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Marriage and Divorce

[The following counsel, involving principles touching this very
‘vitai queslion thai often comes up today in connection with our
churches throughout the world, is so full of belpful suggestiony for
cnurch officers ealied vpon to deal with these matters, we are ve-
printing in two ingtalenis this rather long article printed in the
Rewiew back in 1888, from the pen of Hlder George I. Butler, thea
president of the General Conference. It is unnecessavy perbaps to
suggest that if the general conditions in socicty were such as to call
forth this vestating of Bible principles guarding the sacredness of
fhe home back in 1863, how much greater is the need that we care
folly review and study them today! w, B Bl

MopgrN divorces, authorized hy human law and sanetioned by
public sentiment, present one of the most perplexing questions
of church disciplme we have to meet, As our work extends
among different States and peoples, coming in contaet with ihe
different customs of society prevailing in modern times, this
question must be met. And as a people we should adopt some
prineiple upon which to aet in the deeision of cases growmng oui
of marriage and divoree. Already many eases involving great
diffieulty have been presented, coming from localitics far apart;
and some of our loeal churehes have becn greatly endangered
from, trials growing out of them. This matter will become more
and more important as the work progresses, There are questions
conneeted with thig subject too intrieate and perplexing to be
deeided by every loeal eldexr or inexpevieneed person or churceh,
There are matters conneeted with it whieh involve the happiness
of families, the permaneney of the marriage relalion, the
legitimaey of ehildren, the purity of society, and the salvation
of thougands of onr fellow men.

There is a strong tendeney in modern society to loosen the
marriage iic and make divorce eagy, Tt is comparatively easy
to obtain a divoree. The divorce laws of some Stafes ave
notoviens for the oppovtunitles they offer for this purpose.
- Nearly everywhere in our eonntry divorees can be obtained for
a variety of reasons,— pretended ill-trcatment, drunkensness, de-

gertion, and virtnally for ¢ ineempatibility of temper”’ Parties _

stand up and solemnly vow to love and cherish each other as
hushand and wife “ as long as they both shall live,” and in a
few months, when the novelty has worn off, guarrel, obtain 2
divoree, and marry again, perbaps to repeat the same process.

The tendeney toward laxity of the marriage vow in modera

. times is too strong for swccessful resistance by the better
elements of society. Things are growing worse and worse.

Divorces are notoriously common. The tone of publie morakity
on this subject is so low that many do not realize there is any-
thing sinful in obtaining divorces for various reasong, and
marrying again. Consequently, we meet with many such eases,
Some of these persons embraece the truth and present themselves
for membership in our churches. In gome instances, husband
and wife present themselves for membership, both of whom
have been divorced and entered new relations. Some of thesge
eages involve great hardship, as they have childven by second
mgrriages and ave living happily together, Shall suech be
received or rejected? Where ghall the line he drawn$

As a people looking for our Liotd to come, and preparing for
it by returning to the negleeted truths of Holy Writ, we must
square our lives by the Bible, and decido these questions, as well

- as all others, by its aunthority. Human enaetments in this loose

age will not be sofficient. The eustoms of gociety are corrupt.
We must live up to the principles of the seventh commandment
as well as the fourth, What are the teachings of Seripture
concerting marriage amd divovee?

Marriage is an institution designed of God for the good of
the race. It originated bLefore sin entered our world, “ Mar-
riage iz honorable,” says the great apostle. Tt existed before
sin; while divoree would never have existed but for sin. Mar-
riage, as originally designed, doubtless contemplated the eternal
union 91‘ one man with one woman. DBut sin, with ity evil conse-
quences, came in and marred all this, Tust and passion have
heen the eauge of polygamy and divorce, Death has broken up
this union, and other marriages have been permitted. The
marriage bond is made to eover In our age every kind of iniq-
wity eohceivable, till but little resemblance can be seem to that
marriage which God originally institated. Quarrels, hatreds,
jealousies, infidelities, and lusts abound under its legal sanetion.

Polygamy and polyandry (i. ¢., a man with more than one
hving wife, or a woman with move than onc living hushand)
are doubtless hoth violations of the marriage compact, though
praetised more or less in 2l ages. God originally made one
woman for one man, Though polygamy was practised by the
patriarchs, we must regard it as contrary to God’s original
degign, and really a violation of the seventh commandment.
This will appear from several seriptures:

“ITe answered and maid unto them, Have ye not read, that
He which made them at the beginning made them male and
female, and said, Tor this cause shall a man leave father and
mother, and shall eleave to his wife: and they twain shall be

one flesh? Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flegh,”
Matt, 19: 4.6, | )

“From the beginning of the ereation God made them male
and female. For this cause shall a man leave his father and
mother, and eleave to his wife; and they fwain shall be one
floghs so then they are no more {wain, hut one flesh.” Mark
10: 6-8.

“&o God ercated man in His own image, in the image of God
created e him; male and female created He them,” Gen. 1: 27.

“ Mhe Tord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adan, and

“he slept: and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh

instead thereof; and the rib, which the lord God had taken
from man, made e o woman, and brought her wnio the man.
And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesk of my

flesh: ghe shall be called Woman, hecause she was taken out of

Man. Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother,
and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh”
Gen, 2: 21-24.

These seriptures plainly show the original design of God,—
one woman for one man. These twain (4 e, these two; not
three, nor five, nor & hundred) “ shall he one flesh.”

In Christ’s words here quoted He is placing the marriage
ingtitution back uwpon ils original basis of holiness and purity,

" and rescuing it from the perversions of the Jewish aned Glentile

practices. And though speaking especially of divoree, yet His
words were decisive as to polygamy.
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“ Whosoever putteth away his wife, and warrieth another,
eommitteth adultery: and whosoever marrieth her that is put
away from her husband eommitteth adultery.” Luke 16: 18,

“He saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife,
and marry another, commitieth adultery against her. Ard if
a woman shall put away her husband, and be married fo an-
other, she eommitteth adultery.” Mark 10:11, 12.

It muet be evident that if it was adultery for a person fo
marry his second wife after he had divoreed his first wife, it
would be none the less so to marry her before he divorced the
first. The reason why it was adultery to marry the second one,
was simply because he wag still morally bound to the first,
While so bound, it would be aduliery to marry another, one
wife for one mam being God’s original design.

These words of Christ emphatically condemn pelygamy. And
though the praelice of many otherwise good men sanetioned i,
that fact could never change God’s law, or make the practice
right. The customs of society then, as now, had great influence
in determining the practiees of even good men. They had not
the light of God's written law as we'have, The sunlight of the
gospel had not fully dawned upon them, Christ magnified the
law by drawing out more fully its holy prineiples. . BEven then,
the evils of polygamy were often plainly seem in the terrible
congequences following the practice of i among their own
families. Jacob and David both had an experience of the
eviis of polygamy in their households, which ought to he a
sufficient warning for all time.

We rpotice polygamy in this article because the principles
bearing upon it are precisely the same as those comeeled with
diverpe. We must regard polygamy as an infraction of the
origmal design of marringe. Even the law of Moses, which
accommodated itself somewhat to the hardness of the people’s
hearts on the subjeet of marriage and divoree, forbids even the
king to “multiply wives to himself.” Deut.
“ muitiplty ¥ is to increase the number of. The number God
originally provided and intended was one woman for one man.
If he had no right to “ multiply # wives, he eertainly was for-
bidden the practice of polygamy.— Elder George I. Butler, in
the Revicw and Herald, Dee. 18, 1888,

(Concluded next month)

» Traveling Church Letters

“ SuoeuLp traveling letters be given church members, allowing
the holder to join a church at his own volition?”

In the sense of a “traveling letter  in this question, we
ghould say, “No.” The regular church letler of tramsfer is
not intended for, nor ean it be made into, a ¢ traveling letter,”
malking it a valid letter for a member to use for joining some
other Seventh-day Adveutist chureh when and where he may
chanee to choose. This letter of transfer is good for only three
months, and is preparved for one church clerk fo use in com-
munieating with another clerk of some definitely named church
in the transfer of a member’s memberghip from where he has
resided to the vieimity of where he is to reside. It is nof in-
tended fo be placed at all in the hand of the member, but
mailed by the clerk of the church granfing the letter to the
elerk of the church recelving the member; and this tramsfer ig
supposed to be made within the three months following the
vote of the church granting it. The member is not dropped,
even though voted, until the receiving clerk notifies the eclerk
sending the letter that the member has been received, This
refers to the transfer of church membership.

A “traveling letter,” however, is quite another matter, and
not only is proper, but may be emphasized as being highly
recommended, Im the case of a ihember in good standing,
whose business takes him away from his hoeme church, or a
member whoe may wish to visit relatives in another country or
perhaps some distant State,— for such a ome to hold a letter
from the officials of his home church showing the bearer to be

in good and regular standing, worthy the confidence and follow-

ship of the brefhren and sisters where he may be slaying, such
a letter is of great value, not only for the one fraveling, but
as well for the churches visited. Buch letters would often avoid
the mifplacement of confidence in unworthy pretenders, who
often eauge no small amount of harm traveling about, preying
ag they do upon the confidence of loyal brethren and sisters.

_word itself.

17:17. To

The issuance of “ traveling lotters ” of this type can be highly
recommended. d

At the General Conference of 1905, the following recom-
mendation was passed:

“ And further, We advise persons traveling or visiting, to
carry letters of recommendation from their home churches, and
that, when visiting distant fields, this letter be indorsed by the

president of the loeal conference, with dafe” )
7. E B.

The Effectivencss of Preaching the Word

MuoH of the preaching today ig of little value, being muffled
in the draperies of human ormament.

The commisgion is, “ Preach the word,” not about if, but the
Man does not need to be flattered, The heart
is deceitful aud desperately wicked. It cannot be healed with
a little church court plaster, or ecclesiastical ointment.

It ig the word of God that converts the heart. This alons
locates the plague spot in a man’s character, for it is “a
digeerncer of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”” Heb. 4: 12,
Peter testified to this manner of conversion when he spoke of
the word’s bringing ahout the new birth: “Being born again,
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by. the word of
God, which liveth and abideth forever.” 1 Peter 1:23. Nins
times in Genesie praetically fhis same statement i made,
“ Brought forth efter its kind.” I1f we plant the seed, which
ig the word of God, it will bring forth its kind,

It iz the word of God that makes SBabbdath keepers, produces
tithe payers, establishes faith in the spirit of prophecy, in
health roform, and all the other great truths of this advent
megsa ge.

A man who recently accepted the message where our last
effort was held, who had been a member of another denomina-
tion for twenty years and superintendent of the Sunday school,
after listening to the message for one week, said,  This is what
I have been looking for, a people who believe the word of God”

A reformation is needed, but the only thing that will bring
it is the word of God. It brought a reformation in the six-
teenth eentury. It was the preaching of the word in 1844 that
developed the advent reform movement, when 50,000 believers
came out of all denominations to walk in its light. It is the
preaching of the word teday, that will distinguish the remnant
ghurch, “ fair as the moon, clear ag the sun, and terrible as an
army with banners,” as the gospel gloriously triumphs in all
the world. R. E. HARTER.

Danwville, I,

“ Gop has inspired no man to reproduce their mistakes [mis-
takes of brethren in the work], and to present their errors to
a world that is lying in wickedness, and to a church ecomposed
of many who are weak in faith, The Lord has not laid the
burden upon men to revive the mistakes and errors of the living
or the dead, He would have Iis laborers present the truth
for this time. Speak not of the errors of your brethren who are
living, and be silent as to the mistakes of the dead. Let their
mistakes and errors remain where God has put them,— cast into
the depths of the sea. The less that is said by those who pro-
fess to believe presemt truth, in regard to the past mistakes
and errors of the servanits of God, the better it will be for
their owr souls, and for the souls of those whom Christ has
purchagsed with His own blood’—Mrs, E. G White, in the
Review, Nov. 30, 1897,

I musT never forget —
That God leads no backward movements,
That God builds no veads for retreat.
That doubt carries no key of eoncuest,
That faith makes no provision for failure.
That God’s program is one of triumph,
That God’s best rewards ara shead of us,
That faithfulness to the end is expected of every loyal am-
bassador.ml- Selected.

“THE difference between success and failure is simply the .

difference between do and delay.”
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Home Missionary Department

MISSIONARY CONSECRATION OF THE
WHOLE CHURCH

Suggestive Program for Home Missionary
‘ Service
(Sabbath, February 6)

OrEming Sona: “ Forward,” Neo. 530 in “ Christ in Song¥

Prayer.

Missionary report blanks should be passed out and ecolleeted.

Special Musie, or “1 Love Thee Betier, Lord” No. 301 in
% Christ in Song."

Bible Reading: “ Missicnary Work”

Address: “ Every Chuveh Organized to Carry the Third Angel's
Megsage.”

Leader’s Talk; “ Fuolfilling an Tnspired Plan”

Closing Song: “Homeward Bound,” Mo, 740 in “ Christ in
Song.”

Benedietion. ‘

Note o the Leaders

Tehynary is organization moenth, and it is of the greatest )

“ jmpertance that every chureh give the most eareful attention
to this phase of the home missionary work. Although ¢ organ-
ization ¥ is only the method, and ecannot be substituted for
“ power,” yet  power 7 ig helpless without organization. Before
this serviee iz held, you should eall together your missionary com-
mittee, and if you do not already have a simple plan of mission.
ary organization for your church as outlined in the spirit of
prophecy, it would be well to perfect such an organization, that
you may have gomething tangible to present te your church after
consideration of this topie. For your personal benefit it will e
helpfal to study earefully the simple plan of missionary organ-
ization as outlined in “ Lessons for Home Missionary Institutes
in Churches” price $1, and Home Missionary Traets, Numbers
1, 2, and 19, They can be secured by writing yowr home mis-
sionary se¢retary. If you have many problems fo deal with, we
would suggest calling in your loeal eonference home missionary
secretary for his eounsel and adviee; but by all means do mot
allow another year to voll by without a simple, permanent plan
of migsionary organizatiom. As soon as your ¢rganization is
perfeeted, the only way to determine its functioning powers is
to get it working. Plan for a systematic distribution of litera-
ture, and other lines of missionsry work will bring into play
your entire missionary organization.

Another special feature of this month’s GazETTE is the prayer
and missionary meeting ouflines that you will find includad.
“There is great need for a revival of our prayer and misgionary
meetings, and ‘We plan to run each month these suggestive out-
'lines, belisving they will greatly assist our local ehnurch elders.

Aceording to the action of the last Autumn Couneil, February
6-20 has been set aside as © Institutional Relief ” time, You
have alveady brought this matter before your chureh, and the
books have heen ordered. BSabbath, February 6, marks the
beginning of the effort. At this time every church member
should be urged to dispose of his books during the above-
mentioned time, and every effort put forth to make the church
goal of one book per member or its equivalent. In the carrying
oub of these suggestions, remember that the General Conference
Home Missionary Department stands veady at any time to assist
your churehes in building up and maintaining their missienary
organization for soul-winning service. We would consider it a
favor to help you, so feel free to seek our counsel with your
problems and suggestions, E. ¥ H,

Missionary Work

1. WHAT hag been given to every man? Mark 13: 34
2. Besides work, what else has been given fo every man?
Matt. 28: 15, ,
3. What are those called to whom thig work jg committed?
Matl. 25: 14, .
4, What use did these servants make of their talents?
Matt. 25: 16-18,
5. What excuse did the ome who hid his talent maked
Matt. 25: 25,
" 6 What did his master say to him? Matt, 25: 26,
7. What did he say the servant should have done? Matt.
25: 27,
8. What is echaracteristic of slothful persons? Frow. 22:13.
Note: That is, they see great obstacles before them, and are
always ready with excuses.
9. What was the'fate of the slothful servant? Matt. 25: 30.
10. What was said to the gervant who improved his talents?
Matt. 26: 21.
11, Why 4id Christ endure the eruel desth on the cross?
Heb. 12: 2.

