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Seventh-day Adventists and Their Work — No. 4

‘ Xold the Standard High

A rist of questions appeared in the last mumber of the
GazerTE intended to serve as a guide, especially to our
church elders, in the examination of candidates for baptism;
also in recei{ring new members into the church whoe may
have previously been baptized upon enfering some other
evangelieal church, but who do not feel the need of rebap-
tism. The importance of exel'cising great care in receiving
new members into the church can hardly be overestimated,
The times in which we are now living, the tremendous ef-
forts being made by the enemy to deceive if it were pos-
sible the very elect, and the strong current that with almost
irresistible force seems to be sweeping the churches about
us earthward, all warn us of the danger of “sleeping on
zuard.”

“ One shall say unto him, What are these wounds in thine
hands? Then he shall answer, Those with which I was
wounded in the house of my friends” Zech. 13: 6,

This prophecy was literally fulfilled in the experience of
the Saviour — the living Word — and is again being fulfilled
in the written word. We must not forget that unbelief
kept Israel out of Canaan till all the adult members of the
congregation, save Caleb and Joshus, had fallen in the
wilderness.

“They could not enter in because of unbelief.” “ILet us
therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into
hig rest, any of you should seem to come short of it.” Heh.
3:19; 4.1,

It seems quite fitting that at this time we should be rea-
sonably certain that these who come among us truly believe
the Bible from the first to the last verse of this blessed
Book, )

" While we do not make the acceptance of the gift of the
spirit of prophecy, 25 manifested through Mrs, E. G. Whits,
a test of fellowship, we do believe that every one who is bap-
tized should be thoroughly instructed on.this important
point of our faith, and if opposed to the position beld by us,
ghould be requested to defer baptism until he has carefully
studied the subject. If he cannot agree with us after thor-

oughly acquainting himself with the reasons for our faith,
he ig not likely to desire fellowship with us, and we cer-
tainly would not want to receive into the church an element
of discord, .

In short, the instruction given before baptism, touching
every Doint covered in the guestions presented, should be
thorough. The questiony of Christian temperance and
health reform are quite important, and deserve more than
passing notice. We have come to the time when the light

.given us on this subject should be cherished, and must be

followed if we escape the scourges sweeping over the earth,
carrying off millions of victimg, It would be presumption
for us knowingly to indulge a perverted appetite, and then
expect God to save us from the resulls of our folly. The
prine¢iples of healthful living should now be made very prom- .
inent in our ministry. )

* Confessedly we are living, as Dr. Hibben, of Princeton,
sgys, wWhen there is a “ decadence far-reaching and disas-
trous;’’ and further, we are, he says, ¥ weakly allowing our-
selves to be ruled by the Goddess of Folly, slaves in her
domain to the fashion of the hour.”

The time has come for the church to awake out of sleep,
to arise, and throw off every shackle that may have bound
her as a slave to the Goddess of Folly, and to assert her
perfect treedom from all allegiance to the world. She must
now be clothed in the white linen which is the righteousness
of saints. To effect this transformation, greater attention
must be given to the matter of instructing the entire mem-
bership in the necessity of simplicity of attire. The orna-
ment which all may freely wear is that of a “ meek and
quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.”

E. E. Anpross.

Arousing Dormant Members

A rive church ig a working 'church; an inactive church is
a dying church, Wherever in a group of believers a part
of the number, large or small, report nothing or from whom
nothing is heard, it is the duty of the group to seek at once
to bring about a changed condition. And probably, in the
hands of no one does this opportunity lie so much as in
those of the church elder.

Buch a company must be stirred by a new call. When
new life and new power are not constanily being exhibited
in the presentation of the truth, it is because members of
the group are not feeding on the life-giving material. Their
gpiritual muscles are becoming benumbed. As the apostle
Paul says, “To ‘be carnally minded is death; but to be
gpiritually minded is life and peace.” Rom. 8§8:6. It is
therefore the first duty of an elder, when he beholds inac-
tivity and sluggishness taking possession of one or more
members, to follow out the instruction of the divine word,
which is productive of spiritual life and power.

We suggest one or two wayg whereby the leader may
arouse dormant members:

1. He must be moving God to work for him. There are
prayers and .prayers. Sometimes alone with (God we have
to pray long to learn how to pray. Some prayvers are simply
the vestibule of prayer. Real prayer is earnest. TLeaders of
the flock must be serious. It would be very inappropriate
for a father to have frivolous music sung over the casket
of his dead child. Today, When events are agitated by the
breath of the approaching age, it i1l becomes a people who
profess to belleve in the soon coming of Christ, to live in
lightness or worldliness, or to have their conversation upon
the earth. Today is the day for prayer. This has always
been true in the past, but i8 more true now. Elders should
plead with God for their flock with such earnestness that
the Lord will work for them, -
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2. The elder should concentrate his efforts upon the needy
cpses. A doctor may have forty sick persons whom he is
a%teuding, but if he has one desperate case, he Wil allow
the other thirty-nine, for the moment, to take care of them-
selves, while he concentrates all his efforts to save the one
who ig about to die, Gunpowder lying all over the floor, if
lighted with a match, produces only a tiny blaze; but psck
this powder into a rifle barrel, and when exploded if has
force enough to speed a bullet on to effectivencss. We can
gather up the rays of light in'a glass by focusing them on a
given point, and get results, The irouble with elders too
often is that they do not concenirate their efforis on the
needy cases. Nothing has a more powerful effect on a
chureh than to see a backslider return to God. Sometimes
it produces even greater effect than a new conversion., In
fact, it is the command of God just now that we should be
careful not to lose our first love.

3. Much can be donhe by giving attention to the company
in parts, rather than as a whole, An elder came to me say-
ing he had to appeal time and again to get the members to
go oui in migsionary work. They had the papers, the ciiy
was (lstricted, everything was ready; but'there was no re-
gponse. He met only excuses. I suggested that he divide
the church into bands, assigning three or four persons to
one section of the city and three or four to another, and that
he encourage them to work for each section as if there were
not another believer in the city, I advised him to concen-
trate hig efforts on oue little band, getiing it enthusiastic
and at work, and having it set a goal and reach the goal.
Then he could turn his attention to another band.

The elder saw the logic of the reasoning, and adopted the )

suggestion. The transformation in the church was marvel-
ous. The church began to accomplish in different lines four
or flve times what it had accomplished before.

It iz a mislake for the leader always io make general
appeals. The great body of the people are pleased with a
leader who always makes general appeals, bul who never
asks them to do anything in particular, Let the elder so
divide hls charge that he can allow any one of ordinary
abllity to handle the general situatiom, for that is all the
ability it takes to do thig. Bu{f let him concentrate his ef-
forts on only one Section at a time, for we have the testi-
mony of the servant of the Lord that only one man working
along right lines will avouse others, attract others to his
gide, and eventually a little leaven will leaven the whola.

4. The elder must flrst Xnow whether he really desires to
" help the members when they need help. Let him examine
higs own heart to See where the trouble is, to see if he is
willing to be a irue shepherd of the fiock,
to make s careful study of individual cases, he will surely
gee resulis.

Sometlmes the trouble with the unreporting members is
in the hegd, Perhapg the weak member lacks information.
He needs an explanation of some kind to dissolve the trouble
whi¢h the enemy has created. )

Sometimes the trouble ig in the heart. Hls affections have
strayed away from the Lord and have attached themselves
io other interests, He needs to have his heart warmed again
by the great and glorious things of God.

Sometimes the trouble ig in the will. The affections may
be all right and the head may understand, bui the will is
weak, This can be remedied by prayer, sometlmes hy
prayer and fasting. God has promised to give us help if
we will study the Individual cases to give each the help
needed. A good shepherd of the flock will make this effort,
and when the Chilef Shepherd shall appear in glory, this
devoted, unselfieh, untiring elder will recelve a crown of
life.

Heaven is full of light and enthusiasm. There is no
reason why we may not arouse dormant members.. In fact,
the hour ig late, and all must hasten, like belated travelers,
o get in before the storm breaks, May God help us that
our Hves, converaation, and deporiment may be in harmony
with the great truths we profesa. B. G. WILRINSON,

Eunterprise, Kans.

If he is willing,

Selection of Chur(}h Officers

Tur selection of officers to lead cut in the various activi-
ties of the church the ensuing year, is an important service
that requires careful! and prayerful congideration. Usually
the officers are chosen early enough in December to enable
them, if possible, to enter upon their dutiea the firat Sabbath
of the new year.’ The term of those gerving, extends until
their guccessors are duly elected by the church,

It was a wise provision adopted by the pioneers of this
movement, when it became necessary for a separate organ-
zation to beformed as the Advent believers were forced out
of the various churches, that the ecleciion of iis officers
should recur annually, This gives the church the oppor-
tunity to review the services of each officer, and to provide
for any changes which for various reasong need to be made.
In case the officers have rendered the church and the cause
of God falthful service, the church has the opporiunity
vearly of expressing its appreciation and confidence by re-
election. Thus the election proves a blessing and stimulus.

The appointment of a nominating commiitee to suggest
nameg of persons {o fill the various offices in the c¢hurch has
given, through the years of experience, the best satisfaction.
This committee should be appointed at least two weeks be-
fore the last Sabbath in the year, More time is even better,
allowing the committee ample time to perform its work
faithfully. Usually the church board chooses, or rather
nominages, the nominating commiitee, selecting from fhe
members those who will represent the various interests in
the church: one who is famiiiar with the work of the young
people; another who is conversant with the Sabbath school

‘interests; another with ihe work of the missionary depart.

ment, ete. These names sve then submiited to the church
for its vote for appointment, to serve ag its nominating com-
mittee, subject to any changes it thinks best to make.

This nominating committee then begins its work, care-
fully and prayerfully congidering the interests of the church
as a whole, and each office in particular. Any member of
the chureh is at liberty to bring suggestions to this com-
mittee, and the committee should likewise be free to counsgel
with any member. As a result of its work, it should be
prepared fo present to the church a report bearing ai the
same time evidence of the Lord’s guidance and approval
and the general approval of the church,

On submitting this repori to the church, it must be dis-
tinetly undersiood that the committee has simply noini-
nated persong for the offices named. The power still rests
with the church to accept this report or to revise it, if
thoughi wise. The repori may be deferred another week for
adopiion, or, if for any valid reason it should seem besi to
the chureh, It may be referred back to the commitiee, This
is very unusual, however, as in nearly every case the report
of the committee bears evidence of careful preparation, and
is unanimously adopted. All memberg of the church, old
and young, are entitled to vote, thus participating in the
selection of the officers of the church, the Sabbath school,
and the young people’s society,

Sometimes if occcurs that the selection of some brother or
sister may not be the choice of certain individuals in the
church, 1i 18 the majority voting their convictions, in the
tear of the Lord, thai constitutes the decision of the church,
and should be respected in the matter of the selection of
the officers, as in oiher important matters ariging in the
church, With the report adopied by the vote of the church,
all members having had an equal share in thig, the officers
ghould receive the hearty suppori and co-operation of all.

The Saviour in giving insiruction to his diselples, who
at that time were seeking pre-eminence over one anothey in
obtaining positions of honor, said this as to his own motive
and that which wag to guide in all service for him:

“Ye know that they which are aceounted to rule over the
Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great ones
exercise authority upon them. But so shall it not be among
you: bui whosoever will be greai among you, shali be your
minister: and whosoever of you will be chiefest, shall be
servant of all. For even the Son of man came not to he
ministered unto, hut to minister, and to give his life a
ransom for many.” Mark 10: 42-45. T. E. B
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Home Missionary Department

CONSECRATION FOR CHRISTIAN
SERVICE

Suggestive Program for Fourth Sabbath
Home Missionary Service
{To be held December 25)

OreNINg Sowe: Christ in Song, No. 401,
Respongive Scripture Reading: No. 978,
Prayer, .
Song: No, 350,

Bible Study.

Presentation of Theme — Consecration.
Recitation: Sin’s Harvest.

Song: No. 72

Testimoiy service.

Closing Hymn: No. 316.

Noto to the Leaders

Throughout the last eleven monihs our Fourth Sabbath
programs, while of a spiritual nature, have had ag their
chief object the promotion of the missionary activities of
the church. We have now come to the last Sabbath Home
Migsionary Serviee in the year; and as we glance backward
and view the work and experiences of the year, and forward
to the ever-enlarging tagk before us, we can truly say, with
David, “ Surely goodnessg and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life; and T will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever,” It therefore seems fitting that this serviece should
he oneg of conseeration.

Consecration of the life to the service of Christ should be
the background of all missionary activity on the part of the
.church, for what the church lives, and not what the church
tegehes, will be decmed its standard by the world. “ More
work for God might be accomplished if all hig children
would fully consecrate themselves to him, and use their tal-
ents aright, If they would improve every opportunity to
do good, doors for service would he opened before them.”

The hour of ecarth’s history is late, and the muttering
clouds of discontent and sirife which hang low on the hori-
zon indicate that the future work of the church must be
done under growing difficuities. During the closing days of
1920 we trust there will be such a general congecration for
Christian service on the part of the rank and file of this
people as has never been seen before. This is the step pre-
ceding the great reformatory movement cutlined in “ Testi-
monies for the Church,” Volume IX, page 126. It might be
well to read thig paragraph following the article by Elder
Thompsen, and to close the service with a testimony meet-
ing, ¢ V. L,

Bible Siudy

1, WuaT should we do for our neighbor? Rom. 15: 2.
2. What example have we of such service? Rom. 15: 3.
3. T¢ what extent did Christ serve his fellow men? Matt
20: 28.
4, 'What did Christ take upon himself? Heb. 2: 16-18.
" 5. What did he endure? Isa. 53:4, 5.
6. What reward is assured? TIsa. 53:10, i1
7. Who may share in this reward? Rom,. 8: 16, 17

Consecration

Trrox those who belleve this message there rests a very
great and grave responsibility., Our last opportunity to give
up all 8in and to lay all on the altar of service will come.
Our last opportunity to discharge our duty to our neighbors
and loved ones will come, and come goon. As gurely as this
great message iz God’s work, the time s not far distant
when our publishing houses will switch off the power and
the last publication will have been printed; the Ilast call
for workers will have heen made, the last term have been
held in our schools, The last eall for funds will have been
made, the last budget made up. Those then who have held
onte their farms and bank accounts when the cange needed
money will have the privilege of keeping them still, The
last campaign will then have been planned; no more Harvest
Ingathering, no more books to be sold, no more Ieaving
home, no more sacrifice, no more labor for souls. And this

day is just ahead. Are you happy at the prospect? But,

guppose the curiain should drop mnow, this year, and the
drama close, would you be glad? Weuld you be saved? We
each must face these solemn questions.

