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Choosing Church Officers

On the next te the last Sabbath of the year, church officers
sheuld be eleeted, so that a little time may be given for any
new officors chesen te prepare for entering upon their service
with the opening of the new year. It is impertaut that eareful,
theughtful, prayerful ecnsideration he given the names of those
gelected for the varicus places of responsibility in the church
the ensuing year.

Conditions vary. The Spirit of God alone is able to guide
with heavenly wisdem and counsel in the important task of
selecting those to serve in the different lines of endeavor de-
volving upon the ehureh. These who have under Ged developed
ability, and in humility ¢f heart are faithfully serving the best
interests of the cause, may be vechosen, Again it may seem
wise, even when the above is true, to choose ancther who like-
wise may develop his'or her talent and lkewise become pro-
ficient in service for Christ. God las placed n every chureh
various talents and gifts, There needs to be manifested at this
time of choosing officers that other precious gift mentioned as
the “ discerning of spirits ™ (or let us say gifts and latent
talents); fer how impertant it iz that the varied gifts be
fittingly placed .in the chureh, so that the mest pessible in
service for God shall he accemplished.

One thing very important is that whatever changes are made,
the spirit of meckness and love and good fellewship shall be
maintained unbroken, How eaveful every one should he lest
seme word or suggestion shail be drepped that has in it the
geeds of bitterness, strife, or envy. * Loocking ailigently Jest
any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness
springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled.” Heh.
12:15. Instead, ““let brotherly love eentinme.” Heb. 13: 1

T.ong experience hns demonstrated that the solection of a
nominating committee of five or seven members, aceording to
the size of the church, insures the best resulis, The church
hoard ean well select from the membership names of persons
to he presented to the church to act on this commitiee. The
names selected are then to be presented to the ehureh for its

vote of ratification, It sheuld be distinctly understoed that
the choesing of thege names ouly places them in nomination to
serve as a “neminating committee.” The power still rests with
the chureh to elect the omes suggested. The church may elect
the ones chesen, or add other names, although usually the names
of persens thus earefully selected the chureh unanimously elects
as its nominating cemmittee,

Abeut two weeks should be allewed the nominating ecomymittee
for completing its work. The name first presented should act as
chairman, at least in calling the committee together. The com-
mittee sheuld then organize, selecting one of its number to act
ag geemstary and either sanctioning the cheice of their chanu
man ¢r selecting ancther.

As all terms of efficers expire with the year, the duty of this
cemmittee is to eonsider every office in the chureh, the Sabbath
scheel, and the Young People’s Missionary Volunteer Society,
with the view of selécting a name for each vacaney. Changes
may be theught wise in some iustances, in others the united
Judgment of this committee, guided by the Spirit, may he for
reappeintment.  Ged’s Spirit, if sought, will in every case
be present to guide in the seleetion of persons to serve. Diffi-
culties may arise, even real problems eenfront the committee;
but through faith and prayer, under the Spirit’s guidance a
sclution may be reached; for nothing is impossible with God.

During the time the nominating committee is at work, any
member ef the. chureh las the perfeet right to meet with it
and make any statement with which his heart may be ‘im-
pressad, to which statement the eommities should give respeet-
ful attention, and after the member retires, ca.reful considera-
tion should be given the suggestions, which may or may not
result in their adoption. And further, any such statements
should be religiously ecnsidered as strictly eonfidentiol by every
member' of the committees, te be repeated to no one.

As the right choice of elder and deacon ig of vital importanece
to the welfare not only of the church but of the conference as
well, before the names of these officers are brought before the
church for action, close counsel with, and co-operation of, the
cenference is advisable. Prov. 11:14; 15: 22, Ti is quite pos-
sible it might be arranged for a minister te be present to par-
ticipate with the eommittee in the seleetion of the eandidates,
and alse ordain them while present. Titus I: 5.

On the completion of its werk, with every vaeant office filled,
either the chairman or the secretary, cr both, or even different
members of the eemmittee by mutual understanding appeinted,
should perscmally interview each one appeointed, to make sure
the ones nominated, upon the presentation of the report to the
ehurch, will serve. The werk of the nominating cemmittee is
not completed until the last-mentioned point is made sure. Re-
adjustments may be necessary after these interviews, With the
committee assured that these selected will act iheir part if
chesen by the vote of the chureh, the committee is ready te
render its report.

When ecalled upon, the chairman ef the nominating cemn-
mittee, or its seeretary, may present its report, Unless it is a
long list and the church decides to pass wpon it with the one
reading, the secretary of the nominating committee, after
slowly reading each name, will hand the report te the clerk of
the chureh for a second reading, thus giving the church time
10 consider earefully each name for the office appeinted. “ Ques-
tion ¥ may then be called upen each name as read by the clerlk,
reserving the vote upen the report as a whole; or, by commen
consent, each name may be accepted as read unless cbjection
is raised, the vote on the whole being taken at the close. Al
members of the chureh are entitled to vote.

If for any valid reason some member wighes further com-
sideration to be given the report before the final vete is taken,
it is guite within his er her rights to state briefly that an inter-
view is still desired with the commitiee, and to move that the
report be referred back to the eommittee. If this vete prevails,
them final actien on the report is deferred until the next meet-
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ing of the ehurch. It is not usual, however, for such action to
be taker when thorough woirk has been ‘done by the committee.

With. the final vote of tlie ehiireh takan, the officérs chogen
become the cholee of the whole church, and are thus set apart
for the serviee of God in the offices named for the ensuing year.
Should new ones be selected for local elders or deapons, these
should be ordained before entering upon their service, Arrange-
ments with the confevence president should be made for this
ordination service.

“Tet all things be done decently and in order.” 1 Cor. 14: 40,
“ Lot love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil;
cleave to that which is good, Be kindly affectioned one to
another with brotherly love; in honor preferring one another.”
Rom, 12: 9, 10. T, E. B,

Hssentials to Fruit Bearing

JESUS says, in John 15: 8, # Herein is My Father glorified,
that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be My disciples.” But
this ecannot be done if the branch-is severed from the truc vine
— Jesus.

Our heavenly Father, the husbandman, is hungry for fruit.
He is doing all that it i possible to do, by pruning, watering,
nourishing, and cven grafting ms into the new sgtock, to satisfy
His hanger.

"Now the only possible way for the church to produce frait
is through its individual membere, for it is the members who
compose the ehureh, But the quantity and quality of fruit
borne depends upon the sbsorption of certain elements, As in
the natural, so in the spiritual realn, We arve composed largely
of what we eat, and strengthened by the way we eat it. And,
again, the health of our bedy is due also to proper attention to
its many members, and the functions of cach; for if we keep
tf;c life current healthy, disease germs cannot live long in our
merbers.  Thus, by regularity in absorbing the unadulterated
word, no evil germ of unbelief can take root in the heart. ' But
if, chilled by a draft of cold air, any member is unable to per-
form its funefion properly, some remedial measures must be
adopted, else the result will he congestion, fever, weakness, and
possibly death to the body.

The result will be the game to the ehurch if its members are
chilled by waves of doubt, criticism, or eold indifference, and
fail to apply the saving measures of “reproof, corrcetion, and
instruetion  in right-doing.

"In health the temperature of the body is the same, regardless
of the changes in the weather. The gardener observes that his
plants require an ¢ven temperature to lhrive and bear much
frait.

Bo it will be with the Christian. He, too, will go about
“ doing good.” He, too, will be the same today, tomorrow, and
cach suceeeding day. We cannot hope for well-rounded fruit
from plants that are subjected to the changing elements. Neither
cin the individual with that uneven disposition, that “ up and
down ” experience, seriouely affected by every little disappoint-
ment, blasted by every ficry trial, and blighted by cvery eold
shoulder, expeet to develop a perfeet character himself, mueh
less help others to perfeet characters for heaven.

if the Lody is cold, it is insensible to the elements, but when
normal, it is responsive to heat and ecld, and is ahble to
empley all its powers. A member that is cold is numb —knows
uothing, dees nothing, e is like some people who never make
a 'mistake beeause they never do anything.

There is a4 great difference bhetween a professor of religion
alild a possessor of religion. Both are controlled by a spirit.
The one is abgorbing the elements of death, while the other is
absorbing the elements of life. The one is paralyzed, the other
vitalized.

Ag the continual absorption of poisons inte the body weakens
it, so those life-sapping sins of discontent, faultfinding, doubt,
and jealousy blight God’s church.

Our Saviour is hungry for fruit.

God’s Dlegsings are all around us,

‘Bhall we not enter the seevet closet, and warm wp by the
five of the Holy Spirit, to eliminate the aeid crystals of
rhoumatie inactivity, and bring forth fruit to God’s glory?

Our indisposition to work for souwls is often due to gvereat-

ing. We are constantly partiking of spiritmal foed withouat
sharing it with those perishing all about us. God is disappointed

" when His people suffer spiritual dyspepsia n this way, while

the world is starving for the bread of life,
fruoit,

Let us submit to the pruning of the Husbandman, that our
lives in Him ghall hring forth the best grade of fruit. We
should strive to bar every entranee to any foreign infiuence,
by constantly fulfilling the Saviour’s admonition, “ Freely ye
have recaived, freely give.” And it is this willing and constant
giving that keeps the disposition sweet and even,

Then, instead of the fearful words of condemnation, # Cut it
down,” we shall hear from the lips of the Master the words,
“ Faithful servant, well done” Jameg DRURY REAVIH.

Ashiand, Wis.

God is looking for

The Church Officers’ Efficient Helper

Mivisrers, chureh clders, and Sabbath school superintendents,
upon you largely rests the regponsibility of the spiritual wel-
fare of the members of the churelh. TUpon you rests the re-
sponsibility of financing the great and ever-inereasing work in
the homeland, with its continued and growing calls. Upon you
rests the responsibility of raising the funds ealled for in God’s
commisgion, “ Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel
to every ereature”’

God’s people are willing, and if you ecould only reach each
of them regularly each week and lay hefore them the real needs
of the gaige in a definite, careful way, your responsibilities
could be readily discharged; but many of them do not come
regularly to chureh, and you cannot always be talking funds
to those who do attend regularly. Then there are the isolated
and fhe sick who are kept from the regular Sabbath merning
gervices, and their offerings alone would mean considerable
toward making up your missions shortage. Then there is the
fukewarm oecasional attendant who, becanse of hiz lokewarm-
ness, gives sparingly.

‘What can Le done to remedy the situation? Xew can we
reach all the members of the church with weekly reports and
appeals? We are told, “ The home migsionary work will be
farther advanced in every way when a more liberal, self-deny-
ing, self-sacrificing spirit is manifested for the prosperity of
forcign missions; for the prosperity of the home work depends
largely, under God, upon the reflex influence of the evangelical
work in couniries afar off . »— Christian Eaxperience and Teach-
ings of Ellen G. White,” p. 228, Thus we see that if all our
people could be led to give liberally to foreign missions, the
home missionary worlk here in Ameriea weuld easily be financed,
and their souls would be brought * in touch with the Souree of
all power.”

But is there a way to make direet appeal cach week to all of
these? Yes, there is a way. God has made provision, It iy
the good old Rewiew and Herald, and God has spoken in posi-
tive terms concerning the importance of each family’s possess-
ing it. To all who do not attend church it will report progress
and make {irect appeal. To the lukewarm it will make appeal,
and to those who attend regularly it will furnish abundant
reason for their hearty response to your appeal on the Sabbath
or at any other time,

Of course, the Rsview and Herald cannot render its valaable
assistance unless you sec that it enterg their homes, You may’
feel that they should on their own aceount subseribe; but just
remember that the ones you mest need to reach ave the very
ones, who, beeause they do not have the paper, do not sense '
their loss. They are probably in poor spiritual eondition for’
that very rcason. You may say, “I have tried, and some do
not seem to want the Review” Those are the very ones who
most need it, and you should not cease your efforts till you are
snecessful,

The RBeview and Herald in the homes of all our people will do
more to bring to a successful issue the various matters with
which you as leaders have to do than any other method you ean
employ. If any are too poor to pay the price, encourage the
charch to assist till c¢very person in the church hecomes a
regular reader of our good church paper. Tt will pay.

@&, A, RoBERTS.



Home Missionary Department

Suggestive Program for Home Missionary

Service
(Sabbatk, December 4)
OpENING Song: “ The Wondrous Cross,” No. 172 in “ Christ
in Bong.” '
Prayer, +--
Axmouncements: Ask that individual missionary reports be
Plaeed in the basket when the offering s taken.
Report of Chureh Missionary Secretary for Noyember.
Offering for Chureh Missionary Work,

Song: * More Diligence,” No. 604 in “ Christ in Song.”

Bible Study: “Called to Leadership,” condueted by the Pastor
or Elder. ‘

Reading: “An Imperative Need.”

Recitation: “ Give Us Men! ” by a Missionary Voluntecr

Roading: * Restoring the Years”

Monologue: “ Personal Responaibility,” by the Pastor or Elder.

