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Vantage Point

Dennis Ross, ministerial director for the Southern Union, recently shared an 
incredible experience that took place during one of his evangelistic meetings in 
2009. Prior to the meetings several young adults were knocking on doors, inviting 
people to the prophecy meetings. As two young people approached the sidewalk 
to the next home, out came a young woman who seemed very distraught and con-
sequently unaware of the two missionaries. She nearly rushed past them. 

Being faithful Adventist youth, they stopped her for a moment and gave her a 
handbill inviting her to Elder Ross’s meeting. Just a simple invitation, and the two 
witnesses were on to the next house. Well, the young lady came to the meetings. 
During one of the calls she asked God to help her begin a new life. And, she was 
thrilled to be invited to join the Seventh-day Adventist Church. She was baptized 
just a few months ago at the conclusion of the meetings.  

But the story had a dramatic prequel. The young lady came out of her house 
that day having decided to end it all by jumping in front of traffic. She had nothing 
to live for. It was over. At that very moment God showed up at her junction in the 
form of two young Adventist witnesses, and her life took a turn away from disaster 
toward eternal life. Praise God!

About the same time I also heard a story of another young lady. You see, just a 
few weeks ago, a committed and talented student from Southern Adventist Univer-
sity, Kirsten Wolcott, was apparently murdered on the island of Yap, in Micronesia. 
She was only 20. She was teaching in the little Adventist school, serving her Jesus 
and her Church as a student missionary. While jogging on an early muggy morn-
ing, her young life was snuffed out on the side of the road near the school. Is it 
not appropriate to ask — Where was God at that junction? Here is a faithful young 
missionary giving all she had to teach young students about God, and it seems that 
God didn’t show up at her junction that morning.

It may appear to human questioners that God didn’t show up at John the Bap-
tist’s junction during Herod’s party. He seems to be present at Daniel’s junction in 
the lion’s den, but not at Abel’s junction in the field. I certainly don’t have answers 
to such questions except to say, “We have not an high priest which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, which 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need” Hebrews 4:15-16. 
Good and evil will war until Jesus makes all things new.  

The most important point for me is that God sent Jesus “in the fullness of time” 
to the junction of sin and humanity, and because Jesus came to that junction, I 
have eternal life, no matter what circumstances God allows in my life. Given that 
good news, I want to be available to God when he desires to show up at some-
one’s junction through a human witness. Is that your desire?

God at the 
Junction

Gordon Retzer
Southern Union 
President
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Cover Feature

By Bill BeckwoRth

Connie and Bill Beckworth were honored with tributes 
and a presentation. Bill is retiring after 41 years in the 
literature ministries at the end of March.

Word
The PoWerof

The
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Literature evangelists, publish-
ing leaders, and conference ad-
ministrators from Carolina, Florida, 
Georgia-Cumberland, Gulf States, 
and Kentucky-Tennessee confer-
ences met January 1-3 in Gatlin-
burg, Tennessee, for the year-end 
convention. Stirring testimonies of 
God’s leading this past year were 
highlighted. The guest speaker was 
Philip Samaan, D.Min., who brought 
encouragement. Our commitment 
was renewed.

The year 2009 was truly a Year 
of Evangelism! Both leaders and 
literature evangelists conducted and 
supported “ShareHim” meetings. 
Bible workers continue to follow up 
these contacts. We thank God for 
each of our faithful literature evange-
lists and publishing leaders in every 
conference. Several conferences had 
good gains in sales and baptisms.

Tim Leffew, Georgia-Cumber-
land Conference publishing direc-

tor, set a new sales record, again, 
for a single conference with more 
than 1.7 million in sales. Growth in 
the Spanish work in both Georgia-
Cumberland and Florida conferences 
made a significant 
impact also.  

Highest in sales 
and souls in 2009 
were both career 
literature evange-
lists. Patti Morris, 
Kentucky-Tennessee 
Conference, was 
highest in sales, and 
Louise Venables, 
Carolina Confer-
ence, had the most 
baptisms.  

The student 
MagaBook program is the largest 
MagaBook ministry of any union in 
the North American Division. In the 
summer, we have an average of 200 
students who work through Home 

Health Education Service, all over 
the Southern Union, in groups of 15 
to 20 youth. In addition to books 
delivered, thousands of Bible studies 
are signed up. Also, there are fall, 

winter, and spring break groups 
from various schools that work three 
to four weeks. Student programs 
are active during the school year 
at Southern Adventist University 
and several academies. Total stu-

Tim Leffew (right), Georgia-Cumberland Conference publish-
ing director, accepts highest in sales award from Bill Beckworth, 
Southern Union publishing director. 

Patti Morris, Kentucky-Tennessee Conference, receives award for 
top literature evangelist in sales.

Louise Venables receives an award for having the most 
baptisms.

Rocky W. Davis (right) receives an award for having the top 
student program in the North American Division.

“It is not enough to show how much 
needs to be done and to urge the youth 
to act a part. They must be taught how 
to labor for the Master. They must be 

trained, disciplined, drilled, in the best 
methods of winning souls to Christ,” 

Gospel Workers, page 210.

PoWerof
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dent deliveries for the year were 
$1,140,000. More than $800,000 
was paid in scholarships.  There is 
also an ongoing student program at 

Oakwood University.
William S. Smith, Southern Union, 

associate publishing director, states, 
“We praise the Lord for the great 
things He did through our literature 
evangelists, members, students, and 
publishing leaders in 2009 in all of 
our conferences. Whenever God’s 
people work together in circulat-
ing truth-filled literature, marvelous 
are the results! With this same group 
working and praying together in 2010, 
we are expecting to distribute 500,000 
books in the Southern Union. Contact 
your local conference to learn how 
you can participate in one of these 
great out reaches.”

The combined sales of all eight 
conferences are $3,722,808, with a 
gain of 15 percent. Please continue to 
pray for the publishing ministries.  

Carolina Conference   
David Haugsted 
dhaugsted@carolinasda.com  
704-596-3200 
 
Florida Conference 
Joe Holloway 
joeghollow@aol.com  
407-644-5000 
 
Georgia-Cumberland Conference 
Tim Leffew 
tleffew@gccsda.com  
706-629-7951 

Tim Leffew (right) interviews a family 
who was baptized from a contact made 
by Reyna Perez, student literature evange-
list with the Light America Program. 

Share A Book Tell the World 
Contact your local conference publishing director for details about the Literature Evangelism work:

Gulf States Conference 
Dan Shannon 
Daniel12vs1KJV@aol.com  
334-272-7493 
 
Kentucky-Tennessee Conference 
Keith Reid 
kreid@kytn.net  
615-859-1391
 
South Atlantic Conference 
Carl McRoy 
cemcroy@hotmail.com  
404-792-0535

South Central Conference 
Java Mattison 
culporter_jd@yahoo.com  
615-226-6500 
 
Southeastern Conference 
Theus Young 
June54226@gmail.com  
352-735-3142

D. J. Haskins, who canvassed this 
past summer, said, “It was 4:00 p.m. 
and the sun was blazing!  I had only 
five books given out. My goal was 11 
before our 4:30 lunch break. I sat down 
and prayed, ‘God, I don’t know how 
You are going to do it, but I need six 
more books.’ I continued canvassing. 
I went to a gas station but found no 
interests. As I was leaving, something 
impressed me to go back. As I turned 
around, I saw a man coming out of the 
store. He was in a hurry so I gave him a 
quick canvass. He began to slow down 
and really listen. He said he didn’t think 
he was interested but he wanted to help 
me with a donation. He pulled out eight 
$20 bills and handed them to me! Then 
he decided to give me another $20. He 
told me that he felt the Lord had led me 
to him and that it wasn’t just a coinci-
dence. His brother-in-law had just died, 
and he was really in need of peace. He 
ended up getting nine books. I couldn’t 
believe it! The Lord had not only an-
swered my prayer, but had exceeded 
my expectations. I couldn’t help but 
drop to my knees in the middle of the 
gas station and praise God for what He 
had done.” 
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Katherine Morua worked as a 
student literature evangelist for two 
summers and as a student leader 
three summers. She attended South-
ern Adventist University and the 
University of Tennessee at Chatta-
nooga, and has a degree in electrical 
engineering. She is now working 
toward a Ph.D. in bio-medical engi-
neering at John Hopkins University. 
She says, “The LE work was more 
than a financial help. It nurtured 
my spiritual growth and leadership, 
which I will carry throughout my 
life. Thanks for giving me the op-
portunity.”
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Visit Us
Southern welcomes visitors all year long, and we invite you to come and experience our 
beautiful campus for yourself. If you know of someone looking to attend a Christian  
university, prospective students have several options for a scheduled visit to Southern.  
For more information, go online to www.southern.edu/visit.

1.800.SOUTHERN 
Collegedale, Tennessee

Adventist Robotics League, Southern Challenge, March 4
 Iles P.E. Center
  Middle school students from across the Southern Union demonstrate  

robots they built from LEGO® bricks.
___________________________________________________________

Symphony Orchestra Concert, March 21 at 7:30 p.m.
 Collegedale Church
  Southern’s 75-member orchestra performs standard pieces from the  

18th, 19th, and 20th centuries.
___________________________________________________________

Gym-Masters Home Show, March 27 at 9 p.m. 
and March 28 at 2:30 p.m.
 Iles P.E. Center
  Southern’s acrobatic team performs shows that promote positive  

lifestyle choices.
___________________________________________________________

Wind Symphony Spring Concert, April 11 at 7:30 p.m.
 Collegedale Church
  Southern’s 65-member concert ensemble of woodwind, brass, and  

percussion players perform works from a variety of stylistic periods.
___________________________________________________________

SonRise Resurrection Pageant, April 3
 Begins at Collegedale Church
  An interactive trip through Christ’s final days leading to His death  

and resurrection.

Southern 
Adventist 
University
hosts events for you!
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are restored in mind, body, and 
soul. With Environment, you cre-
ate a soothing Eden-like oasis that 
nurtures you. Through Activity, you 
maintain your quality of life and 
stay youthful. With Trust, your faith 
makes you fearless and confident 
because of your loving relationship 
with a caring Heavenly Father. With 
Interpersonal Relationships, you en-
joy a happier and more meaningful 
life.  By practicing the principle of 
Outlook, you have greater success 
and a brighter future because of 
the power of positive expectation. 
And through Nutrition, you have 
energy and peak performance. God 
gave you these eight principles of 
CREATION Health to live life to the 
fullest. 

Healthy 100
Seventh-day Adventists produce 

more centenarians than any other 
group. This has gotten the atten-
tion of the mainstream media and 
is attracting people to our church 
because they want to know more 
about our longevity secrets. Gordon 
Retzer, Southern Union president, 
recently remarked to the confer-
ence presidents and their executive 
teams: “God has opened a window 
of opportunity — this is our time.”

A Startling Statistic
The Florida Hospital seminar 

presenter asked the class that had 
gathered to learn about successfully 
launching health ministry teams in 
their local churches, “What’s the 
leading cause of death among males 
65 years old or older in Florida?”  

“Heart attack — heart disease,” 
the class quickly answered. Easy. But 
then the presenter asked, “What’s the 
second leading cause of death?” 

“Stroke, diabetes, hypertension, 
cancer,” the students answered. 
Good guesses, but wrong. The cor-
rect answer was suicide. Suicide. 
For many of these men, taking their 
own life is the only real choice they 
feel they have to end their pain.  But 
there is another option: CREATION 
Health.

The Eight Principles of the 
CREATION Health Lifestyle 

CREATION Health is a lifestyle 
that God designed around eight 
principles, given at creation, that are 
a catalyst for experiencing whole 
person wellness and living to a 
healthy 100. What this means is that 
when you practice the principle of 
Choice you take charge of your life 
and are in control. Through Rest, 
you replace chaos with calm and 
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Choice 

Rest 

Environment 

Activity 

Trust 

Interpersonal 

Outlook 

Nutrition 

RELATIONSHIPS

THE EIGHT PRINCIPLES OF
CREATION HEALTH

CREATION Health: 
Imagine Living to a Healthy 100

 LIVE LIFE TO
THE FULLEST

CREATION Health Feature

By lynell laMountain
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A New Southern Union Health 
Initiative

The Southern Union is commit-
ted to our churches, hospitals, and 
schools being centers of healing 
and hope where people find sanctu-
ary from a harsh world. There are 
many ways to do this. The Southern 
Union at its annual Council meet-
ings last November voted to adopt 
CREATION Health because it accom-
plishes this aim by ministering to the 
whole person.

The CREATION Health Difference
Many health and wellness pro-

grams and ministries focus on diet 
and exercise, which are essential to 
optimum health. CREATION Health 
covers those, too, but also addresses 
choice, rest, environment, trust in 
God, interpersonal relationships, and 

outlook; because these areas are 
connected to the root causes that 
drive unhealthy behavior. Instead 
of treating symptoms, CREATION 
Health treats causes.  

The eight underlying root causes 
of the leading causes of death are 
low self-esteem or self-worth, eco-
nomic disparity, hopelessness and 
emotional despair, lack of infor-
mation or education, meaningless 
existence, and external and internal 
stress. These issues result in un-
healthy behaviors that ultimately cre-
ate a self-destructive lifestyle.

Someone who is contemplating 
suicide, for instance, might need to 
become more physically active and 
eat better, but he certainly needs 
help with the spiritual and emotional 
issues that he is wresting with. As a 
total person health and wellness pro-

gram and lifestyle, CREATION Health 
makes a difference in people’s lives 
at the root level.

God got it right the first time 
around and has prepared His people 
for such a time as this. We welcome 
the opportunity to share our longev-
ity “secrets” with our members and 
communities to help them improve 
their lives and change their destinies 
from hopelessness and pain to hope-
fulness and peace … and lead them 
into experiencing the life that God 
intended and that Jesus freely offers 
through His abundant grace. 

That’s CREATION Health!

Lynell LaMountain is CREATION 
Health representative.

LEARN MORE AT:CREATIONhealth.com

The CREATION Health Outreach Seminar
Florida Hospital has packaged these principles into an 
eight-week seminar. The CREATION Health seminar kit 
comes with eight DVD’s, eight PowerPoint presentations, 
a 300-plus page personal study guide, leader’s notes, and 
small group learning activities. 

For more information, contact Lynell LaMountain
407-303-7711 x 32   |   Lynell.LaMountain@flhops.org
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Saving Lives in Haiti – 
In More than One Way

Adventist Health Systems Feature

How does a Jewish boy raised in Miami 
end up as a Christian man serving in Haiti?

For Martin Schnell, M.D., the answer is 
simple: “God first called me to Him, then 
to Haiti.”

Schnell, medical director at Takoma 
Regional Hospital in Greeneville, Ten-
nessee, has visited Haiti many times 
since he began his medical ministry to 
this Creole- and French-speaking Carib-

bean country in 1988.
“Our primary goal is to impart God’s 

love to those the world has forgotten and 
rejected,” Schnell explained. “Medicine is 
our vehicle and our secondary mission. 
The medicine gets us close to people so 
they can see God’s love. The fruit of our 
work is seeing lost souls come to know 
the redemptive power of salvation in Jesus 
Christ.”

The need for medical treatment in Haiti is severe. Schnell treats a patient in the streets during a visit to Haiti. 

By tina chudina
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This objective ties in directly with 
Takoma Regional’s mission to be an 
extension of the healing ministry of 
Christ.

“When you go to a place like 
Haiti and practice health care, you are 
forced to rely on your faith,” Schnell 
said. “We have so little to offer them, 
so you must rely on your faith and 
prayer.”

