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THE GENERAL CONFERENCE BULLETIN

T h e  next session of the General Conference 
is to be held in Washington, D. C., M ay 13 
to June 6, and the General Conference have 
decided to issue a  Daily Bulletin  during the 
session, instead of giving condensed reports 
in the Review, as was done last session.

The General Conference Bulletin, therefore, 
will be re-entered as second-class matter, and 
issued daily during the session, and then go 
out of print until the next session.

It will be the same size as former Bulle
tins, about like the Review  as far as size of 
page is concerned. It will contain from six
teen to thirty-two pages per issue, as may be 
required to give to our people a full detailed 
report of the proceedings of the conference. 
T he price is fixed at 50 cents, post-paid, for 
the full issue, covering the entire reports of 
the session. There will be no club rate on 
the Bulletin. The price is made at 50 cents 
straight all over the world.

A ll our people know the true worth of the 
Bulletin, and should hail its return with de
light, as it was very much missed at the last 
General Conference meeting, especially by 
those who were unable to attend the meet
ings. In order to get it entered at the W ash
ington post-office, ■ they must have a bona-fide 
subscription list; hence we are asking early 
fo r subscriptions. W e are anxious that ev- 
ery family in the different states and con
ferences shall have the Bulletin, so we would 
urge you tb send in ydut Orders to your 
state tract society as soon as possible after 
you read this announcement, that your secre
tary may be able to send the orders on, and 
not cause you disappointment.

Those who do not order until about the 
time of the conference, need not complain if 
they do not get the first issues promptly, even 
if they get them at all. Everything w ill be 
in a rush at the opening of the conference, 
and it will be impossible to receive orders 
and furnish back numbers after the confer
ence opens. Please do all you can to get 
your orders to your secretaries as early as 
possible. Yours sincerely,

M r s .  W . M . C r o t h e r s ,

Southern Union Conf. Missionary Secy.

JUNIOR READING COURSE 
Lesson 4.—  Pabanyana and the Great Great

“ Child L ife in Mission Lands,” pages 65 - 77.
T est Questions, page 76.

NOTES

D a v i d  L i v i n g s t o n e  was bom  in poverty, and 
did not have the privilege of going to school, 
but he was determined to have an education. 
Even though he had to w ork very hard in a 
factory, he used to put his book on the spin- 
ning-jenny so that he could read a sentence 
now and then as he worked. In this way he 
obtained a good knowledge of the common 
branches. W hen about twenty years old he 
decided to become a missionary; and in order 
that he might be better prepared for his work, 
he took a medical course. His love for the 
natives of A frica  led him to cross the Dark 
Continent six times, where he forded the 
streams, pushed his way through swamps and 
jungles, and battled against starvation and the 
deadly African fever. His life was often in 
danger, for in many places he was the first 
white man the natives had ever seen. He 
did much to open Africa to commerce, but 
one of the greatest blessings that has resulted 
from his w ork is the abolition of the slave 
trade.

A fter he died, his heart was removed from 
his body, and buried by loving hands in the 
forests of the continent for which he gave his 
life. A fter many hardships his faithful serv
ants at last succeeded in bringing his body to 
the coast. It was taken to England and 
buried in W estm inster Abbey.

T h e  B o e r s  are the farmers of South Africa. 
They descended from  the Dutch who founded 
Cape Colony in 1650, and are a very simple 
people. T he older men have little use for 
modem ways. L arge herds of cattle and sheep 
roam over the large farms where the grass 
does not grow  very plentifully. The Boers 
have been very cruel to the natives, and this 
was one o f the causes for the war they had 
with England a few  years ago.

A f r i c a n  B o y s  a n d  G i r e s  have a very merry 
time at their games. W hen they play ball 
they choose up sides, and the ball is thrown 
up, while one side tries to keep it from the 
other just as long as they can. They have

pop-guns, too, only they are made from the 
bark of a tree or of reeds. The girls never 
play with dolls. The little black boys and 
girls are really very good tempered, and if  
you give one of them even a pinch of salt, no 
matter how many playmates may be near, he 
divides with every one.

The little African only goes into his house 
if it rains, or if he is going to bed ; and if  he 
is ta", then he must stoop to get in. It is 
all aark inside unless there is a fire, which 
always smokes, since the houses have no chim
neys. They look very much like bee-hives. 

O u r  W o r k  in A frica began at Cape T ow n 
about 1886. This is an English settlement. 
The people seemed especially glad to hear of 
the Sabbath, and soon a church was organized.

