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‘ ‘Give Me Strength

GIvE me strength dear heavenly Father,
Strength to work for thee, T p]ea.d
o - Strength {o do my daily duty;
Give according to my need,
Givé me stréngth each fleeting hour,
Strength to do my lowly task,
Strength to lift some neighbor’s burden;
Give me strength, I humbly ask.
Give me atrength as tasks grow heavy,
Strength to battle sin and strife, .
Strength to stand, and strength to conguer;
Give me strength throughout my life.
ALIC M, WATERMAN.

Watertown, 8. Dak,
— e — i ;

Seventh-day Adventists and Their Work — No. 3

Examination of Candidates for Baptism

THE examination of candidaies for baptism should follow
systematic course of instruction in the third angel's mes-
ge, 'This course may be given in & geries of meetings
hich the.individual may attend; or in family Bible studies
nducted by a Bible worker or by another who is compe-
nt thoreughly to instruct and to prepare candidates for
ptism. After this has been done, opportunity should be
ven for the candidate publicly, or in the presence of church
Acers, to bear witness to hig acceptance of the sacred and
imerighable message of eternal salvation., The examination
ould be conducted by an ordained minister or the church
der.

it may be thought best to cover more in detail the chief
ints of pur faith than is done in the guestions suggested
low; but the church ought at least to be asgured, by a
nfession on the part of the candidate, of his ungualified
ceptance of the distinetive tenetg of Seventh-day Advent
ta before he ig baptized and received into church fel-
wship,

The following guestions are suggested as suitable, and
ay Serve-as 4 guide in the examination of candidates for
ptism:

1. Do you believe in the ingpiration of the Holy Serip-
tureg and do you accept the Bible, from Genesis to Revela-
tion, as the Word of the living God to man? -

2. Do you believe in the personality and in the deity of
Jegug Christ, and that in the mcarnatlon he united human.
ity with divinity?

3. Do you helieve in the Holy Spirit ag the third Person
of the Godhead, and that he now presides as Christ’s repre-
sentative in the chureh?

4, Do you believe in the death, the resurrection, the ascen-
sion, and the ministry of Christ as our great High Priest in
the heavenly temiple?

5. Do you believe in the personal coming of Christ the
second time in power and glery to raise the righteous dead
and to translate the rightéous living?

6. Do you believe in ihe nearness of Christ's second com-
ing, as attested by the fulfilment of the prophecies of the
Bible, and that we are now living in the last generation?

7. Do you believe in the perpetuity and binding obligation

"of the Iaw of God uponr mankind in every age?

8. Do you believe {n the seventh-day Sabbath as a2 memo-
rial of Christ’s work as Creator, the seal of his law, and
the sign of sanctification, and do you cbserve the saime?,

9. Do you helieve that man is mortal, that he obiaing life
only through Christ, and that imrprtality is bestowed as a
gift upon the righteous at the coming of Christ?

10. Do you believe in the personality of bhoth good and
evil angels?

11. Do you believe in the perpetuity of spiritual- gifts
which Christ has set in his church?

12, Have you aecquainted yourself with the writings of
Mrs, B. G. White, and if 80, do you accept them as a mani-
festation pf the gift of prophecy in fulfilment of Revelation
12%: 177 ) .

132. If you have not had ‘the opportumity of studyiug her
writings, are you willing to study them as carefully as time
wil} germit, comparing them with the Bible, which we rec-
ognize ag the final test of all doctrine? .

14, Do you believe in the principles of Christian temper-
ance and healthful living as taught by Seventh-day Advent-
ists, and do you promise, by God’s help, to abstain from the
use of all apirituous ligquors, tobacco, narcotics, tea, and
coffee, and all other unhealthful practices?

15. Do you bellieve in, and are you resolved to practise,

the Bible plan of gospel support as represented in the pay-
ment of & tithe of the Increase? )

16. Do you belleve in the Christlan doctrine of simplicity
of attire, having renounced the wearing of gold and jewels

and costly garments, the adornment so generally worn by :

the world? .

17, Do you helieve in baptism by immersion only, and do
you believe that this sacred rite was divinely ordained as
the memorial of otur Lord’s burial and resurrection?

18, Do you accept the ordinance of the Lord’s ;Supper as
the memorial of his death and an assurance of hig return?

19, Do you believe that the ordinance of humility (feet-
wasghing), instituted by ocur Saviour the night of his be-
trayal, is still to he cbserved by the church as a sacred rite?

20. Do you believe in Jesus Christ as vour personal Sav-
iour, that your sing are forgiven, and that you are a child
of Cod? .

21. Do you now surrender all —soul, body, and spirit —
to God? Do you ungualifiedly accept Jesus as yvour Lord
and Master, fo do his will in all things, so far as you know
it; to seek daily for a better understanding of his way by
continual communion with him through the study of hig
word and prayer, and by availing yvourself of all the means
of grace provided in the household of faith?

-
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22, Do you believe the third angel’s message to be God's
last message of merdy to this world, and do you promise
faithfully to discharge your stewardship over his goods, and
by personal labor, to assist, by God’z help, in carrying this
gospel of the kingdom to all the world in this generation?

E. E. ANDROSS.

Sabbath Offerings

A prorHER who occupies the office of deacon in a church
in the West, writes:

“Some of the members in our church do not want any
collection taken on the Sabpath, except the Sabbath school
offerings; others object to any offering at all being taken,
even Sabbath school .offerings; while others want offerings
of all kinds taken, including church expense, Is there any-
thing in the B:ble or Testimonies that will settle this
guegtion?

Here are two texts which seem to give instruction Bapon
thig point. By ingpiration, the psalmist wrote:

“ @ve uynto the Lord the glory due unto his name: bring
au offering, and come into his couris.” Ps, 96: 8, “None
ghall appear before me empiy,” is God’s Instruction to Magses,
recorded in Exodus 34: 20.

In these texts worshipers in ancient Israel were exhorted
to “bring an offering,” and come Into the “courts” of the
Lord, snd they came into his “courts” principally upon
the Sabbath day. One could hardly reason that Gog would
ingtruct the worshipers to “ bring an offering” when they
came to worship him wlthin his courts, and then make it
an offenge for those who minister in these courtg to receive
these offerings at their hands. There could be no consisi-
ency in this,

Psrhaps one would ook in vain in the Testimonies to find
a direet statement thai offerings should, or should not, be
given upon the Sabbath day. The emphasis will be found
rather upon the importance of helievers practising self-
denial, 80 that offerings, from old and young, rich and poor,
may be brought unto the Lord’s treasury.

Here is one quotation upon this point:

“We are to place In the Lord’s treasury all the means
that we can spare. For this means, needy, unworked flelds
are ealling, . . . Great blessings will come to them [church
members] as they make self-sacrificing efforis to plant the
standard of truth in new territory. The money invested in
this work will bring rich returns,”—* Testimonies for the
Church,” Vol. 1X, p. 49.

“ Would you make your properiy sescure? Place it in the
hand that bears the nail-print of the crucifixion., Retain it
in your possession, and it will be your eternal loss, Qive it
to God, and from thai moment it bears his inseription. It
is sealed with his immutability. Would you enjoy your
substanee? Then use it for the blessing of the suffering”
—1Id., n. 51,

“God gives to us vegularly, freely, abundantly. BEvery
earthly blessing is from his hand, What if the Lord should
cease to bestow his gifts upon us? What a cry of wreiched-
ness, suffering, and want would go up from the earth! We
need daily the unfailing flow of Jehovab’s goodness.,”— Id.,

- Vol. IX, p. §0.

With regularity God bestows his gifts. With regularity we
should acknowledge them, in bringing to him our tithes
and offerings.

These gifts are to be “ brought to God’s treasury.” This
1s in the place of worship, or as the psalmist expressed it,
in the “courts” of the Lord. The Iargest attendanee upon
divine worship in Israel was, as among God’s people today,
upon the Sabbath. ‘We believe it would please the enemy
well if he coutd lead betievers into the extreme position that
it would be g violatiom of the Sabbath to bring their offer.
ings to Ged upon that day. Perhaps he ceuld hinder the
cause In no mare eifective way.

The custom of using the church envelapes, printed so that
members may inclage tithe, an offering for the worthy pooer,
missions, or even church expense, ligtlng the amount they
desire to give to these varicus enterprises (and all thig can
be done upon some week day), and handing this in at the
time the churxch offering is received Sabbath morning, is
nowhere condemned in the Testimonies, se far as the writer

has observed; This {s placing our means in the Lord’s tres
ury. Ail this, we believe, is commended by the Lord.

It may not be out of place in this connection, however,
state that we have seen begun in some Sabbath schools,
the close of the class period, a gort of class rivairy, led ]
the officers, to increase the gifts, in an effort to reach
certain goal, We believe this is wholly out of place, esy
cially upon the Sabbath day. And to bring into the chum
service a protracted effort to raise money, because upon th
day more members are present, using various methods
likewise stimulating a spirit of rivalry in the amoun
pledged or given, algo seems to belong to some other &
than the Sabbath.

Since the above was writien, my attention has been calli
to the following extracts found in the Review of Qct. 2
1878, and in “ Early Higtory of the Seventh-day Adventi
Sabbath School Work,” page 14, which strengthen the pos
tion above taken:

At a General Conference held In Battle Creek in Octobe
1878, the question of taking np Sabhath school offerings ¢
the Sabbath came up for discussion, Sister H, G. White Wi
present, and took part in it. We read:

“ In discussing the question of ralsing means, there seemi
to be a difference of oplnion in regard to the propriety
receiving penny coniributions on the Sabbath. Sister Whi
thought it would be proper, She remarked that ancient
the work of the temple service on Sahbath days was doub
what it was on other days. Qod does not withhold his bou
ties on the Sabbath day,— the sun shines, the rain descend
planis grow, fruii ripens, and all the work of nature go
on without Inferruption. There i8 no reason why a. freewl
offering, previously set apart for that purpose [italics in t}
quotatmn] may not he presented to God on the Sabhbat
day.” .

Of this very oceasion, Brother J. N. Loughborough, one «
oput oldest ministers, writes as to what Slster 'White pn
gented to our peovle, he having hoted it in hig dlary. H
says: s

“She stated that what the Lord had shown her was i
harmony with what he tanght ancient Israel, When {}
children of Israel came Into the synagogue on the Sahbat!
each, according to his ability, dropped a bit of money int
the treasury as & token of thankfulness for blessings v
celved. She then stated that it would be well for gur peop:
to do the same thing, and if the children were taught i
save thelr pennies, instead of spending them for sweets an
useless articles, and pui the amount thus saved in the co
tributions, it would teach them benevolence and care fc
the cauge of God.”

. Today, as when here in pérson, Jesus may sit over again:
the treasury ohserving in what spirit, as well as in whs
amount, the offerings are hrought in by his people. W
believe that his blessing and commendation will rest nov
as then, upon those Who, like the widow, cast into the trea:
ury, through their love for him and the interest they hav
in the cause of God, their offerings cheerfully, willingls
according to their ability and as God has prospered then
T. . B.

Ix his life and lessons Christ has given a perfect exempl
fication of the unselfish ministry which has its origin i
God. God does not Iive for himseif. By creating the worls
and by upholding all things, he is constautly ministering t
others. “He maketh his sun to rise gn the evil and on th
good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.
This ideal of ministry the Fathér committed to his Sox
Jesus was given to stand at the head of humanity, by hi
example to teach what it means to minister. His whale Hif
was undetr a law of service. He served all, ministered to al

Again and again Jesus tried to establish this principl
among his disciples, When James and John made thei
request for pre-eminence, he gaid, “ Whosoever wii] be grea
among you, let him be your minister; and whosoever wil
be chief among you, let him he your servant: even as th
Son of man came hot to be ministered unto, but to ministes
and te give his life a rangom for many,”—* The Acts of th
Apostles” p. 359.
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Home Missionary Bepartment

CIRCULATING THE ¢ SILENT MESSEN.
GERS OF TRUTH ” — THE “ SIGNS
OF THE TIMES,” AND KINDRED
LITERATURE

Suggestive Program for Fourth Sabbath
Home Missionary Service:
(To be held November 27}

OrpeNing Sewc: Christ in Song, No. 598.

Scripture Lesson: Regaining the First Love, Rev, 2: 4, 5.

Prayer. - ,

Report of missionary activities of the church, by church
missionary secretary. :

Song: Christ in Song, No. 639.

Talk by the Leader: Greater Eiforts with Literature,

Symposium: Extracts from I.etters and Experiences in
Literature Woik,

Plans for a strong winter literature campaign.

Cjosing Song: Christ in Song, No. 536.

Benediction.

Note to the Leaders

, At this season of the year it is very appropriate that all
our churches enter heartily inte a literature campaign
which will sedtter the silent mesgengers of truth “like the
leaves of autumn,” There was never a time when the mind
of the thinking public was 2o ready to give candid consid-
eration to the presentation of Bible truth, and as a denomi-
nation we were never in position to furnigh such convinecing
and attractive literature as we now are. The literature min-
istry is a work in which every member can have some parf.
Some may be able to take the Signs, weekly and monthly,
ot the Watchmeaen Magazine, and secure yearly subgeriptions
in goodly number; others may succeed in selling these pub-
lications as single coples and talking with the people con-
coerning the truths they contain; others may do a good work
with Present Truih, lending it from houge to house, estab-
Hshing a weekly missionary tour for an indefinite period,
and developing an interesting werk along various Jines—
Bible readings, medical missionary work, home-foreign
work, etc. Note the pian which has been tried for the sys-
tematic cirveulation of Present Truth by malil, and adapt it
te your territory. It might be interesting to use the Signs
weekly for part of the list, and Present Truth for the resf,
Then there 18 the work with fracts. How many tract racks
are there in your community? How many additional racks
can be established and kept filled with our Hterature during
the winter months? This i8 an excellent medium for dis
tributing literature.

