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The Origin of Tithing

HO originated tithe pay-

ing? Evidently the Ome

who originated the gospel.
The two have gone hand in hand as
far back as records go. The Son
of God, in compaet with His Father,
originated the gospel plan, offering
Himself a sacrifice for man should
gin enter our beautiful and perfect
world. This eovenant between tho
Father and the Son, we are told, was
entered into before the creation of
the earth. Henee, as soom as our
first parents partook of the forbidden
tree, the promise of a Saviour was
coupled with the sentence of death,
and they were told that they must
leave their beantiful BEden home be-
eause of their disohedience.

The first reecord of tithe paying—
althongh tithes were doubtless paid
hefore thiz—is given us in Abra-
ham’s faithfulness in paying tithes fo
Melehizedek of all the spoils taken
in the baitle with the kings who had
taken Sodom, which involved Lot and
his possessions, Abraham took noth-
ing for himself, not even o much as
a shoestring, hut the reeord says he
paid tithes of all. Fvidently Christ
tanght him, for the Son of God com-
muned with him face to face as with
a friend, That Abraham was a faith-
ful tithepayer, although a wvery rich
man, is evident by God’s record above
quoted, “He gave him tithes of all”
Sinee the booty included all the spoil
taken from Sodom, the “tithes of all”
must have mounted up into 2 large
sum, vet it was all turned over into
the hands of Melchizedek as God’s
own treasure.

The lesson is here clearly taught
that the tenth of all the wealth in
the hands of the people of the world
belengs to God, even though through

covetousness and preed it hag been
withheld from Him. This iz evi-
denced in the faet that God received
His portion of thig great store that
fell into the hands of Hisg servant,
when Abraham turned over to Mel-
chizedek his tithe. All this wealth
helongs in the treasury of God. And
those who withhold it, one day will
be held accountable by God for the
good this material store wmight have
aecomplished had it been dedieated
to the giving of the gospel dewn
through every age of the world. And
did you ever notics the speeial bless-
ing Abraham received for his faith-
fulnesg in this aet of turning over
to God the tithes of the rich spoils
given into his hands? “He [Mel-
ehizedek] blessed him, and said,
Blessed be Ahram of the Most High
God, possesgor of heaven and earth:
and blessed be the Most High God,
which hath delivered thine cnemies
into thy hand” Gen. 14:19, 20.

“The Lord graciously entrusts to
His stewards Hig treasures, but of
the tenth He says, This iy Mine, Just
in proportion as God has given His
property to man, go man is to return
to God a faithful tithe of all his sub-
stance. This distinel arrengement
was made by Jesus Christ Himself.”
—STestimonies,” Vol, VI, p. 884

S0 while the patriarechs paid tithe,
ag did their descendants, the Jews,
the ohligation ceased not at the eross,
for the gospel work ended not there.
The ohligation, yea, the privilege and
blessing of tithe paying eontinued on
into the new gospel dispensation, as
get forth by Paul in 1 Corinthians
9:13, 14:

“Do ye not know that they which
minister ahout hely things Iive of the
things of the temple? and they which

wait at the altar are partakers with
the altar? FEwven so hath the Lord

ordained that they which preach the
gospel should live of the gospel”

It iz as mueh a test of loyalty for
the little boy or. girl to pay tithe,
as it iz for the man or woman with
large emtrusted possessions to do so.
And the time for training tithepayers
is while the children are with their
parents in the home. Well do I re-
member the first lessons my mother
gave me in tithe paying, Among
the very first publications issued by
Seventh-day Adventists to sell to peo-
ple outside the c¢hurch, if not the first
(traets were supposed to be given
away), was a health almanae printed
by the Review and Herald in Battle
Creek. My mother ordered some, and
set for me the task of visiting all the
neighbers lving om the mile-gquare
section where we lived in western
New York., Almanaes were freely
given away in thoze days at all drug-
stores, published for advertising medi-
cines, ete, A health almanac to be
sold for tem cents was, therefore,
quite an inmovation, It teok no Ht-
tle salesman's logic to convinee any
family they needed to buy an almanao
—a health almanae at that, But not
a few brought forth their dimes and
took the almanae nevertheless. The
profit on this toil was te be mine.
And when that part of the treasure
was earefully figured out, mother
inquired what was to be done with
the tithe of my earnings! To me
that was another innovation, but with
mrther’s cxplanations of what is so
plainly set forth in the Bible, my
tithe paying there and then began
and has gladly been interwoven
through the years with my religious
experiences from that day to this.
Somehow the instruetion from the lips
of a conseerated mother earries with
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it a power for good that lasts, the
influence of which connot well be
estimated.

Lt chureh elders, deacons, and treas-
uvers, all church officers, by precept and
example emphasize the choiee spirit-
ual blessings wrapped up with faith-
ful tithe paying. It will be found
that the very same blessing pro-
nounced upon Abram of o¢ld who paid
“tithes of all” shall desecend upon
all those today who are likewise faith-
ful. A worthy goal for every church
the world around would be, “Every
Member a Hundred Per Cent Tithe-
payer” Some conferences have ae-
tually begun upon this very worthy
endeavor, and God is blessing it.

“Every convert to the truth should
he instrueted in regard to the Lord’s
requirement for tithes and offerings.
. . . All who stand under the blood-
stained banner of Prince Immanuel
are to acknowledge their dependence
upon God and their aceountshility to
Him by returning to the treasury a
certain portion as His own—*“Testi-
monies,” Vol. VI, p. 447,

“If the hearts of CGod’s people Were
filled with love for Christ; if every
church member were thoroughly im-
bued with the spirit of self-smerifice
[italies ours], if all manifested thor-
ough earncstness, there would be no
lack of funds for home or foreign
missions.  Our resgorces would he
meltiplied; a thousand doors of use-
fulness would be opened, and we
should be invited to enter. IHad the
purpose of God been earried out by
His people in giving to the wortd the
message of merey, Christ would, are
this, have come to the earth, and the
gaints would have reeceived their wel-
ecome into the eity of God—-Id,
p. 480, T, E, B,

wWoow
Distribution of Responsibility

“In i not reasom that we should
leave the word of CGod, and serve
tables. Wherefore, brethren, look ye
out among you seven men of homest
rgport, full of the Holy Ghost and
wisdom, whom we niay appoint .over
this business. But we will give our.
gelves comtinually to prayer, and to
the ministry of the word.” Acts 6:2-4.

“Moses’ father-in-law said unto him,
The thing that thou doest ig not good.
Thou wilt surely wear away, both
thou, and thig people that iy with
thee: for this thing is too heavy for
thee; thow art not able to perform
it thyself alone.” Ex. 18:17,18.

As we approach the cnd, there
seoms to be more and more detail
work to be dome in and among the
chutehes. These ave busy days; they
are exciting days,—days full of labor
and perplexity., Iivery worker is
pressed to the limit, yes, and some-
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times beyond the limit of human en-
durance. ©Our financial resources have
heen reduced, and as a consequence
workers have been dismissed from
conference pay rolts. The work must
go om, it must not and it will net
stop, no, not for want of men ner
for want of means. In all this com-
plexity of labor there is the tendency
to heap togcther authority, and neg-
leet to distribute responsgibility in the
churches. Ministers of the gospel,
ordained to preach the word, are
busy serving tables, The word of God
gpeaks against such methods, and the
eall is to a study of plans, for a shap-
ing up of the organization within eur
churehes, in order to give to every
man hig work.

==

Special Appointments

for March
Home-Foreign Day Offering,
Mareh 2

Second Sabbath Missions
Offering, March 9
Missionary Volunteer Week
of Prayer, March 9-16
Watchman Magazine Day,
March 28

Thirteenth Sabbath Offering,
March 30
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‘Why should the minister carry the
full responsibility of the repair of a
church when he has a board of dea-
cons whose work it is to look after
guch details? Why should he look
after the Sabbath school when a su-
perintendent has been clected to carry
this responsibility? And we might
agk many other whys and wherefores.

Let cvery office in the chureh be
magnified; let the church board fune-
tion as a church bhoard, and carry on

the Dbusiness of the church, Every
deacon should be instructed in the
full duty of the deacon’s office. The

deaconesses should be thoroughly in-
strueted in their work; they should
vistt the siek, and do all they can for
the alleviation of the poor. This lat-
ter work they carry on in cooperation
with the deacons of the church. Let
the ehurch distriet be divided into see-
tions; then let every elder and deacon
be assigned a section of the field,
and visit the membhers living in that
section at least omee a quarter.
Where a pastor is loeated in a
chureh, he should not overlook the
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office of the elder. In many cases
the latter is more of a figurehead
than an actual officer. The pastor
overshadows him so greatly that
about all the responsihility that the
ctler has placed upon him is to an-
nounce the opening song at the cleven
o’clogk serviee or lead in prayer. Let
this important office be magnified, and
have its vightful plaee in the chureh.

There is 8 dearth of leadership in
our churches, Why is 1% It is be-
cauge definite steps have not bheen
taken to develop leaders. There is
ntueh good timber hidden away under
the stuff, if we will but take time
and have patience to dig itout and de-
velop it, It is up to the present lead-
ers in the churches to train the ma-
terial at hand, and te see that every
office is so fully magnified that event-
ually there shall be a group of men
and women in every church eapable of
cartying on the Lord’s work in an
effieciont manner. Then will the chureh
members he able to say to the min-
igters, “You go out and win souls;
go out in the places where there are
no Adventists. We will take care of
the work here.”

And that involves the setting to
work of every church member. The
field is large; there is room for all
to labor. The lay preacher and the
lay Bible worker arc to go forth and
labor for souls, ag well as is the or-
dained minister. Shall we not all,
conference workers and ehurch officers,
build up the eause by the distribution
of respongibiliby among the chureh
members? WESLEY AMUNDSEN.
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The Home Missionary Department

The Touch of the Master’s Hand

'Twak battered and scarred, and the
auetioneer .
Thought it searcely worth his while
To waste muel time on the old vlolin,
But ne held it up with & smile;
“What am I bldden, good folk?" he eried,
“Who'll start the bldding for me?
A doliar—a dollgr—then two, only two—
Two dollars, and who’ll make It three?
Three dollars once, three dollars iwlce,
Going for three'—but ho—
From the room far back, a gray-hadred
man
Came forward and picked ap the bow,
Then, wiping the dust from the old
violin
And tlghtening the loosened strings,
He played a melody, pure and sweet
As a caroling angel sings.

The musie ceaged, and the auctioneer,
With a volee that was guiet and low,
Said, *What am I bid for the ¢ld
violin?”
And he held it up wlth the bow,
“A thousand f]o!larskand who'll make 1%
1w

Twe—two thousand—and who'll make
it three?
Three thousand onee, three theusand
twice
And going and zoune,” said he.
The people ﬁ?eered, but some of them
crie
“We do not quite understand
What changed its worth.” Swift eame
the reply,
“The toueh of the master's hand.”

And many a man with life out of tune
And battered and scarred with gin,
iz auctioned cheap to a thoughtless

crowd, A
Auch like the old vielin,
A “mess of pottage,” a glass of wine,
A game—and he travels on.
He 8 going onee, he is going twice,
He's golng, and abmost goue;
But the Masier comes, and the foollsh
crowd®
Never can quite understand
The worth of a seul! aud the change
that's wrought
By the touch of the Master's hand

—~Heleoted.

First Sabbath Missionary Service

The Home-Foreign Mission
Field

(Suggestive Program for
Service, March 2}

OPENING SoNg: “The Call for Reap-
ers,” No. 547 in “Christ in Soung.”

