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Sabbaths with Special Offerings During 1922

Mareh £ . i ie e Religious Libertiy
APril 8 L e Rural Schools
July 15 i s Midsummer, for Missions
Qctober T .. .oiiuiannnn-. Worle for the Colored People

Deeember 16 Annual, for Missions

Special Programs

Ja‘nuary 14 oo Missionalry Volunteer Day
June 10 .. e e Medical Day
August 12 L. e Educational Day

December 9-16 ‘Week of Prayer

Regular Programs
Missionary Reading in inlerest of missions every third
Gabbath each month (excepl December), First Sabbath
sgeh month, Home Missionary serviee.

© “Lay Hands Snddenly on No Man ™

Tueset words of counsel primarily refer, mo doubt,.to
setting apart one by ordinalion, as an elder or some other
officer to serve in the church. Iy the raiging up of churches
it was found by experience that a little time was needed to
demonstrate who would be best sniled te minister spiritual
food, and in other ways serve the flock, In writing Lo Tim.
othy, the apostle Paul said:

“Tay hands suddenly on 1o man, neither be partaker of
other men’s sing: keep thyself pure.” 1 Tim, 5: 22.

Ag this instruction relates lo selecting men lo teach in
the church, we wish to tale this principle a siep farther as
‘applying with equal force to elders or leaders of our
churches in laying hands suddenly, using this same phrase-
ology, upon some olle who 1% a stranger to them who may
appear at the church with a desire to deliver some vory im-
portani Message, as he counts it, to the liltle flock. Often
gsuch a one not only claims te be a good Seventh-day Ad-
ventist, but also holds that he is in advance of ilie main body,
and tlherefere ghould have an opportunity to bring the
hrethren and sisters into !ine with this advance movement
which he is earnestly advocating.

Church elders shonld be on guard against such, It will be
mruch easier 1o keep oul extreme views and fhnaticism than
it will be to rooi oul the 1ares and thisiles sown in the church
after such a one has been let in,

“Lay hands suddenly on no man.” In olher words, put
confidence guddenly in no'stranger kmnocking for admittance
as a teacher of the floek. Wail, Find oul whe he 18, and
the nalure of his message. Agk to see his_ credentials,
Better be sure veforehand than sorry afterward, All our

aceredited laborers are provided with credentials or papers
of some kind by the conference where they labor and are
known, It i5 no insult for the elder to ask one who is a
siranger to him to show thege papers, This is one of fhe
purposes for which they are issued. Any reliable worker
will fake no offense at being asked to present his credentials
where he is not known. If he cannot produce such papers,
the burdeén is his, not that of the church slder, o prove why
he should be recognized as a teacher at all, If his burden is
of the Liord, it will not spoil, Take time to write your con-
ference presideni for counsel. He may know this person
who is a stranger to you, and know of his work and influence
elsewhere. And when you get his letter, you may have
reagon {o rejoice that you waited. God’s counsel, “ Lay
hands suddenly on no man,” is safe anyhow. We believe
this truly includes taking in strangers in so important a
matter as that of feeding.the flock spiritual food.

Another word of caution to which may be applied this
same scripture, we believe, is pertinent here. Qur church
officers should be careful to lay hands suddenly upon no one
claiming 1o be a prophet of God. There are false prophets
today, as there were in the days of ancient Israel. We are
in the perils of the last days, God gave this people a {rue
nessenger, one who for years faithfully delivered God’s
messages to the church, and these messages have been writ-
ten out. They cover practically every phase of Christian ex- -
perience through which one is called to pags, This instruc-
tion should be studied and heeded. God gave lhe church
plenty of evidence in the manifestation of this gift, that He
it was whe was using this instrumeni. While we cannot
say that no ccecasion will ever arise in the fuiure in the cause
of God when He may call into exercise this gift, it is, we
believe, safe to say that such an experience will be accom-
panied by genuine evidenee,— in other words, by the presen-
tation of divine credentials,— so that all will lpow the
messenger ig truly sent of God. There will be no mystery
about o important a feature as this; Bible texts will prove
the work genuine. We are expressly charged: “ Believe mog
every spirit, but #ry the spirits whether they he of God.”
1 John 4: L .

How arc we 1o “try 7 the spirits? Surely not by our own
finite judgment, for we all are easily deceived. FHow then?
We are to try them by Lthe Word, The Bible gives three tests
for a true prophet:

1. What he predicts will not contradiet the plain teach
ing of God's word., And, further, events foretoid must come
to pass when the time spoken of is fulfilled. Dent. 13: 1-3;
18; 22,

2. In vision, life continues although there is no breath in.
ihe body. Dan. 10: 1, 5-9, 14, 17.

3. In vision, the prophet’s eves are open. Num, 24: 3, 4,

We believer God will see to it that no false Drophet shall
he able tc pass suceessflilly these three tests provided us in
the Word, even as Satan will not be allowed te counterfeit
the manner of the coming of the Son of man, Therefore,
with this plain instruction before us, surely there awill rest
no condemnation or censure from God upen any one for
questioning wheiher every one who arises and sets himgelf
or herself forth as a prophet of Ged, is really sent by Him,
or for requiring divine credentials {o be presented before
Lielieving...

Then, further, in this connection it should be mentioned
that the Lord sets forth in His woerd the fact that careful
gtudy should be given the fruits borne. This invelves algo
the taking of time te investigate. What is the influence of
the work of this cne elaiming authority te speak for God,
or of any other sirange meovement ariging? Does it draw
away fromn the body of this movement, the third angel's
message? Are railing aceusalions brought againgt the lead-
erg in this movement? Is this the undercurrent of this new

.
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development? Then beware. Take counsel.. The leaders
may have carefully tested, without prejudice, this very work,
g0 new to you, and found it wanting. Their words of coun-
sel may be of value to you-— unless you entertain the spirit
that you are able to reach your own conclusions without
help from your brethren.

“mhose who start up to proclaim a message on their own
individual responsibility, who while clajming to he taught
and led of God, stiil make it their special work to tear down
that which God has been for years building up, are not
doing the will of God. Be it known that these men are on
the side of the great deceiver [italics curs]. Believe them
not., They are allying themselves with the enemies of God
and the truth, They will deride the order of the ministry
as a system of priesteraft. From such turn away, have no
fellowship with their message, however much they may
quote the Testimonies and seek to intrench themselves be-
hind them. Receive them not; for God has not given them
this work to do.” — Mrs, K. G. White, in Review and Herald,
Nept. 5, 1893,

“Jod is not the author of confusion, but of peace. But
Satan 1s a vigilant, unsleeping foe, ever at work upon hu-
man minds, seeking a soil in which he can sow hig tares.
If he finds any whom he can press into his service, he will
sugegest ideas and false theories, and make them zealous in
advocating error. The trulh not only converts, but works
the purification of its receiver. Jesus has warned us to be-
ware of false teachers, From the beginning of our work,
men have arisen from time to time, advocating theories that
were new and startling. But if those who claim to believe
the truth, would go to those who have had experience, would
2o to the word of God in a teachable, humble spirit, and ex-
amine their theories in the light of truth, and with the aid
of the brethren who have been diligent Bible students, and
at the same time make supplication unto God, asking, Is
this the way of the Lord, or is it a false path in which
Satan would lead me [italics ours], they would receive
© light, and would escape out of the net of the fowler.” —
Id,, Sept. 12, 1893,

“YTay hands suddernly on no man,” is (fod’s counsel here
also regarding strange movements which arise ameong us.

Shall we not heed it? T, E. L.

Unfaithfulness of the Church Treasurer Mustrated

“MogrEpVER It Is required in stewards, that a man be
found faithful.,” 1 Cor.4:2. An individual selected to the
position of church treasurer, should certainly bhave heen
found to he a “faithful” person in all his previous trans-
actions as an individual and as a business man., One
whosge past record reveals unfaithfulness, would certainly
not be chosen for this responsible and sacred work, unless
there had been genuine repentance, a real conversion, and
the restitution of any misappropriated funds.

 “Faithful! ¥ How much this word comprehends, espe-
cially in these times when so many twists and turng are
considered proper in the bosiness world,

_As lay members we pay our tithe, and give our offerings
t0 missions through the various channels in church, Sab-
bath school, church missionary and Missionary WVolunteer
focieties, ag the calls come. Money is paid in with perfect
confidence that it will reach the destination to which It ig
given,

To filustrate the temptation that comes to the unfaithful
treasurer, let us look at this picture. The treasurer is con-
fronted with local demands,— it may be rent due for the
building that is being used; payment of the winter's coal
hill may be urged; there may be repairs to be made on the
building; or it may be some other imperative need for
money,— but there is no money in hand to meet them.
What shall he do? “These bills must be paid,” he reasgons.
He looks at his chureh hank account and finds it shows quite
a gum to hig credit. He knows 1t ig “trust money ' to be
sent the conference at the end of the month. Shall he draw
on it for this emergency? He argues that the offerings be-
fore the close of the monih will more than make up what
he needs to borrow, He yields to the temptation., It ig the
eagiest way out of the difficulty for the time being gt least.
The funds, however, do not come in go readily as he ax-
pected, and at the end of the month he finds himself in con-
siderable embarrassment, not having sufficient funds on hand
to remit to the conference treagurer. Months pass, other

local bills fall due, the process is repeated, and an unfalthful
gteward hecomesg fully developed.

When the church members learn of the condition of the
treasury, they feel hurt that their money was not used as
they intended. Further discouragement comes in. The of-
ferings to missions begin to drop, the local church offerings
for expense fali off. Soon the members begin to think they
cannot afford to support a church school. The teacher be-
comes discouraged, the students lose heart, and the teacher
gives up in discouragement. The huilding iz not kept in
good repair. It is not comfortable during the eold winter
months, The attendance drops off week by week. Things
go from bad to worse. Members begin to move to other
places, and some drep out entirely. *Ichahod ” is wrilten
over the chureh door. Thig is surely a sad picture, but the ~
heginning of it all was the unfaithfuiness of the person se-
lected to guard the church finances.

Let us turn the blackboard around and draw another pic-
iure of this same church as it might have been had this
steward been faithful. He would have called a special meet-
ing of the church when these first local expense bills were
falling due. As he presented the matter fully and faithfully
to them, they would have responded readily by giving Lheir
means to meet the hills, and their time and strength to re-
pair the house of the Lord, All would have felt it a privi-
lege to work for the upkeep and upbuilding of their beloved
church, The special effort would have bound them cloger
together in the great relationship of the family of God.
Their children would have been more precioug to them.
No thought of ever heing without a church school would
have come into mind. Their neighborg would have felt the
infiluence of the strong tie that bound the members together.
Their zeal and love for the Master would have been recog-
nized, and some would have said, “ Thy people shall be my
people, and thy God my God.”

Truly, faithfulness is one of the greatest essentials on the
part of church officers, one and all. Such will soon hear the
blegsed words of the Saviour, “Well done, good and faith-
ful servant; . enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”

Lizzie M. GrEca.

Torento, Ontario.

[When the church members learn that their treasurer has
used trust funds to supply local demands, we suggest that
the proper thing for the officers to do would be to call a
mesting of the church and correct matters, by replacing the
money, or elect a new treasurer. A bad condition should not
be allowed to develop that will involve the prosperity of the
whole church. The audit of the church treasurer's books at
least once a year, and financial statements rendered the
church quarterly, should be able to detect whaether faithful-
ness or unfaithfulness marks the work of the treasurer in
the handling of trust funds.— Ep.]

Special Notice to Church Officers

A New Home Missionary Pamphict.— A pamphlet entitled,
“ Home Missionary Recommendations,” is now ready for cir-
culation. We are anxious that every church elder or leader
and every church missionary gecretary shall have a copy,
and have arranged for their distribution through conference
offices. If a copy has not been received at the time. thig
notice appears, write to the Home Missionary Depart{ment,
General Conference, Takoma Park, D. C. The pamphlets
are free, and are designed to acquaint church officers with
the working policies of the Home Missionary Department, in
a definite and permanent manner,

The Home Missionary Wall Calendar for 1922— For the
promotion of church work in general, and pf Home Mig.
sionary work in particular, thig calendar should be in every
Seventh-déy Allventist home, 1t would take many volumes
of denominational! literature to furnish the iuformation
which this calendar conveys for the small sum of 25 cents,
If your church homes are not supplied with the calendar,
place a copy on display at the chireh and urge that orders
be handed in to the church missionary secretary at omnce,
Orders are filled through the iract society, :

GENERAL CoNFERENCE Home MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT,
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Pome Missinnary Department

GREATEST ASSET OF THE CHURCH —
THE CHRISTIAN HOME

Suggestive Program for the First Sabbath
' Home Missionary Service

(1o be held January V)
OPENING Soxng: “ Another Year,” “ Christ in Song,” No. 8§22,
Secripture Lesson: The Family in God’s Plan. Jer. 31:1;

Gen. 12: 1-8; 18: 16-20; HEph. 3: 15; Jer. 10: 25,

Prayer. .
Testimony Study: The Chrigtian Home.
Special Music: (No. 70, “ Christ in Song,” as a duetf.)
Presentation of Theme: The Greatest Asset of the Church.
Sentence Prayer of Consecration.
Missionary Offering.
Closing Song: “ His Way with Thee,” “ C. in 8., No. 58.
Benediction,

Note to the Leaders?