We suggest that careful plans be iaid for this important
gerviee, that it may not fail to agecomplish the desired re-
sults.
many papers your church is receiving in clubs, and set a
congervative goal to be reached at this meeting. Plan to get
a definite expression of co-operation from each individual,
go far as possible, but arrange to obviate business transae-
tions of any kind at the Sabbath gervice. Some conferences
have a special offering envelope in whieh literature orders
are placed, and all orders and cash transactiong are taken
care of by the missionary secretary after the Sabbath. "Thig
is the ideal plan.

Bible Study

[Seed Thoughts]

WHAT great lack was apparent to the Lord it a very Zeal-
oug church? Rev. 2: 4

What three steps were necessary to atone for this defect?
Rev, 2: 5.

1. Bemember. Reeall our past experience, the atmosphere
in which we lived at conversion, the eagerness in gur hearts
to convey the truth to others the joy off Christian service.

2, Repent, Confess our past negligence, promise reforma-
tion, and go forward with the work intrusted to us. s

3. Do. “Dgo the firat work ”’— pergonal work with asso-
ciates, Christian help work, literature work, ete,

Let ug resolve, by God’s grace, to take all the steps in
the order given by his Spirit. Tt will take courage and faith
in Ged to step out and actually do some of the “first works.”
When we flrst learned of the blessed truth, did we vigit
neighhbors and leave literature with them? Let us do more

eth me,

By the use of a blackboard, make clear just how

of that work now. Did we write missionary letters to rela-
tives, old friends, and interested persons? IL.et us do more
letter writing now. A§ we advance siep by step in the per-
formance of the simplest migsionary duties, God will add
his blessing, there will come & new joy and satisfaction into
our own hearts, souls will be added to the ranks, and we
shall see the church going forward to vietory.

. ERNEsT LLOYD,

A Worker's Prayer

“ DiyiNE Master, I need thy spirit of kindness in my work
with men and women of the world, Teach me to speak the
right words in the right way. Deepen my sense of personal
responsibility for the persons I meet. I pray for grace to
be always ready to point men to the truth. Let not the gin
of hegijtation hold@ me hack. Help me to realize that some
honesgt hearts are waiting to hear the great message from
my lips or through the g‘rinted pages I may give them.
Strengthen me to witness faithfully, to attempt even more,
for thée, to conquer discouragement, and learn to say with
Paul, ‘I can do all things through Christ which, strengthen-

EEE]

The Widespread Influence of Qur Literature

Nor for-a generation, perhaps, have the people of the
world been so keenly interested in the great subject of the
second coming of Christ as they are today, The world hasg
never seen 50 many books on the subject, written by leading
Bible students of the various denominagtions, as are on the
market now, and new ones are being published all the time.
Ministers in many of the Jarge city churches throughout the
country are preaching more often than formerly on the great
question of the ‘second advent. In these days of uncer-
tainty, unrest, and perplexity, many serious and thoughtful
men and women are turning again to the great Book of God’
for comfort and light and strength, and the Spirit of God is
revealing to them the truth of the world’s last great hope.

Without doubt, the wide dissemination of our message-
filled liferature hag directed the mindg of many thinking
people to the study of the advent fruth, If cur people every-
where fully realized the evangelistic value of the timely
literature we are publishing, and if they would read and
heip circulate the literature with as much zest and urgency
ag the lovers of cheap and uawholesome literature recom-
mengd their favorites, there would he a surprising increase in
the output 6f our puhblishing houses, and a corresponding
strengthening of the things that make for the kingdom of
God,

It is not generally known, but it is a fact, nevertheless,
that a great many minigters in the various denominations
are regulal readers of our magazines. Judges, lawyers, phy-
sicians, business men, and others in every walk of life are
among our readers, and it is a pleasant surprise to find these
people with whom our literature has made friends. Not
long ago one of our brethren hkad oceasion to call upen a
Baptist real-estate ‘man. In the conversation that followed
business, our brother spoke of ceriain world events, and al
luded to the light thrown upon these things by the Scrip-
tures. The Baptist genileman mentioned the fact that he
had been réceiving copies of a certain weekly that discussed
wortd problems in that way, and that he had been impressed
by certain articles. He opened his desk and took up 4 copy
of the Signs of the Times, whieh he presented to our brother
as a copy of the * weekly ” to which he had referred, .

The inqiliry naturally arcse, “I wonder who is sending
the Signs to this gentleman?” We do not know; and doubt-
less the one sending the paper does not know how well it
is fulfilling its mission. If only our eyes couild bhe opened
to follow these gilent messengers of {ruth to their destina-
tion and see how eagerly they are received and how care-
fillly read, our efforts In literature distribution would be
inereased tenfold. ’

The great layman’s movement now taking hold of the
denomination means a greater demand for small literature
in iarger quantities than we have ever known, We are liv-
ing in the closing hours of time. Unrest and uncertainty

<

.
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prevail everywhere, The paramount question today is,
What is the meaning of it all? Seventh-day Adventists must
give the answer to the world. This is our business here.
God’s people have a tremendous duty in this respeet. We
are under solemn obligation to prepave and distribute the
literatu:re that will give the people the meaning. of world
conditions in the light of prophecy. To this end our pub-
lishing houses have heen established, They are equipped to
thrn out vast quantities of the printed page. We neell and
must have more distributors to form the connecting link
between the honest inguirer and the truth-filled literature.

We réad from the pen of Mrs. H. G. White!

“The great lack of men to go from place to place and
preach the word may be in a great degree supplled by tracts
and papers, and by intelligent correspondence.”

It should bring great encouragement to the heart af every
child offGod that ho can have a part in such an important
work. We cannot now be satisfled with only a small effort.
We should be seattering the pages of truth everywhere, and
seeking to entist every member of the household of faith ”
in gome ’phasa of our great literature ministry.

~ Why Circulate the * Signs " Weeldy?

It is hoped that every Seventh-day Adventist home is rep- *

regented on the subseription list of the Signs weekly, then
the following reasons for circulating this, our pioneer mis-
gionary paper, will be fully appreciated:

" 1. Because we have been told by the servant of the Lord
that, © this silent preacher, enriched with precious matter,
should go¢ forth on the wings of prayer, mingled with faith,
that it nfay do its appointed work in shedding the light of
truth upon those who are in the darkness of error.”

2. The Signs weekly never loses sight of its mission — te
warn in clarion tones a world that is plunging to ruin.. Yet,
more than merely to warn, its mission iy to win; to be all
things to all mer and all clagses, that if by any means it
may save some from the wreck, And this the Signs is doing.

3. The Signs weekly i8 a prophetic commentary on such
cuarrent events as are clearly harbingers of the impending
crash of all things terrestrial, It sets forth the inward
meaning bf earth’s outward troubles, and presents a de-
pendable 7ésumé of world affairs ag they enter the fleld of
prophecy.

4, The Signs weekly recognizes the fact that to appeal to
worldlings we must establish a point of contaet, a place
of meeting for gur mutual interests, from which platform
to lead on'to our objective, thus warmiy giving moral sup-
part to every genuine reform movement that is free from
politieal entanglements,

5. The Signs weekly possesses a scope and varisty of con-
tent in order to appeal to all classes,— official, educationad,
business, and agricultural, together with the student group,
as well as to the great mass of those who tread the less
couspicuous walks of life,

6. The 8igns weekly approaches questions sympathetically
and diseusses problems that absorb or distress with a view
to leading the reader on 1o the true splution — God’s solu-
tlon; ta the frue remedy-— God’s remedy. It offers balm
far bieeding hearts. It provides food for the soul, It ex-
plaing the secret of happy Christian living, It makes simple

and attraict'_ive Christ’s abundant power to save, ' It stands -

for the fundamental principles of God’s revealed truth, and
praclaims them {n no uncertain languoage.

7. The Signs weekly ig a minister of experisnce. It has
geen forty-six years of faithful, untiring service, Week after
week, it has sounded out the third angel’s message for nearly
half a century in simple, kindly, convineing logic. Its sav-
ing influence belts the glohe. Thousands bave heen led to
Christ threugh the ministry of its ecolumns: and others are
coming.

8. The Siqns weekly is being prepared hy the editors with
the sole purpose in mind to make it an effective instruiment
in the hands of our people for the winning of relatives and
friends to Christ and his kingdom. Do you want your loved
ones and friends to know what ig coming on the earth?
Certainly, Then keep the Signs going to them. It pays to
eirculate the Signs — and pray.

Methods That Bring Resulis

U U m Remarkable results have grown

H out of following up mailed copies
of the weekly Signs with a few
letters, These silent preachers
can go where we cannot, Don’t
forget the instrmction to send
our literature “through the mails.”

¢ Opportunities come daily te aur
" doors, Be prepared for callers

and agents. Have a rack hang-

ing conveniently near. Don’t al-

low your papers to remain hid-

den in a hookecase. Send them
out on their mission of giving the gospel.

You can always find travelers
who will gladly accept a paper,
and read it to pass away the time
when riding. Be an opportunist.
Remember to go prepared on the
next trip., Mark same special
It focuses attention.

article.

A method that possesses great
pogsibilities. "Wherever people
have to wait, you will find somé
who wish to read. See that the
rack .is kept in good shape, and
supplied with fregh, up-to-date

Reading racks pay.
“ Watch and pray.” Some day
that neighbor will mention a spe-
cial bit of news she has seen in
the daily paper, and will ask,
“What 18 the world coming to?”
and you, in a tactful manner, will
give the answer, and also pass aver a copy of the Signs.

What is in that pocket on the
deor of your car? Make a little
room for the literature for the
times, Keep a supply there,
ready for the next trip, whether
it is a business or a pleasure trip.

An ingreased number of our
people are making a few calls
each week, systematically leaving
the Signs, and later suggesting a
subscription, ILet us plan defi-
nitely to give more time and
thought to such work., The time is short.

The Signs Weekly Club

We are living in a day of advancement in all lines of
activity. The successful enterprise or individual is the one
who keeps abreast of the times and contributes a full gshare
of gervice toward the progress of the age., We have all be-
come accustomed to advance in prices en commadities great
and small, and have algo become accustomed to a wage scale
which, not so long ago, would have seemed a mere dredm.
The work of God is advancing with such rapid strides that
it is difficult te keep pace with it. It is only as each cne -
takes hold and deoes with his might what his bhands find
to da, that we ghall be able to triumph with the third angel’s
message, '

What advance move by our churches will be recorded tlis
Sabbath day in tncreasing the literature clubs? This is an
individual question, which cannot be answered here, but it
will receive an answer in every church, Why not double the
Signs club, and begin an active literature campaign during
the winter months? If twenty-two members in your church
will contribute $5 a member, you can receive a club of 100
Signs weekly for one year. The rate for proportionate clubsg
may be figured at $1.10 a copy, sent to one address. Single
subscriptions $1.50,

Oue of our active missionary churches in Michigan is “ ar-
ganlzed into seven districts for the weekly missionary
prayer meetings, with a leader appointed for each district.
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They are using the Jigns weekly and Present Truth in their
work, and the enthusiasm is running so high:tha,t one of
the companies has had to ‘swarm’ for want of room at their
meetings.” This Is a description of what we would like fo
gsee in every church, and which we trust may result from
this Fourth Sabbath Home Missionary Service.

BErxesT LLOYD.

&

Our Magazine Literature

Our magazine literature fills a place all its own, and
ghould receive its rightful reecogiition in misgsionary activ-
ity, The vaine of the magazine is aptly staied as follows:

“ I would press this axiomatic truth upon your attention:
It is the cumulative force of the repeated blow that shatters
the stubborn stone. It is the constant drip that wears away
the hardest rock. And 1t ig the repeated blow of the mes-
sagecharged magazine that tends to break the heart of stone,
It is the constant dripping,— those periodic visits, twelve in
number, subject to renewal,— that wears away the prejud.i‘ce
. and scftens the heart made hard by sin., The magazine
builds upon previous numbers, the current number aug-
menting the conviction produced by the preceding ®nes. It
declares that truth, welcome or unwelcome, shall not be
forgotten.”

Foremost in the ranks of our magazine literature stands
the Wetchmon,~— a name which is familiar to every Seventh-
day Adventist, and to hundreds who are not. *'The proof
of the message contained In the Watchman,” writes C. E.
Hooper, the circulation manager, * lies in its abiiity to win
gouls to the truth. The following frank testimonials speak
for themselves, and enlarge our vision as to the possibilities
that are before us in a greater circulation of the Watchman
Magazine:

“¢T have been a Roman Catholic all my life, but through
reading the Weatchman the past few monthg, T have ¢ome to
be ready to be a Seventh-day Adventist. I was atiracted by
the faet that though there were teachings in the magazine
contrary to my belief, there was uno railing against my
church and people.’

T reeelved the Watchman Maguzine month. after month,
brought by an ageni. I was atiracted from the first, but
my interest was slow in developing. If it had not been for
the faithfulness of the agent and the quiet cultivation of
truth in the magazine, I would never have seen the light I
now see.)