The first Seventh-day Adventist mission 
among the heathen was established in Mata- 
beleland. Elder Tripp and Brother Anderson 
were the first workers. Their lives were often 
in danger, and they had very little food; but 
God’s W ord never failed them, and they were 
kept from harm. A  training-school has been 
started there, from which native teachers are 
sent out into the kraals (villages) to help the 
people. W e now have six large stations in 
different parts o f A frica, besides the village 
schools. Our missionaries are w orking on the 
Gold Coast, which is known as the “ white 
man’s grave.” There are millions of 6tlr 
dark-skinned brothers and sisters who have 
never heard of Jesus. They are w aiting! 
waiting !

WORK WHERE YOU ARE

“ Perhaps you cannot go away 
T o  some far distant clime,

T o  preach the glorious truth of God,
T he message for this time;

But then your own dear little .home 
Can be your rhission field;

Just w ork for God where’er you are.
Let love her scepter wield.

“  Perhaps you cannot preach like Paul,
In language clear and plain;

But you can live the truth of God,
A nd w ork in Jesus’ name.

Perhaps you cannot do great things,
Nor mighty deeds each day ;

But yon can speak of Jesus’ love,,
O r give a tract away.”
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FLORIDA ITEMS

A  tent effort was started at Daytona the 
17th. A  good attendance marked the begin
ning o f the effort.

Mrs. Josephine Gotzian, of Madison. Tenn.. 
is spending a few  days at the Sanitarium. 
H er expressions o f enjoyment o f the sur- 

'fiJüridirigs aré v ë iy  «nucff appreciated.
Judge Addison O liver of Onawa, Iowa, and 

his niece, Miss Maude Oliver, have been 
guests at the Sanitarium for more than a 
week. The judge is taking a course o f treat
ment.

Another cottage is being built for the ac
commodation of more patients. The corre
spondence promises a demand for more room 
in the future. Already a tent has had to be 
pitched to make necessary room.

A t  a meeting of the Young People’s So
ciety, Jan. 20, an interesting study of the first 
chapter o f Hebrews was given. Three of the 
guests were present.

T he Sabbath-school Department o f the 
Florida Conference has made its best record 
yet. T he offerings of the last quarter were 
$215.96, and $212.68 of this went to missions. 
The small expense item o f $3.28 was made up 
by two schools only. Perhaps they will do 
better next time.

Beginning with A pril 1, the lessons in all of 
the departments o f  the Sabbath-school w ill be 
on the life o f Christ. This will be advan
tageous, as the whole family can unite in the 
study o f the lessons. I f  we know o f any one 
not being benefited by the study of these good 
lessons, let us make a special effort to help 
them become interested.

THE FLORIDA SANITARIUM
S i n c e  the opening of the Florida Sanitarium 

at Orlando, Oct. 15, it has enjoyed an excel
lent patronage, and at the present time its 
capacity is somewhat taxed. One encourag
ing feature is the fact that the patronage has 
been so largely local. A  short time ago a 
Catholic fam ily of considerable prominence, 
living near the sanitarium, brought their 
daughter to the institution for an operation. 
O w ing to the gravity of her condition,- the 
parents feared she could not be saved. A c
cordingly they called in the priest to give her 
the “  extreme unction,”— ■ the last sacrament,—  
before she was placed upon the table.

A s  the patient had been a student at St. 
Joseph’s School for Girls, the sisters kept the 
sanitarium telephone quite busy with inquiries 
concerning the case.

The operation proved remarkably success
ful, and the patient is making a rapid and com
plete recovery. On Sunday, Jan. 17, both the 
priest and the Mother Superior of St. Joseph’s 
visited the patient at the sanitarium, and see
ing what had been accomplished for her, they 
became deeply interested in the work of the 
institution. T hey provided themselves with a 
supply of our sanitarium booklets, to hand 
out to those needing medical attention. 
Brethren, cannot you do as much as they for 
our sanitarium? I f  so, send for a supply of 
the booklets. T hey are free.

This institution stands for the principles of 
the third angel’s message. W e are trying to 
keep prominently before its guests the special 
truths for this time. W hen Sister W hite 
wrote us encouraging us to secure this prop- 

"~ertyj""ancTenter upon the work, she said she 
hoped it would “ become an important center, 

"frSm-  w hich many whTRrame3 ~Tnedical mis
sionaries w ill go forth into the unworked 
parts o f the Lord’s vineyard.”  This is our 
aim. W e have a small class in training now, 
and would be glad to add others to it.