Schnell, who has worked with 
Adventist Health System since 1995 in 
both Central Florida and Greeneville, 
recalled his journey to Haiti, noting 
that it started when he accepted Christ 
as a 31-year-old intern. 

“I was really struggling with all 
the stress of the internship,” he said. 
“I was depressed, and someone in-
vited me to church.”

Within eight months he was on 
an airplane. 

“My church at the time was going 
to Haiti on a mission trip, so I went 
along,” Schnell said. “I just fell in love 
with the people and felt God’s calling 
on me. I’ve gone back ever since, too 
many times to count.”

Schnell served as a medical mis-
sionary for eight years before he and 
his wife Marilyn, a social worker, 
formed Dunamis Medical Missions as 
a non-profit corporation.

“Dunamis is Greek for ‘power,’” 
he explained. “The New Testament 
talks about miraculous healings or 
power of the Holy 
Spirit 123 times. We 
call on the Holy 
Spirit’s power every 
time we go, expect-
ing God to move.”

Mission trips 
to Haiti now center 
on the village of La 
Souse on the island 
of La Gonave, off the 
coast of Haiti. 

“It is well off the 
beaten path — even 
for Haiti,” Schnell 
said. “The peasants 
live in mud huts with 
dirt floors, with no 
running water or 
electricity or sewer.”

The national 
religion is Catholi-

cism, but 
many practice 
voodoo or 
satanic wor-
ship.

“When I 
began in Haiti 
20 years ago, 
voodoo was 
the predomi-
nant religion 
in the peasant 
villages,” 
Schnell said. 
“Over the 
years, we 
have seen 
it diminish 
in favor of 
Christianity. 
Nonetheless, 
it still exists, 
is quite prevalent, and reveals itself on 
almost every trip.”

Most mission trips to Haiti last 
about a week, and are open to 
clinical and non-clinical volunteers. 
“Where we go there is no access to 
healthcare — zero,” Schnell said. “We 
do basic care such as treating parasitic 
infections, infectious diseases; perform 
surgeries; monitor blood pressure; 
and provide nutrition through feeding 
programs. We also dispense vitamins 
to nearly everyone we see. And, we 
do it all while expressing God’s great 

love for them.”
In early 2010, Schnell plans to 

start a leprosy program.
“Leprosy is supposed to be 

eradicated worldwide, but there is an 
epidemic there,” he said. “I would say 
at least 400 people have leprosy on 
the island where we work, and we 
plan to treat them one by one.”

Cost to treat a leprosy patient is 
around $500. “It takes about a year of 
treatment with drugs,” Schnell said. 
“The average income there is $250 a 
year, so they can’t pay for this type of 
healthcare.”

“This is a way to reach 
these people for eternity,” 
Schnell said, “and you can’t 
put a price tag on that.”

Schnell’s work and 
future plans to help the 
people of Haiti demonstrate 
how, through medicine, we 
can touch the lives of others 
in more than one way, truly 
extending Christ’s healing 
ministry.

For more information 
on the leprosy program or 
Dunamis medical mission 
trips, please contact Martin 
Schnell at 772-201-5292 or 
email him at dunamismed@
aol.com.  
Tina Chudina is media rela-
tions coordinator at Takoma 
Adventist Hospital.

Martin Schnell, M.D., loves the people of Haiti and has travelled to the 
country countless times to help provide medical treatment to those in need.

Schnell is developing a leprosy program to address the epidemic hit-
ting the people of Haiti.
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During the Christmas season, a 
number of churches hosted drive-thru 
displays, interactive nativities, and 
other events for the community. 

Road to Bethlehem
“I do not consider myself to be 

a religious person, not even a little 
bit. But, I have to tell you that I was 
quite moved by the entire experi-
ence,” wrote the owner of a neighbor-
ing business who attended Camina a 
Belen (Road to Bethlehem), hosted 
by Atlanta First Hispanic Church as a 
Christmas outreach to the community. 

“As complete outsiders of your 
church, my wife, myself, and a friend 
were welcomed as though we were 
part of your family,” he continued in 
a letter to Joel Barrios, church pastor, 
following the event. “Not being His-
panic, I had a unique opportunity to 
observe your culture firsthand. What I 
found truly amazed me. Such a warm, 
gentle, easy-to-smile, and gracious 
people that you are. What’s interest-
ing is that for some reason I felt a 
need to attend this event, almost as if 
I were drawn by something outside 
myself.  As I stated earlier, I am not 
a religious person, and when I asked 
my wife and friend if they would like 
to join me, they were both floored 
that I would even want to go to an 

event of this nature. I am so glad that 
I did. You are an incredible group of 
people. I feel honored to be allowed 
into your world and hope to get a fur-
ther opportunity to learn more about 
the Seventh-day Adventist faith.”

More than 2,000 community 
guests (not counting children) visited 
Camina a Belen, December 11 and 
12, 2009. During the event, names, 
addresses, and phone numbers were 
collected to facilitate invitations to the 
next event. The whole church was 
involved, with 99 percent of Atlanta 
First Hispanic members helping with 
greeting, guiding tours, translating, 
acting, working as extras, operating 
sound/video, communication, parking, 
security, food, and literature. A prayer 
room where 200 individuals came for 
personal prayer and spiritual counsel-
ing was also available. This year they 
are already planning to add one more 
evening to the schedule.

a Bethlehem night
The Savannah First Church in 

Georgia held a live Christmas drive-
thru, A Bethlehem Night, on the 
evening of December 16. The drive-
thru featured a recorded, narrated story 
with music that cars could tune into 
and listen on their car radios as they 
drove through the displays. Members 

were all dressed in Biblical costumes 
and rehearsed their different roles. 
There was a field with animals, a 
market place, a bakery and, of course, 
a manger with smaller children singing 
as angels. Mark Piotrowski, church 
pastor, shares that despite limited ad-
vertising and the weather only permit-
ting it to be able to held one night, 
more than 80 cars drove through in 
90 minutes. Many people parked and 
walked around the different displays 
after driving through as well. At the 
end of the drive-thru, each car re-
ceived an abridged Desire of Ages and 
a pamphlet with information about 
Savannah Adventist Christian School.

Bethlehem live
The second annual Bethlehem 

Live drive-thru was held at the Geor-
gia-Cumberland Academy Church in 
Calhoun, Georgia, December 4 and 5. 
There were more than 190 cars filled 
with enthusiastic visitors interacting 
with the merchants, citizens, shep-
herds, and tax collectors of the city. 
Directed by church member Judy Cu-
sick, more than 150 church members 
and children were involved with the 
presentation. An inspirational CD was 
provided for each car as the visitors left 
Bethlehem Live, along with an invita-
tion to visit the church’s website.  

Georgia-Cumberland Feature

Scenes of Bethlehem
By caRl andeRson, joel BaRRios, and MaRk piotRowski
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Oakwood University Feature

It certainly was not 
“tea for two, and two for 
tea” when more than 50 
guests showed up last 
November at the First 
Ladies Tea, co-hosted 
by Oakwood University 
and the North Alabama 
United Negro College 
Fund (UNCF) Joint 
Campaign Committee. 
The event took place on 
Sunday, November 15, 
2009, marking America’s 
24th National Philanthro-
py Day.

A special invitation 
went out from the co-
hosts to all the first ladies 
of the Huntsville area 
churches to join hands 
in celebrating the joys 
and spiritual rewards of giving back to 
one’s community.

The women, including Eula Battle, 
wife of Huntsville mayor Tommie 
Battle, attended the First Ladies Tea 
atop the beautiful Ledges Country Club 
of Huntsville, Alabama.  The wives — 
and some husbands — representing 
churches from all over the north Ala-
bama area, including St. John’s AME, 
Trinity United Methodist, First Mission-
ary Baptist, and Oakwood University 
Seventh-day Adventist churches, were 
greeted with corsages and escorted 
into the ballroom, amidst the melodic 
sounds of harpist Shushanna Smith, 
assistant professor in the Depart-
ment of Math and Computer Sciences 
at Oakwood University.  The menu 
included clotted cream, cucumber tea 
sandwiches, and scores of scrumptious 

teatime pastries.
Josephine Scruggs, 

wife of the newly-elected 
president of the National 
Baptist Convention, USA, 
and Oakwood University 
Church’s first lady, Janis 
Newborn, had a chance 
to exchange experiences 
over a cup of Russian 
spice tea. All the ladies 
were asked to bring a 
family-tale-related teacup 
and don their favorite hat 
for the occasion, which 
made for an interesting 
swapping of stories. First 
Ladies Tea chair Rosa 
Kilpatrick, UNCF area 
director Walvid King, 
Community Foundation 
executive director Lynne 

Berry, and UNCF scholarship recipient 
Jeremy Jordan shared their remarks.

The high tea, proposed as an 
annual event, was the North Alabama 
UNCF Joint Campaign Committee’s 
way of saying “thank you” to the 
community’s first ladies for invest-
ing time and energy in the various 
community-based ministries that 
touch countless lives in one way 
or another, and help to make the 
Huntsville community one of the 
nationally-rated best places to live 
and raise a family. 

In keeping with the “Building 
Bridges to Opportunity” theme for 
the campaign, the tea was an effort 
to cultivate partnerships with the 
faith community, and to create op-
portunities for more people to earn a 
college degree. As always, an annual 

UNCF Gala highlights the campaign 
drive, and kicks off Oakwood Univer-
sity’s Alumni Weekend. This year, the 
gala will be held on Thursday, April 
1, at the Von Braun Center in historic 
downtown Huntsville. NASA adminis-
trator Charles F. Bolden Jr. will be the 
keynote speaker.  

Oakwood is one of 39 histori-
cally black colleges and universities 
(HBCU’s) qualified through regional 
accreditation to receive UNCF student 
scholarships, based on the school’s 
private status and consequent non-
receipt of state funds. As such, it is 
north Alabama’s only UNCF member 
institution. 

For more information on how you 
can help, contact campaign manager 
Cheri Wilson at Oakwood University, 
256-726-7584, or email cwilson@oak-
wood.edu.  

Cheri Wilson, associate director of ad-
vancement and development at Oakwood 
University, and campaign manager for the 
UNCF Joint Campaign of North Alabama, 
contributed to this article.

Carvice King (left), wife of Walvid King, UNCF 
area director, and Lynne Berry, Community 
Foundation executive director, were the guest 
speakers for the First Ladies Tea.

Josephine Scruggs (left), first 
lady of the First Missionary 
Baptist Church in Hunts-
ville, Alabama, and Eula 
Battle, wife of Huntsville's 
mayor, Tommy Bat-
tle, pause for a hat photo.

Not Just Tea for TwoBy Michele soloMon
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Carolina News

      

“A lawyer and an 
ordained minister were 
meeting together and had 
an idea. “

No, this is not the 
beginning of a joke; it is 
a true story of two men 
determined to create a 
hands-on, 
relationship-
driven ministry 
in Charlotte, 
N.C. 

Robert 
Forquer and his 
brother-in-law, 
Paul Fisher, 
started Vision 
Possible, a non-
profit organiza-
tion focused 
on helping 
the homeless 
discover a 
creative, God-
given vision 
for life. Their 
goal is to help vulnerable 
people move from surviv-
al to stability and beyond. 

What is Vision Pos-
sible? It’s a consulting 
company that works with 
churches who want to dis-
cover God’s vision for their 
lives. It’s the Free Store, a 
place to bring what you 
want to give and take what 

you need to 
live.  They have 
adult and chil-
dren’s clothing, 
shoes, books, 
toys, etc.  Vision 
Possible also 
sponsors The 
Free Furniture 
Warehouse, The 
Free Yard Sale, 
and “The Edge,” 
a unique forum 
which brings a 
diverse group of 
people together 
to share their 
spiritual journey 
and focus on 

biblical text.  
Forquer, a member 

of the Charlotte Sharon 

Church, volunteers with 
their  “Room in the Inn” 
program, a partnership 
with the City of Charlotte 
to house homeless women 
in the church one night a 
week for four months. 

A divine encounter 
rescued Sheila Reynolds 
from homelessness when 
she met Forquer one Friday 
evening during her stay. 
Now Sheila and her hus-
band run the Free Store as 

office managers, not only 
giving them work to do but 
also a place to live.  

This is just one of 
countless testimonies of 
newly-found hope that find 
their way to Vision Pos-
sible Ministry. Forquer and 
Fisher have had to change 
their definition of success. 
Some measure the effec-
tiveness of a ministry by 
how many Bible studies 
they give or how many 
people are baptized into 
the Church. But for these 
two, they give a homeless 
person a cup of coffee and 
some clothing, and pray 
with them, and know they 
may never see them again. 
Was that success? They 
certainly hope so. The rest 
is up to the Lord, and what 
better hands could it be in?

The Free Store is located 
in Area 15 at the intersec-
tion of N. Davidson and 
15th Street in Charlotte. You 
can find them on Facebook 
at apps.facebook.com/
causes/320019 or on the web 
at www.visionpossiblecon-
sultants.com.

—BY JACQUIE PINDER

Vision possible Ministries Brings hope to charlotte

Sheila Reynolds, Robert Forquer, and Paul Fisher stand in front of the Free Store.

George Hunt (left) and Billy Joe Shaver talk with Sheila Reynolds.
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Carolina News

Eight years after 
celebrating the first wor-
ship service in their newly 
constructed facility, the 
Asheville North Church 
congregation has paid off its 
mortgage on the first phase.  

After three years of 
searching and negotiating 
on nine separate parcels of 
property, the project finally 
fell into place. In September 
of 2001, the congregation 
began worshiping in their 
new church. An enthusias-
tic and dedicated church 
body has now successfully 
retired the debt before the 
2009 year end. The current 

church facility will become 
the fellowship hall when 
the sanctuary, now in the 
planning stage, is eventually 
completed. 

The charter member-
ship initially forming the 
new church has almost 
tripled to 140 current 
members. Their greatest 
joy is in knowing that they 
are where the Lord wants 
them to be, and that He has 
a great work for them in 
north Asheville.

Asheville North mem-
bers praise God for the 
blessings!

—BY FLORIE ROGERS

Members and friends 
of the Mt. Carmel Mis-
sion gathered on January 
9, 2010, for the happy 
occasion of organizing 
their group into an official 
company in the Carolina 
Conference. 

Just a few short years 
ago, Mt. Carmel Mis-
sion began with a word 
of instruction spoken to 
husband and wife team, Je-

rome and Beverly Washing-
ton. It was while they were 
living in Huntsville, Ala., 
that God inspired them to 
begin a new church effort 
in the Charleston, S.C., 
area. They returned to 
South Carolina in 2002 with 
this goal in mind.

The couple met with 
the Charleston Church pas-
tor, Eli Rojas, on January 
1, 2007, about the church 

plant idea. He and 
the church board 
voted enthusiasti-
cally to proceed, 
and only a couple 
of weeks later, on 
January 13, they 
had their first Sab-
bath worship at the 
Mt. Carmel Mission, 
with 20 people in 
attendance. They 
now have a regular 

attendance of around 

50 each week.
The last three years 

have been filled with vic-
tory after victory for the 
Lord’s work in Charleston. 
The members of the new 
Mt. Carmel Mission Com-

pany have grown closer 
together as a church family 
as they continue to strive 
to grow closer to the Lord. 
Church planting is hard 
work, but God has never 
failed at one yet!

Mt. carmel company on a Mission for jesus

asheville north church Retires Mortgage
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Destiny Washington (left); Willie Williams III, church elder; 
Jerome and Beverly Washington, church planters; and Gary 
Moyer, Conference secretary

Harold Schutte, head administrative elder, is shown with Ar-
lene Wilson, treasurer, burning the note in the company of many 
of the original charter members.

