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Church Officers and Missionary Volunteer Week

"Pas Missionary Volunteer week lays upon our hearts a lov-
ing burden for our young people.
before us: First, and closest to our hearts, the salvation of
our own dear ones; seeond, the salvation of others, near and
far away. This week we pray God that the elder and church
officers in every church may be definitely used by the Holy
Spirit in rallying every member to engage in special prayer
and effort for. the young people. :

Let us plan elosely together, so that everything possible will
be dome to win every young person in the chureh to take a
gtand for Christ. In the home ecircle and in places of prayer,
plead with God for His presence in all the serviees of this
Missionary Volunteer Week. May the Lord help us somehow
to let the young people know how much .we do appreciate their
gervice with us in this messape, and how earnestly we long to
gee every ohe stepping over this line of definite personal deeision
which means salvation. May God bless every church this week.

W. A. SBp1CER.

Delivered from Unreasonable Men

“ FINALLY, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord
may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you:
and that we may be delivered from mnreasonable and wicked
men.” 2 Thess. 8:1, 2,

False brethren, ecreeping in among the churches, seeking
to lead diseiples away after them, was one of the perils to the
churches that caused Paul much anxiety, many tears, and
many prayers. Ile himself asked this ehurch to pray that
he might be delivered from them, so that the gospel might
have free course. .

Some of Paul’s most pointed instruction was given churches
to warn them against these false teachers, who sought to
clothe their work in angel robes. He told them of grievous
wolves in sheep’ clothing, which would come in ameng them
from without or would spring up from within their own fold.
These would teaeh strange doctrines, something apparently new,
something in advance(!) of what they had been taught., Of
all thig they ‘were to beware. False prophets, false teachers,
false aposties, bringing in “ damnable heresies,” as he called
them, did he through the Spirit so unsparingly condemmn.

“T marvel that ye are so soon removed from Iim that
called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: which
is npt another; but there he some that frouble youw, and would
pervert the ‘gospel of Christ, But though we, or an angel
from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that

Two things must he ever .

which we have preached unte you, let him be accursed” (Gal.
1:6-8), are his words to the Galatian brethren, Yet these
false teachers had very devoutly(?) gotten into the Galatian
chureh, teaching that unless these new believers were circum-
cised after the manner of Israel, they could not be saved.

Sueh preaching would naturally enough confuse these new
believers, for they wanted to be saved. Yet in reality all
thiz solewan exhortation, this teaching clothed in suck angel
robes, was nothing short of a satanic masterpiece of deception
to divert their minds from the saving gospel of living faith
in Christ, unto trusting in the merits of their own works for
salvation.

Among his final warnings to the church at Thessalonica we
find these words: “Now we comwmaud you, brethren, in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves
from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the
iradition [or “ordinances,” 1 Cor. 11: 2, also see margin]
which he received of us.? 2 Thess. 3: 6.

As then, so now. God, through faithful servants, has given
ns great light in the truths conneeted with the proeclamation
of the third angel’s mesgage W all the world., This message
is pecurely intrenched in the Seriptures. It is founded upon a
“Thus saith the Lord.” Around it, all the way along even
until the present, men have risen uwp among us, c¢laiming to
have some great advance light, proélaiming with earnestness
that unless the children of God ghall give ear to their divine(¥)
messages and heed their eall, they cannot be saved. Vet the
teaching of these men hag am slmost lmperceptible {(at first)
underenrrent leading away from the safe moorings, the clearly
defined landmarks, which God gave Sevenih-day Adventists
in the rise and establishment of this world-wide advent mes-
sage movement.

It is claimed just now, by some who are seeking to draw
away disciples after them, that to enjoy greater spirituality,
to obtain the resl blessing of God, prayer bands must be ox-
ganized, and that only in this manner shall the honest in
heart be called out to become candidates for translation.

Yet no one be deceived by suel voices. It has been found
that these prayer bands soon develop info what are called “ re-
formed churches,” and into a elearly defined propaganda of
attack upon their former brethren, even though, of course, they
profess to adhere striefly to the advent faith, “ By their
fruitg ye shall know them.” Matt, 7: 20.

Many such movements have arisen along down the jears,
enly to unsettle and lead off a few, these later to become
divided and subdivided by factions among themselves umntil
all are loat in the general Babylon of eonfusion seen every-
where in these last days. '

Chrigt’s word to us is, “Press togother! Press together!”
Study the word, heed the counsel given in the * Testimonies.”
None need stray, nor lack spiritual power nor guidance, who
follow the Iight given us. God has provided for His remnant
echurch abundant spiritual faeilities, even to the end of the
advent pathway, for perfecting characters which Christ shall
joyfully glovify at His coming,

“ Mo His church, Christ has given ample facilities, that He
may receive a large revenue of glory from His redeemed,
purchased possession, The church, being endowed with the
rightecunsness of Christ, ig Hig depository in which the wealth
of His merdy, His love, His grace, is to appear én full and
final displog. . . . The gift of His Holy Spirit, rieh, full, and
abundant, is to His church as an encompassing wall of fire,
“which the powers of hell shall not prevail agamst. In thelr
untainted purity and spotless perfeetion [when Jesus’ work
is completed in His remnant people] Christ looks upon His
people as the reward of all His suffering, His humiliation, and
His love.”— Mrs. E. G. White, in General Conference Bulletin,
Feb. 27, 1893, p. 409.
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And in them ghall be fulfilled the Father’s purpose as ex-
prossed in the apostle’s prayer for his Ephesian brethren:

“ That He would grant you, according to the riches of Iis
glory, to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the
inner man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith;
that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to com-
prohend with all saints what is the breadth, and lemgth, and
depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, wliieh
vasseth knowledge, that ye might be filled with afl the fuluess
oft God,”” Eph. 3:16-19.

‘What do believers need more than is given them here?

T, E. B.

Church FElders and Leaders

To these servants in the chureh are committed most sacred
trusts and responsibilities, DBecause of their advancement in
the Christian praces, and their good standing in the community,
they are selected for resident leaders and helpers to those of
ke precious faith, All classes of pecple expect a high stand-
ard of life from such members. IMaithfulness to such a calling
honors (od, and encourages men for good; but a life which
lowers the expeeted standard, dishonors God, discourages others,
and results in inestimsahle loss.

The apostle Panl sxhorts the elders: ¢ Take heed therefore
unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the
Holy Ghost hath made you oversesrs, to feed the chureh of
God.” Actas 20: 28, In writing to Timothy he says: “ Be
ingtant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with
all long-suffering and doetrine.” 2 Tim. 4:2. The metive
for all this iz that they “wateh for your souls, as they that
must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with

grief” Heb, 18: 17,
At chureh serviees, at puhlie gatherings, in the market, on

the street, in the homes, these leaders meet the membsrs of
the eongregation, All such occasiong are opportunities of
watching for souls. Appropriate words, a kindly handshake,
or an earnest invitation makes a lasting impression. The sick,
the needy, thoss in trial, the careless, the weak, should receive
thoughtful attention and prayerful service.

The working out of our presemt church organization reveals
a constant demonstration that in proportion to the faithful-
negs or unfaithfulnegs of the church leaders, the ehurch ad-
vanceg o declines in the purpeses for whish it exists,

# Negleet not the gift that is in thee. . . . Meditate upon
these things; give thyself wholly to them; that your progress
may be plain to every ene [Twentieth Century Version], Take
hoed unto thyself, and unto the doetrine; contmue in them:
for in doing thiz thou shalt both save thyself, and them that
hear thee.” 1 Tim, 4:14-16.

“Wateh,” was the apostle’s parting word to the brethren
at Hphesns, Watch for grievonz wolves from without, and
wateh lest unreliable members within shall distract and wn-
settle the flock. * Remember,? he adds, “that by the space
of three years T ceased not to warn every one night and day
with tears,” Acts 20:31.

Panl was ever alert with the deepest concern when caring
for the individual members of the church. He hbraved the
gravest dangers, endured extreme hardship and bodily punish-
ments, that the Christian graces might be developed in every
member of the flock. His concern for them was so great that
he eould wish himeelf aceursed from Christ for his brethrem,
Hés must have realized that his efforts were suceessful, for he
coneludes, * Those things, which ye have -both learned, and
received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace
shall be with yon.” Phil 4:9. H. W. Cara,

Homilton, Bermuda,

Anniversary of the Reviving of the Wolf Lake
Seventh-day Adventist Church

[BroraEr Brmrr . PINcHON, writing upon a letter head
indicating that he is engaged in self-supporting work as a
broom manufacturer, also marketing vegetaples and small £ruits,
atates that the old church at Wolf Lgke, Ind., organized 'in
1868, but whiech has for years stood only as “a memorial ¥ of
what had been, recently held an anniversary of its revival, He
gayg: “In three menths we had quite a eongregation. Our

first quarter’s offerings to missions was $5, but last gquarter |
the offerings amounted to $100.56. Our membership of seven
went up to sizteem, then twenty-three, then forty-two, includ-
ing Babbath sehool ehildren.”

At the anniversary of the revival of the work at this old
church, Bister Lola A, Pinchon presemted in verse form the
following story of the rolling away of the reproach at Wolf
Lake, And Wolf Lake is not the only place where a like good
work might be acecomplished, were other consecrated, solf-
supporting laborers to arise, and under God likewige rebumild
the old altars—m E, B.]

"Thras just a year ago that we roorganized our secheol

And turned the old deserted church hack under Jesus’ rule;
The silence of the dear old bell so many months and years,
Had set the town to gossiping, and casting ugly jeers,

“ What will you do with your ¢ld chureh, junk it? " some one
sueered,

 Oh, no, we’re going to organize,” we happily replied. ‘

“ But where’ll you get your company?” he ventured then to say.

‘“ The seed gown years ago, dear sir, will gpring up by the way.”

And so0 we’ve searched the highways, the Lord’s dear ones te
find

And one b,y one they’ve all come back to Jesus’ blessed side.

The work has been such pleasare! all the precions gems to
find;

Obswrity’s? impossible on whom the light onee shined.

At first ’twas only three whe met at good old Bister Freed’s,

And then at Brother Stureman’s, making two more fruitful
seads;

Then one seed blew away from us, thus leaving only four,

But Brother Tumlinson and wife and Ted count up for more,

Ag seven meang completeness, now we thought we’d anchored
right,

And then afong eame Sister Graves, to aid us in the fight;

Then letters thick and fast wont out, and trips through wind
and rain,

To seek for those we’d ever loved, and bring them hack again.

The children’s corner, hitherto of chairs and tables blank,

Had stood a momument of days before the old church sank.

To #11 this vacaney onee more took tears and prayers to God.

e heard our prayers and smw our tears, and strefched the
golden rod

To draw His children home again, to fill the vacant seats,

And make the old church ring once more with little plod-
ding feef.

And so God brought the Markers hack, and Weabhbers, old and

young,
And Brother Fritz's folks, and Zina, with their little omes,

Now they the vacant chairs have filled, with Nelson's ehil-
dren, too,

And many other visitors, all numbering thirty-two.

Now Brother Hile and Bister Hile are in our happy band,

And five or six new converts, too; will soon extend their hand.

To all who want to join our church, a welcome we extend,
Tor God iz gathering in His sheep to save unto the emd.

At firgt our quarter’s gathering was twenty dollars, plus,
But now it’s near the hundred mark, and growing with a rush,

For many weeks we labored hard to reach the conference goal,
Then gave up in digeouragement, just sick in heart and soul;
But God says man’s extremity is His prevailing charcs

To rid him of the burdens that will vanish at His plance.

And s0 today the golden stars are glist'ning on the chart,

And God has blessed the end becanse with courage we did
start; '

So Tat us work together, friends, to reconcile to God

The ones who strayed away from Him, and felt old Sataw’s
rod.

This may be our last chanee to give the Master’s warning cry,
Tor soon we’ll see the Saviour come deseending in the sky.

The warning’s sounded now for years, but God still has & few
He knows are honest hearted, and He bids ua seek them, too.

And aren’t we very glad, my frieuds, that God has chosen us

To gat(lller out those who were lost, and save them from the
‘dust? .

A Tively band of thirty-two ean do a lot of work

Toward filling up the kingdom, so let not one of us shirk.

There sin and pain and sorrow’ll end, and parting be no mors;
Let’s puide our little families to that bright, glorious shore;
Let’s seek out all the lost of earth, and plead and trust and

pray
That they may be among ns in that gladsome, happy day.
Lora A, PINCHON.

.




N

THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE 3

Pome Missionary Department

Religious Liberty Day Program:

{T'o be held March 1)

Openivg 8owg: “ Christ in Song,” No. 335,

Beripture Lesson: Psalm 124, :

FPrayer.

Hong: Y Chrigt in Song,” No. 789,

Reading: ‘““Fundamental Principles Tersely Stated.”

fpecial Prayer: For @God’s Continted Protection over His
Paople, and the Finishing of the Work, -

Offering for Religious Liberty Work, -

Closing Beng: “ Christ in Song,” No. 788,

Note to the Leaders

The announcenient of the Religious Liberty Day for March
1 should be made on fhe previous Sabbath, so ocur people may
come prepared to give a Hberal offering for the religious liberty
work, and also that they may not fail to renew their subserip-
tiong and their clubs to the Idberty magazine.

On Beligious Liberty Day the price of subseriptions to the
Liberty magazing ig only 25 cents to individual addregges. A
special efforf should he made to have our people tale four
yearly subscriptions for $1, one copy for themselves, and the
other three for some prominent officials in their own town or
ity — judges, lawyers, edifors, mayor, coumeilmen, ministers,
professional men, and also for city and school Hbraries, ete, If
the church missionary society orders a club of fifty copies for
the entire year, it can obtain the same at the extremely low rate
of 614 cents a copy, or $12.50 for fthe entire club for the year.
Single copies sell at 20 cents, which leaves a good margin to

- those who degire to sell them. The money raised for the clubs
is utilized by the churches for this purpose, but the anmual
offering for the general religious liherty work is sent on to the
local conference treasurer.
gend the Liberty magazine to all State officials and legisglators
and to meet emergencies in the religious liherty work,

This information regarding the price of clubs, renewals, efe.,
ig furnished with the undergtanding that you will present it fo
your eongregation at such time and in such manner as you con-
gider appropriate, If done in the true spirit of migsionary
gservies, it should not be considered imappropriate as a part of
the Sabbath serviee. It is greatly desired thai the matter of
renewal of clubs of the Liberty magazine and solicitation of
new subscriptions receive the necessary attention at this time.
In addition to the regular offering for the religioug liherty
work, let the people indicate on slips of paper their renewals
or the number of Liberty magazines they will pay for to holp
make up a club order, explaining that the money to meset the
expense is to be placed in the Chureh Order envelope during
the week and hrought to the service the following Sabbath. In
this way it is possible fo avold the actual money transaction on
the Sabbath,

If the leaders so desire, we will send them inferesting mafter
‘relative to reeent developments in the. Sunday Iaw situation
hefore Congress and State legislatures, and also other up-to-

date matter, just before Religious Liberty Day.
C. 8. LoNGACRE.

Fundamental Principles Tersely Stated

TaE most precicus boown in this life is the emjoyment of
liberty, The blessings of Ilife, without the gift of liberty fo
enjoy them, iz like the torture of the smell of good foed to
a starving man who is denied even a taste of i, There is only
one thing in this world that brings greater joy to the human
heart than the enjoyment of freedom, and that ig the con-
geiolsness that you are putting up a good fight for it.

Those who are engaged in the conflict between fruth and
error, and are fighting for the freedom wliich the comscience
demands in the realm of religion, are engaged in the best of
fights in the best of causes, for the best interests of the
human race.

Jesus Christ is the great Liberator and Emancipator of the
human race from the bondage of sin and the tyramiy of men.
«Tf the Son [of God] therefore shall make you free, ye shall
hé free indeed.?” ;

Jesug Chrigt is the sinner’s intercessor, and Satan is his
acenser., The love of Christ econstraineth all men, and the
croas of Calvary draws all men.

Christ mads Christianity inspirational instead of legalistie,
He was a lovar, and not a legislator; a redeemer, and not a
polieeman; an advoeate and not a judge; a pardomer of sin-
nerg, and not an executioner.

These funds are sorely needed to -

He founded His kingdom upon the principles of love and
merey rather than of law and majesty, “Love is the fulfilling
of the law,” and “merey and truth are met together 7 in His
kingdom. His law is a “law of faith,’ and not of force,

His salvation is by grace, and not by works.

iy teachings are based upon freedom of choice instead of
coercion.

He seeks to write His statufes upon the hearts of men by
the Spirit of the living Glod, rather tham upon the statute books
of the state by the pen of the legislator,

A sincere Christian refuses to join hands with the political
preacher who substitutes the elub of the policeman for the
crogs of Christ, to advance the cause of Christianify.

A real Christian vefuses to follow any church creod that
subatitutes the foree of law for the power of love. ;

The only power that should ever deminate the human heart
in divine things is the pewer of divine love.

Jesus Christ never made an allianes with Cmsar and the
sword, and He ean mever be conquered by the sword. The
sword and the cross should never become allies,

The throne of the king and the altar of the priest should
not dwell together under the same roof.

A union of church and state meang thdt the priest will rule

\you by fear, the king by force, and both hy both.

Compulsory religion binds the body in chaing and the hrams
in fefters.

If all men had always obeyed the kings of the past, in all
things without protest, we should all be physical slaves today;
and if all men had always stupidly done exacily what the
priests of the state ehurch told them, we should all be mental
slaves now, A legal religion can thrive and sucesed only where
the masses are held in ths bonds of ignoranee and superstition,

A state religion is well named — it i not God’s religion, but
Cesar's religion,

A legal religion is for the head, bub not for the heart,
The only religion that has any value in heaven ig heart religion,
A head religion wifhout heart religion fosters habits of in-
gineerity and hypocrisy. There are enough hypocrites inm the
world now; we meed not make any more by law,

Some people helieve that the making of laws will reform men,
but making laws does not’ make men.

To legislate templation out of the world, is to legislate
character out of man.

Christ did not pray to His Father to legislate temptation
out of the world, but that He should “keep” s followers
i from the evil? in the world,

What we need is not more laws and better laws, but better
men and hetter women; and the only power in the uuiverse
which can change the evil naturg of man ig the power of the
gospel of Jesus Christ. .

The kingdom of God will never be establiched on earth by
political reforms or by social evolution, but by grace and
spiritual regemeration, *

The kingdom of God doed not come by putting new wine
into old bottles, but by putfing new Wine infe new bottles;
not by putting a new pateh on an old garment, but by puiting
on the whole new garment of Christ’s righteousness,

The people whoe helieve in emforcing religious dogmas hy
¢ivil law in order to make the world better, have an idea that
they can make ofher people’s beliefs for them as readily ag
tailors make suits of clothes for their customers.

He who dees not believe in sacredly preserving his brother’s
religions eonvictions, should never he intrusted with anthorify.

The church that depends upon the puny arm of man for
supnort, is in danger of denying the divineness of her mission,

‘When the chureh and state lived in unholy wedlock, the
priest forgad chaing for the soul, and the king for the limbs.
He who eritieized the dictum of the priest was called a heretie,
and he who questioned the tyranny of {he king was called a
traitor. He who spoke against church dictatorship in polities
wag condemned as & blasphemer, and he who protested against
unjust kingly rule in religion was held guilty of high freason
against the government,

The chureh and state régime of the Dark Ages is written, not
with pen and ink, but with the point of the sword dipped in
haman blood. The war for the supremacy of the chureh over
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the gouls of men crimsoned the rivers of Eurcpe with the bleod
of martyrs,

Mo who surrenders his soul liberty to save hig skin, vir-
tually says, “ There is nothing worth saving about me but my
gkin, Sinee God does not ears to save a man’s skin without
his goul, that man forfeits his eclaim to the life hereafter,
when he sarrenders his soul to save hiz skin.

Some people seem to find happiness orly in making others
miserable; while they belisve in religious liberty for them-
gelves, they do not favor the grant of religions freedom for
thoge who dissent from their ereed.

The difference hetween a saint and a devil ig the difference
between a lover and a hater, an imtercessor and an aceuser.

Bigotry and tyranny comprise the religion of his gafanie
majesty; and wher any ehurch becomes aetuated by the spirit
of hatred and intoleranee, she becomes “the synagogue of
Satan.”

Tyue Christianity flourishes without governmental ald, and
dies with it.

History demongtrates that Christianity has had first o eor-
Tupt itself before it ‘descended into the arena of polities and
made an alliance with the state to further her own ends by
carnal means. .

The deification of the state and the sceularization of the
chureh has heen the product of priesteraft, and the primary
canse of all the religious persecutiong in the world.

“ My country and my chureh, first and always, right or
wrong,” lias been the slogan of every legally established reli-
gion in the past, when Truth, Liberty, and Justiee were sent
chained into exile.

Liberty is the key that has unlocked the barred door fo the
treasures of wisdom snd knowledge, of real science and true
religion, of modern achievement and civilization, ard above all,
of true happiness, material progress, and lasting peaee. Lib-
arty, truth, and justice ave inseparably connseted, and he who
deliherately tramples on one of these divine gifts to man
comes in eonflict with this frinity of eternal prineiples which
emanate from God for the lagting henefit and welfare of
humanity.

No question is ever settled un#il if is settled right,

There iz always a wrong way and a right way of doing the
right thing, and the temptation is to do the right thing the
wrong way.

The political preacher invariably sends his petitions for help
to Congress or Parlament instead of to the threme of God.

If culture and law ean save the world, then the politieal
preacher should change his fext and say: “I glory in the
wisdom of Athens instead of the eross of Calvary.”

The political preacher and reformer believeg that the king-
dom of God is going fo.be ushered into the world through the
gateway of polities by reform legislation, and that the head-
quarters of the coming kingdom will be established at Wash-
ington, and that the ¢ Christian lobbyists? and ¢ professional
reformers” will be chosen as cabinet members of Christ’s
kingdom; but the Good Book says that the kingdom of graee
will be established in the hearts of men instead of at Wash-
ington, London, Paris, or Berlin,

A Jsgal religion applies the fagots and the seourge to the
individual who says, T will die for my eonvictions, but T will
not gurrender my conscienee’’

The man who says, “If our Sunday laws de not suit you,
get ont of the Republie,” ought to apply to 2n antoeratic gov-
ernment for a pesition as inquisitor for herefies, or ay trans-
portation agent for exiles,

Rome had her Patmos, Russia her Siberia, Spain her Ingui-
gition, and the Purifan colonies had their wild wilderness of
gavage Indians for religlous dissenters; but the American
Republie has not yet given a monopoly of power and authority
to heretic hunters and Sunday blue law advocates to semd
nonconformists into exile.

Christians often persecute Christians, Sineerity and con-
seientiousness in religion are no guaranty against bigotry and
intolerance. Roger Williams, the American apostle of religicus
liberty, said he felt safer among the Christian savages in
Rhode Island than he did among the savage Christians of
Massachusetbts,

If the Sunday observer has a right to work on Saturday
without eivil molestation, the Sabbatarian has an equal right
to work on Sunday without state.interference.

If the church has a right fo demand that the theaters be
closed on Sunday by civil law in order to get rid of & com-
petitive rival, then the theater has an equal right to demand
that the ehurches be closed on week days for the same reason.

Everybody should observe the Sabbath day and all other di-
vine cbligations, but no one should ever be compelled by civil
law to conform cutwardly te any of these divine obligatiéns
which we owe exelusively to God.

The power of Christianity comés from above, and not from
beneath; it comes from Christ instead of from Cemsar. The
chureh should lead the ginner to the foot of the eross of Cal-
vary mstead of leading him to the seaffold of the executioner;
it ought to present him with the robe of Chmst’s r1ghteousness
instead of the striped swmit of the prison. *

Christ came, not to bind men with fetters, hut to open the
prison doors and set the ecaptives free,

He came to offer the hungry soul living manns instead of
a scorpion; e came not to lift Himself up by pulling others
down,

The Christianity that counts, woos men instesd of wounding
them; if eneireles them in the arms of everlasting love instead
of confining them in torturing fetters of iron.

It is the Christian’s duty to lead sinners to Christ instead
of to Cmsar; to the foot of the eross instead of to the steps
of a throne; to expound to him God’s love story for sinners
instead of pronouncing upen him an ediet of vengeanes,

What this sad, sinning world longs for iz not more law,
but more love; not the gentence’of an austere judgse, but the .
golicitations of an ardent lover.

Enforeed roligion does not add a single indiridual to the
kingdom of heaven, but will send a lot of people to the hype-
erites’ hell,

He who would be greatest should be sevvant of all instend
of lord over all. )

No man is good enough to preseribe another man’s religion for
him; no man is wise enough to judge the motives of liz heart,
nor great emough to eontrol the dietates of his eonscience,

Religion is a matter of eonscience, and not of police reg-
ulation, v

Religion. has no vslue unless the eongelence ig left free to
aeceept it

A legal religion shackles the conseience, and tempts it to
wear a cloak of hypoerisy,

The trouble with the infidel is that he fails to diseriminate
between 'Christianity and churchianity. Churchianity is fre-
quently the very opposite of Christianity, Christianity rests
upon the unchangeable, immutable, and eternal prineiples of
fruth, liberty, and justice as enunciated by Jesus Christ in His
teachings, and exemplified in His life; whereas churchianity
hag stood, most of the fime, for a legal religion, an alliance with
eivil government, and consequently has been the relentless foe
and oppressor of the lovers of truth, liberty, and justice,

Christianity secks to draw and win men by the power of
love and the glory of the eross of Calvary; while churchianity
frequently attempts to drive and foree men by the coureive
power of the sfate and the “infallible * decrees of a religious
hierarchy enthroned in law. The appeal of Christianity is
for spiritual regeneration and character transformation; while
the dietum of churchianity ig for eivie reformation, soelal evo-
Iution by human devisings, and self-exaltation and aggrandize-
mont of power.

Our mission, as followers of the meek and lowly Nazarene,
should be to save, and not to condemn; to constrnet, and not
to destroy; to emcourage, and not to dishearten; to draw, and
not to drive; to love, and not to hate} to persuadse, and not
to persecute; to comfort, and not to eurse; and to do business
with others as we would have them deal with us,

Above all, it is our duty to dispel darkness with light, to
combat ervor with truth.

As watehmon on the walls of Zion, we must be wide awake,
and quick to sound the alarm when the foe threatens our
hevitage of freedom and the rights of conseienee.

“ Eternal vigilance is the pries of liberty,” and he who
negleets the defense of this preeious heritage, despises the




THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE 5

acrifice of the martyrs of truth of all past ages, and eounts
he blood of the covenant of peace an unholy thing.

May the God of heaven bestir us to do our duty in defenss
of the camse of religious liberty. C. 8. LONGACRE.

Restfully Active

THE following incident ilustrates the truth that the vie-
torious, restful life is the only truly effieient life,—the truth
' which must never be lost sight of by those engaged in soul-
| winning:

Here is a man, let us suppose, who desires to eross a broad
and Tapid river, He 3s but a poor swimmer; but he faneies
that by doing his best he will sueeeed in reaching the opposite
gide In a few moments he is seen earnestly striking out, and
making desperate efforts to keep his head above watey, Very
soon his strength rapidly fails him, and it is evident that only
a few moments must elapse before he must sink and perish
from sheer exhaustion.

Close to the struggling man a beat is floating by. A volce
¢alls out to him, “Lay hold of the boat” He looks up,
and to his delight, he sees that if is within his reash, He
makes g vigorous grasp, and in a moment both bis hands
" ave firmly clutéhing the side of the boat. Instead of strug-

. gling, he is now clinging.

He is not long in this seeure condition before he discovers
that there is another man sinking not far from him, Bub
what shall he dot To strike out to help him weuld be to. fail
in the attempt of saving him, as well as to perish himself,
He feels he needs all the strength he has in order to cling,
and to keep himself close to the boat,

Again a voice calls to him. It is from a man in the boat,
who is gently pulling at the oars. “Get into the boat,” he
cries to the elinging maxw. The man oheys, and at onee he
pagSes from the experience of elinging to thab of resting,
by putting the whole weight of his body on the boat. No
sooner iz he in the boat than his hands are free to be

 outstretehed Lo save the sinking one. Beeause he 3¢ at leisure
from himself he ig ready to reseue the perishing.

It is a wonderful day when we see that we may have such
eonfidence in the Lord’s keeping ‘pow&r that we cease, geeking
to help Him to do that which He Himself has undertaken to
perform, To help Him to keep us from falling would be as
foolish as to help the boat to keep us from sinking, . . .
And we are not long rejoicing in our newly found rest — which
is a deliverance from the life of strain and anxiety — hefore
wo realize our freedom to engage in the work of helping to
save others, It is not till then that we understand that resting
ig the true and essential condition of all real working.—Selected.

, Clinging and Resting
To the cross I long was elinging
As = refuge from despair,
Found relief from guilt of ginning
‘While T lmgered clinging there,
Still life’s waves and storms assajied me,
Doubts and fears my mind dlstressed
And with all the cross availed me,
. Clinging gave no perfeet rest.

To that eross I cling no longer,
Doubts and fears no longer feel;

Faith, and hope, and love are stronger,
Jesug’ blood doth fully heal.

Now my song i8 not, “'m clinging,” i
That to me would now be loss,

‘When with heart and veiee I'm singing,

“I am 7esting at the eross.”

O what needless griefs I’ve carried,
And what needless burdens horne!
All beeause T, clinging, tarried,
While the restmg was mnknown.
Years of elinging were not wasted,
Though they seem to me but loss,
Sinee diviner gweets I've tasted
In the resting at the cross,

— Selected.