“The second testimonial,” adds Brother Hooper, * espe-

clally, shows how well it pays to do systematic home mis-
sionary work., This is one of the ‘egsential features of the
Watchmen Home Reading Club, I trust in your plans you
will remember this excellent method of reaching our friends
and neighbors every month with a posilive message.”
' 7This Watchmon Home Reading Club is a plan which
makes it possible for the vearly subserlber fo the magazine
te pay for each issue when delivered, at a price less than
that of a single copy, and promotes the personal effort on
the part of our workers which is 50 necessary in successful
soul-winning. For lack of space, we cannot give further
particulars here, but suggest that full information be secured
from C. E. Hooper, Nashville, Tenn. This is a plan well
worth looking into. HoMme MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT.

A Good Plan for Using “ Present Truth”

A HoME MissIoXARY SECRETALY in the Lake Union Con-
ference follows the usnal plan of organization [n his
churches, and inaugurates house-to-house work with Present
Tryth in the towns and cities where we have churches.
"Thig secretary, however, wisely includes the couniry terri-
tory in his planning, and as he goes into the churches he
asks them if they would not lilke to gee the message go.nto
every home in their county, Of course they all say that this
ig their desire. He then informs the church members of
just how many homes there are in the couniy in which they
reside, and asks if they would be willing to send at least
one copy of Present Truth intc each of thoge homes, In one
county there were 5,000 homes, and the reguired number of
papers cost $30. This sum was quickly raised, and 5,000
coples of the speciai issue of Present Truth selected for use

was ordered sent to the church, with the necessary wrappers.

It is taken for granted that each church has been organ-
ized into the usual district misgionary prayer bands. The
papers are then divided among the different bands to be
wrapped ‘and addressed. Addresses are obtained by a mem-
ber of the church who is personally acguainted with the
county officials, or by reference to official lists.

Of course the papers are not all wrapped at ohe meeting,
but the bands meet for their usual weekly missionary prayer
meeting, and wrap papers for half an hour or an hour,
‘When the papers are all wrapped and addressed, they are
gent by express fto the conference office, where they are
mailed out at pound rates, which is much cheaper than being
mailed cuf at a cent each by the church,

The conference supplies neatly printed slips, which are
inclogsed inside the paper before wrapping, conveying the
information that this is a sample copy, and that if the
peréon would like to have the paper come to his home every
week for a whole year, all that is necessary is to send
twenty-five cents in stamps to the tract society office. Of
course nof everybody will reply or send in a subscription,
but every home in the county is reached, and the church is
praying that the homest in heart will become interested in
the paper and send in the subseription.

When the replies begin to come to the tract society, they
are given attention, and then the ndmes are turhed over to
the local church for personal attention and prayer. The
latest report from the home missionary secretary referred to
is: “ Subscriptions are coming in to the office every day,
and a fine list of inferested persons has developed, whose
names and addresses are being forwarded back to the Iocal
church for follow-up work. Other churches are taking hold
of the plan in an enthusiastic manner.”

A united, praying church ought to get splendid resulis on
the investment, Why not try it? After séveral months or
a year, the same plan might be tried with a different num-

- her of Present Truilk, sending tc the same names as before.

This ig excellent seed sowing.
HoMmi MIssioNARY DEPARTMEN'T,

Inspirational Literature Experiences

A Hessage from Canada

“ ArouT nine years ago my wife and I moved inte this
city to do house-to-house work, following the advice given
in the Testimonies. We have gold thousands of Signs and
Watchmon Magezines, many foreign periodicals, and several
hundred books. I cover practically the same ground each
montk, AS a result of our work here, we have a church of
fifteen baptized members. Last year we raised more than
one thousand dollars in tithes and offerings. We also have
a number of interested persons in this section, and hope to
see a strong work built up in the near future.”

Observations by J. L. McConaughey, Home Missionary Sec-
retary Lake Undion Conference .

“1, A year ago he was a saloon keeper in a good-sized
Michigan city. Somebody had a missionary spirit and be-
gan sending him the Signs of the Times. Today he is an
ardent member of the Seventh-day Adventist ehurch in that
city. Recently he paid in more than {welve hundred dellars
in tithe., He is carefully centinuing hils studies of God's
truth so that he may be able to have some part in taking the
message to others.

“3. He is a Michigan farmer-—a good Seventh-day Ad-
ventist, He is a subscriber to the Signs, our ploneer mis-
sionary paper, Mach week after the paper was read by the
family they took it to the home of a neighbering farmer.
This farmer’s family became interested in the story of * The
Marked Bible’ which was running in each issue. They could

. not wait for the paper to be brought fo them, but would

gend over after if, sometimes calling as often as three times
a week to gee if the paper had come yet. The story started
the interest. The whole family are now members of the
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Adventigt church, and are interetsed in taking the truth to
others.

“3..8he ig an old lady, past eighty-two, but she has a real
live missionary spirit, She has been doing house-to-house
work with the Signs, visiting as many as her strength would
rermit in one of our Illinois cities, Already, after a few
weeks in this work, one woman has accepted the truth and
has been baptized. Others are interested.

“4, Bhe is just a timid sister, but she hag a missionary
gpirit. She began visiting her neighbors with Pregent
Truth: She did not visit a large number of houses, but she
went over the territory again and again, One day a woman
expressed an interest in the paper. A call was made. More
literature was left, A Bible reading was conducted., The
Catholic husband purchased a Bible. In a few weeks hoth
husband and wife were baptized into the faith.”

A Model Church in the Southland M

*“ We feel very thankful for the small part we have in the

work here in this great city, but we feel that we are not
doing as much as we ghould. At present we are putting cut
2,000 Present Truth each week, ana selling 500 Watchman
Magazines each month, besides our Bible readings, missgion-
ary visits, angd other lines of endeavor. We are assigning to
each individual a block of territory, and are placing upon
them the entire responsibility of giving the message to those
who live in that block, Our paople are taking hold with a
heart, and .we expect to see great results.””

A “ Missionary College”

“Thé church at —— College is paying for 1,200 subscrip-
tions to Present Truih, in an endeavor to place a yearly sub-
geription,— twenty-four numbers,—in every home in the
county, They are also using hundreds of copies in personal
house-to-house work.”

A §1,600 Appreciation

At a recent meeting of the leaders of bands in New York
City, one of our brethren, a suceessful business man who
esteemd ‘the reproach of Christ greater riches than the
treasures in Egypt, in relating some of his experiences, told
of sending a copy of the Signs of the Times to a wealthy
woman in the city. She read the paper, and as an expression
of her apprecigtion, incloged in a letter a check for $50. She
continued to read the paper, and later gsent a check for $125.
From time to time she has made these contrihutions, until
the amount she has given totals $1,500.”

A Olub of One Hundred “ Signs ” Accomplishes Good Resylts

“ A féw isolated members living at decided to use
one hundred eobles of the weekly Signs in preparing the
way for a series of meetings, Their effort was not in vain.
At the close of the tent meetings, ten persons were baptized.
Five of- thess had been regular readers of the Sigas for
several months., At another place the same plan was tried,
and at the close of the tent meetings thirteen persons were
baptized. Nine of this company had been reading the Sdgns.
Tt waa through this paper that they firgt became intereated.
I am sure this club of one hundred Signs was a good in
vestment.”

Suggestions for Missionary Meetings
Firet Week

Opening Exercises: Song; Prayer; Secretary’s Report.

Scripture Lesson: Talents — Matt, 25: 14-30,

Reading: “ Doing The Best I Can with What I've Got.”

Song: “ What Are You Doing for Jesug? ” Christ in Song,
No, 542. .

Reports, 4
Noto to the Leaders

The parable of the talents iz a lesson which i& always
applicable, and may be elaboraied in various ways. Empha-
size the thought thal censure was not passed upon the serv-
ant with one talent hecause he had only one talent, but
because he did not make uge of thal one talent. “ To every
man according to his several abtilty” has been. given re-
gponsibility for the use of talent, great or small. Are we
doing our best with the gifi we have?

*

. Do'ing the Best I Can with What I've Got ™

Tue story is teld that when Moody first rose to speak in
prayer meeting, one of the deacons assured him that he
would serve God best by keeping still. Another eritic, who
praised Moody for his zeal in filling the pews of Plymouth
church, said that he should realize his limitations, and not
attempt to speak in public. “ You make too many mistakes
in grammar,” said he. %I know my mistakes’’ was the
reply, “and I lack many things, but I'm doing the best 1
can with what I've got.” He then paused, and looking at
the man searchingly, inquired, * Look here, friend, you've
got grammar endugh ~—what are you doing with it for the
Magter?

We are too prone to criticize t‘lme other persott, Some one
has said,—and I am not so sure but that there is some
truth to it,~that the very fact that we are led to criticize

‘others proves that we are guilty of the same offense,

Moody had a good answer for hig eritics. “I know my
mistakes,” he said, " and I lack many things, but P'm doing
the best I can with what I've got.” 'To every one of us God
has givgn some talent. But the question is, What are we
doing with it? Are we, like Moody, using it? God has done
his part, He has given us all something to use in his serv.
ice. But are we using i{t? Are we reciprocating? True,
some of us may not have as many or as great talents as
cothers, But when what we have ig consecrated to him and
to hig serviece, it will produce resulis in saving sinners.

“Talents that are ot needed are not bestowed. Suppos-
ing the talent Is small, God has a place for it, and that
one talent, if faithfully used, will do the very work God
degigns that it should do. . ., Your volce, your influence,

your time,— all thege are gifts from God, and are to be used
in winning souls to Christ,—* Testimondes for the Church,”

Vol IX, pp. 87, 38.

SBo if this be true, there Is not a single excuse for one of
us, He will help vws Improve these talents. TUsing them
will polish them.

“To every worker Christ promises the divine efficiency
that wili make his labors a success.”—1Id,, p. 34.

So let us then, like Moody, do the hest we can with what
we have, God will help ug improve. He will care for the
results,— J, L. MeConaughey, in Lake Union Herald.

Second Week

Opening Exercises: Song; Secretary’s Report; Reports of
Speeial Cages; Season of Prayer.

Seripture Leason: Rest — Ex. 83: 14; Matt, 11: 28, 29; Ps.
37: 7, Heb, 4: 3.

Tilustration: Christ Our Rest-Stone.

Closing Song: Christ in Song, Wo. 928,

Note to the Leaders

May this be an hour of refreshing from the presence of
God’s Bpirit. Our Saviour iz touched with the feeling of
our infirmities, and a3 he found courage and strength in
communion with hig Father, so he will impart to his weary
children the true rest, and a blessing which will make con-
tinued service light. -

Christ Our Rest-Stone

. TuE Lord said: “ My presence zhall go with thee, and 1
will give thee rest,” Ex. 83: 14.

In India, where burdens are carrled on men’s heads and
backs, it iz customary to provide resting places for them
along the road. Stones are set up along the hot, dusty
roads, just the right height for a man to rest his burden
upon until he is refreshed and able to go on his way.

“Ah, sahib,” said a native Christian to an English gentle-
man, “Christ is my rest-stone; Christ is all my hope”—
Belected,

————— el e

Third Week

Opening BExereises: Scripture Reading; Song; Prayer.
Reading: One Magazine and Five Converis.
BExperiences.

Cloging Song.
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Note to the Leaders‘

Phis might be termed a * Magazine Meeting,” and it would
well to have samples of all our magazines to present to
r members, urging them to become familiar with this ex-
lent literature and to circulate it as widsly as possible.
e Life Rogi, published by the Hinsdale (IlL) Sanitarium,
a truly medical migsionary journal, It iz always filled
th experiences of practical helpfulness for the sick and
s unfortunate, and reflects credit ypon the Christian in-

;:ution\it represents. The sketches from the life of the

under, Dr, David Paulson, are an inspiration to the mis-
mary worker to battle against obstacles, and to be sirong
fajth. Other magazines which should be mentioned are:
fe ond Health, Iiberty, Walchman, Signs of the Times.
wse wishing remunerative employment can engage in the
le of these magazines with profil, and at the same time
» mieh good.

One Magazine and Five Converts

THE excitement of graduation at the home-town high-
‘hool had scarcely died away when one of the graduates, a
aptist young woman of sterling characier, began to think
sHfinitely of carrying out the dream whiek she had cher-
hed for some time, that of being a real medical missionary,
Day by day, while seated on the home veranda snjoying
e gummer sun, er thoughts were absorbed in the one pas-
on of her soul, Where and how to obtain the desired irain-
g for medical missionary work? She secured the ad-
resses of many training schools for nurses, but invariably
leir calendars revealed a course of professional and scien-
fic training only, and her desire was to be & medical mis-
onary nurse. True, she had heard of the sanitariums con-
neted by Seventh-day Adventists, dut prejudice kept her
‘om making any inquiries. Finding no missionary nurses’
-aining school slsewhere, she declded to enter a large hos
ital in Chicago. So later in the summer she entered upon
er work.

But by a providence of the Lord, a little magazine found
s way into the mother’s home. In this magazine the
other found a notice of a new class for missionary nurses
15t pbout to start at a sanitarium in the Jocality, where it
as stated that nurses were given experience in Christian
elp work, The mother sent the magazine at cnce to the
aughter, advising her to go immediately to the sanitarium.
he young woman took her mother’s advice, and entered
lis sanitarium training school.

