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Sabbaths with Special Offerings'During 1922

ML 1T - RS “Midsummer, for Missions

Ootoher 7 coeeivaneecs ‘Work for the Colored People

December 16 . ... Annual, for Missions
Special Programs

August 12 o e Educational Day

Deeembar 9-16 vcececescnemmsrmessrmrersemec cranreeseeneens Week of Prayer
Regular Programs
Missionary Readings in interest of missions every third Sab-
bath each month (exeept December). First Sabhath each
month, Home Missionary serviee.

Higher Attainments

Iy the sehool of Christian ezperience there are no graduation
eXereises, With the worker for God—and this should mean
every church member — there is ever semething ahecad to be
gained, some improvement to be made, some height to be scaled.
Even with a world of ambitious mountain elimbers, it is said
that the highest peak on earth, Mt. Everest, piercing the clounds
at 29,141 feet, or more than five miles above sea level, has not
a8 yet been scaled by man, There are also large areas of the
.earth’s surface where the foot of man has net trodden.

The mine of Bible truth, likewise, has many umexplored
pockets of golden ore. Theso await the diligent Bible student.
By the improvement of fragments of time, often allowed to run
to waste, chureh officers and other workers can store away in the
mind that which will be of great use in more efficient service
for God.

Some valuable ingfructiom is found m * Gospel Waorkers”
under the subject of “ Self-Improvement,” Here are a few
extracts that are well worth careful study, and more, putting
into everyday practice by all wofkers in the cause of God:

“ God hag no use for lazy men in ¥is ecauge.”

“ Bach year they [ministers, and the same prineiple applies
te other workers algo] should develop a deeper piety, a more
tender spirit, a greater spirituality, and a more thorough
knowledge of Bible truth” )

« Many have failed, signally failed, where they might have
made 2 success, They have not felt the burden of the work;
they have taken things as leisurely as if they had & temporal
wmillenninm in which fo work for the salvation of souls”

« Men of God must be diligent in study, earnest in the ae-
guirement of knowledge, never wasting an hour. Through per-
severing exertion they may rise fo almost any degree of emi-
nence ag Christians, as men of power and influence.”

« Having entered the school of Christ [‘ X am meek and lowly
of heart’], the student is prepared to engage i the pursuit of
knowledge without becoming dizzy from the height to which
he is climbing. , . . As his mind enlarges and expands, pure
streams of light pour into his soul.”

“ Seare—h, study, and pray; facc every difficulty manfully and
vigorously; call the power of will and the grace of patience to
your aid, and then dig more earnestly till the gem of truth Hes
before you, Ii}ain and beautiful, all the more precious because
of the diffienlties involved in finding it.” — * Gospel Workers,”
Pp. BV7-280.

And when the gem of truth iy found, count not that this is
the only one to find. Here is where many fail. They spend too
much time rejoicing over the one gem. The very next sentence
of counsel is, “Do not, then, continually dwell upon this one
point, concentrating upon it all the energies of the mind, and
congtantly urging it upon the attention of others: but take an-
other subjeet, and carefully examine that [Ttalies ours]. Thus
mystery after mystery will be unfolded to your comprehension,”
—1Id., p, 280,

The grand themes presented in the Book of God, the choice
treasures found in this mine of truth, blended as they are into
one -harmonious whole in the third angel’s message given us 4s
a people, ought to be imcentive emough for every Seventh-day
Adventist church officer, ag well as the entire floek, to put the
mind at work upon these various topies and doetrines until
they become so familiar to ns that we shall be prepared te give
a reason Tor the hope that is within us with meekness and yot
so elearly as to carry conviction to the hearts of those with
whom we communicate. The eultivation of the minds of the
believers to eomprehend the values of these heavenly truths is
of highest importanee in the sight of God. Note this:

“ Mental eulture is what we as a people need, and what we
must have in order to meet the demands of the time. Poverty,
humble origin, and unfavorable surroundings need not prevent
the enltivation of the mind. . . . The minds of all should be
stored with a knewledge of the truths of God's word, that they
may be prepared, at any moment when reguired, to present
from the storelouse things new and old, . . . The time has
come when God says, Go forward, and eultivate the abilities I
have given you. . . . Thoge who have the sanctifying power’
of the truth npon their hearts wil] exert a persuagive influence,
Knowing that the advocates of error cannot create or destroy
truth, they can afford to be calm and considerate.” —Id., pp.
280, 881,

T. E. B.

Gabriel’s Relation to the Prophets
(Concluded)

It ghould ever be remembered that each person has his
guardian angel from the earliest moments of life, whose work
it is to warn him by persenal testimony, This is illustrated by
Hagar’s experience (Genegis 18); by dreams, as in the case of
Abimeleeh (Gen., 20:1-7); in visions of the night (Job 33:
14-18); in the case of Pilate’s wife (Matt. 27:19), and in that
of the Roman centurion (Aets 10: 1-8), But in no instance

were they called the prophets of God, to give messeges to God’s -

people. Gabriel’s mission was t0 give messages to God’s JFee
ognized prophets to ingtruet the people of God from the days of
Adam to the closing seenes of this world’s history. And every
tranggression of the words speken by angels will reccive a just
recompense of reward. Heb 2:32, 3. “In the highest sense
the prophet was one who spoke by direct inspiration, eom-
municating to the people the messages he had reeccived from
God.” — « Education,” p. 46.

In 2 Peter 1:13-31, affer referring te what he gaw and
heard on the mount of transfigurdtion, Peter says, “ We have
also a more sure word of propheey [more sure than what he
had heard with his ears or seen with his cyes]; whereunte ye
do well that yo take heed, as unte a light that shineth in a
dark place, until the day dawn, and the day-star arise in your
hearts: kmowing this first, that no prophecy of the Seripture
ig of any private interpretation. For the prophecy eame not
in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as
they were moved by the Holy Ghost” This shows how God
regards His prophets, \

-




2 THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE

Revelation 1:1-3 shows l}ﬁw all revelation t.)rvpropl}ecy”‘c‘:irig‘jr-;
nates with God, and is first given to Thiist, whe sende His
angel (Gabriel) to éommunicate it to the prophet: “ The Reve-
lation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto Him, to show unto
His servents things which must shortly come to pags; and He
[Christ] sent and signified it by His angel unic His servant
John: who bare record of the word of God, and of the iasti-
mony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw. Blessed is
he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this propheey,
and keep those things which are written therein: for the time
is at hand.” These words will apply te every message brought
to any true prophet of God from the days of Adam to the
closing seenes of time.

n Revelation 19: 10 we read: “ The testimony ef Jesus is the
spirit of prophecy” Revelation 22:6: “These sayings are
faithful and true: and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent
His angel to show unto Hig servants the things which must
shortly be done” Revelaticn 22: 16: “ 1 Jesus have sent Mine
angel to testify unto you these things i the churches” This
angel i3 Gabriel. Again, in the eighth and ninth verses we read,
“T fell down to worship before the feet of,the angel which
showed me these things, Then saith he unte me, See thou do
it not: for I am thy fellow servant [i. e, I have brought you
this message], and of thy brethren the prophets [i. e., I have
brought the prophets messages even a3 I hring them to you],
and of them which keep the sayings of this book [i. e., I shall
do the same thing te the remuant, Rev, 12: 17]: wership Ged.”
Gabriel iz the angel of God’s presence. {See Luke 1:19; Isa.
63:9.) He is the one that went before Israel. Ex, 32: 34;
33: 8, 13, 14, ¢

Thus it is plainly stated that this same angel (Gabriel) who
brought the messages to the prophets, brought the message to
John and to those whe keep the sayings of the book of the
Revelation, .

Tt was scon after the passing of the time in 1844 that Sister,
White had her first vision. This vision eontains a history of
God’s people down to the end. What she has written since is
a development of her first writings, “TUpon us is shining the
accumulated light of past ages” — “ Testimonies,” Vol. VIII,
p. 116, In eight of her leading hocks she has developed the
‘anbject matter ef over fourteen thousand texts. Im no sense
whatever do Sister White’s writings take the place of the
Bible, or give & new Bible.

“In ancient times Ged spoke to, men by the mouth of
prophets and apostles. In thess days He speaks to them by
the Testimonies of His Spirit. There was never a time when
God instructed His people more earnestly than e ingiruets
them now concerning His will, and the course that He would
have them pursue.

“Warnings and repreofs are not given to the erring ameng
Beventh-day Adventists because their lives are more blame-
worthy than are the lives ef professed Christians of the nemi-
nal churches, nor because thei;- example or their acts are worse
than these of the Adventirts whe will not yield obedience to the
claims of God’s law; but because they have great light, and
have by their profession taken their positicn as Ged’s special,
chosen people, having His law written in their hearts, They
signify their loyalty te the Ged of heaven by yielding obedience
to the laws of His government. They are God’s representatives
upen the eaxth. Any #in in them separatey them from God, and,
in n special manner, dishonors His name, by giving the enemies
of Hig holy law occasion to reproach IHis cause and His people,
whom He has called ‘2 chosen gencration, a royal priestheod,
a hely nation, & peculiar people,’ that they should shew forth
the praises of Him-that hath called them out of darkness into
His marvelous light” — “ T'estimonies,” Vol. V, pp., 661, 662.

" 8. N. HASKELL.

God’s Call to His Church

“ ENLARGE the place of thy tent, and let them streteh forth
the eurtains of thine habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords,
and strengthen thy stakes; for thou shalt break forth on the
right ‘hand and on the left; amd thy seed shall inherit the
Gentiles, and make the desolate eities to be inhabited. Fear
not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: neither be thou con-
founded; for thou shalt not he put to shame” Isa. 54:2-4

The Terd is speaking here eoncerning His chuteh; and He
uses this partienlarly besutiful figure, speaking of it 28 a
tent, or & dwelling-place, 2 habifatien. It is a very beautiful
figure; and one always thinks of the patviarchs of old, who
lived in tents. Our minds go bhack to Ahvaham, who lived in o

tents As his family inereased; he .emlarged that tent; and as
ha enlarged the tent; he muet needs lengthen the cordsy and as
the tent grew and the ecords'would lengthen, he must strengthen
the stakes and drive them deepsr.

God uses this figure, and He says to His people today,
Enlarge, enlarge, enlarge; strengthen, strengthen, and lengthen.
God would have us plan as He has planned; He would have us
see as He sees. Glod wishes that our vision might be as broad
as His vision, and that we might be able by faith to ses the
greatness of His plams and the wonderful triumph of His work
as we push on info earth’s remotest bounds.

You notice He says, “8pare not.” In all your plans, plan
largely and liberally. In all your dealings with God and His
work, deal liberally, Do not be small er stingy or niggardly
in your gifts and in your plans and in your crganization; but
push on and on, and strengthen your stakes, and establish the
work in all the earth, That is really the thought of the text.
Throw the lines away out into the farthest reaches of the earth,
and theve drive the stakes, Lengthen the eurtain until there
shall be established in the uttermost parts of the earth the
church of the living Ged, which ghall minister the sincere milk
of the werd te the souls that shall be born of His Bpirit inte
Hig kingdem,

Why sheuld we plan so largely? and why should we give so
liberally? and why should we strengthen our work and reach
out se far? Ah, He says, “ Ter theu shalt hreak forth ¢n the
right hand and on the left.” Then He throws in this blessed
asgurance to those whe have been long in the way, to those whe
are lecking for His coming and for the triumph of His work:
“TFear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: neither be thou
cenfeunded; for thou shalt not be put to shame.” Praise God
that this blessed message of the glorious and seon coming
kingdem of our Lord will triumph, and triumph glorieusly, in
this generation.— Q. Montgomery, in General Conference Bul-
letin, May &4, 1988, ‘

Suggestions for Successful Effort

Concerted Action

“ THuE secret of our snceess in the work of Ged will he found
in the harmonicus working of our pecple. There must he eon-
centrated action, Every member of the body of Christ must
act his part in the cause of God, aceording te the ability that
God has given him., We must press tegether against obstruc-
tions and Jiffienitics, shoulder fo shoulder, heart to heart” —
Myrs. E. G. White, in Review and Herald, Pee. 8, 1890.

Maintain the Dignity of the Work

“Be sure to maintain the dignity of the work by a well-
ordered life and godly conversatien., MNever be afraid of rais-
ing the standard too high. The families who engage in the
missionary work should come elose to hearts, The Spirit of
Jesus should pervads the soul of the worker; it is the pleasant,
sympathetic words, the manifestation of disinterested love for
their gouls, that will break down the barrieys of pride and
selfishness, and shew to unbelievers that we have the love of
Christ; and then the truth will find its way to the heart. This
ig our work, and the fulfilling of God’s plan. All coarseness and
roughness must be put away frem us, Courtesy, refinement,
Christian goliteness, must be cherished, Guard against heing
abrupt and blunt. Do net regard such peeunliaritios as virtues,
for God does not ge regard them, Endeavor net to offend any
unnecessarily,” -— Mrs. E. G White, in Review ond Herald,
Nov. 25, 1890.

Whole-Hearted Service

“ We have evorything to encourage us in engaging in the
work of the Lord, in secking to save souls for whom Christ died.
‘What we need is whole-hearted missionaries, who will give
themselves to the work of Ged without reserve, and work fer .
those who are nigh, and for those who are afar off. New is the
time te co-cperate with the angels of heaven in bringing the
light of present truth before the people. Wake up, brethren
and sisters; for the night is far spent, and the day is at hand.
‘Work while the day lasts, for the night eometh in which no
man can work. "While merey still lingers, go forth to rescue

‘souls that are perishing, lest while you linger it hecome ever-

lastingly too late. ¢And he that reapeth recelveth wages, and
gathereth fruit wnte life efernal’” —Mrs. B. G. White, in
RBeview and Herald, Noy. 6, 1894,

“WHAT the world needs today is the light of Christ’s example,
reflecied from the lives of Christlike men and women.— ¢ Pesti-
monies,” Vol. IX, p. 136.
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HBome Miggionary Department

THE HARVEST INGATHERING FOR
'MISSIONS

Suggestive Program for the First Sabbath
Home Missionary Service
(To be held Septemher 2)

OrENING SoNg: “Onward, Christian Seldicrs,” * Christ in
Song,” No, 656.
Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 54.
Call to His Chureh.”)

Prayer.

Study from Writings of the Spirit of Propheey.

Song: “How Cheering!” “Christ in Song,” No, 724 (or
gpeeial musie).

Pregentation of Topies “ A Place and a Work for All in the
Harvest Ingathering”

Setting the Goals,

Plans for the Promotion of the Work.

