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Our Church Membership

# THe ghoreh is God's appointed ageney for {he salvation of
men. It was organized for service, and its mission 8 to carry
the gospel to the world. From the beginning it has been God1 B
plan that through His church shall be reflected to the world
His fulluess and Hig sufficiency. The members of the chureh,
these whom He has called out of darkness into His marvelous
light, are to show forth His glory. The chureh is the repository
of the riches of the graece of Christ; and through .the. ch1:li:€}l
Wwill eventually be made manifest, even to ‘the principalities
and powers in heavenly places,’ the final an(,l, full dispiay of the
fove of God— The Adcts of the Apostles)” p. 9.

" The Bible recognizes but one avenue of entry into the fellow-
slip of the Christian church, and that is through the ordinarfce
ef baptism. In harmony with the counsel of the word, min-
isters of the gospel administer the sacred rite of baptigsm after
thy candidate has signified his intention of living for God, has
demonstrated his regeneration of heart, and has been carefully
instrueted in zll the doetrines of the church.

" The majority of “individuals uniting with the Seventh-day
Adventist dsnomination choose to be rebaptized, even though
éhoy have received the rite in tha church of their former con-
nection. A small number are satisfied with their previous b.:xpw
tism, and are aceepted into ohurch membership on declaration
or profesgion of faith, Oecasionally, alse, there are those w.ho
previously have been haptized into the Sevelntlvda.y Adventist
Church, but, through some unfortunate circumstance, such as
the disbanding of & church organization, have lost their mem-
bership, and are aceepted into ancther church on profession of
faith. Statisties for the last ten years show that more than
three fourths of those entering the church have eome in through
direet baptism and less than one fourth on profession of faith.

Dropping Church Members

Recognized in the word of (od, there are fwo means of
severing & member’s connection with the church body — by
" death, and by dismissal for failure to meet chuxch standards,
" the latter procedure often heing apoken of as apostasy, and
i so recorded on our church blanks. In a ehurch fully awake
to the mpiritual interests of its members, instructing them
_ faithfolly 1o the sacred responsibilitics they are about to

assmme, and requiving evidence of heart surrender to God
before being admitted to membership, and carefully nourishing
and fostering them after taking the vows of fellowship, it
would seem that those dropped frem the rolls for reasons of
apostasy should be few indeed. Watchfulness should be ex-
ereised over the flock of God, and those who may be in need
of assistance promptly admonished. If they have transgressed,
by tender labor and prayer they will be brought to see the
error of thelr ways; or if necessary, prompt attention will be
given to their waywardness, and early steps taken to sever
their conneetion with the chureh body when thoy de net re-
spond to its entreaties after the Bible plan for veconeiliation
has been carried out in their hehalf. This will keep the recordu
clean at all times, i

Through 2 seeming lack in sensing the need of vigilunce,
coupled frequently with an earnest desire to meet eertain
pecuniary standards of membership, some of the local bodies
ef the Seventh-day Adventist Church have apparently fallen
into the praetice of giving particular attentien to their ehurch
lista only near the end of the year when reports are required
of membership enrollment. This tendency has shown itself
of late years in the greatly increased number of those reported
dropped {(more than 70 per cent of the eatire year’s record)
during the fourth quarter of each year over that of all
the other quarters put together. It seems strange that more
than twiee as mauy persons appear to apostatize from the
chorelr during October, November, and December ihan do so
in ali the other months of the year,

Transfers of Membership

For church members who move from one locality to another,
u system of teansfer letlors is in use. Individual membsrs
are recommended as being in good and regular standing by
oue company to join the church organization in another place.
In order to keep all records properly, these letters of trangfer
should be called for and given immediately upon taking vesi-
dence in the new locality. Provision is made, after a letter
of tromsfer has been issued, for the individuval to remain a
member of his former church until the netice is retwrned from
the new cempany stating that he has been accepted into
membership there. If these matters are handled promptly
as arranged, for every person transferred there will be an
entry of “dropped by letter ¥ recorded om the books of the
dismissing church at practically the ssme time (in effeet, just
after, never before) the entry is made by the recelving church
of “added hy letter.”

Church records for a number of years back seem te show
that by far the larger majority of church members choose
the last’quarter of the year to make their change of loeation.
The fellowing chart of members dropped and added by letter,
based on figures taken from the last statistical report of the
¢hurches in North America, illustrates this point:

More More
Propped Added Than

. Dropped Added

Year Quarter Py Letter by Letter Thon Added  Dropped

1925 First 2,591 3,380 789
Seeond 1,711 1,926 215
Third 1,985 1,963 22
Pourth 6,694 4,796 1,308

1926 First 2,301 3,331 1,030
Second 1,600 1,872 ar2
Third 2,028 1,887 N
Fourth 6,422 4,304 1,528

1927 First 2,240 3,548 1,108
Seeond 1,510 1,740 230
Third 1,086 2,044 58
Fourth 7,139 4,917 2,222

It will be noted that the last quarfer*of eaeh year shows
8 larger number dropped by lotter than were added. Inm
fact, on an average, more thas half of those dropped by letter
during the entire year are vecorded in the last three months.
And, too, by referring te the differences in the next to the
last column above, it is evident that mauy have been dropped
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doring that last quarter whe were not added {o another church
during the same period. The last column te the right also
shows that many more are added by letter during the first
quarter of each following year than have bheen voted letters
of dismissal during the same thres months. Why this dis-
.crepancy? TFor example, referring again to the schedule,
why in 1985, if all the chnrehes wait for the retwrn receipt
before dropping the names from their membership ligts, do the
records “show 6,694 members dropped by letter during the
fourth quarter and only 4,796 addsd hy letter, a difference of
1,8989 Why in the first quarter of 1926 were only 2,301
dropped and- 3,331 added¥ How ecame it that in the fourth
quarter of the same year 6,422 persons were droppad from
oiie set of churches and only 4,894 added by leiter to another,
and then in the first guarter of the next year 3,348 added and
only 2,240 reported droppedd Or how came only 4,917 mem-
bers to he reported added to our churchéd by lettér during the
fonrth quarter of 1927 when 7,139, or 2,222 more, are reported
to have been dropped during the same three monthst What
beeame of these 2,288 extra dropped memhers?

COan it he that the responsihility which ghonld be exereised
in behalf of the ehureh throughont the entire year, has heem
left until the close of the year when reports arve called for?
Uan it 'be that we are not keeping eclosely in touch with our
memberg who have changed thefr residence, and that we are
not attending systematically all through the year to their
transfers te their present place of abode?

General Conference Church Membership Actions

As a partial guide in the eareful handling of chureh lists,
the fellowing,actiens have been takem by the Genmeral Con-
ference; ‘

% A member removing te the vicinify of- another church for
rgsidence for any -length of fime beyond -six menths, should
trangfer memhership by letter tu the chureh msarest to the
place of residence.

“ Where an absentee member does ndt report for a period
of two yenrs, and diligent effort to ascertain the whereabouts
apd standing of sweh member is without resulf, the name of

such memher may, by vote of the chureh, he strlcken from the
¢hureh reeord, the ehurch, however, to cenihmie to seek for
s;ch,znemhezs ‘with o view to restering them te church member-
smp.

‘With the church the object of Chiist’s “ supreme regard,”
and “uothing else in this world . .. s¢ dear to God,” surely
we who ave intrusted with itz Iea{larship on earth should allow
no practice to enter in that weuld injnre in the least, or hring
srtharrassment to, any of the members of Christ’s body, hut
instead watch as those who must give account to God, Caveful
preparation for church membership, faithful admonition and
warnings in the fear of God, prempi discipline in aceordance
with the standards of the word when necessity demands, care
in eompleting memberghip transfers promptly, waiting always
mntil the return notice has bean received -before the name is
rsnioved frem the list—in total, fully shepherding the flock
of God and attending to its every need, will manifest a faith-
fulness that shall be appréved by Heaven, at this time when
the Lord desires through "His eburch * the final and full dis-
play of the leve of Ged” i CrLaupeE CoNARD,

Washington, D, C,

.
el !

x God Answers Prayer

- T KNOW nob hy what methods rare,
. But this I know: God answers prayér

I know not when He sent the word «
- That tells us fervent prayea is heardi.

' T know it aameth soontor late; w“
' Therefore, w:a necd to- pray and walt. :

T know net 1f the blessmg gought )
will eome in just the guise I thought.

I leave my prayers with Him alene
‘Whose will is wiser than my own.,

— Selecfted.

t . 1

“ THE best law —he "frolden yulet

Home Missionary Bepartment

THE HOME IS THE UNIT IN GOD’S MIS-
SIONARY PROGRAM FOR THE WORLD

Suggestive Program for the First Sahbath.
Home Missionary Service \
(Sabbath, February £)
Orznive Sond: *Joy of Loving Hearts,” No. 452 in * Christ
n Song.™
ANNOUNCEMENTS.
Fmsr QassarH OPFERING FORE CHURCH MIsglONARY WORE,
OrURCH MIssIONARY SECRETARY’S REPORT. :
Howa: “ Home, Bweet Home,” No, 787 in # Christ in Song.”
PRAYER.
ApprESs: “ The Home Is the Unit of the Church”
RecrrarioN: “ Melding & Life.” (A mother should recite this.)
Reanivags:
% The Family Altar.”
“ A Personal Testimony to the Power of the ‘Family
Ahar”
DisTRIBUTE OIRCULAR.
Crosing Sox¢: “Happy the Home” No. 759 in “ Ohrist in
Song.”
BENEDI(‘%"ION. :

Note to Leaders

Christian Heme, Day comes onee a year in the church, It
should eome every day in the home. This Sabbath yon have
the epportumty to impress upen the parents amd the children
the vital importance of making the home ¥ a little heaven here
fo go to heaven in”

The spirit of prophecy declares that parents must be trained
Tor their sacred responsibilities. The HMome Commission of
the General Conferem¢e is giving the opportunity for sseh
training right in the home. Will you hslp to inform all our
people of the aid that is offered to paremis and o yeung
prople who are approaehmg the age of marnage?

A supply of leaflets is being sent you. Ome is the fpamphlet,
“ The Christian Home,” which deseribes the plan of ferming
Mothers’ Societies and Parents’ Councils, using the tsxts now
being prepared by the Home Commission. The other is o eir-
eular deseribing the first book ef this series, “ Makers of the
Home,” which is the fext fer 1920, Pleass see that these are
distributed at the meating,

The Home ‘Is the Unit of the Chuych
ARTHUR W. SPALDING

. Howp up your hand; sfretch forth your arm; grasp ths
teol with which you are to do your work. You say: “ God gave
me this hand, this arm, that with them 1 might perform my .
duties. If that hand were cut off, I should be fnvhtfnlly
erippled. I ceuld mnot do without it”

Yes, it is troe that the hand is au important part of thé
body, and that its loss would greatly eripple your usefulness.
8o alee with a foot and a leg, er with an eye or a tongne
These organs are essential te a perfeet performanee of. a per-
son’s work,

. Yet, as many have proved, 1t is possible to live and still
te do more or less, eﬂ"mlent servme though the hody’ lose one
or many of its m,ambers, You may lose an arm, both arms,
a leg, both legs; an eye, beth eyes, and still accomphsh muech,
No one would ehoosa to be. malmed but. one may bé malmed
and still live and work. .

But there is ong element,,of, the body whmh eannot in"ibs
entirety, be lost w11:h0ut every organ heeommg useless; with-
out, the whele body, ('lymg That glement is the bedy eell
Every.organ, every tigsne of the body, is made up ef llvmg
cellg, - S{ourﬂhand is a hand only by virtue of the fae,t that
there are i it many Jhougand cells.  Your eye, yeur heart
your .brain,— noie ef them conld he in exigtence except 3t be
composed of 1iviag b ”Wlthm “fhe walls of each simple
el g the proteplasm’ ‘which, 8% hearly as selence can defermine,
is thé Yedidence®of life” That life must continme in that eell
i that ‘Sel™d8; with wll! ity follows, to make up the tissues
that méke up ‘the organé that make up the body, and each in
its Qiffergnt {lace, to''do- the ‘wolkiof bone and muscle .and
nerve and*blood and brain;: The 81, then, we say, is the
uuit of thie+hody, fliut &f which: svdryorgan is . fermed.  We

i
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need every organ, but every organ requires' to be made up of
living, healthy cells. .

The home is the unit of the chureh. God has given to the
churely, organs for the performance of its werk. There are
the conference organizations, the sehools, the sanitarinms, the
publishing houses; and a great many special workers are re-
quired in all these and a hundred other positions. They are
every one important, they are every one needed in God’s work.
But lot me tell you that not one of them ean live and work and
suceeed unless the living cells of the chureh, the Christian
homes, are right and healthy. and active.

I will quote to you what the Spirit of God dictated: * The
restoration and uplifting of humanity beging in the home. The
work of parents underlies every other. . .. The well-being of
society, the suecess of the ¢hureh, the prosperity of the nation,
depend upon home influences.’—* I'he Ministry of Healing,”
p. 349. .

“The success of the ehurch . . . depends upon home influ-
ences.” Why, brethren and sisters, you cannot have a living
chureh, a missionary ehurch, s trinmphant chureh, unless you
have in the homes which make up that ehurch the living, abid.
ing, working Spirit of God, The making of true Christian
homes is the first step in the making of a true Christian charch,

Suppose you have a home where the spiritual life is low,
where the voice of prayer is seldom heard and the voiee of
dispute is offen heard, where the monthly magazine ig more
popular than the daily Bible, where the interest is greater in
which ball team is going to win than in which fores, heathen-
ism or Christignity, is going to win. 'Will the church get from
that home earnest, devoted, determined messengers of Jesus
Christ, to carry the peace of God to sin-gick, weary-souled
menf No.