Patricia Williams and Destiny 
Washington
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Florida News

      

The City of North 
Miami presented a Key to 
the City to Michel Porcena, 

pastor, at a retirement 
party given in his honor. 
Recognizing his contribu-
tions to the community, 
proclamations were made 
by the Miami-Dade County 
Office of Mayor, the Board 
of County Commissioners, 
and Miami-Dade County 
School Board. His wife, 
Marie Angelique, was also 
honored for her years of 
service as a nurse.

In December 2008, 
Porcena retired as pastor of 
the Eden Church in Miami, 
where he had served since 

1991. During his tenure, 
he baptized more than 700 
people, opened two new 
congregations — Shekinah 
in North Miami and Sarepta 
in Boca Raton — and 
began a church extension 
project at Eden that will 
double its seating capac-
ity. Marie Angelique served 
as the church’s women’s 
ministries director.

Porcena graduated 
from Andrews University, 
Berrien Springs, Mich., with 
two post-graduate degrees: 
an M.A. in guidance and 
counseling, and an Ed.D. in 
educational administration 
and supervision. He active-
ly promoted education and 
inspired his members to 
seek college degrees. With 
only two college graduates 
in the congregation when 

he began his ministry at 
Eden in 1991, the number 
soared to more than 60 in 
his district.

His life work included 
pastorates in Haiti, Mar-
tinque, and the United 
States. He served in the 
educational field as an 
academic dean and, then, 
president at Université 
Adventiste d’ Haiti. He was 
also a Bible teacher in Mar-
tinque, a principal in New 
York, and a public high 
school guidance counselor 
in Broward County, Fla.

Porcena has plans to 
write a book and perhaps 
start a family ministry  
together with his wife.  
“I’m a retired minister,” 
he says, “but the ministry 
continues.”

—BY MARC MAthIEU

Retired pastor Receives key to city

• Paul Campoli – Venice-Nokomis/Sarasota
• Sidney Champagne – Temple Deerfield Beach 

Company/Gethsemane Company
• Fidel Falcon – Kendall Spanish/West Dade Spanish
• Rex Frost – Brandon
• Cecil Norman Harding – North Miami/

North Miami Beach
• Ronald Hoffecker - Lakeland
• Humberto Horruitiner – Ebenezer Spanish/

North West Spanish
• Gervon Marsh – Maranatha associate
• Ken Norton – Apopka
• Andrew Nugent – Lauderhill associate
• Jonathan Peinado – Bushnell/Inverness
• Isaac Suarez – Melbourne Spanish/

Vero Beach Spanish
• Rickard Szilagyi – Avon Park associate
• Oscar Tavera – Pinellas Spanish/

Clearwater Spanish Company
• Marco Valenca – Northwest Dade/

Miami Central Brazilian
• Alex Vaz – Brazilian Temple associate/

Miami Central Brazilian associate

pastors in transition

Florida Conference recognizes the following 
employees for their years of faithful service:

Retiree Years of Service   Retirement  
Adan Alcala . . . . . . . . . .38 . . . . . . . . . . . 7/1/2009
Gerald Bond. . . . . . . . . .42 ½. . . . . . . . . . 1/1/2010
Beth Bursey . . . . . . . . . .29 . . . . . . . . . . . 7/1/2009
Jack Carey . . . . . . . . . . .41 ½. . . . . . . . . . 7/1/2009
Sheila Clinite . . . . . . . . .34 ½  . . . . . . . . . 7/1/2009
Carmen Garcia . . . . . . . .12 ½. . . . . . . . . . 1/7/2009
Meredith Genton . . . . . .32 . . . . . . . . . . . 7/1/2009
Wayne McNutt . . . . . . . .43 . . . . . . . . . . . 9/1/2009
Hershel Mercer . . . . . . . .38 . . . . . . . . . . . 2/1/2009
Fred Neigel . . . . . . . . . .45 ½. . . . . . . . 12/15/2009
Raquel Santillana . . . . . .9 . . . . . . . . . . . . 1/1/2010

Retirees honored

Michel Porcena
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The Adventist Book Center honored Gerald Bond (left) and 
Fred Neigel in December 2009 for a combined 88 years of 
service. Also pictured are Sue Bond and Gladys Neigel.
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Florida News

six Florida conference workers ordained in 2009

STEPHEN STEWART — July 25

Stephen, Stephen Jr., Rosalyn, 
Sherwin, Shawn
Covenant Church, Pembroke Pines

Stewart spent more than 10 years 
working as a mechanical design engineer 
and holds 30 patents that bear his name. 
As he served his local church in many 
capacities, including first elder for more 
than six years, the Lord’s work found a 
special place in his heart.

While leading the newly formed 
80-member Amazing Grace Mission 
Group in New York City, the desire to 
serve the Lord in a pastoral role grew 
within him. He desires to be a faithful 
servant and a living witness for Jesus.

ORLANDO HERNANDEZ — August 29

Isaac, Sonia, Orlando, Isabel, Orlando III
Walker Memorial Academy Chaplain/
Bible Teacher, Avon Park

With his rebellious teenage years 
and high school graduation behind him, 
Hernandez pursued a career in electrical 
engineering. He then felt the Lord call-
ing him to become a pastor, and that he 
would lead many people to God. After 
conferring with his father and pastor 
uncles, he believed this was a call straight 
from God that he needed to obey.

In the past three years, he has served 
Walker Memorial Academy with great 
humility and awe as he has seen the Lord 
work among students and their families.

BILLY LEVEILLE — June 13

Gelissa, Billy, Ricardo, Princesse, Karen
Bethel L’Eglise des Adventiste,  
Orlando/Tampa Haitian Churches

As a young man, Leveille found 
many excuses not to follow in his pastor 
father’s footsteps. After graduating with a 
computer information systems degree, he 
served 10 years in the Army with tours in 
Germany, Panama, Haiti, and Kuwait.

While in the Middle East, a “burning 
bush” experience helped him realize he 
could not continue to resist God’s calling. 
After graduating from Southern Adventist 
University and conducting two successful 
evangelistic campaigns, he accepted a call 
to serve in Florida Conference.

ALLAN MACHADO — August 22

Alan, Allan, Erich, Elsa
Hialeah Spanish Church

At a young age, Machado felt the 
call to preach; yet, he ignored it for many 
years. He finished his schooling and be-
came a successful business person. Finally, 
the time came when he heard the voice of 
God and determined to follow the call.

He believes the highest privilege a 
human can have is to be called by God to 
proclaim the good tidings of salvation as 
set by the Apostle Paul’s example in  
I Corinthians 9:16. With this Bible passage 
running in his mind each day, and with 
the conviction that God called him, he 
preaches the gospel.

RODLIE ORTIZ — July 18

Iveth, Rodlie, Jonathan
(Baby Daniel, not pictured)
Carrollwood/Riverview Churches

Although Ortiz came from a family 
of pastors, he never planned to be a min-
ister. As a sophomore biology student at 
Southern Adventist University, Rodlie felt 
God calling him into ministry.

His favorite thought is from Ministry 
of Healing, p. 143: “Christ’s method alone 
will give true success in reaching the 
people. The Saviour mingled with men as 
one who desired their good. He showed 
His sympathy for them, ministered to 
their needs, and won their confidence. 
Then He bade them, ‘Follow Me.’”

NOEL ROSE — September 19

Nassor, Christine, nephew Zia, Noel
Palm Springs/Margate Churches

During his senior year in a Jamaican 
high school, Rose felt the call from God 
to serve. It became validated when he 
was asked to bring God’s word to His 
people with the Holy Spirit’s leading.  
Prior to moving to the States, he conduct-
ed a number of crusades, revivals, and 
weeks of prayer during his pastorates.

“Whatever thy hand findeth to do, 
do it with thy might” is his mantra as he 
advances the Kingdom of God and looks 
for “…the blessed hope, and glorious  
appearing of our great God and Savior 
Jesus Christ.” —Titus 2:13 (NKJV)
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Georgia-Cumberland News

      

Ralph and Elsie (Olsen) 
LaFave, members of the 
Chattanooga First Church in 
Chattanooga, Tenn., cel-
ebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary in May while 
enjoying a cruise and land 
tour in Alaska.

The two met when 
they were students at Pacific 
Union College in Angwin, 
Calif., and were married June 
22, 1959, in a double wed-
ding ceremony in Orlando, 
Fla., by K.R. Davis.

Ralph was drafted during 
the Korean War and served 
two years in the Signal Corp 
in Erlangen, Germany.  He 
graduated from Andrews 
University with a master’s 
degree and served in ministry 
for the Florida Conference 
for 23 years and the Georgia-
Cumberland Conference for 
22 years. After serving as a 
pastor for the Chattanooga 
First Church for 11 years, 
Ralph retired from the minis-
try in 2002.

Elsie is a registered nurse 
who retired in 2008 after a 
nursing career of 53 years.

The LaFave family 
includes daughter Christie 
Jennings, sons Phillip and 
Danny, and seven grand-
children.

50th 
anniversary
Milestone

Elsie and Ralph LaFave

choral Fest Brings students 
together to sing

Georgia-Cumberland 
Academy (GCA) hosted 
the Georgia-Cumberland 
Conference (GCC) Choral 
Festival, November 12 and 
13, under the direction of 
clinician Candace Nesmith, 
vocal director for GCA.

“The GCC Choral 
Festival 2009 was another 
spectacular event,” says 
Dawn Lemaitre, GCA event 
coordinator. With 160 stu-
dents from eight different 
GCC elementary schools, 
the stage of the GCA church 
was packed. “We are thank-
ful for all of the hard work 
the choral directors and 
students had put into learn-
ing the songs, and for the 
tireless practicing they did 
with Candace over Thurs-
day evening and all day 
Friday in preparation for the 

performance.  We are very 
blessed to host the annual 
GCC Choral Fest, and we 
are praise God for the beau-
tiful gift of music.”  

“I had no voice when I 
started singing, and I prayed 
because I really wanted to 
sing. It was my first time 
here,” said Joshua Wolcott, 
a student at Greeneville 
Adventist Academy in Tenn. 
“When I went up to per-
form I had no trouble with 
my voice, and then when I 
came down I could not sing 
again. Most of all I came 
to share Jesus with other 
people.”

Holly Greer, A.W. 
Spalding Carolers director of 
Collegedale, Tenn., shares, 
“I like for my students to be 
under someone else’s direc-
torship. That is really good 

for them because they are 
going to learn things from 
that person that they might 
not get from me.”

“I think it makes the 
kids realize that the Adven-
tist Church is a big family 
instead of just our Carmen 
School,” says Steve Wilson, 
principal of Carmen Adven-
tist School in Marietta, Ga.

Kyra Collins, a student 
at John L. Coble Elementary 
School in Calhoun, Ga., 
said, “This was my first time 
singing up front in Bel Can-
to, and it was really fun.” 

The festival students 
performed nine songs, with 
a special music feature pre-
sented by Bel Canto of John 
L. Coble Elementary School.

—BY tAMARA WOLCOtt 
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Elementary grade students gather at Georgia-Cumberland Academy for the annual Choral Festival.
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Georgia-Cumberland News

On December 12, this 
group was officially com-
missioned as an organic 
house church by Jerry 
Johns, senior pastor of the 

Colum-
bus First 
Church, 
and Bill 
Levin, 
Georgia-
Cumber-
land Con-
ference 
church 
planting 
director. 
Johns led 
the com-
missioning 

service, which began with 
Levin talking about Jesus’ 
mission statement, found 
in Luke 4:16-19. Those 
verses share Jesus’ mission 
to preach Good News to 
the poor, set captives free, 

An historic event oc-
curred in Columbus, Ga., 
on Sabbath, December 12, 
2009. A growing group 
of dedicated and commit-

ted members of Columbus 
First Church believe they 
are called to take the good 
news of Jesus to the poor 
and homeless in troubled 
areas of Columbus and 
bring church to them. 

and give sight to the blind, 
which is the same mission 
statement of this new house 
church, called Green Ha-
ven. Levin spoke about the 
church described in early 
Acts, and how Adventism 
began as a lay-led house 
church movement.

Johns called the Green 
Haven group to the front 
for corporate prayer and 
asked all those in the con-
gregation who support this 
ministry to stand.  As the 
Green Haven group knelt, 
Johns and Levin led in com-
missioning prayer.

Currently, Green 
Haven is heavily involved 
in hands-on community 
outreach. Lay leader Sh-
eryl Shears has taken the 
Breathe-Free stop-smoking 
program to the homeless, 
and has been given a room 
at a rescue mission to hold 

the program right in the 
center of the homeless area. 
The Green Haven members 
take turns teaching and 
encouraging the homeless 
people who attend the class 
to stop smoking. Green Ha-
ven has also been used by 
God to enable a homeless 
couple to get off the streets 
and move into a real home 
of their own. This couple is 
also using the Breathe-Free 
methods to stop smoking, 
and they have asked for 
Bible studies. 

Strong trust is being 
built between Green Haven 
members and the home-
less people, who say no 
one has ever helped them 
before without having a 
“hidden agenda.” God is 
working mightily, and life 
transformation is happen-
ing every day.

—BY JAN LEvIN

organic house church dedicated

the well hosts open house in chattanooga
More than 200 people 

toured The Well’s worship 
space on December 5, 2009, 
as part of Southside Chat-
tanooga’s third annual Main 
x 24 holiday celebration. In 
an attempt to be intentional 
in regard to what the guests 
experienced, members of 
the new Southside church 
plant decided to emphasize 
the concept of global, lo-
cal, and family community 
by creating an interactive 
“reflections” room.  

“You might say that it’s 
something between a prayer 
room and an exhibit,” said 
Tommy Diller, one of the 
creators of the reflection 
room experience. “We 

simply wanted to welcome 
people into our worship 
space and help them think 
outside themselves.” 

The 4,000-square-
foot facility housed a 
“streetscape” emphasizing 
global community, a stage 
display highlighting sig-
nificant city ministries such 
as the Chattanooga Food 
Bank and the Community 
Kitchen, and a “living room” 
where intercessory prayers 
could be handwritten on 
small cards and hung on 
three small “prayer trees.”  
Each tree was labeled “Self,” 
“World,” and “Loved Ones,” 
respectively. The foyer area 
was turned into a temporary 

coffee shop 
as guests 
were able, 
throughout 
the day, to 
come in out 
of the cold 
and enjoy 
free hot 
coffee, hot 
cider, hot 
chocolate, 
and an ar-
ray of deli-
cious finger 
foods that 
filled the 
tables throughout the day.

“We were extremely 
pleased with the way this 
endeavor opened doors that 

allowed us to connect with 
our community,” said Mike 
Fulbright, pastor.

—BY MIkE FULBRIGht

Guests arrive at The Well’s worship space, Decem-
ber 5, 2009, for the Southside Chattanooga’s third 
annual Main x 24 holiday celebration.

M
Ik

E 
FU

LB
IR

G
h

t

Members of the Columbus, Ga., First Church pray 
in dedication for an officially commissioned 
organic house church called Green Haven. Their 
ministry is making a difference with the homeless.
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Gulf States News

      

The weekend of 
October 23-25, 2009, saw 
more than a dozen married 
couples coming together at 
the Embassy Suites Hotel 
in downtown Montgomery, 
Ala., for the annual marriage 
enrichment seminar.  Mel 
Eisele, Conference president, 
started the proceedings at 
sundown on Friday.

