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Calendar

February
5. LESSON 16,
12. Foreign missionary service.
19. Lesson 17,
26, Home missionary service—religious liberty.
for sending Liberty magazine to legislators,

March

Ofitering

4. Lesson 18.
11. Foreigh missionary service.
18, Lesson 19. N
25. Home missionary service,

Lessons to Be Used by Church Elders
Lesson 16
ANNOUNCEMENTS.

ymn.
Responsive Reading: Sam. 9:3-19,
Prayer.
Hymn.
Lesson
Forgiveness of Sin

Rem, 3:10, 19. All have sinned.

Rom. 6:23. The wages of sin is death,

Luke 19:10. Christ came to seek and te save the lost.

John 12:82, Christ is drawing all unto him,

John 6:37. He will cast none away who come to him,

John 10:28. Eternal life a gift.

John 8:36. Kternal life comes through helieving,

Rom, 3:21, 22, Righteousness comes wholly by faith.

Rom. 4 :1-8. Abraham wag made righteous by faith,

1 John 1:9. The Lord has promised to forgive our sins.

There is a close connection between eternal life and free-
dom from sin, Sin causes death, Death came by sin.
Righteousness is freedom from sin. This deliverance from
sin comes by faith.

Here is where many fall. They confound faith and feel-
ing. To know whether or not their sins are forgiven they
logk for some kind of feeling as evidence, This is a great
mistake, TFeeling is not faith. The evidence that our sins
are forgiven Is in the clear promise of the Lord, We be-
lieve this, and the Lord supplies the fact.

It will be helpful to read the chapter in *‘Steps to
Christ,” entitled, ‘“Faith and Acceptance.”

Testimonies: It will be helpful to, follow this study with

ience the blessedness of forgiveness.

Lesson 17
ANNOUNCEMENTS.
Hymn.
Responsive Reading : Romans 3,
Prayer, .
Hymn.
Lesson

Victory over Temptation

Heb. 2:18; 4:15. Christ was tempted, therefore tempta-
tion is not sin. :

Rev. 3:10. Promise to keep us in.temptation.

Isz. 59:19. The Spirit will put the enerny to flight.

Matt. 4:1-11. Christ defeated the enemy by the Word.

Ps. 119711, The Word will keep us.

1 John 2:1. Exhortation not to sin.

1 John 5:4. Faith is the victory.

Luke 22:46. Prayer a shield from temptation, .

“Those who would not fall a prey to Satan’s devices
must guard well the avenues of the soul; they must avoid
eading, seeing, or hearing that which will suggest impure
houghts. The mind must not be left to dwell at random
pon every subject that the enemy of souls may suggest.
he heart must be faithfully sentineled, or evils withont will
waken evils within, and the soul will wander in darkness.”’
| <“The Acts of the Apostles,”’ page 518.

some spiritual testimories from those who know from exper- -

Chureh Ordinances—No. 4

““At the first feast he attended with his disciples [the
marriage feast in Cana of Galilee], Jesus gave them the cup
that symbolized his work for their salvation. At the Last
Supper he gave it again, in the institution of that sacred
rite by which his death was to be shown forth ‘till he
come.’, , ., The wine which Christ provided for the feast,
and that which he gave his disciples as a symbol of his own
blood, was the pure juice of the grape. To this the prophet
Isaiah refers when he speaks of the new wine ‘in the clus-
ter,” and says, ‘destroy it not; for a hlessing is in it.’"'—
““ The Desire of Ages,”” page 149, ,

It seems also that the wine the butler served to Pharach
was fresh juice pressed from the grapes into his cup. See
Gen, 40:11. So wine, in Scaripture language, is not always
fermented wine.

Of the sacrament we read still further:—

““Christ does indeed manifest himself unto the believers
who thus reveal their faith by coming tegether at.the com-
munion table with the simplicity of children to remember
Jesus, his words, and his requirements, determined to ex-
clude from the heart all selfishness and love of supremacy.-

““The broken bread and pure juice of the grape are to
represent the hroken body and spilled blood of the Son of
God. Bread that is leavened must not eome on the commun-
ion table; unleavened bread is the only correct representa-
tien of the Lord’s Supper.” Nothing fermented is to be used.
Only the pure fruit of the vine and the unleavened bread are
to be used.”’—E. G. W., in Review of June 7, 1898.

Communion Bread

Brother E. G. Fulton, author of a vegetarian cock book,
has kindly furnished a recipe for the making of communion
bread, as follows:—

“Take of flour three cups,
Cream, one-half cup.

Water about half a cup.
A little salt.

“ Add the salt and cream to the white flour, and rub in
well; add enough Water to make a stiil dough. Knead un-
til smogth, then rell out with a rolling pin to the desired
thickness, Cut into pleces of convenient size to handle, and
place on pans on which they are to be baked. With a_ pie
marker divide them into about half-inch squares. Bake in a
moderate oven.’’

That the wine used by the Saviour in instituting the sup-
per wag pure grape juice iz evident from the faet that noth-
ing leavened or fermented was allowed at such feasts.
Before partaking of the Passover, every particle of leaven
must be removed from the building, Even now the Jews, in
ohserving the Paschal feast, in order to be sure that nothing
lezvened is used, make their wine from raisins.

In “Practical Lessons,”” page 240; Brother Gilbert says,
“¢Tt is absolutely necessary to have this wine at the Passover,”’
Of 'the wine psed in instituting the supper the Saviour said,
“T will not drink henceforth of this frust of the vine, until
that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s king-
dom.”’ Matt. 26:29. To represent our living, present Sav-
iour by decaying material is in itself absurd.

¢ Christ desigued that this supper should be often com-

‘memorated, in order to bring to our remembrance his sacri-

fied in giving his life for the remission of the sinsof all who will
believe on and receive him. And thisordinanee is not to be ex-
clusive, as many would make it. Fach must participate in

it publicly, and thus bear witness : I accept Christ as my

personal Saviour. He gave his life-for me that I might be

rescued from death. . . . . .
“It is not possible for human beings to tell who is worthy,
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and who is not. They cannnot read the secrets of the soul.
It is not for them to say, I will not attend the ordinance if
such a one is present to act 2 part. Nor has God left it to
man to say who shall present themselves on these oceasions.”’
E G W, in Review of May 31, 1898.

The apostle Paul did not say, ‘‘Let each one examine his
brother,’’ but, *‘Let a man examine himself, and so let him
eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.”” 1. Cor. 11:28,

The question is asked as to the custom adopted by some
of our churehes of using the little glass individual cups for
the wine. In a time when disease germs are so prevalent
that stringent laws are abolighing the public drinking eup, it
seems very econsistent that the individual wine cups should
‘be adopted.

And, by ihe way, it gives a good opportunity for a literal
application of the text, “Tarry one for another” (1 Cor.
'11:33), for each to hold his piece of communion bread until
all have been served, including elders and deacons. Then
while the words may be spoken by the minister or elder,
“ Jesus said, ‘This is my body, which is broken for you,’”’
all eat the morsel at once. And so of the wine, all hold the
cup until the minister says, ‘‘This cup is the blood of the
New Testament which is shed for you,”” when all drink of
the wine together. :

As to who is authorized to conduet the sacramental serv-
ice, it is the established custom of Seventh-day Adventists
that none but an ordained minister or an ordained church
elder shall officiate in the blessing and breaking of the
bread and the consecration of the wine. The deacons are to
wait on the partieipants, to pass the bread and wine to the
communicants, after receiving the same from the hands of
the ordained minister or elder; and they ave the proper ones
to make provision for the ordinance of humility.

J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH.

—

Financial Suggestion to Church Officers

How is the Twenty-cent-a-week Fund going in your
church? Have you looked into the matter? If not, you
should do so af once. The time to begin to raise this fund is
at the beginning of the year. Begin when the year begins,
and keep going each month, This will mean sucecess.

" OQur churches generally find themselves, near the close of
the year, with a defieit, and in order to raise their quota there
must be a general rally. Frequently this fails, and the
church and conference fall in the rear; so if the whole quota
is raised, some one else must make up the deficit, If each
church will do its part, this can be avoided, and the amount
needed to carry forward our work in the regions beyond
can be easily raised. '

Now, the way to do this is to take the matter up at the
very beginning of the year, and see to it that each month we
are faithfully raising the amount we should. If we do this,
with the special offering which comes later inthe year, each
church can raise its share of the offering

We ought to raise much more than twenty cents a week

this year. At the recent council held at Loma Linda it was
decided that all that should be raised over the full twenty
cents a week, be given to extending our work in foreign
fields. o if we will each month ralse the twenty cents a
week, we can, with the special offering, have a splendid
overflow to strengthen the work in foreign fields, where
there are so many millions who have never heard of the mes-
sage of salvation.
v One duty of church officers is to push the financial ques-
tions to the front in the church. The president of the con-
ference and the other officers and laborers In the field, are
burdened with many other things, They ought not to have
to carry the burden of seeing that the various churches
raise their quotd of mission funds. This burden should rest
upon the officers in the local churches, Those who are
chosen to take the responsibility of leadership in any line in
the church for the year 1916, should fully understand that, in
order to be faithful to the trust imposed upon them, they
must get under the burden of pushing all lines of work in
the church.

Now, at the very beginning of the year, take up the mat-
ter of raising the funds for missions, and see that each
month you are keeping up. If it is found that the church
is falling behind, the question should be promptly brought
before the church by the local officers, and arrangements
made by which the church will do its full share. Time is
short; shall we not all do our very best?

G. B. THOMPRON.

The Skeleton Sermon

NEZXT to being endued with power from on high, possibly
the most important and most effectual help a preacher ecan
have to aid him in the pulpit is & prepared and well-memo-
rized skeleton sermon, He may lack in education; may be
unable to construet his sentences grammatically; may be un-
polished and totally ignorant of the fundamental prineciples
of posing; may be sadly unpromising as a public speaker, and
lamentably lacking in oratorical power; still, if he is 2 humble-
hearted laborer, guided by the Spirit of God, and stands in the
pulpit called of God and with & message well prepared as a
skeleton sermon, it is not possible that he should prove a
total failure, even if his audience were made up of the most
critical from among the wise men or potentates of the world.

Some men go into the pulpit without preparation, believing
that to arrange a sermon in advance makes machine work of
their effort; that they should rely wholly upon the guidance
of the Spirit of God as to what they should say and how the
subject should be delivered. Without arguing the matter, I
would say that I feel quite certain that where such a sermon
is delivered it will be more or less evident that the audience
would have been better satisfied had the speaker devoted
more time to the preparation of the subject and to its study.

Then there are ministers—and they are many--who pre-
pare their sermons go conscientiously as to become veritable
slaves to their notes. In the delivery of such sermons it is,
generally, absolutely necessary that the texts noted shall be
used in sequence and rotation just as arranged. A failuré to
heed this necessity hasoften left & minister stranded, compel-
ling him to glance, in a hurried way through his notes, to cateh
up the thread of his argument, before he can continue its
presentation,

Then, too, the pause acts always as a diversion, and often
as a shock, to the audience, and it takes time io win back
their attention and interest, while the effeet on the speaker
is dampening from a consgciousness of possible failure,

The gkeleton sermon is a staff upon which any one pre-
senting the truth can safely lean, and is appealing hecause
it is sorational. It not only goes far toward assuring success
in the pulpit, but it places the speaker on safe ground, guard-
ing him against forgetfulness, while leaving him at perfect
liberty to add as * filling '’ any additional matter that may
be brought to his mind, weaving it inte the skeleton sermon.
As the texts themselves contain the subjeet of the discourse,
they enable the audience to gather a practical conception of]
the argument, and often to reproduce it, when, had numerous
texts been used, even though, possibly, making the matter
more interesting, they would have resulted in confusing the
minds of the people and making the discourse of none effect.

By the skeleton of & sermon is meant the salient texts, or
other proofs, arranged in sequence aceording to the order of
their importance and use. They are to be memorized, not
only as to their wording, but also as to their position in de-
livery, until they stand out with mental boldness. A special
point in their selection is that they, alone, should be suffi-
cient for use, if necessary, to develop the subjectsatisfactorily,
and that in their arrangement they should be cumulative in
both interest and importance. All these essential points hav-
ing received due recognition, even sermons of medioere value;
can be made interesting, and that, too, by ministers of infer-
ior talent.

The skeleton texts should be few in number. It will no
be wise to venture the employment of more than six, and
four will generally be all-sufficlent. It may be imagined

(Concluded on page 7)
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HBome Missionary Department

Suggestive Program for Fourth Sabbath
Home Missionary Service

{ To be held February 26 )
OPENING HymN: ‘‘Christ in Song,”” Ne. 793.
Scripture Reading: Rev. 13: 11-17.
Prayer,
Hymn: * Christ in Song,’” No. 509.
First Reading: “* After the War—What?”’
Hymn: ““Chyrist in Song,”’ No. 510.
Second Reading: ‘“ Startling Revelations of the Impend-
ing Conflict.”’
Special Religious Liberty Offering.
Special prayer for our people under trial,
Give opportunity for our churches to renew Liberty clubs.
Cloging Hymn: *‘Christ in S8cng,’ No. 678.

Special Instruction to Leaders

Our church elders and leaders cught to announce to the
church beforehand the special religious liberty day on the
fourth Sabbath of February, and tell of the interesting and
soul-stirring readings prepared by the Religious Liberty De-
partment, asking each to come prepared to make an annual
offering for this important work at this eritical time. This
offering is to be sent to the conference treasurer, and retained
by him for work in the local conference, and to aid in sending
the Liberty magazine to State oflicials and other prominent
men. Let the elders or leaders seek to make the service on
this day an occasion for gaining spiritual victories over the
ereatest foe, and for renewed consecration to a speedy finish-
ing of the Master’s work while cpportunity lasts.