That this first Sabbath of the new year may be the begin-
ning of a reformation in Seventh.day Adventist homes, to
the end that they may more effectively be beacon lights in
the world In thig last hoin of earth’s history, is the earnest
hope of the leaders in the Home Missionary Department. A
large task lies before the church to be accomplished during
192% —a task which demands every available resource.
Seventh-day Adventist homes are the greatest asset to the
church; and the work of the Layman's Missionary Movement
can succeed only as it is based upon the adoption of divine
principles in the home, from which there shall radiate spirit-
ual lfe and vitality to strengthen the cause of God in all
lines, Let us seek for a readjustment of tangled and un-
harmonious home conditions. Let Christian fathers and
mothers make a cloger hedge of defense around the boys
and girls in their ¢wn homes and around those without pa-
rental protection. It is time for true fathers and mothers in
Israel to come into their appointed heritage as stewards of
God. None can effectively work for others when the influ-
ence of the home counteracts the Christian service rendered.

We know that a burden of fron weight rests upon the
hearts of many Seventh-day Adventist parenis whose chil-
dren have not entered with them into the blesSed hope, or
have drifted away from the influence of ecarly training.
“ Bear ye one another's burdens,” is a divine command. A
bond of Christian feilowship should bind every Seventh-day
Adventist home throughout the world, and sueh a volume of
prayer should constantly ascend from these homes that the
inroads of the enemy nupon the youth ghall be checked, be-
cause ‘“the Spirit of the TLord shall .lift up a standard
_against him” In unity there is strength.

In behalfl of the cause of temperance, the “ white ribbon-
ers” of the world adopted the *“noontide hour of prayer.”
At the striking of twelve, noon, in any part of the world,
tomperance workers devote a momient to silent prayer in
behalf of the victory of their cause and the comfort of those
who are suffering the effects of the curge, Why may not
Seventh-day Adventist parents, and all who are touched by
the parent®’ burden, appropriately unite in prayer at noon
the world around, tor the success of the task assigned those
who have been separated from the world by the third angel's
mesgsage”?

GENERAL CoRFERUNCR HoME MISSIoNARY DREPARTMERT.

The Greatest Asset of the Church — the
’ Christian Home

THERE i8 one objective toward which Seventh-day Ad-
ventists are hending their energies, and which they hope to
see accomplished before many more years shall pass. That
objective s the finishing of the work., For more than sev-
enty years we have been journeying toward the heavenly
Canaan, and at this hour conditions in the world about us
present most convineing evidence that the end Is near.
These are the days that are to try men’s souls, and when the
taith of this people will be put to the test. It is a time, too,
when we must study seriously the work which God has given
us to do, and the strength of the resources and facilities
provided for itg sugcessfnl accomplishment.

1 fpecial Notice.— Since the preparation of this program, Sabbath,
January 7, has been set as a day of fasting and prayer, and a spet:.ial
program has been provided by the General Conference for the morning
gervice, The usual First Sabbath missionary sexvice should be held Szalb-
bath afterncon or evening. The influence of our homes and the home life
may well be given special attention on this day, when God's children will

be seeking for g deeper Ch;‘istian experience agnd a more complele sur-
vender for the speedy finishing of our world task.

In His merciful providence God has provided many facili-
ties for carrying the gospel to the ends of the earth, Vari-
ous institutions have been established in all parts of the
world, including publishing houses, sanitariums, and schools.
These institutions have come to oceupy a very important
place in the progress of the Advent Movement, in that they
constitute the base of supplies for the operations at’ the
battle front. OQur academies and colleges have become 4
base of supplies in furnisking scores and hundreds of young
people for faithful, active service in all parts of the world
field. The sanitartums which have been established through-
out the field, are furnishing every year laborers who are
filling their place in the medical missionary program of this
people. Our publishing houses, too, are furnishing message-
filted literature in many varieties and languages for use all
along the great world-wide battle line of the church, Thus
weé have come to recognize these institutions as constituting,
in an essential sense, the base of supplies for the advance-
ment of the third angel’s message into all the world.

The institutions here mentioned, however, are not the
only agencies provided, in the order of Providence, for the
finighing of the work. There are stil} other institutions,
somewhat negiected during recent years, which the Lord
has ordained as the fountainhead of the stream of facilities
for the triumph of the gospel. We refer especially to the
local church and also the Chrigtian home. These neglected
ingtitutions are the foundation upon which we build the
great superstruciure of onr world-wide organization, and it
is fundamental to the suceess of the work of God that we
put forth every possible effort to make them all that God
has designed they should he. In this study we purpose to
give some consideration to the Christian home as the most
valuable asset of the church in the progress of the gospel.

The Lesson of an Ancient Tragedy

There ig a bit of tragic history connected with the experi-
ence of the people of God in ancient times, that furnishes
«a wonderful lesson for ug today. During the reign of Heze-
kiah as king of Judah, the king of Babylon sent letters and
ambasgsadors to him, “for he had heard that Hezekiah had
been gick.”

“ Hezekiah hearkened unto them, and showed them all
the house of his precious things, the siiver, and the gold,
and the spices, and the precious ointment, and all the house
of his armor, and all that was found in his treasures: there
wag nothing in kis house, nor in all Liis dominion, that Heze-
kiah showed them not”” 2 Kings 20; 13.

Ag soon as the ambassadors from Babylon left Hezekiah, |

the prophet Isaiah appeared upon the scene. He inquired
of Hezekiah concerning the men who had come, and the
purpose of their mission. Hezekiah's sad mistake lay in the
fact that he had shown the ambassadors the riches of his
kingdom, but had neglected to tell them about the God of
heaven, and the glories of His kingdom. Had Hezekiah em-
braced the opportunity that came to him on this occasion,

* it would have been posgible for the representatives of a

heathen empire to become acquainted with the light of
truth whichk shone upon Israel’s pathway. The question of
the prophet Isaiah is strikingly significant, and had a most
important bearing upon the mistake of Hezekiah: “ What
have they seen in thine house? And Hezekiah answered,
All the things that are in mine house have they seen: there
ig nothing among my treasures that I have not showed
them.” 2 Kings 20: 15.

“What have they seen in thine house?” This searching
question from the lips of the ancient prophet is egually im-
portant to the people of God today. God designs that every
home where the third angel’s message has transformed the
hearts and molded the lives of His people, should be a
heacon light in a world of darkness. We may ask ourselves
seriously, What does the world see in our homes as the days
go by? Are these homes of ours, scattered over the wide
harvest field, little sanctuaries where fathers and mothers
and children: are offering daily sacrifices of humble hearts
and lives for the servite of Christ? Tke character of our
homes has a very important bearing upon the chureh, and
indirectiy upon the larger circles of organization in the
Advent Movement. )

&

s ]




4 THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE

“The restoration and uplifting of humanity begins in the
home. The work of parents underlies every other. Society
is composed of families, and is what the heads of families
make it. Qut of the heart are ‘the issues of life; ’ and the
heart of the community, of the church, and of the nation,
is the honsehold., The well-being of sociely, the suecesg of
the church, the prosperity of the nation, depend upon home
influences,” — * The Ministry of Healing,” p. 349,

These impressive words from the servant of God help us
to recognize the value of the Chrigtian home in the uplift of
humanity., The influences thrown around the lives of our
young people today, in the environment of their own homes,
will determine their success or failure in the future years.
This principle wag especially emphasized in the experience
of many of our young men who were-called into military
gsarvice during the recent war. 'We recall the struggles of
many of our boys as they stood firmly for principles which
were implanted in their hearts in the environment of Chris-
tiap homes. In many instances they were subjected to se-
vere punishment in various ways. Many who were thus
compelled to pass through severe tests and trials because
of their loyalty to principle, attributed their success to the
influence of Christian parents. On the other hand, many
made shipwreck of their faith, yielding to the unjust de-
mands of those in authority. We are told thal in a little
while we ghall enter upon trouhlous times, when the test
will come to every soul. In the light of the experiences of
the past, it seems quite prohable that the decisions which
many will make will be determined by home influences,

Building the Foundation

Upon the fathers and wmothers in Israel today rests the
solemn responsibility of building the foundation upon
which our world-wide organization rests. It is a momentous
Lagly, freteghted with eternal issuez; and upon a proper un-
dersianding of the principles involved, the success or failure
of the Advent Movemenl depends, In ancient times God

gave His people wounderful prineiples of home Iife which

molded the iife, habits, and customs of the chosen people.
These principles were to make them “ the head and not the
taily” and were to establish them permanenily in the land
of Canaan, Just as long as the home life of God’s ancient
people was patterned aiter the divine principles, {here was
prosperity in their borders. On the other hand, distress
and digaster came when the home life became decadent,

Some of the beacon lightg of aneient times present to us
the results of conformity to the divine plan. The records
of Biblical history tell of young men from Jewish homes
who occupied positions of prominence among the nalions
of the ancient world. Leaders, statesmen, and prophets ave
included in the list of those who came from Jewish homes
where heavenly principles were the dominant factor, The
destinies of nations hung on their word, and their influence
was felt in times of crisis.

The foundation upon which aneient Israel huili is of egual
valune and -importauce ftoday., It will be helpful in these
days of peril which have come upon the world, to study
briefly some of the fundamentals which contribnie to the
making of Christian homes,

ﬂepotion.‘-— The Spirit of Christ should reign supreme
upon the aliar of every home. This is fundamental to sue-
ce3s in home-making. When parents and children are liv-
ing the daily life of devollon, many of the ills of domestic
lite will be counteracted. When the spiritual life of the
home wanes, the forces of the enemny eat like a canker at
the pillars upon which the home is buill, and decay threat-
ens all that makes for life and vitality, The family altar
should ever occupy an important place in the program of the
home, and at no {ime should its spirvilual fires grow dim.

“In every family there should be a4 fixed time for morning
and evening worship, How appropriate it is for parents to
gather their children about themn before the fast is broken,
to thank the heavenly Father for His protection during the
right, and to ask Him for His help and guidance and watch-
care during the day! How fitting, aiso, when evening comes,
for parents and children to gather once more before Him,
and thank Him for the hlessings of the day thal is past! 7
-—* Testimonres,” Vol. VII, p. 43

The impressions of the devotional life made upon the
yvouthful mind through the years, will never be effaced. In
the hours of bitter siruggle the principles thus implanted
in the hearts and lives of our boys and girls, will serve as
an anchor hoth sure and steadfast.

Bducation— “ Life i a training school, from which par-
ents and children are to he graduated to the higher school
in the mansions of God.,”-—* The Ministry of Healing,”
p. 848. EHvery Christian home should be a miniature irain-
ing school, where parents and (;hi]dren study together the
principles of Christian living and service. Moses instructed
the children of Israel to be diligent in teaching the youth
the laws of thelr spiritual and physical being.

“These words, which I command thee this day, shall be
in thine heart: and thou shalt i{each them diligenily unioc
thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in
thine housge, and when thou walkest by the way, and when
thou liest down, and when thou risest up.,” Deut. 6: 6,.7.

The Bible should oceupy first place among the books
studied in ihe home. It is the pure, inexhaustible fountain,
of whose waters we ean drink and never thirst. Ifs papes
contain instruction for every task and problem of life from
beginning to end. It is the spiritual compags which will
determine the pathway of this people to the eity of God.
For every problem in the making of a Christian home, it
has a solution. Its instruction is ahsolutely infallible, and
the ingpiration it Imparts to the home tife will never be
lost.

Service.— The principles- of Christian service constitute
an essential element in the foundation of a Christian home.
Our homes shouid not only he places of devotion for par-
ents and children, but shonld be centers of infiuence from
which the light of truthi will pierce the darkness of a sin-
sick world, and shed rays of lighl and cheer across the path-
way of others who are seeking for light. Parents and chil-
dren should conseerale themselves Lo the service of God, and
put forth every effort possible to win souls to Christ. Just
as they set aside a definite time in the daily routine for de-
votion, so a little time should be planned for some form of
home missionary work. By thus tasting the joy of serviee,
parents and children are linked together in ties which can
never be brokenh. The light of a heavenly Presence will
brighten the pathway of the home life, and lighten the
journey to the heavenly Canaan,

Christian service is the crowning glory of the home, It
is the cutgrowth of a home life that is built wpon heavenly
principles. Without it there is danger thal many will be
nnable to stand in the hours of trial and perplexity that al
ways come with the passing vears. Our greai Leader gde-
signs that our homes should keep the light of truth hurning
in their vieinity, and thus point sin-sick souls to the “ Lamh
of God, which taketh away the gin of the world.”

“Let the lower lights be burning!
Send a gleam across the wave,
Some poor fainting, struggling seamat,
You may rescue, you may sdave.”

Our churches scattered throughont the greal harvest
field, might be compared to the lighthouse lowers, and the
hundreds and thousands of Christian homes to the “lower
lights " along the shore line of gin and suffering. Shall
we not study God’s plang for our homes, and hy His grace,
determine to keep the lights burning along the shore?

May God help His people to attain to perfection in the
standards of Christian living in the home, and thus build
the foundation for success in the Advent Movement, which
ig soon to {riwmph. H. K. CHRISTVAN,

1 —_—————

The Family in God’s Plan
Seed Thoughts for Scripture Tesson

Jer. 31: 1: “ At the same time, saitheihe Lord, will I be
the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be My
neople.”” The family unit is God’s delight. Through the
Chrislian home it {3 possible to portray the divine attrihutes
of His character as in no other way. He wishes i0 be the
“God of all the familes of Israel”
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© 'Gen. 12:1-6; 18:18:20. Abraham was chosen to become
the father of the faithful because he exhibited those sterling
Gualities of fatherhood which made him a “ friend ” of God.
Of him it is written by the pen of inspiration, “ I know him,
that he will command his children and his household after
him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice
and judgment.” Also, “In thee shall all families of the
earth be blessed.” Abrahamic families are needed today.
The promise, * If ye be Chrigt’s, then are ye Ahraham’s seed,
and heirs according to the promise” (Gal. 2: 29), applies
primarily to the family, even though it ig broad enough to
dnclude the fragments of families which, because of the
geparation by gin, must stand alone as monuments to the
saving grace of God,

Eph. 3: 16, God’s plan for the family unit will be fully
carried out in the new earth, When the redeemed gather
around the Pather’s throne, they are known as “ the whole
family in heaven and earth.”