Christian Privileges

“A sTaTioN agent at Bleomington, N. J., saw a man
walking on the tracks of the Lehigh Valley Railroad. On
his back he carried a huge package, apparently containing
househeold utensils ag weli a8 clothes. He seemed tired.
The agent stopped him and ordered him off the track, telling
him that he was liable to arrest for trespass, besides in-
curring the risk of being killed by a train. The man, who
was a Hungarian, demurred, and produced a railroad ticket,
good from Jersey City to Scranton, Pa. The agent looked at
him in amazement, and agked bim why he was walking when
he might ride. The Hungarian repiied that he thought the
ticket gave him only the privilege of walking over the road.
His right was explained to him, and the tired man delight-
edly bearded the first train that stopped.” ’

How many Christians are making the same mistake as the
Hungarian. We are invited, * Cast thy burden upon the
Lord, and He shall sugtain thee’ (Ps. 55: 22); and, “ Com-
mit thy way unto the Lord [“ Rell thy way upon the Lord,”
margin]; trust also in Him; and He shall bring it to pass ”
{Fs. 37: 6); and yel how often we pergist in walking down
the rough road of life, carrying our ticket in our pocket,
and bearing a heartbreaking load. It is time that the station
agent overtake us and warn us of our danger. Possibly you

“are to he the station agent to ma:ke the explanation to pedes-

trians along your road.

The Missionary Commrittee

Tae church is a miniatare conferenes. -We will study it
from this point of view in this artiele. “ The church of Christ
has been organized on earth for misgionary purposes.”” — Mrs.
E. G. White, in “ An Appeal to Our Churches,” p. 28. Again
we are lold, “The church iz Ged's appointed agency for the
galvation of men. It wag organized for serviee, and its mission
is to earry the gospel to the world.” — “ The Aects of .the Apos-
ties” p. o.

Ag we have previoualy noted, the eider sustains the game re-
lation to the chmreh that the president does to the conference,
the chureh treasvrer lkewise to the conference treasurer, the
church clerk to the conferenee secretary; and the other church
officers in their responsibility to the church quite closely par-
allel the conference officers and departmental woTkers,

The work of the conference is dirested by the president of
the conference and the eonference ecommittee. This commities
plans all the work that iy done in the conference, both pastoral
and evangelical. The chureh board is comparable to the con-
terence eommittee, particularly so when it sits as ths mission-
ary eommittee of the church. This committee consists of the
following: “The chareh board or c¢hurch officers, together
with the ehurch sehool teacher and the Missionary Volunteer
secretary.” The chureh board ineludes the following officers:
The elder (or elders), deaeons, deaconesses, clexk, treasuver,
misgionary seeretary, Sabbath school superintendent, and Mis-
sionary Volunteer leader. The missionary leader, if other than
the clder, is aléo ineluded, If there is a local pastor, he also
would be a rﬂember of the church board.

Tho counsel of the Lord has clearly indicated the pavt that is
to be agted by our church officers in making of their church the
soul-winning ageney God designs it to be. “ Those who have
the spiritual oversight of the elurch should devise ways and
means by whish an opportunity may be given to every member
of the echureh to act some part in God’s work., Too often in the
past this has not been done. Plans have not been elearly laid
and fully carried out, whereby the talents of all might be em-
ployed in active serviee. There are but few who realise how
much hag béen lost because of this,

“ The leaders in God’s cause, as wise general, are to lay plans
for advance moves all along the line. In their planning they
are to give special study to the work that can be done by the
laity for their friends and neighbors, The work of God in this
earth ean nmever be finighed until the men and women compris-
ing our shurch membership rally to the work, and uynite their
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efforts with those of ministers and chureh offieers,” — « Tegté-
monies,” Vol IX, pp. 116, 117.

That we may eclearly understand the neeessity of training
for missionary work, we have been instrueted:

“ Hyery chureh should be a training school for Christian work-
ers. Its members should be taught iow to give Bible readings,
. . . how best to help the poor and io eare for the sick, how
to work for the unconverted. There should be schools of health,
cooking sehools, and eclasses in various lines of Christian help
work. There shonld not only be toaching, but actual work
under experienced imstructors, Let the teachers lead the way
in working among the people, and others, uniting with them,
will learn from their exampls. One example iy worth many
precepta —* The Ministry of Healing™ p. 749,

The doties of the missionary commitiee may be clearly out-
lined, and ara very practical. As in the ense of the conference
committee, the fivet duiy of this committee ig te plan definitely
to give the message to every person within its territory, To
do this sueeessfully will eall for, PN

1. The division of the church territory inte missionary dis-
triets, each district to be under the supervision of a capable
leader, and eaeh district to be subdivided according to the
number of church members assigned to the distriet leader in
charge.

9, The outlining of a Systemiatic distribution of literature
that will provide a continunous missionary program throughout
the year. This will call for literature in the various languages
represented in the ehureh territory, both for free distribution
and for aanle. Such plans will take into consideration the Big
Week, Harvest Ingathering, and other general campaigns, so
that the missionary program of the church will run smoothly

. and regularly all through the year.

3, The assignment of all the members of the church, where
physieally able, to some one of the distriet bands, for active
gervice,

4, The formation of special classes for speeific lines of work,

Ag & rule these will be (@) Bible Workers’ Class; (b) Chris-
tian Help and Medieal Missionary (lass; (¢) Correspondence
Class; and in some loealities a (d) Colporteurs’ Clags.

The missionary ecommittee will also plan for the special mis-
sionary meetings to be held in the church, such as the first
Babbath, the weekly prayer and missionary meeting, and such
other missionary mectings zs may be necessary for the sue-
cessful promotion of the soul-winning aetivities of the whole

" chureh., Being responsible for ths missipnary work of the church,
this committee will endeavor to place every member of the
chureh in the line of missionary andeavor for which ke or she
ig best adapted, but every member will be included in their
plans.

Close co-operation with the conference home missionary amd
algo the Missionary Volunteer secretary will assure this eom-
mittes of the help of these workers inm building up a strong
missionary organization, as every church is expected to be.
Young and old will find their places, and many souls will be won.

The missionary commitfee should have a regular time for
meeting, at least once each month. Other meotings may need
to be called from time to time, to care for the problems arising
as the misgionary work of the church progresses. Inagmiuch

ag this committee ie responsiple for the development and pro-f

motion of the plans for the whole church, it will be necessary
to counsel together often. The larger committeo may be divided
into subeommittees, to give study o special work or plans, but
the whole eommittee will need to be familiar with the whole
missionary program, if the fullest stiecess is to be achieved,
Where there iz not already such o missionary committes, ap-
pointment should be made at once, and plans should be get in
operation to earry out the divine program for making the
church a live missgionary ovganization. The conference homa
migglonary secretary will eo-operate in the work of mapping out
the church territory, making wp the varions distriet bands,
outlining working plansg, ete. “ Time ig short, and our forces

must be organized to do a larger work,”—* Testimonies,” Vol. |

IX, p. 27. J. A, BTEVENS.

The Missionary Prayer Meetiné Corner

“PRIVATE prayer is the best way of improving publie praye
meetings, If people have no relish for prayer alome, and do
not practise personal fellowship with God in prayer, how ean
a publie prayer meeting be sineere or real? If, on the other
hand, Christians love to talk with God, and are reverently
familiar with Him, they will have no greater ypleasure than
to come fogether to join their minds and hearts in thinking
of God and in spenking to Him. But if the prayer meetings|
are dead and unypopular, it is usually because thers ig not
back of them a life of devotion and prayer in individuals.™

“Bible study seems always to go with prayer. Sfudying
God’s Word to us helps us to speak to God. And no one goes
very far in sach study without realizing the need also of help
from God to live by the searching light whieh streams from the
Bible. The RBible teaches us that we need to pray, and it
teaches ts how to pray. To have a great deal of real Bible
study in the prayer meetings promotes prayer. It is mot
promoted by secular loctures or entertainments. It ig vichly
promoted by the study of God’s Word.” ’

Iaving deflnit¢ persons and things to pray for improves
the prayer meetings, Some ehuvches’ have what they eall
“Year Books of Prayers” in which partiecular individuals or
objeets are named for special days. The Morning Wateh Cal-
endar 18 helpful to this end; alse the missionary correspondence
list which each church member, young or old, should have.
To use these hooks or ligts and to be on the wateh for the
many things which should be prayed about, and to have thege
presented for remembrance, is a great assistance, People
goen eome fo diseover where real and effectual prayer is being
offered, and will bring thera the definite needs of their own
and othersg' lives.

“Tt is good, too, to keep frack of answered prayers, and
to report them to the glory of God. The Lord's book of re-
membranee of ts (Mal 3: 16) should he matched with our
book of remembrance of Him and His faithful dealings with
Hig children, We ghould be amazed if we kept a better reeord
of our prayers to ses how, in spite of our frailties and faith-
lesgmess, God has been faithful and done for us far more than
we have agked.”

Suggestions for Missionary Meetings
March &

ToP1c: “ First Things First ¥

TexT: John 4: 34,

SeEp TmouemTs: (1) The Saviour did always the things
that pleased God. John 8: 29, While He rondered to Cemsar
the things due to Cemsar, He vigilantly watched His duty in
rendering to God the things due Him, (2) Christ kept His
Father's commandments. (3) “ T muat work the works of Him
that sent Me” The purpose of God’s great love is the sal-
vation of every scul. Every faithful follower of Christ will,
like Him, work with zeal to finish God’s work.

Suaaegmive Herps: Read in “ SBteps to Christ” the chap-
ter, “ The Work and the Life,” pp. 81-80; and ¢ Testimonies,”
Vol IX, pp. 233-238.

TLLUSTRATION:. ““Sychar, at the time of Christ, was an
aneient town in Samaria, near Mt Gerizim, on which was
the temple of the Samaritans, It was here, we are told, that
Abram stopped on bhiz way from Haran to Canaan, and hera
the Lord appeared to him, and promised the land to him and
hig seed, '

“TLike moet places, Sychar needed a revival. The moral
tone of the place geems to have been rather low. If we had
been looking for a missionary to start a great revival in that
Bamaritan town, we should hardly have chosen one to whom
could he given such a character as the Saviour gave to the
woman at the well: ¢ Thou hast well gaid, I have no husband:
for thou hagt had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast
ig not thy hueband: in that saidst thou truly.’

“ Rather unpromising material to Jead out in revival work,
was it not? But this the woman did; for we read that ‘ many
of the Bamaritans of the cify believed om Him for the saying
of the woman, which testified, He told me all that ever I did’
And so greatly were those wicked Samaritans stirred that they
besonght Jesus to tarry with them. ‘And He abode there two
days,’ with the resmit that ‘many more believed bhecause of
His own word.’

“This woman was the firgt to aunounce in Syehar that
the Messiah had come, and she gave as proof the faet that
he had read the secrets of her lifa. e ammouncement aroused
curiosity, and the people listened to the words of Christ ag
He vested at 1he noon hour by Jacob’s well, and told them .
about the water of whieh thay could drink and never thiret
again, :
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“ Sometimes we find churches where but little interest is
manifest, They have a round of service; but there is liftle
sign of apiritual life. Being idle in the Lord’s work, their
members have time to wateh one another, to diseower the
weaknesges and failures of their comrades in the fazith, and
criticize them. Instead of talking about the blessing of God
and what He has dome for their souls, they comment on the
real or supposed mistakes of their hrethren, making their
defects an excuse for their own slothfulness, When urged
to engage in active missionary work for the Master, they
excuse their spiritual slothfulness by saying, *Oh, I have no
talent! T cannof do missionary work.

“Poor souls, what a lame excusel Al have at least one
talent for which they must render account in the judgment.
But de you not have as much talent as this Samaritan woman
hadt Do you think she had more influence with her neighbors
than you have with your neighhors? Did she do & spiritual
work that is beyond you, living as you do in the blaze and glory
of this age of light? What think you? The work of this
Samaritan woman, who was instrumental in effecting a great
spiritnal awakening, will be a condemnation in the day of God
to every spiritual sluggard and sleeping virgin. ‘Whether you
tealize it or not, your excuse fhal you have no talent and
! gannot do anything for the sinmers about you, i only a make-

ghift to cover your spiritual idleness, and will not pass muster
in the judgment.”— Soul-Winnwng,” pp. 93-95.

- March 12

Torrc: “ Fruitful or Fruitless§”

TeXT: John 9: 4: T must work the works of Him that scnt
Me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.”

Serp TaousHTS: (1) As followers of Christ we ave to give
time and effort to save others, * Jesus did net shirk responsi-
bility,” (2) John the Baptist was © sent; 7 Jesus “ wag sent; 7
the diseiples were “gent.” Just so is every believer “sent” fo
give the message today. John 17: 18, (3) We, too, must do
our work “while it is day.” Soon probation, “the day” will
be passed.

SueersTive HzLes: “ The Desive of Ages,” pp. 72, 73; « Tes-
timonies,” Vol. VIII, pp. 14-17.

TrLUSTRATION : God has given to Mis church but one mission
on this earth. Its mission i3 not simply to fecd the sheep, but
to change the goats into sheep — to save the lost souls, This was
the supreme misgion of Jesus; and the misslon of the ehurch is
the same, and is stated in the words, # To seelt and to save that
which was lost.”

T wish to ask you, an officer in thke church, Is your church

" sowing sowls? Arve the members bringing people into the truth?
Arve new faces appearing in the comgregation? If not, the
church is not filling the mission for which it exists; and this
should give you, as an officey in the chureh, grave concern, for
the symptom is alarming.

The chureh i3 the light of the world, and we cannot shuf our-
selves up to ourselves, and meet the mind of God. We must
bring men to Christ, and prepare them for the kingdom of Christ.

Heow can your church become sonl-winning? This can be
done by the members’ putiing forth earnest, persenal efforts
for their relaitves, friends, and neighbors.

The pastor of a Presbyterian ehurck hecame very much ex-
ercizedl becanse there wera mo conversiong in his eburch. One
night he called his elders to meet him in the chureh, and after
prayer he said: . .

“Brethren, I have a proposition to make to you. I wish fo
resign the pastership of this church, becanse I de not believe
God wants me to stay here. I am not having any souls saved.”

“Oh” said one of the deacons, “we are greatly edified]”

“« Bdified for what?” ho asked. “ You have been coming to
me with such soothing compliments as that, and yet I don’t sec
for what you have been edified. Now, brethren, unless God
gives us some gouls here very soom, I am going to resign the
pastorate of this church. And T want to say something to you
alse. You are the elders of this chureh, and I am going to'start
with you. Brother 7 turming to one, “ do you believe that
throngh you a soul was ever savedd®

And the elder yeplied, “ No, pastor.”?

* % Do you?” to another.

“ No, pastor.”

“Do youl™

“ No, pastor; 7 and so all along the line. .

“ Now, brethren,” he said; “ I want to make this proposition
to you,— that unless God gives this chureh souls in the near
future, you will also resign as the elders of it.”

“'We are getting along very well,” they said.

“ No, we are not getting along at alll # : .

Finally they all knelt down and prayed together; and in that.
prayer a covenant was made that they would resign if the Lord
did not give souls in the near future. They went to their
homes. It was Baturday night.

Monday morning, the elder first questioned by the pastor as
to having been ingtrumental in soul-saving, went into his store.
The first man he met was hiz confidential clerk. He took him
into his offiee, shut the door behind him, and said,

« Boh, T have heen a good master to you, haven't 187

“Yes, sir, you have.”’

«Well, Bob, you have been with me for fifteen years. I am

N

an elder in the church that you attend when you go anywhere.
But you are not a Christian, and I know it, and have known
it all the while; yet I have never personally spoken a word
to you about salvation. But, Bob, my soul is on fire now, and
I want us to get down here in this room and give ourselves,
hoth of us, to Christ. T shall give myself to HMim for greater
consecrabion; you give yourself to Him for salvation.’

“ Yes, sir, I shall be only too glad to do it,” and they knelt.
The man was saved. g’

The elder called in another, and another, and another; and
in that one day he led eleven men fo Christ, The next Sunday
over thirty men were received into that church upon profession
of faith, every one of them led to Jesus Christ by an official
in the church who up 10 that time had never saved a soul.

Burely those who are leoking for Jesus to come in a few
short yoars,— looking for the judgments of God teo fall, and
the destruction of the Almighty to come as a whirlwind; lock-
ing for the last plagues to come,— ghould be as earnest and
active in soul-winning as this pastor and his church— @. B.
Thompson.

March 19

Toprc: “ Letting Our Light Shine.” .

Trxr: “ Ag long as T am in the world, I am the light of the
world.,” John 9:5, *

8rzp THoucrTs: “ Christ does not bid His followers strive
to shine. Xe says, ¥ Let your light shine.” If you have re-
ceived the grace of God, the light is in you. Remove the ob-
structions, and the Lord’s glovy will be revealed. The light will
shine forth, to penetrate and dispel the darkmess, You cannot
help shining within the range of your influence.”

SugausTive HELps: “ Christ’s Object Lessons,” pp. 414-421,

Iouusrrarion: A while ago a Beventh-day Adventist family
moved into a rural distriet for the express puipose of doing
what they could to win the people of the neighborhood to God’s
truth for thiz last time. It i8 o section where the people are
religious, but very conservative,

The work on the farm reguired muweh time and hard work,
but this was not allowed to hinder the real purpose of this
missionary family, Tn varions ways the influence ¢of the fam-
ily was extended throughout the neighborhoed, as they minis-
fered tactfully where fhere was sickness, exchanging work, ete.

In the localify there lived a family of considerable influened,
and our brother felt that it would be necessary to win the
favor of this family if the venture was to be suceessful in
winning souls to the message. Learning that this family was
planning some building work during the year, the brother went
to him and suggested that they exchange work, As experienced
workmen were scarce, an arrangement was entered into, and
during the plantmg season the mau helped onr brother with his
farm work. Later on the building project was started, and the
missionary worker went to refurn in labor what the man had
done for him, ,

Ag the work progrsssed, the man began to manifest interest
in the beliefs of his neighborly helper; and as the brother
stayed with the family, there was ample opportunity for Bible
studies. The questions of the family were always amswered
from the Scriptures, and their inferest continued to grow.
Point after point of the message was brought ocut and accepted
a8 the Lord’s representative lived, as well as taught, the fruth
from*day to day.

Ag a result the family was won to the fruth, and the Lerd’s
work has been placed on vantage ground in their locality. The
work is going on, and there is prospect of & goodly harvest of
gouls from the faithful efforts of this one family, who are
endeavoring to “let their light so ghine that others may gee.”

March 26

TreME: “One Talent or Five.”

Texr: Matt, 25 14, 15.

S8rrp TwoveHTs: (1) When Christ returned to heaven, He
not only left Hig ehureh to carry forward the gospel work, but
He provided everything needful to insure success. (2) While
some of “Iis own servants” had as many as five talents, all
of them had at least one. . (3) The Lord holds every heliever
aecountable “ according to his several ability.”

Sugergrive Heres:  Christ’s Object Lessong,” p. 328; ¢ Tes-
timonies,” Vol. IX, p. 265 Id, Vol, VII, . 30, par. 1. '

InrustraTION: The dark history of the world’s night is
studded with bright stars, humble lay workers, both men and .
women, posgessed with a burning passion fo win peonle fo
Chrigt. Dr. A, Mdhen, in “ The Baptism of the Holy Ghost”
recounts the work of a faithful layman, Carpenter by, name,
who won ten thousand people to Christ. Amnother example is
that of John Vassar, who called himself  The Lord’s Shep-
herd Dog.” He won many thousands of souls to Chrigt, "While
engaged in house-to-house distribution of tracts, one day he
ealled at the home of an Irish woman, an ardent Catholic,
Zhe slammed the door in his face, whereupon he zat down on
the doerstep’ and sang, - :

“ Buat drops of grief can me’er repay the debi of love I owe;

Here, Lord, I give myself away; ’tis all that T can do.”

A ghort time after this the woman stood up in an evening
revival serviee, and with sobs told how the “drops of grief”
in the worker’s song had broken hey heart, and she came to find
peace in Chrigt.
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Misgionary Yolunteer
Department

Devotional Meetings for March 1

Popic: The Law of Qod.

Senior
1. Opening Exercizes.
Mission Bulletin Board. '
Reading of the Key Thought.
. Talk and Study: “ Man’s Relation to the Law.”
. Recitation: O That the Lord Would Guide My Ways! 7
. Bible Study: “How Must the Law Be Kept?”
Talk: “ The Result of Ohedience.”
‘Responses.
. Cloging Hxereises,

Junior

. Opening Exercises,

. Repeat the Ten Commandments.
Superintendent’s Talk,

. Special Mugie.

. Symposium,

Drill: “ Texts Wa Should Enow”
Talk: “ A Mirror.”

. Cloging Exercises,

Senior Notes

The Program as a Whole— This is the fifth of the Standard
of Attainment studies on the doctrines. Are they growing in
interest with your society? Remember, however, that you can't
expect these studies or any other studies to be interesting or
profitable or worth while wnless the offiecers, and the program
committee, and those who are chosen to lead out, study ear-
nestly, and put eareful thought and time into the preparation
of the material, Strive for thiz ideal,

1. Opening Bxercises.— You have read often enough, haven’t
you, just what should constitute opeming exercises? Your Iast
month’s GuzerTy referred to this in several places.

£. Mission Bulletin Bogrd.~— Later this month there will be
a program on the Far Bastern field. This is the time to give
interesting incidemts and news items from various parts of
the world and of gpeeial interest in mission study.

4. Key Thought— Elder Meade MacGuire chooses the fol-
lowing from “ The Mount of Blessing,” pages 76, T7:

“ Tt ia the Creator of men, the Giver of the law, who declares
that it is not His purpose to set aside its precepts. Everything
in nature, from the mote in the sunbeam fo the worlds on high,
is under law. And upon chedience to these laws the order
and harmony of the natural world depend. So there are great
principles of rightsousness to control the Yife of all intelligent
beings, and upon conformity to these principles the well-heing
of the universe depends. Before this earth was called into
heing, God’s law existed, Angels are governed by its princi-
pleg, and in order for earth to be in harmony with heaven,
man also must ohey the divine statutes. To man in Bden
Christ made known thie precepts of thie law ¢ when the morning
stars sang together, and all the sows of God shouted for joy.’
The mission of Christ’ on earth was not to destroy the law,
but by ¥Mis grace fo brieg men bask to chediencs to it
precepts.”

£, Talk ond Study: “ Maw's Relation to the Low.”— This
part may partake of & Bible study along with special comment
guggested hy the use of the following texts, For additional
helps, see the special note on helvs, The following texts
¢hossn by Elder MaeGuire will he found mseful:

Rom. 3:23: ANl have sinned,

1 John 3: 4: Sin is the transgression of ths law.

Rom. 3: 20: We would not recognize our sins were they not
pointed out by the law.

Matt. 19: 17: Obediencee is the condition of life,

James 2: 10-12: We sghall be judged by the law,

John 15:5: Wa cannot of ourselvss keep it,
) Matt. 1: 21: Christ saves from sin, or transgression of the
aw.

The following incidont is one among several that may be
uged il} connection with this study:

A tollege boarding club was engaged In a heated diseus-
siop that made the dishwaghers late to aftermoon classes. The
isgue started from that old question, ‘ Iz a lie over justifiable?’

“ Historical arguments were hashed and rehashed. Those
who inelined to legal techmicalities were countered by thoso
who would cite a specific ingtance where it might seem kinder
and not harmful ta avoid telling the whale truth; as for exam-
vle, 2 dving person who asks for the truth and you know that
the truth will only hasten death. But the waiter eame to the
regeue.

“¢Well, T'1l tell you fellows’ he said, ¢ just the same vou
can’t chanee the ten eommandments, and when thev say,  Thou
shalt not lie,” what are you going to do about it%’

00 =1 £ B 9 Do

“A sgtrange silence followed. *The point seemed to haw
scored. The young Y. M. C. A, seeretary was at one of thel
tables. A grin slowly spread over his fasece, Ie hurst out
laughing, and addressing himself to the boy with the white
jacket, asked, ‘®inee when have you read the ten command-
ments, Chet??

“What did he mean?

&. Speciel Music or Recitation— Beeause of lack of apace
due to the extra material given for Missionary Volunteer Con-
secration ‘Week, there iz. nmot recom to give much recitation
material. See the poem by Isaaec Watts, “O That the Lord
Would Guide My Ways! ” If you do not find something appro-
priate, have some special music arranged, which may be the
singing of the Misgionary Volunteer Rally Song or some of
the other speeial gongs advertised in our conferemee papers,

- 6, Bible Study: “ How Must the Law Be Keplt?”— These .
may be handed out in slips, and several may take part, or the
speaker can have them well in mind. It would be better to have
several take part in this program, if possible. Elder MacGuire
suggests these chief texts: : .

John 4: 24: God requires more than mere outward obedience, (

Rom. 7:14; The law is gpiritual. o

Matt. 5:21, 22: Christ illustrates how it i3 to he kept in
spirit. i
pHeb. 8; 10: God writes it In the heart,

Rom. 8: 3, 41 Then through Christ we can keep it.

7. Tallk: * Ths Result of Obedience’— Using the following
texts, develop the thought of the result of obedience to God’s
aw:

i

Pa, 19: 7: It converts the soul.

Ps. 110: 165: It brings great peace.

Rew. 22:14: Tt prepares for heaven.

Is the keeping of His law something that makes life harder,
denies happiness, and means slavery? There are peeple who
do ngt bolieve in any law, They are ealled anarchists, Thay

" believe that the deing away of all law would bring freedom.

Law iz irksome to them. Byt the law ¢f God iz ealled the
“law of liherty.” James E: 25,

D, . B. gays:  An idea prevails in some quarters that liberty
and law are mutnally ineompatible; but in this expressiom,
‘The perfect law of lberty, it iz supgested that they are
quite in aeeord with each other. Tt iz a eommon mistake to
asswme that Wherty means absolution from all restraint, This
was the ervor of the revolutionists of IFrance, who eried,
* Down with law and order and government! ’ and they paid the
penalty in confusion worse confounded. ¢ Go as you please’
is not the badge of a freeman., Will a disregard of the laws
of hygiene set a man free! Nay, it will bind him on a rack
and thrust wim through with flery arrows. Let him apply
it in the provines of his intellectual life, and where will it
land him?% To eall oneself a ¢ freethinker’ hecause one defies
the prescribed rules of thought, is as if a skipper were to
ignore the maritime chart, run up the black flag, and hecoms
a wild rover of the sea.

“ Nor i3 it less disastrous to apply this conception of fres-
dom in the provinee of ethics. He who imsists on living as he
pleases, despite the moralites, is as far as possihle from heing
free, since he is bondslave to the Tusts and passions of his
megner self. Sin hag swept us away from our moorings, so
that we are neither where nor what we ought to be. The lit-
eral mcaning of tho word ¢ transgression’ ig erossing the Ine.
We havs lost cur freedom in crossing the lines of normal life.
Iz a fish free when floundering on the shored Why nott Be-
eange it is ‘ont of its element’ Man In sin is precisely like a
fish out of water. He is out of his element. God mtended
him to move as easily and joyously on his npward course as
a planet in its orbit; and he finds his freedom only in such
perfect obedience to perfect law.”

8. Respomses— For this part you might place upon the
blaekhoard a summary of the ten commandments, as follows:

I. The plaece of God.
IT. The imitation gods.
ITI. Sineerity in the use of God’s name,
1V. The sanctity of God’s day. frelationships.
V. Honor to parsnts, bringing love of God inte human
VI The sanetity of human life. -
< VII. The sanctity of personality.

VIIL The sanctity of my neighbor’s property.

IX. The sanctity of my neighbor’s reputation.
X. The purity of my own motives,

With this bsfore the young people agk the following ques-
tions of variows members for short answers chosen from the
thought developed in each commandment; or the following
questions may be handed out, and your membars ask and
anzwer their own questions. Do not let the responses drag, and
go through this part of your program rapidly.

“1. Doss the world need God today? Ts there discourage-
ment? Have man-made plans gone agley? Whsre can we
find a supreme plan that gives us faith and hope?

; “2. Do men pursue false ideals today? Are they satisfac-
ory ¢

#38. Is the world having its fill of false prophets who take the
name of God in vain? .

“4, Ts a richer goeial life or & more atable citizenship
builded by disrespeet for the SBabbath?
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5. Imagine yourself a parent. Woald you want less from
your children than the fifth eommandment urgesf

« g, Tag anything happened to make murder and war mote
delightful ¢

“7. Do loose relations between the sexes pramise a betler
family life? What sort of world would we have if the family,
ag an institetion in society, wore to disappearf Would you
change the seventh commandment?

“g_ Are you willing to have tho eighth commandment taken
' from the laws of our land?
“9. Do you want others to respect “your honor and your
,standing?
«10, Ts there hope of peace or contentment while your
neighbar is envieus of your house or your reputation or of
anything that you have worked hard to earnt Ls there need
in the world today for teaching and preaching the principle
 that men should not permit their desires to dwell upon those
things whieli they are not willing to win fairly and honesily
deserve?

“ Aftar you have answered these questions, please announce
which of the commandments you would throw out if you were
reconghrueting the code” T, V. W.

Junior Notes

3. The Superintendent’s Tall— In your talk, aim 1o tsach
the spiritus) seope of the law. Tse as a basis of this talk
the material given under the heading, “How Must the Law
Be Kept?” in the Senior Notes. The texts suggested under
the talk, “The Resalt of Obedience,” ecan also fit inko your
talk; make the chillren realize that it is not outward observ-
ance that counts, but a new heart, Link wp this lesson with
the thought that abiding in Christ and He in us means the
true keeping of the law.

5. Symposiwm.— Pass the  following questions out to five
Juniors, snd ask them to answer them, using Bible texts for

roof : .
P @. Did Adam know anything aboui the law of God?

b. When and where wag it given to the Israelites?

e. Did Chrigt do away with the ten commandments?

&. 'Will the law have anything to de with the judgment?

e, Will the law of God be observed in heaven?

Helps for answering these questions cam be found in the
Junior Standard of Abtainment Manual, a little leaflet cost-
ing six cents. The superintendent will be able. to suggest
other sources available from the school library.