ScrlpTURE LEgson: Aets 2:31-21,

PRAYER.

Sowa: “Is Your Lamp Burning?’ No.
48] in “Christ in Song.”

CHURCH MISSIONARY REPORT.

READING: “In His Own Language.”

RuADING: “Providential Openings in
Our Home-Foreign Work.” .

READING: “A Parallel”

Sabbath

REapING: “The Need Was Never
Greater.”
TaLK BY MIsSIONARY LEADER: “Re-

cent General Conference Recommen-
dations.”

QFFERING FOR FOREIGN LITERATURE
AND TRANSLATION FUND.

Crosing SoNg: “When the King Shall
Claim His Own,” No, 864 in “Christ
in Song.”

BENEDICTION,

Notes to Leaders

There are in North Americs liter-
ally hundreds of thousands of foreign-
ers of many nationalitics who ean
never be reached through the mediuin
of the Emnglish langnage. Some, it
ig true, can understand English when
it is spoken, and perhaps ean speak
it a bit themselves, bnt they have not
learned to read it Tf contact with

]

these people is ever to he made
through our literature ininistry, it s
imperative that we have books, peri-
odicals, and traets in their mother
tongues.

1t is found, however, that the pro-
duction of books and the publieation
of pertodicals in such langnages as
Ukrainian, Russian, Slovakian, Bo-
hemian, Danish, Norwegian, French,
Spanish, ete., is very expensive be-
cause of the tramglation expense iu-
volved, and because of the small eir-
culation as compared with the same
literature when published in Emglish,
And yet it is essential that wo publish,
llero in North America, literature in
most of the leading languages of the
world, if we are to discharge our
God-given duty of warning these
masses of forelgners who have mi-
grated to our shores.

Because of this situation, the Gen-
eral Conference is following the plan
of assisting our publishing houges n
the transiation and production of
mueh of this Iliterature in foreign
tongues by an offering taken early in
the year for this purpose.

Thiz year the Foreign Literatore
Fund offering iz to be taken up in
all our churches on Sabbath, March 2.
At Teast $10,000 is urgently nceded at
this time. We sincerely requesi all
our people to be as liberal ag pos-
siblo at this time in helping us to
provide trath-filled literature for these
“strangers within our gates.”

W. H. Bransow, See.,
Bureaw of Home Missions.

In His Own Langunage

BY J. A. STEVENS

N the gospel commission, and in
I the first chapter of the history
of the early chureh, are found two
details which escape the attention of
many readers of the Bible, The first
points to the faet that sinners in every
part of the world were te be taught all
things whatscever Jesus had com-
manded, and wpon their acceptance
of the teaching they were to be bap-
tized. But how were they to be
tanght?—Obviously, in their own lan-
guage. It presumes that the message
of salvation would be unfolded in the
language of the hearer. The seaond
detaill amply bears out such a con-
tention, hecause at Pentecost “every
man heard them speak in his own
language,” Aects 2:6. And bear in
mind that many of these people of
other lands understocod Hebrew; nev-
crtheless they understood the lan-
guage of their birth so much better
that the Lord made it possible for
them to hear the message in their
own language.

Seventh-day Adventists are now
proclaiming the gospel to the world in
more than ‘five hundred languages,
and truth-filled literature iz heing
printed in nearly two hundred lan-
guages. Through the literature alome
we can reach fifleen sixteenths of the
world’s populatioﬁ. “That is why we
lay so mmuch stress upon the impor-
tance of distributing cur foreigs-lan-
guage liferature in those sections of
the United States and Canada where
there are people who do not claim
the Hnglish language as their native
tongue. They may be able to speak
English with some degrec of fluency,
and to scan the daily newspapers
with more or less understanding; but
if they are to be given a saving knowl-
edge of the gospel message for these
tast days, it will be neeessary for
them to hear it and read it, cach m
“hig own language,” as at Pentecost.

This faet could be illugtrated by
many recent experiemees in our liter-
ature work, A man, not an Advent-
ist, had seeured two of our books in
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Norwogian, Not being personally in-
terested in the message they bore,
and desiring to get his money back,
he sold one book, “The QGreat Con-
troversy,” to a Norwegian family.
These people werse Lutherans, sin-
cerely endeavoring to walk in all the
way of truth as they knew it. During
the nexi three years these good people
read the book through three times,
and decided to keep the Sabbath. For
three years they lived the truth as
best they knew it, not knowing of
another Babbath keeper in all the
world, Then one day two student
colportenrs selling the same book
found them, Great was the joy of
this family to learn that these young
men were Sahhath-keeping Christians,
and opened their home to them while
they were canvassing in that com-
munity, Later the family attended
camp meeting and all were baptized.

Such stories of conversion through
the distribution of books, papers, and
tracts comdd be greatly multiplicd if
our churches would earnestly set in
operation systematic work with our
literature for the people who speak
a foreign langunage. The cost iz not
large, and the fruitage will endure
to all eternity in the kingdom of God.

By action of the General Conference
Committee, February 23 to Mareh 2,
1935, is designated as Foreign Peri-
odical Week., Every pastor, church
elder, and missionary leader should
lay definite plans to launch a syste-
matic literature campaign during this
special eampaign time. Search out
the people in the neighborhood of
the church who speak in a foreign
tongue. Learn their nationality be-
fore they came to Ameriea, and then
see to it that eaeh hears or reads the
message in his own language. OQur
publishing house at Brookfield, II-
inois, has a supply of literature in a
variety of languages in books, papers,
and tracts. These may be sold,
lent, or given away. But let every
church plan to do something,

On Sabbath, March 2, the regular
annual offering for the Foreign Lit-
erature Fund will he received in all
churches, A specia) leaflet and offer-
ing envelope will be provided in sufii-
cient quantities to supply every
family, and thése will be distributed
to the church members on Sabbath,
February 23. This need fake but a
few minutes, and will not interfere
with the regular program for that
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day. Every member should be urged
to make an offering, as this fund is
dishursed by the General Conference
for the upbuillding of our foreign
literature work in North Ameriea.
It is hoped that at least $10,000 can
be raised for thiz work om Sabbath,
March 2. It applies on the Forty-
cent-a-week I"und, and will mean much
in winning these foreign-langunage
people to a saving knowledge of God's
message for this last generation.

wow

Providential Openings in Our
Home-Foreign Mission Work
BY LOUIS HALSWICK®

TuE blessing of God has in a
marked degree rested upon the work
of the Bureau of Home Missions dur-
ing the last few years. We are now
earrying on work ia twenty-one dif-
{ferent languages m North America,
and during the year 1933 the evan-
polists and other representatives of
the foreign work baptized 1,227 for-
eigners and 417 English-speaking peo-
ple who came into the message, mak-
ing & total of 1,644 baptisms for that
year.

Few of us realize as we should the
possibilities for winning thousands for
the kingdom of God in this home-for-
eign fleld. Ome of the remarkable
illustrations of this fact is the work
among the Russians and Ukrainians
in Western Canada, where hundreds
are being brought into this message.
This work started a fow years ago,
when an American family moved into
a Russian settlement in Western
Canada, and began to scatter litera-
ture in the Russian language. From
this small beginning a great work
hag heen built up, urtil today we have
five grdained Russian-Ukrainian min-
isters, about twenty ehurches and com-
panies, and approximately one thouw-
sand believers among the Russians
and Ukrainians located in the terri-
tory between Winnipeg and Van-
eouver, This work is still going on
in a strong way.

During a recent Manitoba-Saskateh-
ewan camp meeting, a TUkrainian
man camé to the meeting to ac-
quaint himeelf with the Seventh-day
Adventists, and to ask for help, He
lived in a large Ukrainian settlement

* Secrelary, Danish-Norweglan Depart-
ment, and Miscellaneous Languages west
of the Mississippi.
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in the north-central part of the prov-
ince of Saskatchewan. I'ollowing the
camp meeting, Blder P, G. Yakovenko,
our Ukrainiap worker in that field,
was sent into this settlement to con-
duct an effort, and he found that an
interest in the truth had heen awak-
ened through the distribution of lit-
erature by a Canadian sister whe had
lent a copy of “Bible Readings for
the Home Cirele” to a Ukrainian fam-
ity. Scon a number of people began
to keep the Sabbath, and a Sabbath
school was organized. In Aungust,
1934, thirty-six believers were bap-
tized. A church organization has not
as yet been effected, but these mew
believers in the truth are spending
much time in the woods, preparing
timber for a church building.

During the summer of 1934 a eanp
meeting was held for the Ukrainian
believers in the Alherta Conferemee,
at the close of whieh thirty-nine peo-
ple were baptized. We now have
word that am interest is springing up
among the Ukrainians living in the
faraway Peace River Distriet, in the
provinee of Alberta, and that the
eonference is planning te send one
of the Ukrainian workers up thers
te hold an effort. We have also re-
ceived word that there are many
Russian and Ukrainian believers near
Vancouver, British Columbia, and that
they are ealling for help.

Duving the last year we have also
had some very interesting experiences
in working for the Japanese on the
Pactic Coast. We have a Japanese
church and a Japanese minister in
Seattle, one in San Francisco, and
another in Los Angeles. As a result
of the depression, many of the Japa-
nese churches, of which there are
twenty-one in the city of Los Angeles
alone, have been left without pastors,
and our ministers have frequently
been asked to fill the vaeant pulpits.
Our Japanese worker in Los Angeles
wrote us as follows:

“One Sunday about three months
ago, I felt impressed to attend serv-
ices at a certain Japanese church.
On entering the church I soon learned
that there was no minister to preach
that morning, and when the leader
found out who I was, he asked me to
take charge of the service. I did so,
and from that time had a standing
appointment with this chureh, and two
other ehurches, eonduecting Bible
studies every Sunday, Wednesday, and
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Friday. I am happy to report that
quite a number of persons in these
ehurches are earmestly studying the
Bible and six are keeping the Sab.
bath.”

Among these different nationalities
we find an intsnsely interesting mis-
gion field, Ged is going before us,
working upon the hearts of individ-
uals to prepare them for the aceept-
ance of the last threefold message,
and many may be led to give their
hearts to the Lord,

Considering the seriousness of the
times and the possibility of winning
gouls to Christ, we carnestly solicit
the cooperation of our American and
foreign churches and belicvers, and
ogpecially the conference home mis-
sionary secretaries, to do strong work
in promoting this great soul-saving
effort. Home-foreign bands should
be organized I the churches, and
¢lubs of our foreign periedicals or-
dered. Tvery church should make a
survey to find out what foreign na-
tionalities are represented in the com-
mynity, and then begin systematic
work ameng these people.

‘We feel that this call represents a
great need, and we appeal to our
brethren and churches everywhere to
give a Hberal offering, so that the
literature work among the foreigmers
in America may grow and go forward,
and, as a result, precious souls be
gathered into the kingdom of Christ.

.
A Parallel

BY W. B. OCHs*

Sooxn after the ascension of Christ,
the disciples met together in the
“ypper room,” awaiting the fulfill-
ment of the Saviow’s promise to send
the Comforter to take His place as
their ever-present loader and source
of strength and power. All differences
were laid aside, and they were all of
one aceord, united in Christian fellow-
ship. We are fold that “as the dis-
ciples waited for the fulfillment of
the promise, they humbled their hearts
in true repentance, and confessed
their wunbelief. . The disciples
prayed with intense ecarnestness for
a fitness to meet men, and in their
daily intercourse to speak words that
would lead sinners to Christ., .
These days of preparation were days

* Secretary, German Department, Bu-
rean of Home Missions,
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of deop heart searching. The diseiples
felt their spiritual need, and cried to
the Liord for the holy unction that wag
to fit them for the werk of soul sav-
ing, They did net agk for a blessing
for themselves merely. They wsre
weoighted with the burden of the sal-
vation of souls, They realized that
the gospel was to be carried to the
world, and they claimed the power
that Christ had promised.’—*The
Acts of the Adpostles,” pp. 36, 37.