12. Whatwill bring to the Lord this satisfaetion and joy?
Iaa, 53: 11.

13. How will Christ demoenstrate His joy over the saved?
Zeph, 3:17. - ’

14. What did Pawl set forth as his erown of rejoieing?
1 Thess 2: 19, 20. ) .

15. Singe this joy eomes to Christ only through His self-
denial and suflering for‘others,sin what way must all others
pattake of that joy? 2 Tim, 2:11, 12,

16. What motive shounld prompt to soul-saving labor? 2 Cor.
5: 14, -

17. Whom does every faithfml Christian worker represent?
2 Cor, 5120,

18, What does God do with the unfivitful members? John
15: 2.

19. Can one ocenpy a merely neutral position toward Christ?
Lueke 11: 23.

20. For what does the Liozd tell us to pray? Luke 10: 2.

21. How are we cautioned against delaying the work? John
4: 35,

£2. What promise is made to those who sow the gospel secd?
Ps. 1263 5, 6. 4

23. What promise is made to soul-winners? Dan, 12: 3.

Every Church Organized to Carry the Third
Angel’s Message

JESUs CHRIST was a Taster organizer, Not only is He our
example in Christian living, but He is also our example in
many other things, for e was perfect. Jesus selected twelve
men to associate with Him in Hiz work, and in a few short
years He so trained and educated them, so imbued them, and
so organized the first church, that its irresistible sweep carried
the message of a risen Christ to the then known world before
the end of that generation. Paul said of this firet ehurch,
“Pirst, T thank my God . . . for you all, that your fasth is
spoken of throughout the whole world,” Rom. 1: 8,

The Apostolic Oxganization

From the Véry.beginning the chureh of God was an organiged
eompany of believers. After Pentecost the believers united in
making known the power of Christ to a wicked and perverse
generation. The Holy Spirit net only worked with them but
through them for the accomplishment of this work. Christ
left them full directions as to their acfivities. He said, “Ye
shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost has eoma upon
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the sarth.” The very nature of their work mads organization
essential. Witness the work of the apostles in Jerusalem, the
ordination of the seven deacons, the sending,forth of Paul and
Barnabas on their first missionary tour. Hew carefully the
reports were received.from the workers sent forth. Without
question their organization was simple. Their times did not
demand the mors complex organization that we have teday,
but this early ehmreh will always remain an example of perfect
organization, planned by Geod and executed under the leadership
of the Holy Spirit,

Organization Essential Today

The gospel commission given to the digeiples by Chrizt toward
the end of Hig earthly ministry, “ Go ye therefore, and teael all
nations, haptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost,” has ever been the marching orders
of the ehurch of God. Little did the disciples realize at that
time what that great commission involved. It meant the chureh
of God was delegated to complete the work that Christ began.
The chureh is the evangelizing, missionary power, God never
gave this sacred work alone to the ministry, as it would be an
imposgible tagk for them; but thig work was given to every child
of God. “Every soul whom: Christ has resecued is ealled to
work in His name for the saving of the lest.”—* Christ’s Object
Lessong™ p. 191,

Tf organization was essential in the days of Mases (see Ex.
18: 21-23), during the building of the tabernaele, the days of
Gideon, the days of the apostles, and in many other instances,
surely we need it today as we seek to earry the third angel’s
message to all the world. Our task i a great one, Which is
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all the more reason that our foreces shonld be organized. “ The
chureh of Christ on earth was organized for miésionary pur-
poses”’—* Testimonies,” Vol. FI, p. 29, “ God requircg order
and system in His work now no less than in the days of Israel”
—* Patriarchs and Prophets” p. 876. ’
A Permanent Plan of Organization
In order that this mess.age might be carried to earth’s re-
motest bounds in the shoriest time possible, the Lord has given
His people a simple plan of “missiohary organization,
In the formation of this simple organization two steps are
necessary; First, the division of church territory; second, the
 development of all lines of missionary activity. If we reach
“ gvery nation, and kindred, and tomgue, and people” with our
message, the territory must be thoroughly divided and worked.
The servemt of the Lord e very clear lamgnage has said,
* Wherever a church is established, all the members should en-
gage aetively in migsionary work. They should visit every
family in the neighborhood, and know their gpiritual condition.”
— Testhmondes,” Fol. VI, p. £96. TFurthermore, she says,
“Tet there be in every chureh, well-organized companies of

workers to labor in the vieinity of that ehurch.”— Review and -

Herald, Sept, 29, 1891, “In our ehurches lst companies be
formed for serviee”—* Testémonies,” Vol. FII, p. £1. And
again she says, “ The formation of sma]l companies as & basis
of Christian effort has been presented to me by Omne who can-
not err——Id., Vol, VII, pp. 21, 22. Beores of our churches
have sought to follow out this instruction, but when will the
time come that all our churches will heed this admonition?
Think what would be accomplished if all were willing to co-
operate in @ plan like this! Tt is God’s plan, and sueeess will
come if we follow it.

The Development of All Lines of Missionary Work

The division of the territory arvewind the chureh, giving every
member hie share, leads to the development of all lines of
migsionary work which are to be made operative in the church
territory by the individual units of the church. After the bands
are organized and the leaders are selected, we are then ready
to train the memberg in swceessful missionary endeavor. This
training program should be a part of the work of every chureh.
* God expects Hig church to discipline and fit its members for
the work of cmlightening the world.”—Id., Feol. VI, p. 481.
“ Mawny would be willing to work if they were taught how to
begin, They need to be iustracted and encouraged. Every
chureh showld be a training school for Christian workers. Its
members should be tanght how to give Bible readings, how to
eonduct and teach Sabbath school clasges,
for the unconverted,”—* The Ministry of Healing,” p. 149,

This work of training our church members should never stop.
We need more Bihle elasses, medical clagses, literpture classes,
correspondence classes, and other classes in which cur laity
should be trained. Ts your church organized for wark? Have
you a training program, that includes every member? The
ehureh of Christ is the chureh at work in Christ’s service, and

it is of highest importance that God’s plan of organizatior and:

the training of His church be carried out.
' E. F, HACKMAN,

It May Be Your Boy

Turovan Rochester, N, Y., runs the Genesee River, between
steep and vocky banks. There are fally in the river, and dark
recesses. One time a gentleman who lived in the city had just
arrived on the train from a jourmey. He was anxious to get
home and meet his wife and children. The was hurrying along
the streete, with & bright vision of heme in his mind, when
he saw cn the bank of the river a lot of excited men. .

#What is the matter?” he shouwted. !

“ A hoy is in the water,” they replicd,

“ Why don’t you save him?%” he asked,

In a moment, throwing down his leather bag and pulling off
his coat, he jumped inte the stream, grasped the hoy in his
arnis, and struggled with him to the shore. As he wiped the
water from the dripping faee and brushed back the hair, he ex-
claimed, “ O God, it is my boy! ”

In seeking to save others, we save ourselves and those maost
dear to us; while some, too selfish to labor to save other people’s
children, often loge their own.— Selected.

. how to work

Fuifilling an Inspired Plan

A GREAT historian bears testimony to tho faet that God
prepares His agencics long years before their use is required.
The student of propheey knows this to be the case,.and the
Ingtitutional Relief Plan i one very striking example.

Long years before the foreign mission program of our de-
nomination was launched, definite counsel eame to our leaders
relative to the establishment of edueational institutions that
were to train workers for various lines of endeavor. As our
membership inereased and the sphere of actirity widened, an
ever-inereasing army of children and young people called for
still other schools, until today we have morve than fifty thousand
children and youth in gur eduneational institutions, preparing
for some line of usefulness in finishing our world-wide task.

The wonderful story of our foreign missions could not have
been written kad it mot been for our schools. Consecrated young
men and  women, trained for efficient scrvice, have plonecred
the work into all parts of the world, and their labors are being
followed by still cthers who aro coming fresh from our celleges
and academies year after year.

God foresaw just such a development ag now confronts us,
and He devised a plan to assure the suecess of our educational -
work., The following statement from “ Testimonies,” Vol. VI,
p- 469, outlines the plan:

# There are, in the divine providemee, particular periods when
we must arige in response to thoe call of God and make use of
our means, our time, our intollest, our whole being, body, soul,
and spirit, in fulfilling His requirements, The present is sach
a time as this, The interests of God’s cause are at stake, The
Lord’s institutions aro in peril. Beeause of the terrible burden
of debt under which our schools are struggling, the work iz
hindored on every side. In owr great necessity, God has made
a2 way through the diffieulty, and has invited us to co-operate
with Him in accomplishing His purpose. It was His plan that
the book, f Christ’s Objeet Lessons,” should be given for the
relief of our schogls, and He calls upon Hig people to do their
part in placing this bhook before the world. In this He is
testing His people and His institutions, to see if they will work
together and be of one mind in self-denial and self-sacrifice.”

Tt was Hig purpose that “in every church let every member
of every family make determined efforts to deny self and help
forward tho work. Let the childven act a park” The fact
that we have not carefully followed this plan down through the
yoars does not change the fact that it was God’s purpose to
prosper the educational work through the fulfilment of the plan.
We were told years later, ¥ He has ontlined o plan by which the
sehoals may be relieved of their indebtedness; and He will nat
vindicate the course of those who lay this plan aside for lack
of counfidemce in its success.”— Id., Fol. IX, p. 76. Also we
have been told, # The book, ‘ Ministry of Healing, may do the
same work for our sanitarivms and health institutions that
 Christ’s Object Lessons’ has done for our schools, This book
containg the wisdom of the Great Physician—Id., p. 71
“ There should be well-planned and persevering efforts made
to increase their sale”— Ihid.

The plan has been revived, and today you are asked to
dedicate time durfmg the next two weeks to aell at least ome
book or give to tho Instituticnal Relief Fund the equivalent
in eagh, Conforence and Tmstitutional workers are asked to
sell two books, Tast year somethirg over 50,000 hooks were
sold, Thousands of these went into homes where their message
will be a savor of life unto Iife, Many of our people have had
a wonderful blessing in following the Lord’s plan, A Bible
worker in an Eastern conference combined ¥ Christ’s Objeet
Lessong 7 with “ The Miristry of Healing,” and in one day
sold ten sets to the clergymen of {the eity, ineluding one set
to a Catholic priest. She declared she could have sold as many
more had she kad time, A pastor of one of our large eity
churches sold six copics Lo merchants while trading, A little
girl in a Weslern State sold twelve copies in a short time.
A man, not 2 member, sold seventeen copies in one day for cash.
Any one can sell one copy in two wecks, because the blessing
of the Lerd atte‘nds the faithful believgr whe determines to
fulfil the Lord’s plan.

God ealls every belicver irto thiz speecial cffort, “ Who then
is willing to eonseerate his service this day pmto the Lord¢ *
1 Chron. 29: 5. J. A, STEVENS.




A Friendly Chat About Reporting

OUE people have the repufation, even among outsiders, of
being very mealtous in missionary activities. A Roman Catholic
editor, Mr. John F. Noll, LL. D, paid us this eompliment:
“«The hody of Christians known as Seventh-day Adventists,
with only a hundred thousand members in the United States,
is 100 per cent zealous. ITis every memher is a missionary
who makes tremendous sacrifices for his faith”

While we cannot claim to merit the full compliment paid us,
yet our people are doing a great deal more work than we
learn of. We appreeiate our helief and the hope that the truth
. places In our hearts. All, doubtless, are doing something,
The real diffienlty is to get our memhers to tell of what they
are doing.

Some feel that it is aetually wrong to fell of their work;
that it is boasting. These need instruetion; they should be
taught what zeporting is, The gospel itsclf is simply a grand
report of what Christ has done for our redemption. “ Who
hath betieved our veport?” Isa. 53:1. The Bible Is composed
of reports. ‘You will remember the veport of the sples in
Numbers 13. The majority report was diseouraging, but there
wad a courageous minority who rendered a minority account of
God’s wonderful guidance of the Israelitish nation during past
yoars., Another wonderful report is found in the last chapter
of Joshua, terminating with the exhortation, © Cheoge you this
day whom ye will serve; as for me gnd my house, we
will scrve the Lord.”

Mauy minor reports are ineluded in Holy Writ. Let us kst
a few of them:

1. The first chapter of Genesis is God’s own veport of His
creation,

9. The first four books of the Old ‘Testament, are Moses’
report. ’

3. The angel of the scahng reports his work. Eze. 9: 11,

4. The four-Gospels aro reports of what these men saw and
heard.

. 5. The raport of the demon-possessed men. Luke 8: 3%

6. The apostles reported their work. Imke 2:10.
7. They veported again to thenr migsionary Leader. Mark
6: 30,

8, The report of the seventy. Tmke 10: 17,

9, Peter’s report. Acts 11:4; 15: 14,

10. Luke reported the progress of the early churek in the
book of Adcts.

11. Paul’s reports. Acts I4:27; 15: 18; 21:19; Rom. 1: 8,

12, PauPs financial report. 2 Corinthiang 8 (Phil, 4: 10-19).

13, The redeemed report their salvation in song in heaven.
Rev, 5: 9.

14. The Bible, in faet, is itself a great report of God’s
mereiful dealings with the childven of men. We are told in it,
# A good report maketh the bones fat.” Prov. 15: 30,

We are commanded to give our reports of what He has done
for us: “ Let the redecmed of the Lord say so” Ps. 107: 2.
“Ye shall be My witnesses,” Aets 1:8. “Return to thine
own house, and show how great things God hath done unto
thee” Luke 8: 39,

With those texts agrees the spirit of prophecy. “ Let all
have a part to aet. Train the young to do what is appointed
them, and from week to week let them bring their reports to
the missionary meeting, telling what they have experienced,
and through the graee of Christ what sueccess has been theirs.
If such reports wero brought in by consecrated workers, the
missionary meetings would not be duli and tedious. They would
be full of interest, and there would be no lack in attendance.”
—= Pastimonies,” Vol. VI, p. 436.

% Those who have united with the Lord in the covenant of
gervice are under bonds to unite with him in the great, grand
work of soul-saving. Let church members, during the week,
act their part faithfully, and on the Sabbath relate thelr ex-
perience. The meeting will then be as meat in due season,
bringing to all present new life and fresh vigor”—Id.,, Vol
VI, p. 19, \

¢ Let those who gain such an oxperience in working for tho
Lord, write an aecount of it for our papers, that others may be
encouraged. These reports should find @ place in our
papers; for they are far-reaching in their influence. They wilt
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be ag sweet fragrance in the church, a savor of life unto life,
Thus it is seen that God works with those who co-operate with
Him.™— Id., Vol. ¥I, p. 336.