6. Drill: “ Tewts We Should Enow?— The superintendent
¢hould make a list of the texts he considers special proof texts.
Place s, st on the board, and have the Juniors look up each
and read it. TErase the texts, Then give the thought iu 2
text, as for ingtanee, “ Where does it say fhat not a jot
nor a tittle shall pags from the law?™ Agk thoge finding the
text to rise. See how many can be on their feet in two minutes,
Or the texts may be given, and sse how many can repeat the
thought.

w. %« 4 Mirpor.’— Just how iy the law a mirror of our lives?
“James 1: 83, 84, Give a Junior the following illustration, and
agk him to draw the lesson from it:

“ When the zealous Brahman looked through a mieroscope
4t the water he wag drinking, and saw the living forms in it,
he smaghed the mieroseope. Just so, many Who find the Jaw
of God comvineing them of sin, try to make themselves believe
that they can sholish the law. The modern theory that God's
law i not binding is the answer the world in sin is making
as the everlagting gospel is lifting up again °the command-
ments of God, and the faith of Jesus’ Rev. 14: 6-12. Tt is the
man who feels the econdemnation of the law who wants fo put
it out of sight. The apostle James likens the law of God
to 2 mirror, into which a man should look continually for cor-
rection of life. What would be thought of & man who smashed
his mirror beeause it revealed a fault in his appearancef '
The Walchman. H. H.

O That the Lord Would Guide My Ways!

O THAT the Tord would guide my ways

 To keep His statutes still!

O that my God would grant me grace
To know and- do Hig will!

O send Thy Spirit down to write
Thy law wpon my heart,

Nor let my tongue indulge deceit,
Nor aet the liar's pavt.

From vanity turn off my eyes,
Let no eorrupt design

Nor caovetaus degire arise
Within this soul of mine.

Order my footsteps by Thy word,
And make my heart szincere;
Let sin have ne dominion, Lord,
But keep my conscience clear,

Make me to walk in Thy eommands,
'Tig a delightful road;
Nor let my head, nor heart, nor hands
Offend against my Gad,
— Isage Watts,

Devotional Meeting for March 8

Senior
Fopio: Thy Wil Be Done with My Money.
. Opening Exercises.
. Mission Bulletin Baard.
. Talk: ¥ The Matter of Investing.”
Falk: ¢ Bpending Money,”
Recitation: “ God Will Understand.”
Talk: “ God and Our Mongy Running Parallel.”
. Responses.
Closing. ’
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Junior
Fopre: Christian Thrift.
. Opening Exercises.
. Bible Reading: Luke 12: 15.21.
. Superintendent’s Talk,
Talk: ¢ Baving fer Jesus”
Reecitation: “ God Will Understand.”
Talk: Praverbs 6: 4.
Reading: “ One Candle,” ~
Sympogium: “ How I Would Use Tt for Christ.”
. Roll Coll: “ The Most Helpful Thought.”
. Close with Song and Prayer.

Senior Notes

The Topic— This program touches what some have called
the "‘_mtmey nerve”  And the mohey nerve is exceedingly :
sensitive. _It is very apt to warn of needed surgery evem as
the nerve in the teath warns of the dentist’s drill. In econ-
nection with a consideration of this topie it would be well to
give some special study to the matter of the society’s offerings.
Are your members doing all that they shonld do? How are
you reaching your goals? How do the young people give in
proportion to their ability in your churcht What is the eon-
dition of the society’s finapcest Does more go out for foolish
pleasures than goes to help forward the work of the Lord?
Make a eongideration of this topie practical and of beneft to
{outrh eh;:rz]g _a:?dt }jmgiety. There is mueh that eould be added
o the material that is given, but wh i
{ie b tha o given, but whatever is added, see that

1 end 2. In plamning for jmur opening and elogin -
cises, do not forget your oﬂ’eringsp thisg time, whefl ey}fﬁfr
program touches the subjeet of thrift and stewardghip,

38, Tolle: # Th.e Matier of Inwvesting”— Money is to be
regarded as a gift intrusted to us of God to do His work, to
build uwp His kingdom, and the youth should learn to vestriet
their desires. . . . Those whom God has endowed with ability
to aequire means are under obligation to Him to wse that
means, through heaven’s imparted wisdom, to IHis name’s
glory."—* Testimonies,” Vol. VI, pp. 514, 515,

Remember that monhey is concenirated personality as well
as eoneentrated energy. It is you, yourself, in expression —
the image of your desires, ideals, and character. Spending
and investing money is the depariment of life where many a
character is either ruined or developed into strength. Show
the conirast betyveen Absalom and Solomon, and the widow
flvc?t% gq.:;? herfmlﬁe. igsus jgg[am»:a money a large place in the

rmiming of character. ost peo ive i i
th?ghtful Pl M peopla give it far too little
A man called the other day and said, I have a fine propo-
gition to offer you” He procesded {o tell of a Won%e%%&l
business that was founded om good, conservative prineiples
and wa]ﬂd. bring large returns to any ome who would invest’
money in it. He then agked me fo recommend him to some
church , members, whom he might see and interest in the
enferprise,

“ No,” I answered, “ I wouldn’t think of doing that.”

“Well, but this is sure. They absolutely cgn.not losc their
money,” he replied. :

“ It may be sure ag business; but even a2 good business may

R S

—

\fafl”? .

‘We should be careful where we put our money. Tt is easter
to loge than to earn. Also there is mo investment of money as
sure of returns as the money you put in souls.

A man I ¥now has made it his prineipal business to help
dese‘rvmg young people. He invests his money in people instend.
of in business for money dividends. Count up the money
that you invest for your own sake, and the money you invest
for the Liord, Are you ashamed of the proportion? If the
pocketbook ig not converted, them the man who owns the
pockethook is not wholly eonverted either. A minister once
gaid that he thought it would be a fine thing to insist that
those who were baptized have their pocketbooks with them
that they 1_111ght be baptized with them. We invest money ix;
offerings, in the work of the church, we return to the Lord
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Hig own in our tithes, “ Honor the Lord with thy substance,
and with the first fruits of all thine inerease.” Prov. 3:9,

“It is God who gives men power to get wealth, and He has
ordained this ability shall be rewarded not asz a means of
gratifying self, but as a means of returning to God His own.
. . . Money is to be earned by labor, Every youth should be
educated in habits of industry. Wealth will prove a blesging
great to its possessor if he realizes that it is mot his own,
but the Lord’s, to be reeeived with thankfulness, and with
thankfulness to be returned to the Giver,— Unpublished Tes-
timony.

4, Tywws: “« Spending Money— We hear much about how
money is spent in the United States for iee cream, for eigars,
for face powder, for luxuries of all kinds. We hear that more
is spent for chewing gum than for missions; but the great
question for you and me is this, “ How mueh do I spend for
these things$” “Do I spend morve for chewing gum than
I do for Christ?” Do I spend more for cosmetics or lee
gream than I do for His work?” :

There are those who spend and spend and spend, but only
for themselves. What they save, they save with the hope of
some day spending it on themselves. 'The money you spend
for mere pieasure nets you very lttle real satisfactiom. The
money you spend in God's eause will keep coming back o you,
saying:

% Yg;m remember the money you spent on missions years ago?
You don’t rememher? Wefl, I know, anyway. That money
was spent to send Mr, So-and-8o to sueh and such a village,
and he led a man to Christ; and be started a church, and
2 woman Wwas converted there who was the means of my grand-
father’s conversion, and so my parents became Christians, and
T wag sent to a Christian school; and I have given fifty years
to telling others, and they are now telling others, beeause you
spent some of your money on missions.” Thig is what I
expect will happen many times in heaven, this surprise at
what God has done with money spent for Him. .

5. Reoitation: “ God Will Understand”-—— Thig Is given
-«€lsewhere,

8. Talls: ¥ God and Ouwr Money Running Parallel”’— Money
is a wonderful thing after all, There are so many things we
can do with money. Because it is-s0 wonderful and powerful
a thing, many a person iy wrecked beeause he does not know
what to do with it.

Money is like dynamite. Dynamite is a fine thing when
used by skilful, good hands for beneficent purposes. Without
. dynamite, what in the world would we do in our modern
building enterprizss? But in the hands of evil men dynamite
is a curse.

Money is like education. Education is a powerful thing.
An educated man who is good is far move powerful than an
uneduecated man-of equal talent who iz good. But an edu-
cated bad man is worse than an ignorant bad man, Hvery-
thing is good and bad in its possibilities. We must learn how
to uge mouney, or it will destroy ws and others,

“Thy will be done with my money.” Did you ever think
of money in this way? How very often our money erosses
God’s willl The man who spends hiz money for evil amuse-
menty, in dissipation, causes his money to ecross God's will,
and crucifies himself on that cross. Buppose we should all
get the streams of money running along parallel with' the
will of God. TImagine what the result would be. We need
to remember that we are brethren, and make our own maoney
run parallel with God’s will all the time, .

Suppose young people should take their money a8 they re-
ceive it, and pray earnestly, ¢ Lord, bless this money, and help
me to make if run parallel with Thy will.” Then suppose you
ghould lay aside the first one tenth, the tithe, prayerfwlly and
thankfully, thinking of the missions of good this money will
go on, to support the chureh you love; ta send your minister
into homes that have not the Christ you have learned to know
throngh the chureh; to sgend missionaries to do for other
lands what missionaries in other days did to give us Christ,
Then suppose, with the remainder of your money before you,
you should again pray, “ Father, all this belongs to Thee, for
without Thee T would not have the braing or strength to
earn it; thevefore T thank Thee for this money, and now I
want Thy help in the right uwse of it. Help me to pay all my
debte; help me to save some, that T mayv not bo dependent
on others in ease of sickness or old age; help me to spend what
T ean gpatre in such a way that it may meet with Thine approval
fully and surely; help me to remember all the branches of
Thy work. O Lord, hear my earnest prayer, that all my
money may Tun exgetly parallel with Thy will, for Jesun’ sake.
Amen .

Suppose we shonld do thiz with our money. Will you fry it
for six months, or three months even? 'What do you suppose
would be the result? Wounld there be amy changes in your
giving, your saving, your spending, youwr paying$ If a man
cannot e honest in the unrighteous mammaon, i, e., the money
of Hfe, who will trust to him the true riches?

7. Responges~— For this part of your program -see the
following texts that may be vsed: Ps. 24:1; 2 Cor. 8:5;
Mal. 3: 8; Luke 12: 15,

8. Closing Emercises. Additional help will be found in al-
most all of our books by Mrs. White, and In many numbers

!
of the Review and Herald. In closing do not forget the collec-
tion and the presenting (if planned for) of something definite
in the goals and finanecial work of the soeiefy. U V. W.

Junior Notes

The Program.— The purpose of this program is to define
and teach the value of true thrift. Boys and gihls, though
possessing little, should Jearn to use it wisely., Thrift includes
the right spending of time and stremgth as well as money..
It recognizes the Giver of all in our service to our fellow|
men as well as to Him. This lesson can be made very praec-
tieal for Juniors, and also serve as a means of fixing true
value in their minde, Agk each Junior te jot down the thought
of the program which he congiders most helpful, and eall for
these at the close of the meeting,

3. Superintendend’s Talk.— The following paragraphs shouid
not he considered as a complete falk, but merely as a thought
 provoker,”

There are people who are rich poor, They may. be poor in
this world’s goods, but they are laying up treasure in heaven.
They give of what they have, and their lives radiate love to
their fellow men. They are happy in knowing that “life is
more than meat, and the body is more than raiment’ Luke
12: 23, (See also verss 15.)

Then there are the poor rich. Luxuries are theirs. Money
buys homage, but hever genuine love or even friendship; nor
does money ever satisfy the soul. They may hoard their gold,
spend their time in seeking to please self, but they arve
poor rich. .

And the poor poor are no better off. Every thought is bent
upon seeking to better self, They have no time to lend a help-
ing hand, they have no means to give, hecause their souls ave
poor ag well as their purses, If is very possible for a poor man
to be as miserly as a vich one,

Lagt, there are those who aroe rich rieh. Blest with abun-
dant means, they hold it all as stewards for the Master, Ever
ready to give of melf, their money is but a meaus to a worthy
end, They find their real joy in Christian service,

A great deal depends upon the point of view which the
following aneedote 1llustrates:

“ One of the hest anecdotes illustrating the danger of money
ig the story oq the little ¢hild who put his hand into a very
valuable vase, and them could not pell it out again., The
family all eame fo help, and did their best, but in vain; the
hand stuck in the vase, and it seemed neecessary to break it,
At lagt the father made one more trial. < Straighten out your
fingers, like this,” he sald, ‘and then pull’ ¢But I can’t put
my fingers like that,’ sobbed tha little boy; ¢if I did, I should
drop my penny.’” He had been holding on to his penny all the
timel Ifow like us older folks, who think we are getting a
grip on a fortune, but instead it hag heen getting a grip on us,
and at last holds ug imprizoned.”

“We are put into this world, not o make a living, but to
make a life.”

“The only positively safe bank is the bank of heaven.”
Luke 12: 34, .

“Dafly, hourly, loving and giving,
In the poorest life makes heavenly living.”

Juniors may not have money, but they do have time, strength,
youtk, and usually abounding health. Heonomy and caveful
spending of these is just as truly fulfilling the admonition
of “laying up treasure in heaven,” as is the giving of means.
Close your talk with practieal suggestions as to how to use
what the Master hay given the boys and girls before you.

4, Tallz: * Saving for Jesus— Give this to an older Junior.
Tell the story of the feeding of the five thousand, how a youug
boy simply gave what he had, how Jesus multiplied it, so that
it fed every man, woman, and child in that great throng.
Then mention the fact that Jesus kad all the fragments gath-
ered up. He wished nothing wasted. But Jesus wants us to
save go that we may give. The misor has no place iu the king-
dom. Tlustrate this point by the parable of the talents.
Matt, 25:14-24. This priveiple applies to other things be-
sides money. Make a list of things we are to save for the
sake of using them for the Master. * Christ’s Objeet Lessons,™
pages 327-353, givey such a list, and comments on each. Men-
tion the talents God expects us to hoard for Him. Then enlarge
on one or two of them, bringing out the points mentioned in
the hook. Choose those that touch your life and the lives of
the Juniors around you, most clogely.

& Tallt: Proverbs 6:6.—The Junior giving this ghould
read the text, and then tell how the ant plans for the future,
using all its time and strength in eareful industry, Your
gehool library surely holds some book whieh degeribes the
life of an ant, RBsad about if, and ftell those points which
will illustrate the lesson of today, Tor instance, the care-
fully planned house, the storeroom with its contents, the
nursery and the cdve of the baby ants, the way they ecarry
Rasigt and build thelr ant hills— all are examples of real

rift, :

7. Beading: *One Candle,”—‘We shall not got much here,’
whispered a lady to her eompanion, ag John Williams blew out
one of the two eandles by whose light he had heen writing,
when they asked him fo give te a worthy cause., He fistoned



to their story, and gave one hundred dollars. * Mr. Williams,
I am very agreeably surprised) said the Iady quoted; ‘T did
not expect you would give amything! The old Quaker asgked
‘the veagon for her opinion, and when told, said, ¢ That, ladies,

is the reason I amd able to let you have the hundred dollars.
It is hy practising economy that I save money with which to
do charitable actions. Oue candle is enough to talk by

# Another instance: An old gentleman, upon being asked how
he happened always to have money for offerings, remarked,
‘I do not happen to have money; no poor man does. I plan
for my offerings just the same as I 'do for my house rent,
elothing, or food.’ .

“These instaneés will serve to remind us again, that we
shouwld not simply give the Lord our leavings after we have
beer bountifully suppHed, but that we should plan just as
definitely for our gifis to missions as we do for our personal

neads —Adapled,

8. Symposium: < How I Would Use It for Christ”— The
program commities might make out a number of cheeks to
hand to several Junmiers, asking each to write a story of how
the gheck may be cashed and used. The following iz an
example of such:

BANK OF HEAVEN
Pay to the Order of
Mary Jones

1 howr

For the Master's Use

The Great Giver

Another may bear good health, another five dollars, another
ability to sing, ete, H. H.

God Will Understand

Taey brought their flowers to the altar,
Blogsoms of white and red;
Li}ies and viclets and roses,
The sweetest of perfume shed;
And none of the rich and mighty,
Who lavished their gifts that day,
Took hesd of a child among them,
Who timidly pressed her way.

She crept up close to the altar,

And there, 'neath a lily’s erown,
With tender, reverent fingers,

She laid her offering down,
And said with a leving aceent,

A3 the flower dropped from her hand,

“Tt is only 2 little daisy,
But God will understand.”

Sweet, childish faith! O, feach us
Our little best to give,
Though the works of others are greater
Than. ‘the humble life we live;
And to offer our grateful service
Forever with loving hand,
Safe in the blessed assuranee
That God will understand!
— Belected.

—in

Devotional Meeting for March 15

Senior

Topic: The Gift of Righieousness,
’ . Opening Exercises,

. Mission Bulletin Board.

Seripture: “ Eey Thought.”

Stady: “ Salvation Through Christ Is a Gift.”
Reading: “ Have You Taken It%”

. Recitation: “ And So I Dare.”

. Responses.

Closing Bxercises,

B~ YU o

Junior

Topio: The Great Gift.

1. Opening Exercises,

2, Seripture: Repeat Psalm 23.
. Superintendent’s Talk: ¢ The Great Gift.”
Talk: “ How Luther Recsived the Gify.”
. Recitation: ¢ All Needs Met.”
Reading: “ Have You Taken Tt%”
. Roll Call: ““ My Promise.”
, Closing BExerciges.

Senior Notes

M0 W

The Program.— As you doubtless know, March 15 is also
Missionary Volunteer Day. This is the day when church
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elders, ministers, parents, and all conference workers and
lay members give special consideration and study to the needs
of the young people. As you have observed, this issue of the
GazeErE is a double number, c¢ontaining material for this
Missionary Volunteer Day and for Uonsecration 'Week that
follows. [t is fitting that the young people’s program should
be on sueh a definite and essential topic as the gift of right- -
cousness, which is salvation by faith,

Consecration Week.— Asg leaders you will wish to do all in
your power to make the coming woek of congecration a suc-
cesg —a true success, You will degire to work with church
elders, with your pastor and others, to see that the attend-
ance is maintained and that some personal work is done for
those who most need it. Above all, pray earnestly that fhe

_8pirit of the Lord may work mightily with the young people,

to lift them up to a beftter aud richer and more satisfying
Christian expérishee. Ag leaders and workers, read carefully
all, the material that is addressed t¢ young people in the
special material given elsewhere,

1. Opening Exercises— Glive special care to see that these
are in harmony with the purpose and design of your serviee,

2. Mission Bulletin Boord.~ The items chosen for this meet-
ing (about ten minutes’ time) may bear on the missionary’s
faith in going forward under the most adverse conditions,
(Bes files of the Review and union conference papers and our
mission books.) Make this a real point to this number of the
program.

8, Beripture: “ Hey Thought/”— Read Psalms 116: 13 and
Jokn 6:47. The key thought, as chosen by Elder Meade Mac-
Guire, is from “ The Desire of Ages,” page 385

“For the mement the interest of the heavers wag awakened.
They exclaimed, ¢ What shall we do, that we might work the
works of God?’ They had been performing many and bur-
densome works in order to recommend themselves to God; and
they were ready to hear of any new observance by which they
could securc greater merit. Their gquestion meani, What shall
we {do that we may deserve heavem? What s the price we ave
required to pay in oxder to obtain the life to come?

“¢Josug answered and said unto them, This is the work of
God, that ye belisve en Him whom He hath gent” The price
of heaven is Jesus, The way to heaven is through faith in
¢ the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.””

4. Study: “ Solvation Through Christ Is ¢ Gift"— As out-
lined by Elder MacGuire, there is material here of great im-
portance. Lt there be a study of the texts. Or if you feel
very sure that your members know the texts well, there may
be a short dxill upon them and their significance. But let the
one who leads out in- this study thoroughly understand the
material and the topic. For a historical illustration as a back-
ground, the story of Lather's acceptance of thig great truth
can be tpld. It is found in *The Great Controversy,” pages
120-144. Be certain that your memhers appreciate just what
salvation through Christ is. A blackboard can well be used
to advantage, Announce that all members are sxpected to
follow with their Bibles as closely as possible. However, do
not let the study drag.

Matt, 1:21: Jesus saves from sin,

Jobu 3: 16: He is God’s gift to the world,

Eph. 2: 8, 9: The gift is received by faith.

John 1:12: Receiving Him makes us God’s children,

Eph, 1:3: Al that is necessary for our salvation is em-
braced in the gift of Christ.

Acts 5: 31: Through Him we have repentance and forgive-
ness by faith.

Rom. 5: 1: Through Him we are justified by faith,

Phil. 3: 9: Through Him we have righteousness by faith.

John 15:4, 5: 'We must abide in Christ,

Bph, 3: 17: He must abide in us.

(Gal. 3: 26: Thus we are children of God.

5. Reading: “ Hewve You Taken It!”— This story should
help your members to a better understanding of the study just
preceding.

“ 'Whosoever will, let him take the water of Iife freely.”
Rev. 22: 17,

“ A lady who had heen for months very anxious ahout her
soul, met her minister one afternvon, who asked her if
she had got the great guestion settled, and knew that her
ging were forgiven,

¢ Not yet, she replied. ‘I have been reading my Bible and
praying a good deal, but I cannot find any eomfort.’

% The minister sald how sorry he was, and tried to explain
again to her how salvation was a free gift, being offersd by
God; that all she had to do was to take this gift and be
thankful,

“But the lady only shook her head, and said she could
not understand i.

““When %t was five o’clock, the lady asked her minister to
come in to tea with her, which he did, hoping to have further
conversation upon the way of Iife,

“'The servant was dismissed, the blegsing of God asked on
the meal, and ihe lady, pouring out a cup of iea, handed it
to the minister. Instead of taking it, he said, ‘ Will you
please give'me & cup of tea?’ '

“¢Will you take this?® said the lady, still holding out the
cup.
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“¢T wish you would give me & cup of tea,” he replied.

#¢1 have poured this out on purpose for you,’ answered the
lady.

€10 do, I beseech you, give me a cup of tea,” said the min-
ister, falling down on his knees.

“The lady was quite startled by her minister’s strange eon-
duet, and rose from her chair, fearing that his mind was
giving way. I think ghe’would have rung the bell for the
servant, had he not reassured her by saying, ‘It is all right,
I am only trying to teach you a lesson, You thought it
very strange because I did not take the cup of tea, but kept
on asking for it; and that is just how you have been treating
God all this time. You have been begging and entreating Him
to give you pardon and salvation, when all the time He has
bean holding out to you, in His Word, the gift of eternal life,
saying, ‘ Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.’
Rav. 22:17.

“‘The Spirit of God applied this {ruth to the lady’ soul,
and she at once received Jesus, kneeling down and thanking
God for this great salvation,

“( that every reader of this incident would ery out, with
the psalmist, ¢ I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon
the name of the Lord. Ps, 116: 123.

“The Lord Jesus says, ¢ Verily, verily [or, truly, truly],
I say unto you, He that believeth on Me hath everlasting life.
John 6: 47.7— Jesiah-Spiers.

6. Reoitation: “ And So I Dare?— This touches the [aith
of the ene who wholly trusts in God. The poem is found
elsewhera,

7. Besponses.— This is ona of the most important parts of
-this program.- Fneourage the members to give a word from
their own personal experience in trusting and taking God at
His word. The thought brought out in the early study may
be referred to, if desired. As far as possibie urge that the
thoughts expressed be those of the heart and the mind. There
follows some thoughts that may be used by way of suggestions

- to those who find 3t more diffieult to take part in this number,
Thege should be clipped and handed out hefore the meating
begins. If not used in this way, they may be used as soures
material. .

#. ““ The faith that wing iz that which turns obstacles into
helps. As long as the slectric eurrent flows unhindered through

. the wire, it is not effective. But when it is interrupted, it
becomes evident in useful light and heat. Taith that leaps
across the hindrance is fransformed into power.” —- Sunday
School Times.

b, “He that will belleve only what he ean fully compre-
Gend must have a very long head or 'z very short ereed.’” -~
Colton.

#Tt was the eustom in olden times for the poor in the parish
to eall at every house, with bowls, for provisions; and whatever
gize the bowl was, every generous person wouid fill it, Faith
is our bowl, If we have only ‘little faith,’ we shall get that
filled; but if we have fpgreat faith, we shall have that filled
alsg. Great faith gets hold of God's treasure,” — Spurgeen.

o, “ A woman who was showing a masgive pleee of family
gilver, apologized as she took it from the cupboard. ¢Dread-

" fully tarnished!’ she said; ¢TI ean’t keep it bright unless T use
ity That is just as true of faith as it is of silver. . Tucked
away in the cloget of the soul and only brought out for show,
it needs apology. You ean’t keep faith bright unless you use

it? — Selected. .

d. “T onee unoticed a little girl feeding some chickens., A
number fluttered around her, but one had settled on her wrist
and was getling his supply of food direet from the basin she
wag holding in her hand. Of course, that chicken got most of
all by reason of its faith in the good will of the child, eombined
with boldness. Let usg trust God with mind and heart, and
come boldly to the throne of grace—Selected.

e. “How 1s it that ome man could aceompiish so much?”
was asked of a veteran missionary whose work had challenged
the attention of the world. ‘T believe God,’ was the aimple
angwer. Great faith in a great God — what ean stand before
it§ ?» —Selected.

f. “God testa faith, not by a balance, but by = maguet; it is
not the quantity, but the quality of it that He valves.”—
Macdonald. '

8. Closing Bwercises——Choose some appropriate hymmn, sueh
ag 712, 490, 664, 108, 723, 219, in “ Christ in Song.”

Source Matter— Your Standard of Attainment Manual will
be found very helpful, as will the writings of Mrs. "White,
There i no laek of material on the subject of the breadth of
this one. Yeur problem will be in the wise selection of it. The
follgwing texts may help:

. Faith: Tuke 17:5; 18: 8; Rom. 10: 17; Heb. 11: 1; James

117,

Have- faith: Mark 11: 22; Tuke 8: 50; Eph, 6:16; Heb,
10: 22; Heb. 11: 6; James 1: 6.

Palth justifies: Rom. 4:3; 5:1; Gal. 3:6.

o Fzsstith brings blessing: Matt. 8:13; 9:29; 17:20; Mark

Examples of Faith: Gen. 15: 6; 22: 8; Joshna 14: 12; Dan,
3:17; Matt. 8:2, 10,

These may be used if desired at the time of your ¥ Response”

U. v. W,

Junior Notes

Superintendent’s Pall— Make this a simple, conneeted Bible
study on the “ Gift of Salvation.” Tt is so natural for the
human heart to vy fo work a way into heaven that studies such
as this are ospeeially helpful. SBometimes Juniors grasp the
truth of righteousness by faith even more quiekly than adults.
Use the text given in the Senior Notes under the heading, “ Sal-
vation Through Christ Tg a Gift.” Make the line of theught
very elear. It ig a trulh Juniors must make their own if they
are {o live a life of victory,

Talk: “ How Luther Redgived the GiftS/’—The Junmior giv-
ing thiz talk should read ecarefuily the chapter, “ A Visit to
Rome,” in # Martin of Mansfeld.” Thig book has been in the
Junior Reading Course, and iz probably in most ehurch and
school libraries. Make the story your own, and then tell it,
emphasizing the part that pictures Luther as he tried to gain
peace by visiting shrines, and then tell how the glorious truth
dawned on him.

Recitation: “ ANl Needs Met”— Have the following well
memorized ;

All Needs Met

“ Graee that naver can be told
Flows for Jesus' sako;
No good thing does Ie withhold,
Have we faith to take,
Rise, my soul, bagin to live,
Free to ask as He to give.
Why so poor?
A boundless stora
‘Waits the asking;-— want no more?

—J. H. Sammis.

Reading: “ Have You Taken It?”— Sos material in Senior
Notes under the same title.

Roll Call: “ My Promise’— This is a good time for the
Juniors te tell of ihoge promises which have meant most to them.
Ask if any have fried out one, and if so, to read it. Such prom-
iges as Matthew 7:7; Luke 12:31; and Philippians 4:19
have offen been put to the test by children in need. It might
be wall to ask the ehildren the week before t0 bring a tried
promige $o the next Missionary Voluntesr meeting, so that they
ean think about it during the weck. H, A,

And So I Dare

“ And g0 I dare not agk to pray
For winds te waft me on my way,
But leave it to a higher will
To stay or speed me, trusting still
That all ig well, and sure that He
Who lammched my bark will sail with me
Through storm and calm, and will not fail,
‘Whatever breezes may prevail, .
To land me, every peril past,
‘Within His sheltering haven at last.
Then, whatsoever wind doth biow,
My heart iz glad to have it so;
And blow it east or blow it west,
The wind that blows, that wind.is best.”

Devotional Meeting for March 22

Topia: Providences and Necds in the For Bast.
Senior

1, Misgionary Song Servica,

2. Rally Song,

3, Prayer Seasom,

4, Map Study. .

5. Reading or Talk: “ The Missionary Field”
6. Becitation: “ All for Jesus,” .

7. Bymposium: # Modern Providences and Needs:”
. The Japanese Harthquake, .
. The Faithful Beliaver.

. In Peril of Robbers.

. Revolutiongry Poril,

, With Titerature.

. Tn Terils of Waters.

. Bhort Talk: # Our Goal and Our Duty.”

. Offering.

. Cloging Song and Prayor.

R ST R
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Junior

. SBong Serviee.

. Opening Exercises,

Season of Prayer. !
Talk: “Faets About Japan.”

Talk: “ God’s Providenees in Japan.”

Recitation: ¢ All for Jesus.”

Readings: “ Providenees in Other Lands.”