Clesing Song; “ Why Stand With Rusty Blade?” No. 622 in
“ Christ in Song”

Note to Pastors and Eldexs

Want of live, intclligent leadership accounts for the lack of
soul-winning intezest in many churehes. There is urgent need
of developing leadership for the various lines of missichary en-
deavor, and the church missionary commitiee shonld give eare-
ful study to this important problem. - With proper leadership
all our various goals are pbsmble, and every member can be
made an active soul-winner in some line of missionary work.
Seclect promising individuals befole the New Year opens and
lay upon them the leadership of mmsmnary bands, Make your
church an active evangelizing influenee in the community during
1927, and while you and your members are gathermg souls for
the kmgdom of God there will come a revival inic the hearts

of the membership.
GENERAL CONFERENCE HoME MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT.
i Cee - -

ey
Called to \J_:eadership
1. WHar 1esp0nsﬂ)1hty was committed to man al creation?
Answer.— That of dominion, Cen. 1: 26.
2. What was to be Xsrael’s place among the anations?
Ans— The leader. Deut. 28:1, 13, 14,
4. What leadership was rvequired for this leader awmong
nations?
Ans— HExodus 18: 19-26.
4. What suecess attended Isracl under this Ieaderslnp@
Aa‘ts‘-—Joshua 21: 43-45,
5, How is leadership often designated in the New Testa-
ment ¥
Ans— Stewardship. Luke 12: 42,
6. What is the definition of-the term “ steward ” ¢
Ang.—* A person intrusted with the management of estates
or affairs not his own; henee, one who manages or disburses
for another.”-— Stondard Dictionary.
7. What is to be expected of God’s leaders today?
Ans—1 Cor. 4: 1, 2,
8, What will the faithful leader ask of every believer?
Ans—1 Peter 4: 10,
" 9. What work is fo be done by the leaders of the church?
Ans.—* Those who stand as leaders in the clmreh of God are
to realize that the Saviour's eommission i5 given to all who be-
lieve in His name. God will send forth inte His vineyard many
who have not heen dedicated to the ministry by. the laying oa
of hands. Hundreds, yea, thousends, who have heard the mes-
sage of salvation, are still idlers in the market place, when they
might he engaged in some line of active serviee’— The Acts
of the Apostles,” pp. 110, 111,
1¢. What is the divine program for Christian leadership now?
Ang.— The leaders in God’s cause, as wise generals, ave to
lay plans for advance moaves all aleng the line, In their plan-
ning they ave to give speelal study to the work that can be done
by the laity for their friends and neighbers. The work of God
in this earth can never be finished until the men and women
comprising ouy ehureh memhership rally to the work, and unite
their efforts with those of ministers and chureh officers.”—
“ Pegtimonies,” Vol IX, pp. 116, 117,
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An Imperative Need
J. A. STEVENS

TiERE ave many urgent mecds to be supplied by the ehurch
of the Lord Jesus Christ in this time sct For the finishing of
the work in all the world. Ome of the most urgent is the
necessity for leadership to lead the lay forces of the chureh
mto the fields “ white already to harvest.”

“The first work and the ehief work of the whole ehuxch is
to give the whole gospel to the whole world.,” The gospel com-
mission was epitomized in the woxdg of Christ as recorded in
Matthew 24: 14: “ This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached
in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall
the end come.” To accomplish this mighty task within the
space of one generation, calls for a divinely inspired crganiza:
tion and a Spirit-filled leadership. But the heavenly plan in-
cludes the triumph of the truth and the glorious accomplish-
ment of the task.

The prophetic program for the ﬁmshmg of the gospel work
in all the world- in one generation is now entering upon its
eighty-third year, This fact should come home to the heart of
every believer with deep solemnify, for surely the end must
be drawing on apace, and “ the final movements will be rapid
ones,” What we have already seen of the marvelous progress
of our work should hearten us to absolute eonfidenee in its eer-
tain triumph rand the complete fulfilment of the Lord’s plan.
The banner of the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus
fioats today. in almost every part of the world, from Pumta
Ayenas in the south to Hammerfest in the north, and gleams
in the sunlight around the woxld on eontinents and islands,
driving back spiritual darkness even as the mighty ovb of day
dispels the darkness in its daily round.

But even though we hawe entered all these many lands, the
conquest is not yet eomplete. Strvongholds of error and heathen-
igin must be subdued and a great host must be taken captiva
for the Lord Christ, The time $eems ripe for the last great
advance. Doors long elosed are open wide, inviting us to enter.
In the lands where our work has been established the longest
there is still a great work to be done, and it is in these lands
that there is the most urgent call for leadership to lead the
chureh out into her appointed task.

Not alone upon the ministry rests the responsibility of giving
the last gospel message. Tt is the duty of the ministry to serve
a3 the spiritual leaders in the work in a very speeial sense, but
the responsibility of leading out in scul-winning work is not
the exclusive part of the church members. God has distributed
this work to lay leaders in order that it may be the more
speedily aceomplished.

““The idea that the minister mast carry all the burdens and
do all the work, is a great mistake. Overworked and Dbroken
down, he may go into the prave, when, had the burden been
shared as the Lord designed, he might-have lived. That the
burdenr may be distributed, an education must be given to the
churech by those who ¢an teach the workers to follow Christ
and to work as He worked”—* Pestimonies,” Vol. VI, p. 435,

Note this good counsel as tc how leadership should be devel-
oped in every echureh: “The minister should not feel that it
ig his duty to de all the talking aud all the laboring and all
the praying; he should educate helpers in every chureh. Let
different ones take tarns in leading in the meetings, and in
giving Bible readings; i sc doing thev will be calling into
use the talents God has given them, and at the same time be
receiving a training as workers.”— Gospel Workers” p. 197,

These brief excerpts from the writings of the spirit of
propheey could be duplieated many times in the ecunsel given,
hut the importance of such training is clear to every believer,
and its urgeney iz also understood. What tremendous results
could be achieved if we set to work in earnest to train a staff
of such leaders in every chureh avound the world! ¢ Tf Chris-
tigng were to act in coneert, moving forward as one, under the
direetion of one Power, for the aeecomplishment of one purpese,
they would move tho world.”— Testémonies,” Vol. IX, p. 2271,
If leadership could be provided that would lead our members to
win but one sounl in a year, it would double our entire member-
ship. And this is certainly a possibility, Many ehurches have
doubled thelr memberghip year after year for a number of

years. With trained leadership in every church, it wonld be
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within the vealm of possibility to raise $2,000,000 in each Har-
vest Ingathering campaign, and with less effort and time than
is now required to raise one fourth that amount. And we must
neads have just this trained leadership for the speedy finishing
of the work,

¥ Were every obe of you & living missionary, the message fox
this time would speedily be proclaimed in all countries, to every
people and nation and tongue.—* Testimonies,” Vol. VI, p. 438.
%o the Lord has declared. Then surely we will no longer delay
in this most important feature of our chureh work.

'Léadership was an ahsolute essential to the prosperity of
the Tord’s work when Jsrael journeyed from Egypt to the Prom-
isett Land. The whole scope of the plan ig outlined iu Exodus
18: 19-26, and Deuteronomy 1: 9-16, Our organization is formed
after this same order, but we have been slow to provide the
lenderghip for the smallest group as it was arranged in the
days of Tstael, leadership of “tens.” This is'the working band
in the chureh, and in every ehurch there should be a suffictent
number of bands to inelude the entire membership in some
working band.

The character of the leaders was definitely stated in the olden
time, and care needs to be cxercised in this mafter in choosing
leaders of missionary work in the ehureh of today. *TFor the
earrying on of His work, Christ did not choose the learning or
eldquence of the Jewish Sanhedrin or the power of Rome,
Pasgsing by the self-righteous Jewish teachers, the Master Worker
¢hose humble, unlearned men to proelaim the truths that were
to move the world, These men He purposed to train and edn-
gate as the leaders of His church. They in Turn were to edu-
cate others, and send them out with the gospel message.”—
“ The Acts of the dpostles” p. 17,

This is the plan followed by the Lord in the lamnching of
the work of the church thai, after Iis death, was to be re-
sponsible for carrying the gospel message to all the world. He
has not charged the plan, and it is time that every church
set to work to follow the divine plan.

Dr. J. Camphell White in his book, * Missions and Leader-
ship,” quotes the following thoughts from Bishop Brent's Har-
vard lectures on # Leadership: ¥ ‘

# The world is greedy for leadership, so mueh #o that it is easy
15 impese upon the credulity of the multitudes. But this makes
it all the more neecssary that your leadership should be a real
thing, sownd to the eove, determined ag fate, puro as the sea.
A leader is one who goes before, who keeps in advanee of the
crowd without detaching himself from the erowd, but so hufiu-
eneing them as to attach them to his ideal selfhood. Obviously
and of necessity he is a social personage who has the power of
enabling other people to see what he sees, to foel what he feecls,
to desire what he desires. He eontracts the erowd into the
span of his own personality. He couverts them inte a composite
seeond self. He does not hesitate to say, ¢ ollow me,’ nor does
he loge in humility in the invitation, in that, for the moment at
any rate, he is the best available embodiment of the ideal that
he lives to promote.

“ He whose sense of purpose for life is more aeute and glaw-
ing and definite than his fellows is a leader. Al leaders worthy
of the pame possess eommon eharactoristies, they ‘ see lif¢ stead-
ily and see it whole;’ they diseern, more distinetly than their
fellows, evidences of purpose in themselves and in human life
at large, They aid the world-purpose by their aetivity and their
surrender to it. The truest leader is he who best aids the
world-purpose in extinguishing ths lower elements that arve at
war with it, and by encouraging the prednction of the higher.”

Just now, while all the churches are choosiung leaders for the
various phases of chureh work for the new year, eareful study
shoutd be given to the selection of leaders for the missionary
work of the ehureh. First is the missionary leader, In accord’
anee with the action of the General Conferenee, the elder of
the chureh should be elected to this position, and his name should
be veported for thiz work by the nominating committee that
brings in nominations for all the offieers of the church, Next s
the ehureh misgionary gecretary, and great eare should be exer-
eised in making this choice, as it is ono of the mogt important
offices to be filled. One with a clear understanding of the
responsihility of the ehurel’s work, and with the gift of lead-
ing others in serviee, should be found and elected to this office.
Then there should he also reported by the same nominating
eommittee the members of the missionary eommittee, Thiz

committee egusists of the chureh board, and in addition the
Missionary Volunteer Boeiety seerctary and the ehureh school
principal, the missionary leader to be the chairman of the meet-
ings of the eommittea, and the church missionary seerctary to
be the seeretary. At the earliest possible date the missionary
eommittee should select leaders for the various working bands,
thus completing the missionary organization.

The baptism with Pentecostal power in the latter rain depends
upon exactly the same conditions that brought the outpouring
of the Holy Ghost at Pentecost. There was a reformation of
life and a conseeration to the sexviee of God. “ What was the
result of the outpouring of the Spirit upon the day of Pente-
cost? The glad tidings of a risen Saviour were earried to the
utmost bounds of the inhabited world.” * The diseiples did not
agk for a blessing for themselves, They were weighted with the
burden of souls. The gospel was to be earried to the ends of
the earth, and they claimed the endowment of power that Christ
had promiged. Then it was that the Holy Spirit was poured
out, and thousands were eonverted in a day.”— T'estimonies,”
Vol. VIII, pp. 19, 21.

Shall we not meet the conditions for the enduement of power
for the finishing of the work, assured that Ged will abundantly
fulfil His promise of blessing, and malke the new year the best
of all the years in the history of the third angel's message?

“ Laid onx Thy altar, O my Lerd divine,
~Aceept this gift today, for Jesus’ snke;
T have no jewels to adorn Thy shrine,
Nor any world-faned sacrifice to make,
But here I bring within my trembling hand
This will of mine—a thing that seemeth small,
But Thou alone, O Lord, eanst understand
How, when 1 yield Thee this, I yield iy alt”

Give Us Men

GIVE u¢ men!
Men from every vank,
TFregh and free and frank;
Men of thought and reading,
Men of light and leading,
Men of loyal breeding,
The nation’s welfare speeding;
Men of faith, and net of fietion,
Men of lofty aim in section;
(ive us men— I say again,
Give vs ment

Give us men!
Strong and stalwart ones;
Men whom highest hope inspires,
Men whom purest honor fires,
Men whe trample self heneath them,
Men who mako tirelr ecuntry wreathe them
As her noble soms,
Worthy of their sives,
Men who never shame their mothers,
Men who never fail their hrothers,
True, however false are others;
Give uz men — I say again,
Give us men!

Give ug men!
Menr who, when the tempest gathers,
Grasp the standard of their fathers
In the thickest fight;
Men who strike for home and altar
(Let the coward cringe and falter),
God defend the right!
True as truth, though lorn and lomely,
Tender, as the brave are only; .
Men who tread where saints have trod, i
Men for country, hone, and God;
Give us men! I say again-— again,
Give us men!
— Beleoted,

HuMan beings have no right to think that there is a limit
to the eflorty that they are to make in the work of soul-saving,
Did Chrigt ever become weary in His work? Did He ever draw
back from gacrifice and hardship? Chureh members are to put
forth the eontinuous, persevering efferts that He put forth.
They are to be ever ready to spring into action in obedience to
the Mastew’s commands, . . . I£ our chureh members would heed
this ingtruetion, hundreds of souls would be won to Jesus, If
overy ¢hurch membey were a living missionary, the gospel wouid
spoedily be proclaimed in all eountries, to all peoples, nations,
and tongues.—* Testimonies” Vol. IX, p. 82,
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Restoring the Years

“ CoME ye after Me” Mark 1: 17, This invitation opens the
‘way into the kingdem of heaven. It is a call’ to follow in
Christ’s steps, a command to enlist for service. Here is the Sea
of Galilee. Two men are drawing a net near shore; two others
are mending nets near hy. They are Galileans, strong in mind
and hody, acenstomed to hardship, men of vision. A fifth man
comes walking along the heach. They have seen Him before,
when Jolin the Baptist pointed Him out, exclaiming: “ The
Lamb of God, the Son of Ged, whe baptizeth with fire and the
Holy Ghost!”

Here and there He has echocd John’s message, though with
vitally deeper meaning, 'Repent ye, for the kingdon of heaven
is at hand;” but leaving these words, we now have in the eall
of these four men the first recorded omes of His ministry,
“ Come ye after Me!” What varieus inflections ean be given
them — command, entreaty, a magnetic summons, And the four
straightway left their nets and the boats and their friemds, and
followed Him.

This is one of the greatest scenes in listory. The supreme
work of the artists could well Le given to its poitrayal. The
swift obedienee of. the fishermen, the mien of the youthful
Christ -~ what a subject for Rodin’s ehisel! The noble and
{llnstrious lives of the apostles, the campaign by which the
kingdom grew and the visible church was established, our Gos-
pels, Christendom, all here and their beginnings,

So they marched off to share in the great adventure, to live
with their Leader. to learn by setvice, to have His mind, to bear
their crosses. And what was the “kuigdom” 7 Surely, Him-
scif and those who loved Him and had His mind. Practieally,
Christ aud the four were just now all there was of the kingdom.
Clement, the Christian Father, records the answer of Christ
when asked when the kingdom would come: “ When the two are
one, and when the outward becomes as the inward.” That is,
when a man believes and gives himself to the Saviour, he knows
the sovereignty of cur Lord and King, and eonduet, business,
goeial relations, eonversation, are in keeping with the helief and
love and 1he mind of Christ within, “Let this mind he in you
which aldo was in Christ Jesus,” wrote Paul, and he added:
“ With onc mind striving together for the faith of the gospel”
Peter, knowing the sufferings and sacrifiees certain to be met,
eried: “ Arm yourselves likewise with the same mind ”— the
“willingness and joy of Christ on the Calvary Way. Those fisher-
men heeame what they did, and achieved what they did wifh
Chirist, becanse they loved and obeyed Him, and followed in
ITis steps.