Jer, 10: 25: “Pour out Thy fury upon the heathen that
know Thee noi, and upon the families that call not on Thy
name.” In so-called Christian lands much is said about the
greal need of the heathen, who in their blindness bow down
to wood and stone, and profesged Christians are urged to
meet the need by self-sacrificing effort in their behalf, That
it is a Chrigtian duty to enlighten the heathen, there can be
no doubt, But in this text a striking paralle] is observed.
The fury of Jehovah is bidden to fall * upon the heathen ”
that knov&anot God, and also upon “the families that call
not” on His name., The family that has a knowledge of
CGod and Hig goodness, and fails to acknowledge Him in the
daily affairs of life by conversing with Him through the
medinm of prayer, is in the same ¢lass with the benighted
heathen; and even subject to greater condemnation, for the
Bible says, “To him that knoweth to do good, and deeth
il not, to him it ts sin.” James 4: 17. To conscientiously
bow to idolg of human design is more acceptable than to
dishonor the Creator by wilful negligence in sincere wor-
ship. :

The story is told of a little Japanese girl who came to live
in a Christian home in America. Readily adapting herself
to the strange habits and eustoms of her American bene-
factors, she became a happy member of the family. “But
there is one thing I miss,” she said, “ which makes your
home seem queer to me. You know I have heen with you
to your church, and I have seen you worship your God there.
But I have missed the god in your home. You know, in
Japan, we have a god shelf in every house, with the gods
right there in our homes. Do not any Americans worship
their God in their homes?”

If children from heathen liomes were transplanted into
Seventh-day Adventist homes, would there be any cause for
the same inguiry? Without the protection of the family
altar in the home, the families of modern Igrael, through
whom it is Jdesigned that *“all families of the earth be
blessed,” will fail in their heaven-appointed task to stand
as beacon lighis in the world.

Timely instruction has been given and should be heeded:

“If ever there wag a time when every house ghould be a
house of prayer, il is now. Infidelity and skepticism prevail.
Iniquity abounds. Corruption flows in the vital currenis of
the soul, and rebellion against God breaks oul in the life.
Enslaved by sin, the moral powers are under the tyranuy
of Satan, The soul iz made the sport of hls temptations;
and unless some mighty arm is stretelied out to rescue him,
man goes where the archrebel leads the way. And yet, in

this time of fearful peril, some who profess to be Christians
have no family worship.” — *“ Tesiimonies,” Vol. VII, p. 42

The Christian Home
A Study from the Testimonies

1. Winuse should home missionary work begin?

“Tet those who desire to work for God begin al home, in
their own household, in their own neighborhood, among
their own friends. Here they will find a favorable mission-
ary field. This home missionary work ig a test, revealing
their ability or inability for serviece in a wider field,” -—
Voi. VI, p. 488

2, What has been the attifude of many toward this im-

portant work?

“By.many this home field has been shamefully neglected,
and it is time that divine resources and remedies were pre-
sented, that this &tate of evil may be corrected. What ex-
tuse can the professed followers of Christ offer for negleot-
ing to train their children te work for Him?

“God designs that the families of earth shall be a symhol
of the family in heaven. Christian homes, established and
conducted in accordance with God’s plan, are among His
most effectivé agencies for the formation of Christian char-
acter and for the advancement of His work,

“1f parents desire to see a different state of things in
their famillies, let them consecrate themselves wholly to
God, and co-operate with Him in the work whereby a trans-
formation may take place in their households.

“When our own homes are what they should be, our chil-
dren will not be allowed to grow up in idleness and indiffer-
ence to the claims of God in Lehalf of the needy all about
them. As the Lord’s heritage, they will he qualified to take
up the work where they are. A light will shire from such
homes which will reveal itself in behalf of the ignorant, lead-
ing them to the source of all knowledge. An influence will be
exerted that will he a power for Ged and for His truth,” —
Id., v, 430,

3. What important work must be done in our homes?

“Qur work for Christ is to begin with the family, in the
home. The education of the youih shouid be of a different
order from that which has been given in the past. Their
welfare demands far more labor than hag heen given them.
There is no misgionary fleld more imporlant than this.
By precept and example parents are to teach their children
to lzbor for the unconverted. The children should be so
educated that they will sympathize with the aged and af-
ficted and will seelk to alleviate the sufierines of the poor
and distressed. They should be taught to be diligent in mis-
sionary work; and from their earliest years self-denial and
saerifice for the good of others and the advancement of
Christ's cause should be inculeated, that they may be la-
borers together with God.” —Id., p. 429.

4, What training is necessary to malte the children work-
ers for God?

“ But if they ever learn to do genuine missionary work
for others, they must first learn to lahor for those at home,
who have a natural right to their offices of love. HEvery
child should be trajined to bear his respective share of serv-
ice in the home. He should never be ashamed to use his
hands in. lifting home burdens or his feel in running er-
rands. While thus engaged, he will not go into paths of
negligence and sin, How many hours are wasted by children
and youth. which might be spent in taking upon their
gtrong young shoulders and assisting to lft the family
responsibilities which some one must bear, thus showing a
loving interest in father and mother. They are also to be
rooted in the true prineciples of health reform and the care
of thelr own bodies.”” — Ibid.

5. Upon whom does this responsibility rest?

“Not until parents fhemselves walk in the law of the
Lord with perfect hearts, will they be prepared to command
their children after them. A reformation in this respect
is needed,— a reformation which shali be deep and bhroad.
Parents need to reform; ministers need to reform; they need
God in their households. If they would see a different state
of things, they must bring His word into their families, and
musl make it their counselor. They must teach their chil-
dren that it ig the voice of God addressed to them, and is to
be implicitty obeyed. They should palieutly instruet their
children, kindly and untiringly teach them how to live in
order to please God. The children of such a household are
prepared to meet the sophistries of infidelity. They have
accepted-the Bible as the basis of their faith, and they have
a fouhdation that cannot be swepl away hy the incoming
tide of skepticism,” — ¢ Pairiarchs and Prophets,” p. 143,

6. Whali have many parents neglecied?

“fn too many households, prayer is neglected. Parents
teel that they have no time for morning and evening wor-
ghip. They cannot spare a few moments to be spent In
thanksgiving lo God for His abundant mercies,— for the
Blessed sunshine and the showers of rain, which cause vege-
tation to flourigh, and for the guardianship of holy angels.
They have no time to offer prayer for divine help and guid-
ance, and for the abiding presence of Jesus in the household.
They go forth fo labor as the ox or the horse goes, without
one thought of God or heaven. They have souls so precious
that rather than permit them to be hopelestly lost, the Son
of God gave His life to ransom them; but they have ljttle
more appreciation of His greal goodness than have the
beasts that perish” — Ibid. -

“In a gense the father is the priest of the household,
laying upon the family altar the morning and evening saecri-
fice. But the wife and children should unite in prayer, and
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join in the song of praise. In the morning hefore he leaves
home for hiz daily labor, let the father gather his children
about him, and, bowing before God, commit them to the care
of the Father in heaven. When the cares of the day are
past, let the family unite in offering grateful prayer and
rajsing the song of praise, in acknowledgment of divine care
during the day.” — “ The Ministry of Healing,’ p. 392,

7. What indicates the chavacter of a home?

“TFhe best test of the Christianity of a home is the type of
character begotten by its influence. Actions speak louder
than the most positive profession of godliness. If profes-
gors of veligion, instead of putting forth earnest, persistent,
and painstaking effort to bhring up a well-ordered household
ag a wiiness to the benefits of falth in God, are lax in their
government, and indulgent to the evil desires of their chil-
dren, they are doing as did BlU, and are bringing disgrace on
the canse of Christ, and ruin upon themselves and their
households., But great as ave the evilg of parental unfaith-
fulness under any civenmstances, they are tenfold greater
when they exist in the families of those appointed as teach-
ers of the people. When these fail to control their own
hounsgeholds, they are, by their wrong example, misleading
many. Their guilt is ag much greater than that of others as
their vposition 18 more responsible.” —* Pgiriarchs and
Prophets,” p, 570.

&, What wonderful resulfs will follow when our homes
are otdered after God’s plan?

“ Qur time here 18 ghort. We can pass through this world
but once; as we pass along, let us make the most of life.
The work to which we are called does not require wealth
or social position or great ability. Tt requires a kindly,
self-sacrificing spirit and a steadfast purpose. A lamp, how-
ever small, if kept steadily burning, may be the means of
lighting many other lamps. Our sphere of influence may
seem narrow, our ability small, our opportunities few, our
requirements limited; yet wonderful possibilities are ours
through a faithful use of the opportunities of our own
homes. If we will open our hearts and homes to the divine
principles of life, we shall become channels for currents of
life-giving power. Trom our homes will flow streams of
healing, bringing life, and beauty, and fruitfulness where
now are harrenness and dearth.” — “ The Ministry of Heal
ing” p. 355. J. ApaMs STEVENS.

Suggestions for Missionary Meeting
First Week

OppNING Exprclses: Song; prayer; report of missionary
work, by the chureh missionary secretary.

The Pulse Chart — Beginning a new record.

Scripture Lesson: The Talents. Matt. 25: 14-17; Luke
19: 12-19.

TPalk by the Leader: The Two-Talent People,

Note to the Leaders

At this meeting the matter of faithful missionary re-
ports should be emphasized. If the Missionary Pulse Chart
of your church has been kept up io date, it will tell an in-
teresting story at this time. A new color of marking should
begin the 1922 pulse record. Keep in mind the unltimate
goal of 100 per cent reporting membership, and urge all
to co-operate in this respect.

The Two-Talent People

WE never heatr very muoh of this man with two talents,
There arve a great many sermons and exhortationg devoted
10 the man with five talents, and perhaps more yet to
that selfish and idle fellow who had only one share, and
hid it in order to escape the respongibility of its use. But
these middle men, with their average capital, have slipped
through so far without very much netice in the commen-
taries or among the sermon makers. And yet 1 think we
ought to be most interested in the man with the two por-
tions, for if 1 mistake not, he i about our size. I dom't
think there are many geniuses among us who have gone
to the limit in our shares of intellectual stock, and T don’t
think there are very many who have been given only one
share. The people who fill the congregations, both men and
women, atre mogtly those who have their average two shares
of common stock in the concerns of life.

Now the thing that I want to impress on your minds is
that he is a very fortunate and ought to be a very happy
and useful man. I know {t sounds a little likke an echo

when he goes up and makes his report: “ Thou deliveredst
unto me two talenis: behold, I have gained two other tal-
ents beside them.” And I can imagine him feeling a littla
ashamed to have to make the sdame report as the man who
had five talents, except that his was smaller, because his
capital was smaller. And yet, if you will notice, he gets
fully as much appreeciation from his master gs the other man
who had doubled his five shares. The welcome which he
receives is just as hearty as it was in the case of the
genius.

The man who has only average ability and average oppor-
tunity for his work is always in danger of underrating
himself and of being tempted to say: “If I could do some-
thing large and splendid, something worth doing, I would
do it gladly; but there will be hundreds of others who can
o the same thing, and 1’1l seem just like an echo of some-
body else, or a small edition of some rvich and inflvential
man thal goes ahead of me.” And so he is tempted to throw
up the fight and not do anything, becaunse he canpot do
something out of the ovdinary. There could be no greatier
mistake than that, The overwhelmlng mass of the neces-
sary work of the world is done by people who have only
this average ability and opportunity. Onee in a while there
is a great ranch like some of those in California or Minne-
gota, on which some one man gathers a hundred thousand
bushelg of wheat a year; or a greai mill like thoge in Min-
neapolis, where flour goes out at the rate of thousands of
barrels a week; but the world is fed mostly fromJitfle farms
where only & few acres of wheat are planied, and from the
smaller mills that turn out a few barrels of flour a day.
In the great manufactories it is necessary to have some men
with a genius for'leadership to supetrintend departments and
to carry on buginess, but the great work is done by the men
with only two talents, who stand in their special place and
do the one item of work for which they have fltted them-
gelves., When war comes, generals and colonels and cap-
taing are necessary, and are usually very abundant on
paper, but they get wonderfully thinned out when the bat.
tte 1s on, and a half dozen hames only stand out after a
campaign; the great burden of war falls on the two-talented
men down in the heart of the great war vessels, who feed
the fire with coal and look afier the steam; or who load the
guns; or who on land, in ordinary uniform without shoulder
gtraps or other rank than the common private soldier, face
death with herpic fortitude, and die rather than desert
thefr flag in the presence of the foe.

In the ordinary work of the church thls fact iz equally as
marked, Most churches have more major generals than are
needed; but there is always a demand for the people who
are willing to help in whatever is at hand — who will pray
at’ a moment’'s notice, or bear a brief, loving testimony of
God's goodness without feeling that it is necessary to ex-
hort or tell a long story; the peoble who will visit the sick,
or pass around invitations to attend church among the
neighhors, or call on a family just moved in and invite them
to church, or go two blocks out of their way every Sabbath
morning to bring a child to Sabbath school, or teach a Sab-
bath school class, or any one of twenty other things con-
stantly needed in the progress of a live, active church.
Their abilities are not so large but that they can adapt
themselves to the needs of common folks. They are mot
afraid to shake hands with people as If they liked them and
were really glad to see them. They are not too fashionable
or esthetie to laugh oul loud when they are glad, or to
shed tears without being ashamed, in the presence of real
erief,

Thege average folks make good fathers and mothers.
They are not above telling Bible stories to their children
in the old-faskioned way; noi too well dressed to go and
kneel down and pray with them hy their ¢ribs at night;
not too cold and dignified to go and talk with a poor sinner
and persuade him to seek Christ, or kneel by his side at
the altar with an arm about hiz neck, and love and pray
him into the kingdom.