Home feel diffident about relating experiences or reporting
the work dome, appealing to the words of Jesus, “ Let not thy
left hand know what thy right hand doeth.” List to the words
of the prophet: “ With many, the left hand does not know what
the right hand does, for the right hand does nothing worthy of
noliee of the teft hand. This lesson of Jesus to His diseiples
wag to rebuke those who wished fo receive glory of men.

I was shown that this seripture does not apply to those whe
have the cavse of God at heart, and use their means humbly
to advance it.”—Id., Vol, I, p. 183.

Tt is the motive that determines what the report #s. “ Christ’s
own words make His meaning plain,— that in acts of charity,
the aim should not he to secure praise and honor from men,
Real godliness never prompts an effort at display. Those who
desire words of praise and flattery, and feed upon them as a
gwoet morsel, are Christians in name only*—" The Mount of
Blessing,” p. 121,

The angels report our work ag well as theirs; why should we
be so ashamed to report if, or so negligent? If the angels were
ag negligent as we, our Father would have a very poor record
of what we are doing. “ A report is borne to heaven of every
suecessful effort on our part te digpel the darkness and to spread
abroad the knowledge of Christ. As the deed is recounted be-
fore the Father, joy thrills through all the heavenly host)—
“ The dets of the dpostles” p. 154, “ Likewise does joy thrill
through all our churches whem our members render g regular
report of their efforts to give the truth to othexs.”

“It were well . . . to remember the record kept on high,—
that book in whieh there are no omissions, no mistakes, and out
of which they will be judged. There every neglected opportu-
nity to do service to God is recorded; and there, too, every deed
of faith and love is held in everlasting vemembrance.”—
“ Prophets and Hings,” p. 639. Henry F. BrowN.

Sharpening Our Tools

SoMETIMES i is a good thing for the home missionary worker
to stop and sharpen his tools. The course offered by the Fire-
gide Correspondence School, of Takoma Park, Washington, D, C,,
on the subject, “ How to Make and Conduct Bible Readings,”
was prepared at the request of some of our leading evangelists,
and seems to be a very interesting and practical one. The spirit
of prophecy has spoken of the Bible reading method of giving
the truth to our neighbors as & “ heaven-horn idea.” By taking
this eourge, our church workers should be able to give Bible
readings of finer quality, and thus bring more persons to a
saving knowledge of the teuth, The regular priee of this course,
whieh inclades instruction on the meeting of people in their
homes, is $6. But where the home missionary. soclety takes up
the matter, and a group of three or more persons begin the
work together, the rate is only $4.50, and this includes the
matriculation fee of $1. The lessoms are thoroughgoing, and
the work of egch individual student is pcrsona]l;} supervised by
a eompetent teacher.

We already have instruetion in ‘printed form giving some
help on this important subjeet; but this eourse coffered by the
Firegide gocs somewhat farther. It teaches the student to
preparc his or her own readings, gives hints on momory training,
and puts at the student’s command the services of a competent

. teacher, who looks over the Bible readings prepared by the

student, and exiticizes and grades them. In this way practically
the same instruetion that is given in our schools and colleges
is broyght to the homes of eur people, and they have an oppor-
tunity to gét a training that will make them more effective
workers., Let us embrace this opportunity to train onr talents.
The long winter evenings are upon us. Here is a fine oppor-
tunity to make them count to the utmost. Let us speak of this
conrse as we have opportunity, and encourage others to take it.
Why should we not have in every church a group of persons
studying how to give the best kind of Bible readings? The
Fireside offers a number of other interesting courses, such as
Bible Doctrines, Public Speaking, ete. Tis new folder should
find a place in the hands of all our up-to-date home missionary
workers. M. E. OLSEN.
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Helps for Church Elders

THE new year with ifs respomsibilities and possibilities is
well upon us.- In every church and company of believers thers
has just cloged the annual election of officers, which implies
that many faithful and true shepherds of the flock are again
buckling on the armor for another year of service, and that
not a few new shephords are entering upon the task for the
first time, each resolved to do his best to meet the expectations
.of the Chief Shepherd and to be true to the trust imposed in
him by the brethren and sisters who have chosen his leadership,

Tifty-lwo Sabbaths in the new year —fifty-two occasions for
dispensing spiritual food to those who have a right to expect
an uplift for the soul and a new vision of the reality of the
Christian’s hope; fifty-two mid-week prayer and missionary
meotings, to be made spiritual, interesting, and instructive.
Truly this calls for rcsouress of unlimited seope, and to those
who cannot devote their cntire time to study and spiritual
interests it becomes a more or less perplexing problem.

The endeavor of the Ministerial Association to be of serviee
to minigters and eonference workers has ineluded a plan for
the help of tho chuvch elders and leaders as well. It is termed
the Auxtliary Ministerial Reading Course, The year 1925 was
the first in the history of this special Reading Course, and those
who availed themselves of its benefits speak in the highest
terms of the help reeeived. Based on the experience of last
year, it has been possible t0 make a selection of books of still
greater value to the church elder for 1926.

The Auxiliary Ministerial Reading course for 1926 consists
of the following books:

1. “How to Live the Tictorious Life,” by “Adn Unknown
Christian.”’

As the title implies, this book deals with a subject of vital
concern in every life. Every suceessful spiritual leader must
know this seeret for himself and for his people. The Spirit
of Christ breathes through cvery page of this clear setting
forth of just how to experience vietory over sin in daily living,
It is highly recommended by a number of cur ministers who
have read it and are making large use of itg appeal in their
personal work for souls.

2, “The Real Holy 8pirit,” by Dr. Cortland Myers.

This is a companion volume fo “ Real Prayer,” by the same
author, which has been so helpful to many of our chureh work-
ers during the last year, It deals with tho reality of recciving
the Holy Spirit in a simple, yet most econvineing manner, and
incites to transforming theory inte practical, tangible realiza-
tion. ¢ There is not one nominal Christian in a thousand who
has grasped, with any personal appreciation, the great faet of
the Holy Spirit,” states Dr, Myers. “We are in ignorance and
weakness because the greatest of truths is covered with un-
reality. .

8, % The Pastoral Epistles of Paul,” An Exposition of First

and Second Timothy, and Tius by Charles B. Erdman.
" The anthor dedicates kis book “ To the Greater Glory of the
Chief Shepherd,” and im Dbis introduction states that Paul’s
epistles to Timothy and Titus * were directed to men whe wore
in charge of Christian congregatbioms, and are espeeially de-
signed to guide pastors in their eare of churches. They are,
therefore, properly called ‘ The Pastoral Epistles,” hoth beecanse
of their content and by way of eminence, for there exist else-
where no comparable gunides in pastoral serviee,” Al phases
of pastoral responsibility and preblems are dealt with iu a
helpful manner in this little volume of 158 pages, .

4, “F Cried, He Answered,” a little book in the natwre of
“d Testimony to Adnswered Praver”

This is an authentie’ compilation of “remarkable answera to
prayer,” elassified under eight headings, as follows:

Prayer for the Recovery of the Siek

Prayer for Finaneial Aid

Prayer for Deliveranee in Time of Danger

Prayer for Guidance .

Prayer for the Conversion of Individuals

Prayer for Revivals

Prayer for Various Objects . .
© Prayer in Relation to Missiong and Migsionaries

This book will be of special value m furnighing the keynote
of inspiration for the mid-week prayer and missionary meeting.

The combination priece on these four books, when ordered
togethor, is very small— about $2. Order through your fraet
society, and write to the undersigned for Registration Card
and partieulars as to further help available along other limes,

MINTSPERIAT A SSOCIATION,
Greneral Conference,
Takoma Park, D, C.

Missionary-Prayer Meeting Suggestions

As the church has been organized on earth for missionary
purposes, it surely nceds to meet regularly to give consideration
to its mission work. What is the use of itg giving attention to
overy other duty if it neglects the one for which it was organ-
ized? Clearly, no church can fail in holding its missionary
meeting and planning for its missionary work without being
weakened and becoming inefficient,

The time question is usually the hardest to settle in connection
with holding a missionary meeting. Most of our churches that
are holding suecessful missionary meetings, do so in eonnection
with their weekly prayer meeting, allowing half an hour for
missionary work and the rest for prayer and Bible study or
testimonies. It is @& fact that devotional and missionary activi-
ties cannot be separated in the life of the real Christian, and
we find that they work together in the missionarvy-prayer
meetings,

Every church in North Ameriea should make decided cfforts
to build up its prayer and missionary meetings., The attend-
anee in most cases is small, due, probably, to a lack of interest.
These ‘mectings ought to be the most inferesting during the
week, and can be if proper attention is given to the program
rendered, The seripture says, “ Not forsaking the assembling
of ourselves together, as the manmer of some is; but exhorting
one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day ap-
proaching.” Heb. 10: 25.

A migsionary meeting is nceded for goveral reasons:

1. That prayer may be offered for the blessing of God on
the workers, and on those for whem the chureh is working.

2, Thal aggressive soul-saving work may be planned.

3, That study may be given to methods of werk, preparation
needed, the times in which we live, and other subjoets relating
to effeetive missionary work.

4, That the work dome may be veported, for the encourage-
ment of the members. .

5. That the necessary business conneeted with the missionary
work may receive attention,

These meeotings should be earefully planned by the missionary
ecommittee each month. The leader is the leader of the mission-
ary work of the church, and is usnally the ehureh elder by virtue
of his office, The seeretary tg the ehurch missionary gecretary.
She should keep the minutes of the missionary meeting, render-
ing a report every session, The following suggestive program
might be of help to our churehes:

7:80.7: 45 Song, prayer, minntes, song.

7:45-8: 00: Reporis of labor, with encouraging comments,

speeial song, or reeitation,

8:00-8: 20: Tesson, consisting of instruetion (not a sermon
or exhortation, but seme definite line of
missionary work, fleld of labor, or other
subject relating to missionary work).

8:20.8: 30: Announcement of next meeting, other an-
nouncements, collection, eloging song.

Of eourse if the meeting i@ held in eonjunetion with the

prayer meeting, some changes will be neecasary.

Divine Admonition

The “ Testimonies ” have much to say regarding our prayer
and missionary meetings, and every ome will do well to ponder
these statementa eavefully:

“ Let the missionary meeting be turned to account in teaching
the pecple how to do migsionary work.”— An Appeal to Our
Churches)” p. 11,

“ Our meetings should be made intensely intevesting. They
should be pervaded with the very atmosphere of heaven, Tt
there be no long, dvy speeches and formal prayers, merely for
the sake of oseupying the time. All should be ready to act
their part with promptness.”—* Testtmonies,” Fol. ¥, p. 609.

“Let the church awale, lot every member take up his individ-
ual work, and vindicate the name of the T.ord by which he is
called. . . . When faith lays hold upen Christ, the trath will
bring delight to your soul, and religion will not be = dull,
uninteresting enterprise. Your soeial meetings, now tame and
epiritless, will be vitalized by the Hely Spirit, and your daily
experiences will becomo 1ieh as you practise the Christianity .
you profess.”—“Adn Appeal to Owr Churches?” pp. 8, 9.

Let us arige, brethren, and revive the ‘prayer-meeting spirit.
Let us revive the old-time missionary meetings, that our
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churches may be filled with the presence of the Holy Spirit and
the work of God be speedily finished.

Suggestive Topics for February
February 3
Texpt: Luke 10: 25-30.
8eed Thoughts: Who is my neighbor? C. O. L., p. 386, par. 5.
Clo-operation df anmgels in .the work of seulsaving. C. O. L,
p. 388, par. 2. Heb. 1:14.

February 10

Text: Matt. 25: 34, 40,

8eed Thoughts: “'The works show whether the faith is
genuine.” “Qur characters are revealed by what we do.'—
C. 0. L., p. 312, Christ the great missionary, will be a soul-
winning power in our lives if He truly abides in our hearts.
“Those whe reject the privilege of fellowship with Christ in
gervice, reject the only iraining that imparts a fitness for
partieipation with Him in His glory.”——“ Educaticn,” p. 264,
par. 8.

February 17

Text: Matt. 13:1-9: Mark 4: 1-20.

Seed Thoughts: “ The seed is the word of God.” Tauke 8: 11,
Christ’s mission to this earth. O, O. T, p. 35, par. L. Our
business is to sow the seed. TEecl. 11: 6. Our reward. Ps.
126: 6. Study C, O. L,, p./39, par. 1.

February 24

Text: 1 Thess. 1: 6-8,

Seed Thoughts: The earty Christians followed the example of
Christ and the apostles in soul-wimning. They belicved and
obeyed the gospel commission of Matthew 28:19, 20. The
faithful Christian in thesc last days will also witness for Christ
in service for others. ¢ Tdueation,” p. 264, par. 1.

HoME MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT,

s

Are You a Business Christian?

THIS is 2 strange question, isw't it It is taken these days
ag a matter of faet that in business cverybody has a clear
field for looking out for himself, for driving good bargaing;
in short, everyhody is expscted to look oub for himsclf, and
himself only. But right here true Christianity shines hrightest.
And the sweet prineiple Jesus left, of doing unte others as we
would they should do unto us, will have in i, when cxereised,
reacting power for great good, coming back in good will from
those about us.

As an iHusteation of how such actions work, we clip the fol-
lowing experience from an exchange: 5

“ Two neighbors, A. snd G., called at the home of J., when
substantially the following conversation took place:

“A.fMr J, X have come fo buy potatoes’

“ G, “Well, so haye 1. .

“J, ¢ Al right, gentlomen; I have about ten bushels to sell.
How many do you each want?’

“ A, ‘T want at least that many, and have the monéy to pay
for them.’

“J, ¢ Neighbor ¢., how many do you want?’

“ (4 ¢Well, T want about ten bushels also, and was intending
to ask you to wait on me for tho money; but as you can get
the eash, you will donbtless not wish to sell to me/’

“«J. 4{Tm not so sure of that, Mr. A, you have the money;
you ean buy potatoes anywhere. Neighbor G. has not the cash,
and so must buy where he ean be trusted. I will let him have
the potatoes.’

«Thig was the beginning, Later J. called Gg attention fo
certain tracts, books, papers, ete, inviting him to read and in-
vestigate. This he willingly did, with the happy result that
he Tully believed and acespted the truth.

“ Thig is no faney sketeh, G. is now dead; but he died re-
joicing in the truth of God. J.still Yives, and still lets his light
shine. A, has passed away, but during his lifetime many thmes
spoke in the highest terms of lis neighbor who refused cash
in order to sell to a ncedy neighbor on eredit. From this simple
ach of Christian courtesy there has gone forth a wave 'of in-

‘ flnence, the eomplete resnlis of which eannot be known till the
time when all the acts of our lives are-made manifest.” —
Sclected.

-1

*

. Evangelism
(Church Officers, Please Notice)

AT the last Fall Council held in Des Moines, Iowa, the most
vital subject diseussed was that of evangelism at home and
abroad. As the delegates listened for geveral hours to the soul-
stirring reports rendercd, their hearts were touched again and
again. It secmed that the spirit of evangelism had taken pos-
segsion of cvery one, il was eontagious; and our conference
leaders were tremendously stirred. Every one félt that thig
important topie shoutd be assigned to s speeial committee, and
the following ig their report as adopted:

“ In harmony withYhe purpose of Christ for every worker and
believer in the church, and believing that there has never heen
an opportunity more full of promise for reaping the harvest of
souls hore in the homeland; and, further, being assured that
every conference should continually add o the churehes within
its sisterhood, and that every chureh ghould be continually
adding to ik own membership,

“We yecommend, 1. That all our loeal conferences lay plang

to carry on during the coming winter months a strong evangel-.
istie program, throwing their full foree into the field, and as
many as possible of the departmental workers, encouraging
them to join in thig aggressive goul-winning campaign,
. €92, That pastors of churches be encouraged to make evangel-
ism the strong fcature of their work, urging their members to
join them n working FOR THE NEIGHBOREHOODS IN
WHICH THE CHURCHES ore located. '

¥ 3, That in this effort of evangelism we make prominent the
fundamental truths of the message, presenting these to the
people as God’s plan for this time.