But suppose you have a home where the sp:ntual life is
pulsing free and strong, where family worship is & fountain
fram which the family’s chear and joy well ont, where the
contemplation of God’s thoughts and God's purposes are in
every mind and their inspiration nupon every tongue. Will the
chureh find the members of such a home fit agents in the
carrying forward of ils missionary program? Indeed it will

Suppose you have a home where the discipline is harsh and
tyraunieal, where parents rule by right of might, where they
are capricious, commanding one thing one day and another
thing another day, where the cenception of family government
is that the children are the helpless subjeets of thehr soyereign
parents, rather tham souls lent hy God to parents for the de-
velgpment of self-reliant, purposeful charaeters. Out of a
home filled with tyranmy will yon get a church that is filled
with love of God? No, )

But suppose yon have ‘d home where love reigns, where the
patents study to know how to govern their children in the
fear and love of God, where parents and children are devoted
cempanions,— the former as ieachers, the Ilatter as gtudents,
— where it is known that family government is not to gratify
the parents’ sense of authority, but to develop self-conirel and
Jndgment in the growing children, and where, in loving-kind-
ness, firmuness, and good Judgment the home government is
made to be a model of the Leavenly govgrnment Wlll you,
out of such a home, get those who will uphold the law of God
and of Jesuy Christ? You will, indeed.

Suppose you have & home in which there are disorder, com-
fugion, lack of system, where the prineiples of healthful living
ate ignored and despised, where physieal dixt is matched by
moral filth, where sickness is, in consequence, & ¢ommon thing.
Will you, out of such a home, get messengers of self- control
purity, ovder, -and righttomsness? Never!

But suppose you have a home where the prineiples of health
and purity are studied and nsed, where sane and sensible rules
ara upheld for the health of the body and the mind, where
through example and story, inspiratidn and law, confidence and
ingtruction, the body and the mind are alike made fit for the
habitation of the Holy -Bpirit. - 'Will .sneh a home contribute
to the health «dhd vigor of the church and to the snecess of
its mission? Yes, it will; and ouly such Lomes .will do it.

The home iy tha unit. of the church. What, the homes are,
that the chureh will be. And the responsibility lies npon our
homes to make in themselves, through the grace of God, the

perfect elements of a right physical, mental, social, and spirit-
wal life, that, all together, they may make the ehurch whick
will finigsh God’s great work in this time,

To that end it bshooves parents, and all young people who
are approaching the age of marriage, to study to fit themselves
for the most important work to be dome. Of the mother it
i said, “No other worls can equal hers in importance. She
has not, ke the artist, to paint a form of beauty upon eanvas,
ner, like ths seulptor, to chisel it from marble, Shs has not,
like the author, to embedy 2 noble thought in words of power,
nor, like the musician, to express a beautiful sentiment in
melody. It is hers, with the help of God, to develop in a
human soul the likemess of the divine.—* The Ministry of
Healing,” p. 878,

And it is further declared, * Never will edudation’ zccom-
plish all that it might and should aceomplish until the im-
portance of the paremts’ work is fully recogmized, and they
receive a training for its sacred responsibilities.”— Educa-
tion,” p. 876.

The General Conference Home Commission offers help to
parents in getting this training. There will he distributed to
you fo-day cireulars which describe this work., May God make
every parent and prospeetive parent so conscious of the
importance of this work that they will exert themselves to
do what must be done in their homes for the finishing of the
great work of God,

Molding a Life

I moox a piece of plastic clay,
And idly fasghioned it one day;
And as my fingers pressed it stil,
It moved and yielded to my will,

I came again when years were past,
“The bit of elay was bard at last;

The form I gave it still it bore,

But I could change that form no more.

I took a plece of living clay, .

And gently formed it day by day,
And molded with my power and art,

A young ehild’s soft and yielding heart,

I came again when years were gone;
It was a man I looked upon.

He still that early impress wore,
And I could change him nevermors,

— 8elected.

The Family Altax

“FROM every Christian heme 2 holy light should shine forth;
homes where God is worshnpeg and truest love reigms.
From these homes, morning and evening prayer aseends to God
as sweet incense, and His mercles and blessings descend upon
the suppliants like the morping dew. A well-ordered Christian
household is a powerful argument in favor of the realily of the
Chnstlan religion,—an argument that the infidel eannot gain-
say.”—* Patrigrchs ond Prophets” p. 144,

We must acknowledge with sadness that there are Seventh-
day Adventist homes which fail to measure up to the standard
God has set. While many explanations might be made as' to
the cause of this failure, in the majority of imstanees it is
attributable to negleet of prayer. As has heen truly efated,
“In too many houscholds, prayer is neglected. Parents feel
that they have no time for momiig and evening worship. , ., .
They have no time to offer prayer for divine-kelp and guidanee,
and: for the abiding presence of Jesug in the household., They
go forth.to labor as the ox or-the horse- goes, w1thout one
thought of God or heaven.”— Id., p. 143,

Ig it mot time that Ged's design for the home sha}l be
kept i the forefront of all ¢ur Chrigtian aetivity, and that
earnest effort be made to strengthen the pillars of God’s cause
by making our homes ¢enters of Hght?

Greater than our failure to represent God properly befme
our neighbors, is our failure to represent God properly before
our ehildren. “I stand with that great company of people
to-day -who-believe 'that we are-in the.beginning of a great
ravival of religion,” says Dr. J. Wilhur Chapman, “ and I:am
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persuaded that this revival is to be helped om, not so much
by preaching, though that is not to be ignored, or by singing,
though that is in itself useful, but by changing for the better
_the conditions of the homee in our land.”

To Seventh-day Adventists is given the direct message which
follows:

“If ever there was a time when every house should he a
house of prayer, it iz now. Infidelity and skepticiam prevail.
Iniquity abounds. . .. In this time of fearful peril, some wheo
profess to he Christiang have no family worship. They do not
honor God in the home; they do not teach their childrem to
love and fear Him, . . . By sincere, earnest prayer parents
should make a hedge ahout their children. They should pray
with full faith that God will ahide with them, and that holy
angels will guard them and their children from Satan’s cruel

ower., In every family there should he a fixed time for morn-
ing and svening worship,”—* Testimonies,” Vol. FII, pp. 42, 45.

J. A, STEVERS.

A Personal Testimony to the Power of the “ Family
‘ Altar ”

Frrsr I want to express to you again, what T helieve I told
you before, the far-reaching influence the morning and evening
prayers which were so faithfully and interestingly eomducted
at your home, had in shaping my life. I vemember so well
one time I asked Mahel: ““SBurely your father will let yon
go to this party,—so-and-so will be there, ete” “No,” gaid
Mahal, “he doesn’t care to have me go.” 8o eweet was her
answer, and so mild her spirit with no thought in & of re-
bellion, though T knew she wanted to go, and had haifway
expected that she might go, that I wondered. I’ve thought
of it many times, and then the conclusion eame to me, “ AR,
those morning and evening prayers, that’s the power that
holds them.” Those sweet songs you folks used to sing each
merning! You have no idea how they thrilled my young heart
ag their melodies were wafted on the hreeze regulaply morning
and evening over to our house across the street. I was so
anxious that Harold and Y should have the same blessing, that
we gtarted the very first day of our life together, even though
it was on the train, having worship, and as often as convenient
we have ginging too, though we have no pianc or organ ae-
companiment as yet. But we've recsived a blessing just the
pame, and we hope soms day to know others also have been
blessed.— Copied from o letter written to one of our ministers
by the wife of ¢ dootor in o forcign field.

A Family Altar Tract

Broause of the increaging interest In this important sub-
jeet, and an ever-growing demand for imstruction as fo low
the family worship time may he made one of the brightest
and hest parts of the day, there has been prepared a thirty-
two-page traet, entitled, “ Family Worship: Its Importance
and How to Conduct It.,” This leaflet is prinfed by fhe
Review and Herald Publishing Assbeiation, and eosts four cents
each. A eopy of this very inspiring and instruetive little
volume should be in every Seventh-day Adventist home. Order
a supply for your Family Altar Day wservies, through your
Bock and Bihle House, calling for Christian Home Series,
No. 4.

Gexepan Coxrirencs Home MissioNary DEPARTMENT.

Personal Work With “ Signs”

THE supreme task of the chureh is to lead men and women
to Christ. ¢ Evangelism.” That is the call to God’s people
in this hour. Every heliever is callod to share in the work.
The Nigns of the Times i3 a great evangelizing agency, and
Februgry 10-23 hae been appointed by the General Confer-
ence Commitiee as the time to secure clubg of Signe in all
our ehurches. “ At leaat one Signsy per member ” iz the aim.
Make 1929 your best yoar in porsonal evangelism.

GENERAL CONFERENCE HoME MIsgloNARY DEPAGTMENT,

T is the runner Who arrives st tha goal to whom the awazd
in given,

A Spiritless Organization Useless

ErrcienT organization is of itgelf a mighty power; but it
is only wher it iz directed by the Master Himself that it ia in-
vineible. Ezekiel's vision of a wheel withkin a whsel and gtill
other wheels suggests a wonderful organization, Brt it does
more than that. It revesls the fact that the organization was
controlled by the Spirit of God.  Whitherscever the Bpirit was
to go, they went” We must organize our forees, and our re-
souvces algo, to insure the speedy and successful sccomplish-
ment of our world:wide task, but in every feature of our or-
ganization and plans there must be revealed tho leadership of
the Holy Spirit. Some one has emphasized ‘this important need
thue: ‘

“ Bpirit: Wait for me,

Organization: O, I forgot ahout you, Why don’t you hurryt

Spirit: I cannot hurry.

_Organization: T am empty without you. |

Spirit: Then wait for me,

Organization: But I am full of enthusiasm for progress.

Spirit: There ie no enthusiasm without me.

Organization: No enthusiasm? When I come, people fall in
line.

Spirit: With organization. :

Organization: Oh, I know I need yon. Then hurry.

Spirit: Tha spirit cannot he forced.

Organization: But I have the vision.
plan,

Spirit: You plan for me, and yet without me.

Organization: Oh, hurry.

Spivit: ¥f T hurry, I die.

Organization: And —

Spirit: And you die”

The world is in my

Getting a New Vision

SoME years ago I was preaching in an Ameriean city. In
my audience 1 noticed a young lawyer whom T knew. Af the
close of the meeting I made my way down to where he was
sitting, slepped up to him, and said: “ Good evening. Are you
a Christian?”

* Yes,” he said, “ I consider myself a Christian.”

“ Are you bringing others to Christ?” I asked.

“Ng, sir, I am not,” he replied; “that is not my husiness;
it’s yours. I am called to practice law; you are ealled to
preach.”

I opened niy Bihle to Acts 8: 4 and said: “ Will you please
read what the word of God says ahout it?”

He read, “‘ They that were seattered ahroad went everywhere
preaching the word.” Oh, but those were the apostles! ” he oh-
jeeted.

I said: “ Will you be kind enough to vead the firat versel”

He read: “‘'They were all scatfered ahroad, . . . except the
apostles,” ?

He had nothing more to say. What eould he say? Your
great Captain’s command is, Go out and make digeiples, Are
you doing it? — Selected.

Quotable Poetry

N “ Bur once I pass this way,
And then —mno more.
But once-—=and then, the Silent Door
Swings on its hinges —
Opens . . . closey,
And no more
I pass this way.
So while I may,
With all my might
I wilt esaay
Sweet comfort and delight
Te all I meet upon the Pilgrim ‘Way.
For no man travsls twice
The Great Highway
That climba through Darkness up to Light-—
Through Night
To Day?
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How to Increase Your Reporting Membership
MES, EDYTH N. HARE

BisTEE HOME MISSIONARY SECRKTARY was discouraged, Her
face showed it. *

“The song books are about full of these report blanks now,
what’s the use of giving out more? ” she asked the new minister
as she handed him a blank and passed on with a martyred ex-
pression on her face.

“ Yes, what's the use?”’ ccheed the thoughts of the new min-
ister, “ What’s the use of wearing that kind of expression,
anyway? It won’t inspire any one to write a report. But
where is the trouble and how ean it be remedied?”

The next day the new minister and his wife called on Bister
H. M. Seeretary at her home. They found her in a more cheer-
ful mood, but when her church work was mentioned her coun-
temance “ fell,” and she said,

“T just ean’t get this church to report.
n it .

I answer to several inguirics the minister ascertained that
the ehurch members were working for a club of fifty Signs
which were distributed thl;ough the town each week; quite a
few persons were hrought to ehurch; the Doreas Bociety was
active; weveral good sisters gave thein time fresly in eases of
gickness and need, and seme of the brethren were giving Bible
readings, but why wouldn’t they report?

Tho next Sabbath moerning the large blackhoard was turmed
around just as Sabbath sehool was dismissed. While Bister
Seeretary passed out the repert blanks with a pleasant smile,
the church members read these words:

« HEAVEN HAS A REPORTING SYS8TEM
Why SBhouldn’t We Have One?
« Angels keep a faithful reeprd of every mai’s work?”

~— Testimonies,” Veol. I, p. 198. )
Then the minister gsked that both the used and umsed bianks
be placed in the collection boxes when they were passed by
the ushers, Bister Seerctary smiled when she received those
blanks.
, The next Sabbath morning the blackboard bore this silent
message under ite previous heading:

“ Every act of love, every word of kindness, every prayer in
behalf of the suffering and oppressed, i reported before the
eternal throme, and placed on heaven’s imperishable record.”
—Id., Fol. ¥, p, 138.

That quotation was erased and the next week this quotation
took its place,

“ A repert is borne to heaven of every successful effort on
our part te dispel the darkness and to spread abroad the knowl-
edge of Christ. Ag the deed ig reconntsd before the Father,
joy thrills through all the heavenly host.”—* The Acts of the
Apostles,” p. 164,

Other quotations followed week by week and as the blaek-
board preached jts weekly five-minute, silent sermon, Sister
Secretary’s heart rejoiced, for in a short time the reports Avere
ful] and regular,

They don’t believe

What Can I Do This Year for My Church?

I 0AN be sympathetic with its ideals.
T can be leyal to its appointed services.
I can hahitnally nphold it in prayer.
I can contribute my part toward its support.
T ean aid it in benevelences.
I can cordially weleome strangers.
" 1 ean help promote goed fellowship.
T can seek out and help the discouraged.
T can refrain from critieism,
I can invite my unehurched acquaintances.
T can help crpate a spiritual atmosphere.
I can be charitable toward the erring.
T can attempt any work assigned me.
I can encourage the study of God’s word.
I can dedieate my talents to sacred uees.
I ean be genial, kindly, and eourteous to all
I can soe the best in fellow memhbers.
I can faithfully keep the Lord’s day hely.
T ean discourage faultfinding and dissension.
— Australosian Eeoord, Jan. 17, 1927,

111

“THAT MUST MEAN ME"

The Church Missionary Service
(Fifteen-Minute Missionary Meeting)

Norr.~— This brief missionary meeting is no time for sermon-
izing, or giving 8 Bible study. Xold closely to the topies out-
lined for each Sabbath. Do not allow the wmeoting to excesd
the fifteen-minute Hmit. In most instanees the topic can he
presented, reports gathered, and the service elosed within ten
minutes.