The avervage folks can afford to be cheerful. They are
not geniuses, or fagshionable swells, or great society lead-
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ers, with a reputation and a dignity to take care of; they
are just good, whole-gouled, human folks who have common
sense and big hearts, who love God and love His people,
and do not blush when they say so. God give us more of
them! — “A FYear's Prayer-Meeting Talks.”

* Second Week

Opening Exercises.

Missionary Reports,

“True Education a Missionary Training’
Ministry of Healing,” pp. 395-406.)

(See “The

Third Week

Opening Exercises: Song; Prayer; Seripture Reading.
Reports from members.
Talk by the Leader; The Pattern for the True Home.

The Pattern for the True Home

TrE crowning work of creation was the malking of the
first home. 'The world came forth from the hands of its
divine Architect mirroring in forest and rolling plains,
mountain and valley, the perfeetion of the Creator. This
was man’s dominion. But his home was to be a pattern for
all other homes, and eastward in Eden there was made an
abiding place of surpassing beauty for the firgt family.

“The home of our flrst parents was to be a patfern for
other homes as their children should go forth to occupy the
earth. That home, beautified by the band of God Himself,
was not a gorgeous palace. Men, in their pride, delight in
magnificent and costly edifices, and glory in the works of
their own hands; but God placed Adam in a garden. This
was his dwelling. The blue heavéns were its dome; the
earth, with its delicate flowers and carpet of living green,
wag' its floor; and the leafy branches of the goodly trees were
its canopy. Its walls were hung with the most magnificent
adornings,— the handiwork of the great Master Artist. In
the surroundings of the holy pair was a lesson for all time,
— that true happiness ig found, net in the indulgence of
pride and luxury, but in communion with God through His
created works,” -— * Pairierchs and Prophets” p. 9.

The homes of God’s people are to be a pattern for every
community in which they are located.

“The misslon of the home extends beyond its own mem-
bers., The Christian home is to be an object lesson, illus-
trating the excellence of the true principles of life. Such an
illugtration will be a power for good in the world. Far more
powerful than any sermon that can be preached ls the in-
fluence of a true home upon human hearts and lives.. As
the youth go out from such a home, the lessons they have
learned are imparted. Nobler principles of life are intro-
duced into other households, and an uplifting influence
works in the community.” —* The Ministry of Healing,”
p. 352,

To be such an uplifting influence, the home must represent
the life of the Savicur.

“ Home should be a place where cheerfulness, courtesy,
and love abide; and where these graces dwell, there will
abide happiness and peace. Troubles may invade, but these
are the lot of humanity., Let patience, gratitude, and love
keep sunshine in the heart, though the day may he ever go
cloudy. In such homes angels of God abide” —Id., p. 393,

Such a home will be as the dew of heaven in amy com-
munity. Consecrated parents and children will find open
doors for soul-winning service, and many burdened souls
will find peace and rest in the Lord.

“ A well-ordered Christian household is a powerful argn-
ment in favor of the reality of the Christian religion,—an ar-
gument that the infidel cannot gainsay. All can see that there
is an infiluence at work in the family that affects the chil-
dren, and that the God of Abraham is with them. If the
homes of professed Christians had a right refigious mold,
they would exert a mighty influence for good. They would
indeed be the *light of the world’ The God of heaven
speaks to every faithful parent in the words addressed to
Abraham: ‘I know him, that he will command his children
and his household after him, and they shall keep the way
of the Lord, to do justice and judgment; that the Lord may
bring upon Abraham that which He hath spoken of him. ”
—  Patriarchs and Prophets,” p. 14

J. ApAds STEVENS.

' Fourth Week

Opening Exercises.

Talk by the Leader; The Call of God to Christian Fami-
lies,

The Call of God to Christisn Families

Ix all that is said and done to arouse, educate, and train
the members of our churches for Christian serviee in the
various linesg of missionary activity which have been clearly
set forth, more attention should be given to the meed of
“ missionary families.” Such families are called for in the
ingpired writings given to guide this people at the last
gtage in earth’s drama, and the work assigned to guch fami-
lies cannot be accomplished in any other way. It is time
that this matter should receive its due consideration and
promotion, and in this connection we would call special at-
tention to the following definite statements from the servant
of the Lord:

“There are whole families who might be missionaries,
engaging in personal labor, toiling for the Master with busy

“hands and active brains, devising new methods for the sue-

cess of His work. There are earnest, prudent, warm-
hearted men and women who could do much ifor Christ,
if they would give themselves t0 God, drawing near to Him,
and seeking Him with the whole heart.” — « Testimonies,”
Vol IX, pp. 40, 4L

“@od calls for Christian families to go into communities
that are in darkness and error, and work wisely and per-
severingly for the Master, To answer this call requires
self-sacrifice, While many are waiting to have every ob-
stacle removed, souls are dying without hope and without
God in the world, Many, very many, for the sake of worldly
advantage, for the sake of acquiring getentific knowledge,
will venture into pestilential regions, and endure hardship
and privation. Where are those who are willing toc do this
for the sake of telling others of the S8aviour? Where are the
men and women who will move into regions that are in need
of the gospel, that they may point those in darkness to the
Redeémer? ” — Id., p. 33,

‘We repeat the inquiry, Where are the men and women to
answer this call? Let the eall ring through all our churches,
and may the Spirit of God aceompany it and bring conviction
to those who should respond. Let all such communicate
their response to the conference president and ask for wise
counsel and advice as to the needy spot where their self-
sacrificing service ts in greatest demand., The conference
president will ednfer with the union president, and where
it seems advisable, the unlon president will counsel with
the Home Missionary Department of the General Conference,
in order to make the most satisfactory and effective arrange-
ment,

. Some families in different parts of the world field have
Leard and responded to this eall, and are being greatly
hlessed in their efforts. A glimpse into the experience of
one such family is given in the following account of the
death of a brother in Chattanooga, Tenn, This brother and
hig family located near Rome, Ga, For a number of years
they have been lost to selfish interests and have lived for
their neighbors. The wife writes that when her hushand
found the end was nearing, and he could not spend his last
hours in the community where he had lived, he wrote a
letter to his neighborsg, telling them how earnestly he had
prayed for them, and how much he longed to meet them in
the land beyond, The letter passed from hand to hand, and
was read by one family after another, When the body was
taken home for burial, an elderly minister of the community
had charge of the services. They sang the songs our brother

. loved, and the minister repeated a psalm and told of Brother

Brown’s work in the community. He then read the lelter
that many had read before. The church was packed. Tears
ran down the old minister’s face, and then he said, “ Friends,
I can add nothing to this. Follow what the dear brother has
said, and we shall meet him.” The wife states, “I could
not help thinking that after giving his life te these people,
he had preached his own funeral sermon.”

The Master Misgionary has said, “ Greater fove hath no
man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.
Ye are My friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.”
John 15: 13, 14,
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Miggionary Yolunteer
Department

Devetional Meetings for Jannary 7

Senior

"T(ypq:c: How to Keep Govd Resolutions.
1. Song Service.
2. Beripture Readings:
25: 8-10,

Rev. 21:5; 2 Cor. 5:17; Lev.

3, Three Short Prayers.

4, Secretary’s Report: (Summary of last ¥year).

5. Talk: Keeping the New Year New. See Instrucior of
December 27 or January 3.

6, Recitation: My Year.

7. Talk: She Was Almost Born a Christian., See Ia-
structor of December 27 or January 3.

8. Special Music,

9, Talk or Reading: Making It a Glood Year,

16, Leader’s Remarks.

11, Close with prayer and Psalms 19: 14,

Junior

Topic: Hold Up My End.
Song Service.
. Seripture Reading: 1 Thess. 5; 14-23.
Sentence Prayers-— led by superintendent.
. Secretary’s Report: (Summary of last year.)
. Superintendent’s Tallk: A Baby Regolution,
Recitation: A Load of Cans.
. Symposium: What God Expects.
. Reading: When Dick Forgot His End. See Insbructor
" of December 27 or January 3.
9. Round Table: What I Can Do to Keep My Resolutions.
10, Close by repeating Mizpah.

N

Special Note to Society Officers

This year there will be eight programs on the special
misgion fleld ‘of India. These programs will be cumulative.
They will cover the four great mission divisions of India,
concluding with three special programs, for one of which
the chief subjeet will be announced later,

Besides these programs on India, the year’s program calls
for four “Surveys.” There ig no reason why these should
not be of great interest. To do this a committee should be
appointed now whose duty it shall be to gather up interest-
ing bits of mission information and brimg it in for these
Survey programs,

They will find much interesting material in the weekly
pages of the Review, the Insiructor, and the Signs of the
Times; and for younger Juniots, there are stories in the
Little Priend. Besides our dengminational papers there are
others, such as the Missionary Review of the World,.the
Christian Herald. }

Some of the society members may have iriehds or know
of those who have friends in foreign missionary, service.
It would be well to correspond with them. Missionaries are
constantly coming and going, and may stop over at your
church. They would be glad to supply much information
for this “ Survey Committee”

See that it ig appointed now, and Lhat it gets busy now, and
you may be assured of four ingpirational programs of your
own on missions.

Special Seuior Notes

Male thig program a strongly determined one for spiritual
suceess for the new year. Drive the thoughts home. Be
earnest, sincere, and whoie-souled in your own remarks.
A good siart for the new year is important, and it is better
to have tried and failed than not to have tried at all, But
this program stresses the thought that there is a way
whereby failure can be discounted,

As closing remarks after the parts, these thoughts ave-

snggested -

O Missignary Volunteers of the churech of God, the sgig-
nificance of this lesson ig just this: Behind vou lie the days
of 1921 — not necessarily a year of great sin, for like the
girl in the story, you have been irying to Le a Christian.
But it has, perhaps, been a year of indifferent Christianity,
a year of shallow Christianity, a year without real sacrifice
for the Master, a year without real, constant, earnest prayer.
We are now in the new year. Let us take for our guiding
and hopeful thought, “ Behold, I make all things new.
“ Wherefore, if apy man is in Christ, he i8 a new Chris-
tian,” Let the old things pass away, and there will be no
difficulty about keeping our New Year's resolutions,

Special Junior Notes

Superintendent’'s Tall— The aim of this program is lo
show the children that the making of good resolutions is
but the beginning of the work. Base your talk on the ar-
ticle, “ A Baby Resolution.” Connect the thought with the
title of the legson. We want to make the words, “ Hold
up my end,” a world-wide Junior slogan. And so show thal
planning to carry out a promise made (for a resolution is
thal) is the boy’s and girl’s part —it"is their end, During
the year we shall have several programs with this sane
slogan. It may cover much in the life of a Junior.

Bymposivm,: What God Expects,

Pass out the following texts and questions, and ask each
Junior to answer the question in ihe words of the text:

1. What does God expect us to do? Phil. 2: 12.

2. What is one thing He asks us to do? Acts 16: 31,

The same question will also serve for ihe other three
textg, 1 Thess. 41 16, 17; Matt. 5: 16.

Round Table~ Consecration service, Make this part of
the program informal. Let some of the children tell a few
of their New Year's resolutions. Askseveralio tell how they
are going to carry out their plang, Perhaps it might be
possible to form a set of schoolroom resolutions, and the
teacher may help in ihe plans to keep them.

My Year

Tonay 1 am facing a new year strange;
What gift will it bring me of joy or change?

I will make it a year of faith and prayer,
A year of high endeavor;

I will erowd it with deeds both brave and fair,
I will act the hero ever.

I wilt search the world for hearts to bless;
I will fit out my love with wings;

I will fil! my days with a tenderness
That thinks and soothes and sings.

I will travel God’s path at God’s own rate;
I will welcome both gain and loss,

Nor will I rébel when heaven’s gate
Looks tragically like a cross.

And so, as I live through that strange new time,
The Master will male it a year sublime.
— Herbert Atkinson Jump.

Making 1t a Good Year

It is well 1o start the new year with good I'ESOIthlOI'LS,
but to'make it possible for good resolutions to grow into
noble deeds, one must plant them in good soil and cultivate
them. A farmer might have the hest kind of geed corn, but
he would hardly expect to reap. a harvest in the fall unless
it were planted, cultivated, and given other care that it
needed.

You wish to make 1922 a good year. -Then shun the
empty life that lives without a purpose. Do not indulge in
harmful reading nor gquestionable amusements, Put away
faultfinding; pnt away pretense; and put away sslf-pity.
Be true to your convictions, and stand for right, though you
stand alone; but at the same time he charitable in your
judgment of others. Have your life so securely poised that
ihe annoyance — usunal or unusual — shall not disturb your
equilibrium, .

But remember that while you may resolve to do these
things, you cannot carry out your resolutions in your own
strength. To act strongly, life must be rooted deeply in
prayer, in quiet communion with God and His word. Back
of the strong outward life must be the strong inner life of
prayer. The strong life that never loses its courage, its
enthusiasm, its sweetness, its serenily, is not found on the
hargain counter. It always costs just so mueh,

Then you who wish to make 1922 a good year, will you
not resolve to take time to live the victorious tHfe? Iach
day let (God establish your heart., Let Him fortify it and
make it a calm, peaceful place heyond the reach of the
storms that rage without. Then you and your Master will
have a quiet place in which to commune. There He will
give you strength for your work, wisdom for your decisions,
peace from all Your threatening gtorms.
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And to you who have decided to live the strong victorious
life during 1922, the Master gives thege simple directions:
“When thou-prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou
hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret;
and- thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thes
openly.” These directions vontain at least five things for
you to congider,— time for prayer, place for prayer, alone
in prayer, the IFather’s presence, and the blessing you.may
claim.