W e ask the prayers and help of our brethren 
everywhere, that this institution may be what 
God intended it should be.

R. W . ParmELE, Pres. Fla. Conf.

REPORT OF LABOR

F r o m  Jan. 1 - 3  I  was at Jacksonville, as
sociated with Elder Stephenson and Brother 
W . K. Achenbach in the dedication o f the 
church. T he long struggle in paying for the 
building is over, and the church was ready to 
enjoy their jubilee. In all, seven services 
were held. On Sabbath morning almost the 
entire company joined in dedicating them
selves to God. Some who had returned to 
hurtful habits renewed their consecration, and 
asserted their liberty. W hen the call was 
made, almost the whole congregation came 
forward for prayers, and heartfelt confessions 
followed. W e were pained to learn that some 
who had taken their stand for the truth during 
the past year had allowed the cares of this 
life  to choke the word. W e trust they will 
yet return to their first love.

Jan. 4 to 12 were spent at Nashville, Tenn., 
attending meetings o f the Union Conference 
Committees and the Publishing House Con
stituency.

I am now (Jan. 21) at Daytona, engaged in 
a tent-meeting. Brethren Stephenson, Bran
son, W hitford, and Case are also here. Elder 
Stephenson hopes soon to begin a tent-meet
ing at Leesburg, providing arrangements can 
be made for suitable help. Brother Case 
hopes to sell a good supply of our books here 
during this effort.

T o  the children and youth o f our confer
ence I wish to say, Y our tent has been busy 
since camp-meeting. For a long time it was 
at Hastings. The Lord blessed the effort 
there, and at Hastings and Orange Mills, five 
miles distant, eight adults are now rejoicing 
in present truth as a result. Y ou r tent is now 
pitched by the beautiful H alifax R iver in Day
tona, and each night a goodly number as
semble in it to hear the truth. D o not forget 
to pray for the effort. T he privilege o f  us
ing your tent for field w ork makes it possible 
for us to put three tents into the field. 2 
Thess. 3 :1 . R. W . P a r m e e E .

TENNESSEE RIVER CONFERENCE NEWS 
NOTES

S i s t e r  B e r t h a  M a n n  has gone to Hustburg, 
Tenn. to teach the church school there. For 
some time these brethren have pleaded for 
help.

Brother R. M. Kilgore has been holding

meetings at Leach church about four w&eks. 
Several have begun keeping the Sabbath  
Brother Kilgore speaks very encouragingly o f v ,  
his w ork there.

Does the Lord heal those who are sick and 
ask him for help? The following is from  a
letter written by Sister Keel, vyhoji^the L o r d ....
has just healed: “ I was healed by prayer. I 
had heart failure and nervous prostration. The 
Lord answered prayer immediately; all praise 
to his name.”

In the plans for our w ork this summer, Dick
son, Tenn., w ill have a tent-meeting, followed 
by camp-meeting, Aug. 12 - 22. This place has 
been suggested for some time as being a good 
place. Dickson, since a part o f Kentucky has 
been cut off from  our conference, is very cen
trally located, and we trust that all our peo
ple will begin to prepare to attend this meet
ing and conference. I would like to hear 
from  all Sabbath-keepers in and near Dick
son, also.

Sabbath, Jan. 23, I  spent with the Memphis 
church. T he Gospel Sentinel came in for its 
share o f time, and 105 copies were taken by 
this church. A  paper for 25 cents with which 
to do missionary work, appealed to this church 
very readily. I shall look with interest to see 
this number increased in the near future. One 
of our Bible workers here said, “  I expect to 
use too in my work.”  W ill not our brethren 
and sisters look this matter up, and see the 
sacrifice that is being made on the part of the 
Publishing House and all concerned to see the 
work go? W e must do this w ork quickly. 
God expects it o f us. W e all see and feel 
this, so let us take hold with all our might. 
W ill not our missionary societies in all our 
churches follow the example o f the Memphis 
church in taking a club of the Gospel Sentinel? 
Single subscription, 50 cents per y e a r; in 
clubs o f ’5 or more, 25 cents per year. Let the 
orders come in at once to the Southern Pub
lishing Association, 24th A ve. North, Nash
ville, Tenn.

