled
`Science, Religion, and Reality,' an article in which
—according to the cablegrams—he 'hurls a bombshell at Christian opinion,' a surprising performance
by one who holds almost the most enviable position
in the church life of England. He has been for some
years the Dean of St. Paul's, and may at any moment
be made a bishop ; and that from the venerable
shades of the most famous of English churches, a
`bombshell' should be 'hurled at Christian opinion'
is surely a surprising event. And if we are to judge
from the cablegrams published, Dean Inge, in his
article, says some surprising things. 'The church,'
he tells us, 'must give up shuffling, and recant familiar doctrines.' Now Dean Inge himself has been
for many years the exponent of the 'doctrines' held
by the church, and has risen to his present high post

by the quality of his teaching; and certainly there
has never been any 'shuffling' in his rendering of the
Christian faith. In his article he is performing the
easy feat of confessing—not his own sins, but the
sins of his fellow-teachers. He fails to say, too, what
are the 'familiar doctrines' which he calls upon the
church he represents to recant. No doubt many
foolish things have been—and are being—written
or said about religion ; but Dean Inge's own article
runs the risk of being itself regarded as only another
example of such performances.
"But 'doctrines' are serious things ; and the spectacle of a distinguished teacher of the Anglican
Church urging it to recant 'familiar doctrines' without specifying what these doctrines are, and giving
no reasons why they should be recanted, is not very
edifying. 'The whole idea of a geographical heaven,'
we are told, 'must be abandoned.' But what is a
`geographical heaven' ; and who holds it as an 'idea'
or teaches it as 'a doctrine' ? The adjective 'geographical' means something relating to the physics'
earth under our feet, and certainly holds the doctrine
that heaven is to be discovered there.
"There is 'a serious conflict,' Dean Inge assures
us, 'between religion and science' ; but both 'religion
and science' are spacious words, whose precise meaning is not capable of easy definition. Dean Inge
omits to say what is exactly the 'serious conflict'
which rages betwixt them. Until Copernicus arrived on the planet and taught us better, 'heaven and
hell,' according to the Dean of St. Paul's, 'were geographical expressions'—expressions, that is, in terms
of the physical earth under our feet. But this is
a statement which may well make us all speculate
with wonder upon what kind of teaching the Dean
of St. Paul's had in his youth. 'The bodily resurrection of Christ,' he warns us, with a sigh, 'is intimately connected with the bodily ascension of
Christ,' and thus must be admitted ; for we can
hardly imagine that Christ left His body behind Him
when He rose. The human imagination, of course,
has its limits, and we are warned that the conception,
of an infinitely distant star being chosen as the site
of a heavenly Jerusalem' is almost too much for the
limited imagination we possess. But, as a matter
of fact, the human imagination is not called upon to
determine the exact locality of either hell or heaven.
"Then Dean Inge finally strikes the heroic note :
`The church,' he says, sternly, 'must face the problem which it has kept at arm's length for 400 years,
and not shuffle or juggle any longer.' Dean Inge,
it will be seen, is able to put his finger on the exact
date—`400 years ago'—when the church of which he
is the spokesman began to 'shuffle and juggle,' and
he demands that this discreditable performance
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should come to an end. He warns us that 'anything
would be better than concealing the open sore which
destroys our peace and joy in believing. If we recast the doctrines resting on the geocentric theory
we shall be driven to think of God less anthropomorphically [in the shape of man], and of heaven
as a state rather than a place.'
"Here, again, there is an exasperating vagueness
in Dean Inge's statement. What, and where, is the
open sore which 'disturbs our peace and joy in believing'? As a matter of fact is it a true account
of Christian experience throughout the church that
`its peace is destroyed' and any 'joy in believing' has
vanished into thin space? We are invited by this
scholarly and distinguished Christian teacher—and
he is both a scholar and a man of distinction—to
learn 'to think of heaven as a state rather than a
place' ; but how can we separate the two ideas. If
`heaven' is to be thought of as 'a state of mind,' yet
it must have locality in a body, and a body must
be in a place. The 'spiritual state' must be an
attribute of person, and the person must be somewhere.
"Dean Inge—as those familiar with his writings
know—is of a courageous turn of mind; and he often
thinks—if the adjective be permitted—angularly. It
is easy to pick out of his writings sentences which
are curiously abrupt ; they represent not connected
thought, but a sudden and brief glimpse of things.
It is easy, in brief, to make extracts from his writings which do not fairly represent the whole trend
of his teaching; and this is what has happened in
the present case. An article by Dean Inge is a kind
of tesselated pavement, made up of tiny patches of
unrelated colours ; and a newspaper man in search
of copy has picked out unrelated sentences in the
Dean's article, and fused them into a press message.
He is popularly known as the gloomy Dean' ; and
if he could read the version of what he said, as published in Australian papers, his 'gloom' would probably take a darker tint than ever, and he would
probably express his feelings in very un-Dean-like
terms."
The editor of the Southern Cross seems to think,
judging from the last paragraph in his article, that
probably Dean Inge has not been quoted fairly. This,
of course, is quite possible, but it would appear from
his criticism of Dean Inge's remarks in the preceding
paragraphs that he does not think he has been wholly
misrepresented. We have read before concerning
some of Dean Inge's views of religious matters and
we feel that the rebuke administered by Dr. Fitchett
is not more than is deserved.
Numerous leaders of religious thought in practically every Protestant land today are sounding a
very uncertain note concerning their faith. They
are giving expression to doubt and infidelity with
the result that many souls are being led away into
the darkness of unbelief and worldliness. The
Apostle Paul warned us of this time, describing a
certain class who would be living in the last days as
those "holding a form of godliness, but having denied the power thereof." 2 Tim. 3 : 5, R.V. We very
much fear that when the Saviour appears to gather
to Himself His own, many of these religious leaders
will be among those described in Matt. 7: 21-23.
Not all those who say, "Lord, Lord," and who profess
to have a part in His work will be acknowledged by
the Son of God, but those who do His will. By God's
grace we can be among the latter class in spite of the
ever-increasing number of siren voices that would
allure us from the barque of safety to the shores of
doubt and eternal destruction.