Tt is a commonplace to say that Christ calis men today to
follow Him, The call does not grip the many, But it is an
jmsistent eall, and it calls to the soldier mind and soldier serviee,
Regponse in the spirit of the fishermen is vital te the soul wel-
fare of every man, and to the enthronement of our Loxd Christ.
"Our churehes arc supposed to represent those who have answered
the call. The name “ Christian” carries the idea of a follower
of the Captain of our salvation; bnt the guestion will not down,
How far are the ehurches, and those who bear the mame Chris-
tian, haptized with fire to crown Him Lord of all?

\  What appalling cenditions exist in our own beloved land!
"Government officials and résearch organizations record the faets.
‘A millidn’ six hundrved thousand children are growing up in
paganism, in almost Bihleless communities. Of 73,230 eom-
munities in towns (5,000 population or less) and country areas,
33,208 communities, or 42 per cent of the total numher, have
churches but no resident pastors. Thirty thousand flocks in
rural Ameriea have no shepherds! In his hook entitled, ¢ Empty
Churches: The Rural Urbar Dilemma,” C, J. Galpin, of the
U. 8. Department of Agrievliure, gives these and other faets:
Nearly 40 per eent of all the farms in the United States are
tenant farms; that is, in reund numbers, twelve millions of
people in tenant families. The shifts are eonstant. The ten-
ancy being short, the tenants seldom join up with churches. “A
million two hundred thousand only are within religious influ-
ences, aud 3,800,000 are outside; and these outeasts — religious
pariahs — are on the inerease from year te year,” says Dr.
Galpin’s report.

At a meeting of the leaders of one of the great church bodies
a few montls ago, 1 was stated that members of that denomina-

tion had spent in a year $125,000,000 for new automohiles alone,
In this hody, as in some others, there has heen failure to reach
misgionary goals in giving. The dmerican Education Digest,
after eareful study, shows that the average American dollar is
so divided hy its possesser as to waste more than one half as
much as it costs to live. Nine times more is wasted than we
spend on scheols and education. We spend eleven times as
much on erime and its punishment as for ehurch and religious
interests, and we spend $29 on luxuries for every dollar given
to church and religious interests. Among the churches in one
Christian denomination, of all the money given, 79 cents per
dollar went for current heme expenses, and 21 for benevolence,

These facts are enough! We say that Christ calls men today
‘as He did those four hy the sea. Who daves put the call any
lower than this? How many are responding in the spirit and
tfruth of those men? The facts suggest that they are few as
compared with the numher envolled as His followers. All ounr
sctf-congratulations and optimism seem tawdry and cheap and
false in the presence of the conditions of paganism, the re-
ligious poverty and the appeals from. the Christless which come
from every side.

Nearly fifty years ago, Horace DBushnell in a sermon oun
“ Military Diseipline ¥ gaid: ¥ We are many of ug living daintily
I fear and half theoretically. "We have ne persecutiong, and we
gettle into very dainty notioms and habits, There is want of
rugged vigor and muscle in us, To please Him who hath chosen
ug to he soldiers of the cross is not so much our thought as
that He will somehow find a way to please us. O that God would
give us back onee more some herces in godliness, such as lived
in the old time, refusing all the softer methods of the self:
enjoying luxury, and heeding the calling emough to be in com-
pleto war discipline. Our life is the battle im the cause of
God. We open the kingdom hy great throes often, such as make
us hleed!

It is an interesting fact that the Greek word “ come,” used
in the calling of the four fishermen, is the one used by the Lord
in addressing the faithful at the end of the campaign: “ Come,
ye hlessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for yon
“from the foundation of the world ”— ddapted from article by
Rev, Charles de W. Brower, in the Christion Herald.

Pe,i;ébnal Responsibility

PersoNAL respongihility for the kingdom of God makes the
disciple a partner in the work of the Almighty. Jesus said:
“You have not chosen Me, it is I have chosen you, appointing
you to g¢ and bear fruit— fruit that lasts, ge that the Father
mmay grant you whatscever yoa ask in my name”

Has it ever occurred to you that suceess in prayer is depend-
ent on success in living, and suecess in living is dependent om
guccess in serving; and sucecss in serving is depemdent ou lov-
ing? He hag made us to he ambassadors for the kingdom. He
hag given extraordinary powers and authority to us. We dare
not lay our responsibility astde, as did the man with the talent.
We must bear froit. The growth of the kingdem depends on
our faithfulness in this. N

We must be soul-winners, evangelists. But more thail this,
“our fruit must remain.” The kingdom must be kept; souls
saved must be shepherded; the redeemed saints must be loved
and unified, built up in faith and strengthened for service. This
in turn involves the prosperity and suceess of the church, “ To
seek its prosperity and spirituality, while sustaining its worship
and ordinances, discipline, and doetrines,” is a covenanted duty
of every child of God, As we are, so the church will he. Let
there he sweetness, peace, harmony, and love. Let there he
earnestness in assuming his share of responsibility hy each mem-
ber.— Hunest H. Shanks, Ph. D, in the Expositor, July, 1926.

- TaE new literature racks are taking well with our churches,
Fourteen of them are already placed for service in railroad sta-
tions and hug terminals. This is a mest effective wav of herald-
ing Bihle truth. May there be no slackening of this effort.—
Field Tidings, Aug. 18, 19286,
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A Maodel Church

Lr should be the aim of overy Seventh-day Adventist to make
our church a model church., It is possible to realize this ob-
jeetive, bul the question may be asked, ¥ How e¢an it bhe ob-
tained and maintained?” Also, “How shall we set about
making the church a model one, which will please God, as well
as provide a refuge for the poor lost souls in this world?”
‘We have left us the record of just such a church hack in the
apostolic times. We vead eoncorning it, ag follows:

“ The chureh, however, throughout the whole of Judea, Gali-
tee and Samaria, had peace and was spiritually built up; and
grew in numberd, Hving in the fear of the Lord and receiving
ehicouragement from the Holy Spirit.” Aets 9: 31 (Weymouth),

For just a few moments let uy anaiyze the program of this
chureh, and see what we find:

I\ It had peace. What a blessed experience! Peace with
(God, pemce with one another., Some notgble characteristics
which made possible sueh an experience are given: They were
of % one aceord; 7 “ were of one heart and of one soul; 77 # had
all things common;” ¥ continued steadfastly in the apostles’
doctrine and fellowship.” Aets 2:42-46; 4:32. Brotherly
love existed. '

2. It was spiritually built up. They fed daily upon the
word; they continued and lived in the spirit of prayer while
carrying forward God’s work., Acts 2:42-46, This tended to
build up faith, earnestness, comsecration, and the devotion
needed in their day, They were fivmly rooted and grounded
in the truth ¢ delivered to the saints.”

3. It was a growing churveh, It was not a dead ehurch, but
a live, active body. They were filled with the missionary spirit,
A passion for souls gripped eaeh heart. They gave liberally to
support the cause, for they “ sold their possessions and geods,
and parted them to all men, a8 every man had need)” (They
thus set a good example for the church today in raising foreign
migsion offerings.) They praised God, and had “ favor with
all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily sueh
as should be saved.” Acty 2: 47,

4. 1t was clothed with humility. It walked not "with the
world; followed not after the fashions of the world, but was
transformed according to the will and ways of God, It was
submissive to the leadership of the Holy Spirit; enjoyed a
well-ordered life and a godly conversation,

5. It was courageous. Its members had the spirit of Caleb
and Joshua; eourage to speak the truth with Christian boldness,
always of good cheer, even in face of persecution,

6. It roceived the Holy Ghost, Acts 2:38. It shared in
the cutpouring of the former rain, was led by the Holy Spirit,
and pleased the Holy Spirit, It was fire@ with zeal by the
Holy Spirit, was tanght by the Holy Spirit, and “ they that were
seattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word” im
power as the Spirit gave utterance.

7. It wamed the world in one generation, (See Rom. 1:8;
Col. 1:6, 23; 1 Thess, 1:8.) It went forth to conquer, and
did conquer, for in its gemeration it gave to the then known
world the message of a ¢rucifind and risen Saviour. It finighed
the task which God committed to it.

My.dear reader, would it not be a joy and a real pleasure to
belong to sueh a echurch as that? That iz just what God wants
His ehurch on eaxth to he today, and He has left a mode! plan
for us to follow, HMow does the ome of which you are a member
compare with the model? If it has failed to reach the standard,
what can be done to help it to a higher plane? That iz a
vital question. .

The church of Christ today is made up of individual members,
In order for the church to he what it should be, to grow and
prosper, it is necessary for each member to be what he or she
ought to be. That means that you be a godly, devoted, earnest,
consecrated, active Christian, moment by moment, hour by hour,
and’day by day. I[f every member of the ghurch would thus
live, the church would reveal the fruits of a mode! church,

Will you not take a little time to eomsider séi‘i'kius]y your
present attitude and relationship to the churck? Do you have
8 name to live, while spiritually you are dead? Do you enjoy
a daily communion with God, and maintain a vital eonnection
with Jesus? Are you fully surrendered to Him, so that He
may have His way with you? — J. F. Wright, in Ausiralasian
Record. :

Fromm
M MISSIOVARY LIEPE
MALNL BAG

Left, but Not Lost

SoME one tore it and threw it inte a vacant field, but an
unseen Hand was caring for that piece of a bhook. And now
comes the inguiry:

“ Bome time ago I found on the ground jn my lot a remnant
of a book called ‘8atan: His Origin, Work, and Destiny,’ by
Carlyle B, Haynes, and published by you. If you have this in
stock, I want it. Please quote price on half-dozen lots; I
may order more.”

The gentleman writes more about his experience with various
books, and gives his address as Tarboro, N. €. Those who un-
dorstand the message contained in such hooks can well afford
to he diligent in their ecirculation, knowing that One has said
of His word, * I't shall not return unto Me void.”— L. D. Ran-
dall, in Picld Tidings, dug. 18, 1526. '

Won Through Contact

A PATIENT who had been to the White Memorial Hospital four
times, did not, until the last time, show any interest. Then the
first question she asked was, “ What i the mark of the beast?”
which we thought was a rather deep subject to begin with, but
explained it from the standpoint of the present interest in
Sunday legislation,

The Signs of the Times was sent to her home, and she soon
subscribed for it; also buying some of our hocks from time to
time. We kept in constant touch with her, but on secount of
her health there would be weeks at a time when she was unable
to read or study much. As she became stronger, she was able
to attend a series of meetings in one of our churches, ang I
was surpriged when visiting her one day to find she had hought
the “Teatimontes.” I am happy to say that she was baptized
a few weeks ago, aud says she would not give up the peace she
hag gained for amything in the world— Myrne Lee, in the
Medical Evangelist, Aug. 12, 1928,

“Present Truth” Wins Another

Tug publishers received the following from Iltinois the other
day: “Please send Present Tiuih for one year to Mrs, Nellie
Johnson. She gave me some of your lttle papers, and got me
30 interested in the advent message that I have left the Catholie
Church, and am now a devoted Adventist, and am trying to do
all T ean to spread this blessed truth,”

THERE are ehurches in Nebraska where souls-are being worg
to the Master as a result of faithful missionary work. Two
weeks ago ont in the northwestern distriet Elder A, E. Johuson
haptized four, The missionary work and Christian living of the
church memhers was a leading factor in winning them. TLast
month forfy-six churches in Nehraska sent in their missionary
reports: Nine hundred three individuals took part in missionary
work and veported the same, - One sister reports that as a
result of missionary work and earmest prayer .a mother had
been won to the message, who in furn had started a little home
Sabbath school and invited several others to join her.

Roy E, Hav.

Ir is God who.is working, and it is just the sense of that
thet “gives calmness and courage to Christian enterprise —

"E. Poole-Conner,

“To mourn over that for which we are not responsible,
prevents seeing the duties for which we aze responsible.”
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Suggestions for Missionary Meetings

December 1

Toric: Influence of Bxample,

TEXT: Deut. 4: 5, 6.

SeEp THovaHrs: (1) Truth must be lived as well a3 accepted
as a theory, (2) As fajthfnl children of the “Tather of
lights,” we must let our “light so shine before men* that they
may see that God is with us, (3) God iz to be glorified in all
that we do. The humbilest task is to reveal that we are follow-
ars of Him who glovified everything He came in contact with,
from the manger in Bethlehem to the cruel cross of Calvary,

December 8

Toric; The Sacrificial Life.

TexT: Matt. 20: 27, 28,

SeEp THoveHTS: (1) “ Our mission to the world is not to
serve or pleage ourselves; we are to glorify God by co-operating
with Him to save ginners. We are to ask hlessings from God
that we may communicate to others. The capacity for receiving
is preserved only by imparting, We cannot continue to receive
heavenly treasure without communieiting to those around us””
-~ Chrigt’'s Object Lessons,” pp. 148, 148. (2) The Christian
life of service includes sacrifice of our meany as well as our
“ As the QGiver of every hlessing, God claims a certain
portion of all we possess.”” (3) Christ sanctified Himself that
we algo may be sanctified for service to others. < The measure
of our sacrifice and service is the measurs of our love”

SuceesTed Herp: “ Christ’s Objeet Lessons,” pp. 139-149.

time,

December 15

Torio: ¥ow Do We Serve?

TmxT: John 21: 15, “ Lovest thou Me more than these?”

Seep Tmovaurs: (1) Peter had often professed loyalty to
Christ, but denied Him in a crigis hour, (2) “ No outward
observances can take the placo of simple faith and entire re.
nunciation of seif, But no man can empty himself of self.
‘We ean only consent for Christ to accomplish the work. Then
the langnage of the soul will be, Lord, take my heart, for I
cannot give it. It is Thy property; keep it pure, for I cannot
keep it for Thee. Save me in spite of myself, my weak, un-
Christlike self. Mold me, fashion me, raise me info a pure and
holy atmosphere, where the rich cnrrent of Thy love can flow
through my soul.” (3) “ We may be active, we may do much
work; but without love, such leve as dwelt in the heart of Christ,
we can never be numbered with the family of heaven”

SuegesTed Hewps:  Christ’s Object Lessons,” pp. 152-156;
“ Soul-Winning,” pp. 19-30.

December 22

Tor1o: Sacrifieial Service Rewarded.

TexT: Ps. 50: 3-5. . .