Keynote speaker Joel 
Kibble, highly regarded mo-
tivational speaker on mar-
riage and family life, riveted 
the attention of the group at 
the Sabbath sessions, effec-
tively guiding his audience 
to a vivid grasp of the power 
of childhood experiences 

that influenced the qual-
ity of marital relationships 
later in life. Kibble, a pastor 
on a mission to save ailing 
couples, masterfully involved 
the spouses in discussions 
and brainstorming that led 
to discoveries and commit-
ments to changes in relation-
ships and life directions.

Anita Pemberton, Ph.D., 
Conference family ministries 
director, managed the week-
end proceedings in a fashion 
that kept everyone attuned 
to the seminar theme, “To 
Have and to Hold Each 
Other Dear.” In preparation 
for the seminar, spouses 
made scrapbooks that re-

quired them to collaborate, 
reflect, and recall their jour-
ney together from their first 
meeting to the present.  

Many left with resources 
calculated to help them 
enrich their marital relation-
ships and to aid them in 
caring for their children. 
One couple, Ken and Marie 
Moser, of the Community 
Church in Meridian, Miss., 
won the coveted prize — 
lodging accommodations for 
eight days and seven nights 
at a location of their choice 
from a list of 3,500 resorts. 
The winning couple earned 
highest points in a scavenger 
hunt (scrapbook mak-

ing contest) and a lovers’ 
newlywed-style game.

Amy and Bernell Mapp, 
Conference prayer coordina-
tors, demonstrated the role 
of prayer in nurturing family 
relationships for happiness 
here and in preparation 
for Heaven.  Reflecting on 
the seminar, one couple 
said, “Special thanks to the 
Conference for this ministry 
to our families.”  Another 
declared, “We believe that 
we were led by the Holy 
Spirit to attend this retreat. 
We were having struggles, 
but because of this retreat, 
we made a recommitment to 
our marriage.”   

“The prayer seminar 
with the Mapps was an 
inspiration for my husband 
and me,” said another. “Be-
gin planning for next year’s 
seminar,” says Pembleton. 
“It will again have a contest 
for another great prize and 
will also be held in Mont-
gomery.” 

—BY NAthAN MOORE

couples Make new Beginnings at Marriage seminar

school is winner in community canned Food drive
Community Christian 

School was one of the win-
ners of the Canned Food 
Drive in Meridian, Miss. The 
students and staff collected 
1,808 cans, which aver-
aged more than 50 cans per 
student.

The school was pre-
sented with a $500 check 
(sponsored by Pop Eye's 
and Little Caesar's), and the 
students were given certifi-
cates for pizza and chicken 

from the two restaurants. 
The students were excited 
that their hard work paid off. 
The canned food helps to 
provide  food for the holiday 
season for those less fortu-
nate in the community. 

The Canned Food Drive 
is an annual event. Students 
from a number of private 
and public schools in the 
area compete to collect the 
most canned goods.

—BY REBECCA GRICE

The seminars were designed to focus on the theme of the weekend, “To Have and to Hold Each 
Other Dear.”

These students and staff averaged collecting more than 50 cans 
per students.
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Seventy people were 
baptized at the Mont-
gomery, Ala., Convention 
Center on the weekend of 
December 11 and 12, 2009, 
during the “Gold 1,000” 
convention, and many more 
decisions for baptism were 
made.

Three hundred fifty 
members from the His-
panic churches in the Gulf 
States Conference brought 
900 guests for this time of 
reaping and witnessing, 

resulting in a total atten-
dance of 1,250.

The “Gold 1,000” 
cam-paign was launched in 
September 2009, during the 
Conference’s annual His-
panic camp meeting. The 
purpose was to work toward 
a goal of getting everyone 
involved in winning souls, 
and to have a time of reap-
ing during December. This 
would be accomplished 
by organizing those who 
wanted to commit to the 

challenge of winning souls 
for Jesus into small group 
leaders.

The theme for October 
was “Toward the Gold.”  
Each church district held a 
day of training, motivation, 
and commitment for the 
group leaders. On October 
31 the members went house 
to house with a survey to 
find individuals who were 
interested in taking Bible 
studies.

“Overtime for Jesus” 

“Gold 1,000” convention Baptizes 70

began in November with 
each member committed to 
giving one Bible study a day 
for 20 days.

December was the 
time for reaping, and by 
the end of the month, 100 
individuals were baptized. 
The “Gold 1,000” conven-
tion and campaign were 
organized by Nilton Garcia, 
Conference Hispanic minis-
tries coordinator. 

—BY REBECCA GRICE 

Attendees crowded forward when the speaker invited those desiring baptism to come forward.

Seventy people were baptized during the convention.
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Construction began in 
November on a new meet-
ing facility at Indian Creek 
Camp (ICC). The first step 
in the construction was the 
removal of the A-frame cha-
pel which had served the 
camp since the early 1960’s. 
However, with the expan-
sion of the dining room and 
cabins since 1999, the size 
of many groups has been 
limited because the chapel 
could not accommodate the 
larger numbers of people 
wishing to attend some 

events at ICC.
The new facility will 

accommodate up to 525 

individuals in a theater-style 
seating arrangement — 
more than twice as many 

construction Begins on new auditorium
as the chapel. The build-
ing can also be divided for 
multiple groups or break-
out sessions using fold-
ing partitions, and will be 
equipped with video and 
sound technology.

Construction is sched-
uled to be completed in 
time for summer camps in 
2010. The new auditorium 
is the final phase of camp 
reconstruction voted by the 
members of the Conference 
in 1999.

—BY MARvIN LOWMAN

Architect’s rendering of the completed auditorium.

An Amazing Facts series 
with Jason Morgan, evan-
gelist, was held last fall in 
Bowling Green, Ky. At the 
conclusion, 10 individuals 
were either baptized or re-
baptized.

Several fascinating 
stories evolved that showed 
God’s amazing leading from 
the very beginning. On 
opening night, the pastor 
and evangelist arrived at 
the meeting hall about an 
hour early. To their sur-
prise, the first guest, Johnny 
Logan, had already arrived 
and was seated in the back 
row. That was to become a 
familiar pattern. When they 
met with him toward the 
end of the meetings, they 
were presented with four 
pages of questions. One 
after another the questions 
were answered, and Johnny 
made his stand for Jesus as 
the meetings concluded.

Doug and Dorothy 
Kitchen were so determined 
to hear about Bible proph-

ecy that they walked almost 
two miles the first night, 
and intended to do so the 
rest of the series. Upon 
learning of their commit-
ment to hear God’s Word, 
church member Marilyn 
Carter offered to pick them 
up each evening. Night after 
night they came,  drinking 
in what was being said. 
They didn’t miss a single 
night. On Friday night they 
were married in a very sim-
ple ceremony performed by 
Terry Carmichael, pastor. A 
small reception was provid-
ed by some of the church 
women. The next morning 

they were baptized. Doug 
Kitchen spoke briefly after 
the service, expressing how 
they had been looking for 
a church, and how grate-
ful they were to have been 
welcomed so warmly. 

Joel Wilkerson had 
been a Christian since child-
hood and recognized the 
truth presented. He com-
mented, “I’ve been waiting 
my whole life to hear this 
message.”

The meetings ended 
the Sabbath before Thanks-
giving. Bob and Pat Collier 
were sitting in the congre-
gation that morning. They 

had been out of town the 
last week of the series. They 
had heard the topic of the 
Sabbath presented prior to 
their departure, and imme-
diately recognized the im-
pact it could have on their 
lives. Copies of the presen-
tations to be made while 
they were gone were given 
to them to listen to before 
they left town. Two weeks 
later, they had informed 
their pastor and church 
family that they would not 
be back. They made a trip 
to visit family, friends, and 
former pastor and church, 
and shared with them what 
they had learned. Having 
had significant health issues, 
Bob Collier commented that 
he felt God had kept him 
alive so that he could learn 
the things they had been 
studying.

—BY tERESA CARMIChAEL

Bowling Green church Blessed by new Members

Terry Carmichael (foreground), pastor, introduces the candidates 
before their baptism.



       

F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 0  •  T I D I N G S        23

Kentucky-Tennessee News

The Smyrna Hispanic 
Company held its first 
Community Health Fair 
in September 2009, at 
the Smyrna Town Center 
shopping plaza in Smyrna, 
Tenn. The event focused 
mainly on the Latino com-
munity of Smyrna and had 
11 stations where the at-

smyrna hispanic holds health Fair
tendees could learn about a 
wide range of health prin-
ciples and practices that 
the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church promotes, along 
with some local services.

The stations included 
weight and height (BMI); 
blood pressure; cholesterol; 
exercise; dental hygiene; 

H1N1 influenza; cancer 
prevention; local fire de-
partment; spiritual counsel-
ing by the pastor, Carlos 
Pinto, and his wife; and a 
children’s story corner. The 
final station was a Bible 
studies station where the 
attendees were offered free 
Bible studies, and the op-

portunity to pray for their 
health and families.

More than 300 individ-
uals attended. The Smyrna 
Hispanic Company was 
organized December 2007, 
and plans to be organized 
as a church in the near 
future.

—BY JULIO BARREDAAttendees were instructed about good oral hygiene.

The staff at the Ken-
tucky-Tennessee Confer-
ence raises money each 
year during the Christmas 
season to benefit a lo-
cal project. In 2009, Lona 
Schlisner, treasury admin-
istrative assistant, learned 
about The Next Door 
through a church member 
at the Madison Campus 
Church.

The Next Door is a 
six-month transitional living 
program located in down-
town Nashville that pro-
vides recovery support for 
women with an addiction 
to alcohol and drugs. The 
program receives appli-
cants by referral from local 
jails and prisons, inpatient 

alcohol and drug treat-
ment facilities, community 
mental health agencies, 
homeless shelters, and 
some other agencies. 

Cash contributions 
by the Conference staff 
provided enough funds 
to put together four bas-
kets containing needed 
items for residents at The 
Next Door. The baskets 
contained a complete set 
of bedding, towel sets, 
and various personal 
care items. Bibles were 
donated by the Adventist 
Book Center, and the 
publishing department 
donated Steps to Christ 
and Healthful Living 
books. Marilyn Michalen-

ko and Bonnie Grundy 
decorated the baskets. 

Larry and Carol Boughman 
delivered the baskets.

While at The Next 
Door, residents are 
assisted with recovery 
support services for their 
addiction, job placement, 
relapse prevention plan-
ning, mentoring services, 
and individual coun-
seling if needed. After 
completion of The Next 
Door program, women 
will have the opportu-
nity to receive support 
through The Next Door’s 
continuous recovery 
management program.

—BY MARvIN LOWMAN

Larry Boughman (left) stands with two 
of the 42 residents at The Next Door.

conference assists the next door

Ralph Ruckle, an Adventist physician from Portland, Tenn., talks 
to attendees about cancer prevention.
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Ministry Bus to team with atlanta Berean
The Hope on the Move 

Ministry Bus may soon be 
appearing in a neighbor-
hood near you, thanks to 
an award received from the 
North American Division. 
The Atlanta Berean Sab-
bath School department, 
along with a worthy project 
in Florida, was chosen as a 
recipient for the Southern 
Union 2010 Sabbath School 
Investment Project.

This initiative awarded 
funds from the 2010 Invest-
ment offerings to notewor-
thy outreach projects of the 
local Sabbath School depart-
ment. The Atlanta Berean 
Sabbath School department 
successfully proposed a self-
contained mobile missionary 

unit that is specifically de-
signed to do remote on-site 
outreach projects throughout 
the region.

This vehicle will be able 
to go on location to com-
munity events and selected 
neighborhoods, and provide 
unique presentation services 
tailored for a wide range 
of audiences. Using the 
dedicated resources of the 
local church, the Hope on 
the Move Ministry Bus will 
be able to provide health 
lectures, family counseling, 
Revelation Seminars, and 
other community services 
that will make an impact on 
the lives of those they can 
reach in this unique way.

According to Curtis Hall, 

general superintendent, the 
funding provided by the 
Division will enable the local 
Sabbath School department 
to greatly accelerate its use-
fulness to the greater church 
body. “Already serving 
400-plus youth and adults 
during the weekly Sabbath 
School programs, we can 
now provide a fresh avenue 
of outreach that is greatly 
needed in the greater Atlanta 
area.”

“Because our local 
Sabbath School department 
operates inside of the fastest 
growing congregation in 
North America, we are very 
sensitive to the needs of the 
non-churched community. 
We as a department are al-

ways seeking to provide bet-
ter ministry by viewing what 
we do through the eyes of 
visitors, and in particular 
non-Adventist visitors, and 
newly baptized members. 
We want the Sabbath School 
department to be a valuable 
resource for everyone who 
frequents our church, not 
just the long-time members.”

The Atlanta Berean Sab-
bath School department has 
long served as a role model 
for excellence. Using the 
added services of the Hope 
on the Move Ministry Bus, 
Berean is planning ahead 
to continue that tradition of 
excellence in service.

An appeal was made 
for women of South Atlan-
tic to become involved in 
the evangelism initiative of 
the Conference. As a result, 
women's ministries leaders 
from nine churches in North 
Carolina accepted the call. 
And thus, the "Women of 
Fire" crusade began.

After the women who 
were to speak were chosen, 
the date September 20-26, 
2009, was selected for the 
different meetings to take 
place simultaneously. Calvin 
Watkins Sr., Conference 
personal ministries direc-
tor, met with the group and 
conducted workshops to 
prepare the participants for 
the upcoming evangelistic 
meetings.

They were taught many 
techniques in soul-winning, 
especially the art of having 

confidence in one’s self. It 
was with this confidence 
these "women of fire" went 
forth with holy boldness 
in telling others the "Good 
News" of Jesus Christ.

Each meeting’s goal was 
to have an experience as 
the Day of Pentecost, and 
so the meetings had many 
similarities. The seven ser-
mons prepared by Watkins 

were given to each speaker 
with instructions of which 
sermon to preach each 
day. This meant that each 
woman would be preaching 
the same sermon each day. 
It was also planned that the 
meetings had the same start 
and ending time, and the 
same congregational songs.

The speakers Viola Wil-
liams (Asheville); Wilhel-

menia Wilcox (Charlotte); 
Lisa Marshall (Fayetteville); 
Gloria Lee-Gaskins, Do-
ris Mendes, Janette Lea-
Wade, and Ann Mason 
(New Bern); Jane Hawkins 
(Raleigh); Canine Clark, Etta 
High, Annie Buie, Eunice 
Hughes, Rena Burney, Pa-
tricia Williamson, and Eastly 
Thrope (Ridgeland); Shirley 
James (Snow Hill); Geneva 
Home, Eleanor Best, and 
Mary Cannon (Washington); 
and Wilma Boyd (Winston-
Salem), experienced the 
power of the Holy Spirit in a 
mighty way.

Because they were will-
ing to be used by God, the 
lives of many in the nine cit-
ies will never be the same. 
These "women of fire" were 
faithful in planting the seed.

—BY JOYCE hAIRStON

"women of Fire" plant seeds in nine north carolina cities

Calvin Watkins Sr. (left), Conference personal ministries director; 
and Sylvia Wilson, Conference women’s ministries director (front 
row, kneeling, center), with the North Carolina women’s minis-
tries leaders and supporters
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west end church has Vibrant 
prison Ministries program

West End Church, 
Atlanta, Ga., prison 
ministries continues to 
witness to others the love 
of Jesus, by meeting the 
needs of its people. This 
ministry has completed 
two Bible studies in two 
transitional centers, where 
it was requested that the 
Adventist message be 
presented. 

