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City Pastors -

THERE seems to be a growing tendency on the part of
our pﬁurches, especially our larger congregations in cities,
to need 'the constant care and iabor of an ordained minister,
Tlhese churches apparently are being trained fo expect that
Sahbath after Sabbath their pastor, or some wmore able
preacher, shall be provided by the conference commitiee to
preach to them. The fact that they pay a large tithe, and
think themselves entitled to this serviee from the confer-
ence Iaborers, are urged as reasons for this constant service,

It must be recognized that iarge cities do provide fields
for work for our best-qualified laborers. DBut we maintain
that even though this is {rue, it does not necessarily iollow
that city churches mugt be furnished with pastors to hover
over these believers Sabbath after Sabbath, while there are
without doubt thousands upon thousands of people in other
geetions of the-e same eitles, or in others near by, who not
only know nothing of the third angel’s message, but possibly
have never heard of such a people as Seventh-day Adventists.

This cause has not been built up in this manmer, Weil
do some of us remeimber the time when our little churches
considered themselves highty favored hy the conference if a
minister visited them at quarterly meeting time. And they
were not behind a whit in their tithe or offerings either.
We were taught that these servants of God were needed to
labor in new fields, to raise up new churches, and so were
glad to sacrifice the pleasure of having them with us. We
were busy with missionary work anyway, and our local
church elder was depended upon to lead out. In my little
homre chureh several of these local elders themselves de-
veloped into good laborers in the cause, while several of the
members were later called to fill responsihle places in the
work. This is God’s plan for the growth and expansion of
his work: It was his plan then, and we bellieve it to be his
plan still,

“ We feel pained beyond measure to see some of our min-
isters hovering about the churches, apparently putiing forth
some little effort, but having next to nothing to show for
their labors. The field iz the world, Lel them go out into
the unbelieving world, and labor ito convert souis to the
truth.”—* Testimonies for the Church,” Vol, 111, p, 406.

“ We shall meet opposition arising from selfish motives
and from bigotry and prejudice; yet, with undaunted cour-
age and Wving faith, we should sow beside ali waters, The

e,

agents of Satan are formidable; we shall meet them and
must combat them. OCur labors are not to be confined to
our own country. The, field is the world; the harvest Is
ripe. The command given by Christ to tne dizciples just
before he ascended was, ‘Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature.’ ”— Fiid. .

It is this very contact with opposition and the forces of
error that devetops strong laborers for God. wNotice how
the policy of our ministers’ hovering over the churches re-
sulted, hoth to them and the cause of God, at one time in
New York. The ministers of this conference were reproved
by tte lord hecause of ttis wrong policy:

“ If ministers in New York wish to help the church, they
can do so in no better way than to go out into new flelds
and labor tp bring souls into the fruth. When the church
see thai the ministers are all aglow with the spirit of the
work, that they feel deeply the-force of the truth, and are
seeking to bring others to the knowledge of it, it will put
new iife and vigor into them. . . .

“ Ministers in New York should have heen far in advance
of what they are. But they have not engaged in that kind
of labor which calied forth earnest effiort and strong oppo-
sition. Had they done so, they would have been driven to
their Bibles and to prayer, in order to be able to answer
their opponents; and in the exercize of their talents, would
have doubled them. There are ministers in New York who
have been preaching for years, but who cannot be depended
upon to give a course of lectures, They are dwarfed. They
have not exercived their minds in the study of tue Word
and in meeting oppositlon, o that they might become strong
in God.”Id,, p. 49,

All this came about through allowing the ministers to
hover over the churches so much. It is not sermonizing
that keeps churches alive. While they need the belp and
counsei of experienced laborers occasionaily, that time can
be used to best advantage in helping them to labor for oth-
ers, and in encouraging them to depend upon God rather
than upon some minister.

“ Instead of our ministering brethren laboring among the
churekes, God designs that we should spreag abroad, and our
migsionary Iabor be extended over as much ground as we
can poszibly occupy to advantage, going in every direction
to raise up new companies.”— Id., p. 210.

And this instructlon applies to city work and city
churches equaily with all the rest. There is plenty of
unentered territory usuaily in ail our large cities, where
the minister can go to develop new interests. And these
very new interests can be made the developlng centers for
the latent angd valuable talents of the church members
living there.

Jesus could not be induced to remain leng in one place.
His answer to these urgent appeals of the people was, “1
must preach the kingdom of God to other eities also: for
therefore am I sent.” Luke 4:43, “Jesus went about olf
the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and
preaching the gospel of the kingdom.” Matt. 9: 35, “Ye
shall not have gone over [“end, “finigh,” margin] the
cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come.” Matt, 10: 23.

Shali we not do well to heed thiz counsel from God?
And will not our churches, who know the truth, sct nobly
if they urge the messengers of God to pregs ount into new
territory, rather than plead for them to consume so much
time with themselves, who, perchance, should likewise he
working for others? T. E. B.

A wmax’s duty iz his best opportunity.
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Duties and Responsibilities of a Church Elder

A carrrulL study of the qualifications of an elder of the
c¢hurch and the responsihilities he iz under to God and to
hig hrethren, will iead ne man who senses these responsi-
bilities to seek such an office, A man with the proper
understanding of the responsihiiity resting upon one in this
position wili naturaily eomsider himself unfitted for the
position. Let us hriefily notice some of the quaiifications
mentioned: .

1. Blameless.— Without fanlt, not meriting censure, Ps,
4: 3.

2, A Rteward of God.— One intrusted with the oversight
-and management of the househoid, or church, of God. Eph,
2: 19-22, '

3. Not Greedy of Filthy Lucre, Not Covetous.— A seifish,
avaricious, penurious man is niterly unflited for such a
pogzition, Ex. 18: 21; Ps. 16: 3; 1 Tim, 6: 10, 11.

4. 4 Lover of Hospitaltty.— To be disposed to entertain
guests and strangers with generous kindness, is an essentiai
quaiification of an elder. * This entertaining strangera at a
venture is not agreeabis. If they knew that all who sought
to share their hounty were worthy, then they might he
induced to do something in this direction. But there is
virtue in venturing something.”—* Tegtimonies for the
Church,” Vol. I, p. 26.

&, A Lover of Good Men— By beholding we becomse
changed. 1t is & law of assoeiation that we are affected for
good or evii hy the company we keep.

¢, Not' Seif-Willed— A bheadstrong, obstinate, stubborn
person shouid never he chosen to sueh an office. The eider
muut eonsider the wishes and opinions of others &s well as
hig own.

7. Not Boon Angry— A person easily irritated, excited,
impa=sioned, cannot hold the respect and eonfidence of the
people. One must be abie to govern himself if he would
lead others to seif-control,

8. One Who Rules Well His Own House~— The ehildren
of an eider should he in subjection with ali gravity. One
may possess many traits that are desirable in an eider, yet
if he failg in this, he is eeriously erippled. The man who is
Justly accused of having an unruly, disorderly, or rlotous
family, is shorn of his strength as an elder.

“ The family of the one suggested for office shouid he
vonsidered, Can the man rule his own houve with honor?
‘What eharaeter have hig children? ‘Will they d» honor to
the father’s influence? If he has no taet, wisdom, or power
of godliness at home, in managing his own family, it is safe
to eonelude that the same defects will Je carried into the
church, and the same unsanctifled management will be acen
there. Tt wil he far betfer to criticize the man before he
ig put Into office than afterward; better to pray and eounsel
before taking the decisive step, than to labor to ecrrect the
consequences of a wrong move.—* Testimontes for the
Church,” Vol, V. p. 618,

9. Hoving a Good Report—- The person who has g bad
reputation in the eommunity (it may he because of his eon-
dwet prior to his eonveraion) should not be seleeted to bear
respousiblities in the ehurch, at least not until he has
shown his former aszociates that he is & eonverted man.

10. Holding Fast the Paithful Word.— It ia of the great-
est importance to the prosperity of the church that the elder
be “sound in the faith.” It i{s not encugh {hat he keep the
Sabkhgth; he should be g thorough heliever in the third
angel's message In all Its parts, ¢ converied man, @ man of
prayer and faith, Such a person will show hy exampte his
interest in our missfons, Sahbath schools, and the meetings
of the church, and wiil support the cguse by faithfully pay-
ing tithes and making offerings according to his ability.

11. Apt to Teach.— To fill the office of elder aeceptably,
one must have some ability in imparting knowledge to ofh-
ers, To be apt fo teaeh implies that he is ready, quick,
prompt, “ Instant in aeason, cut of season.” He should know
when to speak, and when to he silent,

“In some churches the leader has not the right qualifl-
eations to edueate the memhers of the ehureh to he workers.
Tact and judgment have not heen used to keep up & lving
interest in the work of God. The leader is slow and tedious;

he falks too much and prays too long in pudblic; he hag not
that iiving eomnection with God whieh would give him a
fresh experience.”—Id., p. 618.

12. Vigilant— He must he attentive to diseover and
avold danger, on the ajert and watchfui. It is the duty of
the elder to visit the entire memhership of his ehurch, if
within reasonahie distance. He shouid see that ail take our
periodicals, aa far as consistent., He should know the
spiritual eondition of aii the ehurech, and hy every eonsistent
means possihie heip to strengthen the weak and faitering.

18. Not a Nowice— Not one newiy come to the faith.
“There shouid not he ro great haste in electing ieaders as
to ordain men who &re in no way fitted for the responsihig
work,—men who need to be converted, elevated, ennohied,
and refined, before they eans serve the eause of God in any
capacity.”"—Id., p. 617.

14, Sober. Jusl. Holy, Temperate— To be temperate im
apeech, and in eating and drinking; to he ju<t and merciful
to all; to act with longsuffering when duty may make 1%
necessary to reprove, rebuke, and exhort, is & high attain-
ment, reached only by the heip of Chrict. To be hoiy and
biameless is the high cailing and responsihiiity of the elder.
‘With fear and trembiing he may inquire, “ Who is suffieieng
for these things?” It is only hy the grace of God that any
man can fili this holy offiee aceeptably.

The hleased assurance that our lord wiil give grace,
and that he wiil “ supply ail your need according to his
riches In gilory by Christ Jesus,” {s one among the many
promises of God whieh the eiders of onr churehes may
fuliy experience day by day. R. A. UNDERWOOD,

The Church Treasurer

Tae workers at the front in every branch of the cause
of present truth gre struggiing with the finanelsl load that
eonfronts them. Time is ehort, and there 1s a great work
to he done. There must he a eontinual stream of means
with which to accompiish this work, 1t is impossihle for
thoge at the head of the worit to raise this money alone
hut every one can do something, he it ever so lifiie.

Our church treasurers can greatiy lighten the load hy
performing faithfully the dutles pertaining to their office.
But few reaiize the value of the eervice that they ean render,
Upon this point, we oifer the following suggestions:

1. 'Fake an active interest in every eail that is made foy
funds. Offer an oceasional reminder to {he ehurch eoncern-
ing the needs of lhe ford's eause, and our duty to retura
to him his own in tithes and offerings.

2. Always give a receipt for the funds intrusted to you,
be the amount ever 8o small. The expression, “ Thank jau,”
written on the receipt, is often appreciated., This will be an
éneguragement. ’

3. Keep your accounts aeeurately, and once a quarter, oy
oftener, render & financial report to the ehurch, Each year
see that your accounts are gonhe over by a competent auditor,
and that bis statement of the eondition of the aceouni{s is
presented to the ehurch, . .

4. Remember the instruetlon given in 1 Corinthians 4: 2;
“ It is requlred In stewards, that a man be found faithful.”

R, W. PagMELE.

Tre work to whieh ag Christians we are called is to co-
operate with Christ for the salvatlon of souls. . . . To neg
lect the work is to prove disloyal to Christ. But in order
to accomplish this work, we muat follow hie exampie of
faithful, conscientious attention to the little things. This is
the secret of muccess in every line of Christian effort and
infiuence. . . .

Becauge they are not connected with some dlreetly reli-
gious work, many feel that their lives are useless; that they
are doing nothing for the advancement of God's kingdom,
But this Is a misiake. If their work is that whieh gome one
must do, they should not accuse themselves of uselessness in
the great househeld of God. The humblest duties are not
to be ignored. Any honest work is a blessing, and faithful.
ness in it may prove a training for higher trusts.—* Qhrist’s
Object Lessons,” pp. 358, 859,
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BHome Missionary Departm

ent

Suggestive Program for Fourth Sabbath

Home Missionary Service
(To be held March 22)

OreNiyg Soxc: Hymns and Tunes, No. 842; Christ in
Song, No. 734,

Prayer.

Bible Study.

Song: Hymns and Tunes; No. 1248; Christ in Song, No,
648.

Tevtimony Study: Signg of Christ’s Coming,

Speeial Music,

Reading: The Message of Hig Return.

Collection for Literature Fund,

Closing song: Hymns and Tunes, No. 805; or Chriat in
Song, No, 8438,

Benediction.

Bible Study

1, In view of the times in which we are living, what
_admonition is given? 2 Feter 3: 11,
2, What Is one characteristic we should manifest? 1
Peter 5:8; 4: 17,
3. What should be put away?
4. What should take the place of thege thinga? Verse 32.
5. How should we guard our speech? Verse 29; James
HE ¢

Hph. 4: 3L

4 )
6. How ghould cur daily work be done? Hph. 6: 86, 7.