We need more consecration, Too many belong to the do-
nothing erowd. They stand up in meeting and talk, but say
nothing, because they do mothing., Some wonder why they
have no spiritual power, There needs to be an emptying
that we may he filled; and once filled with the Spirit of
promise, we shall be workers indeed for God. .

We take things altogether too easy. Our worde are too
tame, our zeal ig too cold. John, we are told, was “a durn-
ing and a shining iight.” John 5: 35, We need to get on
fire with holy and consecrated zeal for God. Once there wag
a ship that was fired on from a fort; buf no impression was
made until the general in cemmand gave orders that the
halls be made red hot, ‘'Then the ship was sent to the bot
tom., Some of us are too much like spiritual icicles. Once
the message becomes in us a fire, we shall he soul-winners,
The psalmist tells us that while he “was muging the fire
burned.”” Ps, 39: 3. .

Consecration to God means work; it invelves risk. We
must get Into the fire in order to pull out those who are
burning. ‘We must plunge into the current if we would
rescue the drowning. Firemer who operate the fire escape
feel the heat of the conflagration. The lifeboat gets into
boistrous seas, Joseph had to get into Egypt to be the sav-
ior of Israel In the time of famine. So we must needs face
hardship, trial, and perplexity, such as only a consecrated
heart can endure.

A writer raises these pertinent and searching guestions:

“ Suppose I were to be asked how many persons I had
persistently tried to win to Christ during the past month,
or even during the past year, what wonld my answor be?

How many have I even spoken to? How many have T on my
prayer list now? If I am not interested enough in the

« galvation of others even to have a daily prayer list, is it

any wonder that I am not a soulwinner?”

Do not pass these guestions by with a mere reading.
Study them. What do you say? How many have you
gpoken to? How large is your prayer list for the lost?

" Again:

“Suppose T were to ses a blind man unknowingly ap-
proaching the brink of a high preeipice, and that I were to
sit by without concern or any effort to warn or save him

from ceertain death, would I not be ag guilty of his death in
God’s gight as though I had murdered him outright?”

What Is your answer to these guestions? You are sur-
rounded by those who are spiritually blind. Some of them
are in your home. Many all around you are being led to
perdition by those who themselves are blind. Are you sit-
ting still watching the ghastly procession go by, marching
with solemn tread to perdition? Are you execusing yourself
as neighbors and loved ones drop over the preciplee into
perdition by saying, “I have ne talent”? Do you not have
talent enough to speak to a blind soul and warn him against
falling into a yawning chasm? Surely God has glven you
this much ability. And if you sit complacently by and
wateh this death mareh to perdition and do comparatively
nothing to stop it, can you expect the Master to say to you
at last, “ Well done”?

One more guestion: .

“ Suppose that every member of the church to which I
belong were to dedicate himself or herself today to a life
of full gurrender io the will of God according to his word
(Rom. 12:1, 2) and were to become henceforth a soul-
winner as exemplified in the life of Paul (1 Cor. 9: 20-22),
would not such a revival follow as this church and com-
munity have never seen? And am I not willing to say that
by His grace I will give myself from this day forward to
the definite Dusiness of saving the lost, that I will have a

‘daily prayer lizt, and will 4o what I can under the guidance

of the Holy Spirit to help -accompligh the supreme work for
which my Lord and Master eéame into the world?”

Are you willing today to make this covenant with God, to
surrender fully to him? Is this moré than your duty in
view of the shortness of time, and the great work to be
done? Surely if al! would do thig, the whole earth would
be lightened with the glory of this massage,

It is Henry Drummond, I believe, who (ellg the story of
a famous statue in the Fine Arts Gallery-in Paris. 'The
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great genius who carved the statue was very pocor, living in
a garret which served as both studio and sleepingroom.
One night when the statue was just finished, a sudden and
terrible frost fell upon the city. The sculptor lay in his
cold, fireless garret, and thought of the still molst clay,
how it would freeze, and the work of his life be ruined in
a night. He arose from his cot, wrapped his bedclothes
around the statue, and lay down to sleep. Friends found
him in the morning, dead. His life had gone Into his work.

That man gtill 1ives in his work. So may we live in our
work, And when we see the sameé consecration, the same
devotion, in the work of saving the loat as wag seen In the
life of this aged genlus in his fireless room, we shall ses
the church go forth terrible as an army with banners, and
the message quickly finished in all the earth. i

G. B. THOMPSON.

! Bin's Harvest '

~ THE sun of the day is setting, and silently, swiftly, soon,
They reap the last of the harvest by the lingering harvest
moen.
There’ll be no other sowing, no other planting year;
The gld earth nears her Sabbath; the harvest of God is here,
8ix thousand years of gowing, gix thousand years of =in,
Six thousand years of sorrow, bring all their reapings In.
" The books of God ara clesing their record of the years —
For some a home in glory, for others bitter tears.

The pampered child of pleasure (wherever rests the blame)
Finds now a horrid harvest behind the doors of shame.

The painted, gilded sepuichers, with eurtains wove in gold,
Each day are cloging thousands within their hopeless fold.

" A thousand weeping mothers each day increase -the throng

That bosom home a heart-thrust to rankle for the wrong
Of one that bosom nourished, of one that heart adored,
Now sinking in that current no human foot can ford.

And strife and woe and hunger the harvest hours press,

- With ragged waifs for children, the fruits of scHishness,
Adown the darkening landscape the bending reapers swing.
It is the last great harvest, the harvest of the King.

God’s golden grain is garnered from all this mingled mass.
What are the angels reaping to my name as they pass?

Is mine that glorious harvest of God-appointed deeds,

Or win it sin-bound bundles be, to burn among the weeds?

-+ Selected.

Important Questions

" WrERNITY stretehes before us. The curtain is about to he
Hiffed. What are we thinking of, that we eling to onr zelflsh
love of ease, while all around us sculs are perishing?

“Have our hearts become utterly callous?

“ Can we not see and understand that we have a work to
do in.behalf of others?

“My brethren and gisters, -are you among those who,
having eyes, ses not, and having ears, hear not?
© g it in vain that God has given yvou a knowledge of his
will?

“Yg it in vain that he has sent you warning after warning
‘of the nearness of the end? .

“ Do you believe the declarations of his word concerning
what is coming upen the world?

“ Do you believe that God's judgments are banging over
the inbabitants of the earth? .

“ How, then, can you sit at ease, careless and indifferant?

“HBvery day that passes brings us nearer the end., Does
it bring us also near to God?

“ Are we watching unio prayer?

“Thege with whom we associate day by day need our help,
our guldance. They may be in such a condition of mind
that a word in season will be sent home by the Holy Spirit
as g nail in a sure place. Tomorrow some of these gouls
may be Where we can never reach them again, What is our
influence over these fellow travelers?

. “What effort do we make to win them to Chrigi?”—
“ Testimonies for the Church,” Vol. XX, pp. 26, 27.

Ii might be well to place some of these questions on a

blackboard in & conspicuous place. Comment Ig unnecessary
‘to make them eifactive.

[
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Suggestions for Missionary Meetings
First Week

OPENING EXERCISES.

Seripture Lesson: Perseverance.
Isa. 40: 30, 31.

Reading: An Alarming Diagnosis.

Note to the Leaders

An impertant part of the leader’'s task ig to huoy up the
lagglng spirits and inspire the willing workers io unceasing
effort, In Christian service, ag in other worthy endeavor,
there is sometimes a tendency to go by jerks and starts.
Perseverance and stick-to-it-lve-ness are essential qualifica-
tions {o cultivate. The diagnosis of world conditions should
be presented in such z way as to roll upon each the burden
olt; applying the remedy to the extent of bis sphere and.
ability.

Fph, 6:18; Gal. 6:9;

Persistence Rewarded

It 1s not special, so much as steady, effort that wins., A
very little girl attempted to carry a tom of coal, a shovelful
at a time, from the sidewalk to a bhin in the cellar. An
ohserver asked her, “ Do you expect to get all that coal in
with that little shovel?” ¢ Yes, sir,” she answered, “if I
work long enough.,” That little girl had the true pbilos-
ophy of success. Persistence 19 a guality which is egsential
to success. Thousands are making failures in Hfe, who
would succeed if they would “work long enocugh.” Don't
give up because you have mountains in your way. Step by
step you can scale them, All you have to do is to keep
stepping.— Selected.

An Alarming Diagnosis

“Men are in -peril. Multitudes are perishing. But how
few of the professed followers of Christ are burdened for
these souls. The destiny of a world hangs in the balance;
but this hardly moves even those who claim to believe the
most far-reaching truth ever given to mortals. There is a
lack of that love which led Christ to leave his heavenly
home and take man’s naturs, that humanity might touch
humanity, and draw humanity to divinity. Thers is g
stuper, a paralysis, upon the people of God, which prevents
them from understanding the uty of the hour.’—* Qhrist's
Object Lessons,” p. 308,

The Remedy

“In the night of spiritual darkness God’s glory i8 to shine
fortk through his church in lifting up the bowed down and
comiorting those that mourn. All around us are heard the
wails of a world’s scrrow. On every hand are the needy
and distressed. It is ours to aid in relieving and softening
life's hardships and misery.

“ Practical work will have far more effect than ' mere
sermonizing, We are to give food to the hungry, clothing
to the naked, and shelter to the homeless, And we are called
to do more than this. The wants of the soul, ouly the love
of Christ can satisfy. If Christ is abiding in us, our hearts
will be full of @divine sympathy. 'The sealed fountains of
sarnest, Christlike love will be unsealed,

“Qod calls not only for our gifts for the needy, but for '
our cheerful countenance, our hopeful words, our kindly
handelasp, When Christ healed the sick, he laid his hands
upon them. 8o should we come in close touch with those
whom we seek to beneflt,

“There are many from whom hope has departed. Bring
back the sunshine to them. Many have lost their courage,
Speak to them words of cheer. Pray for them, Theve are
these who need the bread of life. Read to them from the
word ' of God. TUpon many 1s a soul-sickness which ne
earthly balm can reach nor physiclan heal. 'Tell them that
there is a balm in Gilead and a Physician there,

“Light is a blessing, a universal blessing, pouring forth
its treasures on a world unthanktul, unholy, demoralized,
So it is with the light of the Sun of Rightecugnéss. The
whole earth, wrappgd a8 it is in the darkness of sin, and
gorrgw, and pain; is to be lighted with the knowledge of
Godl’s love. From no sect, rank, or clags of people is the
light shining from heaven’s throne fo he excluded,”— Id.,
pp. 417, 418. '
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Second Week
Opening Mxerclses.
Seripture Lesson: First Things First. Matt, 6: 83; 2 Cor,
8: 5, 12,
IMustration: The Law of the Christian Life,
Reading: The Challenge of Another’s Need,
Note to the Leaders

The blight of sin which i3 apparent on every hand is a
continuous challenge to the Christian to “arise and shine”
in the strength and joy and beauty of unselfish service, If
there he' “ first & willing mind,” God wIll uge the most hum-
ble of hig children to do a work for his fellow men which
angels long to do bui are not permitted. Angels wait to
co-operate with human Instrumentalities,

The Law of the Christian Life

Ix the plan of Christ it was never intended that some
men should follow a “ gecular ” and others a “sacred ” call-
ing. Hvery disciple is to seek first the kingdom of God.
There are not two standards of moral conduect, one for
ministers and missionaries and another fer laymen. Nor
are there two standards of spivitual obligation. “From
evary man according to hig ability; to every man according
to his need,” is the Iaw of the Christian life. * No man has
done hig duty til! he has donc all he can.’— Selected.

The Challenge of Another’s Need

IN the common events of everyday life there lie enfolded
numerous opportunities to step into the gap of ancther’s

need and to demonsirate that spirvit of neighborliness which’

our Saviour so forcefully commended in the parable of the
(Good Samaritan. In these days, as in ancient times, there
is a tendency, however, Lo follow the example of the priest
and the Levite, and when coming in contact with the caunse
of the unfortunate, to pass by on the other side. The fol-
lowing incident illustrates the watchful interest which the
Christian should maintain under all circumsiances:

“Not long since, while waiting for a train in a station
through which oh holidays great streams of people pass, I
saw a young girl, with face flushed, holding her hat in one
hand and a suitease, hali-open, in the other, stagger into
the ladies’ waiting-room. No matron was present. The girl
spoke to one and another of the women, who met her
drunken friendliness with stern rebuffs or turned from her
and escaped. She finally found a seat, and the women near
roge hastily and went to the other side of the room. For a
moment she was quiet; them she burst into a sentimental
sopg  The sight of the face so young that it showed fraces
of real heauty as the girl turned from side to side making
realing gestures to illustrate her song, made one heartgick,
One woman said she would go for an officer, but before she
" left the room, o Salvation Army girl with a bex for con-

tributions entered. ‘

“ &he took in the situation at a glance, greeted the girl in
friendly faghion, sat down with her for a few moments and
talked. 'Then she helped her wash her face in cold water,
put on her hat, closed her guitcase, and together they went
to the ticket office.