During the last six 
months, the prison minis-
tries band has distributed 
more than 350 pieces of 
literature and 20 Bibles. 
They also donated 600 
personal hygiene items 

to the Pulaski Women's 
State Prison, and 100 
items to the Phillips Men's 
Prison. Once a month, 
the prison ministries team 
travel more than 600 miles 
to Hancock, Mc Evers, 
Johnson, Pulaski, Phillips, 
Federal Penitentiary, and 
the Winway Drug and 
Alcohol Center. 

In August 2009, the 
men from the Atlanta 
Transitional Center visited 
West End Church. They 
ministered through inspi-
rational songs and a dra-
ma presentation. The play 
demonstrated how life 

surrounded by negative 
peer-pressure can influ-

ence a person 
in the wrong 
direction. 
Their drama 
presentation 
was a strong 
reminder to 
the youth. 

Charles 
Tolbert, 
state prison 
resource 
coordina-
tor chaplain, 
asked Harold 

Davis, West End prison 
ministries leader, to start a 
mentoring program. This 
program will consist of 
qualified West End men to 
visit institutions and men-
tor the young men about 
various issues, and assist 
them in their transitional 
phase back into society. 
They will be coached with 
strategies to deal with 
their families after being 
released and finding a 
place to live.

—BY hAROLD DAvIS

Baptism in smithfield
Four members of 

the Blockett family were 
baptized in Smithfield, 
N.C.  Fred Blockett, the 
father, was baptized on 
November 28, 2009. His 
wife, Tiffany, and two old-
est daughters, Alonah and 
Laniya, were baptized two 
weeks later. Fred Block-
ett accepted the Sabbath 

message while a licensed 
minister in the Baptist 
Church. The family studied 
with local elder Lawrence 
Davis, while attending a 
local outreach ministry 
in downtown Smithfield, 
which is operated by two 
church members.

The men (first row, seated) from the Atlanta Transitional Center met with the 
West End prison ministries team.

After the program, the West End Church members provided a fel-
lowship meal for the men from the Atlanta Transitional Center.

Michael Hickman (left), pastor; Fred and Tiffany Blockett and 
children Alonah, Victoria, and Laniya; and William Morris, 
elder
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Not every day, week, 
month, year, decade, or a 
score of years do individ-
uals marry in their 90’s — 
maybe a few or more in a 
century. When it happens 
it’s newsworthy. When it 
happens to Seventh-day 
Adventist Christians, it is 
a testimony of the sancti-
ty of love based in Christ, 
holy matrimony, and the 
Adventist message.

The wedding of the 
century happened in 
Huntsville, Ala., where 
nonagenarian love-birds, 
retired educators, shared 
a lesson about the es-
sence of true love. The 
testimony of their wed-
ding ceremony illustrates 
that even in one’s 90’s, a 
love relationship between 
a man and a woman is 
still a sought-after gift.

Kelli C. Dulan shared 
details relating to the 
event. She states, “With 
joy in their hearts, Er-
nest E. Rogers, Ph.D., 93, 
and Annell M. Wright, 
91, united in marriage at 

the Oakwood University 
Church, Saturday, De-
cember 26, 2009.  The 
groom is a retired Adven-
tist minister and profes-
sor of biblical languages 
at Oakwood University. 
He is the father of three: 
Jeannette Rogers Du-
lan, Eugene Rogers, and 
Sherman Rogers; grand-
father of four; and great-
grandfather of three. The 
bride is a retired Madison 
County elementary school 
teacher. She is the mother 
of four: Belvia Wright 
Matthews, Ph.D., Brenda 
Wright Hughes, Herman 
Wright, and Clara Wright 
White; grandmother of 
seven; and great-grand-
mother of eight. The cou-
ple resides in Huntsville, 
Ala. In conjunction with 
this, the following article 
appeared in The Hunts-
ville Times on December 
27, 2009, on page A3. 

“No strangers in this 
crowd,” by Steve Doyle, 
steve.doyle@htimes.com. 
“Bride, 91, groom, 93, tie 

knot after life as friends, 
neighbors.” 

When Annell Wright 
got married the first time 
in 1943, a justice of the 
peace in Tallahassee, Fla., 
did the honors. 

On Saturday, Wright 
finally got the big church 
wedding that every girl 
dreams about — at age 91.

About 1,200 well-
wishers packed Oakwood 
University Church to see 
the former principal of 
the University’s private 
elementary school tie the 
knot with Dr. Ernest E. 
Rogers, a 93-year-old re-
tired Oakwood professor.

The newlyweds have 
been friends and neigh-
bors since 1945, when 
both Rogers and Wright’s 
late husband, H.L. Wright 
Sr., joined Oakwood’s 
faculty. They even shared 
a bathroom in campus 
housing for a while.

Rogers said he began 
to have deeper feelings 
for Wright about a year 
ago, when he saw her at 

the birthday party of a 
mutual friend.

“The scales fell from 
my eyes,” he said. “In-
stead of seeing her as 
Mrs. Wright, I saw an 
angel of delight.”

The whirlwind court-
ship caught the couple’s 
children — they have 
seven between them — 
by surprise.

But Jeannette Rogers 
Dulan said she’s thrilled 
her father found love 
again after three years as 
a widower (his wife of 
64 years, Mildred, died in 
May 2006).

“He gave to my 
mother for all those 
years,” Dulan said. “When 
you have a heart that full, 
it’s wonderful if you can 
continue giving.”

Even before Satur-
day’s union, the Rogerses 
and the Wrights were like 
family. On two occasions, 
they were next-door 
neighbors on Oakwood 
Road. Annell Wright and 
Mildred Rogers carpooled 

Rogers, wright wedding held at oakwood

About 35 individuals: children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and friends make up the wedding party.
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to work together when 
both taught at West Madi-
son Elementary School. 
Jeannette Rogers Dulan 
and Wright’s daughter, 
Dr. Belvia Matthews, met 
as toddlers and were 
maids of honor at each 

other’s weddings. Ernest 
Rogers spoke at Wright’s 
husband’s funeral in 
1997.

“We’re delighted, 
because it’s not like she’s 
marrying a stranger,” Mat-
thews said. “We all grew 

up together.”
Dressed in a spar-

kling tiara and flowing 
white wedding gown, 
Wright was escorted 
down the aisle by her son 
H.L. Wright Jr. as camera 
flashes popped.

Harold Lee, D.Min., 
who studied Greek and 
Hebrew under Rogers, 
had the honor of marrying 
off his old professor. The 
couple was flanked by 
their children, grandchil-
dren and great-grandchil-
dren — about 35 in all.

“This is going to be 
great fun,” Lee told the 
crowd.

Lee said it was hard 
knowing what to say 
to two nonagenarians 
embarking on a new life 
together. He chose this:

“Rejoice. Worry about 
nothing, but pray about 
everything. Share funny 

stories with each other, 
affirm one another.”

Their first kiss, 
broadcast on the church’s 
giant television screens, 
had everyone beaming. 
Afterward, the crowd 
treated them like rock 
stars, crowding around 
to snap photos with their 
cell phones and digital 
cameras.

“We haven’t made 
any long-term plans,” the 
new bride said before 
a wedding reception at 
Valley Event Center in 
Athens. “We’re just going 
to relax, be happy, and 
enjoy life.

“We think this mar-
riage is from the Lord.” 

The Huntsville Times 
© 2009. Reprinted with 
permission.

—BY MIChAEL hARPE

Ernest E. Rogers, Ph.D., 93, and Annell M. Wright, 91, unite in 
marriage.

New Life Church, 
Louisville, Ky., is witness 
to an historic moment 
in South Central history. 
On Sabbath, October 31, 
2009, New Life hosted an 
official Sabbath service of 
what is believed to be the 
first Creole- and French-
speaking Haitian Seventh-
day Adventist mission in 
the South Central terri-
tory. The mission is being 
formed under the leader-
ship of Fred H. Moore Jr., 
pastor, and is the dream 

and vision of Celeve Iz-
ean, who serves as an or-
dained local elder at New 
Life. It has been Izean’s 
dream to start a Haitian 
Adventist congregation 
in Louisville ever since 
he and his family moved 
there in 1995. The mission 
members have chosen the 
name, Horeb Lre Eglise 
Adventiste Haitienne de 
Kentucky.

—BY FRED MOORE

First south central creole-language 
adventist Mission

The New Life Church sign is seen above the French (Creole) sign 
in this picture advertising the inauguration of the new French-
speaking church service.
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College Hill Church is 
involved in a three-phase 
vision that will lead to tu-
ition-free education at its 
school. Phase one of the 
plan: pay off the church 
mortgage. Phase two: 
a new school building. 
Phase three: a tuition-free 
school — every parent’s 
economic vision.

Phase one was real-
ized October 31, 2009. 
College Hill celebrated by 
burning its mortgage. Al-
exander Lampkin, pastor, 
greeted participants and 
guests with these words: 
“As the 30th ministerial 
family of College Hill 
Church, it is our privilege 
to extend greetings to 

our loving members and 
notable denominational 
leaders, Gordon Retzer, 
Southern Union Confer-
ence president; Dana 
Edmond, South Central 
Conference president; 
Philip Palmer, South Cen-
tral treasurer; and Michael 
Harpe, South Central 
communication director. 
Thank you for joining us 
in our mortgage burning 
ceremony, as we cel-
ebrate this milestone of 
retiring our mortgage and 
all indebtedness. Please 
know your presence 
mean so much to us, and 
this day would not be the 
same without you. To-
day’s achievement serves 

as a connecting link to 
the history of countless 
achievements and con-
tributions rendered by 
all the faithful ministers, 
teachers, and members 
of our illustrious 107-year 
history.”

College Hill has a rich 
history as reported by 
Marshall Henley, head el-
der and church historian: 
“The College Hill Seventh-
day Adventist Church, 
currently located at 1837 
Brandau Street, Knoxville, 
Tenn., was first organized 
as the Knoxville Adventist 
Church Number 2. Twelve 
African-American mem-
bers of the First Seventh-
day Adventist Church of 

Knoxville, Tenn., met in 
February 1902, under the 
leadership of Pastor J. D. 
Adkins, at a hall on Gay 
Street to plan the new 
church. Elder Smith Shark, 
who was instrumental 
in helping to manage 
the new congregation, 
opened the meeting with 
prayer. Twelve persons 
were admitted as found-
ing members: Oscar and 
Perline McKinney, J.E. 
Clemmons, John, Frank, 
Maggie and Fanny Fine, 
Lula Jones, Frank Gran, 
Jane Carter, Anna Lillard, 
and Nancy Gommon. At 
the same meeting, the fol-
lowing individuals were 
elected to church offices: 

college hill church Burns Mortgage, 
works for tuition-Free school

Marshall Henley (left), College Hill head elder and church historian; Gordon Rezter, Southern Union president; Dana Edmond, South 
Central president; Philip Palmer, South Central treasurer; Alexander Lampkin, College Hill pastor; Anthony Allen, College Hill assis-
tant treasurer and communication leader; and Lisa Richardson, College Hill treasurer, sing the theme song as the mortgage docu-
ments burn.
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J. E. Clemmons, local 
elder; Frank Fine, deacon; 
Anna Lillard, treasurer; 
Lula Jones, church librar-
ian; Fanny Grant, church 
clerk; and Anna Lillard 
and Fanny Fine, deacon-
esses. In 1916, the church 
elected to send four del-
egates to camp meeting 
services in Chattanooga, 
Tenn. These were Fran-
cis Campbell, John Fine, 
LaVina Davis, and S. J. 
Thompson. The church 
covered all expenses for 
food, $0.10 per meal, and 
lodging at $3.00. Dur-
ing the early years, the 
minister from the Knox-
ville Adventist Church 
Number l (the Caucasian 
congregation), came over 
to help conduct services 
and official church meet-
ings. Elder P.M. Boyd was 
one of the ministers who 
served in this capacity. 
He led in the growth and 

development of the new 
congregation over the 
next several years. One 
of his most significant 
achievements was the 
tent effort he conducted 
at the corner of James 
and Wallace Streets. Fol-
lowing this evangelism 
effort in the early 1920’s, 
the church moved to an 
east Knoxville location 
on Rosewell Street. Also, 
Elder B. W. Abney con-
ducted a tent meeting and 
later became pastor of the 
church.”

Both school and 
church have notable 
histories that should be 
archived in a book. It is 
evident by the commit-
ment of the church mem-
bership during the years 
that church school is 
number one on its priority 
list. University Elemen-
tary School head teacher 
Gloria Adi said, “The 

school is proud of the 
partnership with College 
Hill SDA in the noblest 
tasks assigned to man — 
restore man in the image 
of His Maker. We give all 
praise to God for sacri-
fices of ordinary people 
to do extraordinary things 
for Him. We commend 
pastors Robert Mann, John 
Brown III, Vincent White, 
Roy E. Gaiter, Roy L. 
Paterson, Michael Hayes, 
Martin Lister, and Alex-
ander Lampkin, whose 
dedicated pastoral leader-
ship was Church-school 
oriented. Hence, the 
school was established 
and continues to impact 
the community. We ap-
plaud the visionary and 
untiring efforts of educa-
tors Rohini Bathula, Tonia 
Jefferson, and Gloria Adi 
as they led students into a 
personal relationship with 
Christ, prepared them for 

responsible citizenship in 
this life, and eternal fel-
lowship with God.”

Dana Edmond was 
the speaker for divine 
worship service, and 
Gordon Rezter was the 
afternoon speaker. Both 
are highly committed to 
Church school, as was 
evident in their experi-
ences and comments. The 
morning and afternoon 
messages were both pow-
er packed. The music and 
fellowship were great. All 
in all, the whole day was 
a blessing and a good cel-
ebration. The theme was, 
“Great is God’s Faithful-
ness.” This is life’s theme 
for Christians, and will be 
the sentiment when phase 
three is complete with 
free tuition for students.

—BY MIChAEL hARPE

Amazing Facts

Come. Be Renewed, Revived,
February 26 - 27

SummitFaith
2010

www.AmazingFacts.org

Don’t miss Pastor Doug Batchelor during this powerful weekend 
of spiritual encouragement and revival. Come be inspired by thrilling 
testimonies and music, life-changing Bible messages, and inspiring 
reports about how the Lord is working miraculously  
through Amazing Facts!

Madison Campus Church
607-B Larkin Springs Rd.
Madison, TN 37115

FREE for EVERYONE! Friday, 7:00pm

Saturday, 8:50am & 11:30am (same message), 4:00pm, 3:00pm concert

For more info, call 916-209-7209 or visit us online at

nashville area

and Inspired.
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Barry Bonner honored for 25 years of service
October is recognized 

as Clergy Appreciation 
Month. The Town-N-Coun-
try Church of Tampa, Fla., 
recently honored Barry Bon-
ner for more than 25 years 
of distinguished service as a 
pastor.

Former members and 
elders from various church-
es, along with friends and 
relatives, came as far as from 
Texas, Georgia, North and 
South Carolina, and through-
out Florida.

Oliver J. McKinney,   
Southern Union steward-
ship and children’s ministries 
director, and ASI Southern 

Union Chapter ex-
ecutive secretary/trea-
surer, served as the 
surprise guest speaker 
for the event. Other 
special guests in at-
tendance were Milton 
Sterling, Conference 
ministerial director; 
Gwendolyn Parker, 
Conference treasurer; 
James Givins, senior 
pastor of the Mt. Olive 
AME Church in Tampa, Fla. 

Nathaniel Brennan 
presented Bonner with a 
special plaque listing the 12 
churches he has pastored. 
Tracy Bonner, his wife, was 
recognized and presented 
with a large bouquet of 36 
assorted colored roses.