7. What are we told to do when we pray? Meark 11:
25, 26,

8. How may the disciples of Jesus be known? John
13: 35.
9. What should be the econdition of the church? 1 Cor.

1: 10,

Signs of Christ’s Coming

1. WrAT are some of the signa given to show us that the
coming of Christ is near? ILuke 21; 26-27.

“ 1 wag shown the inhahitants of the earth in the utmost
confusion., War, hloodshed, privation, wani, famlne, and
pestilence were ahroad in the land.”—* Testimonies for the
Church,” Vol. I, p. 268.

2. How will these trouhles affect ithe people of God?

“ Ag these things surrounded God’s people, they hegan
to press together, and to cast aside their liftle difficulties,
Self-dignity no longer controtled them; deep humility took
. its place. Suffering, perplexity, and privation caused reason
to resume its throne, and the passionate and unreasonable
man hecame 3ane, and geted with discretion and wisdom,”
~ Itid.

3. In what time are we now living?

<4 My attention was then called from the scene.
gseemed to be z little time of peace.— Ibid,

4. What power is Satan permitted to have over the ele.
ments as the last days draw near?

“SBatan works through the elements aiso to garner hisg
harvest of unprepared souls, He has studied the secrets of
the laboratories of nature, and he uses all his power to
control the elements as far as God allows. When he was
suffered to afict Joh, liow quickly flocks and herds, serv-
ants, houses, ‘children, were swept away, one trouble suc-
ceeding another as in a moment. It is God that shields his
greathres, and- hedges them in from the power of the de-
gtroyer, But the Christlan world have shown contempt for
the law of Jehovah; and the Lord will do just what he has
declared that be would,— he will withdraw his hiessings
from the earth, and remove his protecting care from those
who are rebelling agalnst his law, and teaching and forcing
others to do the same. Satan hag control of all whoem God
does not especially guard. He will favor and prosper some,
in order to further his own designs; and he will bring irou-
hie upon ethers, and lead men to helleve that it iz God who
is aflicting them.”—* The Great Controversy.” p. 689,

There

5. Who ig responsible for the plagues and pestilences that
are ahroad in the land today?

“While appearing to the children of men as a great
physician who can heal all thelr maladies, he [Satan] will
bring disease and disaster, until populous cities are reduced
to ruin and desolation, Xven now he is at work. In acci-
dents and calamities by sea and by land, in great confla-
grations, in flerce tornadoes and terrific hailstorms, in tem-
pests, floods, cyclones, tidal waves, and earthquakes, in
every place and in a thousand forms, Satan iz exercising
his power. He sweeps away the ripening harvest, and fam-
ine and distress follow, He imparts to the air a deadly
taint, and thousands perich hy the pestiience. There visi
tationg are to become more and more frequent and dis
astrous.”— I'b.. pp. 689, 690.

6. Into what terrible condition is the whole eartk soon
to be plunged?

* Once more the inhabitants of the earth were presentedy
before me; and again everything was in the utmost con-
fusion. Btrife, war, and hloodshed, with famine and pesti
lence, raged everywhere, Other nations were engaged in
this war and confusion. War caused famine. Want and,
bicodshed caused pestilence., And then men’s hearts failed
them for fear, '‘and for looking after those things which,
are coming on the earth.’ " Pesfimonies for the Church,”
Vol. 1, p. 268, .

7. When we see al] these things, what ere we to know?
Matt. 24: 33.

8. For what ig the T ord waiting? Matt. 24: 14,

“God ‘hath appeointed 8 day, in the which he will judge
the worid.” Christ {ells us when that day shall be ushered;
in. He does not say that all the world will be converted,
but that *this gospel of the kingdom shall ke preached in,
all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall
the end come.” By giving the gospel to the world it is in
our power to hasten our Lord’s return. We are not only to
look for but f0 haster the coming of the day of God. %
Peter 3:12, margin. Had the church of Christ done her
appeinted work as the Lord ordained, the whole world would,
before this have heen warned, and the Lord Jesus would
have 'come to our earth in power and great glory.”"—* The
Desgire of Ages,” pp. 638, 634,

9. Upon whom does much of the responsibility for hasten
ing the coming of the lord rest?

“The work of God in this earth can never he finished
until the men and women comprising our church member-
ship rally to the work, and unite their efforts with those
of ministers and church officers’'-—* Testimonies for the
Church,” Vel. IX, p. 217,

The Message of His Return

- I was the purpose of God that tbe light which began tg.
shine with such clear rays at the heginning of the great
Reformation should increase in volume until all the truths
which had been perverted had beem set before the world
again in their fulness. It was not his purpese to reveal
only a part of the truth, and then have that part made into
a creed for the formation of some denominstion. *“The
path of the just iIs as a shining light, that shineth more
and more unto the perfect day.,” Prov. 4:18. As a Chris
tlan walks in the light which he has, more light is given,
him. His knowledge of the truth increases and grows as.
he practises that which he already knows, And God de
gigned by beginning the Reformation that the light of his
truth ghould break over the world just as guickly as men,
should make themselves ready for it, untii the very fulness.
of the gospel should again he proclaimed to the peopls of
the earth, The light of truth was meant to advance until
the truths regarding the true God, the true Savigur, the true
redemption, the trune mediation between God and man, the
true priesthood, the true spanctuary, the true forgiveness,
the true sacrifice, the true baptism, the true communion,
and the true ordinances of God, all of which had heen hid
den for so many centuries by the great system of counier

t Quoted from “ The Return of Jesua,'” pp R4-89,
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felts, shouid be known and preached in all the world for a
witness unto all nations, and then the end of all things
‘was to come.” WMatt. 24: 14,

This glorieus consummation has been deiayed by the
formation of creeds and denominations upon oniy a part of
what the Bible teacher, Thus tbe advancement of the truth
has been retarded by those who have been content to foliow
great leaders to whom God had given only a partiai revela-
tion of truth. They have shut themselves out from all the
advanced light which God has still fo break forth from the
Bible.

Today the creed-power is the greatest menace to the
progress and growth of Christianity. It i3 true that we are
constantly Informed that this is an age of great liberaiity
and breadih of mind in inteliectuai and 1‘eligious§ matters,
but it is also true that the people permit their preachers to
do their thinking for them, resulting in the inability of
thousands of people to give an: inteiligent reazon for the
things that they believe other than they were so taught by

“their preacher. Thousands are thus becoming fastened in
the chains of error because they are reluctant to investigate
for themseives,

One of the most solemn and yet most giorious truths in
the Seriptures iz that of the seeond coming of Christ. to
this world to compiete the great work of human redemption.
This wonderful truth is the key-note of the Bible, and this

" glorfous event is the consummation.of ail the hopes of the
church of Christ. The time for its proclamation has fully
come.

It was the purpose of God to reveal this great doctrine
to, and bhave it preached by, those whom he had called to
be ieaders in the work of reformation. But hy their course
in making creeds, they shut themselveg away from this new
truth, Therefore, when the time came to have the message
of the second coming of Christ preached fo all the worid,
" he found it necessary to go oufside the estabiished religlous

" bodies, and raise up another movement, which would take
> this ‘'message (o the very ends of the earth.

And connected with the message of his coming, God de-
signed that all the truths which had been perverted and
hidden during previous centuries shonid again be made
clear to the human family, go that at his coming the fulness
of his truth might be revealed to the world, This was to
be the iast message of the gospel.: In it was to be taught
every truth that bad been iost or perverted. HEvery form
and ceremony and -error of the spurious church was to be
rejected in thig last message, and the truth of God in iis
-fuiness and-in its purity was to be presented again to the
himan race.

“This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in ali
the world for a withess unto all natlons; and then shail the
end come,” Matt. 24: 14,

. Before the first coming of Chrlst, John the Baptist de-

.ilvered to the peovle of God the message of his coming,
This message was hased on the prophecies of the Bible, and
was designed to “make ready a people prepared for the
Lord.” Luke 1:1T7.

Before the second coming of Christ another message will

be delivered to all the world, warning the people of the
, coming of Christ. This alzo wiil be hased upon the prophe-
cies ¢f the Bibie, and will be designed te make ready a
people prepared for the Lord., This will he the final mes-
sage of the gospel, and as it will so fully prepare those who
receive it to .meet God that they are said to be “ without
fault before the throne of God” (Rev. 14: 5), it i3 evident
that this final message will contain all the truth of God.
- It 1s “through the truth” (John 17: 17) that the peopie of
God are sanctified, and if those who are transiated become

fuliy sanctified, it wiil he because they bhave the fuil truth

of the gospel.

“This gospel of the kingdom,” the message of the com-
ing kingdom, will “be preached in ail the worid for a wit-
ness unte all nations,” net for their conversion, but “ for a
witness,” “ and then shall the end come.” That is, a people
will be raised up, as was John the Baptist, who wiil take
the message of the coming Saviour and the fulness of the
truth of the gospel to all the world just before the second

coming of Christ. And when they have completed that task,
when they have warned the worid, and given it the truth,
and the world has rejected the mes3agze, * then shall the
end come.”

Tt is to be expected that Satan will manifest special
anger against this last church of Christ, the remnant church.
In the mesTage which it will bear to the world will be
uncovere? all the decepiions which he has practiced upon
the world; ali the truths which he bhas cauzed to be per-
verted will be preached.again in their purity, and the great
counterfeit system wijl be unmaskel and held before the
world in itg true iight, as oniy and altogether a counterfeit,
This will stir the wrath of the dragon.

“ And the dragon [the devii] was wroth [angry] with
the woman [the church], and went to make war with the
remnant of her seed [the iast church, or last end of the
church], which keep the commandments of God, and have
the tertimony of Jesus Christ.,” Rev. 12; 17,

This last church, which will be the full fruitage of the
Reformation, wiil have revealed in it all the truths which
are contained in the gospel of Christ, and which Satan has
so successfully hidden under his great counterfeif system
during the centuries of the Dark Azes. And connected
with there truths, it wiil proclaim the second coming of
Christ. . . . !

This iast message, containing, as it does, the very ful-
ness of God's truth, will not be preached in a corner to just
a few people, but will be taken to the ends of the earth,
“ preached in all the world as a witness to all nations,” with
the additional truth that Jesus is soon coming, When it has

been taken to ail the earth, Jesus wiil come the second time,

and the great controversy between Christ and Satan WiIi
come to an eternal end.

Love Counteth Nol the Cost

Tuere 1s an aneieat story, simply toid,

As ever were the hoiy things of old,

0Of one who served through many a toiling year
To earn at ia*t the joy he heid most dear—

A weary term, to others, stranzeiy io-f.

What mattered 1t? ILove counteth not the cost!

Yet not aione heneath far Eastern skies

The faithful iife Fath, patient, won its prize;
Whenever hearts beat high, and brave hones swell
The soui, some Rachel waits beside the well:
T'or her the ioad is borne, the dezert erossed.
What matters it? ZLove counteth not the cost!

This, then, of man: and what, dear Iord, of thes,

Bowed in the midnight of Gethsemane,

Come from those regions infinite with peace,

Te buy with such a price the world’s release!?

Thy voice descends, through ages tempest-tossed,
“What matters it? Love counteth not the cost!”

O Christ, Redeemer, Master! I, who stand

Beneath the pressure of thy graclous hand —

What ig the service thou would<t bave from mo?

What i1s the burden to be borne for thee?

1, too, would say, though care and fear exhaust,
“What matters it? Love counteth not the cost!”

—_ Selecte'd.

o

Live for Something

Live for someothing; be not idle,
T.00k aboui thee for employ;
S8it not down io useless dreaming,
1 abor is the sweetest joy.
¥olded hands are ever weary,
Seifish hearts are never gay,
Life for thee has many duties —
Live for something while you may.

Scatter biessings in thy pathway,
Gentle words and cheering smiles

Better are than goid and sijver,
With their grief-dispelling wiles,

Asg the pieasant sunshine faileth
Ever on the grateful earth,

So let sympathy and kindness
Gadden well the darkened hearth,

— Selected.
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MISSIONARY MEETINGS
Suggestive Program for First Week

Opening Hxerci~es: Sonyg; Prayer; Minutes; Scripture
Reading: Matt. 26: 32.40; Song.

Reports of Work Tone.

Reading: * Sick, aud Ye Visited Meo.”

Plans for Worl.

Closing Song.

~

“Sick, and Ye Visited Me”

A rmoucuing little slory comes from one of our sislers
Hving in a sparsely rcettled section of the United States.
We wrote her relative to her renewal 1o the church paper,
the Review and Herald. Replying, she =ays:

“You don't know how kappy I am today. When I re-
ceived your letter 1ast Wednesday, I did not have a five-cent
piece with wrich to renew, Today I have $5. There is so
much I want to do with it I hardly dare think I can make
it go around., Fir=t the tithe, then the Review and Herald,
and the Liftle Friend for my four-year-old son.

“Now I am gaing to tell you how I got the $5. A gov-
ernment trapper eame to our ranch and trappel coyotes and
bobeats. His fourteen-year-old dauvghter was sick. No one
in town wanted to help him — all were too busy. They rec-
ommended that she go to the doctor away down the valley,
It would have cost them a great deal of money. THis salary
was small, so I, for Jesus' sake, took ber in and gave her
treatments according to ‘ Practical Guide io Health,' God
healed ber, and when they left here she was well and strong.
I would not eharge them anything, but te gave me a won-
derful big coyote hide, which I rold today for $5.”

This is a simple little story, but it shows how the Lord
rewarded a needy sister who for Jesus’ sake miniviered to
one of his “litt’e ones” who was sieg and in trouble.