February 6 is the time for the Religious 
Liberty collection. The w ork among the 
churches of the world to educate their mem
bers for a better observance of Sunday was 
never more aggressive than now. The Sun
day advocates are continually before the Sen
ate, Congress, and the legislatures of our 
country. T he most drastic Sunday bill ever 
introduced in Congress is the Johnson bill 
that is before it now. A re  you 'taking Lib
erty? If not, w hy not? It  is only 25 cents 
a year. Send for it at once and keep up 
with this live question. W . R. B u r r o w .

W e are glad for the good w ork that has 
been done-in our conferences, as indicated by 
the reports from  the different states. W e 
hope the enthusiasm and energy manifested at 
the recent convention in Nashville w ill con
tinue to burn in the hearts o f  the workers 
who attended, and spread to those who did 
not, and that the reports o f labor for 1909 will 
show greater success than ever before.

“  H i g h  endeavors are an inward light 
That makes the.path of duty always bright.”
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NASHVILLE CHURCH MISSIONARY SO- 
y f  CIETY

Report for Last Quarter of 1908
Papers mailed to addresses furnished —

Watchman..........................................................  650
R eport op P rogress......................................... 100
Special Reviews ............................................  75

Total .............................................................  825
Bible readings held.................................. 6
Letters written to individuals...............  95
Letters sent with R eview .......................  75
Letters received ................ 4 .........................  12

Literature Supplied to Three Railway Reading 
Racks

W atchm an ...................................................  850
Reviews ...........................................................  336
Youth’s Instructors ......................................  20
L ife  and H ealth ...................................................200
Liberty ..............................................................  62
Signs of the Tim es ................................... 30
Little Friend  ..................................................  30

Total .............................................................  1528
Liberty Tracts ..............................................  700
Temperance Tracts ....................................  1500
Evangelical Tracts ....................................  5300

Total ............................................................  7500
Religious Liberty pamphlets................ 104

Prison Work 
Watchman and other papers given a w a y .. 1200
Books loaned ..................................................  4
Pamphlets given ............................................  12

Work Done by Bible Worker
Missionary visits ..........................................  212
Bible readings held................................. 224
Prayer meetings .......................    4
Persons supplied with financial aid   2
Hours of Christian Help W o rk ............. 60

Besides the above, we have sent to leading
lawyers, doctors, merchants, professors of col
leges, and the governor of the state, also to
Ex-Governor Porter the current numbers of 
Liberty and L ife and Health.

W e have had some interesting correspond
ence with some to whom we sent the papers, 
and received replies, telling us of some who 
have been revived in their Christian life by 
the letters we have written. I would like to 
emphasize the duty we owe to our absent mem
bers. W e began correspondence with them 
about the middle of the year, and have re
ceived in reply some good letters, in which 
the writers express appreciation of the inter
est, taiken in them. Some who have not heard 
from  the church for a long time, have sent 
money for different purposes. Thus the 
church has gained financially, and we have 
been a help to our isolated members.

Special Reviews, used by the members of 
the society during Thanksgiving week, aggre
gate seventeen hundred copies, while the do
nations received total about $123. This, we 
think, is a very creditable showing financially, 
and no one can tell how much more may have 
been sent directly to Washington, or may yet 
be sent, by those who read the papers and be
came acquainted with our work. But still 
more important, we trust, than the cash col
lected, w ill be the moral effect and fruit which 
the paper may produce upon those who have 
received it. This will only be known in the 
world to come. W e trust, also, that the ex

perience gained by our people in this effort 
will prove of lasting benefit to those engaged 
in it, making them more ready for another 
effort, more diligent in using every-day oppor- 
tunities, and developing some into regular 
workers with our papers and books. W e know 
that the Lord depends upon the church for 
the forwarding of his work, and he expects 
us to do our duty as intelligent beings.

W hen we fully realize, as a people, the im
port o f these words from the spirit o f proph
ecy, “ Upon us rests the weighty responsibility 
o f warning the world of its coming doom. . . . 
From  every direction, from far and near, are 
coming calls for help. . . . The minister in the 
desk announces the theory of the gospel; the 
practical piety o f the church demonstrates its 
power,” and learn from past experiences how 
to avoid failure, then we shall succeed. W e 
are nearing the end o f this earth’s history, and 
the different lines of God’s w ork are to be 
carried forward with much mpre self-sacrifice 
than has yet been manifested.

M r s . W. M . C r o t h Er s , Missionary Sec.