It was at guch a time and under
such eircumstances that ‘suddenly
there came a gound from heaven ag
of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled
all the house where they were sitting.”
Aets 2:2. This was the Pentecosial
outpouring, which ‘“was Heaven’s
cemmunication that the Redeemer’s
inguguration was aceomplished,” and
that the divine power would attend
their work as witnesses for God.

A great work was to be done in a
very short time, and we read that on
“the same day there were added to
them ahowt three thousand souls.”
Acts 2:41. The extent of the influ-
ence of the work which was begun is
found in the fifth verse: “There were
dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout
men, out of every nation under
heaven.” On the day of Pentecost the
Lord prepared those who received the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit to go
back to their own community and pro-
claim the gospel of the kingdom. As
a result of the manifestation of God
through His Foly Spirit, the message
was carried in a few brief years to
the then known world. The outpour-
ing of the Spirit was not a wave of
emotionalism, or something that lasted
but a few days; its influence was an
abiding one, for we are told that
“they continued steadfastly in the
apostles’ doetrine and fellowship, and
in hreaking of bread, and in prayers”’
Acts 2:42,

God i working foday in His own
way and in His own time. The ex-
rorienee of the apostles during Pemte-
cost i8 to be repeated before the com-
ing of Christ. His Spirit is to be
poured out in the “latter rain” ‘It
¢hall come to pasg im the last days,
saith God, T will pour out of My
Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons
and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visione,
and your old men shall dream dreams:
and on My servants and on My hand-
maidens I will pour out in those days
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of My Bpirit; and they shall proph-
esy.”  Acts 2:17, 18, In the days of
the apostles this prepheey was par-
tially fulfilled on the day of Pente-
eost, and it is to be repeated through
the “latter rain,” During the “former
rain’ men were gatheretl at Jerusalem
“out of every mation under heaven”
(Acts 2:5), and in the closing work
of God on earth the gospel will be
earried “to every mation, and kindred,
and tongue, and people.” Rev, 14:6,
Is it not reasonable, therefore, to ex-
peet that hundreds of people repre-
genting “every nation under heaven,”
will aceept the truth of God under
the “latter rain,” as was the resuli of
the “former rain’*?

There is one thought in connection
with the Pentecostal experience which
is often overlooked, and yet it is of
vital importance. That is, that when
the Spirit of God eame upon His peo-
ple, the question was asked: “How
hear we every man in our ¢wn tongue
wherein we were bornf” Acts 2:8,
The day of Pentecost, therefore, was
the open door inte all languages,
whereby the gospel message was pro-
claimed in power, and thousands re-
sponded by uniting themselves fully
with the apostolic church. At this
time, just befere probation closes,
God calls His church to become Spirit
filled, and to go forth to proeclaim the
last phase of the gospel message in
all the languages of the earth., The
end ecannot come until this has been
done,

It is not hard for the foreigmer to
carry on his business relations in the
language of the land, but somehow
when it comes to religious things, he
loves to think and speak in his own
language, When the gospel is brought
to him in hiz mother tongue, it seems
to find a warmer response in his
heart. Today we see, to some degree
at lemst, an answer fo the questiom
raised on the day of Pentecost, “How
hear we every inan in our own tonZue
wherein we were born?” The gospel
of the kingdom is being proclaimed
in more than 500 languages.

In the North American Division
there are nearly 10,000,000 people who
speak the German language, not to
mention all the other languages. We
a3 a denomination have over 130 Ger-
man churches with a membership of
nearly 6,000, In 1933 the Lord helped
our workers in the German decpart-
ment to add to onr churches, by bap-
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tigm or profession of faith, 691 souls.
Entire churches ¢f Geyman believers
are being raised up, and ealls for help
ave coming from many places in the
North Ameriean Division,

What are we doing as conferenaces,
as churches, and as individuals to
reach the foreign-speaking people in
our field with the message? The prom-
ise of the Hely Spirit is ours, The
command to preach the gospel to
fleyery nation, and kindred, and
tonguwe, and people” has heen given
to ug, and as we stand on the very
brink of the outpouring of the Hely
Spirit in the “latter rain,” let ug be
gureé that ws are deing our part in
bringing this experience to our owa
hearts, that through us the Lord may
manifest Hiz po'wer for the finishing
of His work. On this Sabbath, which
has been set aside by the General
Conference for a liberal offering to
support the foreign literature work,
let us do our part.

woow
The Need Was Never Greater

BY H. 0. OLSON *

THE pieture traced by prophetic
pen of the closing days of probation-
ary time is exactly what we see in
the world today. No historian could
record present-day events more uners-
ingly than Holy Writ revealed them
millenninms age. We know there re-
maing an extremely short time in
which to give the warning message
that will call out the henest of heart
from among all natiomalities, and
cause them to prepare for the glorions
event so soon to take place, At the
paee we have been working, this can-
not be done in the time allotted.

In 1934, two Sabbaths were set
apart for offerings im behalf of our
foreign literature, ohe to be used as
a translation fund, the other in as-
gisting our Brookfield publishing
house to provide literature at 2 price
not too greatly in excess of the price
of literature printed by our other
publishing houses in North America.

At the spring meeting of the Gen-
eral Conferepee Committes it was
voted to eombine these cofferings on
Home-Foreign Day, March 2. We
hope this change will come as a
mighty appeal to us, as we fake into
congideration the great need for the

* Secretary, Swedlsh Department, and
Miscellaneons Langnages Bast of Mis-
sissippl.
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Recent General Conference Recommendations

AT the Fall Council held at Battle
Creek, Michigan, in the ecarly part of
November, 1984, the following recom-
mendations pertaining to home-foreign
Literature and funds for the transla-
tion of literature, were adopted, and
serve as the basis for the appeal
in all cur churches in North America
cn Sabbath, March 2, 1935:

Home-Foreign Literature Work.—
“Kunowing that our truth-filled litera-
ture will occupy an important place
in the finishing of .God’s work and
that through the agency of the printed
page in a large way the mossage is
gomg to people of many languages,
and having been told by the Spirit of
prophecy that ‘many of these foreign-
ers are here in the providence of God,
that they may have opportunity to
hear the truth for this time, and that
‘those in respongihbility must plan
wisely to proclaim the third angels
message to hundreds and thousands of
foreignerg in the eities of Ameriea,’

“We recommend, 1, That knowing
the imminence of Christ’s second com-
ing, we undertake as never before to
arouse our people o realize the vast
possibilities through the eirenlation of
our foreign pericdieals aud other lit-
erature.

%2, That the home misgionary sce-
retaries in the union and loeal confer-
ences take the same active interest in
prometing the eirculation of our for-
eign periodicals as they do the Eng-
Yigh papers, espeeially during Foreign
Periodical Week and Home-Foreign
Day by getting the churches to take

subgeriptions and elubg of the for-
eign papers for missionary purposes.

“3, That the conferences and figld
seeretaries plan for and encourage
colporteurs to go into foreign settle-
ments in country and city distriets
with oar foreign books.

‘4, That home-forcign mission bands
be organized in our churches, and
that these bands work for the differ-
ent nationalities in their home com-
munities.

“5, That a systematic distribution
of foreign Present Truth and other
foreign literature be planned for the
churches in eaeh conference.

Combination of Offerings for For-
eign Literature and the Foreign
Translation Fund.—“In order to pro-
mote more strongly the Foreign Lit-
erature Fund Offering and the For-
eign Translation Fund Offering which
are listed in the calemdar of speecial
days, offerings, and eampaigns for
1935, to oecewr on Fehruary 9 and
March 2, respectively,

“We recommend, 1. That the For-
eign Literature Fund Offering and
the Foveign Translation Fund Offer-
ing be combined in ¢ne offering’to he
taken in the churches on Mareh 2,
1935.

%2, That the ecombined offering be
a part of the Forty-cent-a-week Fund.

“3, That the firgt $1,000 be reserved
by the General Conference for help
on translations; that the next $4,000
be uged for the Foreign Literature
Fund, if so mueh is reeeived; and
that any overflow above these amounts
be asgigned to the Goneral Confer-
ence.”

increased cireulation of our foreign
literature. Lwet ug all give more this
year than we gave last. In all seri-
ousness I must say that unless this is
done we ecannct begin fo meet the
demands of tho field. Trom hoth
home-foreign and Emglish workers,
from econforenee officials, appeals are
congtantly coming in for a greater
variety of literature in languages in
which we are already publishing, and
for literature in languages in which
we now have nothing, Several of our
foreign believers have ecome to me
pleading for home workers’ and sub-
seription books fo sell among their
nationals. As far as funds have per-
mitted, we have provided these, but,
O for means that more of these
urgent requests might be granted!
Not long agoe a good brother told
me that he was not interested in the
distribution of our foreigm literature.
He said he did not belicve it was
read. I read to him letters from

people making a strong plea for
literature and from others telling of
the wonderful results from reading it.
After listening to these, he offered to
pay for. ome hundred subseriptions
to our foreign papers for cne year
to be sent to as many people

A gister in the East who has been
distributing foreign literature liber-
ally, writes of her joy over the faet
that five relatives and five others have
accepted the truth ag the result of her
work, A letter from the West talls of
a man who came to a home and sat
down to rest for a while. When he
left, the family found a copy of our
Swedish paper. Their attention was
attracted to an article ¢oncerning the
state of the dead, a subjeet in which
they were greatly interested. It was
read and reread to several neighbors
with the result that a member of the
family with whom the paper was left
and three neighhors accepted the

(Continued on page 10)
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A Two-in-One Effort

HE Missions Ixtension ¥Fund

Offering for 1935 enables every
church member fo help forward the
work in lhis own community, while
at the same time he provides the
means for sustaining our institutional
work in foreign fields. It is really
noe mew idea. It has been a part of
the Extension Fund policy ever sinece
the General Conferenee adopted the
Big Week plan bhack in 1921, And
thiz ig how it I8 to he worked: An
action of the Fall Coumcil specifies,
“That our pecple be encomraged to
raige their Missions Extension Fund
Offering through the sale of small
books ag well as magazines, with the
understanding that there shall bo no
literature goal, and that each member
shall be personally responsible for the
literature to be sold.”

In other words, we arc to take our
fing, truth-filled literature to the peo-
ple, with a view to gelling cither
small or large baoks or periodicals
sufficient to provide the $2 profit that
will meet the individual goal. In this
way we plant the “good seed of the
kingdom” in our own community, and
at the same time provide moncy that
is so urgently meeded to support the
workers and provide the operating ex-
penses of publishing, medical, and
edncational institutions that weye
built and equipped with Big Week
funds in past years, .

Kaech of our publishing houses has
published wup-to-date literature for
our members t0 gell in raising their
Misstons HExtension Fund Offering.
Our magazines were never more at-
traetive than at the present time, and
the publie is ready to buy them to
find out just what is the meaning of
the times in whieh we live, or the
way to better health, More time is
to be allowed for selling literature
this year than in the past Missions
Extension Fund campaigns. The of-
fering will be taken in all churchés
Sabbath, May 11, and this allows a
period of several weeks for ordering
books or magazines from the Book
and Bible House, and their sale. Bui
every missionary leader and church
migsionary secrctary should see fo it

that supplies are in hand not later
than April 6, and a week earlier would
be better. A month’s time is neees-
sary for tho sales to be completed
before May 11.