When you have compiied with these commands, you may_

claim the promises that follow, The Father 4will meet you
in the chamber of secret prayer, and wiil reward you openly.
When you come to Him with your sorrows, your longings,
your- fears, your trials, and your failures, He will sympa-
thize., With Him you may leave all that oppresses your
heart, and carry away His joy. With Him you may leave
your want, and carry away His supply for “all your need
according to His riches in glory,” 'This 18 so wonderful;
and the most Wonderful thing about it is that it is all true.
MaTiCpa E. ANDROSS.

A Baby Resolution

[Objects : Four bottles, labeled respectively, * Sure,” * Thinks,”
*“ Moral Glue,” and * Da-it.t*]

Dip you ever think that a human baby is the weakest
kind of baby there is in the world? 'The liitle chicken, just
aat of the egg, begins to scrateh and run around as Soon as
he picks his way out of the shell, The little kitlen plays
with his twin brother gnd tumbles all ever him, bhiting his
feet and ears, and having a good time., The newborn calf
goes gbout the stable after his mother on hig wabbly legs,
and the newborn colt follows his mother out into the
meadow., But the human baby simply lies on his back and
cries, But the hopeful thing aboul a human baby is that
every day he will get a little bigger and a little stronger,
until he is a fullgrown man. He iz weakest when he is
just borm.

Now I am going to tell you of a baby who is strongest

the day he is born, and gets weaker every day he lives.
He is a winter baby, and 1s always borm just at this time
of year. We ‘call'him “Baby Resolution.” These Baby
Resolutions come bounding out of the braing and hearts of
boys and girls, " They are mighty strong fellows the moment
they are born, and stand up at once and stretch themselyes
and say, “ T will, — “ 1 will be kind to every one this year,
* I will be obedient to my parents and teachers all the year,’
“ I will hold my tongue all the year, » o« 1 will keep my tem-
per,” T will follow Jesus all the year.” Oh, how grang. il
gounds! But— and this i8 the sad part of the story — his
strength heging to wane at once. Most Baby Resolutions—
g0 [ am told — die before they are twelve hours old. Those
that live get weaker and weaker each day. They need some
tonie to keep them going. So I have brought with me some
of the food to keep these poor New Year babies through
the year. .

First: Give them some of thig bottle marked * Sure.”
Give it to them as soon as lhey are born. Yes, lhe very
minute! If I ask a hoy or girl who is going 1o do a thing
for me, if he means business, and the answer comes promptly,
“ Sure! ? I know it will be done. This “sure’” is a sort of
backbone strengthener, Older folk call il * determinalion.”
But whatever you call it, it is what You mean when you say
“ Sure,” ~

Second: Give these babies some of this bottle — * Thinks,”
How often our good resolutions, made at the beginning of
the year, are allowed to die, because we do not feed them a
few “thinks” We forget them sadly, “1I did not think,”
has done a tot of barm in this world.

“ Wvil iz wrought by want of thought,
As well ag want of heart”

Third: Give them some of this— “Moral Glze.” dlue
gticks. And the frouble with the New Year’s resolutions
we make is that they deo not stick.
Abraham Lincoln, * Do you expect to end this war in your

Some one asgked’

"do it.

’

Administration?” “Can’t say, siv.” -“But, Mr. Lintoln,
what do you propose to do?” “'Peg‘aWéy, peg awajf,'k"eép
pegging away.” And we know (kat pegging away du;‘l the
work. One day a civil engineer saw his litlle nephew pla.y-
ing near, so he called him to him and said, * Here, son, take
this little red flag and hold it for me until I come back and
tell you to drop it.” So he left the boy standing in thelstreet.
Bul when his work was finished, he forgot to go back, and
adid nol pass that way until nine o'clock that night. Then,
to his horror, he found the little fellow standing at his post,
holding the flag-and shaking with cold. * Why didn’t.you
go home at six? ” said the man, ° Because you told ‘nme to
stay,” said the boy, It is no wonder he became a great ‘barn]i
president. He could stlick. oy

Fourth: Give them some of this— “Do 1t” When our
resolutions are carried out, they grow strong. There’ig an
old saying that if you want a thing Lo grow into a habit,
If you don’t care to have it hecome a habit, of course
you won’t do it. But good resolutions ought to be allowed
to grow into habits, and habits into charaecter. "To help gur
good resolutions to grow, feed them with what the grawn-up
people call “ performance.”

Then, above all, ask God to help you take care of these
good liftle New Year’s Regolutions, Ask Him daily to make
them and you strong. For remember that a new resolution
ig naturally stromger ai birth than it will ever he aga.m

Adapted

A Load of Cans

i

cAN my mind and heart keep pure,
I can my temper hold,

can with others share my Joys.
I can ’gainst wrong be bold,

-

—

ol

can be faithful to my word,
1 can {o friends be irue.

can forgive who work me ill, :
Ag God would have me do.

i

ol

can say “No!” to sln’s soft voice,
I can uphold the right, ’

_can, by seeking help from God,
Temptatlons put to ﬂlght

—

"Tis not a heavy oad to bear— , i
A stronger, nobler man N
Tach boy'll become who firmly says, .
“ 111 not lose off a can! ” .
. -_Adelbmt P Oamwellc

Devotional Meetmgs for lanuary 14

Topic: For the Best Year Brer.

Senior

1. Song Service.
2. Tesson Scripture: ®eel. 9: 10; Col 3: 22-25,
3. Prayer.
4. Leader’s Talk: (See Leader’s Special Note,) .
5. Reading or Talk: Why the Dead Sea Is Dead See

Instructor of January 3 or 10 :
6. Talk: For Such a Time as This.
7. Goal Pregentaticn: (See Bpecial Senior Note.)
8. Recitation: Work.
9. Closing Prayer,

Funior

1. Song Service.
2. Legson Scripture: Col. 3: 22-25; 1 Thess. 4: 11,
3. Prayer.
4. Talk by Leader: Why the Dead Sea Is Dead.
5. Special Mugic: A Duet.
6. Superintendent’s Talk: Work and Teamwark.
7. Reading: Torrie, the Ox. 8See Insiructor of January

3 or 10.
8, Cloge with Prayer.

Plans and Suggestions
- The program for today is to emphasize the idea of work-
ing for the goals — for teamwork and for concenirated en:
ergy in the accomplishment of the society goals.
Before the program is given out, be sure that you ]mow
definitely what the various goals of the society are.” The
conference secretary should supply you with goals for
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“Nothing
A good

your society. Make the meeting enthusiastic.
great was ever accomplished without enthusiasm.”
start is half the work.

Blackboard Motto!

To each one according to his work.
Mark 13: 34,

Special Senior Note

Try to make your seclety's geals definite and concrete.
That ls, have them ready to place on a blackboard or already
lottered on a large sheet, ready to show when the special
spealkers reach the part numbered 7. Let the talks be short,
very short, A few words of Information about last year’s
goal and other comment of courage and enthusiasm on the
new year's work should be given., It would be well if those
could be chosen for the various goals who have shown a
special interegt in that phase of the society's work.

Leader’s Special Note

Mueh of the success of this program will depend upon
the new leader. You may feel that you have hardly had
time to get hold of society affairg in an official way. Yet,
thig ig the time to throw your whole interegt into the pro-
gram ag given for the new year, and for the definite accom-
plishment of that program. If you strike a strong, definite
note, ‘your soclety will respond., The leader’s talk should
be along the line of work — society teamwork.

It isn’t the solo work that is needed so much ag the full
orchestra of endeavor. Spurgeon said one time: “ Jacob
saw angels ascending and descending, but not standing still,
Activity is the mark of holy apirits, and should be the mark
of holy men.”

The Missionary Volunteer is a worker iff he really is an
M. V. The time demands work, not haphazard, but planned,
and carefully executed teamwork for the attaining ef the
goals,

Study the Secripture lesson as given, and bring home the
lesgon and the blackboard motio in a strong way,

Special Junior Note

The object of this lessen is twofold: First, to show the
boys and girls that work is a necessity to life; and, second,
to show that teamwork is necessary for both the members
and the society as a whole, Make the sohg service lively.
Put energy into it, Choose such songs as Nos. 574, 558, and
560, “ Christ in Song.” .

Leader's Taelk: Why the Dead Sea Is Dead.— Material
for this talk. may be taken from No, 5 of the Senior program,
Encourage him to use further illustrations or incldents
showing that werk is not only a safeguard and a pleasure,
but an absolute necessity for life.

Duet~—1If possible, select something simple and appro-
priate to the pregram from seme source unfamiliar to the
children. If no such material is available, Nos. 478 and 536
in “Christ in Song ™ are suitable., Be sure the musiec is
well prepared.

Superintendent’s Talk: Work and Teamwork,— In the
duet just sung, each had something te do, but more than
that, they had to do it together. Suppose Mary had sung
go loud that we could net have heard Eila. Draw an illus-
tration from geme Incident familiar in the life of the boys
and girls. For instance, when the city sends workmen out
te break up the pavement of a street, one man holds the
cold chigel. The two others, with their heavy iron mallets,
stand and swing with all their weight, first one, then the
other, ete. Sometimes eveh three swing, each in turn.
Wouldn't it be silly for one persen to want to do it all?

Sometimes boys, and girls too, forget the importance of
teamwork. Teamwork means doing what is best for the
whole, whether we like it or not.

Present the goal to the society. Write for the gpecial
device card of your conference, if you have not already re-
ceived one. Then have some definite plans in mind whereby
each boy and girl can do his part, and the society as a
whole may win.

“ For Such a Time as This”

A FEW evenings ago I stood in the aisle of a crowded hall,
The audience was composed mostly of fashionahle and well-
to-do people of our national capital. An old man in priestly
robe and Persian costume entered with his retinue.” The
people arose in mass to do him honor. The leader of the
meeting, In introducing our Oriental visitor, expressed the
opinien that the audience was about to hear such words of
wisdom as had never belore greeted their ears,

Who was this wise man from the Hagt?
leader of the Bahai Movement. It is said that he has six
millien followers; mestly in the East, but a considerable
number in England and America. What is this Bahai Move-
ment? Believing “ that creeds and dogmas of the past have
lost their spirituai power, and the world s reaching out
for a religion which will be a living spiritual factor in the
life of humanity,” this Bastern philogophy iz offered as a
universal religion, adapted to all peoples. It recognizes

Abdul-Baha,

.good in all preceding religions,— heathen, Mohammedan,

and Christian,— endeavors te harmenize seclence and re-
liglon, and concerns itself with temporal matters mainly,
peacs and progress,— a religion well adapted to the unre-
generate heart, in love with modern culture,

Thug Christ, the only one who can satisfy the longlng of
the gin-sick soml, Is superseded, and men are being bound
in bundles for the great day of God. Old controversies are
being revived. New controversies are springing up. And
the only movement that can meet the needs of the world
at this time, and save those who are listening for the voice
of God amid al] this confusion, is the third angel’s message,
And the medium through which this message is to he taken
Lo the world, is the lives of those who have been transformed
by it.

Let the words of Mordecaj to Esther ring out to our
young people everywhere, “Who knoweth whether thou
art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” Esther
4: 14,

It was written by the prophet Joel that in the last days
“young men shall see visions.” O that every young man
and woman, every boy and girl, in the ranks of Seventh-day
Adventists, could see a vision of a lost world waiting for
them to come and tell the story of Jesus and His love!
‘Would that every young person among us might respond
to the invitation of Jesus, “ My son, [my daughter,] glve
Me thine heart” Would that all might respond to the
Saviour’s command, “ Go work today in My vineyard.”

Migsionary Volunteer Day is being observed thls week
by our churches. Conference and churech officers, parents
and peopie, are thinking of our great army of yeung people,
and how they can be enlisted and trained for service.
Never before has our denomination made such efforts to
help our young people as now. Recognizing that “ young
men and women should be educated to become workers at
home, in their own neighberheods, and in the church,” and
that thus trained they will become a peowerful factor in
carrying this message te the whole world, our General,
union, and local conferences are giving much attention to
the needs of our youth,

We must werk to grow. Take heold in any small way to
do something. Go to work right where you are, in the home,
in the scheel, and in the Missionary Velunteer Society. Li
Hung Chang, the great Chinese statesman, sald that man-
kind is divided into three classes,— the movable, the immov-
able, and those who meve things. Our Migsionary Volun-
teers must have such devotion to God and such burning zeai
that'they will, by God’s help, bring things to pass.

M, B. Kurw.

Work

Worx!

‘What boon is there, God-given,
That brings man nhearer heaven
Than work? —

Work that burns from inner fires,
Worlk atune with God’s degires,
Work that palls not, though it tires!
Thank God for work!

Worl!

Not drudgery, I hold;

Not ugly dross, but gold!

God’s work!

Be they tasks of brawn or art,
At the forge or in the mart,

All are gifts of God’s great heart.
Thank Him for work!

— Thomas Curtis Clark.
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Devotional Meetings for January 21

Topic: All Aboard for India,

Senior
. Song Serviee,
. Morning Watch Roll Call.
Prayer, -
Mission and Map Study of India.
. Political Conditions: (Ses Special Seuior Note)
. Historical High Lights of India.
. Bihle Study.
. Recitation: An INustration.
ary 10 or 17,
. Sole: The Call,
. Closing Song and Prayer.

See Instructor of Janu-

-

Junior
. Song Service.
. Repeat together Matthew 28: 19, 20,
Prayer and Secretary’s Report,
Song: (Same ag No. 9, Senior program.}
. Superintendent’s Talk: Why Study India?
. A Map Talk. '
. Farming in India.
Special Musie.
. An Indian Store.
. Wild Animals of India.
. Ologe with prayer for the land to which our money
goes.