THE NASHVILLE YOUNG PEOPLE’S SO
CIETY 

Report for Last Quarter of 1908
Number of members................................... 31
Number taking Reading Course..............  10
Letters written ............ -...............................  110
Letters received ..........................................  25
M issionary visits (personal w o r k )   103
Bible readings or cottage meetings held 63
Papers sold ................................................... 1067
Papers mailed, lent, or given a w a y .. . .  2331
Books sold ................................ .'.................. 4
Books lent or given aw ay........................... 9
Pages of tracts sold..................................  6
Pages of tracts lent or given a w a y ... . 630
Hours of Christian Help W o rk .............  3
Articles of clothing given aw ay..............  9
Number of meals provided......................  1
Offerings for Foreign M issions  $ .30
Offerings for Home M issions.................  30.00
Offerings for Local Society w ork  24.81

L. M. S pear, Leader, 
M argaret O w en , Secretary.

Southeastern Union Conference
N A M E —  Book H ou rs V alue

C u m b e r l a n d  C o n f e r e n c e

E  D  H askell.............. ........
W  S  Fulbright..........d &r  36 2 4  35
E  A  C larke................d &r  36 22 50
G A  Slade.........................   36 25 95

Kirkham  .............. b f l  30 2 7  50
G e o r g i a  C o n f e r e n c e

W

Deliz^d

28 75

95

Thos Henderson . .p a p e r s 11 10 70
J A  K im m ell__ b f l s î o c 13 I 80 4 10
Mrs R  0  T e rry .......... d & r 19 25 60
J D A ndrew s................ g c 14 2 00
Burton W ade ...............b r 18 24 65

F l o r id a  C o n f e r e n c e

G rade Hunter .......... b f l 38 6 00 5 50
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  C o n f e r e n c e

Miss Annie George, .m i s c 25 7 35 3 85
J P  A llra n .................... c k 41 27 10 2 10
W  E  Lanier 2 w .......... d & r 76 109 50 16 00
0  R  Steed.................... c k 32 9 20 2 20
Neill Q S m ith .. . . . . .  . c k 17 5 25 3 25
M  L  Branch 2w .......... c k 58 19 75 63 75
R  L  Underwood 2w. .d & r 75 106 70 27 70

S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  C o n f e r e n c e

Mrs E  A  Wing.s<?/D sofp 5 5 85 5 60
J B R ise ...................... d & r 15 8 25 2 50
W  P  D arnell.............. b f l 14 35 40 I 50
J A  W oodall.............. BEL 28 50 50 I 50
Rose Lull ...................... b s 10 I 00 I 30
Isaac R  H arden.......... BEL 29 30 75
C  E  Sutton.................. b f l Si 26 00 7 50
G B Case................ b f l b s 29 42 00 50
Joseph Revans ............ GC 20 5 00 32 50

R e c a p i t u l a t i o n

Cumberland C onference.. 138 100 30 29 70
Georgia Conference........ 75 52 05 16 80
Florida Conference.......... 38 6 00 5 50
North Carolina C o n f .. . . 324 284 85 118 85
South Carolina Conf. . . . 201 204 95 52 90

Totals .............................  776 15 223 75

CANVASSING REPORT 
For Week Ending Jan. 16, 1909 

Southern Union Conference
N A M E —  Book H o u rs Value D élit?  d

A l a b a m a  C o n f e r e n c e

H ugh W  Jones............ h &h  36 $8 00
M  J Shaffer....b f l  n t p  20 34 10 3 15
W  G R inggold............b f l  13 26 25
W  C W ales..................b f l  19 16 20 2 00

K e n t u c k y  C o n f e r e n c e  
Mrs A lice Reynolds 2w b f l  56 14 75 8 25
M  J W eber 2w ............b f l  57 62 00 3 00
J S M oore sofvsofp 35 6 30 7 00

L o u i s i a n a  C o n f e r e n c e

J T  M iller....................d & r 40 71 18
H  C B agley.................... c k  20 4 00 26 70

T e n n e s s e e  R t v e r  C o n f e r e n c e

J T  F ry ..........................b f l  14 7 90
Mamie M oore  d & r 28 23 10 27 05
J S .M oore.................. m is c  35 15 10 7 00
C  H  M cColrey d & r  26 18 75 1 25
A lice Patton    .d & r  2 8 50 1 70

R e c a p i t u l a t i o n

Alabama Conference  88 84 55 5 15
Kentucky C o n feren ce .... 148 8305 1825
Louisiana Conference. . . .  60 75 18 26 70
Tennessee River C o n f  105 73 35 37 00