F
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A BRITISH ECONOMIST ON THE LIQUOR
QUESTION
ROM a recent issue of the Clarion Call we quote
the following paragraphs :—
That the working people of England could own the na-

tion's industries in a few years time and could solve most of
the economic problems now confronting the country if they
would save the amount of money they now spend for liquor,
is the opinion of Sir George Paish, distinguished British
economist. [He says:—]
"Looking at the whole problem simply in terms of economics, it seems inconceivable that we can go on wasting
so large a portion of our national income and wages bill
in purchasing a commodity which lowers our industrial
efficiency and prevents us from accumulating the investment
reserve fund that we must have to pay our debts and go on
expanding our national industries.
"In the United States we see steady business activity
and a minimum of industrial unrest because so great a
proportion of the actual workers own substantial shares in
and therefore have a personal stake in the success and
prosperity of these enterprises. Our English workers could
do the same thing. What is spent on liquor would do the
trick, if the men and women who now keep the public houses
going could be led to see where their own best interests lie.
Modern industry is too complex a thing to be properly administered and run by anything but a sober nation."

This is surely a very sane view of the situation, and coming from such an authority should
certainly command the attention of and impress even
those who are sceptical concerning the benefits of
Prohibition as it is being experienced in the United
States. There can be no doubt that the great republic of the West has a decided advantage over
Great Britain from a business standpoint because
of the adoption of Prohibition. It has meant increased efficiency and prosperity along practically
all lines. As Sir George Paish says, "Modern industry is too complex a thing to be properly administered and run by anything but a sober nation."
The sooner Great Britain and her dominions realise
this important fact and act accordingly the sooner
will many of the economical, social, and national
problems now facing them be solved.
F.

Sin
THERE is one consequence which is often too much
forgotten, and yet which never fails to follow sin
done, even if we turn and repent. I mean the
"spiritual" consequences. Of the other consequences,
some may be, by fortune, avoided, some by earnest
endeavour repaired ; but the spiritual consequence is
irreparable. I do not mean we cannot repent truly,
and feel God's love and forgiveness round us again;
but we can never so repent as to be as if we had
not done the deed. For consider, our life is but
short, too short to perfect us in the struggle against
evil, even if we fought single-hearted our whole
life long. There is to each of us a summit of good
which, if we try without falter, we can just attain.
Any shortcoming in the attempt is just so much
taken away from what is possible to us. Each time
in the choice between evil and good that we choose
the evil it is not that we are quite cast away, for
we may repent, but this in any case is sure, we sink
one step lower in the army of God, one crown that
we might win is henceforth beyond our reach.—A.
Sidgwick, "School Homilies."
"THERE are two remedies for the sins of today—
one is by the grace of God not to commit them, and
the other is to repent and be forgiven by the grace
of God : tomorrow there will be but one."
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heritance eternal, we shall be as rich as it is possible
for God to make us. Those riches eternal human
lips can never express nor human minds comprehend ; but the realisation of them we can enjoy now
in prospect, and we do have an earnest of it in the
joy of the redeemed soul. The brightest eyes that
have ever shone in this world have been dimmed by
World Events in the Light of Prophecy
death. The most perfect and sprightly frame the
eyes of man have ever looked upon has withered under
Associate Editor : A. M. FRASER
Editor: C. M. SNOW
the touch of disease. So how true it is that "He
Editorial Contributor:
A. W. ANDERSON
that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corPlease address all communications other than those of a business nature
to the Editor by name.
ruption." It is as certain as that night follows day.
But there is something else equally certain : "He
that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap
life everlasting." And this is also true : "In due
Our Wonderful Inheritance
season we shall reap, if we faint not." Gal. 6: 8, 9.
What we reap will be that which Christ has reaped
OD has put it into the hearts of men ever since for us.
the days of Eden to desire to see the finish of
How much will God give to His redeemed people?
sin and all its consequences, and to experience He has told us. "The Lord God is a sun and shield :
the reward of righteousness—to see what God has the Lord will give grace and glory : no good thing
for those who prove loyal to Him in spite of the will He withhold from them that walk uprightly."
allurements and enticements of Satan. He has Him- Ps. 84: 11. It is a blessed assurance that man will
self given us a hint of that indescribable inheritance have whatever is good for him, and only that which
in 1 Cor. 2 : 9. Note what it says :—
is good. He has many things today that are not
"Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have for his good ; but we can thank God that in the days
entered into the heart of man, the things which to come whatever comes to us will be that which
God hath prepared for them that love Him."
will do us good and not evil. God will do the choosing
We may conjure up in our imagination the then and not we, and what comes to us as a result
grandest things of which we can possibly conceive ; of that choosing is bound to be for our good. This
but God has something better for us than that. earth that has smitten us with drought and frost
Artists may paint their conceptions of beauty ; and mildew, with flood and fire and pestilence and
architects may draught structures which are more famine, with earthquakes and war and sorrows of
beautiful than anything man has ever constructed every kind, will smile to us in fruit and flower and
in material substance ; it will be better and more blessing of every description when God has finished
glorious than that; and better still, it will endure with sin and restored to us our forfeited inheritance.
for ever. Men have lavished material wealth upon Says the Psalmist : "The heaven, even the heavens,
things that have taken to themselves wings and are the Lord's: but the earth hath He given to the
departed into nothingness. They have shrivelled children of men." Ps. 115: 16. He will not give
their souls in providing for their bodies, and have it back to us with any of the taint of sin upon it or
lain down at last in sorrow for vanished hopes and with any of the mildew of sorrow. As perfect as
in dread for what the future holds for them. But it once was, even so perfect will it be again.
what God provides will never fade, corrode, decay,
Today we battle with heat and cold, with rust
-lor disappear. It is Satan's purpose to cause us to and weevil, with thorn and weed and thistle. It will
throw away all the possibilities of eternity that he not be so then. It was through man's disobedience
may put between our lips the Dead Sea apples of that the curse of the thorn and thistle came, the
disappointment that turn to ashes in our mouths. toil and sweat, the mildew and the blight. But now
Always his purpose is to defeat God and to frustrate He says : "If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat
His purpose concerning us.
the good of the land." Isa. 1 : 19. He tells us in
But God has not left us in the dark as to what Ps. 16: 11, "In Thy presence is fullness of joy ; at
His plans are for His faithful. We read in the Thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore."
Some people believe that the redeemed will spend
following verse: "But God hath revealed them to
us by His Spirit : for the Spirit searcheth all things, eternity in some other part of God's universe than
yea, the deep things of God." The satisfaction that the part that was given to man originally ; but God
comes into the soul of a child of God is but a slight will not permit Satan to frustrate His purpose. The
foretaste of that rich joy and completer satisfaction earth was originally given to man. He forfeited it
that will come into the heart of the redeemed soul through sin, and Satan became the prince of this
when he gazes upon the delights of that wonderful world, while the children of God are pilgrims and
inheritance, and realises that the long-looked-for strangers here. It will not be so in the regeneration.
consummation has come at last and the promised This world, man's first home, smitten and marred
inheritance is really his. Paul was comparing the and plagued by sin, is to be renewed, rebeautified,
joy of Christian service and the ultimate reward rejuvenated, cleansed. Says the gospel prophet,
when he penned these words: "Being made free from speaking as the mouth-piece of Jehovah : "Behold, I
sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit create new heavens and a new earth : and the former
unto holiness, and the end everlasting life." Rom. shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.", Isa.
65: 17. The beauty of the new earth will so
6. 22
The wages of sin is death, says the apostle ; but transcend anything that we have ever seen here in
there are better wages than that. They are the this world that we will even forget what the earth
wages of righteousness ; and those wages were we once knew was like.
Infidels have made light of the Christian's hope
earned by Jesus Christ our Lord. The result of His
wages comes to us in imputed righteousness that by saying that Christians expected to sit on a cloud
brings eternal life. "The gift of God," declares the and play a harp throughout eternity. The Bible
apostle, "is eternal life through Jesus Christ our presents no such picture of the employment of the
(Concluded on page 13)
Lord." With life eternal in which to enjoy the in-
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"And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the
earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts
failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the
earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken." Luke 21: 25, 26.