Many clubs for the Liberty magazine which were taken a
vear ago expire on this day, and opportunity should be given
at the close of the service for the renewal of these clubs for
another year, at 25 cents for each annual subseription at
club rates of four or more. May we not greatly Increase
hese clubs, as most vital interests are at stake now, and
will be dealt with in the coming issues. Let the leaders ask
our people to come prepared to give as liberal an offering as
possible, as the conferences where our brethren are now be-
ing tried before courts are in dire need of funds, and none
nows how soon every one’s turn may come.

— e ————
After the War—What?

THE year just passed into history has undoubtedly been
e most significant this world has ever seen, except those
at witnessed the flood and the crueifixion of Jesus Christ,
More than five millions of able-bodied men in Europe have
een cut down in full vigor and are now either mouldering
nder the cold sod or are incapacitated for service for life,
ecause of the bloody carnage which marks the beginning of
he time of trouble. No doubt many millions more will en-
r the great conflet in the year to come, to have shot and
hell sent crashing through their bodies.

Terrible as is the present war in its destruction of human
ife and its disregard of the eguitable restraints of law and
justice and mercy; yet this war is as nothing in comparison
the significant and terrible things which will be enacted
mmediately following the present comflict. Our wisest
tatesmen are already expressing the fear in their hearts of
period of unprecedented revolution, riot, and anarchy to
ollow this war. New and startling developments will come
uickly. The world will face the greatest crisis in its his-
ory, and will be the least prepared to meet it. Men every-
here will be ready to condemn the old regime as a total
ailure, and unfit to shape the destinies of men and nations,
en Who stand for a continuation of present policies to
uide the ship of state along pnrely political and civil lines,
i1l be set aside, and the call will be made for men to take
heir places at the helm who will steer along the old lines of
eligious dominance and ecclesiastical authority in the realmsg
f statecraft.

After the war, people are going to be intensely religious
or a little while. Already they are regarding the present
ar as a terrible judgment of God sent upon the belligerent
ations because they have failed to give religion and the
hurch their proper place in the forefront of political issues,
he voice of the church and the claims of religion must be

recognized as paramount above all civil interests. The most
urgent demand will be made for Christian men to be put in
control, who will run the government on Christian principles,
so a8 to avoid a future war. Remedies of all kinds will be
suggested to avert future wars, and to usher in a reign of
universal and lasting peace. ' The present war, many are
saying, is the great conflict which was just to precede
the establishment of God’s kingdom on earth among the
nations. 'The church, they say, is that promised kingdom
which is to be immediately established, and the only way
to establizsh it among the nations is to usher it in through
the gateway of politics by religious enactments.

Extensive religicus combinations will be effected in order
to get control of the ship of State and guide her over the tur-
bulent political sea into the religious haven of peaece. At-
tempts will be made to have the voice of the clurch dictate
legislation, and to have the civil officers submit to the de-
crees of the church councils, and regard its pronouncements
as equivalent to a “‘Thus saith the Lord.”’

A demand will be made that a standard of religion shall
be set up for all men by the State, and that Sunday laws
shall be universally enforced, irrespective of individual faith
or the rights of the minority in the matter.

All these things will come in quick sucecession when the
church again gets into absolute control of state affairs.
Our -people will be denied the privilege of even pleading the
constitutional guarantees of individual freedom to worship
God in harmony with their consciences, as was done re-
cently in Okiahoma and Tennessee.

In their attempts te reconstruet things after the cessa-
tion of present hostilities, and because of the efforts of some
to prepare for a still greater conflict in the near future, the
dominant religious element, in order to carry the day, will
adopt such drastic measures to bring their opponents to time
as will result in a worse catastrophe to the nations and the
true people of God than the present war has brought to
them, terrible as itis. The losses and sorrows of war are
forgotten in a few days; but the subjection of the civil
powers to the spiritual or ecclesiastical powers will inaug-
urate a train of evils and a time of persecution such as nocivil
power ever was guilty of. Omens of the coming storm and
upheaval in the last great conflict between the dragon and
God’s remnant people which keep his commandments, are
clearly visible in the political, social, and religious worlds.

. C. S. LONGACRE.
—_— e———

Startling Revelations of the Impending Conflict

“*A GREAT crisis awaits the people of God. A crisis awaits
the world. The most momentous struggle of all the ages is
just before us.”” This significant language was written in
Volume V of the Testimonies, a number of years ago. -The
crisis which awaited the world has come, and the world is
unprepared to meet it. The crisis which awaits God’s peo-
ple is right upon us. Alas, the conflict has begun, and we
cannot afford to be unprepared. At this writing there are
seven cases of our brethren pending before the courts for
Sunday law violations. Two cases in Oklahoma, where our
peovle are exempted by statute, were tried before the pro-
bate court and convieted. Our right to plead the exemption
clause or the guaranteesof the State constitution granting re-
ligious freedom, or the reasons for our religious faith, was
denied to our brethren as a means of defensive evidence.
These two eases have been appealed to the Supreme Court of
Criminal Appeals of the State, and are still pending. The
other five cases are pending court action in Tennessee,
where we have no exemption, and the penalty may be the
chain-gang and compulsory work on the Sabbath day.

In the same volume of the Testimonies we are told that
“‘Church and State are now making preparations for the fu-
ture conflict. Protestants are working in disguise to bring
Sunday to the front, as did the Romanists, Through-
out the land the papacy is piling up her lofty and massive
structures, in the secret recesses of which her former per-
secutions are to be repeated. . . . The Protestant world
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doday see in the little company keeping the Sabbath a Mor-
decal in the gate, ., . . The unwelcome intruder must by
some means be put out of the way. . . . To secure popu-
larity and patronage, legislators will yield to the demand for
a Sunday law, Thoge who fear God cannot accept an insti-
tution that violates a precept of the decalogue. On this bat-
tle-field comes the last great conflict of the controversy be-
tween truth and error. And we are not left in doubt as to
the issue.”” —‘“Testimonies for the Church,” Vol. V., pages
A49-451.

Here we are plainly told that ‘‘Protestants are working in
disguise to bring Sunday to the front,”’ and to put ‘‘the un-
weleome intruder’ by some means “‘out of the way,”” In
“Early Writings'’ we are also told that Satan is now secretly
inspirinig his agencies to lay plans to get control of the pos-
sessions of God’s peoble, and to deprive them of all earthly
support.

Some startling revelations along these lines have recently
been disclosed during the ‘‘clinic sessions’ of the Lord’s Day
Alliance Convention held in Baltimore, and another conven-
tion held in Washington, D. C. These clinic sessions were
secret meetings where plans were laid to “‘bring Seventh-day
Adventists to time, to offset their efforts before Congress
and the State legislatures, and to require them fo ohserve
the Sunday laws,”’ as the presiding officer stated it. In
order to bring about this result, various plans and schemes
were at first suggested. The chairman stated that drastic
steps ought to be taken because they had positive evidence
that Seventh-day Adventists were the chief offenders and
the greatest enimies of Sunday laws. He also stated that it
was a well-known fact now that Seventh-day Adventists were
the principal agency that caused the defeat of all the Sun-
day bills introduced before Congress and of so many before
the State legislatures, and that they corrupted thepublic of-
ficials with their pernicious literature. With fire in his eye
and malice in the tone of his voice, he vigorously hammered
the table with his fist and repeated: ““Seventh-day Adventists
must be brought to time. .

One of the speakers said he tried hard to get a Sunday
bill through Congress for the District of Columbia, and failed
in his efforts because the Seventh-day Adventists had poured
a barrel of protests into Congress, and it had struck terror
into the Congressman. ‘‘Actually,”’ said he, ‘‘those Ad-
ventists by their intense activities have in some way con-
vinced those Congressmen that there are about 3,000,000 of
them in this country. The Congressmen are living in real
dread and terror of them. When they speak, the Congressmen
are afraid to go against them.

1 could not help but meditate on God’s promise to Israel
when he told them that he had not chosen them because they
were many people and a great nation, but because they were
a few people and a despised nation; and then he made the con-
ditional promise that if they would obey his voice, walk in his
ways, and keep his commandments, ‘“This day will I begin to
put the dread of thee and the fear of thee upon the nations
that are under the whole heaven, who shall hear report of thee,
and shall tremble, and be in anguish because of thee.’” Deut. 2:
25. May we continue to meet this conditional promise so
that God may continue to put the dread and fear of his peo-
ple upon this nation and all the nations until his work is fin-
ished in all the earth. :

Plans were laid at these *‘clinic sessions’”. to strike terror
into Seventh-day Adventists, and bring them into subjection,
The first plan laid was to get the State legislatures to repeal
all the exemption statutes fo the Sunday laws which favored
*‘those who observed atiother day than Sunday as holy time,”’
It was argued that they could not consistently excuse any one
from observing Sunday if the Sunday laws were to be ve-
spected at all. Consequently, the Sunday laws must be of
universal application, withoui exemptions favoring any pe-
culiar sects.

Last year one hundred and forty-three Sunday bills were
introduced into the different State legislatures at the instiga-
tion of religious organizations, and not a single Sunday bill
had an exemption for those who observed another day than

" Sunday as holy time,

Many of these Sunday bills were the
old Sunday laws reintroduced, with the exemption clause:
marked as matter to be repealed. Thus they are endeavor
ing to make effective their first plan to bring us to time.

The second plan was greatly to increase the Sunday law
penalties in fines and imprisonments, They argued that the
present penalties were altogether too mild, and failed t¢
strike terror into its violators. It was suggested that the
minimum fine ought to be increased to three hundred dollars
and the maximum to six hundred; and that the minimu
prison sentence ought to be increased to three months, anc
the maximum to six months. Quite a few of the one hun-
dred and forty-three Sunday bills introdueed last year had
this identical penalty attached to them. So we see they are
trying to make good on their second proposition to bring us
to time.

We are glad that we can inform our people that in every
instance where we opposed these bills, we suceeeded in de-
feating them with the help of God. This is simply damming
up the stream, to have it burst with greater fury when it
does come. But is it not better to dam it up so we can finish
the work, and thus shorten its fury and drive it past the clos-
ing day of probation, when God will not permit any more of
his people to be put to death? Beside this, we must warn
the men in high positions as these great issues face them,
which will fix their destiny as well as ours.

The third proposition laid down in these ‘‘clinic sessions ™
was the suggestion that the incorrigible Sunday law violator
should be deprived of hig citizenship, and that all his property
above two thousand dollars should be confiscated and assigne
to the State for charitable uses, But will the hierarchy,
when it gets control of the State and the power to confiscate,
stop with two thousand dollars? Did the beast, when it exer
cised supreme power, stop there? Noj it confiscated all unde
its terrible interdicts, The image to the beast is to exercis
all the power of the beast before it. They too will take all,
and prohibit us from buying even bread to eat if we have an
money in our possession, so that God will be compelled t
feed us with bread in oraer for us to live at all.

““God has revealed what is to take place in the last days,
that his people may be prepared to stand against the tempes
of opposition and wrath. Those who have been warned o
the events before them are not to sit in ealm expectation o
the coming storm, comforting themselves that the Lord wil
ghelter his faithful ones in the day of trouble, We are to b
as men waiting for their Lord, not in idle expectaney, but i
earnest work, with unwavering faith. It is no time now t
allow our minds to be engrossed with things of minor im
portance. While men are sleeping, Satan is actively arrang
ing matters so that the Lord’s people may not have mer
and justice. The Sunday movement is now making its wa
in darkness. Its leaders are concealing the true issue an
many who unite in the movement do not themselves see
whither the under-current is vending. . . . We should brin
before them [the people] the real’question.at issue, thus in
terposing the most effectual protest against measures to ve
strict liberty of conscience.”’—Id,, page ;52.

Sister White said coneerning the mission of the Libert
magazine, that it ‘““has been, in God’s order, one of th
voices sounding the alarm, that the people might hear, an
realize their danger, and do the work required at the presen
time, ., . . The Seutinel [ Liberty now] is like a trumpet giv
ing a eertain sound;and all our people should read it carefully,
and then send it to some relative or friend, thus putting to t
best use the light that God has given them.”” ‘‘Let ever
worker for God comprehend the situation, and place the Sen
tinel [Liberty] before our churches, explaining its contents,
and urging home the facts and warning it contains. Ma,
the Lord help all to redeem the timel'’—Id., page 718, 720,

May every soul give a liberal offering to aid the confer-
ence in sending the Liberty magazine to lawmakers, judges,
lawyers, and editors, and may each take it for himself, an
use it the way the Lord indicated in the quotation from th
testimony just noted. It is not only making many friend
and postponing the day of 1Persemtion and trouble, but it ig
making Sabbath keepers of governors, senators, representsa
tives, judges, lawyers, newspaper editors, and also of thei
wives and children in a number of cases. No more effec
tive missionary work can be done than this very work amon
these influential men, May the Lord bless his people an
their offering this day to the salvation of many precion
souls, C. 8. LONGACRE.
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Suggestions for Missionary Meetings

First Week

_OpEnING EXERCISES: Song; season of short prayers;
ninutes; song. )

Reports of labor, .

Lesson: ‘‘Freedom of Thought.”

Plans for work. .

Closing song.

Not1E. —This lesson is an important one, and should be
arefully studied before it is presented. Some people think
hat freedom consists in being independent of organization
nd separate from order and system. Yet heaven is the
1st thoroughly organized place there is. The object of
rging people to think for themselves is that each shall indi-
idually endeavor to find out what is the will of God, not
hat they should seek ways of differing from others of like
zith, %’hen all members learn to think for themselves, in
armony with the Spirit of Christ dwelling in them, the
hurch will be of one mind and one accord, and the Spirit
iitl be poured out in fulness.

‘Planfor a continuance of the aggréssive winter campaign.
his should last until the end of Mareh, while the evenings
re long and there is opportunity to get the people to study.