. Superintendent’s Talk: “ True Misslonaries.” '
Talk “Our Part.” ' ?
. Closing Song and Prayer. !
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Senior Notes

The Quarterly Missions Progrom.— Fox this year it was
‘thought best to have s full mission program onee every quarter
rather than onee a month, and to have each week a few min-
utes given to items of intevest from mission felds. This is the
first program on the Far Bast in 1924. The outline is subjeet
to the addition of other items that you may have collected from
miggion fields in the Oxient, Dox’t hesitate to add to the mate-
rial given that which would fit into the plan. Remember that
for this year our eyes will be foeused on the Far Hastern
Division of the General Conference, Appoint a commitfee to
gather items and to write letters and to clip from our peried-
feals all interesting material possible hearing on this fleld. Note
the workers over there, who they are, and what they are doing.
Note the schools and publishing houses and sanitariums opera-
ting there. Have a big map— the Review and Herald pub-
HMghes & cloth missionary map of the world, showing the mission
stations of Seventh-day Advantists, for $4. Or draw an out-
line of one of the countries in the Far East, and mark thereon
the various mission stations, and collect the data that have to
"do with the stations. Remember the political and geographical
difficulties and the needs of the field. Your qmarterly mission
study may be the brightest and best of all, if you will work
intelligently to gather and present material. .

Advertise— You can make attractive posters and signs, tell-
ing of your mission programs, For ingtance, fhis meeting will
lend itself to that purpose. Olippings’ of views or headings
dealing with the Japanese earthquake, or having te do with
dangers to life, along with your amnouncement, will work out
well, Get your artistic members to help you, and even though
you do not have those who are really experienced and talented
artists, make announcements, and do not worry bui t}lat they
will be read. Theve may be some printers in your soetely who
can help you out. ILook over the field, and do effective
publicity work, )

1. Missionary Song Sevvice— Look through your song book,
and choose those hymna that have a distinet misgionary bear-
mg.

2. Bally Song— Have you copies of the Rally Song? You
can get them at 75 cents a hundred copies from your tract
society. This Rally Song sheet has two songs upon i, Hvery
society should he well supplied with these songs.

3. Prayer Season.— You should take time to have several
short prayers, calling upon a number, pexhaps, or speaking to
them beforehand. If fhis is unnecessary, and your members
are always prompt, then anmnounce that there will be time for
several to offer prayer. ) .

4. Map Study— See tha fivst note regarding the cloth denomi-
national mission map. The Missionary Volunteer Department
also issues outline maps of the various countries, A set of these
costs but 75 cents, but you will be obliged to mark on the
maps the cities and stations and places, This should be stimu-
lating for your society. In this study, point out the places
mentioned in the various parts, so that all will apprectate some-
thing of their relationship to the couniry. .

5. Reading or Talle: “The Missionary Field.”— Before
giving this from the material that follows, written by H. J.
Urguhart, ask, Who is this migsionary? In what field does he
laborf What Missionary Volunteer mission book has he writ-
ten? This material is here given beeause it indicates something
of our thought, and is fundamental to a full conceplion of
missionary work, It follows: .

“ The missionary field is as broad as the world, and as deep
a8 the needs of winful humanity; as hroad as love, and deep as
the vilest haunts of sin, ]
from pole to pole; no land is so remote, no tribe se degraded,
a8 to he heyond its mpheve. Thus well did Jesus say, ‘ The
field is the world.)

“ (jomprehending' the field in this light, it spreads out hefore
us with vast possibilities. It glows ag did the plain of Jordan
anciently, which was ‘as the garden of the Lord) And it is
waiting only appropriate care to produece human plants that
will outrival thé most heautiful blossoms of earth, snd that
will bloom to all eternity. ‘ ]

# The need of this great world field demands the propagation
of various lines of work, the evangelical, educational, medical,
and publishing departments being some of the greater divisions
of this responsibility. And againm, this field is divided into
.diffarent land arveas and race aveas and language areas. Yet
the Lord of the field is one, and the world field is as truly one,
apd the various depariments of the field’s activity constitute
but one great, united work, the atm of which is to sow the
seeds of truth in the world fleld, that therefrom may be gathered
fruit anto everlasting life in the kingdem of God. )

“ (oncerning this subjeet, we have been given the following
instruetion: ' .

«¢ (lod's servants are to labor in places nigh and afar ?ﬁ‘,
enlarging the cultivated portions of the vineyard, and going
to the regioms beyond., They are to work while the day lasts;
for the night cometh, in which no man ean work. Sinners are
to be pointed to a Saviour wuplifted on the erogs, and from
many voices it to be heard the invitation, “Behold the Lamb
of God, which taketh away the sin of the world” Churches
are to be organized, and plans laid for the work to be dons by

It encireles the globe; it reaches’

the memhers of the newly organized churches, As workers go
forth filled with zeal, and with the love of God, the churches at
home will he revived; for the suceess 0f the workers will he
vegarded as a suhjeet of] deop personal coneern hy every mem-
her of the ckurch, . . .

“ ¢ The solemmn, saered message of warning must be proclaimed
in the most difienl} fields and in the most sinful cities, in every
place where the light of the great threefold gospel message has
not yet dawned. Tvery one is to hear the last call te the mar-
riage supper of thé Lamb. From town to town, from city to
city, from countyy to country, the message of present truth is
to be proclaimed, not with outward display, but in the power
of the 8pirit. As the divine principles that our Saviour came to
this world to set forth in word and life, are presented in the
simplieity of the gospel, the power of the message will make
itsotf felt. Tn this age, a néw life, ecoming from the Souree
of all life, is to take possession of every laborer. O, how little
do we comprehend the breadth of our missiont! We need a faith
that is earnest and determined, and a eourage that is unshaken.
Our time for work is short, and we are to labor with unflag-
ging zéal.'—¢ Qospel Workers, pp. £5-27.

“To ‘labor with unflagging zeal’ demands work, work, work;
Yot we should remember how Jesus worked in the world field,
remember His gentle touches, how He threw His mantle of love
over sinful, repentant humanity, how He nourished the field,
how He watered it with His tears, aye, and with His blood.
Thus we are not to be surprized or dismayed if the world field
makes heavy demands upon us. For through it all we can be
assured of this, that it will never demand more of us than it
did of Jesus, nor can we give more than He gave.

“ Today we look ouf upon this graat world field, and behold
it ready for the harvest ovexripe. A few more days of toil, of
tears, and of prayers, and the harvest will be gathered in, and
we have the assurance that human sheaves will be hrought from
every land area and from overy race area of the great world
field. TFor they shall be brought from the east and gathered from
the west, the north shall give them up, and the south shall not
hold them back. And they shall ¢ come with singing unto Zion;
and everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they ghall obtain
gladuess and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.’

“ With this glory there abiding,
Ever nearer, nsarer drawn,
Let ws hasten with the harvest,—
Hasten toward the gates of dawn,
‘Where our hopes will meet fruition,
With all tears and heartaches gone;
‘Where the night throws back her curtains
At the golden gates of dawn,” .

8. Recitatton: “ All for Jesuws.”— This will be found else-
where in this issue of the GAZETTE.

7. Symposium: “ Modern Providences ond Needs” — The
purpose of this topie iz to emphasize how God cares for His
servants who are enduring hardness and are sacrificing for His
work. Along with the providential eare, there iz always the
great meed expressed of more men, move money, Which may
inelude better equipment, better living quarters, better health,
and se forth. In some of the instances cited these ave men-
tioned, in others ask your members to note the needs unex-
pressed, with the thomght of what they should do to fill them.
The following is by Andrew N, Nelson:

a. The Japonese Barthguake—" Just as T made the last turn
in the road, I saw through the beautiful trees an ugly twist in
the publishing house, and, a second later, sprawled on the lawn,
the entire two-story office portion of the plantl” The vest of the
building hung threateningly, with hideous gashes in the wally,

“ And what news! Presently around a broken corner of the
building, came my first informant. <How is every ome?’ I
asked quickly. Then eame the happy amswer, ‘ They are all
well.’ My heart uttered a prayer of thanksgiving as I heard
the sirangest tale of providential deliverances that has come
to my attention.

¢“In the first place, the rickety old church had not fallen!
It being Sabhath, practically every one was at ehurch, and
not a soul was in the publishing house when it collapsed. The
publishing house faced the church, and fell toward it; but the
quake, occurring at 11: 59 A, M. knocked the building. down
Just in time for the danger to be over before the audience had,
a8 was usual, stepped out fo congregate in the space beiween
the two buildings. They were singing the last song when that
historie shock eame. The floor jumped up and down, and fright-
ened all into a hasty exodws. The only casunalty was the break-
ing of a leg of a little Japanese girl by the falling aver of =
ehurch seat. Those first out of the ehurch saw the bursting of
the publishing house walls and the sudden erash of the plant
upon which 14,000 yen had just been spent in emlarging it to

- meet the demands of a growing work.

““ The quake, ocourring at noomn, turned thousands of dinmner
fires in the eifies to agents of destruction, but it heing the
Babbath and church time, there was but one fire on our com-
pound, and it was put out either by falling canned fruit or by
the splaghing of water caused by the quake itself. The first
shock had hroken the water pipe off at the pump, so the com-
pound was without five protection, and ome little blaze would
have caused the destruction of the entire headquarters.
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# At the time of that noon shoek one of our families was up-
stairs with the bahy, and alibough beds spun arcund, sewing
magehines toppled over, and ehiffoniers fell down, and plaster
eame off in sheets, and although they were being knoeked back
and forth across the stairway where they were standing, T,he
people eseaped with nothing more serious than bleeding
knuekles. .

“ One sister rushed out the back door, and ran along the side
of the house to the front lawn. Just after she had passed, the
heavy fireplace ehimney of the nexi house came cerashing down
hehind her. The cight-foot tops of the rear ehimneys on the
four houses with cne aceord dived through the roofs and floors
of the servants’ quarters, but not a soul was in any of them.

“ Sister Armsfrong’s baby was taking her morning nap in
her buggy in front of the fireplace in the living-room, but
happened to awake just after Sabbath school, and was taken
to church. After the quake, Brother Armstrong entered ths
house, and found the briek fireplace fallen and strewn about the
room, with the baby buggy beneath the mass of bricks.

“ Tt was very unusual, but thig fime no one went down to the
wharf to see Elder Gilbert off, The guake happened just a
few geconds before the boat was to sail, and the wharf eol-
lapsed and burned. 'We have heard that the steainer picked up
avery one on the doek, but by net going down our peopls wers
spared from a very serious aceldent. :

“ Before Elder Gilhert’s steamer couwld get away, oil tanks
on the shore hurst, and the water ahead of her bscame a sea
of roaring fames, Burning barges floated in around the ship.
The ship’s anchor beeame entangled with that of another., For
eight hours the liner’s erew fought flames, but gtill the raging
oil fire hlew nearer. Lifeboats were made ready. Then Elder
Gilbert went down to his eabin, and prayed for deliverance. The
wind suddenly changed, and the ship was saved! .

“ Bomewheroe between 100,000 and 200,000 people lost their
lives in Tokio, but we have yet to learn of any easualtied among
the Seventh-day Adventists in Tokio, although many members
homes were destroyed, and the rented chureh gquariers in the
eity were in flames shorily after the SBabbath services were over.

“ A {rip to Yokohamsa revealed the fact that a change in the
wind had blown out that awful fire when within a block of the
home of an aged sister living there. 'When houses were half
eonsumed, the fire went out.

% Buch is the wonderinl story I heard of God’s care for His
people.”

b, The Faithful Beligver.— The following is from a report
by C. C. Crisler, seeretary of the Far Easiern Division:

“0Of one of our sigters in attendance, I was told when intro-
dueed: This sister’s fleld was spared from the locusts in an-
swer to prayer. Some time ago the locusts were sweeping over
the distriet where her farm is situated, and wers destroying
everything as they advanced. Her farm lay directly in their
track, and she had soewn much seed, and had the promise of a
goodly yield, as harvest time was approaeching. Now, when the
cropa were threatened with utter destruetion, she prayed God
that He would spare her this loss; and she reminded Him of
her efforts to pay a faithful tithe.

“f¢The loeusts came on, and swept everything clean, right
up to the borders of her property; then they divided and
passed by, closing in again just beyond her horders, taking
averything as they went. Her place stood out in that distriet,
unseathed, as a memorial of God’s willingness t¢ hear and an-
ewer the prayers of His obedient children”

o. “In Peril of Robbers”— The following is from Arthur
Mountain, of Hupeh: .

“X wish there were time and space to fell of the experfences
recounted, requests for prayer, pledges made, and sins con-
fessed during the meeting. A few months ago this town was
overrun with bandits. A mumber entered the eity in disguise,
overpowered the guards at the gates, and let their companions
in, The entire city was looted, shops burned, and people killed
indiseriminately. While some of our people were robbed, none
wore killed or even injured. The Lord wonderfully protected
them, Omne brother told of how the rabbers burst into his house,
and then turned and fled as if seized with some supernatural
tear. Another brother related a similar experience.”

d. * Revolutionary Peril.”-—The following is from a report
by d. P. Anderson of the Hakka Mission:

“Bome of our stationy suffered much from the political up-
heaval, Two of the ehapels were robbed by soldiers, nearly afl
the furaiture destroyed, and the evangelists’ clothing, ete., was
all taken. The members were robbed of sll their belongings
that eould be earried off, and at the point of the gun they were
obligad to carry off their own goods, even to mosquito nets and
ties, to the robber’s lair. As a result, malaria is rampant, In
order to live, they have been obliged to borrow rice from a
distanee, and this must be returned with the spring harvest.
For every peek borrowed they must return eight tenths as in-
ferest. Peopls alveady poor find it diffienlt under sueh eondi-
tiony to pay tithes and offerings. Vet these people offered to
raise $300 this year toward huilding a chureh. This would
mean $3 on an average, for each member,

“ At Lau Lung the soldiers broke into the chapel, and stole
$3,000 from the merehants whe had placed their things there,
This was done by the soldiers who are under eommsand of a

Christian general. He, of course, did not ecuntenanes if, but
was helpless to prevent it. We have all experienced more or
Iegs of this sort of thing, yet I think the Hakka Mission has
had more than its share. Brother Nagel can tell of the two
months’ siege of Waiehow, which abt fhis writing is still in
progress. COu July 16, nineteen cannon halls, each welghing
100 pounds, were dropped into the city, Om the 17th, seventeen
wore dropped, reminding us that we were still under siege.
Nearly every day the airplane flies over our heads, dropping
bombs and shooting from a rapid-firing gun. To make matters
worse, rice has been very scarce, eansing further misery to the
poor people. Just yesterday a man walking past our place
carrying a bottle of oil, was shot at by Dr. Bun’s men from
acrosy the river, in plain sight of our house. The poor man’s
bottle was shot out of his hand, a splinter wounding him in
the face.

“ The whole eomntry seems turned over to robbers, and looting
and unmentionable evils go on, and we are powerless to help.
Under such comditions mission work ig difficult, if not well-
Ifligh’ impossible. Yet through it our members remain faith-
ul.’

e. With Literature—0lga B. Oss tells of the work with
literature in places where suech work was thought impossible:

“Up until within a little more than a year ago, very little
had been dome to give the message for this time to the thou-
sands of Japanese within the Manechurian borders, so we de-
cided to scatter some litorature among them.

“ At first we were rather timid about launeching out on this
new undertaking, and, like Pilgrim in ‘Pilgrim’s Progress,’ we
saw many lions in the way. The biggest one naturally was the
fact that we did not speak their language, and so we thought -
that it would he hard to approach them. But like a boy
standing on the bank of the ¢ old swimmin’ hole’ and fearing to
make the first plunge beeause the water might be cold, we
found thai waiting only made the matter worse, s0 we launched
oud in faith, trusting that God would supply our every laek, and
give us the needed strength to work for Him,

“From the heginning we found the work instruetive amd
interesting. The fact that we did not speak Japanese did not
seem to be a speeial hindrance, as many Japanese speak Chinese.
‘Where they eould speak ueither, often just showing the book
and ealling attention to the titls, index, and a few pictures, and
then turning to the haek of the book and pointing to the price,
would sell the book. We give (Jod the glory for the suceess
we have had, 'We often foeel that there is little we can do but
pray, and true it is that prayer will do more in seattering the
printed page than all other agemeies eombined.

“Daring the Iast year wo ladies have sold nearly 1,000 yen’s
worth of Japaneso literature. Hundreds of shops have been
visited, and have had the privileps of reeeiving the truth for
this time. We frust that mueh of the seed sown has fallen upon
good ground, and when watered by future work and the blese-
ing of God, will bear a bountiful harvest,

Tt seems to he & woman’s Iot to be alone a good deal of the
time in a foreign field. There is not much diversion, and often-
times we wonder what to do to change the monotony of things.
Bnt we have foung that when in need of a ehange, there is
nothing hetter than to paek a emall portfolio full of books and
go out eanvassing. This is a real tonie to both soul and body.”
. ¥ “In Perils of Waters”— C. C, Urigler tells of the follow-
ing experience:

“ Very real indeed are ¢ perils of waters’ in certain distriets
in the Far Bast, where great rivers flow swiftly by gities oecu-
pied by our missionaries.

““Recently, in the Philippines, we have had oceasion to erose
some streams that at times are execedingly treacherons. Many
lives have been lost, some even this year, fn an offors to ford
these streams or to eross by light bamboo rafts,

“ At our Iloflo meeting a worker stationed for a time in
Mindano told of having to travel seventy kilometers every
month to the post offiee for his salary remittance, and of having
to eross gwollan streams and estuaries diffienlt at any time, and
sometimes infested with sharks and erceodiles. On one oeea-
sion he was delayed for several hours, beeause of sharks that
would not leave, Finally, he prostrated himself hefore the
Lord while on the bank of the stream, and prayed for a heart
willing to endurs any hardship, and for faith to brave these
‘perils of waters’ for the sake of the cause he represented.
Plunging into the gtream immsdiately following this prayer,
he soon found himself safe on the opposite bank, and wenf on
rejoicing in' the protecting eare of our heavenly Father,

#God doss have a. care for His own, whatever the perils by
the way.” '

8. Short Talle: “ Our Goal and Our Duty.”— This i the time
for the leader, or some one speeislly chosen, to pregent the
society’s status as to the goal and the review of the foreign
mission needs, Offer o special, silent prayer that you, as leader,
may present it effeetively, and that your members may come
up to the standards set,

9. Offering— Don’t forget to take it.

10, Closing.— Tet it be appropriate.
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Junior Notes

2. Opening Buercises— Choose the songs that will stamp this
program as a Missiomary program. A mission topie might also
be suggested as a general subjest for the season of prayer.

4. Talk: “ Facts About Jupan”— The following paragraphs
may be given to @ Junior, asking him to use them as a basis,
around which hs may eluster more interesting facts concerning
the Sunrise Kingdom; further material being gathered from
hooks of travel or geography which may be in the ehureh or
sehool libraxy:

“What iz the name of this chain of islands east of Asia?
The name * Japan’ came originally from a Chinese word which

‘meant ¢ Sunrise Land, beeause the Chinese knew these islands

lay to the east, and it seemed to them the land out of which
the sun came. Japan proper is made up of four large islands
and hundreds of small ones, ail of whieh together are only ome
fortieth as laxge as the United States. Still, these islende,
which are so mueh smaller in extent than our country, are very
densely populated, so that there are half as many people in them
ag there are in the whele of our country.

“ Japan has a varied climate, just the same as we have.
They have cold winters in the north, with deep snows sometimes,
and in the south  wmueh milder elimate. Japan is a beautiful
country of gardens and flowers, of tiny lakes and beautitul
voleanic mountaing, :

% On aceount of the many voleanoes, Japan ig called the
land of earthquakes. Im Tokio it is said that the people get
2 good shaking at least omce a day. To avoid having their
houses thrown down by the earihquakes, as they would be if
they were built of heavy materials, the Japanese make their
houses of paper ‘on wodden frames. They protect them by
night with wooden shutters, which may be vemoved in the day-
time, #nd Jivide them into rooms as they please by means of
shding partitions of paper sereens. Spotless matting and
goft white rugs cover the floor, and in oxder to keep them elean,
the Japanese hever wear their shoes in the house, but leave their
straw sandals or wooden elogs at the door.

“ These dainty, elean little houses are not very comfortable
in winter, however, for they are not heated at all, and the only
way people keep warm is by pubting on more clothing and
hovering over biny box-like metal stoves which contain a little
burning ehareoal,

“ Japan might he ealled the land of paper as well as the
land of earthquakes, For the people are very clever in making
many different kinds of paper for many different vses. They
not only build paper houses, but they use paper napkins and
handkerchiefs, paper umbrellas and lanterns, aud the childzen
play with paper toys.

#“ There are now many thousands of Christians in Japan, but
there are also many, many thousands wore who worship idels,
and offer food to the spirits of the dead. They do not know
our God at all. They worship a mountain god, a horse god, a
tree god, the fox god, and gods who are supposed to eure those
who are sick. A mother who is not a Chrigtian will take her
sick child to the temple, and rub her hand on the head of the
old wooden idol, then on the head of her child, thinking that
the god will thus heal him. Christian schools in Japan are
doing mueh to help the boys and girly there to grow up to he
Christian men and women.”— Adapted from * Missionary Pro-
graim Material.” .

5, Talk: “ God’s Providences in Japan.”— The Junior giving
this should fell in hig own words the story of the deliverance of
believers in Japan during the terrible earthquake. (For material,
see Senior program, @, under No, 7.)

8. Reoftation: “ Al for Jesuws”— Give this to one of the
younger members of your society.

7. Readings: “ Providences in Other Lands”— From the
remaining material given in No. 7 of the Senior program, choose
the prticles best adapted to your society, and have them thor-
oughly prepared for reading.

8. Superintendent’s Talle: * True Missionaries.”— Give a
short talk describing the traits you would expect to sce in a
true missionary,— bravery, persistence, eympathy, ete.,—and
show how such traits would be evident in the work of =
migsionary. Then bring the lesson hemie. Crossing the oeean
does not change the man or woman. We necd boys and girls
with those same traits right at home here and now,

9. Tall: “ Owr Part.’— This should be given by the seere-
tary-treasurer of your society. Have a large map and point
out the countries whieh - comprige the Far Fastern Division.
They are as follows: Japan, Chosen, Manchuria, Malay, Phil-
ippine Islands, Bast Siberia, China, Mongolia, Tibet, Chinese
Turkestan, Siam, Annem.

Our money again goes to that great field. The Seniors and
Juniors of North America have been agked to ralse $150,000.
Then put before the soeisty the part that hag beem given to
you to raise, and tell how much you have already accomplished.

‘ H. H.

'

All for Jesus

‘WE bring our hearts to Jesus

. To have them freed from sin;

Hig precious blood will cleanse them,
His spirit dwell within;

Then ready for His servies,

. We can go forth with prayer,

To do the work He gives ug

And serve Iim anywhere.

We bring our hands to Jesus,

That He may make them strong
To fight the daily battle

With gin and every wrong;
We're goldiers in His army,

And pledged to serve our King;
Then let us lift His banner

With faith nnwavering,

We bring our seed to Jesus,
The seed we want, to sow,-
That He may give His blessing,
And cause each grain to grow; ’
We're sowing for the harvest,
And pray for precious corn
To fill the Master’s garner
Tpon the happy morn.

We want to glean for Jesus,
In fields both far and near,
To gather in the lost ones, .
The gospel news to hear;
Although He may not send us
. To work in distant lands,
We know he also serveth
Who by his Master stands.

But if the voiee of Jesus
Bhould say, “ Go, work today,”
We want to follow gladly,
To dark Iands far away.
O Baviour, take us, use us,
And make us all Thine own,
Thy weak and faltering children,
But Thine, Lord, Thine alone!
— dmos B, Wells.

Devotional ‘Meeting for March 29

It is customary to give four program outlines for each
month, When there are five Sabbathg in a month, the fifth
is left open, so that your soeiety may choose its own program
and outline ifs work, You will find much to consider for your
loeal neads, There will be the matter of the various Migsionary
Volunteer Teatures, such as the progréss of your finaneial
goals, your Bible Year progress, the maiutenance of the
Morning Watceh, the Reading Course; what have you done
with them? Also the Standard of .Attainment work for this
year; ave you doing more than merely studying it over your-

gelf? This series offers a definite chanee to go out and bring
others in, Bring them to your meetings as real missionary
work. Organized bands that use the literature provided by

the demomination will open the way for Bible studies in the
home, Cheek wup your society on your efforts to do loeal,
definite missionaxy work. U V. W,

i §-

Missionary Volunteer Programs for
Advanced Schools
. For Week Ending March 1

Topic: «“ The Law of God”

Just how binding is the law of God? What is the law of
God? Has any part of it been done away with? How long
has this lIaw heen in existenee? TIs the law that is given in
FExodus 20 in foree today, or was it given mercly for the Jews?
There are many rore questions like the above that might he
asked. A large number of these questions are disturbing the
minds of Christian peoples these days, becauge of the dis-
eussions going on ag regards the fundamentals of faith in
God. Tt is suggested that these questions be studied in counee-
tion with the outlines given in notes 4 and 6 of the Senior outline.

The following by H. L. Hastings, as given in the new book
reeently published by the Review and Ierald (“ Will the OId
Book Stand? ” cost, $1.50), will be found of interest:

“Upon the origin of that law [the ten ecommandments]
higtory sheds lLittle light, 'The sources of other laws are well
known., The code of Napoleon, the Pandects of Justinian,
the decrees of the Roman emperors, the products of Grecian
legislation, have come down to us, and we can mark the date
aud fime when they were emacted ox decxeed. We can trace
the history of the British Magng Charte or the American
Declaration of Independence, the laws of the British Parlia-
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ment or the American Congress, But Isracl has no reeord or
tradition of any lewmaling body. No parliament or legis-
lature ever eonvened to cnact or establish the statutes whieh
governed the children of Israel. The acts of legislative bodies,
and the decrees of monarehs, are numbered and dated, and
can be authenticated; but thig law stands alone. There is no
record of its gradual growth, Varioug ancient heathen writers
deelare its Mosaie origin, some asserting that Moses flourighed
before the Trojan War (B. ¢ 1184). Jewish traditiom, in
aceordance with their written records, declares that it was
received from the Almighty through Mosges on Mt. Sinal, One
thing is certain, if it was not thus received, there is no vecord
of ifs origin or reception, and it stands today an unexplained
enigma — a law without a lawgiver.”— Page 57.

The whole chapter, especially pages 52 to 103, will be found
very helpful in studying this topie.

For Week Ending March 8
Topio: “ My Money.”

Here is a topic that will challenge the interest of every
college student. It is very close home to many, Money is a3
commodity that we find it hard to get along without, and yet
when we have, it, hard to know how to handle it wisely, To
paraphrase a popular statement, many find it hard to get
along with it or without it.

Make the treatment of thiz subject praectical. Why not
discuss student nses of money? How much is needed at your
school? How much is spent foolishly af the store? How
much is given through the society? What proportion of one
to the other? How much do we plan to spend on knowledge
and to gain wisdom? This ig one swbjeet in the study of
which plenty of Facts and fipures — statistios — will be found
most interesting.

For Week Ending March 15 .
Topic: “ Foith.”

Before taking up a detailed study of how to handle this
topie, read the “Key Thought” and the motes and outlines
given for the Devotional Meeting for March 15, Senior Notes.
Note especially the material given in the fourth note om sal-
vation throngh Christ being & gift. Do we believe that? How
are we saved? Must we go through a long process, must we
avolve — how are we to attain unio perfection?

#The Source Book” and “ The Bible Handhook ” will be
found most wsefanl in obtaining assistance in references, as
will our older standard works. Specially see the Standard of
Aitainment Manual gnd the studies covering this key topic
of faith.

For Week Ending March 22
Topic: “ Providences in the Far Fast.”

It i3 perhaps unnecessary to say much moro than has heen
paid in the regular notes. The college library will be found
most ugeful in locking through the missionary magazines and
periodicals, A good committee or band should have heen
appointed to take special charge of this program.

————— el e

Missionary Volunteer Topl:cs for April

For April begin fo plan now on the following:

April  5— The Life of Vietory and the Holy Spirit.
April 12— The True Sabbath.

April 19— Walking Softly in the Sanetuary (Reverence).
April 26— Immortality Only Through Christ,

Have You the Topics for the Year?

D you elip from the February GazeTrE the topics for the
year 1824 and the days upon wheh the topies come? If you
did not, or wish other lists, you may oblain them free of
charge by addressing the General Conference Missionafy Vol
unteer Department, Takoma Park, Washington, D, C.

Such a list should be most helpful in plamning for future
meetings and in the gathering of material. Every leader and
every pregram committee chairman should have such a eopy.

Junior Topics for 1924
LasT month the Senior program topies were given. Here are
the Junier program topics. They follow very closely the Senior
outline except that in some places g title more of interest to
Juniors has been chogen. Save this Hist for possible future
reference,

March
1. The Law of God
8.  Chrisliagn Thrift
15. The Great Gift
22, Far Eastern Mjssion Fields
28, {Open)
April
5. Vietory Tife and Holy Spirit (8. of A\)
T2, The True Sabbath
19, Walking Softly in the Sanctuary — Reverence
26, Just Being Kind ‘

May
3. Mother ‘
10. Why T Ought to Go to Cemp-Meeting
17. Becond Coming of Christ and the Signs of the End
{8, of A))
24, {Open)
31, My Honest Part to the Lord
June .
7. Bkilled Workmen (Edueation, scholarship idea)— Others
Fought to Win the Prize”
14. Fit for Service
21, The Winner's Reward
28, Far Eastern Mission Mields N
July
9. Vacation Tun
12, Just Being Glad
19. How Do You TFecl?
26. The View
August
2, Bome Trail Blazers
9. Getting a Start
18. Sticking to Tt
23. The Brakea
30, (Open)
September =
6. Some Trail Blazers
13, Pifty Years Ago
20, Harvest Tngathering
27. The Far Eastern Mission Fields
October
4. Getting Qur Hyss Open
11. SBtories of the Trail
18, Taking Orders :
25, Where Are You Placing Your Influence?
November ’
1. Btories of the Trail
8, Father and Son (Week iz November 11.18)
15. What Do You Know?
28. Thanksgiving Day
29. (Open)
December
6. Alone with God — Morning Watch
13. Spending the Holidays
20, T'ar Bastern Fielde
27. Wishing You a Happy New Year

Missionary Volunteer Responsibility

AT a tecent convention of gecretaries, Prof. W. W. Ruble
outlined something of the responsibilities resting upon those
who lead out in helping and guiding young peopls, reading
from the spirit of prophecy:

“ Those who will put on the whole armor of God, and devote
gome time every day to meditation and prayer, and to the
study of the Beriptures, will he connected with heaven, and
will have a saving, transforming influence upon these around
them, Great thoughts, noble aspirations, clear perceptions of
truth and duty to God, will he theirs. They will be yearning
for purity, for lght, for love, for all the graces of heavenly
birth., Their earnest prayers will enter into that within the
veil, This elass will have & sanctified holdness to coma inte the
presence of the Infinite Ome, They will feel that heaven’s
light and glories are for them, and they will become refined,
clevated, ennobled by this intimate acquaintanes with God.
Such is the privilege of true Christians,

“ Abstract meditation is wet enough; busy aetion is not
enough; both are essential to the formation of Chrigtian char-
acter. Strength acquired in earnest, seeret prayer prepares us
to withstand the allurements of society. And yet we shomid
not exchude ourselves from the world, for our Christian ex-
perience i to be the light of the world, The society of un-
believers will do us no harm if we mingle with thom for the
purpose of connecting them with God, and are strong enough
spiritually to withstand their influsnce.”—% Testimonies,” Fol.
V, pp. 112, 113, .