HE above verse is a remarkable commentary
on the times in which we live. In industrial
and political circles men's hearts are indeed
failing them for fear of those things that
are coming on the earth. A crisis is near.
Nevertheless certain religionists are urging upon us the theory that a millennial era of peace
and golden prosperity has begun. Scientists say
that in the process of evolution we are on the way to
the "Plane of Perfection." In the political realm,
where the outlook is unprecedentedly black, we are
advised to hope for the best.
But the world situation today is one that cannot
be cured by hoping. If universal peace is to come
each person must be at peace with every other person, socially, industrially, politically, and internationally. Are we nearer such peace now than we
were fifty years ago ?
A

of the next conflict one can foresee—shells coming
from no one knows where, a hail of bombs dropping
from the skies, an avalanche of tanks raining tons of
the deadliest poison ever made, obliterating all trace
of life.
Sir J. F. Fraser, F.R.G.S., says : "The world is
in a tumult. There is not a prominent soldier who
does not believe there will be another great war."
Mark Prentiss, of the Bankers' Foreign Credit
Clearing House, says, "The world is sitting on a
volcano that may start its eruption at any time."
Marshal Foch states, "And next time, remember,
there will be no mistake."
INCREASED KNOWLEDGE A SIGN OF THE TIMES

"BUT thou, 0 Daniel, shut up the words, and seal
the book, even to the time of the end : many shall
run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased."
Dan. 12: 4.
THE PREDICTED SIGNS
This verse has reference to "the time of the end"
"As He sat upon the Mount of Olives, the dis- and foreshadows the marvellous increase of knowlciples came unto Him privately, saying, Tell us, edge and travel of our day. Here is a prophecy of
when shall these things be? and what shall be the our industrial era, for in the last century there have
sign of Thy coming, and of the end of the world ?" been more inventions than ever before since the days
Matt. 24 : 3.
of Adam. But at this very time the world was to
In answering this question of the disciples the suffer unparalleled trouble. Verse 1. Today this is
Lord referred, in verses six and seven, to wars. sadly true. Trade is plagued with unemployment,
Surely one of the first lessons of civilisation should strikes, and lock-outs. In the last five years British
be peace. Has the enlightenment of the twentieth strikes cost the unions alone £50,000,000, to say
century taught this ? Some thought so in 1914. nothing of what they cost the nation.
Three weeks before the Great War Mr. Lloyd George
said, "The nations are far too wise to fight."
THE CAPITAL AND LABOUR CONFLICT
But even now, after the fearful lessons of the
"THIS know also, that in the last days perilous
last conflict, real peace has not come. The amassing
of armaments goes on. The latest addition to our own times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their
navy is the battleship Nelson, which cost us £7,000,- own selves, covetous, . . . having a form of godli000, and we are proceeding with the Rodney and six ness, but denying the power thereof : from such turn
new cruisers. Our latest tanks travel uphill with away." 2 Tim. 3: 1-5.
This forecast, too, refers to the "last days." At
the facility of a high-powered car ; they can even
cross water. Our new "Big Bertha" is an 18-inch the head of the list of sins is covetousness—love of
gun weighing 147 tons and firing a shell of 3,333 money. Pitiless, and like a leech, the profiteer sucks
pounds over seventy miles. Poison gas has been the life-blood of the people. As much as 2,000 per
manufactured of such destructiveness that one drop cent is realised by some concerns on invested capital.
"Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your
in liquid form on the hand causes swift and agonising death. Other nations are even more keenly in- miseries that shall come upon you. Your riches are
corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten. Your
terested in the mad race for preparation.
Preparation for war means war. Ships, guns, gold and silver is cankeral ; and the rust of them
tanks, gas. aircraft, and ammunition are not made shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your
for fun. With very little imagination what a picture flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure to-
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gether for the last days. Behold, the hire of the . . . He allows no consideration of legality, religion,
labourers who have reaped down your fields, which patriotism, honour, duty, and so forth to stand in
is of you kept back by fraud, crieth : and the cries the way of his adoption of effective tactics."
of them which have reaped are entered into the ears
A SOCIAL COLLAPSE
of the Lord of sabaoth. Ye have lived in pleasure on
the earth, and been wanton ; ye have nourished your
"LIKEWISE also as it was in the days of Lot ; they
hearts, as in a day of slaughter. Ye have condemned did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they
and killed the just; and he doth not resist you. Be planted, they builded ; but the same day that Lot went
patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from
Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the heaven, and destroyed them all. Even thus shall it
precious fruit of the earth, and hath long Patience be in the clay when the Son of man is revealed."
for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. Luke 17: 28-30.
Be ye also patient ; stablish your hearts : for the
Foremost among the sins of Sodom was fornicacoming of the Lord draweth nigh." James 5 : 1-8.
tion, and the Master predicted that the shameless
Somewhat similar, though more emphatic than vices of that desperate city would be a distinguishing
the other, is this inspired photograph of these last characteristic of the world immediately before the
days, marked indeed by tremendous wealth heaped end. Today we see this forecast being fulfilled. Sex
together by men and "trusts." One means by which literature, lack of parental control, bad cinema films
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INSTRUMENTS OF DESTRUCTION
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A few of the thousands of bomb-dropping aeroplanes that are in readiness for the great storm that 'is to wreck civilisation.
this excess of wealth has been accumulated is withholding from workers their just wages. Of course,
many workers receive proper remuneration ; the
apostle refers only to the underpaid—but what a
majority these form! Workmen are robbed and the
public are exploited. Twelve landlords are monarchs
of London, taking as an annual rental 120,000,000.
One-quarter of Scotland forms the estates of twelve
men. It is reported that nineteen-twentieths of the
coined wealth is lying in the vaults of an apparently
favoured few.
These are the conditions that the pen of inspiration described would come in the last days. In the
vain hope of remedying this deplorable state of
affairs over one thousand periodicals in civilised
countries are advocating revolution.
The following extract from a book by W. G.
Foster is a fair example of the energies of revolutionary publications : "If society is to be perpetuated
the wage system must be abolished. The thieves at
present in control of the industries must be stripped
of their booty. . • . Only after such a revolution
will the great inequality of modern society disappear.