Suggestive Service Outline

Prayer {silent or audible) 2 minutes
Presentatien of Missionary Toepie 5.8 minutes
Gathering Missionary Reports 24 minntes
Closing 1 minute

Sabbath, FPebruary 2

Missionary Toric: “ Winning Souls With Magazines.” .

Texw: Prov, 11: 50,

BugeesTioNs: Of the many wmethods of doing missionary
work none is more important than the sale of our truth-filled
publications. Ouy magazines offer a wonderfully interesting
and profitable fietd of opportunity for many of our members,
young and old. This is a magaszineveading age, and large
numbers of faithful missionary workers have econclugively dem-
onstrated that the public will huy and read the Watchman,
Life and Health, Liberty, and the magazines printed in otber
languages than BEnglish, “If there is one work wore jm-
portant than anether, it is that of getting our publications be-
fore the public, thus leading them to search the Scriptures.”--
“ Testimonies,”” Vol IV, p. 390,

In several conferemces the combination of Life and Health,
with Liberty, will be used to sell for the benefit of the Institu-
tional Relief Fund. But in every chureh there should be ong
or more “magazine evangelists,”— workers who will make it
their soul-winning business to s=ell our magazines regularly.
The home missionary or field missionary seeretary of the
conference will gladly give infermation and help to enabls
any one to start work in thie wonderfully fruitful Jine of
misgionary aetivity, Make up your mind new. Start to
work at once.

Sabbath, February 9

Misgrowany Torrws: “ The Signs of the Dimes in Missionary
Work,”

Texr: 1 Peter 3: 15,

BucepsrioNs: The Signs of the Times is our pioneer mis-
sionary periodical. It has opened the way into many lands,
and only the judgment ean reveal the goodly harvest of souls
it has turned to the truth. To-day it is one of the most pop-
ular of all eur publications for missionary werk, either for
personal distribution or through the mail. Long years agoe
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the servant of the Lor& gave this testimony concerning the
Signs: “ The Beview aond Herdld and the Signg of the Times
are cheap papers at the full priee.” Speaking particularly of
the Signs, she says: “ With slight variations, thisz paper
has been increasing in interest and in moral worth as 4 pionesr
sheet gince its establishment. These peviodicals [Bevicw and
Signs] are one in interest. They are two nstrumentalities
in the great field to do their specifie work in disseminating
Hght in this day of God’s preparation. All should engage
just as earnestly to hulid up the ane as the other— Testi-
mondes,” Vol, IV, p. 598,

In aecordance with General Conference Committee aetion
February 10-23 is the time for increasing the eiveulation of
the Signs of the Times by subscribing for clubs of papers in
ehurches and for chibs or single subseriptions for individual
members, Thers should be an average of at least one Signs
subsgeription per member in every church. Make 1929 a soul-
winning year by using the Signs,

Sabbath, February 16

Missowary Topic: “ Personal Bxpsriences in Sonl Winning.”

Texr;: Luke 8: 39,

Bueengmons: “Long, prosy talks and:prayers are out of
place anywhere, and especially in the sovial meeting. Those
who ave forward and ever ready to speak, arve aliowed to
erowd out the testimony of the {imid and retiving. Those
who are the most superficial generally have the most to say.”
— Togtimonies,” Vol, IV, p. ¥0. This counsel s particularly
applicabie to the recital of interesting missionary experienees.
It will be well hefore the Sabbatlr o arrange for the telling
of one or two good squl-winning experieness. If one person
has an especially good story to tell, it may be best to mse the
whole time fer it, but usually it will be best to have two
or three ghort, stirring stories of from thres fo four minutes
each. Eneourage the young people ag well as the adults to
take part in thisz serviee, There will be need to guard the
time econstantly, else it will slip away, and the time to close
will come before you bave reached the end of your program.
Plan earefully, and the meeting will be indeed “meat in
due season.”

Sabbath, February 28

Mrssronary Topic: © Missionary Training From Home Mis-
siouary and M. V., Leaflets,”

Texr: Prov. 1: 5.

SugersTroNs: “ Study to show thyself approved umto God,
a workinan thet needeth net to be ashamed,” was ecertainly
spoken for all who would become eafficient soul winners. In
every chureh there are many members anxious to do something
in missionary work, but they feel incapable because of lack of
knowledge. “ True education it missionary training, Tvery
gon and daughter of God ig called to be a missionary; we are
called to the service of God and our fellow men; and to fit
w8 for this servies should he the object of our education”"—
“ The Ministry of Healing,” p. 395.

In many cases our church members, young and older, may
gecnre a good fund of working knowledge along the lines of
practical missionary work by a careful study of the leaflets
prepared by the Home Missionary and Missionary Volunteer
Daopartments, One may learn valuable suggestions as to hiow
to carry on missionary correspondence, how to do Christian
help wotk, how to organize and conduct a Doreas Society, how
to present the truth te the foreign meighbor, and many other
phases of personal soul-winning work. One may study ths
prineiple of the reporting plan, and why it is so necessary for
eaclh member to report regularly all missionary work, and learn
the various uges of traects in interesting and winning people
to ths truth.

Most of the Missionary Voluntesr leaflets should he in the
handa of all our young people, and should ba given especially
to! those who need help in meeting the temptations peculiar
to young peeple. There are leaflets on good rveading, Bihle
study, duties in the homs, courtship and marriage, Christian
living and service.

These little helpers are designed for this busy age, when
theve is not sufficient time in every instance, to study a larger
volume. Eaeh ehurch should be previded with a supply of

these leaflets covering the entire range of topies now in uing,
and the members should be ‘encouraged to make a systematie
study of every one. It will be well for the ehureh missionary
seeretary to correspond with the conference Missionary Volun-
teer Society and also the home missionary seeretary concerning
a supply of these educational and inspirational leaflets,

%WJ s
ML MISSIOVARY LI
- MAIL BAG

MyrpEN, MancHURIA, May 18, 1928,

DeAR FLpER —

Bome time ago I received & lstter from you in which you
spoke of “open-air meetings,” I was very mueh interested in
this topie becauso the work many of our evangelists in Csntral
China ave doing iy mostly openr-air mcetings, As the evan-
gelista eontinue these meetings, the people, on their own mitia-
tive, have providsd a regular place for an evangelist to preaeh.

You mentioned in your letter that if I had any experienees
along this line to pass them on. Well, it se happeued that we
had that very experience up hers on one of our field days. We
held a very interasting home migsionary conventien at Lisoyang
the past two days, After holding a few meetings with the
ehurch members and instructing them in the methods of deoing
missionary work, we separated, going out by teams to the
territory assigned to us. In the evening we came together for
an experience meating, It was the best meeting I have attended
in a leng time. The hrethren eould hardly contain themselves,
go full were they with intervesting experienees.

I was out with two Chinese brethren distributing fraets. It
was our plan to speak to the people in such a way as to arouse
on their part a desire to 1samn what the conditions of our day
mean. It worked like a charm. Every man we approached was
anxious te vead the tract in order to satisfy the need we hag
ereated in hiz mind, 'We were talking to a business man when
many men hegan to crowd around ws. This large number of
people ssemed to' bhe a fine opportunity for us to hold an open-
air meeting, As we talked, the crowd hegan to grow. Soon
tho street was thronged, and the people were surging back
and forth in an endeavor fo learn what it was all about, We
spoke to them about the great evenfs of our day, and asked
them if they knew what these things meant. Some said, “ No.”
We then asked them if they would like to know, A chorus of
“Yas " met us, and wheny we told them we had a leaflet that
explained these things, there was a real scramhle to get copies.
Our team had three sueh open-air meetings, and we weuld have
held mors, but we ran short of lHterature. It was (ruly an
interesting experience, I can stilk see the expression on the
fsces of the people as they Hstened to what we were saying,
then the expression changed from curiosity to desire, and finally
to gratification.

Thete are great epportunities for us fo bring the ineszage
to the people. This is our duty. Our workers everywhere shonld
train and instruct the ehurch members, and lead them into ac-
tive service for Christ. This iz God’s program for us to-day.

I have told you hriefly some of our experiences, We have
just begun our missionary program, \

With Christian greetings, I am

Your brother,
(Signed) —~ v ——,

ey

“ InprEGNATED with life and strength divine,
Put the hright torch of heavem inte my hand,
That I may carry it aloft
And win the gye of weary wandevers hers below
To guide their feet Into the paths of peace.”

F-3
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Funijor. Migsionary Yolunteer
) Meetings

Suggestions to Junior Superintendents

AT the time of the General Conference held in Ban Fran-
eisco in 1922 the Progressive Class membership plans were
adopted, and shortly after that date they were put intoe the
fleld, As you no doubt know, requirements have been outiined
for three clagses — Friend, Companion, and Comrade, Where
the plang have been put into operation and warried out, they
have proved a great blessing to the boys and girls, and an aid
to our church school teachers and other Junior superintendents
ie their disciplinary problems.

Any boy or girl ten years of age or above, who is a member
in good standing of a Junior Missionary Volunteer Society,
may hecome a member of the Friend Class by meeting the re-
guirements, These requirements have been arranged with fhe
all-round development of the ehild im mind. The first two or
three of the requirements have to' do with the spiritual life,
and if these requirements aye met by the Jumiera and are em-
phasized in = strong way by the superintendent, they will prove
a great blessing to the children. .

During the year 1929 there will he an average of two Junior
Missionary Volunteer programs eaclh month that are hased
on the Progressive Class Tequiretnsnts, These programs will
give you a splendid opportunity for creating an interest in
this class work, and will at the same time present helpful
spiritual lessons. There are thres of these programs for
February, based or % The Ten Commandments” the “ Home
Efficiency Certificate,”” and * Practical Missionaries” (the
value of practical knowledge, such as cooking, sewing, and
tying knotg) ; for March,  The Iord’s Prayer” and * First
Aid”? Having this information in advanco may help you in
plauning your work, so that you will be able to gather added
material for these partienlar programs,

" The Week of Prayer comes next month. Begin to plan for
it now, (Bee last section of “ Suggestions to Missionary Vol-
unteer Leaders,” p. 1L) G I B.

-

¢ Who Is a Hero?
(Progrem for Week Ending February %)

(Nos. 508, 521, 66, 660, 484, in “ Christ in Song.”}

Song Bervice.
(Write text on blackboard and repeat

Beripture Text: Joshua I:9.
in unison.)

Bentence Prayers.

" Pallc: « Be Strong and of g Good Courage.”

Special Masle: “ Dare to Be a Daniel”” (No, 42 in * Sunshine Songs,™
Fo be sung as a solo or by two or three Juniors.)

Stories: “ The Fight With the Lien,” *“ The Fight With the Witch
Doctors,” * The Fight With Kafir Beer,” and “ The Black Prince
of Eighty.” (See “The Book of Missionary Heroes,” a Junior
Reading Course book for 1929, pp. 138.149. The leader should
introduce ¢ Khama’ hefore the stories are fold. See p. 133.)

Special Song: “ Marching With the Heroes. (See p. 13.)

Recitation: * Herojsm.” .

Mission Offering and Reports of Missienary Work.

Blackboard Testimonies: “ What I Want My Name to Spell.”
to Junior Superintendent.) .

Song: “ Pare te Do Right* (Ne. 67 ih * Christ in Song.”)

Prayer by the Junior Superintendent. (That Jesas will help each
Junior to be true, honest, kind, and brave foy Him.}

Repeat Together the Memory flem: * The World's Greatest Need”
(See January " Gazette,” p. 12; or " Eduecation,” p. 57.)

Noté to Junlor Superintendent

Who i3 2 hero? Every bey and girl wants to be cousidered
a hero or a hercine. Heip all to seo thal true hervism does
net mean that thei* names will he upon every ong’s lips; it
means that they will be true aund loyal and brave uader what-
ever circumstances they are placed. Juniors who are to give
the last message to the world will need these gualities of
heroism. If you have blackboard space to have several Junioers
write out what they want their names to stand for, these testi-
monies will be effective. (Bead Ex. 34:5-7.) Their initials,
first names, or entire names may be unsed. For example, we
give here the name of Joseph:

J-usl

O-badient
8-clf-gacrificing
E-fiicient
P-rayerful
H-umble

{Sea Note

'

Talk: “Be Strong and of a Geod Courage”

TeE Old Testament iz a book of heroes. (Ask the Juniors
to name some of them.) Are therc any cowards in the OId
Testament? Yes, but we are glad that at least some of them
were turned info heroes later. A person can do all things
when he remembers that God is with him, “ Be strong and of
a good eourage.” By whom and to whom were these words
spoken? = ¥es; it was God who spoke these words of good
gheer to Joshua, He repeated them three times, so that he
might never forget them, Joshua and his men needed this
encouragement, for they were going to eonquer‘canaan, a
Iand of giants prepared te fight. Joshua might have been
afraid, but Ged came to him and said, * Be strong ang of a
good courage.”

God sent this mcssage of geed cheer to us, too, because He
kinew we would have battles to fight. Ne, we do not have
armies to fight as did Joshua and his men, but we have enemies
that ave strong, Do you know what they are? It takes real
hernes to fight these enemies. -

‘When Jesus calls us to take His side, and to Iet others
Inow which side we are on, ia one time when we will have to
remember these words of cheer. Some boys and girls are pround
ef their courage and physical strength, but hang back when
they are asked to be Christians, just because they are afraid
that some of their companions will make fun of them., ¥You
remember the three Hebrew children. (See Daniel 3.)