Prayer for Guidance and Blessing on the Efforts of AllL

Closing Song: “ Even unto the End,” “ Christ in Song,”
No. 537,

{See article entitled, “ God’s

Note to the Leaders

Perhaps no other missionary service of the year places go
great and definite vespongibility upon our church leaders as
the Harvest Ingathering serviee; and it i3 eertain that we have
never faced a Harvest Ingathering campaign when the needs
of God’s cause were so great or the openings for the extension
of the third angel’s message more numerous, There is every
reason to be of good courage, for the hand of God iz elearly
seen directing in the affairs of His chureh, and His Spirit s
moving upon the minds of men and women in darkened lands
in a marvelous manner. As % workers together with Him,” we
need have no fear of failure. Finaneial conditions throughout
the wérld are on a more solid basis this year than in 1921, and
the prospects are bright for a most successful campaign,

All neeessary eampaign supplies furnished hy the Southern
Publishing Association, Nashville, Tenn., should be ordered in
ample time to be distributed at this service, These supplies
consist of the Watchman Magazine, Official Solicitor’s Card,
Goal Card, and booklet of Information and Suggestions. Do
not fail to order the various foreign Hayvest Ingathering maga-
zines in sufficient quantity to supply the different nationalities
in your eommunity. These should .be ordered from the Pacifie
Press Publishing Association, Brookfield, III, .

The Goal Chart should be placed in the church at this service,
and the amount of money which your church is asked to raige
to meet the conference quota should be placed at the top of the
« chart i plain figures. Full explanation ghould be made as to
the work to be done, the records to be handed in, ete, At this
meeting, also, the Goal Cards should be passed out to all the
members, and opportunity given for each to indicate to just
what extent his serviee can be depended upon. While it is de-
sired that all shall plan to solicit at least the sum of $10, main
emphasis should be placed upon the Service Goal, asking all to
pledge @ certain nambex of hours to be devoted to the Haivest
Ingathering work, and devote the entire proeeeds from the
work of these hours to the misgion fund, Home who hesitate
to set a definite finaneial goal, will be glad to find that they
can do their part by pledging faithful sexviee in hours; and
under the blessing of God, there will be no difficulty in the
finaneial results’ being all and more than is suggested for the
individual goal. .

The plan of limiting the time of the Harvest Ingathering
campaign will, we feel sure, meet with your hearty approval,
Much depends on getting every one interested and at work at
the very beginning of the campaign, and to this end your
eatnest co-operation is solicited. There iz reason to believe
that every chureh, by organization and carsful planning on the
part of the leaders, can bring the Harvest Ingathering campaign
to a sueccesgful finish in a much shorter time than has been the
rule during the reecent years. Let us make the 1922 Harvest
Tngathering campaign a banner record for concise, diligent, and
conscerated effort, keeping ever in mind the definite instruetion
to the workers from the servant of the Lord: “ Be diligent in
your efforts; live under the guidance of the Holy Spixit.”

HoME MIssioNArRY DEPARTMENT.

. Gop expects personal gerviee from every one to whom He has
intrusted a knowledge of the truth for this time.—* Testi-
monies,” Vol. IX, p. 30.

¥ you are doers of the word, life will indeed be to'youn a
living reality, and you will find that the reward is abundant.—
« Pestimonies,” ¥ol. IX, p. 37. PR

A Study from the Writings of the Spirit of Prophecy

{Extracts from unpublished manuseript written by Mrs, E. G,
"White, dated June 5, 1014.) ‘

1. WHAT especially important duty confronts Seventh-day
Adventists at the presont time?

“In all the relationships of life, whether in the intimacy of
the home circle or in the business and social world, there are
many ways in which Seventh-day Adventists may acknowledge
their Loxd, and win gsouly for His kingdom. We are living in
the closing years of this earth’s history, and it iz especially
imporbant that we lose no time in acquainting others with the
precious truth that will prepare them to stand blameless before
God in the day of judgment”

2. What is God’s design to accomplish through the individual
members of His church?

“ Those who elaim to be looking for the return of the Saviour,
should bring into active service all the powers of their being.
The ehurch on earth i3 to be the light of the world. God de-
signs that through the individual members of ¥ig chureh, life-
giving beams shall shina forth into the dark places of earth,
and into the heart of every benighted soul. Thus the whole
earth is to be lightened with His glory.”

3. What indorsement is given to the Haxyvest Ingathering
plan? .

“TIn the providence of God, those who are bearing the burden
of His work have been endeavoring to pul new life into old
methods of labor, and also to imvent new plans and new meth-
ods of awakening the intercst of chureh members in a united
effort to reach the world. Ome of the new plans for reaching
unbelievers is the Harvest Ingathering Campaign for Missions.
In many places, doring the past few years, this has proved a
suecess, bringing blessing to many, and inereaging the flow of
means into the mission treasury. As those not of our faith
have been made aequainted with the progress of the third angel’s
message in heathen lands, their sympathies have been aroused,
and some have sought o learn more of the truth that has such
power to fransform hearts and lives. Men and women of all
classes have been reached, and the name of God has been
glorified.”

4. What worthy example of diligence in presenting the needs
of God’s work is brought to view?

“In years past, I have spoken in favoer of the plan of pre-
senting our mission work and its progress hefore our Lriends and
neighbors, and have referred to tho example of Nehemiah. And
now I desire to urge our brethren and sisters to study anew
the experience of this man of prayer and faith and sound
judgment, who made bold to ask his friend, King Artaxerxes,
for help with which to advance the interests of God's eanse,
Let all understand that in presenting the needs of our wovk,
helievers can refleet light to others, only as they, like Nehemiah
of old, draw nigh to God,; and live in cloge connection with the
Giver of all Xight. Our own souls mugt be firvmly grounded in a
knowledge of the truth, if we would win others from error to
truth. We need now to search the Seriptures diligently, that,
as we become acduainted with unbelievers, we may hold up
before them Christ as the anointed, the ecrucified, the risem
Saviour, witnessed to by prophets, testified of by believers, and
throligh whose name we receive the forgivencss of our sins.”

5. What is every believer now called npon to do?

“As we exalt the cross of Calvary before others, we shail
find that it exalts us. Let every believer now stand in his lot
and place, eatching the inspivation of the work that Christ did
for souls while in this world, We need the ardoer of {he Chris-
tian hero who endures to the end, ever beholding Him who is
invisible. Our faith must have a resurrection. Wherever we
are, and whatever our opportunities, whether limited or ex-
tended, we are to exert a positive imfluence for good.”

6. How may the purpose of God for His workers be car-
riedl out?

“In order to fulfil the purpose of God as laborers together
with Him, it is not necegsary that all believers work in,the
same manuner or along similar lines. No precise lines are to
be 1aid down, Let the Holy Spirit divect each worker; and let
cach be willing to listen to the\counsel of those who have been
chosen to lead out in the various activities of the ehureh. Thus
the truth will ever stand on vantage ground.

“ SBome can best Teeommend the truth, not by afgument or
talk, but by living the principles of truth, by leading a modest,
humble life as consistent disciples of the meek and lowly Christ,
Bspecially i this true of those who are unable to give an in-
telligent reason for their faith, and of these who have a zeal
not according to knowledge, Such believers ghonld talk lesy
in vindication of our faith, and study their Bible more, letting
their deportment bear eloguent testimony to. the power for
good, which the truth exercises on heart and life. .

“‘Be ready zlways to give an answer to every man that

- asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you, with meeckness




4.

and fear’ The fear here spoken of does not mean distrust or
indecision, but with due caution, guarding every point, lest an
unwise word ho spoken or excitement of feeling get the ad-
vantage, and thus leave unfavorablo impressions upon minds,
and balance them in the wrong direction. Godly fear, humility,
and. meekness are greatly needed by all, in order to represent
correctly the truth for this time.”

7. What divine assurance is given to every believer?

“ God desires every believer to be a soul-winner; 'and He
will bless all who look to Him in confidence for wisdom and
guidance. As they move guardedly, walking in wisdom’s way,
and remainiug true to the Lord God of Israel, the purity and
simplieity of Christ, revealed in the life practice, will witness
to the possession of genuine piety. Im all that they say and
do, they will glorify the name of Him whom they serve. -

“ The believer who ig imbued with a true missionary spirit,
is a living epistle, known and read of all men. The truth goes
forth from his lips in no feigued words. His piety and zeal
and .consecrated judgment grow with the passing days, and the
unbelieving world sees that he ig in living commumnion with
God, and ig learning of Him. The words spoken by eonverted
lips are aceompanied by @ power that touches the cold hearts
of unbelievers; for even those who know not God are enabled to
distinguish between the human and the divine”

8. What are the requirements for success in soul-winning
service ¢

“ My brethren and sigters, do you fecl the sanctifying power
of gaered truth in heart and life and character? Have you the
assurance that God, for the sake of His dear Son, has forgiven
your €ins? Are you striving to live with a conscience void of
offense toward God and man? Do you often plead with God
in behalf of your friends and neighbors? If you have made
yoiir pesce with God, and have placed all upon the altar, you
may engage with profit in soyl-winning service.

“In following any plan that may be set in operation for
carrying to others a knowledge of present truth and of the
marvelous providences connected with the advancing eause, let
ug first condeerate ourselves fully to Him whose name we wish
to exalt, Let ng also pray eamestly in behalf of those whom
we expect to visit, by living faith bringing them, one by one,
into the presence of Geod. The Lord knows the thoughts and
purposes of man, and how easily He can melt us] How His
Spirit, like a fire, can subdue the flinty heart! Ho¥% He can
fill the soul with love and tend¢rness! How He can give us the
graces of His Hoely Spirit, and fit us to go in and out, in labor-
ing-for souls! The power of overcoming grace should be felt
throughout the church today; and it may be feli, if we take'
heed to the counsels of Christ to His followers. As we learn
to adorn the doctrine of Christ our Saviour, we shall surely see
of the salvation of (Grod.”

9, What special ingtruction has the Lord given for those who
engage in the Harvest Ingathering work?

“To all who are about to take up special missionary work
with the paper prepared for use in the Harvest Imgathering
campaign, I would say: Be diligent in your efforts; live under
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Add daily to your Christian
experience, Lt those who have special aptitude, work for un-
believers in the high places as well as in the low places of life.
Search diligently for perishing souls, O, think of the yearning
desire Christ has to bring to His fold again those who have
gone astray!

“ Watch for souls as they that must give an account. In your
church and neighborhood missionary work, let your light shine
forth'in such clear, steady rays that no man ean stand up in the
judgment, and say, ¢ Why did you not tell me about this truth?
Why did you not eare for my soul?’”

10. What speeialJ effort should be made at all times through
the medium of trath-filled lLiterature?

“ Then let us be diligent in the distribution of literature that
has been earefully prepared for use among those not of our
faith. Let us make the most of every opportunity to arrest the
attention of unbelievers, Iet us put literature into every hand
that will receive it. Let us conseerate ourselves to the procla-
mation of the message, ¢ Prepare ye the way of the Lord; make
straight in the desert a highway for our God!’ Divine and
human instrumentalities are to units for the acecomplishment of
one great object. Now is the day of our responsibility. ¢ The
Spirit and the bride say, Come, And let him that heareth say,
Come, And let him that iy athirst eome. Aud whosoever will,
let him take the water of life freely.,”

Gop ealls upon every church member to enfer His service.
Truth that is not lived, that is hot imparted to others, loses its
life-giving power, its héaling virtue. Every one must learn to
work, and to stand in his place as a burden-bearer.— “ Testi-
monies,” Vel. VIIT, p. 47.
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A Place and a Work for All in the Harvest Ingathering

“ W& are homeward bound. He who loved us so much as to
die_for us, hath puilded for us a city. The New Jerusalem is
our place of rest. . . . It will not be long till we ghall see
Him in whom our hopes of etérnal life aro centered. And in
His presence, all the trials and sufferings of this life will be
as nothingness.” This comforting assuranee of the Spirit of
God i8 reecrded in “ Testimonies,? Volume IX, page 287, and
i8 much nearer realization at this hour than when it was written
some Years ago. ‘

The year 1922 marks a new milestone in the journey of God’s
chiliren toward the “ place” which the Saviour has gone to
prepare, and the eye of faith discerns more clearly the man-
sions in our Father’s house. We can almest cateh the strains
of the song of the redeemed of all ages, from every kindred,
tougue, and people, as they surround the throne and aseribe ail
glory and honor ta the Wather, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
whose presence hag sustained through all the earthly pilgrimage
and who welcome the blood-bought throng to eternal bliss,

God ie today deing a great work in the earth, and all heaven
is astir with intense interest and activity in the closing events
of the work of redemption. Tt is impogsihle for the finite mind
adequately to keep pace with the fleeting movements of the
angelic host who “excel in strength, . . . hearkening unto
the voice of His word,’ and are “sent forth to minister for
them who shall be heirs of salvation,”

Among that great eompany of delegates to the General Con-
ference of May 11-31 of the present year were men who had
given constant study for many years to the development of
the work of the third amgel’s message throughout the world
and who justly felt that they had a falrly aceurate compre-
hension of the up-to-date extent and statue of this work, But
as reports covering the world fleld were rendered, and co-
workers from far and near told of how God’s Spirit had miraen-
lously prepared the way for the third angel’s message— not
simply onee, but time and time again~— the most profound
students of the present-day situation as related to the eause
of God, wers led to acknowledge that the coneeption of God’s
dealing with and for His people, marvelous and inspiring
though it had been, eame far below actual realities as revealed
in the personal experience of the workers.

As in the days of former Israel the divine Leader was veiled
in a pillar of fire and a pillar of cloud, but ever present and
ever mindful of the needs of Hig children, so today, theugh
veiled from view, we see the stately steppings of the same leader
in the awakening among the heathen and their earnest appeals
echoing from the most remote corners of the earth, “ Come over
and help us! ” The presence of the divine Leader is also mani-
fest in the miraculons protection of our workers as they enter
the strongholds of the ecnemy, fearlessly proclaiming to the
captives deliverance from sin, and establishing in the hearts
of these liberated ‘captives the joy and peace of heaven.

As an illustration of the wonderful leading of God in pre-
Paring the way for the third angel’s message, we cits a few in-
cidents ag mentioned by the delegates to the recemt General
Conference which, although they have appeared in the General
Conference Builetin and may have been read befors, will bear
repetition for the sake of the encouragement they bring.’

Elder W, H: Brauson, of South Africa, told of many mani-
festations of the powerful work of the Holy Spirit upon the
hearts of the people of Afriea, proving that God is going be-
fore His servauts and preparing the way for & speedy work.
Frequent letters are received hy our missionaries there, telling
of places, hitherto unknown to fhe missionary, where from
twenty to thirty in a place have accepted the message, and
earnestly call for workers to help in developing further in-
terest., The following is one incident related by Elder Branson:

. ¥ At the Bethel Mission, in Kafirland, the brethren had a very
interesting experience that indieates in another way how Geod is
moving upen hearts, The head of the school and some of the
students were out holding a meeting on Sunday afternoon in a
village seven miles away from the station. They had been hold-
ing meetings there every Sunday for several weekd. This Sun-
day afternoon another man, a native, was holding a meeting in
this same village, only in another part, and he was preaching a
sirange deetrine to those people. ge was preaching to them that
the Lord is coming again the socond time, and that the seventh
day is the Sabbath. Some of the people who had been over and
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heard our hoys preach, eame up to him and said, ‘ You are a ,

Seventh-day Adventist’ Hs said, * Who arve they? T never
heard: of such & people” ‘ Why,’ the villagers, roplied,  they are

the people who preach as you preach, that the seventh day is the |

Sabbath, and that the Lord is eoming again,’ ¢ If {here are any
such people in the world, T should like to find them,’ he replied.
They told him that the people they referred to were holding a
meeting net far awsy, and he gladly followed them to the place,
‘and found our missionaries, They had a long vigit with him,
and heard his story. He told them that hs had bought ° Bible
" Readings’ (English) from =z canvasser,— hé did not khow who
the canvasdser was,— and had read this message out of thai
hook, Then he began to preach what he had learned. He was
an ordained minister in ong of the mission societies, but when
he began to preach this messags he wag digfellowshiped from
his echurch and was cut off as a worker, But he told our mis-
sionaries that he had dedicated his life to the preaching of the
message he had found in the book, and that he had built a
church thirty-five miles from there, and had dedicated it to the
preaching of the Sabbath truth, Thus had the Spirit of Ged
brought re-enforcement to the work in this unexpected manner.”