Second Week .. .. .

Opening Exercises: Song; Scriptire exercise; prayer;.

inutes; song. N e e . o

Lesson: “ God’s Plan fof His Work;'" *‘Some Agendies
» Carry Out God’s Plan.”” Tt

Reports of labor.

Plans for work,

Closing song.
2ad in concert, ‘‘But the stranger that dwelleth with you
1all be unto you as one born among you, and thou shalt Iove
m as thyseiy.” Lev. 19:34, Then let the leader remind
tem thati this is God’s instruction to them concerning the
veigners who live in their district.

In the lesson are given some agencies that can he used
r work among foreigners, Literature for this work is being
ereased, and much can be done through its use to warn the
reigners.  Clubs of the magazines and papers in the lan-
1ages spoken neaxr the church should be worked up and mem-
>rs enlisted in selling them. Ovrder from the conference
act society. :

Third Week

Oypening Exercises: Song; season of prayer for interested

ople; minutes; song.
essonr: “‘The True Missionary,”’

Reports of Labor.

Plans for work.

NotE. —This lessonbrings out the importance of using tact
d good judgment in working for souls, and oppor tunity
ould be given for the members to ask questions in regard

any diffieulties they may have met in presenting the truth.
this way the meeting may be made very helpful. When
e reports of labor are given, if there are any helpful illus-
ations of methods of dealing with people, the leader can
1l attention to them as showing what may be done.

Plan some work for every member. The Present Truth
vies of Review Extras are excellent for wide cireulation
- church members. Every church should take a regular

1th of these.
Fourth Week

Opening Exercises: Song; minutes; season of prayer for
d’s special blessing on the working members; song,
Lesson: ‘‘Love.”’

Reports of 1abor.

Plans for work.

Closing song.

Nore. —In answer to the last questfon in the Bible study, .
These feports .

 the leader call for the reports of labor. .,
ke lknown the true response of love. -'In the -plans for
rk carry out the same thought. If the love of Christ
ides in us, we must work for.souls. If it does not, we.
all not be willing to work. . .

Freedom in Thougl;t,
“YE were now turned, and kad done right in my sight,
proeclaiming liberty every man to his neighbor.”” Jer.
15. : -
1. What should man do? 2 Cor, 10:4.
2., What should we not allow?
““Allow no one to be braihs for you, allow no one to do
e thinking, your investigating, and your praying, This
the instruction that we need to take to heart today.”’—
pecial Testimonies on Lduchtion,” page 198.
3. What belong to every individual?
““There are rights which belong to every individual. We

NoTE.—For the Scripjcure exercise ask the members to

T

have an individuality and an identity that is our own. Ne
one can submérge his identity in that of any other. All
must act for themselves, according to the dictates of their
own conscience.’”’—** Special Testimonies to Ministers and
Workers,”” No. 9, page 59. .

4. With what is every human being endowed?

““Every human being, created in the image of God, is en-
dowed with a power akin to that of the'Creator, —individa-
ality, power to think and to do. The men in whom this
power is developed are the men who bear responsibilities,
who are leaders in enterprise, and who influence character.
It is the work of true education to develop this power; to
train the youth to be thinkers, and not mere reflectors of
other men’s thought. Instead of confining their study to
that which men have said or written, let students be directed:
to the sources of truth, to the vast fields opened for research
in nature and revelation. Let them contemplate the great
facts of duty and destiny, and the mind will expand and
strengthen. Instead of educating weaklings, institutions of
learning may send forth men strong to think and to act, men '
who are masters and not slaves of tliircum‘stances, men who
possess bréadth of mind, clearness of thought, and ths cour-
age of their convictions.””* Education,” page -17.”

5. What has God given men?' =~

“God has given men reasoning powers that they may
weigh evidence, and decide what is truth, No man’s asser-
tions can be taken on trust. The queéﬁon is, What does the
Lord say? " —** Special Testimonies on Education,” page 75. _

Many minds are .in bondage fhrough laziness, others,
through fear of men, others through admiration of the abil-
ity of some individuals, others through superstition, and
still others through a lack of appreciation of individual ac-
countability. During the cenfuries that have gone, men
have lost much because of this bondage; at the present they
are losing much because from this same evil. In the world
there are but few men who think for themselves.. The great
hosts of people are ever ready to follow a strong leader, in:
stead of seeking out the right way for themselves. No man
can be truly free as long as the mind is shackled. True.
manhood can never be realized as long as men are bound
mentally, True service can never be rendered to God, or

LI

* men 30 long as the mind is fettered.

6. 1s it the privilege of men to be free from fear of their
fellow men? Isa. 8:12, 13, 51:12, 13.

7. In what way has the Lord encouraged men freely te
exercise their minds? Isa. 1:18; Phil. 4:8; 2 Tim. 2:15;
1 Tim. 4:15, 16.

8. What has the Lorgd promised to those who think for
themselves ? 2 Tim. 2:7.

9. What is the result of free, correct mental exercise?
Heb. 5:14; Job 82:6.12; Prov. 2:4,5,

10. How is this kind of mind designated in the Serip-
tures? 2 Tim. 1:7; Rom. 8:6; 2 Cor, 8:12, 19.,

Questions : :
If Christ lives in us, whose thoughts will we think ?
Will freedom in thought, 'therefore, bring division or un-
ity inte our churches ?—Selected. - - IR
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God’s Plan for His Work o

L As WE*{;hink of the millions.of pepple who have not ye{:
heard the warning message, need we despair of .giving it ta._
them in the short time remaining?; 2-Chron. 20:15,,. . , -
" 2, Through what agency will this be done?. Phil. 2:13,

3. Before we can be God’s instruments, what must we.,
have? Phil. 2:5. - . b .
4, What must next take place in our lives? Eph. 5:18,°
last clause. o
" 5. How many should be enlisted in this work? Phil. 2: .
8. By dying for us, what did Christ plan we should do? 2
Cor. 5:15. A
7. To those who will do this, what is promised? Rom. §::

.
s

¢




Some Agencies to Carry Out God’s Plan

WE are told that we are to love the strangers who dwell
among us as we love ourselves. This means that we should
share our blessings with them, and what greater blessing can
we impart to them than the message of salvation and of the
soon return of the Lord?

How can we do this when we do not speak their languages
and they understand little of ours? We can use literature in
their tongues with which to enlighten them, and the Lord will
add his blessing to our efforts.

There are now several magazines in foreign languages:
The German Der Zeichen der Zeit, the Danish-Norwegian Lys
Over Landet, the Swedish Tidens Tecken, the Yiddish maga-
zine, and the Italian magazine, all published quarterly, at the
regular prices of one to four copies, 10 cents; five to forty
eopies, b cents; fifty coples and upwards, 4 cents.  All have

attractive colored covers, . .
To these is shortly to be added a Russian magazine, with

eolored cover, to be of the same general size and character,
and to sell at the same prices.

All these will sell readily to the people concerned. It is
not necessary to know the languages in order to sell them,
for members who have tried it say that they show the mag-
azine, say ‘‘Ten cents, please,” and that effects the sale in
the majority of cases.

There are also German and Swedish periodicals, the Christ-
licher Huusfreund, and Tidens Tecken,the first a 16-page semi-
monthly at $1.00 a year, and the other a 16-page weekly al
$1.775 a year for single subscriptions and $1.25 in clubs. These
can also be sold from door to door at & cents a copy.

Tracts in packages all ready prepared for lending from
house to house can be obtained in German, Swedigh, and Dan-
ish-Norwegian, at 50 cents for 10 envelopes. Packages of
assorted tracts in most other languages can be bought for 25
cents a package.

Here, then, are the agences brought into existence thréugh
the providence of God. Out there in the world are the
strangers from far-off lands, perishing daily for lack of this
gospel message. Here in our churches are God’s messengers
to bridge the gap, and bring the Lord’s agencies and the
walting, hungering souls together. Who will come to
the help of the Lord at this time, and be his hands andfeet
carry his message?

The True Missionary

Tu® true object of the missionary is the salvation of those
for whom he labors. This object should be kept in view in
all the plans and methods of work which are employed. To
overlook this, and engage in controversy over points of doe-
trine, is to greatly lower the standard of the Christian mis-
sionary. The central figure of the whole plan of redemption
is the erucified and risen Saviour, ‘“who was delivered for
our offences, and was raised again for our justification.’”” To
point the sinner to Chyist as the remedy for sin and the only
source of righteousness, is the worthy object of those who
engage in missionary work. He who would be a successful
misgionary must give much thought to the best plans for ae-
eomplishing the object for which he labors.

€hrist has said, “I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men unto me.”’ When Charles XI1 of Sweden stood
Jﬁy the grave of Gustavas Vasa, he said: ** I will try to be like
him.”” The king was impressed by the virtures of his worthy
predecessor, and though differing from him in every respect,
the virtures of Gustavas Vasa were such that he could not
repress the desire to be like him. The character of the Sav-

—iour, when properly presented, is attractive. No one, even
the most hardened sinner, can help admiring it, and wishing
that he might imitate it in his own life and character. And
-when this desire to be iike Christ is created in the mind, and
‘his love for sinners, his willingness to accept all who come to
him, and the precious promises which are made to such, are
presented as they are set forth in the Scriptures, the most
favorable results may be expected.

‘But perhaps these questions may come up in the mind of
the worker: Have we not a special work to do? Isitnotour
aduty to preach the third angel’s message, which is to prepare
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a people for the second coming of our Saviour? True, but
what is the third angel’s message? Does it not embrace the
gospel of Christ, the same gospel that-was preached by the
apostles, the martyrs, and the reformers? And does not the
term, ‘‘The commandments of God and the faith of Jesus,”
include it all? If so, then should it not be presented now in
the same spirit in which it was presented then?

The Saviour said, ‘I have yet many things to say
unto vou, but ye cannot bear them now.”’ There were often
truths which he wished to teach, but which he knew his
hearers were nol prepared to receive, and he withheld them
until they were ready to receive them. The fallow ground
of the heart must be broken up; the Spirit of God must do its
work. The individual must first pass through an experience
to prepare him for the lessons which the Saviour would im-
press upon his mind, otherwise they would be as seed sown
by the wayside. When the opportune time came, the truth
was presented in a manner that would not arouse resentment,
but would make a deep impression upon the heart and mind.

Let us notice a few examples. In warning Peter of the
temptations through which he would pass, Jesus said, ** Simon,
Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he maj
sift you as wheat; but I have prayed for thee, that thy faitl
fail not.’” Again, when he would show him that he must die
a violent death, he said, ‘‘ When thou wast young, thou gird
edst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but wher
thou shalt be old, thou shalt streteh forth thy hands, anc
another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldes
not.”’ As arebuke to Peter for his wicked and rash denia
of him, Christ said: “Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me
more than these? . . . Feed my lambs;’” and again the secon
time, ‘‘Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? . . . Feed m
sheep; '’ and again the third time, ‘‘Simon, son of Jonas
lovest thou me? . . . Feed my sheep.’”” The tender manme;
in which the Saviour dealt with the erring apostle, softene
his heart until he wept bitterly.

When Paul would reveal the true God to the idolatrou

Athenians, he took his text from their own altar, and instea
of denouncing their gods and exalting the true God in thei
place, he said, *‘ Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, hin
declare I unto you.’’
. By carefully glancing through the history of Christ an
his apostles, we ghall find that the general plan of their wor)
wasg, first, to avold controversy; second, to prepare the mind
of the people for the truths which they were going to pre
sent; and, third, to present them in the most unchjectionabl
way.

I%row let us compare this with the methods some time
used in missionary work. Brother A has a friend whom h
knows is a very conscientious Sunday keeper. He selects
paper that contains s very radical article on the Sabbat
question, in which perhaps the writer takes the position tha
the Sabbath was changed by the Papacy, that Sunday ha
no just elatm for divine sanctity, and winds up by showin,
that it is an institution of Satan. He marks this article, put
the paper in s wrapper, and sends it to his friend. Or pe:
haps he selects a tract that contains the argumentativ
discussion of the Sabbath question, and sends that along
His friend feels that an institution which he and his fathe
before him have always regarded as sacred, is being profanec
He becomes indignant, his combativeness is aroused, his ea
are closed against investigation, and he becomes bitter]
prejudiced against those who observe and advocate th
seventh-day Sabbath.

Brother B is also a missionary. He gives special study 1
the peculiar doctrines of his faith, and when he meets thos
who differ from him in doctrine, he at once assails them for a
argument. Being well informed, he proceeds to challeng
and refute every point of doctrine on which he differs fro
them, producing an abundant array of seripture texts to su
tain his position on each point. The result is the same :

above,
Sister C Is also a missionary. She has adopted the healt

reform, and has been greatly benefited by it; she ig also :
ardent believer in the ‘/ Testimonies for the Church.’’ 8l
considers it her duty on every oceassion to denounce certa



THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE 7

articles of diet which she sees on her neighbors’ tables, declar-
ing them to be entirely unfit for any human stomach. When
a definite text does not present itself to support her position,
she quotes from the Testimonies, and is then very much as-
tonished and grieved because her neighbors become preju-
diced againgt the truth.

It will be evident to the careful reader that all such work
as this will do ten times more harm than good. Ii is true that
every ohe who has received the light of truth for these last
days should have a burden for others, and should labor to
bring them to a knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. But
great care should be taken lest the work be marred in the
hands of the workmen. The logic of argument does not do
so much to convinee and convert the sinner, as the spirit in
which the work is done. Often those of large natural ability
and geod mental preparation, fail, while those of less ability
and less preparation, succeed. ‘It is not by might, nor by
power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord.”’