Before completing her three years of training, she saw
nd accepted the wonderful truths of the third angel’s mes-
ge. Several years ago she was graduated, and left the
stitution. Through prayer and the infiuenee of her Chris-
an life, her brother was led to accept the truth. Quietly
e worked on, sending the little magazine, which had
1ided her into green pastures of truth, to her old class-
ates and friends. The influenza claimed her as a vietim,
1t the results of her faithful work were seen in o family
' three,— fatber, mother, and son,— who testified that they
ould not have known of this blessed truth if this Christian
irse had not sent them a copy of the Life Boat.

The Lord uses all our literature to bring the truth to the
tention of those who are honest in heart.— Caroline Louise
lough, Bditor of the Life Boat.

' Fourth Week

Opening Bxercises: Song; Prayer; Reports; Considera-
on of Special Needs. >

Talk hy the Leader: Redeeming the Time. Eph. 5: 18;
ol. 4: 5; Rom. 13: 11, 12,

Experiences: Scattering as We Go.

Closing season of prayer. -

Note to the Leaders

Time is a gift from God, and 1ts use must be accounted
r. By filling the 0dd moments with the study of God's
ord and with helpful ministry to others, great results can
> aceomplished. Let this be the prayer of the heart:

“ake my moments and my days,
Let them flow in endless praise;
Take my intellect, and use
Every power ag thou shalt choose”

Scattering as We Go

While Selling Vegetables

“Some time ago a woman came o consuli one of our min-
isters relative to joining the chureh, It was learnmed that
one of our brethrenm, engaged in selling vegetabies, had long
been in the habit of carrying our papers and tracts with him
as he went among the homes with his greens. In this way
ghe had been supplied with our literature, and led into the
light, Her sister, and her sister’s daughter also signed the
eovenant to keep the Sabbath. We can form no better habit
than that of distributing this megsage-filled literature as we
mingle with the people. Redeem the time! 'We may not
be able to do many things that we see others do to the glory
of God; yet if we will be led of him and do what our bhands
find to do, with our might, we may confidently expect to
have some glad surprizes in the final results.”

Dropped Over the Fence

‘At a missionary meeting in a Western church, one of
our sisters told of her sxperience in overcoming her natural
timidity and the ineclination to hold back from going among
her neighbors with the message, But one day she ventured
forth, and succeeded in dropping a tract into a certain front
yvard, The little messenger was picked up and read, It was
a silent and effective witness to the truth, and an honest
heart was walting for its message, Withir a short time
the lady who was influenced by the tract was walking in
the light of truth. Her remark to the timid but willing
sister who dropped the tract over the fence ig a sermon in
itself: ‘It was good of you to do it, but why did you not
leave the tract before?’ O that we might have the sin of
hesitation smitten from our lives!”

A Russian Brother's Htory

This experience was related by a soldier to one of our
midsionaries in Tabriz, Persia, and occyrred in the yesar
1917, The man was an artist by profession, and was en-
gaged In painting scenes for plays in the theater when the
story bhegins,

“ &o far as this world was concerned, I had no need ox
anxiety, for my salary was from one hundred to ome hun-
dred fifty rubles a week [$50 to $751 hesides what I received
from other painting., But neither the great love for my art
nor money satisfied. There was a longing in my soul for
peace, 1 experienced a great emptiness or burden that was
indescribable. Many times I was tempted to take my life,
In fact one evening I went f{o the basement and drew my
sword. But my great fear of the future kept me from com-
mitting the deed. I resigned my position with the theater,
and by traveling, 1 tried to find peace for my troubled soul.

“QOne day I noticed a crowd of railroad laborers. As they
worked, they talked apd laughed ag if there were no ecares
and worries in the world, 1 decided that it was physidal
labor that I needed, Five minutes had not passed before I
had made a contract with the boss, and was provided with
a pick and spade. My hands were bligtered and pained after
a few hours’ work; bfit I kept at it. At night ome of the
crew began talking religion. 1 crept up close, and listened,
How I envied him! His face would light up, and he ap-
peared so happy as he falked. Finally I asked him to what
chureh he belonged. He said that he was a Seventh-day Ad-
ventist. 1 had never heard the name before, and so I asked
many questions. The following evening and the next were
spent the same way, talking religion with thisg man,

“Finally I openad my heart to this common laboring man,
this stranger. I told him how burdened I was., He took me
to a mission worker who was living in. the city, and a
Bibie study hour wag appointed every day. I studied dili-
gently, and it was not leng before ¥ was satisfied that 1 had
found life. When I determined to obey and walk in this
life, the great burden rolled away, and I found peace, 1
have been happy in Jesus ever since, even through great
oppesition and persecution,”

Thus we see another example of how God’s faithful wit-
nesses are brought in contaet with those who are seeking
iight, and when true to the guiding of the Holy Spirit in
all the c¢ireumstaneces of life, are true soul-winners,




Missionary Yolunteer
Bepartment

Devotional Meeting for November. 6

Rubfect: Reverence.

Helpful Thought: “Wherefore we receiving o Eingdom
which cannot be moved, 16t us have grace, wherehy we
may serve God acceplably with reverence and godly
fear® Heb, 12128, :

Senior

1. Song Service and Prayer.

2. Scripiure Reading: Isaiah 6: 1-8

3. Talk: “Holy, Holy, Holy.” See Replew for Qctoher 14,

4, Symposium: Reverence,

5. Talk: Reverence in the House of God.
. 6. Story: Tha Reformation of Beverly Hills. -

7. Cloge with prayer, the organ playing softly while all
pass out.

Junior

1. Song Service and Prayer.

2, Scripture Reading: Isaiah 6: 1.8,

3. Superintendent’s Talk: * Holy, Holy, Holy.”

4, Symposium: Reverence,

5. Talk: Nadab and Abihu,

6. Story: The Helormation of Beverly Hills,

7. Close with prayer, the organ playing softly while all
pass out,

Notes to the Leaders

The Aim for Today is deeper reverence among our Mis-
sionary Volunteers. God is our Father, so we can press very
close to him with ail our peity trials, ag well as our great
perplexities; hut lei us always come to, him reverently, for
he is the great God of the universe. Let ug always gpeak
hiis name with love and reverence; and iet us never forgei
to treat his house respectfully, It is discourteous to God to
he irreverent in the house that is dedicated to hig worship,
Can you not help your young people t¢ see the need of rev.
erence a bit more clearly teday? Some are forgetful. The
Misgsionary WVolunieer who habitually treats God’s name
and God’s house irreverently, is telling those about him in
clear tones thai he does not know his God; for if he knew
him, he would love and revere him. Emphasize the thought
that acquaintance wiith God promotes reverence, Just be-
fore the meeting begins, have an earnest sea%on of prayer
with all who take part on the program. .

Rong Service and Prayer.— Let the soung service today he
gtich as will tend toward reverence, Numbers 648, 485, 519,
507, 841, and 337, in Christ in Song, would he appropriaie
gelections. But do nof let the musle drag, Perbhaps you
will open your meeting with No. 196, Following the praver,
have a three-minute silent period, broken hy the siraing of
hymn No. 327, “ Holy, Holy,” all jeinhing in.

Sympostum.— Pass out paragraphs of the article * Hew
erence * to gome of the more timid, thus encouraging them
to take part on the program.

Special Senior Note

Talk: Reverence in the House of God.— The one giving
this talk should study carefully “ Testimonigs for the
Church,” Volume V, pages 491-500' Other belps may be
found in “ Missionary Volunteers and Their Work,” pages
151, 152, 420, 421.

Special Junior Note

Telk: Nadab and Abihu.— This talk should he based on
the chapter, “ The 8in of Nadabh and Abihu” in “ Patriarchs
and Prophets,” pages 259, 860. Let it be given by a conse-
crated Junior, but preparation should he made under the
supervision of an older person. Do not fail to bring out
eclearly the distinction hetween the holy and the unholy,
Bring the lesson home. How do the Juniers in vour society
hehave in God’s house? How do they handle their Bibles?
And in what manner do they speak God’s name?

Reverence
Dr. James G. McCrure has said:

“In a general way, reverence may he designated as the
mother of all virfues, For it i3 reverence fer the {ruih that
nourishes honesty; reverence for purity that nourishes chas-
tity; reverence for love that nourishes kindness; reverence
for compassion that nourlshes sympathy. To the degree
that reverence exists, other virtues exist. To the degree
that reverence 1z abseut, other virines are absent”
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“ Businesg obligations wiil have force only as men 1
erence truth and honor. . . . The loss of reverence t
cheapens truth and purity is more dangerous to & nation
a civilization than the dynamite homb of the ansrchi

“ Reverence reveals fineness of character, To revere

the pare and the beautiful and the good I8 & mark of hi
mindedness,”

Dr, McClure further defines reverence ag “the feel
which accompanies the recognition of worth, wherever
whatever that worth may be” If we feel as we enter Go
house that we are there to show God how much we thj
of him, our entire attitude will be one of reverence and
true expression of worth-ship. '

“From the sacredness which was attached to the eart
sanctuary, Christians may learn how they regard the pl
where the Lord meets with his people. There hag beer
great change, not for the better, but for the worse, in 1
habits and customs of the people in reference to religic
worship. The preclous, the sacred things which connect
with God, are fast losing their hold upon our minds a
hearts, and are being hrought down io the level of gomm
things. The reverence which the people had abciently
the sanctuary where they met with God in sacred servi
has largely pagsed away., Neverthelesg, God himself gs
the crder of his service, exalting it high above everythi
of a temporal nature.”

" In the minds of many, there are no more sacred thougl
connected with the house of God that with the most eg
mon place, . . . Because of the irreverence in aititude, dre
and deportment, and lack of a worshipful frame of mi
God has oftem turned his face away from thoge assemhl]
for his worship.” )

“Sometimes young men and women have so little rey
ence for the house and worship of God that they keep uy
continual communication with each other during the g
men. Could they see ihe angels of God Tooking upon the
and marking their doings, they would be filled with shas
and abhorrenee of themselves, God wants attentive hearer:

“If when the people come into the house of worghip, th
have genuine reverence for the Lord, and hear in mind tb
they are in his presence, there will he a sweet slogquence
gilence. The whispering and laughing and talking whi
might he without sin in a common husiness place, shou
find no sanction in the house where God is worghiped. T
mind should he prepared to hear the word of (God, that
may bave due weight, and suitahly impress the heart.”

The Reformation of Beverly -Hills

Beverry Hrrrs hoasted a thriving church. The messa
had heen preached eloguently in that little valley, and t
simple, honest farm people had responded in numhe:
They had huili a neai, attractive house of worship of whi
they might reasonably he proud; hut that was not all. Ba
of the ehurch stood a clean, modern, one-room scheolhous
and one of the very best teachers in the Staie—so t
superintendent had told them —was to take charge of t
twenty-five hright, happy hoys and givls during the ¢omi
vear. Yes, the Beverly Hills church had good reason to fi
complacent over the sitnation,

Grace (’Neil was happy too, She really had not expect
to find such a lovely voom in which te work, and such
cordial welcome from her new pairons. Her first dis:
pointment came on Sahbath. She had entered the 1t
chapel with the guiet peace of a glorious auntumn Sabbs
in her soul, but that peace had fled long before the servic
were over. It had given place to pain to find such lo
laughing and talking before meeting and a regular huhb
between Sahbath school and church. The children we
running back and forth; some were deeply interested In ¢
story in the Youth's Instructor and were not at all carel
ahouf turning the pages. More than once she heard wh
pered hits of conversation between John and Mary who
behind her. No wonder, then, that the Sabhath calm h
given way to restlessness, that the sermon had seem
endless, the autumn day stifiing.

The sun was sinking behind, the western rim of the B
erly Hillg, and the long, coo! shadows were purpling in 1
distance before the Sabbath quiet again stole into the n
teacher’s heart. 8he had slipped away from the warm far
house and, Bible in hand, had sought a shady, secluded ho
where she could watch God clogse his Sabbath day, 1

- memory of the morning came as a discordant note now; 1
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then, what could she do? Every one seemed to accept the
vigiting and bustle as the proper thing. It was hopeless.

Was it hopeiess? The question would not be settled.
That night Miss O'Neil turned to the eighteenth chapter of
Matthew for her Scripture reading, but she got no farther
than the third verse. Jesus had taught through the cbil-
dren, why could not she?

Two weeks later twenty-five boys and girls entered Sab-
bath scheol with quiet tread. Twenty-five immediately found
geats. Miss O'Neil was there, too, with bowed head and a
prayer in her heart, waiting for the superintendent to take
hig place. Somewhere on the apparel of those twenty-five a
tiny blue badge wag pinned, for they were all members of an
important goeiety., Truly important that society was, for
each member had learned how to act inm the presence of the
King.

Sabbath school over, Miss O'Neil watched with eager in-
teregt, Yes, one afier another was marching quietly to his
accustomed place. There was Tom,— impulsive, lovable
Tom. &She saw hinr hesifate in the alsle; she saw a litile
hand feel of something beneath the collar of his coat, and
then a sturdy ﬁgufe passed by his mother who was visiting
with a friend, and took a seat. And the mother! Miss
O'Neil could hardly suppregs a smile at the look of genuine
surprise on ber face, Why, she was accusfomed to having
to drag Tom, who always had a last word te say, to that
geat, Too surprised to be interested in further conversa-
tion, Mrs, Howard took her seat beside him, and a song
of thankfulness welled in the teacher’s heart. Twenty-five
boys and girls stifled impulses of restiessness that day, and

_the sermon did not seem quite so long.