Elder 8. E, Kellman, of the Cuban Mission field, said:

“ It greatly strengthens my faith in this message to see how
God has gone bhefore us., Some time ago, when we had just
started work in Cuba, our colporteurs were going about, and
one of our young men went up into ths mountaing & little way

beyond Santiago. As he was explaining his book and telling

something about the advent peligion, the man to whom hs was
gpeaking, said, ‘ You keep Saturday for Sunday, don’t yout’
“Yes, I observe the seventh day as the Sahbath, was the reply.
You must have a religion liks Don Pedro,” the man said,
¢ Who is Don Pedro?’ asked the colporteur, ‘ What religion bas
he?’ ¢Come with me, said the man, ‘and I will take you to
Don Pedro’s house’ The colporteur went, and they found Don
Pedro, who told his story. IIs said that he had left the city of
Santiago becanse hs had become disgusted with religion as it
was known there, in the form of Catholicism, and had gome to
the mountains, and there spent his time in prayer and in the
study of God’s word, While there, it was revealed to him that
the gseventh day of the week is the Sabbath, and he at onee
_bogan the observange of it, and had been keeping the true Sab-
bath ever since, not knowing that any other people were do-
ing so0.”

Still snother wonderful demonstration of God’s leading in
the lives of Theathen peopls was related by Elder W, W,

Fleteher, of India;

“ Bvents in the Karen world have been shaping 8o ag to sef
many open doors before our workers. In the closing decade of
the last eentury, a herstical sect arose among the Karems, which
while making a specialty of teaching concerning the second
coming of Christ, and holding much that is true In that con-
_neetion, combined much that is wnscriptursl and superstitious
with the teaching, In October of 1920, ths leader of the ¢ Klee-
how’ people, as this seet is called, claimed to havs had a vision
directing him to observe the soventh day as the Sabbath of the
Tord, His people at first refused to follow him in this, but
just at the critical juneture, by some means unknown to us, a
copy of our Karen tract on the Sabbath truth was placed in his
hands. He brought this evidence before his elders, who were
mueh impressed, and the result was that the whole seet of about
fomr thousand people began the observance of the Sahbath.
This was unknown to our missionaries until quits recently, as
these people are seattered about the country, mostly in isolated
places. It was a strange incident that brought our brethren in
touch with them, and it came about in this way: )

“ No great distance north of Rangoon there livey a religious
fanatic who claims for himself divine attributes, This man was
-impressed with the cover picture of our Burmese magazine, con-
neeting it in some way with some of hiy own teaching. He
_gtirred up ths people in his vieinity to send for our workers
to address them in a series of meetings. During these meebings,
our Karen missionaries took the Karen people aside and taught
them in their own language. Many of them weré of the ¢ Klee-
bow ’ gect, and among them one of their ministers, Later one
of cur inisters visited ths leader of these people, and had an
interesting interview with him, with the result that he has sent
out word to his people everywhere that thay are to Treeeive the
Adventist preachers gladly, and listén to their teaching,

« Another strange development oecurred in this same connee-
tion, The leader of a non-Christian seet in another part ef
India had a dream that troubled him. THaving called together
his counselors, and being able to obtain no light from them as
to the meaning of the dream, it was deelded to journey to the
headquarters of another sect, known as the ‘oil anointers’ to
ask their help. The united council of the seets produced mo
better results, so it was decided to send a deputation of in-
quiry to a eertain ‘ holy man ' at some distance, Now tliis hap-
pened to be the very same man referred to above, living no}'th
of Rangeon. On hearing the recital of the dream, he im-
mediately interpreted it as referring to the Adventists, and
semt the deputation on to our mission houge in Rangoon, See-
ing the men wero Karens, our missionary in charge at Rangoon
gent on the request to Xlder K. B. Hare, who had eome in eon-

taet with the ¢ Kleebow’ sect, to vigit these Karens at their
headquarters, Elder Hare undertock the journey, knowing
nothing of the strange eircumstances that had led to this eall,
and wondering in himself what it could all mean. He reached
the ‘oil anointers’ first, and a gathéring of upwards of five
bundred men elad in white robes and with white turhans on- their
heads, listened with rapt attention to his teaching, Continuing
his journey, he later addressed a large gathering of the ¢ Maw
Ley? people’

In telling of these impressions made upon the heart of the
men of these heathen tribes, and the remarkable manner in
wiich our workers eame in contaet with these people, Elder
Fletcher stated that it must not be concluded that all these
people are on the point of beeoming Adventists, even though
they may have begun to keep the Sabhath, They are still in
great darkness and superstition, and it is impossible to prediet
what the outecome of our work for them will he; but the poini
which Elder Fletcher did emphasize was the great change which
has come about in the situation confromting our workers. A
short time ago the workers were distressed at their inability to
get the villagers to listen to their message, but at the present
time there are thousands of people seaitered all over Lower
Burma who are anxious to hear the truth, and it is easy to get
congregations numbering hundreds of people, This change has
been brought about in suech a way that our brethren feel that
the Lord has some great and good purpoese in it,

Dear brethren and sisters, do you think that God would gpen
up these great stretches of territory in darkened lands and
cause men to rise up everywhere and embrace the truth, and
present to the remmant chureh multiple opportunities to plant
the standard of truth in the uttermost parts of the earth, with-
out ¢nabling the workers to secure the necessary means, courage,
and fortitude to adequately mect the requirements? No, indeed,
All God’s biddings are enablings. The only possibility of fail-
ure lies in the hands of the church — individually and collee-
tively, But God will finish the work, and will be furnished the
human channels of eommunication, for *a ghort work will the
Lord make upon the earth,” The wheat i3 rapidly being gath-

‘ered from among the tares, ready for the ast great harvest;

and there is an ever-increasing ecompany of loyal, faithful dis-
ciples of the Loxd Jesus geing forth clothed with the garments
of salvation, comquering and to eonquer, Truly, “Like a
mighty army moves the church of God,”” and as the advance is
made, lot all swell the inspiring strain —
“ Omward, Christian soldiers,

Marching as to war,

With the crosz of Jesus
Going on before”

There is no neutral ground in the Christian warfare ¢ He
that is not with Me is against Me,” states our Captain; and in
the great conflict hetween righteousness and evil not ome is.
excused from serviee. There must first be in the individual
heart the respense to the call of our Leader, which implies
surrender to His soversign will and victory in the life over the
subtle and tenacious wiles and manipulations of the usmrper.
If the hosts of sin triumph in the life of the individual, there
is sure to be defeat in ths eombat on the larger field of battle.
Men and women who are redeemed and are vietors over the
enemy in personal experience are able to render valiant serviee
in the eause of heaver’s King, and for every redeemed soul
there ig a place, and a work to be done in the eloging conflict,
Not one is exeused. This ig clearly stated:

“All who are ordained unto the life of Christ are ordained
to work for the salvatiom of their fellow men. . . . Not all
ean fill the same Flaw’ but for all there ts a place and a work.”
— Tegtimontes,” Vol. VIII, p. 16.

““ The Lord has a place for every one in His great plan” —
14, Vol. IX, p. 37,

Ib"‘d There is earnest work for every pair of hends to do” —

T, 3

“The Lord has His ¢ye upon every one of His people; He
has His plans eoncerning each” —Id., Vol ¥I, p. 12,

Fellow comrade in the closing work of the third angel’s
message, wheréver you are, whatever your emvironment, what-
ever your station, you are under honds to make your life of-
fectual in winning souls for the heavenly kingdom, The call
of the hour i# to “ the men and women comprising our ehurch
membership,” bidding them * rally to the work, and unite their
afforts with those of ministers and church officers,” This must
be done ere the work of God on this earth ean be finighed,
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Tt is with profound gratitude to God that we as a Home
Missionary Department see the rising tide of misgionary activity
becoming more and more apparent in our ehurches throughout
the: world, and observe truly marvelous results in soul-winning.
God’s Spirit is resting upon the humble efforts of the men and
women who make the place of business and the home an evan-
gelizing agency, and from these quiet centers reach out to the
uttermost length in Chrigtian service.

We have now ecome to the time for the annual missionary cam-
paign of the church — the Harvest Ingathering for Missions;
a work which ealls for the hearty co-operation of every man,
woman, and child whose name stands on our church register, and
of as many more Christian friends as may be touched with the
impulse to lend 2 helping hand in this important braneh of the
Lofd’s- work. We must today enter upon & much larger,
stronger, and far more enthusiastic campaign in behalf of our
Tnission fields than ever before. Elder W. A. Spieer, who for
the past twenty years has been most intimately in touch with
missions at home and abroad, makes the following signifieant
statement : ’

“ The suceess in mission lands depends upon a strong work
at all the home bases; and our prosperity in the older home
fields depends upon the outlook toward the finishing of the
work, and the inspiration that only a’ strongly advaneing mis-
smnary cause affords. The dlv;ne summons rings out to us
more urgont than ever before, ‘ Spare not, lengthon thy eords,
and" strengthen thy stakes.’”

“ We must look the problem sguarely in the face,’: states
Dlder A, G, Daniells, “ The great majority of the natious,
kindreds, and tongues to whom we are commanded o proclaim
our Lord’s last message of mercy and warning, are in the su-
perstition and darkness and tervible degradation of heathenigm.
If they are cver veseued, it must be done by the church in the
homeldnd. Our duty is plain; our responsibility very great;
and ocur condemuation will be terrible if* we prove untrues to
our Lord at this time.”

" Wrhile we listen with intense interest, and our hearts rejoico
at the accounts of how Providence is working upon hearts and
mazrvelously opening the way for heralds of the truth which we
love, it must not be overlooked that there is involved therewith
a personal respongibility of inereasing magnitude. Much will
depend upon the regults of the Harvest Ingathering campaign
this year as to just how far' it will be-possible to enter these
providential openings. What a priccless opportunity is ours
to step into the gap of the great necd and meke available the
1922 Harvest Ingathering mission budget of $1,250,000, secured
in the main from peopls of the business and commercial world
who consider it a privilege to respond to so definite a call for
such @ specific need in Christian work. God asks for willing
service in behalf of His work in distant lands during the next
six weeks of the organized Harvest Ingathermg campaign.
“There must be no failure. With each in his place, doing his
part, the task which assames gigantic proportions in the dis-
tance, is quickly, easily, and cffectively sccomplished. ‘

The Plan in Detail

Ho familiar has beeome the term “ Harvest Ingathering for
Missions ¥ during the fourteen years in which this work has
been promoted, that explanation here as to its meaning seems
unhecessary. The booklet of ¢ Information and Suggestions to
‘Workers,” whieh has been prepared for free distribution in all
churches, ¢ontains much of value and inspiration for the launch-
ing of the work at thig time. Every one should have a copy,
and read it carefully. Scattered throughout our churches and
companies there 18 a miscellaneous company of mew bglievers,
whose feet have heen turned into the way of truth sinee the
previous Harvest Ingathering effort, and these should receive
#pecial help from experienced workers in entering upon this
campaign, We arve told that “every one who is added to the
ranks by conversion is to bhe assigned his post of dhty.”—
“ Testimonies,” Veol, VII, p. 80, Thig applies to all Hnes of
misgionary work in gencral, and in particular to the Harvest
Ingathering work at just this time. And these new belisvers
ars often the most enthusisstie and diligent Harvest Ingathering
workers, May God riehly bless them, onc and all. One of the
" new members in a eertain church heard of the plan of soliciting
for missions, and enthusiastically started at once to do what
she could. While on the street ear, going from her home to
. the place of meeting, she suceceded in collecting about seven

dollars. “ How many papers did you use?” she was asked.
“Paperst” she exelaimed, “I didn’t know there were any
papers! ¥ While God does bless the loyal worker, it iz well that
all should be informed concerning the organized plan of the
work which has been proved most successful; and it is very
egsential that all workers be supplied with the excellent Watch-
man Magazine, which is attractive, inspiring, and conveys to
the eontributor important information concerning the work of
God, and many times brings convietion to the heart and leads -
to acceptance of truth. These Harvest Ingathering Watohman
Hagazines are fumished free of charge in ample quantity to
all, but ecare should be exercised to avoid an overstock and
waste of these papers. At the time of helding this Sabbath
servies, a supply of magazines, information booklets, and Offi-
cial Solicitor’s Oards should be in the hands of cvery church
member, or with the chureh mxssmnary geeretary, ready to he
distributed at the elose of the service. Let nome leave this
service without the desired portion of this literaturs.

The Task Apportioned

As stated befors, the Harvest Ingathering goal for the world
field this year is $1,250,000. In Europe, Australia, Afriea,
South America, the Far East, and in the various mission sta-
tions in what is now known as the Inter-American Divigion
of the General Conference, the Harvest Ingathering work has
made such encouraging progress during 1921 (and in Australia
and Great Britain for a number of _years previous) that it is
estimated the amount Whmh these ficlds will be able to raise
this year. will be at least $5DD 000. Thig leaves $750,000 as the
amount of' the World Goal to be raised in the United States and

Canada. This amount has been apportioned among the various
union and local conferences, and reapportioned for every Sev-
enth-day Adventist church, eompany of believers, and iselated
member. - Not one is ovorlooked in this great work for the
Master.

The actnal per eaplta, amount necessary to raise this 8750, 000
in North Ameries is $7.85. Some can and will collect much
more than this,-and some may find it difficult to raise this
amount. It is suggested that all aim to secure at least $10 in
Harvest Ingathering funds. Let ecach one make this his in-
dividual goal, and under the blessing of God there need be no
failure, and it will be possible to fully reasch and somewhat
exceed the fofal sum of $750,000,

Service Goal

- This Is a comparatively new feature of Harveat Ingathermg
work. Mueh has been said in the past eoncerning financial
goals, but the plan of setting a goal in the numbor of hours
to he devoted te Harvest Ingathering work, vather than the
amount of money pledged, has recently come into favorable
consideration. To the Jamaiea mission field we ave indebted
for the suggestion and the suceessful demonstration of the
plan for the past two years. It has been found that where the
worker will ‘pledge a definite number of hours or days to the
work, and faithfully fill in the time, the financial returns are
larger than the worker might feel ixclined to specify on the old
basis; and alse, whatever the returns, whether—smaller or
larger than the per eapita amount needed, the worker has the

- gatisfaction of knowing he has dome his full share of the work,
" and the financial result is the fruitage of God’s leading and

blessing in the effort put forth, So we recommend this plan,
particularly to any who may feel fearful about stipulating the
exact amount of money they can gecure. Dedicate to God at
least ten hours during the time of the Harvost Ingathering eam-
paign, and there need be no fear as to the financial results at-
tending faithful service. But permit one further suggestion in

connection with the Servies Goal, and that is that there be as
brief a space of time as possible between' the timo of setting
the goal and the investment. of the time in service, Do not
put the work off for a week or two wecks, or toward the close
of the campaign. Make the task you assume your first husiness,
Co-operation of every worker in expediting the Harvest In-
gathering campaign means much to the suceess of the effort.