and the stage are the chief contributing causes of
this social collapse.
Whereas a few years ago the average number of
divorce cases in a term's list was 400 the total has
now passed 2,000. The papers are full of accounts
of murder, theft, and crimes of every description.
JUDGMENT AHEAD
EVEN earthly tribunals recognise the necessity
for certain wrongs to be met with punishment. How
much more must the God of heaven deal with oppression, incorrigible rebellion, and sin? Isa. 28 : 21,
22 is a significant reference to the fact that Jehovah
will visit the earth with retribution. Just before the
World War many disasters arrested for one brief
moment the careless abandonment to evil. Earthquakes, conflagrations, and the catastrophe of the
Titanic caused us to pause, but great men tried to
persuade us that these things meant nothing. Then
the Great War burst upon us and for awhile the
world stood aghast.
More recently still these omens have been aug-
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mented. Not long ago a terrible scourge of the "flu"
carried off 12,000,000 victims in a few weeks. Japan
has more recently contributed to these heralds of
impending doom the greatest earthquake ever recorded. Distress, starvation, and the grim struggle
between capital and labour are manifest in all
countries.
We cannot afford to ignore all these warnings
which point clearly to the near crisis when Christ
shall return to this earth, bringing joy and salvation
for all the honest in heart, but penalty and severe
judgment for the oppressor and evil-doer.
There is no need for pessimism. In Christ a full
and free salvation may be found. "Say unto them,
As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in
the death of the wicked ; but that the wicked turn
from his way and live : turn ye, turn ye from your
evil ways ; for why will ye die, 0 house of Israel ?"
Eze. 33 : 11.
Even the hardened sinner, the disobedient and
careless, God is willing to pardon. Why will ye die?
There is no need.
For redress for this world's wrongs and inequalities, no confederacy will avail. Unions, leagues,
and associations, however well intended, miserably
disappoint us and fail because they cannot touch
and change the heart. Love of God and obedience
to His will is the best course and the only one that
will bring universal peace.
God has purposed in the place of this sorely
scarred and sin-cursed world to create a new earth
wherein only righteousness shall dwell—where there
will be no misery, pain, nor penury, no class hatred,
nor strife.
For this we look and long. The Saviour's return
is at hand. May it be ours to share the bliss of the
heaven to be.
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The Sunlight of Love
THE sun shines, and the effect of its shining is
seen through all the earth. Winter is past; and lo !
beneath the radiant sunlight the tender buds begin
to unfold.. The fields are decked in living green,
and the trees are clothed with rich foliage. Every
hill and vale is ringing with shouts of melody from
the happy little songsters. A song of praise is
awakened which is carried through the length and
breadth of the land. All nature silently, yet unmistakably, speaks of God, and declares His eternal
glory.
Even so it is with the sunlight of God's love
which shines into our cold, barren hearts. A new
life is begun ; new hopes and desires are born by
the inspiration of love. The fruits of love, joy, and
peace are caused to spring forth, and the heart is
clothed with the garment of salvation.
In consequence of this re-creation, a new song
is put into our mouths, even praise to our God. Let
us pray, then, that as the sunlight of heaven shines
upon this barren earth, and beautifies it with flowers
and trees, even so the sunlight of God's love may
shine into the dark chambers of the heart, lighting
it with His presence, that we may be clothed with
the glory of God.—Harry Armstrong.
"JESUS rebuked intemperance, self-indulgence,
and folly, yet He was social in His nature. He
accepted invitations to dine with the learned and
noble as well as the poor and afflicted. On these
occasions His conversation was elevating and instructive, holding His hearers entranced. He gave
no licence to scenes of dissipation and revelry, yet
innocent happiness was pleasing to Him."