“ 4, That we lay before our workers and people the necessity
of entering fully Into an cxperience of fellowship with Geod,
and daily walk with ITim, thus making thoir preseniation of
the message a revelation of a living experience in Christ,
thereby making it possible for God 1o use us all in the saving
of souls as He desires.

“ 5, That conferenee exeeutives, in planning for the campaign,
give congideration not only to the large eities, bul to the smaller
towns and more Temote loealities where the truth has never been
preached,” .

Thus we gee that sueh steps were taken as would insure a
general soul-winning mevement in which every worker is to join.
Aecording to the spirit of propheey, the greatest force in this
work should he the laity. When we add to the power of our
workers the sonl-winning efforts of a comsecrated laity, great
will he the results. In an endeavor to bring all our churches
into this movement, the followi}lg reeommendation was brought
in by the Commitiee on Plans:

“ WHEREAS, ‘ The work of God in thig earth can never be
finished until our church members rally €0 the work and unite
their efforts with those of ministers and church officers,” thus
emphasizing that it iy the purpose of God that every believer
gshould be & ¢ fisher of men,’ therefore,

“ Resplved, (1) That in every eonference greater emphasis be
Iaid wpon the plans for developing the soul-winning possibilities
of the church membership; (2) That the first Sunday of each
month be gppointed as the time for the general ‘field day’
when all oue ehurches will plan to visit tho homes in their.
locality with onr miggionary literature, in an endeavor to
thoronghly evangelize the territory; (3) That caveful follow-up
cfforts be made 'for every person manifesting any interest.”

Chureh officers, do you not feel that the time has eceme for
sueh & decided movement in every church, yes, in your church?
I am sure you can say & fervent “ Amen * fo all the ahove plans.
Will you not mow lay immediate plans for soul-winning work
in your loeality? By holding Bible readings, distribuiing liter-
ature, and through other means you could do much. We now
have a fine array of literature that would have cheered the
hearts of the pioneers in” their day. We have the Signs,
Watchman, Present Truth, The Fomily Bible Teacher, traels,
and our small boeks, Bnlist all in this work. AN can do

somcthing. HoME MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT.
L
“ Hg gaith auto them, Follow Me, and T will make you fishers
of men,” Matt. 4: 19,
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Migsionary Yolunteer
Mepartment

Devotional Meeting for February 6
Senior and Junior
Topic: The Conlinent of Opporturiity,
' Notes to the Leaders

South Ameriea, the Continent of Oppoglunity, is to be the
recipient of funds which the Missionary Volunteers of America
raise during the year 1926, That we may better understand

* the eountry, its pecple, and some of the problems which our

miggionaries meet in that field, we are to devote six or seven
programs to its study. South Ameriea, a larnd whieh has known
great darkness because of the domination of @ false religion,
i3 experiencing a new era. It has beeomo the land of romanee
in the mission ahnalg. Its study is full of thrills, and also of
stoady growth. That our young people may learn to know and
love their southern brothers, and bend with them to the task
of warning a great eontinent, is the wish of those who have
planned and prayed for the suceess of thess programs,

We are indeed fortunate to have had in North America dur-
ing 1925, the division Missionary Velunteer secretary, Elder
C. P. Crager has been at liome on his furlough after eight years
of service in that great eontinent. Thoroughly aequainted with
the Spanish language, and eonversant with two others of the
chief languages spoken on that eontinent, he is peculiarly fitted
for his work. Those who have become aequainted with him
have felt the fire of his enthusissm and consecration, The story
of his service reminds one of another groat service,— In jour-
neyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, . . . in
perils by the heathen, in perils in the eity, in perils in the
wilderness, in perils in the sea. . . . In weariness and painful-
ness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst” 2 Cor.
11: 26, 27,

Now that we have had a slight introduetion, we shall enjoy
the material presented for mission study all the more, for Elder
Crager has consenled to hecome responsible for obtaining from
his field the very hest and newest and most inspirational ma-
terial it is possible to get. And he is smeeeeding, too. Ttis a
temptation to me to fell you a few of the good things that he
is saving up for futurc programs. But it is better to know the
continent first. And so, in Elder Crager’s artiele in this issue
you will find some high points of fact concorning the continent
we ave to study, Just because we have not divided it up into
different artieles and talks for you, is no reason why the in-
formation given here should be presented by omne person, The
program committee should make an outline of the different
phases to be presented, and then ask a different member to be
regpousible for each. Because we are handieapped by the small
amount of spaee we have in the GAZerTE, we are asking that
eaeh use the maferial here given but as a basis for further
study. Suveh books as Carpenter’s < Geographieal Reader ¥ has
many interesting faets. “The Qonlinent of Opportunity,” hy
Clark; “TLatin Ameriea,” by Hubert W. Brown; “ Glimpses
of Indian Ameries,” hy 'W. F. Jordan; South American
Weighbors,” by Homer C. Stuntz; and eur own most popular
Reading Course book, “In tho Land of the Tneas,” hy T, A.
Stahl, all contain material which will not only make this pro-
gram more complete, hut will be of value in the planwing of
tuture programs. Why not send for at least two of them for
your Missionary Volunteer library? ;

Tor a poster, cut out an outline map of the continent.' Place
acrosy it a large guestion mark, and underneath this the an-
nouncement of the meeting,

Notes to College Leaders

Why not turn this program over to the seetion of your
Foreign Mission Band that is making a speeial study of South
Amerieat It would be well to plan now how many mission
programs you will have during the present term. Tn general,
the material given in the GazErrT will follow the outline:
1. General conditions, sueh as geography, government, indus-
tries, ote.; 2, The missionary’s problem in dealing with the
language, provireialism, eustoms, and native ways of thinking:
3. The problems involved in introdueing the na*ives and other
inhabitants of the continent to Christ, what it means to them
to break with old eustorns and belicfs; 4. The physieal side of
the missionary’s life and of pioneering; 5. Some results of work
already done, the experiences of those who have already turned
from heathenism to serving the Master; 6. Our work and
methods used in making our missions a sueccess in South
Ameriea, ’

With this outline in mind your band will have no trouble in
planning and exeeuting some interesting and profitable studies.

Senior Notes

Just beeause this is a mission program, the regwlar Standard
of Aitainment drill should not be omitted. This week you
s}éogl'd ”plan to cover Lesson V, “The Origin and Results
of Sin,

Por further material, study some of the history of South
America. There have been several outstanding figures, Pizarro
and the story of the subjugation of the Ineas is one which would -
be well to understand if one is to know the conditions at the
Tnea Mission. Omne of the most brilliant and unselfish patriots
of history lived and fought for the independence of South
Ameriea, A story of San Martin aud his sacrifices for his
country would make another interesting and profitable talk for
this program. (8See Junior note.) Simon Bolivar is another
figure of romance, Public and sehool libraries contain sueh
information.

If you have some Junior members, do not forget to give them
&4 definite part. Perhaps some Junior in the seventh grade ean
give a good map study. Another might present a modeled map,
and explain the topography of the continent. (See Junior
note.)’ ‘

. Junior Notes

For Standard of Attainment drill, study section on “ Nature
of Man,* page 7 of Junior Manual. It is very important te
have a good map of South Ameriea to hang up before the
soeiety., If a world map or a map of the Western Hemisphere
is also available, the comparative pogition of the eontinent may
be mueh more easily seen., The Junior superintendent should
help the Juniers taking part to use concrete examples. For
ingtanee, in explaining position, you might point out that if
one could drop a string siraight south from New York, it would
lie along the west coast of South Ameriea. Ask a Junior who
has been studying map making, to make a relief map out of
flour, salt, and water (this makes a stiff dough), showing the
mountaing, plaing, and principal riveys. The explaining.of his
map may be the basis of his talk.

After the differeat phases of the artiele have been presented
by the members, the superintendent should tell the story of San
Martin, Show the unselfish hero that he was, and eloge with
the thought that the same unselfishness is needed today to free
the continent from the darkness of heathenism and superstition.
The following brief sketech may help the superintendent in
his study: ‘

Jogé de San Martin was born in 1778. He was edueated in
Spain, and early showed traits of leadership. Just ag he came
into young manhood, the United States was forming her Re-
publie. 8an Martin studied and loved the liberty which was
the foundation of thig new zepublic. He contrasted its free-
dom with the downtrodden eondition of his own country,
Argentina, Tn young manhood he eame into prominenee as one
of the most able commanders in the army of Buenos Aires.
But this farseeing man vealized that to make liberty permanent,
he must free the western eoast, and partieularly Pern, which
was the center of Spanish domination. Resigning his eommand,
he withdrew to the western frontier, and there he trained a
hardy group of soldiers, Many stories come down to us of the
sacrifice of this little band of disciplined men. < Ladies, we
are told, gave their jewels to aid fhe eause, and heroie men
volunteered to serve simply from love of liberty.” And so the
little army grew, and beeame moro and more efficient. Finally,
in 1817, this little hand of determined men set out, sealed the
“impossible” Andes, and won a deeisive vietory in Chile.
Then marehing hLis forces northward, San Martin took the
Spanish armies by surprige, and liberated Peru.

It was after these brilliant vietories that San Martin did
one of the most unselfish aets ever recorded in history. He
eame in eontact with another eonqueror, Simon Bolivar, who
had succeeded in freeing the eountries to the north, San Martin
and Bolivar mot and held a conference, haoping to unite their
forees, and thus make the freedom of the whole continent
assured. But after several talks, San Martin became convineced
that Bolivar, although interested in the freedom of hi¥ country,
wag still more interested in making himself dietator., He felt
that he eould not eougeientiously work with him, and so instead
of elashing with him and precipitating a eivil war between
patriots, San Martin, in the height of his suceess, quictly with-
drvew. He left the eountry and went to France, where he died
in obgenrity and poverty, attended only by a faithful daughter,
Is it -any wonder that now his countrymen delight to honor
his memory?

South America

Territory

Tue South American Divigion ineludes the cight republies
of Brawil, Argentina, Urngnay, Paraguay, Chile, Bolivia, Peru,
and Eenador. (Toint out these various republics on the map
as they are named.) These republics are gromped into two
union econferences and two union missions. The Austral Unien
ineludes the republies of Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay, and
Chile; the Souwth Brazil Union inecludes the southern portion
of Brazil; the Bast Brazil Union Mission ineludes northern
and castern Brazil; and the Tnea Union Mission ineludes Peru,
Bolivia, and Feuador.

Atea N

South Ameriea has an avea of only one million square miles,
less than that of all North Amerviea from Panama to the
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Arvetie Ogean, or twiee the arca of all the United States,
ineluding Alagka. To make another comparison, all the United
Btates, meluding Alaska, together with the whole of Furops,
eould be laid on the map of South Ameriea.

Position

The eily-of Buenos Alres, capital of the Argentine Republie
and the mefropolis of South America, has the same latitude as
the wmost sonthern ¢ity of Sonfh Africa, the eity of Cape Town.
The most southern point of South America dips dewn into the
Antarctic Occan. The most southern cify is Punta Arenas.
Pucnos Aives has practically the same latitude south as Wash-
ington, D. (!, has north. Santiago, Chile, on the west coast of
South Amperica, has the samce longitude as New Yovk on the
past eoast of North Ameriea, a faet which is not generally
veecognized unless one takes the pains to look on the map and
notiee just how South America liss in relation to North Ameries.

Vegetation

In South Ameriea ean be found practieally every product of
our Northern gountries, and many others besides, which, hecause
of climatic conditions, canuot grow in the United States or
Huvope, '

Climate

South America hag almost every imaginable climate, from
the severe heat of the tropies as found in some portions of
Brazil, Peru, and Eeuador, to the severe cold of winter as found
in the high plateaus of the Andes and the southern poertions of
Argentina and Chile. In theso countries lying south of the
equator, the seasons, of eourse, are reversed, Christmas wsually
being o day of extreme heat, and the Fourth of July coming in
the middle of winter. Climatic conditions, howevey, are con-
giderably affected by ocean ewrrents, so that a point of the same
latitude sonth as a eorresponding city in the north latitude has
a milder ¢limate. Theve are sections of the west ecoast of South
Americs — for example, the city of Lima, Pern, and portions
of northern Chile — where yain is unknown, owing to the high
mountaing on the east in such elose proximity.

Tapography

The greatest mountain system in the Western- Hemisphere
rang for about 4,000 miles throughout the length of South
Ameriea, from Cape Horn to Panama, In faet, the Andes of
South America continwo on inte Central Ameriea and Mexieo,
and finally mevge inte our ;c,rrea,t Rocky Mountain system. The
highest peak in the Andes, Mt. Aconcagua, Les on the border
hetween Argentina and Chile, Its elevatlion is a- little over
23,000 feot, and is the second highest mountain in the world.
There ave fifteen other mountain peaks in the Andes which
reaeh an elevation of over 15,000 feet. The three highest
voleanoes in the world are in the Andes,

South America has the,greatest river systems in the world,
The Amazon ig a8 wide at its mouth as the Fludgon River is
long, and the island which lies at its meuth is twice as large
as the State of Massachusette, It has ten fributarvies of the
some ¢lass as the Mississippi River. Tt is 4,000 miles long, and
counting its principal tributaries, it has more than 50,000 miles
of navigable water. The Ovinoco, 1,500 miles long, flows into
the Atlantic through Venezucla, and forms o delta which begins
otie hundred miles from the sea. The Rio de La Plata (River
of Bilver) drains an area equal to cue fourth of the United
States of Ameriea,

These three river systems drain an area of three and one
half million square miles, an area greater than that of the
United Btates, ineluding Alaska. Qwing to the close proximity
of the Andes to the west coast of South Ameriea, and the large
cxtent of rainless tervitory, me large rivers arc found on the
west coast. There are, however, a2 good -number of very swift

rivers, which, were they fully harnessed, would provide in- -

‘caleulable eleetric power.

Large lakes are not numcrous. However, Lake Titieaea, on
the Lorder of Peru and Belivia, has an area of 5,000 square
miles, with an average depth of 700 feet. Tt is the highest
navigable lake in the world, lying at an altitude of sbout
13,000 feet ahove sea level, '

Teople - N

The geographical situation of South America places its sast
coast nearer the markets and the political and scelal influences
‘of the Ol World, As a result, the cities of Rio de Janeiro,

9

Montovideo, and Buenos Aires are, in practically all respects,
the equal of the best Turopcan cities. They are much in
advance of the cities of the west eoast in- their modern eivie
culiure and life,

These republics ave known as Latin republies, but in the
true sense of the word this is a litile misleading, It is true that
Roman ecivilization has dominated this vast regien ginee its early
diseovery and conguest by Spain and Portwgal; yet quite a
percentage of the pcople speak a lamguage not derived from
the Latin. The original people spoke many langnages and
dialects. The longnage of their comquerors was s{ronger be-
cause move developed, and it has prevailed over the tongues of
the Indian tribes, and has assimilated many of its words.
However, there are sections where the Indian language is
strongly developed, and is spoken even by the botter class of -
poeple; for cxample, in the eity of Asuneion, the capital of
Paraguay, one will hear the Guarini spoken around the table
in gome of the best homes. There are certain portions of Pern
where the people speak almost entirely Quichua.