Length of tlie Campaign
At the recent General Conference the following reeommenda-
tion eovering tho length of the Harvest Ingathering campaign
was adopted: .
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“ WHEREAS, the Harvest Ingathering for Missions is es
sentially a great spiritual campsign, and we believe that a
shorter campaigs will yield greater results; therefore,

“We recommend, That the duration of the campaign be
officially limited to a maximum of six weeks, the partieular
peried to be decided by each unlon econference aeccording to
the loeal conditipns, but in harmony with the plan of the Gen-
eral Conference”

For some time there has been a widespread convietion that
the Harvest Ingathering campaign has been oo long, and it is
the consensus of opinion that mueh will ke gained by a ‘shorter
and more -intengive effort. During receni years the Harvest
Ingathering eampaign has, in many localities, been permitted
to sxtend over a period of several months, and in some instaneces
there has secemed to be perpetual Harvest Ingathering solicita-
tion Ty the c¢hureh members, This has a tendeney to hinder
other lines of work which must have due attention im proper
order, and it is not justice to the cause at large for the
churchey to be loaded down with unfinished Harvest Ingather-
ing duties when other equally important work should recsive
attention. If all will take hold in narnest, the campaign can
be brought to a suceessful and satisfactory comelusion in at
least six weeks’ time. And this does not mean that a church
shonld plan on six weeks’ time, Lst every church plan fo finish
up the work in one week, or two weeks dt most, and this will
give time for eonferences and unions o have the entire field
covered before the close of the mixth week, ‘

The offieial date for the eampaign this year i3 from Septem-
ber 1 to October 14. In some fields there must be some change
in this date to meet loeal conditions, but not in the length of
the eampaign. All the preliminary work for the ¢ampaign has
received attention during preecding weeks, and today cvery
one should be fully equipped and prepared to take up the work
at once. - . .
True Basis of Successful Eifort

As stated In the above recommendation, © The Harvest Tn-
gathering for Misgions is cssentially a great spiritual cam-
paign.” Al missionary aetivity, such ag Christian help work,
the giving of Bible readings, the distribution of literature, mis-
stonary correspondence, ete., should, in a special sense, he made
to bear fruit in the Harvest Ingathering work, for the friend-
ship established through missionary endeavor throughouf the
year will serve as a foundation for confidence and ready co-
operation in the Harvest Ingathering cail .for missions. This
missionary eampaignm 2dso paves the way for more exbensive
missionary activity in all lines, as the worker comes in contact
with new people and finds new needs which can be relieved
through kindly deeds and acts of love. Speeial attention should
be given to keeping a record of names and addresses of people
for future missionary attention, Herein lies one of the greatest
responsibilities in the Harvest Ingathering work.

-In short, the Harvest Ingathering for missiony erystallizes
all misgionary interest and activity into a mighty tide of con-
scerated funds, which enriches giver and reeciver, and brings
an abundant harvest of sowls in dry and thirsty lands where
the water of life is o urgently meeded. A great privilege is
ours in this far-reaching work. Let us be strong and of good

" courage, remembering the following admonition from the serv-

ant of the Lord:

“ Christ dispatehes His messengers to every part of His
dominion to ecommunicate Hig will to His servants. He walks
in the midst of His ehurches. He desives to sanctify, elevate,
and ennoble His followers, The influcnee of those who helieve
in Him will be in the world a savor of life unto life. Christ
holds the stars in IFis right hand, and it is His purpose to let
His light shine forth through them to the world, Thus He
desives to prepare His people for higher service in the chureh
above., e has given us a pgreat work to do. Tt us do it
faithfuily. TLiet us show forth in our lives what divine grace
can do for humanity.”—*¢ Testimonies,” Vol. FIIT, p. 23,

~ J. A. BTEVENS,

A Covenant by Sacrifice o

A coveNANT iy understood to be a solemn compact or agree-

ment between two parties, and ig smnulled only by failure oun

the part of onhe of the covenanters to live up o the agreement,

Our God is a eovenant-making God. Many are the “ everlast-

ing * eovenants of peace and blessing which He offers, subject
to terms of acesptance, to thoge whom He has redeemed.

God’s part of every covenant stands fast and sure. “T will
ngver lesve [R. V., foil] thee, nor forsake thee” *“My cove-
nant will T not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out. of
My lips.” Only huaman frailty and weakness can make the
covenant null and void. God ecalls for Hig people to make a
covenant with Him, and makes plain that the way this may
he done is “hy sacrifice.” In comparison with heaven’s giff
of the Saviour, and the inheritance of the redeemed throughout
eternity, it might seem unfitting to call anything which we can
do “sacrifice,” But God Himself has called it so. He who
knoweth our frame, who understands that we are dust, He who
is touched with the feeling of our imfirmities, e¢alls Chrigtian
service “sacrifice”’ And through the inspired writer He says,

. T heseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that

ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unte
God, which is your reasonable service”” TRom. 12:1. When
Christ returns to thiz earth, the eall is made, “ Gather My
saints together unto Me; those that have made a covenant with
Me by sacrifice.” Ps, 50: 5, It is well for each to ask himgelf
the question, Am 1 living np to the terms of the covenant agree-
ment by living a life fragrant with deeds of Christian serviee?

Liet the remnant church arouse and demonstrate anew in the
present Harvest Ingathering campaign the terms of the eove-
nant which it has entered into with the “mighty God, even the
Lord,” who bids His people © Arise, shine; for thy light is
come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee,” and prom-
iges to be with them “alway, even unfo the end of the world.”

Some sacrifice of time and pleasure may be involved in the
Harvest Ingatheriig for Missions, the suceessful promotion of
which depends so largély upon the eo-operation of every mem-
ber of the church, buf hersin lies a great opportunity to make
a covensnt with the Lord of hosts by such sacrifice; and surely
it is well worll while. Xet ail enter heartily into the work,
surrendering to be wsed by the Xoly Spirit as He awaits eur
demand and reeeption; and soon the work on earth will be
finished, and we shall hear the glad word, © Gather My saints
together unto Me; those that have made a covenant with Me
by saerifice.” . N

Reading Course Assignment for Month of September
First Week

“ Acts of the Apostles,” Chapter 23,

Special Study : Last two paragraphs of ehapter.

Reytew: (1) What principle of true education was strictly
maintained hy the Jewish people? (2) How did this prineiple
become manifest in the Christian life of the apostle Paul?
(3} What present-day ertors are rebuked by the teaching and
sxample of the apostle Paul? (4) What advantage did Paul
find 1n veaching a certaln eclass of people while employed at
his trade? (5) Is the routine work of iife a blessing or a
curse? '

Second Week

“ Acts of the Aposgtles,’ Chapter 34.

Special Study: Paragraph 2, pages 364, 365,

Review: (1) What exemplification of heaven’s prineiple of
unselfish ministry is set before the child of God? (2) Since
Christ’s ageension, how has His work for mankind been carried
ont  (3) . What gense of solemn responsibility and privilege
ghould govern the worker for God? (4) What help and in-
spiration may the gospel worker find in the experience and
instruction of the apostie Paul?

Third Week

“ Aets of the Apostles,” Chapter 35.

Special Study: Parvagraphs & and 3, page 381,

Review: (1) How did the Corinthian believers demonstrate
development in strength of Chrigtian charactexr? (2) What
essential doctrine in the plan of salvation is set forth in the
epistle of Paul to the Romans? (3) While Paul labored un-
ceasingly for all classes of people, for whom did he carty a
special burden? (4) What positive assurames i given that
many of the Jewish race will aceept Christ as the Messiah, and
that it is the duty of God’s minigters to take particular interest
in these people in all parts of the world?

Fourth Week

“ Acts of the Apostles,” Chapter 36,

Special Study : Paragraph 1, page 387.

Review: (1) What discouraging experience, common to the
Chrigtian laborer, 4id Paul encounter in dealing with the Gala-
tian workers? (2) What two essential principles in Christian
leadership are revealed in Paul’s manmer of dealing with the
Corinthian chureh and the Galatian church? (3) What element
of personal experiance gave cmphasis to Paul’s appeal? (4)
‘What was the resolt of the apostle’s earnest words of entreaty?



8 THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE

Missionary "Yolunteer
Pepartment -

Devotiona] Meetings for September 2

Senior

Topic: Our Church Privileges and Obligaiions.
1. Bong Service.
. Silent Prayer.
. Beripture: Psalms 84:1-12,
. Lieader’s Outline of the Topie, .
. Prayer,
. Reading: “ Roosevelt’s Reasons for Going
7. Talk: ¥ SBabbath Duty and Obligation.”
of Augunst 22 or 29.)
8. Racitation: “ Why People Go to Church,”
9. Symposium:- g, “ The Privilege”
‘ b, # The Obligation”
10. Reading: “ Blessed Ts the Man”
11, Clogsing RBong and Prayer,

Junior

Topic: In Debt to the Church.

. Song Service,

. Opening Exercises,

. Seripture Reading: Psalm 122,

., Superintendent’s Talk: “ What the Church Does for Me”
. Talk: * What Can I Do for the Church}”

Song: “ Christ in Song,” No, 474.

. Reading: “ The Program Commitiee Wins.”

8, Rol Call: “ Joining the Progressives,”

9, Close with Song and Prayer.

O O H O 'DD

to Chureh.”
(Bee Instructor

T TV 0 1O

Special Senior Notes

This topiec should be one of the most interesting and hene-
ficial. Probably your first thought is that it “looke rather
dry.” If it appears that way to you, go over thess notes eare-
fully and give extra thought to the suggestions, and undoubt-
edly you will see that this pregram can be made one of your
best and at the same time mpst praectical to the chureh where
you live, Tt iz well for us to consider our duties at home
before we plan and dream of doing some heroie thing in for-
. elgn lands,

No. 4— The leader’s outline may follow the thoughts here
outlined, We have as our Scripture lesson David’s testimony
of his love of the church, We shenld love the church as truly
as did David. If we are Christians, we are a part of the church
of God, and as n part we are able to enjoy certain privileges,
and in turn we should fulfil certain obligations. We are to
benefit only in the ratio that we give of our services. If a man
should join a lodge or a club or an asscciation, he would be
required to assume certain obligations or pay a certain amount
of money regularly. He would not expeet to obtain anything
in return unless he fulfilled his part. In the church of God
we are admonished to do eerfain things if we would benefit and
obtain the blegsings promised, And what wonderful blessings
and benefits we obtain for the small amount of service re-
guired! They are eut of all propertion, indeed. .

The Missionary Volunteer society is a part of the chureh,
ag are also the Sabbath school and the chureh sehool; these
and other organizations are but a part of the greater body.
T we would profit most we must not only avail ourselves of the
gpecial opportunities afforded in our own organization, but help
and assist in the larger body — the church, Asg we study this
question and refresh our minds on this subject, suppose we
eonsider ways whereby we can co-operate and help in the
church work and ehureh gerviees, and thus align ourselves more
definitely with this Glod-given institution that is throughout the
Bible and the spirit of prophecy acclaimed in the highest terms.
Thé truly serious and important responsibility of the churgh
and its duty as it affects us, is indicated in # Gospel Workers,”
pages 501 and 502. (Read next to last paragraph on page 501
and conclude end of paragraph on top of page 502.)

No., 6.— This can be given by a Junior, and should he ren-
dered clearly and distinctly, Emphasis may well be given by
the leader to the thomght that the vast majority of the great
men of America have been members of the evangelieal ehurches
and active in the work of their churches, This thought may
be added to the reading.

No. 7—PFrom this article in the Instruefor stress the need
of making the Sabbath one of help and inspiration to others,
This i a church obligation alse. There arc so many ways in
which the S8abbath may be made a delight, However, it ghould
be begun by attendance st the Sahbath scheol and then at the
chureh services. Young people ghould not negleet the chureh
services, .

No. 8-— This recitation emphasizes by a negative method the
reasons for going to ehurch. Tt is to make people think of why
they do go to chureh,

No. 9.— Give this symposium your snecial attention, It ig
most important. The subject is given in a different way and

.

requires your best efforts to. make it the most helpful. Qive io
two speakers whe are good leaders the two parts a4 and b, Let
them lead out and encourage the society to enter into the spirit
of the oceasion. FEncourage members to answer quickly and
readily. Have some one draw a pair of scales on the hlack-
board, or on a large sheet of paper hung in front of the
society. When this part of the program comes, tell the society
that you are going to put all the privileges in one seale, and
the obligations in the other™ As the members answer the ques-
tions given in the symposium, put a small number enclosed in
a circle over each seals, beginning at No. 1, then No. 2, efe.
Encourage each member to take part, and even the vieitors.

No. 10— Have it read clearly and distinetly.

Advertise your mbeting wall by picturing a giant pair of
scales with the church on one side and a large bex on the
other marked “ Duties,” . '

For additional study, see “ Clospel Workers,” pages 331,
501, 502, 26, 198-200. ‘ T. Y. W.

Special Junior Notes

Read the Senior notes earefully, and also the artieles sug-
gested for use on the prégram. They will prove helpful for
the Junior program,

Superintondent’s Tallk: “ What the Church Does for Me’—
The superintendent should pray earnestly that she may give
her boys and girls some idea of what the church can be to
them. It is a God-given instifution to make the Christian path
easier for them, The church is a Christian home where the
members can talk over their spiritual needs and get help. The
most wonderful blessings have come to companies of Christians
met together, At the time of Pentecost © they were all with
one accord in one place” Acts 2: 1. The disciples were pray-
ing and praiging God together, Once when a man who had just
aceepted Jesus asked RBilly Sunday if it were really best for
him to join the ehurch, that experienced man said, * No, you
don't have to take a steamer to go to Europe. The swimming
is good.”

Refer to David, how he rejeiced to go into the “house of the
Lord.” Xvery true child of God enjoys goihg into His house.

The church gives us Christian friends. TEvery one of uy has
had at some time a Christian friend whe has been an inspira-
tion, Tell the Juniors a little of what Christian friendship has
meant o you,

For further suggestions read No. 6 of the Senior program.
Bome of these thoughts may be adapted to the Juniors,

No, &: Talk: “What Can I Do for the Church? "— Every
chureh membper, whethexr Junior or adult, owes something to
his ehurch. TFvery Junior can do his part in making the Sab-
bath school a sueceess by heing on time, by being quiet and
reverent, by heing ready always to do what is asked. 'Then
every Junisr ecan pray, and every Junior can knew his lesson.