A special tribute service 
honoring Bonner for more 
than 25 years of service in 
the Southeastern Conference 
(1984-2009) was presented 
in the afternoon. Basil and 
Cheryl Campbell from 
Atlanta, Ga., sung several 
musical selections, while 
others shared poetry, pre-
sented cards and gifts, and 

expressed fond memories. 
Special tributes were 

given by individuals rep-
resenting the following 
categories: youth, married 
couples, close friends, and 
senior citizens. 

One youth stated, “If it 
were not for Pastor Bonner 
and the part he played in 
my life, I would not be here 
today.” 

His son, Michael, said 
of his father, “You are the 
best, Dad.” His oldest son, 
Brandon, stated, “Dad you 
are the blueprint of my 
success.” The day ended 
with a “Saturday Night Live” 
Celebration, an evening of 
Caribbean food, live music, 

fun, and games that went 
well into the night. 

Following are the 
churches Bonner pastored in 
Florida: 
• Macedonia SDA, Ft. Pierce 
• Mitspa French, Ft. Pierce 
• Peniel, Ft. Myers 
• Mt. Sinai, Sarasota 
• Mt. Pisgah, Miami 
• Hallandale Hallandale 
• First Ephesus, Hollywood 
• Lighthouse, Ft. Lauderdale 
• Progress Village, Tampa 
• Westside Community, 
Tampa 
• Town-N-Country, Tampa 
• Bethlehem, Clearwater
—BY PAULEttE BROWN-BLACk

Lighthouse Church in 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., recently 
held its annual Children’s 
Day service. Everet Scott, 
11, member of the Light-
house Pathfinder Club, was 
chosen to be the speaker. 
Scott presented the message 
entitled, “Don’t Miss the 
Mission of God.”  

Scott affirmed that chil-
dren are on God’s mission, 
and should be empowered. 
Jesus scolded His disciples 
when He said, “Suffer the 

little children to 
come unto Me, 
and forbid them 
not: for of such is 
the Kingdom of 
God” Mark 10:14. 

So parents 
have a duty to 
tell their children of Jesus’ 
love. “Let us not hold back 
on what we are to do, for 
Jesus has a place for our 
children too,” he stated. 
“Read to them the Bible 
and teach them to pray, 

and help them 
to make Jesus 
their best friend 
today. Eventu-
ally, our children 
will be teaching 
and preaching of 
Jesus’ love,” he 

added. He reminded his 
peers that they, too, are on 
a mission for God. He en-
couraged them to constantly 
be mindful of the Pathfind-
ers’ Pledge, which tells 
them to “keep the morning 

watch, do their honest part, 
care for their bodies, keep 
a level eye, be courteous 
and obedient, walk softly 
in God’s sanctuary, keep a 
song in their hearts, and go 
on God’s errands.“

He charged the children 
of Lighthouse to accept 
God’s mission, to work for 
their Great Leader and Mas-
ter, and to give God their 
hearts and follow where He 
leads. 

—BY JULIEt DUNkLEY

Barry Bonner (center, front) is pictured with his family and members 
from the 12 churches he pastored during his 25-year career.

lighthouse celebrates children’s day

Barry Bonner shares some 
thoughts about the event.
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They came, despite 
the heat. They came, 
despite the bugs. They 
came, despite the flood. A 
total of 324 boys and girls 
from the central Florida 
area flocked to the Truth 4 
Youth Children’s Crusade 

from July 12 through Au-
gust 8, 2009, to meet Jesus. 

Sponsored by several 
churches from the central 
Florida area and the South-
eastern Conference, the 
Truth 4 Youth Children’s 
Crusade was the vision 
given to evangelist Dennis 
Ross and his wife, Jacque-
lyn, as a part of the Dawn 
of Hope Crusade. 

While Dennis Ross 
conducted the Dawn of 
Hope Crusade for adults, 
Jacquelyn Ross served 
as Bible worker and 
administrator for the 
children’s tent, which 
was designed to bring 
youth, ages 6-14, closer 
to the Savior. 

She and her volun-
teers designed a pro-
gram which resembled 
the adult tent meeting, 
but took into consider-

ation the minds of children 
during implementation.

Although the tent did 
not officially begin until 
7:00 each night, children 
would arrive as early as 
6:15 and wait patiently for 
the service to begin or to 

practice the dra-
matic presentation 
for the evening. 
Based on the Bible 
story for the night, 
and utilizing the 
children under the 
tent, a skit or pup-
pet show was writ-
ten and directed 
by “Miss Jillian” 
or “Miss Joy” (as 
the children called 
them) each night 
of the meetings. 

Familiar sto-
ries, such as “The Birth 
of Jesus” or “David and 
Goliath,” as well as not 
so familiar stories such as 
“The Little Maid in Captain 
Naaman’s House,” came to 
life as the children per-
formed.   

Ruth Forde also fell into 
character as the tent clown 
who would stop by from 
time to time to review the 
message from the night be-
fore, using an object lesson. 

When the clown 
had other engage-
ments, Betty Nu-
gent used object 
lessons or games 
to review. 

Nugent usually 
rendered the night-
ly mini-sermons, as 
well. “Pastor John,” 
a visiting theology 
student, served as 
the Truth 4 Youth 
Game Show host 
during the review 
games and delivered the 
mini-sermon once each 
week. 

During the review 
games children would use 
hand-held buzzers to answer 
questions about the previous 
day’s message or 
to recite memory 
verses. Incentives 
for knowing your 
Bible, participat-
ing in daily activi-
ties, or bringing 
a friend included 
prizes that were 
donated by tent 
workers and 
members of the 
community.     

In addition 
to taking home 
prizes, the children would 

also make and take a 
craft that focused on the 
evening’s theme. Fran-
cine Long organized the 
nightly crafts.

 The children would 
know that craft time was 
over and snack time had 
begun when they would 
hear “Pastor Abe” play the 
favorite song of everyone 
under the tent, “Be Bold!”

During the Spirit-led 

altar calls which followed 
the mini-sermons, as many 
as 30 children would take 
their stand for Christ on a 
given night. The tent reg-
istrar, Karen Ross, would 
forward these names to 
Jacquelyn Ross for visita-

tion, further Bible studies, 
and parent permission for 
baptism as appropriate. 

As a result of these 
efforts, 324 children from 
the central Florida area 
were introduced to Jesus 
Christ, and  many of them 
were baptized into God’s 
commandment-keeping 
Church.

—BY BEttY NUGENt

hundreds of children attend crusade

Jacquelyn Ross interacted with the 
children during story time.

On the final day of the crusade, many 
of the children were baptized in the 
adult tent.

Boys and girls from the surrounding com-
munity participated in craft time. This 
was a highlight of the nightly meetings.

Brenden Henley proudly displays a craft 
that he made during craft time.
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Breakthrough treatment for abdominal cancers 
at Florida hospital Memorial Medical center

Manchester Memorial hospital 
clothes people in need

Manchester Memo-
rial Hospital, Manches-
ter, Ky., demonstrated 
their mission of “reflect-
ing the healing ministry 
of Christ” this winter by 
giving to those in need. 
Memorial Hospital 
Foundation collaborated 
with the Clay County 
School’s family resource 
centers to collect coats 
for children in the local 
area without anything 
warm to wear this 
winter.  

Memorial Hospital 
employees filled boxes of 
new or gently used coats 

A 57-year-old Port 
Orange man, who was 
recently diagnosed with 
appendiceal cancer, was 
the first patient in central 
Florida to undergo a new 
treatment for abdominal 
cancers. Hyperthermic 
intraperitoneal chemo-
therapy (HIPEC), was 
performed this winter by 
Christopher Windham, 
M.D., a surgical oncolo-
gist at Florida Hospital 
Memorial Medical Center, 
Daytona Beach, Fla.

“By treating complex 
abdominal cancers with 
HIPEC, we’re able to of-
fer our patients a better 
opportunity for a positive 
outcome that improves 
their prognosis and quality 
of life,” said Windham.

Frequently heralded 

as a break-
through in 
cancer treat-
ment, the 
innovative 
procedure 
provides a 
“one-two 
punch” to 
slow or 
prevent the 
recurrence of 
certain types 
of cancers. 
Immediately 
after the removal of ma-
lignant abdominal tumors, 
a heated chemotherapy 
solution circulates through 
a patient’s abdomen to 
penetrate tissue and kill 
microscopic cancerous 
cells that may lurk behind. 
After 90 minutes, the solu-
tion is removed and the 

incision is closed.
Bathing the abdomen 

with heated chemotherapy 
immediately following 
surgery allows for higher 
doses of chemotherapy 
than would normally be 
tolerated by a patient if 
given intravenously, which 
is the traditional way che-
motherapy is administered.

Heated to 42 degrees 
Celsius, heated chemo-
therapy is sterile, killing 
cancerous cells while not 
affecting normal cells. The 
heat also makes the killing 
effect of chemotherapy 
more powerful and  soft-
ens tumor nodules so the 
chemotherapy’s penetra-
tion is enhanced.

Five-year data has 
shown that patients who 
undergo HIPEC live longer 
and have a better quality 
of life.

Breakthrough treat-
ments such as HIPEC are 
integral to the mission of 
Florida Hospital Memorial 
Medical Center to extend 
hope, health, and heal-
ing to the community they 
serve.

—BY MIChELLE LYNCh

that were then laundered by 
Memorial’s linens services.

“I am pleased 
with the effort,” said 
Rebecca Webster, 
associate director of 
Memorial Hospital 
Foundation. “We 
hope that next year 
we can increase par-
ticipation, and bring 
in many more coats 
for the children in our 
area.”

Working coop-
era-tively with the 
family resource cen-
ter, employees were 
also able to sponsor 

29 of these school chil-
dren in an Angel Tree gift 

Christopher Windham, M.D. (left), surgical on-
cologist at Florida Hospital Memorial Medical 
Center, with surgical team

giving program.  
In spite of the eco-

nomic difficulties of 2009, 
Memorial employees were 
reminded that no matter the 
circumstances, it is better to 
give than to receive.  

—BY BEkAh kLAvE

Helen Wilson (left), vice president for
clinical services; Rebecca Webster, associate
director for Foundation; Dennis Meyers,
Manchester Memorial Hospital CEO; Reecia
Samples, Clay County Schools superintendent; 
Judy Smith, director of family resource centers 
for Clay County Schools; and Erika Skula, 
CFO at Memorial Hospital

Jack France, Manchester Me-
morial Hospital linens service 
employee, prepares to launder 
the donated coats.
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Southern Adventist University

Mckee library provides digitized Versions of 
campus publications

Mother and daughter pursue nursing for Missions

Through a recent 
collaboration with a digital 
archiving service, McKee 
Library has been able to 
provide an online archive 
of digital versions of many 
of Southern’s campus 
publications. 

From the library 
website (library.southern.
edu), visitors can click 
on “Digital Archives” to 
view digital versions of 
campus publications, 
including older yearbooks; 
Columns magazine and 

its predecessor; and many 
issues of the student literary 
magazine, Legacy. 

Another feature of the 
new digital archive is that 
it is searchable by date, 
publication, and keyword, 
making it an excellent 

resource for those doing 
research on Southern or 
trying to find a particular 
article or issue. 

—BY JENNIFER MEYER

The Mayes family’s 
eyes were glued to the 
television showing a DVD 
about missions. After it was 
over, mother, daughter, 
and son were all moved 
by the call to missions. 
The family knelt down and 
promised God that they 
would go anywhere He 
asked them to.

 Doreen Mayes, a 
stay-at-home mom, always 
knew that she wanted to 
go back to school and that 
it would happen one day. 

Her daughter, Alex, 
had been on mission 

trips, and the 
experience 
impacted 
her to want 
to continue 
working in 
the mission 
field. Nursing 
seemed to 
provide the 
most useful 
skills for her 
goal, and after 
making the decision to 
pursue a nursing degree, 
Alex enrolled at Southern.

For Doreen, the 
possibility of taking nursing 

at Southern seemed like 
a dream, but she decided 
to see if attaining her 
education at Southern 
could become reality. She 
made an appointment 

with Alex’s financial 
counselor, who showed 
Doreen that through 
grants, scholarships, and 
loans, she would be able 
to attend Southern. With 
that, Doreen applied to 
the nursing program and 
began attending Southern 
with her daughter. 

“It’s actually a lot of 
fun to go to school with 
my mom,” says Alex. “It 
really puts a different light 
on our relationship.”

—BY MANUELA ASAFtEI

Alex and her mother, Doreen, are both earn-
ing their nursing degrees from Southern.

Southern’s I Cantori 
Chamber Choir made plans 
to sponsor a child from 
Brazil after going on a mis-
sion trip last summer and 
seeing the need of children 
who wanted to attend the 
ADRA-sponsored Adventist 
school. 

When the choir 
visited the school, they 
performed an impromptu 
concert. After the 
performance, the choir 
members listened as the 
children sang to them as 

a thank you for visiting 
their school. Their loud, 
cheerful singing could be 
heard as they sang the 
words, “I am somebody, 
I am special, God loves 
me and that makes me 
special.”

“We all sat tearfully as 
they sang at the top of their 
lungs,” says Gennevieve 
Brown-Kibble, the 
conductor of I Cantori.

While there, a chal-
lenge was presented to 
Brown-Kibble and the choir 

to help the children. They 
responded to the challenge 
by agreeing to sponsor a 
child for a full year. They 
decided to sponsor a child 
who could not attend the 
school otherwise. 

“The mission trip was 
a focal point when it came 
to service and why we do 
what we do,” says Brown-
Kibble. “We wanted to give 
hope to these children, but 
they gave more to us than 
we could ever give them.” 

—BY CARRIE FRANCISCO

Members of I Cantori were 
impacted by the children they 
met at the ADRA-sponsored 
Adventist school in Brazil.

i cantori sponsors child in Brazil
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RELIGIOUS LIBERTY OFFERING   

Imagine Your World Without It
www.libertymagazine.org

Protecting

IN THE WORKPLACE

J A N U A R Y  –  M A R C H  2 0 1 0 

Is Your Family Safe

                      Plan now to keep your family 
                   safe with an up-to-date will
                 and estate plan.

            Learn more about the free services
         available from your local conference 
       and Adventist University Trust Services
     representatives.     representatives.

if something happens to you?

Southern Adventist University: Carolyn Liers, 423-236-2818
Southeastern: David Long, 352-735-3142
South Central: Michael Harpe, 615-226-6500
South Atlantic: Lawrence Hamilton, 404-792-0535

Oakwood University: Fred Pullins, 256-726-8278
Kentucky-Tennessee: Lin Powell, 615-859-1391
Gulf States: Tui Pitman, 334-272-7493
Georgia-Cumberland: Mitch Hazekamp, 706-629-7951
Florida: Jose LeGrand, 407-644-5000
Carolina: Ken Ford, 704-596-3200
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n
 Large Format 11”x17” Handbills 

n
 Dozens of Designs to Choose From

n
 Full Color for Maximum Impact 

n
 Bright White Gloss Enamel Paper

EVANGELISTIC 
HANDBILLS

Share the Hope Again in 2010

Special 2010 price liSt
Quantity – price per 1,000

  100,000 – $64
  75,000 – $68
  50,000 – $74
  45,000 – $77 

  40,000 – $80
  35,000 – $83
  30,000 – $86
  25,000 – $89

  20,000 – $96
  15,000 – $108
  10,000 – $125
  5,000 – $176

Postage/Mailing – $148 Per 1,000 n Set-up Fee – $400

print ing labels/ 
packaging

digital 
print ing

wide- 
format

direct 
mai l fu lf i l lment design

Seven Solutions . . . One Source.
NEW! Now Producing  n Banners n Yard Signs n Signage

a leader in providing evangelistic advertising to the North american Division for Over 40 Years

call 1.800.755.4029
or email handbills@evangelism360.com

Joyce Pyrtle n Tom Hall n Bryan Hall n Wendy Hall

www.evangelism360.com

3.15x4.4.indd   1 12/22/09   8:07 PM

Education for at-risk ADHD Boys

           
 900 County Rd 950 • Calhoun, TN 37309                     

    Bus.: 423-336-5052 • Fax: 423-336-8224                                                    
info@adventhome.org • www.adventhome.org

25th
 ANNIVERSARY

1985 - 2010

CELEBRATING

We take 12-18 year old boys! Accredited by

• Reversing ADHD
• Improving academics
• Managing disobedience,   
 anger and impulsiveness

  We change perfomance by...
* Residential Care & Counseling
* Minimum Distraction
* Remedial Schooling 
* Computer-based Learning
* Affordable Monthly Fees

  We provide ...