Two more weeks had passed. There was already a marked

' change. More of the methers had learned to take their seats

quielly with those twenty-five hoys and girls. Perhaps some
had discovered the little biue badge and had been teld
stories of the importance of proper hehavior in the house of
God, the same stories Miss O'Neil had told in schocl. At
any rate, a committee on arrangements had been appointed,
The wisest and most infinential members of Beverly Hilly
church were members of it. And the resulls of the com-
mittee? Well, the resolutions and plans for better order
would be read and acted upon by the whole church the next
Sabbath. There would be many a ghining little face when
they were adopted.

The joy of spring throbbed in the air. "The warm sun-
light streamed into the litile chapel on quiet heads, bowed
in prayer or bent in reverent Bible study. Sabbath school
wag over, and there had been some delay hefore arrange.
ments for church service were complete. Stillness reigned
supreme in the little couniry church, and the faithful church
school teacher bowed her head in another prayer of thanks-
giving, The schoolroom doors had already been cloged for
ithe long, happy summer vacation, and Miss O'Neil would
soon ‘say good-by to those whom she now held dear. The
struggles had been many, and failures too. Yes, she knew
ghe would do differently mext time, B8till, through it ail,
there wag the sense of a victory won, for Beverly Hills
church owed its reformation to her boys and glrls who had
so valiantly led the way. HarrieT HOLT.

Devotional Meeting for November 13
Senior

Subject: The Man Who Found Himself,
Helpful Thought: “ I will arise and go to my father.” ]‘Aﬂce
15:18,

1, Song Service.

2. Opening Exercises.
11-32.)

3, Talk:; “ He Came to Himsell.”

4. Recitation: The Prodigal.
Reading: “ I'tl Be What You Want Me to Be.”
Song: No. 566, Christ in Song,
Reading: To Be Found — A Boy.
Congecration Service,
Cloze by repeating Mizpah.

(Seripture Reading: Luke 15:

woo s o

Junior

Bubject: The Boy Who Found Himself. )
Helpful Thought: “ Those that seek Me early shall find me”

. Song Service,

. Opening Exercisesg.

. Superintendent’s Talk: “He Came to Himszelf.”

. Reading: A Rich Man Whe Never Foiund Himself,
Talk: The Prodigal.

Song: No. 68, Christ in Song.

Stery: To Be Found — A Boy.

. Consecration Serviee.

. Close hy repeating Mizpah.

Notes to the Leaders

Adm for Today— One of the saddest pictures in all the
world is that of a man or woman facing eternity with a
misspent life behind. Youth ig so hepeful (and it is right
that it should be) that* we often lose the sense of proper
propertions until the loving Father brings some {rial which
awakens us and makes us take account, of eiernity and a life
worth while, Aim today to impress each hesart with the
great fact that true happiness in this life, as well ag in
olernity, comes oniy to him who completely surrenders to
the will of God. A look inte the Master’s face brings a
radiance to the life which those who have not looked can
never know.

Song Service.— Announce the topic of the day, and call
for appropriate songs, Have a list ready to suggest if oth-
ers do not respond. Numbers 507, 495, 526, in Chrisi in
Song, are appropriate,

Opening Hgercise—— Select some song of consecration for
the opening hymn. Number 598 is suggesied for the Seniors,
and No. 71 for the Juniors, Have an earnest season of
prayer, followed by the Scripture Reading. TFollowing the
Secretary’s Report, bave hrief reports from band ieaders.

(000 =1 S0 T Pobo b

Special Senior Note

Consecration Service-— Prepare for this consecration serv.
ice by earnegt prayer in the prayer bands, ILay the hWurden
upon ecach consecrated Missionary Volunteer to plead with
the Father in the secret place that each, young person of the
society may make a new and complete surrender, Then call
for a declaration of that surrender,

Special Junior Note

Superintendent’'s Talk: “ He Came to Himself.— Adapt
this article to the needs of your hoys and girls. The earlier
the Junlors can learn the truth of the statement, “ He that
findeth his life shall lose it: aund he that loseth his life for
My sake shall find It,” the mere joy they will find in life
and the more service they will give io the Master.

Reading: A Rich Man Who Never Found Himself.— Read
the incident of the New York banker which is related in
the Senior reading, “I'll Be What You Want Me to Be.”
The superintendent should write out a paragraph to he read
by a Junior, applying the story in a way that all can under-
stand-that neither wealth nor workily success can bring true
happiness. )

. Talk:s The Prodigal— Have seme Junior prepare io tell
this story in his own words,

Consecration Service.— See Senlor note. Before the meet-
ing, or perhaps in the prayer band, ask a few consecrated
Juniorsg to lead out promptly.

“Me Came to Himself ”

Wi are glad that In this tonching and beautiful parahble
the poor prodigal did come to himself, but what a pity that
thig awakening was preceded by the dregs of human degra-
dation! The harlotry, the hunger, the husks, Tevelings,
drunkenness, orgies, and the ingvitable results: disillusion-
ment, disgrace, despair! Sin’s wages is death. Satan is a
good paymaster —mnot a goed paymaster, but a good pay-
master. Serve bim, and you'll receive your wages in full,
to the last farthing, °

The broadway locked bright and atiractive te the young
man, There was music and dancing, laughter and gong,
“There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the
end thereof are the ways of death,” “ Rejoice, O young
max, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days
of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in
the sight of thine eves: but kuow thou, that for all these
things Ged will bring thee into judgment.”

When the days are brizght and the heart is }gbt; when
the bhloom of health is upon the cheek; when friends are
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many and cares sit lightly — how easy it is to forget God!
He “ wasted his substance in rictous living,” But Jlet the
clouds lower, let the pinch of hunger be felk, let the foun-
dation hegin to crumble a bit, let some impending deom
hang-over the head, and things look quite different. ‘Worn,
hungry, despalring, “ he came to himself,” And when “he
came to himself,” he said in his heart, “I will arise and go
to my father.” And the father’s heart of love was yearning
over hig lost boy all these years. He did not even have to go
all the way, for the father saw him a long way off, and ran
to meet him. You know the warmth of affection seen in that
greeting, and you remember the spokbn words of forgiveness
to the wanderer who *“ was lost, and 1s found.”

‘Sin‘is a hateful thing. No matier how enticing and aliur-
ing it may appear, the end iz death, unless the sinner comes
to himgself, and says in his heart,»“ I wiil arige and go to
-my Father.” And he finds the Father’s arms outstretched
to recelve him. “Why wili yé dle, O house of Israei?” If
yom di_e, it is because you will to die. This is‘your choice,

“ Wverything depends on the right action of the will. The
power of choice God has given to men; it is theirs to exercise.
You cannot change your heart, you cannot of yourself give
to God iks affections; but you can choose to serve him, You
can give him your will; he will then work in you fo will and
to do aceording to his good pleasure, . ..

“Degireg for goodness and holiness are right as far as
they go; but if you stop here, they will avail nothing, Many
will be lost while hoping and desiring to be Christians,
They do not come to the point of yielding the will to God.
They do not now choose to be Christians.”

The young man surely hasn’'t yet come te himself who
will deliberately choose the world with its broad read lead-
ing to ruin, despair, and death in the lake of fire, in place
of heaven, and the narrow way leading threugh one of those
gates of pearl into the city celestial, and eternal life on the
earth made new.

“The condition of eternal life is now just what it altways
has been,—- just what it was in Paradise before the fall of
pur flrst parents,— perfeet obedienee to the law of God,
perfect' righteousness. If eternal life were granted on any
condition short of this, then the happiness of the whele
universe would be-imperiled. The way would be open for
gin, with all its train of woe and migery, to be lmmortalized.

“ 1t was possible for Adam, before the fall, to form a right-
aous character by obedience to God’s law. But he falled to

do this, and because of his sin, cur natures are failen, and’

weo canhot make ourselvss righteous., Since we are sinful,

wnholy, we cannot perfectly obey a holy law. We have no .

righteousness of our own with which to meet the claims of
the law of God. But Christ has made a way of escape for
us. He lived on earth amid trials and iemptatlons guch as
we have to meet., He lived a sinlesg life. He died for us,
and now he offers to take our sins and give us his right-
eousness. If you give yourself to him, and aceept him as
your Saviour, then, sinful as your life may have been, for
his gsake you are accounted righteous. Chbrist’s character
stands in place of your character, and you are accepted be-
fore God just as if you had not sinned.”

This ig the welcome home. This is the way the Father
goes oul to meet hiz wandering chiid, This is the exchange
he offer§ you. The Father, afior the first greetings are over,
draws. his ehair elose up beside yours as ho says in such a
friendly, cordial way: * Come now, and let us reason to-
gether, .. . Though your ging be as scarlet, they shall ‘he asg
white'ag snow; though they be red Iike crimson, they shall
be ag wool. If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the
good of the land.” “If ye be willing”! Qurs is the choice,
Ours i8 the willing, his the fulfilling.

Conditions bring people to themselves — sometimes, too
late. The * Titanic” was racing acrosg the Atlantie. All
wag gayéty on board. The merry feet of the dancers kept
time to lively music. Then-— the erash, the slanting decks,
the blanched faces, the ery of terror, the struggle for life
preservers, the leap in the dark, and music,—not the Fox
T'rof, but * Nearer, my God, to thee.” From the surface of
the oeean could he heard that despairing cry, “ O God, have
mercy on my poor, lost soull”

One of'the eighteen to return out of eight hundred soldier
boys who went “over the tep” at the Argonte, said: “I
know I should have gone stark mad hut for my hope in God.”

One may go on trusting in self and living for self until
the crisis comes, and then—.
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She was reared in a divided home, was this beautiful girl.
The mother, an carnest Christian, sought to impress upon
her child those ideals of Christian living which had heen
an anchor to her own soul. The father, an open and avowed
infidel, thought only of hig child. She was his cherished
idol. As the young life blossomed into young womanhood,
he gought ig lead her into worldly society, He wanted her
to shine. He dressed her in fine clothing and decked bher
with jewely, One day, in a distant State, a, yellow envelope
was handed him, As he read, his face grew a shade paler,
but he did not say anything. He fook the next train for
home. Ii seemed to stand still upon the tracks. At last
he gtood at the bedside of hig dying child. Falntly ghe said,
“ 0O papa, I love you, Tell me, papa, whom shall I betieve,
what mamma has taught me, or what you have told me all
along?” With agonized tone, the heart-stricken father cried
out, “For God's sake, child, believe your mother.”

May God help you, if you have not yef made Jesus your
choice, to come to yourseif before'it 18 too late, and to say
in your heart, “I will arise and go to my Father.”

C. A, RUSSELL.

“¥lIl Be What You Want Me to Be”

I wowper whether any Dymn has ever been sung by youlg
peonle the world arvound, that has produeced the result
in surrendered lives and fruitful service such as the hymn
from which this quetation is taken has brought forth. I
have heard it sung in Australla and New Zealand, in locai
societies, and ai conventions and conferences; and never
was T more thrilled than at Lake Geneva when, at a stu-
dent’s conference, John Timothy Sione agked four hun-
dred students on the lake shore to sing it as 1f they meant it,

Just as the sun was going down; and they rose nearly o a

man to sing,

“T1°11 go where you want me to go, dear Lord,
n- Over mountain or plain or sea;
I'll say what you want me to say, dear Lord;
1'% be what you want me to be”

What an amount of disappointment, unfruitfulness, and
unhappiness would have been avoided or averted if all young
women and young men had faken and maintained this atti-
tude toward the One they have called Lord and Saviour!

Not long ago I was passing out of ohe of the great bank-
ing establishments of New York City, when the president,
a veputed multi-milllonaire, cailed me into hig room. After
I had entered somewhat hesitatingiy, he deliberately locked
the door, and put the key into his pocket.

““Please he seated,” he sald, pointing me to a chair, It
was half invitation and half coramand.

Not knowing what was coming, I mechanlcally took the
place indicated, and lecked at him with a question In my
expresslon, I am sure. '

“Dr. Elliot, I am a disappointed and unhappy man,” he

sald, as he wearily sank into g chair opposite me,

I was shocked, surprised, indeed amazed; for I had always
regarded him as an unusually successful, satisfled man, with
a beautiful home, a charming family, and happy home life;
indeed, with everything to make life comfortable and sat-
isfactory. With a pastor’s instinet, hoping and praying that
I might be able to help him, I akt once asked: “ What is
your trouble? Will you tell ma?™”

With a deep-drawh sigh and a most unhappy expression,
he said: “My trouble iz that, although I am a professed
Christian, I have never been witllng to let God have his
way with me, He called me to preach when I was a young
man in college. Oh, there wag no mistaking it! I knew
ther, and I know now, it was hiz call; but I wanted to make
motney and reach an independent position; and go I turned
a deaf ear to his call, and went my own way. After grad-
uation T plunged inte money making, and I have amassed
what even men in New York call a fortune; but it doesn’t
satisfy, and I am disappointed, dissatisfied, and thoroughly
unhappy.” After a brief pause, he continued: “ You know
I am an officer in my church, and try to hear my share of
respongibility in various ways, financial and otherwise, 1
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e my sing are forgiven and I am God's ¢hild; but oh!
ww and God knows, I am g spiritual slacker, a plain
zer of duty, and so 4 traltor to my Lord and Master.”
could not help thinking of the words of his Master and
‘g and mine:

Whosoever will save his Iife shall lose if; but whoso-
» shall lose hig life for my sake and the gospel’s, the
& shall save it. For what shall it profit a man, if he
11 gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what
i1 a manr give in exchange for his soul? Whosoever
refore shall be ashamed of ‘me ., . of him alsc shail the
1 0f man be aghamed, when he cometh in the glory of his
her with the holy angels.”” Mark 8: 36-38.