The Junior who gives this talk can think of many other
things he might do for his echurch, Tt might be well to write
out a list and submit it te the superintendent. Nos. 2 and 10
of the Benior program may give him some more ideas.

Rolt Call: “ Joining the Progressives.”—— The roll call shounld
be condueted by the superintendent. Explain that a progressive
party is one that does things. They are under the banner of
“1 will.” 'What every church needs is an army of willing
workers -— those willing to study, to pray, and fo work. Make
% eall to have every Junior Missionary Volunteer join the pro-
gressive party. ‘

If time permifs, it might be profitable to have a Junior give
& talk hased on No. 7 of the Bemior program. Every hoy and
girl should keep in mind what God expects of him on Sabbath.

Roosevelt’s Reasons for Going to Church

1. Iv this actual world, a churchless community, a com-
munity where men have abandoned and scoffed at or ignored
their religious needs, is a community on the rapid down grade.

2. Church work and chureh attendance mean the cultivation
of the habit of feeling some responsibility for ethers.

3. There are enough holidays for most of us. Sabbath is
not & holiday for mere pleasure, but the-Christian’s pleasure
will be found in doing good.

4. Yes, I know all the excuses. I know that one ean werghip
the Creator in a grove of trees or by a running broek or in
a man’s own house just as well as in chureh. But I also know
that as a matter of cold fact the average man does not thus
worsghip.

5. He' may not hear a good sermon at church, He will hear
a sermon by a good man, who, with his good wife, is engaged
all the week in making hard lives a little easier.

6, He will listen to and take part in veading seme beautiful
passages from the Bible, And if he is not familiar with the
Bible, he hag suffered a loss, )

7. He will take part in singing some good hymms,
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8. He will meet and nod or speak to some good guiet neigh-
bors. He will come away feeling a little more charitable toward
all the world, even towatrd those exeeedingly foolish young.men
who regard churchgeing as a soft performance.

9. I advocate a man's joining in church work for the sake
of showing his faith by his works,

Why People Go to Church

SomE go to chureh just for a walk,

Home to stare, langh, and talk,

Some go there to meet a friend,

Bome their idle time to gpend,

Some for gemeral observation,

Bome for private speeulation.

Some to seek or find a lover,

Some a courtship to diseover.

Some go there to use their eyes,

And newest fashions eritieize.

Some to show their own smart dress,

Some their neighbors to assess.

Some to scan a robe or honnet,

Some tg price the trimming on it.

Some to learn the latest news,

That friends at home they may amuse,

Some to gossip, false and true,

Safe hid within the sheliering pew.

Some ge there to please the Squire,

Some his daughters to admire.

HSome the parsom go to fawn,

Some to lounge, and some to yawn.

Some to elaim the parish doles,

Some for bread, and seme for eoals.

Some beeause it’s thought genteel,

Some to vaunt their pious zeal.

Some to show how sweet they sing,

SBome how loud their voices ring.

Some the preacher go to hear,

Hig atyle and voice to praise or jeer.

Some forgiveness to implore,

Some their sins to varasish oer.

Some to sit and doze and nod,

But few to kueel and worship God.
— Selected.

The Privilege

Study these Temts: Matt, 12:50; Aects 2:41, 47; 4:4;
5:14; 9:35; 11:21; Rom. 12:4; Eph. 4:25; Rev, 21:27.
Attendance— Deut. 15: 5; Ps. 84: 4; Luke 2:37; Matt, 12:
9; Luke 4:16; Acts 18:14; Heb. 10:25. Union with the
Head.— John 13:13; 15:1, 2; 1 Cor. 11: 3; Eph. 1:22, 23;
4:15; Col. 3: 11,

This i¢ a balanee meeting, because privilege and obligation
usually balance each other. Every privilege we have means
that we are under some sort of obligation in connection with
that privilege. If we are educated, we are umnder obligation
to serve and help those who are unedueated and also to pass
on the touch of eduecation to those who come after mws. If we
are rich, we are under obligation as stewards of God’s wealth.
If we are healthy, we are in duty bound to use onr strength in
the service of God from whom it eomes. If we are children
of Gtod, redeemed by Jesus Christ, our duty is to live as chil-
drem of God and not as worldlings, and to pass the gospel mes-
sage along. We are liable to revel in our privileges and forget
the obligations that come from them, Let us ask ourselves
these questions as the thoughts are given by the members:

(These sentences sre not to be read in meeting, but to suggest
a fine of thought for development. They should be passed out
previcus to the meeting.)

1. To be a church member is an honor. Often we think of
it as a doty and full of duties, It means that we helong to
Christ. We have enlisted in Hig army and become servants of
humanity, It is a “high calling.” Phil. 8: 14,

2, To support the church is also a privilege, In Revelation
§: 12 John speaks of being a pillar in God’s temple as a high

. honor and Teward. We may be pillars mow, supporiing the

church with time, serviee, and subsiance.

3, To sit at the Lord’s table is a privilege. If an earthly
king invited us to his table, we should esteem it a remarkable
thing and would dress for the oceasion, But the King of kings
invites us to meet Him as His guests.

4, The ehurch provides a home for us. The unchurched are
like scattered mombers of & family — homeless. Those that
live where church privileges are beyond them, realize the great
blessing of just having a place fo belong to.

5. We have the privilege of chureh friendships. We become
like onr friends. That is why the place where we meet friends

is important, Those we might meet in the poolroom, or at the
street cormer, would hardly be likely to be filled with aspira-
tions that would help us.

6. Paul assumes that to serve the church 4s deacon or elder
ig an honor and a privilege. 1 Timeothy 3. The Missionary
Volunteer may serve as Sabbath school teacher. If attending
day school ig a privilege hecause of the good it dees us, teach-
ing Sabbath school is also a privilege because of the chaiee
it brings us to do good.

7. Was it not a privilege for the apostles just to be asso-
ciated with Christ as companions and watch Him$ This priy-
ilege is ours threngh the ebureh. Take away the church, and
Christ would bécome a dim memory, ndthing more,

8. To be united with Christ is a privilege beyond the power
of words to express. It means that we are one spirit with Him;
He in us, we in Him. It means that we feel ag He feels, aspire
as He aspires, will ag He wills, and try to do as He would do
if He were in our place.

9. One of the most effective posters used in England during
the war, depicted a child on an old man’s knee. The child was
asking, (frandpa, what were you doing during the Great
War?” The time will come when that question will be asked
concerning us, “ What were we doing in the battle for right-
sousnesg ¥ 7

10. The c¢hurch gives to men’s minds a perpendicular turn.
Too often we live on the Rorizontal, dealing with material
things. The chureh helps us to 1ift our gyes to the glory of the
spiritual, to the value of eharacter, to God, the goal of the soul.

11. The church hands us an open Bible., Had there heen no
church, the Bible would mever have come down the centuries
to us. The book is ours because men lahored to preserve it, and
other men died that they might give it to us in our mother
tongue. The Bihle is hallowed by the blood of martyrs; we
take it in reverent hands,

12. The power of Christ flows through the church. The man
who withdraws from the influences of the chureh usually loses
his power. Sometimes, indeed, he may not know, like Samson,
that bis power has departed from him, The chureh is a power
house, a generator of gpiritual strength, which we share when
we keep in touch with it.

13. We do not pray enough for one another. We should in-
crease our influence and the church’s influenee if we prayed for
one another with kindly interest. What a privilege to belong
to such a praying band! U. V. W,

The Obligation

Ougr church obligation is in the mature of a debt. Ii is some-
thing we owe. 1% is something that we are in duty bound to
respect if we are true Christians, true men and women, true
young people, and honorable, Study the fexts given: Submis-
sione—1 Qor. 16:16; Eph. 5:21; Heb. 13: 17; 1 Peter 5: 5.
Support the Church— 1 Cor. 16: 11; Phil. 2:20; 4:10; 1
Thesgs. 5:12; 1 Tim. 5:17; Heb. 13: 7.

(The following sentences aTe not to be read, but given in the
words of the members. See that they are passed out previously.)

1, To attend church. We promise that in the pledge. We
weaken the church when we stay away; we strengthen it by
our presence,

2. To support the church with money gifts, regularly, sys-
tematically, and in proportion to our income. We ghould give’
one temth at least to the Lord.

3. To chey the authority of the church’s rulers gladly, ear-
nestly. The society is within the church and under its author-
ity; therefore, it should fall in with all the program of the
church and support it heartily.

4. To frain members to take part in the larger work of the
church. To do this we may need teacher-traini%ﬁ clagges, mis-
sion-study classes, personal workers’ classes. ¢ do not aim
merely at good times, but at being useful.

5. To support the pastor and the elders and the chureh’s
organizations. Missionary Volunteers should be the right hand
of the elders, their assistants, on whom they may call at any
time for any service within their power. Every committee
should keep in tonch with the elders’. plans.

6. To keep peace in the church. Peacemakers do not gossip,
No church can he efficient where there is tattling. Gossiping is
like plucking a hen’s feathers and letting them drive before
the wind: it cannot be stopped nor gathered again,

7. Oceasionally & man may become educated withent going
to school; an occcasional vine will grow without attention; an
oceasional waif may sleep in a barrel instead of a home; and
sometimes a person may be a good Christian outside chureh life.
But these are exceptions, Our rightful place is inside the
church.

8, Beecher once said: “ That is a fine-looking horse, Is he
as good ag he looks$” “Yes. He will work in any place you
put him.? “T wish he was a member of my church” said
Beecher.

9, We are builders of a spiritwal temple. The church is built
out of our prayers, time, devation, loyalty, support, love, nohle
lives, love of the brotherhood, kindly assistance to thoso that
need help, and living the life of Jesus Christ.
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10, Tt is our duty to set an example of church attendance to
the Juniors of the community, The rising generation will neg-
lect the ehurch if we neglect it.
© 11. Prayer is one of our obligations that we cannot shift
onto gsome one else. If the church is to bhe a power in the
commumity, its members must learm how to pray.

12, The chureh exists for ssrvice. Feeding without action
‘will nol make a strong man, nor a strong church. We must
live. our religion, Good preaching on Sabbath must be accom-
panied by good and gracious activity throughout the week.

.13, The sucesssful church must be harmonious. Moody said
that he had never known the Spirib of God to work where the
church was divided.

14. The church has had this duty laid upon if, to preach the
gospel to every creature, It iz the organ fhrough which Christ
communicates with .men and serves men,

15, We have social obligations in the church. There we are
one family, Class distinetions arve wiped out. A cheery word
of greeting, a hsarty handshake, a kind word to strangers —
such gimple things are Chrigtian ohligations that bring strength
to the church. B U. ¥, W,

Blessed Is the Man

Brgssep is the man whose calendar containg prayer-meeting
nights.

Blessed is the man who is faithful on a committee,

Blessed iz the man who will not strain at a drizzle and
swallow n_downpour.

Blessed is the man who can endure an hour and a quarter
in a place of worship as well as two hours and a half'in a place
‘of amusement, " s
" Blessed is the chureh officer who is not pessimistic,

Blessed is the man who loves the church ‘with his pocket as
well as with his heart, ‘

Blessed s the man whose wateh keeps chureh time as well
.as business time~— The Christian,

The Program Committee Wins

“Wz'vE just got to do something. We can’t have a live
society and go along this way.” Jack was talking carmestly to
'‘the other members of the program committee,

“ The last Junior Missionary Volunteer meeting was a fizzle,”
agreed Helen, “but I dow’t see that it was our fault. We
planned earefully.”

“Nor I” spoke up Edith, *“ Whoever thought that Frank
would just write a note at the last minute that he couldn’t take
his partg” ’

“ And who would ever think,” went on Sam, “that Charles
Just wouldn't show up?”

“The fact remaing,” said Jack, “that it happened. Frank
made an eleventh-hour refusal, Charles just slipped out. Pearl
forgot her part, and even Zelda had a cold and couldn’t ding
her solo. Not one who was on the program did a thing. And
what i3 more, we were confident of all of them until about an
hour hefore tinte to begin. What are we going to do about it?
This isn’t the first time such things have happened”

The. ringing question met a group of serious faces. Even
Miss White, the superintendent, had offered no suggestion,

“The trouble is,” she began quietly, “we all feel that our
church has no real claim.on us. We read a plece or preparc
a talk.if the subjeet happens to suit our fancy. If not, we
feel that we don’t have to. And after all, every ome of us is
apt to aet just the same. TFor instanee, this is the first com-
‘mittee meeting that every ome has attended. You ask some
one why he didn’t come, hell talk about ‘company that came/
or ‘having to go somewhere’ And it’s all because we put the
other things ahcad of the church duties. We don’t take into
account that we really owe the church something”’

“T guess 't have to plead guilty with the rest,” exclaimed
Jack at last. * Somehow, I never thought of things just that
way, And T for one know how it feels to have others fail.
Ym going to promise to earry my share more carefully.”

“I might have memorized that recitation if I'd tried harder,”
thought Helen, Out Joud she said, “And I not refuse to
speak even if it is hot next time.” '

“Well, T guess I might ag well join in on this volunteering,
too,” drawled Sam. -

“That's just it,” spoke up Edith excitedly. “ Why didnp’t
we think of it before? Volunteering! Why, that’s our middle
name! And if we volunteer and finish everything we're asked
to do,—well, maybe the spirit will he eatching.”

“Why not have a program on ‘What We Owe Our So-
ciety '? ¥ suggested Misg White., “I think one good numbher
would be to have Jack tell what we've started right here in
this committee meeting, and I can think of several other good
things.” ’ .

“T can't —1 will” jaughed Jack, checking himself.

“And here is a little pocm I've got tucked into my Bible
for Helen to reeite,” she went on.

“0 Miss White! By next Sabbath!
added quickly, and laughing.

And so they planned, Every one of that program committee
had something to do. ’

“Bay, I didn’t know you folks could do so well,” Charles had
stoppod Jack after the Junior Missionary Volunteer meeting.
“ And really, I think you’ve started something. D¢ you sup-
poso youw'll trust me to de some volunteering along with the
rost of youd” . :

“0Of course, Charles,” hroke in Miss White, who had over-
heard the last. “You can come along with the program eom-
mitiee if you can keep up.”

“Well, 'R be there anyway,” he lawghed back.

“It 4s catehing,” whispered Edith that same afternoon as
she and Helen were walking home together.  Now {ent it?”