Good Books Are Always a Good
Investment
SIMPLE HOME TREATMENTS FOR
CHILDREN'S DISEASES
By Dr. W. Howard James
This is a book that every mother should have.
Written by a fully qualified medical man, it is brimful of information concerning the correct feeding of
infants and children, and also of information that
will make the mother an intelligent home nurse.
There is a comprehensive General Index of symtoms, treatments, etc., and the information given will
often be the means of saving life. 88 pages illustrated.
PRICE (post free) 3/A GREAT PRESENT-DAY PROBLEM

For decades past the strife and turmoil in the
industrial world have been increasing, until now
Capital and Labour are highly organised into two
powerful and hostile camps. In this interesting
book, which is impartially written by a number of
writers, the illuminating rays of Scripture have been
focused upon the subject, and Heaven's solution
given.
PRICE (post free) 1/-

THE TRUTH FOUND
By J. H. Waggoner

Those seeking light on the great and important
Sabbath question, which is now being studied the
world over, will find much valuable information in
this booklet, containing 92 pages. Questions such
as, Is Sunday the Sabbath? Is there divine authority
for Sunday? Who changed the Sabbath? etc., are
all answered here.
PRICE (postage 2d. extra) ONLY 4d.
STEPS TO CHRIST

By Ellen G. White
One of the best books ever written showing the
way to Christ and the enjoying of a rich and full
Christian experience. Penned in beautiful language,
it is invaluable to all who would know God more
fully and the Christian way more perfectly. Just
the book to give the unconverted, and the converted
can read it every day with profit.
LEATHER, LIMP (postage 2d. extra) 7/6
PAPER COVERS (post free)
- - 2/-

SIGNS PUBLISHING COMPANY, Warburton, Vic., Aust.
(Australasian Conference Association Ltd., Proprietors)

11

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

February 15, 1926

1,1V3,181,11,11

1
I .m..x•41.1,14414

W
P-

_w_upvamt,
tstuep

•

U

4

1

The Home Circle

F

Lworv,,r7„ A rill ? HiltilattfIlltnidniltf\t/f1iliac-ItOri;TA ttne11,1
"Home
Is the
Grandest
of All
Institutions.
—Spurgeon.

The Boy's Best Companion
HUBERT HENDERSON

HE boy's best companion is his father. He goes
to his mother with his many troubles, great
and small, and gets from her the consolation
so necessary to guide his restless feet; but he goes
to his father when he wishes the companionship of
one who can share his boy's sports and pastimes.
The father who denies his boy this companionship
makes a grave mistake. Nothing breeds distrust
more quickly in the heart of the growing boy than
the refusal of his father to become his chum.
The writer is a member of a family of seven
boys, and the best chum and the most faithful companion we seven youngsters ever had was our
father. He entered into our sports as ardently and
with as much enthusiasm as any playmate. He
taught us all the glorious things that it is the wish
and desire of every boy to know; and he not only
taught us, but trained us to become masters in each
particular thing. He taught us to swim and dive,
and we never went to the "swimmin' hole" without
first inviting him to go with us. He taught us the
best methods of work, of system and economy, and
that not alone by word and dictation, but by example.
From him we learned that there were hours for
work as well as for play, and we made the best
possible use of both.
When the winter days came, with the long, happy
hours around the evening lamp, we gathered about
him and "hung on his lips" as he gave us the delightful stories of his boyhood. He told us stories
of adventure and travel. And around that same
evening lamp he proved our ablest helper, for no
problem in arithmetic or algebra was too complicated for him to solve, and his greatest delight was
in making our lessons easy. And how hard we
worked for big marks in our weekly and monthly
grades, because success always brought a word of
praise from him!

T

HAVE you ever noticed how much of Christ's life
was spent in doing kind things—in merely doing
kind things? Run it over with that in view, and
you will find that He spent a great proportion of
His time simply in making people happy, in doing
good turns to people.—Henry Drummond.

Home Influence
CHILD can read a parent's character before
he knows the alphabet. Home is the station
of greatest responsibility. For no child is one
so responsible as for his own.
The child is the canvas upon which the father
and mother paint their own portraits.
"I'll take what father takes," was a boy's unconscious testimony to the truth of this principle.
Parental and family ties form one of the most
potent means God uses in converting souls.
Home is the nearest and most promising field of
Christian service. Nowhere will consistent Christian living and godly example go so far as there.
Millions could trace their religious faith to a
mother's or a father's godly living and earnest
prayers.
We must bear in mind that home life is the best
test of Christian character. Home is the hardest
place to play the hypocrite.
A godly home life is one of the best proofs of a
true hope in Christ.
Let us, then, foster "home religion." Let the
family altar be strengthened. Let our homes be like
the home in Bethany, where Jesus loved to be a
guest.
Let kindness, gentleness, and forbearing love
make home more dear and precious. Keep the atmosphere pure and sweet. Do not reserve your best
looks and kindest words for strangers, but make
home brighter by them. Thus "home" may be made
"heaven" on earth, as God intended every home
to be.—Selected.

A

Jesus Knows
I

not think that I could bear
My daily weight of woman's care
If it were not for this:
That Jesus seemeth always near,
Unseen, but whispering in my ear
Some tender word of love and cheer
To fill my soul with bliss.
There are so many trivial cares
That no one knows and no one shares,
Too small for me to tell;
Things e'en my husband cannot see,
Nor his dear love uplift from me—
Each hour's unnamed perplexity,
That mothers know so well:
The failure of some household scheme,
The ending of some pleasant dream
Deep hidden in my breast;
The weariness of children's noise,
The yearning for that subtle poise,
That turneth duties into joys,
And giveth inner rest.
These secret things, however small,
Are known to Jesus, each and all,
And this thought brings me peace.
I do not need to say one word,
He knows what thought my heart hath stirred,
And by divine caress my Lord
Makes all its throbbings cease.
DO

—Selected.
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What the Signposts Tell
CALVIN P. BOLLMAN

"Keep Thyself Pure"
HIS was the message of the Apostle
Paul to the youthful Timothy. It
is golden advice that every true
and right-minded parent would
like to see embodied in the habits
and life of every son and daughter.
The present evil conditions prevailing
have led thinking men and women of every
shade of religious and political opinion to
the firm conviction that children and young
people must be given, but in a chaste and
right manner, instruction concerning the
facts of life.
A well-known writer declares that if
parents fail in their duty, their child will
get this knowledge from the "gutter"—
that his school companions will impurely
answer his questions for him. He advises
parents, if they feel incompetent, to secure
a book for the purpose.
The following books have done a noble
work :—
HOW ALYCE WAS TOLD AT SIX