SEep THovenurs: (1) While there is joy and blessing in our
gervice to (God, the great reward will be bestowed at Christ’s
coming, {2) “The Lord desires us to rest in Him without a
question as to the measure of rveward” (3) “It is not the
length of timo we labor, but our willingness and fidelity in the
work, that makes it aceeptable to God. In all our service a full
surrender of self i3 demanded.”
- BucaesTep Henps: “ Christ's Objeet Lessons,” pp, 170, 180;
401-404; “ Testimonies,” Vol, IX, p. 42,

.

-3

December, 29

“Our Responsibility Measured.”
Matt. 25; 14, 15,
Seep TroueHTS: (1} We are not our own, for we have been
“ bought with a price.” (2) We have heen redeemed that we
may sérve.  “ Our Lord teaches that the true ohject of life is
service. The law of service becomes the connecting Iink which
binds ns to God and our feilow men.” (3) * The talents, how-
ever few, are to be put to use.,” God expeets returns “aceord-
ing to that a man hath, anud not according to that he hath not.*
BuecrsTive Hrwpg: “ Christ's Object Lessons,” pp. 325-366,
ospecially pp. 355-360.

Toric:
TexT:

The Value of Reporting

¢ A GOOD repmt maketh the bones fat,” Prov, 15: 30, The
principle of repovting ia heaven-born, No one can carefully
study the Word of God and believe to the contrary. No kind
of work, no business enterprise, can progper and assume any
great proportions, without a reporting system, This is just
as true of the Lord’s work as of amy secular enterprise or
busginess, The founders of this great movement recognized the
necessity of a reporting system. We find it inseparably linked
with every department. Where there iz any degree of careless-
ness in this matter, there is cause for alarm, and.if this
seglect 1% not remedied, failure iy sure to follow.

‘We know there are many who engage in some kind of service,
and yet never report their work. They have not seen the im-
portance of reporting. A short time ago one of our home
missionary secretaries received from a certain church a report
of work done for the quarter. He was not satisfied, so visited
the church, and tatked faithfully to the members. He said,
“Your chizch has repdrted- 383 items in all, for the quarter,”
and he mentiened the items in detail. The chmreh wag aston-
ished and aroused. The members asked that they be given
ancther opportunity to report the work actually done. This
was granted, and they handed in reports totaling 5,209 items.

We each repregent a unit of a great movement. If we do the
work, but fail to report it, are we faithful servants in the full-
est, truest sense? Are we bringing to the movemeut all the
courage and strength that we should?

The apostlec Paul realized the value of reporting, Notice the
similarity between his reports of individual experiences and
ours:

Stripes recetved

Beaten with rods, times ..

Stoned, times

Shipwrecked, times

Days in the deep

Nights in the deep

Other items of interest:
“In journdyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers,
. . in weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in
hunger and thirst, in fastings often, . . beside , .
the care of ail the churches.” * & Cor. 11: 2328,

We find that the diseiples used this means most effectually,
for ¥ when they were come, and had gathered the chureh together,
they rehearsed [reported] all that God had done with them,”
antd ¢ they caused great joy unto all the brethren,” Aects 14: 27}
15: 3. After speaking of good reports, the apostle Paul says,
“ Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and
heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with
yow” Phil. 4: 9.

A poor report or noaeport at all maketh the hones lean.
Thein must ‘we not have a decided reformation in the matter
of reporting? Every loyal believer should report regularly, no
matter how small hig report niay be. I kope that in conneetion
with this program opportunity will be given for reports, We
wish that several would tell just what good they see im this
reporting system for the one who xeports and for those who hear
the .report, and what it means to the whole movement.

' . ‘

Trere Is something for evéry one to do. Every soul that
believes the trutk is to stand in his lot afd placé, saying, « Hete
am I; send me’— Testimonies,” Vol.. VI, p. 49.
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Miggionary Yolunteer
Department

Bevotional Meeting for December 4
Senior and Junior

Topie: ¥ The Youth's Instructor.”
L. Sang Service.

. Btandard of Attaimment.

. Opening Song: 9 Working, O Chrigt, With Thee.”

Serpture Reading: Psalms 46.

Special Musie.

Leader’'s Twe Minutes,

Talk: “Our Own Paper's Story.”

. Reading: “ Our Youth and the Youil's Instructor.”

. An Exoreise: “ The Youth’s Tustrueter.”

10, Testimonials,
11. Launching the Campaign,
12, Closing Song and Prayer.

Aim: Every Missionary Volunteer a reader of the Instructor.
Friends also enlisted in reading this good paper. A free
snbseription to those who de not now Tecognize the vaiue
of the Youtk's Instructor.

Notes to Leaders

The Youlh's Instructor belongs to the Missionary Volunteers.
It is our very own paper, so how fitting that we should devete
one day of the year to becoming better acquainted with the
paper itself, and to studying ways by which we ean help others
appreciate its true valwe.

Advertise.— You want every member of your society to help
von in this eampaign, so advertise well and gain a full attend-
ance, To advertisc, post cepies of the Fouth’s Ingtructor with
some thought-provoking guestion or statement attached, such
as: Do ¥ou Read It? What Am I to You? Come and Hear
My Story., What Can I Dof Then when the meceting begins,
have ‘plenty of ¥YoutWs Instructors in evidence, This is the
paper’s day, so let it be seen.

i and £-— Begin with a snappy song sevviee, choosing songs

wm-a::::‘.‘,(ﬁkm:o

that will arouse onthusiasm, After singing perhaps two songs,”

have some cne appointed to come forward amd conduet the
Junigr Stapdard of Attainment drill, (See questions 81-90 in
the Juniov”Manual.) Ask all who can answer the question to
stand, then eall upon one, After singing another song or two,
let the Senior dxill be conducted. (See questions 111-114 in the
Senior Manual.)

8. An Egercige: “ The Youths Instruetor.”— Ask the Juniors
to give this exereise. Let them eome em the platform one by
one, until the words are spelled out, each wearing around hig
neek a squave of eardboard bearing the letter he represents,
and carrying a copy of the Ingtructor,

10, Teshmoniale— Ask your own Missionary Volunteers to
tell what they think of the Youtl's Instructor, Why do they
look forward to its weekly visita? Is there one in your church
who came inte the truth becanse of veadiug the Instructor? If
%0, ask him to tell about it. Then pass out the following testi-
monials te he read:

Twenty-three years ago I accepted this precious truth. Onue
of the first periodicals to which my attention was called was
the Youith's Instructor, I was interested immediately, and ever
since that time T am sure I have read practically every eopy. [
believe the Instructor should go inte every Seventh-day Adventist
home where there are young people, and that parents make a
great migtake when they do noet supply their youth with the In-
structor. I cannot comprehend it when a parent or a Sabbath
achaol fecls unable to supply thelr youth with the Instrucior. I
know this valuable paper has hetped to hold many & young person
gafe within the fold of Christ, The Instructor iz also very fine
for distribution among those not of our faith. It contains &
message which will draw our youth to the Man of Calvary.

Mrs. T, B. WESTBROOK.

The ¥outh's Instructor is all that its nwme implies. Its pages
are full of articles which slways leave you better informed,
Tis topies are of current infercst to every ycuth; best of ali,
they feed the hungry soul and make appeals to the indifferent
one. Its world-wide outlook on the gospel program brings vision
and Dbreadth to the youthful mind as no other periodical can,
Itg reading definitely molded my life, and in my work for our
youth, T appreciate its misgion more and more, |
L. C, KLEUSER,

Bome thme ago I inquired of a grandmother what ghe would
like to have for a birthday present. I suggested some form of
literature.——a subseription to one of pur magazines or papers,
or seme book, With the whole range of literature before her,
she chese a vear’s subseription to the ¥Youth’s Instruetor, What
heétter compliment eould be given that splendid paper?: It
keeps {ofks from growing old, and it gives the young some
wirdom of the ages. Personally, week by week, I read it from

_lg the patients’ reading tables.

cover to cover, almost as soon zs it comes to the house, and I
most covdially ecommend it to young and old.e Here at the
sanHarium we furnish it to our aurses in training, as well as
Ri¢EarD F, FARLEY.C

The Fouth's Instructor is the finest, most interesting, all-
round, helpful publication for young people that is printed
today, T bave road it ever since I was a small boy, and can
gay that it has never lost its attractiveness, and my fascination
for it grows with the passing years. M. R. Coon,

Some time ago I regeived a few copies of the Youtl's In-
structor, 1 was very much intercsted in the journal. I believe
it te be without a rival. What would back numbers cost, singly,
or a half-year’s subseription? I am a local preacher, and I
find in this.journal many things which are helpful fo me in my
sermonizing. Thanking you in antieipation of an carly reply,
I remain,

(8igned) H. E, P. SHort.

1 have been a reader of the Instruetor for about thirty-five
years, I could not afford Lo be withont it. This paper had
much to do, when I wag young, in firmly establishing me in the
tvuth, helping me to form a determination that I would give my
life to the Lord’s work, My people ware ignlated members, and
I eagerly looked forward to the arrival of the Instructor and
fed upon its contents, pondering the valuable things whick it
contained. I hope every youth In onr conferenee may beeome
a reader of the Imsiruator, as I feel it is a great factor in
helping them to lay & firm foundation and establishing them in
the truth, Mzs. A, J. CLARK.

This testimony comes from a Missionary Volunteer who was
converted at camp-meeting just last sunmer:

“ Mother used te subseribe for the Youth's Instructor, but
before 1 was a Christian I never locked at it, Aany were
packed away unopened. After camp-meeting I came home and
hanted up cvery paper I could find, and have them in my room
now in place of a bookease fuli of novels. They ave full of
sneh good reading that I want to read all of them, They kelp
me deeide many questions, I have now subseribed for the cur-
rent year to help me in gur home Sabbath sehool and to read.
I think there is mo better paper for younrg people than the
Youth’s Instructor.”

11. Launching the Campaigin.— The Review and Herald Pub-
lishing Association iz fostering a campaign for subscriptions
to the Instructor, and we Misgionary Volunteers ean well count
it a privilege to share in this work. This is a good time for
the campaign, too, jugt at the holiday geason. It will be an
easy matier to get many to give a year’s subscription to the
Youil's Instructor ag o holidgy gift, Take it up with the
gociety members, and decide what you ean and will de. Go at
it in a very definite way, Make it a soul-winning eampaign.
Are there young people in your ceramunity who do not eare for
chureh, nor for the Sabbath school, nor yet for the Missionary
Volunteer meetings, but who would read the Youth’s Instructor
if it were placed in their handg? Somse of these would pay the
priee themselves if invited 1o do so. Be tactful, and if you know
of some whoe would not subseribe, make vwp z list of all such
young people, and then (withoat letting them know) raise the
money and subseribe for the Insiructor to be sent to them, TIf
it is impossible for you to raise the money in the Missionary
Volunteer Society, ask the clder members in the church to help.
Word eomes to us that last year one society wrote a personal
tetter to cach adult chureh member, soliciting money for this
purpose, In a surprigingly short time they had reeeived suffi-
cient meney to give away more subscriptions than they had at
first thought possible. With ezch subseription was sent u card
bearing these words:

TQ aerecemeire et e ee e
With the Seasen’s Greetings
Ang
A Subseription to the
Youtl's Instructor
From oo e
(Name of individual or M. V. Society)

In additien to supplying this young peeple’s paper to those
in yonr own eommunity, make use of it as a soul-winnine ageney
among those who perhaps have never heard of this trwth, Seud
gubseriptions to your friends and relatives this year in placc
of other holiday remembrances. Then follow up these papers
from week to week with your prayers and personal interest.
Keep your list to whom subseriptions are sent, and meet regu-
larly to pray definitely for these young peopte. If there are a
mumber of You in one locality who eaunot afferd a subscription
to the ¥outWs Instructor, whv not take advaniase of the club
rates listed in the paper tself? The club could come to one
person, who would be respomsible for giving them ovt eaech
weck, If vou desire sample copies of the Imstructor, write to
the publighers, A Hmited numher will he gent free. -
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(ur Own Paper’s Story

SoLIc1TUDE for our young peaple early fell upon the hearts
and shoulders ef the pioneers in our work, This interest was
manifested iy the publication of a paper for the children.and
vouth, known as the Youtlh's Instructor.

Since the paper made its appearanee under the fostering care
of the Review, Elder James White, editor of the Review, also
acted as editor of the Instructor.

The Instructor started as a monthly, and the first issue bore
the date of August, 1852. Since 1880 it has been published
weekly. For many years it was but an eight-page paper, the

pages boing only about two thirds the size of the present page.

The first number contained an announcement concerning the
paper by Elder White, a poem by Annie R. 8mith, three letters
or articles to young people, by Mrs. B, G. White, Sarah Griggs,
and M. J. Patten, These, with four Sabbath sehool lessoms,
made up the contents.

During the first ten years very few pictures were used in
the paper. A picture of a tree and one of 2 sailboat are about
the only ones used until ¥olume VII was reached, when a small
eqt of an anchor acesmpanied an article written by Tlder J. N.
Loughborough. i '

The Instruetor has had three homes, having removed from
Rochester, N. Y., to Battle Creek, Mich., in 1855, and from
there to Washington, D. C,, in 1903,

Tt has also had a varied expericnce as to size, subseription
price, editorial scrvice, and frequemey of publication. Bince
1908 it has maintained its present size. The subseription priee
has varied as follows: 85 cents, 38 cents, 25 cents, 50 cents,
38 cents, 50 cents, 75 cents, 60 cents, $1, $1.25, $1.50. In 1858
the price was 36 cents, ut wheu ordered for a friend, it could
be secured for 25 cents, :

The paper from its ineeption has been mainfained as a
spiritnal ferce rather than as a commercial asset. The first
announcement made of it in the Eeview contained the state-
ment:

“ Tf any have not the means to pay now, they should not wait
one day on that aeeount, but send for as many copies as they
need, and pay when more convenient, And if any are unable
to pay, we will cheerfully send it to them free of eharge.”

In the last issne of 1864, attention is ealled to the increased
cost of paper due to the war, but the publishers state:

“The price of the Instructor fo'r the next year will not be
raised, only by those who choose to raise it to 50 cents. Let:
all who would esteem it a pleasure to do so, send 50 cents each.
New subscribers, the poor, and all who chooge t¢ pay no more,
ean have the Ingtructor for 25 cents a year,”

So gencrously had our people rallied to the support of the
paper that when the gseventh mumber eame from the press, the
publishers issued the statement that the expense of the paper
had been met.