In the hour of discouragement and misfortune we will need
thege words of cheer. There is a atory told of a little imp of
disconragement who hopped to & man’s shoulder and whispered,
“You are diseouraged.” The man answered, * Well, I sup-
pose I am.” The imp went back to Satan and said proudly,
“1 got him, he js discotraged.” The prond little imp hopped
on another maw’s gshoulder and whispered, “ You are discour-
aged.” The man said, “X tell you I am not discouraged,
you go away!” The imp retmrned to Satan and said, “I
couldn’t get him. ¥ told him he was discouraged; he told me
to get out, and that discouraged me.” '

Sometimes it takes real courage to do the right thing, es-
pecially if it is the unpopular thing, We may feel afraid, and
our knees may shake, but courage helps us to tell the truth,
and to meet temptaiion, discouragement, danger, ridieule,
and fear. It will even help us to give our life for some one
else, to save some one from drowning or te reseue a person in a
burping building, Misstonaries mugt have plenty of courage,
for often they face danger and death, They must leave home,
friends, and loved ones, and forget their own degires for the
sale of others. We should be glad when an epportunity comes
for testing owur courage. ’

What is the real seerct Jcr strength and ecurage and true
heroism? It is to have Jesns with us., We may not see Ilim,
but we know He is with us, for He has premised to be with us.
This will make us brave and strong., He knows all the tempta-
tions that are coming to us, and He is stronger than all of
these, He will give us eourage to say “ No” when some one
wants us to do something wreng, and makes fun of us because
we will not do it. Ef we have Jesug on our side, we may know
that we will win the battle, GRACE JOHNBON,

Herolsm

DEar God, pleage help my heart to know
That heroes do not always fight

Ta armer, or with swords, o gshow
That they uphold the good and right,

The truest hero ean endure

‘Without rosentment, and he knows
That victory is made more sure

By gentle words, instead of blows.

The truest hero dees not cease
In goodly efforts, day by day,—
He lovss his God, his life, his placs,
And seatters kindness on his way.

He lives to make a better world;

A ehance to serve he will not miss,
His fiag of honor is unfurled,—

God, make me truly brave like thia,

— John Martin.

Do you have the leafiet, ** The Society of Junior Missionary Volunteers ** ?
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God’s Promise Chain
(Progrom for Week Ending February 9)
BY LOUISE C, KLEUBER
ls"‘:;:;. {Choice of Nos. 67, 332, and 601 in * Christ in Song.*'}

Duaet’ * Ye Must Be Born Again'' (No. 26 in * Christ in Song”
socfety joining in the chorus.)

Report of Secretary.

Leader's Talk: “ The Commands of COur Leader.”

Song: ' Trust and Obey,” (By the boys, one stanza.}

Beripture Reading by & Junior: Ps, 1i8: §2-25.

Talk: “ Our Father’s Promises.’

Exercise: ** The Promize Chain."

Missionary Reperts and Offering.

Closing Song. (No. 55 in “ Christ in Song.”)

Répeat in Concert the Junior Law.

¢ Note to Junior SBuperintendent

This program is another one of our series based on a
“ Priend ¥ requirement. Lead the Juniorg to see they ehould
know these ten commandments, not merely to be able to repeat
them, but that they may observe them in their hearts and liva
them in their lives, For further belps see the program, ™ God’s
Measuring Rule,” p. 12, and the cartoon on p. 11.

Talk: “ The Commands of QOur Leader™

Ir is a wondorful thing to have a friend. It i# a sublime
thing to be a friend,—a friend to God and man. We would
not know anything about true friendship withont the friend-
ship of our Friend, Jesus. He is our “eldsr brother” and
also our best chum. How He longs to become better ac-
quanted with each young soul, molding it into a character
ready for the new earth!

Our Friend keeps tryst with us. Xe appoints us bonds to
foster the right kind of friemdships., He plans to teach us
more sboul Himself, for trne friendship requires an aequaint-
ance; each must know the plans of the other ome. Through
this sequaintance He prepares His friends for admission fo
the family of heaven. He reveals His Father’s will as it is
oxpressed in the ten commandments. Think of a whole uni-
verse organized by laws, Now think of another wonderful
fact — the ten commandments, only sixteen brief sentences,
regulating all conditions for man’s good. There are scores
of grammar and aritbmetic rules to master a few facts, but
God, who inhabits eternity, brings all His plans into a few
brief expressions

Every “ Friend,” to be & real friend, must know the will of
his Leader. That is why each Junior should know well the
ten eommandments, word for word. Because God’s commsamds
are so brief and there is so mueh summed up in His law, each
word must have its proper meaning. The code of our Leader
is in marked contrast to anything Batan ean produce; as
“ Fpiends ¥ we must ever be ready to proteet its significance.
8atan must be defeated in the way Jesus defeated him ~ on
the ground of wlmat God had commanded.

Talk: “ Our Father’s Promises ™

Foa many years Myrs. Day held the idea thai the ten eom-
mandments meaut little to the Christian, She had been in-
structed that it was merely a moral eode, which Moges had
received for the Hebrew people. She had a young friend,
Esther iy name, who had lately learned to see new beautiee
in the law of Ged, and who had also begun to observe the
seventh-day Sabbath. Happy in her new experience, Esther
longed to bring thie goed vews to Mrs, Day, who was a firm
Mothodist and well satisfied in her-eonelusions that Christians
are free from the law.

One day Mrs. Day beeame suddenty il and was confined to
her hed many weeks, She found muech comfort in the kind
attentions of her friemds, but what seemed to bring ber un-
usual joy was the gift of a “Promise Box” by Esther. It
contained little pieces of paper tightly rolled, each bearing a
comforting message from the Bible, written in Esther’s own
handwriting. Every day she looked forward to unvolling one
of these daily Bible messages! Some of ths verses were those
that had heen a speeial help to BEsther, and therefore she felt
that Mrs, Day would appreciate them as mueh as had she,

During the long days of sickness Mrs. Day had time to
think, She became gomewhat concerned about her former at-
titude toward the ten eommandments. ¥Esther’s golid life was

an argument she counld not deny. Boon she found herself pray-
ing in the words of the psalmist (have a Junior stand up and
read reverently Psalms 119; 18), Opening her “ Promige Box *
she vead (have another Junior read Psalms 119: 151, 152},
She meditated much on the message of her promises for the
day, and turning to her Bible, eontinued reading the whole
psalm, How many verses hore witness to the truth that God's
law ig eternal; that it is a lamp and a light to the wayfarer;
his road map and counselor, or again his treagure and his
health! Earnestly sha prayed for light, and Eather became
a wonderfal help in elearing away much of her eonfusion,

One day, after both friends had prayed earnestly for the
healing of Mrs. Day, and many indications had already en.
couraged them to believe that God would he pleasged to com-
pletely restore her, Mrs. Day remarked to Hsther, “ The law is
growing more heautiful to me each day. At first these com-
mandments seemed so stern and useless to me, but now each
i# indeed a preeious promise of my heavenly Father’s love,
How marvelous the change in my own heart! ¥ With new Hght
also came new life, and Mrs. Day ever Joved to include in her
prayers the prayer of the psalmist. Let us how our heads
reverently and softly repeat it togsther: Psalms 119: 18,

Exercise: “ The Promise Chain”

(BANG up the ten commandment chart,
chart, let & Junior recite the following:)

Ten Promises

Ten promises the law contains,
Ten precious lessons it explains,
Ten %lesxdngs to the child whose heart
Loves God and claims the belter part.

Pointing te ths

Just follow closely each command,

Ags we young * Friends” join hand in hand
To link this chain of virfues rare,
Ohedience forms with heavenly carve.

(Pointing to the first commandment, let a Jnunior wearing a
paper erown with the word “ Freedom,” reverently roeite it.
The next Junior wears a crown with the word ¢ Merey,” points
to the second commandment, recites it, and then joins hands
with the first Junior. The third Junior’s erown is inecribed
% Innoeence; * the crown of the fourth,  Pleasure; " the fifth,
“ Peace; ¥ the sixth, “Life;” the seventh, “ Purity;" the
eighth, “ Honesty;” the ninth, “ Truth;” the tenth, “ Con-
tentment.” After the tenth has spokem, bave another Jumior
wearing a paper sash inseribed * L.ave” reecite the following:)

The Greatest Commandment_"

Magter, which law of all the ten

I greatest in Thine eyes, and when
Wil T fuill its tenfeld aims?

The Giver of the law explains:

‘With all thy heart love God and man,
With soul and mind, this is My plan;
Love is the first and last command,

For which all law and prophets stand!

Practical Missionaries
(Program for Week Ending February 16)

Song Service, (Nos. 576, 264, 577, and 658 in “ Christ in Song.”}y

Practical Texts. (Ask each Junior to come prepared to quote or read
a Bible verse that speaks ¢f doing some everyday thing in life,
For the last one, read Matthew 20: 25-28.)

Bilent Praycr, Closed With a Prayer hy the Superintendent.

Report of the Secretary, Missionary Reports, and the Offering,

Song: “ Master, Hast Thoun Work for Me? ™

Superintendent’s Remarks: ** Practical.” (See dictionary for the
meaning of the word, and adapi thoughts from * Counsels to
Teaehers,” pp. au-als.}

Talkk: “ The Art of Rapes.” (The auther of these two taulks has beco
for ]l‘:m)ny venrs a missionary in China, so he knows whereol he
speaks. :

Talk: * The Most Necessary Accomplishment.”
with thoughts from
blackboard thought.)

Hecitation: “ Yust to Plenwve Jesus."”

Zeng by Swoller Juniors: * Besutifui Little Hands.”

Closing Song: * Gladly, Gladly Toiling for the Master.”

Prayer: “ Lord help us to learn to do life’s common things well”

{Introducc th= talk
“ Counsels on Health,” pp. 143, 146 Sea

Note to Junior Superiniendent

This may be termed another of the “ Friend ” requirement
programs, Help the Juniors to see that everything thev are
learning is to make them more useful in the seyviee of wur
Maaster., We must begin where we are — to-day!

Can you repeat the ten commandments?
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.Talk: “ The Most Necessary Accomplishment

I HAVE ohserved that missionary wemen who have a geood
knowledge of sewing and cooking and other praetical things of

life are best ahle to adapt themselves to nmew eonditions in’

siseton lands, I think of a young weman whe went to a mis-
sion field soon after she was married. The very day she and
her hushand moved into the house where they were to live,
two families of missionaries from the interior eame te spend
& few days. The young woman felt so utterly unprepared and
incapable of eooking and entertaining properly, that ehe
went to her bedreom and buried her head in her pillow and
sobbed out her grief. The missienary ladies from the in-
terior, being resourceful and capable women, came to the
rescue and shouldered the hurden of getting thé meals. Though
relieved of her perplexity to some extent, she was nat relieved
from emharrassment, and seeing her need, this young mis-
gionary made a heroie effort to gain the practieal experience in
cocking and entertaining which she saw she needed as a mis-
gionary, But it would bave been a great help if she had
gained this experienes before going to the mission field.

So, girls, and hoys likewise, learn to cook and sew, for such
knowledge is ofteu valmable when a missionary is out on a
long interior itinerating trip, away from home and family.
A training in praetical things gives one an appreeiation of
people in all walks of life; it furnishes a peint of eentact and
in many instanees suggests topies of eommon interest for econ-
versations which may lead to friendships and sometimes result
in conversicns to the eause of Christ. We find inereasing in-
terest on the part of educationsl leaders in mission lands, in
praetical education, that kind of education which has been
most negleeted in those lands. They appreeiate one whe knaws
how to “ do things,” one who can *“ get things done.” 8o, bays
and girls, be broad, be systematie, be thorough, be persistent,
and be patient in your training in the praetieal things of life.

A, L, Ham

Just to Please Jesus

PAYING a vigit to sorrow’s abode,

Helping a hurdened one o’er a rough road,

This the sweet thought making duty delight,

Turning the ghadows of gloom into light-—
Just to please Jesus.

Staying at home with the ehildren, perchance,

Watching the siek one’s oft-wandering glanes,

BSweeping and dusting and tidying home,

Deeds not reeorded 'neath fame’s painted dome —-
Just to please Jesus,

Turning the sys from the vanity show,

Sparkling and flashing with gliftering glow,

Turning away to the quief and calm,

Singing in secret a thanksgiving psalm —
Just to please Jesus,

Swinging the hammer, if duty demands,

Plying the needle with gquiek, willing hands,

Using the peneil, the pick, or the pen,

Serving my Lord and my own fellow men -—
Just to please Jesus.

Giving a smile, or taking a hand,
Leading lost feet to the fair better land,

Doing, and thinking, and hearing, and secing,
Fating, and drinking, and working, and being —
Just to please Jesus,

— Awthor Unknown.

Talk: “ The Art of Ropes™ . i
A EwowLEDGE of the practieal things of life is really very
important and valuable to boys and girls during their sehool
days and after life. .
 If you will pardon me for being personal, I will tell you some
of my own experienees along this line, About twenty-five years
ago I arranged to work for the Walla Walla Cellege during
_the summer months on the college farm to earn money for
elothey and school expenses during the fellowing school “year.
"The business manager agreed to pay me a stated monthly wage
for my work and sent me ont to hoe potatoes; later he had
me piek cherries. I did not really like either hocing potatoes
or pieking cherries, but did my best, hoping that 1' would
soon be asgigned to work mere agreealls to me.
One day while I was “up a trée® picking cherries the

4

business manager and the driver of one of the college teams
eame to the orchard, leading a lame horee. They tied the
horse’s halter repe to the very tree in which I was pieking
cherries, Looking down I saw that they were fastening repes
to the horse’s feet; and then they began to pull, trying te,
throw him on the ground. They wanted him down se they
eould treat the running sore on his shoulder. The more they
pulled on the rope, the harder the poor horse pulled hack on
his halter rope tied to the tree. Now I counld not pick cherries
with that “ghow” going on helow mel I watched them a few
minutes and beeame very sympathetie for the poor, old, sick
horse that was géttiug his neek-stretehed out that way. Finally,
I ealled down: “If you want me to, Il show you how to
put a repe on that herse so you can throw him with one hapd.®
The manager, startled by a voiee from the branches, locked
up at me and smiled a bit sarcastically, then turned to the.
teamster and said, * Give him the rope and let him try it.*
For me it was a very simple trick; I had learned it years
before; so I eame down from the tree,—s graduste from
eherry picking]l R

T took the long rope and tied a two-foot loop in the eenter

* of it, untied the halter repe from the tree and placed the loop

ever the horse’s head and down against his shoulders. I went
to the harn and found two hame siraps, which I buekled
around the horse’s hind legs just above the hoofs. Then X
passed the two ends of the long rope from the loop outside
the front legs and baek threugh the straps on the horse’s
hind legs, then back outside his front legs again, past his
bead. I took these twe ends of the rope in my right hand and
began to tighten up on them, As I did so, the horse would lift
first one and then the other hind foot. As he did this I pulled
in on the rope gradually, until the hind legs had heen brought
up almost te the front feet and niy horse sat down on the
ground so that a gentle push put him down on his side with
his hind feet fast in the ropes. He was helpless without having
made much of a struggle, nor could he kiek and fiounder about
while the treatment was being given to the sorve shoulder. The
treatment over, the manager seemed pleased with what a hoy
eould do with a rope, a knot, and twe short straps, and I was
forthwith made both nurse and doetor for the siek horse. I
think we were both pleased over'the new appointment! I was
alzo given charge of a feam of beautiful hlack horses. Not
many days after, the manager told me to hitech my team to
the wagon whieh had the hayrack on if and drive by the busi-
ness office, where he would join‘me and we would drive to a
ranch a fewimiles away for a load of oat straw. This we did,
While we were loading the etraw, the manager stopped a

_moment fo wipe the perspiration from his face, and abruptly

announced his decision to raise my montlily wages five dollarg
a month! And, furthermore, that this raise wounld he rstro-
active— that is, it would start from the time I began to work
for the college. Imagine my surprise and joy at this announce-
ment! I thanked him and said I would do my best to earn the
waged. You can see that this opportuiity eame to me because
of my early experience in handling ropes and tying knots.