UR Lord Jesus Christ, shortly before leaving
this earth, gave to His disciples, and to us
through them, a number of signs, or tokens,
of His second advent. These signs are re=
corded in the twenty-fourth chapter of
Matthew and parallel scriptures. One of
these signs is : "This gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a witness unto all
nations ; and then shall the end come." Matt. 24 : 14.
It is certainly not without deep significance that
we have now reached that time in the world's history
• when all Protestant denominations are working enthusiastically to give "the gospel to all the world in
this generation."
Everywhere this cry is echoed and re-echoed,
until the Christian world rings with it. What does
it mean ?—It means that we have now reached the
generation spoken of by our Saviour when He said :
"Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not
• pass, till all these things be fulfilled."
He could not have meant the generation then
living. That generation did pass away without seeing fulfilled the things which He foretold. But looking down the stream of time to the generation now
living, He uttered those solemn words.
Another of the signs given by our Saviour was :
"As the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming
of the Son of man be." Matt. 24 : 37.
=.
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By Ina L. Austin
A beautiful story beautifully told. Mothers
will find this little volume most instructive, helpful, and inspirational.
Price (postage 2d. extra), 1/6

NO CONFLICT BETWEEN SIGNS

TEACHING TRUTH
By Mary Wood-Allen, M.D.
A splendid book for parents. This book has
had an immense sale. It shows how knowledge
may be imparted, in pure and beautiful form, to
the growing child.
Price (post free), 2/ALMOST A WOMAN
By Mary Wood-Allen, M.D.
Chastely and beautifully written by a lady
doctor, "Almost a Woman" should be put into the
hands of every girl nearing or entering adolescence. It will give her not only much splendid
motherly counsel, but also, from pure sources,
information that she vitally needs for health
and purity.
Price (post free), 2/-

ALMOST A MAN
By Mary Wood-Allen, M.D.
It is written in chaste and beautiful language,
and, being in a most interesting story form, is
certain to be read. It will impart to the boy a
pure and reverent view of sex, and this will be
of incalculable value to him amid the perils of
life. Placed in the hands of the adolescent boy,
it will do him incalculable good.
Price (post free), 2/Send for our Catalogue: it is Free, and Post Free.
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THERE is no conflict between this sign and the
sign of the preaching of the gospel to all nations
"for a witness." The Lord did not say that all nations would accept the gospel. We know that there
will be in the throng of the redeemed representatives
of all nations ; there will be saved some "out of every
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation," but
not all of any nation, nor all of any generation will
be saved ; and as with the generation destroyed by
the Flood, comparatively few will be saved out of
the last generation. The doctrine of a temporal
millennium, wherein all the world will be converted,
is a delusion, designed to lull men into carnal
security, to cause them to put off repentance until it
shall be everlastingly too late.
All men were not converted in Noah's day. The
great mass did not believe Noah's preaching; they
scouted the idea that the world was to be destroyed
by a flood. They rejected the warning, and perished
under the divine judgments. "As the days of Noah
were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be."
Writing to his son in the gospel, the Apostle Paul
said : "This know also, that in the last days perilous
times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their
own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without
natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,
traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more
than lovers of God ; having a form of godliness, but
denying the power thereof." 2 Tim. 3: 1-5.
"The last days" must include the very last day.
This must therefore be a description of the condition
of the great mass of the world in the last generation,
the generation of which the Saviour said, "As the
days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the
Son of man be."
It will be observed that the apostle does not speak
of the great wicked world that makes no profession
of religion, but of those "having a form of godliness,
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but denying the power thereof." Is not this true in
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FOR CHILDREN
How Fu Lu Used a Beautiful Doll
A Little Story from China that Should Make Us
Pitiful and Thankful
PAUL PATTON FARIS,

in "Sunday School Times"

T happened, when Fu Lu was eight years old, that
a missionary came from far Peking to visit Pastor
Han. Fu Lu, being the pastor's adopted son,
was of course very much interested. But his interest
suddenly grew into the most intense excitement on
the day when the missionary finally arrived—all
because the visitor brought with him his little
daughter Persis.
"Just look !" Fu Lu said to himself in amazement.
"Her eyes are blue, while mine are brown ! Her
hair is yellow ; mine is black. Her hair is scattered
all over her head ; mine is braided in a queue. How
very queer she is !"
Persis had a flaxen-haired, blue-eyed doll named
Joy, which had just come from America, and at
once Fu Lu admired the doll and thought it one of
the finest of playthings.
On the second day after she came to Fu Lu's
house, the girl could not find her doll anywhere.
Finally she went out into the courtyard behind the
house, and then she saw something that filled her
with indignation.
Seated bolt upright on a large stone was her
precious doll, while in front of her, face bowed to
the ground, was Fu Lu. He actually seemed to be
praying to her Joy ! She rushed over to the stone
and seized the doll.
"What are you doing to my Joy, you boy?"
Fu Lu slowly got up from the ground, surprise
on his yellow face.
"Ai ! I was only praying to her. She is my
little foreign goddess," he said.
"Fu Lu !" the little maiden gasped. "Were you
really praying to my dolly? Why, that was making
an idol out of her ! It is wrong to pray to an idol,"
she said.
"But Persis, you see," the boy replied earnestly,
"I was praying for rain. My uncle told me today
that his crop of beans will soon be ruined if rain
does not come. Is not all of San Tan City praying to
the gods for rain ?"
Persis could not say anything; she was too astonished. "Well, then," went on Fu Lu triumphantly,
"I just had to pray to the little foreign goddess.
Give her to me."
But the girl held on the tighter, and ran in consternation to tell her father.
Fu Lu went to sleep early that night. He had
faith in his prayers, and knew that his little goddess
would soon send rain to save his uncle's beans. During the night he thought he heard shouts and sounds
of confusion, though he was too sleepy to find out
what they were. Bright and early in the morning
he sprang from his bed and ran to the window to
see if it had rained.
What a sight met his eyes ! There was water
everywhere. The street was full, the court was
swimming, and all that he could see except the
water and the outside wall was Hung Swan, the
gatekeeper, wading about.
"Hung Swan ! What's the matter ?" he cried out
of the window. "Where did the water come from?"
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The gateman looked up, saw the open-eyed child,
and replied good-naturedly, "Don't you know, boy?
There were heavy rains up country yesterday, and
it rained here a little last night, too ; so the river
rose during the night. Everything is covered with
water."
Fu Lu was astounded. "But the bean-crop—
is it all right?" he asked.
"All the crops are gone, and the—"
But the boy had disappeared. With the anguish
of bitter disappointment he threw himself on the
floor for a moment, then, with a new inspiration,
ran into the hall where Persis had left Joy the
night before.
Down on his knees he fell before the flaxenhaired goddess, and all forgetful of those who might
hear him, he wailed a bitter cry : "Oh, little goddessfrom-the-foreign-land, take it away! I did not know
your power. Oh, little foreign goddess, take the
rain away !" Then he fell to sobbing as though with
a broken heart.
"Fu Lu !" a voice behind him cried. Startled,
he rose to his feet, and turned his tear-stained face
to Pastor Han.
"Oh, Pastor Han !" besought the boy. "My
uncle's beans are gone ; what shall I do ?"
The pastor silently led him to another room, and
then said : "Fu Lu, why did you forget? Why did
you pray to the idols again? Do you not remember
the First Command, 'I am -not permitted to worship
idols'?"
"But you see, Pastor Han, it had not rained for
two months, and the beans were being ruined. I
was obliged to pray."
"Then pray to the 'true God,' Fu Lu," was the
kind reply. "Listen, boy ; did you think that this
flood came because you prayed to Persis' doll Joy?
But was it not yesterday afternoon that you prayed
for rain? Yet the rains that caused this flood came
early yesterday morning—don't you remember how
the thunder awakened you ?"
Fu Lu did remember ; yes, it must have been
that rain, after all. "Then I did not ruin my uncle's
beans ?" he asked, in relief.
"No, Fu Lu, you did not have anything to do
with it. The 'true God' sends us the rains, and when
you prayed to Joy you did neither good nor harm.
But see here, boy," he added, as the child's face broke
into a bright smile, "remember this : It is wrong
to pray to idols."
Fu Lu's head nodded emphatically, until his
queue bobbed up and down. "Yes, I shall remember.
It is wrong to pray to idols," he said soberly.