“ Place your mind and will wheré the Holy Spirit ean reach
them, for He will not wark through another man’s mind and
conacience fo reach yours. With earnest prayer for wisdom,
make the Word of God your study. Take counsel of sanctified
reason, surrendered wholly to God."—Id., Veol. VII, p, 214,

“ The youth must soon bear the burdens that older workers
are now carrying. There is need of young men and
waemen who will not be swayed by sircumstances, who walk
with God, who pray much, and who put forth carnest efforts
to gather all the Hght they cam,’—' Counscls to Teachers,”
. 537, .

“ We are living in a time of special peril to the youth. Satan
Inows that the end of the world is soon to ¢ome, and he is
determined to improve every opportunity for pressing young
men and young wemen into his service, He will devise many
gpeelous deceptions to lead them aetray”—¢ Testimonies,” Fol.
VIII, p. 223, '
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MISSIONARY VOLUNTEER WEEK

March 15-22, 1924

Including Missionary Volunteer Day
(T'o be observed in all the churches in the United States and Coaneda.)

Purpose
MigsioNaRY VoLUNTEER WEEE should be an awakening of
the entirs church for the salvation of our young people. The

spring Waek of Prayer in our schools in past years has bronght

to many of our youth in training great benefit and spiritual
help. The plan of giving a week to estend this special help
to our youth throughout the fleld was first developed in the
Pacific Union Qonference,’ At the Autumn Council in 1920 it

"was adopted for the entire field, and it has been followed every

year sinee. Each year better and larger results are expe-
rienced amd Teported.

As a result of this week of endeavor to assist our young peo-
ple, we trust that a large number of them will be converted,
anfl that great blessings will come to the entire membership
of the churches.

i ‘ The Plan

It is the plan that the entire foree of laborers in each con-
ference, as far as can be consistently arranged, visif the
churehes during this week, and that a special effort be made to
reach all our children and youth, to bring sueh as are not in
the fold to A decision for Christ, and to lead others t0 a
deeper sense of their responsibilities and to a complete con-
gecration to God.

Tt ‘would be well for the local conference committee, with
the Missionary Volunteer secretary, to plan for the placing
of ministers and workers in churches and companies where
the largest number of needy young people can be weached,
and in the most offective way.

Definite ealls have come in from the field, asking that mate-
rial be furnished and a definite program suggested for each
day. It is in compliance with these requesty that the Mis-
sionary Volunteer Department submits this program. In some
confereness, no doubt, there is not a sufficient number of
laborers to supply each church during the week, It is thought
that this mattsr will prove especially helpful in ehurches and
companies where no worker from the conference is sent.

Do not forget the Juniors, Seek to simplify the talks given
80 a¢ to make them helpful and interesting to the children.
Do not place the manger so high that the lambs camnot rsach
the food.

It i3 earnestly desired that thig special effort be continued
through the week, even in churches where there is no con-
ference laborer present. If much prayer and careful planning
are put into the work of preparation, this special Week .of
Prayer will result in a real revival. Let this be your prayer:
“(Q Lord, bring a revival into our echurch, and let it hegin
in me” S,
'Suggestions for Evangelistic Work

A series of resolutions was passed by the Misgionary Volun-
teer Department at its council held in eonnection with the
1920 Fall Council, along the lines of evangelistic efforty for
the young, a part of which follow:

1. ¥ That very careful study be given to presenting the gos-
pel in its simplicity, that the young people may have a thor-
ough mnderstanding of what it means to make a full surrender
to God, to exereise faith, and {o live the vietorioms life.

2, “ That ordinarily in a serics of meetings, a few meetings
be devoted to a clear presentation of these great truths before
making a call for full surrender, rscognizing the fact, however,
that it is often helpful to call for definite decisions on special
lines, day by day, such as Bible study, and pledges against
reading novels. That when calls for surrender are made, they
be very definite. .

3, “That when individuals give evidence that such definite
decigions have been made, the workers should heartily reeog-
nize the faet,

4. “That the organization of prayer and persenal workers’
bands should always precede s revival effort, to. the end of
doing thorough work for the unconverted, and $raining ‘Chris-
tian young people in soul-winning.

"5, ¥ That very eareful plang be made for holding the results
of our revival efforts, so that they ecan intelligently continue
the work: by continwing the prayer and personal workers’

Lands; by enlisting the co-operation of parents and interested
friends of individuals who have surrendered; and by personal
correspondence with special cases,

6. ““ That when young people hava been brought to a decision
for Christ, the work he followed up by preparing these young
people for baptism, and encouraging them to go forward in
this sacred ordinance and in unifing with the church,

7. “That while mature women workers can do good work
for boys and young men, and likewise men for girls and young
women, the greatest care should be exercized to observe sh-ietly
a proper degree of reserve toward thoss of the opposite sex’

) Methods

To introduce young people to Christ, we must be near to
the young people and near to Christ; we must Zmow both. To
do this will take time, and study, and prayer.

If we knmow young people, doubtless the most important
method is to find a point of eontact and begin there. Be
genuinely friendly. You need not fsar to have it known that
your one greaf; hurden is for their salvation, but you do need
to let the young peopls understand that you are keenly alert
to other things that ave of speeial interest to them. Choose
your themes and illustrations with the nature and interests
of the young in mind. Your life, your thoroughness of prepa-
ration, your prayers, your thoughtful eonsideration of feelings,
your interest in them outside of meeting, your appeal,——all
will tell the young people in no uncertain tones just what
your interest is.

A few preliminary meetings with the chureh officers, together
with the Sabbath school and Missionary Volunteer officers and
any othsrs who are working for'the youth, are very essential,
8tudy and pray with these church workers nntil they have the
gpiritual vision and a genuwine burden. With them pub forth
united action for a revival in the church, and espeeially for
the salvation of the younger members of the Lord’s family.

If there are already prayer and personal work bhands in the
Missionary Volunteer Society, take a special interest in them,
These young people can more than double the efficiency of your
efforts, Besides, if you can vitalize and stabilize these bands,
you have provided for holding and inereasing the results of
your effort, leaving in the church the elements of spiritual
growth and power, . )

In lzying a firm foundation for intelligent decisions, we have
found it helpful frequently to pursue a teaching method, drill-
ing the young people in the repetition of important statements,
and fraquently reviving the fundamental truths tanght.

It is also very helpful to place leafletg In their hands on
vital subjeets. The Misgionary Voluniteer Department publishes
an extensive series of leaflets for this purpese. It secms to
us that it about doubles the influemee of a talk on courtship
and marriage, for instanes, to pass out at ity close the leaflets,
“What God Hath Jeined ” and “ Marrying Unbelievers.”

Printed pledges or resolutions are often helpful in getting
the issues before the young. Some are suggested in the
section, * Literature Helps.”

Suggestions to Church Officers and Workers

The program outlined below and the material given for
each day are intended for helps, but are not given with any
idea of binding to a set program. Study and pray coneerning
your local needs, It is the spirit of longing for salvation, and
not a program followed to the letter, which will make the work
of the week 2 success before the Lord. The minister will, of
course, use his own judgment in each case regarding the
method, The following are merely suggestione:

1. If possible, hold a service each day in the church, using
the program outlined as a basis for study. Soms of our
churches are so sitnated as to make a meeting on every night
of the week impoesible. Let the leaders plan for the people
te meet in groups at their homes. Tet us hring a spirit of
study and prayer for our youth to the family altars in the home,

2, Urge that whoever takes any leading part in these meet-
ings shall ba thoroughly prepared. Give the articles as talks,

17
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+ if possible. If others are asked to read questions or seripturss,
pass them out before the mesting. FEndeavor to make the
meetings deeply spiritual. Seek God earnestly. - Give oppor-
tunity for testimenies by individuals at several of the meetings.

3. Organize prayer and personal workers’ bands to meet
daily,

4, Urge eamestly that all engage in personal work, espe
cially for the youth, It would be well for the leaders to call
to mind all the young people connected with the church by
.c¢hitreh membership, family ties, and cloge friendship, aud ar-

‘xange for every one of these in the community to be personally_

‘visited by a reliakle personal worker of the ehurch, and invited
to take his stand for Chrish Furnish the names of all the
_youth conuected by .church membership, family relationship,
and cloge friendships with the message in the community, to
the conference Missiomary Volunteer secretary, with a brief
statement of the facts in each ease for future followup work.
Missionary Velunteer Blanks Nos. 1 and 3 are a help
5. Remember the Missionary Veolunteer devotional feabures,
the Morning Watch and the Bible Year, (See “ Missionary
Volunteers and Their Work.””) Have the youth take the
" Morning Watch pledge, This eould well be done Friday eve-
ning, At the cloge of the week it may be possible to organize
a Standard of Attainment elass among the young pecple, to
meet week by week.
6, Urge those who ought to attend school to go. Send on
their names to the conference Missionary Volunteer secretary.
7. Endeavor to make the last Sabbath a very earnest
spiritual meeting, in whieh old and young remew their conse-
- eration, Give opportunity for the expresgion of their decisions
after the reading, At this time it would be fitting to present
the Decision Day pledge, Missionary Volunteer Fledge No. 12.
Literature Helps
Prayer bands should be organized at the beginning of the
week, A pufficient number of Missionary Volunteer Pledge
No. 13 (Prayer Band Pledge Uard) should be ordered from the
" traet soclety so that one may be placed in the hand of each
member of the bands. Priee, 70 cents 2 hundred. Tt reads as
follows
speeateditelriafoioioloiattoioielololeioleliolueiolilneioielololoieled
e PRAYER BAND PLEDGE CARD
Since Christ Himself makes soul-winning work
the evidence of true discipleship, I eonsecrate my
life to Him for service, and especially for the
gake of those named on the back of this card.
God helping me, I agree to pray much in secret,
to meet faithfully with my band, and to put forth
% continuous, definite effort for one or more per
& BOms. .

efiririieleiiioiod

o by b b e e S e LA
Gsfserieleedfeifefetelolidolointalnd

z*%*%*%%%**‘Xﬂﬁ%%%*I«Z'**M'%**%‘%*%*%W%*&%**X«h
On the reverse side are lineg for recording the members of
the band and also for a prayer list.
Another card, Missionary Voluntesr Pledge Neo. 12, should
be ordered for use on Decizion Day. Pries, $1 a hundred.
It reads as follows:

el ool ot ol St bk o
5 MY DECISION

i Without Christ T am lost. He died to save me,
2% Not to be wholly Christ’'s meansg at last to be
#*  wholly lost.

? The ‘Spirit of God tells me: * Hvery act of
:i'* - transgression, every neglect or pejection of the
-x*: grace of Christ, i3 reacting upon yourself; it is
% hardening the heart, depraving the will, benumb-

¥

*,
e

2
£

ing the understanding, and not only making you

less inclined to yield, but less capable of yield-

z ing, to the tender pleading of God's Holy Spirit."”
—t Steps 1o Christ,” p. 33, pocket edition.

I MUST DECIDE THIS GREAT QUESTION
IT MAY EE TOO LATE IF I DELAY
z MY DECISION IS MADE
E Lord Jesus, I give myself wholly to Thee,

Henceforth, by Thy grace, Thy will shall be my
% will; Thy life, my life.

Fesfedioolledoldololoiduiuiololoiaoloileioielalaeintolioloialnio
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Other helps suggested are the following:
Missionary Voluntesr Camp-Meeting Helps
“ The Ministry of Healing
“ Bducation ¥ ...

M. V. Pledgse No. 10. Personal Resolutions
M. V. Leaflet Ne. 50.-Lives of Great Men
M. V. Leaflet No. 19. Messages to Young People (“Testl-
monies ) e .02
M. V, Leaflet No. 23. The Life-Work ... .02
M. V. Leaflst No. 35, Marrying Unbelievers -. 03
M. V. Leaflet No. 49. What God Hath Jeined . 01
M. V. Leaflet No. 59. The Chrigtian Home ... e 08
M, V. Leaflet No, 60, Your Mother ......coevueceees e W01
M. V. Leaflet No. 71. Keep the Home Fires Burning ...... .02
M. V. Leaflet No. 66. Margaret’s Morning Wateh ... 01
M. V. Leaflet No. 67. God’sa Remedy for Bin....ciennens 01
M. V, Leaflet No. 61. Our Young People and Their Work.011%
M. V. Leaflet No. 64. The Seeret of Soul-Winning ... 00%
M. V. Leaflet No. 47:; Pergonal Work ... -
M, V, Leaflet No. 68, For Backsliders Only . .01
M, V. Leaflet No. 69, Is Jesus Real to You? .. e 02
M. V. Leaflet No. 72. Others May; You Cannot .............. 004
M, V. Leaflet No. 74. Living the Life That Wins F) |
M., V, Leaflet No, 75. With the Book of Books ..cceceeeeee 01
M. V. Leaflet No. 76. Storing Light (Junior Bible Year) , .01
M. V. Leaflet No. 77. To Love, Honor, and Cherigh (Mar-
riage Mxperionee) ..c.coeees 02
M. V. Leaflet No, 78, Life’sPurpose at the Judgment Bar .01
M, V. Leaflet No. 79. What Shall L Read? . 03
M. V. Leailet No.” 80. Former Reading Course Books.
M. V. Leaflet No. 81. Vietory in Christ.

Helps for Junior Meetings

THE Migsionary Volunicer Week should be just as important
a faetor in the life of the Junior as of the Senier. In fact,
the demand for matorial to use in meetinge among Juniors
hag been quite insigtent from workers, Limitations of space,
however, forbid the preparation of speeial lessoms. The most
that we ean do at present is to suggest briefly an adoption of
the lessons already prepared for the Semiors. In churches
where there is no chureh school, the need is still more urgent.
Although it may be unpossﬂ)le to have meetings every day,
plan carefully for those that are held, seleeting and compining
material from all the lessons to suit the local needs. Where
the devotional activities ceuter in a chureh school, there is
a didtinet advantage in having short ssasons every day.
Although it may not be wise to call for a response from the
children every day, do s¢ onmce or twice, and do mot neglect
the blessing gained from seasons of prayer.

Though the firgt Junior meeting may be held on Monday the
lesson presented in the Sunday Senior meeting should not
be emitted. Endeavor to build a firm platform for gpiritual
growth during the week. (See outlines or page 29.)

The Program

Wit 8 prayer that the efforts put forth this week may
result in the saving of many precious souls in the kingdom of
God, we submit the following daily. program and studies for
Misgionary Volunteer Week.

Tt is left with the elder or leades of the meetings to arrange
the details of the program for emch day, select the hymns,
arrange for special musie, arrange the order of the service, ate.
Do not feel that you must use all the material giver, nor that
you must confine yourself to this. These studies are intended
as suggestions from whieh those who give ths studies may de-
velop original lessons or talks of their own. It will be more
effective if developed in 2 form to meet the local needs by those
who take the parts,

Sabbath, March 135, Missionary Volunteer Day

Fizing the Destiny in Youth i, U. V., Wileox

Unpedigreed Childven ....... Selacted

To Save from Sin and Guide in Service .o M. B, Kern
Sunday, March 16

The Neeessity of VietoTF woeemrecrmecooeireens Meade MacGuire]

The Need of a Savieur

Monday, March 17
Balvation Omly Through Christ .eeooeeieen J. 8, Jams

Mys. E. 0. Whit

‘What to Do with Doubt C. A, Hol
Tuesday, March 18

The Certainty of Christian Experience ....cev.ion.. C. A. Hol

How to Exercise Faith meoeceooeeeoeeceerons Meade MacGuir
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‘Wednesday, March 19

Bible 8tudy: The Foundation of Experience ...... . K. Meyers
The Privilege of Prayer s H. T. Elliott
Thursday, March 20

Repentange and. Qonfession ...vewinwomrrecenes U, V. Wileox
The Christian’s Serviee H. C. White
Friday, March 21 -

The Power of Purpose W, . Loveless
A Christian PuTpose e e Kathryn L. Jensen
Sabbath, March 22
The Fork of the Road .. liroinrinnincnas C. A, Lufburrow
Making the Worth-While Decigion .....coevcesvere. Lies R. Marsh

Sabbath, March 15
Missionary Volunteer Day

Fixing the Destiny in Youth
! U. V. WILCOX

1. How does the Bible recognize youth in purpose and

resolve?

“The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and
we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begeiten of the
Father,) full of grace and truth. , .

« John hare witness of Him, and cried, saying, This was He
of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before
me: for He was before me.

« And of His fulness have all we received, and grace for
grace. . .

“Jor the Jaw was given by Moses, but grace and truth came
by Jesus Christ” John 1: 14-17.

2, Is it possible for young people to live such a consistent
Christian life that they will be examples to others, even to

older men and women?

“ Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of

the believers, in word, in cenversation, in charity, in spirt,
" in faith, in purity?’ 1 Tim. 4: 12, '

3. What speeial promise has been given us for the youth?

“ The youth may have prineiples so firm that the most power-
ful temptations of Satan will not draw them away from their
allegiance.’—* Testimontes,” Vol. III, p, 472.

It is evident, then, that there is strength given from above
that will make it possible for young people to stand firm in
time of great temptation, and to overcome. Youth may then
be-a period of gaining strength and of character building.

4, What did the young man Daniel have?

“ Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile
himself with the portion of the king’s meat, nor with the wine
which he drank.” Dan. 1: 8, first part.

But to have sueh powerful principles means something more
than @ mere desive, or a wish to overcome and to be good. We
all want to do right, They must have something more than
the mere wish. “ Many . . . desire the good, they make some
effort to obtain it; but they do not choose it; they have not
a settled purpose to secure it at Lhe cost of all things.’-— The
Mount of Blessing,” p. 205,

5. Upon what does true success depend?

The question of success — true success — in life depends in
the case of young people upon decision and purpese. As the
Spirit of the Lord has spoken, “ Many . . . desire the good,
. . . but they do not choose it” 'The challenge today is,
“ (thoose you this day whom ye will serve” And today for
youth is the golden opportunity for the early chooging, the
early decision that will fix the destiny fer the future and decide
eternity. But some are inclined to feel that they may drift
along, admitting that this great work of the advent people
is of Ged, and that someway they will elip in the last minate
and eo be eaved. ’

8, What do statistics prove?

Statisties prove that early youth ie the time to make the
decision to serve the Lord, whatever it may cost. When young
people have reached the age of accountability, their reason-
ing faculties are alert, and they are beginning to think serisusly
of the Pfuture. “By far the larger number of persons who
become Christians are comverted in their teems. The cement
of life is soft and plastie. Somebody’e hand will mold it for
time and eternity.”” It is unpsafe, it is dangeroms, to play and
trifie with the voice that aske us when we are young to give
oursclves to God and His work, for there is a very real danger
of waiting too long.

7, What was the experience of Saul?

We have an iflustration in the life of Saul of what the early
training did in the final and supreme moment of his life. (Tf
there is time, tell something of the story of Saul’s life.) With-
out doubt Saul wished to do right, huf he was handieapped.
Ingpiration has shown wms the reason of Saul's failure: * The

Holy Spirit had been granted to Saul to enlighten his under-
standing and soften his heart, He had received faithful in-
struetion and reproof from the prophet of God. And yet how
greal was his perversity! 'The history of Israel's first king
gresents 2 sad example of the power of early wrong habits.
n hig youth, Saul did not love and fear God; and that im-
petnous spirit, not early trained to submission, was ever ready
to rebel against divine authority. Those who in their youth
cherish a saered regard for the will of God, and who faithfully
perform the deties of their pogition, will be prepared for
higher gervice in after-life.—" Pairiarchs and Prophets,”
p. 684

8. Is it safe to await some more convenient season?

“Men cannot for years pervert the powers that God has
given them, and then, when they choose to change, find these
powers fresh and free for an entirely opposite covirse.”— Ibid.

9. In what simple manner js destiny formed$?

“In childhood and yonth the charaeter is most impressible,
The power of self-contrel should then be aequired. By the
fireside and at the family board, influences are exerted whose
results are as enduring as eternity. More than any natural
endowment, the habity established in early years decide whether
a man will bé vietorious or vanguished in the hattle of life.
Youth is the sowing time. It defermines the character of the
harvest, for this life and for the life to come.”— The Desire
of dges,” pp. 100, 101,

10. What place does the home oecupy in fixing the destiny
of the youth?

“ By their example and teaching, the eternal destiny of their
households will in most cages be decided. In the future life
the children, will be just what their pavenis have made them.”
— Testimonies,” Vol, VI, p. 119. ¥ Parents, make every ef-
fort in your power to place your children in the most faverable
sitnation for forming the character that God wants them to
form., Use every spiritual sinew amd musele in the effort to
save your little flock. The powery of hell will unite for its
destruction, but God will 1ift uwp for you a standard against
the enemy.’—* Counsels to Teachers” p, 156,

11, What are some of the rewards of right-doing?

“ Motives stronger, and agencies mere powerful, could never
be brought into operation; the exzeeeding rewards for right-
doing, the enjoyment of heaven, the seciety of the angels, the
communion and love of God and His Son, the elevation and
extension of all our powers throughout eternal ages— are thess
not mighty ineentives and encouragements to urge us fo.give
the heart’s loviig serviee to our Creator and Redeemer?”—
“ Steps to Christ)” p. 24, '

12. What is the prospect of delay?

“On the other hand, the judgments of God, prenoumeed
against sin, the inevitable retribution, the degradation of our
character, and the final destruction, are presented in God’s
Word. to warn us against the serviee of Satan.”— Ibid.

13. What are the youth and all deciding?

“All are now deciding their eternal destiny.”-— Testi-
monies,” Vol. VI, p. 16. 'Thig ig the time to fix the destiny
for the fature. The Bible and the spirit of prepheey both
acelaim it as such. Statisties affirm it. The time to choose
is now and not a moment of time later.

Unpedigreed Children

I xnow a feller with a dog that’s got a pedigree,

An’ he is just a8 proud of him as any ehap can be;

An’ careful, too—he never lets him loose excep’ he’s there
To see he doesn’t run an’ lose himself somewhere,

He never goes to bed at night until he’s been to see

His fifty-dollar dog is in the plase he ought to be.

I know a chap who owns a horse — a splendid thoroughbred,
He never eats, himsolf, until the animal is fed;

An’ gvery minute he can spare, oub to the barn he goes,

To comb an’ brush his glossy coat, or gently rub his nose,
No stranger’s hands have ever tugged this horse’s silver hit;
They might abuse his mouth, and so he couldn’t think of it.

I know a man, the father of three splendid, manly hoys;

But when he’s home they’re not allowed to make the slightest
noise ;

And they can-roam the streets at will, aud play with whom they
choose

And he is not at all afraid that one of them hell lose.

In strangers’ hands they’re often left to do just as they please,

For boys are not at all like dogs with splendid pedigrees.

Whene’er I see a man who owns a fifty-dollar pup,

Or keeps a thoroughbred that he alone must harness up;
Whene’er T gee the care that’s paid a bulldog or a horse,
I always feel a toueh of pain, of pity and remorse, '
Boeause I think of boys and girls about me everywhere,
Who really need, hut never get, such tender, watehful cave.

— Selected.
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To Save from Sin and Guide in Service
M, E, KERN

Our childven are a “ heritage of the Lord” Ps. 127:3,
They are the most precious heritage of the ehurch.

There is an olg story about the great edueator, Horace Mann,
He was recommending the establishment of a school for in-
corrigibles, when some one arose and said, “Mr. Speaker, I
think you are making an expensive proposal. You might spend
all that meney and effert, and not save more than ome boy.
Do you not think that the expense would be too groat for the
resulis?? The great man said, “ Ne, #ir, not if it were my
boy.” So really there is not any price too great for the parents
of the Advent Movement to pay, if we can only save our chil-
dren and young people.

Like Isracl of old, we want to go out of Egypt and into
Canaan “ with our young and our old, with our sons and with
our daughters,” Ex 10:90.

One of our workers tells this story of his mother’s love for
an adopted boy:

“ ghortly after entering the ministry it was my privilege,
with my wife and two children, to visit my father and mother.
Scme fourteen years before this my parents had adopted a
boy. He was a sweet baby, but he turned out to be a very
bad fellow, and at the age of fourteen ran away from home.
We children had always counseled mother to let him go, and
now that he was gone, we said, - Mother, this is a good thing,
becanse he would have brought disgrace upon us some day.
Mother made no reply. The day drew om, and, bedtime came.
Tather tool the Bible, and after reading a sclection from that
good Book, we bowed in prayer. We all prayed, mother was
the last. Her prayer was uplifting to all present. She ve-
membered each child, Thore were six of us hesides the adopted
boy; so shc named cach one, and all the grandehildren. Then
she stopped. Somehow we were all wecping, She soon gained
econtrol of her voice, and this is what she said:

"% ¢Q God, somewhere in this old werld I have another boy,
little Jomes. ‘Will you please send the same blessed Spirit to
his heart that is here with ue this evening$ Save him, Loxd,
save him.”

The chureh of the living God must have this great mother
love which will reach out for all the childrem growing up ameng
us; and also the father love which will vigorously executo
plans for the training of youthful hands and hearts.

It is the purpose of Missionary Volunteer Day to refresh
our minds in regard to the responsibilities of the church in
working for and with the youth.

Thera is teally only ome great problem in the world,— the
problem of sin, We are living in a time when the great con-
troversy between sin and righteousness, between love and self-
seeking, is reaching a climax.

The mystery of iniguity, with all its subtle hideousness, iz
manifesting itgelf as never before in its final struggle for
supremacy. Soon ths confliet will be ended, and the mystery
of God will be finished. And in the midst of this confliet —
the great final batile between the forces of good and evil —
our children are born; ang they must aet their part in the
closing scenes,

How important that parents and the church should so train
and guide the young that they shall be able to master sin in
their own lives and do valiant service in gaving others!

Any one who is at all acquainted with the conditions of today,
any one who knows from persenal comtact the lives that young
people are living, knows that there is sin in the camp. There
ig gin everywhere. A young woman attended a workers’ mest-
ing for ten days. Near the close of that time T learned that
ghe had no hope in God, and sought an interview with her.
She told me afterward that she secretly hoped I would migs
the appointment I had made with her, for she really did not
want to talk about her spiritual condition, That young woman
is a daughter of one of owr workers, and yet she was without
“hope and had net prayed for years. She had been in constant
touch wiih our schools and our work, but was out of toueh
with CGod. As we lock out on the great army of young people
conneeted with this movemant, we sae thousands of them that
are without hope.

The longer I work for these young p2ople;, the more sym-
pathetic I heeome for them, as they struggle with the world
and the flesh and the devil, They have been born in an age
that is intemss,’ They have been born in a time when there
are subtle philosophies being taught in the public press, ang
in the secular schools, where half of our young people are, in
spite of all owr efforts to supply a Christian education.

We are in a tfme when worldly amusements, whieh lead away

 from God and appeal to the lower nature, have heen commer-

clalized and popularized. And the very subtleness of false
philosophies, the groat attractiveness of sinful pleasures, and
the hot intensity of siniul desires, in lives that seem to have
lost their resistance, make it all the more important that the
church should make horoie and constructive efforts to save our
young people from sin, and to lead them into the mervies
of God.

The battle with sin hag always been flerce, but we are living
in a time when “the devil i come down unte youw, having great
wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.”’
Rev. 12: 12. Ang the message to the réemnant ehureh is this:
“ God requires the echurch te arouse from its lethargy, and see
what manner of service is demanded in this time of peril.”—
“ Testimondes,” Vol. Vi, p. 196.

We ara met together today, as a church, young and old, to
gtudy this great'problem of how the home and the church can
more effectively bring Christ into the lives of the children and
youth, and how the young people ean co-operate with the home
and the chureh in helping them to reach the high standard of
living and service set for the remmant church. Consider care-
fully the fellowing suggestions:

1. T.et the homes of the church be recomsecrated. The home
is the great foundry of charactexr, and it is diffienlt for a child
to rise above the level of hig home ideals, )

“Pathers and mothers, however pressing your business, do
not fail to gather your family around Gods altar. Ask for
the guardianship of holy angels in your home. Remember that
your dear ones are expoged to temptations. Daily annoyances
beset the path of young and old. Those who would live patient,
loving, cheerfnl lives must pray. Ounly by receiving constant
help from Ged can we gain the victory over self.”——" The
Ministry of Healing,” p. 393,

2, Let parents consider the greatuess of thelr God-given
tagk, and study and pray much over their problems, The lack
of knowledge of the laws of child life, physical and spiritual,
is the cause of much of the physical discase and moral de-
Linqueney of childhood. As the children grow into youth, try
to grow with. them. Patiently and sympathetieally teaeh them
the laws of true and happy social life. Fathers, be ehums with
your sons. Mothers, be your danghters’ confidential eompanion
at any eost, Do not treat the adoleseent, with his developing
initiative and growing sense of self-respongibility, as a ehild.
Neither throw down the réins of diseipline.