While attending the academy, T learned from the principal
how to repe a trunk properly. He told me that fow people
knew how fo rope a trunk as if should be done, and taught me
how. Sinee then I have roped many frunks, and T fake prids
in doing it properly. A missionary has much traveling fo
do and long distanees are often covered in his journeyings.
Usually, there are trunks to ship or otherwise transfer from
place to place, and such transfers are very hard on heavily
packed trunks. It is then necessary to have them well roped.
It should be dome tightly, meatly, and in such a way as te
preserve the rope in as good eondition as possible, so thaf the
trunk can be wnroped without eutting the rope. There shoild
be only two knots in the whole proeess. In faet, if it has heen
properly roped, only one knot need he untied when removing
the rope from the trunk. Ii is very convenient to know this
trick, for aside from the safety of the trunk and its dontents,
there is the matter of customs examinations. It is often neees-
sary to unrepe a trunk guickly for imspection While en reute
from eountry te comntry. Unroping and roping can he guickly
done, and without injury to the rope, if the proper method

in used. .
{Concluded on poge 14)

Are you giﬂng' all you can for missions?

" o S
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' P L LYY \\.'“1' - .
. .. The Hoine Efficieiicy Cettificate =
(Program for Weel j@mi’amgg February 23) |

0penlng Song: ¢ Whut Are Yeu f)oing for Jesus?™ (No, 542 In
# Christ in Song.”
Prayer by Two or Three Children,
Song: “ L.ove at Home” (No. 580 in * Christ in Song. "!
Eulk by Suporintendent; * The Home Efficiency Certificate.”
ecitation: * The Daily Task.”
Talk; “ The Story the Locking-glass Told."
jsaglonary Reports and the Offering.
iosing Song, “ Father, Bless Our Home Life.”
i Songs.”)

(No. 48 in " Bunshine

Note to Junior Superintendent

-1t is hopad that this program will help you in getting the
hoye and girly to woik for their Home Efficiency Certificates.
The hlank certificates ecan he secured from your conferenee
Misvionary Volunteer | secretary. No certificate shonld he

igned hy the parents until the Junior has done his assigned
work well, for the six-month prohationary period.

Talk: * The Home Efficiency Certificate ”

Axona the requirements for “ Friends # you will notice that
2 Home Efficiency Certificate must he ohtained. This is not
like a cheek-up on you (a Missionary Volunteer is ready to
do his part because it is his honest part, and not because some
¢ue olse asks him to), put the ecertificate shows that le hag
o lived his pledge that mother and father have recognized his
helpfulness and are glad to recommend his service.

. Wae are told in the hook * Christ’s Object Lessons,” page 345:
« By many children and youth, time is wasted that inight be
épent in earrying home hurdens, and thus showing a loving
interest in father and mother. The youth might take upon
their strong young shoulders many responsihilities which some
one must hear” Aund in “The Ministry of Healing,” page
394, it says, © Children as well as parents have important duties
in the home. They should he taught that they are a part of the
home firm, They are fed.and clothed and loved and cared for;
and they should respond te these many mercies hy bearing
their share of the home burdens, snd hringing all the happiness
I,;osaihle into the family of which they are memhers.”

. 8o .a Missionary Volunteer not only takes care of his own
belongings and person, but cheerfully bears some part of the
work of the home. He is on. his honor and go needs no re-
minder from father or mother of the task, no matter how mueh
he may dislike it. He does it faithfully and well during the
time he is meeting the other “Friend” requirements. And
because a true Volunteer forms habits of servme, the time cov-
erad hy the certificats must be at least six months. (Show a
sample of the certificate, or have it en the blaekhoard)

The story is told of a king who had grown tired of the many
triale of gkill and stremgth he saw, and said: “I will have a
test of good deeds and gee if that will seb people to thinking
i the right way.” S0 a eertain day was set for the tast,
and the person that won the prize was to choose what he liked
hest. One by one the people were let into the king's palace
to tell him what good thing they had done. Last off all came
a little girl with her mother.

“Well, little danghter,” said the king, “what good deeds
can you elaim$®”

"1 had no time to do good deeds,” answered the little girl,

# for my mother is so busy that I have {o feed the chickens, pick
up chips, sweep the porch, set the table, and play with the
hahy to keep him still; I wanted to try for the prize, but I
had no time.”

The king told the little girl that the prize was hers, and she
qémld have what she wanted. She chose a wagom for the baby
to ride in, o that she could befter care for it

Now, boys and girls, each of you can win a prize, the Home
Efficiency Certifieats, by serving in your homes as this little
girl served in hers. I am sure that all of you are going to
try for it

- Any service which a Junior does regularly and cheerfully
about the home which s not already required of him, is
meeting thizs requiroment. Washing the dishes, bringing in
wood or coal, keeping windows clean, and shoveling snow in
winter, are all home duties. When the Volunteer lives on a
't;arm, helping regularly with the chores will meet this require-
mient. The girls can find mnch to do to lighten the duties of

the homs, such as the responsibility. of keeping a ecertain part

of the housge in order. Perhaps it is helping with the washing
or ironing. It may be the responsihility of preparing a daily
meal, Any trne Volunteer can find much which will show his
splrxt of helpfulness ahout the home (. LesTer Bowp.

The Daily Tagk

THE common daily tagkas of life
Seem poor and mean, and small,
And oft we seorn them to respond

To some alluring eall.

The taske that lie so close at hand
. Grow irksome to thé soul,
And are forsaken for some dream,
Some visiohary goal.

And yet the surest rosd to fame,
To deeds that stir and thrill,

Is doing the tasks that lie at hand
With all our strength and will.

== Fapositor,

Talk: “ The Story the Looking-glass Told

WE cannot have happy homes if we do mot think about the
matter and work for it. Happy homes do mot come by
chatice. Bome one must take time, some one must labor, some
one must spend moley and give much thought, as well as
offer many prayers, before a home 1s ag happy as it might
be and should be. That some one is most likely to be the
mother; however, it may be any member of the family.  And
all memhers of the family, even the boys and girls, should
share in the blessed task of home building,

Tha home is.a training place. Girls should -leatn the art
of housekeeping there, as cooking, sewing, and taking eare of
the house are important endeavors. Failure $o get this train-
g sometimes leads to disaster when young people graw up.

Boya should learn to do useful tasks about the home. They
should not hesifate about washing the clothes or dishes, or
chopping wood, or tendmg the furnace. The home ought to
make service demands on us, and we ghould respond cheerfully.

Jack was in an awful rage. He wanted to go out te play
ball, but his father had some work ahout the house that must
he done, and there was mo one hut Jack to do it. He was
very angry. He grumhled, banged things about, and sulked.

His mother said nothing for a while. Then she took down
a sall looking-glasy and just held it in front of Jack, “ What
are you doing that for?” he asked. “I just wanted you to
see your face” My faee is all right,” said the boy. “Tt
does not look all right to those of us who have to see it. Re-
member, you do not see it. We do. Just take a look”

Jack looked. It was a red face that he saw. The eyes were
angry. The lines were hard. “What do you sse shining
through?” asked mother. ¢ Nothing!” he replied. ¢ But
there is something shining through,” she persigted. “ Tt is
anger, and it i not pretty.”

She hung up the looking-glass, and nothing more was said.
Bat later in the day when the job was done, and tha hoy
was happy once more, she returned to the subject. “ You ses,
Jack,” she said, “ whatever is in us shince through the face,
If wo are angry, people see it there. If we are meun, and do
not want te do our work, it can be read in the face, But if
the Spiit of Christ is in us, He shines through, too. Is it
not much better always to let Christ shine through®?” Jaeck
knew it was, and determined to do his work cheerfully amd
well in the future, so that the love of Jesus might constantly
shine through him to others.

Now, boys and ghly, earning 3 Home Efficiency Cortificate
will help you to learn the lasson that Jack learned, and it will
make you a greater help and blessing in your homes,

Let us endeaver to follow Jesus in His helpfulness. He
belped in the ecarpenter shop. When He was enly s hoy, Hs
was, no doubt, helping te earn momey o support the family,
It might be more fun to run aboeut the streets, or in the flelds,
than to be with Joseph in the shop sawing or planing woed,
But Jesus always did the helpful thing, and never thought first
of His own pleasure. Let ue follow Him and do helpful things
in our homes, or wherever we are. C. LesTer Bowp,

Are you a subscriber to ** The Youth's Instructor ** ¢
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- Seniot Missionary Folunteer
Meetings

Suggestions to Missionary Volunteer Leaders

Igworanen of the laws of the land iy no excuse when the

offender is ealled to account for violating the same. Neither
will a lack of knowledge of what should have been dome be a
satisfactory exemse for duties neglected and opportunities
alighted when the records of your Missionary Volunteer Society
for 1929 are closed. As leaders you are responsible for the
gouls that may be won ahd the work that should be dome
throngh your society this year. “ God has provided divine
assistance for all the emergencies to which our human resources
are unequal.”—* Testimonies,” Vol. FI, p. 415, But, * remem-
ber that a lack of consecration and wisdom in you may turn the
balanes for a soul, and send it to etermal death. You eanmct
afford to be careless and indiffevent”— Gospel Workers” p.
85. Turn often to your manual, “ Missionary Volunteers and
Their Work,” and check up te gee if you are faithfully perform-
ing the duties required of your office. (See pages 117-130.)
* The Socicty Programs should be based in general upon the
subjeets provided in the GazerrE each menth. The programs
given hera need to be developed and adapted to your soclety
néeds, but do not leave this to the work of ome mind. The
leadsr should have general supervisien of the programs for the
entire year, but the responsibility of planning them should be
divided, This will lighten the burdens of the leader, train
future leaders for the soeiety, and develop workers for service
in ths Master’s vineyard. A small commiltes should be ap-
pointed to work out the program. in detail, bringing it before
the regular executive committee (or a larger program com-
mittee appointed) for approval before definite preparation is
hegun upon i, Encourage every Missionary Volunteer o take
part on the programs as offeu as opportunity permits. Read
the chapter on ¥ Bociety Members ¥ in your maunal, espeecially
the sectiom, * Fxeuses That Do Not Exeuse,” page 143. The
Misgionary Volunteer Society is a training band for larger
gervice. . .

The Week of Prager comeés next month. Begin now fo plan
for it by forming prayer bands and by getting in touch with
your conference Missionary Volunteer seeretary to see what
help ean be provided for you during the week. Bat if & min-
jster canmot eome to your society, do mnot take this as an
omen that you should let the week pass mmoticed; it ig a call
to greater service for you. Rally your young people arcund
you, plan carefully, pray earnestly, and God will surely bless
you. as' you seek His gpecial help during this week set aside
for united efforts in saving the young people. Order literature
helps early. See Mareh Gazmrye, Make a prayer list of all
unconverted young people in your church, and whatever other
meetings you may have, meet together and pray for those wlo
are not saved. Ask the Lord to show wyou how to work for
them and He will do it. E. E H.

A DIVINE XRAY

‘A discerner of the thaugkt?
| and inkents of the heart.”

"

The Paper That Belongs to Our Young
People .
(Brogram for Week Ending February 2}

AR

Soug Servico. (Nos. 241, 13, 16, 84, 43, 44, 153, 178, in * Gospel in

Song.
Open With Siient Prayer.
Songs: e Ca)n the World 8ee Jesus in You? ¥
ong.”
Reports of Misslonary Weork Done, and the Offering.
Reeitation: * The Message.,” (While thig is given have a line of Junlers
pass quietly bui slowly hehind the speaker, each one holding up

(Ne. 21 in_* Gospel in

s Bible, a * Youth's Insiruetor,” or ansther of our periodicals
or books that help to earry the message.)

A Scripture and Remarks by the Leader,, (1 Tim. 4: 12-16, and thoughts
gleaned from * Testimonies,” Vol. VII, pp, 203-205, and * The
Lighted Way,” by M. E. Kern, pp, 127-13L.)

Talk: “Peril or Profit in Reading.” (See article by F. T. Ellott in
the * Youth’s instructor” of December 4.) )

Duet: * Saved by Grace.” (No. 6 in * Gospel in Sone”)

Talk: * History of the * Youth’s Ingtruefort* (Sce
structor > of January 1B.)

A Quizz: * Did Youn Know? " (Have this worked up by gileaning frem
“ Youth’s Instructors * since January 1, high poinfs on missions,
devotional thoughts, choice quoistiions, historical informatien, ot
Counel) Corner questions. Call upon Missionary Volunieers to
anawer. '

Rowad Table: * The Part of the * Youth’s Instructor®* I Enjoy Mest,”

Bong: “ As a Velunteer.””

What Can We Do to Increase the Circnlation of Our Paper?