Many, of course, will prefer to
make a cash offering for the Missions
Extension Fund, amounting fo many
times tho $2 minimum goal Many
others will pledge larger gifts to be
paid during the year. There have
always been many such domors, and
we expect them to support this won-
derful phase of our world-wide work
as gencrously as in past years. But
those who have cultivated thc habit
of raising their offering through the
sale of literature meed to be encour-
aged to do their very best this year,
as we have sounded a new call to
advanee in all the worid. The last
Autumn  Counecil voted an inereased
Missions FExtension Fund budget, and
every enterprise listed is doing & won-
derful work for God in dispensging
light {hrough the printed page,
through our eduecational work, and in
lifiing the heavy burden of suffering
and disease through the ministry in
eur hospitals and dispensaries.

The ehurehes in North America have
rzllied to each Missions Txtension
Fund campaign with wonderful loy-
alty and consecrated service, and dur-
ing the fourteen years in which this
plan has been in operation, over $1,-
063,861 has becn provided., The goal
for 1935 is $68,000, This is $10,000
more than we raised in 1934, but the
times demand greater effort, greater
saerifice, The message must be has-
tened on to its final triumph, and the
time in which we are to do the work
is very short. This is one more op-
portunity for your imembers to come
up to the help of the Lord. We are
confident that they will respond with
eager service and sacrificial lberality.
May God richly bless you, as mission-
ary officers, as you lead your people
te vietory in this 1935 Missions Ex-
tengion Fund campaign,

J. A 8.
woow

“Ip Christians praised God more,
the world would doubt Him less.”

The History of the Missionary
“Projector” o

Ir was during the World War that
the wife of an army ecaptain took
her stand for the truth, and soon
after the close of the war she had
the great pleasure of seeing her hus.
band united with the peeple of God
and fired with zeal for winning souls.
On being released from military sers-
ice, the captajn aceepted a pesition
as salesman for the Munieipal Gas
and Hleetrie Company. In the coursg
of. time -the -firm offered a prize of a
gold watech' to the salesman making
the best record in a certain time, and
thiz Seventh-day Adventist salesman
get out to win, asking divine help
and promising to turn the prize into
cagh for the extension of missienary
work, in ecase he sueceeded.

The wateh was won, and while the
owner was eonsidering the best way
to dispose of it for the purpose sug-
gested, he was shown a small maching
equipped with films to ilustrate the
products of the Elcetric Company,
which the manager of the firm wished
his agents to use for inereasing sales
by giving demonstrations in the eve-
ning to people who could -not be
reached during regular business hours.

While examining this lttle sterecp-
ticon machine and witnessing the jm-
pression made  upon the mind by the
visnal demonstration, the thought ‘oe-
curred to Ehis Seventh-day Adventist
salesman ﬁlgﬁjt here was a new and
very effective way of presenting the
third angel’s’ message, provided the
right films could b obtained. He
at once decided to take the geld
watch to & dealer in stereopticons,
and see if he eould exchange. it for
a small projector machine, and the
deal was soon completed. :

A very happy man indeed was this
ex-captain, to possess one of the Iittle
machines, in which he saw such great
possibilities and whieh was destined
to become a powerful agency in evan-
gelistic work. Then came the task of
gecuring films on the various phases
of the message. This vequired a great
deal of work, and involved heavy in-
vestment in eameras and other appa-
ratus. But with the cooperation of
egvangelists and other conference
workers, he developed a set of filma
for a number of lectures on differ-
ent subjeets. Everything seemed to
work out well, and then ecame the time
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to meet the erueial test of persomal
demonstration, which invelvod the
gathering in of a number of people
and the giving of the lecture by use
of the projestor.

This was a new venture for a lay-
man, but the blessing of the Lord at-
tendsd the effort, and a deep impres-
sion was mads upon the minds of the
people a8 they listensd to the ilus-
trated lectures on the prophecies and
the signs of Christ’s sscond coming,
Soon other laymen wanted to obtain
the projector and films, and even min-
isters saw the advantages of such a
plan in connection with their work.

The demand inereased until Brother
D. W. Mayse, the ex-captain, is spend-
ing all his spare time in turning ouf
films, and five artists are kept busy
coloring them. Although our brother
still works for the Hlectric Company,
he hopes the time is not far distant
when he will be required to spend all
his time in supplying Seventh-day
Adventist laymen with filmg on the
meseage.

Hundreds of lay evangelists are
making use of the projector, with
good results. In gmall halls and in
cottage meetings the plan works ex-
cellently. Without doubt there is a
great foture before this plan for
vigualizing the message with colored
films. At present there are thirty-
four different film lectures availahle,
and they are listed as follows:

.. When Dreams Come True,

. The Greatest BEvent of the Future.

. Heaven—What and Where?

A Meossage From the Sun, Moon,
and Stars.

. Wonders of the Twentieth Cen-

tury.

. The Millonnium.

. Are We Loading Our Guns for

Armagaddon®

. Satan, Hig Origin and Destiny.

. Blasting at the Rock of Apes.

10, What One Manr Saw in Heaven,

O NS: ;o RN

11. The Star of Beihlehem. (Tele-
seoped by prophecy.)
12. God’s Standard for Measuring

Men.

13. When Strong Men Tremble.

JA4. The Question That God Cannot

i Answer.

15. 8moking, Now and Hereafter.

16, When Human Govermments Tot-
ter.., .’

17. Do We Have a Second Chance?

18. What ‘the Lord Said, “Remem-
ber,” and the World Forgof.

19, The Misging Text Still Misging,

20, Where Are the Dead? i

21. Can We Communieate With Our
Frisnds After Death?

22, Baptism, Ts It a Saving Ordi-
nanee?
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23. The Greatest Mistake the Church
Hver Made.

24, Money! God's Plan for Paymg
the Preacher.

25. Prophets, True and False.

26. The Seal of God—What Is It?

27. The True Ohurch—Which Iy It3

28. Mark of the Beast,

29. United States in Prophecy.

30, Seven Last Plagues.

31, Liberty of Conscience.

32, What Was Nailed to the Cross,

33. Obedience.

34. Law angd Graece.

The films may be obtained from the
Mayse Picture Studio, 3050 L. 8t
Ban Diego, California, and the pro-
jeetor, furnished in different sizes
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and at various prices, may he ob-
tained through the General Confer-
ence Purchasing Bureau, of Washing-
ton, D. C. A diseount of 33% per
cent is allowed on the projsetor by
the Purchaging Burean. The ma-
chine is simple to operate, produces
a brilliant, clear pieture, and is ideal
for use in ehurch, hall, or home, Lay
evangelists and members of the Bible
training classes in our churches, will
find tha projector ome of the most
effective meana of creating inferest,
holding interest, and developing in-
teregt in the truths of the third an-
gel's message, H. F, Browx.

Missionary

Leadership

A Model Church

HERE is & certain chureh in
the Southwestern Union ;which
comes the nearest to representing
an all-round missionary organization
of any one church brought to the

direet attention of the General Con--

forence Home Missionary Department.
There may he many churches carrying
on the game extensive missionary en-
deavor, and perhaps exzcelling this
church in gsome things; but as yet the
secrotary hag failed to bring the mat-
ter to our attention in the same spe-
cifie manner. We sinceroly appreciate
the good letter from the church mis-
glonary gecretary, which enables us to
pass on the following report of this
model church successfully eonducting
g0 many important lines of missionary
endsavor:

{. Home Nursing Class— T wish
you might have been in chureh last
Sabbath and seen our elass of home
nursing students, There are twenty-
two, and as they took their places
one of the front pews for a special
service, dressed in their simple whits
uniforms, it impressed us that hers
was a hand of home misgionaries, to
he surs! Two of our graduate nurses
have been condueting the class, and
they, with four ofher graduate nurses,
occupied the time from eleven to
twslve explaining something of the
work of the nurses and giving a brief
history of the nursing profession.
The elass gave a study from the Bible
and the ‘Tegtimonies’ on the duties of
Seventh-day Adventists toward their

neighbors in trouble and sickness,
This was an inspiring service.

2. Dorcas Seciety.—*Our Doreas Bo-
ciety with an aversge attendanee of
twenty to twenty-five, s going strong.
‘W3a have heen making garments for
the poor, selling artieles of house-
hold nesd for funds to be used on
the church huilding, ecarrying food
and clothing to the sick and needy—
in faet, any call that comes in is
readily and ehesrfully answered.

3. Literature IDistribution.—The
adult members of our literature dis-
trihution hands, are going out on a
week day, as they want the Sabbath
afternoon free for other meetings.
Thsy carry Good News to near-by
towns, and they also go into the high-
ways and hedges and eall on scattered
families in our vieinity, securing ad-
dressea of those who desire literature,
These names are giver to our cor-
raspondence band, which mails, every
week, copies of Good News to about
thirty of these families. This work
will be followed up by personal cop-
tact from time to time, We falt it
would he too expensive to ride over
long trails every week to thess places,
and too, at timss, the roads are nearly
impagsable. Besides this systematic
distribution, over forty members of
this church avail themselves of the
opportunity of spreading the masssage
in printed form hy passing out peri-
odieals, tracts, ete., ranging in num-
her per psrson from 1 to 400. The
brother who gave out 400 papers ia
our oldest memher, up in hig eighties.
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His record for the first quarter wag:
51 magazines, 225 tracts, 500 papers.
He travels on fooi, and he is mot
a strong man either. Hig example
should serve to inspire young men to
greater sorvice,

4, A4  Storytelling Houwr—“Our
‘atory-hour band’ had a regular ap-
pointment with the eclored children
in an adjoining community, and the
leader reports that twenty-seven chil-
dren attend regularly, also a number
of adults, ineluding the pastor of the
colored echurch. Storytelling hours
are also arranged for white children.
Other cars earry owr young people
to the poor farm, the jail, and to shut-
ins, where song and prayer, and a
brief gospel message or story are
arranged for. These are mot just
oceasional trips, but weekly, syste-
matie, well-planned mectings, and our
young people have wonderful experi-
ences in this work,

&, Cottage Meetings—*One of our
sisters, living a mile and a half from
the center of town, invited her meigh-
bors to her home for a gospel meeting,
and requested one of the deacons of
our chureh to come and give a Bihle
study. The result has been about
forty interested people in regular at-
tendanee. Not long ago a woman liv-
ing eight miles away, walked into
the home of the Adventist minister
and agked him to come and sce a sick
man. The eall was responded to, but
the sick man died, and ouwr elder
was asked to conduet the funeral serv-
iee. Through this cemtact, am inter-
est developed in the community, and
cotsage mectings are heing held. The
woman who first appealed for help
continwes to walk the eight miles each
week to attend our Sabbath serviees,
and is distribusing literature in her
community,”

This chureh missionary secretary
concludes her Jetter by saying: “In
the five years that I have lived in
this place T have never seen so much
coneerted effort on the part of such
a large group of our members, Surely
these are the last days, and our lay
members are awaking to their respon-
sibility.”

ve W

“Tye person who has memory

enough to take physical food, ought

to have memory enough to take spir-
itual food.”
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Gem Thoughts for Leaders
(An Bxchange of Pointed Excerpts From Current Fiterature)

The Entire Church Mobilized.

“Onee admit the fundamental Prot-
estant principles, onee acknowledge
that every Christian is a priest and
every Chrigtian is a prophet, and it
must immediately follow that every
Christian ought to be an cvangelist.
The laymen have no right to employ
the ministers to be experts in the
offering of salvation, Every Chris-
tian must be an expert in pointing
to the open door whieh leads to God.
Laymen have mo right to employ a
minister to be their subsiitute in do-
ing personal work. Every Christian
must be a personal worker.