“¢Where does she live?® asked one woman who had fol-
lowed.

“The Army girl answered.
twenty miles away,

“ewho will take care of hier when she gets there?’ asked
another.

1] am going with her, quietly answered the girl, whose
face was sweet, tender, and bheautiful, under her Army
bonnet.

“ One could tel by her manner as she wallted toward the
train, that this was not the first unfortunate girl she had
led home. When I entered my own train ten minutes later,
it wag with a sense of inferiorlty and sin; the Salvation
Army girl had taken it upon herself to meet the need of
this unfortunate girl, and had done so as a voluniary and
natural service of love for the Master, who is depending
upon his children to meet falthfully the chalienge of an-

" other's need.” %

It was a small town about

Third Week

Opening Exercises,

Seripture Lesson: Witnessing., ¥8. 34: 3; John 1: 41, 42
(first part); Acis 1: 8.

Illustration: Christian Testimony.

Reading: He Teok It upon Himself,

Saagon of Prayer.
' Note to the Leaders

Perhaps there are some members of your flock who have
elimbed the hill of self-satisfaction and contentment, away
from the noige and din of the world’s comimotion, await-
ing the coming of Him who is soon to “appear the seeond
time without sin unto salvation.” It is hoped that all such
in any community may be reached with the message that
the Master is counting on them to descend into the midst
of the sorrow and distress of those who know pot of his
galvation, and finish the task which he has committed to his
followers., “ As thou hast sent me into the world, even so
have I also sent them into the world”

Christian Testimony

A GENTLEMAN sitting in an arbor in the middle of a wood,
saw an ant running aloing the surface of a rustic table which
was in front of him. Knowing that anis are fond of sugar,
and having a small lump of loaf sugar in his pecket, he
placed it on the table, and set himself to watch the move-
ments of the ant,  Asg he expected, the ant soon discovered
it and hegan sipping, But it had scarcely partaken of it,
when, to hig great surprise, it scampered off and disappeared.
A short time after, however, it returned, followed by some
two or three hundred of ifg friends; from which it appeared
that the ant had no sconer tasted the swest morsel, than it
went to invité its friends to become partakers of ifs joy.
And so it is with all who have fasted the joy of salvation.
No sponer dpes Chrigt become precious to their souls, than
like Peter and John, they “ cannot but speak” of him to
others.—~ Selected.

1

He Took It upon Himself

I rove to recall often the old story of the monk, sitting by
the window of his rude stone hut on the meuntain side,
looking down upon the little village below. The years
seemed long since, a busy, happy boy, ke had played in its
streets and climhed the hillsides to care for the catile, yet
he was still young. It was five years now gince he had for-
saken the great city to return to his village home, wearing
the crosg and the long robe fastened with a cord about his
waist. He had hoped for ralease from the burdens of sin
and sorrow, of suffering and shame, that oppressed his soul
at, every turn in the city streetg, but he had been disap-
pointed. Poverty and sin lived in the valley, and evil lurked
where his boyish eyes had never dreamed. The village had
seemed accursed, o he had leit it, climbed the platean,
built his but, pianted his garden, enjoyed sunrise and sun-
sot, ligtened to birds and hreezes, read, prayed, grown strong,
and become content— until the day he fell asleep and
dreamed. .

He had been reading in the glory of the sunset the stary
of Calvary——the terrible eross, the dark tomb, and then the
glorious morning, the rigen Lord and life indeed! When
he had ecompleted the wonderfu! story, whkich, though fa-
miliar, thrilled his scul, he prayed long, and still kneeling,
fell agleep. As he glept, he dreamed that he walked upon
the road from earth to heaven. Dark it was at first and
hard to travel; then it grew lighter; them bheautiful with
flowers. At a turn in the road he met the Master.

“0 Master,” he cried, kneeling at his feet, “why didst
thou lsave us? We need thee so sadly., Couldst thou not
have stayed?”

The Masler angwered softly, “1 finished the work I had
to do”

“0 Master! ” sald the monk, made hold by his eagerness,
“ but the burden, the burden of poverty and sin. It is with
us 8till; it deadens the goui., Who can bear the burden of
man’s need?”’

The Master smiled. “ 71 share with thogse who love me the
burden of man’s need,” he said. “1I have left a part of the
burden for them.” ’
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‘“ But, Master,” eried the monk in' sorrow and in fear, as
the Master looked into his very goul, “what if they fodl
thee? ™

“ Ah, I am counting on them! ” said the Master, and his
voice thrilled the monk to the depths of his being, “I am
- counting on those who love me)”

When he awoke, so real had been the dream and so clear
the vision that he gazed for some momentg about the tiny
room and then cut into the moonlight, but all was still.
He arose and stood al the door looking down, down over
" the jagged rocks to the village, asleep in its poverly and sin.
Then in the gilence of his retreat he sat down to think, It
had heen so quiet, so comifortable; there had been time for
worship, prayer, and thought. His needs were simple, and
. they had all been met; he had heen well content. But the
dream disturbed him.

it was early morning when, for a moment, he fell again
upon his kneeg; then he arose, took off hig robe, and folding
it neatly with the cross and beads, 12id it away. It was
with mingled feelingg of fear and hope that he dressed in
the clothes ho had worn when, as a young student, he had
left hig father’s home. “ Now,” he said softly, “I am one
of them.”

Carefully he et hig room in order and closed and fastened
the door of hig hut. A moment he paused for another look
‘at the world below him, lying atili in the morning mist;
then he grasped his mountain stock firmly, and started down
the trail. As he walked, the look of fear and dread ubon
his face was changed to one of joy. “T'm going hack,” le
-said half aloud, “hack down into the midst of it all. He
has finished his part; now he works with me. He is count-
ing on me, I will not faill

I challenge you who read this page to go with him as he
goes down into the midsi of the problems that must be met
and solved, down where life i8 hard and men must teil,
down into the thick of the battle with selfishness and greed,
into the commonplace made gray hy the deadly grind, into
the midst of mad pleagures whsra souls seek to find release,
into the homes where men a‘nd women struggle to be true
and fail. ILeave your ceaseless round of self~indulgence,
your drifting days where, safe and well content, you may
draw down the shades, say Your comforiable prayers at
eventide, and easily forget. Let your prayers be Ilike
Chrigt’s as you kneel alone in the night when the day’s work
iz done, Go out from thig place and this hour into the
problems of your own home, your office and school, your
city streets, your couniry lanes; go out to liff burdens,
knowing that in the ultimate plan of the eternal God you
have a part. I pray you turn to the Christ of Calvary, the
Man of Galilee, and say to him, with joy, “I gee the need,
1 take it upon myself.”"— Selected,

Fourth Week

Opening Exerciges,
Scripture Lesson:
r 2, !
The Divine Plan for the Church.
Pergonal Service.

The Test of Obedience,

Note to the Leaders

Having reached the last prayer meeting date in the year
1920, it is an appropriate time for geif-examination and for
gtrengthening the honds of unity and Christian fellowship.
Tor the encouragement of all, it may be well to refer to the
following statement in * Steps to Christ,” page 70: “The
closer you come to Jesus, the more faulty you will appear
in your own eyes; for your vision will be clearer, and your
imperfections will he seen in broad and distinct contrast to
his perfect nature. This is evideuce that Satan’s delusions
have lost their power; that the vivifying influence of the
Spirit of God is arousing you.” ’

Sell-Examination. 2 Cor, 13:5; Ps.

26

The Divine Plan for the Church .

Bvery church should be a light in the world., If there is
in your church a deadness, a stagnation, come fogether, as
the disciples did before the day of Pentecost, and plead with
God until you receive the light of Iife. Then let the light
shine to all around you. Do not go on from weel to week,

from year to year, without knowing whether or not yon are
in the love of God. When Jesus went away, he promised
to send the Holy Spirit, and we have a right to claim that
promise. God wants us to work in the power of the Spirit.
He wants us to be gunided and controlled by the living, abld-
ing principles that will keep us in the truth.— Mrs, E. a.
White, in the Review end Herald, April 26, 1966.

Personal Service

THE possible forms of personal service are s0 many and
so viried as almost to make classification or detsiled de-
scription impossible, Only fo the eyes opened by Christ’s
compassion to the human needs that touch us on every hand
will these opportunities be fully seen or appreciated.

First in importance are to he mentioned the people with
whom we are thrown naturally into coniact, thoge in our
homes, our neighhors, those in our places of buginess, those
whom wo meet in social or professional Tife, thoge whom we
meet in travel. How many of these have unmet gpiritual
needs to which we may minister? How many of them are
living at peace with God, in victory over temptation, and in
harmony with God’s plan for their life?

It is ours to live with our hearts alert to all these needs,
and our wills responsive to any opportunity that may open
to minister to them. More than this: It iz ours to Seek
the opportunity of helpfulness and not always wait for it
£ill it coimnes of itself, Christ carme to seek and to save that
which was lost. He went obout doing good. He made doing
good his habitual business. And no one who does thig will
need to go very far te find some one who needs help.—
“ Missions and Leadership.”

" The Test of Obedience

CrrisTians would do well to put to themselves the sever-
est test of obedience, that all resistance to the will of God
may be discovered and cast out, for only then can the ful-
ness of God’s présence be realized and his will for us and
through us be fully known.

Bome vears ago thers was§ a young man preparing for the
service of Christ, and he was asked one day by a friend,
“ Are you willing to go to Africa for Christ?” This proved
a severe test of the young man’s obedience. He became will-
ing, after some struggle, to go to India or China, or to
almost any other fleld except Africa. PBuat his friend kept
pressing the question each time he met him: “ Are you yet
willing to go to Africa for Christ?” regarding that as the
hardest fleld and so the geverest test of obedience. The man
had no peace until he fought the issue out in his own soul
and decided that he would obey Christ even if he were sent
to Africa. As a matter of fact, he is not in Africa; he 13 a
minister of the gospel in Colorado. But spiritual peace did
not come until he was willing to go even to Africa.

Before a large audience the question was once agked
whether there were any parents present who were nunwilling
to have their children go anywhere in the world that God
might send them. The guestion went like an arrow to the
heart of one of the most prominent ministers present. At
that very moment he had an only son who was a student
in a theologlcal seminary, but he recognized in hiz own
heart an unwillingness to have hig son go as a missionary.
He was aware of the danger of having any controversy with
God, and in earnest prayer was glven grace to gay * Lord,
not my will, but thine be done.” That very day he went
out to preach to a great audience of factory men in the open
air; and according to hig own testimony, the power of Cod
came down upon him in such fulness that more than forty
of those men yielded their lives to Christ in that single
service, IHis own explanation of the experience was his new
surrender and obedience to the will of God.

There is no use in asking for the Holy Spirit unless we
mean to obey him. e will work in power only where he
can have hig way in the life. The prayer of David is the
petition of the true child of God, * Search me, O God, and
know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and see if
there be any wicked way in me.”— Selected.
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The Prayer Meeting

THE prayer meetings should be the most interesting gath-
erings that are held; but these are frequently poorly man-
aged. Many attend preaching, but negleet the prayer
meeting. Here, again, thought is required. Wisdom should
be sought of God, and plans should be laid to conduct the
meetings so that -they will be interesting and attractive.
The people hunger for the bread of life. If they find it at
prayer meetlng, they will go there to receive it.

Tong, prosy talks and prayers are cut of place anywhere,
and especially in the social meeting. Those who are forward
and ever ready to speak, are allowed to crowd out the tes-
timony of the timid and retiring Those who are most
superficial generally have the most to say. Their prayers
are long and mechanical, They weary the angels and the
people wheo listen to them. Our prayers should be short
and right to the point. Let the long, tiresome petitions be
left for the closet, If any have such to offer. Let the Spirit
of God Into your hearts, atd it will sweep away all dry
formality.

Music can be a great power for good; yet we do not make
the most of this hranch of worship. The singing is gen-
erally done from impulse or to meet special cases, and at
other times those who sing are lefi to blunder along, and
the music loses its proper effect upon the minds of those
present. Music should have beauty, pathos, and power, Let
the voices be lifted in songs of praise and devotion. Call
to your ald, if practicable, instrumental musie, and let the
glorious harmony ascend to God, an acceptable offering.

But it is scfmetimes more difficult to discipline the gingers
and keep them in working order, than fo improve the habits
of praying and exhorting, Many want to do things after
thelr own style; they object fo consultation, and are impa-
tiént under leadership. ‘Well-matured plans are needed in
the service of God. Common sense is an excellent thing in
the worship of the Lord. The thinking powers should be
congecraled to Christ, and ways and means should be devised
to serve him begt. The chureh of God, who are trying to
do good by living out the truth and seeking fo save souls,
can be a power in the world if they will be disciplined by
the Spirit of 1he Lord. They must not feel that they can
. work carelessly for eternity~—* Gospel Workers,” old edi-
tion, pp. 824-326. '

Genuine Missionary Work

Cavreor, members, let the light shine forth, Iet your
voices be heard in humble prayer, in witness against intem-
perance, the folly and the amusements of this world, and
in the proclamation of the truih for this time. Your voice,
your influence, your time,— all these are gifts from God, and
are to e used in winning souls to Christ,

Visit your neighbors and show an interest in the salva-
tion of their souls, Arousze every spiritual energy to action.
Tell those whom you visit that the end of all things is at
hand. The Lord Jesus Christ will open the door of their
hearts, and will make upon their minds lasting impressions.