A Pledzgz it Closing. (See readers’ pledge in ™ Testimonies,” Vol. VII,
p. 64,
standing while prayer iz offered.)

Misgienary Velunteers Separate for Band Meetings,

“Youth’s In-

Ask those who will join you in this to siand, wnd remain

(8ee p. 15.)

Blackboard Thought

“ The religious experience is to a great degres de-
termined by the character of the books you read in
your leisure moments,”— Testimonies,” Vol FII,

i 20 Y i T

e o o i i 5 e i i e W e R R SR e e N R Tk

Note to Leaders

“Our youth should read that which will have & healthful,
sanetifying effect upon the mind, This they need-in order to
be able to disecern what is true religiou.” This program is to
eall attention again to the importance of cheesitg good read-
ing, with special emphagis upon our own deneminstional paper
for the youth. In the first issue of the Youth’s Instructor this
statement appeared: “ Although the world never was go full of
books and papers as at the present time, yet there is but very
little written that if calonlated te lead the youth to feel the
need .of the Saviour, and fc impress them with the impor-
tance of shunuing vige, and living & virtuous, schber, and
holy lfe” If that was true in 1852, so true that the leaders
in this denomination felt impelled to publish & paper especially
for the youth, how esseutial it in that we to-day take advantage
of the opportunity offered for good, wholesome reading in its
cclumns. © How many young people in your society have reg-
ular aceess to the ¥outh's Instructor? How wmany read it every
week? Tor ways and means of getting this good paper inte
the hands of other young peeple, see the Literature and Cox-
respondence Band instruetion on page 15. But do not leave
it all for the band to do. Before this meeting closes, discuss
ways and means, pray about it, and call for volunteers to aid
in getting the Youth’s Instructor into the hands of as many
young people as possiblo,

H

The Message

THE third angel’s message is going,
The Yghtning and steam give it flight.
Like a huge tidal wave, overflowing
The land with a great flood of lght,
It has deluged the earth with its papers,
Is fooding the earth with its books,
That shine in the darkuess like tapers,
And stream through the earth like the brooks,

There is nothing on earth ean suppress it,
Yor God gives it power from above;
The humble find words to express it,
‘With hearts all aglow with its love.
Like a hurricane crossing the ccean,
It storms the dark eenters of sin,
And sets the whole world in commotion,
Yet gives peace and sweet comfort within,

Heaven-born and world-wide in its nature,
It speeds on its mission of Tove,
And testifies, like itg Creator,
That men must be born from above. °*
With vietory perched on its hanner,
It marches through jungles untrod,
To restore to mankind, in some manmer,
The spirit and image of God.

— William Bricley.

4 The Youth's Instructor " yearly subscription, $1.75. In clubs of five or more, $1.50 each.
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God’s Measuring Rule ~ the Law

(Prqgaum for Week. Eading February 9)

Seng Service, (Now, 85, 540, 864, in “ Christ in Bong.”)

A Two-Minute Life Bkeitch of Isaac Watte (who wrote three of the
songs used to.day). )

Opsning Song: “ The Living Law.” (No, 777 in * Christ in Song.”)

Talk: *Is Law Neecessary? ™ (IF desired, this may be divided inte
three parts: an introduction by the leader, and two talks,—
“ Natural Law " and “ Moral Law.”)" .

Song: “ Write Thy Law.” (No. 185 in * Christ in Song.”)

Tilk: * The Standard in the Judgment.” (8ee also, “ The Grent Con-
troversy,” p. 482; “"Mount of Blessing,” p. 116; and " Gospel
Workers,” p. 815. Have the cartoon on the blackboard. See p. 11.}

Bible Study: ** God's Law.”

Drill and Commant: “ The Ten Commandmente.” (Have a Missionary
Volunteer repeat one commandment and comment upen the neeea-
sity of keeping it, or tell what it memns to him. See also exercige,
' The Promise Chain,” p. 8) ) .

Rasponse in Seong: “ Incline Our Hearts” (No. 961 in “ Christ in
Song.” Sung by quartet, while all stand with bowed heads.)

Migrionary Valunteers Separate for Band Meetings. (See p. 15.)

Blackboard Thought
“The law of God is the standard by which the

characters and lives of men will be tested in the judg-
ment.”— The Great Controversy,” p. 482,

Talk: “ Is Law Necessary? "

"Tr seems to be natural for every one, and egpeesially young
people, to want to be free from all restraint. We like to be
2’ law unto ourselves and free from all gutside interference.
Sometimes, perbaps, we wonder why it is necessary to have
laws anyway.

" When the YLord was giving the young man Joshua his com-
mission 2z leader of Igrael, and explaining to him the elements
of a guccessful eareer, He gaid to him: (Read Joshua 1: 8.)

Agcording to this, striet obedience to the law of God is
necessary to success. Why is thig? Perhaps we might put it
this way: Where there is movement of any kind o plan is
necessary to awoid confusion. A statement of such a plan
is ealled a rule of action, or law.

There is an amusing story of the early days of the BEussian
Revolution. After the ezar had abdicatod, a stout old woman
way seén leisurely walking down the middle of ons of the
busiest streets in Petrograd, at no small peri]l to lerself and
td the great confusion of traffie. A policeman pointed out to
her that there was a pavement for pedestrians, and that the
" glreets were for wagons and automobiles, But she was not
to be convineed. “I'm going to walk just where I like,” she
gaid; “we've got liberty now”” Sometimes when ws are in
a hurry, we may feel impatient because we are stopped by the
traffio lights; but that is only surface thinking, for we know
that our lives would be in constant danger if the laws of traffie
wern not subject to regulation.

Natural Law

The rules that govern the physieal universe are called notural
low, Our only safety and freedom-in this world is due to the
utiversal ohedience of the forees of nature to the laws God
hag made for them. We go about on land and sea in perfeet
agsurance that the law of gravity is in force everywhere. If
we should come to some place where it was not in operation,
we would fly off into space. RBecause of .the law of nature
that water seeks its level, the falling rain runs into the rivers
and on into the ocean, and we are not drowned.

With Isaiah we look up, and see the myriads of stars swing-
ing in space and understand that God “ bringeth out their host
by number ¥ and ‘“ not one faileth.,” [sa, 40: 26. If one planct
ov' flaming sun should digrese from its course thera would be
sonfusion, destruétion, and chaos, But thsse obey Hiz will
implicitly. Nehomiah represents obedience a5 worship, {Bend
Nehemiah 9: 6,) .

Thers are certain laws of health that govern our physieai
being, and we all know by experience that suffering is caused
by disobedience to these laws,

* Moral Law

Man was made in the image of God, with power to reason
and a will to aet. We read in * Patriavchs and Prophets,” page
52, that “ while everything iu ndture iz governed by natural
laws, man atone, of all that imhabits the earth, is amenable

to moral lasw. To man, the erowning work of creation, God hae
given power te understand His reguirements, to eomprehend
the justiee and beneficence of Hig law, and its sacred elaime
upon him; and of man unswerving obedience is required.”
Again we read on page 49: “ God placed man under law, as
an indispensable condition of his very existence.”

Inanimate things sannot frel or think, buf we have life
and feeling and honee can enjoy. God wanted man to be very
happy, so of all living things, He made us most like Himself,
by giving us a moral nature and freedom of choice. But that
happiness can only be when we live in obedience to the laws of
our life. Asg it says in “ The Desire of Ages,” page 308, “ God
desireg us to be happy, and He gave us the presepts of the law
that in cbeyiug them we might have joy.”

80 God’s law is not given just to show His autbority, or te
meke us unhappy in doing something wa do net want to de.
On the other haad, it ig the only road to happiness. The train
is free and swecessful as long as it stays on the track, but
when it leaves the track there ig failure and suffering. Two
men were killed in an automgbile eragh on a publie highway.
The man responsible for the aecident first of all broke the law
of the Btate in purchasing liquor; he dinobeyed the law of
God and of his own physieal being by drinking that which
destroys reason and inflames the passions; he broke the traffie
lawg by driving at a high spced and on the wrong side of the
road. As a result, two men are dead, their wives are widows
and their children orphans, and the offender is broken in body
and lying in prison; a fit symhol of the disaster and ruin thai
follows in the wake of disobedience to law.

‘What would a home be without Jaw? Probably not a single
soul in this meeting to-day wonld even he alive if we had
been allowed to have our own way from babyhood,~ if there
had been no law, The mother patiently teaches the ehild to
avoid the fire, not to toush poisen, to keep out of the way
of traffle, to take precautions against catehing colds, to avoid
dangerous places, ete., and this teaching is supplemented by
striet commands. How many are glad for the loving interest
of a mother in your welfare and for her laws? We could not
always gee the reasons for mother’s ecommandments, but we
know now that they weve right,

8o the commandments of God are “for onr good always”
Deut. 6: 24, Our freedom and happiness and ths happiness
of others will come from strict obgdience to His laws. If we
fail to recognize the sanctity of human life, and take life,
we deprive others and ourselves of happiness, and beecome a
menace to society. If we vielate the sanctity of porsomality
and vob others and ourselves of purity, we bring shame and
wmigsry upon all concerned and diggrace upon our eommunity,
If ws do not recognize the saered right of ownership and
steal our neighbor’s property, we destroy our own qualities of
manhood and bring unhappiness and suffering to others. If
we fail to recognize the sacredness of God, and take His name
in vain, we eut ourselves off from fellowship with divinity and
deaden the highest instinets of a human being, that of worship.
If we disregard the sacred Sabbath, we undermine the noblest
traits of the human character by dischedience, and dvift away
from the knmowledge of the true God. Bo, as we read in
“Patriarchs and Prophets” page 34, “ The law of love heing
the foundation of the government of God, the happiness of
all intelligent beings depends upon their perfest accord with
its great principles of righteousness.”

And this “law of liberty ¥ (James 1:25) is the standard by
which all men are judged. (Read Rev. 22:14.) M, B. KzrN.

Bible Study: “ God’s Law ”

1, WHatr testimonles do Nehemiah, David, and Paul bear to
God’s law? Neh, 9: 13; Pa. 18: 7, 8; Rom. 7: 12, 14,

2. How is sin defined? 1 John 3:4,

3. How only can transgression he known? Rom. 4: 15,

4. To what dees the apestle James compare the lawd

1:22.25,

5. In what words does James show the ten commandments to
be still binding even in New Testament timog and follow-
ing the resurrection of Christ? James 2: 8.12,

. Are the ten commandments unchangeable? Pa. 111:7, 8.

. What did Jesus say concerning the law?. Matt, 5: 17, 18,

. Wﬁ:t glgssizg is pronouneced upon thoese who obey the law?

v. 22: 14, :

James

o~ o

. Missionary Velunteer Week comes March D-16
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. Talk: “ The Standard in the Judgment

Tue law of God’s moral government, which is the rnle of
life for every creature, must necessarily be the standard in
ihe great judgment day.

The Scripture states the sum of all human ohligation and
responsibility in the words:

“ Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God,
and keep His commandments: for this is the whole duty of
man. For God shall bring every work into judgment, with
every secret thing, whsther it be good, or whether it be evil”

" Reel. 12: 13, 14,

Bvery eon and daughter of Adam’s lost race is judgment
bound, to auswer before the bar of God the demands of the
perfect law, Divine justice cannet abate ome jof or tittle of
the requirements of the holy law, nor by auy weans clear the
guilty. But divine merey has provided the way by which God
ean “ be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus,”

‘ W. A, Spicks.

Tests of Great Characters
(Program for Weelk Ending February 16)

Songs for To-day: " A Bheiter in the Time of Sterm,” * Saved by
Grace,” ** Let the Lower Lighis Be Burning,” “ Ye Must De Born
Again,” * What a Friend We Have in Jesns,” and “ To the work.”
(All In “ Christ in Song." Tell the story of how one or more of
these came to be Wwritten, See * Sankey's Story of the Gospei
Hymns ™ in your public iibrary.}

Reports, Anncuncements, and the Mission Offering.

Seripture Reading: Ismiah 50 2-10.

Prayer by Two Missionary Volunteers.

Talk: “ The Call for Character,”

Stories: * Great Characters,” (Have two character sketches given of
such lives as David Livingstone, Willlam Miller, the Judsous,
Willlam Carey, or others teld in the hook, * The Advance Guard
of Missions.” Or ehoose from * The Story of the Advent Message,”
or other higgraphies that you may have.j

Symposinm: “ It Takes Courage.” .

Recitation: ** Hereoism,” (See p. T, or one of your own choosing.)

Special Song: “ Marching With the Heroes” (By the Juniors.) .

Character Testimonies. (Ask each Missionary Volunteer to he pre-

pared to tell in & few words of nobie deeds and acts of present-day
misslonaries, See our current periodicals.) .
Cloge by Repeating in Union the Memory Gem: * The World's Greatest
Need.” (See January * Gazeite,” p. 12; or “ Edu((:gzion," }pf; )5'?.)
e p. 1B,

Misslonar'y Volunteers Separate for Eand Meetings.

Blackboard Thought
N “The people that do know their God shail be
‘strong, and do expleits,” Dan, 11: 32,

et o T T T L

Note to Leaders

In preparing this program study # Patriarchs and Prophats,”
chapter 22, or “ Edncation,” chapter, “ Lives of Great Men.”
Pray earnestly alone and with the members of your executive
committes that your Missionary Volunteers may cateh a true
glimpse of the charzeters which they must form in order te
stand the tests which will eome to those who arc to carry the
last message of warning to the world, Pray that each one
may beeome strong for the right and able to “do exploits”
in the serviee of ottr King.

Talk: “ The Call for Character ™

THE outstanding call of the howur is for young men and
women who will be kings and gueens ameng men. To the
attainment of this eminence there are two fundamentals I
would emphasize: First, character, then service, and the
seeond founded upon the first. 1t 1a often said, and with truth,
that “knowledge is power.” But a greater truism is that
character is power. 'The greatest men of the ages were great
not meraly because of mighty or trained intellects, but because
they were great in sSoul, in charaeter. Such nobility ef char-
acter commands the spontanecus homage of mankind. Char-
scter — Sterling moral worth——is man’s grestest possession,
dignifying every station, exaltiug cvery poeition. Character
magnifies every office, but is not magnified by office. Let us
take then; as our foundation prineiple, this: The road te power
and achisvement must lie over the path of character,

Nsthing succeeds whieh is moi hased on reality. Sham, n
the real acnse, is never success. In China, all ceins, when
ohanging hands, are tested hy ringing them down on some hard
substanes, The metal of your character will one of these days
ba rang down upon the stone of adversity or test, Then if will
be_known whether or not you ars genunifie,

8o live that when you have retired to the sclitude of your
chamber and have blown out the candle, you will not seo in
the darkness a hypoerite who was invisible'in the light.