In some sections of South Ameriea there is a strong mixtnre
of the Indian blood with the white, besides the large purely
Indian population. This is cspecially true on the wesl coast
of South America. In Brazil there is a large Negro population,
a relie of the glave trade formerly earried on in Brazil; and
there being no eolor line, there iz a large mixtwre of white and
colored. On the west eoast, especially in Peru, there is some
mixture of Chinesc with the native Latin Llood.'

The Indian population is very interesting. The early Ineca
civilization of Peru and Bolivia was a very ligh civilizatiou.
Traces found today of their work in masonry, pottery, an®
weaving, and their mode of govevnment all show that the Incas
eonqué‘red by Piazarro in the sixteenth century were a VOry
different people from the downtrodden, ignoramt, degenerate
Indians of today.. Their conquerors were most Lrutal. The
church took an aetive part in the econquest, and its representa-
tives, with but few exceptions, not only did nothing to prevent
the outrages, but stood ready to speed with its blessing all of
the invaders who might fall in batfle or in private DLrawls.
The result was that the native tribes were reduced nearly to
a state of slavery.

As a result of the'eonquest of the native tribes, aud the open-
ing up of the rich lands to foreign exploitation, therve have been

Jdevaloped, in the course of the four centuries, twe distinet

clagses. TWirst was the eultured, or ruling, class, who received
large grants during the eelonization period. This class also
includes the leading professional men, and frem this class have
come some ontstanding characters recognized the world around,
both in their professioms and in the affairs of mnations. The
other class is the Creole, or mixed population, formed in a large
degree by the amalgamation of many races, but prineipally by
tho mixture of white and Indian, A middle class, such as we
Imow it in the United States, is hardly known in South Ameries,
One finde the rich on one hand and the extremely poor on the
other.

South America also has a'large cosmdpolitan population,
almost every nation of Europe, as well ag Orientals, being rep-
regonted in different republics,

Religien

The original Tndian was a pagam, and there are still many
tribes in the interior of South Ameries that have never come in
contact with the gospcl, and are still purely pagan and savage
The Indian, as he was conquered by the Latins in the sixteenth
century, immediately came under the influence of the churek,
and his religion today, as he has learned it from the priest, is
o mixture of his old paganism with the forms of the gospel,
He eommemorates the saered days of the church by pagan
debauchery and reveling, and his religious status is pitisble
and deplorable. In faect, the four hundred years and more of’
Roman rule and influence has tended only to greater degenersa-
tion and slavery. The vrest of the population, Buropean o
mixed Burvepean and Indiam, iz largely Catholic, On the one.
hand, we have the old-type fanatieal Catholie, and beecause of
the great ignorance in which the people have been persistently
held by the priests, they stand in fear of the priests, are very
superstitious, and will believe anything told them by the priests,
On the other hand, there is a large and growing class, and it
ig growing rapidly, of those who, haviné beeome more cdueated
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and liberal, whose eyes arve being cpened, have become disgusted
_with the veligion of the priesthood, and knowing ne other re-
ligion, have lost all cenfidence in religion and in Ged, and are
mfidels and atheists. While the chureh still holds strong gway
in most parts, yet theve is a tendeney, which iy growing in many
sectiong, to break loose from the Chureh of Rome, Some re-
publies have already declared a separation of church and state,
and have gnaranteed religious liberty, Others are seriously
digeussing it. :

The time is opportune o give these people a knowledgs of
the true gespel, for there are many hearts feeling out after,
something better than the Churéh of Rome Yas offercd them.

C. P. CragGER. .

1

Some More Interesting Ttems About. South America

MintioNg of Indians and other native peoples in Latin
America have not been reached by the Christian message, and
are as pagan as any in the heart of Africa. .

Startling irreverenec of expression is eommon in thess
% yoligious ” countrics. Omne sees sueh signs as “ Buteher Shop
of the Holy Spirit; # “ Furniture Shop of the Saviour;”
mineral water named “ Jesps Water,” and cigarettes dedicated
te Jesus.

Of the one million peeple in Buenos Aires, there are probably
only a few hundred men who attend religious services.

Drink has nearly wiped out the Indians in many parts of
South America. In Valparaiso, Chile, there iz ene salcon for
every twenty-four men. 'With a population ¢f 140,000, more
cases of drunkenness were reported in ene year than in ali
Londen.

There are more than 6,000,000 Afrieans among the 30,000,600
people in Brazil, and many of them are the audest type of
Negro on the American hemispheve.

Devotional Meeting for February 13

Senior
Topic: dn Answer — Standard of Attainment.
. Seng Service and Opening Song.
. Blackboard Lights, '
. Leader’s Remarks: “ A Reason for Our ¥ope.”
Tarnest Prayer.
Study: Review first five Bible Doctrine Lessons,
Talk: * How, When, What?”
Talk: “ And Why?”
Reading: “ Lest We Torget.”
. Talk: “ God TLeads”
. Symposgium: “ An Answer.”

Junior
Topie: Reidy to dAnswer.
Song Serviet.
Leader’s Two Minutes,
. Sentence Prayers,
Taoll: * A Message T'rom Young Fotks!”
. HExereiso: “Do You Enow?”
Tall: “ Beeoming Attainment Members.”
Rommd Table.
. Superintendent’s Talk: “ God Leads”
. Closing Prayer.
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Senior Notes

This is Standard of Attainment day! Tt is hoped that you
have been working up te it sinee the very first week of the year,
so that the day has gathered intervest, gained from previous
study, suggestions, advertisement, and most earnest prayer.
Too much time cannot he spent in prayer. Gather your .com-
mittee about you, and plead carnestly and eften for divime help
and power in your Misgionary Volunteer Soeiety. * More things
are wropght by prayer than thiz world dreams of.*— John
Wesley. '

Thig should be onc of the most inspiring programs of the
year, 8o that every Missionary Volunteer will be impelled, as
it were, to join the Standard of Attainment class to study and
fearn for himself the wonders of thiz message. Begin on time
with a wide-awake song serviee, and open the mecting with an
appropriate hymn,

2. Blackboard Lights— Education through the eye is twiee
as eonvineing as that through the ear; so make much of the
blackboard. Make the quotation or phrase thereon short and
pointed, that it may be easily memorized or at least bring the
meaning definitely to the reader. For thiz program, the two
thoughts ingide the fromt ecover ef the Jumior Standard of
Attainment Manual aro very good.

&. Leoder’s Remarks: * 4 Reason for Our Hope’— Read or -

gquote sueh vorses as Johm 5: 38 and 2 Tiwmothy 2:15. BEwm-

phasize the meaning of the words “search” and “study.”
Have yon seen a man dig for silver? Deces a miner seratch the
surface? Did yeu ever lose a treasure, and lock leng and in-
tently for it Have you studied for a history or a geometry
examination? How did you study when you knew Professor
expected you to remember that date, that battle, that
prineiple? These experiences are mere hints toward the mean-
ing of these words in the Scriptures, Much greater things are
at stake in eonnedtion with the searching and studying of the
Bible and our denominational background than merely earthly
treasures er credits in school. Sister White tells us that “in-
tense earnestness sheuld now take possession of us— Testi-
monies,” Vol. IX, p. 44. Be in earnest! Read such stirring
parvagrapke from the spirit of prophecy ag are found in “ Early
Writings,” pages 87, 88; “The (reat (ontroversy,” pages
625, 626; “ Testimonies,” Velume V, pages 707, 708; and the
quotation on the front of Missionary Volunteer Leaflet No 21,
% Standard of Attainment.”

5. Study: Review First Five Bible Doctrine Lessons— You
have been having several wecks of drill now, and have covered
five lesgons. This is a good time te have a short, snappy review.
It might be well to make even mere of it, and have tho review
partake ef the nalure of a test. Pass out pencils and papers,
and then ask a lst of earefully prepared questions which may
be answered by a text. Ask the members to exchange papers,
and then correct them,

6, Tall:: “How, When, What?”— This tallt should be a
birds-cye view of the Standard of Attainment, how and when
it began, and what it was designed to do. “ Tt will strengthen

. the }old of the young peeple upon the truth for this time; it

will save many from drifting away; il will strengthcn the
ehureh and extend its missionary work; it will furnish reeruits
for higher training and serviee; it will comnstitute a basis for
a stronger dememination intellectually and spiritually, and in
number of adherents, The Standard of Attainment in this
denomination aims for preparedness of the highest order; it is
like “ a nail fagtened in a sure place.” Ample material will be
found in the introdwetory pages of both Semier and Junier
Standard of Attainment Manuals; also in the above-mentioncd
leaflet No. 21, page 7 and on,

¥, Talk: “And Why? "— Bage this falk on pages 3.7 of
leaflet Ne. 21, See thal this is well given, that it may win
members to the Standard of Attainment class,

9. Tallz: “ God Leads— See Superintendent’s Talk in the
Junior notes,

10. Symposium: “ An Answer”— Omit any two or three
numbors on this program rather than these personal testimonies.
What has been done ean be repeated. Have some of your mem-
bers tell these experiences, or better stiil, perhaps seme have
had personal experiences which they ean relate,

(1) A few years ago 8ix young people in the Columbia Union
organized o Standard of Attainnent class. They coneeived the
idea of inviting friends to join thom. They put forth every
offort to make the clasg interesting, and the friends ecame, Cath-
olieg and Lutherany cujoyed our denominational histery. Then
came Bible Doetrines. The original six prayed carnestly, and
the visiting frionds beecame sober and thoughtful as subject
after subjeet was thoroughly investigated. The Sabbath test
wag cne indeed, as Joss of werk, 'hemo, and friends confromted
them; but not one faltered, Today all are in the ranks, in
turn seeking to win others to Clirigt,

(2) “ The Standard of Attainment was the chief faector that
changed me from the wicked, downtrodden way to the peaceful
Chryistian life enioyed by those who put their trust in the un-
failing love of Christ.

“Two years ago I was just a boy like thouwsands of others,
indelging in the world of gin, having lest almost all hope of
ever emerging from the siuful pit into which Satan had plunged
me, Kverything seemed dark, and my spirituat life was at a
low ebb. T had tried hundreds of times to quit my evil habits,
but as fast as T resolved to do good, Satan would tempt me,
and ¥ would fall, and be thrown farther into that pit of despair.
I had nearly given up cver living a better Nfe. T would not
attend Sabbath school or church, but I did go to Missionary
Volunteer meetings, and I took great intercst in the Standard
of Attainment lesson, The fessens told so many wonderful facts
about Jesus and His love for fallen man, As J studied, I
tearned that, wicked as T was, Christ would accept me. After
I had attended the Attainmeul class for abouwt three months,
I had given up nearly all my bad habits, and in eight months,
I wag buried In baptism, aceepting Christ as my personal
Savionr. The Standard of A‘tainmont is a great faetor in
teaching the youth the love of Christ and keeping them true

“to the eause.”

(8) Two years ago, Flder G. J. Beltzer, of the South Side
Church, Chicago, econducted a Standard of Attainment eclass,
forty of whom passed with good grades, the youngest membor
of ten years receiving 96 per ecent. The class memorized one
to three texts for each point of our faith. Last year, Elder
Seltzer again taught a similar class, conducting it much the

. same as a regular sehool, except that e says he never embar-

rasses any one by asking a direct guestion. All answer vol
mtarily; but he makes it so lively that the unpopular ones are
thoss who keep still, so every ome studies and has an answer.
As a result, of this last clasg thirty-nine pagsed the examination
in Bible Doetrines and twenty-seven in Denominational History, '

N



ninetden receiving Standard of Attainment cerfificates. Elder

. Seltzer says he would not think of trying to earry on his work

without a Standard of Attainment elass. This summer, shortly
after the close of the spring class, he opened a tent effort, and
many of his Attainment members proved efficient helpers in the
summer’s effort. Here are testimeonials from two of his class
who have buf recently eome out from Catholicism:

“Thig class gave me a clear view of the beginning of the
advent movement; it taught me where to find Bible proof for
doctrinal points whieh I eould net prove before; it eleared up
the 2300 days, because by studying it I saw it so much more
clearly than any one could tell it to me, In short, the Standard
of Attainment class hag given me a wonderful view of how the
Lord has been with His people and blessed them during the rise
and progress of this great movement, and has taught me the
knowledge of the Bible that I need in testifying for Christ to
those around me.”

“ 8tudying the Bible and learning more and more of it from
week to week, drew me to the -Lord and helped me in my
Christian experience. I never knew before I studied the Stand-
ard of Attainment that there was a denomination in the world
carrying on such extensive inissionary activities as are the
Seventh-day Adventists. The spirit of prophecy was new to me
also, and it helped me to make a deeper study of the Word of
God. By doing so, I came to believe in the faith and doctrines
of the Seventh-day Adventists, and accepted this message. The
truths that were revealed to me I am frying now fo reveal to
some one else, my uneonverted mother heing one of them, She
marvels at the wonders of God’s Word, and the work His people
are doing.”

Notes to College Leaders .

Al those students who finish elasses in Bible Doctrines and
Denominational History are cnfitled to a Standard of Atfain-
ment certificate, The Bible classes of the school are the real
training centess of the Missionary Volunteer Sociely, for they
prepare for serviee. Along with such classes there is usually a
Ministerial Seminar, where praeticsl use is made of the knowl-
edge gained. Appoint a speeial comniitfee from the Seminar
and Denominational History class to take charge of this pro-
gram. Keep in mind the purpose ¢f the program, to show the
nead of a thorough and practical knowledge of the Bible doe-
trines that make us & peciliar people, and the providenees which
have marked the rise and progress of this denomination. A
study of what it means to know the Bible so thail you ecan give
it to others, along with some personal experiences of those who
have done if, and then some of the inferesting but unusual
incidents of our early history, will mako an exeeedingly in-
gpirational program,

The following statement from the great-grandson of William
Miller is pertinent:

“T am a great-grandson of Witliam Miller, who lived in
the little town of TLow Hampton, Washington Ce., N. Y., and
preached the second eoming of Christ all over the State and
New England for many vears around 1840. T have an exael
likeness of him, his hand Bible. wateh, sunglass, sword used
in the battles of 1812 fought along Lake Champlain, a bock
of his life written by Jostma V. Himes. and some other things
which my mother gave me on account of being named after him,

“T was born on a farm adjoining the Miller homestead, and
am familiar with all of that eountry where he labored so
faithfully for so long a time bofore my day.

“Ha set that whole eountry ablaze with his eloquence, un-
compromising theovies, and arguments that Christ would come
sometime between 1843 and 71844, fully as much as Billy Sanday
iz s his kind of work of today.

“ When the time set had passed. he simply said that ho had
made a mistake in caleulation, and warmed all to wateh, for
the fime wasg near at hand. )

“He did a wonderful work in his cday, and had the power of
holding large audiences spellhound for lours.

“ My name is William Miller Peck.”