This story has in it a suzgestion for each believer., ¥For
montks the eountry has been in the grip of a great scourge,
the Spanish inflnenza, 'The number of deaths of our sei-
diers on the hattlefields of Burope has besn much less than
those cau~ed by the ravages of thig scourgs in the United
State~, Tt i= said upon good anthorily that six million peo-
ple within the last twelve weeks, throughout the entire
world, have diel from the inflienza. In prorortion to the
time, this is a much greater lcss than was suffered by all the
armizs of tve warring nation=s in the great conflict which
has just closed, Toes this =itmation give our members op-
portunity for rersonal gervice? [n every commuanity there
are thpore who gre sick and dying, many dying for the want
of a helring hand,

God1 has eommitted to ug knowledge in the way of
rational treetments of di~ease. which have proved the most
beneficial of any recommended in «taving the ravases of this
dizease. Yet us uve to the best advantage the talents God
basg given n=,

The December numbser of Fife a»d Fealth hav several
artieles cg~ec’ally devoted to t-iv gvbject., The treatments
recommended in tese articles bave been excecdinely helnfnl
in the treatmeqt of influenza and kindred dizeares. In the
adminl-trring of the~e treptwents Fod will certainiy bless,
jn-t as much ag he 411 in the exnerience of this sister, who
for Jesng® gale took tre iittle girl and did the best she conld
to Peln ber recover bealth,

Have we mi~sed this onnortwnity for per-onal service
among ovr neighbor~? If this ownortnitv Fas gone, there
ate prohably otter ca~es wlich are jrst a< ncedy, and where
pur cervices will bhe greatlv anrreeigted. Tet vs mni into
practice the princinleg of rational treatment which God has
given s, beean~e they will he the ““ entering wedge ™ for fur-
ther digsemination of lieht., which in many ca~es wi]l result
in spreading the truth, and in leading to the nltimate sal-
vation of the one whom we help. L. W, GRAHAM,

— N

“ BrrwreN falling to do things that look toe simple to be
of eonvequence and those that scem too kard to bs accom-
plished, many people manage to get nothing dome.”

Suggestive Program for Second Week

Opening HExercises: Song; Season of Prayer; Minutes;
Seripture Reading: Luke 10: 25-37; Song.

Reports of Work Done,

Reading: Good Neighbors,

Plans for Work,

Closing Song.

Good Neighbors

Tuar day for good-neighbor deeds has dawned in a special
sense upon the individual members of all our churches.
The ““litlle time of peace ” referred to in the Tevtimonies,
as seeming to exist just before the outhreak of the final
world trauble, is apparently at hand. This is, thereiore, the
last favorable time the ehurch will have in which to do its
work of delivering the solemin mersage committed to it.

There is an evident revival of a commendable mi~sienary
spirit beginning in our e¢hurches thus early in this favorable
time. Our people are azking how they can best begin to
do sometking., In many instances tbeir minds turn to their
neighbors, and they ask how they can make a beginning in
interesting them in the truth, They are insisting that we
name some definite thing, or things, they may do in begin-
ning this woerk,

Environmeat neces~ariiy affects our work in every way,
and espeecially is this true in missionary efforts. In all
cages, Fowever, one of the mos{ essential things in the
proclamation of truth, and the one in whieh environment
cannot materially interfere, is that of being an allround
good neighbor. Too much emphasis cannot be placed upon
this one important privilege and duty of all cur people, old
and young,

The importance of being a good neighbor is emphasized
by other denominations, especially the Catholies, In 1908
an old couple who were Catholics lived next deor to one ef
our families in Washington, D. C. They were, indeel, the
best of neighbors, always attempting to do something nice
for tke Adventist family. 'They were o un~elfish and con-
tinyous in their efforts, our people asked them why they
were gp golicitous for all their neighborz, They explained
that their priest toid them that their part in church work,
during their old ate, was to be good neighbors, and that
they were attempting to be faithful in the fulfllment of their
duty., Trey were faithful, and their influence did more for
the Catholic Chureh In that community than all other efforts
of tke church combined, If Cattolicism is worthy of the
influence and the power of good-neighbor members, what
does the third angel’s message demand of our memhers?

We stonid study ways and watehr for opportunities
through which we may, unselfishly and without pretense,
render the same kind of service as characterized the Master,
who “ went about doing good.” This is not only good sense,
but it is the highest manife-tation of true Christianity,
always resulting in greater good than many things looked
upon as heing of greater importance.

Bz:ing good neighbors is our first and most essential
Christian privilege, By being a good neigbbor, we may open
innumerable ways for the intrpduction of the truth., Min.
istering to the physical needs and pleazures of people is a
guarainty to the human mind that the administrator ig a
proper persen te eoungel with in spiritnal things, and sooneyr:
or later appeals will be made for spiritual aid, .

In associating with those about us in the eapaeity of
good aeigbhhorg, there will he many natural opportunities
for us in all mode~ty to let our knowledge of the Scriptures
be known, and t2 leave some special literature bearing upon
some subject under consideration. This will, if properly
handled, lead to calls for other literature, and the work may
be carried on until the neighbors have had the full mesgsage,.

Recently, in the treatment of a case of “ fin,” one of our
sisters went to a neighbor’s home to give gome fomentations,
Something was gaid about health and temperance. The next
time she went she took Present Truth No. 19 (Health and
Temmperanee). They liked it, but gaid something about their
minister’s not believing all the Bible. She told them she
believed the Bible was the inspired Word of God, and
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took them Present Truth No. 1 (The Inspiration of the
Bible). They liked it, and suggested that their minister
might he wrong in his heiief, The sister then referred to
the prophecies of the Bihle, anda asked them if they would
not llke to study them afso. Upon thelr suggestion, she
took them Present Truth No, 3, and from that they read
‘through all the series, and are now keeping the Sabbath and
‘belong to our church,

Thig sister was one of the timid kind, ¢ne who thought
whe could do nothing toward bringing people into the truth.
‘Bhe began hy demonstrating her « good-neighbor ” qualities
with fomentation cloths.

One of the essential things in these last days for our
memhers to do in their neighborhoods, is to he good neigh-
‘hors through the service they can render in bringing their
neighhors the Good WNews of the Coming Kinglom of Peace.
This they can most effectively do through the systematic
distrthution of Present Trutk, They can do this on Sabhath
afterncons or on Sundays., The papers are so cheap that a
large work can be done with a small capital,

They =hould begin with No. 1, and distrihvte them to the
same parties, in their regular order, until the whole series
Is used. Whiie this is a simple and ea~y thing to do, it 13
one of the most sucee=sful methods of work, and should
appeal to all. There is no befter, no more ecffectlve way
to interest our nelghbors in the truth for this time. It
enables all our members to become powers in the preaching
of the message. We therefore recommend that, in addition
to watching for daily opportunities to minister in various
ways to our neighbors’ welfare, dennite territory he selected,
according to time and ahility, and worked each week, and
a sgystematie distrihution of Present Truth he hegun and
carried on unti! the series is wsed. This kind of effort will
bring the worker in personal contact with all his neighbors
each week, It will open the way for extended work, remove
prejudice from many. and never fail to interest some; tor
the power af the message presented in a simple, systematie,
connected way is irresistible. D. W. Reavis.

Suggestive Pregram for Third Week

Opening Exercises: Song; Prayer; Minutes; Seripture
Reading: Jahn 1: 35-51; Song,

Reports of Work Done.

Reading: The Personal Touch,

Flans for Work.

Closing Song,

The Personal Touch

Tur Christian life should be a life of intense activity,
tollowing in the foot~teps of the One " who went abont doing
gaod, and heazling all that were oppressed of the devil: for
God was with him.” Acts 10: 38,

Givipg himself up o service for the multitnde, he never
neglected an opportunity or left a duty undone, and it was
only as he went apart to pray at the midnight hour that he
wasg tree from such obligations.

There are many ways in wtich we can work for God,—
by distribnting lterature, giving Bible studies to neighbers
and friends, writing jetters, doing Chrivtian belp work, in
fact, in countless ways illustrated hy the “ecup of cold
water” of Matthew 10: 42, But none are as e'fective as
real personal weork. the bheart-to-heart talk with the person
whom -we wish to reach.

The writer was inclined to be skeptleal with regard to the
truth of the following statement made by Charles M. Alex-
ander in an article, *“ Who Bhould Do Per-onal Work?"

“ Anyhody who is not doing personal work has sin in his
Hife. T don't care who you are,— preacher, teacher, mnther,
father,— if you are not leading definite people to a definite
Saviour at a definite tlme, or trying hard to do it, you have
sin In your life. I have rever yet found any Chri~tian not
leading souls to Christ, who, when I got into private eonver-
sation with bim, did not acknowledge that thia was true.
You say, ° | have heen a Christian for twenty years, T have
‘been going to church, heen giving a tettth ta the miasionary
collection, have a brother on the mission fleld! That is ali
right, hut have you ever led a soul to Christ? ‘I hope so,

you say? Twenty years a Christian, and atill hoping so?”

It did not seem po-sible to me that the cause for the
rejuctance to do this kind of work could he due to sin in
the life, But studying the matter closely, I came to the
unavoidable conclusion that it is true. Sin iz always a hin-
drance to this line of work., We fear to speak to another
abiout his sowl’s salvation because he might think we were
too bold, or it might drive him farther away from religlon,
or we might not be the right person to make such advances;
and so pride, the love of another’s good opinton, cowardice,
and other things not pleasant to mention, enter fnto owr
decision to remaln gulet and inactive.

The devil knows that this personal work accomplishes
more than any other, and so he makes it more difficult te
undertake than any other. How much easier it 18 to stay
at bome and write a missionary letter to a distant friend,
than to go te some one near at hand and inguire ahout his
soul's salvation! It is easier to g£lve a sum of money to help
the destitute and fallen than it 13 to go to them and person-
ally relieve their distress. “ The last thing the devIl wilt
let you do Is to win a soul definltely to Jesus Chrlst,” said
Mr, Alexander. “If you don’t belleve it, try it Mr,
Alexander states the truth. And yet cquls are all around
us who could he reached If we would only hold out the help-
ing hand and make the first advances,

Some fime ago a request came from a praying mother
to write to her son, who twenty years ag> was 2 Seventh-
day Adventist, hut who had glven up the truth, and wag
working in a large printing establishment In an Eastern
city. The promise was promptly made to write such a letter,
but in the rush of other hnsiness the matter was neglected
until several weeks had gone by, Various hindering sugges-
tions came to mind: I being a stranger, a letter might not
be appreciated, prohahly it would he an unwarranted intru-
sion, ete. Finally, in fulfilment of the promise, the letter
was written. In about a week an answer came, stating that
the letter had been read with great interest. The man also
stated that as his mother had written him of itz coming, he
had been anxiously waitlng for the letter. Other leiters
followed in quick succession, and as a result this young
man is now a stanch Sabbath keeper, and is doing mis
sionary work for others,

Does it pay to do persenal work? Ye:, most assuredly.
*Joy shall he In heaven over one sinner that repenteth,
more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no
repentance,” and there will al:o come into your heart a joy
that you have never before known, It is a well-known law
of physics that action and reamction are equal as well as
oppesite in their effects. This i3 not true in a spiritual
sense, We speak a kind word to a hroken heart: we talk
of the love of the Master to a saerrowing, discouraged soul
It is only a little thing, perbaps it took only a moment of
time, hut there comes into our hearts a wonderful joy ta
know that God bas used us to help another soul find the
road. And so many have wandered away from Chrizt, and
eannot find their way back. Some are discouraged hecause
they have failed so often, slipped baek sa freguently, until,
rather than be hypoerites, they bave decided to give up
everything. It is the privilege of personal workers to be
beacon lights for sueh wandsrers, fountains of iiving water
to thirsty souls,

We know that the time in which to work is very short
— how short we cannot tell, but we do know that the “ last
moves will be rapid ones.” Do yon know of some soul out of
the ark of safety? If so, there is your opportunity. But
you say, 1 do not know how to do perzonal work.”

In an article hy Dr. Torrey, entitled, “ The Summons
to Christiat Service,” he says: “ There i3 no other work in
the world that is so easy to do, so joyous, and ao abundant
in its fruitfulne-s, as rperczonal, hand-to-hand work, ‘The
youngest person can do Christian work., The way to learn
how to do it is by deing it.”

In Mr. Alexander’s articie, hefore referred to, the writer
says, “ The way to learn how to do personal work is by
doing it. No man ever learrs untii he hegins, The place
to begin is the first place you find open. Do the thing next
to you, and other opportunities wilt e found, There can he
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1o mistake so bad. in working for an indivlldual soul for
{Christ, as the fatal mistake of not making any honest en-
deaver. Not doing is the worst of doing.”

Moody was a personal worker. He was many tlmes
priticized because of his boldness in efforis to win souls,
yet be lived. to sea such efforts crowned with success in
nearly every case.

Frances Havergal was also a soul-winner. She mentions
one experience in her jife where she was visiting in a home
with ten other persons who were not Christians. Her prayer
was, “* I ord, give me all in this house.” Angd ghe says, * He
Just di.” It was followlng such an experience that she was
able to write that wonderful hymn that appears in Christ
in Song, the opening stanza of which reads as follows:

“Take my 1ife and let it be
Consecrated, I ord, to thee;
Take my hande, and fet them move
At the impulse of thy love.”
Begin this work right where you are-—in your family,
if there is need. “ Hide not thyself from thine own flesh.”
arin in the chureh, in the community, or wherever you
may be.
Rememher that the rentence of the Judge at the last
will be, * Inasmuch as ye did it not, . . . depart from me.”
J. W. MacE.