“Now, it is & curious thing thai in
this.important regard most Protestant
churches are essentially Roman Cath-
olie. They employ their minister to
do what comes as an essential respon-
sibility upon every individual Chris-
tiagn, They are willing to accept
the privileges the Reformation has
brought to them. They glory in the
right of imuncdiate aseess to God,
unhiudered by priest or ceremony.
They glory in the right of private
judgment. But the great respoemsi-
bility implicit in the heart of the Ref-
ormation, the solemn demand which
comes to every Christian to have his
personal share in winning men to
Christ, they too often igmore. They
resemble those men who are willing
ongugh to aceept every boom which
Demoeraey confers, but who are not
at all willmg to aecept the responsi-
bilitics which Demoeracy places upon
their shoulders.

“The truly Protestant church is a
church where every member is a per-
sonal worker. KEvery member of a
truly Protestant church is one of its
pastors. The minister has an ad-
ministrative but not a sacerdotal posi-
tion. The whole church is mohilized
for the tagks of the kingdom of God.”
—Bxeerpt from “The Significance of
the Protestant Reformation;” fur-
nished by H. F. Brown, Union Home
Migsionary Secretary.

Epaphras—an Example of the
Ministry of Prayer.

““What a fine pieture we have of
this man in Colessiang 4:12, 13.
There is mo missionary foree more
prevailing than prayer. The great
art of prayer im all the fullness of
its power has beem learned only by
a few., God has His priests and
priestesses who stand with holy hands
at the footstool of the throne, sharing
the intercession of the great High
Priest, and some day it will be found
that these are the greatest mission-
aries of all. The language used ahout
Eypaphras is extremely strong. There
ayre several Creek words used for
prayer, but the one used abomt his
prayer ig the strongest of all. It ex-
presses the kind of entreaty which
presses its suwit until it has prayed
through the most diffieult situation.

‘Laboring  fervently for you in
prayers’ is the girong language used
to deseribe this importunate prayer.

“Beloved, have you found your
vlace at the throne of intercession?
It was the Master’s speeial commis-
sion to His diszeiples, ‘Pray vye the
Lord of the harvest that He would
thrust forth laborers into His har-
vest,” This is the ministry which will
bring workers of the right kind,
which will bring means for conse-
crated bearts and hands, which will
open the deor of every land and the
hearts of every race, and which will
send down the latter rain in floods
upon the dry ground., This is a min-
istry from which none may be barred.
You ma?r be too old to go to the mis-
gion field, you may he too poor o
give much, but if you will dedicate
yvour hear! to Christ for the priest-
hood of prayer, you may bring bless-
ings upon the world that will make
your single life worth a thousand.

“Charles Finney tells of an old man
in Ohio who had finigshed his public
ministry and was laid aside by in-
firmity, but who received a baptism
of the Holy OGhost which took the
special form of prayer for the world
and the work of God. It was hisz cus-
tom to take wp individual congrega-
tions, ministers, and mission fields in
turn, and pray for a speeial revival
to be gent to each. He kept a diary
of these seasoms of prayer, and afier
his death it wag found that a wave
of revival had traveled arcund the
world in the oxact order of his re-
eorded prayers.

“0 Epaphras, the Loxd hath need of
thee. Bome modest maiden, some
aged mother, some worn-out preacher,
gome humble, illiterate diseiple you
may be, but to you it may be given
to toueh the wire that will set the
world on fire and bring back our re-
turning Lord.”—Ezcerpt from “Mis-
stonary Messages,” by A, B. Simpson;
furnished by T. L. Oswald, Undon
Home Missionary Secretary.

The Home Base of World
Evangelism,

“Ton the story of the aects of the
apostles we have a very instruetive
ilimgtration of the necessity of the
thorough preparation of the home
field for the work abroad. God did
not immediately begin foreign mis-
gions in the first days of the apostolie
ghurch, beeause the church itself was
not ready. It would not have been
possible to start a erwsade for ths
world from Jerusalem—ithat church
was too comservative and cold, God
had to start a new center. Therefore
the ehurch in Antioeh was raised up.
It was a mixed community,—Jews
and Gentiles and all soeial classes.
There were some there who bclonged
to the court of Herod, there was the
scholarly Saul of Tarsus, there was
the good brother Barnabas, a business-
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man, apd there was poor Simon, a
black man. It was a cosmopolitan
company. It was not formed by
acclesiagtical hands. Tt had grown up
spontaneously and providentially by
a few gimple words that these men
had spoken one to another about
this wonderful gospel. Thers was a
freedom, simplicity, largeness, and
freshnegs about this chureh i Antioch
that brought them into touech with
the great outlying world, and it was
from thig center that God sent forth
the great missionary movement from
which our own evangelization has
come, and whick today is hroadening
inte the evangelization of the whole
world,

“All this has its parallel in the
chureh of today. It i8 not possible
through a cold, conservative ecclesi-
agtieism to develop a true missiomary
movement. The work at home will
always be reproduced abroad. There-
fore, in these last days, God has heen
raiging up in the home field a new
spiritual movement,—a spiritnal eom-
pany bound together by invisible
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cords,—and touching hearts and
hands in the Holy Ghost to give
their lives to the work; and from
them are eoming, through speeial
self-gacrifice and consecrated business,
large and wondrous offerings, that
have awakened the attention of alt
Christiang,

“People ask how it is that money
can be go easily obtained, and in such
large sums. Back of it lies a deep,
gpiritual cause. . . . It iz hecause
these people have given themselves
and all they have to the Lord, and
have found in Him a life and joy
which nothing could recompense, and
they are glad to give all they possess
to gend abroad the gospel and share
thiz blessedness with other hearts.
The work that grows out of sueh
lives will be a living, supernatural,
aggressive, and wholehearted work;
and sueh a spiritwal movement will
always produce itg counterpart in the
foreign field.”—Euxcerpt from “HMis-
stonary Messages,” by A. B. Simpson;
furnished by E. A, Manry, Union
Home Missionory Seereiary.

Query Corner

Questions should he addressed to
Becretary, Home Missionary De-
partment, General Conference,
Takoma Park, D, ¢. No name
will be published.

Adecording to the action of the Fall
Council of 1934, all members of the
Missionary Volunteer Society are to
hand in their missionary reporis at the
regular meetings of the society, and
not at the time of the regular chureh
missionary service. What should be
done to seowre reporis from young
people who are nol members of the
Migsionary Volunieer Socicty?

In churches where the elass-band
form of missionary organization ig
followed, the band leader may easily
determine who are memhers of ths
Missionary Velunteer Society and who
are not; and all who are not mem-
bers of the asoeiety should be fur-
nighed with a report card, and asked
to make weekly records of missionary
work, the game ag all adult church
members.

What i3 to be the procedure for
gathering missionary reporis by young
people in churches where o Missionary
Volunteer Society does not ewist?

The Migsionary Volunteer Depart-
ment hag a plan whereby some person
in the church will be responsible for
eolleeting such reports after they are
made in harmony with exigting wmis-
sionary organization. If the church
conducts the class-band organization
and the fifteen-minute servige, the re-

ports by the young people will be
gathered during the service, along
with the reports by older members.
If there is neither the fifteen.minute
service nor the class-band organiza-
tion, the young people should report
at the time appointed by the church
for gathering missionary reports.

Please give counsel as to the best
way o care for the children during
the fifteen-minute missionary service,
Are they to be permitted to couse con-
fusion by going to their parenls be-
fore the missionary service is ended?

This has been a perplexing problem
in many churches, and in some con-
ferences hag led the leaders of home
missionary and Missionary Volunteer
departments to cooperate in the prep-
aration of suitable material for a
junior missionary sgervice, to be eon-
dueted while the older members are
earrying on their servies. At the
1934 Fall Council, the Miggionary
Volunteer Department submitted the
following recommendation, which wag
unanimously adopted :

“We recommend, That during the
fifteen-minute service in churehes
where tlie groups meet in separate
rooms, such featurey of the Progres-
give Class work as are suitable for
study on the Sabbath be promoted by
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the Missionary Volunteer Society
leader or the Junior superictendent.”
This arrangement will doubtless elim-
inate the greatest single problem that
hag {roubled missionary leaders im
eonducting the chureh missionary
sarvice,

Does the quarierly reporting plan,
when followed by the church mission-
ary scorelary, ensure a lorger per-
centage of reporting churches?

Many years’ experience proves con-
clusively that quarterly reports de-
crease the peresentage of reports from
both members and ehurches. It is
for this reason, and others, that the
General Conference Committee, after
careful study, recommended that
echurch members report weoekly and
that church migsionary seerctaries re-
port every month.

How are the various missionary
activities to be reported, sueh as Dor-
cos Society, Welfare Sociely work,
ete?

Leaders of Doreag and Welfare So-
cieties are requested to furnish the
chureh missionary seeretary a report
of the society work for the month,
just as the leader or secretary of the
Miggionary Volunteer Society does,
Care should he exercised to see that
members of these missionary groups
do not duplicate their reports, by re-
porting both in their goeiety and in
the missionary service of the church,
It should be noted, however, that if
individual members 1eport omnly ape-
cific items to the Dorcas or Welfare
Boeioty, other missicnary items should
be reported during the missionary
serviee,

The Need Was Never Greater
(Continwed from page 6)

trath, From another letter T quote:

“Your paper i3 exceilent, I have

read it and found it in apgreement

with the Bible. I expeet soon to be

baptized.”

On March 2 remember the great
need of more foreign literature with
a liberal offering. The offoring taken
will apply on your Forty-cent-a-week
goal,

¥

“Having your feet shod with a
cheerful willinguess to propagoie the
gospel of peace.” Eph. 6:15, Modern
Bpanigh Version,
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March 2

MigstoNArY ToPIO:
Pocket League,

Texr: 1 Timothy 6:18,

BSugaesTioNs: There is one phase of
personal gospel work in which every
Chrigtian, whatever his age or ex-
perience, may take an aetive part,
that of the free distribution of litera-
ture. This work brings definite re-
sults in souls wen to the truth, and
it also brings courage and blessing
to all who engage in it.

It wag for this purpose that the
Eing’s Pocket League was brought
into existence.
has been and still is operating in
hundreds of Seventh-day Advontist
ehurches, gtill there are many churches
where the organization does not exist,
and an earnest eall is again made for
the promotion of this good work, The
plan is fully explained in Home Mis-
gtonary Series Leaflet No. 7, entitled,
“The Minigtry of Traet Distribution,”
with whieh ecvery missionary leader
ghould he familiaxr, Every echurch
member is a potential candidate for
membership in the league, and the
pledge subscribed to onm admission
reads as follows: “Believing that the
last message of salvation is being pro-
claimed throughout the world and that
the Saviour will soon appear, and
recognizing my personal responsibil-
ity to tell the ‘good news’ to those
with whom I come in contact, I
hereby promisge, ag a member of the
King’s Pocket League, to carry with
me wherever I go a package of seleet
tracts, and to endeavor to distribufe
at least a traet a day.”

Members of the league find it an
gdvantage to provide themselves with
a small leather traet ease, which can
be easily slipped into the pocket or
handbag, and thus be sure of having
a supply of tracts always in readiness.
Through the Book and Bible Housge it
is possible to obtain the King's
Pocket Bnvelope, containing an as-
sortment of seventy-two fraets, a
neat tract ease, and a badge pin.
The price of such an outfit is 50
cents, Think what it would mean if
every Seventh-day Adventist believer
in all the worid would be faithful in

The King's

And while this league °

digiributing at least ome tract each
day of each year. The regult would
be 19,975,852 traets seatlered over the
worlill “like ihe leaves of awtumn,”—
each tract a sermon in itgelf to the
“one-goul  audience,” and often ex-
tending its message on and on as it
passes from one person to another.