s

A Boxful of Sunlight

O boys, with their heads close together, were
tanding in a dark corner of an alley examining with much delight a box of matches which
they had picked up in the gutter, when some one
looked over their shoulders and said, in a threatening
voice : "Now, then, I've caught you !"
The boys started with fear, but they soon recovered, for the stranger burst out laughing at their
fright. He was a handsome, sunburnt man, with
gold rings in his ears, who carried a grey parrot
in a cage, and looked just like the kind of man who
understands boys and likes a lark.
"It's only a box of matches," said one of the
boys, squaring up to him.
"Only a box of matches !" said the sailor. "Why,
youngster, that thing in your hand is a miracle.
See here!"
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He set down his bird-cage and struck a match.
"Look at it !" he cried. "Isn't that beautiful?" He
shielded the flame in his large hand and showed it
to the boys. "It's fire ! Do you know that? Fire!
Ah, that's a miracle, that is ! Fire's a miracle, and
no mistake about it."
He blew out the match and threw the stick
away.
"That flame which I've blown into nothingness,"
he said, "lived one time of its life—but before you
and I were born, mind—about a hundred million
miles from here. It lived in the sun. It was in the
sun, and a part of the sun. And then one day it
started out for a stroll, and it got as far as the
earth. It got here before there was a living thing
to be seen—man, monkey, or fly. It got into the
earth, and then it got into the bones of an animal ; ,
and then it was ground out of those bones—turned
into something called phosphorus ; and then it got
into the box of matches, and by striking it, I turned
it back into what it was when it lived in the raging,
burning sun ; and now I've blown it out. Blown
out a piece of the sun ! I call matches sunsticks.
For every match on this earth is tipped with a bit
of the genuine, real sun. The sun lighted the fire
mother cooked your breakfast with. Isn't that a
wonder to think of ?
"But people don't think enough. Nobody thinks
enough, except sailors and parrots ! Here, take your
matches—only matches! Yes ; but suck five or six
of those heads, and you would be dead, perhaps—
killed by the sun !"
"That's so," said the parrot, gravely. "It's a
miracle, a miracle, a miracle!"
The boys burst out laughing, but they were thinking hard, too.
"Well," said the sailor, as he walked away, "use
your brains, boys. Look out on nature, study her
ways, and you'll find out a lot of wonderful things.
God meant us to use our brains when He gave them
to us."—Exchange.

Weak Spots
THERE is but one crack in the lantern, and the
wind had found it and blown out the candle. How
great a mischief one unguarded point of character
may cause us ! One spark blew up the magazine and
shook the whole country for miles around. One leak
sank the vessel and drowned all on board. One
wound may kill the body, one sin destroy the soul.
It little matters how carefully the rest of the
lantern is protected ; the one point which is damaged
is quite sufficient to admit the wind. And so it little
matters how zealous the man may be in a thousand
things, if he tolerates one darling sin. Satan will
find the flaw and destroy all his hopes.
The strength of the chain is measured, not by
the stoutest, but by its weakest link, for if the weakest snaps, what is the use of the rest?
Satan is a close observer, and knows exactly
where our weakest points are ; we have need of very
much watchfulness, and we have great cause to bless
our merciful Lord, who prayed for us that our faith
fail not in the hour of temptation.

DID
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That over the entrances to the City Hall, in
the historic and beautiful town of Nuremberg, Bavaria, is carved, in enduring stone,
a most graphic and arresting representation
of the wonderful four beasts of Daniel 7,
together, in similar graphic and arresting
form, with the interpretation. Thus, beside
the winged lion, is a figure of Nebuchadnezzar ; beside the bear is Cyrus ; beside the
four-winged leopard is seated Alexander the
Great; beside the ten-horned nondescript
beast is carved the helmeted Augustus, representing Rome. It demonstrates that those
grand old Protestants of three centuries or
more ago understood considerable Bible
prophecy.
You will find two most interesting pictures
of these sculptures on pages 40 and 41 of the
book—

Behold,, He Cometh ! "

"

By A. L. King
THE BOOK FOR THE HOUR

"Behold, He Cometh!" is—
A Book for the times.
A Book that gives you the key to many present-day happenings.
A Book that gives in clear, interesting form,
important facts that every Bible reader
and student should know.
A Book that explains why this is an age of
wonders.
A Book containing interesting facts concerning
earthquakes, famines, and pestilences, in
the light of the Word.
A Book that deals with the modern welter of
crime and violence.
A Book that tells of wonders in the heavens.
A Book that shows how wonderfully God's
Word is fulfilling before our eyes.
A Book that exposes false ideas concerning
Christ's coming.
A Book that describes the destruction of old
Jerusalem, and—tells of the glories of the
New Jerusalem.
A Book that is profitable, instructive, and interesting reading from start to finish.