It is astonishing and beyond my comprehension how some
parents allow boys and girls, at the most dangerouns period of
all their lives, to go out from the home alona and unprotested
either day or night. Some time ago the morning papers in
Philadelphia announced that a joy-riding party had been
wrecked at 2 A, ., and one girl, unconsciows and unidentified,
wag lying in a certain hospital. One hundred eighty-saven
mothers called up te inguive if it were their girl, No wonder
o soclal worker said recently that the young people of today
are going to hell in automobiles,

3, And when the home has gained the victory and established
itself as @ life-saving sgtation, it should reach out for othera.

“Our homes should be a place of refuge for the tempted
youth. Many there arc who stand at the parting of the ways..
Every influence, every impression, is-determining ths choice
that shapes their destiny both here and hereafter. Tvil invites
them. Its resorts are made bright and attraetive. They have
a weleome for every comer. All about us are youth who have
u0 home and meny whose homes have no helpful, uplifting
power, and the youth drift into evil. They are going down to
ruin within the very shadow of our own doors. . . .

“1f we would show an interest in the youth, invite them to
our homes, ang surround them with cheering, halpful influences,
there are many who would gladly turn their steps into the
upward path.*— Id., pp. 354, 355, -
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4. Let the church reconsecrate itself today “ for their sakes.”
“Shall the youth be left to drift hither and thither, to
beeome discouraged, and to fall into temptations that 'are
everywhere lurking to eatch thsir unwary feet? The work that

lies nearest to our church members iz to become interested fn °

our youth, with kindness, patience, and tenderness giving them
line upon line, precept wpon precept.—— Festimonies,” Vol.
VI, p. 186.

Lot us do this work in the sympathetic spirit of the Master.
‘When we who are older so often grieve our Laord, let us be
patient with those whe are meeting life’s problems for the
firgt time, .

Let the members of the church take a special intevest in the
Junior and Senior Missionary Volunteer Soeiety by giving them
your best thoughts and heartiest co-operation. Pray for and
encourage the leaders. Let the elders and the chureh board
take this branch of the work upon their hearts.

5. Let the children and youth resolve that by God’s help
they will rid their life of the leprosy of sin, and give them-
selves fo the umselfish service of humanity. Resolve that you
will keep the fifth commandment. Remember that Jesus was
subject to ITis parents, even after He realized His mission as
the Son of God. On the cross Jesus paid His last tripute
of love and honor to His mother. In the midst of His own
anguish, He thought of her and provided for her declining
years. “ Amid the dark scemes of the eross, His example shines
like & star in the besom of the blackest clouds, saying to us,
‘Honor thy father and thy mother. ”

Imperfect though they may be, your parents are your best
friends. It will not always be easy on your part to earefully
weigh the evidenes when their judgment confliets with yours,
and to submit sometimes, when you cannot see that they are
right; hut it is a mark of real strength to do these things,

Regolve that you will make this day and this week a mountain
top in your life, from which you shall get a glorious view of
God’s great purpese for you, and from which you will soar
above the valley of sin into a life of servies and fellowship
with (od which shall never cease.

Sunday, March 16
The Necessity of Victory

MEADE MAC GUIRE

THERE are many sing which all of us believe must he stopped
before the sinmer iz prepared for translation. We all affirm
that the drunkard, the adulterer, the murderer, the thief,
must overcome these sins or be lost. We do not allow him to
stop gradually or give him so many years or months in which
t0 gain the vietory, but we say, “ You must stop at once.” The
question iz, Can he sﬁnp at once? If go, why cannot any and
all eins be stopped at once? It is usually the so-called little
ging that persigt. But if the great ones can be stopped at
onee, Why not the small ones? Thousands of people are tired
of habitual sinning and long to stop, but they do not know how.

In- the discussion of the life of victory over habitual sim,
we need o keep in mind the time in which we are living, re-
membering that now vietory is not a matter of cholee; it is-a
necessity.

“All who profess godliness:are under the most sacred
obligation to guard the spirit, and to exercise self-control wnder
the gréatest provoeation. The burdens placed upon Moses
were very great; few men will ever be so severely tried as he
was; yet thiz was mnot allowed to excuse his sin
made aniple provision for His pcople; and if they rely upon
His strength, they will never hecome the sport of circumstances,
The strongest temptation cannct exewse sin. However great
the pressure brought to bear upon the soul, transgression is our
own aet. It is not in the power of earth or hell to compel any
one to do evil. Satan atiacks us at our weak points, but we
need not be overcome. However severe or unexpected the as-
sault, God has provided help for us, and in His strength we
may conquer.”—* Pairiarchs and Prophets,” p. 421,

“ Christ always separates the eontrite sowl from sin. He
came to destroy the works of the devil, and he has made pro-
vision that the Holy Spirit shall he imparted to every re-
pentant soul, to keep him from elming.

- accessible to every repemting, believing ehild of God.”——

God has |

“The tempter’s agency is not to be accounted an excuse
for one wrong aet. Satan is jubilant when he hears the pro-
fesned followers of Christ making exeuses for their deformity
of charaeter. It is these excuses that lead to sin, There is
no exeuse for simning., A holy ftemper, a Christlike life, ig
@ T’w
Degire of Ages” p. 311.

Furthermore, the standard set befove us is absolutely un-
equivocal, and is so simple and plain that it need mot be mis-
understood.

“ Az He which hath ealled you ig holy, so be ye holy in all
manner of conversation; because it is written, Be ye holy;
for I am holy.” 1 Peter 1: 15, 16.

“Follow peace with all men, and holiness,” without which
no man shall see the Lord.” Heb. 12: 14.

“HEvery man that hath this hope in him, purifieth himself,
aven as He is pure.” 1 John 3: 3.

“ Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of gond com-
fort, he of one mind, live in peace” 2 Cor. 13: 11,

“Let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be
perfeet and entive, wanting mothing.” James 1: 4.

“T saw that none can share the ‘refreshing,’ unless they
obtain the victory gver every besetment, over pride, selfish-
ness, love of the worldd, and over every wrong word and action”"
— Eorly Writings,” p. 71.

“Not one of us will sver receive the seal of God while our
characters have one spot or stain upon them.”’—* Testimonies,”
Voi. V7, p. 214.

What eould be more dangerous than to enecourage people
to believe that they may be accepted of God in the final
judgment while eoming short of the standard He has plainly
declared as necessary? I repeat, therefore, that vietory is
not a matter of cholce; it is an absolute necessity.

There ean he no deep appreciation of the atonement of
Christ unless there is a clear understanding of the awful nature
of the evil which made the atonement necessary There is to-
day a startling shsence of veal convietion of sin thet makes
men loathe and abhor it. Too many are endeavoring to live
with Christ without dying with Him, but Paul says: “If we
be dead with Chrigf, we belisve that we shall also live with
Him,” Rom. 6: 8. Daily dying to sin and living for God s
the victorious life,

Many twrn from cards, dancing, elgareties, the movies, and
other prevailing evils for a time, but unless the soul has been
really awakemed to the deadly, malignant mnature of these
viees, the experience will not be lasting. There must bhe
genuine, heartfelt repentance and open confession and re-
nuneiation of every known sin. So long as any sin is re-
garded with the least degree of allowanee or toleration, the
victorious life can be only a theory.

The Need of a Saviour
MRS, E, ¢ WHITE

It is impossible for us, of ourselves, to escape from the pit
of sin in which we are sunken. Our hearts are evil, and we
cannot chsnge them. “Who can bring a clean thing out of
an unclean? not one”

“The carnal mind is emmity against God: for it is mot
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.” Education,
enlture, the exercise of the will, human effort, all have their
proper sphere, but here they are powerless. They may produce
an outward correctness of behavior, but they eamnot change
the heart; they eannot purify the springs of life, There must
be a power working from within, a new life from above, before
men can be changed from sin to holiness. That power is
Chyist. His grace alome can ¢uicken the lifeless faeculties
of the soul, and attract it to God, to holiness.

The Saviour said, “ Except a man he born from above/”
unless he shall receive a mew heart, new desires, purposes,
and motives, leading to 2 new life, “he cannot sece the
kingdom of ©od.” The ides that it is necessary only to de-
velop the good that exists in man by nature, is s fatal decep-
tion, “ The natural man received not the things of the Spirit
of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither ean he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned
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“ Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be borz again.”
Of Chrigt it is written, “In Mim was life; and the life was
the light of men,”— the only “ name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved.”

It is net enough to perceive the loving-kindness of God, to
see the benevolence, the fatherly tenderness, of His charactsr.
It is ndt enough to diseern the wisdom and justice of His law,
to see that it is founded upon the eternal principle of love.
Paul the apostle saw all this when he exclaimed, “T consent
unto the law that it is good.” ¢ The law is holy, and the
commandment holy, and just, and geod.” But he. added, in
the bitterness of his soul-anguish and despair, “¥ am ecarnal,
gold vnder gin” He longed for the purity, the righteousnass,
to which in himgelf he was powerless to attain, and eried out,
“ 0 wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from this
body of death?” Such ig the ery that has gone up from
burdened hearts in all lands and in all ages. Te all, there
is but one answer, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world.”

Many are the figures by which the Spirit of God has gought
to illustrate this truth, and make it plain to souls fhat long
to be freed from the burden of guilt, 'When, after his sin in
deceiving Hszau, Jacob fled from his father’s home, he was
weighed down with a sense of guilt. Lomely and outdast as he
was, separated from all that had madslife dear, the one thought
that above all others pressed wpon his soul, was the fear that
his sin had eut him off from God, that he was forsaken of
In sadness he lay down to rest on the bare earth,
around him, only the lonely hills, and above, the heaveng bright
with stars. As he slept, a strange light broke upon his
vision; and lo, from the plain on which he lay, vast shadowy
stairs scemed to lead upward to the very gates of heaven, and
upon them angels of God were passing up and down; while
from the glory above, the divine voice was heard in a mes-
sage of comfort and hope. Thus was made known to Jacob
that which met the nsed and longing of his soul,— a Saviour.
With joy and gratitude he saw revealed a way by which ho,
a sinner, could be restored to communion with God, The
mystie ladder of his dream represented Jssus, the only medium
of communication between God and man.

This is the same Sigure to which Christ referred in Hig con-
versation with Nathanael, when He sald, “ 'Ye ghall see heaven
open, and the angels of God aseending and descending upon
the Son of man.” Tn the apostasy, man glienated himself from
God; earth was cut off from heaven, Across the gulf that
lay batween, there coyld be no communion, Buf through
Christ, earth is again linked with heaver. With His own
merits, Christ hag bridged the gulf which sin had made, so
that the ministering angsls can hold communion with men.
Christ conmsets fallen men in his weakness and helplessness
with the Spurce of infinite power,

But in vain are men’s dreams of progress, in vain all efforte
for the uplifting of humanity, if they neglect the one source
of hops and help for the fallen race, “Every good gift and
,every perfect gift? is from God. There is no trus excel-
lence of character apart from Him., And the only way to
God is Christ, He says, “T am the way, the trutk, and the
Tife: no man eometh unto the Father, but by Me.”—* Steps to
Chyrist)” pp. 18-81, pockel edition.

Monday, March 17
Salvation Only Through Christ

I. 8. JAMES.

Tue fall of man, through sin, plunged the human rage into
rain and misery; with no hope of life beyond the present.
Through disobedience, man uot ouly brought sgin upon the
whole human family (Rom. 5: 18, 19), Tmt he was driven
from his home in Bden (Gen. 3:24), and his hope of cternal
life was taken away (Eph, 2: 12), From this eondition he Was
utterly helplees to save himself. A saviowr mmst be provided,
and this Savieur is pointed out by writers in both the Old and
the Now Teatament.

Isaiah gpeaks thus of Him: “ Look unto Me, and be ye saved,

all the ends of the earth? for I am God, and there is none else.”

“T, even I, am the Lord; and besids Me there iz no Saviour.”
Tsa. 45: 22; 43: 11. TIn the Neow Testament the apostle Peter
speaky of the same Saviour affer this manner: “ Neither is
thero salvation in any other: for there is nobe other name
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”

- Acts 4 12,

The name “Baviour * is but another name for “ Redeemar,”
The work of salvation, or redemption, must be performed by
one who has power to create, for the work of redemption jg a .
work of re-creation, TUnder g senss of sin and wnworthiness,
David eried out, “ Create in me a glean heart, O God; and
renew gz right spirit within me” Pg 51: 10, Thig could be
dose only by Him who had the power fo make man upright
and pure in the beginning. This wonderful truth was voieed
through IYsaiah, in chapter Horty-three, verge one, where the
Qreator and Redeemer are spoken of as one and the same.
There are other references in the 014 Testament in which the
Creator is recognized as the Lord, or Ssmour, of Wh.‘lch Isaiah
40: 28 iy an sxample,

Thig was likewise understood by writers in the New Testa-
ment, for in speaking of the Baviour, they recognize Him as
having been with the Father in the beginning, and who, with
the Tather, made all things, (Bee such references as John
1:1-8; Col. 1: 14-17; Heb. 1:10.) Not only did the Baviour
work with the Father in the beginning in greating all things,
but by His pewer all things are held together and kept in per-
feet harmony. Heb. 1: 3." The vast universe, with its unnum-
bered worlds, all moving in perfect order, are under His eon-
trol and direction. The life we mow enjoy, with all its bless-
ings, comes from Him, Aects 7:28.

But in order to be an all-suffieiont Saviour of fallen man,
it was necessary for the Creator to take upen Himself a nature
like unto that of those whom He was to save and fo place
Himself under like conditions in this world, Heh, 2: 14, 15;
Phil. 2: 6-8. This He did when He was born 2 member of
the human family in Bethlehem of Judea. Xis mission in this
world was signified in the name which the angel, before His-
birth, announced that He should bear: “Thou shalt call His
name Jesus: for He shall gave Hig peopls from their sing”
Matt, 1:21, He did not come as a mighty angel from
heaven, or as some supernatural being, but as a frail, finite,
human being (Feb, 2:16, 17), who was ever afterward to
besr the name, “ Son of man” Matt, 16: 13,

Josus, the Son of God, the Creator of all things, lived as
we all must live in this world, was subject to its temptations,
trials, and sorrows, bore -its confliets with SBatan, suffered death
at bis hands, and was raised triumphant from the grave. All
this was that He might leave us an example to follow m
His footstops, 1 Poter 2: 21,

But He did more than live a human life in the flash, He
lived g life without sin (1 Peter 2:22; Heb. 4: 15), and upon
Him was laid the guilt of all pur tranggressions (Isa, 53: 6, 11).
He whoe “kuew no sin?” was made to be sin in our behalf,
“that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.”
2 Cor. 5: 21, T& is in this say that God is able to reconcile
us unto Himself. 2 Cor. 5: 18, 19,

In order that we may share in the salvation which is pro-
vided in Christ, we must believe Him to be our Bavieur (¥eb.
11: 6); accept Him as our substibute for sin (1 Cor, 15:3);
ropent of and confess all, our transgressions (Acts 3:19;
1 John 1:9, first part); belleve that He pardoms and blots
out all our past sing (1 John 1: 9; Isa, 44: 22; Mieah 7:19);
and that <o long as we walk by faith, and trust in His keeping
power, He clothes us with His own righteousness and acegunts
us as righteous before the Father (Aets 13: 39; Titus 3: 4-7).

What to De with Doubt
¢. A. HOLT

TaE best treatment of doubt is preventlon, But it is
hard to fortify oneself without being enlightened. That is
why armies have seouts and spies, One should know what it
is he prepares to fight, and the strength and number of the
forces he can summon to his own aid,

First, then, what is doubt? Is it the depression that some-
times comes to most of us, when the nerve foree is low and
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life seems a sort of wearisome and uninviting pussle, when
the sun is too hot- or too cold in the sky, and birds have a
¢rack in their nofes, and friends seem Iukewarm and God not
so clope as in more buoyant moments, and we are tempted to
wonder whether there is a purpose to anything, and wmost of
all to our being in the world? If this is doubt, one of the first

.steps in prevention is the building up of a physical reserve

and employment in some absorbing, unselfish work to keep our
minds off ourselves. Or if this: program is impossible, we
should at least recognize our nervous lmitations in the
formula that is thrust upon us, and not become discouraged
beeause our vitality is not always on tiptoe.

Or is doubt an inquisitive condition of mind that has got
lost in a jungle of questions? If so, the best prevention is to
settle upon some fixed and absolutely eertajin ground to come
back to, before venturing jn, If this has not been done and we
are already lost, the way out is to give our first attention to
taking bearings and finding some watereourse to follow down.
The trouble with most lost minds is that they are too impatient
to do this. They find it move fascinating to seamper from one
question te another. They track in circles, and stumbie deeper
and deeper into the maze, This would not hefall them if they
would go constructively about the business of following out
some positive and unquestioned line of truth, associaling
other truths with it, and making a pastime rather that an ce-
cupation out of exeursions into the speenlative and uncertain,

Or ig doubt a distrust of God and an uncerfainty of His
forgiveness, His love, and His power to keep? If this is it,
there are two measures to be taken as preventives. The first
is to make absolufely certain of our standing with God and
This we can accomplish
only by earnest, self-searching prayer, and meditation. We
should de this in moments when we are not assailed with
doubt., Our devotions are liable fo he too introspective if
given thiz turn when guestions threaten to umsettls our con-
fidence. At such fimes we should be fortified with the as-
suranee that fhe question of forgiveness and aceeptance has
already been settled, and is not to be reopgned. Rather than
examining our standing, we should declare it. The strength
to vanish doubt which this certainty of experience will give,
is inealeulable. There is nothing that ean take its place.-

The gecond measure is to gtore the mind with the multiplied
declarations of everlasting love and care which God has placed
for us in His Holy Word. Has He not said, “I have loved
thee with an everlasting love: therefore with loving-kindness
have I dyawn thee??” Jer, 81: 3. How can we doubt, believing
this? There is no room for doubt to enter when the mind
dwells upon the promise.

And dces He not say, “The mountains shall depart, and
the hills be Temoved; but My kindnesg shall not depart from
thee, meither shall the covenant of My peace be removed,
gaith the Lord that hath merey on thee”$ Tsa. 54: 10,

“Tn righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be
far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear: and from terror;
for it shall not eome nigh thee.”” Isa, 54:14. “ Ineline your
ear, and come unto Me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I
will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the surs
mercies of David.” Isa. 55: 8.

These are God’s words, They are what He says to you and
te me. If we make them the daily foed of our thoughts, how
can doubt assail us? .

“ For,” says the Lord, concerning this sustaining ministry
of His word to the soul, “as the rain cometh down, and the
snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth
the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give
seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: so shall My word
he that goeth forth from My mouth: it shall not return unto
Me void, but it shall aceomplish that which I pleage, and it ghall
prosper in the thing whereto T sent it Isa, 55:10; 11

And though the next verses have an applieation to the new
earth, they express also fhe fruitful experience of the heart
into which this Living Word has entered: “¥e shall go out
with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountaing and
the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all
the trees of the field shall clap their hands. TInstead of the
thorn shall eome up the fir tree, and instend of the brier shall
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come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the Lord for a
name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cun off.”
Verses 12, 13,

T

Tuesday, March 18

The Certainty of Christian Experience
¢. A. HOLT

1, THERE is a cerfainiy about the things of the gospel,
and much of the labor of the apostles was aimed at getting
the believer to sense this. Tuke 1:3, 4; 1 John 1:1-8,

2. Bin is real, and besets every one of us, Rom. 3:9, 23;
1 John 1: 10,

3. The fight with sin is a genuine fight. 1 Peter 5: 8, 9;

"Eph. 6: 11, 12,

4. Just as rveal ag sin and more powerful is God’s provision
for deliverance in Christ. Gen, 3: 15; Rom. 5: 17-19.

5. Jesus eame to earth in visible, tangible formn, not as a
spirit, so there can be no uncertainty sbout the appesrance of
the promised seed. John 1:14; -Gal. 4:4, 5; 1 John 4: 14,

6. In the flesh He vanquished all our foes. Heh, 2: 14, 15;
1 John 3: &, 8; 1 Cor, 15: 57,

- 7. He is ever with us in the person of His Spirit.
28:20; John 16: 7.

8. By this Spirit we are led by very definite steps to God.

@. He conviets of sin. John 16: 8,

b. Through Him Geod calls for repentance. Aets 17: 30,

¢. When we repent and confess our sins, God forgives.
1 John 1: 9.

‘9. God, who delivers us from gin, is pledged to keep us.
2 Thess. 3; 3; Jude 24.

_ 10. The Holy Spirit leads us into the fulness of experience
with Christ., John 16: 13, 14,

11. The steps of Christian growth are quite as definite as
those leading fo Goed. 2 Peter 1:3-11. (Reflect upon the
steps named here and the pesitive promises at the end.) -

12, The Spirit-filled life is fruitful in all Christian graces.
Gal. §: 22, 28. ’

13, It is by virtue of Christ within that we have this fruit.
ful, abounding life. 1 John 5: 11,718,

14, Fortified by experience that confirms our faith, woe have
full agserance, Tsa. 32: 17,

15. We are admonighed, therefore, to hold fast our confidonce
in the certainties of the spiritual life. Heb. 10: 35,

Matt.

How to Exercise Faith
MEADE MACG GUIRE

It is possible fo present the theery of the new birth without
making the way of rvoalization plain and simple. The spirit
of prophecy says in ihe book “ Education,” “ How to exercise
faith should be made very plain.” — Page £53. Many depend
lavgely upon feeling, and to them victory is impossible, for
vietory is all of faith.

Nothing eould be clearer than the way this is presented in
“Steps fo Christ; 7

“You are a sinner. You canunot atone for your past sins,

you cannof change your heart, and make yousself holy. But

God promises to do all this for you through Christ. You be
lieve that promise, you confess your sing, and give yourself to
God. You will to gerve Him. Just as surely as you do this,
God will fulfill His word to you. If you believe the promise,—
beHeve that you are forgiven and cleansed,— God supplies the
faet; you are made whole, just as Christ gave the paralytie
power to walk when the man believed that he was healed. It
4s 80 if you believe it, Do not wait to feel that you are made
whole, but say, ‘I believe it; it 4s so, not hecause I feel it
but because God has promised.” , . . Throngh this simple act o
believing God, the Holy Spirit has begotten a new life in your
heart. You are as a child born into the family of God, and He
loves you as He loves His Son.”-— Pages 55, 56.

Those who grasp the simplicity of veceiving pardon for sin

© and justification from its condemnation by this simple act of

faith, should now be able to see that deliverance from the power
and dominion of sin is received in exactly the same manner.
Christ promises pardon. Confess your sins, and believe, and
you are forgiven. He also promises deliverance, Receive
Him, 'and claim freedom. It ds o if you believe it. *“ This is
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the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.” 1 John .

5: 4,

It is possible to have vistory over some habitual sin, or
even many sins, and yet not have victory over “ the last one.”
It i8 hardly necessary to say that no such thing as complete
victory can be expected unless one utterly and from his heart
renounces every kuown sin, It is also necesgary so to hate
sin that we turn firmly away from every théught or aet which
we know leads to sin or results in gin.

“ Real piet% beging when all compromise with sin iz at an
end. ., . . Yielding to temptation begins in permifting the
mind to waver; to be ineonstant in your trust in God"—* The
Mount of Blessing,” pp. 136, 137.

We need to remember that while Christ won the victory for
ug onee for all, we can have complete vietory only as we ap-
propriate it by faith day by day and moment by moment.

The temptations of the enemy, the natural inclinations of
our bodies deeply marked by hereditary temdencies and actual
practice of sin, we must meet each moment. To yield to Christ
instead of to our sinful nature, to appropriate His victory
instead of trying: to win ours, ars a constant and often fierce
battle, but it is through this conflict that character iz developed.

We must remember that while the vietory is already wom by
Christ, there ig a very real eomflict on our part. His vietory
cannot be appropriated until our self-will and self-effort are
surrendered. Self wages a continnal warfare aganst the king-
ship of Christ in the Bfe, It ix this eontinual denying of self,
or erucifixion of the flash and choosing the will of God, that
results in the development of a Christlike life.

“A noble, all-round charaeter is net inkherited. It does not
come to us by accident, A noble eharacter is eathed by in-
dividual effort through the merits and graee of Christ. God
gives the talents, the powors of the mind; we form the char-
aster, It is formed by hard, stern battles with self. Conflict
afier conflict must be waged againgt hereditary tendencies. We
shall have to ecriticise ourselves closely, and allow not one
unfavorable trait to remain uneorrected.”—* Christ's Object
Lessons” p. 331.

“Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For
it is God which worketh in you beth to will and to do of His
good pleasure,” Phik 2:12, 13,

But sinee the vietorious Iife is lived entirely by faith, it-does
not mean that there is ne growth nor progress. The repentant
ginner, at his conversion, is accepted in Jesus by faith, and his
ging are forgiven; but his Christian life ripons into deeper
and fuller experience in the things of God, As the battle with
self develops completé surrender to the will of God, known
sius are remounced, giving richer assuranecs and confidence in
the Lord.

“The germination of the seed represents the beginning of
spiritual life, and the development of the plant, is a beauatiful
figure of Christian growth., As in nature, so in grace; there ¢an
be np life without growth. The plant must either grow or die.
As itg growth is silent and impereeptible, but eontinuous, so is

" the development of the Christian Lfe. At every stage of de-
velopment our life may be perfect; yet if God’s purpose for us
is fulfilled, there will be continual advancoment. Sanetification
is the work of a lifetime.”— Christ’s Object Lessons” p. 64,

When manu sinned and becams g slave to evil, it was evident
that Ite could never free himself, Sin had become his nature,
and sin could never overcome sin, It was for this very reason
that Christ came in human flesh to win the vietery in man and
for man that man ectld never gain for himself.

Having obtained victory for us, it is certain that He does not

* expect us to do what He has already dome for us. It is

equally certain that He does wnot impart His vietory apart
from Himself. There is no vietory apart fram the person of
the Victor. We are to open the door and let the Vietor in.

“ Thanks be unte God, which always causeth us to triumph

in Christ.” 2 Cor. 2: 14, Christ is in every one of His disciples.

“ Know yve not your own selves, how that Jesus is in you, ex-

copt v& be reprobatesy”? 2 Cor, 13: 5. Yet even after we ae-
eept Christ, there will not be continuous victory umless the will
is continmally yielded to Him. This is the supreme secret of
the vietorious life. TLet us sum it up in four statements:

We are to renounce every known sin.

We are to open the leart and Iet Christ in, and them con-
stantly recognize His presence.

We must yield our own will every moment to Him,
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We must claim His vietory by faith, and reckon ourselves
safe in His keeping. : .

These being true, vietory is not a matter of growth, educa-
tlon, or evolution, but of faith, and is ours the moment we

.meet the eonditions and thank God for deliveranee and free-

dom in Christ,

“ By His perfect obedience He has made it possible for every
human heing to obey God’s eommandments, When we submit
ourselves to Christ, the heart is united with His heart, the
will is merged in His will, the mind becomes one with His
mind, the thoughts are brought inte captivity to Him; we live
His life, This ie what it means to be clothed with the garment
of Hig righteousness.” — “ Christ’s Object Lessons,” p. 318.

Wednesday, March 19

The Foundation of Experience
d. K, MEYERS

As ‘one has so well stated, “ The Bible does mot exhort or
instruct from the stamdpoint of superior human wisdom or in-
tolligence, but its authority is based on a ‘Thus saith the
Lord.!"” "Therefore the only source from which the divine will
and way ean be ascertained ig through the Bible. Thus through
all time to all men it had carried the divine plan and program.

The thing that fundamentally constitutes a Christian life is
an experience, so ripe in the things of God that the divine
attributes are manifest in the life, The perfect life to pattern
after is the life of Christ, '

Col. 2: 6, 7: To walk in Christ is to be rooted and built up
in Him, .

Luke 6:48: The wise dig deep till they find the sure foun-
dation, But Christ is revealed through the Word of God.

John 5: 39: The Word testifies of Christ,

John 1:14: The Word reveals grace and truth.

2 Tim. 1: 9, 10: The gospel that ths Word contains hrings
to light life and immortality.

The realities of an eternal world como within the grasp of
man as through the study of and belief in the Word of God he
builds by faith upon the unseen, The Christian must have
unshaken faith in the untried and unnknown, for only in this
way can he follow tho leadership of the eternal God.

John 1:16: The Word so fully reveals Christ that we re-
ceive a full measure of His overcoming grace, thus getting
vietory over every sin,

Phil, 4:13: 'To have the Christ of the Word iz to have
achievement in God.

“The leaven hidden in tho flowr works invisibly to bring
the whole mass under its leavering process; so the leaven of
truth works secretly, silently, steadily, to transform the soul.
The natural inelinations are softened and subdued. New
thought, new feelings, new motives are implanted. A new
standard of character is set up — the life of Christ. The mind
is changed; the faenlties are aroused to action in new limes.
Man ig not endowed with new faculties, but the faeulties he
has ars sanctified. The conseience is awakened. We are en-
dowed with traits of character that enable us to do service for
God.”— Christ’s Object Lessons,” pp. 98, 99.

We need to cultivate the desire for the reading of God’s
Word, B

“The oftener and more diligently you peruse the Serip-
tures, the more beautiful will they appear, and the less relish
will you have for light reading. The daily study of the Serip-
tures will have a sanctifying influence upon the mind, You
will breathe a heavenly atmosphere, Bind this preeious Velume
to your hearts, It will prove to you @ friend and guide in
perplexity.” — « Testimonies, Vol. I, p. 242,

“If the people of God would appreciate His Word, we
ghould have a heaven in the church here helow. Christiansg
would be eager, hungry, to search the Word, They would be
anxious te compare seripture with scripture, and to meditate
upon the Word, They would bhe more eager for the light of
the Word than for the morning paper, magazines, or novels.
«+. And as g result, their lives would be eonformed to the
prineiples and promises of ths Word.,”— Id., Vol. VIII, p. 193.