Lel us ever bear in mind that “there
never was & day that did nof bring
its own opportunily for deing good
that never could have been done be-
fore and never c¢an be done again”?
Therefore it behooves us, individually,
to be prepared for the unexpected
opporiunity.

One of the wnion conference presi-
dents in North Ameries furnisheg an
interesting chapter from personal ex-
perience, as follows:

“Recently, while making a trip on
the train, T took from a little leathexr
cage in my wupper left coat poeket
geveral coples of iracts, and pasging
leisurely along the aisle T handed them
to the passengers who were not read-
ing or conversing, simply stating that
I thought they might be interested in
reading a little, while we traveled on.
Then I returned to my seat and went
o with my studying and writing.

“After about half an hour, a young
man c¢ame and sat beside me, and we
began to talk. He told me how once
he loved to read the Bible, but that
diseouragement had come into bis life
and he had lost out. When thig young
man learned that I was a Seventh-day
Adventist, he told of his perplexity
during the years as to how the
c¢hurches ¢ame to be go mixed up about
Sunday and the seventh day, but he
had never learned of & people who
observed the sevenih-day Sabbath; he
expressed a desire o learn more
about what Adventists taught, and in-
quired as to where he eould obtain
literature. T told him we published
a small book, costing only 25 cents,
which would angwer his inguiries, and
took from my brief casze a eopy of
Belief and Work of Seventh-day Ad-
ventists,” which he gladly purchased.
Before wo parted, he gave me his
name and address, and this I placed
with the home missionary secretary
of the eonference for follow-up effort.

11

“Just what the result may be, we
do not know, but the purpose of ihis
narrative iz gimply te eall attention
to the opportunity afforded for pleas-
ant, inexpengive misgionary work
through the King’s Pocket League.
Giving out a tract a day does not
mean wmueh in expense or personal
effoxt, but it is ong of fhe most far-
reaching missionary endeavors, be-
cause of the wide range of contacts
made.”

In churches where the King’s Pocket
League hag been organized, encourage
thg members to persevere i their
efforts; and where the league has not
been srganized, maks this the day of
beginnings. Hexe ig the definite ad-
monition through the Spirit of proph-
ecy: “Let the leaflets and tracts, the
papers and books, go in every direc-
tion, Carry with you wherever youn
go a package of select tracts, which
you ean hand out as you have oppor-
tunity. . . . Important results will
follow.™—“Clristion Service,” p. 151,

March 9

MissroNary ToPrc:
God’s “Helping Hand,”
TexT: Psalms 144:12.
SvueeEsTions: No greater honor ean
ba bestowed upon human beings than
that involved in the divine apuoint-
ment for Seventh-day Adventist youth.
Note the following message sent to
the echurch through the Spirit of
propheey: “The Lord has appointed
the youth to be His helping hand.
If in every chureh they woumld con-
secrate themselves to Him, if they
would practies self-denial in the home,
relieving their careworn muother, the
mother eculd find time to make neigh-
borly visits, and, when opportunity
offered, they couwld themselves give
assistance by doing little errands of
mercy and love. Beoks and papers
treating on ihe subjeet of health and
temperance could be placad in many
homes. The cireulation of thiz liter-
ature ig an important matter; for thus
precious knowledge can be imparted
in regard to the treatment of dis-
ease,—~knowledge that would be a
great blessing fo those who cannof
afford to pay for a physician’s visits.”
—&Testimontes,” Vol. VII, pp, 64, 65,
This instruction clearly points out
definitte ways whereby the “helping
hand” may do aceceptable service,—
first of all to become true home mis-
sionaries, by lightening the burdens of

The Youth—
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parents and making it possible for
them io reach out within a wider eir-
cle of the home in Christian serviee
for others; and then to engage
the distribution of literature. And
note the kind of literature speeified-—
“books end popers iresting on the
subject of health and itemperance.”
This instruetion was written about
thirty-five years age, and its applica-
tion at that time is now manyfold
greater, Today we are confronted by
the greatest national temperance issue
in our history, and every Seventh-day
Adventist, old and young, is ecalled
to stand in the front ranks in the fight
against the curse of intemperance.
Temperance literature iz made avail-
abie through the Temperance Commis-
sion of the General Conference, and
special literature for use hy the youth
s afforded by the Tsmperance Num-
ber of the Youth's Instructor and the
spec¢ial annual temperance number of
Our Little Friend. Thousands of
these excellent temperanee publica-
tions should be cireulated by Seventh-
day Adventist youth, Not only is this
miggionary work of the highest order,
but it 8 also remunerative work, as
the papers are readily sold, 2t a profit,
from house to house, or to leaders of
temperance socielies, school teachers,
and others espeecially interested in
the welfare of young people, Then
there are the iwo health magazines
put out by our publishing houses,—
Iife and Health and Health,—the
most attractive health magazines on
the market; and young people can
work up regular lists of purchasers
of these monthly publications,

The youth of the chureh are further
referred to as “an army” with poten-
tial powers for quickly finishing God’s
work. They are also the source of
supply in the leadership of God’s
people. We read thus: “The burden
bearers among us are falling in death.
Many of those whe have been fore-
most in carrying out the reforms in-
atituted by us as a people, are now
past the meridian of life, and are de-
clining in physical and mental
strength. With the deepest concern
the question may be asked, Who will
fill their placesy To whom are to
be eommitted the vital interests of
the church when the present standard-
bearers fall! We eannot but look
anxlously upon ths youth of today
a8 those who must take these burdens,
and upon whom responsibilities must
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fail. These must take up the work
where others leave it, and their course
will determine whether morality, reli-
gion, and vital godliness shall pre-
vail, or whether immorality and in-
fidelity shall eorrupt amd blight all
that is valuable.”—“Gospel Workers,”
p. 68.

The hoys and giris springing into
maturity at the knees of Christian
parents, furnish the great reserve
foree which must be available for the
finishing of the work; and it is of
first importanee that their early edu-
cation and training shall be such as
to prepare them for burden bearing
in all lines of advance by the advent
movement, COur colleges and acad-
emies have been brought into exist-
ence to this end, but there are many
young people in our churches who
need to be set to work as God’s “help-
ing hand” right where they are.

March 16

Missrowary Topic:
Experiences.

Texr: Hebrews 13:15, 16,

BvgersTioNs: Our text refers to“the
fruit of our lips,” which, it is stated,
is words of praise and thanksgiving
to God. The regular monthly “soul-
winning cxperience” hour is the time
for gathering such fruit, and surely
there is no ehurch that wishes to he
“harren or unfruitful” when the Mas-
ter of the vineyard ealls for His
rightful returns, Twet all testify to
the glory of God by telling of con-
tacts made with peopls in the daily
affairs of life, the seeds of truth sown
through the printed page, the helping
band extended to those in need, the
prayer for the lonely or diseouraged,
or the aetnal resuits whick have be-
come apparent through porsonal la-
bor. All heaven 3s interested. “A
report is borne fto heaven of every
suceessful effort on our part to dispel
the darkness and to spread abroad the
knowledge of Christ. As the deed is
recounted before the Father, joy
thrills through all the heavenly host.”
—“The Acts of the Apostles,” p. 154,

March 28
Missronary Top10: Our Essential
Toolsg—Truth-Filled Magazines.
Trxe: Zechariah 8:16,
BuaeesTrons: Today the regular
church gervice, following this brief
missionary service, is dedicated to the
soul-winning ministry of the Waich-
man Magasine, which is one of the

Boul Winning
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very cssential and effective tools used
by missionary workers as they follow
the instruction in our text, “Speak
ye every man the truth to his neigh-
bor,”

Seventh-day Adventist publishing
houses print the finest literature in
the world, and the magazines are the
cream of their printing art. The
Watchman is filled with the most in-
teresting articles, teiling the world
about the various phases of the mes-
sage of God for this last generation.
Many hundreds of our people are
dedieating more or less of their time
to the sale of the Walchman, and
there are many hundreds more who
could sell five, ten, twenty-five, or
moye eopies eaeh month. Such mis-
sionary work is both profitable and
fruitful.

Many of our lay members establish
a magazine route, vigiting the same
offices and homes regularly. The
Woatchman is sold on one round of
vigits, and the next round perhaps
Life ond Health is sold; and onece
each guarter these same people will be
interested iIn the current issue of the
Liberty magazine, In this way a
regular magazine buginess may be
built wup, which is both self-sustain-
ing and pleasant soul-winning work,
Some such workers have hbroadened
their fleld of activity by deveting all
their time to the work, and covering
several towns each month. One may
travel by auto, bus, or train at small
expense, and if the worker puts in
full and faithful time, a eomfortable
living i3 agsured.

But this serviee is primarly eon-
eorned with the missionary angle of
this magazine work by chureh mem-
bers who will covenant with God to
gell from five up to twenty-five, or
more, each month as opportunity
offers. It will help with the Sab-
bath achool offering and other mis-
signary offerings. But best of all
it will enable the faithfu] worker to
meet people who will become inter-
ested in the truth, Tt will epen the
way for Bible readings in homes and
perhaps for eottage meetings in some
looalities. FEnlist in the magazine
minigtry!

It pays its way;
Inlist today.
March 80

Missionary Topio: Literature for
Migsions Extension Fund.
TexT: Deuteronomy 16:9-11,
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SugersTions: It is interesting to
note that of the three gemeral assem-
blies of Tsrael each year, the sccond
.wag the Feast of Weeks., During this
gathering of the people of God they
were to come with an offering for
those in need. It iy a reminder to us
of the Missions Extension Big Week
plan, that was so successful in ad-
vaneing our institutionai work in mis-
gion lands for many years. Beeause
of the depression of 1930-33 it he-
came necessary to make a change in
the plans we had been following for
some years. For 1935 the Missions Ex-
tension Fund Offering will be devoted
to salaries and operating expenses of
the ingtitutions already established
under the Big Week plan, with the ex-
egption that we are to provide $10,000
to help with the ereetion of a build-
ing in the new city of Jerusalem, just
outside the walls of the old eity.

The total goal for the 1935 Mis-
sions Extension Fund Offering in
North Amecriea is $68,000, in round
numbers. The individual goal will
he $2, as it has been for many years.
But this year the General Conference
is urging our members everywhers to
raise their Extengion TFund Offering
by selling our truth-filled literature.
At the last Pall Council the following
recommendations for North Ameriea
were adopted:

“WHEREAS, The Missions IExtension
plan has sharpiy marked the way of
denominational advance in all parts
of the world, making possible the es-
tablishment and equipping of pub-
hshing houses, printing lterature in
many new tongues, providing mission
schools in whieh many thousands of
children and youth are now being
trained for gervice, planting dispen-
garies and hospitals where multitudes
of pecple, young and old, have found
both spiritwal and physical healing;
therefore,

“Resclved, 1. That the Missions Ex-
tengion Fund plan be continued as an
important feature of our world mis-
sions program.

“2, That the division conferences
outside North America continue to
follow the Missions Lixtension Big
Week plan, including the sale of
literature, as far as is practieahle.

“3. @, That in North Ameriea the
goal for the Missions Extension Fund
Offering be $68,000, the offering to be
taken on Sabbath, May 11, and that
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most earncst endeavor he made tfo
reach a minimum church goal of $2
per member.

b. That we appeal to all eonferenee
and institutional workers and lay
members to dedieate a day's ineome
to the Missions Extension Fund Of-
fering.