MARCH 13, 2010MARCH 13 20100

AWR 
Annual 
Off ering

Traveling where 
missionaries 
cannot go.

AN AWR LISTENER IN 
AFRICA WRITES: 
“In this country, one is 
not allowed to practice 
any kind of Christian 
worship. We cannot thank 
you enough for blessing our 
soul in such an isolated land.”

AWR’s broadcasts are transforming lives 
in the hardest-to-reach places of the world. 
Join us today in giving hope a voice.

12501 Old Columbia Pike
Silver Spring, Maryland 20904 USA
800.337.4297 | awr.org
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A d v e r t i s e m e n t s

ocean. Peaceful solitude for time to commune 
with God, nature and your own soul. Available 
for few days to few months. Call Elizabeth 
Boyd 207-729-3115 for brochure, rates.  [2, 3]

WAYNESBORO, TN – 175 fenced acres, 
country, hills, pastures, ponds, rich soil, 
trees, pure water/air. SDA church nearby. Can 
subdivide. 863-873-3801.  [2]

EAST TENNESSEE MOUNTAINS! Cedar 
sided cabin on 43 wooded acres, built 1985, 
3 BR, 2.5 BA, 4300 sq. ft., workshop, chapel, 
heat pump, 2 fireplaces, pioneer cook stove, 
new metal roof, water filtration system, wrap 
around deck, central vac. Call 423-783-0051 
for pictures and info.  [2]

4 BEDROOM HOUSE IN THE WOODS on 
cool Cumberland Plateau. 1.5 acres, 2.5 
baths, sun room, game room, split foyer, 2 
car garage under the house. New heat pump, 
all new floor coverings, new paint inside. 
$120,000. 931-863-8268.  [2, 3]

LOOKING FOR A CHANGE? Consider 
moving to the tri Cit ies of northeast 
tennessee. Your child will enjoy the wonders 
of Christ-centered learning in a quiet setting. 
At tri-City SDA School in Gray, tN, your child 
will engage in a curriculum that is part of a 
dynamic learning environment. Pre-k to 8. 
www.tricitysdaschool.com. 423-477-8421. [2]

RENT: Ooltewah executive home, 4500+ sq. 
ft., 4 bed, 4.5 bath, convenient to I-75, state-
of-art kitchen, large master suite, sunroom, 
2 fireplaces, 3-car garage w/workshop, hot 
tub, alarm, quiet neighborhood in cul-de-sac. 
No inside pets, no smoking. $2100/month w/
deposit. References & credit check required. 
423-236-4688.  [2]

HOME ON 3.5 ACRES NEAR SAU! 
Lovely 1556 sq. ft. home with complete 
unfinished heated basement/workshop! www.
WendyDixonhomes.com, Call Wendy Dixon, 
Crye-Leike Realtors 423-238-5440 or cell 
423-883-0654.  [2, 3]

BUYING OR SELLING PROPERTY IN 
TENNESSEE Collegedale, Chattanooga, 
Cleveland, or North Georgia? Contact Bob 
Roach, ABR, CRS, GRI at Crye-Leike, 
Realtors. Cell: 423-503-4196, home: 423-
326-0199, Office: 423-238-9090 or e-mail: 
bob.roach@crye-leike.com.  [ 2]

FOR RENT – Furnished one bedroom mobile 
home in trenton, GA. Beautiful mountain 
setting. Available immediately. 706-657-
2857. [2]

COUNTRY RENTAL near tryon, NC. Large 
living/dining/kitchen area and utility room. 
2 bedroom, 2 baths, small den. Furniture 
optional. Winter mountain view, garden area, 

well water with hand pump, all electric, new 
wood-burning stove. Storage area, yard-work, 
and trash removal provided. Deposit and 
references. 828-863-2149.  [2]

2005 SPACIOUS DOUBLE WIDE –  4 bed, 2 
bath, family room with fireplace, living room, 
dining room, kitchen with all appliances. 
hook up for washer/dryer. 1.25 acres, fenced 
back yard, shed. Situated 0.25 miles from 
Southeastern camp ground and Zion hill 
SDA Church. Asking $600/month or $85,000, 
negotiable. Call Laura Edwards: 336-627-
9826, 336-554-3395.  [2]

FOR SALE NEAR PORT TOWNSEND, WA 
– tired of snow, heat, tornadoes, hurricanes, 
congestion? Continue refurbishing 2-story 
1920’s home with attic and full (1000+ sq. 
ft.) daylight basement. Olympic rain shadow 
offers mild weather in rural setting. Walk to 
beach, stores, schools. $275,000. Call 360-
385-1394.  [2, 3]

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
LAURELBROOK ACADEMY seeks mission-
minded staff. Beautiful mountain location; 
60 miles from SAU. housing and stipend 
provided. Positions open for treasurer and 
in healthcare and agriculture as well as for 
teachers in Science, English, and Math. Call 
Roger Westfall at 423-775-0771; or email: 
chsape@cs.com ©

PROPERTY AVAILABLE
COLLEGEDALE GUESTHOUSE. 1.5 
bedrooms fully equipped condo w/kitchen 
and laundry, no steps, huge deck, secluded 
woodland setting. “Absolutely delightful” say 
guests. $60/night for two (2-night minimum). 
Roger king, 423-236-4688. See pictures at 
www.rogerkingrentals.com.   ©

QUIET OAKS ASSISTED LIVING in 
Graysville, TN (45 miles from Southern 
Adventist University) has room openings for 
seniors. A 25-acre mountain estate with many 
walking trails and gardens is located near 3 
local SDA churches. Our licensed home is clean 
and updated with 11 rooms, 3ABN tv, healthy 
menu, social activities and other amenities. Call 
RN Administrator, Laura Morrison at 423-775-
7658 or e-mail quietoaks@comcast.net or www.
quietoak.com.  [2]

SUMMIT RIDGE RETIREMENT VILLAGE is a 
place where you can live independently in your 
own home. Lawn mowing and maintenance 
provided. Church and nursing home on 
grounds. Make friends with Adventist neighbors, 
and enjoy the low cost of living in the Oklahoma 
countryside. Call Bill Norman, 405-454-6538. 
Website: www.summit-ridge-village.org.  ©

FLORIDA LIVING: Where Friends Become 
Family! Senior Community half-hour from 
Orlando. Ground level Apts. and Rooms; one-
year lease; no extra fees; vegetarian Cuisine; 
Church/Pool/Shopping/Activities; Short-term 
Rentals - furnished 2 BR Apts. $48/$75/night; 
$300 or $450/week; 1-800-729-8017 x 24 
Website: floridalivingretirement.com. Email: 
JackieFLRC@aol.com.  [2-4]

COMPLETELY FURNISHED TURN-KEY 
APARTMENTS in quiet New England home 
on peaceful farm at edge of woods near 

How to Submit Your Advertising
(1) have your pastor or a local church elder 

write “Approved” and his signature on the sheet 
of paper containing the advertisement, (2) write 
your name and address on the same sheet, (3) 
specify how many times the ad is to run, (4) 
send the approved ad to your conference office 
6 weeks in advance of the publication date and 
(5) don’t forget to enclose payment in full for each 
month the ad is to run. Make checks payable to 
SOUthERN UNION.

RAtES: Southern Union: $40 for 20 words or 
less, including address. $45 for anything longer 
than 20 words up to 45 words. $1.30 per word 
beyond 45. Out of Union: $50 for 20 words or 
less, including address. $55 for anything longer 
than 20 words up to 45 words. $1.50 per word 
beyond 45. Accepted as space is available. Ads 
may run in successive months as space permits.

SOUTHERN TIDINGS makes every reason-
able effort to screen all advertising, but in no 
case can the periodical assume responsiblity for 
advertisements appearing in its columns, or for 
typo graphical errors.

White Memorial Medical Center in 
Los Angeles, CA is currently 
looking for a Director of Facilities 
and Security. Eligible candidates 
must have at least 5 years of 
experience as a Director of Facilities 
or similar position/title in a 200+ 
bed acute care hospital. Must be a 
member of ASHE for at least 5 
years as well as being certified as a 
CHSP with CHFM certification 
preferred. Strong working knowl-
edge of OSHPD, JCAHO, DHS, 
NFPA, ADA, and building codes is 
also required. Please contact Eileen 
Lange, Manager of Recruitment and 
Retention, at 323.260.5832 or by 
email at Langeea@ah.org.
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PHYSICIAN OPPORTUNITIES IN NORTH 
GEORGIA. Gordon hospital is seeking Board 
Certified/Board Eligible Internal Medicine 
physicians. Live within a beautiful southern 
community which offers a gorgeous Adventist 
hospital (www.gordonhospital.com), brand 
new Adventist elementary school (www.
cobleschool.com), and first class Adventist 
high school (www.gcasda.org). Southern 
Adventist University within a 45 minute 
drive (www.southern.edu). Contact bonnie.
shadix@ahss.org, 800-264-8642.  [2-6]

BEAUTIFUL ADVENTIST HOSPITAL 
located in North Georgia is seeking 
Board Certified/Board Eligible OBGYN. 
Join a highly respected, busy private practice. 
Excellent income guarantee. Excellent 
benefits. Outstanding Adventist schools within 
community. Southern University within a 
45-minute drive. For more information contact 
bonnie.shadix@ahss.org, or call 800-264-
8642. www.gordonhospital.com.  [2-6]

S C H O O L  O F  E D U C AT I O N  A N D 
PSYCHOLOGY at Southern Adventist 
University  seeks ful l - t ime faculty in 
areas of early childhood education and 
developmental psychology. Graduate degree 
required (doctorate preferred). Experience in 
administration and teaching in early childhood 
education programs beneficial. Position 
requires the applicant be a member of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church, in good and 
regular standing. Please submit a resume 
and letter of application to John Wesley 
taylor, Dean (email: sep@southern.edu; fax: 
423-236-1765; mailing address: P.O. Box 
370, Collegedale, tN 37315-0370.  [2, 3] 

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY’S 
School of Visual Art and Design seeks full-
time professor to teach painting, foundation 
drawing/design, and color theory. M.F.A. 

in paint ing strongly preferred. Broad 
knowledge of the field, advanced technical 
skill, exemplary exhibition record, and an 
adventurous aesthetic are requisite. Current 
teaching experience desirable. Must be a 
member in good and regular standing of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. Send letter 
of application, curriculum vitae (including a 
statement of teaching philosophy), portfolio 
samples, and at least three references to 
Randy Craven, School of visual Art and 
Design, Southern Adventist University, P.O. 
Box 370, Collegedale, tN 37315-0370.  [2, 3]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY’S 
School of Visual Art and Design seeks 
professor for 3D animation/CGI, motion 
graphics, and animation production. M.F.A 
preferred. Candidate must demonstrate 
knowledge of animation practices and 
technical skills. Must be a member in good 
and regular standing of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church. Submit letter of application, 
curriculum vitae, portfolio samples, and at 
least three references to Randy Craven, 
School of visual Art and Design. Email: 
rlcraven@southern.edu Fax: 423-236-1732, 
Southern Adventist University, P.O. Box 370, 
Collegedale, tN 37315-0370.  [2]

WALLA WALLA UNIVERSITY’S School 
of  Education & Psychology  seeks 
applicants for a full-time tenure track position 
in Education.  An earned doctorate in 
Education is preferred, with a specialty in 
math or science education or curriculum 
and instruction. Experience teaching at the 
secondary level is essential. visit our website 
at: http://jobs.wallawalla.edu  [ 2]

WALLA WALLA UNIVERSITY’s  School 
of Business seeks applicants for a full-
time tenure-track position in Management/
human Resource Management beginning 

September 2010. An earned doctorate with 
emphasis in management is preferred, along 
with demonstrated teaching experience and 
relevant business experience. For details 
and to apply, visit our website at: http://jobs.
wallawalla.edu.  [2]

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY seeks applicants 
for the position of Director of Institutional 
Assessment. the DIA is responsible for 
accreditation compliance, data collection and 
analysis, and providing pertinent information 
to University decision makers. Candidates 
must have an earned Master’s degree 
(Ph.D. preferred). For more information and 
to apply visit: http://www.andrews.edu/hR/
emp_jobs_salaried.cgi.  [2-4]

SAN JOAQUIN COMMUNITY HOSPITAL 
seeks a full-time Employee Health Nurse 
(EhN). Qualifications and Requirements: 
must be a graduate of an accredited school of 
nursing, and Bachelors of Science in nursing 
preferred. Current California RN license 
required, education preparation in workers’ 
compensation is desired and Certification 
in Occupational health Nursing is preferred. 
visit our website at www.sjch.us for more 
information or to apply.  [2]

OKLAHOMA ACADEMY, a supportive 
ministry of  the church,  is  accept ing 
applications for the following positions: boys' 
dean, girls' dean, accountant/bookkeeper, 
and computer/science teacher. Call 405-
454-6211 or email oa@oklahomaacademy.
org.  [2, 3]

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE
BOOKS – More than 250,000 new and used 
Adventist books in stock at www.LNFBooks.
com. Looking for a publisher? Free review of 
your manuscript. Call 1-800-367-1844 or visit  
www.teachServices.com.  [2-9]

ADVENTIST SATELLITE SYSTEMS – For 
sales & installation in the Atlanta area, call 
kaz Sanocki, 404-791-3093.  [2]

MAKE SPELLING FUN! A Reason For 
Spelling® homeschool curriculum combines 
Scripture verses and values with classroom-
tested research to provide mastery-based 
learning. Activities with a purpose are the 
key to success! Now available at your local 
Adventist Book Center, online at www.
adventistbookcenter.com, or by calling 1-800-
765-6955.  [2-9]

IMMUNE AMMUNITION: Uniquely different 
5 herbs blended to help fight virus, bacteria, 
fungus, and inflammation. Also many vegan 
supplements. Give your valentine 'Bon heart.' 
Buy now online or direct. www.bonherbals.
com or Bonnie Mattheus, Phone: 423-238-

April 9-13, 2010
www.religiousliberty.info

For more information:
narla@religiousliberty.info

(301) 680-6690

2010 Religious Liberty Summit
my values, my vision, my voice
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7467, E-mail: bonnie@bonherbals.com, 
Bon herbals, PO Box 1038, Collegedale, tN 
37363. [2]