O 00 A3 O TV R B0 DD

[

Plans and Suggestions

The Missionary Volunteer Department is particularly in- ‘

terested in India. The General Couference has requested
that the individual socleties and members study the needs
of India this year, and that they send their offering to this
needy field, The goal of $§125.000 for India 18 small enough
when the needs of this great eouniry are knowan and realized.
Bvery Missionary Volunteer will want to give more, to
some way increase the goal, to help to bring the light of

the gospel message to this country of great need,

There will he eight programs. These are scheduled for
various special times during the year. The one today is hy
way of intreduciion. It opens the door to the ecuntry, and
gives you but a big glimpse of the country, apd beckons youn
to further study.

This program is arranged for much individual work, It
iz hoped that those who are assigned parts will spend con-
giderable time in study, and will gain a clear knowledge that
they can impart to others on India and its geegraphical and
political divisions,

Special Senior Note

The Senior young people should be able to obiain a fairly
clear idea of India’s problems so far as geography and the
mogt e¢vident and simple political! conditions are concerned.
Ask some older member of the church, who is a clear stu-
dent of world affairs, to briefiy outline the political condi-
tions ag they are today. Some information about Gahaddi
and his followers should be mentioned. This is No. 5.
There is no reason why the geographical study (No. 4)
ghould not he made as interesting as any other, if the
speaker will give study to it, and use an outline map where
he can point out the chief divisions and locate the four
general divigions of the fleld, as laid out by the General
Conference,

The recitation may be given by either a young man or a
young woman. It is frue, and is a powerful presentation
of India’s needs. See that it is well given — with force and
connection,
- Special Junior Note

The material for this lesgon ig selected from Carpenter’s
Gleographical Reader. There is, however, much more gplen-
did material in the hook than can be placed in the Gazerre.
If the book iz available, do not fail to have the boys and
=irls preparing these talks, vefer to the hook. If other
books on India are in your Ubrary, encourage the Juniors
to do original work, Be sure, however, that the Juniors
do not simply read what they find. Insist on thorough
preparation,

Be free to omit matemal.
over fority-five minutes long.
three minutes.

Swpermtendem’s Talk: Why Study Indie? — The whole

world is calling Before me les a book, large enough to
make & good-gized dictionary, and the pages are closely type-
written. It is the 1922 budget, and those typewriiten pages
hold bundreds of calls straighi from the foreign fields to
the people of Lhe homeland. The needs are so great, that
the workers hardly Xnow what to ask for firgt. They can

Never allow the meeting to be
Each talk should not exceed

secarcely pick out the most pressing need, all seem sgo
urgent. Yet with the best we can do here in the homeland,
many of these earnest requests must go unheeded, India
is this year the land of opportunity for our young people.
In that great country, one half as big as the United States,
our dollars will meet actual needs. What a chance for real

effort! They have agked for $350,856.49. We are planning
on $125,600, Xow small it seems in eomparison with the
need!

The superintendent should make the lesson practical.
The goa!s have already heen presented to the children at
the previous meeting. Perhaps the children have &ome-
thing to apply on the goal by this time. Ways and means
may be discussed for a minute or so. If you know some
other hoy or girl has raiged money, teli of it; it will inspire
those before you to do something. Point out the fact that
no husiness man invests money in something he knows
nothing about. We must see India, the country, the people,
and then we, too, shall hear the reguests which ring so
clearly from across the water,

A Map Talk— Have one of the older Juniors, perhaps the
leader, prepare a map talk., A large, well-drawn map should
be in a ‘eonspicuous place on the board. The foliowing
points might be bronght out: the shape; the size, about one
balf as large as the United States; the meountains, thei-
helght compared with those of other eontinents; the direc-
tion and size of rivers; the climate of various sections; the
people; the products of the different parts; and, finally, the
government.

The following is an interesting item as to how India he-
came the possession of England:

“This is a very valuable piece of properiy, is it not?

“And still Bngland got this mighty estate through a
pinch of pepper. In the days of Queen HElizaheth, the
Duteh controlled the meost of the Indian trade. Holland
had foreign settlements in India, and onre of the chief
articles which the Duteh ships carried from there to Eurcpe,
was pepper, which then sold for seveniy-five cents a pound.
This gave a large profit to the Dutch merchants, but they
were not satisfied, and they doubled the price, making it
$1.50 a pound. The English merchants said this was too
rauch, but the Dutch would not put down the price, and so
the English formed a company to huild ships of their own
which should bring pepper and other articles from India
to England. This was the famous East India Company,
which gradually drove out the most of the Dutch, and from
which the British government got possession of the great
peninsula.”

Spend but a moment or two on each of the suggegted
rhages. The map talk shounld be short and general, about
what you would expect in a well-prepared geography reci-
tation.

Mission and Map Study

Douprriss the vastness of India had something {o do with
the spell which that greai country east over a certain trav-
eler who spent nearly eight months there.

I must confess that while I knew India to be a hig
country, I was not prepared for the greatress of her plains,
ihe size and majesty of her rivers, and the towering height
of her mountains. Hven to an American, accustomed fo
a hig country, India is impressive by virtue of the grand
scale on which nature has planned her mountaing, her val-
leys and rivers.

1 spent ten days in a missionary howseboat far down on
the delta of HMugli River 4dn eastern Bengal It is a world
of waters down there, and daily and nightly there was gome-
thing awesome to me in the great stream upon whose besom
our liitle scow of a houschoat was propelled by five country
cargmen, There seemed to he room for so many people to
move about in their varfous craft. The street of the river
wag ag populous as the street of a ¢ity. I had the same feel-
ing of awe when T saw the broad gray tide of the Ganges on
a winter afternoon, and again when I looked across the
wide Jumna at Allahabad., I had not realized what a vol-
ume of waler-flows down through the wide streams of In-
dia. to the sea.

A tem days’ ricksha journey in the Himalayas, along
wooded mountain roads, gave me many thrilling views of
those mighty peaks, the road from which I stood fo gaze
being eight thousand, sometimes nine thousand, feet above
sea level. No wonder that Europearns and Americans in
India talk of going to *“the hills” for their holidays! The
summer vacation settlements are seven and eight thousand
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feet above the sea, and yet they are only in the foothillg of
the Hlmalayan ranges. I had my first glimpse of these
mouniaing from such a settlement, the town of Darjeeling,
at an aititnde of seven fhousand feef. I saw before me,
forty miles away, vet looking ten miles distani, peaks rising
nearly twenty-eight lhousand feet above the sea. There
weare seventeen thousand feeft of bare, hrown slopes, and
above thatl great height rozse eleven thousand feet of snow.
One hundred miles of mountaing stretched before me; the
long ‘northern wali of India, through whose lofty and snowy
passes run the roads into the ever-mysterious region of
Central Asia. I feif like saying, “ Such height Is too won-
derful for me to grasp — [ cannot attain unto it”

The open roads of India and the streets of her cities ave
fuil of people passing and repassing in the vocations of
their dally life. They ate always picturesque, eéven when
they are not clean, The shepherd driving in his floek of
goats from the fieids for town shelter at night, the farmer
or teamster walking by his bullocks, the burden-bearing
coclies moving in great numbers through the midst of the
city streels, the rieh Indian or Parsee merchant driving
behind a pair of crack horses in Bombay or Caleutta, all
these and many other sights are endlessiy pleturesque and
interesting. Back of them all is the busy dally life of In-
dia’s three hundred twenty millions, the buying and seliing,
the totling and sleeping. I have not dweli upon the sad
sights of disease and suffering and poverty of which one
sees so many every day.

The girls of Tndia make a very reai appeal to one’s heart
and affections. SBuch gentle eyes and manners, such timid
glances, such readiness 1o he friendly if one makes friendly
advances to them,

fl‘hose whe work for them kneow the spell of the struggle
of the forces of righteousness against the forces of evil
Life takes on solemn meaning there hecause of the clearness
of the issue. Every Christian worker ig conscious that he
is warring against all the awful reality and horror of in-
trenched sin. It mmakes every day worth living because it
is a fighting day. Tvery prayer 18 worth uttering because
it is a real cery for help, and every achievement is a real
one because it is possible only through the applied power
of God. E. P. GLADDING,

India has heen divided‘by our General Conference into
fonr great misgion fields: Worthwest India Union Mission,
the headquarters of which are at Lucknow; Northeast India
Union Mission, with headguarters at Caleuita; South India
Union Mission with headquarters at Bangalore; and Burma
Union Mission, with ilg chief office at Rangcoh, Burma.
(Point out on mayp.)

Historieal High Lights of India

Ixpis haz long been the “Land of Desire” to the world.
Columbus wasg in search of Indla when he discovered
America. Historians have had much diffieculty in eompil-
ing Indian history, chiefiy because of the lack of records.

While Indian people were civilized and had governmenis
enforcing law and order, and encouraging to some extent
edueation and manufactuve, science, art and liferature, of
their eariy history we know but Hitle, The Hindu pre-
ferred to delve in philosophy and record questionabie legends
rather than facls,

Mr. Beach, in his outiine of the history of India,
the following eight divisions:

1. Aborigingl Period.— Records of the first settlers are
lacking, Max Miiller thinks 4,000 years ago the aborigines
of India crossed through the Himalayas. Al that is left to
tell their early exisience are ithe arrowheads to he found
along the great river beds.

8. Vedic Period.— Mr. Beach zays, " At legst #s early as
1000 B, ¢., perhaps 400 or 1,000 yvears earlier, the Aryans
left their home in Central Asia, and entered India from the
notthwest.
Hindu, a varlation of the word “ Indus.” The casie sysiem
which has been, and still is, the plague of India, hegan dur-
ing this period. For ceniuries this odious system hag been
developing.

3. Buddhist Period, 543 B, €, to 960 A, D.— The philos-
ophy of the previous period had made men worse, and the
way was teady for a reformer. Gautama Buddha, the “ En-
Hghtened,” the founder of Buddhism, was supposed to have

gives

Setiling along the Indus, they veceived the name

been born 567 B. ¢. He was the son of the king of Kapila-
vastu, When he reached manhood, he showed himself brave
and skiiful with his weapons. He won his wife by a contest
at arms over all rival chiefs. For a time he forgot the re-
ligions thought of his boyhood in the enjoyment of the world.
But in his drives through the city he was struek by the
sights of old age, disease, and death which ‘met his eye;
and he envied the ecalm of the holy man, who seemed to
have ralsed his soul above the changes and sorrows of this
life. t

‘““After ten years, hiz wife bore him an only son; and
Gautama, fearing lest this new tie sheould bind him oo
clogely to the things of earth, vetired at the age of thirty
10 a cave in the jungles. The story ig told how he turned
away from the door of his wife’s lamp-lit chamber, denying
himself even a parting caress of his newborn babe, lest he
should wake the sleeping mother, and galloped off into the
darkness. He then buried himself deeper in the
jungles near Gaya, and during six years wasted himself
by ausierities, in company with five disciples. Torn
with doubts as to whether all his penance availed anything,
the haggard hermit fell senseiess to the earth. 'When he
recovered, the mental agony had passed,

“ At this point in his life he turned from the austerities
and penance of Hinduism, and began teaching a reforma-
tion.”

4. The Greek and Scythian Invasion, 327 B. C. to 530 A. D.
—India became known to the world without, when Alexan-
der made hiz famous expedition against Medio-Persia, and
extended his conquests to the horders of India. But the
inftuence of Greece wpon India was nof permalent.

&, The Brahmanic, or Modern Hindw, Period, 500-1500 A. D, .
— Buddhism wasg expelied from India about 900 A. b, angd
modetn or Brahménic Hinduism took its place,

6. The Mohammedan Period, 1001-1761 A. D— This period
begins with another invasion. The followers of the prophet
of Mecca pushed their way inte Imdia, Their aim was to
destroy temples and convert the peeple, by force, to the
teachings of Islam. Mahmud of Ghazni, “ the idol smasher,”
as he was called, won northwestern India after a struggle
of twenty-five years,

%, Maratho Period, 1650-1818 A. D.— The Marathas over-
came the Mohammedans, and were the sirongest power the
HEuropeans met in coming to India. After three great wars,
the Britigh overcame them in 1818,

8, Period of Ruropean Contact and Supremacy, 1500-180¢
A, D—1In 1498, Da (ama, a Poriuguese explorer, first
landed at Calieut, on the wesiern coast of India.

The HEast Indian Company was formed in 1602 by iie
Dateh who overcame the Portuguese, 1ts ohject was Indian
trade.

The efforts of England to gain supremacy in Indla. began in
1600. The Duteh raiged the price of flour from 3s. to 6s. per
pound to the English market, Queen Elizabeth granted a char-
ter to the British East Company. Withoul doubi, Bngland has
been God’s setrvant, as verily ag Cyrus of old, in opening up
the country for its final evangelization. Before English arms
galned supremaey, a year scarcely passed without thousands
shedding their hlood in internal strife, bit now peace and
quiet prevail everywhere, Railways ply to ali patts. A well
organtzed postal and felegraph system is in operation afll
through India, Migsionaries ecan go anywhere in zafety,
and are eovdiaily received by officials and natives. The,
hand of Providence has thrown wide open the door for the
speedy proclamation of the last gospel message. Now ix
the time fo follow the opening providences of God among
India’s miilions. J. L, BEAaw,

Bible Study

1. Wirar vigion ig presented before ihe Lor(ls prophet
in Ezekiel 37:17

2. What does tliis scehe repregent?
who know net God.

3. By whom had they been slain? Eph. 6: 12.
his powers.

4, What twe things especially impressed the prophet?
Hze. 37: 2.