As stated in the first issue, the Instructor was designed not
only to be a benefit to small children, baut to give spiritual in-
struction to youth from sixteen fe twenty years of age. Its
main purpese was to furnish a means of giving Biblical instrue-
tion to the children and youth of the denomination. It offeved
the great ineentive to the orgamization of Sabbath schools, be-
cause it contained the first printed Sabhath sehool lessons. -In
an anzouneement of the sceond number, the publishers said, ¢ We
recommend to all who have not established Sabbath schools, to
do so at once”. This was desirable that all might receive the
benefit of the Sabbath school lessons the paper eontained.:

Not until 1854 did the Insiructor bear the name of an editor
of its own, though Elder White had been serving as editor. In
April of that yeat Miss Anna White, sister of Elder James

-

The Youth’s Imstructor

T- There’s a fine liftle paper :
Printed promptly each week,
And sent out through the workd,
Words of courage to speak,

H— How gladly we weleome
This clean, newsy sheef,
And eagerly read it,
Tnspiration to seek.

— Bvery number is ful
E Of good things, you see,
And so it’s a good friend
For you and for me.

YA Young people read gladly
The stories that come,
Of the missions afar
And of missions at home,

-— Grown older, they join us
0 And eagerly search
Yor up-to-date news
Of the happenings on earth.

— United we read it
U From cover to cover,
United we prize it
Above any other —

—-This paper that's planned
T With the young folks in mind,
But somehow it sumits
Every age, every clime.

— How we wateh and we wail
H Jor the postman each week;
How gladly we weleome
Our paper so neat!

% — I'm just a little ’ posterphe,
But I’'m important too,
I bring along thiy crooked “s”
That makes  Youth’s ¥ include you.

Sw- Shonld you not know the pame
Of this paper go fine,
Just wateh for our letters,

ne We'll tell you in time,

I ~—In every department
And on every page —
There are sixteen in all
By the printer’s broad gauge —

N“ No effort ig spared
To guide faltering feet,
Ty encourage sad hearts, . -
To dry eyes that weep.

SﬁThe Sabbath school lessons
Appear every week,
If your Quarterlty’s lost
Here’s the knowledge you seek,

T#There are book reviews too,
Every month you will find
They will help you to choose
The best food for your mind.

R—Rules for good, wholesome fun
You will find now and then;
For a good, hearty langh
Is a blessing to men,

U-wUnanimous praise sounds
From far and from near;
For the eenter-spread digplays,
No eritie we hear.

— Can you find better stories
Than here on thege pages?
We doubt it! We doubt it! f
‘Whatever your ages!

— Then why den’t you join us
And share in the pleasure
Of reading this paper?
It’s full of good measure—

0— Of things you should know
If yow'd be up to date,

Of things that will help you
To reach heaven’s gate,

R— Remember we're agking
You all to subseribe
For the good Youth's Instructor,
*Tis a friend true and tried.

Lrona E. Carg,
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‘Whit‘é, was appointed editor, but after only a few months of
serviee, Miss White was compelled by illness to relinguish her
work., Miss Adelia P. Patten, later Mrs, I, D, Van Horn, was

- editor from July, 1864, to 1868. During the seventy-four years

" thero have been but eighteen editors,

The Instructor was the first definite effort of the denomina-
tion to minister to the children and youth within its ranks.
From the first it has been a cherished visitor in the home, and
we believe, through the gfrong messages it has borme for God
and truth, it has been a source of strength and eourage to the
young people all down the years. We believe it should have a
place in every home where there are children or youth. Would
it not be fitting to celebrate its seventy-fourth birthday by
raising its subseription list, which is but 21,000, to 25000%
If every reader will secure onc new subscriber, this goal may

- be more than reached. Will you not do it?

' Fanwig D. CHASE,

Our Youth and the * Youth’s Instructor ”

THE age of the Instruotor is an evidence of the interest of
our founders in young people. Before this denomination was
definitely organized, the Instructor was born,

One of the early produets of the Seventh-day Adventist press
wag a set of books ealled “ Sabbath Readings * for young people,
compiled by Mrs, E, G. White. .

Most of our pioneers were young people, Ellen G. White
was called at the age of seventeen; Elder James White was
ordaingd to the ministry at twenty-two; HEider J. N. Lough-
borough began preaching at twenty; Elder J, N, Andrews en-
tered the ministry at twenty-one; and Elder Uriah Smith began
work at the Review and Herald office at the same age.

It iz a tribute to Seventh-day Adventists that they have a-

great interest in readimg and eirculating good literature. We
probably circulate more denominational literature per eapita
than any other denomination in the world today.

There are reasons. Our faith has a solid intelectual founda-
tion. The predictions of prophecy and ity fulfilment can be
written down with unerring aceuracy, The doetrines are well
defined, and are grounded in the Word of God. We believe that
our emotions are an important factor in life, but that they
must be based on faets which are comprehended by the mind.

Again, we are a scabtered people, Thers are many small
eompanies not large enough for regular church serviees. Such
get instruetion largely by reading. There are thousands of
isolated Sabbath keepers whose only touch with the movement
ia through the printed page, and whose only preachers are the
books and periodicals.

Our young people doubtless feel this isolation.more than their
elders, Youth craves the association of other young people,
Many of our youth who have not had the privilege of chureh
gervices or the asgeeiation of other young people of the same
faith, have found the weekly vistts of the Instruoclor to be the
chief substitute fer all this, It has kept alive in their hearts
“ that blessed hope; ” it has told’ of the progress of the mes-
sage; it hag set forth the prineiple of Christian lving as applied
to young people; it has told them what the young people have
done and are doing; it has contained interesting things about
the world and human Hfe,

it is no exaggerationto say that for many years the Instructor
has been the sivongest single influence to hind together in one
great body the youth of the advent movement, In lands of
other tomgues, othev Fouth's Insiructors have been started.

Sad to say, there are some who have not reeeived the In-
structor, and they have begn the losers. As the Missionary
Volunteer mevement hag hecome 'la,rger and stronger, the mission
of the Imstructor has become more important. There is more
need today for its work than ever. It musi be the voice calling
tho rank and file of our youth to active and wnited serviee,

Every boy and girl, young man and young woman, should have
the Instructor. = M. BE. Kezrn.

THE YOUTH'S INSTRUCTOR
is for ‘ !
Every Seventh-day Adventist Young DIPerson
' and
Thousands of Other Young People

Devotional Meeting for December 11
Sendor

Topic: “ Happiness in the Lord”
Blackboard Thought: © Happiness is netther within us nor with-
out us, it is the union of ourselves with God.”— Pascal.
1. Song Serviee,
2. Seripture Reading: Matthew 5: 1-16,
3. Silent Prayer, followed by two short prayers.
4, Standard of Attainment: * Pioneers.” (Sonior Mauual
page 70.)
5. Singing Whils the Chalk Talks.
6. Leader’s Introdnetion.
7. Talk: “Letting God Have His Way.”
8. Recitation: “ Patchwork.”
9. Open Meeting: “ Why I Am Happy in the Lord.”
10. Reports. Plans for Work,
11. Closing Song: “ Let Jesus Come Into Your Heart.”

Junior

Topic: “ Heep a Song in My Heard.” |
1. Song Serviee.
2. Leader’s Talk: ¢ The Practice of Happiness.”
3. Seripture Reading: Psalms 108: 1.6,
4. Song: “ I Will Sing of Jesus’ Love.”
5. Prayer.
§. Some Questions.
7. Poem: “ Patehwork.”
8. A Story: “ The Power of Song.”
9. Asgsignment of Work,
10. Standard of Attainment.
11. Closing Song and Prayer,

Senior Notes :

Aim today to help your Missionary Volunteers see the truth
in this statoment from “ Steps to Christ” (page 124, pocket
edition) : “ Happiness that iz sought from selfish motives, out-
side of the path of duty, is ill-balanced, fitful, and transitory;
it passes away, and the soul is filled with loneliness and sorrow;
hut there is joy and satigfaction in the service of God.”

2. Beripture Beading— The week previous assign one beati-
tude each to a number of Missionary Volunteers, asking them to
read the comment given in “ The Desire of Ages” (chapter,
“ The Bermon on the Monnt”), and be prepared to explain it
briefly when it is vead. The one assignedp to read the seripture,
of eourse, should pause after each beatitude for the eomment
thereon, i

8. Singing While the Chalk Tallis— For this part of your
program ask all to join in singing, “Sunshire in the Soul”
‘While singing the first stanza have some one draw near the top
of the blackboard a crogs with rays of light streaming from it
onto & heart which is outlined some little distanee away. Thean
as the second stanza is sung draw a measure of musie, printing
underneath the words, “Praise Him, Praise Him.” As the
third stanza affirms “The dove ef peace sings in my heart”
gketch quickly within the heart already on the board a dove
with outstretched wings. TFor the fourth stanza draw a erown,
and underneath the words, “ My Crown of Rejolcing.” It will
not require an experieneed artist to make this interesting, but
if you have no one who can do free hand drawing, the picture
could be sketehed with pencil and traced during the song,

6. Leader’s Introduction.— With a few well-chosen words in-
troduce the subjeet of the hour. It is right that young people
should be happy, but we must not confuse happiness with mere
pleasuve. Christ desived that we should be happy. He prayed
that His joy might be in His disciples. He wants us to have
true happiness within, When we make other people happy, we
arg taking ths longest possible step toward our own joy, Ohrist
pleased not Himself, but He found blessing and peace in seeking
the happiuvess of these about Him, The path of self-sacrifice
ig the suvest way fo real pleasure. Read the chapter, “ Rejoic-
ing in the Lord,” in “ Steps t¢ Christ,” Soe alse the Junior
leader's talk,

7, Talk: * Letting God Have His Way.’— Material for this
talk will be found in the first chapter of Mrs. Matilda Trickson
Andross’ book, * The Life That Wins,”

2. Open Meetfing: “Why I Am Happy in the Lord.”— The
article bearing this title is a basis for the opening talk of this
part of the meeting, Then throw it open ten minutes for all
to tell briefly why they ave happy in the Lord.

10, Ask the leader of the Christian Help band to report some
of the things which are veal causes for happiness in your soetety.
Alse allow him a few minutes to lay other plans before the
members and to solicit volumtcers for service. In all of this
open meeting and band reporting de not let the time drag.
Real joy causes us to go at things with life and enthusiasm.

Juanior Notes and Helps

8. Leader’s Talk: “The Proctice of Happiness’— The fol-
lowing is sugpested as a basis for the opening remarks:

Some one has said that happiness is something to be prae-
tised like a violin, Put the finest instrument that ever was made
inte ungkilled hands, and what & deleful whining is the yesult!
But out of the eheapest fiddle the real master ean bring strains
that will charm the senses,
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Happiness is not so much a question of instrument, then, as
of praectice. Your cirewmmstances may be far from adeal but
if you are bent on practising the art of happiness ¥ou can draw
sweet music fwm them, And it doos not matter how perfect
your inmstrument is nor how mueh you are surrounded by all
that is desivable, without the practice of happiness dlseordant
strains are all you edn expect,

The schoolgirl dividing her time ameng a number of tasks
ought not to give to the violin or piano more than an hour’s
praetice a day. Those who arc devoting themselves to a study
of musie frequently practise five or six hours, or even more.
But that which i3 sufficient for the student of music is not
sufficient for the student’s happiness. All your waking bours
should be given to the practiee of your art; yes, and your sleep-
ing hours too, for you can go to sleep in such a cheerful and
crmteful mood that your very dreams help you ahead, Twenty-
four Lows a day iz not too much to devote to the practice of
happiness.

6, These guestions may be written on the blackboard:

¢. What reasons have you for being happy?

b. Gan you name any veagon why you should not be happy?

¢. What brings to you the greatcr joy: deing semething for
yourself, or doing a kindly act for some one else?

d. How can we be happy all the day?

¢. Can we be happy when things den’t go to suit us?

f. Did you ever try to sing a song when you were tempted
to fret?

g. Do you think that the performange of vour daily duties’

cheerfully, inctuding nnpleasant duties, will help to keep a song

in your heart?

2. Adssigning Worl.— The eommittee should plan for some
definite work for each member to do, Just before elosing the
program, see that each one has some definite duty assxgned for
the coming week, if it is only the handing out of one traet.

10. Standard of Attainment.— Bring this into your program
at the time which scems best. See Junior Standard of Attain-
ment Mamual, questions 91-97, .

Why I Am Happy in the Lord

HapPINESS is a condition that comes from within,
from a conscionsness that, regardless of appearance, all is well.
There is a reason for thiy, and that reason iz Ged. “Yea, T
have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with loving-
kindness have I drawn thee” Jer. 31:3., What a marvelous
statement! God so loved me that He drew me to Him, and this
at a time when I neither cared nor knew. He was willing to
give for me the best there was to give, But there was a time
when the knowledge of this love was not possessed by me.

The experience of a lady upon whom James Field ealled to
interest her in her soul’s salvation, is duplicated in many lHves.
She claimed she conld not love God. He replied by asking the
question, “ What have you to do with loying God? How ean
you love until you apprehend His love to you? And this you
eannot do wutil you believe, It is folly to think of loving God
before you ohtain pardon.” This gift of pardon brings joy and
happiness, it fills the heart with a sense of peaee. God has
healed the sears of sin, they are remembered no longer; and
that sense of forgiveness makes me happy in Him,

There are times when tho problems of life seem almost too
hard to solve or nnderstand. But why be unhappy even then?

It comes

Preeious thought. my athoer kuoweth,
In His love I rest; .

For whate’er my Fathcr docth o
Maust he alwa.ys beat.

Well I know the heart that Panneth
Naught but good for me;

Joy and soriew interwoven
Love in all T see,

There i nothing else a person can do, after realizing the
divine love, and pe1m1ttmg it to enter his life, than to be
happy; for all the things tbat at one time bothered so, ave
plain now. It is good to know in whom I am p!acmg my trust,
and to know that the trugt is well kept, not like the world
around, with its-worry and fretting, its sceking after happiness,
and its failure to find it.
and sparrow saw it:

# Said the robin to the sparrow,
‘I should really like to kmow
Why these anxtous human beings
Rush about and worry so?’

# Qaid the gparrow to the robin.
fFriend. T think that it must be
That they have no heavenly Father
Such as eares for you and me’”
— Elisabeth Choney.