. Junior Notes

The Junior program, although having much the same purpose
ag the Senior, should have the added viewpoint of showing that
God uses mere boys and girls in His work. Their pavt is fo
study and be ready fo be led.

2. Leader's Two Minutes-—Study the paragraph under
“ Teader's Remarks” in the Senior notes. "These apply cqually
to those of younger years, -

4, Tall: “ 4 Message From Young Follks”— Tell the story
of what the boys and girls did ¥ spreading the message in the
early days. Tell in vour own words Chapter 15 of “ Pioneer
Stories,” by Arthur Svaldigg. Then tell the part that young
folks are to play in the closing work. “In fhe closing scenes
of this earth’s history, many of these children and youth will
astonish people by their witness 'to the truth, which will be
borne in simplicity, yet with spirit and power. They have been
taught the fear of the Lord, and theix hearts have heen softened
by .o eareful and prayerful study of the Bible. In the near
future. many children will be endued with the Spirit of God,
antl will do a werk in proclaiming the truth to the world that
at that time eannot well he done by the older members of the
church.”—* Counsels to Tcachers”’ pp. 166, 167. What is it
that makes it possible for hoys and girls to do this great work?
Note and emphasize that they must be prepared by a ¥ careful
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and prayerful study of the Bible” IFurthermore, it iz in the
power of Juniors t¢ hasten the finish of the work., “ With sueh
an army of workers as our youth, rightly trained, might furnish,
how soon the message of a crncified, risen, and soon-coming
Baviour might be carried to the whole worldl »—< Education,”
2. 871, Notice that here, too, the training of the young people
is mentioned. CGod has great plans for the Juniors of-today,
but they must be trained workers, so that there will be no
faltering and no fear when the time comes for them to aet.
Boys and girls must have an amswer ready; they must know
their Bihles. Furthermore, we are told that if they know how
God has led this people in times past, it will give them strength
to meet the frying situations in the future, That iy why a
Standard of Attainment certificate is given only when there is
a thorough knowledge of the Bible and of denominational
history. Every true Junior Missionary Volunteer will want
this mark of efficiency.

4. Eaxereise: “ Do You Enow? ”— Thia ig just a little exercize
to test the knowledge of the Juniors. The program committee
should make out a lisi of questions which ean be answered by
the texts zlready studied in the Standard of Attainment drills,
Pass oul these questions to the members. Iach onc in tura is
to ask the question he has received. The one answering it eor-
rectly by giving the fexf, receives the question. To make sure
who answers first, ask those who think they know the answer to
stand. The first one on his feet, if the answer he gived is eorreet,
should be recognized as the winner of the question. Af the close
of the exercise, see who has the most questions, Try not to make
it embarrassing for any one, buf point out the need of further
gtudy for those who could not amswer the questions readily.
Thig review takes the place of the regular drill,

6. Talk: “ Bscoming Aiteinment Members”— There is am
excellent paragraph on why beeome a member on page 1 of the
Junior Standard of Attainment Manual. Study this, and give
the contents in your own words. Then read some of the ex-
periences of young people who have been helped by becoming
members of the Attainment class. You will find these in the
Senior Notes under ¢ Symposium: An Answer.”

7. Bound Table.— This may be an informal diseussion of the
pioneers of our message in the form of a game, Let soms one
think of a leader, say Blder J, H. Waggoner, the author and,
editor whe did so much for our early publishing work. He
should then say, “I am thinking of some one whose name
begins with W.” Some one else asks,™ Is it the man who car-
ried the first angel’s message into Persia??” « No,” answers the
first, it is not Joseph Wolff.,” “Is it one of the boys who
gave the nessage in Sweden?® asks amother. “No,” again
answers the first, “ it is not Erik Walbom.” Finally some one
says, “Is it an early author?® “Yes,” responds the first,
“it iz Hlder Waggoner.” The one guessing correctly then
thinks of some one else. If the game lags beeause of the un-
familiarity of thoe boys and girls with denominational history,
the superintendent might with the help of the members name
over a list of the pionecers and what each did. The game then
would act as a chneh on the information given,

&, Superintendent’s Tall: “ God Leads”— The pukpose of -
this talk is to show the boys and girls that God’s hand was in
the beginnings of this movement, and that no other movement
could fulfil propheey as this did. It gives confidence to look
back and know the way that we have been led. T think nothing
shows this more plainly than the stery of the way Ellen Harmon
was ealled to her work. Tell the story of her eonversion and
of her subsequent earnestness in furning others to Jesus.
(¥ Testimonies,” Vol. I, pp. 14-20.) Then tell tho story of her
eall, and of her first visiom as given in the first chapter of
“Harly Wrilings,” Emphasize the warning, ¢ Others raghly
denied the light behind them, and said that it was not God that
had led them out so far. The light hehind them went out, leav-
ing their feet in perfect darkness, and they stumbled and lost
sight of the mark and of Jesus, and fetl off the path down into
the dark and wicked world below.”

Another impressive inecident is the refusal of William Foy
and Hazen IMoas to bear the message which afterward was laid
upon the ¢ weakest of the weak.,” Chapter VI of the new book
by Mrs. Andross, © Story of the Advent Message,”” iz very in-
spirational right on this topie, See pages 5861 for the inei-
dents referred 1o, and then read the rest of the chapter for
further incidents showing how wisely Ged led through the in-
strument He had chosen. Af the close of your talk, point out
what a privilege it is to be linked with the Creator of the
universe. The name “ Seventh-day Adventist,” instead of being
a stigma, is a crown.

Close with a season of prayer, that each may be faithful fo
the faith of his fathers. : :

“ Lest We Forget™

WHEN Moscs gave those noble farewell addresses which are
recorded in Deuteronomy, he repeatedly expressed his ecncern
lest the children of Israel, having scttled themselves af ease in
the Promised Land, should forget the God who had led them out
from Egypt, had watched over them during their wanderings in
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the wilderness, and had given to them for a peculiar pbssess'lon
* the land flowing with milk and honey. Joshua, at the close of
his strennous life, addressed a similar warning to the people;
but it was not heeded by future generations. How patheiic is
the Tecord! * Israel served the Loxd ail the days of Joshua,
and alt the days of the elders that overlived Joshua, and ‘which
had known all the works of the Lword, that He had dons for
Tsvael” With a new generation, apostasy came in, The people
forgot Moses and Joshua, and they forgot God.

Sometimes I think that the young people now growing up are
in danger of losing sight, not only of the many divine provi-
dences in conneetion with tho early history of this people, but
also of the zeal, self-denial, and devotion to duty which char-
acterized the pioneers. Those were heroie times, and they bred
hergiec men and women. It does us good to associate with them
by reading their writings, and trying to put ourselves in their
places. Wherever we look we shall see hardships borne with the
utmost cheerfulness, and meredible diffienltios overcome by
eatnest prayer and persevering labox, ‘We may see Tlder Joscph
Bates, with want staring him in the faee, sitting down with
poerfeet composure to write his fract on the SBabbath, and later
follow him in hig fruitful work in many plaees, dependent upon
God’s opening providence, and cheerfully doing the thing that
needed to be done, whether it was preaching a sermon, or, m
those days when cookbooks were scarce, going into the kitchen
to explain the mysteries of hygienic cookery to scme housewife
aager to learn, '

We may see Elder James White in the intervals of those
strenuoas labors which were sc successful in gathering tho scat-
tered believers together and forming the nuelens of a work
which was to emhrace the world, we mdy see him at such inter-
vals, in order not to be chargeable to the werk of God, earning
money by hauling stone or chopping cordwood at fifty ecents a
day, or eutting hay, and thal, teo, while suffering from severe
bodily weakness, so mach so that his nights were often sleepless
from pain. We may sce him in the face of apparently in-
superable ,obstacles forging steadily ahead, alert, watehful,
vigilant, doing the work of a true minister of the gospel, and
at the same time, with xare foresight, laying fixm foundations
for our publishing work and for our system of schools and sani-
tariums. We see him doing all this for the leve of the Master,
buoyed up by the blessed hope, and looking forward to the
erown which shall be given to all the faithful workers in
that day.

There isv something mere than gentiment involved in a re-
membrance of these ecarlier men and carlier times. We need
to study the lives of the pioneers in order, not only to under-
stand the men, but to understand the message itself. Ws must
study the men in such a way as to enter into the spirit of their
work.

Especially do the young people who have, as we say, been
born inte the truth, need to study the soul experiences of these
early pionecers, and emulate their cxample. While it is a
hlessing thus to grow up in the truth, there are alse some draw-
baeks eonneeted with it. The young man or young woman who
has always kept the Sabbath, at least outwardly, has missed
that deeper experience which comes to those who give up friends
and associates, perhaps even father and mother, and all that
the world holds dear, in order to obey the truth. To miss the
trial is to miss the purification of all the affoetions which it
involves, and to miss the consequent strengthening of character.

Fortunately, there are still experiences that may be bought,
If the pioneer work has been done in this country, it remasins
to he done in the regions beyond, The young men and women
‘who have grown up in the truth may fix their eyes on China,
India, Africa, and other great and needy fields, where millions
of preeious souls are waiting to hear the gospel. There, in
pioneer missionary work, they may, in some degree, live over
again the stromuous times experienced by the neble, disinter-
ested men whom God ealled to lay the foundations of this work.
And-we who remain behind by practiging self-denial in little
things and in Jarge things, may be able to contribute Iiberally
of dur means toward their support, Thus we may all emulate
the example of the picneers.

It is not what is told us of the truth that will save ug, but
that whieh we arc able to weave intc our lives. We never fully
possess a truth until we have had a spiritual experience grow-

.deed a precions one.

ing out of it. We never really know anything until we have
obtained a heart knowledge of if,— till it has cost us some-
thing.— M. E. Olsen,

Devotional Meeting for February 20
Senior
Fopic: “ Bemembering and Forgetting”’

1. Bong Serviee,

2. Beripture Reading: Phil. 8: 7-14.

3. Prayer.

4, Leader’s Three Minutces: “ God’s Checks.”

5, Chart Talk: “ The Seal and the Blot.”

6. Talk: * Things to Remember and Things to Forget in
the Chrigtian Life.”

7. Reading: “ A Torgetting Prescription.”

8. Recitation: “ Foxgetting.”

9. Closing Song.

10. Bilent Prayer.

Junior
Topic: * Forgiving One Another’
Song Serviee.
. Opening Seng. ’
. Seripture Reading: Matt. 18: 21-35.
. Sentence prayers closing with Lord’s Prayer.
Leader’s Tatk,
Talk: “ How to Forgive”
Talk: “ The Man Whe Forgave.”
. Recitation: “ Forgiveness.”
. Readmg: “ The Prodigal Brother.”
. Superintendent’s Talk, with Response.
. Closing Prayer.

P Ow o Mk oo H

[

Don't Forget You;- Standard of Attainment Drill

Note to the Leaders

This meeting should be one of deep interest to every Mission-
ary Volunteer. How often we hear the sigh, “ O fox the land
of beginning againl ” Not one of us but would like to forget,
to erase forever from memory many things in our lives; but,
alas! when done, how few things can veally be rcealled! * What
I have written I have written.” John 10: 22, Pathetic words
those of Pilate! It ig everlastingly true that no one can un-
write what his life has penned. And yet, thexe iz a way, “I
will restore unto you the years that the locust hath eaten,” was
the message which Joel brought from God to a people that he
longed to see twn from thelr sad past to fresh hopes and
attainments. This doetrine of forgiving and forgetting is in-
Each day we may leck up and begin, as
it were, all over again; for the promises of God are sure and
everlasting, May each young person in your society he led to
feel the sustaining power of these promises, and learn how to
lean upon them ay he strives fo forgive and forget as he hopes
to be forgiven,

Note to College Leaders

Make this program a persenaf matter, because it is personal
with each of us. SBome one has said that a college education is
nothing more nor less than the forming of a bundle of habits.
There i8 no more important habit in the whole Christian life
than this one of forgivenoss, and tho culiivation of this little
plant of faith and trust wheveby the promises of God hecome
* axeeedingly precious.” The young men and women in college
teday are the workers in the Lord’s vineyard tomorrow. They
will rub shoulders with the lsborers already there; and if they
have learned well the art of getting along with others, they have
attained the highest degree in the eollege eurrieulum. e who
stands at the head of this art class will be the one who has
cultivated a choice “rememberer” and the best * forgetter”
With the talent available in your eollege, it is not necessary to
suggest an outline for your pregram, but this goes forth with
an earnest prayer that the study will result in many resolutions
te rememher more of the things worth while, and to forgive
and forget the petty grievances which sap the spirittal strength
of the Christian.

Special Senior Notes

After a wide-awake song service, read these impressive words
of Paul in Philippians 8: 7-14. It would be well to have verses
13 and 14 written on the blackhoard and placed in a econ-
spienous place all during the meeting. Of course, the prayer in
the meeting will net he a formal one, but it sheuld be only a
continuation of the carnest petitions which have heretofors gone
up frem the leaders of the sceiety.

4. Leader’'s Three Minutes: © God@s Checks”— Make the mest
of these thiree minutes, Show the young people that the promises
of God are His checks upon the saerifice of His Son. They are
sufficient to cover all our needs. “ An unused cleck is useless;
it must be presented and indorsed by faith in order to receive
payment, Tt makes no difference who presents the paper; he
may be the most worthless and guilly of mortals. God’s prom-
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iges of redemption will be honored &t the bank of heaven, or the
universe would be bankrupt. This draft is eertified by the name
and the blood of Jesus, and will be cashed as sure as God lives.
His riches are unsearchable, illimilable, in both material and
spiritual treasures, and will never grow less beeause of his
gifts, Remcmber, he that asketh, receiveth; gsecketh, findeth.,”

“ A young navigator was going to a port for the first time.
He asked the way of an old sca captain. | The captain gave him
speecific directions as to how to proceed to the open sez. ‘ Then,’
sald the eaptain, ‘ when you reach the open sea, you have a clear
courge t0 your harbor” The youth followed to the letter the
direetions. He sounded the dcpths, he sighted the landmarks,
and all were as ihe capiain said; then he eame to the open sea.
No longer could he sound the depths or sight landmarks, but
having proved the captain’s word true, he trusted where he
could not prove, Bo with God’s promises, we ean prove many
by ocur ohedience, but sometimes we cannot sound the depths;
then we must go on obeying, believing that at last these, too,
will be proved.” RBemember the promises of God.

&, Chart Tolk: * The Scal and the Blot,’— For this talk you
should have formed a week or twe in advance what we may call
the “ Comment Club.” Ask some alert member to be leader.
He may divide the society into two bands, asking one side to
be preparcd with sentence responses of things which we should
remember; the other side with things we should forget. These
may be experiences, frreat prineiples, or texts of Seripture.
Then it will add zest to the exercise if on a large chart or
blackboard the leader has prepared two eohunns, one side
headed with a sketched seal and the other with an upset ink
botile. As the responses are given, jot down a word which
will express the thought. Limit each side to only a few minutes
for responses, and see whick gide has the most in the end.
But while making it anappy, be careful ic place the emphasis
upon the thoughts, not upon the competition.