Strive to arouse men and women from their spiritual in-
sensibility. Tell them how you found Jesug, and how
blessed you have been since you gained an- experienmce in
his serviee. Tell them what blessing comes tgo you as you
sit at the feet of Jesus, and learn precious lessons from his
word. Tell them of the gladness and joy that there i3 in
the Christian life. Your warm, fervent words will eonvince
them that you have found the pearl of great price. Let your
cheerful, encouraging words show that you have certainly
found the higher way. This 1s genuine missionary work,
and as it is done, many will awake as from a dream.—
*Tegtimonies for the Church,” Vol IX, p. 38,

Fsgentials to Success

Tuar truth should be presented with divine tact, gentle-
ness, and tenderness, It should come from a heart that has

been softened and made symbpathetic. We need to have

cloge eommunion with God, lest self rise up, as it did in
Jehu, and we pour forth a torrent of words that are unbe-
fitting, that are not as dew or as the still showers that
revive the withering plants. Let our words be gentle as we
seck to win souls. God will be wisdom' to him who seeks
for wisdom from a divime source, We are to seek oppor-
tunities on every hand; we are to wateh unto prayer, and
be ready always fo give a reason for the hope that iz in
us, with meekness and fear. Lest we zhall impress unfavor
ably one soul for whom Christ died, we should keep our
hearts uplifted to God, so that when the epportunity pre-
sents itself, we may have the right word to speak at the
right time. If you thus undertake worlk for God, the Spirit
of God will be your helper. The Holy Spirit will apply the
word spoken in love for the soul. The irntk will have
guickening power when spoken under the influence of the
grace of Christ.— Mrs. B. G. White, in Missionary Magazine,
July, 1901,

Seed Thoughts for the Missionary Meeting

Tuar arm that lies unused through tne years must atrophy,
and die,

Stagnant water breeds germs, disease, and death; the
living Stream iz a moving siream.

The nonmissionary church is one that breeds divisions,
jeaiousies, and worldliness,

A program of migsionary activity is absolutely necessary
to the life and growth of any company bearing the name
of Christ. .

Every man iz a servant. Hvery life is a service. The
Christian, therefore, does not cease to be a gervant,— he
oily changes masters. His life is no longer negative, but
positive in growth and service.

All men need to know the great message of warning and
merey for these days. We are under obligation to convey
our knowledge of it. The fact that we can carry light to
others is sufficient reason why we should. And “the love
of Christ constraineth wus.” BErNEST LIOYD, .

A Missionary Church in the Land of the
Midnight Sun

“1 mave just attended a meeting at Narvik, Norway,”
writes Tlder Steen Rasmussen, who recently left America
to connect with the work in Burope. *“ This is the Land of
the Midnight Sun, and I talked home missionary work till
twelve o’clock af nlght to some of our people. The sun was
still up and doing business, so I tried to keep pace with it.
Narvik is located on the 682 north latitude, and the sun
never sety during June, July, and a part of Angust. We
organlzed a church at that place of eighteen members, half
of whom had been interested in the truth by those of
our pecple residing there. There are more than fifty
interested persons, and the church is doing very effective
work with literature, holding Bible readings, etc. When I
spoke to them about reading racks and correspondence
bands, securing names for correspondence, and securing
subseriptions for eur missionary papers, etc,, they acted im-
mediately. The little church at Narvik inereased its weekly
clab of papers to 200. Another church sent its representa-
tive to a lumber yard to secure maferial for tract racks, so
that they could put into immediate practice what they had

heard.”

Never think kind deeds are wasted,
Bread upon the waves are they;

And the tides of God may bring them back
To us some coming day;

Back to us when sorely needed,
In a time of sharp distress.
S0 Jet’s do them gladly, knowing
Gift and giver God will hless,
-~ Hben B. Rexford.
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Missionary Yolunteer
Department
Devotional Meetings for December 4
Subject: The Bible Year and the Morwing Watch, .

Helpful Thought: Missionary Volunteers who wonld be men’

and women of poter must know their God and know
his Book.
Senior
. Opening Exercises.
. Seripture Lesson: Vergses That Have Helped Me.
. Prayer,
. Talk: * The Word of Our God.”
. Talk: Do We Value the Morning Watch?
structar for November 16 or 23,
. Reading: The Hour of the Morning,
. Bymposgium: Devotion and Service,
. December Pians,
. Ciose with a season of prayer.

Tl oo

Seo In-

H=ge R Norl

Junior
. Opening Exercises.
. Seripture Lesson: Verses That Have Heiped Me,
Sentence Prayers.
. SBuperintendent’s Talk: The Power House.
Talk: * The Word of Our God.”
Symposium: Morning Wateh Observers.
. Talk: Getiing Ready for Service.
. Roil Call and Responsge,
. December Pians.
. Cloge with prayer,

Note to the Leaders

Aim today to impress all present — including yourselves
~— with thiz fact: Missionary Volunieers who would live
strong, useful lives mugt find time for Bible study and
prayer. How many of the Migsionary Volunteers in your
society will learn that lesson before it is forever too late?
O that some persuasive power wouid prevail on all to
do so!

Gflcers of the society, examine yourselves today, Are you
getting a good example? When the members look to you,
ave they inspired to faithfulness In prayer and Bible study?
Do you promote faithfulness in these important factors in
Christian growth by personal effort, by tactful announce-
ments, ete., in the meetings? Is there a devotional secre-
tary to give special attention to these matters?

_Opening Bzercises.— Bing several good songs that empha-
gize prayer and Bible study. The following in Christ and
Song are among the good ones found in that book: Nos. 362,
364, 498, 270, T41, bob.

Scripiure Lesson.— Read a few selections from Psalms
119. Then ask the memberg to give spontaneously Bibie
verses that have helped them. Make it a rapid-fire exercise.
Aglk those who ean to repeat Bible verses on the subjects of
the meeting today.

‘December Plans— These may consist of two talks,—one
by the devotional secretary on using the Morning Wateh
Catenday as a New Year’s greeting to friends. There is
nothing better, After the talk can you not get an idea of
how many Calendars the society can use? Try to average at
least ten per member, Order your Caiendars at once. Wili
you not double your 1920 order? The Calendar is an excel-
tent soul-winmer! Send out hundreds!

The other talk should concern your plans for missionary
work during December. Help brighten the homes of the
poor this year for Christmas. If you live in the country
and know of no poor around you, then get in touch with
your nearest city soclety. Help the Missionary Volunteors
there to give several poor families a less lonely Christmas.
Your Conference Missionary Volunteer secretary will heip
you to make the most of this opportunity December brings
to enter the homes of the poor. Remember that, aside from
the poor, there are lonely shut-ins who need cheermg up;
there are hospitals, homes for the aged, orphanages, ete. Qur
Missionary Volunteers can make small gifts — dolls, serap-
books, comfort. hags, and many other things for children and
older friends in these institutiong. Let us not forget the
poor, the lonely, the unfortunate, this vear at Christmas.
Begin now to plan to remember them. The psalmist says:
“ He that hath pity npon the poor lendeth unto the Lovd”
Prov. 19: 17,

Secretary’s Report— Do not omit the Secretary’s Report
aven If it does not appear ou the program. If the report
has not been given recently as a talk, why not try that
ptan today? Be sure to have the report recorded.

Special Senior Note

Introduce your Symposium on Devotion and Service with
a brief talic on the Cartoon. (S8ee Junior note.) Then ask
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that every one speak of hig-opinion of the relation of devo-
tion to service, This Symposium should sound the note of
determination to make more of Bible study and prayer —
the two supreme means of Christian growth.

Special Junior Notes

- -wy, Superintendent’s Talkk: The Power Howuse— It may be
.t o-that some of the Juniors have' visited a power house and

_have seen the heaps of coal' which must-be kept stacked in

“the basement for use in order to make power, or perhaps

they have seen the large cables bearing the electricity from
some great source; if so, draw from their experience the
legson of the importance of that fuel ot connection. What
a dead place the power house would be without it, and what:
work is accomplished with.it!. Another iIlustration is that
of an engine ready for a day’'s work with the coal piled high
in the tender. Deseribe the work of a diver. 8peak of the
pressure of the deep sea into which he must go; then tell
how hiz life depends upon keeping his cmmection with the
upper world. Speak of Jesug’ example; then appeal td the
boys and girls to save themselves and others by keeping
connections. Aim to inspire each Junior with a determi-
nation {o keep his Morning Watch,

Talls: “ The Word of Our God.”— Let an older Junior give
this, telling in his own way what great men have said about
the influence of the Bihle.

Symposium: Morning Watch Observers.— Pags thege sen-
tences around to the Juniorg ¢f the society. Have each
read the text, and then the gentence on his slip of paper.

Talk: Gelting Ready for Service— If possible have the
Cartoon drawn on the board. If not, clip it and paste it on
& clean plece of paper. Have the Junior giving the talk
hold the picture and describe it. How hard the man s work-
ing with a dull scythe! How foolish he is not to sharpen
it! How impossible it is to win souls unless our mindg and
hearts have been quickened by gystematic prayer and Bible
study!

Roll Call and Response— An earuest little boy once gaid:
“T'll tell you how I remember to pray both in the morning
and in the evening: I always pray before I take my shoes
off at night, and I pray in the morning before I put them
on,” Dear little hoy, if all Juniors would adopt the zame
plan, their shoes might not wander into so many forbidden
ways.

Agk each Junior to vespond to his name by a new resolu-
tion to lkeep the Morning Wateh.

The Hour of Morning

I xweeL in the calm of the morning,
The hour consecrated to prayer,

For I know, ere I touch the day’s duties,
That .Tesus will meet with me there:

And I ask that the hand of the Master
The heaviest burdens will bear.

The hour of the morning is sacred,
For angels are hovering round,
And reverent, I lay off my sandals,
For 'tis holy, ’tis ‘God’s hallowed ground,—
The calm precious hour of the morning,
Where Christ my Rédeemer i3 found.

And I agk him that strength may be given
For each task that shall come through the day,
And that every sin and temptation
May be banished, and put far away,
And that life may be filled with such hlessings
Ags the Spirit of Christ shall convey.

Oh, that calm, holy hour of the morning,
Ere the duties of day are begun!
My heart with my volce is uplifted
To . commune with the Infinite One;
And with rapture I think of the future
‘When the toils of the journey are done,
— L. D. Saniee.

“ The Word of Our God ”

“ TeEE grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of
our God shall stand forever.”

In seeking an answer to the vital guestion, “ What is
truth? " men blind their eyes to the Book of God’s revela~
tion, the source of tyuth, and seek an answer from the realm
of nature, itself a part of the great creation of God.

There is no controversy bhetween true science and the
Bible, How could there be? “ The laws of nature ars the
laws of God.” It is science falsely so called which is at
variance with the revelation of God. When men seek truth
apart from the source of truth, it is no wonder that they
g0 far afield. Thank God for the Book.

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and g light unto my
path,” “T have esteemed the words of his mouth more than

'
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my necessary food.” David and Job thus exprsss their ap-
preciation of the word. The truly great and noble of all
ages, those whose lives have been gpent in the uplift of
humanity, have gained their imspiration from the sacred
pages. Christ himself was a diligent Bible student, In the
wilderness experience he met the temptations of Satan with,
“ It is written.” His words are, “ Search the Seriptures;’ ot
in them ye think ye have cternal life: and they are they
which testify of me.

“ 1 account the Scriptures of God to be the most sublime
philegepby. I find more marks of authenticity in the Bible
than in any profane history whatever,”— Sir Iseac Newton.

“ am profitably engaged in reading the Bihle. Take all

of this book upon reason that you can, and the balance hy

faith, and you will live and die a better man. L In regard
to the great Book, I have only this to say: It is the best gift
which God has given to man"— Adrakam Lincoln,

“1 have known ninety-five great men of the world in my
time, and of these eighty-seven were all followers of the
Bible. . ..

“malk about the questions of the day, there is but one
guestion and that iz the gospel, It can, and will correct
anything that needs correction. My only hope for the world
iz in bringing the human mind inte contact with divine
revelation,

“Though assailed by camp, by battery, and by mine, the

Holy Scripinres are nevertheless a house bullded upou a
vock, and that rock impregnable’— Wm. F. Gladstone.
" T have read the Bible through many times. It ig the
book of all others for lawyers, as well ag divines, and T pity
the man wheo cannet find in it a rich supply of thonght and
rule for conduct.”-- Daniel Webster,

“ I have for many years made it a practice to read through
the Bible once every year; it is an inexhaustiple mine of
knowledge and virtue"— John Quincy Adems.

The eivilizing, uplifting influence of the Bible upon the
human race can never be sstimated, In those Iands where
jts influence hag not been felt, the people are still hound by
the chains of heathen superstition and degradation. They
are howing down in thelr heathen temples to their grimy
idols of wood and stone, They are offering incense to those
that be no gods, They are making long pilgrimages to some
famous shrins. They are seeking to atone for sin by deoing
penance, But the Book reveals Jesus as the Saviour of
mankind, for:
given among men, whereby we must be saved.”

The roar and din of battle had given place to its silent
aftermath. The stretcher bearers were at their sad task.
‘White and still at the bottom of the trench he lay. Beau-
tiful even in death was this brown-haired boy of eight-
een. Still open in his lifeless hand was his Iittle army New
Testament — open to those precious words from the lips of
the Master himself, “ Let not your heart be troubied: ye
belicve in God, helieve alse in me. In my Father's hotse
are many mansionsg: if it were not so, I would have told you.
I go to prepare & place for you. And if I go and prepare
a place for you, I will come again, and recelve you unto
myself; that where I am, there ye may be algo.”
lagt bitter agonies, far from home and loved oneg, in the
trench at the battle front in Flanders, his heart turned to
these precious words, and the lifeless fingers closed upon
the promise of Jesus’ return.

Without food a man will starve to death in a few days.
Without spiritual food his soul will starve and his life
become as barren as the hills of Gilboa.

Since the Bible Year was introduced as one of our Mis-
sionary Volunteer features, thousands of our young people
have heen encouraged to read the Bible through. How else
can you ever know what is in the Book? Oftentimes in a
most unexpected place will be found a beautiful gem of
truth. Ifor example, in the very heart of Chronicles, with
the many }ligte of names and genealogies, is found that pre-
ciong pearl, * Whe then is willing to consecrate his service
this day unte the Lord?”