A man's life congisteth not im the abundance of the
ags which he possesseth.” T.uke 12: 15,

teiter far let your heavenly Father make your life’s pro-
m if you want to be a bhappy, useful, fruitful Christian,
may want you right where you are. Better seek to “let
a bave his way with thee,” than to let your selfish ambi-
b personal pleasure, or greed of gain influence or rule
1 hn H. Elliott, D, D.

To Be Found — A Boy

A 1ONG-LIMBED, clumsy-footed boy ghuffled lazily along the
eel.” Two men, walking briskly, overtook and passed him.
‘That boy, Thad. Ranger,” remarked one of the men, “1s
living illustration of an iniransitive verb. Like the
rb he reqguires no cbject, and has none. He is nothing
t a cipher, and T sometimes wonder if he 18 really bounded
anvthing so definite as a rim.”
“ Perhaps the boy needs only an awakening, a shock of
me sort to gtart something alive in him,” the other man
ggested.
“He has had fourteen years of sleep.
tting his nap out.” ’
The boy canght only a few words, “That boy, Thad.
inger, —,” and then, “ He is nothing but a clpher” A
sk of rebellious abandon settled upon his face.
“There goes the laziest boy in town, IHe ought to be
rked under the lask, or be put out of the way of busy
ople.”
The hoy heard every word of that speech as he sauntered
st 2 house where women Were visiting on the porch, He
t an enemy to all the world, and the world an ¢nemy
him,
The next day he was met by a gentleman, who said:
“My lad, I have an important message to send to a man
e miles out in the country, I can't telephone for fear of
teners, and I am fooking for a hoy whom I can trust to
rry it. It ig a long way to walk, but you look like the
nd of lad who would go over P1kes Peak, if you set your
w to do #H.”
Thad. did not recognize the stranger as one of the men
10 had passed him the night before, and some new sensa-
ns were thrilling him as he realized that to a stranger
appeared trustworthy,
“1 helieve I can deliver the message for you.
nd the walk.”
“ Then g0 to the office, and I will give you instructions.”
With the message in hig pocket, he walked briskly along
e road, Never had he been treated with so much defer-
ce, and never bad he felt o much worth while, Mile after
1o rolled behind his eager feet, and he came at last to” the
ge brown house to which he had been directed:
 [¢ pir, Herrick here? " inguired Thad. of the woman who
me to the door.
“No, [ aln 8orry to say, he fsn’t. He is about four miles
' the road superintending a job of road mending., He
't be at home until night. Do you wish to leave a mes-
ge for him?”
* Thank yon, I will Xeep on till T find him”
Determinedly the boy set out again; but muscles, unae-
stomed to use, were Wearing sore, and his feet grew heav-
» with every step.
[ was sent only 80 far as the honse, It isn't my fault
2t he jsn’t at home. What would I do If he had gone to

He ought to be

I won't

11

Alaska? T guess I'll go back.” The way was growing very
much uphiil and, though he bad not stopped climbing, every
step was a hesitation. ’

Suddenly the magic words came back to him, “You look
like the kind of lad who would go over Pikes Peak, if you
set your jaw to do it.”

To the one person who believed in him he would not
prove g failure, His Jaw wag set. The message should be
delivered., Heavy-footed, but with energy, he forged onward.

Before the first two mlles were covered, a gnawing emptl-
ness in his stomach told him that dlnner time was past,
and the weary, hungry boy found hill climbing more and
more difficult.

At last as he dragged his lagging body over the top of a
hill, he saw the road-grading outfit in the vallay below. The
tractor stood Idle, and the men were working with teams,

“Is Mr. Herrick here?” the boy asked of the first work-
can he met.

“He should be. We've been expecting him for tbhree
hours, He went fo Lacey this morning for gas and repairs
for the engine. He's delaved some way.”

“How far is it to Lacey?”

“Close to three miles, and might be more.”

The boy’s heart sank, but ke thought of Pikes Pealk, and
after asking for a drink and making sure how to find Mr.
Herrick, he was again upon the road

“Inguire at the Star Garage. Is driving a Ford, without
hood or top. About three miles. Shall I ever make it, and

ﬁhall I find Mr. Herrick?”

A boy, weak with hunger, with bligstered heels and aching
legs, atumbled into the Star Garage.

“Is Mr. Herrick here?” he asked. .

“No,” & man under s car answered, “ He's —” but Thad.
was gone, '

A Ford, without a hood or top, was about to round the
colner at the bank, on the way out of town. Almost with
his last sirength, Thad. flung himself across the street, and
made the driver hear his frantic call to stop.

“Tg this Mr. Herrick?” poor Thad. panted.

“It is. What will you have, son?”

“ 1 have a letter for you from My, Hughes, of Barrlngton
He told me to wait for an answer.”

Mr, Herrick read:

“ Dear Frienp HerRicx: I am gending to you a hoy who
has in him the making of a hobo eor a missionary, I don’t
vet know which, but I am inclined to think if any one can
set bis feet on the right track, you can. I should be glag if
you could devise a way to get him at work with a good
family in the country. His people would be glad, I am sure,
to assist in such a plan, if the boy himself can be aroused
to desire it. The boy does not know the purpose of this
letter except that it is a matter of business. He is in-
structed to wait for an answer.” .

“Well, my hoy, I shall have to step into the bank to
seribble a few lines. Yow may wait here in the car.”

Thad. was glad fo wait where he could rest, Secon Mr,
Herrick returned with a sealed message for Mr, Hughes,
and -noticed the boy’s tired face.

. “How did you get here, son?” he asked.

“1 walked.”

“ All the Way from Bauington‘? ”

“Yes, sir.

“Had dinner?”

“No, gir. I haven’t.” .

“My boy, you're a brick! Come in and have a lunch.
I'm going back to the outfit, and yonu may ride that far.”

With a dinner to .delight any fourteen-year-old boy, he
was again in the car, and on the-road.

“How old are you?” asked Mr, Herrick.

“ Fourteen,’”” Thad. answered. -

“How would you like a job on the farm? I’ve been look-
ing for & trustworthy boy, and you come the nearest to it
of any I've seen.”

“1’d 1ike it all right, if my father will agree.
have to see him about it.” N

“Then I'H drive right into Barrington™

New sensations were racing through the boy’s’ heart
When bad any one wanted him so mpuch that be would drive

You will
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gighteen miles to get him? “It is because I was faithiul
and stuck to a hard job,” he decided. * Affer this I am
going to stick to a job all the time.”

He angd the man were very silent, and Thad. had time to
think, “I believe,” he said to himself, “I had petter start
where I left off, with the biggest and best job I ever under-
toolk, I shall have fo square things with Jesus, and keep
them square. Right here I hegin over again.”

Inoxa Hiii.

The Prodigal
“ GIve me,” so he said to his father,
“The goods that are mine;” '
And siraightway he sought the far couniry,
The husks and the awine.
*“ Make me;” in his want and his hunger,
A new prayer he learned;
He longed for the house of his father,
For love he had spurhed.

But hig father came running to meet him,

And kissed him, and gaid:
“He was lost and is found; he is living,

My son who was dead.

Bring forth the best robe and puf on him,
And ghoes for his feet;

And bring a gold ring for hig finger;
And give him io eal.”

Dost Thou grant us, O Infinite Wisdom,
The gifts we demand,

Till we come 10 ourselves, and are willing
To yield to thy hand?

And then, ere our stumbling confession
Of failure is done,

Thou makest us more than a servant;
Thuu sayest, “ My sonl”

[ — Annie Johuson Flint.

i

Devotional Meeting for November 20
’ Senior

Subject: M‘akin_c;" Our Society o Success.
Qur Pledge: Loving the Lord Jesus, I promise fo take an
. qetive part in the work of the Young People’s Mission-
ary Volunteer Soctety, doing what I can {0 help others
and to findsh the work of the gospgl tn qll the world.

1. Opening Exercises.

2. Reading: How io Make the Young People’s Society a
Success.

3. Talk: Phebe.

4. Poem: What Have We Done Today?

5. Talk: Overcoming Difficulties,

6. Round Table: Improving Our SBoeiety.

7, Close by repeating the Senior Misslonary Volunteer

Pledge.
Junior
Subject: Being Active in Society Work.

Our Pledge: Loving the Lord Jesus and trusting him 1o help
me, I will try to read my Bible and fo pray every day,;
to be pure, honest, kind, cheerful, obedient, and rev-
erent ahoays; and to take some active part in the
work or meetings of our sociely every week.

. Opening EWxercises. '

. Superintendent’s Talk: Phebe,

. Poemn: Ldttle Acts of Love.

. Reading: BElsie’s Dream.

. Round Tabie: Improving Our Society.

. Cloge by repeating the Junior Missionary Volunteer

Pledge.

T A U2 Do

Notes to the Leaders

Aim for Today~— Those who would get the most out of
the Missionary Volunteer Society must put the most into it.
Aim today to impress a Personal responsibility upon the
mind of each one present. Lead them to see that the society
ig not @ success or a failure hecause of the officers in charge.
True, the leaders carry great responsibilities, but the real
success of the gociety depends upon the organized effort put
forth through the society as a whole, Help each young
person.to see that it is his duty o be regular in attendance,
active in the work of the society, and faithful in reporting
the work done, Bring out cleariy the fact thai this was the
respongibliity assumed when they signed the Missionary
Volunteer Pledge. -

Round Toble: Improving Our Socieiy—— Helps for this
number on the program may be found in chapters 18 and 19
of “ Missionary Volunteers and Their Work.” Assign sub-
heads to several menmbers for three-minute talks. Or, if you

prefer, this is an opportune time fo draw on your mem
for individual reports of work done. Also, have your 1
leaders tell of plans on foot for further work.

Special Senior Note

Talk: Overcoming Dificuliies.— Material for this talk
be found in chapier 20 of “ Missiohary Voluntieers and T
Work.”

How to Make the Young People’s Society a Suw

AwmoNg the esgentials for Success in any organized w
co-operation ig the firgl. We know that in political par
in busihesg firms, or in any enterprise. entered into ¥
number of persons, there must be mutual interest and h
fuiness. In the great Federation of the United States,
ag well In the simple partnership of the home, co-operat
ig the power that holds i fogether and keeps it work
Sallust hag said, “ By union the smallest States thrive;
discord, the greatest are destroyed.” i

But deeper yet, and back of eo-operatjon, lies the spirit
which all zcts of helpfulness are prompted. This spirit
itg true sense, is love of humanity, pubjic spirit, patrioti
It is simply living out the thirteenth chapier of First (
inthigns. It is universal love seeking not her own, bui
fering willing gervice wherever help is needed, Nehem
was a patriot. It was itrue public spiritedness which
him ip give up his snug position at the couri of Artaxer
where the king delighted in his company, o share the ha
ships of hig people in rebuilding Jerusalem. The worl
truest patriof, Jesus Christ, has left us an example of
most exalted patriotism. His love for humanity compel
every thought and act of his life, and found its highest
pression in the great, final sacrifice.

Nothing short of this superlative love of service can ms
our Misstonary Voelunteer Society a success. It requires si
effacing consecralion —the highest form of patriotis
Withont this spirit we are “sounding brass, or a tinkl
cymbal,” and the sacrifices of our lives in martyrdom wos
profit u8 or the cause of Christ nothing, Buil with the i
of Chrigt and humanity constraining us, our work wiil v
for the Magter move than any earthly records can show.

We cannot be idie when the work we love is needing
We cannot refuse to lift our share of the load, run our sh:
of the errands, do our part of the drudgery, and, should 1
need arise, do twice as much as our share. When the s
retary of the program commitiee calls upon us for wo
we cannot he foo busy or too incapable, or too anything e
to take the work and do our best with it. It is not so
one elge’s best that God expects us to do, only our oy
And it may be that your best or my best can betier glor
God in the particular place he assigns than any one els
best couid do. Therefore do not “ with one consent” he
“ o maite excuse,” | -

Do not refuse to help because you are not first choice,
sometimes happeng that the one first cailed upon has bou;
a piece of land or 3 new yoke of oxen, or has acgquired so
other burden, and has excused himself from service, |
cause he has desplsed his birthright, will you do lkewis
If you or I refuse fo help, it will be necessary for some ¢
perhaps as sensitive ag ourseives to be third choice. Be g]
that you are able to fill the chinks. Be gilad that you :
fit 10 be used. If you cannot be the great marble pill;
which dignify the front entrance, be thankful if you c
oniy be the putiy which hoids the panes of glass in f
windows; you are helping.