6. Tall: * Things to Bemember and Things to Forgel in the
Christian Life.”— See article by Mrs, Caviness.

7. Reading: “A Forgetting Prescription”’— We often see
advertisements of books and eourses which will feach us to
remomber; we find memorandum booky a plenty on the market;
but geldom indeed do we find any considerable attention given
to the matter of forgeiting, Remembering is indispensable in
its proper place, but forgetting is equally an assed. There truly
is a time-—yes, many times — when we should forget; hut
strange to say, those are the very times we human beings re-
member the longest and the best, We admire in others the
ability to forget the litile slight, that blank unkindness, the
cutting remark, which ecome to their eavs. When we see evidence
that they have “ forgotien ” all about it, because they treat the
offending one as kindly as though he were their hest friend, we
feel they ave real Christians indeed. It is not difficult to forget
the unseemly things about those we love very much, but the test
comes when the fault lies in a stranger or perhaps 2 real enemy.
But that iy no cxeuse for us Misgionary Volunteers. We have
many faults, yet father and mother love us. They do not east
ug off beeause we give way to impatienee. And even greater
than their love for us is that of our Saviour. e does not rejeet
us hecause we arve go pronc to wander far from ihe path of right,
e is our example. “ Greater love bath no man than this, that
a man lay down his life for his friends,” That is just what
Josus did for us. Ah, there wo have the efue to this forgetting
preseription; it is more love that is wceded. That is what the
Moravian Church found on August 13, 1727: .

This early missionary church was filled with dissensions until
there was danger of a split. It was then that one, to quiet the
arguments, said, “‘Let us go to Berthelsdor! to study together
the First Epistle of Jehn.” Day after day they read and studied
that book about love. Then, on August 13, 1727, as they were
talking and praying, theve ezme what was another Pentecost,
and the place where they weve met was shaken. A thrill went
throungh the company; Count Zinzendorf felt it, they all felt it.
They turned to each other and said,  What ig this?’ and they
answered, ‘ This ean only he the Spiri of Penteeost” When
afterward they werc asked fo describe what had happened, they
said, ¢ That day we learned to Jove each other and to love Christ,
and they mever remembered to eontinue their argument.”

Do you not think that a good forgetting prescription? And
the best paft is 1hat it ean be followed hy every Missionary
Volunteer, Some one has said, “Tf we do not like a person,
it is because we do not know him well enough” Lect us think
about it, and meanwhile let ws pray:

“ When you arise at dawning, knecl and pray,
‘Lord, help ma learn fo like some one today.’
No sweeter prayer than this may man contrive,
For nothing fincr may his spirit strive.
Hate ig a poison, hurting him who bears it
T'ar worse than he is hurt who mercly shares it.
8o, cvery morning, bend the knec and pray,
¢Teach me to understand some soul today.” .

“ For undorstanding is a twin to love;
Both had their origin with Him above.
Infipituds of wisdom on Iiis part,
Trfinitude of love in His great heaxt.
T.earn what has hurl the man whomn you detest,
Learn what has planted katred in his breast.
When once you know, you will not need to pray,
‘ Teach me to Jove gnme human goul teday.” ”

Janior Notes

While the Junitor program bears a different title, it is closely
related to the Senivr subjeet in thought, for one of the char-
acteristies which make true forgiveness-possible is the forget-
ting of self and the remembering of what Christ has done for
the sinner. A grudge cherished in the heart will do more to
poison the whole life than anything else can do, And the for-
getting of others’ fanlts and-the grievances of life will do just
as much in making the whole life bright and sunny, ,

Seripture Reading.— The Junior conducting this Seripture
roading sheuld bring out the vast difference in the amounts
owed. Ten thousand talents, if each talent referred to was
gold, wonld equal nearly three hundred million dolars, a great
fortune for even these days of greal- wealth. Fach penny which
wag owed him by his fellow servant was worth about seventeen
cents. DBring out the lesson tanght by the parable. If we
recoghize what we owe the Savicur, we shall not be hurt by
what little our fellow men may do. Study “ Christ’s Ohjeet
Lessons,” beginning with page 243,

5. Leader’s Tolk— You have Jjust finished repeating the
Lord’s Prayer. What part of that prayer is emphasized by
the Baviour? Jesus knew how quickly the spirit of unforgive-
ness would close the gates of heaven. 'When God forgives, He
forgeis. He says that He will remember our sins no more, and
that He removes them as far as the east is froro the west.
(Read Ps. 103: 11, 12.) Try to measure the distance from east
to wegt, If you put a stake in the ground and then face west
and go around the world in search of the east, you will return
to your stake while still facing west, for east and west never
meet. The purpose of this program is to study God’s great
forgiving love until we, too, love our neighbors as ourselves.

6. Talk: “ How to Forgive”— Ask one of your oldest and
most thoughiful Juniors to take this part. The secref of a
forgiving spirit iu told in the artiele by Mrs. Caviness. Read
it over earefully, and then show in your own words how remem-
bering Jesus helps us to forget self. And if we are not thinking
of the slights which we may have received, we shall forget that
we have ever been hurt by ancther. Then read as a closing
Mlustration the ineident given in the Senior program as a
reading, “ A Forgetting Prescription.”

7. Tallew ™ The Man Who Forgave”— Ask one of the Juniors
to tell the story of Joseph. Then bring out the lesson of for-
giveness. No boy was more deeply wronged than ke, and yet
he saw Gted’s hand in it all, and he held no resentment against
hig brothers in his heart. (Sce Gen. 45:5.) It was a great
sorrow to Joseph that his hrothers did not {rust his forgiveness.
After Jacob died, they began to reason among themselves thas
perhaps Joseph was kind to them only heeause of their fatker,
and so they went to him again, (Read Gen. 50: 15-21.) They
did not lmow Joseph, or they would have understood how fully
he had forgiven them. TIf we know Jesus, we shall understand
how fully He forgives us; and as we learn to know Him, we
shall learn fo forgige the way He does,

10. Superintendent’s Tolks, with Regponse.— Following this
impressive reading, bring out the lesson thai God’s love is even
greater than a mother’s, Then show how mueh He stands ready
to forgive in us, Show how our sing made the death of His
Son unceessary, and yet He loved us so much that He loved
Jesus all the more because He was willing to die to save us.
O the wonderful love that ean be revealed to us only by the
sufferings of the cross! When we get a glimpse of that love,
it will melt our hearts, and make ns humble in our own sight.
After your talk, eonduet a short consecration service. Let the
keynote be a willingness to trust in God’s love, asking His
forgiveness for our sins, and also, a willingness to make every-
thing right between ourselves and our comrades. When the
Holy Spirit takes possession of the heart, eonfesgions are made
and forgiveness asked. Pray that the Spirit may take charge
of the meeting, so that hearts may be touched.

Things to Remember and Things to Forget in the
" Christian Life

Many people fail in thelr lives as Christians beeause they
keep forgetiing certain things, and ag many others fail beeause
they jnsist upon remcmbering things they ounght to forget.
Tt makes a difference of life and death to us if we remember
the right things and forget the right things.

The path of the Christian is hedged in by rememberings and
forgettings, Right at the head of the way stands firmly,
“ Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth,” and
along beside it, “ Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.”
While elose to the twoe stands Paunl erying sturdily, ¥ Forgetting
those things which are hebind.” Paul had 2 long youth of
those things to forget, But there you are: he forgot them.

. He did net let them keep sncaking up behind him to snatch

away a nchle purpose or strangle the beroie words in his throat.
He deliberately forgot thom; for him they did noif exist any
more. What a wise man he was! We must forget our own
failures and sins. Satan tries to keep us remembering them;
Jesus “ remembers them no more foreves”
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We must forget the inconsistencies we see in other older
Christians’ lives. They are there, 'We ses them every day.
And more young Chrigtians are going to fail of entering in
at the strait gate of heaven because of these ineonsistencies
than of any other one hindrance. But we are to forget these
things beeause Jesus suffered for us, “leaving us an example.”
Surely we need no other.

Weo must forget the unpleasant things we hear said about us
and about every one else. 'Wo must forget the slights and
rebuffs and misunderstandings and petty annoyances that come
into every life. Followers of Jesus cannot afiord to remember
these things; they have too many beautiful things to think of.
And here we come to the really important thing to forget.
‘We must forget self! How many times the ugly, hateful self
shows its head in sensitivemess in selfishness, in pride or
jealousy, or some other equally hideous shape. This is the
solution: We are to forget self. There ave just two ways;
afid they are: Remembering Jesus and Remembering others.

One would think this ghould not be hard, and yet we forget
Him every day. DBut one comfort is that the better we lmow
Him, the easier it is to remember Him. He is so precionms.
‘We must remember to keep our tryst with Him every day.
‘We must réad His Word, and tell Him all our needs, and then
listen for His dear voiee. We must Jove His lost ehildren, and
try to help them find their way back to Him, We must re-
member that, but for His blood shed for us, we are hopelessly
lost; that Ho shed His blood freely and gladly for us; that
“if wa confess our sins, He ig faithful and just to forgive us
our ging,” and that “ with His stripes we ave healed.”

‘We must remember that He never tires of our eoming to Him;
that Ratan trembles when He sees the weakest saint upon his
knees; that Jesus answers every sincere prayer of a trusting,
penitent heart. He may deny the request, but He always
answers, We must remember that He counts on us to witness
for Him, to represent Him to the world; that “ He ever liveth
to make intercession for ” ug; that He gave up heaven to make
it possible for us; that He is our best Friend and Elder
Brother, our life and strength and joy.

These are some of the beautiful things a Christian has to
romember that make him forget the other things we have been
tulking about. Now, here is one more: Jesus forgets our sinm,
but He pever forgets us. He has promised that, ¢ Yea, they
may forget, yet will I not forget thee’

And o we may sum up the forgettings in one — Forget Self!
And sum up the rememberings in one — Remember Jesuz! TFor
said He not Himself, “ Tnasmuch as yo have done it unto one
of the Jeast of these, . . . yo have done it'unte Me "}

Torget Self — Remember Jesus! — Agnes Lewis Coviness.

Forgetting

SoMmeETIMES it is good to remember,
Sometimes better still to forget,
When the shades of a hygone sorrow

Make unavailing regret.

In the peace and the calm of evening
‘Who sighs for the heat of the noon?
‘When the singer has sung and departed,
Who cares to remember the tunef

‘Why lament for the follies of youthtime
And the sing of our later years,
Filling our bosoms with sadness,
And our eyes with the blur of tears?
Mid the frost and the chill of autumn,
Who sighs for the briers of June?
When the singer has sung and departed,
Who cares to remember the tune?

There’s no uge in grieving o’er errors,

Or sins that we cannot undo;
It is wiser by far to forget them

‘While the future remaineth to yow
Looking by faith unto Jesus,

For grace to endure and be strong;
Then when you have sung and departed,

The Master approves of the song,

— L. D. Santee.
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Forgiveness

© ¢ TaR world is full of foes,
But self holds highest place,
Its unforgiving heart and mind
Lead in a deadly racel
And sb may I forgive,
Just like the God of heaven,
Not as I wish, but as T would,
That I may be forgiven!

“Tpon the golden shore
No bitterness is known:
And he who would not here forgive,
Can never reach the throme!
And so I must forgive;
This troubled heart of mine
Must learn the true forgiveness song
To share the peace divine!

# The Christ who walked ‘with men,

Forgave the murderous hand,

Promised the rebel by His side

, A place in Canaan’s land!

And so I will forgive,
Though hitter be the task;

The Magter smiles and points the way,
And that is all T ask.”

The Prodigal Brother

ME. Moopy related the following personal experience in a
sermon on the prodigal son:

“ My father died when we were little children, and my good
mother had a hard time with her large family of boys and girls.
After a while one of the older boys took it into his head that
he could make hiz fortume all alone by himself, and so he
ran away,

“ Tor years and years we heard nothing of him. Sometimes
it seemed a&s if my mother's heart would break. ¢Oh, if T
could only know he was dead, she would sometimes say, °i%
would be better than this! Maybe he is sick and in need,
or maybe ke has fallen in with wicked men, who will make
him as bad as themselves,’

“ We used to sit around the fire on the stormy winter nights
a.nd listen to the stories that mother told us about our father,
abdut what he said, how he looked, how he was kind to a friend
and lost a great deal of money by him, and so our little home
was mortgaged, and we weroe poor; but if anybody happened
to speak the name of that lost boy, a great silemce would fall
upon ug, the tears would ecome into mother’s eyes, and then we
would all steal away softly to bed, whispering our good-nights,
beeause we felt that the mention of that name was like a sword
thrust to the heart of our mother,

« After we got to bed, we would lie awake and listen to the
rogring of the wind among the mountaing, thinking perhaps he
wag out in the cold somewhers, Maybe he had gone to sea,
and while we were snug in bed, he might be keeping wateh on
the wave-beaten deck, perhaps elimbing the mast in just such
darkness and storm. Now and then, between the' gusts, a
gound would be heard like the wail of the summer wind when
it used to make harp strings of the leaves and branches of the
great maple trees in the dooryard, now soft and gentle, then
riging louder and louder. How we would hold our breath and
listen. Mother was sitting up to pray for her lost boy. Next
merning, perhaps, she would send one of us down to the post
offiee to ask for a letter —— a letter from him, though she never
said so. But no letter ever came.

‘“Long years afterward, when our mother wag growing old
and her.hair was turning gray, one summer afternoon a dark,
sumburned man with a heavy black beard wag seen coming in
at the gate.

“He came up under the window first, and looked in, as if
he were afraid there might be strangers living in the house,
He had stopped at the churchyard on his way through the vil-
lage, 1o see whether there were two graves instead of ome where
our father had been laid so many years ago, but there was only
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"him strange even to his mother.
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one grave there; surely his mother was not dead. But still ghe
might have moved away. Ther he went around and knoeked
at the door, and his mother ecame to open it.

“ Yoarg of hardship and exposure to sun and storm had made
She invited him to come in,
but ke did not move or speak; he stood there humhly and
penitently; and as the sense of his ingratitude began to over-
whelm him, the big tears found their way over his weather-
beaten cheeks. By those tears the mother recognized her long-
lost son, He had ecome at Iast. There was so much of the old
home in him that he couldn’t always stay away. Dut he would
not erogs its threshold until he confessed his sin against it, and
heard from the same lips which had prayed so often and so
long for him the sweet assurance that he was forgiven. ¢ No,
no,’ said he, ‘T eannot come in until you forgive me/

“ Do you suppose that mother kept her boy out there on the
porch until ke had gone through with a long list of apologies,
done a long list of penances, and szid over so many prayers?
Not a bit of it. She took him to her heart at once; she made
him come right in; she forgave him all, and rejoiced over his
goming more than over all the other childven that had not
TUnR Away.

“ Angd that is just the way CGod forgives all the prodigal
gouls who come back to Him, O wanderer, come home! come
home! ”— Solected.

Devotional Meeting for February 27
Topic: Soul-winwing by Correspondence.

Senior
. Opening Exereises.
. Sentsnce Prayers,
Standard of Attainment drill.
Remarks from the leader of the eorrespondence band.
Testimony Study: “ A Great Need.”
Talk: “Pen Possibilities.”
Reettation: * Little Things.”
. Talk: ¢ Hombie Beginnings and Now.”
. Symposium: “Paper Experiences.”
alk: * Present Plans”
. Close with prayer for literature work,

Junior

RS L@ampp o

|l

Song Service.

Opening Prayer. -

Standard of Attainment drill.

Leader’s Two Minutes,

‘Reading: “ Humble Bogimings and Now.”
Recitation: ¢ Little Things,”

Symposium: “ Experience.” -
Exercise: “ A Correspondence Band at Work.”
Talk: ¢ Plans for the future.”