“ Those who will put on the whole armor of God, and devote
gome time every day to meditation and prayer, and to the
study of the Beriptures, will be conneeted with heaven, and
will have a saving, transforming influence upon these around
them, Great thoughts, neble aspiratioms, clear perceptions of
truth snd duty to God, will be theirs. They will he yearning
for purity, for Tight, for love, for all the graces of heaveni
birth."— Id, Vol. ¥, p, 112.
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The Privilege of Prayer
. H. T. ELLIOTT
1. How does the spixit of prophecy explain the nature of

prayet?

“ Prayer ig the opening of the heart to God as to a friend.
Not that it is necessary, in order to make known to God what
we are, but in order to enable ms to receive Him. Prayer
does not bring God down to us, but brings us up to Him,” —
“ Steps to Christ)” p. 93, pockel edition.

2. How does prayer touch heaven’s resources?

“ Why should the sons and daughters of God be reluetant
to pray, when prayer is the key in the hand of faith to unlock
heaven’s storehouse, where are tyessured the boundiess re-
gources of Omnipotence? ” — id., pp. 94, 95.

3. What is prayer said to be?

“We ghonld pray in the family ecirde; and above all we
must not neglect secret prayer; for this i the life of the soul.
It is impossibie for the soul to flourish while prayer is neg-
lected.” — Id., p. 98.

“ Do not negleet geeret prayer, for it is the soul of religion,
With earnest, fervent prayer, plead for purity of soul” —
“ Testimonies,” Vol. 1, p. 163. ‘

4. How do the angels regard their communion with God

“The angels love to bow before God; they love to be near
Him. They regard communion with Gogd ag their highest joy;
and yet the children of earth, who need so much the heip that
God only can give, seem satisfied to walk -without the light of
His Spirit, the companionship of His presehce.”” —* Steps to
Christy,” p. 94, pocket edition. _

5. What assuranco is given to those weak in faith?

“ Not one sincers prayer is lost.
celestial ehoir, God hears the cries of the weakest human
heing.” — “ Christ’s Object Lessons,” p. 174. )

“T saw that if we de not feel immediale answers to our
prayers, we should hold fast our faith, not allowing distrust
fo come in, for that will separate us from God. If our faith
wavers, we shall receive nothing from Him., Our confidence in
God should be strong; and when we need it most, the blessing
will £all upor us like a shower of Tain. . . .

“Tt was represented to me like children asking. a blessing
of their earthly parents who lpve them. They ask something
that the parent knows will hurt them; the parvenmt gives them
the things that: will be good and healthful for them, in the
place of that which they desired. I saw that every prayer
which is sent up in faith from an honest heart, will he heard
of God and answered, and the ome that sent up the petition
will have the blessing when he necds it most, and it witl often
exceed his expectations. Not a prayer of a tree saint is lost
if sent up in faith, from an honest heart.”—* Testimonies,”
Vol. I, p. 121. '

6, What eiffeet does prayer have on the hosts of Satan?

“Qur Saviour ligtens to the sarnest prayer of faith. ..,
Satan cannot endure to have his powerful rival appealed to,
for he fears and trembles before His strength and majesty.
At the sound of fervent prayer, Satan’s whole host trembles.”

~—1Id., p. 846.
7. What relation does our daily living sustain to ouwr
prayers$?

“Pray in faith, And be sure to bring your lives into har-
mony with your petitions, that you may receive the biessings
for whieh you pray.” — Id.,, Vol. VII, p. 274.

8. What is the result of neglect of prayer?

“ The darkness of the evil one incloges those who negleet to
pray.” — “ Steps to Christ)” p. 94, pocket edition.

9. What are some condifions of answered prayer?

“There are certain conditions upon whieh we may expeet
that God will bear and answer our prayers. Ome of the first of
these is that we feel our need of help from Him.”"— Id., p. 95.

“ If we regard iniquity in our hearts, if we eling to any known
gin, the Lord will not hear ug; but the prayes of the penitent,
eontrite goul is always aceepted,”— Ibid.

“ Another element of prevailing prayer is faith”” —Id., p. 96,

“If we take counsel with our doubts and fears, or try to
solve everything that we cannot see clearly, before we have
faith, perplexities will increase and deepen. . . . We may
have ne remarkable evidenee at the time that the "face of
our Redeemer is hending over us in compassion and love; but
this is even so. We may not feel His visible toueh, but His
hand is upon us in leve and pitying tenderness.” — Id., p. 97.

“ When we come to ask mercy and blesging from God, we
ghould have @ spirit of love and forgiveness in oux own hearts.”
—Ibid,

“ Perseverance in prayer hhs been made a condition of re-
celving. We must pray always, if we would grow in faith
and experienee.” — Ibid,

10. What shall be the burden of our prayers?

’ For Ourselves

“ Create in me o clean heart, O God; and renew = vight
pirit within me.

Amid the anthems of the |

“Cast me not away from Thy presence; and fake not Thy
Holy Spirit from me” Ps. 51:10, 11.
For Others
“If any man see his brother sin a sin which i# not unto
death, he shall ask, and He shall give him 1ife for them that
gin not unto death. There is a #in unto death: T do not say
that he shall pray for it.” 1 John 5: 16,
For Our Fnemies

“I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse
you, do good to them that hate yom, and pray for them which
despitefuily use youw, and persecute you.” Matt, 5; 44.

Thursday, March 20

Repentance and Confession
U. ¥. WILOOX

Im has been truly said that the lack of our age is a convie-
tion of sin. Young people and oider people have apparently
to a large extent forgotten the procepts of the law of God;
they do not worty over ping committed, nor are they greatly
concerned in their presumption on God’s grace and merey in
continuing in known ginning. There is need today for the cry
that Jonah made to the ginning city of Nineveh to repent. We
are all called to repentance. “T came not to call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance,” Jesus says in Luke 5: 32,

1. Who awakens the soul to a senge of its sinful condition?

John 16:8 says that “ when He [the Comforter] is come,
He will reprove [ convince,” margin] the world of sin.”

2. How do we Tecognize our sinfulness?

“You who in heart long for something better than this
world can give, recognize this longing as the voice of God to
your soul. Ask Iim to give you repentance, to reveal Christ
to you in His infinite love, in Mis perfect purity. In the
Saviour's life the principles of God’s law-—love to God and
mar — were perfeelly eoxemplified. Benevolence, unselfish
love, wag the life of Hig goul. Tt ig as we behold Him, as the
Iight from our Saviour falls upon us, that.we s¢e the sinful-
ness of our own hearts” - Steps to Christ,” p. 28, pocket
cdution, .

3. When should one repent?

“1f you see your sinfulness, do not wait to make yourself
better. How many there are who think they are not good
enough to come to Christ. Do you expect to become better
through your own efforts? ‘COan the Ethiopian change his
skin, or the leopard his spots? them may ye aise do good, that
are accnstomed to do evil’ There is help for us only in God.

- We must not wait for stronger persuasions, for better oppor-

tunities, or for holier tempers. We can do nothing of our-
gelves. We must come fo Christ just as we ave” —Id., p. 31.

4. What ig the attitude of the fruly repentant?

Tree repentance means more than merely being sorry, as a
man who is eaught in his sin. It ‘meams a gennine sorrow of
heart on the part of the simner for the sin that brought the
disgrace upon him. With David the truly repentant sinmer
will say, “I will declare mine iniquity; I will be sorry for my
gin”  Ps. 38:18,

5. What follows true repenrtanee?

We must not only repent, but we must confess, In I John
1:9 therc is a definite promise made to those who will con-
fess our sins: “If we confess our gins, He is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleamse us from all un-
righteomsness”” It is-alse true that the confegsing of ewil
and the turning away from it will bring real blessing. % He
that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth
and forsaketh them shall have merey.” Prov. 28: 13.

6. How definite should we be in confessing our sins?

“ It shall be, when he shall be guilty in one of these things,
that he shall confess that he hath sinned in that thing” ILev.
5:5. TIn “8teps to Chrigt” we read:  True confession is
always of a specifie character, and acknowledges particular sins.
They may be of such a nature as to be brought before God only;
they may be wrongs that should he confessed to individuals
who have suffered injury through them; or they may be of a
public charaecter, and shovld then be as publicly confessed.
But all eonfeasion should be definite and to the point, acknowi-
edging the very sing of which you are guilty.” — Page 38.

7. When David eonfessed hiz sing, what did Goed do?

“T acknowledged my sin unto Thee, and mine iniquity have
T not hid. T said, T will confess my transgressions unto the
Lord; and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sm.” Ps. 32:5,

8. What is God ready to do for all who seek forgivemess?

« For Thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive.” Ps.
86: 8, % He will abundantly parden” TIsa. 55:7.

9. What example of God’s love and mercy is given?

In the parable, the prodigal son had repentance and went
home to confess; and hig father, seeing him a great way off,
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“had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed
hira.” Luke 15: 20. In that same chapter wo read (verss 10),
“ There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over ome
ginner that repenteth.”

T0. What other examples have been  written for our ad-
monition? i

The story of how John the Baptist preached, and how he
exhortad men to confess and forsake their sing, is ours to comn-
template as a lesson in method of work and in pointing out
the Important steps in Christian living, There is also the
story of the work of the apostles in Ephssus, where the her
leving showed their sinecrity by their repentance, The record
is, “ Many that beligved came and eonfessed, and showed their
deeds, Many of them also which used eurious arts’ brought
their books together, and burned them before all men.” Acts
19: 18, 19, How many teday would destroy their wrong books,
and permit the searching fire of the Spirit to burn out the dross
of the life? Then they might enjoy the freedom of forgive-
ness ani victory:

11, ‘What is the effect of cherlshing one special sin?

“ fyen one wrong trait of charaeter, one sinful desire, per-
gistently chevished, will eventually neutralize all the power of
the gospel, Xvery sinful indulgenes strengthens the soul’s aver-
gion to God, The man who manifests an infidel bardibood, or
a stolid indifforence to divine truth, is but reaping the harvest
of that which he hag himsclf sown. In all the Bible there is

"not a more fearful warning against trifling with evil than the
words of the wise man, that the sinner ¢shall be holden with
the cords of his sing.’ ”? — Id., p. 84.

Weo are sorry for sin, we would have forgiveness, but all
too often we cherish some gpecial sin. When Mahmud, the
great Mohammedan condueror of India, had taken one of the
cities of Gujarat, he proceeded, as was his custom, to destroy
the idols, There was one in the prineipal temple, fifteen feet
in height, an ugly thing, which the priests and devotees be-
sought him to spare. “ Break the others,” they entreated, ¢ but
loave us this one. 8es, it has no beauty” But he wasg deaf
to their entreaties, and seizing a mallet, he struck it one blow,
when to his amazement there rained down at his feet a ghower
of géms and pearls — treasures of fapulous value that the
erafty priests had hidden within {t. Belf is an ugly idol, and
many of us plead for it to be spared us; but it holds the hidden
treasures of our life, which ought to flow down al the feet of
the conquering Savieur.

Let us give ourselves wholly. ¢ Blessed is he whose trans-
gression is forgiven, whose sin iy eovered. Blessed is the man
mto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whose
spirit there iz no guile.” Ps 32:1, 2,

The Christian’s Service
H, C. WHITE

PrErgoNaL gervice, rendered by young men and women who

have sensed their own personal needs, is that which the world
needs today. In His condeseending graee the Lord has or-
dained that He will work in ce-operation with His servants;
but He will not work in eonjunetion with His enemies. There
must be reconciliation first, for it is still true that the # carnal
mind is enmity againsi (tod: for it is not subjeet to the law
of God” Rom. 8:7. We must not lower the standard by
assumihg that it is wollnigh an honor to the eause of Christ
when one who bhas a promising future dedicates his life to the
One who redeemed it. The surrendered soul will realize that
he is not hero to seek the world’s patronage in the acceptation
of his privileges which come to him as an ambassador of Jesus
Chrigt,
" When as individuals we have been reeonciled to God, we
hecome partakers of His divine nature, and possesdors of that
for which the human lheart craves, In turn it hecomes ineum-
bent upon us to pass on to others this “ good news.” Tt was
Hudson Taylor whe wrote: “Let us feel that everything out-
side the sufficiency of Chrigt is only helpful in the measure in
which it enables us to bring the soul to Him, If we get the
idea that pecple are going to he converted by some educational
proeess, instead of by a regemerative re-creation, it will he a
yrofound mistake. Let us exalt the glorious gospel in our
hearts, and believe that it is the glorious gospel unte salva-
tion. Let everything else sit a¢ ity fest., We shall never be
digseouraged if we realize that Christ is our sufficlency. What
is the object of being apprenticed to a builder but to learn to
build? What is the outecome of being jomed to the -SBavieur
if we do not learn to save? Though we might ourselves he
saved, should we be Hisg diseiplss indeed?”

“ Learn of Me,” said the great Tmacher. It is an invitation
to learn His meekness, tenderness, and lowliness, There are
the prastical things that are necessary for us to know as we link
up in serviee with Him. All around us are souls perishing for
want of thé bread of lfe. Intellectual greatmess wilk not sup-
ply the want. A deeper ingight info the life of Christ, a
better understanding of the attributes that eharacterized His
life, are necessary in our endeavors to render true service. It
means the giving of our hearts fo Him. “My son, give Me
thine heart,” should find an answering call in our lives, sur-
rendered in service to Him. ¥ You are to give all,—your
heart, your will, your service,— give yourself to Him to ohey
all His requirements; and you must fake all,— Chrigf, the
fulness of all blessing, to abide in your heart, to be your
strength, your righteousness, your everlasting helper,—1o give
you power to obey.” .

Love finds satisfaction in service. Doimg something for the
Master and something for those around ua brings peade to the
soul, The sphere of service will be dictated to the one who
desires to serve by the Holy Spirit dwelling in the life, “ divid-
ing to every man severally as He will” We need to becoms
conversant with God’s choiee £or ug, then aceopt His choles as
the best for our lves. The great ambifion of the life will be
not only to open doors of serviec, but to enter already open
doors in loving ministration and faithfulness. It is well always
to remember that God has a plan thought out for each life.
Our part is to accept God’s plan for us. God knows best what
needs to be done, and our part is to submit ourselves for the
outworking of His divine will.

“ Just where you stand in the conflict,
That is your place;
Just where you think you are useless,
Hide not your face.

“ God placed you there for a purpose,
Whatever it be;
Think He has chosen it for you,

Work loyally.” \

. The true motive in service was exemplified in the life of
Christ while He lived here upon earth, Never did He render
stinted service, IIis work was not measured by time periods.
Hig life offers to us the trne nobility of service.

“ Christ, in ¥lig life om ocarth, made no plans for Himself,

" He aceepted God's plan for Him, and day by day the Father

unfolded His plans. So should we depend upon God, that our
lives may be the simple outworking of His will” —“ The
Ministry of Healing,” p. 479.

One of the supreme desires of His life was to give serviee
actuated by the great motive of love. He wag able to do this,
because His life was in complete submission to the will of His
Father, Mark His work among the children, His own diseiples,
the sick and the hereaved, the great erowds that gathered to
hear Him speak, when faced by His false accusers in the judg-
ment hall, and when bearing His eross on the way to Calvary.
Her was willing to suffer a eruel death for cur sake. In it all
we cannot but see that a singleness of purpose —a desire to
see souls saved — was ever uppermost in His life, In the vicis-
situdes of life, with strong crying and tsars, He sent His
petitions to heaven. To Christ, prayer was in truth the breath
of the soul. His life is indeed worthy of emulation. To every
young man and woman in the ranks of God’s. pecple today
He says, “ T have given you an example, that ye should do as
I have done,”

“The love of Christ said Paul, “constraineth us.” This
wag the sctuating prineiple of his eonduet; it was his motive
power. It is the motto of the Missionary Volunteer movement,
No higher motive can aetuate the lives of young people today.
‘What a mighty foree for good and the uplift of humanity such
an army must necessarily bel ;

There was a great vitalizing foree in the service rendered
by Paul. We cateh the secret of it in the admonition he gives
to ug, “ Look not every man on his own things, but every man
also on the things of others,” And when speaking of Christ,
he says: He “made Himself of no reputation, and took upon
Him the form of a servant.” ‘

Could we but consider the amazing sacrifice made. by Christ,
selfishness would disappear from our hearts. We camnot con-
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template this wonderful manifestation of the love of God with-
out having a deep sense of the fact that we are not our own.
A Moaster who was willing to die that we might live, should
indeed be served with pure and unselfish motives. May the
same devotion, the same gelf-denial, the same sacrifies, be
found iIn the life of every Missionary Volunteer.

We need 2 hetter understanding of the world’s great meed,
The call to personal gerviee means just as much today as in the
time when the eall, ¥ Follow Me,” was heard from the Saviour’s
lips. John, Peter, Matthew, and their companions, “left all,
roge up, and followed Him.” Christ never asks us to make
greater gacrifiecs than He Himgelf wag willing to make. “ He
was riek, yot for your sakes He hecame poor, that ye through
Hig poverty might be rich.”’ A wonderful life of personal
gervice was possible boeause of the real personal sacrifies Christ
was willing to make,

It was Robert Morrison who said, T Jesive that God will
station me in that part of the mission field where the diffieulties
are the greatest, and to all human appearance, most insur-
mountahle.”

Nea less worthy of note is the reply of Morrison’s assoeiate,
William Milne, when objections were made to his being accepted
as a missgionary, and it was proposed that he should go out as
an attendant or servant. “I am willing,” was his immediate
and nnhesitating reply, “to be anything so that T may be in
the work. To be a hewer of wood or a drawer of wafer is {oo
great an honor for me when the Lord’s house is building.”

May the same gpirit, “ willing to be anything? in personal
service for the Master, be found in each of us, Then the
question, “ Will the youth who really love Jesus, earry to the
world a knowledge of the erucified and risen Saviour?” will
find its rightful answer,

There is frue joy in service, Matthew Henry said: I
would think it greater happiness to win one soul for Christ, than
to gain mountaing of gold and gilver for myself”’ .

There is “ joy . . . in heaven over one giuner that repenteth,’
Recognizing that the great ohjeetive im persomal work is the
saving of souls, may it indeed be the happy lot of each Mis-
sionary Volunteer to have that true joy which comes inte the
Jlife as we beeome “ workers fogether with Him.” May a
greater intemsify and longing for the conversion of souls be
found among us. :

PR

- Friday, March 21
The Power of Purpose

w. -, LOVELESS

THE power of purpose is second only to the power of God.
A man or woman with a purposé is a man or woman with
power. “Daniel purposed in his heart” ((Dan. 1: 8), and the

" destinies of empires were molded by his purpose. Too often
we are satistled with the story of the mature Daniel triumphanut
over prinees, lords, and monarchs of every realm, forgetting
in our “hero worship ” those humbler days of hia youth, when,
actvated by the Spirit of God, he vowed hiz vow and formed
his purpose, the purpose of serving his God though the heavens
fall—and fall they did.

Pisture if you can that Hebrew boy, with his eompanions,
captives in a heathen land.

“ The faet that they, the worshipers of Jeloval, wers eap-
tives to Babylon; that the vessels of God’s house had been
plaeed in the temple of the gods of Babylon; that the king of
Igrael was himself a prisomer in the hands of the Babylonians,
was boastfully cifed by the vietors ag evidence that their religion
and eustoms were superior to the religion and customs of the
Hebrews "~ Education,” p. 54.

Why, those boasters claimed they had torn Jekovah from His
throne! Daniel would not have been blamed if he had believed
his captors, for he had heen reared in the ghadow of the
temple and tauvght to pray in it and to hold in highest rev-
erence the sanctiby of its chambers, Yet he saw the uvholy
soldiers of the pagan religion profane that sanctwary and its
treasures. Burely the very heavens that Daniel had prayed
to had fallen, and yet khis faith and purpose held him frue,
unwavering in his allegiance fo God. .

Aye, and this is the need of the world today,— men, young
men, men with & purpose.

“Tho greatest want of the world is the want of men,— men
who will not be bought or sold; men who in their inmost souls
are true and honest; men who do not fear fo call sin by its
right name; men whose conseience is a2 true to duty as the
needle to the pole; men who will stand for the right though
the heavens fall”—Jd, p. 7.

This steadfastness to purpose comes not by aeceldent, but
from honesty to prineiple, self-denial, strength of charaeter,
and greatest of all, faith in God.

I ever there was a time when the figurative heavens were
falling, it s today! A fime when men intrusted with ths
holy oracles of God think o change them, not only fo twist
and bend them to suit their own perverted ideas, bul aetually
te change them, cut and slash them, doing away with entire
books, dewying the divinity of Christ, and in every way pro-
faning our spiritual eonceptions, jn their little souls dwarfing
the God that we have prayed to,—in short, bringing heaven
down to earth, rather than raising earth to heaven. Can you
withstand “ philesophy and vain deeeits ”?  Can you “ask,

. nothing wavering”¢ Can you go forward, “mnothing
doubting ”? Never! — without the power of purpose. “A
double-minded man is unstabls in all his ways® “ Cleanse
ydur hands, ye sinmers; and purify your hearts, y§ double-
minded.” ‘

“ Paul,”’— there is a name that is known and reverenced in
every home in Christendom; and linked inseparahly with it are
the imamortal words, “ This one thing I do” But Paul is not
rememhered because he wrote those words, nor are the words
remembered beeavse Paul penned them, hut becanse he .lived
them. Paul wag more then a man of lefters, he was a man
of deeds, and those deeds were forged on the anvil of purpose.

The power of Paul was the power of purpose. “ This one
thing I do” was the ereed of his life, and it made one of the
most effectval lives this world has ever known. O that this
ereed might become fire in your blood, fo rouse you from your
lethargy ere the enemy khas hound you hand and foot! The
greatest erime of young people today is the sin of “ compro-
mige; ” hot an out-and.out’ dencumeing of God, but a weak,
underhanded playing with sin, the cowardly philesophy of
“When in Rome, do as the Romang do.” And today most of
us are living in “ Rome.” We should separate ourselves from
the ones who sit in darkmess, drifting without a purpose. God
ngver intended that you should eease o climh. “No man,
having put his hand to the plow, and locking back, is fit for
the kingdom of God”

“ Keep me from turning back!
My hand is on the plow,—my faltering hand,—
But all in front of me is untilled land,
The wilderness and solitary plaee,
The lonely dssert and its interspace.
What harvest have I buf this paltry grain? .
These dwindling husks? a handful of dry coruf
This poor, lean stalk? My courage is outworn.
The handles of my plow with fears are wet,
The shares with rust are speiled; and yef, and yet,
My God, my God! keep me from tumming back.”

The world has never seen a man with such power of purpose
as the Baviour. The very imprint of His character may he
stamped upon each life. Do not think that becaunse,you have
purposed in your heart to be a Christian, your possibilities of
becoming greaf are limited. * Higher than the highest human
thought can reach iz God’s ideal for His children.”— Bduen-
tion,” p. 18. L ‘

Procragtination is the thief of time. It has caused empires
to fall and the most powerful lives of this world to fail. Today
i yours, tomorrow is God’s to give. Will you not with a
strong determination and power of purposs say, “I will stand,
though the heavens fall, forgeiting the past, and with oune
purpose eleave unto the Lord ¢

A Christian Puarpose
KATHRYN I. JENSEN

Ir we could but.elearly understand that the expression of
our lives day by day is but the expression of our ultimate
purpose, we would not so offen aimlessly ask ourselves the
question, I wonder what I should do in life? The great prob-
lem that eonfromfs each of us is this, How may I today ex-
emplify a Christian purpose?
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There is but one answer. We eannot do it unless we have
seen and known Christ, and wnderstand just a Yitfle of what
guffering and love went into His serviec for others. Only by
that Christ living and abiding in ua, through sueh an experi-
ence, ean we have a Christian purpose,

This inability joyfully or sueceessfully to do that which is
not felt in cur souls, is so aptly ilusirated by the three paint-
ings recently exhibited in the Royal Academy of London by
the great English artist, 8ir William Orpen.

Sir William had agreed to paint three Peace Conference pic-
tures for the Imperial War Museurn. He had completed two,
—one the econference at Quai d’Orgay; the other, the signing
of the Troaty of Vergailles, The third was to represent a
room in the palace of Versailles called the Hall of Peacc. Tt
was arranged with the artist that there sheuld be grouped in
the picture, politicians and generals and admirals who had
won the war. He painted the toom, and gpent nine months of
hard work in making studies of each of these great men and
grouping them in the picture, Then, using the words of the
groat artist himgelf, “ It all seemed so wnbmportant somehow
beside the reality as T had seen it and felt it when I was
working with the armies. So 1 rubbed all the sfatesmen amd
commanders out, and painted the pieture as you see it —the
unoknowi Britigh soldier in France, guarded by two dead ecom-
rades.” ®ir William Orpen sacrificed $10,000 for the joy of
self-gxprassion. It was impossible for him to do otherwise.

So it is with us, dear young people, we only too suzely ex-
press what is within. We may go on and for a time express
gsome form of love and n semblance of sacrifice for others,
but unless the abiding Christ is within, hatved, envy, jeslousy,
indolenee, and a desire for selfish emnjoyment will replace love,
magnanimity, servics, and the enjoyment of others, Our hearts,
with Chrigt within, if we have seen and known Him, will be an
axprossion of His life, and our purpose in life, as wag THs,
will be assured, Just ag Christ exemplified His Father’s.pur-
pose for Him, so we will in every duty and experience in life
express cur Saviour’s love, our Baviewr’s thoroughness, our
Saviour’s fidelity to duty, our Saviowr’s loyalty, and His firm
stand for prineiple, Without Him we can but fail eventually.

T4 is ssid of Wlorenee Nightingale, the founder of modern
nursing, that her interest in serviee for the sick and suffering
when 2 lttle girl was no different from the interest of hun-
dreds of other little girls before 2nd ginee her time. The onty
difference lay in the fact that Flovence never allowed selfigh
interest, personal advantage, wealth, position, relatives, or
friends to move her from her purpose in helping others in a
service which in her day was considersd degrading by the
supposedly intelligent people of England. Miss Nightingale's
vigion, which fixed her purpose, saw beyond the degradation
and debauchery of those who then eared for the siek., She saw
only the poor and suffering, and in her purpose to serve she
became the founder of ofe of the largest organizations of
professional women in the world. She did not se¢ this whole
pieture in her day. She only saw the need.

A heavenly eyesalve iz meeded today, if we are to ses and
evaluate all things eovreetly. An abiding Christ within is the
gimple seeret of a vision that measures with God’s purpose for
us-in serviee.

No vague, purpogeless life will ever develop if thiz Christ is
Yived out in ench Missionary Volunteer day by day. “The
gtrongest argument in favor of the gospel is a loving and lov-
able Christian.”

With such a close relationship self will be forgotten, and
“geyvice,” the synonym for true purpose, will actuate the
Christian in whatever cireumstance in life he may find himself,
“TIn all thy ways acknowledge Him, amd He shall divect thy
paths.” You will be as uninterested in the worldly pleasures
and purposes in living as was Biv William Orpen uninterested
in the nine months of work on a painting whieh was not an
exprasgion of himself,

As he was charged through war znd suffering so that he
eould not but erase what to him seemed so unessenbial in a
real pieture, so the Chrigtian, in all his plans and purposes,
will erase every nomessential in the development of the phys-

ieal, mental, and spiritual natures, which does mot tend to
make him better it to give “this gospel of the kingdom to
all the world in this generation.”

Could a greater task ever be assigned to any people? Could
a nobler purpose actuate the life of any Missionary Volunteer?

Sabbath, March 22
The Fork of the Road

C, A, LUFBURROW

WHEN you lose your way on a lonesome Toad,
When the course you 4o not lkuow,

And your thoughts extend to the journey’s end,
But your progress there iz slow,

If yow're off the track, you can stﬂl turn back
To ses what the s:gnpost showed;

But the time to decide that you need a guide
Is just at the fork of the road.

‘When you fail to heed 2 warning sign
On the broad bighway of Life,

And enter in, through the street of sin,
To sorrow, pain, and strife,

How sad to learm, though yout may return,
You must reap what you have sowed!

Bat all your tears and wasted years
Could be saved at the fork of the road.

As long as the road Yies straight amhead,
The journey of life is bright;

It’s setfing sun when the day is done
That leads to the gleom of night.

You will not go wrong as you go along
If you study each erossing ecode;

It is well worth while to save a mile,
Or a life, at the fork of the road.

Making the Worth-While Decision
LEF R MARSH

[If pogsible, arrange for a eonsecration servies to follow this
study, Have a econsecration prayer to close,]

WE all have oue common propogition which we must face
and concerning which we must make a decision. It is making
the decision as o whether we will gerve God or serve gelf,

“The warfare against self Is the greatest babtle that was
ever fought, The yielding of self, surrendering all to the will
ef God, requires a struggle, but the soul must swbmit to God
before it can be remewed in holiness”—* Steps to Christ,” p.
43, pooket edition.

Every individual who meets this challenge must knew that
upon the right aetion of the will the decision rests. How should
we make this decigion?

“ Pure religion has to do with the will. The will, is the gov-
ernimg power in the nature of man, bringing all the cther
faeulties under its sway, The will is not the taste or the
inetination, but it is the deciding power, which works in the
children of men unto obedience to God, or unto discbedience,

. You wil be in constant peril wntil vou understand the
true force of the will, . . . If you fight the fight of faith with
all your will-power, you will conguer, . You cannot eontrol
your mmpulses, your emotions, 28 you may desive, but yon ean
eontrol the will, and you ean make an entire change in your
life. . . . But you must remember that your will is the spring
of all yom‘ actions, ”—* Testimonies,” Vol, V, pp. 618:5165.