Suggestive Program for Fourth Week

Opening Exerélses: Song; Seavon of Prayer; Recitation,
by six members, of Bible promi-es to misslonary workers,
each memher to give one text; Minutes; Song.

1 esson: Some Missionary Experiences.

Reports of I abor,

Flans for Work.

Closing Song.

Note to the Leaders

The six members who are to recite the Bible promises
ghould be selected the previows week, and should be asked
to <elect their promises., and then compare notes to see
that each brings in a differsni promise.

The mi=sionary experiences to be teld or read should be
used to call forth the relation of missionary experiences by
the membere. 1f, immediztely after the experiences found
in the article In this paper have been given, the leader
would be ready to relate some experlences of his own, and
then wotild ask the members te tell any thev had had, he
would get the reports of labor In an easy and naturai way.
The relation of missionary experiences always brings life
{nte a meeting.

Some Missionary Experiences

TroM a busy sister: “I bad spcken to one of our ghop-
¥espers about different prases of the truth, and given him
tracts, but as I could not see that he was at all interested,
f had about made up my mind to stop my efforts there, Bt
one evening the man came to my house for reading matter,
and now he, with his wife and family of grown chiidren,
are reading ‘ Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation.’”

I'rom a brother: * I ¢tand teday as a witne~s to the effi-
cacy of prayer. It was the prayers of my loved ones that
ied me to the feet of Jesns, and § am convinced that God
hears and will answer every sincere, heartfe!t praver. [ am
convineed that fervent prayer is good missionary work, and
is assuredly a mo-t necessary Dreparation tor all our efferts
along that line. We are apt to rely on our own efforts,
hence the failurcs we so often meest, ‘ Not by might, nor by
power, but by my Spirit, saith tre { ord of hosts.'”

From a canvasser: “ 1 have had some fine experiences.
1 found one lady who has read her-elf into the truth through
the ilterature her father sent to her, and he accepted the
truth as a resuit of one tract, given to him by ane of our
people. It was encouraging to meet this lady. BShke hag
naver been to one of our churches, and has not joined the
chur(@, but seems happy in the truth, and sagerly asked me
about paying tithe.”

Several vears ago a lady moved Into a rew house and
found on the floor a fragment of a tract. The name was

torn off, but it told about a ltile girl studying her Bible.
The lady read this little scrap of paper over and over, and
learned therein that ihe seventh day is the Sabbath. She
knew nothing about Seventh-day Adventists, and did not at
that time begin keeping the Sabbath, although her hrother,
with whom she was. living, told her to do so If she {lought
it was right. About six years later she moved to another
city where one of onr ministers was holding meetings, She
attended one or twe of tham. She did not know that he was
an Adventist, but she liked the preaching, She, with a party
of friends, went away for a week on an cuting. Her min-
ister was of the party, and he toid her she ought not to go
{o tho:e meetings, because they were Seventh-day Adventist,
She returned home at once and began geing to the meetings,
and scon began keeping the Sabbath. Yor six long years
the seed of the Word had lain dormant in her heart, needing
only a Jittle watering to cause it to spring into life.

A few weeks ago a eopy of the Signs was placed in the
hands of Mr, , of the First Congrerational church in
Portland, Oreg. He was impressed that its messages were
of God. and began to study. He looked up our pecple and
attsnded our meetings in Poriland, and is now getting ready
to join us.

One of our workers met a lady in a restroom, who, when
she learned that our sister represented the Adventists, asked
quesitons so fast that the worker could hardly answer them.
This lady had heen studying, and seemed convinced that the
saventh day i3 the Sabbath and that she should keep 1t. She
is now reading on the subject.

More Signs — More Souls

A PoSTMAN, who had been delivering the Signs each week
to a chureh mi:sionary seeretary in an Hastern city, asked
her recently if he could subscribe for the paper, and was she
working up a club? She had sent in a cluh shortly before,
but he wanted the paper, and if he could not get it at the
club price, he would pay the full price. He had evidently
been reading the sister’s papers on his rounds.

“§x one of the reading-rooms of a soldiers’ training camp
in Virginia [ was viciting, I saw one of your papers, sent
there by soms subscriber by affixing a cne-cent stamp, and I
inelose you herewith the stamp used, and the corner of the
paper.

“From what [ saw of the paper I have a desire io see
more of it, and am herewith lnciosing you a money order
for 40 cents for a guarter of a year's suhscription, and will
ask that you date it back to the first of October, so I can
se@ all the October news you have printed.”

“ You will find inclosed $1 in postage stamps in payment
for a year’s subscription to your paper, the Signs of the
Tmes. We are Baptists, but through the kindness of a
friend, have been getting your paper the last six months,
and have become =o much interested in itf, especially in the
prophecies on our Lord's coming, that we fesl we cannoi
pozsibly give it up.”

“ Having found a copy of the Signs of the Times of Jan-
vary 8 and read it, I am convinced that I need your paper,
and therefere inclose my check for $1.50, for one year's
subgeription to the Signs of the Times, with ‘ Questions and
Answers,' "

Stady at Home

IF you cannot go to scheel, you can study at home and
make a3 good improvement as you could in -ciool, in pro-
porticn to the time you devete to study. The certificates
of credit of the Fireside Corrvespondence School are recug-
nized hy all Seventh-day Advenir-t schools and probably
by other schools. Early form the hahit of home study,
and practice It persistentiy. The president of the G:neral
Conference says: ~ 1 belicve your scheool 1s conferring an
ine-timable benefit upen our pecple.” Wwrite today For in-
formation about’ subjects, prices, and hew to earn your
tuition. Addre~s C. C. Iewls, Priucipal, Fireside Corre-
spondence School, Takoma Park, D. C.
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Migsionary Wolunteer
Bepartment

Program fer Week Ending March 1

Topic: “ For Such ¢ Time as This™”

Helpful Thought: * Noi more surely is the place prepared
for us in the heavenly-mansions than is the special place
designated on earth where we are fo work for God."—
“ Ohrist’'s Object Lessons.” p. 327.

Senior

. Opening Ixereives: Song and Sentence Pravers,

. Responsive Seripture Readine: 1 Cer, 13: 1-12,
Secretary’s Report and Reports of Bands.

Talk: A Woman for an Emergency.

Sympo-ium: “ For Such a Time ag This.”
Reading: An Incentive to Greater Activity.

. Reading: Experiences of Other:.

. Dur Regron~e.

. Ciose by repcating in concert our Aim and Motto.

Junior

. Ornening Exercises: Song and Sentence Pravers.

. Responsive Scripture Reading: 1 Cor, 13: 1-12,

. Secretary’s Report and Reports of Bands,

Talk: A Woman Who Did a Great Work.

. Reading: Jamie's Service Flag.

. Recitation: Somebody Else.

. Palk hy Superintendent: " For Such a Time as This”
&, Our KHcsron-e.

9, Cloze by repeating the Lord’s Prayer in concert.

Notes to the Leaders

Aim for Today.~ Strive t2 give the young peorle in your
society two things today —a clearer understanding of the
times in which we live and a deeper ~enxe of their per-onai
‘respon-ibility for the salvation of others. Remember we
have “ccme to the kingdem for such a time as this.” Are
wa a3 joval as Daniel was? as E-ther wa~? We ars here
for a definite purpose. (Notice helpful thonght. Why not
put the topic and heipful thouzht on the board?) * TFhe
end of all things is at band!™ The finishing touches t>
God's great work on earth are being added just now: ani it
is in this supreme hour that he eall3 upon the young people
to help, Can tre count on the young reople i1 your society
for such a time as this? That i3 a question you should
angwer today,

Material— [ ook over the wmaterial for both program-~,
“Somebody Else” and “ Experiences of Otherg” are good
for both feniors and Juniors.

Opening Earcrcises— Have at least two roed songtr—
some that yon can siny heartily together. The fol'owing,
and many others, In Christ In Song are geod: *“ Ask not
to be excu-ed,” “ Awalke my soul! stretch every nerve,”
“Come, let u= anew our journey purwie,” and * Give of your
best to the Master.” If your society is 1ot large, cannot
each one offer a sentence praver for t*e thing be feelq most
in neel of in order t1 he trie amid the temntations that
come to young pecple in such a time az tris?

Becretary's Report and Reports of Bands.~AS soon as the
secretary bas glven bhis report,— including the weekly report
of work,— a~k each band Irader to give a two-minute report
on the progrers made last month and the plany for the
month jiet hemn. Remember tre bands are {*e “ands ani
feet of the society. Keen them busy. If the Junior society
is not divided into hands, have veports of work hy jeader
or secretary,

LS OV ca by =

Sanior

A Woman for an Emergency.— Have a five-minnte talk
on Estler. For belps on this talk =ee ** The Starv of Proph-
at3 and Kin~g" pn, 598006, Tmpla-ize especially the lrs-
sons her life shonld teach vs. Some one hax calle? her the
Wa~hington of Ter race ani the mather of her epvntrv,
8he waz loyal and ohedlent to her foster father; she was
taetful in her dealings with the kinz; she prayed mmneb: s 0
fasted; she saw the danger s“e faced, but her conrage fallad
not; <he was chedient to the cali of duty for sneh a time as
this, and <he wa= willing to give her life in order to be loyal
to her people and obedient to her God. ok could count on
her in time of a great crisis. Can ke count on us in this
greater crisis?

Sympostum: * For Such a Time as This.,'— Let this be
given by four young people, each taking one cection of the
article as the basls of these talks. Hider Wilcox has pre-
pared an cxcellent article for the society mestinz for today.
Iet each young person study his section until the sodrit of
the me-sage it containg po-ses~es his heart. Do not jet the
message be lost between the rostrum and the audience,

Our Response~- Plan your program carefully, Allow at
least ten minutes for this response even if you must cut
short rome other parts. Remember, expression deepens
impres=ion. Ask each Missionary Volunteer to respo_nd
briefly to the call that the program today brings to him.
Two things needful to all of us: To senve the times in
which we live, and to live lives that will prove that we do
gen-~e them,

When Dr. Channing was a little boy, he heard Dr.
Hopkins speak on the judzment. He was deeply im-
pressed, and fe't sure that his father, who was a deacon,
would speak to him about his sout when they got home, for
young as te wa", he knew he was not ready to meet God.
But his father did not tglk ahout the sermon at all. Dr.
Channing gaid tater: “ 1 made up my mind that my father
did not be'izve one word that be bad.heard. He was not
glarmed;: why should | bhe? And T dizmissed the whoie
subjcet from my thoughts,” His father’s thoughtlessness
drove him from the cross of Calvary, and Dr. Channing
bocame a chamrpion of Unitariani-m.

What if some one is drifting becaiuse vou and I are not
alarmed ahout hiz condition! O, the curse of our uncon-
cern! Srall we not pleice our-elves today to wale up to
the importance of our Father’s husiness? Paithfui Bible
gtndy and prayer, and service for others will keep us alert,
Let us try this remedy for indifference!

Junior

A Woman Who Did a Great Work.— See Senior noete om
“ A Woman for an Emergency.” Use some helps. Ask one
of your oider Juniors t give this talk: perhaps it would be
better to Pave him write the story and read it to the society.
If you desire, kave him conceal the name, and let the other
Juniors gueeg it when he tas finis»ed.

" For fuch g Time as This” (Sunerintendent’s talk) o
Connect the talk with the parts that have gone bhefore.
Those who would serve in such a time 3~ this mu t not say,
“ Please let somebody elue ' when God ealls, but like Esther
obey at all co~ts. Vou will find ahunfant relp for the talk
in the articles by Elder Wilcox and Brother Mace. Would
it rot be well to empha 1ze the elements of character needed
for true service? and alzo the fact that now is the time to
seciure these element~? Washington i3 a noble example of
truthfulness. Lincoin i* known the world gver as “ Hon-
egt Abe.” One.thing abount Garfield this country cannot
forget is his attitude toward hisc mother. When he was
inangurated as Pre~ident of the Urited Stated, he stooped
to kiss her, and to give her eredit for hisz suceeg:, That
nobie Southern ~taterman, Rebert B, 1 ce, must ever remlnd
us of kindne-s to others, One thing that makes the Presi-
dent of the United Statcs today the great leader of jeaders
that te i, is his lova'ty to a con-cience that he strives to
Leep in fune with the Word of Goad,

Think of the pioneers in the advent movement— Hider
James White, Elder Jo~epb Bates. Mrs. B. G. White, and
others. They too pos-es-ed sterling gualities of character.
The same is true of men like Wlders Danieli=, Evans, Splcer,
and others who are leadine ont in our denominational work
in this critieal time. Our Junior boys and girls do not have
to wait till trev grow up to erve Jewug. They may begln
today. Bnt if they would be truly suceessfu} workers, they
mnst not oniy study tard to know the trath, bvt with the
help of Je-us, they must learn to be kind, honest, helpful,
truthful, and con-cientious. Every Junior whe does this
will find something noble and true to do for the Master in
such a time as this.

Our Response,— Sce Senior note on “Our Response.”
Tet t~ere be no dumb Juniors. How <orry our parents
wonld he if we were dumb and countd not talk. Bnt have you
ever thought how many dumh children God has? They sit
still in church and never sav one word for him in =ocial
meeting, They never «ay Thank you for the wonderfnl
tvings Cod dees for them. They never talk to others ghout
him. How sorry he must be! Make him glad today!

“For Such a Time as This™
The Time; the Work; the Worker; and the
Source of Power

THE history of the world records no hour like this. The
state, the chureh, the Individwal, tace prohlems nevar be-
fore faced, problems so far-reaching and eomplex in their
character that their solution cannot be found apart from
the leadings of dlvine wisdom. We have pasved from an
old world into a new world. The year 1914, when the great
World War began, with all the changes which have followed
in its wake, marked the beginning of modern history.