¢. That our people be encouraged to
raise their Migsions Exiension Fund
Offering through the sale of small
books, as well ag magazines, it being
provided that there shall be no litera-
ture goal, and that each member shall
be personally responsible for ihe lit-
erature fo be sold”

Each of our publishing houses pro-
vides attractive and interesting liter-
ature to be sold between now and
May 11, in order to raise the individ-
ual goal of at least $2, Many of our
members wili, of course, give far more
than this amount, but through the
sale of literature and personal gifts
the goal of an average of $2 per
member will be raised in every church.

Tivery member, so far as possible,
gshould plan to seil small books or
magazines for the Missions Exten-
gion J'und Offering, and turn in all
the profits to the church treasurver,

13

marked, “Migsions Extension Fund”
Thig will require the sale of sixteen
small boeoks, or forty ten-cent maga-
zines, or twenty-seven copies of the
fifteen-eent magazine, Many of the
children can sell Our Little Friend spe-
cials. Some of our members with col-
porteur experienge will prefer to sell
some big books. But all should plan
to make the 1935 Missions Extension
effort 2 missionary eampaign, by sell-
ing literature which will presemt the
truth to hundreds in the homeland,
and at the same time provide funds to
eare for the siek, educate the youth,
and propagate the message through
our literature in foreign lands.

Speeial information will be sent
out from the publishing houses eon-
cerning the speeial literature that has
been prepared for this Missions Fx-
tension Fund campaign. FPlace your
order for the literature AT ONCE.
There is nome too much time to
secure it from the publishers and dis-
pose of it before the offering is taken
on Sabbath, May 11. Let us make it
a soul-winning campaign through our
Literature, and a great blessing te
the foreign flelds hecause of fully
reaching our goal,

News From

Soul Winners

A Mighty Voice Heard Through-
out the Land

Pagror F. B, PorrER, home mission-
ary seeretary of the African Division,
writes of a recent trip as follows:
“T traveled up from Cape Town on
a Dutch steamer-—a carge boat ear-
rying only a few passengers. The see-
ond day out from the Cape, while at
dinner, the conversation turned om
conditions in the world. I saw my
opening, and at once used it to turn
attention to the prophecies conecern-
ing the last days. I met some skepti-
eism and some ridicule, but managed
to give a fairly good outline on the
relation of eonditions to the closing
up of this world’s history. There
was seated at the table a Hollander
who, sinee leaving Cape Town, had
searcely uttered a word, I thought
he was not able to speak Tinglish, But
at the eonclusion of my little talk
this gentleman leaned forward, and
in a tense voiee uttered the follow-

ing words in broken English: ‘I be-
Heve all you have said. It is strange
that I have heard tho same voice
speaking like that in many eountries,
In my own country I have heard it;
in Germany I have also heard it; and
just reeently on a tour through Fu-
rope. I have heard it in every eoun-
4ry. It is time for us [glancing at
his fellow passengers] to listen te this
voice, There is more than human
philosophy in it. I believe it eomes
from a supernatural souree. I be-
Lieve sl you have gaid, sir [turning
to me], and I am going to pay heed
to it. I am making a long stay in
South Afriea, and I suppose I shaill
hear it again here,” I assured the
speaker that he would, and gave him
the address of our workers at the
nearest place where he was to stop.”

Yes, dear fellow workers, there is
‘g voiee” being beard in all the land—
the voiee of the third angel proelaim-
ing the gospel in all the world in
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preparation for the coming of the
King of Peace. Thig “voice” isg the
combined utterance of thousands of
men and women as they witness for
the truth day by day in all the
thoroughfares and ordinary transac-
tions of life. Thers is “more than hu-
man philogophy” in this loud ery of
warhing and pointing out of the way
of salvation, which is heard in every
land; truly it does come “from a
gupernatural source.” The heavenly
universe heholds and listeng to the
ever-swelling ery, and defeets any
voice which is silent at a time when
there should be a ringing testimony.
Are you helping to swell the cry? Is
your voice attuned to the great mes-
gage of the hour? Let the world hear
and marvel at the ‘“gbrange voiee”
heard on evety hand, until all the
honest in heart respond, “I believe
and shall heed” the warning,

The Lord Works Through
Humble Instruments

A LAYMAN who considers himself “a
poor and most ineffeetive speaker,”
was faithful in responding to an op-
portunity to conduet Bible studies in
a home, and he hag been the instru-
ment in winning one entire family-—
father, mother, daughters, sons, to
the truth. Three other peopls have
alat aceepted the message as a result
of the Bible studies, and are rcjoicing
in the light of truth. We are now in
the time of the latter rain and the
loud ery of the message, and we are
told that “as the time eomes for it
to he given with greatest power, the
Lord will work through humble in-
struments, leading the minds of those
who conseerate themsclves to His
serviee. The lahorers will be qualified
rather by the unction of His Spirit
than by the training of lHterary insti-
tations. Men of faith and prayer
will be constrained to go forth with
holy zeal, declaring the words which
God gives them—“The Great Con-

troversy,” p. 606.

The Laymen’s Stereopticon at
Work

WorkERs in Oklahoma are taking
the lead in making use of the laymen’s
stereoptison, or the “projector,” as it
is more appropriately termed. One
brother reports as follows: “The ma-
chine iy doing good work in the six
cottage meetings whieh I am conduet-
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ing, I just snap the eord on to the
radio battery, or the automobile bat-
tery, and everything is ready to begin.
I am using this method to infroduce
the book “The Great Controversy,’ and
have sold 134 of these large books,
and have made contact with at least
5,360 people with the message con-
tained in this book, as given through
the films. I have been invited to give
talks in & number of outside ehurches
in this vieinity.”

Another layman writes of a won-
derful experience in conducting cot-
tage mectings and making use of the
projeetor, He wriles: “I can hardly
believe my eyes when I see betfween
forty-five and fifty people crowd into
one room to ses and hear, Many of
tlese people never go to church, but
they are anxious to attend these quict,
informal home gatherings, and listen
eagerly to the message of truth. It
is the most interesting work we ever
got into.”

Waiting for the Coming Geod

Ir is wonderful to observe how God
is going before His children and pre-
paring the hearts of the people for the
message due the world at this hour,
In 2ll lands, near and far, there is a
spirtt of uneasiness, uncertainty, ex-
pectancy, which is a most impressive
omen of the eutiing short of the work
of God on earth. Not long ago the
following item appeared in the Ewz-
positor, which illustrates how the peo-
ple in faraway corners of the earth
aro groping toward the light: “Today
in the hilg of Burma among the
Palaung ftrihes are seores of little
homes in which a corner ig set apart
as a shrine for the ‘ecoming God.’ . ..
These places are swept clean, and mo
one is allowed to enter thom, At
night a light is placed in each litile
ghrine, Whenever one of the Pa-
laungs, who live in these hills, is
asked why this is dome, the answer
is always the same, ‘It ig for the com-
ing God! Who this God is or where
He may be found, they know not,
hut they live in the hope that some
day He will appear. As on that long-
ago day in Athens it was Paul’s
privilege to declare umio the people
the one irue God, so it is the privilege
of the Christian misgionary today to
carry to these dwellers in the hills of
Burma the message of the soon-com-
ing Christ.”

March, 1935

“All over the world men and women
are looking wistfully to heaven.
Prayers and fears and inquiries go up
from souls longing for light, for
grace, for the Holy Spirit. Many are
on the verge of the kingdom, waiting
only {o be gathered in”—“%he Aects
of the Apostles,” p. 109, Are we in-
dividually doing our part to gather
in the souls within our reach and to
send the messenger on to carry the
tidings to those in darkness?

The Well Digger Who Found
the “Living Water”

Tue twoe men in the photograph
were engaged in digging a well to
supply water for a Seventh-day Ad-
ventist eamp meeting in the southern
part of IEngland. Through contacts
made with Seventh-day Adventist
young Deople during the time they
were engaged in this work, they were
impressed by the general behavior
of these young people, and the man
standing at the right in the picture
became o interested that he attended
the meetings. One of our young peo-
ple, taking a personal interest in this
Mr., Jones, gave him a book o read,
ontitled, “Faith of Our Fathers”
After reading it and Hstening to the
truths presented at the eamp meeting,
he was convinged of the truth and
yielded his heart to God, Referring
to his experience, he said that al-
though he had eome to the place of
eneampment for the purpose of find-
ing ordinary water, he had found the
“living  water” which satisfied the
thirst of his soul, It was not only
by preecept, but by example that this
young man was won, and the experi-
ence reealls the imcident in Bible
times, when aganother thirsiy soul,
drawing water at the well of Samaria,
found tho “well of water springing up
into everlasting life.”

At the Well
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Missionary Volunteer Department

Officers’ Notes
Prayer and Soul Winning

PERHAPS no more important ap-
pointment has been made for the
youth of the chureh than Missionary
Volunteer Week, Mareh 9 to 16. For
the young people in our own schools
the school year is drawing toward a
close, and these young people will
soon be returning to their homes and
their old associations. Some of these
young people will be brought face to
face with the old temptations. There
are thousands of our young people
seattered throughout our churches who
are facing problems peeuliar to youth
at this time, They are struggling
with doubts and temptations and dis-
couragements. Ag our young pecple
approach vacation time, they need to
be fortified with a deeper Christian
experience. They need to know the
toueh of the Hely Bpirit and to feel
His transforming power. They need
the experience of answered prayer,
which, after all, will avail mueh to
keep them true in times of doubt and
temptation.

Each passing year brings a greater
urgency in the work of saving our
children and youth, Deecisions regard-
ing certain fypes of amusements, re-
garding choice of lifework, and re-
garding the yielding of the life te
Christ, are being made at an earlier
age. This hastening of the child into
the experienee of decigion is perhaps
due to a changed home envircnment
as well as to changed soeial condi-
tions. But the faet iy that whatever
ig to be done for the young people
of the ehurch must be done without
delay, or uncounted young people will
have eome to the parting of the ways
and chosen the wrong road.

This Week of Prayer presenls an
unusual opportunity to the officers of
the church and of the Young People’s
Missionary Volunteer Sociely. It
would be well if the echurch ecom-
mittee would prepare for this Week
of Prayer by making a careful eensus
of the children and youth of the
church in order that they may know
the actual facts regarding the youth
connected with the families of the
church, The church officers, as well
as the officers of the Missionary Vol-
unteer Society, should know the spirit-
ual condition of these young people,
and should lay plans to reclaim such
as have backslidden and to win the
rneonverted to Chrigt. Church officers
and parents would do well in a time
like this to unite fogether in prayer
bands and arrange definite prayor
lists. The executive committee of the

Missionary Volunteer Society should
congtitute itself a prayer band.
Mothers and fathers, church officers,
and leaders of youth need to be re-
minded again that “prayer is heaven’s
ordained means of suecess in the eon-
flict with sin and the development of
Chrigtian character.”—“The Adets of
the Apostles,” . 564,

This Week of Prayer, if it is to
accomplish for the young people of
the church all that God desires, must
for the church he a time of confes-
gion and of making wrongs right, as
well as of prayer. In these last hours
of the judgment God’s people must
be helped to put sin out of their lives
in order that the channels of power
from the throne room to their hearts
may be cpened and they may be en-
abled to live vietoriously.