Some prefer to read the Bible through by course; others,
book by book; still others prefer a more promiscuous
reading, For such, the Bible Year assignment schedule
found in the Morning Wateh Calendar is provided. One may
read today in Luke and tomorreow in Hosea, and by simply
checking off the portion read, can tell when the whole is
completed.

Get a good start on your 1921 Bible Year by beginning
now, It does not iake so lohg to read the entire Bible as
some may think. An ordinary reader can read it from cover
to cover in sixty-flve hours. It has been rcad in much less
time than that. Do not read hurriedly, though, but thought-
fully and prayerfully.

The Juniors may send to the Missionary Velunteer secre-
tary for a Junior assignment blank, This does not cover
fhe entire Bibie, but such portions as are best adapted to the
youthful mind.

Missionary Volunteer Blank No, 11, the Bible Year Report
Card, will be fnrnished by your soclety gecratary, upon
completion of the reading., This will then be zent to the
conference Missionary Volunteer secretary, It is planned

“There iz none other name under heaven

In the-

to have some form of certification to he given to those com-
pleting the Bible Year this vear.

It God gives you your health and strength and reason,
how many will read the Blble through by the end of [ecem-
ber, 192172 C. A, Russm

<

Morning Watch Observers,

“Trr morning hour hag gold in its mouth.”

Abraham “rose up early ” when told by qu‘to offer up
his only son as a burnt oﬁering Gen, 22: 3, - . -

- "THe T.ord told Mbses to “ rise up uearly in the mbrmng”
fo deliver his message te Pharaoh 'be_ 7 ; v_' g ¥
had been taken up with the business of. the'day ".EX 8: 20.

Joshua and all the children of Israel “ rose early in the
merning ” to start on their day’s journey. Joshua 3: 1,

Gibeon “rose up early” to see if God had answered his
prayer, Judges 6: 38.

Elkanabh and Hannah “roge up in the morning eariy ” to
worghip before the Lord., 1 Sam. 1:19,

David * rose up early ” the morning he gaiued the victory
over Goliath, 1 Sam. 17: 20,

Job “roge up early in the morning ” and offered burnt
offerings in behalf of his sons. Job 1: 5.

Jeremiah rose up early that he might deliver the Lord’s
messages to the people. Jer. 25: 3, 4.

Darius “rose very early in the morning” and went to
the liong’ den to see if God’s servant wags shll gafe. Dan,
6:19.

Our Baviour often rose up a great while hefore day and
went into a solitary place where he might commune with his
Fatherx, and receive strength to win our redemption. .

’

Mom sweo.tmg al the stone,
less sweating inthe field.

A Successful December
suceessful Decemb’er!

urely December must be a monih of
niiring,

pntinuous,

hristlike service by

very Missionary Volunteer!

o aglt the members of your society to do
oul-winning work -—

aithfully

rging the lost ones around them to

at Jesus washh away their sins.

ecember will be
xceptionally successiul,
an count. on

very

iggionary Voluntieer’s
eing a faithful coworker with Hun
very day,

ight in the corner where he is!

if the Master

wawgmamd FoeMEREAmER
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Devotional Meetings for December 11
Subject: Giving Others Their Due,

Helpful Thought: “ Owe no man anything, dui to love one
another: for he that lovelth another hath fulfilled the
law,” Rom. 13:8.

Senior

. Bong Service and Prayer,
. Secretary’s Report.
. Seripture Reading: Read 1 Corinthiang 13 {n concert.
Talk: (iving Others Their Due.
. Talk: He Lived for Others,

6. Talk: ‘“She Hath Done What She Could.”
structor for November 30 or December 7.

7. Reading: If We Oniy Understood,

8. Consecration Service.

9. Close by repeating Psalms 19: 14 in concert.

STy CYS

Sea In.

Junior

. Bong Service and Sentence Prayers.
. Secretary’s Report.
. Seripture Lesgon: Read in econcert 1 Corlnthians 13.
. Superintendent’s Talk: (iving Others 'Their Due.
. Reading: “ 8he Hath Done What She Could.”
. Poem: God’s Great Plan. See True Hducation Series,
Boolk 111, page 290.
7. Reading: He Lived for Others.
8. Reading: The Ephah and the Shekel.
9. Consecration Service.
10. Close by repeating the Pledge,

Notes to tho Leadérs

Aim for Today — To get a clearer conception of our rela-
tion to others; and te strengthen our determination to fulfil
thege obligations, 'We are called {o live to bless others just
ag Jesus did. Life holds ne higher privilege, no greater
opportunity! Some measure life by what they can get out
of it, but jet us not forget that the Christian should always
measure life by what he can put into it for others.

Bociety Work.— How is your society work getting on?
‘Have you reached your goal in every point? The year is
alinost gone. Have you completed your plans for giving
some of the poor around you a happy Christmas? If not,
can you not have a special busginess meeging jusi after the
Sabbath? OQur siogan for the year has been * Qur best, not
our bit,” for the Master; and let us not forget that what we
do for others he counts as done for him.

Song Service— Have an enthusiastic song service. 'The
following are good for the Senior meeting: Christ in Song,
Nos, 474, 478, 500, 531, 542, 552, 566. Numbers 539, 5BY,
and 579 may be a little better suited for the Junior meeting.

Binging in the Program.— Intersperse your program with
good ginging, if noi every week, at least frequently, Have
special selections of appropriate vocal or instrumental music
occasionally. Musical talent varles so much in our societies
that definite suggestions for special music are seldom made
in the programs cutlined; be sure to have it just the same.

Seripture Lesson.— After you have read the allotied por-
tion together, have some one reread it reverently, substi-
tuting the word “ Jesus' for ‘charlty.” All that can be
said of love can be said of Jesus. How much of it can he
gaid of us?

Consecration Service—~- Surely there ghould be & good con-
secration service today. Let ug cast out the spirit of eriti-
ciam. That i8 one thing we are all lighle to give others, but
that is not due them ;. no, not from us. Have a few quota-
tions from the Testimonles on criticism and judging read
by different persons, if there {8 {ime. We are here to pass
on God’s love to others—- that is what is due them from us.
Freely we have received, and so should we give.

O DT 0O D

. Special Junior Note
~The superintendent ig referred to No. 4 in the Senior
program for help.

Giving Others Their Due

Do I hear you ask: “What do I owe others? What have
I to give?” Perhaps you may not have much money; your
talents may seem few; but every one hag something he can
and should give to others — semething which money cannot
buy. To give love is the greatest gift in the world. The
Lord teils us to pay first our dues to him; “‘Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy beart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind,”— but he does not stop there, for
we have the command, “and thy neighbor as fhyself.”

This does not mean that we shall love only those who are
lovable, beautiful, rich, or in high position, or those to whom
we are grateful, or of whom we may expect favors, We are
told even, * Love your e¢nemies, bless them that curse you,
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which
despitefully nse you, and persecute you,” The ruie of the

world may perhaps be éxpressed in the words: “ Give him.

ag good &8 he sends,” buf that is not Christ’s way. He says:
“ Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye
even 8o to them.”

Did you ever think how differently many thingg might
appear if you put yourself in the other person’s place?
When you excuse yourself for a fault by saying, “I was
merely frank,” do you accuse your friend of being “rude?”
when he talks as plainly? When you stand fast for a thing,
and call yourself “firm,” do you brand your neighbor as
“stubborn ” for the same cause? Remember, we cannot
read hearts, and if we would give others their due, we shali
not try to judge, for only God can safely sit in judgment on
the real motives of another. Perhaps one of the best cures
for this habit would be to step and think how we ghould
like to have others talk about us ag we are talking about
them.

We owe it to others te refuse even to listen to gossip and
seandal, and above all things to refrain from passing it
along, It is said that John and Charles Wesley, with eleven
other ministers, once signed a set of rules agreeing, in the
first piace, not {o listen to or willingly inguire after any 11l
concerning one another; in the second place, not to be guick
to believe it if they heard it; and in the third place, not to
say a word about it till they had talked the matter over
with the persen aboui whom the il]l was reported. Would
not these be good rules for every Christlan to adopt?

When striving to give others their due, do not forget the
home folks. Perhaps in no other place are we more inclined
to faii than here. Material gifts can never take the place of
tove and obedience in the 'home. One wrlter says: “Rich
gifts wax poor when givers prove unkind.” We must not
take it for granted that our dear ones know that we love
them. We must prove it to them by being kind and helpful,
by tackling the hard tasks without grumbling, and by keep-
ing cheerful even when things seem to go wrong. And along
with this, let us remember that—

“Loving words will cost us little,
Ag along through life we go;
Let ug, then, make others happy —
If you love them, teli them so.

“ Do not save the loving speeches
For your friends till they are dead;
Do not write them on their tombstones;
Speak them rather now {nstead.”

It is our duty to be loyal to the church and its officers, too.
What untold harm is sometimes done by criticism of the
minigter or hi§ sermon! Young people may even he kept
from the young people's meeting, and from yielding their
lives to the Master, because we find fault with the officers
and call the meetings uninteresting. And yet we even dare
refuse to fake pari when asked! Is this giving others their
due? Any one can find fault, Would it not be far better to
seek for virtues instead? Truly every chance to praise is a
gplendid opportunity to do good.

And we owe something, too, to those who do not know the
Saviour, God’s plan for saving the world is that each of us
who knows him shall tell others. If we profess to love him
and yet fail to do our part in leading others io seo and
accept his love, we are not giving them their due, for the
Magter has sgaid, “Ye ghall he witnesses unto me.” None
should seem too low for us te do what we can to bring them
to Christ-—{o give them to drink of the water of life.

Out in the Western desert country there is nothing more
precious to travelers than water. In that land no one is
looked upon as more dishonorable than one who would steal
water from ancther, or refuse to heip with some when
ancther was in need. - At one place, twenty miles from the
nearest water, two miners had a camp. - One day when they
were 1n town, they met a man who was going out past their
camp. They offered him the use of their shelter and food,
which he gladly accepted, and in return he oifered to carry a
harrel of water in his wagon for them. That night the {wo
men started to walk the twenty miles to camp, across the
desert. ‘Tired and thirsty, they reached home next day, only
io find that the man had been there ahead, made full use of
their bed, their food, their dishes, but had not put the camp
in order before leaving,— and worse, there was not a drop
of water to be found! Not only had he failed to leave the
barrel, as he had promised, but he had used up the last of
their stale water for his horses. How mean! you say; surely
he did not give them their due!

But when we fail to do our part in giving the message of
(God’s love, which ig like life-giving water to thirsty souls,
are we not acting in the same way asg the man who failed
to bring the water he had promised? Lot us remember that
we are here 10 comfort the sad and encourage the downeast,
-—to give the bread and water of life to hungering, thirsting
soulg,— and let us not fail to give them thelr due. Let us
enter into our clogets, shut the deor, and pray to the Father
for more of his love — the love that laid dAown its life for
us —- that we may be betier fiited to give our lives in service
for others. IRERE BTUART CURTISS,
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If We Only Understood

Courp we but draw back the eurtains
That surround each others’ lives,
Bee the naked heart and spirit,
Know what spur the action gives,
Often we should find it better,
Purer than we judge we should;
We should Jove each other better
If we only understood.

If we knew the cares and trials,
Knew the efforts all in vain,

And the bitter disappointment,
Understood the loss and gain—

Would the grim, external roughness
Seem, I wonder, just the same?

Should we help where now we hinder,
Should we pity where we blame?

Ah, we judge each other harshly,
Knowing not life’s hidden force:
Knowing not the fount of aetion
Is lesg turbid at its source.
Seeing not amid the evil-
All the golden grains of good;
Anh! we'd love each other betier
If we only understood.
— Selected,

He Lived for Others

Witzzam BomprN was only a young man when he laid
down his life in the Master's service. And yet he had
" accomplished much for Christ in his few years, because they
had been so completely spent for others.

At an early age a godly mother had placed him in a school
where the influence of consecrated teachers would be cast
around him. Her home was ever open to missionaries and
ministers, and thus Willlam learned that “he that findetlx
his Iife shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for My sake
shall find it.” Then, one day be yielded all to his Saviour,

When be became of age, he found himself a millionaire.
He might have hought with his wealth all that a worldly
voung man holds dear. Instead, he considered that every
dollar of his money belonged to God; not one tenth, but ail
was to be uzed for the Master. He gave generously, prayer-
fuily, and quietly, His closest friends knew little of his lib-
erality, for he gave in that bhest way which did not Iet the
laft hand know what the right hand did.

Before entering college William Borden had an oppor-
tunity to journey around the world with a missionary. He
ecame back with a vision. Thereafter he saw men living in

dark, revolting heathenism and dying without Christ. From’

then on, he determined to carry the gospel of Christ into the
strongholds of Mohammedanism. Once a dear friend asked
him why he intendeqd to throw his life away in forelgn serv.
ice. Mis quiet, simple reply was, “You have never seen
heatbenism.” .

Durlng his college course he establishedﬂthe Yale-Hope
Mission in New Haven. Theve he won many hearts lor
Christ among the outcasts of that great city., Not only did
he give his money by the thousands, but he gave himseif,
An HEnglish friend was once asked what had impressed him
mest in hig visil to America. Instead of speaking of the
beauties of our great land or of its great cities, he answered:
“"The gight of ‘Willlam Borden on his knees in Yale-Hope
Misslon with his arm arcound a bum.”

The secret of such a Spirit-filled life les in a paragraph
written by one of his close friends. He speaks of Mr. Bor-
den’s daily life:

“ fhere was a time for slesp, a time for waking, a time
for prayer, a time for Bible study, a time for general study,
a time for recreation, and a time for social intercourse. Ha
owned a ‘ Big Ben’ clock, and there was a covenant between
himself and it. I have geen him in the evening, in the midst
of engaging and enticing company, glance at the time, and
then courteously hut resolutely force himseit away to room,
bed, and sleep. He needed much sleep, for he was not as
gtrong as he appeared, and his eye was on the next morning
when he purposed to keep the ‘ morning watch,” Thus it was
in all things. By God's grace he was not a slave to life; he
was the master of it, being master of himself.”