‘We are not all fitted for the same work. We cannot
be ieaders. Some must be followers, It ig truiy as great
art 10 be a good foliower as to be a good leader, and
often requires more of that super-rare guality, meekne
which will he characieristic of those whe will inherit
earth. The Igraelites on their tedious march toward Cana
were not very good followers, and they brought muoh tr
ble upon themselves and upon their leader. Some who f
in leadership might glorify the place of a foliower, if il
would but follow,

Enthugiasm is a yoke fellow with patviotism. Bmers
says, “ Every great and commanding moment in the ann
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1e world is the triumph of some enthusiasm.” Tt has
1T been afraid of opposition or persecution or death.. It
»t afraid of hard work, or poor clothes, or ridicule, It
ks of but one thing, its work. ‘  What wilt thou have
to do?” was Paul’s great comcern. , Knowing that, he
¥ no fear of ghipwreclk or perils, or weariness or pain-
ess. “The only guestion I can entertain,” sald Wash-
on, “ig what to do; and when that is answered, the
r iz what next to do ”

1 the other hand, indifference is one of the worst mur-
rs the world has had, It is the enemy of Drogress and
rm, and i$ more deadly than persecution. . |
triotism expressed in willing work, pushed by enthu;
m, is all any orgamization needs o make it a success.

s all God’s work needs — all our soclety meeds. Then
18 love, and let us worl, and let us be in earnest,
IpoNa HILL,

NG -

\ Phebe

[KE Pa;ul in his epistle to the Romans, I’want to com-
d to you * Phebe, our sister.,” She is mentioned only
3 irr the New Testament, and only to teil us that she
igy a letter from Corinth o Rome. A small matter in-
v/but that piece of parchment which she so carefully
%d was Paul’s great letter to the Romans, that great
r.in which is set forth the whole system of doctrine
h we as Christians helisve concerning our salvation.
reat French writer named Henan has said that Phehe
jed the future of Christian doctrins with her., It was
one thing that she did, and we never hear of hér again.
think what it meant for the chureh of Christ, and think
it meant for us today! for in that epistle, more than
thers, is God’s grace revealed to us.

e other day I was ligtening to a symphony heing played
. great orchestra, and way up at the back of the stage
1 man with a pair of cymbals in his hands. 1 had had

aye ont him for g long time, wondering what he would’

nd when he would do it. But he sat as still and motion-
as a statue. Suddenly in the very last piece of musie,
e volume of sound swelled great and greater, the man
e and brought his cymbals together in a mighty crash
was like a thunderclap, and set the echoes running inte
he corners of the great building. Only once! That was
only part he took, and yet without that one crash of
bals the whole would have been ruined.
the Imperial Palace at Moscow, Russia, there is a most
ordinary band. In this band each performer plays on
nstrument but one single note, and yet, so perfect is
5)kill and training of these men that they prdduce the
- perfect harmony. But if one of those little pipes upon
h they play should fail to hlow just once, that harmony
d be spoiled, :
lese illustrations show us thaf thers is some one thing
Fa‘Ch of ug to do. And that, if we do not do that one
x, the whele hapmony of 1ife will be spoiled, It fnay be
Fwe know what that thing is, or we may be in ignorance
Therefore, the safe way to deal with all such matters
do the very next thing that is asked of you that is good,
believe that is the one. Life is like a great machine
many cogs all ftting into one another, and if one cog
to do its duty, all is spoiled.
o great church of Christ is composed of “ wheels w1thm
g, a8 the prophet tells us, and if the smallest of these

power. I have an old-faghioned music box at home
is practically ruined hecause one little cog in the great
1 attached to the spring failed tov do its part, and the
cogs slipped against-the ratchet and were hopelessly
n and the musie stilled. TLike “ Phehe, our gister,” let
rn to do the thing that God has given us, and to do it
all our might. We shall never know just how im-
nt it is. .

ig often the simplest duties that prove of greatest
; I commend to you “ Phebe—Bennett, in “ What I
y Junior Uongregation,”

;

.my hands.

Is shall fail, the whole great machinery of the e¢hurch-

- What Have We Done Today?

‘W shall do so much in the ysars to come,
But what have we done today?

‘We shall give our gold in a princely sum,
But what did we give today?

‘We shall lift the heart and dry the tear,

‘We shall plant a hope in the place of fear,

‘We shall speak the words of love and cheer;
But what did we speak today?

We shall be so kind in the afterwhile,
But what have we heen today?
We shall bring each lonely life a smile,
But what have we brought today?®
‘We shall give to truth a grander birth,
And to steadfast faith a deeper worth,
‘We shall feed the hungering souls of earth;
But whom have we fed today?

‘We shall reap such joys in the by .and by,
But what have we sown‘today" L

‘We shall build us mansions in the sky,
But what have we built today?

"Tis sweet in idle dreams to hask,

But here and now do we our task?

Yes, thig i3 the thing our gouls must ask,
“What have we done today?”

— Nizon Walermnan.

Elsie’s Dream

“Tupre! That report is written, and Pm glad to get it off
1 dpn’t believe T'1l go to Junior meeting tomor-
row. You can take the report and hand it to Esther. I get
g0 tired of programs, and I'm going to quit rushing around
working for the Junior Sociéty, I don’t care whether it
keeps or not,” -

“ Hlsie, dear,” her older 'sister urged, “you must not
allow yourself to shirk redponsibility. That is what we are
in the world for. What if God should go off duty?”

“0 Jule, don’t make me feel solemn tonight! 1 don't
want to think a sad thought unfil after our freshman
party.”

‘With a sleepy yawn, Elsie cuddied into her pillows, dis-
missing easily a cause which brought the world’s Redeemer
from heaven.

Jule did not know how long ghe had slept when she was
awgkened by her little sister calling.

“ Jule! Jule! Please wake up. I have to tell you some-
thing!”

“Tell me, Elgie, why are you so frlghtened‘?”

“0, 1 had the dreadfulest dream! I thought that Jesus
said that since his people on the earth had given themselves
over to pleasure and were neglecting his work, he would
leave the most holy place as their intercessor, d would
come down to earth to save the others himself.

“1 drea_med he came -to our chureh first, and we who
profess his name were so glad to see him, but he drew his
hand away from us and said, *T know you not’ Then he
went around to those who did not profess te love him, and
he won their hearts with his wonderful love, and he forgave
their sins, and gave them our places in the chureh.

“ Marvel Lockwood, the girl our band hag been praying
for all year, when it wasn't too lazy to meset, was won to
Jesus first of all; and she took my place as secretary of
our Junior Society. She looked so gorty when she took the
hook away from me and went fo the secretary's place at the
front; but Jesus told her that she must do what a disloval
memher had laid down.

“In the first meeting of our society, Jesus himself acted
as leader in place of Howard Smith. And O Jule, such a
meeting as it was! I have skipped some meetings just he-
cauge 1 didn’t feel like going; but that time 1 knew Jesus
would be thers, and I couldn't stay away. He looked so
earnest, Jule! You could see in hix face that he would die
t¢ save any one there. And when he made a gesture with
his hands, and I saw the prints of the nails, I knew he had
died for every one, Including me. My heart was nearly
breaking. I longed to throw myself at his feet and ask him
to forgive me, but his stern, ‘I know you not’ had kept all
of us chureh members away from him.
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e world is‘the trinmph of some enthusjasm.” It has
r been afraid of oppogition or persecution or death, It
t afraid of ‘hard work, or poor eclothes, or ridicule. It
s of but one thing, jts work. “What wilt thou have
0 do?” wasg Paul’s great concern., Knowing that, he
* 1o fear of shipwreek or perils, or wearinesa or pain-
g8, “The only question I can entertain,” said Wash-
“is what to do; and when that is answered, the
* is what next to do.” .
- the other hand, indifference is one of the worst mur-
3 the world has had., It is the enemy of progress and
m, and is Inore deadly than persecution.

triotism expressed in willlng work, pushed by enthu-

n, 1g all any organization needs to make it a HUCCESE,

all God’s work needs— all our soclety needs. Then
8 love, and let us work, and let us be in earnest,
InoNA HILL,

.~ —
‘\, I Phebe

KE P,a:ul in ]ﬁs epistle to the Romans, I'want to com-
1 'to(you “ Phebe, our sister.” She is mentioned only
ir, the New Testament, and only to tell ug that she
jed a letter from Corinth to Rome. A gmall matter in-
Jbut that piece of parchwent which she so carefully
&d wag. Paul's great lotter to the Romans, that great
+ in which is get forth the whole system of doctrine
h we as Christians believe concerning our salvation.
est French writer named Renan has said that Phebe
ed the future of Christian doctrine with her. It was
one thing that she did, and we never hear of her again.
think what it meant for the church of Christ, and think
. it meant for us-today! for in that epistle, more than
thers, is God’'s grace revealed {o us.
e other day I was listening to a symphony being played
great orchestra, and way up at the back of the stage
,man with a pair of cymbals in his hands. I had had
ye on him for a long time, wondering what he would
1d when he would do it, But he sat.as still and motion-
as a statue. Suddenly in the very last piece of masic,
e volume of sound swelled great and greater, the man
» and brought his cymbals together in a mighty erash
was like a thunderclap, and set the echoes running into
e corners of the great building, Only once! That was
mly part he-took, and yet without that ohe crash of
mls the Whole would have heen ruined.
the Imperial Palace at Moscow, Russia, there is a most
ordinary hadd. In this band each performer plays on
nstrument but one single note, and yet, so perfect is
kill and training of these men that they produce the
perfect harrﬁony. But if one of those little pipes upon
h they play should fail to blow just once, that harmony
d he gpoiled, ’
ege iilustrations show us that there is some one thing
ach of us to'do. And that, if we do not do that one
, the whole harmony of life will be spoiled. It inay be
we know what that thing 8, or we may be in ignorance
Therefore, the safe way to deal with all such matters
do the very next thing that is asked of you that is good,
believe that is the one. Life Is like a great machine
many cogs all fitting into one another, and if one cog
to do its duty, all is spoiled.
2 great church of Christ is composed of “ wheels W1th1n
1s,” as the prophet tells us, and if the smallest of these
ls shall fail, the whole great machinery of the church
power. I have an old-faghioned mugic box at home
is practicallygruined hecause one little cog in the great
| attached to:the spring falled to do its part, and the
cogs glipped: against -the ratchet and were hopelessly
mn and the muysic stilled. Like * Phehe, our sister,” let
arn to do theithing that God has given us, and to do it
all our might., 'We shall never know just how im-
nt it is.
iz often the: simplest duties that prove of greatest
1; T commend to you “ Phebe’—Benneit, in “ What T
Hy Junior Congregation.'”

‘What Have We Done Today?

‘Wz shall do so much in the years to come,
But what have we done today?

We shall give our gold in a princely sum,
But what did we give today?

We shall lift the heart and dry the tear,

We shall plant a hope in the place of fear,

We shall speak the words of love and cheer;
But what did we gpeak today?

We shall be so kind in the afterwhile,
But what have we been today?
We shall bring. each lonely life a smile,
But what have we brought today?
‘We shall give to truth a grander birth,
And to steadfast faith a deeper worth,
‘We shall feed the hungering souls of earth;
But whom have we fod today?

We shall reap such joys in the by and by,
But what bhave we sown today?

We shall build us mansions in the sky,
But what have we bulli today?

‘T'is sweet in idle dreams to bask,

But here and now do we our task?

Yes, this is the thing our souls must ask,
“ What have we done today?”

— Nizon Waterman.

Elsie’s Dream

“Tuere! 'That report is written, and I'm glad to get it off
.my hands. I don’t believe I'll go to Junior mesting tomor-
row. You can take the report and hand it to Esther, I get

go tired of programs, and I'm going to quit rushing around
working for the Junior Society. I don’t care whether it
kkesps or not.”

“Blsgie, dear,” her older sister urged, “yolt must not
allow yourself to shirk redponsibility, That is what we are
in the world for. What if God should go off doty?”

“0 Jule, don’t make me feel solemun tonight! I dom’t
want fo think a sad thought until after our freshman
party.”

With a sleepy yawn, Blsie cuddled into her pillowg, dis-
missing easily a cause which brought the world's Redeemer
from heaven.

Jule did not know how long she had slept when she was
awakened by her little sister calling, -

“Jule! Jule! Please wake up. I have to tell you some-
thing!*

“Tell me, Elsie, why are you so frightened?”

“0, I had the dreadfulest dream! I thought that Jesus
said that since his people on the earth had given themselves
over 1o pleasure and were neglecting his work, he would
leave the most holy place ag their intercessor, bnd woutd
come down to earth to save the otherg himself,

“1 dreamed he came to our church first, and we who
profess his name were so glad to see him, but he drew his
hand away from us and said, ‘I know you not” Then he
went around to those who did not profess to love him, and
he won their hearts with his wonderful love, and he forgave
their sins, and gave them our places in the church,

“Marvel Lockwood, the girl our band has heen praying
for all year, when it wasn't too lazy to meet, was won to
Jesus first of all; and she took my place as secretary of
outr Junior Society. She looked 8o sorry when she took the
book away from me and went to the secretary’s place at the
front; but Jesus told her that she must do what a disloyal
member had laid down.

“In the first meeting of our soclety, Jesug himself acted
ag leader in place of Howard Smith, And O Jule, such a
meeting as it was! I have skipped some meetings jusi he-
cause I didn’t feel like going; but that time I knew Jesus
would be thers, and I couldn't stay away. He looked so
earnest, Jule! You could ses in his face that he would die
to save any one there. And when he made a gesture with
his hands, and I saw the prints of the nails, I knew he had
died for every one, including me. My heart was nearly
breaking. I longed to throw myself at his feet and ask him
to forgive me, but his stern, ‘I know you not’ had kept 'all
of us chureh members away from him. ‘
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.enjoy in this blessed land.
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and after a little time, in the joy of it, she was bubbling
over with song. Her mother agked her the cause of her hap-
piness, and, putting her hand in her pocket, she handed out
the Jittle crumpled piece of paper. Her mother read if, and
said, * What does it mean? *@od so loved the world, that
he gave ”— what is it that he gave?’ The child was per-
plexed only for a moment, and then she said, * Well, mother,
I do not know what it was that he gave; but, if he loved
us well enough to give us anything, we need not be afraid
of him.””