In the commission given by our Saviour to his disciples,
the promise was made that he would be with them to the end.
If the Spirit of Christ is with the missionary worker, and
that heaveniy wisdom which ail may obtain (see James 1:5)
: characterizes his labors, few indeed of those with whom he
comes in contact will become prejudiced against the truth
of God. —Selected.

e —————
Love

1. WHAT should be the nature of our work? 2 Cor, 5:14,
first clause,

2. How did Jesus show his love for us? Gal, 2:20.

2. How much was involved in this giving? 2 Cor. 8:9;
John 15:18,

4. What commmand is given us? 1 John 4:21.

5. If we do not fulfil this command, whatis provedagainst
us? 1 John 3:14,

6. What has this love constrained some to do? Heb. 11:
36-38.

7. What is it constraining us to do?

. Encouraging Experiences ,

{ For use in missionary meetings)

IN our tent meetings in Philadelphia, Pa., this season, we
have had some very interesting experiences. We have the
addresses of over two hundred and fifty interested families.
We had the largest amount of eontributions, I think, ever re-
ceived in Philadelphia in one season for a tent campaign, —
$423.60, The expenses were $408.80, leaving a balance on
the right side of the account, of $14.80. A good number have
begun to keep the Sabbath, among them a teacher in the
public schools, and a physician of high'standing, with a large
office practice, who has in the few weeks he has known the
truth, given more than $200 to the work, $100 being for the
mission fund.

The next to the last night of the tent meetings, an intel-
ligent gentleman remained after the meeting till eleven
o’clock, asking many questions, and buying “‘Past, Present,
and Future, '” He gave his name as Dr. Morgan. I supposed
it was another doctor of medicine, who was interested. What
was my surprise to find that it was Dr. Irvin J, Morgan, the
famous organist at the great department store of John Wan-
amaker, the largeststore in the world. The organ used there
is the noted organ that was at the World’s Fair at St. Louis,
Mo. After the Fair it was purchased by John Wanamaker,
and shipped on thirteen freight cars to Philadelphia, and
placed in his mammoth store, Many additions have been
made to it since that time, and in fact are still being made.

Dr, Morgan is one of the greatest of living organists. The
thrill of his wonderful playing of ‘‘The Refuge Psalm,”” on
November 4, I can never forget. He loves the Bible, and is
‘intensely interested in the truth, Besides being for years
organist of the greatest organ in the world, he is the concert
organist of the famous Widener family, the noted financiers,
said to be the wealthiest family that ever lived in Philadel-
‘phia. Thus he is in touch with the leading men of wealth in
‘ this city.

Dr. Morgan is reading with intense interest, ‘‘The Great

Controversy,’” ‘‘Thoughts on Daniel,”’ ¢ Past, Present, and

" Future,” Signs of the Times, ete.  The day before my last
call, he had just received the first regular number of the
Stgns of the Times, The very first words he said to me were,
*I received your paper last night, and read it all through, **
I said, *‘Not all through at one sitting, did you?” ““Yes, ”’
he said, ““every word, and I found some splendid things in
it. ”” Then he talked for three hours on the state of the dead,
the end of the wicked, the present war conditions, ste. We
talked a little sometimes of music, but he seemed most
anxious to talk about the Bible,

One day I was reading a statement written by one of our
college musical leaders, in which the word *‘Testimonies”’
was used in connection with the Bible. I had no thought
that in a rapid reading of that statement he would notice that
one word. But, like a flash of lightning, he stopped me
with, — *“ ‘Testimonies ’? what do you mean by ‘Testimon-
ies’ 27’ 1 replied, ** They are some of the writings of Mrs,
White, the lady who wrote the book you are reading, ‘Great
Controversy. ’’’ ‘*Oh, yes, ” he said, ‘I was reading the
chapter in that book on ‘Spiritwalism, * and I wanted to ask
you’—And then we talked a long while on the Bible and
“The Great Controversy, ** and never returned to the subject
of music again that day. The prophecies and the war situ-
ation interest him greatly.

Will not all the readers of this article pray sspecially, just
now when you finish readinig this article, that the Lord may
lead this talented composer and great musician into all the
light of the truth; that he may join in the music of heaven,
with the angelic musicians, and all the triumphant chorus of
the soldiers of the cross? We know not what may be, but
God can do wonders. Therefore pray. J. 8. WASHBURN,

The Skeleton Sermon
( Concluded from page 2)

that a satisfactory discourse cannot be built up on so few
references, but a trial will convince most people that it is
an error to cumber the'minds of the audience with a mass of
texts not necessary to the argument, The hearers may be
entertained, but they fail to become enlightened, as their
brains grow too weary to grasp the force of the presentation.

Better to illustrate the application of this system, let me
use the little simpie story of the second advent. Of course
a few introductory remarks, not excuses, but matter, say, re-
ferring to the first advent, which will bring the speaker and the
audience into harmony, will precede the delivery of the lse-
ture proper. Then may he used the first of the skeleton texts,
John 14:1-3, to show the purpose of the Saviour in leaving
the earth; and after some pertinent comment, Heb. 9:28
may he introduced to suhstantiate the promise to return; fol-
iowed by the third of the skeleton texts, Acts 1:9-11, to pre-
sent the manner and the glory of his appearing with his holy
retinue; and the last of the texts, 1 Thess, 4:16, 17, to pre-
sent the result of the Lord’s coming and the work that then
will be performed. The sermon may end with such an ex-
tempore peroration as the speaker’s oratorical powers make
possible when connected with the blessing of God, which, if
carnestly sought, will accompany hiz effort. .

It is to be understood that what I present is but the
skeleton of both the sermon and the argument. The
comment, the real argument, the interesting story, if you
will, is to be interwoven among the anchor or skeleton
texts, extempore, as it were, bringing them out from the
" storehouse of your memory as they occur to you or seem to
apply aptly. The freedom and the earnestness with which
all this may be used, the mind being free and untrammeled
by notes, will perhaps be a genuine surprise and cause for
thankfulness. Knowing in advance what skeleton text is to -
follow the one last used, the mind is at ease and can emyploy
itself in the production of whatever quantity of matter it
sees fit between texts, always being able to take up the
original line of argument just where it was laid down in or-
der to intreduce the extraneous subjects.

W, 8. CHAPMAN.

N



N
. Misgionary "Colunteer
: Department

Missionary Volunteer Society Programs

for Week Ending February 5

1. Review the Morning Wateh texts, ,

2. Bible Study: “The Two Covenants.”” This impertant
subject is worthy very careful preparation and presentation.

3. Standard of Attainment Quiz: Heb. 8:6,7, 9,13.

4. Reports of working bands.

5. Social meeting.

6. Juniors: A special Bible study has been prepared for
the Juniors this week. Let the children add, from the Bible,
illustrations showing the reward of chedience and the folly
of disohedience. Two boys may give the dialogue ‘Making
Oneself Obey.’’ Encourage the bringing in of reports of
work done, and in every study and lesson seek to impress the
idea that the children are receiving, in order that they may
give.

G The Two Covenants

A7, TheéFirst, or 0ld, Covenant. Heb. 8:13,7. Notes 1, 2,
Tt 'y .
+ . Made between God and Israel. Verse 9.
Made in connection with the giving of the law. BEx.
19:3-8; 24:3-7. Notes b, 6.
Conditions and benefits of. Ex, 19:5,6. -~
Conﬁrmed, or ratified, by blood.: Heb. 9:19, 20.
2, The New, or Second, Covenant. Note 7.
' Establishedupon *‘betierpromises.’” Heb. 8:6. Note8,
Conditions of. Note 9.
Mediator of. Heb, 3:14, 15, R. V. Note 10.
Formally made when Jesus instituted the Lord’s Sup-
per. Matt, 26:26-28,
Ratified by Christ’s death, Heb, 9:15-17; Gal. 3:15,

Similarities Between the Two Covenants
. Both are called covenants.
. Both were ratified with blood.
. Both were made ¢oncerning the law of God.
. Both were made with the people of God.
. Both were established upon promises,

O e D DD =

Dissimilarities Between the Two Covenants
0ld Cevenant New Covenant
Called the old covenant Called the new covenant,
Called the first covenant, Called the second covenant.
A temporary compact, An everlasting covenant.
Dedicated with the blood of  Ratified with the blood of
animals. Christ,
Was faulty. Is a better covenant.
Was established upon the  1Is established upon the prom-
promises of the people, ises of God.
Had no mediator. Has a mediator.
Had no provision for the for- Provides for the forgiveness
giveness of sins. of sins.
Under this, the law was writ- Under this, the law is writ-
ten on tables of stone. ten in the heart,
Wag of works. Is of grace. :
Conditions: Obeyandlive; dis- Conditions: Repent and be
obey and die. i forgiven; belleve and be
saved,

The New
L Tl 1 will do.

I will do all.

! I will do all, end-—will be your *
bemny. people, and I willbe + God, wnd ye shall be my .
your God., people, B ;
‘_“ v Theé First,”or Old Covenant i
“i.‘ ““As the Bible presents two laws, one changeless and
eﬁé‘ﬁ‘lql,‘ ‘the other provisional and temporary, so there are
twa éovenants, Thé covenant of grace was first made with
ma'iia' in'Eiden, when, after the fall, there was given a divine’
promise that the Seed of the woman should bruise the ser-
pent’shead. To all men, this covenant offered pardon, and.
the assisting grace of God for future obedience through faith
in'Christ. It also promised them eternal life on condition of
fidelity to God’s law. Thus the patriarchs received the hope

of salvation. "' — ¢ Patriarchs and Prophets,” page 370.

72" ¢ No one sheuld allow himself to be confused by the
terms first covenamt and second covenunt, While the eov-
enant made at Sinai is called the first eovenant, it is by no
means the first covenant that God ever made with wman.

. Thé Old
If, If ye. If ye will. If ye
will do.

If ye will do all.
If ye will do all, then—ye shall

I b
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Long before this he made a covenant with Abraham; he also
made a covenant with Noah, and with Adam. Neither must
it be supposed that the first or old covenant existed for a
time as the only covenant with mankind, and that this must
serve its purpose and pass away before any one could share
in the promised blessings of the second or new covenant. . . .
What is called the new or second covenant virtually existed
before the eovenant made at Sinai; for the covenant with Abra-
ham was confirmed in Christ { Gal. 3:17), and it is only through
Christ that there iz any value to the new or second cov-
enant.”’

3. “‘Under this covenant the people promised to keep all
the commandments of God in order to be his peculiar people,
and this without help from any one. This was virtually a
promise to make themselves rightevus. But Christ says,
‘ Without me ye can do nothing.’ John 15:5. . . . The only
perfect righteousness is God's righteousness, and this can be
obtained ouly through faith in Christ.””

4. “The chief fault in connection with the old covenant
lay with the people. They were not able in themselves to
fulfil their part of it, and 1t provided them no help for so
doing, There was no Christ init, It was of works and not
of grace. It was valuable only as a means of impressing
upon them their ginfulness and their need of divine aid.”

B. ““We here have the complete account of the making of
the firstor old covenant. God promised to make them his pe-
culiar people on condition that they would keep his command-
ments, Three times they promised to obey. The agree-
ment was then ratified, or sealed, with blood.”’

6. ““The ten commandments were ihe ‘covenant’ to
which the Lord referred, when, in proposing to make a cov-
enant with Israel, he said, *If ye will obey my voice indeed,
and keep my covenant,’ ete. Ex, 19:5. The ten command-
ments were termed God’s covenant before the covenant was
made with Israel: hence they cannot be the old covenant it
self. They were not an agreement made, but something
which God commanded them to perform, and promised bless-
ing upon condition they were kept. Thus the ten command-
ments— God’s covenant—hecame the basis of the covenant
here made with Israel. The old covenant was made eoncern-
ing the ten commandments, or, as staled in Ex. 24:8, ‘con-
cerning all these words.” A covenant means asolemn pledge
or promise based on conditions.”’

The New, or Second, Covenant

7. “The Abrahamic covenant was ratified by the blood of
Christ, and it is called the ‘second,’ or ‘new’ covenant, be-
cause the blood by which it was sealed was shed after the
blood of the first covenant. That the new covenant was valid
in the days of Abraham, is evident from the fact that it was
then confirmed both by the promise and by the cath of God,
—the ‘two immutable things, in which it was impossible for
God to lie.” ”’—** Putriorchs and Prophets,’” puge 371

8. ‘‘Thenew covenant is an arrangement for bringing man
\again into harmony with the divine will, and placing him
where he can keep God’s law, Its ‘better promises’ bring
forgiveness of sins, grace to renew the "heart, and power to
obey the law of God. The dissolution of the old covenant and
the making of the newinno wise abrogated the law of God. '’

9. ‘‘These are simply the blessings of the gospel through |
Christ. They are promiséd upon condition of repentancé,’
confession, faith, and acceptance of Christ, the Mediator of ~
the new covénant, which teans salvation and obedience. "In
the old eovenant there was no provision for pardon ahd power
to obey, It is trag therd was pardon during the time of the
‘old covenant, but hot by virtue of it. Pardon then, as now,
was through the provisicns of the new covenant, the terms
of which are older than the old covenant.”

10, ¢'The fact that Christ, as mediator of the second cov- |
enant, died for the remission of the transgressions that were
under the first covenant, shows that there was no forgive-
ness by virtue of the first covenant.”’ o

Read carefully “‘Patriarchs and Prophets,’” pages 370-372.

(The uotes and iltustrations used in this lesson, not other-

wise credited, are from ‘‘Bible Readings for the Home Cir-
cle,” pages 397-404.) ‘ -
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For the Juniors
The Twe Ways

1. God’s Way,

A narrow way. Matt, 7:14.
The way of truth, Ps. 119:30.

Leads to life. Matt. 7:14.
2. Man’s Way.
Alying way. Ps. 119:29.
A way that ““seemeth right.”” Prov, 14:12,
Leads to destruction, Matt. 7:13.