@. “There were very many.” In the world today there
are four million heathen for every one Protestant.

b, *“They were very dry.” The scene implied death and
corruption. IEph, 2: 1.

5. Whal guestion is asked concerning them?

6, Is this possibie with God? Xeh. 7: 25.

7. What must be given them to resicre life?
“The word of the Lord.” -

8. What incomplete resuits did the prophet first report?
Verses 7, 8.

9. What are some of the material and first things Chris-
lianity has done for India?

o Abolished sutlee —“a custom authorizing a Hindu
widow to immolate herself on the funeral pyre of her hus-
hand.”

Verse 11. Those

Satan and

Egze, 37: 3,
Hze, 37: 4.
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b.- Abolished killing of infant girls.
c. Aholished -child marriage. .
d. Established jugt government; education.

10, What is God now waiting to give to India’s people?
Verse 10, Life. .

11. What is the hoped for end" Verse 10, last part, - “ An
exceeding great army.” Converts won not merely- for thems-
selves, but to fight for God, and to win others to Him,

12, How is this to be attained? Verse 9. “ Come from
the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slaln, that
they may live,” By prayer for the Holy Spirit.

13, What is God’s promise? Verses 13, I4.

The Call

(Tune: “ Juanita’)
FaR o'er the waters comes a tender pleading call;
List to its aceents, Christian brothers all,
Millions in the darkness bowling down to wood and stone —
Hopeless, helpiess millions sigh and ery ahd moan,
CIIoRUS:
India, pleading India, who will hear thy plaintive plea?

India, bleeding India, Jesus died for thee. b

Up from the Southland comes another pleading ery —
Dark Afric’s milliong hopeless, helpless lie.

Land of darkest nighttime, withont haope or joy or Deace,
Sing of that sweet, bright time which shall bring release.

CII0RUS:

Africa, darkest Africa, who will hear thy plaintive plea?
Africa, darkest Africa, Jesus died for thee.

Unnumbered millions in far China’s stricken land,
Hageriy watching for the outstretched hand.
Land of Buddha’s blighting, of Confuciug’ hopeless night,
Gospel truth is lighting with its banner bright.
CHORUS:
China, helpless China, who will hear thy plaintive plea?
China, hopeless China, Jesus died for thes,

Here in the homeland, with its friends and loved ohes all,
Thousands are waiting, heeding not the call.
Volunteers are needed — quickiy Lrain and arm for fight.
Never more unheeded — we will send the light.
CHORUS
Jesug, precious Jesus, we will do or die for Thee.

Jesus, Dlessed Jesus, here am I, send me.
C. A. RUSSELL,

Farming wn India

Frr Hindus are a nation of farmers, the great majority
getting their living direeily from the soil. In faet, India
has many more farmers than we have men,. women, and
children in the United States, The farmers raige all kinds
of crops. They grow wheat which compeles with ours in
the markets of Burope. 'Their colton is mixed with that
from our Southern States in many of the great factories of
the world, and they raise quantxties of coffee, spices, indigo,
and opium.

You would maturally lhink such people would be rich.
We find them terribly poor. The clothing of the men, as
they worl in the fields, is liltle more than a strip of white
cotton five vards long, which they wrap aboui their bodies
and puil between their legs, fastening the ~end at the
walist.

The .poor people in this part of Hmdustan eat just enough
to keep them alive, and it is saild thatl there are millions
who do not know whal it is to go to bed without being hun-
gry. Their food is rice or millet, and their drink is water.
In the opium districts we are told that the farmers some-
times feed their children opium to take away their hunger
and to keep them from feeling the cold, Millions of men
in India support their families on an income of fifty cents
a week, and we see women who are working in the fields
for aboul three cents a day.

The farming lodls are of the rudest descnptlon The
Hindu plow is Httle more than a sharpened stick. It is so
light that the farmer -carries it to and from the fields on
his shoulders. The furrows are mere scralches on the sur-
face of the ground, but lhe fields are gone over so often

that the soil is ground to dust, and is made to produce very

large crops.— Carpenier's Geographical Reader.”

.An Indian Store

Frg business of the cities of India is dome in bazaars.
We find bundreds of little stores under one roof. Bach
store iz not much bigger than a dry-goods box, and the dark-
faced merchant within it squats on the fioor, with his goods
piled around him.

There are many such men connected with the jewe]ry
shops, and we soon learn that the making of jewelry is one
of the greatest industries of north Hindustan. The Hindus
have been noted for ages for their fine work in gold, silver,
and precious stones.

We have heard of these wonderful jewels of Indla s past,
and we see thal the women almost everywhere are loaded
dqwn with necklaces, bracelets, and rings; so we ask to be
taken to the jewelry shops.

TFhe store which we firgt visit is little more than a hole
in the wall, 1t iz about ten feet square, and is entirely open
to the street. The owner of the store, who is dressed in a
long gown, does not look very rich, and we think our guide
has made a mistake.

The merchant, however, asks us to come in, and offers
ug 2 seat on the floor, He direcis a servant to bring a red
cashmere shawl, and spreads thig out between us and him.
He gives another direction, and the servant goes over to the
corner of the room and brings back a bundle. [t locks like
a lot of old clothes wrapped up in a dirty white cotion
cloth.

The bundle is placed in front of the merchant. He opens
it and spreads out befor's our eyes a stock of gold and silver
jewelry, of diamonds, rubies, sapphires, and pearls, which
dazzle our eves. Upon the red shawl he lays bracelets and
strings of pearls, rubies, and sapphires. Beside them he
places a necklace of diamonds, each of which i3 as big as a
good-sized bean, and to these he adds strands of topazes and
emeralds, hanging one by the other from a great gold band,
or &et in curiongly carved gold, There are rings of all
prices. There are brooches of many kinds, and we almost
gasp as we. see the fortune before us.— Carpenter’s Geo-
graphical Reader.

Wild Animals of India . T

You would not think that a eountry so thickly populaied
ag India conld have many wild animals, The peninsula of
Hindustan, however, has vast jungles composed of foresi
trees, ‘thickels of bamboo, creeping vines, and growths of
underbrush of that dense kind whick is found only in trop-
ical countries.

In these juhgleS, fierce tigers roam, pantherg have their
lairs, and jackals, hyenas, and wolves make night hideous
with their cries. The wild heasts dash out now and then
tnto the farming districts and kil men, women, and children,
It-ig estimated that three thousand persons are eaten every
vear by Ligers alone, and in a single year sixty-one thousand
cattle perished from the attacks of wild beasts.

The rhinoceroses which are found in the swamps of the
Brahmapuéra valley often grow to be gix feet in height, and
the great horms above their noses gonetimes attain a length
of more than a foot. There are crocodiles from elghteen to
twenly feet long in many of the Indian rivers, and there are
wild elephants in some parts of the country, | )

Elephants are caught by driving them into stockades or
great pens which are made \in the forests. The process is
very dangerous, for if an angry elephant can get at a hunter,
he will jump upon the man and crush him. When the
hunter falls to the ground, the elephant kieks him back-
ward and forward between his fore and hind feet, and some-
times, it is said, by means of his trunk and his feet, tears
the hody Iiml from limb.

The tiger is very strong. He ean strike down a cow with
a blow of one of his paws, and can drag it off with his leeth,
His claws are as white as 1vory, and almost as hard as
steel, They can be covered at will, like those of a cat, and
they are drawn in by the tiger while he is walking, so that
they are not worn and blunted by being rubbed against the
ground.— Carpenter’s Geographical Reader,’
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Devotional Meetings for January 28
Senior

Topic: The Highway of Guidance.
1. Song Serviee {Suggested songs for meeting — “ Christ
in Song,” Nog. 713, 706, 611, 530, 527, 729, 305.

Prayer for guidance.

. Secretary’s Report.

. Seripture Study: Eph. 5: 15-17; John 2:5;
(See “ The Scripture Lesson.”}

Talk: Determination,

Taik: Learning.

. Talk: Doing.

. Recitation: And So T Dare.

, Ask guestions, and give two minutes’ quiet time to

think.
. Closing Prayer. .

Junior

7:15-18.

[y
=]

Topic: The Boy Makes the Man.
1, Song Service,
Morning Watch Drill.
. Prayer,
. Secretary’'s Report.
Song 563,
Superintendent’s Talk: The Boy Makes the Man,
. Talk: Sir Isaac Newion,
Talk: Lord Shaftesbury.
. Recitation: Round by Round.
. Talk: Norman Wiles.
. Closing Prayer.

S D 00 w3 T T 00 B0

Bl et

Plans and Suggestiong

Learning to know and deo Christ’s will is one of the most
important problems that young people have to solve. And
it is not an easy one for many. Because of this and because
the matier to be presented is of importance to every one
who is honestly seeking to do right, special prayer and work
should he given to this program.

CGather together the members who have parts on the pro-
gram, for a few minutes of prayer before the meeting. Ask
God's blessing that the presentation of the topic shall im-
press and bring heip to those who iisten,

Special Senior Note

The song service may be one that will help in the unity
of the program if care and attention ig given to the selection
of the uumbers. Give special attention to the three talks,
Nos. 5, 6, and 7. They should be short, yet right to the point
and given with conviction. As far as possible, the speakers
sheould be those who have had experience in living what they
are now talking about, After No, 9, give a few minutes of
duiet time and ask the members and others present to turn
their thoughts inward and see if they have been doing, and
if thoy have known, what God’s will was for them.

Special Junier Note

This program is one of two which will be arranged for the
Juniors, The second will be, “@Girls Make Great-Hearted
‘Women,” Where it is thought advisable by the superin-
tendent, it may add zest to the program to have the giris
prepare the one for the hoys and the boys one for the girls.
Good judgment should be shown in the matter, however.
In some socleties it would be far better for the boys ta pre-
pare theirs and the girls their own.

Talks— These should be carefuliy prepared. Do not have
them read. If possible, place further material in the hands
of the one who is to give it, or where cther biographies are
available, have the older Juniors work out something orig-
inal, More may be added to the material already given.

. The last talk is about one of our own recent heroes, A
fuller accouni of his sacrifice may be found in the Review
of May 18, 1921, on page 10, under the caption, “ A Mission-
ary Martyr,” Another account, though not so accurate, is
to be found on the last page of the Review of April 7, under
“ Present-Day Ploneering.” Don’t fail t¢ get more Infor
mation about this noble young man.

Superiniendent's Tolk— Aim in your taik to show the
boys and girls that though young, the incidents they meet
day by day bear an importani reiation to what they will
become. Describe a race where the runners crouch in line,
every muscle tense and every eye straining, each ready to
dash away on the second. How the runner relates himself
to the start, will mean much in the close. A great railroad
builder chooses the materials which he uses at the begin-
ning of his irack with as much care as he chooses that
which will make the iron way at its close. Just so God is
carefully selecting the everyday happenings which make
the iife of the boy. The things that come to the boy come

for a purpose. They willi shape the life of the man. Every
architect has a blue print of the entire building, but the
stones and timber of the foundation to a large extent de-
termine the strength of the house. Will God do less for the
boy or girl who is to be a part of His holy tempie? Further
illusirations may be used — all to show the boys and giris
the importance of their lives at the present time, and what
it may mean to them ta reiate themselves rightly to the
events of every day. If posgible, make the lesson concrete
by telling the experience of some acquaintance, similar to
the following: Robert was just like any other wholesome,
hearty boy of twelve. He loved to play ball, and he conid
jump over just as high a fence or swim just as swift a
gtroke as any other boy his gize. But Robert had very
exacting duties at home. The little mother had been iii
for many a weary month, and Robert was the only one to
whom she eould turn for help. Did he fuss? No indeed;
he was too game for that. Instead, he fearned how to sweep
the floors just so, how to malke the clothes fresh and white,
and even how to irom them and put them away. Once or
twice some playmate called him gissy, but Robert was too
well liked and too much of a boy for that title to stick.
And years after, when he looked back, he was giad for the
providence which had given him those tasks, and he was
elad, too, that he had done those tasks cheerfully and well,
for that very skill had given him a position whieh paid his
expenses through eoliege, and which was for bhim the open
door of a long, useful iife.

Round by Round

Wt cannot see the way ahead,
But this we know each day,

That heaven may crown the steep ascent,
And hope ig ours alway.

This iadder round we climb just now
Is all we see, no more;

But smooth or rough, it lits the same
Up toward the King's own door.

— Selected.

Ask These Questions

WaaT ways of finding out God’s will have you found most
cffective? Did you ever have a direct answer to prayer?
Does your daily Bible reading guide your actions in your
daily life? Have you found it hard to submit to what you
knew to be God's will for you? What was the result?
Have you been satisfied? Have you ever givem up some-
thing that you greatly desired, because you feit that Christ
walted you to? Wasn't it worth while?

The Scripture Lesson

BeEcaUse human nature does not change, the things that
Paul wrote for Ephesian ears are worth listening to by
American ears asg well.

“Look how you walk, Misgionary Volunisets, redeeming
the time, because the days are evil.”

And the days ere evil. A glance through any metrapoli-
tan newspaper or anh examination of the weekly papey of
the erossroads will prove that. The whole world seems
upside down. Even professioual optimists are despairing,

There are three key-words in the legson: Omne is “ under-
stand.” Eph. §:17. If we are to be effective redeeming
Christians, we must undersiand Christ's wili. The second
is “do,” John 2:;5. If we are to he effective Christians,
we are to do Christ's will, "The third key-word is “ will.”
John 7:17." If we are to bhe effective Christians we must
w"iutto do Chrigt's will. That 18, we must determine to
do it,

Perhaps this last is the most important. Because, after
all, before we can do His will, we must understand what
His will is, and before we can understand what His wiil is,
we must have the defermination to find out about the matter.
Just saying and praying, “ Thy Kingdom come. Thy wiil
be done,” is not all there is to do. There is no time to sit
back and wait for a revelalion of Christ's will. Jesus said,
If any man will do God's wiil (that is, if any man is de-
tormined to do God's wili), God wili reveat Himself to him.