Al the feet of Jesus he received his daily program and
obeved. It led him on vacation da.ys in hot midsummer to

'

preach on the stifting streets of New York City. It de-
manded thai he should go to the far-distant province of
Kap-su. With this in view soon after his graduation, he
went to Calre so that he might learn how to work for Mo-
hammedans more efficlently by a thorough study of Arabic,
There, after a two weeks’ illness, on April 9, 1913, he quietly
went to sleep in Jesus.

Thousands mourned his logs. That beautifu] life so freely
spent for others had been an inspiration te all who had
had the privilege of meeting him. H. H,

The Ephah and the Shekel

¥ FaTHER, I heard Brother Bowman say yesterday that the
only religion some people have is the doetrine of the small
ephah and the great shekel. What did he mean??” .

“He meant, my son, the little you and the big 1. If you
will turn to Amos 8: 4, 5, you will get the meaning cleariy:

“*Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, even to
make the poor of the land to fail, saying, When wiil the
new moon be gone, that we may sell corn? and the Sabbath,
that we may set forth wheat, making the ephah smali, and
the shekel great, and falsifying the balances by decelt?’

“.It seems to mean underweighing and overcharging, or I
suppose, just plain dishonesty.”

“it is that. The ephah represents your obligation to
others, the shekel the obligation of others to you. It is very
human and npatural to underestimate the one and magnify
the other. It was because the people of Amos’ time did this
that they brought upon themselves a great curse.

“ 1t Is not only in money or measure that we may ‘falsify
the balance” We may do it by any unfairness in our deal-
ing with those about us, by withhoiding from others their
due,”

“Tell me juét what you mean, father.”

“ Do you remember Harry’s teiling us about the splendia
success of the Fairburn ball team against the Roscoe team
last Wednesday? You remember the interesting deseription
he gave of the narrow margin by which Fairburn won a
difficult inning, and did you notice the prominence of the
capjtal ‘1’ in that story? You would have thought that
Harry and his chum Dick reaily saved the laurels of Fair-
hurn. The fact is Harry and Dick did do some very good
playing, and every detail of Harry’s story was true, but he
did not tell all the truth. He did not mentlon Ralph and
Walter, and that those boys won as many cheers from the
Fairburn crowd as he and his chum did. He ‘falsified the
balance.” It tipped too heavily his way.’ He did not g'ive
Waiter and Ralph their due.”

“1 never thought about it that way before, but it is the
way Harry told it.”

“0Of course you remember the program you Junior and
Senior Volunteers gave jointly in the hail last spring. The
Senjor leader worked very hard to help prepare the inspir-
ing program, and we were all justly proud of Gretna's
ability to carry it through becomingly and to win the honest
commendation from the visitors who came that evening; but
this is what she wrote to Cousin Berpice about it:

“‘0h, Bern, I am so tired! I have just put over the hard-
est feat I ever tackled. Yowm know I am leader of the Mis-
sionary Volunteers here. Well, we have given a big pro-
gram in the town hall and 1 worked to the limit to make
it go. I had to oversee it all and make countless trips
around to see that the wheels were all turning, and the dif-
ferent ones were pusy at their parts, It came off in fine
shape, if T do say it myself, and I am not sorry for all my
hard work. I am proud of this society.

“No mentjon is made of the Junior leader, who threw
his whole soul into i, even sacrificing that long-planned.
autemobiie trip with the Westroms, to stay and do his share.
But, of course, that was just like Paul. This is what ap-
peared in his diary:

“<1 am thankful for God’s presence with us in our pro-
gram tonight. We all did our best, but even that would
have failed had not our Divine Quide directed in avery-
thing., Gretna certainly carried off the program in fine
order. She makes a very enthusiastic leader— just the
kind we need. A great deal of credit belongs to her, though
everybody wag in earnest and did his best. Jessie and Clara
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are certainly true and loyal, They more than did their
parts in making the room so attractive. I know some good
sead was sown, and I hope 1t will bear fruit unto eternal life
in the hearts of some.’

“Qretna never mentioned Jessle and Ciara, but In the
register in heaven I am quite sure there is something like
this written:

. ““Clara and Jessio are not gifted in a way that puts them
on the rostrum. They cannot give a talk or even write a
paper, They seem to possess no talents except those of love
and faithiulness. They scrubbed the floor and cleaned the
woodwork in the town hall, then decorated the room very
prettily, putting into every touch a thrill of love that ven-
dered the service ag unto Christ. Clara and Jessie lve every
day 80 humbly with their God, there is no doubt that, with
Daniel, they shall stand in tbeir lot at the ond of the days.

“Can you see the difference, son, between the ephahs and
the shekelg? *

“Yes, Gretna’s letter was so full of the great shekel, ghe
nearly forgot the ephah, while Paul made the ephah large
and left out the sbekel. T guess Jessie and Clara never
thought gbout either one. They just left it to the angels
to give everybody his due. They certainly got theirsg if you
imagined right about the records up in heaven, and I be-
lieve you did.” Inows. HrIir.

Devotional Meetings for December 18

Senior
Subject: The Strength of a Olean Lifc.

Helpful Thought: «“ My strength is as the sirengih of ten, be
couse my heart is pure.”— Tennyson.

. Song and Prayer.
. Seripture Legson.
. Talk: A Clean Life for You.
Talk: Young Men Who Are Men.
. Talk: Young Women Worth Whiie.
December 7 or 14,
6. Round Table: A Clean I.ife for a Clean Year.
7. Cloge by repeating the Pledge together.

Junior
Subject: Soulwinners for Jesus.
Helpful Thought: If youw would be ¢ successful soulavinner,
live the tife of ¢ successful soulwinner,
1. Song Service,
2, Ovening Song:

C‘l:h.wl\bi—'-

See Instructos for

“Rescue the Perishing,” Christ in

Song, No, 479,
3. Scripture Reading: Acts 8: 26-39,
4. Prayer.
5. Report of Work Done.
6. Song: Christ in Song, No. 480.
7. Superintendent’s Talk: Win One.
8. Reading: The Lost Chance.
9. Duet: '*Winning Precilous Souls to Thee,” Christ in

Song, No, 536,
10. Symposium: How I Was Led to Jesus.
“11. Poem: Life’s Greatest Joy.
12. Reading: The Little Slave Boy.
13. Closing Song: Christ in Song, No. 481,
14, Repeat Mizpah,

Senior Notes

Aim for Today.— To try to send every one home from this
meeting with this moito for his own: Keep thyself pure, for
purity is power,

Beripture Legson.— Pass the following texts out to differ-
oent persond, and have them read for the Scripture lesson:
Eph. 5: 5; Ps. 119: 9; M=att, 5: 8; Heh. 12: 14; Jude 21;
Rom. 12:1; Prov. 4: 23; Rom. 6:1%; 13:14; 2 Cor. 7:1;
Py, 144:12; Isa. 52:11; 1 Tim. B5:22; 1 Thess. 5:22;
Isa. 1: 16,

Round Table— Make this vour consecration service. Try
to get all to speak on the value of a clean life, and to men-
tion one thought in the program that has helped them, for
expression deepens impression.

Junior Notes

Buperintendent's Talk: Win One— Read the chapter “*Per-
sonal Soul-Winning,” pages 203-215, in “ The Ministry of the
Spirit,” by G. B. Thompson. (This book id in the Senior
Reading Course for 1920-21.) Tell how each of Jesus’' dis-
ciples called another after he had heard the Master's voice,
then illustrate your talk with ineidents from this chapter.
Impress upon the boys and girls that God does nee one to
win others, Pray that in the heart of each may be born the
desire to save a friend. If the Spirit of God in the meet-
ing seems so to direct, agk eaech hoy and girl to wrile

on a slip of paper the name of some one for whom he will
work and pray, and then, without showing the name to any
one, sglip it into some place in his Bibile, there to be remem-
bered daily. (Do not use in your talk- the story of Minnie,
pages 210, 211, as this is apprepriate for & Junior reading.)

Reading: The Lost Chance~— Ask some Junior to read the
sfory in the above-named book. Begin with the last para-
graph on page 210 and close with that question, “ A Chris-
tian or not? * pags 211.

Duet: * Winning Precious Souls i¢ Thee— If posgsible
have twe Juniors sing the verses, and the whole society join
in the chorus. -

Bymposium: How I Was Led to Jesus.— Several days be-
fore the meeting ask each professed Christian in the Junior
Society to be ready to tell how he was led to Jesus. It may
have been through some book or teacher, hut very often a
child will take his or her stand hecause a chum has given
the invitation. In every item of the program aim to show
what a c¢hild may do in saving others for Jesus.

A Clean Life for You

Do you know what T wish for you above all else in this
world? “ Wealth? ™ did you ask? “Fame?* * Hducation?”
“Health? * These may all be good; but my supreme wish
for you ig better than any of them. Most of all I wish for
you ¢ clegn life. And I pray earnestly that you may he
willing to choose if. Why do I desire this above all else
for you? There are at least two reasons: First, because
purity is power; and I would that you should hée strong
and ride masgterfully over the stormy sea of life; second,
becaude the clean life is the fruly happy life,

The Path of Happiness

The great majority of young people are always trying to
find short cuts to happiness, But the rock of disappoint-
men{ bars the way; stlll they keep bumping up against it,
refusing to helieve that there are no short cuts to true and
lasting happiness. But set it down as a settled fact that
lasting happiness grows in the path of self-denial, and we
must travel in that path if we would be truly happy. Satan
says, “ Well, what you find there may he all right, but 1 can
show you a far easier way to have a good time.” That is
a promise of long standing, but one that has never yet been
fulfilled. Still young people continue to let the enemy fool
them; and he feeds them pleasures that melt away as Buras
says, “like the show falls on the river.” The pleasures he
gives look different in the morning; they leave a dark-
brown taste in the mouth. Happiness? What a travesty
of happiness! Such pleasures are only masks of misery.

Do you know who the truly happy people are? You sigh
for riches that you may be happy. But few of the rich are
truty happy. Thinking about hrappiness brings to my mem-
ory a frail little woman. In past years she traveled in

. Eurepe, studied with artists over there, moved in the so-

called higher social circles, But,somehow her money took
unto itself wings, and today she is poor indeed, so far as
this world goes; hut she has found the pearl of great price.
Today she travels from place to place. She finds her way
into back mountain homes where trailns have never ven-
tured. It is a hard 1life to Hve. If is a path of self-denial.
But ig she bappy? .Ah, yes— she is too happy ever to be
lempted to seek pleasure elsewhere, for she chose to live
the clean life, and God is filling it with happiness that
doesn’t burn ont ag it glows.

Purity Is Power

But Missionary Volunteers shonld he strong asg well as
happy. You are here to fill a definite place in the world’s
work. The world should he a little better because yon are
living in it. You are here to Iift up the standard of noble
manheod, of pure womanhood. You are called to be Jo-
sephs, Msthers. Truly you have come to the kingdom for
such a time as this. But de not forget that you can never
fulfil your mission unless you choose to live the clean life;
for purity 4s power. Let us say it again, emphatically,
Purity is power! “ Al wickedness is weakness,” exclaims
Milton, while Tennyson makes Sir Galahad say: “My
strength is as the strength of ten, because my heart is pure.”

John Knox let God drive sin out of his heart; and what
was the influence of his life? Queen Mary, hefore whom he
plteaded for rveligious freedom in Scotland, sald that she
feared John Knox’s prayers more than all the armies of
Eurgpe. Mr, Stanley, when he returned from Africa, con-
fessed that it was the beantiful life of Iivingstons that
compelled him to beeome a Christian. You read of greatg,
things that money has done in the world, but the power
of the so-called almighty dollar nales into insignificance
before the pure Wife. Wverv pure life id one of God’s veser-
voirg on earth into which he can pour his power to use in
working miracles among men. He invites you to live the
clean life, to be pure, that you may go forth to do expleits.
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Be a Fowrfold Christinn

But what does it really mean to live the clean life? It
means to be a fourfold Christian; and T like to compare
the fourfeld Christian to a cube. Turn a2 cube any way,
it ig'still a cube. 8o with the fourfold Christian. Turn
him any way, and he'is still a Chrigtian., He is a Christian
physically, soclally, mentally, and spiritually. His body is
the temple ¢f the Holy Ghost, and he endeavors to keep it
clean and healthy and suitably dressed to be the abiding
place of Heaven’s Representative.

He is mentally clean. How much that means! WNinety
per cent of the popular music of today has been promounced
unfit to sing. The *“ movies” are condemned everywhere by
workers who stand for high morals. The nevel, whether it
be a respectable-looking book, g * yellow-back,” or a mag-
azine, Is gister to the “movies.” All these are counterfeits
of happiness with which the enemy is enticing whomsoever
he can to come hig way. You say that the popular song, the
novel, or the “ movie” does not hurt you? My poor deluded
friend, God pities you. Many a patlent hag bad cancer for
months and been ignorant of the disease. But the discase
was noue the less fatal. Neither deces our thinking the
enemy’s counterfeits barmless make them less destructive.
My dedr young friend, before you try to prove that these
pleasures are not corroding your mind, extract from the
pole the hele that 2 nail has left there! But if you prize
your purity, if you would be clean ang sirong, have nothing
to do with the enemy’'s counterfeits,

The fourfold Christian iz clean soclally. You have heard
of boys’ heing tied to their mothers’ apron girings, That is
a very safe place to be anchored. But some ¢f cur young
people today seem to be tied to the apron string of society,
and that means anything but safety. . They do not seem to
think for themselves; they merely step into the current,
follow the crowd, and the stream carries them on. “ Every-
body is deing it,” they say, and on they go, without thinking.
They dress lilke the world, talk like thelr unconverted
friends, act Hke them, even stooping low enough to indulge
in gossgip, unclean jesting, and damnable flirtation.