“It's the viewpoint that’s conlagious,” she rejoined. « We
all just nceded to get a glimpse of what we owed the ehurch,”

HarrierT Howrt,

Yos, I willl 7 She
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Devotional Meetings for September 9

Topie: ©“ They Spake Oftevi One to dnother”
Senior

1. Song Service.

2. Prayer: (Several short sentence prayers.)
3. Scripture: Mal. 3: 16-18.

4. Talk: “8peak a Good Word.”

5. Beeitation: “ A Word for Jesus”

6. Responses, :

7. Closing Song, No. 476, “ Chrigt in Song” |
8, Prayer.

' Junior

1. Song Service.

2. Sentence Prayers. ‘

3. Scripture: Mal 3:16-18 (read in concert).
4, Superintendent’s Talk: ““Speak a Good Word.”
5. Recitation. ’

6. Song: * Christ in Song,” No, 476.

7. Talk: “ Our Part.” .

8. Story: “'The Book of Remembranece,”

9. Roll Call: “ Witnessing.”
10, Close with Prayer,

Special Senior Notes

The thought of this program is witnessing for Jesus in your
community, among strangers, and especially in the church and
among your own friends and relatives, Make this service a
strong devotional one. Sound the keynote for the society’s
work this fall. Plan and pray over the’program and thoss
who are to take part go that, if possible, you may conclude
your meeting with a good testimony meeting that will exem-
plify the idea of witnessing for Him. Bring fogether the mem-
hers who are to take part for a few minufes before the serv-
ice begins, for a special season of prayer.

Read over carefully the Junior notes and the Junior program,
There are many thoughts there that will it well into the Senior
programs, or that may be adapted for the Seniors with a little
change in phraseology.

No, 2— Begin with calling upon four or five for a ghort sen-
tence prayer after the last song of the opening song serviee,

. For this gong the society should stand. Have the praycrs while

standing. This is the easiest way to get co-operation. Pick
out the serious-minded young people for the prayers here, bhut
also call upon some of the more timid ones, asking one or two,
and putting them between some of the more experienced ones.
As leader you could well conclude with a strong and fervent
prayer for the success of the program and that the Lord will
touch our hearts and make us betier servants of His.

No, 83— 1f all have Bibles, this Seripturs could be read in
unigon, It would take but s few moments to learn this,

No. 4— This is the keynote talk for the service. Arrange
so that it is well and fearlessly given. If should not be read,
and need not be long.
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No, §— A Junior member could well give this recitation.

No. 8.— The résponses as given in thig program are for the
purpose of assisting in a rousing and belpful spiritmal testi-
mony meeting, (ive the paragraphs that are furmnished, to the
timid ones, and ask them to give the thought in then- owil
words., If this is done wisely, it will prove to be a help in
making the meeting pass off well, and will stimulate others.
As leader, fill in with wisely chosen wWords between responses,
Do not let the service drag, and close on' time, If you have
goed musical help, intersperse songs, wisely chosen, also a short,
season of prayer, Lift up your heart to Ged that He will help
you to make the ervice a success. U. V. W.

Special Junior Notes

Read the Senior notes carefully. . ‘

Seripture Reading.— This shonld be read in coneert The
Junior age is a memory age. Allow a little time for this, and
see how many Juniors ean rise and repeat these verses together,
After about five minutes ask all who have not dore so to rlse,
and then all ‘either read or repeat them together.

Buperintendent’s Tall: “ Speak a Good Word” -—— Base your
talk on the article of that name, No, £, of the Semior program.

Recitation.— This may be the same as No. § of the Senior
program. The two stanzas at the beginning of the ariicle,
“ Bpeak a Good ‘Word,” are also appropriate for a Junior
rceitation.  Both m1g‘ht he usged.

Tall: “Our Part”— The Junior may use as a help the
article of that name,. .

Rolt Call— Let this be an_informal little testimony meeting,
Bach boy and girl will find a blessing in speaking for the
Master and encouragmg others to do the same,

H

Speak a Good® Wf)rd

5 A STAMMERING word for thenMaster,
Blundering, timid, and slow,
But the best he could do, for }11{; pmpose was true,
But hlS heart was a-thumpihg Bo.
" Mo

@ Bub ‘the ang@ls semed 1t and hog;@, it
On piniens happy and strong,
And made it a sword in the wa, of the Lord,
The struggle of right a.gamst ong.”

The stammermg word of the eamest rlsc):ul who w1tnesses for
Jesns Christ, even though the heart may he athumpmg
is the kind of testimony which stirs those who Lsten. | Crudely
expressed the thought may be, but the intense zeal of the
joyful believer leads him to fell others what a wonderful
Saviour he has found. And the experiemce of *twice-born
men ? always awakeus a desive for hefter things in the hearts
of the hearers.

A man longed to lead another to, the Saviour. The uwnsaved
man came to spend a, night with his friend. Tt happened to
be the evening of prayer mesting. The Christian man sug-
gested to his visitor that he was in the habit of going to
prayer mesting on that particular evening, ‘and the latter
offered to go with him, 8o the two went to prayer meeting
together,

It was the hope of tho host that the speaking would he
interesting, and the expression of thought well sustained, He
was particularly anxious that his visitor should be favorahly
jmpressed. But the speaking seemed more than ordinarily
commonplace. Following one of those long pauses which
gometimes happen in prayer meetings, 2 plain man rose and
said:

« I wish T conld say something that would help you all, but I
can’t, But I will say that I love Jesus with all my heart, and
I wish He was the comfort to each one of you that He is to me”

When they were returning home, the host, who thought the
meeting had been an abgolute failure, remarked apologetically
to his guest that they usaally had better speaking. The visitor,
however, to the great surprise of his friemd, answered, “ That
man who told of the comtort he had in Jesus— he fook hold
of me. I ean’t get away from"that.”

That night the man who bad been a visitor at the pragyer
meeting had a very tender heart, and he was ready to talk
about hig soul’s salvation and to be led te Chrigt. And all
this happened beeause a plain man, in a very plain fashion,
hore testimony to the fact that Christ’s prescnee was a source
of great comfort to him.

The enthusiasm of Peter and John was so great, so fully
were they possesged with the spirit of Christ, that when they
were commanded neither to speak nor teach in the name of

Jesus, they answered: “ We eannot hut speak the things which
we have seen and heard’’ The happy heart must voiee its
happiness and share its joys with others.

That is a beautiful story told by “JIan Maelaren” (Dr.
John Watgon) in “ His Mother’s Sermon.” The young minister,
having just completed his theological eourse, was preparing his
first sermon. He felt that, having held a scholarship, “ it was
due to himself to state the present position of theologieal
thought.” He might even quote onee or twice from German
theologians, The sermon was carefully prepared. But there
came a tugh of tender memories. Five years before he had
stood by the bedside of his dying mother, who voiced her faith
jn the Ged who was leading her unfalteringly through the
valley of the shadow of death. God had been good to her all
her life, and especially during the days of her widowhood.
Tenderly she commended her lad to the care of the heavenly
Father. And she said: “If God calls ye to the ministry,
ve’ll. no refuse, an’ the first day ye preach in 'j:il' ain i(irk,
speak a gude word for Jesus Christ.”

The young minister, as he, thought again of his mother's
words, destroyed his sermon and started afresh jn his prepara-
tion. The subjéct mow was Jesus Christ, and when he de-
livered it on Sunday morning, Christ became a very real
presence to the congfegation. “ The preacher faded from be-
fore ome’s eyes, and there rose the figure of the Nazarene,
best lover of every human soul, with a face of tender patience.’;
— Williem J. Hart.

‘A ‘Word for Jesus -

8pmax a word for Jesus in the morning gray,

FBre the hour of business call your thoughis away.
In the guaiet highway or ‘the erowded street,
Speak a word for Jesug every chance you meet.

gpeak a word for Jesus in the church or hall,

Tell the vilest simners that He welcomes all,

That He lives to guard them from the world’s deeeit;
Speak a word for Jesus every chance you meet.

Speak a, word for Jesas in the busy shop,

“‘Where the talk is profit or the failing crop;

Talk of Christ’s bruised body and His piercdd feet;
Ypeak a word for Jesus every chance you meet,

gpeak a “word for Jesms When you are at home,
Tell the little children that the Lord says, ¢ dome! »
Tell the old, old story, for it is so sweet;

. Hpeak a word for Jesus every chance you meet.

Speak a word for Jesus to the lonely omes,

Point them on to vietory #nd the Lord’s “ Well done; ¥
Tell of heavenly music that their ears will greet,
Speak a word 11:(01‘ Jesus every chance you mocet, .

Bpeak a word for Jesus by a life of faith,

Guided by this motto, “ What my Master sa.:lth' »

Theh ghall noble actions, freed from earih’s concelt

Speak a word for Jesus every chance you meet,
. — Selected.

Responses

('These are to be given out atter the meeting begins, but are
not to be read. The thoughis should be given in the words of
the members.)

1. #“ Gon wants our eonsplcuous erises to be ocecasions of
eongpicuous testimony.” When the strain is greatest, it is
His eall to ug to let our witnessing for Him be greatest. When
we are mos! deeply wounded in our feelings, or treated with
greatest injustice, or ignored mogt contemptuously, or set
agide most unfairly, that is the time of all times when we
have opportunity to let Christ show what He can do with
a life that has ceased to live to itself becauwse it has lost
itself in Him. If at such a time thote who are watehing us
sea only a radiance of gelfless love and sunghine and trust
pour out from us, they will begin to helieve that there is
something in this Christ whom we profess. But if we break
down and act as any one else would in the crisis time of
pressure, why should the world believe in oar Christ?— Selectcd.

2. There are persons so radiant, so genial, so kind, so
pleasure-bearmg, that you instimetively feel in their presence
that they do you ‘good, whose coming into a room ig like the
bringing of a lamp there.— Henry Ward Beecher.
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3. The Master Himself had to be a diseiple and leaen by
heart what He should one day teach. He knew what monotony
meant, and fidelity without applause; the sight of the trader’s
wealth and the rabbi’s recognition, the patience of the plow,
and the eonstraint of the yoke. How hard it must have leen
to work and wait in ohseurity all those years after the
vision that eame to Him when He went up to the temple and
viewed the world from the portals of His Father’s house,
Nagareth must have becn dull endugh after the hrilliant city
of the great King.— Maltbie D. Babeock.

4, What happens when a person is looking into a shop
window where there is a mirror, and some one comes up hehind
~—some one he knows? He does mot look any longer at the
image; he turns to lock at the person whose image is refleched.

Or, if he, seos reflected in the mirror something very striking,

he does mob content himself with looking at the image; he
turns and looks at the thing itself. 8o it iz always with the
persons you have to do with. If you become a mirrdr to
Chrigt, your friends will detect it in a very few days; they
will' gee appearing in you, the mirror, an image, and they will
turn to look steaight at the Persom that you are reﬂeetmg
—Ram s Horn,

5. ITn the wmidst of the Boxer uprising a leading Chinese
merchant eame to a missionary and asked to be baptized at
once. “Hadn’t you better wait till the storm of persecution
hag blown over?” asked the misgionary. “ A publie eonfession
now might endanger you” ‘ No,” he said, “I don't want to
wait, It is this very thing that led me to desire to he a
Christian, I have aseen Christians go down into the darkness
of a hovrible death trinmphantly, and now that I know it is
theif religion that sustains them and enables them to do this,
I want their veligion at onee.” He was received, and has
been a faithful, efficient man ever since.— Selected.

Our Part

‘WaEN Jesus was born, a liftle innoeent habe in Bethlehem,
Satan had every plan laid to destroy Him. He had eontrol
of Herod’s heart, and it was be that put the thought into
thig ruler’s mind to destroy the babes of Bethlehem. Yes, he
would gladly have destroyed all the babies in the world if by
80 doing he could have taken the life of the Son of God,

‘When John was given his vision on the isle of Patmos, Satan
was pietured to him as a great red drvagon that was waiting to
devour Jesus as soon as He was born, We know how our
Baviour was saved and how He met Satan and defeated him
at every turn, And now Jesus has been caught up to the
throne of God, there to minister until we ave ready, but the
great dragon is still busy, Every follower of the Master must
meet him, You and I mpust fight the battles day by day —and
we ean win.

Bome one is going to win, some one is going to “ follow the
Lamb whithersoever He goeth.” It will be & glorious company,
hapry the livelong day., They will sing many a song of vietory,

But have yeu ever stopped to think how they got there?
Read earefully, “'They overeame him by the blood of the Lamb,
and by the word of their testimony.” Rev, 12: 11, You see
there are two parts to the price that was paid. Jesus paid
the greatest part — His blood, His very life He gave that you
and I might overcome the dragon and walk with Him, But
there 'is still a part of the price left. We also must witness
for Him besause we are going to oversome by the word of
our testimony. That is our part,

Who' is out and out for the Master? He will have a word
ready for Him at all times. Any boy that doesn’t say a good
word for the eaptain of his team, is not a loyal team member.
He doesn’t stov to think how it might sound to some one else.
He says it. Just so every Junior who is loyal to the Master
wor’t hold baek just beeause he is afraid he ean’t say thines
just right. Jesus loves to hear us spezk a word for Mim, and
He doesn’t mind if we say the same thing more than onee as
long as we mean it with our hearts,

Let’s never forget our part, ILet’s always he ready with
a8 good word for the Master. ILet every boy and girl purpose
to overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the word of his
testimony, H, H.

. she had hurled a tellimg argument,

The Book of Remembrance

“Wnry, Merry June, aren’t you getting ready for prayer
meeting? It's almost time to be starting.”

Merry June, sitting in her little cretonne- covered rocking-
chair in her pretty pink-and-white room, frowning at a yawning
hole in her stocking, suddenly struck a clever idea.

“ 0 mother, let me stay at home tonight and put Katsy to
bed and write that letter fo Aunt Libby.” Merry knew that
Aunt Libby, her mother's
only sister, a bedridden invalid, greatly loved her young niece’s
fageinating letters. They were her greatest diverstion, but now
a weary month had passed without Merry’s eheering message;
and though her mother urged her almost daily to her duty, she
had neglected to send the longed-for eheer.

Merry looked eagerly into her mother’s face, sure of vietory,
for she had also suggested taking care of Katsy, and little
Katsy was more or less of a tfrial at church.

“ Daughter, do you think it would be right to stay home
from prayer meeting to write the letter when you have had
plenty of time to do it every day for a month? We cannot
replace one duty with another, gnd cur duty to God surely
comes first,”

“( mother, I wouldn’t mind going to any other kind of
meeting but I just don’t like prayer meeting.”

Hurrying into her fresh clothes, Merry muttered almost
spitefully, “It’s that testimony meeting that I can't stand.
They say the same things every time, and I just about know
their little pieces by heart. Brother Peterson will say, ¢ Well,
brethren and sisters, T ean say that I am of good courage in
the Lord ’, ete, Then Sister Edwards will he next with ¢ T don’t
deserve any of the Lord’s mercies, but He is so goed to me,’ and
after her will come Brother Edwards with his ‘worm o’ the
dust ’ lament, They all look around to see if everybody else
is going to testify, and I feel so stubborn and wicked.”

At the church door, Merry found Ella Mae, and the two girls
searched out s seat by themselves in the farthest eorner.

“T suppose Brother Smith will read awhile before testi-
monies. I hope he forgets to stop.”

“ Why, Merry, didn’t you know, Eldei Kingston is here and
he is going to speak tonight?”

At that moment he entered with Brother Bmith and walked
to the rostrum, where they both knelt.

Merry’s euriogity in the new minister -held her attention
closely while she almost breathlessly hoped that he wounld fully
oceupy the hour. To her dismay, he arese and read the text,
“{They that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and
the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a hook of remembrance
was written before Him for them that feared the Lord, and
that thought upon His name. Mal, 3:167”

“1 have heard that text all my life,” Merry whispered to
Ella, # and T know there isn’t any book of remembrance writ-
ten for me. O dear, I wish I hadn’t come.”