Determination

MaroARET SBLarrEry tells the story of a girl who willed
to do the teacher's will. She greatly admired her teacher,
and whenever the teacher expressed the desive to read a new
book, to have the class see a fine picture, to use certaln ma-
terials for a lesson in painting or drawing, this girl would
always promise that that book would be brought, the ple-
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ture, would be gladly lent by her father —she would supply
all the desires of her beloved teacher. But almost never
was the promise fulfilled; still she continued to promise.

One afternoon her teacher talked with her after school,
and showed her a list of twenty-one things that she had
promiged to do and had not done,

“1 know you do not intend to be untruthful,” the teacher
told her. * Whenever you promise to do a thing, the other
girls smile. You wanted {o be chairman of the lunch com-
mitiee the other day, and 4id not receive a single voie, not
because the girls did not like you, but because they counld
not depend upon yow.” .

The girl interrupteci her teacher by saying: “ Twelty-one
promises broken! Twenty-one! I shall keep every one of
them.”” Then she burst info tears, and the old excuse fell
from her lips, “ I meant to; [ really meant to! "

After a long talk the teacher said, “ What I most need is
that you do thingg”

Right then a determination was borr in that girl. Before
she had desired only, but now she was anxious, yes, de-
termined. She willed to keep her promises, With her love
and admiration for her teacher, she was able to keep her
determination fresh and strong.

It ig in this sense that we should be determined to do
Christ’s will. To do His will does not passively mean to
say, “Yes, I am willing to do whatever God wishes me to
do, if He wiil only show me.” It is all right to say it, but
saying it alone will not save any one. It never gets any-
where. Willingness means determination to find out at
any sacrifice what God wants us to do with our lives. 'Will-
ingness means thinking and praying about Hig will, and
bringing our best energles to His service and to His church,
This attitude brings a congtant revelation of His will for us.
But it takes determination. U. V. w.

Learning

A pErsoN is determined to find out Ged's will, If he
puts a littie thought and effort on the matter, he will find
a number of ways in which it will be revealed to him.

Of these things be assured: There is a part of God’'s will
which every one may know-—a universaj part. There ig
also a part of Qod’s wiil which no one knows but you—a
particular part.

The first ig written in the law of God, and in the Bihle
and in nature and in God’s work and given through His
servants and ministers. This will of God works through
nature’s laws, and we¢ must recoghize this,— through the
laws of health, laws of moderation, regularity, exercise,
cleaniiness, order. This is the firet law to learn and to
gtudy. Then there are His statufes, His commandments,
Hig tegtimonies, given through His servanis.

The part of God’s will which no one knows but you is
revealed in a different fashion.

If you wish to find out how God wants you to meet some
particular situation which you are facing, you may first
try your best to logically reason out the matter, Conscien-
ticusly consider all phases of the situation and try to ar-
rive at a fair and sane conclusion,

- Then you may be helped to a deecision by experience, that
is, by your contact with, and your observation of, other
peaple.

Thirdly, you may find out the will of God through advice
— by going for help to a minister or your frlends, te some
Christian person whose opinion you cherish,

To be added to these plans, or rather to be an integral
part of them, ig prayer. Christ was a man of prayer. He
prayed constantly to find out the will of His Father., He
never decided any question without going to His Father in
prayer. And when He prayed for God’s will, it was revealed
to Him through His mind.

By thie simpie method people may today know God’s will
as truly ag did Christ. A man I know was trying to make
up his mind whether he ought to aceept a certain business
offer or not. And he reagoned about it and he asked his

friends about it. Then he weni to put the matter into
higher hands. He went into his room and shut the door and
was ¢uiet for a long time. When he finally came out, he
greeted us cheerfully. “God doesn’t think that I ought to
take it,” he said.

And this is true. To follow with prayer tbe dietates of
eonscience is to walk safely and carefully. If you are de-
termined to follow God's will through reasoning, through
experience, through advice of friends, through prayer,
through your conscience, you may find out, And the find-
ing will not be so hard as it at first seems, U V. W

Doing

Woex you have found out the will of God, there is left
only the necessity of doing it. Sometimes that is not so
easy a® it sounds. (od’'s will may change you from a
lucrative business of several thousand dollars a year to
misgionary service in a foreign country,

God’s will may send you across the sea, when yon wanted
Lo stay at home. God’s will may make you a Bible worker,
when you wanted to be a society woman. God’s will may
make you sacrifice, when you wanted to enjoy.

But the doing of His will iz the price of real Christianity
and of real Missionary Volunteerism., * God has a life plan
for every life. In the eternal counsels of His will, when He
arranged the destiny of every star, and every sand grain
and every grasg blade, and each tiny insect that lives for
but an hour, the great God had a thought for you and me”

Our life is fo be the slow unfolding of this thought, as
the cornstalk from the corn, or the flower from the grad-
ually opening bud, It was a thought of what we were to

‘be, of what we might become, of what He would have us

do with our days and our influence, with our lives. But we
have the power to evade this — we are free moral agents.
But by choosing God’s way and making it our way, there
will never be any vain regrets — there will be nothing hut
silceess,

There are two classes of people in the world today:

1. Those who wané God's will in their character.

2. Those who have God's will in their career.

The first arein the world 1o Hive. They have a life. The
geconnd are in the world to minister, They have a mission.
The second class represenis success-— true suceess and
happiness, U, v. w.

.

Anud So I'I)are

*Axn go I dare not ask to pray
For winds to waft me on my way,
But leave it to a higher will
To stay or gpeed me, trusting stili
That all is well, and sure that He
‘Who launched my bark will sail with me
Through storm and calm, and will not fait,
Whatever breezes may prevail,
To land me, every peril past,
‘Within His sheltering haven at last.
Then whatsoever wind doth blow,
My heart is glad to have it so;
And blow it east or blow it west,
The wind that blows, that wind is best.”

Sir Isaac Newton

“WiLL that boy ever learn his lesson?” sighed Isaac’s
teacher. Yes, the great Sir Isaac Newton, one of the wisest
men that ever lived, was the despair of his teachers. He
would much rather fool away his time with a few tools
and a stick of wood thau study his books, And yet he was
a thoughiful, manly little fellow.

One day, however, a playmale ¢f his, a hot-tempered,
fiery boy, became angry at him. Before Isaac could see
what was coming, a stinging, gickening blow hit him square
in the pit of the gstomach. Isaac reeled and grew faint. All
that day he felt too sick to think much. But he was
young and healthy, and the next day found him much like
himself. But what should he do? Should he hit back and
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continpe the feud? Isaac thought the matter over carefully.
I;Iﬁ'_‘deci_ged,hefd‘ gel ¥ even” with that boy, hut he wouldn’t
stoop fo usg his flgts. . He would heat him with his brains,
No, he, didn’t intend to make a ciub of his head either; he
could do better than that. ¥He would study and bheat that
hoy in hlS lessons That would be a victory mere warth
whlle

And sto as the days Went by, “astonighment filed the minds
of hig teachers. Never before had they dreamed that Isaac
could do so well, He sgeemed fairly to leap to ithe head of
his classes, and then because his efforts were hut fun for
him, he raced along, leaving his friends and teachers gasp-
ing, 1t was sald of him that “he took the lead in every
branch of knowledge he pursued, and, at the zame time,
kept his eyes cpen in the direction of his natural bent.”

¢ And so Isaac Newton became the greatest living thinker
of his age. - He once said that all he had accomplished was
due to the fact that he had learned to thinlt for himself,
Thus the blow of a schoolnate gave to the world a great
man, Can we say that anything whieh happens to a boy
is unimportant?

Lord Shaftesbury

He was & little nobleman, with a hig house to live in
and servants to wait on him, and yet — he was one of the
mogt miserable little boys in all England., O, he was just
hungry to be loved. His father was too busy, and his hand-
some, selfish mother wag ioo interested in society, And sc
little Anthony was lonely and wretched. No one fook any
interest in him except the kitchen maid. She it was who
told him Bible stories and taught him to love God

And then came the years of his schooling — cold, miserahle -

years they were, when Anthony knew actual want because
of the neglect and i1l trealment of his parents and teachers.
Perhapa it was his suffering that made Anthony’s heart ten-
der toward others in want. But there is one incident which
gtands out abave all others, and which shaped the life of the
man, It is of that, that [ wish to speak, Ounly a scene in
the street! A group of poor drunken men were carrying a
rough coffin, which bore a dead comrade, to the graveyard,
On turning a corner, they dropped their burden. The scene
wag a horrible one, and Anthony, though but a mere boy,
cried out, “Can this be permitted because the man was
poor and friendless?” From that time on he became a
friend to the poor. His great Jife, which brought a blessing
to thousands, ig one which God abundantly blessed and
the scene of the street which might have been forgotten,
or even laughed at, by many hoys of twelve, bore great fruii
for the Master. Do wou think it just happened?

Norman Wiles

NonmMan WiLks was a healthy, wide-awake boy — just a
regular, normal boy, full of fun and life. Perhaps he, like
many another bov, read the stirring stories of the heraes
of old and longed te do something great himself, Little
did he dream of the chance that God was going to give him
to prove himself. But the father had dreams for his son,
toa, He was proud of the manly fellow, and he dreamed of
the time when his son would play an important part in the
affairs of the world. Wealthy and influential, he conld give
Norman exzceptional advanlages in education, and a start
on the pathway of life that many a boy might long for,

Norman was just sixteen when God began to point out
is path te him. He hrought him in contacl with zome
God-fearing people. Norman caught a glimpse of the won-
derful sacrifice of Jesus for him and of Hig marvelous love,
and he determined to follow Him. It meant taking up a
cross, it meant joining a church despigsed by his father.
Norman loved hig father, but he had learned to love Jesus
and value His companionship above all else, and he did not
he51tate ,

The father whose hapes ‘were ihus blasted tried m every
way to shake Norman’s purpose. Al last, when he saw it
was| useless he ordered the boy from his home. Vainly

Norman pleaded for a kind word; the father coldly refused.
to acknowledge him Jjonger as a son.

Norman was fatherless, except for that Father who never
forsakes. - God directed his steps to one of our schools,
where he worked his way through, and when he was gradu-
ated, the Mission Board was glad to send him to ane of
their most difficult fields. And Norman waa glad to respond.
Some way the call to hardship stirred his soul.

But befare leaving, he tried once more to win his father.
Barved from entering his own home, he went to his father's
office. ‘There he told his father of the mission before him.
Once more the father turned cold eyes on the pleadiilg son,
“1f you are such a fool a8 to spend your life thus,” he gaid,
“ihe soaner you get out that deor; the better.” And Nor-
man went out, never to see his father again.

To the natives who had fallen se low that they ate human
flesh, he gave all his time and thought. There, in burning
heat and drenching rains, he served his Master. His ro-
bust health weakened under the strain, and there, whiie
toiling for the men he had come to save, he fell, a hera in-
deed -— one who has already inspired many others to foliow
his example. . ’

Missionary Volunteer Programs for
Advanced Schools

For Week Ending January 7
Topic: The Untrodden Way.

- 1922 still looks a bit new and’ strange te us. What
will its reecord be? It will be what we choose to make it.
“ Wyerything depends upon the right exercize of the will”
Let this program be devoted to the making of resolutions
and a study of how (0 keep them. A résumé of the leading
events which have transpired during 1921 may be profitably
rendered, Plans and prospects for the New Year may he
discussed, (See regular pregram for further suggestions.)

For Week Ending January 14
Topic: For the Rest Year Ever.

The regular program containg suggestions which may
very profitably be congidered in this service. See that
the variouns goals are placed before the young people in an
interesting and enlhusiastic way. This ls a splendid time
Lo secure more Bible Year and Standard of Attainment en-
rolments, Your conference Missionary Volunlteer secrelaly
will gladly furnish vou with these.

For Week Ending January 21
Topic: India. -

The 1922 Missionary Volunteer offerings are to go to the
iand where Brahmanism binds men with its fetlers of caste;
where Hindulsm, with its millions of gods, is a blighting
curse; where Gautama was horn and Buddhism first ap-
peared; where the gerpentine trvail of the False Prophet is
geen; and where the devolees aof other heathen religions, the
Jains, the Sikhs, and the corrupt animists, are numbered by
the millions. Study India; work for India; give to India;
pray for India; volunteer for India. Why not permit (he
Fareign Mission Band to take charge of this program?
Helpful suggestions may be found in the regular prdagram.
{See also “ The Christian Conquest of India,” “ Native Life
in India,” “ Punditi Ramabai.”

For Week Ending January 28
Topic: Open
—_— el

German Reading Course Books

Tk German Reading Course hooks for the season 1921-22
have been decided upon, and ave as follows: “ The Ministry
of Healing” and “ Unselfishness of God.”

The regular price of these two hooks when bought sepa-
rately amounts to $3.25; but when purchased for the Reading
Uourse and ordered together, they will be supplied, postpaid,
for $2.50. All Missionary Volunteers who are interested in
reading the German Course should avail themselves of this
gpecial reduction and obtain these excellent books.

+

Are You Reading It?

Many are reading it every week. They find something
stimulating and helpful, algo of deep interegt. Not only on
two special pages do they find these things, but on other
pages they are rediscevering the great fundamental truths of
thiz message. You are wendering what they are reading?
It ig the new department, “ Young Men and Young Women,”
that appears in the Review each week. For a weekly stimu-
lation read these two pages-— they ave specially written and
edited for you, And tell others about them.
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