Would that I could somehow emphasize the immutable gran-
deur of character, Lot me put it this way: When wealth is
lost, virtually nothing is lost; when health is lost, something
i3 Tost; but when character is lost, ol is lost,

Never be satisfied to achieve a mere reputation without
poasesging the character to back it. There Is a vast difference
between the two. Reputation is external; charaecter is internal,
Eoputation is what others think us to be; character is what
we really are. Reputation ia as fickle as man’s whims; char-
aster is as enduring as God's steadfastness. Beputation will
pass with time; character will live on through eternity. God
help you to sec that character alone possesses real worth, Bo
in erecting the atructure of your life, build your character
upoyn the bedroek of prineiple. .

“ Build it wetl, whate’er you do;
Build it straight and strong and true;
Build it clean and high and bread;
Build it for the eye of God.”

Had I my way, I would write over the door of every home
and above the pulpit of every church, ¥ Wanted -—young men
and women of character.,” I would hang it on the walls of our
sthools, our aanitariums, and our publishing houses. I would
engrave it on the mountains. I would teach it to the breezeas.
T would cause the brooks to sing it. I would seize the light-
ning’s finger, and write it against the sky. I would gather
the thunder’s roll, and unite the forces of nature with ths voices
of men in one mighty appeal for character. L. E. Froowm,

Symposium: “It Takes Courage”

1. To live according to your convietions.
are, and not pretend to be what you are not

2. To say “No’* squarely and firmly when those around
you say ‘ Yea”

3. To live honesily within your means, and not dishonestly
upon the means of others.

4. To speak the truth when by a litile prevarication you can
get some speeial advantage,

5, When mortified and embarrassed by humiliating disaster,
to seek in your ruins the elements of futtire success,

6. To refuse to do a thing which is wrong, because others do
it pr because it is customary and done in frade,

7. To stay at home evenings and try to improve yourself
when your comrades spend their evenings having a good time.

8. To remain in homest poverty while others grow rich by
questionable methods, which you eould easily use yourself.

9. To refrain from gossip when ethers ahout you delight in-
it, aud to stand wp for an absent person whe is being abused.

10, Not te hend the knee o popular prejudice, but stand
firmly ereet while others are bowing and fawning for praise
and power— Young People’s Leader,

To bhe what you

Song: “ Marching With the Heroes ”
{Tune: No. 511 in * Christ in Seng 7'}

MARCHING with the heroes,
Comrades of the stroug,
Lift we hearts and voicea
As we march along;
Oh, the joyful musie,
All in chorus raise;
Theirs the song of trinmph,
Ours the seng of praise!

- (Hory to the heroes
Who in days of old
Trod the path ef duty,
Faithful, wise, and bold;
For the right unflinching,
Btrong the weak to save,
‘Warriors all and freemen,
Pighting for the alave.

8o we aing the story
Of the brave and {rue,
Till among the hsroeg
We are herees too;
Loyal to our Captain,
Like the men of yore,
Marching with the heroes
Onward, evermors,

e Williom George. Tarramt, ..

Have you organized prayor bands for Missionary Volunteer Week?

'
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An Hour With the Promises
{Progrom for Week Ending Februory 23)

Hymns of Promise and Praise.

Repartas and Offeringa.

Siient Prayer, Close With a Short Audible Prayor,

Roll Calls * Promises That Are Precious ta Me. [Ask ecaeh one to
be prepared to respond. If desired, the Morning Wateh driil may
be woven into this,)

Leader’s Talk; “ A Pramiee for Every Need.”

Talk: “ Wky Memorize the Bible? *

Rseltation: * God’s Promiges.” 3

Tail; *“ Lo, I Am With You Alway.” (Add to this ineidents gleaned

. -from recent “ Reviews™ or others of our pabers, and personal
experienees,)

Reeitatian: * Tried, Precious, Sarer® (See inside back cover of 1920
Morning Wateh Calendar. Preface this with ths story told on the

. ftitle paze of the ealendar, of an old woman who had tried and
© . proved Ged's promises.)

Song: * Preclous Promises.” (No. 601 in “ Christ In Song’’)

Close With a Season of Ssntence Prayers. (Make these prayers of
praise and eonfidence in our Gad who atands hack af all His

" wonderfu] promises.)
Misslonary Volunteere Separate for Band Meetings, (See p. 15.)

{Bee Note to Leadera.)

Blackboard Thought
“Waar (God promises He is able at any time to
perform, and the work which He gives His people to
do He is able to accomplish by them. If they will

live according to every word He has spoken, svery
good word and promise will be fulfifled unto them.
But if they come short of perfect obedience, the great
end precious promises are afar off, and they eannot
reach the fulfilment.”—* Testtmondes,” Vol, 11, p. 148,

KNote to Leaders

An hour with the promizes! Could a meeting promise mare of
blessing and renewed courage and hope and confidence? Pray
dver this meeting, plan for it, and work for ils suceess. But
above all, pray. These special prayer meetings of the Mis-
gionary Volunteers should be times of blessing and help. Hero
they should come te pray for renewed diligence in serviesg,
for soul-winning grace, for a more completely surrendered will,
When our Missionary Velunteers begin to realize the power
that awaits their eal?, they wil} ask for, and receive a spiritual
anointing that will change their Yives. .

The value of any promise Mss, first of all, in the power of
the one who makes it to redeem it. A promise of health frem
one who has ne power to eurs, of food from a starving man,
ar of finanelal help from a beggar, is a mockery. God is the
great promise keeper. He “is able” He has “all power,”
and can, therefore, redeem every promise that He has made
to men, He iz willing, yes, anxious, that His children shall
“prove ” Him, that He may fnifill His promises to them.

Call attention to the Mornming Wateh texts for this year —
they are all promises from Ged to us. Throughout the pro-
gram stress the importance of memorizing these texfs so that
hey will come to our minds when needed most. Quote or ask
athers to read some of the good quotations from ths spirit of

., propheey given in the ealendar for each month. Call, atten-
tion to the speeial suhjeets for prayer; note that subjeets for
praige ag well as prayer are given this year.

Talk: “ Lo, I Am With You Alway

WaEN Josus was going away from His disciples, He tfold
them to go into all the world, and 'preach the gospel to every-
body. That they might go bravely, and have na fear in their
hearts, He said, “ Lo, ¥ am with you alway, ever unto the end
of the world.” ' :

This promise has been a comfort to all the missionaries wha -

have earried the gospel into the dark places of earth from
that day to thiz. The story of the ways in which God has ful-
filled this promise to, His people would fill many books,

{Read Ps. 84:7.) One Friday night Brother W. . Ander-
son and big wife and little girl, with his mother, who were
traveling by ox team to a mission in the Zambesi couniry in
Afriea, made their eamp hy the roadside. Lions had followed
them earlier in the day, buf they had been driven away. That
night the father and mother and little Naomi slept on the
ground, not far from the path, Very early in the morning they
heard the natives exelaiming, “ Ah! AR!?

“What is the matter?” asked Brother Andevsem,

“ Shumbwa! P answered the natives, meaning, * Lions! »

Ther Brotler Anderson looked at the traeks, and he found
that during the night three Hows had ‘passed near the liitle
eamp, on their way to drink. Oune of them came back by the
footpath, and stopped and looked at the sleeping family, so very
eiose that he could easily have spruig upon them, But he did
not spring. The angel of the Lord was in that lonely place,
and He delivered thosé whié trusted in Him,

(Read Ps. 50:15.) The children of a missionary mother in
China were away at school, and she greatly desired fo visit
them, It was time to pay the native helpers, and the money
had come to the mission station; but she conld net find it.
8he felt sure it had not been: -stolen; yet though she looked
for it hour after hour, she could get no frace of it. The natives
needed their wages, and she could not leave to see hsr children
till they were paid. Tn her trouble. she cried to the Lerd, and
quickly the answer came. 'When she arose from her knees, she
seemed to he led to the very place where the money had been
earefully gecreted. And, oh, how her heart sang at this answer
to her ery for heip! ADELAIDE BEE EvaNs.

God’s Promises

THE Savicur has promised to help me,—
I read it right heys in His Word,—

And pledges more sure or more steadfast
By mortal ears never were heard.

In the hour of temptation and danger,
Ho says, ¥ will hold fast thy hand,
And lkeep thee, and make thee a blessing
To seuls needing light in the land.

Sometimes I'm afraid in the darkness,
And eower at the tempest’s loud roar;

But when I remember, * I'm with you,”
Fear goes, and I tremble no mare,

He has promised forgiveness for sinming,
8weet peace 'mid the world’s wild alarmns;

Aud na matter what happens, Hig children
Have 'meath them His unfailing arms,

What more could He promise to give them?
What eomfort, or joy, or delight?

Pdrgiveness, and “ keeping,” and power,
And home in the mansions of light!

— ddelaide Bee Evans.
Talk: “ Why Memorize the Bible?

MeMorIZE as much of the Bible as passible while you are
young. It will net be go easy to learn when you are older.

Memorize it,— for the Bibile at your “ tangue’s end ” is your
equipment for sou! winning, Be able fo point out the text
for your friend to read, but your testimony will mean more
if he sees you have it ag a part of your very self, .

Memorize it,— for your gwn comfort. 'Then if siekness ot
loss of sight eome, you will have it in your heart te meditate
upen,

Memagrize it,— for quoting from other books makes na
canvieting imprassion, but God’s word is the “sword of the
Bpirit,” and God has dedlared: “ My word . . . shall not return
unto Me void.” Isa, 55: 11.

- Memarize it,— for it is the Lord’s command that you should
do se: “Therefore shall yo lay up these My worde in yeur
heart and In your soul” Dent, 11: 18, ' -4:

Memorize it,—for God’s word i the anly thing that shall
endure fovever. “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My
words shall not pass away” Matt, 24; 35,

Memorize it word for word. Its language cannot be im-
proved upon, and must not be quoted lightly or in jest.
Rev. 22: 18, 19— Adapled. '

v

—
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Talk: “ The Art of Ropes”
(Concluded from page 9)

In China the coolies who carry baggage from plage to pliee
for travelers usually use ropes. T have ingratiated myself with
many sueh carriers by belug able to handle the ropes and tie
certain knats, C t

A knowledge of how ‘td piteh and eare for a tent i3 valnable
in & migsion field. In many mission lands where tents ars
used for the preaching of the gospel, the elimatic conditions
are such that they demand the very best ekill in caking for
tents. It is oftem necedsary for the young missionary to be
ablé to'piteh his own tent, and also to train a native helper
in the'art. It would certainly be unfortunate, and perplexiug,
if a wWorker given charge of a tent mesting should buFotind
to be ineapable of pitehing his tefit or taking ecare of'it,

o ' A Lo Hzw

Did yout observé the Mokaing Watch to-day? '
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Him, not on the ministers.

General Ontline“for Band Mesotings

Memory Gem, or Opening Bong...o oot 2 Minuies
Prayer .. . ..l Minute
Disenssion Themes for February 2 Minutes
Tirst Week: Plans for Remedying Our Weak Points
Second Week: New Opportunitiss
Third Wsek: Reports of Work Done
Fourth Wesk: Are All Msmbers Working?

Oral Roports. . reeversien. 2 Minutes
Work orpﬂlass Stody.- 20 Minutes
1 Migute

Closing Prayer - ’
’ Prayer and Personal ‘Workers' Band

Tyag band should be the inner eirele of Missionary Volun-
teers who earry a real burden for others, They will be watching
for opportunities to do work for the Masber. They will encour-
age one another by prayer and by comparing experiences. The
Teader, to be smceessful, must himself be a personal worker,

This month should bs spent in making earnest, heart-geareh-
ing preparation for the Missiouary Volunteer Week of Prayer
which comes March 9-36, As an aid in next month’s work in
your band, send to the Grent Commission Prayer League, 808
North La Salle Street, Chicago, I, for envugh copies of the
loaflet * Suppose® toc wupply your members, Thers i8 no
charge for the leaflets. They will be sent without question,
but it would he well to send a little money to eover 'the eost,

Tn ths short studies preceding prayer and eounsel, this month,
let us study * The Elements of Personal Work.”

1, Personal work of the early disciples of Josus. John
1: 41-46. Comments on this and personal lessons will be found
on page 115 of “The Desire of Ages” Make personal ap-
plication to the relations between yonrselves and your ae-
quaintances. Pray together for a burden for souls and wisdom
to do personal work,

9, ‘Tighers of men. Matt, 4¢: 19, Draw a lesson from meth-
ode of fishing. Ses © The Desire of Ages,” page 249. Note
the wonderful statement at the bottorh of page 250. Noto the
thoaght in the middie of page 250, that spiritual life is be-

otten through contaet of mind with mind, soul with soul,
%;ray egpecially for the coming Week of Prayer, .

3. Jesusy’ methods of pergomal work, John 4:1-28, Read
this story to diseover Jesus’ tactful mothods in dealing with
souls,— Hig 'means of approach by asking a favor, avoidanee
of eontroversy, leading the woman by questions to see her sin,
creating a desire to ‘kmow’ the Messiah and then the plain
revelation of Himeelf to her. Read *The Desire of Ages,”
chapter 19. Pray carnestly for Jesus’ wisdom in winning
souls, Make special effort to culfivate the aequaintance o
yeung people who need spiritual help. )

4. Love, the basis of soul winuing. Rom. 9:71-3; 1 Thess.
3: 8¢ Ex, 32: 2. Try to appreciate the deep Burden for soule
which these meh of Gad had. This comes only because of the
love of God in the heart,—the same love that led Him to give
heaven’s best gift fer us.: .