But, oh, how refreshing are the fourfold Christians so-

cially! They are clean and beautiful like water lilies in
the stagnant pool. Once when talking te a group of young
women, Some of whorm made no profession, I noticed one
young woman who seemed an ideal representative of the
fourfold Christlan. Her hair, her dress, everything ahout
her exemplified Christian simplieity. Her face shone with
that sweet peace to which the worldly church member is an
utter stranger,
. And, finally, the fourfeld Christian is c¢lean and strong
gpiritually. He is not fanatieal or radical. He ig not cold
and formal. In cloge commumion with his God, he learns
how to live victoriously day by day. There is something
about the heart of such a Christian that reminds me of pure
parafiin oil. We are told that if we stick a lighted match
into such oil, the fiame will be extinguished and thers will
be no explogion; but when used in the proper way, in a lamp,
this oil gives a very bright light. So the heart of the four-
square Christian puts out that which is evil and produces
that which Is good. Thiy i8 only another way of saying
that the fourfold Christian ig strong gpiritually. But let
us not forget that he is strong spiritually because he has
Jearned to say No to Satan and stick to it; and he has
learned to say Yes to God and abide by the decision.

The Cost of the Clean Life

But the clean life is not a bargain-counter cemmodity.
The price Ig always the same., Do you knoew what the
Master’s quotations on this life are? -— Not silver, nor gold.
Oh, no. The price is one we all can pay. It is this: Ahwaeys
say Na to Suian; always sey Yes ta God, Of course, leoking
at things as we are accustomed to in this werld, this will
mean self-denial. But what a splendid disciplinarian gelf-
denial ig! It teaches the way of true living, for it is not
escaping temptations but mastering them that brings right-
eousness, To the onlookers, the path of self-denial looks
thorny, but those who travel in It find such sweet compan-
ionship with Jesus that the thorns lose their sting, temp-
tations lose thelr charm, for the Master offers gifts infinitely
better than the enemy’s counterfelts.

Young friends, it Is worth while to 1llve this life., The
clean lfe is the only life that counts. It ig the hest invest.
ment you can make, Your investment will bear interest
in this life a hundredfold, to say nothing of the inherltance
awalting you in heaven. God wishes you to Ive this clean
life, Somehow it seems wonderful that he has made it pos-
gible for us to live clean, sirong, beautiful lives. Down in
your heart I am sure you long fo live it; and if only you
and I can get close enough to feel how deeply he longs for
ug to live it; if only we can catch a glimpse of the world’s
desperate need of just such lives, T feel sure we would make
the right decislon. The Magter is walting for us to decide,
Shall we not say ir unlson this evening: Cost what it may,
T will, by the grace of God, Jive the life that counts?

M. E, A.
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Young Men Who Are Men

Ir there is one thing which the world needs above another,
it is young men who are wen. The young man whe would
be a man must be honest. Honesty not only causes its pos-
gessor fo refrain from taking that which does not belong to
him, and from telling that which is not true; hut it goes
bheyond all these, and strikes at the principle involved in a
dishonest eourse of action. It causes its possessor to abhor
any zet or word which is not in perfect harmony with truth,
It causes him to be open, frank, and straightforward at all
times. Such a young man can be depended upon absolutely,
and in his character deceit has no place. It is this Kind
of honesty which is needed by the young men of today.

Another characteristic which may stand side by side with .

honesty is purity, or chastity. It is a lamentable fact that
this characteristic iz gadly lacking in a large per cent of
the young men of today, and the result 1s seen upon every
hand. Young men are wanted who are pure in thought,
word, and deed,— young men whose standard of purity is
as high as that which they demand that their sisters shall
maintain, It i3 a mistaken idea and a snare of the devil
which has caused the world to excuse in the man or bhoy
that which 1% abhors in the woman or girl. It cannot be
thought for a moment that the hlessing pronocunced upon the
pure in heart means one thing.to the boy and another io
the girl], for God does not recognize more than one standard
of purity and righteousness, Joseph, when In Egypt, sur-
rounded by the sights and sounds of vice, was as one who
saw and heard not. He did not allow his mind to linger
upon forbidden subjects, and at the time of his greatest
temptation, he exclalmed, “ How then can I do this great
wickedness, and sin against God?” More Josephs arve
needed in the world today.

Young men of energy are wanted,— young men who will
push to completion any work which they undertake to do;
young men who have fire and enthusiagm, but whose judg
ment will cause them to refrain from any rash course of
actioﬁ.

Young men with firzaness of character are wanted,—
young men who will not swerve from a right course of ac-
tion though the whole world seems turned against them.
Firmness of character does not mean © stubbornness.” The
one who possesses flrmness of character remains firm and
steadfast to that which he knows to be right, but is willing
to be taught, and willing to surrender gracefully a point
when it can be proved that he is in error.

There are other characteristics which might be mentioned,
but those which have been nofed and ail other desirable
traits may be summed up in the word * Chrlstnkeness ”
One writer has said;

“ It would not be easy to find a Ioftier epithet by which
to denote any human character, * Christ stands out conspic-
uous and alone as the crown and flower of humanity. To bs
like him is the highest and holiest ambition which any
heart.can foster,— a dream of goodness which even the holi-
est can never hope to realize, but which hasg the effect, com-
mon to all lofty ideals, of inspiring high purpose and stim-
ulating to incessant effort,—a good which remains ever
beyond us and above us, but to which, like the great apostle,
we are ever pressing onward.”

Christ is more than an example and an ideal; he becomes
the inspiration within us, the power to will and to do that
whieh is right. The young man who has Christ as his ideal
and his inspiratlon wlill naturally have the characteristics
which are so much desired by all whe have a feve for the
beautiful, He will be & young man who is honest, pure in
heart, firm, and energetic, Like Christ, he will perform
faithfully the work given him. Without Christ as his ideal
and Inspiration, a young man must fall short of the mark:
for his ideal will always be one of human Invention, and
therefore necessarily imperfect. It is all important, then,
that the young man who would be a true man should follow
in the way of the Perfect Man, Jesus Chyist.

H. H, CoBBaR.

A CLEAN LIFE FOR A CLEAN YEAR

i



14 THE CHURCH OFFICERS® GAZETTE

Life's Greatest Joy

Have you ever heiped another?
Ever earned a grateful smila?
Ever asked a weary brother
In to ride with you a miie?
Have you ever given freely
Of your riches and your worth?
If you haven’t, then you've realiy
Missed the greatest Joy on earth.

Has a thrill of pride possessed you?”
Have you feit your pulses run
Asg g weaker brother hlessed you
For some good that you had done?
Have you seenl eyes start to giisten
That werve sad before you came?
If you haven’t, stop and listen,
You have misged iife’s finest game.
— Detroit Free Press.

The Little Slave Boy

Ix the days of siavery there was a little boy named Philip
who lived on a big plantation. His master was a very
ﬁdcked man. He owned seventy-five slaves, and he often
treated them cruelly.

» One day a minister stopped at the master’s house for
dinner; and when he was ready to leave, Philip was sent to
bring his horse for him. The kind minister put his hand
on Philip’s head, and sald: “ If you asit God to make you
good, he will do it. Jesus igves little children.” Then he
told him about the beagutiful city of God, and said that if
be was a good boy, God would take him to that beautlful
piace. Philip had never heard of such a place, and he made
up his mind that he must find God, learn how to pray to
him, and ask him to make him a geod hoy.

One morning as he steod for a minute looking up into the
clouds, and wondering if God was there, he heard a voice
say, “Child, pray.” He looked up Into the tree tops. No
one there. Again he heard the voice say, “ Chiid, pray.” He
was puzzled, and ran, all out of breath, to tell Aunt Milia
what had happened,

C“That’s God talkin’ to you,” she said, She toid him fo
gb away by himself and pray. She.said that although he
could not ses God, yet God could hear him, and would make
him good, as he wanted to be. Poor little boy, he had no
one to teach him about Jesus. But he did as Auni Milla
told him, and sought until he found his Saviour, Then he
went to his little mate, Julie, and they prayed together.

Two of his master's nleces taught them how to sing a
hymn heginning, “My Saviour, my almighty Friend"
These two little boys knew very little about the Bible and
about heaven; but they knew that Jesus loved them, and
thiat they were happy, and they wanted to tell others ahout
it. So they started evening prayer mestings in the little
log cabin.

Philip’s master was very angry about this. He thought
his men would not work so hard if they went to these meei-
langs., Omne day, he called the boy to him, and told him that
if he did not stop this singing and praying, he would whip
him to death. But Philip sald: “ Oh, no, Y can’t stop prayin’
te Jesus., He's so good to poor me!” After that, though,
they held their meetings in a deep ravine a quarter of a
mlie away, but at last Master Malachi sent a man to watch
them, and he found out what they were doing,

Early the next morning he sent for Julle and Philip.
‘When they came in sight of the yard, they saw two ropes
hanging to a big tree. It was too late to try to turn to the
woods,

“Now,” sald the master as the boys stood trembling be-
fore him, “ you've got to die or stop this praying; wili vou
stop? ™

“ 0 massa, do please let me pray to God, do please!” gaid
little Philip. ’

He was tied to the tree, and given twenty lashes with a
big whip, and twenty strokes with a paddle bored full of
holes, each hole drawing a blister at every stroke.

The master then turned to Julle, who gave him the same
answer that Philip had; .and he was given the same punish-

ment, Ail the time the boys were praylng for each other
and for themselves, that Jesus would help them to be strong
to bear the pain,

Again the master asied Philip if he would stop.

0 masga, do please let me pray to God; he is so good!”

Again he wag whipped as before. Then the master or-.
dered Julie whipped again and sent homse, saying that the
next time he was caught praying he shouid be whipped to
death, But as Philip was the one to start the praying, the
master said he shouid be whipped to death right then.

Little Philip expected to die, but he prayed all the time
that Jesus would be near him and heip him to bhear the
terrible pain for his sake; and he said, ¥ I felt him iike he
was by my side”” He never knew how long he was whipped;
but when he came to himself, he was lying on the ground,
weak and faint, and the pain was 8o bad! But he asked
Jesus to give him strength to walk, and by and by he man-
aged to get up on his feet and stagger out of the vard. Julie
was waiting for him, and together they went back to the
eabing, One kind cld mammy oiled thelr backs, and put
soft cloths over the cuts.

A few days after this, Master Malachi again sent for
Phillp, He was sure his magter would kill him this time;
but he made up his mind te stand fivm for Jesus, what-
ever might happen. But ingiead, to Philip's surprise, his
master said: “ Well, preacher, if you are bound to preach,
you shall preach, I am going to have a puipit built, and we
wiil have a hig meeting and hear the big preacher.” IHisg
master did that to make sport of him and te see if that
would not gtop his praying.

Philip and Julie prayed about the matter, and asked the
Lord to send a minister to preach at that meeting. Night
after night, they visited the differsnt plantations, trying to
goet some Christian man or woman to promise to preach; but
no one would do it, because every one knew that Master
Majachl wonid oniy make fun of him.

Finally the pulpit was built, and the people gathered and
filled the whoele yard on Sunday morning, At eleven o’clock,
Magter Malachi came to the door with hig armechair, and sat
down with his family Bible In his lap, and said, “ Come on,
preacher. Go to your pulpit,”

Phiiip asked Julie to go up with him and help him sing,
“My Saviour, my aimighty Friend.,” Though lttle Philip
was S0 weak from loss of blgod that he could hardly walk
up the steps, once up there he feit stronger, and together
they sang so lond and clear that every one in that whoie
yard could hear them.

Before they had finished the hymn, a strange thing hap-
pened. The people began to pray and ¢ry and confess their
sins, The Lord took charge of the meeting, and Philip did
not have to do any preaching, Higs master went Inside and
shut the doer, so hs could not hear all the people pray.

All day and ali night the people stayed there, seeking the
Lord; and Philip and Julie went from one to another, pray-
ing with them, and helping them to find their Savigur. Be-
fore mornhing, twenty-three pevsons had g“lven their hearts
t0 the Lord.

Do you not think these twao litile hoys were happy? How
glad they must have been to think they bad heen irue to
their Saviour, even though they had to suffer for it!

The next morning, the master cailed Phillp, and said,
“ Phil, my boy, you may preach, pray, and sing as much as
you please, and go where you please, and you shall never be
hit another lick go long as I live.”

“Thanky, Massa Malachi; God bless you, massa,” said
little Philip; and be praised God for softening his master’s
heart. Master Malachi never allowed one of hig slaves to he
punished after that.

Tha evening prayer meetings in the cabins went on as be-
fere; and in one year, seventy-three persons on that plan-
tation were converted. God can do wonderful things
through hig humblest children if they will only be faithfui
te him.— ddapted,

Does 1920 count one more year for Jesus?
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Deveotional Meeting for December 25

Senfor and Junior

Subject: Look for the Waymarks-— This is Missions Sur-
vey day. We hope your committee hag a thrllllng mission
program ready. Hvery day the signs of the end are thick-
ening around us. Every week come reports in the Review
and other papers telling us how rapidly Matthew 24: 14 is
being fulfilled. What splendid reports we do get from the
regions beyond!

But aside from the good material gathered by your com-
mittee, there comes to you a specml message from Elder
Spicer, who kesps kis eyves on the regions beyond and is ever
on the lookout for young men and women who will say,
You will welcome this message.
But do nol forget to pray that it may touch the hearts of
your young people in a strong and definite way.

Looking Backwerd— As announced in the September
Gazerre, it is plauned that part of this meeting shall be
given to society work and plans, Introduce this part of your
program with a fiveminute talk on *Looking Backward.”
This talk should be a brief survey of what the society has
done during the year that is Just closing.