The time is the time of the end — that period foretold
hy the prophets which will mark the culmination of qprth’s
bistory, which will witne-s the last great struggle between
the powers of light and of darkness. The controversy he-
tween truth and error, which was begun in heaven itself
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by the apostasy of Satan and by the fall of man and which

was transferred to this earth, where it has waged for six:

thousand years, will be finished in this time in which we
live,

For the finishing of the controversy there will be mar-
ghaled on the side of the prince of .darkness all the hosts
of evil, The genius, the talent, the wealth, the culture of
an evil world will be arrayed on the side of error. Wicked
powers of earth will war against God’s work and persecute
his people. Opposed to these evil combinations will be the
messengers of gospe! truth, carrying to a sinful world God's
last call of merey to repentance. Humble men and women
they are who carry the mes-age, but the message is a
mighty one, and the power which accompanies the mes-age
is no lezs than the power of the King of kings and Lord
of lords. These great and momentous issues make this
a time of thrilling interest, a time of unparalleled oppor-
tunity, a time of heroic endeavor,

The Work

For every great crigis in the church and in the world in
ages of the pa~t God has had a me-sage suited to the time.
He gave a message to Noal for his day, to Jobn the Baptist
as the Ma~ter’s forerunner for the time in which he lived.
Through Luther and his colaborers Heaven seni a message
to the peopie of the sixteenth century. For this critical
time in the wortd’s history God has a message for mankind.
That message is found in the fourteenth chapter of Revela-
tion, and apprizes men of the fact that the hour of God's
judgment bas been reached. It exhorts them to turn their
hearis away from the worchip of self and of the things of
this world to their Creator. It points oui the law of God
as the standard of judgment, and sounds a warning against
the worship of the beast and his image, again~t those pow-
ers and combinations whieh array themselves against God
and his truth.

That message develops a people keeping thre command-
ments of God and baving the faith of Jesus. It i§ a world-
wide mevsage. It is to go to every nation, kinired, tongue,
and people. That meszage is now due the world, and God
in his providence has opened the way so2 that it may be
earrled to earth’s remotcst bounds. The doors of prac-
tieally every nation of earth have been unlocked. One re-
sult of the CGreat War haz been to open avenues hitherto
securely closed, for the entrance of the gospel message.

And Heaven has opened the way for this msssage to be
earried. Modern invention and science have provided means
whereby this may be done. Steam and electricity, the tele-
graph, the telephone, the printing press, and thousands of
other agencies which have been brought into being during
the lagt few years have become the handmaids of the Zospel
messengey. The Lord by his providence has prepared the
way at this time for the speedy finishing of his work,

The Worker

The Lord has a message for the world. He has provided
mechanieal facliities by which this message may be given,
but the mes-age cannot be given without a messenger. In
his providence he has called into exi~tence a people whom
he bhas commissioned as hig light bearer>, To every man
he has given a work to do. Upon the young men and young
women particulariy has he laid a speclal burden. The
strenuous times in which we live, the earnest work to be
done, the difficult and trying service to be performed require
the strength, the adaptability, the enthusia m of young.men
and young women.

God ean use the azed and those of advancel years for
counszlors, to stay by the stuff, to hold the rores, but the
strong young men and young women can do a work which
these cannot do. They can more readily adapt themselves
to new and unusual eonditions. They can acquire new lan-
guages; they can the more readily endure the toil and prl-
vations and hardships which fall to the [ot of those engaged
in agegressive warfare. This is recognized by every nation
in ealling to its defensc its younger citizens,

It is no easy task to which tlie youth of this denomina-
tion are called. They must go forth to face difficulties and

dangers. But what an opportunity it affords for heroic
endeavor! How many times have we looked to the past
and have wished that we had becn afforded the opportunity
of standing in some great crisis and proving ourselves
heroes and heroines in the face of danger and dificulty.
Such an opportunity is afforded in the history of the ehurch
today, as never before during its experience. The work is
go comprehensive in jts character and so varied in its nesds
that every worker cam find the highest exercise for the
development of the natural ability with which God has en-
dowed him.

The Source of Power

But if God calls his children to face danger and difficulty,
and to carry te the world an unpopular truth, he does not
leave them to perform ttis service in their own strensth.
The promisze of the gospel commi-sion is to every bsliever
in the twenticth eentury a3 fully as it was to the church of
the first century, Declares the Ma<{er: “ Al! power is given
unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ve therefore, aud teach
aii nations, bartizing them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Gho=t: teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” Matt.
28: 18-20.

The Captain of our command possesses all power. He is
our source of wisdom and strength, He promi-es that he
will be with us " even unto the end of the world.,” In this
comranionzhip we may go to earth’s remotet bounds, trust-
ing him for wisdom, and looking to him for deliverance in
every time of need.

And we may do this joyfully and courageously. The
promise given to Joshua, a comparatively young man, about
to enter upon the difficult tack of !'eading Israel into the land
of Canaan, i3 for the young men and women of this day and
generation: * Have not I commanded thee? Bz strong and
of a good courage; be not afraid, ncither be thou dismayel:
for the I ord thy God is with thee whitherscever thou goest”
Joshua 1: 9. This fellowship with the Master, this connec-
tion with divine power, may be obtained by tre consecra-
tion of the life to him, and this is the cail which Christ is
making to the young men and women of this denomination.

It is for such a time as this and for such a work as this
that the young men and young women of this chureh live,
As God brought Hsther of old to the throne of Persia in
order to u~e her as a chosen in-trument to meet a special
erigis, so Cod ras given to the young men and women of
this denomination a knowledge of the times in which they
live in order that they may rally to the occasion and meet
the issucs for this day. Failing to do this they will prove
reereant to their bigh and colemn responsibility.

Satan will seek by every means in his power to divert
the youth from this high and holy purpose. Every worldly
inducement will be offered to draw them away from the
work of God. B+t may the same spirit of zeal posse:s their
kearts as rossessed tte heart of Nechemiah of 0ld. He de-
clared, when the world would seek to divert him from the
work for which he tad bheen made responsible: “ Y am doing
a great worli, so that 1 cannot come down: why should the
work cea~e, whilst 1 leave it, and come down to you?”
Neh. 6: 3.

For this solemn hour and for tte solemu work of this
solemn hour may we devote willingly and joyfuliy to the
Iord our ail in the finishing of the me“sage committed
to us. F. M., Wcox.

Experiences of Others

Brorurr I rscoms rays: “ As I'bezan to introduce my
work in a certain home by speaking of preseni-day condi-
tions, the lady stopped me and told me of the dream she
had had. S%e =aid <he had been much perplexed over con-
diEions in tke world, and that the second nirht before my
arrival trere she dreamsed that she bad got up at night
to pray for light. and had asked the Lord what these
things meant. The next night she dreamed of seeing
two flelds, one bright, and the other dark and dreary, with
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a great gulf between. She recognized my book as an
answer to her prayer, feeling sure that it would help bridge
the gulf, and was happy for the opportunity to get one.”
What a privilege is ours of being “ workers together with
God !

Brother Manuel writes: * Ag soon as I made known the
nature of my work at a certain place, the lady asked me to
come right in, and showed a peculiar interest in my catl. [
had not proceeded far with my canvass when she stopped
me, saying that she had been looking for me all day. She
bad an afflicted child in the home, who, since getting up
that morning, had been repeating over and over again the
words, ¢ God-man. book.” So sbe had been looking for some
one to eome with & religious book. She anxiously gave her
order, feeling convinced that my book contained a messago
for her.”

Surely God works in marvelous ways! All he asks of
us Is that we ec-operate with him. The workers whose re-
ports we have Just read did not know that these persons
were waiting for them. Buf God knew. Persons are walt-
ing for you to brine the Masfer's message of hope to tbhem.
God knows who they are, and he will iead you to them If
you wiil co-operate with him.

An Incentive to Greater Activity

Tris is our opportunity. The World War is over, and
we are facing a little time of peace. Throughout the world
prejudice of long standing, together with despotism and
arbitrary sovereignty, are falling before the march of de-
mocracy and freedom, leaving the way open for the ad-
vancement of the me:sage, and the proclamation of the com-
ing kingdom.

In the Baptist Standard of November 23 is a striking
statement tbat shouid stir us to emulation, It reads as
follows:

‘“The eloek has struck for the Baptists, Will they not
now see the hands on the dial, note the hour, and take
orders from the great Head of the ehurch for world con-
quest in gpiritual terms?*”

The Literary Digest of November 30, in an article en-
titled ** A Call to Repentance,” quotes from the Christian
Century. After graphically picturing the passing events of
the hour, and calling the attenfion of the reader to the
strange and commanding voice erying in the deep valley of
the Jordan, “ Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven I3 at
hand,” tke quotation goes on to say:

*If social eustoma and economie habits that were sup-
posed to be a part of the established order of the world
bave crumbled at the advent of the new time, if Govern-
mental decislons that would have shocked an earfier zener-
ation, are now accepted as commonplace, if the effort to
galvanize political parties into a semblance of their old
animosity seems trivial and futile, not less are the religious
factors of our common life rezhaping themselves with a
rapidity and certainty which are the despair of the apolo-
glsts for denominationalism and the defenders of tradition.”

It then saye: * Objectives that at best could be hoped for
only after many years are taken and passed almost in a
day. If these facts do not signify the coming of the king-
dom in a new and unprecedented way, it would be difficult
to give them adequate interpretation. And if this le so,
then, as of old. there Is urgent need of the thrilling ery,
‘Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.'”

Again, let me say that when a denomination like the
Baptist who do not carry as one of their fundamental
tenets the early return of our Lord, and other men who
know not the prevent-day message, see in the passing events
the dawn of a new kingdom, how much more should we
bestir gurselves, who believe that te us is committed the
preaching of the gospel of the kingdom to all the world,
as a preparation for the setting up of God’s everlasting
kingdom. 1et us pray for a wider vision, a clearer compre-
henslon of the signs of the times, and for a greater reali-
zation of our individual respon<ibility. J. W, MAcCE.

Maxe your program assighments two weeks early.

Jamie’s Service Flag

“ MoTHER, do you know that our house is the only one
on the street that hasn't a service flag In the window?”
sald Jamie as he burst into the house. * Just think, the only
one! I don't see why ! couldn’t have been eighteen so we
could have some one old enough to help Uncle Sam, Then
we could have had a star in the window.”

“ [ belleve we can have a service flag and a good many
starg on it said Jamie’s mother as she went to her writing
desk and took out a little box of red paper stars, “Of
course we shail have the stars inide, for this is going to
be home service instead of foreign serviee. You know there
are many ways to help your country, your home, and those

“around you, without being enlisted in the army. Now, every

time that you do something during the day that is of real
help to some one, we will put a star on the flag that [ will
put up in your window,”

‘1 wonder what I ean do,” said Jamie to himself. "*1I
ltnow Mrs. Ganto has no one to help her since her two boys
went away. I belisve I will go over and earry her eoal and
fix some kindling for her.”

On his way back Jamie found a ten-cent plece on the
sidewalk. It was right in front of a candy shop. Jamie
icoked at the ten-cent plece and then he looked at the candy
in the window. “No; I won’t buy any candy. I can have
anotber star in my flag by giving this to help those poor
people in Bobemia that our minister talked about last
Sabbath.”

Jamie found many opportunities to serve during that
day. He wasbed the disbes for his mother; he carried a
heavy basket for an old woman; he took some of hiz Mem-
ory Verse Cards, and carried them to a little friend who
was sick. In fact all through the day Jamie found many
chances to be of real service.

That night there were nine stars on Jamie's service flag.
As he prayed, he said: * Jesus, I thank thee that I am in the
service, and tbat although my stars don’t show from the
street, you know ali about them; and please when you make
your record, mark our house with a service star in the
window. Amen.” Hazer WorpeEN RoTH.

Somebady Else

WHo's Somebody Elee? T should like to know.
Does he live at the North or South?
Or is it a lady fair to see
‘Whose name Is in every one’s mouth?
For Meg says, “ Somebody BHlse wiil sing,”
Or, * Somebody Else can play,”
And Jack says, “ Please lot Somebody Else
Do some of the errands today.”

If there's any hard or unpleasant task
Or difficult thing to do. .

"Tis always offered to Somebody Else —
Now {sn't this very true? ‘

But if some fruit or a pleasant trip
Is offered to Diek or Jess.

We hear not a word of Somebody Else,
Why? [ will leave you to guess.

The word of cheer for a stranger lad
T'his Somebody Else will speak,

And the poor and helple*s who need a friend
Good Somebody Else must seek.

The c¢up of cold water in Jesus’ name,
0, Somebody Eise will offer,

And worde of love for a broken heart

. Brave Somebody Else will profier.

There are battles in life we only can fight,
And victories, too, to win,

And Somebody Else cannot take our place,
When we shall have “entered in."

But if Somebody Else has done his work
While we for ease have striven,

'Twill oniy be fair if the bles-ed reward
To Somebody Else is given.

— Union Bignal.

“FroM his earliest years he [Jesus] was pos~essed of one
purpose; he lived to bless others.”—* The Desire of Ages,”
». 70,
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Program for Week Ending March 8

Bubject: * Makers of South America”

Helpful Thought: The Neglected Continent of yesterday has
become the Qontinent of Opportunity today,

1. Song-Service,
2. 8ilent Prayer.
3, Scripture Lesson: Morning Waich Verses since last
review,
. Secretary’s Report, including renort of work,
. Report: Monthly SBurvey of Mivsion~.
. Symposium: * Makers of South Amerlca,”
. Que~tion Box.
. Rewponvive Reading: Ps. 62: 112,
. Round Table. Yy
10. Clese with a season of prayer.