The Narrow Way and the Broad Way

For hundreds, yes, thousands of years, the Lord has told
people about the two ways—the way that seems hard, and
narrow, and straight, but that leads to life; and the way
that is broad angd smooth (how we do like a smooth road to
walk onl) and free and easy and pleasant.

The narrow way! It is the way of ohedience. Often it
is an uphill read. There are stones in it that bruise the feet,
and thorns that wound them. If welook at the people walk-
ing in this way, we notice, first of all, that they are few in
number. They are poor. Many of them are unlearned.
They are scorned by the world. They have no great honors,
few rich friends, little that the world counts of value, But
they have chosen (fod’s way, they hear his voice speaking to
their hearts, and they know that if they follow on faithfully,
it will lead them to the heavenly eity, to eternal life, and to
Jesus. .

But the way of obedience isn’t an eagsy way to walk in.
Remember that. It led the three Hebrews right into the
flery furnace. It cast Daniel into the den of lions., It led
John the Baptist into a prison cell and fo the headsman's
block. It led Jesus up the hill of Calvary, The way of obe-
dience is indeed a narrow way, but nol so narrow that the
Father’s eye fails to see it or his angels to guard it. It
is a good way; for it is God's way.

The broad way! 'This is the way of self, the way of dis-
obedience. When we are young, we are like persons stand-
ing in a field—we do not see very far. A bit of woods hides
our view here, a hill shuts it off there, a group of farm
buildings in another place. As far as we can see, the broad
way looks rather pleasant—so many good times, such light-
hearted laughter, so much excitement. But as we grow
older, we are like those whoe climb up on a high mountain—
we gee farther. We see that even in this life the broad way,
the way that ‘‘geemeth right”’ in a person’s own eyes, is a
hard way, a lying way, a way that leads to sorrow and mis-
ery and death.

Cain, “‘the first murderer, was a man who wanted his
own way. That was why he was the first murderer. Not
God’s way, not Abel’s way; his own way. That Abel was
following the divine command, and that he was discbeying it,
made no difference in Cain’s eyes. His way ought to bé as
good as Abel’s way, his sacrifice ag acceptable as Abel’s; so
he argued; and he would listen to nothing elze.”

People try to have their own way because they think it
will make them happy. But it never does, There is no hap-
piness Tor anyone except in giving up his own way and choog-
Ing God’s way. This is the way of peace, the way of joy, the
way of life.. ‘‘The gentle Abel knew if. Cain scouted it,”’

Which way shall we chooge? A B. B

. lilastrations of Obedience

THERE was once a locomotive rushing swiftly along in a
gtorm, with an immenge train of cars behind it, crowded with
people. All of a sudden the engineer saw through the sheets
of rain driven by ihe wind a red light gleaming out. He
knew that meant danger. Quick as a {lash he moved a
lever, and the obedient train stopped al once. A few feet
farther, and they would all have been plunged over a broken
bridge into a river.

Again, a vast steamship was plunging along in a fog.
She was b stening, for she was behind time, and the hun-
dreds of passengers on board were anxious to reach the end
of their journey. Like a flash there came to the pilot

through the fog just the gleam of a vessel’s signal lights.
He touched an electric button, a bell rang far below him, the
engineet heard it, moved a lever, and the great engine at
once reversed its motion, just in time to prevent a fearful
coliligion.

Boys, girls, many and many a time, as you go on in life,
it will be a life-or-death matter with you whether you obey
your Master well or ill. You will never make a mistake if
you do just as he tells you, and just what he tells you, and
just when he tells you.—Wells.

)

Making Oneself Chcy

Jokn: *I can’t make myself do right, even when I want
to.”’

Henry: *“Did you ever see any one who had aphasia? »*

John: © What a queer word! What does it mean?

Henry: ‘“ Aphasia Is a disease that makes it impossible for
a person to use the word he wants to use. Tor nstance, if a
man is sick in that way, and wants to say, ‘Pass me the
bread, please,’ he is just as likely to say, ‘Paint me the lo-
comotive.””’

Jokn: ““ Why, what a funny disease

Henry: “Yes, and a terrible diseast, when one can’t make
his tongue say what he wants it to say. Have younever geen
any one with the rickets?”

John: ‘*No; what’s the rickets?’” - :

Henry: “‘That’s a disease in which the bones lose all their
stiffness, and become like jelly, so that -the poor man can-
not walk straight, or even stand up.”’

John: *‘How dreadful!”’ .

Henry: **It makes some difference, then, does it, whether
one’s feet mind him or not?

Jokn: ‘“Why, of course.”

Henry: “‘Now, John, you think these are terrible dis-
eases, but I just heard you say yourself that you can’t make
yourself do right, even when you want to. Why, that is
all that is the matter with the man who has aphasia,—he
can’t make his tongue speak right when he wants to. And
the man with the rickets can’t make his feet walk right when
he wants to. 'Then there is the drunken man, who has no
control over himself at all.  You don’t want to class yourself
with these, do you? Now I want to tell you, John, that you
can make yourself do right if you want to. There may come
a time, however, if you don’t use this power, when it will
be taken away from you.”

John: ‘ No aphasia or rickets for me! Atleast I'm going
to try to keep my feet and my tongue obedient.”” —Adapied.

Missionary Volunteer Society Programs
for Week Ending February 12

1. BPECIAL temperance music.

2. Prayer.

3. Responsive Reading: ‘‘Eating and Drinking to God’s
Glory.”? -

[RE]

Leader Members
Isa. 5:11 Isa, 5:12
Lev. 10:8,9 Isa. 24:9
Prov. 31:4 Isa, 28:1
- Prov. 21:17 Prov, 23:21
.Hab. 2:15 Prov. 20:1
Prov. 28:29 Prov. 28:30
Verse 31 : Verse 3-
1 Cor, 6:9,10 . Judges 13:4
Verse 19 1 Cor, 6:20
1 Cor, 10:21

4. Three seven-minute talks: *‘ Intemperance and National
Decay,”” ““The Menace of the Liquor Traffic to Non-Dyink-
ers,”” and ‘‘What Happens When a Town Goes Dry.”
Material for all these may be found in the new Temperance
Instructor. The speakers to whom these topics are assigned
will find it helpful to have one or more temperance posters
te emphzsize the points made. A card sent to the American
¥ssue Publishing Company, Westerville, Ohio, requesting a
catalogue of their temperance posters and cartoons, will se-
cure this booklet free of charge, Tt containg a great deal of

valuabl . up-to-Aar A atinn. hesides giving in miniature
a lavge ~n°- A posters dealing with
the @

arly; then vou will




]

have time to study it, and decide what posters to order for
your meeting. :

5. Reading: ‘‘One Man’s Experience With Aleohol*’ {(Fn-
sructor, page 27).

6. Five-minute talk on ** Why Sign the Pledge?’’ If pos-
sible, the speaker should secure, before the meeting, a num-
ber of copies of a good pledge, and at the close of his talk
invite those to sign who wish to do so. If he does not have
the pledges at.the time, the names can be taken, and the
pledges procured and signed later. (From the conference
Missionary Volunteer secretary, three kinds of pledges may
be seeured: A lithographed pledge against liquor and tobaceo;
a lithographed pledge against liguor, tobacce, tea, coffee,
ete.; and a plain pledge against liquor. The first and second
are two cents each, the third is one cent.)

7. Five-minute talk on ‘““How to Sell the nséructor Tem-
perance Annual.”’ Let the speaker note that 1916 is a ‘‘ tem-
perance year.”’ All the temperance forces are planning to
make this a year of advance, One or two model canvasses
may be given,

8. Close with a temperance song and the benediection.

For the Juniors

1. OPENING Song: No. 510, ‘* Christ in Song.”’

2. Responsive Reading: ‘‘Our Reasonable Service.”

8. Arrange the artiele, ‘‘What Happens When a
Town Goes Dry,”’ to beigiven ag a dialogue, with questions
and answers. Seven boys may take part. Number one, the
Investigator, will ask the gquestions and make notes. The
others, re}ﬁesenting the Meat Market QOperator, the Lumber
and Coal Man, the Jeweler, the Dry Goods Man, the Real
Estate Man, and the Chief of Police, will respond with the
information given. (The material for this, as well as for the
two following numbers, is found in the New Temperance In-
structor.)

4. Recitation: ‘‘Is This Your Job?"”’ {Small boy.)

6. Reading: ** Mary Elizabeth.’’
and read by three girls.)

6. Talk by the leader: ““Why We Should Sell the In-
structor Temperance Annual.”” A call for canvasses may
Ee] responded to by two children giving those suggested

elow.

7. Signing the pledge.

8. Closing song and prayer.

Model Canvasses

( HoLpiNg the paper by the top, with the front cover to
the customer, say:—)

“Thig is the new Instructor Temperance Annual. Ten
strong temperance articles, gix fine stories, and dozens of
short incidents and facts. Every one loves the story of Mary
Elizabeth. Wouldn’t you like to vead it 7 There isn’t a dull
line i,r’\ the paper, and the price is only ten cents. Thank
you.

(Holding the paper at the top, with the front cover right
. side out to the customer, say:—)

“‘Good morning! I have brought you the new Instructor
Temperance Annual, and the best one printed so far. It tells
what happens to a town when the saloong go, and some of the
things that happen when they stay. It shows why we should
vote for temperance, and the progress the temperance cause
is making., It has stories for men, and for women, and two
splendid stories for children. The price is only ten cents.

Thank you. "’
Our Reasonahle Service
“ COME, ye ehildren, harken unto me: I will teach you the
fear of the Lord.’’ Pa. 34:11

“ Train wp o childim the woy he should go: and when he
is old, he will not depart from it.”’ Prov. 22:6

“Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is your reasonable service. ”” Rom. 12:1.

“And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord; and great
shall be the peace of thy ehildren, *' Isa. 54:18,

‘“ Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not
bread? and your labor for that which satisfieth not ? harken
diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let
your soul delight itself In fathess.’ Isa. 556:2,

< “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him
that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come.
And whosoever will, let him take the water of Ufe freely.”’
Rev. 22:17.

“It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor
any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or
is made wezk, ** Rom. 14:21.

{This may be divided, .
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“ We then thot are strong ought to bear the inflrmities of
the wealk, and not to please ourselves.’”” Rom, 15:1.

“Study to show thyself apé)roved unto God, 2 workman
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth. ”* 2 Tim. 2:16.

‘" And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the
nome of the Lord Jesus, '’ Col. 3:17.

‘“ Abstain from all appearance of evil.”” 1Thess, 5:22.

“ Awoid it, pass not by @, turn from 4, and poss away. 7’
Prov. 4:15.

““Blessed is he that endureth temptation. ™’
firat part.

Y For when he is tried, he shall veceive the crown of life,
which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. " James
1:12, last part.

James 1:12,

Missionary Velunteer Society Programs for
Week Ending February 19

Seniors

1. ReviEw Morning Watch texts for two weeks.

2, Reports of working bands.

3, Bible study: '‘The Home and the Family.” Seek to
make this practical subject a real blessing to every home
represented in the society. Arrange the study so a num-
ber may take part. .

4. Standard of Attainment Quiz: Ps. 127:1; Col. 3:20.

b, In the mission study this week, use the new detail
map of the Malaysian Mission field, given in the Instructor
of February 8, marking the stations on the large map.
Be sure that the geography of this important field, as
well as its organization into mission divisions, is clear to
all. Read the first part of the arlicle, ‘*The Malaysian
Mission Field and the Philippine Islands,’’ in the Instruetor
of February 8; study the accompanying table. See also
‘ An Outline of Mission Fields,”” pages 105, 140-142. Let
some® one give a short talk on ““The Fruits of Faith in
Malaysia,”’ using the incidents given in this week’s as-
signment in the GAZETTE.

Juniors

Scripture Reading: 1 John 2:1-12, 28, 29,

Memory Verse: 1 John 4:20.

Bible Study: The leader should emphasize, in a brief
talk or exercise, some of the ways that love will manifest
itzelf in the home. Let the children help in this Young
people of the Junior age have very clear ideas concerning
the duties of parents and teachers as well as what consti-
tutes ‘‘an ideal daughter’ or ‘“a model son.’”’ Tactfuily
encourage them to give expression to their thoughts on
these subjects.

Recitations: The three poems will give opportunity for
the youngest Junior as well as the oldest. to recite.
““Helping Mother’ may be given either as a reading or a
recitation, and ‘‘A Picture Talk’’ may be given by one of
the older children,

Be sure the Juniors are able to locate the Malaysian
Mission field, name the largest islands and the prineipal
cities, and tell something about our work there,

Missionary Reading: * How the Children Help.”’

The Home and the Family

1. Fhe First Home,
In Eden. Gen. 2:8.

2, Foundation of @ Happy Home.
Love to God. Ps, 127:1; Duet. 6:6, 7.
Prayer, Gen. 12:8.

3, The Members of the Family.

Husbands and wives, Col. 3:19; 1 Peter 31, 7;
Prov. 31:11, 12,

Fathers. Eph. 6:4; Prov. 4:1; Gen. 18: 19,
Mothers Prov. 31: 21, 26-29; Isa. 66: 18,
Children, Eph, 6 1-3; Prov. 1: 3; Col. 3: 20.

The First Home

“The home of our first parents was to be a pattern for
other homes as their children should go forth to oceupy the
earth. That home, beautified by the hand of God himself,
wasg hot a gorgeous palace, . , . God placed Adam in a gar-
den. This wag his dwelling. The blue heavens were its
dome; the earth, with its delicate flowers and carpet of liv-
ing green, was its floor; and the leafy branches of the goodly
trees were its canopy.’’ — “Patriarchs and Prophets,” p. 49.

Foundation of a Happy Heme

‘“First, last, and all the time, have Christin your howe **

- Talmage.
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“‘If there ever was a time when every house should be
a house of prayer, it is now.”’