Totals ............ !  401 316 13 87 10

THE WEEKLY GOSPEL SENTINEL

T h e  delegates attending the convention and 
conference counsels already mentioned, re
jected a proposition to discontinue the weekly 
paper, wisely, we think, insisting that a weekly 
paper is a necessity to our church missionary 
societies and isolated members in pushing the 
home missionary work, but that a less ex
pensive paper than the weekly Watchman was 
required. T o  meet this need the G ospel Sen
tinel has been started. It will be especially 
adapted to the purpose for which it will be 
used and the place it is designed to  occupy —  
free distribution in the home field. T o  this 
end the price has been made as low  as pos
sible, 50 cents per year for single subscriptions, 
and 25 cents in clubs of five or more. This 
brings it within the reach of all, and it should 
be scattered like the leaves o f  attttttrnï*aJâ over 
America. Thus it is only one cent per week 
i f  one copy is taken, and one-half cent per 
w eek per copy for five or more. E v e ry  church 
member can afford to pay two and a half cents 
each week for a club o f five papers to dis
tribute among their neighbors. N o  one can 
longer say he is too poor to purchase and give 
away the truth. The Sentinel should he cir
culated by tens of thousands, and w e  are con
fident that it w ill be.

Just now, when these two new periodicals 
are being started, we urge our workers to take 
hold energetically and make up a- large sub
scription for each. Let each church act at 
once, and order as large a club as it can use.



20 EMPÖRT OF PROGRESS

Report of Progress
PUBLISHED WEEKLY

JUNIOR READING COURSE
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day Adventists, 24 th Ave. North and How- 
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under the A ct o f Congress of March 3, 1870.

BY W AY OF REMINDER
C a n v a s s e r ’ s  institutes have been appointed 

in several conferences as fo llow s:—  

Tennessee River, Hazel, Ky., Jan. 28 to Feb. 8.
North C aro lin a, , Feb. s'- 17.
Kentucky, Bow ling Greeri, beginning Feb. 7. 
Alabama, Birmingham, March 4 -17 .

NOTICE
T h i s  paper is mailed each Tuesday. A ll 

matter, other than canvassers’ reports, de
signed for publication in any special issue, 
should be in the editor’s hands not later than 
the preceding W ednesday to insure its inser
tion.

THE MONTHLY WATCHMAN

T h e  change o f the Watchman from a weekly 
paper to a monthly magazine, has now been 
made in liaxmony with the recommendation 
o f the General Conference Committee and the 
recent Bookmen’s Convention held at Nash
ville. T he change was also approved by the 
union conference councils following the con
vention, and the new enterprise has been 
launched. The first number o f the magazine, 
bearing date of February, 1909, is now ready 
for circulation. Art examination of its con
tents and general appearance and makeup, 
cannot fail to please all, and convince every 
intelligent person that its character will be 
such as to place it upon an equality with other 
magazines published by the denomination, with 
respect both to its artistic and literary merits 
and its subject matter. It  is the purpose of 
both editors and publishers to make it an 
effectual agency in disseminating the truths for 
these days; and to this end it w ill keep abreast 
o f  the times. If  w ill embody the good points 
o f its w eekly predecessor, together with im
portant additional features.

There can be no question as to its sphere 
o f usefulness or its adaptability to the needs 
o f all classes of people, while it will especially 
commend itself to persons of education and 
thought, thus suiting it to the needs of those 
workers who are devoting their time to the 
sale o f our periodicals. W e therefore ask of 
our people and workers everywhere, the same 
consideration for the Watchman magazine as 
is given to other ten-cent periodicals published 
by us. W e solicit your earnest attention to 
all matter you may receive from the publish
ers concerning this new journal.

D e a r  Y o u n g  F r i e n d s :  I feel sure you are 
all interested in the articles prepared for the . <( .
Junior Reading Course, which -are now going---- Evading Diamond
through this paper. These are notes on 

Child.LifeJuJVLissiomXands,” and-eaeb-metrr- 
ber o f the. Junior Young People’s Society 

- should have a copy of this book for study, it

that within six weeks she had read five or\§ix 
novels, and wished for more. D o you thinSrs 
that mother would enjoy seeing her little boy 

Dick,” - “ -Buffalo- Btll,”-
Nick Carter,” or some other dime novel, 

when h e ,_should_b.e.....getting_his~4essons—for— ■ 
school ? —  No, indeed; she would be pained

is well illustrated, and may be had by sending 
twenty-five cents to the Southern Publishing 
Association, Nashville, Tenn.