The Price—Only Two Shillings
(Post Free)

Signs Publishing Company
"THOSE who devote some time each day to the
study of the Scriptures, to meditation and prayer,
will thus be connected with heaven, and have a saving, transforming influence upon those around
them."

( A.C.A. Ltd., Props.)

Warburton, Victoria, Aust.
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PHOTOGRAPHERS of the UnitedStates Air Service can
make, develop, and print a picture in six minutes.
A PAIR of specially built 151 boots was made recently for
a 250-pound Dakota farmer at a cost of £4. The boots required two days' labour and most of a kangaroo hide. They
are fourteen inches long, and have a spread of five inches
at the widest point.
World Events in the Light of Prophecy
We send out no papers that have not been ordered; if persons receive
THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES without ordering, it is sent to them by
some friend, and they will not be called upon to pay.
PRICE PAYABLE IN ADVANCE
12 months, post free in the Commonwealth and N.Z.
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- 2/6
3 months, post free in the Commonwealth and N.Z.
- 1/6
_
All other countries - 8/6
- Id.
Single copies, postage extra All orders sent direct to the publishers or their agents, either for single
subscriptions or for clubs, must be accompanied by cash.
SIGNS PUBLISHING COMPANY (A.C.A. Ltd., Props.),
Melbourne and Warburton, Victoria, Australia.
When forwarding Money Orders or Postal Notes, please make same
payable to SIGNS PUBLISHING COMPANY (A.C.A. Ltd., Props.),
WARBURTON, and not to individuals. All remittances from New Zealand
should be in the form of Money Orders, as Postal Notes or stamps are sot
negotiable in the Commonwealth.
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AROUND THE WORLD

As a result of the widespread introduction of wireless and
the attractions of the cinema, "the Leeds Library Committee
(England) reported a decrease of 50,000 in the number of
books used in its departments during the year ended at
March 31 last. The committee attributes the decline to 'the
cross-word puzzle craze which has taken hold of so many
people; the allurements of radio; the continued attractions
of the picture houses; and the many forms of outdoor amusement, all leaving less time for reading.' "
WITH the opening of the line through the Khyber Pass
another chapter has been added to the history of railways.
For years the necessity of quick transport through this
perilous frontier pass has been emphasised, and now all India
rejoices over the completion of the long-delayed project.
The railway is twenty-seven miles long, and runs from
Jamrud, two miles from the entrance to the pass, to the
Afghan frontier. The line follows tv,e course of the Khyber
stream, crossing it seven times, high above flood level, two
of the viaducts being respectively 55 feet and 80 feet above
the level of the stream. On this short railway there are
thirty-two tunnels, the total length being two and a half
miles, the longest, 1,400 feet. Owing to the difficult passage
it is intended to use two of the ordinary heavy goods engines
to each train.

Radiant Health

SUBMARINE broadcasting has been successfully carried out
by a diver off Heligoland, who broadcasted his under water
impressions to an invisible audience. Hamburg heard the
transmission satisfactorily.
BY a new decree, Turkish women are entitled to reserved
seats in tram-cars and ferry boats. Besides, they can sit
in any place on the car. Formerly two seats in the front
were curtained off for them, and no man was allowed in
that enclosure. A man may now sit in the "harem," as it is
called, provided no woman is standing, and women may sit
with the men in the back of the car or boat.
DR. D. BREESE JONES, of the Bureau of Chemistry, United
States Department of Agriculture, says: "Vitamines should be
sought in the garden or in the produce market, and not in
the drug store. In cases of suspected vitamine deficiency in
the diet, corrective measures should be taken through the
use of suitable natural foodstuffs, and not through commercial vitamine preparations, many, if not most, of which
are worthless."
CAN you imagine nine tons of death-dealing metal being
hurled for nearly twenty miles in a single broadside? Such
an almost unbelievable blast of huge projectiles will occur
whenever Britain's magnificent new 35,000-ton battleship
Nelson lets loose her big guns. For, says Popular Science
Monthly, the Nelson, newly launched, will have the most
powerful armament of any battleship in the world—nine
sixteen-inch guns, each firing a projectile weighing more
than a ton. In addition, there will be a secondary armament
of six-inch guns.
CHRISTIANS the world over have been greatly concerned
over the supposed rapid advance of Mohammedanism in South
Africa. Statistics to hand are reassuring. During a ten-year
period (1911-1921), the native population in the Cape
province increased by 120,000. In this same period the
number of Christians increased by 170,000, representing 37.37
per cent of the entire native population. The Christian
reports that "an even more strongly marked increase is
indicated for the Orange Free State, where, out of a total
native population given as 422,000, no fewer than 246,000
are registered as Christians—i.e., 58.25 per cent. In the
Transvaal the percentage of Christians to total native population is about 32.33 per cent; and in Natal 22.93 per cent in
1921, as against only 15.33 per cent in 1911. According to
the figures compiled by Principal Henderson, the Christian
population throughout the whole Union of South Africa increased from 1,055,942 in 1911 to 1,605,927 in 1921, making
an average in 1921 of 16.8 per cent as compared with 8.02
per cent in 1911."

Through Nature's Remedies
NATURE is the great healer. She is God's
physician. It is her forces and power that
restore and rebuild the body, giving
strength and glowing health in the place
of weakness and disease. The Warburton
Sanitarium is situated in the country,
where the patient can come close to the
heart of nature. The sweet fresh air, the
trees and shrubs, the beautiful scenery,
and the golden sunlight all help to bring
back to the sick the precious boon of
health.
Then there are such natural and potent
remedies as change of diet, electrical
treatments, hydropathic treatments, massage, etc., which eliminate clogging morbid
matter from the system and restore the
organs to normal functioning. These
treatments are administered by a courteous and efficient staff. The great majority of diseases yield to rational methods
of treatment, or at least improvement can
be made.
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WARBURTON, VICTORIA

Is especially equipped for the treatment of rheumatic, digestive, and nervous disorders. No mental,
or tuberculous, or other contagious cases admitted.
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FOR FURTHER PARTICULARS APPLY TO THE MANAGER
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