““A wetl-ordered Christian household is a powerful argu-
ment in favor of the reality of the Christian religion.”’

““The influence of an ill-regulated family is widespread,
and disastrous to all society. 1t acewmulates in a tide of
evil that affects families, communities, and governments.”

*From every Christian home a holy light should shine
forth. Love should be revealed in action. It should flow
out in all home intercourse, showing itself in thoughtful
kindness, in gentle, unselfish courtesy.”’

“A church within a chureh, a republic within a republic,
a world within a world, is spetied by four letters — h-o-m-e!
If things go right there, they go right everywhere; if things
go wrong there, they go wrong everywhere.’’ — Talmiage.

““Let the home be full of sunshine. This will be worth
far more to your children than lands or money, Let the
home love be kept alive in their bearts, that they may look
back upon the home of their childhood as a place of peace
and happiness next to heaven. " — ‘' Patricrehs and Prophets,”
page 176.

“In too many households prayer is neglected. Parents
feel that they have no time for morrning and evening
worship. They cannot spare a few moments to be spent in
tharking God for his abundant mercies, . . . They have no
time to offer a prayer for divine help and guidance, and for
the abiding presence of Jesus in the household.”

“True family worship is a fountain that brings streams
of holy influence into every part of the household. It is a

vase of perfume that sheds fragrance over all. It goftens
agperities. It quells anger. Itquietsimpatience. Itsettles
differences. It subdues evil passions, Hearts that are

drawn together at God’s feet every day cannot get very far
apart. 'The frictions of the day are forgotten when all
voices mingle in the same heavenly song. The altar in the
midst wonderfully hallows and sweetens the home fellowship.”*
—J. R. Miller.

The Members of the Family

““L et the husband and the wife study each other’s happi-
ness, never failing in the small courtesies and little kindly
acts that cheer and brighten the life.”

Home'is a place of ‘‘caring and sharing.”” Caring for one
another, loving one another, helping one another, cheering
one another; and sharing in the love, the blessings, the work,
the self-denial, that go to make up its daily happiness,

“Children as well ag parents have important duties in the
home. They should be taught that they are a pari of the
bome firm. They are fed and ciothed and loved and cared
for; and they should respond to these many mercies by bear-
ing their share of the home burdens, and bringing ail the
happiness possible into the family.”” — “The Ministry of
Healing,” page 394,

“The most perfect home [ ever saw was a little house
into the sweet incense of whose fires went no costly things,
A thousand dollars served as a year's living for father, moth-
er, and three children. But the mother was the creator of
the home. Her relations with the children were the most
beautiful I have ever seen; every inmate of the house invol-
untarily looked into her face for the keynote of the day, and
it always rang clear. From the rosebud or the clover leaf
which she always found to put beside our plates at break-
fast, down to the story she had on hand to read in the even-
ing, there was no intermission of her influence. She has al-
ways been, and always will be, my ideal of a mother, wife,
and home maker.’— Helen Hunt Jackson. .

It has been fruly said that in a Christian home every
member of the family will live the religion of Christ, ‘“We
should be just as sunny inside our own doors as on the street.
Courtesy that changes to rudeness when We cross our own
threshold is no courtegy at all, We should always be at our
hest among those we love best. We ought to bring the sweet-
est things of our hearts into our homes. Outside them, we
have to be on guard, The world has no patience with our
ill temper and our bad manners. A moment’s petulance, a
single gruff reply or uncivil word, or the want of courtesy in

v
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the smallest thing, may cost us a friend, or lose us a cus-
tomer, or mar our reputation. But at home this pressure is
removed. We are sure of the hearts there. We have no fear
of losing their esteem or regard.”

“I have no theories of fatherhood to present, only a ra-
diant memory. . . . Father never made us boys a promise
which be did not keep; never deceived us; when he wished us
to obey him, never spoke more than onee; and never required
the formation of an intellectual or moral habit which he did
not himself exemplify. We were taught by example a rev.
erence for sacred things, a respect for age, and a thoughtful
courtesy toward women. Another invaluable lesson taught
by example was industry. We were to do with our might
whatever our hands found to do, simply becaunse it was right
to work that way., Moreover, we were to be generous inour
living. We were to help—to help each other, and to help
God save the world. Therefore we must give of our time,
our talents, our money, to assist in every good work. Ir the
darkest days one-tenth of the scanty earnings was set aside
as consecrated money, and given away as oceasion served.”

Brothers and sisters in a home bave an important respon-
sibility not only to their parents and to the home as a whole,
but to one another. How far-reaching has been the tender
mfluence of many a gentle, praying sister on the life of a
self-willed boy! What a tower of strength and eomfort to
the shrinking girl has been her knowledge of an older broth-
er’s loyalty and steadfastness and honor! Strange that “there
are sisters who could speak to almost any human being about
the religious life sooner than to their own brothers.’’ Yet it
is at home that the light shining into the heart should burn

most clear and bright. ‘‘Go home to thy friends,”’ said Jesus
to the one from whom he had cast out the demons, ‘‘and teil
them how great things the Lord hath done for thee.’’ Andit
was to hiz own brother Simon, wilful, impetuous, full of
self-esteem, that Andrew firat carried the word that he had
found Jesus. ‘‘He used his brotherhood for the highest,
holiest purpose.’”” Dare we look for wider fields of service
50 long as there i8 In our own home one who has not at least
Feard? the word of life from our lips, and seen its fruit in our
ives?

+-

For the Juniors

Trifles
A LITTLE bit of Patience often makes the sunshine come,
And a little bit of Love makes a very happy home,
A little bit of Hope makes a rainy day look gay,
And a little bit of Charity makes glad a weary \g’a o
—Selected,

Which One Loved Best?

“1 LOVE you, mother !’ said little Jobn;
Then forgetting his work, his cap went on,
And he was off to the garden swing,
Leaving his tmother the wood to bring,

‘1 love you, mother,’” said rosy Nell,

1 love you better than tongue can tell.””
Then she teased and pouted full half the day,
Till her mother rejoiced when she went to play.

“1 lpve you, mother,” said litile Fan,
““Today I will help you all I can.”
S0 to the cradle she softly crept
And rocked the baby until it slept.

Then stepping softly, she took the broom,
And swept the floor and dusted the room.
Gentle and happy all the day was she,
Helpful and cheerful as child could be.

1 love you, mother,’” again they said—
These children three when going to bed.
How doyou think that mother guessed
Which one really loved her best?
—Selected.

Ouly One Mother

HUNDREDS of stars in the pretty sky,
Hundreds of shells on the shore together,
Hundreds of birds that go singing by,
Hundreds of bees in the sunny weather,
Hundreds of dewdrops to greet the dawn,
Hundreds of lambs in the purple clover,
Hundreds of butterflies on the lawn, —
But only one mother the wide world over,
° — Selected.
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Helping Mother

I wanT to tell you about a queer thing that happened toa
little girl. This little girl, whose name was Bess, loved her
mother dearly, as she thought, and was very fond of telling
her so. But, unfortunately, she did not love her mother
encugh to help her. She played and had a good time from
morning till night, and never offered to do anything for her
hard-working mother.

At last there came a day when something very queer hap-
pened. Farly in the morning Bess threw her arms around
her mother’s neck, as she was about to go out of doors to play,
and tried tosay, ‘T love you, mother.”” But to her complete
astonishment, she didn’t say those words at all, but said, in-
stead, **1°11 help you, mother 1’

Bess’s mother was indeed pleased. Her little danghter
had never done anything like that before. So she kissed Bess,
and thanked her, and set her to paring potatoes. Bess didn’t
know what to make of it, and was a little frightened, but
she went bravely fo work and pared the potatoes, though it
looked very tempting out of doors, And her mother worked
with her, so happy thai she was singing all the tlme

When they finished, Bess was so happy that sle threw her
arms around her mother’s neck a second time, saymg, as be-
fore, ““T'll help you, mother dear!” But this time Bess re-
ally meant it, for she had found out how delightful it was to
help mother; and from this time on she not only loved her

A}

mother, but she showed her love in kind and helpful ways,

and so loved her mother more and more. — Asmos E. Wells.

A Picture Talk

OBTAIN & large picture of a boy or a girl, or, still better,
draw one on the blackboard. Over this picture pin pieces of
paper, concealing the different parts of it in such a way that
the pieces can be removed one by one as the talk proceeds.”

Firgt, let the speaker say what the ears of the child can
do to make 2 happy home. They ecan listen attentively and
accurately, so that the child will remember what father and
mother say, not forgetting their werds of advice and their
instructions.

Next, the feet of the picture may be shown. They canrun
errands quickly; they can dance briskly about the house;
they can be quiet when mother has a headache; they can be
active in pleasant games.

Then disclose the eyes of our good boy or girl,
be free from angry tears; they will not look freiful;
will not flash fire; they will be bright and cheery.

Then the hands. Warm they are to be, and loving, ready
to take up helpful duties, ready to smooth tired foreheads.

The mouth of the child may next be shown—a mouth not
for pouting, not for angry words, not for whimpering; but a
month for merry laughter, a mouth for kisses, a mouth for
kind and gentle words.

And, lastly, remove the paper from the heart. Here is
where must live the master of the feet and ears, eyes and
hands and mouth; and if all these are to be happy and use-
ful, that master must be Jesus Christ. If he is in the heart,
then the ehild will be helpful and happy in the home, —
Selected.

They will
they

—_

Notes on the Mission Studies

A Church in Singapore |

WE have had the joy of baptizing ten more converts at
Singapore. They seem all the more precious because they
have been won to the love of the truth in the face of oppo-
sition, Many methods have beer employed to hinder our
work, which naturally necessitated our doing some steady
pulling upsiream, and holding each fortas we pushed onward,
This was done, and we were able to build a fine church in
view of the main thoroughfare of the city, Truly God has
wrought for his work. There ave sixty ehurch members, and
over one hundred members of the Sabbath school.

As scores of the happiest young people of Singapore are
seen going to and coming from this memorial -f present truth,
it is verily a witness that the Lord is with this g0$pel =G
Jo’nes, 1J12
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Faithfulaess Rewarded

WHILE at Kota Bharu, Kelantan, several hundred miles
up the east coast of the Malay Peninsula, where none of our
people have ever been before, 1 had the privilege of baptiz-
ing a young man about twenty years old, with his mother.
They are Eurasians, and were born in Singapore, By faith-
fulness in his daily work he has gained the love and confldence
of his employer, 3o that he is allowed the Sabbath free, Every
morning while I was there, this young man was up and off
to his work long before the hour for beginning, and several
times he went two miles fp the home of his employer very
eatly in the moraing, while many others were siill asleep, to
help him with the business. Such young people enjoy their
labors, and they beecome indigpensable. He has copied out-
lines of all the points of doctrine, and intends to iry to teach
the truth ag the way opens.—F. A, Detamore.

Persecuted for His Faith

. WE have been studying for some time with a young Arab
Mohammedan. His uncle, with whom he stays, is a Moham-
medan priest. Suspecting the young man to be studying the
Christian re]igion he often searched his room, and wrote to
the young man's father who in turn wrote a very cruel letter,
disowning his son, One of the young man’s friends often
came to his room and would ask about the Christian religion;
for along time the yoyuth professed ignorance, but this friend
came so often, and seemed so eager to learn, that he finally
thought it safe, and began to tell him about the Christian’s
hope and religion, Then this “friend,’’ who was a much
larger man, caught him and held a lighted cigar to his neck,
He succeeded in freeing himself, but not until he was badly,
burned. This, instead of discouraging him, made his faith
all the stronger. He is a firm believer in prayer, and says
that God has answered his prayers many times. His uncle is
soon to go away, and then he hopes to be able to atiend
chureh more regularly. —Mrs, Roy Mershon.

“To Every Tribe and Nation™

Our first tent effort in Singapore was held Sept. 9-to Oct,
15, 1913, with a4 good attendence from the first. We found
it difficult to secure a place for the tent, but at last a man
gave us the use of his property free of charge. Our congre-
gations were composed of FHuropeans, Eurasians, Chinese,
Japanese, Tamils, Jews, and others. All gave earnest atten-
tion to the preaching of the Word gome becoming very much
interested.

Especially among the Chinese was a good interest aroused,
and each week many came for private Bible studies, which
were given through an interpreter. * A number began to
keep the Sabbath, and we hope they will develop into sub-
stantial members.

It is inspiring to behold the faces of heathen men as they
learn the simple story of redemption and the love of God,
and grasp the promises of the Bible, by faith making them
their own. The great lines of prophecy serve to establish
thelr faith in the Bible. So many events that have been
foretold have already come to pass, just as predicted, that
they can notbut feel confident that what still remains will also
be fulfilled. They learn that God tells things before they
take place; men record them afterward; but idols and images
do neither.~F. A4, D'(etwmore.

Prayer Answered

ON my last trip to Java I traveled second cliss. As the
Tood was poor and other surroundmgs not very pleasant, a
wave of disconteni crept over me, and I began to question
why I had to make sitich sacrifices, and be away from home
so much of the time. ~After much earnest prayer the light
began to drive the clouds away, and I found a great burden’
on my soul to lift our people to a higher plane of Christian
living. [ knew that there were two members of our Batavia
church who were using opium, and I knew that they wanted
the vietory over this' bad habit, o T hagan to prav £ ‘the
power that il seemod to me I haﬂ 5 i+ elaim” 'ge

tPl ot P | - =3
- - Lot R - R |
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I stopped only a day at Batavia, Java, and went on to
the other end of the island to spend about a week with our
missionaries there. All the while I was on the journey there
and back to Batavia, this burden grew for these two native
brethren. I realized as never hefore how Moses felt when
he asked that his name might be blotted out of the book of
life unless Israel could be forgiven.