PHONECARDLAND.COM 10% DISCOUNT 
– home of the pinless/rechargeable true 
Minutes phonecard. true Minutes long 
distance is 1.9 ¢/minute including Uk and 
Canada. No tax, no fee, no expiration. visit 
www.phonecardland.com and choose the 
best plan for all your phone calls. User-
friendly/secure. Email sales@phonecardland.
com, call 863-216-0160.  [2]

THE CHINA STUDY author on video. ChIP 
program features this research. Get the most 
complete video series of Dr. t. Colin Campbell 
found anywhere. What causes cancer and 
heart disease? Find out in this 3-DvD set. 
www.foodasgrown.com.  [2]

GLUTEN FREE COOKBOOK – the tastiest 
dishes without wheat. Local and exotic flavors 
from around the world abound in this amazing 
cookbook, “Pure and Simple, Delicious Whole 
Natural Foods Cookbook, vegan, MSG Free 
and Gluten Free.” By Adventist vegetarian 
celiacs. Don't let your celiac friends take 
yours! Get two. Available at your ABC or 
online: www.foodasgrown.com.  [2]

MISCELLANEOUS
SINGLE AND OVER 40? Stay home and meet 
new friends in USA, only interracial group for 
Adventist singles over 40. For information, 
send large self-addressed stamped envelope 
to ASO-40, 2747 Nonpareil, Sutherlin, OR 
97479.  ©

AdventistSingles.org Free 14-day Trial! Join 
thousands of Adventist singles online. Free 
chat, search, profiles, match notifications! 
Adventist owners since 1993. visit www.
ElliotDylan.com for the Undercover Angels 
series of novels for Christian teens that build 
on Biblical principles and encourage integrity. 
Great Sabbath reading and gifts!  ©

www.AdventistContact.com – successfully 
matching single Adventists since 1974.  
Adventist Contact is the original dating 
ministry for Adventists. We endeavor to be 
the very best! Will you be our next success 
story? Still alone? Join now! Why? Join now! 
See what’s free! Tell your friends. Married 
through Contact? Submit your story/photos: 
success@adventistcontact.com.  [2-5]

ARE YOU MOVING SOON?  Before you 
rent an U-haul and do it yourself, check our 
price and save yourself the hassle. Plan now 
and reserve a time slot. Fast, direct, and 
economical. Contact Gary Erhard, Erhard 
Furniture, 610 South Mechanic Street, Berrien 
Springs, MI; 49103; 269-471-7366 or 248-

890-5700, evenings 8-11 p.m.  ©

RELOCATING?  Apex Moving & Storage has 
a national account contract with the General 
Conference for your moving needs. take 
advantage of a volume rated discount. Be 
assured you are moving with the BEST!  Call 
Marcy Dante’ at 800-766-1902; or visit us at: 
www.apexmoving.com/adventist.  [12-2]

RV’s!! Adventist owned and operated Rv 
dealership has been helping SDA’s for over 
30 years.  huge inventory of new and used 
trailers and motorhomes. Jayco, Newmar and 
hurricane. Courtesy airport pickup and on-site 
hookups. Call toll-free 1-888-933-9300. Lee’s 
Rv, Oklahoma City. www.leesrv.com or e-mail 
Lee Litchfield at Lee@leesrv.com.  ©

COLPORTEUR WORKSHOP: Intensive 12-
day introductory course focusing on different 
aspects of literature evangelism. Includes 
in-classroom theory and practical field 
e x p e r i e n c e .  D a t e s :  M a r c h  1 7 - 2 8 , 
2010. Site: Wildwood health Retreat, 
Iron City, tN. Cost: $485 (Includes room, 
vegan meals, and materials). For more 
information: Lew keith 931-724-6706. www.
wildwoodhealthretreat.org Email: lykeith@
gmail.com.  [2]

VEGAN CHEF SCHOOL: Intensive 12-
day natural health & healing seminar focusing 
on the preparation of vegan foods. Part 
of each day will be devoted to instruction 
in hydrotherapy, massage, and user-
friendly home gardening. Site: Wildwood 
health Retreat, Iron City, tN. Dates: Feb. 
28-March 11,  2010.  Cost :  $425 per 
person (Includes room, vegan meals, all 
materials). For more information: Lew keith 
931-724-6706. www.wildwoodhealthretreat.
org Email: lykeith@gmail.com.  [2]

PLANNING AN EVANGELISTIC SERIES 
OR HEALTH SEMINAR? have questions? 
Need affordable, professionally prepared 
handbills, brochures, signs, banners, and 
mailing services? Call free, 800-274-0016 and 
ask for hOPE Customer Service or visit www.
hopesource.com. You deserve the best with 
confidence and peace of mind. Your friends 
at hamblin's hOPE deliver on-time.  [2-6]

AdventistEvanglism.com – your #1 source 
for seminar handbills and brochures. If you 
are considering a community outreach series 
in your area we can help you design, print, 
and mail your invitations. Call Color Press toll 
free at 1-800-222-2145 and ask for Janet or 
Lorraine.  [2-7]

VACATION ON KAUAI, HAWAII – “thE 
GARDEN ISLAND” – kahili Mountain Park 
is a scenic mountain getaway located at 
the base of kahili Ridge. Just minutes from 
popular kauai attractions, the park has an 

assortment of 1-4 room cabins with sleeping 
for 2-6 persons. See pictures and rates at 
www.kahilipark.org. Info: info@kahilipark.org 
or 808-742-9921.  [2-6]

AFFORDABLE WEBSITES:  Does your 
ministry need an affordable website? Does 
your current website need an updated look? 
We can design a professional looking site 
to meet your needs. Call George at 704-
900-3015 or visit us at GeoDenSolutions.
com.  [2-4]

ONLY $25 provides sanitation to a child in 
Niger! Most schools in Niger have no latrines, 
contributing to poor health and school 
attendance. ADRA is installing latrines and 
hand-washing facilities in 25 schools. Use 
code PM1014, call 1-800-424-ADRA (2372) 
or visit www.ADRA.org/nigerlatrines to help 
children succeed!  [2]

LOMA LINDA UNIVERSITY School of Public 
health will host the healthy People Conference 
on Lifestyle and Chronic Disease, March 9 – 
10, 2010. the program features world-class 
speakers, networking and discussion. More 
information about the conference can be 
found at www.healthypeopleconference.org 
or by contacting Renate krause at 909-651-
5940 or rkrause@llu.edu.  [2]

OUR MISSION:
TO SHARE GOD’S LOVE BY 
PROVIDING PHYSICAL, MENTAL 
AND SPIRITUAL HEALING.

17 HOSPITALS IN:
CALIFORNIA

HAWAII

OREGON

WASHINGTON

FOR JOB OPPORTUNITIES, VISIT:
www.adventisthealth.org
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Southern 6 Trail Race – Feb. 21.
College Bowl – Feb. 25.
Spring Break – Feb. 26- March 7.

Announcements
Adventist Attorneys and Law 
Students: Membership in the 
Southern Society of Adventist 
Attorneys is open to all Seventh-
day Adventist Attorneys and 
Law Students. For membership 
enrollment and additional 
information, please contact: 
Southern Society of Adventist 
Attorneys, PO Box 849, Decatur 
GA  30031-0849.
Invitation to Teach in Thailand: 
Missionary teachers needed 
to serve God in the wonderful 
country of thailand. Details: 
kpergerson@yahoo.com.
Adventists and Islam: What 
message do SDA’s have for 
Islam? Find out at a special 
weekend March 12-14, 
Southern Adventist University. 
Details:  NADAdventist-
MuslimRelations@gmail.com or 
423-368-2343.
Union College Homecoming – 
April 1-4. honor classes: 1940, 
‘50, ‘55, ‘60, ‘70, ‘80, ‘85, ‘90, 
and 2000. Details: Contact the 
Alumni Office at 402-486-2503 or 
alumni@ucollege.edu.
Broadview Academy Alumni 
Weekend – April 30 and May 1. 
North Aurora Church. All alumni 
are encouraged to attend. honor 
classes: 1950, ‘60, ‘70, ‘80, ‘85, 
’90, and 2000. Details: www.
broadviewacademy.org.
 “Ye Olde” Cedar Lake 
Academy Reunion – June 3-6. 
For alumni and schoolmates of 
1960 and earlier, at Great Lakes 
Adventist Academy (formerly 
CLA). honor classes: 1930, 
‘40, ‘50, and ‘60. Details: GLAA 
Alumni Office: 989-427-5181 
or www.glaa.net for further 
information.

Carolina
Lay Pastoral Training – Feb. 
5-7. NPR.   
Romance @ the Ranch – Feb. 
12-14. NPR. 
Lay Bible Worker Training – 
March 5-7. NPR. 
Pathfinder Workbee – March 
19-21. NPR. 
Church Works – March 26, 27. 
Blue Ridge Assembly. 
Women’s Ministries Spring 
Retreat – April 2-4.
Adventurer Fun Day – April 10. 
NPR. 
ShareHim Lay Evangelism 
Festival – April 8-10. British 
Columbia, Canada. 
MPA Alumni Weekend – April 
16, 17.  
Hispanic Camp Meeting – April 
16-18. NPR. 
MPA Academy Days – April 25, 
26. 

Florida
Complete calendar online – 
http://www.floridaconference.com/
calendar.html.
Florida Pathfinder events – 
http://www.floridapathfinders.com/ 
or call 407-644-5000 x127.
Singles’ Ministries events 
and mailing list information. 
Spiritual study groups, fellowship 
dinners, outings, and more. http://
www.asamcf.org/, djmiller4000@
gmail.com, or 386-789-3235.
North Florida Oakwood 
University Alumni Chapter – 
membership information and 
event listings for Oakwood 
alumni in Florida. Details: http://
www.oakwoodalumninfl.org/, 
oakwoodalumninfl@gmail.com, 
888-719-7776, or 904-616-1896.
Florida Hospital DeLand 
Support Groups – Florida 
hospital DeLand offers a variety 
of support groups. Details are 
available under the “Support 
Groups” link in the “Patients 
and visitors” box at http://www.
fhdeland.org/.
Planned Giving Clinics and 
Seminars
Feb. 27. St. Augustine.
March 6. Florida Camp Meeting, 
Camp kulaqua.
March 13. titusville.
April 4. Cocoa.
Florida Adventist Book Center 
– Winter Park: 877-55-FLABC 
(877-553-5222). Miami: 305-805-
9900. high Springs: 386-454-
7956. Shop online: http://www.
floridaconference.com/abc/ or 
order by e-mail: FloridaABC@

floridaconference.com
Florida Adventist Bookmobile 
Schedule
Feb. 27. West Palm Beach.
Feb. 28. Midport, Ft. Pierce, 
Cocoa, titusville. (Southeastern 
Conference: Port St. Lucie, Palm 
Bay.)
March 13. St. Petersburg.
March 14. Clearwater, New Port 
Richey, Spring hill, Brooksville, 
East Pasco in Zephyrhills, Plant 
City.
March 20. Jacksonville 
Southpoint.
March 21. Jacksonville First, 
Orange Cove, St. Augustine, 
Palatka, Palm Coast, New 
Smyrna Beach. (Southeastern 
Conference: Jacksonville 
Ephesus.)
March 27. Port Charlotte.
March 28. North Port, venice-
Nokomis, Sarasota, West Coast 
Christian Academy in Bradenton, 
Brandon, tampa First.
116th Annual Florida 
Conference Camp Meeting 
– March 4-7. Camp kulaqua, 
high Springs. Details online as 
information is available: http://
www.floridaconference.com/
campmeeting/
Campestre Hispano (Spanish-
language Camp Meeting) 
– April 15-18. Camp kulaqua, 
high Springs. Details online as 
information is available: http://
www.floridaconference.com/
campmeeting/

Georgia-Cumberland
Complete calendar online – 
www.gccsda.com
High School Retreat – Feb. 5-7. 
Cohutta Springs.
Young Adult – Life Group 
Experience – Feb. 5-7. Cohutta 
Springs.
Prayer Conference – Feb. 19-
21. Cohutta Springs.
Pathfinder Teen Bible 
Conference – Feb. 19-21. 
Cohutta Springs.
Leadership Training – Health/
Personal Ministry – Feb. 20 
(2-6:30 p.m.). Atlanta Belvedere, 
GA.
Hispanic Couples’ Retreat – 
Feb. 26-28. WinShape Retreat, 
Rome, GA.
CONNECT: ACF Leadership 
Conference – Feb. 26-28. 
knoxville, tN.
Family Fun STAYcation – Feb. 
26-28. Cohutta Springs.
Leadership Training – health/

Personal Ministry – Feb. 27 (2-
6:30 p.m.). Collegedale, tN.
Health Rally – Feb. 28. Greater 
Atlanta.

Gulf States
Complete Calendar online – 
http://www.gscsda.org 
Elders’ Training #2
Feb. 19-21. Camp Alamisco.
Adult Sabbath School 
Workshop – Feb. 5-7. Camp 
Alamisco.
Education Mission Trip – Feb. 
24-March 4.
Teen Backpacking Invitational 
– March 5-7.

Kentucky-
Tennnessee
Conference Association Board
March 16.  May 4.
Conference Executive 
Committee
March 16.  May 4.
Board of Education
Feb. 11.  April 15.
West Tennessee Festival of 
Faith – March 6. Memphis, tN.
Eastern Kentucky Camp 
Meeting – March 12, 13. 
Prestonsburg, kY.
Prayer Conference – March 19, 
20. Indian Creek Camp.
Highland Academy Alumni 
Weekend – April 2-4. honor 
classes: 1960, 1985, and 2000; 
and ‘45, ‘55, ‘65, ‘70, ‘75, ‘80, ‘90, 
‘95, and ‘05.
Camp Meeting – May 28-June 5. 
highland Academy.
Hispanic Camp Meeting – June 
12. highland Academy.

Southern Adventist 
University 
Mother/Daughter Weekend – 
Feb. 12-14.
Pops Concert – Feb. 13.
PreviewSouthern – Feb. 15.

Sunset
  Feb. 5 Feb. 12 Feb. 19 Feb. 26 Mar. 5 Mar. 12
  Atlanta, GA 6:12 6:19 6:25 6:31 6:38 6:43
 Charleston, SC 5:56 6:02 6:08 6:14 6:21 6:26
 Charlotte, NC 5:55 6:02 6:09 6:16 6:23 6:29
 Collegedale, tN 6:12 6:19 6:26 6:33 6:40 6:46
 huntsville, AL 5:19 5:26 5:33 5:39 5:46 5:52
 Jackson, MS 5:37 5:44 5:50 5:56 6:02 6:07
 Louisville, kY 6:10 6:18 6:25 6:33 6:41 6:48
 Memphis, tN 5:32 5:39 5:46 5:52 5:59 6:05
 Miami, FL 6:07 6:12 6:16 6:21 6:25 6:29
 Montgomery, AL 5:22 5:28 5:34 5:40 5:46 5:51
 Nashville, tN 5:17 5:25 5:32 5:39 5:46 5:52
 Orlando, FL 6:08 6:13 6:18 6:23 6:28 6:33
 Wilmington, NC 5:45 5:52 5:59 6:05 6:12 6:17
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For 80 years Voice of Prophecy 
has been telling the story of Jesus.   
Come be a part of the 
continuing story! 
     • Inspiring music  
    • Amazing testimonies  
    • Evangelistic outreach  
Catch the vision at  
VisionBuilders 2010! Go to  
www.vop.com/visionbuilders or 
call 1-800-429-5700 to register.  
(an annual commitment is required)

Cohutta Springs 
Conference Center
Crandall, GA
March 19-21

For more information, call 1-800-429-5700 or go online: www.vop.com/visionbuilders