My Decision.— Plan your program so as to have time for
a food consecration service. Surely if your young people
have caught a giimpse of the waymarks and realize where
we are, thoy will wish io reconsecrate themselves for serv-
jce. Place these questiong on the hoard:

What has your religion meant to you this year?

Have you made definite progress?

Where have you stumbied?

What victories wili you praise God tor today?

How mahy persons have you jed to Jesus this year?

Have you been faithful in your devotions?

Can the Master count on your helping him during 19217

Agk all to study these questions and to answer the first
and the lagt (and others if they degire) in the social
meeting.

Can the Master Count on You for 1921?

§600,600 worth of publications,

Special Junior Note

Aside from the incidents which may be gleaned from the
Beview and from Wider Spicer’s article for an interesting
Junior program, there will be a mission story in the In-
structor of December 14 or 21, in the section * Just for the
Juniors,” Do not, however, prolong this part of the pro-
gram at the sxpense of the other. The closing days of 1520
should not slip by without gwlng their message to each
boy and girl, a message of victory in some ways, perhaps of
defeat in others, but a message of new determination and
high resolve to all

In Regions Beyond
(Brief survey of flelds outside North Ameriea for 1820)
Europe

Ix the roll call of the continents we naturally begin with
Burope. There it was that the first overseas work was done
when the cauge of the third angel’s message had gathored
strength in North America.

Interesting it i& to recall that Just over fifty years ago
this year a young Swisg from Hurope, James Erzenberger,
came to America as a messenger from a little group of Sab-
bath keepers in Switzerland and along the Rhine, in western
Germany, who had heard that there was a Sabhath-keeping
body of Adventists in this land. He came to plead for work-
ers to be sent to Emrope. Out of this young man’s plea,
came the first efforts of this people to go to other lands
with the message.

Fifty years have passed, and today we have in Europe
about 50,000 beiievers, representing an average growth of
one thousand a year for the whole period. Exact figures
are not possible yet, ag Russia is still ecut off from com-
munication.

The young man who was pleading for Hurope in 1863-70
gave this fifty years to faithful gervice; and only this year
Hlder Erzenberger ~— Father ” Krzenberger as they call him
over there—— lay down in hope, to await the Saviour whose
coming he had proclalmed. What changes he had seen!
ow, they told us at the recent Huropean Council, believers
are belng baptized at the rate of from 6,000 to 8,000 a year.
When the Great War broke, it seemed ai first thai prog-
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ress wowid be well-nigh stopped in Rurope by the breaking
up of all normal conditions. But we have iearned that God
carries forward his work despite conditions on earth. We
find about 20,000 more believers now con that continent than
we had at the heginning of the war,

True, difficulties have confronted the worl. Now the fieid
ig being reorganized. New countries have come into being,
and new union and local conferences have had to be formed.
Rumania is a union, with wpwards of 2,000 believers, New
(zecho-Slovakia is a union. Poland and Juge-Slavla are new
fields, with probably a thousand believers in Poland and
some hundreds in Jugo-Slavia.

Think what it means when it is voted, as in the recent
couneil in Ziirich, Switzerland, to start printing plants “in
Jugo-8lavia, Rumaria, Czecho-Slpvakia, Poland, Esthonia,
Lettonia, the Levant, Hungary, Bulgaria, and Holland.”
From every part the workers reported the people * hungry ”
for the books and papers bearing the message. In Britain
and Seandinavia and in Germany sales have been far above
pre-war years. With lack of food and with the financial
system of the country disorganized in 1919, the first year
foilowing the war, the Hamburg Publishing House sold
It seems impossible! But
such is the power of God in the message that now must
quickly go. ‘

The re-establishment of the Latin school for training
workers for all Latin Eurcpe is one of the big things for
1920, smail though the beginnings of the school may be.
More workers must be secured for France, Spain, Italy, and
other Latin fields,

Africa

The Mission Board has had a hard experience in getiing
permiis for workexs to enter Africa, owing to post-war con-
ditions. Africa had calied and called, and thankful have ail
been for a few workers semt in during 1920. The young
people’s societies are asked ig pray cbn«tinual}y that doors
of entrance may be opened. Ag “the time-of the end cama
—-the time when the work of modern missions was to begin,
in harmony with the prophecy of Daniel 12: 4 — there were
no gocieties in America to send out missionaries. Then it
was that those few young men of Williams College, Mass.,
began to pray for God fo make a way: aud he did. To our
young people, especizally, comes the call to go to every tribe
and tongue in the great mission-field continents. Pray for
God to make ways. )

But Africa has not stood still. We have marveled to hear
of the forward movements. Lack of new recruits was ex-
pected {0 delay opening the Kongo country. But workers
have gone in, and there we are at Iast, in the Kongo ahove
the Rhodesian border. A new people have been added to
our list along the Transvaal border near Bechuanaland.
Through a native Christian, whom the L.ord has marvelously
healed, & work was begun in regions about Mafeking, and
io, scores of native Sabbalh keepers await instruction. A
new trihe has been entered — the Basuheas — away in north-
ern Bechuanaland, up the Zambesi from Victoria Falls.
Now for itg colonial work and for the native tongues, the
South African division must plan a new publishing kouse,

Our British brethren hkave re-enforced the British East
Africa Migsion, round the Victorla Nyanza, that. great lake
of Africa. A new party of thirteen has recently gone out
from Engjand. No workers can as yet be sent to the new
East African terriiory, where formerly the German brethren
had migsions. But one of the former missionaries, whose
wife was too i1l to be sent out, still remains, and his reports
show at least hundreds of the converts faithful through all
the years without shepherding, Native teachers have been
allowed recently to siart schools again. Sixteen of the old
schools are again going, and scores of other teachers are at
work on buildings. New converts are being baptized. And
farther east still, the Abyssinian Mission is being reopened.
We must pray for Africa. Elder Badaut, of Mauritius
Island, east of Madagasecar, reports that interested ones in
Madagascar are reprinting some of our literaiure in the
Mplagzasy tongue. Our French brethren are watching for
an opening inte that field from Mauritius.



16 THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE

South America

A thousand baptisme a year the last four years has
brought the membership in South America up to 8,403. It
is & surprige even in the Mission Board offiee to see how
. the work in these Catholle countries has grown., Both in
Buenog Aires, the center for the Spanishspeaking countries,
" and in Bragzil, which is a Poriuguesespeaking country, the
gsmali publishing houses simply must be enlarged somshow
to provide the books demanded, TUp among the wilds round
Lake Titicaca more than 2,000 Indians have been baptized,
about 500 of them the last year. Stili the calis come more
earnestiy than ever. Forty places now want schools. If
- only the means can be found, we shall want numberg of

young pecple in 1921 ad recruits for this feld, Two young

ordained ministers are wanted now, 1n 1920, for Peru and
Bolivia,

Asia

Asia — Mother Asia ”-—ig gtill the greatest field of all;
haif the world to be reached there. The South Asian Divigion
reports an increase of 57 per cent in membership in three
" years. They say the barriers are broken through, and con-
verts are responding. How earnestly they plead for move
workers — young people who have had some conference ex-
perience, who love this tyuth! Pray God to lay the burden
on Such., It takes eight monts or more to get a pormit;
go the Board must plan we¢ll ahead. The Mission Board
is ghort eleven workers in supplying callg for 1920 — three
ordained ministers for executive work, and eight evangel
istic couples to iearn languages. That is how India looks
at this moment. .

The Far Wast—the most popuious division-— has not
been able to oper much new work, A good number of new
workers have gone im, Twehty years ago we had no work
on the mainland, and out a handful of helievers in Japan.
All the Far Eastern Divizion is a blank besides, save for
Brother LaRue's worlkt on the ships in Hongkong, Twenty
years have passedr and now what? In one year, 1919, more
than one thousand converis were baptized in the divigion.
China has suffered revolutionary activity in almost every
part. ‘Workers have had to go in and out among armed
bands. But they have kKept the work moving. They will
call for wnore helpers for 1921, young evangelists, teachers
with the evangelistie spirit. A gchool for the children of
migsionaries is being established in Shanghal. We thank
God for it; for the missionary children of the Far Hasi,
growing up with the language learned i childhood, must
have their chance for a Christian education.

All the World
The Pacific Islands, mainly worked by Ausiralasia, the
other island fields, and the North Latin countries of Amer-
jea will call for workers from every home base, All the
world is needier in 1920 than ever before, judging by the
earnestness of the calls. Pray to the Lord of the harvest
for it al. ’ * W. A. Spices.

Missionary Volunteer Programs for
Advanced Schools

For Week Ending December 4
Subject: Persongl Devotion.
" Heart religion, not mere profession, counts. We need to
be washed white, not whitewaghed. What a man 4s counts
for more than what he says. “ How can I listen to what
you say, when what you do keepa thundering in my ears?”

«Tive go that those who know you but do not know Him .

will want to know fhim, because they know you.” Helpful
thoughts along this lineg may be found in “Testimonies for
the Chureh,” Volume IX. Dages 21-24, and “The Ministry
of Healing,” pages 469-472,

! Without breath and food we die. Prayer is the breath of
the soul. The word of God ig the bread of iife. Daily
prayer and Bibie’study will help to-anchor the soul. The
ohject of this program is to stréss the Morning Walch and
the Rible Year. Helpful material may be found in the reg-
ular program for this date. It is suggested that this pro-
gram be given largely into the hands of the devotional gec-
retary te be worked out. A supply of Morning Watch Cal-
endars for 1921 should be on hand at the school supply
agency s0 that they may be secured while the interest is

keen. A supply of Bible Year Enrolment Blanks ghould he
passec} out at the close of the meesting to all who will enroil.

For Weck Ending Pecember 11
Subject: The Greatest Power in the Undverse,

The greatest power in the universe ig not cohesion or
gravitation, not steam or electricity, not wealth or fame,"
not even faith or hope — but L-O0-V-E. * Now abideth faith,
hope, and love, these three; but the greatest of these is
love,” 1 Cor. 13: 13. Use such texts as John 3: 16, Reve-
lation 1: 5; 1 John 4: 7-11; 3: 1-3; 2: 5, “ Steps to Christ,”
chapter 1, alge is suggested. Many personal ilustrations of
filial iove will come to mind. The regular program for the
day is baged on 1 Corinthians 13, This program may well
lead into a conhsecration service. Do not fail to call for re-
ports from individual members as well a8 from band lead-
ers. Do not make it appear from the published reports that
our school societies are inactive. All missionary activities
should be conducted through the channel of the society and
be reported to this organization,

For Week Ending December 18
Subject: Adding Up the Evidence.

Scriptural evidences in proof of the soundness of the doe-
trines held by Seventh-day Adventists may be produced by
different members, each taking a topic, as the second coming
of Christ, the Sabbath, the resurrection, ete, and giving
three or four proof texts. Review present worid conditions,
See “ Testimonies for the Church,” Volume IX, page 11,
first three paragraphs, and page 17, flrst paragraph. Cite
Matthew 24: 14 a8 a sign. Give strikinhg notes of progress
in the onward march of the message. For exampie: Litera-
ture gaies in 1919, $5,250,000. In Germany, in spite of war’s
devastation, $600,000 worth last year., In Ruvope, 40,000
Sabbath keepars at the outhreak of the World War. Instead
of the work’s going to pieces during that baptism of fire,
10,000 bellevers wero added to the church gver there. At
thiz writing, September 15, nearly two hundred mission-
arieg have already left the shores of the homeland in 1920.
This number is nearly twice as many as were sent out in
ail of 191%. Time alone will limit adding evidence to evi-
dence, showing the prospering hand of God in the onward
march of the message., Make this program pregnant with
life, enthusiasm, and optimism. Sece that the executive com-
mittee lays broad plans which will enlist the aclivities of
every Missionary Volunteer. Then see that these are falth-
fully reported. T

For Weok Ending December 25

Subject: Retrospect and Prospect.

Let officers and members alike pause and take inventory.
What is the pulse of your conscience? Gilanca backward.
Vietories or defeats? How much territory has been wrested
from the hands of the enemy during the year? Are you
nearer God than you were one Year agoe? You are nearer
eternity. Do not look backward too long. “ Forgetting the
things which ave hehind, . . . press toward the prize.” Tha
old-year book is about to be cloged. Its reccrd may not be
changed. "What shall be entered upon the pages of the new-
vear bock? Each Missionary Volunteer must decide. At
this time, the iast Sabbath in the old year, 1ot an earnest
consecration service be held. Cali for those who desire a
closer walk with God. Invite those who may not have
known Jesus as a persenal friend, to come to him. The
call to consecration ieads to personal surrender and the
yvielding of every cherished plan to follow God’'s biue print.
He may call to India, to China, to Alrica, to South America.
Who will answer the call? See Elder Spicer’s article in
regular program.

‘Whao will conscientiously, in the fear of God, subscribe to
the following, making it his program for 1921?

Realizing that time iz shovt and that I need all the help.
I can posgsibly derive from a definite understanding of my
persenal relationghip to God, I purpose that the year 1921
ghall mark the beginning of a deeper consecration in my
{ife, and to this end I have determined —-

1. To hreak away each day from the presence of men,
and to spend some tlme unhurriedly, alone with God, In
meditation and intercession.

2, To seck oarnestly to know the will of God for me,
and not disappoint him or keep him waiting, but to respond
pramptly to his voice. .

3. T'o maintain conversation on a high level, refusing to
descend to silly, trifiing, idle, or sentimeantal talk, or to
faulifinding or personal criticism,

4. To be thorough and unsparing in dealing with my sing
and shortcomings, and to seek God tiil I am conscious of
victory in Christ over every known sin.

8. To give myself to the Lord for gervice and to be more
concerned about gaving and encouraging others than in hav-
ing a good time myself. -

6. To 1ay all my plans for the future at the feet of Christ,
to glve them up or carry them out as he directs.

' 2. A, RUsSEIL,
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