When I reached Batavia again, I told my feelings to the
workers there, and we united in urging our petitions before
the Lord, We went to vigit these and other brethren and
sisters who were in need of a revival, We held meetings
every night for about a week. The first night we asked
those who felt the need of special help, to raise their hands,
and several asked for this blessing. We organized the
whole church info a prayer band, pleading especially for
these souls who realized their need, and who desired vietory.

Omne day when we were visiting one of the men who used
opium, we found him in the midst of the struggle, for he
had gone several days without using it. With pleading eyes
he looked at me, and asked if 1 didn’¢ have somme obat (medi-
¢ine) that would take the desire away from him., Pointing
to heaven, I told him that God had the obat¢ that he needed,
and that il he put his trust in him, he would take the desire
“from him, but he must be willing to give his life if need be.
He at onee grasped the promise of the Lord and trusted for
vietory, and I think never used the drug again. At any rate
he found complete victory, though it was after a hard strug-
gle. He became so weak that he could hardly walk alone.

The other brother didn’t have quite so striking an expe-
rience, but still I believe he has the victory. Qthers con-
fessed their sins, and found forgiveness. I can truly say
that the joy of heaven has seemed more real in anticipation
to me ever since that experience. Love filled my heart, and
1 longed to he used more often in bringing the lost to a clean
life in Chyist. All this is ours for the agking and believing.
—F. A. Detanmore,

A Call From Borneo

A FEW months ago, in company with our Chinese evange-
list, Brother Xong, and family, I left Sandakan for Jessel-
ton, a seaport on the west coast of British North Borneo,
And while opening up an cutstation in Jesselton, I took a
trip up into the interior. There are only three short railway
lines in all Borneo—one seven miles in length in Sarawak,
one about the same length on the island of Labuan, and the
one under consideration which iz eighty-five miles long.

I went up the line about sixty miles, and remained all
night at Beaufort, a town of about 2,000 population, mostly
Chinese, There is a Chureh of England mission at this place.
The town is located up in the hills, and, locking in any di-
reetion, one can see the richness of Borneo’s tropical growth.
While here, 1 sold a number of Chinese pamphlets.

The next day I took the train back toward Jesselton, as
far ag Papar. Paparislocated on the Papar River, and the sur-
rounding country is the most beautiful of any I havé seen
in Borneo. The country iz very level. Ahout twenty or
thirty miles to the east arve the mountaing, rising te an altj-

_tude of several hundred feet. :

But who live on these beautiful plains? The Dusuns, one
of the native tribes of Borneo, The Dusuns are supposed to
be a mixture of Chinese and other native blood several gen-
orations baek, They till the soil, plant rice, and have coco-
nut plantations. They are very simple in their living, hav-
ing few wants. There are about 50,000 ¢f these people in
and around Papar. A few of them have aceepted Roman
Catholicism. Most of them are heathen, knowing nothing
about God. Their language is difficult, but this message
must be carried to them, 1 believe that a splendid work
could be done for this people.

A few more books were sold in Papar, and the next day
I returned to Jesselton, but with a greater burden for the
natives of Borneo. We surely must have a young couple
fresh from one of our schools at home, to work for the
Dusuns, —R. P, Montgomery,

How the Children Help

ArL the Juniors are interested in mission lands, and
can find many of them on the map. They know that the
beautiful island of Java is one of the Dutch Bast Indies,
and that it is a part of the great field called the Malaysian
Mission Field, There are two missions in Java—the East
Java Mission and the West Java Mission.

Brother Detamore tells us about 2 man in Surabaya, east
Java, who heard about the Sabbath truth, and believed it.
This man sajd:—

“God intends man to remember the ten commandments,
80 to help him he gave him ten fingers. It is only with our
eyes, ears, mouth, feet, and hands that we sin. When we
are tempted to go In wrong paths, our ten toes should re-
mind us of the ten commandments; and when tempted to
steal, ete., our ten fingers should do the same.’’ .

In Batavia, in the western part of Java, there is a e¢hurch.
The members, when they heard about the great suffering of
our people in Eurepe, expressed a willingness to do what
they could to help them. They took up a collection for
them, which amounted to $67 gold. .

Bister Phoebe Tunheim has worked very hard in Batavia,
and it cheers her heart to see the children willing to help.
She says:—

““During the last year our members have sold many papers,
tracts, and books. Some of the children take a part in this
work. They usually eome back with such happy faces, One
little girl only three years old is so interested fo hear the
story of Jesus. Her father (s a heathen, and she often talks
to him about Jesus and heaven.®’

One time when meetings were being held in Batavia,
Sister Tunheim wrote:—

‘* A Chinese woman, a heathen, who lives close by, comes
regularly to the meetings with her children, but her husband
is very bitter against religion. The smallest boy, enly three
years old, sits up in front and never moves during the service.
The dear little boy in his simple way showed his father, by
example, that the right way to worship was to kneel down
and pray to God, who is in heaven. ‘Do not worship those
burning sticks,’ he said, ‘but throw them away. They can-
not aksi selumet (give blessing).” When the father sees the
little fellow pray the Lord’s prayer, he strikes him hard.

“1 hope that the children in the homelands will pray for
the children here who are anxious to worship Ged. It is won-
derful to see some of these heathen who come with their
mouths full, of betel nuts and tobaceo, and then in a few
months their evil habits are entirely echanged, and their coun-
tenances are different.””

The same Jesus who blesged the gift of the little lad of
Galilee— * five barley Ioaves, and two small fishes ’’—to feed
a multitude, will bless the gifts of the children to day in break-
ing the bread of life to those who have it not. A. B. E

Missionary Volunteer Society Programs
for Week Ending February 26

Seniors

1. REviEw the Morning Watch texts.- :

2. Bible Study: “*The Matrriage Institution.”” The leader
should keep out of the presentation of this study any spirit
of frivolity or lightness, and see to it that it iz given with
the dignity its importance demands.

8. Standard of Attainment Quiz: 2 Cor. 6:14-16,

4. Migzion Study: Complete the study of the Malaysian
Mission fleld begun last week, by a talk or paper on
“*Inecidents in our work in Malaysia.”” (See ‘“Mission Mem-
ories From Malaysia,” in the Imstructor of February 15).
Begin the study of the Philippine [slands mission field. " Read
“*An Qutline of Migsion Fields,’” pages 105, 106, 142; also the
last part of the article ‘‘The Malaysian Mission Field and
the Philippine Islands,”™ in the Imsiructor of February 8§,
studying the accompanying table and the map until the
different points of interest are clearly fixed in mind.

Mission Reading: ‘' The Sabbath Test in Singapore.*’

B. Reports of working bands,

Juniors

In giving ‘“The Lesson of the T Sq]l;are,” emphasize the
thought that God wishes to send his blessings through us,
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first to those in our own homes, our own neighborhoods,
our own school, and then to those in distant lands., We must
not lose sight of the needs afar by keepinigour eyes fixed on
those near by we mustnot look so closely at the needs at
home that we fail to hear the call of the whitening fields
abroad,

Map Study: Use the map of the Philippine Islands that
appeared in the Fustructor of February 8, having it redrawn
on & lavger scale if possible, either on the blackboard or a
large sheet of paper. Locate the different fields and misson
stations.

Migsion Readings: ““What a Filipino Boy Is Enduring
for the Truth.”

The Marviage Institantion

1. Ordained in Eden. Gen. 2:18-24.

2. Recoguized by Christ. John 2:1-11; Mait. 19:6.

3. Warnings Against Marrying Unbelievers. Deut. 7:3,
43 2 Cor. 6:14-18.

4, Results of Not Following God’s Plan.

5. Value of High Idcals.

Ordained in Eden

“MARRIAGE is the goal of true affection. But we should
not rush to the goal with unseemly haste. Better consider
the step long and deeply. It is one of the most important
issues of life,”’

“TIf there is any subject that should be considered with
calm reason and unimpassioned judgment, it is the subject of
maryviage. If ever the Bible is needed as a counselor, it is
before taking a'step that binds persons together for life.’’

*If men and women are in the habit of praying twice a
day before they contemplate marriage, they should pray four
times'a day when such a step is anticipated. Marriage is
something that will influence and affeet your life, hoth in this
world and the world to come, ™’ .

““Marriage is honorable to all. 1t is the foundation of the
home. Out of it grow the fond relationships of father and
son, mother and daughter, brother and sister, husband and
wife. What loving words are these! Blot them from our
language, and with them that for which they stand, and who
would care longer to bear the burden of living? *’

Recognized by Christ

‘*A Jewish marriage was an impressive occasion, and its
Joy was not displeasing to the Son of man. By attending this
feast, Jesus honored marriage as a divine institution.’’ —
“The Desire of Ages,”” page 168. ’

Warnings Against Marrying Unbelievers

““Unless you would have a home where the shadows are
never lifted, do not unite yourself with one who is an enemy
of God."’

““If you find that you ave strangers to each other in the
things that matter most, and one only in the things that
matter least, then you are not lovers.”’ — Horne.

*“Hushand and wife should be able to kneel together in
simple trust and childlike humility before the throne of God.
In the realm of religion there should be no division of senti-
ment,”’

“‘Hundreds have sacrificed Christ and heaven in conse-
quence of marrying unconverted persons. Can it be that the
love and fellowship of Christ are of so little value to them
that they prefer the companionship of poor mortals? Is
heaven so little esteemed that they are willing to risk its en~
joymentg for ohe who has no love for the precious Saviour?’’
-—“Testimonies for the Church,” Vol. IV, page, 507.

““When one awakes to the consclousness of the faet that he
has formed or is forming a companionship with another whose
influence cannot bug hurt him and may perhaps destroy him,
there is only one true thing to do—it must be instantly given
up. A rabbit’s foot was caught in the hunter’s steel trap.
The little creature seemed to know' that unless jt could get
free, its life must soon be lost. So with a bravery which we
cannot but admive, it ghawed off its leg with its own teeth,
thug setting itself free, though leaving its foot in the trap.
But who will aay that it was not wiser thus to escape death,
aven with the loss of its foot, than it would have heen to
keep the foot and die?"'—J. B. Miller.
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Results of Not Following God’s Plan

The Bible abounds with examples of the sad results that
follow the marriage of the children of God to those who honor
him not. ‘““The sons of God,”’ the descendants of Seth,
“married the daughters of men,”’ the descendants of Cain.
““ All the barriers against evil being thus broken down, the
whole race was goon corrupted, violence filled the earth, and
the flood followed. ”’

In the hour of his adversity, the wife of Job, whose words
show her lack of sympathy with the motives that ruled the
patriarch’s life, utterly failed to be a help and comfors.
““Curse God, and die, >’ was her advice,

Esau’s heathen wives were not only ““a grief of mind?’’ to

his father and mother, but they became the mothers of arace
of idolaters, ! !

The wife of Lot longed for Sedom. Even when being hux-
ried out of the doomed city by the messengers from heaven,
she turned hack for one more look.

Samson, ‘‘ the strongest man, *? set apart from his earli-
est days te be the deliverer of Israel, proved the weakest to
registthe blandishments of the deceiving Delilah. His shame-
ful undoing should stand forever as a warning to young men
who have heard the call to the Master's service. )

Ahab—““ag if it had been a light thing for him to walk in
the sins of Jeroboam” - added to his crimes by taking fo
wife the heathen princess Jezebel. The next step immedi-
ately followed — ' and went and served Baal, and worshiped
him.”” The dark years of Israel’s history under this king
show plainly the results of this unholy alliance.

These sad bits of history that have come down to us
through so many troubled years are being relived in our own
days. Young men brought up in this truth, marrying those
who do not know and love it, areled to turn their backs upon
the work to which their lives have been dedicated. Givls
reared in Seventh-day Adventist homes are entyusting their
lives, their happiness, almost their very prospect of heaven,
to the careless keeping of those who have no love for the
truth, no interest in religions matters. Many cases could be
cited where the results of such marviages have proved the
truth of the solemn warning given to one who contemplated
such a step: “ Unless you would have a home where the
shadows are never lifted, do not unite yourself with one who
is the enemy of God.”” Two such are given here:—

““ A Bible worker, falling in love with an unbeliever, mar-
ried him, thinking to reform him and bring him into the truth.
Today she is the wife of a drunkard, and is very unhappy.’’

‘“ A young sister whe had been educated for the Lord’s
work, and was a teacher in our schools, became associated
with a man who was an unbeliever. He promised to place
no hindrance in her way, and that he would become 2 Sev-
enth-day Adventist himself as soon as they were married. Of
course the right time never came for him to take such a step.
After her marriage her religious life was lived alone, amid
much opposition, and sometimes real persecution, from her
husbhand. Several children were born into the family. The
mother insisted upon taking them to Sabbath school and
chuych with her, but the father positively forbade this. The
result was a constant warfare in the family over the subject
of the mother’s faith. As soon as the children were old
enough to choose between the father and the mother, the
father’s influence and commands kept them away from the
church; and still the mother had to live her life alone.”

- sy Value of High Ideals

True love will purify and not coarsen the ambitions; i%
will sanctify and not secularize the life,

In all the deportment of one who posgesses true love,
the grace of God will be shown. Modesty, simplicity, sin-
cerity, wmorality, and religion will characterize every step
toward an alliance in marriage.”

“Haf%iness is naturally the uppermost thought in the
minds of both when two young people meet and love. But
there is a nobler thing than happiness, of which they should
make sure. Can they help each other? Will she make him
a better man, truer, larger, worth more to the community,
worth more to the church, worth more to the caunse of God?
Will he, Yoving her, develop in her the finer womanhood,
lift her to a higher plane, show her a broader outlook?’'—
Margaret E. Sangster.