Junior

Bubject: * The Land of the Golden Man.”
Helpful Thought: “And ye who cannoi go, ch, help with
the wondrous weapon, prayer!”

1. Song Service.
2, Silent Prayer.
3. Seripture 1ezson: Morning Watch Verses since last
veview,
. Secretary’s Report. including rerort of work.
. Report: Monthly Survey of Mi~sions,
. Symposium: * The Land of the Golden Man.”
. Rarid Fire.
. Recitation: “You Have Never Stood in the Darkness.”
Respon~ive Reading; Ps. 62: 1-12,
. Round Table,
. Close with a season of prayer.
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Notes to the Leaders

General Aim—Tet your aim he: Firet, to fix in the
minds of all precent the be~t thoughts anl the most helpful
lessons gleaned from the books on South America in the
Reading Courses begun la~t fall. Sureiy your Educational
Secretary will work hard to make tbis a very snecez=fnl
meeting, and of course, all the other officers will do their
hest,

Second: Give the Mission Survey for the month a promi-
nent place In your proeram; and before the meeting closes,
announce vour plans for the Missions Survey to be given in
April, Why not plan for a Mi~sion Question Box for April?
If you plan one, previde a box, and invite your Missionary
Volunteers, Seniors and Juniors, te join you in filling it
with good live questions on foreign missions that are an-
gwered in the issues of the Review for the month, Ask that
each question be signed, and that each per<on be able to
answer the questions he puts in; hut of course, others should
be given a chance to do so first,

Song Service~— Sing two or three good migsionary songs
at the heginning, and intersperse your program with such
good music ag your Missionary Volunteers can furnish,

Rilent Prayer.— Devote a few moments to silent prayer,
then all join In praying the Lord's Prayer.

Seripture Lesson.— Have the Morning Watch Texts from
February 16 to March 8§ reclted or read just as If they were
all con=ecutive verses, Iff you desire, you could have them
given by three persons. each giving one week’s texts. Thee
texts are gplendid, and make an appropriate Serivture Iesson.
If the person or persons cannot recite them withont hesitat.
inz between verses, aslt that the verses be copled and read
without giving references.

Secretary’s Report and Repori of Work.— The faithful
gecretary will work hard to have an intaresting report each
week, Have a weekly report, bt never, never let it be a
weakly report. Have you tried the large comrarat've chart
of work?
dum of Aftendance and Work. Enter the totals for the
society each week, and watch them grow.

Mouthly Survey of Missions~~Have this given as
planned a month a=o. Enconrage your Missionary Volun-
teers to keep these items in notebooks. What an intere-ting
current hi-tory of misgions each Mi-sionary Volunteer
conid have as from month to0 menth interesting items were
added! What a valuable fund of information to draw from
later?

Senior

SBymposium: “ Makers of South Americe.”— Seclect six
hlographies in “ Makers of South America.,” Assign these
to as many Miesionary Volunteers, asking each to give a
one-to-three-minute talk. Alow most of the time for.the
mi~sjonary biographies. If all or nearly all the yvoung peo-
ple in your soclety have read the hook, let the young people
who give the biographies conceal the names and have the
audience guess them. Let each endeavor to bring out the
most helpful thoughts in his hiography.

Use an enlarged cony of a page in the Memoran- -

Question Bowx.— Thig should he conducted by the Educa-
tional Secretary. Make out a list of questions whose an-
swers are hound to bring out some intensely interesting
facts found in ** Makers of South America.” Have the
audience answer them as rapidly as pessibie.

Responsive Eeading.— This shouid be read with special
interest today. It was this psalm that strengthened Allen
Gardiner’s heart when he met death so heroically in Sonth
America. Allen Gardiner and his associates managed to
prolong a wretched existence for nine montha, but at last
one by one they starved to death. Still, amid these desper-
ate circumstances Allen Gardiner continved to trust God.
The men who found their bodies fater found Psalms 62: 5-8
painted upon the rock, Bear tnese facts in mind when you
read this psalm today.

Round Table~— Ask all to glve interesting facts
learned, or at least heard today, or in some way to express
themselves on the subject of mlssions. What can we do for
South America? — We can ail pray. We can ail study its
needs that we may pray more intelligeitly, And we can
give! This year the Missionary Velunterrs in the Take
Union are raiging $8,600 tfor the Lake Titicaca Mission, and
the Miscionary Volunteers in the Southea-tern Union are
raising $2,5660 for the work in otler parts of South America,
It would be wetl to introduce this Round Table with the
reading of the poem given in the Junior pregram.

Close with a season of prayer.— Give ail an opportunity
to mention requests for prayer. Then cali up to the front
several Missienary Velunteers who know how to get close
to God In prayer to take part.

. Junior

Ree Senior Notes on “ Responsive Reading ” and * Round
Table,”

Symposium: “ The Land of the Golden Man.”— Select
six interecting ctories — the six you like best, Have these
told by six Juniors.

Rapid Fire~— Do as suggested In Sentor note on the
“ (Juestion Box; " only draw your questions from ™ The
Land of the Golden Man.”

“You Have Never Stood in the Darkness.”— The Juniors
may be too yeung to appreciate this poem; but surely the
message will appeal to the older Juniors. (See page 14,)

Program for Week Ending March 15

Subject: How to Come to Christ.

Hetpful Thought: * Just as I am, without one plea
But that thy blood was shed for me.”

Senior

. Opening Exerciges: Song service and prayer,

. Scripture Reading: Ps, 51:1-17, 32: 1, 2.

. Secretary’s Report, including report of work.
Round Table Discussion: Coming to Chri-t.

. Reading: Toe Late. See Instructor of March 4,
. Reading: My Greatest Regret,

Consecration Service, '

Close with a season of earnest prayer,
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Junlor
. Opening Exercises: Song service and prayer,
. Beripture Reading: P=. 51: 1-17, 32: 1. 2,
. Secretary’'s Report, including report of wors,
Talls: Coming to Christ.
Reading: Stubborn Sammy.
Recitation: The Sale. See Insirucior of March 4,
. Consecration Service.
. Close with silent prayer,

Notes to the Leaders
Today's Lesson.— Connect today's lesson with the tweo
in the series that have gone before, We have stndied sin
and its remeiy. This week emphasize how the remedy Is
to be used. We must do our part — believe, repent, confess,
It wouid be well if your Mizsionary Volunteers — Seniors
and ofder Juuniors— could read the chapters in - Steps to

.Christ” on “ Repentanes,” and “ Confession ™ before coming

to the meeting. We ali need to study the subject that is
before us today, HKach day we should learn more fully how
to come to Christ. So study this subject praverfnily, that
a3 young people you may draw nearer to the Saviour, and
that as soul-winners you may know better how to lead others
to him.

Materials.~— 1T ook over material for both programs. You
may find something in the other program that you will de-
sire for your own,

Bociely Work-— How about the devotional features of
your soctety? Is your personal workers’ band meeting regu-
larly for prayer and coun=el? Are all observing the Morning
Watch? What about the Bible Year? Are you putting forth
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personal effort for thove you know are not having a bright
Chri-tlan experience? Careful attention to these lines will
help to make permanent the success of today's meeting,

Senior

Round Teble Discussion: Coming to Christ.~— Assign the
gections of this article to different young people, Ask the
one who takes *“ Three Esentials " to stndy the chapters on
“ Repentance” and “ Confecsion” in “ Steps to Christ,” as
well as that section of the articie, as a Dbasis for his talk,

. Consecrgt’on Serv'ee— Every Mis-ionary Volunteer
shonld have sometling to say 1n the consecration service,
There's always something for which to be thankfui., Have
you bhad a hanpy Charistian exnerience during the past week?
Thank tre Ma=ter for it. Have there heen many triais?
Thank him for them. If you mest them in his way they
wili help yon. Have you made many mi~takes? Thank him
for tte forcivemes~ ke {s waiting to give you. Nothing is
more honorable than to make a wrong right. One young
man who learned the joy of heing forpiven, feit that he
must tell others ahout his Ma~ter. He attempted to preach
one day. Some one came along and said: “ Young man,
you can‘t preach, ¥ou gnzht to he ashamed of yourseif.”
“8o I am,” he replied, “but I'm not athamed of Jesus.”
Are you ashamed of him? If not, speak a word to his
glory today.

Junior
Coming to Christ.— Have some of the oider Juniors give
short talks on different sections of this article.

Consecraticn Service— See Senior note. Make tbe con-
geeration service your opportunity to bring home to the
boys and girls the lesson for the day.

Coming to Christ

A vouNg woman left home to ask her minister to tell
her how to come to Chrizt. As she took her seat in the
street car, she noticed three of her most Intimate friends,
A volce geemed to whisper in her ear: “ Don’t tell them
where you are going,” but another voice said, “ Yes, tell
them, and ask them to go too.” IFinally she won out, and
geating herself by her friends, she said, ' Girls, I've made
up my mind to he a Christian, and I'm going to zee our
minister and ask him to show me bow to come to Christ.
Won't you come with me?”

Her friends declined, and she went alone. But what a
blesgel experience was herg! She rang the dcor bell and
tre mini-ter greeted her cordisily. For a minute she sfood
there hesitating, then she smiled, and =aid, “ Why Rider
, I left home to come here to ask you top lead me to
Christ. Buf now that [ am here, I want to tell you 1 have
found him.

0Of course she had faund him. He had been standing at
the door of her unentered heart, and the moment ste pulled
the latclrstring — why, there was the Friend she was geck-
in~ After she made up her mind to give up the world and
he a Chri-tian, she did not have to seeft long to find him,
for e was true to his promise, “Ye ghall seek me, and
find me, when ye shail search for me with all your heart.”
Jer, 29: 13, How guickly she found bhim when she accepted
his invitation, * Come unto me ™!

“ Come unto Me ™

‘Come unto me. Trat sentence — one of the sweetest in
the entire Bibie — co~t our Saviour a great deal; but he has
paid the price. “ Come,” says¢ he; * you do not need to suffer
the penalty of your sins, I took your place, I have paid
it all.”

There i3 a story —a true story — from the timne of the
Clvil ‘War that will help us to appreciate more fuiiy what
it meant for Jewus to take our place. Thig i3 the story:

Soveral men were to he shot.

- The commanding eofficer was ahout to give the signal to

" shoot. when a young man rushed up to him.

’ * My, Officer,” hegan the youth, “may I take the place

...of. that man standing yonder? He has a famiiy and T have

. nong; everybody would miss him, and no one wounld miss
me.”

“Tf the man has no objections,” said the officer coolly,

[ “1 have none,”

8o the innocent youth walked up behind the line, and

pulling the condemned man back, he stepped into his place.

The line wag drawn up. -

The command was given to fire. The seli-sacrificing youth
fell, and was buried in a small town in Missouri, A stone
was placed at the head of hig grave, and on it were inscrihad
these words: “ Sacred to the memory of Willie Lear, He
took my place.”

Jesus took your place and my place, and today he is
calling for us fo come, “Come,” says he, “I took your
place that you might come. [ suffered that you might he
happy. 1 toiled that I might give you rest. I let the people
ridicule and persecute me that 7 might carry you safely
through trials. I shed my hlood on Caivary that it might
cover your sin3. [ died that you might live. I gave up
everything that T might make a way for you to come home.
Won't you come?”

He knows alt about our sins, He kunows how often we
have tried and failed; be knows, too, when we have failed
to try. He knows what blunders we have made. He can
¢oe the darkest corners in our hearts and read clearly every
selfish thing hidden there. He hatez sin Infilnitely more
than vou or I do. But he loves ug just the same, and bids
ug come, “Come,” says he, “and let me take that load of
gin from your back. Come, and find life’s deepe-t joys In
doing my will. Come, that I may send you out to bring
others home,” This invitation is for you, for me, for every-
body. No one is left out.

All May Come

“Wera you privileged to visit the Episcopal church in
Newport, on the Isle of Wight,” says Wiiliam P. Pilerce,
“you would ree a heantifnl monument erected by Queen Vie-
toria. It is the statue of a young girt reclining on an open
Bible. You could read on the marble page these words,
¢ Come unto Me, all ve that labor and are heavy-laden, and
1 wili give you rest’ This plece of art repre-ents the
princers Elizabeth., During the wsrs of the Commonwealth
she was confinel in Carizbrooke Casfle, and was found hy
the jaiier Iying dead on the fioor, with her bead on an open
Bthle, and her cheek on this particular verse, “ Come unto
Me” In her loneliness and heaviness of soul, she had found
comfort in these words, and like an escaped hird who~e pin-
ions carry it onward and upward on the hreeze of the morn,
REiizabeth, with the a-surance of this truth, fcll asleep in
Jesus, thus e-caping the prisen yen of Carighroote”

That promise is as good today as it was back there, and
we, too, may find comfort in it, for we are ail invited to
come. There is no excertion. The *“ Come 1nto me ™ is for
each one of us, And let s not forget that in the Ma-ter’a
“ Come unto me " iies our only way of escape from ¢in and
itg sorrows, That way i3 still open, and Jesus bids us come.