Then suddenly ghe felt eomforted with the thought, * Speak-
ing often to one another doesn’t have to be done in church.
It doesn’t say a thing about getting up in ehureh to do it.”

The voice of the preacher again eaught her ear as he read
from Psalms 35: 18; ‘I will give Thee thanks in the great
congregation: I will praise Thee ameng much people.’”

“Oh!” breathed Merry almost audibly, “ T didn’t know that
was i the Bible-— in the great congregation — O dear! ¥

“How fitting it is;” the minister continued, *“that we, for
whose malvation so much has heen dome, should praise our
Saviour at every opportunity. Though we may not be able to
use fine language, and may have to say the same thing over
and over again, yet He never wearies of our praige, if it comes
from an honest heart; and it ig musie in heaven. The angels,
sinless beings for whom (tod has done only the act of creation,
delight in nothing but the praise of their Creator, and never
weary of singing ¢ Holy! hely! holy!’ before the throme, It
should be Christians’ greatest joy to speak for their Saviour.
‘ Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom He hath redeemed
from the hand of the enemy.” Many have borne their testimony
for Gtod in the face of pain and death, - They have sealed their
testimony with their blood. Surely in sueh comfortable sur-
roundings, safe from harm, with our countless blessings, we
cannot do less than speak forth His praise in this eongregation.”
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Among the first to rise was Brother Peterson.  Many times,”
ke began, “ I have been fempted to keep silent because it seemed
as if there wasn't anything new fo say, but I knew that my
Saviour would listen to my testimony and would be disappointed
if I failed Him. Pray for me that T may always stand firm
for Him.”

Every word of the earnest speaker fell like lead into Merry’s
heart. She grasped Ela’s hand tightly for understanding
gympathy, and Ela returned the pressure, whispering, “ Let us
start that ‘ Book of Remembrance’ tonight.”

The girls rogs together, and Moerry broken-heartedly con-
fewsed, “ Ever gince last’ summer when I was baptized, T have
felt that I ought fo testify to the goddness of my Saviour, but
it seemed as if I just couldw’t. And I have been saying that you
all say over the same things until I knew all your testimonies
by heart, and I didn’t see any nge jn it. And all the time I
have felt so wicked and unhappy. But my beart is changed

tonight and I am so happy to testify for my Saviour. Please
pray for me that I may be faithful unto the end.”
InoNa HiLy.

Devotional Meetings for September 16
Topie: Progressive Mental Living.

Senior
. Opening FExercises.
Talk: “ Their Boyhood Reading.”
. Recitation: “Books! Books! Books! ¥
. Reading: # Don’t Miss It
. Reading: “ A Dozen Good Reasgons.”
. Reading Course Goals,
. Book Reviews:
@. “ The Moffats.”
b, “ Patriarchs and Prophets.”
c. “In Starland.”
4, “Hills ¢’ Caliny.”
8, Roll Cal.
8. Examination of Book Display.

R

10, Closing Exercises.
Junior
L f)pening Exercises. ,
2, Bymposium: “ Their Boyhood Reading.”
3. Recitation: “Books! Books! Books!”
4, Reading Course Goals,
5. Story: “ A Broken Chain®
6, Book, Reviews,
7. Roll Call.
8. Enrolling for the New Course,
9. Close by repeating Psalms 19: 14,

Important Senior Notes

This program is to emphasize the need of reading,— good
regding,— the feeding of the mind with good food, giving the
mental life and the spiritual life some of the vitamines of
growth, Of course your educational secretary will take a
gtrong part in this program, There could well ho a display of
the Reading Course books for this year. Your loeal conference
secretary and your tract society secretary will be glad to co-
operate with you in this matter. After the program, give a
little time for members to arrange to order the Reading Course
books, Without giving the impression that the meeting has
closed, let those who have not seen the booke coms up in front
or around the table and examine eopies. .

You will desire to have a report ‘on how your Reading Course
goal is pragressing, Find out in advance how many are read-
ing the Senior and the Junior eourses. (The Juniors like to
read the Senior books, and the Seniors oftentimes enjoy the
Junior books, so do not discriminate too clogely.) Be ready
for an explanation of the Reading Course plan, the certificate,
the way it is obtained, and all the necessary details. For full
information along these lines, apply to your conference Mis-
sionary Volunteer secretary. There is a lcaflet published by
each of the three large publishing houses, giving the names of
the books, an outling of each book in the various eourses, and
* the prices. A supply of these should be on hand for giving
out as the members come in to the meeting. The illustration on
the cutside is inspiring, and worthy of a eermon.

There i& also a leaflet telling how the Junior books ecan he
obtained free for the selling of some tracts and small books
that any hoy or girl will find it easy to dispose of. Obtain
some of these leaflets for, distribution.

Don’t fail in the matter of having these leaflets and informa-
tion on hand. It would be better to postpone the program and
shange with another one than to try to go through this one
half prepared and half ready. .

No. 1.—Make your opening exereises lively; that is, bave a
good song service, and do mnot let things drag. Have plenty
of song books about and SING. Itisn't necessary to be a solo-
ist in order to De a good leader. And & poor leader can he
helped if every ome will enter into the apirit of the serviee.
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tl;f 0. 2—Let this talk be short, and delivered in a narrative
style.

No, 3.—The verse under thig title iz found on the back of
the Reading Course leaflet. If you have those on hand, as you
should, you will have fhe verse, Ask some one who recites well
to give it.

Nos. 4 end 5~ "While the. readings are short, if they are
well read they will prove of real interest indeed.

No, 6.— Goal figures ean be given here pertaining to the
Reading Courses. .

No, 7.—1t iy sincerely hoped that this plan of brief reviews
of the Reading Course hooks of the Senior courses will he given
adequate attention. Some Junior book may be included, or
substituted, if desired. Let the reviews be short. Do not try
to tell everything in the books or even try to read passages.
Have & eopy of eaeh book on hand, and then tell one or two
ineidents from each one fo show how worth while and inter-
esting they all are. Omne plan that has been {ried in some
places is foT some one to tell the leading parts of an incident,
but to stop just before he tells how il eomes out. Let the
speaker stop there and say that they ean comelude it for them-
selves hy reading the book. No. 7, b, review should be in the
nature of a few well-chosen words as to the value of this book,
gpiritually and historieally. No. 7, ¢, could be illustrated by
telling something of the September heavens and the location of
some of the planets and stars, conchiding by saying that the
book tells these things and many other astonishing faets.

No. 8— Roll Call quotations. Use responses as given, and
eall for those who have read past courses to say a word as to
their enjoyment of any good book. Be specific,

Nog, 9 and 10 can he inferchanged as may be best locally.

U. V. W,

Special Junior Notes

Again the superintendent should examine the Senior notes
carefully. They are full of suggestions for a suecessful Read-
ing Course day.

Symposium :  Their Boyhood Reading,’'— Have three Juniors
prepare the talks, Tive world-famous men are spoken of in
the artiels of this mame, Add one more, perhaps Abraham

* Lineoln or Henry Clay, whose early reading hahits influenced
greatly the later life. Agk each Junior taking part to tell of
two of these, showing how their love for reading led them to
find time to devour mentally, worth-while books,

Recitation,— See Senior notes,

Eeading Course Goals— The Jumior secrctary might well
conduct this exereise if there iz no regular educational secretary
among the Juniors. Pregent the Reading Course goals that the
conference Missionary Volunteer secretary has seuwt you, and
show how far the soclety has come.

Book Reviews.— The superintendent should conduet this pard
of the program. Tell one or fwo interesting incidents in each
of the three Jumior books. Leave the story in an Interesting
place, and tell the boys and girls that they may find how it
comes out by teading the book. -

Roll Cell.—~ Ask those who have taken, or are taking, a Read-
ing Course to tell the others what books they have liked best,
and why.

Enrolling for the New Course— Allow the children to ex-
amine the Reading Course books, and then pasg ouf enrolment
blanks for those who wish to sign, H, H,

Their Boyhood Reading
Dawiern, WepsTeR laid the foundatiom for his great faeility
as an orator when, as a boy, he read Cervantes, Milton, and
Shakespeare. He did not read carelessly, but sought to make
every hour spent with his books count. ¢ Ma‘ny other gtudents
read more than ¥ did and kmew more than I did,” he wrote.
“ But so much as I read I made my own, When a half hour,
or an hour at most, had clapsed, I closed my book and thought
over what ¥ had read. If there was anything peculiarly in-
teregting or striking in the passage, 1 endeavored to recall it
and lay it up in my memory. Then if, in debate or conversation
+ afterward, any subject ecame up on which I had read something,
I could talk very easily so far as I had read, and then I was
very eareful to stop,” .
Sam Houston, the famous Indian fighter and the president
and later the first governor of Texas, discovered a few books
in the house of settlers near his boyhood home in Tennessee.
These he read eagerly early in the morning before the day’'s
toil and as long as the candle end would last in the evening.
One of his favorite volumes was Pope’s translation of Homer’s
Iliad; this satisfied his hunger for stories of econflict and
adventure. Probably it was at this period that he learned,
without a teacher, sufficient Latin to enable him to read
Cemsar’s Commentaries, The Roman general’s story of the Gallie
wars became his unfailing book of referenee during his famous
campaign in Texas,
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Henry W, Longfellow’s early reading prepared him for his
literary eareer. While he was but six years old he brought
liome from school.a certificate that said, “ Magter Henry Long-
fellow spells and reads very well” ‘When he was twelve he
began to read Washington Irving’s © Sketch Book,” which was
appearing in gerial parts.

Horace Greeley’s boyhood was spent on & stony farm in
New Hampshire. He learned to read, from his Jbrother. A
book was nearly always in his hands from early morning until
late at night During the day, if this.were at all possible, he
would earry 4 volume as he went to his work. At night, after
lighting ome of a supply of pine knots which he kept for the

purpose, he would “ put it on the baeklog in the spacious fire- |

plage, pile vp hiz sehoolbooks and his reading books om the

floor, lie down on his back en the hearth with his head to the

fire, and his feet coiled away out of the reach of stumblers,
Thére be would lie and read all through the long winter
evenings, silont, motionless, dead to the world around him.”

During the intervals ofl hard work on the Wisconsin farm to
which his pioneer father took his family, John Muir, the great
naturalist whose name will ever be connected with Alaska and
the; Yosemite, eagerly read the books which he borrowed from
the neighbers. He longed to.read after hiz eight-o’slock
bedtime, but his father told him he eould net do this, Then,
when he saw the boy’s disappointment, he said, “If you will
read, get up in the morning and read; you may get up in the
morning as early as you like”

Of course the father thought the weary farm boy would
care more for his sleep than for his books, but be was mistaken.
Noxt moming the son arose al one o'clock, and all winter
lqu this was his riging hour. The father de(uded. te say noth-
ing,, for he realized that ha was only. ‘being taken at his word.

“Thomas A. Edison reeeived from his mother guidance in his
féading. She either taught him to read, or read to him, such
volumes as Hume’s “ History of England,” Gibbon’s # Higtory
of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire,” and Seary’ © His-
tory of the World,” as well as books on eleciricity and seience,

So well were the foundations laid during these hours in the
home that, a few years later, when he wished to read Faraday’s
works on eleetricity, he went through them in record-breaking
timg, yet with great thoroughness. It was three o’clogk in the
morning when he brought the volome to his bearding house, . He
read without stopping entil seven. Then, with his roommate,

he started to the place, a mile distant, where he took hig

meals, He was full of excitement about what he had been read-
ing,, “Adam,” he said to his friead, ¥ I've got so mueh to
de and life is so short that I’m geing to hustle.” ‘

William Chambers, the Scotelman who published the first
eneyelopedia for popular use, could not remember the time when
he did not long for boeoks. There were a few volumes in his
father’s eottage, and on these he feasted. A few more were
gecured from a small circulating lbrary kept by a bookseller
in the fown., The valumes secured from him were read by
William and his brother Robert in concert. One held the book
whila the other Jooked on; the one who looked on had the
privilege of turning the pages. Btill other hooks were secured
Ly whittling toys. Sehoolboy friends who had more books
than they wanted were glad to exchange volumes they theought
dull for the work of the clever whittlers, and for a time the
room: pecupied by the brothers was more like a workshop than
a s]e?ping apartment.— John T, Farss,

Don*t Miss It!

Wr miss a great many good things in this world. At least
that is the way I offen feel when I stand in a library. "Don't’
you? But then we can hold only about so much, and the im-
portani thing is that we choose the best things-—the very
best thmgs If you and I were going to take a trip, we would
not fill our trenks with carpet rags and ald’ newspapers. “ Why,
I could not make any use of such trashl?” yoem say And of
eourse you could not.

But do you realize that the way some voung people paek
their montal trunks iz equally absurd and an infinitely greater
tragedy? Well, il is, indeed, Some fill them with tragh —
novels and other stories —- that cannot inzpire noble thoughts,

‘What a pity!" Some travel with their mental trunks empty save
for the neighborhood gossip that rattles around in them. What
a pity! But what a joy to know that many of our young people
are packing their mental* trunks solidly with only supremely
good things!

Before the public library in Washington iz this inseription:
“ Thé University of the People.” I noticed it again the other
day; and somehow I like to think of the Reading Course beoks
~——what an excellent library they make as the university of our
Missionary Volunteers. Glance over the list of books in past
courses. What t{reasures these books are! Among them you
find some of the best migsionary biographies, the most thrill-
ing migsionary stories, choice books on Christian living, mature
books; yes, books on just the subjects thal we most need to
study in order to hecome efficient workers,

The Reading Courses have helped hundreds of young people
to put worth-while things in their mental trunks. What they
have done for others, they ean do for you. The courses this
year ave sxcellent, Some say they are the best ever. Be sure
to take at least ohe of them. Pack the excellent material in one
or more of these eourses in your mental trunk. You will always
be thankful you did. Don’t miss it. Maritoa B, ANDRows,

A Dozen Good Reazons

HERE are a dozen good reasons for asking yon to take one
of the Missionary Voluntser Reading Courses:

Because the hooks in the courses are exeellent life improvers.

Because 'a place hag been reserved for you that you may have

"the benefit of these books and the pleasure of reading them to-

gether with thousands of other ambitious young people.

Beecause the books in thé courses contain important informa.
tion and helpful inspiration for every young person.

Becanse the books are guite cheap. ‘

Beeause about fifteen minutes a day will complete the wark
in the allotted time.

Because pressing the madinglof these beoks into your spare
maments will teach you how to economine time.

Because taking the sourse ag outlined will help you in system-
atie and thorough reading. .

Because the Reading Course books will make an excellent
addition to your personal library. Some one has said that to
have a good library is a duty.

Becauge when you eomplete the Reading Course you get a
sertificate.

Beeause when you get fiva certificates you are entitled to a
gift book.

Because others have done good missienary werk with their
Reading Course books, You may do the same.