A GOOD PLAN

A e a b a m a ’ s  wide awake missionary secretary 
has adopted, among others, the plan o f sup
plying workers in the North or other parts of 
the country who wish to help the work in the 
Southern field, with the names and addresses 
of persons to whom they can send literature, 
to be followed by correspondence. These 
names and addresses are furnished the home 
secretary by the canvasser.

W e recommend this plan to all o f our state 
societies, and invite our brethren in other sec
tions of the country to co-operate with us in 
this way. Names may be obtained by ad
dressing any state conference office, or the 
R e p o r t  op  P r o g r e s s .

n e w  Te s t a m e n t  p r im e r  in  fo r e ig n  
LANGUAGES

W e have just received at this office sample 
copies o f the “  N ew Testament Primer ”  in 
the German, Danish, and Swedish languages. 
A ny o f the workers who desire copies of this 
book in either o f these languages .can secure 
them by addressing this house. Prices, 33 
cents in board binding and 60 cents in cloth.

FICTION AND MORALS

A s  WE view the low moral ebb of our coun -" 
try to-day, we wonder w hy such conditions 
exist; but can we wonder long when we look 
into our public libraries, and see the almost 
numberless volumes of all classes o f fiction 
and comprehend the effect o f such upon the 
public?

Again, try to count the magazines that are 
thrown broadcast, whose contents are fiction, 
and that a poor class. Glance at our newspa
pers; even they, to a large extent, carry only 
something to satisfy the mental craving for 
excitement.

It seems to us that candid thinkers should 
awake to a fact so vital to the w elfare of this 
nation. People are what their education makes 
them. I f  we feed the mind on fiction, we are 
lowering their standard on morals and educa
tion.

According to statistics, more than seventy- 
five per cent, o f the literature published in this 
country is fiction. W ith this fact before us,
I  appeal to the readers of this magazine to 
give this subject their earnest consideration. 
L et us put our shoulders to the wheel, and 
seek to hinder the progress o f the evil.

A  few  days agW I  heard a woman, who is 
the fond mother o f three bright children, say

at the thought of such a thing. —

H ow  would a father feel who had worked 
hard year after year to send his children to 
school, to find that they had spent a large 
part of their time in reading novels.

Fiction reading also overtaxes the nervous 
system, and causes the victim to feel tired. 
H is food does not give him proper nourishment, 
then the body calls for a stimulant, thus lead
ing to the use o f tobacco, alcohol, and drugs.

W e wish to impress it indelibly upon the 
minds o f our readers that every book o f fiction 
that is published, o f whatever grade, is lower
ing the morals of the people. In the day
time people read fiction, and at night they 
flock to the theaters by the thousands to further 
foster the habit they cherish so dear. Down 
the road multitudes of humanity are rushing.

You cannot fill a basket with chips and 
gold at the same time neither can you fill the 
minds of our young people with knowledge 
that will be useful to them through life and 
with fiction,

In the haste o f  this twentieth century, are 
we not going to take time to consider where 
we are leading the next generation? T o  a 
large degree they w ill follow in our footsteps. 
Shall we step aside and let them rush on, and 
do nothing to warn them o f their danger? • 

H ow  shall we warn them when public li
braries, the church and home libraries, are 
alike filled with fiction? It is human to ex
cuse ourselves when things seem against us. 
But we are here, and we are free moral agents. 
A t  the judgment bar of God we shall be held 
accountable for our influence over those with 
whom we have lived.

L et us help one another, and especially the 
young, to form only such habits as will tend 
to their uplifting, and encourage them to use 
a better grade o f literature, thus forming purer 
lives.—■ The Bulletin.

I f  any one has a copy of the Review  o f 
Aug. 20, 1901, and would kindly send it to 
us, it would be conferring a great favor. D i
rect L . A . Smith, editor of the Watchman, 
24th A ve. N., Nashville, Tenn.

M iss K a t e  H o w a r d ,  Albany, Georgia, de
sires late clean copies of any of our denomi
national papers, tracts, etc., sent post-paid for 
free missionary distribution.

IF YOU ARE IN EARNEST

E n d e a v o r  to do your w ork better than it 
has ever been done before.

Believe in its worth and dignity, no matter 
how humble it may be.