“Just ag T Am"»

When the prodigal son made up his mind to return to
his father, he did not stop to “ fix up.,” He left everything,
and started for home to throw himself unpon his father's
mercy, just as he was. And you remember the reception
he received. Of courze he had sguandered everything. He
had no money for new clothes, He simply could not better
his appearance. We, too, have squandered all. Our right-
epusness iz only flithy rars. We cannoi lmprove ourselves.
‘We, too, are prodigals and must return to our Father in
the same way. But many of us, like Charlotte Eiliott, make

"It suck hard work to decide to come to Jesus juzt as we

are, even if It is the only po-slble way we can come to him.

J. W. Chapman tells the story of Charlotte Elliott’s con-
version in these words: “ At one time she was in the midst
of a company in the city of London, and among other gue-ts
was Cagar Maian, a devout man of God. He saw this young
lady, and, cro-sing the room ito where she was, he said to
her, * Are you a Christian?’

“And she replied, with considerahle dignity, ‘T do not
care to discuss that que~tion just now.’

“ And then the dear old man, looking upon her, said, ‘I
trust you will forgive me; I did not mean to hurt you,
I logked across the room, and you seemed so very beauntiful
to me that I wondered if you were a child of God, and so
1 thought 1 would come and ask you.

“Some days after that, these two were in another com-
pany. This time it was Charloite Elliott who crossed the
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room to Cxsar Malan, and said to him, ‘I am so very sorry
that I was so very rude to you the other evening; the fact
is, I am not a Christian, and I have been troubled ever
since you asked me, and I should like to know how I may
become one.’ .

“ The old man replied, * My dear, it is very simple; you
have but simply {o come to Jesus/ .

“ And she said to him, ‘But I am a very great sinner)

“‘No matter; you have but to come to Jesus/’

“ 3he said to him, ¢ Will he take me just as I am?’ and
he gaid, ‘ Yes: he will take you just as you are, and no
other way.’ .

“ And then she said, ‘ Well, if he will take me just as
I am, then I will come; * and shke went home to her room,
and sat down at her desk, and wrote the beautiful words
of that hymn,—

“ Just as I am, without one plea
But that thy blood was shed for me,

And that thou bidst me come to thee,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.”

So she finally came to Jesus just as she was, and her
beantitul song, “Just as I am” has helped thousands of
other young people to learn how to come to tneir Saviour.

l'l‘hree Essentials

- When the young prodigal learned for himself how foolish
he had been to chooze the world and its pleasures, he was
sorry. He remembered how good his father had been. Ie
knew he did not deserve to be taken back, but the least
place among the servants at home was better than anything
he conld hope for where he was, aud down in his heart he
must have belleved his father would at least give him a
place’ amoﬂg the servants. ' So he started. He left every-
thing, and when he reached his father, he confessed his sins.

And every- other -prodigal musi return by the same road
—= believe, repent, confess. These are the steps that lead ta
Jesus. And he not ontly polnts them ocut, but he will give
us strength to take them. Is it hard sometimes to believe
God’s promises to the sinner? Then pray with the dis-
trezsed ‘seeker of old: *“Lord, I believe; help thou mlne
unbelief,” Does it seem hard to turn away from the world
and sin? Spend a little time with God and with his Word.
Tell him how you are tempted, He is sympathetic,

When Jerry Meauley was only nineteen, he received a
sentence to fifteen years’ lmprisonmept. One night he bhegan
to read the Bible in hig ionely cell in Sing Sing, Somehow
the Word spoke to nim. He fell on his knees and prayed.
Before the morning broke he had found Jesus, and he was a
freer man behind prison bars that morning than he had ever
been outgide. No one can linger long in communion with
the Master without getting his viewpoint of sin, and that
always creates & deep longing in the heart to be rid of sin
at all.cogt. Then, confessing is a relief, and confessing
pur sins is God's way of delivering us from them., What
a merciful way of dealing with his erring creatures!

“XI Will Arise and Go to My Father ™

But let us go back onee more te that prodigal boy of
old. Poor foolish boy! Our hearts go out to him as he
roamg around on the hlllside watching the swine, hungry
ehough to eat the husks that were fed to them. Satan had
promised him very different things when he enticed him to
leave home; and the boy thought that he and the tempter
— only, of course, he didn’t think of his partner in the
affair -—— knew helter than his old father. But now the boy’s
eyes were open; he had been cheated by Satan, and he knew
it. He * came to himself,’* after a while; and then he did the
most honorable thing recorded in his biography., He said,
“1 will arise and go to my father; ” and he went.

“1 will arise and go to my father.” That is the only
honorable thing for any prodigal tc doa. Some say, “I'm
afraid of what my iriends will think,” or “I'd lose my po-
gition if I did,” or “ 1 can’t give up the world,” They are
jugt’'a Tittle ashamed of Jesus, and afraid io trust him. If
they could only have a glimpse of the outsireiched hands
with the prints of the nalls in them, surely they would be
ashamed to be ashamed. Surely they wounld trust the
Father, and hasten to return to him,

down in one of the Southern States a young man was
in college. His parents were poor mountaineers, They were
sacrificing in every possible way to keep John in school.
Finally the cow — the only cow - was sold, for John must
be permitted to finish his college course.

In the boy’s senior year the father said, “ Mother, I'm’
getting anxious to gee John”

They talked it over. There were only a few dollars In
the depleted treasury. But the son had not been home dur-
ing vacations. His letters were growing more infreguent,
And now he would soon be-graduated. Yes, father mu:t go
and see him, even if it did take the jast peany.

As the old man entered the campus, he dizcovered his
gon with a number of gay companions. “0O, John! ™ said
the father as he stood before the boy who was his pride and
joy. The boy drew himzelf up stifly, and going back a
step or two, sald, “ Pardon me, sir, but I do not know you.”

“Why, John, I'm your father.”

“Q, sir, you are mistaken.”

And so .the father turned away, while the gay group
snesred and joked at his old-fashioned hat, his patched
coat, and his home-cohbled shoes. He left the crowd be-
hind, bui he carried with him a broken, bleeding heart.
Drip, drip, drip, went the lifeblood, and the heartbeat grew
fainter each day. The cruel ingratitude of the son for whom
he had slaved and toiled was too much! O, how could that
young man be so cruel? you gay. But what about those of
us who are ashamed of Jesus? e has done infinitely more
for us than®this poor, unappreciated father had done for
kis boy! ] )

“ Ashamed of Jesus! that dear Friend
On whom my hbopes of heav’n depend! .

No; when I blush, be this my shame,
That I no more revere his name.”

Stubborn Sammy

-~ AT one time my. sister had trouble with her litile boy,
and the.father said, “ Why, Sammy, you must go now -and
ask your mother’s forgiveness,’ 'The little fellow said he
wouldn't., The father said, “ You must. If you don't go
and ask your mother’s forgiveness, I shall have to undress
you and put you to bed” He was a bright, nervous little
fellow — never still & moment — and the father thought he
would very much dread being undressed and put to bed.
But the little fellow didn't object, so they undressed him
and put him to bed.

The father went to his business, and when he came home
at noon, e said ta his wife, “ Has Sammy asked your for-
giveness?” “ No,” she sald, “he hasn’t.” 8o the father
went to him and said, “ Why, Sammy, why don’t you ask
your mother’s forgiveness?” The little fellow shook his head,
“Won't do it.” “ But, Sammy, you must”” “ Couldn’t.”

The father went down to his office, and stayed ail the
afternoon. When he came home, he asked his wife, “ Has
Sammy asked your forgiveness?” “No, I took something
up to him and tried to have him eat, but he wouldn't,” So
the father went up to see him, and said, “Now, Sammy,
just ask your mother’s forgiveness, and you may be dressed
and come dowit to supper with us.” “ Couldn’'t do it,” The
father coaxed, but the little fellow “couldn’t do it That
was all they conld get out of him. You know very well he
could, hut he didn’t want to. '

That night they retired, and theﬂr thought that surely
early in the morning Sammy would he ready to ask his
mother’s forgiveness. The father went to him —- that was
Friday morning — to see If he was ready to ask his mother's
forgiveness, but he “couldn’t.” The father and mother felt
so had about it they couldn’t eat. Still Sammy may have
thought that his father and mother didn’t love him,— just
what many sinners think about God,— because he won't let
them have their own way.

The father went to his husiness, and when he came home
he said to his wife, “ Has Sammy asked your forgiveness?”
“No” 8o he went to the little fellow, and said, * Now,
Sammy, are you unoi going te ask your mother's forgive-
ness?”  “Can’t,” and that was all they counld get out of
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him. The father couldn’t eat any dinner; it was like death
in the house.

Late Friday afterncon a change came: “ Mother, mother,
forgive me! > cried Sammy, And as the little fellow said
“me,” he sprang to hie feet and said: “ I have sald it! [
have said it! Now drese me, and take me down to see
father. He will be so glad to know T have said it.” And
ghe took bim down; and when the little fellow came in,
he said, © I've said it! I've sald it!”

0Oh, my dear young friends, it is so easy to say, “ I will
arise and go to my God.”’ It is the most reasonable thing
you can deo. Isn’t it an unreasonable thing to hold out?
Come rlght to God just thizs very hour. “ Believe on the
Lord Jesug Christ, and thou ghalt be saved,”—- D. L. Moody.

“My Greatest Regret”

[A younp woman in Michigan wrote the following note a few days

before she died: and she requested that it be read at her funeral.]
April 6, 1912,
A Message to ANl Present:

My greatest regret is that more of my life has not heen
spent in service for my Jesus,

While I was enjoying all the pleasures the world could
give, there was always an aching void; T was not satlsfied.
But now, I am thankful to say that I have that perfect
peace which pasgses ali understanding. Jesus has satizfied
me, and the past few months have been the happiest of my
life, i

I once had rehellion in my heart and dreaded death; hut
it was becauze I was not ready to go. Now the tomb has
no terrors for me. I should like to live if it would glorify
God, for it is bhard to leave those who are go dear to me;
but I can say, “ Thy will, not mine, be done,” The things
of this world look very small to me when I think of eternal

. Mie.

When the Spirit strives wlth you, I beg of you, in
Jesug’ name, do not grieve him away. Listen and yield
hefore it is too iate. [ want to meet you all again, When
Jesus cails forth his sleeping salnts, I ahall look around

. for you, and hope that not ene will he misaing.

Good-by,
BESEIE,

1
How many persons have you led to Jesus this year? )

* You Have Never Stood in the Darkness ™

[Words used by an Indian chlef as he pleaded that to him and his
people might be sent the white man's Book of Heaven.]

You have never stood in the darkness,
And reached out a trembling hand,
If haply some one might find it,
In the awe of a lonely land,
Where the shadows shift so strangely,
And the qnick hearfheat i3 stirred,
If only a leaf be rustled
By the wing of a passging hird,

You have never gtood in the darkness;
You do not know its awe.

On your land a great Light shineth,
Which long ago you saw.

For the Tight of the worid we a<k you;
We plead for the Book which shows

The way to win His footsteol,
Which only the white man knows,

O voice from out of the darkness!
O cry of a goul in palnl

May it ring ag the blast of clarion,
Nor call God's host In vain!

By the piercéd Hand whieh =aved us,
TLet oura do their work today,

Till from those who tremble in darkness
The shadows are aswept away.

— Iustrated Missionary Neiws.

HAVE A TEMPERANCE RALLY

Program for Week Ending March 22

Subject: Keeping a Light for the Lost, )

‘Helpful Thought: “ Let your light so shine before men, thed

they may see your good works, and glorify your Father
which is in Reaven.” Mall. 5:16.

Senior

1, Song Service.

2. Responsive Scripture Readlng: Rom. 12: 1-21.

3. Prayer,

4, Secretary’s Report, including repori of work.

5. Symposium: Keeping a Lignt for the Lost. (See I's.
structor of March 11.) )

6. Recitation: A Present-Day Prayer.

7. Reports from the Migsionary Voiunteers.

8. Cloge by reneating the Pledge in concert,

Junior

. Bong Service.

. Responsive Scripture Reading: Rom, 12:1.21.
Prayer.

Secretary’s Report, including report of work,
Object Talk: Keeping a Llgbt for the Lost.

. Reading: Be a Friend, :

. "Palk: What a Helpless Swedé Did.

. Reports from the Junlors. .

9. Close by repeating Psalm 19: 14 ln concert.

Notes to the Leaders

Aim for Today.~ This iz the third in our series on home
misslonary work. First came the general call; then the
need of being prepared — of having a word in geason; and
this week special emphasie is Jaid on the life of the personal
worker. We cannot be successful workers unless we l!ve
the 1life that counts — the self-denial life. * Follow me,”
gays the Master, “and I will make you fishers of men.
But that “ Follow me '’ covers the entire life, In all things,
at all times, under all circumatances we are to follow him.
If we do not, our lives will obscure our l1zht for the lost,
and we shall fail in our mission, With this lesson goes
the prayer that you may be given help from above to carry
the message for today straighi to the hearts of your Mig
sionary Volunteers,

Material— The articles on the Junior program will be
good for the Seniers alse, if there ias time for them.

Song Service.~~ Sing several good songs together — gongs
that call for conzecration for service. Nos, 480, 481, 648, and
316 in Christ in Song are all good.

Responsive Scripture Reading.— Some one hag called Ro
mansg 12 the Missionary Velunteer Standard. Do yeu not
think it merlts that title? Are the Missionary Volunteers
in your society living up to it? Xncourage them io study
it frequently, and to meagure their lives hy it. HEvery verse
counts.

fenior

Symposium: Keeping a Light for the Lost— Agsign the
sections in this article to different membhers, and enconrage
them to obtain additional material from other sources §f
they have time. Include in the symposium * Under a
Bushel.” (See helps on page 16.) It wouid be well for the
pergon taking this gection to have a Jighted candle, and
cover 1t with a dish while giving his talk.