From these statements we ean readily gather that it will not
do to enter the combat merely wishing for vietory, buf that we
must bring the power of owr wills into aection i#f we want to
gain a victory over the enemy of our souls. The greatest fight-
ing machine in the world is the will; but few haye learned to
use it, Tt is a power that lies dormant in the lives of many
people, while they go through life wishing they could win in
the struggle against self. The great achievements of life in
any line have been aceeomplished only heeause some one brought
a2 steadfast and determined will to the task. And only as we
bring a stsadfast and determined will to the Christian war-
fare can we hope to be vietorious,

Modern psyehology has framed what is ealled the law of
guggestion, It is the mtrusion of an idea into another person’s
mind with such skill that it prevails and is carried out. T4
hag beem ‘I use since God ereated man, and may be used for
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good or evil purpoges. Our first Tecord of its use is in Genesis,
where Satan spggested to Eve that she would profit by eating
from the tres-of the knowledge of good and evil. It was the
intrusion of Satan’s idea into the woman’s mind with sunch
akill and power that it prevailed, that eaused our first parents
to fall. And the woman answered to God’s question, “The
gerpent beguiled me, and I did eat.”

Satan is still suggesting to the children of men those things
whigh appeal to the natural man, and heeause of his long expe-
rience he sueeeeds in getting many weak-willed people to fall,
It takes will power fo meet these suggestions, and wishing will
not do. When these suggesfions come into our minds, we must
set our wills and steel owr minds against them. Then we must
pray that God will supply uvs with will power from™ on high,
$0_that we can withstand the darts (suggestions) of the evil
one, If we will meet every temptation as a suggestion from

Hatan (remember, it is a mark of weakness to yield), and call _

apon God for the will power to resist, I am sure we shall win
many times where we might have lost. Jet us defermine that
we will not hop, skip, or jump every time Satan eracks the
whip. Let us determine that our lives shall so harmonize with
Chrigt’s life, and our willy with God’s will, that we ean con-
quer every foe. - ‘

That is the secret — our wills in harmony with God’s will.
God ig the true source of all power, including will-power, and
He will not fail us. But only as we go to Him in prayer and
seek for that strength, as Jacob wrestled with the angel, can
we hope to have power sufficient to meet so mighty a foe as
the devil. God hag given and promised all power to meet
every temptation that we confront; and if we find ourselves
weakening, we should immediately go to God and eonneet with
the great will-power house of heaven. We should keep a con-
stant eomnection, pray unceagingly, that even an emergency
might not find ns unprepared. We showld live in an attitude
of prayer.

“There is no time in which it is inappropriate to offer up a
petition to God.—* Steps to Christ)” p. 99, pocket edition.

“ By yielding up your will to Christ, your life will be hid
with Christ in God, and allied to the power which is above all
principalities and powers”
will to the will of Jesus Christ; and as you do this, God will
Immediately take possession, and work in you to will and fo
do of His good pleasure.’~—% Pestimoniss,” Vol, ¥V, p. 814

Bui we must really desive to lve the Christian life, in a
vietorious mamner, Then we shall mever rest nutil we receive
that power from God which will agsure ws the vietory. When
we really want something in the material world, we never rest
satisfied wntil we get it, if it is at all obtainable. Generally
those who are so weak in the spiritwal life are very strong in
getting what they want to gratify themselves, If we will be
just as defermined to have the power from God to meet the

Jenemy as we are to gratify ourselves, we will surely win. But
how often we would vather gratify ourselves than seek this
power which is our refuge from temptation, Helf-gratification
iz the root of all sin; and when we would rather satisfy our-
olves than seck God, we cannot hope to overcome the wicked
ne. The road of least resistance runs downhill in the spiritual
s well a3 in any other phase of life. When an individual
ould rather gratify his lusts than seek God for deliverance,
s is hopeloss. ‘ -
“ There 18 1o sueh thing as following Christ unless you refuse
o gratify imclination, and detexmine to obey God”—1Id., p.
b

f The man who suceeeds in any phase of life must learn to do
Fithout things. It is the ronghest mounfain trails that often
%ead to the richest gold mines; and the rough seas develop great
pilots. Increased opposition should only cause vs to determine
0 make greater cfforts to win than gver before. Remember
that you are a seulptor, chiseling, hammering, seraping, and
polishing your life. Is it not time for you to say, ¢ I must,”’
rather than wait to be tald, ¥ You must *¢
. I So-making the worth-while declsion resolves itself into the
proposition that we must really desive to live the vietorious
life, "When, realizing that we are in a death struggle with
the enemy of our souls, we will eall on God for that governing
bwer, that eontroiling power, that fighting force, the will;
aTxd gripping it as we would a material weapon, we will call

|
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“It ig for you te yield up your,
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inte play every foree of our being, and battle to a glorious
triumph over the rebel who was cast ouf of heaven.

Dear young people, in it not time that we bring determined
wills to the conflict? Have we not been foaling with religion
and tolerating the enemy long enough? Let us sanely think it
all through, and make up our minds we will live for God. Yet
ug pray for a real desire to serve God. Let ns say in our hearts,
“ By the graee of Chrigt I will five a Christian life,” and then
set our faces as a flint toward the cross, and press on to a
glorious vietory in Christ Jesws. Let us surrender our lives
to God, that our wills may by faith become one with Him,
and He may take possession of our lives. Then, having appro-
priated Christ’s victory over the world and ifs sin, no sugges-
tion from the wicked one ean prevail over us; and as time
pastes on, we shall glory in the struggle against sin, rather
than shrink back as weaklings from the fray. May God grant
that this shall be our experience as we make our worth-while
deeision for the salvation of our souls.

Helps for Junior Meetings
I A

The Nocessity of Victory

THE first step must be the recognition of gin in the life and
of the necessity of overcoming it. Make the subject a matter
of prayer, then deal directly and simply with it, Are any of
the Juniors impatient, disobedient? Hold up the standards
Hved by Jesus. Read the quotations suggested in the reading,
and adapt them in your own words for the Jupiors, TIn the
round of everyday life it is easy for Juniors to set their stand-
ards of right lving aceording to the standards of those about
them. The precipice holds no terror for one who is contin-,
ually skirting its edges. Snakes have been known to charm
those who persist in watehing them. Just so, sin becomes
attractive by beholding it nntil we fail to realize its presence
i the Jife. Remember, it is the Spirit of God that convicts
of sin and His Word will furn a searchlight inte every heart;
sp do not depend mpon illustrations. The following para-
graphs, however, may help to suggest lines of thought:

“8in has caused the curse of the Almighty to rest upon the
earth. This awful thing reached uvp to heaven, and took the
Son from the throme of God. &in i3 ag black and dark as
hell itself, for sin tmade kell. Tt took the eovering cherub, the
choyister of heaven, from his exalted position, and made kim
Beelzebub, the pyimce of devils, 8in causes all the death and
gorrow and misory in the world, Every tombstone is a monu-
ment to what sin has done. HEvery tear, every pain, every
heartache, is caused by sin. The tear oun mothet’s cheek is
its definition, Gather up all the terrible harvest of all the
unrighteousness on the earth, of all maliciousness, envy,
hatred, murder; of all deceit, jealousy, pride, backbiting; of
all blasphemy, treachery, haunghtiness; of all sin in every form
and in every land, and you have a picture of sin. Truly this
fearful thing should be shvnned by every boy and girl—
. B. Thompson. :

“ Small Sins)*— A famous ruby was offered for sale to
the FEnglish government. The report of the erown jeweler
wag that it was the finest he had ever seen or heard of; but
that one of the ¢ facets,” one of the little cuttings of the face,
was slightly fractured. The result was that that slmost in-
vigiple flaw reduced is value by thousands of pounds, and it
wag rejected from the regalia of England.” :

“ When Conova was about to commence hiz famous statue
of the great Naroleon, his keenly ohservant eye detectsd a
tiny red line renning through the upper portion of the splendid

" block that at infinite eost had been brought from Pares, and

he refused to lay a chisel upon it.

“Tn the story of the early struggles of the elder Herschel,
while he was working out the problem of gigantic teleseopiec
specula, you will find that he made scores upon scores before
he got one to satisfy him, A sceratch like a spider thread
causcd one te be rejected, although ¥ had cost him weeks of
toi ‘1"

“ Playing  with Sin—“ Pagsing down a street in my
home eity one morning, I saw a small boy running along besids
an clectrie car which was moving at a moderate rate of gpeed.
Hoelding by one hand to the-side of the car, he repeatedly
reached down and struek the revolving wheel nearest him
with the other hand.

“He understood that he was daring, but he probably did
net realize that if a little more power had suddenly been put
on by the motorman, who was all nneonseipus of his vresenmce,
his arm would have been caught and ground to pulp, if, indeed,
ke were not jerked off his feet and thrown hodily under the
car. .

“He was taking a chance. Many, many pseple take moral
rigks just as this boy took a physieal risk, and sometimes for
the sams rcazeon — simply a dare-devil spirit.”
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“Who Was Meant? *— A mother took her litfle danghter
to church, and Iistened while the minister preached a very
earnest sermon against sin, trying to bring the subjeet home
to the hearts of bis hearers. The little girl listened with wide-
open eyes, and suddenly turning to her mother, in great distress,
she whispered, f Mamma, he means usl’ TUnto w3, to you, to
me — i3 bern a Saviour., I{ means na.*— from the Australion
Teacher. .

11

Salvation Only Through Christ

PorLow the precoding lesson on the need of vietory :over
avery sin in the life with a lesson on the only remedy — Christ,
Read carefully the quotation from the spirit of propheey
_given for Sunday, and siudy the texts suggested in the
Biple Btudy on “ Salvation Only Through Christ.”

Tell the story of Nieodemus, s magter in Israel, and yet
desperately in need of Christ. It is not enouvgh to wonder at
the miracles He did; He must be received into the very life.
The story of the flight of Jacob and of his dream is alge an
illustration appropriate for such a talk,

Tell as simply as possible how Jesus is veceived into the
life. 'The Spirit brings econvietion and repentance, then a
great Jonging to have Jesus fill the heart. We ask Him to come
Tty our lives; we know sucl a request is according to his
will, and so we know that He does enter and take possession.
Mark 11: 24, We do not see the wind, but we see what it
does; Just so we may mot realize just when Jesus comes into
our hearts, but the results become apparent. 2 Cor. 5:17.
Link thie up with the preceding lesson, and apply i to the
lives of the boys and girls before you. The fellowing is an
Mugtration of what Jesus does for those who trust him:

Kept White—* A traveler went with a party inte a coal
mine. On the side of the shafy a perfeetly white flower was
growing. ‘How is this}¥’ exclaimed the traveler, ‘here where
the eoal dust is continually flying about, how can this litile
plant remain so pure and white?’

“< Y00k here, siry said the miner, And as he spoke he
threw a handful of coal dust npon the plant. Not a particle
remained upen it, Then the visitor repeated the experience
with exactly the same resudts —the eoal dusy would not eling.

_#On the white plant there was something that appeared
like n white enamel, and to this not ths tiniest speck eould
adhere. Living there amid clounds of black dust, its snowy
whiteness remained unchanged,

# Beautiful ae is the thought of this pure blossom, it ie
not so lovely as 3 white life in this sinstained world, Let us
remember that the same God who made and kept the lttle
plant stainless, mid clouds of black dust, can make our hearts
pure and keep our lives free frem sin”

Foith Versus Fecling.— Although Jumiors may not have to
eontend with doubt as many Senior young people do, yet some
of the fhoughts expressed in the articles provided in the
Senior program on that subject will be helpful. Juniors
often confuse an eestasy of feeling with true Christian ex-
perience, The Holy Spirit works quietly in the believing heart.
I'or helpful thoughts along this line, sce Elder Meade Mae-
Gmire’s article on * How to Fxercise Faith.” The following
illugtration on acceptance by faith is appropriate:

Faith—* Al may be ‘rich in faith,” rich ir good works.
¢ A shori time age Fergus Barry &ied in the poorhouse at
Woreester, Masgs, After his death, uncashed checks were found
upon his person amounting to $1,700. Investigation led to
the belisf that he was worth $80,000. How many of God’s
people live like paupers sgpiritually,’ yet they are ¢heirs of
God, and joint heirs with Christ.””

How Ldght Casne to Lady Somerset.—“One of ths most
influgntial Christian workers of recent years i1s Lady Henry
Somerset, leader of the temperanes hostz of Great Britain,
Before her conversion she waa surrounded by a rich and
faghionahle eirele of titled men .and women, few of whom
were Christians, Through infidel books she had ecome to doubt
the very existence of Christ. Vet she would not rest in sueh
a gfate of uncertainty, She pondered and fhought, and read,
and even prayed, but foumd no resting-place for her faith.
Finally one avening, as she was walking in her grounds, she
héard a voice gpeaking fo her inmost soul, ¢ Act as if I were,
and thon ghalt know that I am.’ The more she pondered on
the message, the wiser it seepned. And from that houy she
began to try to do the will of God. Whatever a Christian
woman ought to do, that was her law, And she did come to
know, and came inte a joyous and inspiring fellowship with
Jesus Christ,”

ar .
Bible Study and Prayer

THE lesson on the necessity of Bible study and prayer is
happily placed after the lesson on aeeeptance. The Yexfs
and quotations presented in the Senior lesson will form a
basis for a talk fo the Junlors. Bibls study is food for the
goul; without it a Christian experience is Impossible, ¢ Build-
ing on the Roek™ cannot be dome umless the Roek iy revealed
through the study of God’s Word. Tyue, careful Bihle study

‘lected,” and similar statements from the supplied guotations.
) p
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tramsformg lives, Tllugtvate the truth of this by the story
of Pieairn Island, which,- though settled by mutineers and
murdersrs, became 3 God-fearing ecommunity through the read-
ing of the Bibla. The following pearagraphs also illustrate
the point;

“Omee a trader, passing a converted cannibal who was
reading the Bible, seid, ¢That book is out of date in my
eountry.” ‘If it had been out of date heve’ was the reply,
‘you would have been eaten long ago’ 8o it is, although we
may not realize it, the protection we enjoy in eivilized lands,
we enjoy because of the influenes of the Bible. But it is its
influence over the individual that moest coneerns us. ‘No
other book iz 80 potent to elevate the thoughts, to give vigor
to the faculties, a8 the broad, ennobling {ruths of the Bible.

“ Like divers on a wrecked vessel down beneath the waves,
we can live and eontinue our work only as we have unbroken
communion with heaven and breathe heaven’s air. And prayer
alone is not gufficient. 'We must hear God speaking to us;
we must be guided by His counsel, else we do not even khow
how to pray as we ought. We must feed on the sincere milk
of the Word. ¥

A personal testimony by some of the most consecrated
Juniors as to what Bible reading has dome for them may
encourage others,

Emphagize the need of prayer just ag fully as you have
that of Bible study. Drive home such truths as: “It is im-
possible for the soul to flourizh while seeret prayer is meg-

The material given is simple and to the point. If you are an
artist, or if ome is awvailahle, draw a pieture of a river and
name it prayerlessness. At the farther side print a large
sign, “The rapids ave below.” Then draw a cance with a
lounging figure in i, and underneath all write, “ What must
we do to be lost?— Nothing.” Then present the positive side.
Ajl things are possible through prayer. Illustrate with ex-
periences from your own life. The telling of personal answers
to prayer reaches hearts in a way that the telling of another’s
experionee cannot do, The following is an ineident in the
life of one who knew how to pray:

4 Remarkable Deliverance.—* Sundar Singh tells of his
deliverance when he was cast inte 8 deep well for preaching
the gospel. The iron lid was locked, and he was left to die.
After three days spent without food or water, amid the bones
of former prisoners, while he was erying to God he heard a
key turned in the lock, and the iron covering withdrawn, A
volee reached him, telling him o hold on to the vope that
was heing lowered. Grasping this, he was pulled up, the 1id
was drawn over again and locked, On looking round for his
deliverer, he found he was nowhere to be seen, and the Sadl
praised God for his deliverance. He returned to the town|
where he was quickly arrested again and taken before the
lamma, who angrily declared that some one mmuast have seeure
the key and rescued him, but to his surprise and fear he foun
the key still in hiz own girdle” .

How ¢ Train Disaster Was Averfed.— “A most vemarkabl
instance happened many years agoe on a railway in east
Migsouri, and was told in a railway paper. One summer morn
ing a twelve-car tvain containing the members of a Bunds;
school was bound for a pienic at a point about Afty miles dis
tant, The train had not proceeded more than half way whe
a thunderstorm ewvertook it. The rain fell in forrents. Th
engineer was worried for fear the tesrifi¢ downfall mighg
-eange o washout or a spreading of the*rdils, and he slowed do
to about thirty-five miles an hour. As the frain swung aroun
a curve, and approached a small gtation whieh it was t
pags withowt stopping, the engineer, peering through th
broken curtain of rain, saw that the switeh just ahead wals
open, It meant & terrible ‘disaster. He closed the throttle an
put on the brakes in an instant. *Better stick to it,’
shouted to his fireman, ‘hundreds of children on boardl?
mean o, was the answer. °God help us all’ His last words,
were drowned by a ferrifie evash of thunder which came wilth
o flash of lighfning that seemed to strike the ground just
ahead of the engine. The next thing they knew they were
past the station, still riding safely on the wain-line rails,
The train came to a siop, and the engineer and conductor
hurried baek to diseover what had happened and hew tlpe
train had passed the open ewiteh. They found that the Hghi-
ning had strugk squarely between the switeh and the rail, ay
had closed the switeh. ‘It was the act of God, said th
engineay.” ’ : ' :

v

Préparation and Service

INAsMUCH ag the subject of repentance and confesgion w
touched upon in the first meeting, deal with it from anothe
angle, then emphasize the thought of serviee. ‘ )

Bring ont the thought that trme yepentance means that w
confesy our sing, 1 John 1:9; Tmke 5: 8. Tllustrate with th{
story of the prodigal. Luke 15. We must keep the slate cleny
God washes it ag we make confession to Him., The next sta|
ig to forsake gin, Ilustrate by the example of those who con
fessed and then burned their wicked books, Aects 19:18, 1
When Zaccheeus knmew Jesus, he immediately wished to i

v
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his life opém for Hig inspection. Luke 19:8. Every true
Christian lays his life before Jesus in the same way. Every
day that we put off the confession of a wrong we have done,
it beeomes harder to face. Face it now, instead of at the
judgment, '

When we are wholly His, we shall be filled with a great
desite to serve Him. Bring out the thought expressed in
the Senior article, that true love finds expression in serviee.
Our Junior Pledge binds together the thought of serviee for
" God and friendship to man. That is the only kind of service
acceptable to the Lord. In faet, the niement we lose our
desire for servige, that moment we lose our connection with
Christ, John 15: 2. There is an ancient tradition which says
that Joseph and Christ made yokes for oxen in their workshop.
Whether true or mnot, it typifies Christ’s mission and His
command to His followers, Matt 11: 29, Christ is always
our yokemate, and when we cease to sexve, we lose one gource
of connection with Him,

Give these thoughts a practical application; Jumiors may
be of serviee by being kind and cheerful, by always having
a pleasant word for every one, and by having no “evil report
to pass on* about others, It is serviee in heing regular and
prompt at attendance in Sabbath school and church. That is
the way to have a strong, successfnl school, and that is what
you can do to make it such. Anything that makes life a little
oasier and happier for father, mother, brothers, or sisters, that
is gervice, Ways of serving the Juzior society may be men-
tioned at this time. The spirit of true servies may he found
in the words of William Milne; whose unselfish purpese is
set forth in the Senior article, .

Building . for Eternily.— In India they tell the story of the
Golden Palace. Sultan Ahmed was a great king. He sent
Yakooh, the most skilful of his builders, with a large sam of
money, 0 erect it the mountains of snow the mest splendid
palace ever seen. Yakoob went to the place, and found a
great famine prevailing among the people. Many wers dying.
Instead of building the palace, ho took the money and gave it
to buy bread for the starving people.

“ At length Ahmed came to see his palace, and there was
no palaee there. He sent for ¥Yakoob, and learned his stary,
then grew very angry, and cast the builder into chains. ¢ To-
morrow thou ghalt die,’ he said, ‘ for thou hast robbed thy king.’

“ But that night Ahmed had a wonderful dream. There

came to him obe in shining garments, who said, ‘ Pollow me’
Up they soared to heaven's gate. They entered, and, lo, there
stood a palace .of pure gold, more brilliant than the sun!
¢ What palace iz this?’ ¢This is the palace of Mereciful
Deeds, built for thee by Yakoob the Wise. Tts glory shall
endure when all earth’s glory has passed away.! Then the
king understood that Yakoob had done most wisely with his
money.
e I%' is only a heathen legend, but its teaching is true. If
we are doing true work, we meed not concern ourselves about
visible results. Though in self-denying life we build no
palnees on earth, we ave piling far nobler walls beyond the
skies, The money we give in service and sacrifice of helpful-
gsg may add nothing to our bark aceount; but it is laid up as
treasure in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth cor-
pt, and where thieves do not break threuwgh nor steal.”

v

The Power of Purpose

| THE greatest need of the message today is the need of men
fio are fired by a great purpose. It needs boys and girls who
re true to convietion and to the principles df a Christian
life, though surrounded by those who are not,

Such is the story of Danisl. Bsgin the talk with a brief
sketeh of his early life and of his purpose (see Senior article,
“The Power of Purpose ). Joseph was another such ex-
ample of steadfastness to a purpose. A consecrated wiil has
]i,ossessed every soul that has accomplished anything for Jesus.

Yo one can put on sueh a purpose; it must eome from a sincere
art,

! The thought that whatever we are will find expression, is

ij]ustrated in the next Senior artiele, “ A Christian Purpose.”

he story of Florence Nightingale is especially appropriate
as an example of an unselfish purpose, If Christ but per-

eates the heimg, anything which detracts from the true pur-
ﬂpse of a Christian life will geem uninviting. We cannot re-

ain wsteadfast through our own efforts, however; we must
ZLve Christ in absolute eontrol. In other words, the secret of
2 steadfast Christian purpose is a daily complete surrender to
rist’s will for us. Phil. 2:13. '

Tr we cousent, He will so identify Himself with our thoughts
d almsg, so hlend our hearts and minds into conformity to
s will, that when obeyiug him we shail ‘be but earrying ont
¢ ovwn impulses.—* The Desire of Ages” p. 665.

uE strength of those who love and serve Him will he
enewad day by day.—* Testimonies,” Vol. VIII, p, 11.

;
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Trost who decide to do nothing in any line that will
displease God, will know, after presenting their case before
H;mé just what course to pursue.—< The Desire of Ages)”
p. 668.

vy
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Poems and Nlustrations

[These may be wgsd with the programs givem, according to
the desire of those in charge.] ' ’ ¢

So Shine

THEhgnia.lleﬂt, faintest, dimmest star thaf constant shines om
i

Is better than the falling orb that shoots athwart the sky,

And vanishes as suddenly before the startled eye. ’

The mariner upon the deep lifts heavenward his prayer,

And searches in the cloudy dome for one clear pilot there;

A falling star bursts through the gloom, and moeks at his
despair, -

But if he sees one steady star,~~one tiny point of light,—

He sets his wheel without a fear, and steers his ship aright;

And q’e}i- the waves his gallant bark rides safely through the
night.

8o Jet me be a coustant light, though feeble I may he,

That some poor sailor, tempest-tossed, may see his Lord through
me.

And g"tﬁde his vessel safely home across a stormy sea.

— Elizabeth Rosser.

Satisfied with Jesus

' so satisfied with Jesus,
Every day and every hour;
He's the source of all my comfort,
When the clouds of sorrow lower,
In the midst of my affliction, :
‘When the waves of trouble roll,
Jesug comes in sweet compassion
And brings peace within my soul,

I'm so gatisfied with Jesus,

When the skies are bright and clear
+ And the sun ghines bright around me,

Then I love to feel Flim near.

Tor ’tis He that sends me pleasure,
And I trust His hand $o guide,

And I sing as on T journey.
He is more than all beside,

I'm so satisfied with Jesus;
For when those who once were true
Prove to be untrue and faithless,
Leaving old friends for the new,
Then T turn to Him whose friendship
Never ochanges, never ends;
Tor I always find in Jesus
An uwnfajiling, faithfal friend.

I'm so satisfied with Jesus,
He ig all in all to me,
And T could not do withowt Him,—
He my constant sbay will be.
- At all times in joy or sorrow,
Sunshine clear or shadows dim,
Jesug helps me, Jesus holds me;
I'm go satisfied with Him.

— Alice Abbott Tiney.

Salvation. Only in Christ

D, L. Moopy told the story of a conversation which he had
with a man at Manchester. “Are you a Christian?® the
evangelist had asked. “No, but I wish T was.” Then Moody
proceeded to guote passages from the Bible, but the man said
they did not mest his case. “The fact is I canmnot feel that
I am saved.” Then Moody clinehed matters by asking,  Was
it Noah's feelings that saved him, or was it the ark?® The
man thouwght awhile and then said, * Good night, Mr. Moody;
it iz all settled” Some time afterward this convert came up
to the evangelist and #aid, “ Do you remember the man and
the ark? I had been trying to save myself by my feelings.
The moment you spoke of the ark, that settled it.” And Moody
added, “ Tt is not your righteousness or your good works that
will gave you. Rich or poor, learned or unlearned, you can
be saved only by the blood-of Jesus Christ.”’— Selected.
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Live for Something

Live for something, have a purpose,
And that puarpose keep in view;
Drifting like a helmless vessel,

Thou eanst ne’sr to life be true;
Half the wrecks that strew lLife’s ocean
If some star had been their guide,
Might have now been safely riding;
Bat they drifted with the tide.

Live for something, and live earnest,
Though the work may humble be,
By the world of men unnoficed,
Enown alone by God and thee,
Every act has priceless value,
To the architeet of fate;
"Tig the pirit of thy doing,
That alone will make it great.

Live for something, God and angels
Are thy watehers in the strife,
And above the smoke and conflict
Gleams the vietor's crown of life;
Live for something, God has given
Freely of His stores divine;
Richest gifts of earth and heaven,
If thou willest, may be thine,

— Robsrt Whittaker.

The Larger Prayer

A first T prayed for light:
Could I but see the way,

How gladly, swiftly, would I walk
To everlasting day!

And next I prayed for strength,
That T might tread the road

‘With firm, unfaltering feet, and win
The heaven’s serene abode.

And then I asked for faith:
Could T but trust my God,
I'd live enfolded in His peace,

Though foes were all abroad.

But now I pray for love:
Deep love to God and man;
A Yving love that will not fail,

Howegver dark His plan.

And light and strength and faith
Ave opening everywhere!

God waited patiently until
I prayed the larger prayer,

— Mrs. E, D. Chensy.

The Christ of Calvary

Curist does does not save men by His life,
Though that was holy, sinless, puare;
Nor even by His tender love,
Though that forever shall endure ;
He doeg not save them by His words,
Though they shall never pass away;
Nor by His vast creative power
That holds the elements in sway;
He does not save them by Hig works,
Though He was ever doing good;
The awful need was groafer still,
1t took Hig death, His cross, ITis blood.

Men preach today a crosslesy Christ,
A strengthless Saviour, vague and dim;
They Wikl not see thelr sinful state;
They will not own their need of Him,
They will not know the Lamb of God,
Despised, vejectsd, crucified;
That were to humble into dust
Their boagted intellsct, their pride.
Yet np man cometh unto God
Bave by the Son alone, He saith;
The deathless life for which we Iong
Can only, ever come through death.

Not Bethlehem, not Nazareth,

Stern Justice’s lifted hand could stay;
To Calvary the soul must go

And follow Jesus all the way.

— Anrie Johmson Flint.

It Means So Much to Me

1 means so much to me that, when He cams,
They called Him “ Jesus! S i g gripping name
That takes a gaving hold on one like me,
Who lifts new-visioned gyes that now would ses
All false Iights fade in presence of the True.
What does it mean to yout

Tt means 0 much to me, in erisis hours

‘When right gseems baffled by opposing powers,

To hear Hie strong voice call, “ Be of good cheer,

For I have overcome the world of fear.

Here’s refuge in My word — My word is fruel
What does it mean to you?

— Willigm Norvis Burr,

Others

Losp, help me live from day to day

In such a gelf-forgetful way

That even when I kneel to pray,
My prayer shall be for — others.

Help me in all the work T do

To ever he sincere and trus,

And know that all I’d do for you
Must needs he done for — ofhers, -

Tet self be crucified and slain,

And buried deep; and all in vain

May offorts be to rise again,
Tnless to live for — others.

And when my work on earth is done

And my new work in heaven’s begun,

May I forget the crown I've won,
‘While thinking still of — othsrs.

Others, Lord, yes, others;
Let this my motto he,

Help me to live for others,
That I may live Hke Thee,

— ¢, D. Moigs.

¥ Ysn't the Church, It's ¥ou

Ir isn’t the preacher’s flowery prayer
Or the way the choir sings,

Or the gize of the coin your neighbor gives,

~ Or the help your hrother brings,

It isn't tho size of your favorite church,
QOr the cost of your favorite pew,

Or the style of the clothes the members “wear;
Tor it 18n't the chureh, it’s you.

It isn’t the way the work is dome,
Or the way the money’s spent,

Or whether the gospel’s all brought in,
Ot whether there’s gome that’s sent,

It isn’t the kind of eread they love,
Or peculiar things they do,

Or whether the doetrine suits your taste;
For it isn’t the church, it's you.

For a chairn’s as strong as the weakest link,
Ang it breaks with a heavy load,
But a church that’s full of the links that poll
Clan level the roughest road.
If you get in tuns with the Master’s will,
With your heart and your labors too,
You will love your chureh, though it has its faults,
TFor it ian’t the church, it’s you.
—X. B, Newberry.

Can You Stand the Test" '

A praMOND expert was offered a very large stone for $8,000.
He applied te it all the fests and found it apparently geq-
uine. However, expieting it mot to be gonuine, he took
toa photog‘rapher and asked him to send a ray of liglit throng
it with s eamera. It was discovered that thsre was an ob-
gtruction which prevented the ray of light from penetmt‘ 2
the stone, A powerful mieroscope was used on if, and it was
found that the costly stone was only two stones cement
together. By a process of chemicaly the stones were sepatated
and found to be worth ahout $600 each.

Many people succeed in appeoring genuwine before the
of man and epporently are true Christions; but when the tds
b8 put to them, they ore not able to stand.— Selected,
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