Bepause one should learn to love goed books while young, for
it is the beoks read before the middle of Yife that mest mfuence
ohe’s career, MissIoNARY VOLUNTEER DEPARTMENT,

A Broken Chain

CNETTre's hand moved toward the pile of periodicals om the
end of the fable, One of the popular magazines for Oetober
was just in, and its striking sover topped the small stack.

“ Wonder if I ean finigh that story in half an hour,” thought
Nettie as she glanced at the Big Ben that would ring out the
rising bell so mereilessly in the morning. # A half hour for my

" gtory, and them I'I! have a half hour for my Bible,” she teld

hergelf in an effort to quiet a disturbing conscience,

Just two months before, Nettie had returned from eamp-meet-
ing, where she had received & new glimpse of Jesus. There
for _the first time the word of God had opened up to her untll
it bad seemed like a new book,

“It is really so’ much more snjoyable than the magazines

'that I've been used to,” she had teld the conference secretary,

“that I'm going to stop reading those and make the Bible
first.,” Nsttie bad meant every word of i, too, and though
Iate in the year, she had begun the Bible Year with a will.

A month later the magdzine that she had read for years with
faseinatisn had ¢ome to the house, and Nettie had allewed it
to lie on the llbrary table unopened. She wag tpo busy with
the Bible and the Reading Courses to eare mueh about it. Then
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one- day she happened to remember the heroing in the seérial
story she had been reading before eamp-meeting. The beauti-
ful girl was about to make a serious mistake in her lLife.
Nettie hoped she didn’t do . But the more she thought
about it, the more she \yondered if-she had. It ‘bothered her
because ghe didn’t see how that story could end right. At last
ghe deeided to look in the magazine just Jong enough fo find
out., The next step was easier. She came to the conclusion
that she would give herself just fifteen minutes eaeh day 'to
read stories. Surely her mind needed that mueh Teereation,
she told herself, ’

And mow after two months, it was the usual thing for
Nettio to pick np the magazine before the Bible, The story
she delved inte that night was faseinating. Every ather
thought was lest, and Big Ben ticked on unheeded. An
hour! an hour and a half! ¢ Dear mse” ejaculated Nettie, as
she motlecd the telltale hands, “ who'd ever dream that time
eonld go so fast??

Guiltily shé opened the Bible and tried to read. Her eyes
seanned the life-giving words, but her brain was going over
the faseinating whirl of events in the sbory. Helplessly she
laid the Bible down and bowed her head for a word with the
Master. Yes, the words were there, but the scenes of the story
flashed again and again, and Nettie knew her prayer eould
never reach the throne of grace. But it was late; she must
get iuto bed immediately, and so she stopped trying to pray
and gave herself up to the thrills of the story that had so taken
possession of her mind,

The next thing she knew she was eitting straight up.

“ Wh — where am T?” ghe agked herself dazedly. Siretching
out her arms, her hands found the familiar wall, the table.
“ Qh,” she gasped in relief; “suppose it had been trae! ” she
added to herself shudderingly.

Then once more the dream flashed before her with such reality
that she could seareely keep from crying oubt. Ahead was the
golden eity, too beautiful far words, Loved ones stood on the
wall and beekoned, Jesus Himsslf stretched out His hands
to her. She reaeched out to take them, but something jerked
her haek. Looking around she saw a scene that sent her blaod
cold with terror. Behind her was an awful abyss, black as mid-
night. At the edge played a group of demons. They were
langhing in glee, and suddenly she realized they were laughing
at her.

Then she noticed a great ehain sceurely fastened about her.
Tt was made up, link by link, of the storiea she had read.
With dread, she twned away and looked once more at the
golden eity so beautiful and o near. With all the energy she
possessed she struggled to go forward. And then from over
her shoulder eame derisive laughter, and she was foreed back,
back to the blaek ehasm, At last she could all but feel the
touch of the demons. Mereifully, things went black, and with
8 seream on her lips she found herself sitting rigidly holt
upright in bed. -

#Can it be? Can it be that that dream is true?” thought
the girl. “ Am I bound with a chain alreadyt” .

Fortunately for Nettie the effect of that dream came to
stay, or it might bave beeome true on the great judgment day.
It was decided in the gray dawn of that morning,— she could
and she would overcome by the blood of the Lamb, To this
day Nettie refuses to piek up a eheap story, for she fears to
feel the pull of that chain that was drawing her backward,

Nettie is atill a lover of books and a great reader, but she
gives her time and energies to none but the best. H, H.

B

Roll Call

1. Books are a finer world within a world~— Alezander
Smith. .
2. Books make up no small part of human happivess.—
Frederick the Greal. ‘ ‘

3. “He who would become great must read great books.
He who would become good must read good books.”

4, Sir John Herschel ealled books © the best soeiety in every
period of history.” .

5. Books summoti #e away from our narrow life to their
greatness; from our ignoranee to their wisdom.— Munger.

6. All that mankind has done, thought, gained, or been, iy
lying as in magie preservation in the pages of books. They are
the chosen possession of men.— Carlyle.

7. Ag friends and eompanions, as teachers and comgolers,
a3 recreators and amusers, books are always with us, and always
ready to respond to our wants. "We ean take them with wa in
our wanderings, or gather -them ground ug at our firegide.—
Lengford. R -

8.  There is power in good reading te keep the mind from
evil thoughts and to mold an upright charaeter, while poar
reading sows the seeds of evil in the fertile mind: and ean
it help but grow? Poor Iiterature portrays false ideas of life
and creates wrong ambitions, ‘Light reading utterly destroys
lovo for the good and true.’ This iy one of the chief reasons of
there being so many people at the present who have not the
power of congentration of thomght on one subjeet.”

9, Resolve to do a little reading every day, if it be but a
single senfence. If you give fifteen minutes a day, it will
make itself felt at the end of a year—- Horace Mann

10. You ecannot afford to buy books? Can you affard earpets
on your floors, feathers on your bonnets, sweetmeats on your
tables? Then you can afford to buy books, You might far
better five in a house with bare floors, and dispense with many
of those huxuries of food and dress that every mechanie and
laboring man conbrives to get, than to deny yourself books.
When it eomes ta be understoad that books are neccssaries of
life,— indispensable furniskings of every adequate home,—
even the poorest people will find ways of purchasing them.—
Washington Gladden.

11, Many youth are eager for books. They read auything
that they can obtain. T appeal to the parents of such children
to control thdir desire for reading. Do nat permit upon your
tables the magazines and newspapers in which are found love
stories. Supply their place with books that will help the youth
to put into their eharscter building the very best material,—
the love and fear of God, the knowledgé of Christ—* Counsels
to Teachers,” p. 133,

-

Devotional Meetings for September 23

Senior and Junior
Topic: World’s Survey,

Special Note— We are not giving you a fully outlined pro-
gram for this meeting, The last few months you have been
given mueh material, You have undoubtedly longed for a
chance to work out your own studies. Here is your ehance.
Get your program commitiee together early and arrange for
this program and for the next one, too. For this date we sug-
gest that you make it a current topie program —a sarvey
program of missions,

Source Matter-— We are giving one artigle (* The Great
Physician Answered ”) by Dr. Olive Smith, ane of our mission-
aries in India. You may desire to use this, or perhaps save it
until next month’s India program. There is abundant source
material in the various issues of the Beview ond Herald. The
world reports of our mission work are given each week, and
many of the reporis are most thrilling. Perhaps you have not
exhausted the material that was in the General Conference
Bulletin, Obtain a file of the Bulletin {there ought to be sev-
eral in your church) and arrange to have gome of the experi-
ences of Elder Christian in Russia related, also some of the
ineidents told by misgionaries from China and Afriea. Do not
forget to use the latcst mission news given in the Review and
Hergld. Make your survey world-wide, and make it gripping.

Special Speaters.— You may desire to kave a speeial apeaker
for this meeting. Invite your eonferenee Missiomary Volun-
teer secretary to come. Whomever you plan for, arrange ahead
of time, and plan for some speeial music. There may he somse
af our migsionaries in your vieinity. If so, write them and urge
them to be with you. Have a eommittee advertise the meeting,
and appoint those who will look after the entertainment of the
vigitor, Look after the details and make the visitor weleome, ,

If you have a specially good program, send a capy of it,
with some of the parts, to the General Department at Takoms
Park, B. ¢, We should be glad to know of your suecess and
glad for your suggestions. u. v, W,

The Great Physician Answered

WHILE on my way to one of our genéral mestings in South
Tudia, I stopped at one of opur misgion stations for two or three
days. The next day after my arrival a letter came asking me
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to vist a sick child in the vieinity, This I gladly did and
found the patient (a little girl of about seven years) very sick
indeed. She had been in eoma for three days, and it seemed a
very hopeless case. Nevertheless, I did what I could and gave
eareful imstruction as to her treatment till my eall the next
day. .

The family were well-educated and intelligent Indians and
did their best in carrying out directions, but in apite of all
efforts, on the following morning the child grew rapidly
worse, and it seemed but a question of @ few hours more,
T told the anxious watehers the exact eondition and that there
wag nothing more that could be done, The only hope wasg Lelp
from a loving Father. We had a short talk ahout His love
and wercy and His power to heal if Ha saw fit, reconnting in-
stanees when sueh healing power had been manifested. The
family then requested that we apply to the Great Physieian in
_thig ease, so we all knelt together about the bed of the little
suffersr. My helper and I led, then some members of the
household followed with earnest requests for the little one’s
life:if it was His will. Tt was a touching seasom for us all, and
our hearts were knit together by a deep bond of sympathy.
We then loft, the house, knowing it would be the last tims we
would look look upon the face of the child in life unless God
showed His power in answer to our request, for from present
indieations she would soon he gone,

Tt was with a heavy heart that I neared the house next
morning with words of sympathy on my lips. When the door
opened, however, a beaming face met me ingtead of a tear-
stained ome, Shortly after our leaving, a change had come:
the ehild had become conscious, sat up, and asked for food.
From that time she had been steadily impreving. The joy
that filled my own hearf at the news ean be better ‘imagined
than deserihed, for T eoufess my faith had not anticipated such
a decided answer to our prayers. Some instruetion as to her
eare while comvalescing was necssgary, snd we all united in
thanking God for what He had done.

Then followed many questions as to what our mission he-
lieved, and a degire to know more about our points of faith was
expressed by several members of the family, which led to an
engagement for Bible studies. As my time for departure had
an-ivéd, this work had to he turned over to the workers at the
station to follow up. '

We may not see the results until the books are opened, but
we have the promise that “My word. . . . shall not return
unte Me void, but it shall aceomplish that which I please, and
it shall prosper in the thing wheveto T sent it.” Isa. 55:11.
For this we rsjoiee and labor in hope. -

Ourve 8mirE, M. D.

Bangalore,

Devotional Meetings for September 30

Open Meeting— Another opportunity to show the ealiber of
your Society and your vesoureefulness, Do your hest, Plan
for gomething definite, and werk your plan, For gpecial things
you may have a Testimony study, a Bible study, a program on
current events, or a field day in the interests of your mission-
ary work., Perhaps your correspondence band would like the
time to tell what they have beemn deing, Find out. Your Look-
out Commitiee may desire to report, A program from your
students who are going away to school (if not foo late) would
be very appropriate. A good social meeting or a time for a
report-of the literature work would be helpful. There are so
many plang you might follow that we will not fake more time
suggesting. You probably have a dozen plans in mind right
now.

Coution~— Make your program a spiritual help. Don’t neg-
lect this for fine musical effects and all that. If you want fo
gee your society grow, keep eclose to God and tap His power,
This would be a good time to give stimulus to the prayer
‘bands. T V. W,

Make Uée of Your Visitors

ONE of our conference presidents has suggested that onr
Missionary Volunfeers should make use of our seciety visitors
as missionaries. You invite some one who is not an Adventist,
and he musters courage to come. Make him so heartily welecome
that he will want to come again., Aud suggest that he invite
hisg friend to come with him next time. That friend may not

have to go through the process of getting up courage. “If
Jack who invites me to go there enjoys-it, I ean. I have been
with Jaek to the ball game and other plates. I would go any-
where with Jaek,” The visitor hag an advantage as a migsion-
ary, for he does not have to break down prejudice.

This sonferenee president goes on to say: “I have fried to
place myself in the position of a young persgon, one who is not
a member of our chureh, and I ean imagine with what feelings
of fear and antipathy I would bring my mind to the place of
congenting to go to a strange ehurch among strange people
who hold strange doctrines, for the purpose of attending a
Chrigtian service. Then I have tried to realize, if I were such
a one, how mueh easgier it wounld be to go if one of my assoclates
should say, ¢ Come and go along with me,”

Who will try this plan of missionary endeavor? Who knows
young people Who have been brought to a knowledge of the
measage and to Christianity by attending the Misgionary Volun-
teer goelety meetings? ) M. E. KERN.

‘We Thank Thee
WE thank Thee, O Father, for all that is bright —
The gleam of the day and the stars of the night,
The flowers of our youth and the fruita of cur prime,
And blegsings that march down the pathway of time,

We thank Thee, O Father, for all that is drear —
The sob of the tempest, the fow of the tear;
For never in blindness, and never in vain,

Thy mercy permitted a sorrow or pain.

We thank Thee, O Father of all, for the power
Of aiding each other in life’'s darkest hour;
The generous heart and the bountiful hand,
And all the soul-help that sad souls understand,

We thank Thee, O Father, for days yet to be —
'Tor hopes that our future will call ug te Thee;
That all our eternity form, throngh Thy love,

One Thanksgiving Day in the mansions above.

— Will Carleton.

Try 'This Plan

In one large soeiety the members lived so far apart and
were 0 hugy that it seemed to be impossible to find a time
when those who were willing to engage in the literature and eor-
respondence work could meet and mail papers or letters, Con-
sequently the band membership was very small and the at-
tendance irregular., What did the perplexed lsader do3 He
conceived the plan of a home section of the corrsgpomdence
band, First, an agsistant whe was to eave for this home see-
tion was chosen. Then all who would mail a paper or write a
misgionkry letter during the odd moments at homs wera asked
to pass in their names and also to tell the numhber of papers .
they would undertake to send out each week, The result was
gratifying, Large Manila envelopes were obtained, and the
material for each person was placed in ohe of these, with the
proper name on the outside. This material congisted of a list
of names and addresses, and perhaps a form letter, the number
of papers asked for, wrapping paper, envelopes, stamps, and
writing paper. Thesge large envelopes, with eontents, were then
distribited at the regular Missionary Velunteer meeting, The
work was donme during the week by the home members, and
returned at the next meeting to fhe leader of the home section
of the band. He, in turn, had another envelope ready, contain-
ing the seeond instalment of papers to be mailed, and a1l neces-
sary material. H, H.

“THe disciples who would fish for men must often endure
the storms of life's Galilee,”

Ir the Son of God had need of seecvat prayer, and set the
example of going alone the first thing in the morning, how
important that we, His children, should follow His example.
—4&. C. O'omelzr.

Ler us begin each day as if it were the last we should
pass upon earth, and, continuing in prayer, let us live in
such a way that we may ask Qod at its close to bless our

effortz and influence.— Mrs. E. Q. While.
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