Raports from the Missionary Volunteers— Allow about
fifteen minutes for this exercise. Ask each one to tell’ of
experiences he has had in his missionary work recently,
and alsc to express himself on the topic under considera-
tion today., Is anything hindering his keeping a light for
the lost? Is he struggling for vietory? Does he desira
help? If 1t reems best, have a season of prayer as well as
a social meeting.

Junior

Object Talk: KEecping a Light for the Lost— This should
be given hy the superintendent. Have two lanterns lighted.
Keep the one hright, but let the other get black with smoke.
Then use the two Janterns to help the Juniors to see the -
difference between the ohedient and the disobedient life.

Reporis from the Juniors.— See Senlor note on reporis

Be a Friend

A BaBBATH school clasg had a splendid teacher and a
membership of eight pleasant gitis. With a little effort
they got the new members they were seeking, but most of
the new ones dropped out after a few months, One sve
ning the teacher and a few of the most earnest girls met
to congider the reason of their failure with the girle whe
had come to them. The records showed that fifteen new
membhers had been enrglled in six months, and only thres
of thege had continued to he regular attendants,

“ There’s gomething wrong with us,” said one girl. “'We
mugt find it.”



THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE .15

41 gt 0B Bed why the thrée stayed,” suggested the teacher.
“Well, Anna Jarvisg and Ruth got to be great friends, and
that kept her with us. Doris Trent and Amy just seemed
-to take to each other from the first, And Esther Iawrie
‘lives near me; so I call for her each Sabhath and for ciass
meetings.” ’

“1in other words,’ said the teacher, “cach girl who
stayed had found a friend in the class.”

“(Q, but Miss Lowe! We were friendly to all the girls.”

“Yes, you were in an impersonal sort of way. You gave
them a pleasant greeting when they came in, and promptly
forgot all about them. When you planned to 2o anywhere,
or do anything interesting, or invited any one to your home,
it waa your own close friends you ineluded, The new girls
“were left out,”

“ Yes, they were,” admlitted Edith,
have them in the class to hoost our averages, but we never
really took them into things. I remember at one of the
<hurch affairs little Molly Somebody came alone, and sat
alone, and looked so friendle:s that my conscience hurts
me yet that I didn’t leave our group and take care of her.
And she never came back.”

“ We'll get Molly to try again, and all these other girls
we negiected. And we will try this plan: Each time a new
£ir! comes to the class I will quietly appoint one of the old
girls as an official friend. The friend is to sit hegide the new
girl in ¢lass and in chureh, to give her a speciai individual
invitation to our Junior Missionary Volunteer meeting and
all other ¢hurch meetings, to see her at these meetings and
&t socials, introduce her to people, and see that <he has a
good time. She is alsv to visit the new gir?! and invite her
to return the visit. Do not just say, Come and see me
gome time,” but say;: ‘ Now I want you to come and see me
next week. What day shall it he?’”

They tried it.' Hach new girl was taken in charge hy a
friend, and was not allowed to get lost. The next six months
the class doubled its attendance, and not one of the newly
enrolled was iost. As long as the clagg held together and
the plan continued the wonderful growth kept up.

There are many elaborate and ingenious systems for
keeping track of neweomers and for winning back those who
drop out, Bui there is no system so efficient as the old sim-
ple way of real friendliness. We go where our friends are,
whether we are card-indexed and looked after or not. The
young people who come into our churches, often strsngers
and tonely, are especially open te the appeal of friendship,
If we succeed in finding a friend for each one, we shalt bind
them to the chureh with honds that will not loosen—
Reteeted.

What a Helpless Swede Did

SuveraL years ago I heard Mr. Nathan, at{ that time a
missionary in Moroecco, preach a sermon in St. Louis an
“The Hidden Minister.” In illustrating his subject, he told
of a young Swede who was converted in one of Mr. Moody’s
meetings in Chicago, After hig conversion the Swede came
to Mr, Moody and wanted to know what he could do for
Jesus, Mr. Moody looked the-young man over; he was
awkward and illiterate. Finally, Mr, Moody sald:

“How would you iike to be a sandwich?”

“ Anything, anything for Jesus,” said the young man, not
knowing what a “ sandwich ™ meant. It was arranged that
he shouid report the next day for duty.

The young man came at the appointed hour, and two
hoards, strapped together, were placed on his shoulders. On
one board was printed John 3: 16 in full; on the other was
printed & notice of the meetings then being held.

“ Now,” ssid Mr. Moody, “you just walk up and down
these streets for Jesus, and advertize the meetings;” and the
Swede went off smiling, happy that he could do something
for One who had saved him.

As he was walking down Clark Street — the hoys throw-
ing stones and mud at the board — a travellng man saw him,
and stopped to read the sign, and to wateh the happy Swede.
The result was, the traveling man attended the meeting that
night and was converfed.

“We were glad to,

This traveling man had a splendid voice, and after him
conversion he made it & rule to sing in the missions of the
cities which he visited 1n his iravels. One night he was in
the Bowery Mission in New York Qity, singing the gospel
Presently be npoticed z young Jew come in and take a seat
in the audience. Attracied by the singing, the Jew had
stepped 1into the hall, not knowing the character of the
meeting, When he heard them singing about Jesus, the Jew
became restlegs, for he had been taught to hate that name,
The traveling man was watching him, and when finally the
young Jew started for the door, he was there Lo meet him.
He led him into an adjoining room, and spoke to him per-
sonally about Jesus as his Messiah and Saviour, The resulk
wag that the Jew ultimately accepted Christ,

In closing, Mr. Nathan said: “ The young Swede 1lies in
an unknewn grave in Chicago; the traveling man, too, has
gone to his reward; hut 1 am that Jew, and am now a
migsionary in Afriea, winning souls for Jesus, When we alil
stand hefore him to receive gur rewards according te our
gervice, shall 1 receive all the reward for the souls won in
Africa? How ahout the traveling man who led me to
accept Christ? How about the Swede who did what he
could for Jesus?— Norman H, Camp,

A Present-Tlay Prayer

Our Fatner In heaven,
0, gtve me, § pray,
Fresh store from thy bounty
That hlesses my way;
Q, give to me dally
New service for thee
And lead me in pathways
1 yet do not see,

For servire and sacrifice
Only I ask; .

0, give to me daliy
The strength for my task;

Send me on thy errands
With grace to fulfil

The nower of thy measure,

- The joy of thy will,

The confilet is raging;
The tempest Is nigh;

The ligatnings of battle
Flash forth from the sky;

The eries of the fatlen

© . Are bheard on the air;

Our hearts speed the answer

in purpose and prayer,

fend me forth in thy Spirit.
i take for my sword
Pefepts and denials
Transformed ky tby word;
For this 13 thy conflict,
And led by thy hand.
The heavens are opening;
Ah, see the Christ stand!
— Lilian ‘Whiting.

g

A Temperance Rally

IT now geems evident that the national probibition
amendment to the United States Constitution will soon be
ratified by the required two thirds of the State legislatures,
But the liquor men are preparing to earry the fight into the
courts. Now Is tbe time of alj times to educate the peaple
on the temperance question; for unlegy the great majority
of them reaily believe in temperance, the law cannot stop
the liquor traffie,

Every true Missionary Volunteer is a temperance worker.
Year by year our young people have done their bit in the
temperance cause, by the cireulation of the Temperance
Instructor and other literature. But we ehould do far more
than we have done in the past. The Temperance Instructor
is to be puhlished in February of this year, and will prob-
ably reach its readers at about the same time ag this mun
ber of the Gazrrre.

We are not planning to give a soclety program on tem
peranece this year, but suggesi, ratber, that every gociety
arrange for a temperance rally. A suggestive program wiil
be given in the Instructer. Invite Your community, and
make it & grand rally for the cause of temperance,
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Under a Bushel

UHBIsTraws are warned not to keep their light under a
busghel; but it is such an easy thing to do. Satan has plenty
©of “hushels” arcund, and he is always ready to help us
cover up the light. Here is Mary. She is an earnest, cop-
wistent Chriztian., Satan knows hetter than to ask her to
&eep her light under a bushel, for she is determined that
her life shall glorify her Master and ble~s others. And it
‘does 1o a great extent, But ghe is difident. It i3 Hard,
wery bard, for her to speak to others about their Christlan
@xperience, Satan knows this, too; and every time the
Master asks Mary to speak to some one else ahout heing a
Christlan, Satan whispers, “ 0, you can’t do that, You
know youw'd make a hlunder of it.” And finally the voice
of duty seems less urgent, and she decides not to speak to
that friend. *1 befter not say anything juzt now,” she says
to quiet her conscience, and down goes the “ bushel ” over
her iight, and for a time a shadow fails where the rays of
her light should shine, )

Or take Henry. His bright smile, his cordial manner,
his warm handsbaks, always make room for him. He has
a pleasant word for all his friend~ and he treats them all
in the same friendly way. HEveryhody — young and old —
enjoy him and appreciate him, for he is always ready to
give a heiping band., He is a fine Christian young man, and
with one exception, his example Is usually very good.
That exception is the sccial meeting, There he meets his
Waterloo. He almost never {estifies. He juct tucks ris
light under a bushel, and sits like a statue till the closing
song is announced. What a pity that Satan should he per-
mitted to Iease bis lizght during the social meeting! Per-
haps your teatimony does not sound as eioguent to yon as
some one else’s does. Possihly you would have to say the
same thing you did last week, or it may he you feel a bit
discouraged because of mistakes you have made, But let
none of these feelings tempt you to put your lght under a
busghel.

One of our Missionary Volunteers, iiving in the Central
We:t, was once tempted {o put her light under a hushel.
She was given a deep impression to write to her cousin
about hecoming a Chri-tian. Finally she wrote the letter,
but put off sending it, although she was strongly impressed
to hasten it off. One evening she said to herself, “ 1 must
send that letter in the morning without fail.” Morning
came, but befere she had opportunity to send It, a Western
Union boy called with a message, With trembling fingers
ghe tore the envelope open, and unfolding the yellow slip, she
Iearned that the cousin to whom the Master had urged her
to write a soul-winning tetter had died suddenly two hours
hefeore. She had kept her light under a hushel too long, and
now it was too late to help, M. E.

Are you, as officers, having victory today? J

Missionary Volunteer Programs for Second

Quarter of 1919

April 5: The Ministry of Music.
April 12: With Ouwr Missionaries
Monthly Missions Survey.
MApril 19: The Surrendered Life. .
C&pril 26: Speaking Leaves. (Reading racks, libraries, mag-
azines, magazine routes, etc.)
© May 3. Mother's Day, .
May 10: “ Making Good,” Missions Survey.
May 17: Believing and Receiving.
May 24: Summer Sowing, (Home workers’ books, {racts,
and house-to-house work,)
Open. .
Father’s Day.
The Great Missionary Movement in the Anclent
World, (The captivity, etc.)
The Test of Discipleship.
Only Begun or Half Dene.

in South America.

May 31:
June T:
June 14:

June 21:
June 28:

Conrerexck Missionary Volunteer secretaries should sup-
ply their societier with plans and suggestions for April 20
and May 24,

THE\ CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE

Program for Week Ending March 29

Note to the Leaders

THrre is no program for today. But it is hoped that
every society will spend the time in self-examinatioa. You
have reached the end of the first quarter. As you iock back,
do you see any mistakes in your work? Yes, douhtless there
are some, The hert way to remedy them is not to repeat
them. Review the pa-t briefiy today. Iay big plans for the
future. A li<t of the programs for the second quarter wiil
he found in this paper. Study it., Tell your young people
about the good things coming.

Consider tle lines of work mest in need of pushing,
How are the hands? Have you definite plans for each band
for the next quarter? If not, lay them today. Lay big
plans, Expect big results, Can yeu net put the acecom-
panying drawing of unselflsh service, taken from the Sunday
8chool Times, on the board for today, and use it in your

- meeting?

May March 29 give 2 great impetus to your soclety work!

The enly e the
Christion bas g
right “to grind’

S
ey

Missionary Volunteer Preograms for
Advanced Schools

THE derartment invites the school societies to jloin alt
ather Miesionary Volunteer Societies in the study of’the
regular programs for March 1, 15, 22. These topies are ail
vital, and with the excellent material to which vou have

access, you can make these studies most helpful, You ean
develop phases not touched in the regular lessons, You wiil,
of course, take up these lessons from tbe standpoint of the
student, and eaeh weelk endeavar te bring out vital points
for him to comsider. It would be well to arrange for:the
Personal Workers’ Band to have charge of the meeting for
March 22, !

No suggestive programs are given for March 8 and 29,
These open days will enable you to give special attention to
local soclety plans that you are anxious to complete before
the spring term closes,

The Most Important Item of Qur Goal

WHaT is it? The Reading Course, the Standard of At
iainment, the Bible Year, or gifts te misslons? Is it not
moest important of all that we ghall go about doing good, as
the Master did? Is seems to me that if one item of our goal
is more impoartant than another, it is “ Reporting Members.”
“Will the young men and young women who really love
Jesus organize themselves as workers?” “Wha of our
youth wiil give themselves to God for the purpose of labor-
ing for the salvation of their fellow youth?” That is the
clarion eall of the Splrit to the Adventist youth. Lot us he
about our Father’s business. This is the last month of the
first quarter of the year 1919, The Goal calls for every mem-
her to be a reporting member. Shall we not reach this Goal
this quarter — and every quarter? M. B, KERN.
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