Theirs is the experience as the robin -

How vastly different the experienee when we de have this
heayvenly Father‘ r N

We talk of the understanding heart, meaning thereby one
who can truly feel and understand with us, What gréater heart
of understanding can we find than the one of our Father above?
It is so full and receptive that it permits my dwelling there.
How sweet are the early morning and the evening hours, when,
apart from every one else, there comes the comfort and joy in
the knowledge that T may go to Him and tell Him all. Not only
may I bring the joys and vieteries, These friends around me
are willing enough to share. But to Him I may bring wmy
keenest disappointments, my darkest moments of defeat and
failure. And the joy of it! There is no fear of ridieule, of
migunderstanding, of jeers. He will not, beeause of it all, for-
bid His presence to me, No, knowing my need of Him as all
the greater because of these things, He gives freely, There is
new strength and grace for the path just ahead, ample for
me not to fear the way.

Then why should I not be happy in Him, with never a load
to lift, a burden to bear, a defeat to face, a joy to experience
— alone? “Happy are they who quietly yield to the guidance
of an almighty hand.” It ig an experience worth seeking after?
There are so many things to be happy abouwt in Him, With
Nathanael eomes again the invitation, “Come and see” To
taste for oneself is better than to read concerning it,

GERTRUDE E. HANSCH.

Patchwork

Axe there worn places in your life
Where burdeas, earried Iong,

Have left alt bruised the: fragile threads?
Just pateh it with a song.

Is there some wound within your heart
Where cruel or heedless wrong

Has gevered cords of hope and trust?
Just pateh it with a song!

Have pain’s flerce fires burdened the place
Where hope and cheer belong?

Oh, tuek the ragged edges in,
And pateh it with a gong!

For many a rent has been repaired,
A weakened spot made strong,
And broken webs of life renewed,
By patchmg with'a song.
— Norma ¥oungberg.

The Power of Song

Neak the summit of a mountain in Pennsylvania is a small
hamlet ealled Honeyville, consisting of two log houses, two
shanties, a rickety old barn, and a small shed, surrounded by a
few acres of eleared land, In one of these houses lived a family
of seven,— father, mother, three buys, and two girls, They had
recently moved from Michigan. The mother’s health was poor,
and she longed to be out on the heautiful ¢ld mountain where
she had spent most of her ehildhood. Their household goeds
had arrived in Pennsylvania just.in time tc be swept away by
the great Johnstown floed of 1889,

The mother and her two little girls, Nina and Dot, were Chris-
tians, and their voices were often lifted in praise to God as they
sang from an old hymn boak one- of their most cherished pos-
sessions.

One morning the mother gert Nina and Dot on an errand to
their older sister’s home, three and one-half miles distant, The
first two miles tock them through dense woods, while the rest
of the way led past houses and through small clearings. She
charged them to $tart on their return home in time to arrive
before dark, as many wild beasts — bears, eatamounts, and occa-
sionally a panther—-were prowling ground. These animals
were hungry at this time of the year; for they were getting
ready to “hole up,” or lie down in gome cozy cave or hole for
their winter’s nap.

The girls started off, merrily chasing cach other along the
way, and arxived at their sister’s in good thme, and had a jolly
Tomp with the baby. After dinner, the sigter was so busy, and
the children were so absorbed in their play, that the time passed
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anhesded until the cloek struck four. Then the girls hurriedly

. started for beme, in the hope Yhat they might arrive there before

it grew very dark. The older sister watched until they dis-
appeared up the road, anxicusty wishing some one was there
to ga with them,

Nima and Dot made good time until they entered the long
streteh of woods, when Nma said:

“Qh, T know where there is suech a large pateh of winter-
green herries, right by the road! Let's pick some for mamma.”

8o they climbed over g few stones and logs, and, sure enocugh,
the berries were plentiful. They pieked and talked, sometimes
When they started
on again, the sun was sinking low in the west, and the trees
were easting heavy shadows over the voad, which lengthened

vapidly. When about half of the distance was covered, Dot

began to feel tired and afraid, Nina tried to cheer her, saying,
“ Over one more long Nill, and we shall be home.” Bot now they
couid ouly see the sun shining on the top of the trees on the

- hill,

They had often played trying to seare each other by one say-
ing, “ Oh, I see a hear ¢r & wolf up the read] ” and pretending
to be afraid.  So Dot said: “ Let’s scarve each other. You try
to scare me.? Nina said, © All right.”” Then, pointing up the
road, she said, “ Ob, look up the road by that black stumpl I
see 4 ~——— n

She did not finish; for suddeniy, from almost the very Spot
where she had pointed, a large panther stepped out of the
hushes, turning his hoad first one way and then another. Then,
as if seeing the girls for the first time, he erouched down, and
erawling, sneaking along, like a eat after a mouse, he moved
toward them. The girls stopped and looked at each other.

. Then Dot began to cry, and said in o half-smothered whisper,

© Go@ will help us”’
" animal,

“() Nina, let’s run! ” But Nina theught of the long, dark, Jonely

. road behind, and keew thad yunning ‘was useloss, Then think-

ing of what she had heard her father say about showing fear,
sho seized her Mttle sister’s hand, and said, ¥ No, iet’s pass it
And she started up the road toward the

When the children mmoved, the panther stopped, and straight-
encd himself up. Then he erouched again, moving slowly, wn-
easily, toward them, When they had nearly reached him, and
Nina, who was npearest, saw his bady almost rising for the

- spring, there flaghed through her mind tho memory of hearing

it said that a wild beast would not attack any one who was

_singing. What should she sing? TIn vain she tvied to reeall

some song, but her ming seemed a blauk, In despair she looked
up, and hreathed a litgle prayer for help; then cateching a

" plimpse of the last rays of the getting sun touching the tops of

the trees on the hill, she began the beautiful hymn,

“ Theve is sunlight on the hillton,
There is suntight on the sea.”

Her sister joined im, and although their voiees,were faint and

" trembling at first, by the time the ehildren weve opposite the

panther, the words of the song rang out sweet and clear on the
evening air.

_The panther stopped, and straightened himseif te his full
height. His tail, which had been lashing and switching, beeame
quict as he seemed to listen. The girls passed on, hand in hand,
never looking behind them. How sweet the words,

‘0 the sunlight! beautiful sunlight!
O the sunlight in the heart!”

sounded as they cchoed and re-echoed through the woods.
As the children neared the top aof the hill, the rumbling of &
wagen fell upon their cars, so they knew that help was near,

- but still they sang, When they gained the top, at the same time

the wagon rattled up, for the first time they turned and looked.

"haek, just in time to cateh a iast glimpse of the panther as he

digappeared inte the woods,
The mother had loeked eften and anxiously down the road,

. and ench time was disappointed in not secing the ehildren com-

ing, Finaily she could wait no longer, and started .fo meet
them. When ahont half-way there, she heard the words,

“(Q the sunlight! beautiful sunlight!
O the sunlight in the heart!
Jerns® smile ean bhanish sadness;
Tt is sunlight in the heart.”
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At first a happy smile of relief passed over her faee; hut it
fzded as she listened. There was such an unearthly sweetness
in the song, so stromg and clear, that it seemed like angels’
music instead of her own little girls’. The song ceased, and the
children appeared over the hill. She saw their white faces, and
hurried toward them. When they saw her, how their little feet
flew!  But it was some time before they could telt her what
had happened, .

What a joyful seasom of worship they had that night, and
what a meaning that dear old hymm has had to them ever sineel

A few days later, a party of organized huiters killed the
panther that had given the children gueh a fripht. But the
memory of that thrilling experience will never fade from the
mind of the writer, who was one of the actors in it.— Nina Case.

Devotional Meeting for December 18

Senior
Topre: “ My Bible and 1.
1. Songs to Bing: “ Wonderful Words of Life,” “ Break
Thou the Bread of Life,” “Holy Bible! Book
Diyinel ? “ Give Me the Bible,”

2, Standard pf Atfainment Questions., (See Manyal, p, 71.)
3. Bpecial Musie to Open the Meeting.

4. Beripture: Psalms 19: 7-10,

5. Prayer, .

6, Leader’s Talk: “ The Bible and Real Values”

7. Palk: “Is It Necessary to Read the Bible Through??”
8. Btary: *How the Word of God Changes Prisoners ¥’

9. Reading: “ The Bible Translated by Me.”

10. The Bible Year.

11.
12.

Closing Song.

Repeat in Unison Psalms 19: 14,
Junior

Topic: “ The Book of Power.”

. Songs and Prayer,

. Secretary’s Report,

. Btandard of Attainment.

O By pt

(Junior Manual, p. 23.)

4. Leader’s TFalk.

5. A Boy Creed: “I Belicve in the Bible.”

6. Story: “ How the Word of God Changes Prisoners,”
7. A Boy’s Prayer. )

8. Stovies of Bibie Conquest. '

9. A Message Trom the General M. V. Sceretary.

16, Assignment of Missionary Woik.

11, Closing Song and Prayer,

Notes to Leaders

Helpful Thoughts for Bluckboard Use.—< The Bible makes
a new world for @ man, and a new man for the new world.”

* This Book will keep you from sin, sin will keep you from
this Book.”

Morning Waich Calendars and Bible Year Outlines— Have a
good supply of these on hand, and distribute at close of meeting.

Advertise— Pagte a picture of an open Bible on a placard
(or sketech ome), and print today’s topic or some appropriate
text, such as John 5: 39, below, )

Senior Notes

6. Leader’s Talle: “ The Bible and Real Values”— The fol-
lowing thoughts are suggestive for your talk: “Iife is made
up of choices. By this choice or that onr lives ave enriched oy
peverty-stricken, successful or nnsuccessfui, No wonder we
consider carefully choices that will affect our entire lives, The
Bible is full of cholees and their results. Ahyaham had a choice
to make, and his life was changed., "Moses chose poverty and
wandering with the people of God rather than the uxury of a
heathen king's palace. Jesus had His choice,—to live as an
earthly king, or to die on the cross. Beeause He chose as He
did, we have the power of choice taday. Jesus said, ' Wha wants
te save his life will lose i%; but whaso-loses his Yife for My sake
shall find it The Bible is a book which sets forth real values,
It will help us te make right cheiees.”

7. Talk: “Is It Necessary to Read the Bible Through? ' —
Base this talk upon the artiele under this title, and alse eall
attention to the excellent bocks from the pen of Mrs, E. G,
‘White, which will throw powerful light upon the Seriptures if
read in conjunetion with certain portions; for ingtance, when
reading the four Gespels, study alse “ The Desire of Apes.”
‘What 2 wonderful way to read the Bible and the spirit of
propheey! Thev go hand in hand.

8. Story: “ How the Word of God Changes Prisoners”—

{Beo Junior Notes, No. 6.}
3, Reading: “The Bible Translated by Me”— When copies

nf the Bible were first distributed in the Welsh tengue, so

happy were the people te have it that this little vhyme was often
vepeated,
“ The httie Bible for a erown
Thou mayest buy in any tewn —
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The Bible in thy mother's tongue,
Ere that thou lack,

Bell shirt from back, :
’Tis trustier than thy father’s roof
To keep thee sure and peril proof.”

Today we have the Bible in almost every tomgue, so far as
languages of the earth are concernced; bmt did you ever stop
to think how mueh of it ig really translated on our very own
tongues? The very best translation of the Bible is that which
comes through our daily living. That i3 the translation which
c¢an be understood by every one. This iz well expressed in
Annie Johnson Ilint’s poem, “ The World’s Bible.”

* Christ has no hands but our hands to do His work today;
He has no feet but our feet to lead men in His way;

He has no fongue but our tongue-to tell men how He died;
He has no help but our help to bring them to His side.

“ We are the enly Bible the careless world will read;

We are the sinner’s gospel, we are the scoffer’s creed.

We are the Lord’s last message, given in deed and word;
What if the type is ecrocked? What if the print is blurred?

©% What if our hands ave busy with other work than His?
What if our feet are walking where gin’s allurement is?
What if our tongues are speaking of things His lips would
gpurn?
How ean we hope to help Him and hagten His return?”

10. The Bible Year— Make a call for all those who will read
,the Bible through during 1927, beginning promptly Janeary 1.

Junior Notes

4. Leader’s Tabk~— The most wonderful book in all the world
is the Bible. We havs it in .our homes and are familiar with
many of its stories. Let ug spend this hour in thoughtful
meditation on the wonderful power of this Book over the lives
‘of men and women. 'Within a few years we shall take our places
among those who are filling positions of responsibility., Our
relation to the Bible and its power over our lives will determine
whether we shall be strong mea ard women for God, or if our
lives are to be lived in the weakness of sin, The Bible changes
men and women, and gives them the highest preparation for
their life-work, No other influence can benefit us so mmeh as
-can this Word of power,

5. A Boy Creed (Fouwr Boys): "I Believe in the Bible”—
T find in the Bibie the life stories of men and women whom I
admire and respect. 1 can see them facing obstacles, overcom-
ing temptation, living lives that ¥ can understand; and in their
experiences I come to believe anew in the life that is coura-
geous, clean-hearted, and unselfish,

“T gee in the Bible the path, plainly marked, of the man or
the woman who plays the coward’s part, or harbors the impure
purpose, or rides on selfishly and cruelly to his own goal; and
T know that the only wages paid to the one who Hves a sinful
life is some gort of physieal or moral decay and death.

# T diseover in the Bible something that telis me there is more
possible Tor me, as & human being, than mere self-seeling, mere
learning, or mere wealth, I discover that there is more to
‘living than merely to eat, to be clothed, and to be warmed, and
-that courage, honor, pure-heartedness, and love are parts of my
“inheritanee, .

“ 1 receive from the Bible an angwer to those questions that
perplex me in the might as I gaze up at the stars —— questions
as to where our world comes from, and what my life means,
and what it all is about; an answer that tells me of God, and
of His purpose for the world, and of His desive for my life.”

6. Story: © How the Word of God Changes Prisoners,”——In
- Unheaten Tracks in Japan” Lsabella L. Bird tells of a re-
markable instance of the power of the Seriptures over eriminals.
A portion of the New Testament was given to a prison keeper
at ‘Otsw, Japan. The officer gave it to a scholarly conviet in
prison for murder. Time passed, and nothing was heard from
. It seemed to have been thrown away on these heathens.
“Then & fire broke ont in the Otsu prison. The natural thought
of each of the hundred prisoners would have been, “ Now is your
.chance to eseape.” But no; every ome of' the prisoners stayed
and helped put out the flames. An investigation developed the
-faet that the murdercr had beeu so impressed with the fruth
of Christianity by studying that fragment of the New Testa-
ment that he had devoted his time to Christianizing his fellow
-priseners. And the power of the Word of God in these men
gave them a sense of honor unkunown usually to conviets. The
cireumstance so impressed the authorities that the murderer
+was releaved, but he preferred to remain in Otsu and teach
the “new way” to more prisoners. .