When visiting Elder ¥. A, 8tahVPs station among the wild
Indiang of South America, I diseovered the secret of this mis-
sionary’s smecess. I was tryitig to explain to. these savage
minds the love of God, I was not sure that what I was saying
was making any impression. Then I said, ¥ The great Father
thinks toward you like Brother Stahl does. Mo wants to do
vou ,good” Their faces lighted up in spite of the grime and
paint. They-thought.God mnst be.geod if He felt toward them
like Brother Rtahl did. - . ..+ . - M. E, K.

. The Christian Helpiand Gospel Meeting Band

“ 1% not pags by, the littla things, and look for a large work.
You'might do” succBssfully the small work, but fail utterly in
attendpling s la¥ke work, and fall ipto discouragement, Take
hold ‘Wherever you see that there lg work to be done, Whether
you'‘are tieh or poor, grpat or humble, God calls you imto
active serviee for Him, It.will. he by doing with your might
whil your hgnds find te do -fhat you will develep talent and
aptitide for the work,' And it'is by neglecting yeur daily op-
porfunities that you become fruitless and withered. This is
why therd ‘dve so many fruitless trees in ths garden of the
Lord,™— Testimondes,” Vol. IX, p. 189,

This testimony applies to all lines of hand work, but espe-
sially is it fitting for thiz band, the work .ef which may begin
with the smallest p_ossi]ql%‘,aeb.‘ of kindness to 2 noighbor, a
friend, or 2 total strange’’ If4a by just these staall acts thal
openings will be made for Bi%l@. rea.‘éik gs. . Puring January
you took a general survey of ‘Your obfiiittnity “for work fhat
needed to be done. It will be necessary to keep a.watehfnl.
aye constantly for “mew oppertinities. = Encoarage each band

- .

If jou do not know what

MISSIONARY VOLUNTEER SERVICE BANDS

"% The greatest help that can be given our people is to teach them to work for God, and to depend on
Let them Jemn. to work as Christ worked.
and do faithful service for Him,"—*" Testimonies,” Vol. VIL, p. 19.

+ “ Pestimonies,” Vol. IX, p. 110,

Let them join His army of workers,

member to bo a commitice, of one t¢ report needs and ways of
meeting them. -

During Fébruary let us turn our thoughtd especially to the
very best methods of doing ths work that needs to be dene.
Thoughtfulness, conrtosy, and lindness: overflowing from the
heart will be your secret keys in every lins of work, whatever
other methods you may adopt. Do not miss an opportunity
for studying the Bibls with those for whom you are working,
Tell your members the story of how the Bihle study method
originated with HElder 8. N, Haskell as it is told in * Mission-
ary Volunteers and Their Work,” page 264, If you arg timid
about giving Bible studies, get tegether and praetice npon
saeh other. Study the individual to whom the Bible reading
is to be given, and be surs to present the right topice fizst.
Bee helpful suggestions on page 255 of the manual referred
to ahove. Also gee “How to Give Bible Readings,” a hook
prspared by the Home Missionary Department. But if ne
opportunities pressnt for giving Bible readings, it may be
that you are not prepared. Study the Standard of Attain.
ment lessons thoroughlg, and gearch diligently in your personal
Bibls study for a elearer understanding of God’s Word that
you may he able to present it with force to others. Pray
continually that the Lord will enlighten youT own mind firat,
and then that you may be led into serviecs for Him, Refer
often to “ Missionary Volunteers and Their Work,” pp. 246-261.

E, E H.

The Literature and Correspondence Band

Study the Forious Methods of Work: We shonld ever bear
in mind the thought, that in oider o be successful in any line
of missionary endeavor, we must spend much' time in prayer,
“ The strength of every worker will be found to lie, not in these
outward ageneles, but in trustfol dependenee upon God, in
earnest prayer to Him for help, in obediencs to His word.»—
“ Personal effort for othery
shenld be preceded by mmch secret prayer”— Christ’s Object
Lessons™ {new edition), p. 149. . 4

Reomember, also, that mueh depends npon mammer of ap:
proach,— Christian courtesy, personal appearanes, :fcquaint:
anceship with the literature being used, and persevering, sys-
tematic effort. Amother essemtial is to maintain elose co:
operation with the other working bands of the soeiety.

One ¢f the most important and fruitful branches of work
for this band to do in the community is house-to-house work,
“ Among the members of our churches there should he more
house-to-house labor, in giving Bible readings and disiributing
literature.”— Tegtimonies for the Church,” Vol IX, p. 127,
Yf the society is in & emall town, all ths homes in it ghould bs
visited oceaslonally with literature, but a eertain seetion small
enough to he eovered by the members of the band each week,
should be decided upon and worked in a systematie way. “The
Bible Truth ” series.of traets, “ Family Bible Teaeher,” and
Present Truth, are exellent, kinds of 1ierature for such work,
as they present the message.in its logieal, consecutive getting.
Asg interests ure arcused, it.is well to add such literature as the
Signs of the Times and the Watchman, ' ’

Place special thought and effort this month upon the dis.
tribution of the Youti's Insiructor. Fimst, ses that every
young person in your society is receiving it regularly, then all
of the young people in the ehurch. Search cut any fwhe may
have backstidden fram the truth, and send them a yest’s sub-
seription.  Young people -have been reclaimed by this rpe-'
newed contact with the truth they onee loved. "Seud or give
copies to other young people whom you know. Follow up’ thid”
wotk by asking them occasionally fiow they enjoy the paper,’
calling special attention to an artiele on a subjeet which you®
knpw they appreciate. Place used copies of the Youth’s In..
structor in reading racks, Mauny people prefer thaih to “the'
chsaper magazines often available for public nge. It you are’
not ablé to raise the money for subseriptions which should
be given, make 4 Hst of the names to whom the paper should
be sent, and present i to your church bhoard. A e¢all in ehurah
will often interest older imembors who will give :one or mote
subgeription priced. If necessary, start a campaign for.raising ,
money to-pay for sibsctiptions to the Foulh’s Instructor. Note
the speeial program for Pebruary 2, Be2 alsé “ Misgionary
Volunteers and Their 'Work,” page 217,

The members of this band should ever he on the lookout .
for these who would like to have Bible readings, and as sueh

-

_-porsons ars found theirgames should bd given to the leader of
- the Christian Hepr and Gospel Meeting Band, In this wx
- all interests will Be looked:after immediately, and results wi

soon be realized. Consult often your guidehngk, * Mission
- Volunteers and Their :Hmk;”-‘.a-’iﬁez' ‘pages’ 262’- 86, vy
; O %u.-B.

1y expected of you as an M. V. officer, study the Manual,




6 THE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE

OuR FOREIGN MISSIONS

"his page contains interesting mal:.erinl for nse of chureh eldevs st
. conference werkers jn promoting our forcign mission werk,

That White Xnot

Tur truth is finding ite way into the hearts of tha © Davis”
Indians about Mf, Reraima. Missionary A, W. Cott, after
peven months with thess Indians, is able o repert:

« Our Indians here are learning the claims that the Sabbath
day has uponr them, and that ene geventh of their time be-
lengs to God. Some weeks ago, one of our Indians before
starting en a journey that would take. him abeut two weeks,
came o say good-by te us, Before leaving, he showed us a
picce of siring on which were iied a pumber of knots. He
explained that eaeh knot represented a day of the week, and
we noticed that every seventh knot had a white eord attachsd
to it. By this be said he ceuld know when it wag the Sabbath,
and that he would rest on that day.”’

And here is another test which shows the Indians’ hearts
-hegin to ring irue: ’

% Quite resently Isaac, the ehief of our village here, the man
who buried Elder Davis, was offered soms tobaceo in part
payment for werk that he had done for a dismond prespector
who was passing through., But Isaac shook his head, and
with the word ‘Jesus, he pointed to the sky, thus refusing
what many Indians would gladly have accepted. It is snch
experiences that prove to us that the work for thess ¢ children
of the forest’ will mot he in vain, and we are confident that
the Lord will gather out a faithful eompany of beliovers from
the neighborhood of Mt Reraima.”

Opening the Brazil Indiai Mission

Misgionaky A, N, Arzmy and his asseciates have reached

theiy destination down the Araguayd River, and actually begun
the work of establishing the new interior Brazilian Tudian
Mission:

“We are now at the place we have selected for our mission
homes and school. We have been here nearly 2 month, and you
ean know every day has been full — cuiting and clearing and
burning, and getting out. timber for houses, Our hands blister
and get so gore we can gearcely hold the ax, but we are well
and of good eourage, for which we are very thankfal,

“ The hill we hava selected had a native family lhiving on ii,
but we paid them a fair price for their clearings, plantings; and
some gma}l buildings. These will be replaced with better ones
later on. It is & beautiful lceation.

Wo do not know yot how we shall provide cover for our
buildings, as the palm leaves lave burned for many wmiles,
We fought fire all one day to save our houses snd fences.

“We have three young people helping ns. We give them two
hotrg of clags work during the heat of the day. They study
at night by the light of a lantern.

“ The chief living nesrest us says he wants to take me to
vigit the Javahé and Tapirapéd Indians. These have been visited
only a few times by whites, but are friendly. I hope to
go with him when possible and bring back sore young men fo
attend gchool.

“ We are in the sdge of the lndian country, yei within reach
of civilization. We should be able to train Indisn workers
who. ean earry the message on to many wild tribes where it is
almost impossible for whites fo ga o1 -live,

* Aeross the river from us if is entirely wild, It is the land
of the savage Chevantes, Although they do not come ouk
éo the river hare, I saw the smoke of their fires farther down
tast year. 'The Chirente Indians wpeak their lauguage, and I
hope to get seme ef these into schecl, an they new speak Partn-
guese, and could help s to establish friendship with the Che-
vantes, But ao far 7o white man has found grace with them,
Fhat is why their tiver is ealled the ‘River of Death’ Do
ngt. forget us in your prayers.” )

Meeoting Spiritism in Bougainville

THis largest and last-entered island belonging to the Sol-
omon!group, had for some time been the subjeet of prayer, that
migsionaries might enter hore with the third angels menenge.

Now Missionary A. J. Campbell is able to tell us some of his
experiences, espeeinlly these dealing with spiritiam, strongly
intrenchsd hsre, as with some associates he enters Bougainville
Island:

“The inhabitants of Bougainville are prs-eminently spirit
worshipers. Practieally everything they do is fainted with
apiritism in sems form, Pigs, reptiles, the meon, ths morning
star, the piercing of the nese and ears, the cutting of the
flesh, and a hundred ether things, all have to do with spirit
worslip in one form or another, of course varying somewhat
according to the customs of the various tribes.

#The practice of burning the body of & person after death
has been tenamclously adhered fo. OFf courss we teach the
people the Bible eustom of borial. Ths chief reazon why we

.desire the Bible practice of burial to tske the place of the

burning of the bedy is that the latter practice is so interwoven
with spirit worship and all its heatheuish array.

“ Two weeks ago an opportunity was afforded us of dealing,
in the strength of the Lovd, a severe blow fe this practice
of hurning the body after death. Lavilal, a very influen{ial
man in the surrounding distriet, died. The day before his
death he emphasgized the fact that hs did not desire to ba
burned, but wanted to be buried according to the custom of
the ¢ Seventh-day’ missien. Practically all the people iu the
village knew the dead chief’s wish, but only ene weuld uphold
his requsst. This young man, Tounai by name (he s one of
the twe lately baptized boys), steod stanchly for the honor
of the dead man’s word. Toumnai, by the way, is a stepson
of the deceased chief.

“Tounai eame fo inform me (I was down with measles at
the time) that wood was being gathered foy the fire, sud loads
of talo were being brought by the women te be burned with
the body for its spirit that supposedly would not die in the
flames. With a fever running, I arose, and with very unstead
stops I found my way to the seene of action, I asked the fire
preparers to cease work, telllng them that they must not buril
the body of a man who said he did net wanrt to be burnsd,
I ant upon the pile of wood for & time se that they eould net
proceed, and at length they carted seme away. Rut we took
precautions to watch that the body was not burned at night
(it I8 the custom to burn the body in the early morning at
the rigiug of the morning star). It could be seen that some
of the old women who iere anxfous to see the apirit businesy
through, were definitely in the clutches of Satan.
 “The morning ¢4me, and the tims for burial of the body.
We had now come to t{ﬁé ronl testing time. We reslized t:hn.g
Batan would not give up the fight any teo readily. Toundy
commenced to mako a crude offin, and was later assisted by
one or two, who besame tov ashamed to lock on any Jonger,
All said they would not come to the burial, One old woman
danced before me with an ax, and then drove it firmiy iuto
the door of the dead man's houss, as much as to say, <1 will
do the same to you.! She later made the ssine threat to Tounai,
The latter was hit by some of the men, and & full coconut way
thrown at his head, .

“Then came the burial. The erude coffin in which the deddt
chief lay, was placed in the grave. One man in seeming demon
possession threatened Tounal with -a stick when he was pldeing
the eoffin in the grave. After order was restored, words wory
spoken with the objeet of helping the people to see through,
not only the gloom of death, buf also the greater and more’
appalling gloom of heathenism, to the light and hope offered
through a risen Bavieur,

“ A weck passed by, and % young woman died (both deaths
were eaused hy pneumemia). The people eame to me asking
me to bury her the same as the chis? was buried. 1f the
c}lzef’p body had been burned, hers would have been dealt with
likewise. Another man fook seviously ill—2a brother of tha
deceased chief, and ringleader in the effort to have his brother's
body burned. He told me with emphasis to bury him if he
should die, jeat as his brother was buried.

“This has meant a great vietery for ths migsion, and haa
cut like a knife inte the epixft huminess conneeted with ths
burning of the dead, which it tutn is refated te all of their
other spirit worship. The air hag now Peen elenred, ug it were,
and the peeple desire the burial of their dead, whereas burning
was the order of the day hitherte. I might mention here that
from that day to this 1 have felt mo more effects from the
measles which I contracted the day befobs the deuth of the
chief, _The Lerd works on our helialf, He bears ony prayoers.
Heddehghts tobwor{:, gn behalf of the chifdren of men! Dear
reader, remember before the Lord h53 i
Beuga,imri}le.” i, the spirit worehipers of

Mission Boarp.

A GAZETTE FOR EACH MEMBER OF THE CHURCH BOARD
See that the officers of your church have the GAZETTE.

ONLY 30 centa a year. Club of two or more to one address, 75 centa ewch..
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