Neo,,indeed, we need not be afraid of him; but our hearts
ghouid overflow with joy and thanks for all the good things
that he gave. If there is any one whp has any reagson for
glving thanks it i8 a yowng Christian.

Let ug recount some of the things that God has given us
and for which we should return thanks.

A, Youth (Eccl. 12:1)

Youth is the age of strength, heslth, hope, courage, and
happiness. We have not yet reached the *evil days,” in
which there iz “ 1o pleasure.” Youth Is the most profitable
time in which to “remember thy Creator” in thanksgiving
and praise. o
B. Christian Parénts

Think how our parents have toiled with tears and prayers
that we might be happy, and our feet be set on the path of
trugh! Compare yourself with a poor orphan to whom ail
the privijeges were denied that you have enjoyed.

C. Peace and o Mappy Home, with All Its Blessings

What a privilege it is to live-in this beautiful cotntry of
ourg! While we are here in plenty, milliong are literally
starving to death, and hundreds are still daily destroyed hy
critel wars.

While in Switeerland, we saw boys and girls who had
come from couniries where food was so scarce that they
would have died, had ihey not had the opportunity of
spending a few weeks with the good Swiss people, who gave
them plenty of healthful food.

Bui how thankful these children were! And they were
not geifish either. Ome little hoy would always weep when
the table was set, and-he could hardly eat. “ Why do you
weep?” he was asked. “ When I see this good food,” he
replied, “ I must always think of my poor mother at home
in Vienna who hag noihing to eat, and then I can’t eat
- either.”

Certainty we should thank God for ail the good things we
0. H. SOHUBERTH.

We Give Thee Thanks

Wz are called to' give thanks, O our heavenly Father;
And gracious and sweet comes that call to our hearts.

To thank thee-is pleasant, to praise thee iz comely,
Who to us each moment thy blessing imparts.

Thou hast said—and the word brings us deep satisfaction——
That in offering praise we may glorify thee;

80 we seek us fair wordg, that with honor and blessing
From clean lips and pure hearts all our praises may be.

So great are thy gifts, so many and varied,
They cannot be numbered or tithe of them told.
There are thoge that made glad, there are those which have
saddened,
All working thy plan for the sheep of thy fold.

Shall we thank thee for some things, and not ‘thank thee
for others?
8hall we thank thee for good, and forget that the il
Sti11 works for ns grace which shall make us tomorrow
Full-grown sons and daughters obeying thy wiil?

No, we bless thee, and thank thee, our heavenly Father,
For good and for ill, for the darkuess and light,

For the rose and the thorn, for the storm and the sunshine,
Tor dependence of weakness, and glory of might.

The cross which thou sentest, which seemed oh, so heavy,
Was followed with gifts of sweet grace to upbear;

The darkness of midnight, which made our hearts guiver,
Was dispensed by the light of thy countenance fair.

15

The wearisome march, which it seemed knew no ending,
New meanings revealed to thy promise of reat;

The misundersiandings our sad hearts were rending
But glorified friendships our hearts loved the best.

We give thanks for the joys which sweet-scented our path-

way;
For sorr:)ws so deep that no tongue could eXpress;
For the love that was crowned, and for love unrequited;
For hope’s glad fruitien, and griet’s sharp unrest;

For the cruel thought stayed e’er it passed into action; -
For wilfulness congquered and evil forgiven; 0
For ignorance covered and follies unnoticed; ‘* :
For repentance of heart, the best gift of heaven; i\]
For tha friends thou hast given to cheer in life’s pathway;
For the sweeiness of love that illumines our way;
For the lessons we've learned, both in joy and in sorrow;
For life and for death — we will praise thee alway.
— Liltion 8. Connerly. .

How many young people have you led

to Jesus during 1920?

The Blight of Ingratitude

INagaTI?UDE chills the soul. It is sharper than a serpent’s
tooth in the heart of a devoted father, How he longs for
one word of appreciation and affection, one syllable reveal-
ing gratitude and love! Freely he has given his iife for hig
son, counting no service too hard, no self-denial too great;
and he asks so little now. No wonder  he is grieved by
negiect and unthankiulness,

And we are children,~- children of our heavenly Father,
dependent upon hig favor for life itzelf and the means of
sustaining it, for the invigorating sunshine and restoring
showerg, for sight and hearing and taste and smell. Alk
these dally: benefits that we have come to call “common ™
only becauze we know them so well and because we have
not learned their preciousness by being deprived of them,
are hig gift.

The editor of the Woman's Home Companion tells a re-
markable story of seif-sacrifice and ingratitude:

“ The ‘ Lady Bigin’ was sinking. Some of you can think
bhack fifiy-seven years and remember that disaster. The
song ‘Lost.on the Lady Elgin’ was often sung in your
youth,

“ It was a chilly evening in early September. The ‘Lady
Elgin, brilliantly lighted, and full-ioaded with happy ex-
cursionists returning to their homes, stopped suddenly,
shliddered like a stricken thing, and began slowly t0 go
down,

“There was no wirelesg In those days, but none was
needed, The ‘Lady Elgin’ had almost reached Chicago;
she lay only a few hundred yards off the shore, at Evanston.
A thousand pairs of eyes were fastened on her from the
shore; a thousand voices raised their ery of terror and
a,la.rm

“Ounly a few hundred yards, yet it might as well have
heen miles! The ship’s small boats could not possibly help
in such a sea. The ‘Lady Elgin * was sinking, sinking fast.
Before help could put out from Chicago, she would be gone.
ﬁ:}d the crowds upon the shore waiched her, poweriess to

€:p.

“But noet all of them were helpless. Two brothers, stu-
dents in the theological seminary at Eva.nston, plunged
through the crowd, a rope in their arms.

o Na.t the elder, & powerful man and a trained swimmer,
fastened the rope ahnut his waist and leaped into the waves.
Ineh by inch he fought his way through until at last he
reached the ship and elimbed aboard. A moment fater he
plunged back again with & woman in his arms. The crowd
hauwled him in, choking, cold, but still strong,

“ Apain he plunged in, and again, and again. Seventeen
women and children he brought to shore, one afier the
other. Afi last flesh and blood could stand no more. He
sank to the ground exhausted.

“Yet still the cries rang in his ears. After a bit he raised
himself, and again plunged in, Again they pulled him back
to shore with another human life.

i
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“ Twenty -three human, lives Nat Spencer saved before his
gtrength entirvely left him, 'Then they carried him away to
his bed, exhausted, sick, and almost out of his mind.

“ It was many weeks before he loft that bed. Maost of the
time he was delirious., The twenty-three whom he had
saved had scattered to their homes. The bodieg of the three
hundred who were lost had been tossed up by the sea; the
nation had begun to forget the tragedy,

*“Bui the twenty-three whom he had saved, surely they
did not forget? Surely they were grateful?

“This 1s the simpls, solemn truth about those twenty-
three: Not one of them ever came back o thonk Naot Spencer
for what ke had done! Not one of them even wwole him o
letter!

“ Nat Spencer went out into life an invalid, having given
the strength of his youth for twenty-thres humnan beings
who did not so much as gay ‘ Thank you’!”

We are amazed and horrified at the story; yet are we
not i’n danger of the same carelessness, the same lngrati-
tude, toward God? Daily we ask his blessings, hourly and
moment by moment we recsive from his hand; yet how
often we neglect to give thanks! and when we do, is it not
frequently a matter of the iips, and not of the heart?—
Se;ected

; Margic’s Thanksgiving
§1 7 “Wyrm salt, and potaioes, and meal for bread,
f ‘We needn’t be hungry today,” she said.
i * “Though I cannot gtir from this gqueer old chair,
¢ Iiook at the cupboard, and know they’re there;
And mother has left this lunch by me—
How thankful I am for it all!” said she.

T With coals for the stove, and a gquilt for the bed,
. We needn’t be chiliy today,” ghe said. .
“Ior as long as my armg and back don’t tire,
I can reach very well to feed the fire,
And mother'il be home to an early tea,—
! How thankful I am for it all!”’ said she.

“There’s only one thing that I really dread,

‘' And that is the pain in my hack,” she said;

“““But it's better, a great deal better, T know,
Than it was at the firat, three months ago;
And the doctor is ever so kind to me—
How thankful I am for it all!” said she.

1 And by and by, when the winter is dead,

1 He thinks I'l1 be almest well,” she said;

“ And I’ll have some crutches, and walk, and then
I can get the dinners for motheyr again;

* And oh! how glad and happy we'll be!

I How thankful I am for it alt!” gaid ghe.

~— Budora 8, Bumstead.

— 1
Missionary Volanteer Programs for

Advanced Schools

" For Week Ending November @
Subfect: Reverence. .

It often happens that the religious services of the chureh
have to be held in the schooi chapel. Since this is the
assembly hall for the students, and on regular school days
their schoolreom, so to speal, it is likely to lose, to some
degree at least, its sacredness, Seek to impress upon all
the fact that this s the house of God. Hspecially reverential
should "be the attitude of the worshipers on the Sabbath,
Both time and piace demand it.

Much helpful material may be gleaned from the regular
program for thig day, (See * Testimonies for the Church,”
Vol. IX, p. 91.)

Is your society functioning in the largest way as the iab-
oratory for the missionary activities of the sehool? Are ali
thase activities reported regularly week by week? Seo arti-
ele in Il%e’uiew and Herald for Sept. 2, 1920 on ““ Misgionary
Volunteer Work in Our Advanced Schools.”,

For Week Ending November 13
Subfect: * He Came to Himself.”

It seems imvpossible to improve in any way upon the
topicg as found in the regular programs for November,
Lessong hased on the story of the prodigal are many and
forceful.
those who have come to themselves. At the close, extend
the eall of the Father to the prodigal. Make this a decigion-
day program. See reguiar program for helpful suggestiions,
if desired,

8he had wandered in the paths of gin, Her feet had stuek
fast in the mire of the substrata of society. Her associates

-

See that all who participate In this program are-

were of the underworld. But her mother never lost hope,
Daily she prayed for the return of the wanderer.

At last the prodigal came to herself and said in her heart:
“T will arige and go to my mother.” It was away past
midnight when she nearsd the old home., Can it be that
mother is 1117 thought the girl. A light, {ike a guiding star,
wag streaming out into the darkness of night from her
mother’s window.

Finally she entered, but even the soft footfall aroused the
light slumbers of the mother. * O, my dariing giri! I knew
youw'd eome, Hvery night since you went away I've kept
a light burning in my window te guide you in the dark
hours.”

Even s0 the Father has set the Sun of Righteousness in
his gky to guide the weary prodigal home.

For Week Ending November 20

Subjecty Making Qur Society a Success.

Give a great deal of thought and siudy to this pregram.
The entire executive committee, with the faculty, shouid
give study to it. Are all the bands in the school function-
ing as uvnits in the society? Do they report their work to
the society? Have you an active educational secretary for
both young men and young women? Is your devotional see-
retary given time occasionally to speak of the Importance
of the Morning Wateli-and the Bible Year? IHave you a
social secretary who is chairman ex officio of the entertain-
ment committee? Are you pushing the lines of missionary
gaetivity? and is your secretary falthfully reporting all work
done by members of the bands and by individual workers?
See regular program for further suggestions. Take an in-
ventory and check up on your society,

For Week Ending November 27
Subject: Thanksgiving. s

The annual festival of Thanksgiving muat not be passed
by unnotieed. Many helpful suggestions may be found in
the regular program., A good talk by one who can and will
devote gome study to the subiect on the origin of Thanks-
giving Day, and what 1t meang to ug, would be fitting., Con-
sult any good encyclopedia for the former, and your own
heart for the fatter. Close with a social meeting, the keynote
of which wiil be, “What I Have for Which fo Be Thankful,”
or have several three-minute talks on the same topic. Don’t
forget your misslonary reports. And don't forget, as Mis-
sionary Volunteers, to carry the spirit of Thanksgiving into
needy homes and-hungry hearts,

A Successful November

PronaBLy you remember the story of Napoleon., His army
had logt a battle. But that did not mean fingl defeat for
that intrepid leader. Looking at his watch, he exclaimed to
hig troops: “'We have lost a victory, but {’s only two
o’clock. We have time to fight and win another.”

Now I hope that your society does not look back upon any
logt opportunities. Tou ghouwld be logking back over ten
months of successinl service during 1620, Are you? If not,
why mnot? In Missionary Volunteer work faithful service
18 successful service, and that leaves no reagonable room for
failure, But regardless of the months that are past, what
are your plans for November? Is your Reading Course
work well organized? Are your bands in good working
condition, prepared to do strong winter work? IHasg there
been & summer's gathering for winter’s needs? To how
many poor people are you planning to give a pleasant
thanksgiving? How ave you standing on your annual goal?
One conference has doubled one feature of its goal, another
has ynadrupled #t. Has your society done as weli?

Let ug aim to make November the best month yet in 1920,
Our aim for the year Is “Our best, not our bit.” Let us
not forget it, If the Master should attend your society meet-
ings during November, what kind of meetings should you
want to have? If he were to be leader of the band to
which you belong, could the society count on your doing
good work? If he held the office you do, and you were to
be his assistant during November, what 'kind of work would
yvou do? But really, why say, “If ”? The Master I8 present
through his representative. 8o plan for his presence during
November., Plan to please him in all your sceiety worlk.
Then you will have

‘A Successful November




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16