8. Stories of Bible Conguest.— (Encourage the Juniors to tell
-these in their own words.)

@. A Bible colporteur in Spain eame to a village and offered
‘Bibles for sale. e sold a number. The village priest stirred
up the people, so that they threw stones and brieks at the col
porteur, whe fled to save his life,

In the meantime one of the Bibles rolled down into a deep, dry
diteh skirting the market place. Six weeks later the colporteur
-was again on the road leading through the same village. The

very first man he met at the city gate stopped him with the
question, * Are you not the man who gold the Bible$”

"The colporteur thought he was in for a mob, but he answered
bravely, * Ves, I am the man” It did not lessen his fears
when the villager added, “ We have been watehing for you.”
But the man went on, “ Welcome to our village; many of us
want to buy your books.”

In utter astonishment the colpertenr exelaimed,  Are you not
the people who a few weeks ago threw stones at med ”

“Indeed we are,” was the reply, “but a great change hag
come over us.”’

The colporteur learned that a merchant of the village had
noticed the big Bible lying in the ditch, and thought he eould
make use of the paper. So he carried it to hig store and tore
out leaf after leaf to wrap up salt, sugar, rice, or other com-

mon groceries, thug geattering the Jeaves through all the houses
of the village, The people read the leaves, compared them, and '

talked them over in their spare time. And now the whole villagé
wag burning with curiosity to learn more of the wonderful mes-
sage of the book which the priest thought he had destroyed, but
which he had only sent into every house.

Does not it reeall to you the words of the psalmist,  Surely
the wrath of man shall praise Thee; the remainder of wrath
shalt Thou vestrain?” Ps. 76: 10,

b. The Rev. W, W. Bradshaw, missionary of tbe American
Sunday-school Union, had the following experience in the moun-
taing of Kentucky:

“One day a boy asked me to ride with him., He told me he
was kauling the mail to the next village, and that he was paid
$12 a month for his work. ‘How do you spend your money?’
1 asked. *Well, I help support my mother and sister, and the
rest I'am saving to buy me a rifla?, <A rifle!’ I exelaimed.
¢ What do you want with t7° ‘The day I get it I am going
to kill old man Yelvington. If he should die, I am going to
shoot his oldest som; and if he jumps the country, I will kill
the next.’ ¢ What in the world do you mean, my boy4%’ I asked
in amazement. He replied: ‘Just what I tell yor. 01d man
Yelvington killed my father, and the day of the funeral I swore
I would fix him. T have nearly enough money to get the rifle, and
when I do, something is going to drop over yomder; you know
what the law of revenge 18

#J wag well-nigh speechless with astonishment. ‘My young
friend, T said kindly, ‘don’t you know if you kill that man,
you will have to fly from home, go to prison, or be hanged?
Do you know what an awful thing murder is? What does God’s
Word say about it¢’ He answered, ‘¢ We ain’t got no Bihle at
our house.

#1 talked earnestly and tenderly with him, bringing ocut the
gospel rule of forgiveness. He was deeply moved and tears
were In his eyes. Before we parted, he promised to give up
hig dreadful plans. I took a Bible from my bag, wrote his name
in it, and gave it to him, Some months after, it was the means
of his conversion, also that of his mother and sister. Tt pays
to teach the children God’s Word.”

8. A Message From the General M, V. Secretary: 4 Wonder-
ful Book”— The Bible is the most wonderful hook. Tts author
ig Ged, and it contains 2 message for everybody in the world,
Many years ago, before printing was invented, many seribes in
many places made copies by hand. The Bible was the first
Bock to be printed from movable types. It is now the most
populaxr book in the world. There are published each year ten
million copies in nearly five hundred languages. There are
more Bibles sold than of all the new storybooks put together
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Many of the world’s greatest pictures and books, and much of

its music, have come from the Bible, Wherever the Bible has
been read, people have been saved from sin and made happier,
and children’s lives have been made brighter, May the.liord

help our Junior boys and gixls to love the Bible and read if -

every day.

Is It Necessary to Read the Bible Th;SOUg}i?

BreLE study is essential to Christian living, How shall we
study it9 If we read herc and there, “ hit or miss,” anyiwhere
we happen to open, without plan or purpese, we are not Iikely
to obtain any comprehensive knowledge of the Bible,

One way is to read the Bible through, book by book, chapter
by chapter. Amnother way is to study it topically, going through
from cover to cover and gathering what is gald on a single
topie.

I wish now to emphasize the importance of reading the Bible
through, in large portions at a time. The divigion of the books
of the Bible into chapters and verses for the sake of easy refer.
ence has probably prevenied many from appreciating their

. unity and continuity of thought.

Paul wag burdened for the church at Thessalonica. He wrote
& letter to it. No ome can truly appreciate the spirit and
power of that letter unless he reads it through, and gets the
complete message which the Lord gave him for the Thesgalonian
chureh at that time. And really, one is hardiy prepared to
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select sentenees from the letter to prove certain doctrines until
he knows something of the setting in which the thoughts were
uttered, ’ s

: 1t is possible that the germ of life in the grain ‘of corn might
be removed from its starehy bed and placed in soil under such
conditions that it would grow, but i is mueh more likely to de-
yelop whén left where nature plaeced i, So detached sentences or
Yerses from the Word of God may lodge in our minds- and
bring forth fruit, hut we are much more likely to get the real
thought of God (and hence the real help which we need), if
we gtudy the particulay thoughi in the light of the story in
which’ it oecurs, or.the whole, sermon or epistle from. which
it iz taken. ’

. Even though we have read the Bible through, and have done
much topical and eritical study, we need often to read it all
over again, lest in the topical study, by means of margingl
references or concordance, or in the close study of isolated pas-
sages, we lose sight of the great plam; lest, {oo, we should over-
look mmportant texfs in which there is much Bight for us, but
which were not impresséd on the mind when read.

‘While any plan for reading the Bible through n g givon time
would require definite assigniments, these assignments are more
t0 show’ us day by day how we are progressing than that we
should read so much aud no mote, : ‘

! Tt seems o me that we should frequently read an, entire book
throtigh at.dhe-siting, We searcely know how the Dible tastes
when ‘we réad such little bits at a {ime. TLet a young man
prayerfully read through without reference to chapters and
versds, Paul’s first letter to Timothy, and it will make such an
impression upon his. 'mind as can hardly be made in any other
way. Or read the Gospel of Mark without stopping, and get
the single eomprehé,nsive view which is giver of the life of
Christ. Then read the story as recorded by the beloved Joln.
Jesus will appear morc real to you than ever before— Selected.

A Boy’s Prayer
Drar Father, there’s the other boy tonight,
Who's praying to a god that’s mads of wood.
He agks it to take care of him till light, .
And love him — but it won’t do any good.

He is so far I cannmot make him hear,
I’d eall to him, and tell him, if I counld,

That you'll take care of him, that you are near, .
And love him~— for his god is made of wood,

I know he’d ask you, if he only knew.
. T know he’d love to knew you, if he could,
Dear God, take ca¥e of him, and love him, too —
The other boy, whose god iy made of wood
— Selected. .

1 . -

- Devotional Meeting for December 25

Hcmory Ferse: * Thow shalt call His mame Jesus: for He
shall save His people from their swms” Matt, I: 21,
Senior

Topic: * What Think Ye of Christ??”
1, Bong Serviee and Prayer,
: 2, Leader’s Talk,
3¢ Song: “ 0 Worship the King.”
4. Meditations on the Hfe of Christ,
The Testimony of the Bible Concerning Christ.
Poem: “’Twag Night When the Lord Was Bern.”
Talk: “ Unto You a Saviour.”
Poem: “Room for the Christmag Guest”
. Responses: “ What Think Ye of Christ??”
. Closing Song and Prayer,

SLmmmom

Jonior

Topic: “ Peace, Good Will to Men,”

. 1. Bong Service,

" 2, Reports: “The Year's Record.”
Bong: “ Peace on Earth.”
Repeat the Memory Verse in Unison,
. Prayer.
. Opening Remavks by the Superintendent,
. Recitation: “ The SBong in the Night,”
. Mestimonialy of the Bible Concerming Christ,
. That Sweet Old Story. .
. Bxercise: “ Room for the Christmas Guest”’
, Cloging Song: “ 1 Will Early Seek the Saviour.”

v N
~DOENa MR

Notes to Leadexs

Surely every Missionary Volunteer knows that the day which
is celebrated as Christmas is wot the day of the birth of our
Lord, We have no reecord of that great event, But that lack
of knowledge need not deter us in the true Christmas spirit,
We need to know that Jesus s our best friend, that He ever
stands at our side to help us in the Christian way, and that it
is He who speaks to the heart, ¥ Peace, Good Will to Men.”
A thorough Chiistian will put the Christmas spirit into every
day of the year., Let us use thiz day o bseome better ae-
quainted with Jesus that we may spread His sweet influence
wherever we ga,

Decorations— Of course your decorations will depend upon
your meeting room amnd the material available, Where ever-
green branches ean be obtained they will he pretty and fresh.
For artificial decorations use cheery crepe paper, gilt stars,
lights, etc.

Plans— These should he begun weeks in advance, This is
a good time to work through your Christian Help Band. Have
some of them find out who in the community are in need of
clothing, food, or other help; then organize and see thati
appropriate gifts are bestowed. Set the Juniors to work in
time to earn momey by selbng papers, Morning Wateh Cal-
endars, products of their own make, ete. Do not forgel that
ttue personal sacrifice makes the gift muoch greater, Conmfrast
the difference between the spirit of giving just becaunse others
will give to us, and actual sacrifice for Jesus, If some of
vyour Missionary Volunteers have ontgrown clothes which are
still in good repair, theso will be appreciated by the necdy.

Advertise— Why not have everything in readiness and the
gifts distributed during Christmas week, and along with the
gift extend a hearty invitation to attend {his meeting. The
program in itself will give pleasure, and it might be the means
of getting some to begin regular attendance. Some one could
be delegated to eall for those who would be timid about eoming.
Why not make out personal invitations which read something
Bike this: . m,

THC coeeemeereeserceereeeett. Mo V. Bociety
will weleome you at their Christmas program - .
, December 25,.3 p. M.
(Name) ....lceeeee will call for you at 2: 30,

This in itself will be a wide advevtisement to your meeting,
but of eourse you will post suitable placards extending’ to 'all
# hearty welcome. . N

© Music— Bring. in as much special music as possible. -Nos,
242, 390, 348, and 314, * Christ in Song,” are appropriate for
cither special or gemeral use. .

Reports~ A very interesting Christmas tree report was givea
in one sociely last year, A small evergreen tree with just a
bit of trimming was placed on a table in front. At the top
was mounted a large star. with the soeiety’s goal printed in
heavy black. Then alternating with {he somgs in the song.ser-
vice, the various seeretaries and. band leaders eame forward,
anpounced the attainments of their phase of the work for the
year, and tied on the {res seme avticle by which they could
be represented. Ior instance, the devotional seeretary iled on
a Bible Year Certifieate, the Educational sceretary Standard of
Attainment and Reading Courge Certificates, the leader of
Correspendence and Literature Band was fittingly represented
by a letter and small voll of papers, the Christian Help Band
boasted of many things — varions pictures of Jumiors sweep-
ing or caring for the baby and a small bundle of cloth for
the elothing given away, and so on all throuwgh the list. The
souls won were represented by the eandles om the tree whieh
were lighlied by a Jumior as the leader told of this, the most
important phase of Missionary Volunteer work. It will require
an effort to get even most, of ;the reports in for this meeting,
hut you will be repaid by the interest created. Mspeelally if
you are short on some item of the goal, leave no means un-
furned to reach it if at all possible,

Standard of Atteinment— If you have been keeping up with
the schedule, both Seniers and Juniors are now ready for a
wood Teview.., Appoint an evening to be spent in this way.
If all cannot weet together, divide up into groups for a thorough
firal review. November was the legitimate time for the test,
hut this having been a full year’s sehedule, if yon will inform
your local secretary that you are ready for the tests, I think
you will have no diffienlty in obtaining them at this time

‘Senior Notes

2, Leader's Talk.~- The topic of this hour Dbrings to us a
timely question: “ What Think Ye of Christ?” About us is
an atmosphere of doubt concerning the Bible and the Christ
it reveals as the Saviour of men. We meet this influence in
books and periodicals, in conversations, and in the temptations
to doubt in our own experiemnce,

If we would have a faith that is worth living for, and in
whose defense we would gladly lay down our lives, then our
minds must be freed from doubt and our vision elear. A living
faith in the livina Christ is the only experience that will make
of ns haroes of faith, ' Tt is the only faith that can save.