““Let those who are contemplating marriage weigh every
sentiment and wateh every development of character in
the one with whom they think to unite their life destiny.
Let every step toward a marriage alliance be characterized by
modesty, simpleity, sincerity, and an earnest purpose to
please and honor God. Marriage affects the after-life both
in this world and the world to come. A sincere Christian
will make noplans that God cannot approve.’’ — ““Ministry of
Healing,”’ page 869,



THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE 15

For the Juniors
The Lesson of the T Squnare

JOHN 1:7: *‘The same came for g W1tness
might beliave through him.”’

OBJECTS: A T square, such as is used by draftsmen,
Letters “G,”” 8,77 “B,”” cut out of cardboard.

Dear JUNIORS:—

I bave in my hand today as our object a T square, such as
carpenters and draftemen use in laying out their work. Itis
one of the most useful insbruments in the world, Ne build-
ing can be put up, no house planned, without wusing the T
sguare.

But like many other objects we have used, there is still
ancther meaning for us in the T square. It is a spiritual
meaning, a meaning for Christian boys and girls. )

We have often heard it said that a straight line is the
shortest distance between two points. But there is another
saying that is often just as true—that ‘‘the longest way
round is the shortest way home.”” And this is what the T
square teaches us, If I want to draw really straight lines
from the end of the long upright to the end of the crosspiece,
I have to go by the way of the center. In other words, I
make a right angle. ) .

Now: with the things ¢f God that is often the best way to
go. God led his chogen people out of Egypt into Cansan, not
by the way that would be a straight line into Canaan from
Egypt, but by a roundabout way. He knew that that way
was best for them. Sometimes in life we have to go atright
angles lo get there quickly. Some time ago in a Western
city a telegraph operator was locked out of the office where
he worked at night, because he had forgotten his keys. The
office was on the top floor of the big building, and he could
not make the other operator hear. So he went to another
telegraph station, called wp a distant city with which his
office had a connecting wire, and asked them to telegraph
back to his friend in the high building te come down and let
himn in. It was a case of going by the way of the right an-
gle or the square.

Now God has left us a method like that, of winning boys
and girls to Jesus. He himself could draw them to him
without our aid. But be prefers to use the square rather
than the straightline method. So he sends his message
through the center, and then out bo the end.

But I am puzzling you. Letb us take these letlersI have
here. The firstis G, thatsbands for “God.”’ Letus put thisletter
G at the end of the long upright piece of the square. Then
we will take this letter S, which stands for “self”” (yourself
and myselt), and put it right at the angle in the sgquare.
Then we will take the last letter B, which stands for ‘“‘broth-
er,”’ and put that at the end of the short arm of the square.

*Now let us take our lext and apply it. John was a wit-
ness that all men *“through him’’ might believe. Now letus
put “‘self”” for ‘‘John,’” and see what we have. Ourselves are
witnesses that through us men may believe. Now hegin
with God and see how the message goes. From G by way of
S to B. That is the message of the T square. God wants to
gend the message of his love to others by the way of us.
_And let me tell you, boys and girls, that many of God’s mes-
sages eome to others through you. Fathers and mothers
have often heard of Jesus’ love for them and have accepted
him, by the word of a little chiid.

Dr. Payson Hammond used to teli the boys and girls about
a little feliow who came home from a setvice Jike this, and,
going to his father, who did not Jove Jesus, elimbed into his
lap and said seriously, “Father, how old are you?”’

“I'm fifty, my son.”

“‘And how old was grandfather when he died?’”

““He was fifty-nine, my boy. Why do you agk?”

The little fellow waited a moment, and then remarked
thoughtfully, ‘Father, did you ever think you are almost as
old as grandfather was when he died?”’

“No, my boy, I never thought of that.”’

“Well, father, do you love Jesus?”’

The father thought very hard for a moment before he

. that all

spoke. Then he said slowly, ‘Y am afraid, my boy, 1 do not,
as I ought.””

*“Then, father,”” said the little chap, euddling up to his
daddy, “‘don’t you think you ought to before you get as old
as grandfather?”’

The father saw the point, and gave his heart to Jesus.

So it is, boys and girls, that you can win one anothier and
even your parents to Christ. God counts on you to take the
message. He sends it not in straight lines, but by way of
ourselves, |

Let us see to it that we take the message, —Bennett,
“The Peiw and the Pupil.”’

+

Notes on the Mission Studies
Teatimonies Borne at a Quarterly Meeting in the Philippines

A sI8TER: ‘I feel that the:coming of the Lord is very
near. I am thankful that 1 can keep God’s Jaw because of
God’s help. I am anxious to meet the Lord.”

A brother: ‘T am sometimes tempted to leave this truth,
but God’s grace helps me. . T am weak, but I hope to be in
the truth till death.'’ '

A very old sigter: ‘I am thankful that at my age 1 am
permitied to know the truth,”

A young sister: “*T am very thankful, for I feel his guid-
ance in my path. His Word is always a lamp to my feel,
and a light to my pa

A young man: ““Endless thanks.
the Lord I am not evercome by temptation.
help in the future,”’

A sister (weeping}:

Through the help of
I hope for more

““God knows 1 am weak, and T cannot
do anything without him. I hope for God’s help ”?

Our native evangelist: **When I was at Malolos, God
worked strongly. Thousands listened to me, and I was ex-
alted. Because of pride I was humbled. T feel that every
day I must be prepared to receive him.”

These are our brethren in Christ, and the Holy Spirit can
make them love the truth as mueh as we do. Pray for them,
that they may be fed the bread of life.—L. V. Finster, Re-
viow and Herald, Dec. 26, 1912

The Sabbath Test in Singapore

THE great obstacle in this field to the acceptance of the
message is the Sabbath question. The native people are be-
ginning to awake to the necessity of an education as a
means of worldly advancement, and are preparing them-
selves and their ¢hildren so that they can secure positions
with the government and get good salaries. A government
place means a pleasant job, and a rise in the social seale
algo.

When the Sabbath truth s presented to them, they are
quick bo see that it is true, and quick to acknowledge it.
But then the possibility comes home to them with startiing
force, ‘‘If I keep the Sabbath, I must resign my position,””

One can almost see the gladness at finding the truth die
out of their faces as this realization confronts them. Tt
means a loss of money, position, advancement. What will
they do? What can they do? The decision is hard for them
to make; it is only recently that they have had this work,
nor can they resort to manyal Jabor, for the coolie gets only
from a fifth to a tenth of what a man in a government office
receives.

But in this matter, as in ajl other things, the Lord has
helped, Not one in our field who has decided to resign
rather than work on -the Sabbath, has lost his position.
They have all been given the Sabbath off. We feel that the
Lord has worked mightily in this matter, and all the glory is
his. — K. M. Adeoms, Stroits Settlements, ' Rewview aund
Hevald, July 8, 1915,

What a Filipino Boy Is Enduring for the Trath
‘1 wAS holding a series of meetings in a tent, and a family,
together with many others, became interested in the truth.
They attended the meeting every night until I preached on
health reform. As the family would not give up their wrong




16 _
The Church Officérs’ Gazette

Issued Monthly by the -
IREVIEW AND HERALD PUBLISHING aSSOCIATION °
Takoma Park Station, Washington, D, C.

SURSCRIPTION RATES

Y_eiarly Subseription - - - - - $ .50
le;bs of two or more copies to ofte address, one year - - .35
Ejtra M. Graway

: !- - - Epitors

MaTipa ERICKSON §

ijntered as second-class matter, Jan. 20, 1914, at the Post Office
at{Washington, D. G, under the act of Congress of March 3, 1879

ways and habits, they na longer at{ended the meeting;
byt a boy, an orphan under their care, kept on until the close
of f,heseries. When the time for baptism came, he was one of
the candidates, In spite of the threats and scoffings of his
. gudrdians, he took his stand. We endeavored to persuade
his:guardians to let him be baptized, and their consent was
findlly obtained, -
~ From that time on, the sameé family that had aceompanied
him: to the threshold of truth have been bittexly persecuting
him. He is whipped and forced to sleep on the floor at night
without any clothing, whenever he attends our meeting.
- They savé no food for him when he attends the Sabbath
schgol. He often goes without meals in order to aveid the
‘usejof unclean meats which they relish. Yet, though only
foux;teen years old, and an orphan, he remains steadfast.
Beveral -times he crossed angry streams in order to attend
otir _ineeting.s secretly,” And, bear in mind, all this is not for
one week alone, nor for one month, but even until now—al-
most two years since he took:his stand for the truth, When
any one asks him why he does not:give up his faith, with a
tone: that sinks into the soul, he answers: “*Christ’s second
coming is very near. I wish to meet him in peaee, and have
a parg in his kingdom.”"

The last time I met him I had.2 hear-to-heart talk with
him, ! T told him about the benevolence of our brethren in
Amet;ic‘a and Australia in giving us enough money to erect
a church building, a larger printing plant, and a school for
training ‘workers. At the mention of ‘‘school’’ his face
guddenly brightened. He was cheered by the thought of
having & schoal for training workers. . He said that as seon
48 he'finishes the seventh grade next March, he will study
how to be a worker for the Lord B, MANALAYSAY.

4

The Call o

I'gamp, ‘“Let me walk in the fields;”
e said, “*No, walk in the town,”
I said, ‘‘ Therge are no flowers there;”’
He sald, *‘No flowers, but a crown.”’

I gald, ““But the skies' are black;
There is nothing but noise and din.”’
And he wept as he sent me back;
; ““There i5 more,’” he said, *‘there is sin.”’

I said, *‘But the air is thick,
nd fogs are veiling the sun.’’
e answered, ‘“Yet souls are sick,
And souls in the dark, undone.”

. Isaid, I shall miss the light;
i And friends will miss me, they say.”’ -
; He answered, “*Chaose tonight
i If T am to miss you, or-they.®’
i I pleaded for time to be given,
e said, *‘Is it hard to decide?
It will not be hard in heaven
To have foilowed the steps of your Guide,’

-2 Then into his hand went mine; o
* And into my heart came he; .
And I waik in the light divine
The path I had feared to see.

‘— George MaeDonald
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Missionarj Volunteer Programs For
" Advanced Schools

NoTk. —Let none of our advanced trajning schools fail to
procure the set of outline wall maps, ‘and work them up as
we take this all-round-the-world sarvey of our mission work.
These maps-will be invaluable to the society and the school
in days to come, as we watch the advancement of our mis-
sion gtations in all the world. -

For Week Eﬁding February 5

Subject: The Advent Message to the Gregt Cities,

{This program may be given by the Ministerial and Bible
Workers” bands.) .

1, Urban Population in America: Number, classes, condi-
tions, ate. See “Challenge of the City,” by Strong. (Mis-
sionary Education Movement, New York; cloth, cents;
‘paper, 36 centsg; ““The Twentieth Century City,"” by
Strong (Baker & Taylor, New York; cloth, 50 cents;lgaper,
25 cents); ‘‘The Burden of the City,” by Isabelle Horton
{Fleming H. Revell,- New York; cloth, 50 cents; paper, 80
eents); and other hooks on this problem,

2 The Call to Work the Great Cities. (Testimonies,
Vol. IX, pages 89-162, and extracts sent to leaders.)

3. Recitation or Reading: “The Call.”’

4, Prime Requisites of guccess in City Work.

5. The Kind of Workers Needed. (For topies 4 and 5 see
matter sent to ledders.)

6. What Is Being Accomplished. (See reports from city
waorkers in the Review and the Union Conference papers.)

7. Local society wark (plans and reports). .

For "‘Week Ending February 12

Subject: The Advent Message to All the World,

1. Review the Morning Watch texts for two weeks. -

2, Scripture Reading: Acts 14;]1-22.

3. Beginning and Progress of Our Work in Turkey. (See
“An Outline of Mission Fields,” papges 52, B4, 56, 67,
article, “*Our Work in Maslem Countries,”” in frstructor of

May 4, 1915, first part.)
4, BExperiences inTurkey. (See Instructor of May 4, 1915,

article méntioned above; and Instructor of May 11,71915,

article ““Enfrapped and Freed.’’)
5. Local society work {plans and reports).

For Week Ending February 19

Subject: The Claims and Opportunities of the Christian Min-
tstry, i

{This program may be given by the Ministerial Band.)

1, The Sacred Office and Calling of the Ministry.

2, The Minister as Shepherd,

3. The Minister as Preacher.

4. Qualifications and Education of the Minister.

5, Why Choose the Ministry?
‘cessfnl] ministers, sent to the leaders.)

6. Local soeiety work (plans and reports,) -

Doubtless the Ministerial Band wiil have from their class
work and the school library good materisl from which to

.. work up this program. The teacher of the Ministerial Class

can give valuable assistance, The following books will be
found helpful: **Gospel Workers,”” by Mrs, E. G. White;
‘“The Ideal Ministry,’’ by Johnson (Fleming H. Revell,
§1.75); ““Preparing to Preach,’” by Breed (Hodder & StaugR-
ton, $2); and a series of ten pamphlets edited by John R.
Mott, on ““The Claims and

Ministry > (Student Y. M. A., New York, 50 cents)..
These include pamphlets from Phililps Brooks, Woodrow Wil-
son, and Theodore Roosevelt, These, and all books referred
to, can be procured from the Review & Herald Publishing

%pportunities of the Christian

Asgociation. The following excellent haoks, of which 1 do
not have the priee, can also probabhly be obtained: “‘The Min-
istry of the or(f,” by William M. Taylor (Ansen D. F,

Randolph & Co,, 900 Broadway, New York); and “The Min-
iskry fo the Congregation,”” by John A Kern (Smith &
Lamsyr, Nasiiville, Tenn.) )

For Week Ending February 26
Subject: The advent Message to All the World.

1. Review the Morning Watch texts for two weeks.

2, .0ur Work in Egypt.

3. Our Work in Syria and Palestine,

4. Experiences in Persia. (For topics 2, 3, and 4, see
GAzZETTE for June, 1915,)

5. Current Missions,

6. Local society work {plans and reports).

{See sympasium from suc-
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