. Close with prayer for Literature work,

Note to the Leaders

Last month the work of the Christian help band was studied.
This month special attention is to be given to the possibilities
of soul-winning through eorresﬁ)ondenee. When 2 large gather-
ing of Sabbath keepers are asked how they heard of the truth,
it is surprising to find out how many have read themselves into

el bl ak kil
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> it. Sending papers and writing letters is something that any
It takes no’

ong gan do who has the love of gouls in hig heart.
courage, no unusual personality, simply some time and prayer
to make this kind of missionary endeavor suceessful. Any one
who has epgaged in it and seen the results, will also a@mit
that it pays riehly in satisfaetion.

Tor your poster, carry out the idea of a letter.
is it worthy Will it win a soul?

Note to College Leaders

There should be a flourishing eorrespondence band in every
college. Moot Institutions are so situated that there is no
immediate community in which to engage in soul-winning work.
The niost promitient lines of missionary endeavor must be ear-
ried on, therefore, by correspondence. Tt is well worth the time
to study the importance and the results of the work with the
view to inereasing your membership. 'The band leader should
be a member of the committee which plans this program. Be
sure that each Missionary Volunteer in your soeiety will return
to hig home chureh full of good ideas for a live eorrespondence
band.

How much

Senior Notes

1. Opening Ewercises,~— This ineludes somg service, opening
gong, and announcements. The Ieader should have this regular
opportunity to deal with the individnal nceds of the sceiety.
Is each member nnder the finaneial burden? Is the prayer band
still having a regular and full attendanee? Other phases of
the society work may need some attention. \

3. Standard of dttaimment Drill—— Lesson VII, “ Christ the

Fulfilment of the Seriptures,” is the lesson for teday’s study,
Nothing strengthens the confidence more than 2 study of proph-
ecy. That Jesus so complately fulfils propheey is one of the
fundamentals of Christian faith. The leader of this lesson has
an ppportunity to make this exercise count in the spiritual life
of those who listen. )

4. Bemarks From the Leader of the Correspondence Band.—
This iz your opportunity to tell of what you have been able to
accomplish, Your band has been organized a2 month, * By this
time you have had some respouse from thoss with whom you
have correspouded. Tell the number of papers and letters you
are mailing weekly, also make your appeal for more help if
you need it. Have the reading of any replies that you may
have received until No. 9, “ Paper Expériences.”

8. Testimony Study: “A Great Need.”— Volume IV, page
156, first sentence on page: ¥ Onr churches are suffering for
laborers,” Volume V, page 187, paragraph 2, and page 394,
paragraphs 1 and 2: Great need of church members’ becoming
active. Volume IV, ‘IrJa,ge 889: Need of getting publications
to people. Volume IV, page 602, Need of perseveranee, Bm-
phasize the following statement from * Christ’s Qhjeet Lessons,”
page 343: “ Now is our time to lahor for the sglvation of our
fellow men. There are some who think that if they give monay
to the cause of Christ, this ig all they are required to do; the
precious time in whieh they might do personal service for Him
passes unimproved. Buf it is the privilege and duty of all who
have health and strength to render to God aective serviee. All
are to labor in winning, souls to Christ.”

6. Talls: * Pen Possibilities)— Read the first four verses of
Luke, which tell why he wrote as he did. Show how his whole
letter ig full of Christ and His love, and that it wag written
with one great purpose in view,— that others might come to
know Jesus as he did. Could we estimate the Joss if the letter
of Luke were withdrawn from the Guospels? There is another
apostle who get a world on fire with His epigtles. Paul added
richness and depth to the gospel by his experiemee. What if
we had never had his lettersy

Henry Clay Trambull, in his % Individual Work for Individ-
uals,” tells how he was won to Christ by a reluctant letter from
gn intimate friend. Tt was just what Mr. Trazmbull needed to
help Lim aeeept the Saviour. s some one waiting for a word
from you? If so, and you misg the opportunity of writing,
you are depriving yourself of the joy of fruit in the Master's
service.

A prominent business man in a large Bastern eily went to a
chureh and asked admission on profesgion of faith, saying that
he had been led to this decigion by a letter from a friend. Did
you ever make a letter coumt for Christ?

The sending ont of papers and tracts, cspecially when these
are aecompanied by u persomal letter, has won many to a
knowledge of this message. Thir idea of organized correspond-
ence band work originated among a few consecrated members
of the South Lancaster church in Massachugetts, They sent out
o Jetter with each paper, and ag a result several persons accepted
the truth. The leaflet, * Missionary Correspondence,” Home
Migstonary Series No. 11, (and by the way, other material in
this little leafet may help you in your program) tells of a deaf
gister who 'was debarred from most other lines of work, but
who would take up a “ country distriet or loeality where the
truth had not gone, and send many letters acecompanied by
literature, In several instances gueh an interest was awakened
that whole eompanies were brought out, and a econference
worker wag aent to bind off the work and organize a church’

8. Talk: “ Humble Beginwings and Now.)— To understamd
fully how God has blessed the publishing work, and used it as
a meang of spreading His gospel, we might profitably think of
ity beginning. For a complete ageount of this, see the * Great
Second Advent Movemenf,” by Elder Loughborough, pages
273-278. Because thiz may not he available to some of our
societies, we give a brief sketch.

On Nov. 18, 1848, 2 small group of helievers were gathered
to study and pray about spreading the message through the
printed page. Up to this time, nething of this sort had been
attempted, and manry thought that with the limited means at
their digposal, the believers should not try it. TElder Bates,
in telling of the ineident, says that after some time had been
spent in earnest prayer for light and imstruetion, God gave
Sister White a vigiow. While in this gtate, she saw the great
gpread of the message, likened to the sun which keeps its
eourse, but never gets. After coming out of the vision, Bister
Whibe said to her husband, “T have s message for yon. You
must begin to pring a little paper and send it out to the people.
Let it be small at first; but as the people read, they will send
vou means with which to print, and it will be a suceess from
the first. From thiz small beginning it was shown to me to be
like streams of light that went clear round the world.”

The first serious problem that met the would-be publishers
was .the faet that they had no funds. And yet G‘odphad told
them to publish, and so they started by faith. The first issue
was published without any money, but with the eonfidence that
God would send funds as soon as these were mailed. Sister
White writes of that experience: “ My husband began te pub-
lish a small sheet at Middletown, sight miles from Roeky Hill,
Conn., and often walked this distance and baeck again, although
be was then lame. When he bronght the first number from the
printing office, we all bowed around-it, asking the Lord, with
bumble hearts and many tears, to let His blessing rest upem
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the, feeble efforts of Hig servant. He then directed the paper
%o 411 those whom he thought would read it, and carried it to
the post office in a earpet-bag. - Every number was taken frorm
Middletown to Roeky Hill, dnd always before preparing them
for the post office, they were spread before fhe Leord, and
earnes, prayers, mingled with tears, were offered to God that
His blessing woeuld aftend the silent messengers. Very soon
letters came bringing means to publish the paper, and the good
news of many souls embracing the truth?”

+ This is a brief history of the first correspondence band. Sinee
,then, hundreds have moet and earried on the good work as the
wumber of periodicals testifies, At present there are about
4,000,000 copies of Present Truth used in one year, and prac-
tically all of these are messengers fo those who do not know
the truth, The Signs of the Times has a circulation of ahout
50,000 a week, and at leagt 90 per cent of these go into homes
that do not have the message for this day, The greater part
‘of 75,000 Liberty, 45,000 Life und Health, and 50,000 Waich-
mon, join this gloviqus .threng of periodicals which bear the
Tight. And we must not pass by without a word the great
nimber of tracts sent out, which is well qver the fwo millien
mark when we eonsidar The Bible Truth Series and also The
Leaves of Autumn, .And so we see how accurately the vision
given to Sister White long ago has been fulfilled. To human
éyes, the way would seem impossible, bui there are no limigs
4o God's power. ) ) . .

. 8. Symposium: “Poper BExperiences”— This ie the time for
‘the band leader te read some of the responses received to the
letters that have heen sent out. Thinking that possibly, beeause
0f the short time the band has been organized, there may nai
be énough material for this exercise, we are printing a few of
‘the many respenses that come to lhe office of Present Truth.
The Signs of the Times office can furnish further experiences
just as interesting about their paper, and if your correspond-
ence band is using that publieation, it might be well to write
e them for further material.

“DEar SIR: )

- “Present Truth having been sent to me by some unknown
porson, I wish to suhseribe for if. Please send to my address
-given below, I praise God for what.Il have vead in these few
wapers that have been sent to me. They surely give God’s truth,
Tn no other paper have I found such & wonderful message. How
much a year i9 this paper? I want it. Now that T am keeping
‘the Sabbath, I have pleanty of time to read and study. I want
A4c both read and study Present Truth.”

,.¥ DEag BrorHEa IN 0UR Lorp Jesus CHRIST:
_ “T have reeetved zll of yeur good letters and papers, and 1
am surprised at the real interest youw have taken in me, ad evi-
denced through your kind, broiherly letters, I have known of
Heventh-Jay Adventists for many years, but never really knew
them until T began to read your paper and receive yeur letiers,
Present Truth is the.maest interesjing little paper I have ever
regd? .
# GENTLEMEN: ' ‘ R
“TIneloged find 25 eents in sfamps, for which please mail ma
at onee twenty-five coples of Present Truth, I wani the issye
‘ Evolutign in the Public Sechocls’—the one that deals with
the Scopes trial in Tennessee, which alse has an artlele by
“William Jennings Bryan in it.” Wish we had one with Bryan's
‘unspeken speech given in full. Thank you for your faver.”

“ DEeAR SRt
“ T am interested vitally in thé satanie attack against faith
"in the Bible through present-day evolufion propaganda. I was
.attracted by a paper on the road, dirty and forn in spols by
automohiles passing over it. T picked it up, and read with
' iterest and hearty approval as mueh as was legible. 1 wani
to subseribe for this paper mamed Preseni Truth. Yon may
also send me twenty-five copies of thai evolution number, 123,
¢ Evolution in the Public Schoels” I wish it eculd be placed in
every home, and every member prevailed upon te read it. I hope
you will publish Bryan's article that was given to the public
press soon after his'death. Inclosed find check for the amount
of my order,
“ YWishing you God’s blessing te prosper the work yeu have
set yourselves to do, I am
“ Yours for the £aith ohee delivercd unto the saints.”

“ A Present Truth werker in the eity of Philadelphia recently
arged a disccuraged father fo give his wayward daughter two
copies of Present Truth — Justification by Vaith, and  What
Shall T Do te Be Saved?’ The daughter was almost incor-
ripible. Tt was her usuat custowm te be on the strects every
‘night in seavch of pleasure. Before she startoed out one evening,
the father slipped into her rcem and placed these ccples of
" Pregent Truth on her dressing table, To hiw great surprise she
did not go oub that night, nor the next night; neither did she
ge out any more, but has made a eompletc ehange in her life,
joined the chureh, and i now holding an hencrable pesition
at a good salary”’ . -

i, Tallz: “ Present Plans”— This paxt of the program
should serve as a sort of rally tc the membership of the bang.
Get tha names of those who will join you for farthor steady
endoaver. Have you ever fried a home department of your
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band? Many members who would like to join jw the werk feel
that they ean scarcely take the time to give wp an evening to
going cut fo the band. TIn one seeicty, Jarge manily envelopes
were obtained, In these were placed a list of names with
addresses, a Present Truth for cach with s wrapper, and a
letter ealling attention to some frature in the paper. In this
way, 250 letters and papers went out from that society each
week, gsent by the home members of the hand, A series of four
were sent, and then a sclf-addressed and stamped poatal eard
was inclosed, with the request that this showld be signed and
mailed if the reeipient wished to receive more. 'The result was
indeed gratifying, and will bear fruwit in the kingdem. If
possible, start guch a plan in your society.

Junior Notes

Standard of Altainment Drill—If you are em time, you wil
be ready to study the section on the Sabbath, page’ 7 of the
Junier Standaxd of Attainment Manual. Most of the boys and

girls ean repeat Genesis 2:1-3; Exedus 20: 8-11; and Isaiah

58:13, 14, Try repeating these in unison,

4, Leader’s Two Minutes.— As the Junier seciety rdrely has
@ correspondence band as such, but becomes one when it is
sending out papers or writing letters, the leader of the sociely
may report what has been done up to date along this lins, This
meoting, besides being a soert of rally, should be a real work
band. 1f plans have been well laid heforehand, there will be a
number of papers on hand to send out, and the supevintendent
will have been agked to write & model letter to accompany these.
Do you have names? If nol, ask your Missionary Volunteer
seeretary to get some from the eclporteurs who have cireulated
books near you. Then study the masterial given in the Senjor
Notes under “Pen Possibilities,” and sghow the possihilities
that lie in the list you have.

5. Reading: “ Humble Beginnings and Now.”— See Senior
Note No. 8.

7. Sympostum: “ Experiences.”— Use the material given
under No. 8 of the Senior program, adding, of course, the read-
ing of any replies you have had in your correspondenee work,
or any missionary letters yon may have received. .

8. Exercise: “ A Correspondence Band at Work»—Tf the
society i conducted in a schoolroom, it will be simple to turn
the meeting over to a work band, allowing seme to wrap papers
while these whe are mest careful with a pen write the letters,
for which 2 model hag been placed on the beard. If the seclety
iz a chureh society, announee the week bhefore that each member
ghould hring a pen.

9. Talk: “Plans for the Fulure”— Of course, now that yem
have started te send papers, the gaed work should be followed
up systemsatically until every interest is fully developed. The
superintendent musl bear the respensibility of this. Perhaps
the boys and girls will be willing to come ten minutes early each
week to continue the work, or perhaps some such plan may be
followed a3 is suggested in the Senior Notes iumder “ Present
Plans.” A% any rate, this is an oppertunity for the superin.
tendent to impress on the boys and girls the need of carrying
their responsibility in regard to the light whieh they are sending
to cthers. Tmpress upen them that God may be using them
as an aventie through which o 3s giving others a chance for
eternal life. They must be {rue to their {rust. .

Suggestion Corner

For New Officers

EacH day at ncen the eaptain of fhe boat cn the high seas
makes the necessary astrenomieal observations and “gots his
bearings.” You have heen chosen o lead a group of young
people, snd may well pause to make cbservations and get your
bearings, One of the mest helpful aids you will find is
“ Missionary Volunteers and Their Work,” page 59, chapter
cntitled, “ Why Have a Young People’s Society?” Thiz will
get the vision clearly fixed i your mind. To lewd the yvouth of
the choreh to Jesus and® guide them in serviee ig the highest
privilege that can come to you.

You will, of ecurse, keep clese to the committee, Tt is well
te eall a meeting and arrange the programs for the sceiety
meetings at least twe weeks in advance, thus giving eaeh par-
ticipant ample time for careful preparation, The ecommittee
ghould also plan some wmissiomary aetivity for each society
member. Many de not work because they arc net made a
part of a plan to de semething,

The time of meeting should be anncunced clearly, and then
announce the opening song when that time comes. Do net wait
for those whe may be late. These who are on time expeet you to
begin the meeting, When all knew that the meeting will hegin
on time, they will make a speelal effort to he there,

Encourage cach cne to hring one. J. B Sivon.
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