Tt is fitting then that we devote this homr to a study of
cvidences, and that we frame in owr wminds the answer to
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the topie: “ What Think Ye¢ of Christ?” Naturally our
answers will be on the side of the positive lestimony of the
Bible. I like the concluding testimony of Philip Sechaff in his
book, “ The Person of Christ,” pp. 123, 124:

“ Jesug Christ ig the most sacred, the most glorious, the most
eertain of all facts; arrayed in a heauty and majesty which
throw the ‘starry heavens above ug and the moral law within
us’ into obsdurity, and fill ys truly with cver-growing reverence
and awe., He shines forth with the self-evidencing light of
the noonday sun. He i3 too great, too pure, too perfect, to have
been invented by any sinful and erring man. Hig character
and claims are confirmed by the sublimest doctrine, the purest
ethies, the mightiest miracles, the grandest spiritual kingdom,
and are daily and hourly exhibited in the virtnes and graces
of all who yield to the regenerating and sanctifying power of
His Spirit and example, The historieal Christ meets and sat-
isfies all moral and religioug aspirations, The soul, if left to
its moblest impulses and aspirations, instinetively turms fo
Him, as the necdle to the magnet, as the flower to the sun, as
the panting hart to the fresh fountain, We are mads for Him,
and ‘ our heart is without rest until it rests in Hin, He com-
mands our assent, He wing our affections and adoration. We
cannot look upon Him without spiritmal benefit. "We cannot
think of Him without being elevated above all that is low
and mean, and encouraged to all that is good and noble. The
very hem of His garment isz healing o the touch. One hour
spent in Hig communion outweighs all the pleasures of sin. He
is the most precious gift of a merciful God to a fallen world,
In Him ave the treasures of wisdom, in Him the fountain of
pardon and peace, in Him the only hope and comfert in this
world and that which is to ecome. Mankind could better afford
to lose the literature of Greece and Rome, of Germany and
France, of BEngland and Ameriea, than the story of Jesus of
Nagzareth, Without Him, history is a dreary waste, a labyrinth
of facts without meaning, conneetion, and aim: with Him, it
i a beaatiful, harmonious revelation of God, the umfolding
of a plan of infinite wisdom and love; all ancient higtory eon-
verges to His eoming, all modern history receives fromp Him its
higher life and inspiration, e i3 the glory of the past, the
life of the presenmt, the hope of the future. We eannot even
understand curselves without Him, Aecording to an old Jewish
proverb: ¢The seerct of man is the mecret of the Messiah’
Chriat is the great central Light of history, and, at the same
time, the Light of every soul: He alone can solve the mystery
of our being, and fulfit our intellectual desires after truth, our
moral aspirations after goodness and holiness, and the longing
of our fecling after peace and happiness. o

“Naot for 26l the wealth and wisdom of this world would I
weakenr the faith of the humblest Christian in His divine Lord
and Saviour; but, if, by the grace of God, I eould convert a

. single skeptie to @ childlike faith in Him whe lived and died
for me gnd for all, T would fecl that I had not lived in vain”

4. Meditations on the Life of Christ— These paragraphs
should be read by different individuals. Sufflcient time should
be given to get the thoughts firmly fixed in mind:

a. “This Jesus of Nazareth, without money and arms, con-
quered more millions: than Alexander, Cmsar, Mohammed, and
Napoleon; without science and learning, He shed more light
on things human and divine than all philosophers and scholars
combined; without the elogmence of sehools, He spoke such
words of life as were never spoken before or sinee, and pro-
dueed effects whieh Iie beyond the reach of oraor or poet;
without writing a single liue, He set more pens in motion, and

furnished themes for more sermons, orations, diseussions, learned’

volumes, works of art and songs of prame, than the whole
army of great meuv of ancient and medern times. Born in a
manger, and crucified a8 a malefactor, He now controls the
destinies of the civilized world, and rules a spiritual empire
which embraces oue tlird of the inhabitants of the globe.
There nover was in this world a life so nnpretending, modest,
and lowly in its outward form and condition, and yet producing
such extrpordinary effects upon all ages, nations, and eclasses
of men. The annals of history fornish ne other examples of
such complete and agfounding suceess, in spilt;e of the absel}ce
of those material, soelal, literary, and artistie powers and in-
fluences whieh are indispensahle to smecess for a mere man.
Christ stands, in this respect also, solitary and alone among
all the herocs of history, and presents fo us an unsolvable
problem, unless we admit Him to be more than man, even the
sternal Son of God.”— Philip Schaff, in “The Person of

Christ)” p. 88, . .
b. “ One day Napoleon, speaking of Christ, said to General

Bertrand: .

«¢T kpow men; and T tell you that Jesus Christ is not a
man. Superficial minds see a resemblance between Christ and
the founders of empires, and the gods of other religions. That
resemblanee does not exist. There is between Christianity and
whatever other religions the distance of infinity. . . .

¢ ¢ Pruth gheuld@ embrace the universe. Snech is Christianity,
—-the only religion which destroys sectional prejudices; the
only one which proclaims the unity and the ebsolute brother-
hood of the whole human family; the only one which is purely
spiritualy in fine, the omly one which assigns to all, without
distinetion, for a frue eouniry, the bosom of the Creator, God,
Christ proved that He was the Son of the Eternal by His dis-

f

regard of time. All His doctrines gignify one only and the
same thing— eternity.” ,

¢. “Millions of men have assailed Him, milliong are indiffer-
ent to Him, still He will not down. Shut the doot in His face,
yet He stands there and gently knocks. No poédwer on earth
can geb Him aside as 2 factor in life, He cannot be eliminated.
The gis of His name has been used fo shield countless crimes,
eountless hypoerisies, countlegs ambitions, still He does mot
fail. Cruel ware bave prospered in His name, the horrdis of
religious persetution, the intolerance of sectarianism, thenab-
surdities of the creed huilders, still He will not down, Ecele-
siasticism grows weakes, He grows stronger. Dogmas pass away,
He abides, Churches grow corrupt, but the effulgence of His
glory is not dimmed. At this very day, here in the twentieth
century since Hig birth; amore men and women gather ahout
Him to touch the bhem of His garment than in any age sinee
He walked the shores of Galilee, more men and women, love
Him, love Him with an absorbing and passienate devotion, and
in the single hour that has passed since the reader began these
pages, a host of souls all over the world have faced death with
a gentle smile and gone elieerfully inte the nnknown, sodthed by
The surpassing love, and sustained in the sublime tradsition
by His strange power— The Man of Galilee,” by Gevrge R,
Wendling, pp. 107-109., o :

d. “To talk of religion in a casual way, to pray without
sopl-hunger and living faith, avails nothing. A nominal faith
in Christ, whieh aceepts Him merely as the Saviour of the
world, ean never bring healing to the soul. The faith that is
mto salvation is not a mere intellectusl assent to the truth,
He who waits for entire knewledge before he will exercise faith,
cannot receive blessing from God. It is nhot enough to believe
about Chrigt; we must believe 4n Him. The only faith that will
benefit us ig that which embraees Him as a personal Saviour; °
whieh appropriates His merits to ourselves. Many hold faith
as an opinion. Having faith is a transaction, by which those
who receive Christ join themselves in eovenant relation with
God. Genuine faith is life. A living faith means an inerease
of vigor, a confiding trust, by which the soul becomes a eon-
quering power”’—*“ The Desire of Ages,” p. 347,

5. The Testimony of the Bible Concerning Christ —

a. The Q1@ Testament tastifies of Christ. Johm 5:30.
(When Jesus spoke these wonds He had only the Old Testament
Seriptuves. ) CL T .

b. His first recorded work is the creation 6f the world, Gen,
1:1; John 1:1-3, . '

¢. He is the Saviour of the 0ld Testament. Tsa. 43: 11,

d. He i the Redeemer of the New Testament. Matt, 1: 21,

e. Moses and all the prophets'wrote of Him. Tuke 24: 27, 44,

f. Christ was the theme of all the-inspired writers of the
014 Testament. Acts 10: 43. . ‘

9. What ig the answer of the 01d Testament prophecies to
the question: “ Who is Ie??

“ Adam will tell you, It is the seed- of the weman that shall
braise the gerpent’s head.

“Ask Abrgham, he will tell.yon, It iz ¢ Melchizedek, King
of Salem,” King of Peace. .

“Jacob will tell you, Tle is Shiloh of the tribe of Judah,

“ Ipaiah will tell you, * Tmmanuel,’ « Wonderful Counselor, the
mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.’

“ Jeremigh will tell you, The Braneh of David, ¢ the Lord our
Righteousnegs’ ~ :

“ Daniel will tell you, He is the Messiah.

“ Hosea will tell you, e is ‘the Lord God of Hosts; the
Lord is His memorial’ .

“ John the Baptist will tell you, He is ¢ the Lamb of God
which taketh away the gin of the world. ’

“The great Jehovah has proclaimed from His throne, ¢ Thig
is My beloved Son.

“We, Hig diseiples, declare, This ig Jesus, the Messiah, the
Prinee of life, the Redeemer of the world.

“And the prinee of the powers of darkness aeknrowledges
Him, saying, ‘T know Thee who Thou art, the Holy One of
God. *—* The Desire of Ages pp. 578, 579.

Y. Tellk: < Unto You a Soviour.”— Get some one to tell the
simple story of the birth of Jesus, hased on chapters 4, 5, and 6
in ¥ The Desire of Ages.” '

9. Reaponses 1o the Question, “ What Think ¥e of Chrigt? ¥—
It will do our hearts good to give witness anew to cur faith in
the éiving Christ. Let a large number respond. What is He to
you .

Junior Notes

6. Opening Remarks by the Superintendent.— Give just a
word of eordial weleome, and state briefly the purpose of the
meeting, (See first paragraph of potes to leaders.) Would
your Missionary Volunteers journey as far as did the wise
men of old {o see Jesus? Are they as anxious to behold Him ae
was the little boy whe was found in the Manechester Avt Gallery
early one morning gazing intently at a famons picture of
Jegus? The hoy was so ragged that the man who found him
agked, “ How can you afford to pay twenty-five cents for admis-
sion to this gallery?” By further questioning he learned that the
lad had atiended a Sunday school the week before and there
heaxrd for the first time the story of Jesus and of His love for
little children. Then when he Icatned that a picture of Jesus
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could be seen in the art gallery, so hungry was he for a glimpse
of the One who loved him so much that he stayed at his boot-
blacking late every night until he had earned engugh so he could
afford the admigsion fee. And there he stood gazing in rapt
wonder into the face of * his beautiful Saviour.”

¥, Reoitation: “ The Song in the Night.'— Ask some one t0
memorize the poem, Then have a concealed choir ready to sing
No. 853, % The Herald Angels Sing” in ¢ Christ in Song.” Let
them ging the first stanza when tho spsaker ends the fourth
wverse, the second stanza at the end of two more verses, and the
third when the poem has been completed. If you eannot have
4 choir, ask the whole congregation to be ready to.sing.

8. Testimonials of the Bible Concerning Chiist.— See No. 5
of the Scopior notes. (Give several Juniors a part in this,

9, That Sweot 01§ Story-—This will requira thevough prep-
aration to do it justice, If you have a story-tellsr in your
midst, sk him to give it. Base upon chapters 4, 5, 6 in
% The Desire of Ages.”

10. Exereise: “ Roem for the Christmas Guest’— Assign
this to six Juniors. Prepare cardboard letters which will spell
“QOME N and let the Juniors come on the platform one
at a time bearing a letter sach.

The Song in the Night

C. A. RUSSELL
! I’LL tell you a story, children,
. A gtory of long ago;
Come cloge to my chair and listen,
For I know you'll love it so.

The night was still, and the meonbeams
Were casting their silvery light,

Ag a band of humble shepherds
Were guarding their floek by night.

Thelr eyes were growing heavy
Ag the lonely hours passed by,

When softly from the distanee
There eame the faintest ery.

With beating hearts they listened
Ag nearer came the sound,

And then in humble worship
Fell down ujpion the ground.

" "Pwas a choir of holy angels
Sent down from heaven to earth
‘To tell these simple ghepherds
Of the Christ-chil®s lowly birth,

‘The hymn whieh the angels ehanted
‘Was a song of praise and love:
“ Glory to God in the highest,”
To Him who reigns ahove.

‘The wondering shepherds worshiped ;
Thon, leaving their floeks behind,
"They sought ithe lowly manger,
The sweet Christ-child to find.

Their gifts they brought to Jesus,
The child of Bethlchem;

In worshiping and giving
Today we join with them,

“Twas Night When the Lord Was Born

It was not in the glow of the noontide high,
Or the tender grace of morn,

But shadows were over the carth and gky,—
"Twas night whan the Lord was born,

This is ever the way God molds His deeds —
In silence and out of sight;

They hide in the dark like the precious seeds,
Then suddenly rise in light.

! 8o whenever a night with shadowy wing
* Folds darkly o’er our way,
We must listen to hear God’s angels sing,
And wateh for the dawning day.

Lt us say, when we sit in darkness long,
With an aching hsart forvlorn,

*Pwag night when the angels sang their song,—
*Twas night when the Lord wag born.

For all the glad days that had rolled in light
Sinee the first glad day had birth,

Were not half so bright ag the one dark night
When the Saviour came io earth,

And at last we shall own in the heavenly clime,
With a finished life m view,
That our darkest nights in the path of time,
Were the brightest days we knew,
— Selected,

Room for the Christmas Guest

Have I no room set apart

For the Saviour, in my heart?
Will I, on this Christmas Eve,
Agk God's only Son to leave;
Tell Him I’ve no room to spare,
No room, no room, anywhere?

-Will T let Him find His way
Out fo where the oxen lay;
Show Him such a place to vest
‘When He came to be my guest;
Tell Him I've no room to spare,
No yoom, no room, anywhere?

Ts my heart so £ull of sin,

Fve no room to let Him in?

Will I leave it thus, and see
Jesus turned away from me;
Tell Him T've no room to spare,
No room, no room, anywhere?

Or will T this Christmas Eve
Bid Him enter, nc’er to leave;
Throw my heart door open wide,
Cast sin out, have Him abide;
Tell Him I have room to spare,
Room for Jesus anywhere?

Open, heart of mine, today;

If you turn your Liord away
Sometime at His palace dooz,

You may stand, knoek, and implore;
Then He'll say, “No room to spare,
No room, no reom, anywhere.”

Open, heart of mine, today;

Do not turn your Lord away;

Then in turn when you have knocked *
At His door, 'twill he unlocked,

And He will say, * There’s room to spare,
Boom in My home, anywhere.”

r — Emory H. McCreary,

A Suggestion to Officers

Tuk offieers of a Missionary Voelunteer Soelety ave, in large
measure, responsible for the spivitual welfare of the young
pecple of the church,

You and your flock are facing a new year, What shalt its
reeord be—in gain, or loss? Hternity will tell.

Can you not, as officers, make special efforts to lhelp your
young people to make those decisions whieh will bring them in
touch with the only power that ean save them from sin? Will
you not help then, in beginning the new year, to form those
habits whieh coustitute the life of a suecessful Christian?

We all know that the hapit of daily Bible study and prayer
is absolutely cssential to Christian living. Have youwr young
people formed this habit? The inorning wateh plan was insti-
tuted to help you. The Morning Watch Calendar has leen
printed for iwenty years as gn aid to this plan. Do you and
your young people keep the morning watch?

What shall be the record for 1927%

Remember that “ the daxkness of the ovil one ineloses those
who neglect to pray;” also that “ prayer is’'the key in the
hand of faith to unlock hecaven’s storehouse, where are treasured
the boundless resources of Omnipotence”

_ ‘Which shall we take, * the darkness of the evil one,” or #the
boundless resources of Ommipotence” 2

Do we realize that the eterral salvation of hnndreds of our
young people depends on their formation of the habit of keep-
ing the morning wateh this year? M. E, KEern.
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