The studies provided for this Week
of Prayer place before the youth of
the church a unique challenge. God
ig ealling the young people of the
churek to serviee, In these stirring
days He desireg to bring them into
the confliet and use them mightily in
the finishing of His work. May par-
ents, church officers, and leaders of
our Miseionary Volunteer Societies
make the most of the opportunity pre-
sented during this Missienary Velun-
teer Weelk of Prayer. A W. P,

Snowhall Sisters

TurE Bitner Bihle class of the
First Chrigtian church of Hagerstown,
Maryland, is a woman’s class which
has worked a unique and pleasing
plan for some time to cxeellent ad-
vantage. It is ealled the “Smnowball
Bisters’ Scheme,” HEvery member of
the class drew the name of some
other member, and then kept the
identity a secret. During the year
it I8 the responsibility of each mem-
ber to show thiz “seeret friend” spe-
cial acts of courtesy and kindliness,
The plan has worked wonders in de-
veloping o spirit of ecordizlity and
friendliness among the members,
some of whom have widened their eir-
cle of “secret friemds” very consider-
ably.

Hymns for the Service

Your choice of hymns is governed
by the message you desire to inskill
in the hearts of the worshipers.
Hymn singing is the only portion of
the service allowing audible expres-
gion on the part of all the worship-
ers. Hymng are sermons in disguise,
and often touch the heart of the wor-
shiper because he, himself, assumes
the réle of the preacher while he ig
uttering the words,

Organize your prayer bands early.

Your Prayer and Personal
Workers’ Band

1, Lauwnching—In launching this
band in a church or in a society
among the young people it iz well to

.explain to the entire society our ob-

jeetive and try to enroll our older
young people in a soul-winning pro-
gram. Call this band whatever name
you degire, but the literature from the
conference department will ecall it
the “Prayer and Personal Workers’
Band.”

2. Officers.—Let the executive com-
mittee of your M. V. Scciety appoint
a leader and a seeretary for this band.

8. Meelings—We suggest a weekly
meeting following the regular M., V.
Bociety meeting, this band meefing
not to last over thirty minutes.

4. First Meeting——At your first
meeting make a list of young people
in your church who need speeial help,
classifying them as follows:

@. Baptized young people who are
slipping,
b. Young people not baptized who
are slipping.
¢. Aposiatized young people,
Your band secretary should keep a
list of these names and any informa-
tion thought valuable. These names
are then chosen or assigned to mem-
bers of this band, no member working
for more than three individuals at one
time.

5., Working——As your band mem-
bers talk, pray, and work for and
with this group of needy young peo-
ple about this message, their own
Christian experience, and their soul
need, they can invite them %o your
society meetings. They should bring
them in touch with the church, and
place in their hands literature, sueh
as “Steps to Christ,” the Youtk's
Instructor, and traets that will ap-

peal.

6. Weekly Meetings—Pray over
your names and problems. Report
on each experience and exchange
thoughts. Talk over your problems.
If a member finds it impossible after
several efforts to reach one for whom
he is working, let some one else fake
the name. Do not give up until sev-
era]l have tried. As you think of
omitted names, add to your list, As
members are able to take on more,
apportion out, .

7. Revival —If, after working for
some time in this way, the results
warrant, ask your eonferemce work-
ers to help plan for a revival

Crgris P. SorENSEN,

W

“Ir Christians praiged God more,
the werld would doubt Him less.”
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“Just as I Am”

“Jusr as I am, without one plea

But that Thy blood was shed for me.”

Miss Charlotte Elliott was visiting
gsome friends in the west end of Lon-
don, and theve met the eminent min-
ister, Cesar Malan, While seated at
supper, the minister said he hoped
that she wag a Christian. She took
offense at this, and replied that she
wonld rather not diseuss that gues-
tion. Dr. Malan said that he was
sorry if he had offended her, that he
always liked to speak a word for his
Master, and that he hoped that, the
young woman wounld some day be-
comne a worker for Christ. When
they met again at the home of a
mutual friend, three weeks later, Miss
Elliott told the minister that ever
ginee he had spoken to her, she had
been trying to find her Saviour, and
that she now wished him to tell her
how to come to Christ. “Just come
to Him as you are,” Dr, Malan said.
This she did, and went away rejoie-
ing. Slortly afterward she wrote this
hymn, “Jusi as I am, without one
plea.” Tt was first published in “The
Invalid’s Hymn Book,” in 18386,

“In all my preaching,” sajd her
brother, the Rev, H, V, Elliott, “L
have not done so much good as my
sister has been permitted to accom-
plish by writing her one hymn, ‘Tust
as I am/ 7V

A little street waif in New York
City eame to a missionary with a torn
and dirty piece of paper, on which
this hymn was printed,

“Please, sir,” he said, “father sent
me to get a clean copy like that”

The missionary learned that the
child’s sister had loved to sing i,
and that this copy had heen found
in her pocket after her death. The
father wanted to obtain a clean copy
of the verses, in order to frame it.

During a ssrvice in a Christian
church, John B. Gough was asked by
o man in the pew with him what was
to be sung, as the announcement had
not been heard. The questioner was
most repulsive in appearance because
of a nervous disease that disfigured
hig face and form. When the singing
began, Gough was driven almost to
frenzy by the harsh and discordang
tones of the singer by his side. But
when they came to “Just as I am,
poor, wretched, blind,” the wrefched
creature lifted hig sightless eyes to
heaven and sang with his whole soul.
The great orvator, in his impassioned
end inimitahle way, said:

“T have heard the finest strains of
orchestra, choir, and soloist this world
can prodace, but I never heard musie
until T heard that blind man sing, ‘O,
Lamb of God, I come, I come.”

W

GIvE me men to mateh my mountains,
Glve me men to mateh my plains,
Men with empires in thelr purpose,
Men with eras in their brains,
—&am Walter Foss.

Does your society have
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Senior M. V. Meetings

¥inding My Place in Life
(Program for March Z)
BY EMMA BE, HOWELL

Orening Song: “There’s a Work for
Jesus,” or “Work, for the Night Is
Coming.”

SCRIPTURE READING:
35; 36:1, 2.

Sowg: “Help Me Find My Flace.”

InTROPUCTION of the toplc by the
leader.

Tatx: “How Others Decided.” See
page 25.

READING: “‘God’s Personal Guidance,”

Porm: “Give Us Our Work,” Bee
page 26,

Disgussiow orR Grour TALKs: “Dis-
covering God’s Will for My Life”

Poem: “My Own Work.”

Soro or Duer: “My Task,” by Maud
Louise Ray (stanzas one and two)
and 8. H. Pickup (stanza three).

MeMmorIzE: “Not more surely is the
place prepared for us in the heav-
enly mansions than Iz the special
place designated on carth where we
are to work for God—“Christ's
Object Lessons” p. 387.

CLosk with silent prayer, follewed by
a brief but earnest oral prayer that
God will guide each one in finding
his place in life.

Notes to Xeaders

To find a work that we feel is
definitely ours, the place God would
have us fill, is to place our feet in a
pathway of happy service. The very
foundation of abiding happiness is
one’s chosen lifework. The unrest
and dissatisfaction of the unemployed
in these times prove beyond a doubt
that work is not merely a means of
carning a living. According to the
divine plan, every man is given his
work, and life is not eomplete with-
out . There are various iypes of
work; but if we arc doing the thing
we love, or if we love the thing we
are doing beeause it is our duty to
servo in that place, wo can have a
satisfaction and peace of wmind that
is not possible to the drifter., The
degree of this happiness, however,
will depend upen our leyalty in doing
the best we can and upen our eon-
fidence that God 18 leading in this
path of service,

We may work only to earn a living,
we may work for praise, or we may
have in mind service to God and $o
our fellow men; but whatever our aim
in working, we actually develop char-
acter, TIn that gense of the word,
our ‘work makes us what we are,
HHow important, then, that we choose
it wisely and with wholehearted eon-
gecration!

Exodus 35:30-

As a preparation for this meeling,
urge that each Misgionary Volunteer
read the ehapter on “The Lifework,”
in “Education,” pages 262-271, At
least every officer and those who are
to lead out in the discussions should
by all means avail themselves of this
opportunity.

Disoussion.—This is a topie that
lends itsclf readily to the discusgionsl
type of meeting. If you desire to
vary the general method of direct
digeugsion from the floor, divide your
gociety into groups, with a leader for
each group. Assign one of the four
subtopies in the article, “Discovering
God’s Will for My Life,” to each
group to study exhaustively befove
the time of thig meeting. This ghould
lead to an intelligent and helpful dis-
cussion which may he the means of
directing the lives of some present.

Discovering God’s Will for
My Life

How can I know what iz God’s wilt
for my lifet How can I tell if T am
choosing a eareer acecording to Hig
plan for me¥ Does it make any Qif-
ference what line of work T chooge?
Cannot I go into business and stilt
be a Christian?

There i8 no set of rules which will
reveal the proper course in choosing
a career, Thers is nmo one way in
which God reveals His leading to all
men, He works in many and mar-
velous ways to make known His will
eoncerning His faithful childven. If
one attempts to decide for another,
it is possible that he may be mis-
taken, for it is not always clear, even
to the best of men, what God’s plan
may be for ancther.

When Samuel was sent to the house
of Jesse to anoint the fulure leader
of Tsrael, had he followed the guid-
anee of his8 own judgment he would
have failed to choose the one whom
God had chosen. But he was by the
Spirit able to recognize the one, And
80 ag young people we also may know
that the call of God to our lives will
very likely be recognized by other
men who are wnder the leadership of
God’s Spirit.

Although we eannot determine for
another the answer to the guestions
raiged, still we can apply some sim-
ple prineiples that may be helpful to
us in determining ithem,

1. WHICH VOCATION?—Tt does
make a difference what line of work
we follow in life. It is not common
sense to say that a man may spend
his time in any line or in any kind
of eareer, and be just as effective in
his work and influence as hg would

“‘Messages to Young People”? Price, cloth, $2; paper, $1.25.
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be in the special line to which God
calls him. Tor example, it would have
made a great deal of differemce to
Eider James White whether he spent
his time as a halftrained country
achool teacher or responded to the
fuller leading of God. The advent
movement might have suceeeded with-
ont Elder White, but it would have
made a great deal of difference to hrim.

After leaving his home, Moedy be-
gan his career as a clerk in a Boston
store. Common Sense tells ug ihat
Moody could not be the effective in-
gtrument in God’s hand as a elerk
in a store that he was wher ho en-
tered upon his work as a minister
in response to Gods eall Buppose
Joseph Bates had been satisfied to re-
main a retired sea captain, instead of
becoming an exponent of God’s Sab-
bath truth. It makes a great differ-
ence in the lfe of the individual
whether ho finds God's way for his
life.

Not every one isg ealled of God to
follow the career of a minister, a
Bibte worker, or a fteacher. Omne
sixteenth of cur denominational mem-
bership is in conference employ. It
will always be true thal many will
need to support the work of God while
sorving in usual lines of business and
profossion. And though ihe observ-
anee of the Sabbath makes it increas-
ingly diffieult t¢ form connections
with business corporations, ete., yeb
the earnestness of our Christian expe-
rience should lead fo success in busi-
ness, mechanicel, or professional lines,
and give opportunity for exerting a
Christian influence. On the other
hand, every truehearted Christian
ought to be very semsitive to the lm-
pressions which the Spivit of the Lord
may give him concerning his Iife-
work, and not yield to the tempta-
tion to follow some other line simply
on his own personal preference.

There is liable to be a confliet be-
tween God’s way for us and our
natural inclination, When we review
experiences of many of the leaders of
God’s work in aneient times, like
Meses and Jeremiah, we discover that
they were fearful of uvndertaking
what God had put into their hearts
to do. The firsi inclination may be
to resist the call of God—of couxse
not by openly defying Him, but by
geeking to find some other way in
which to serve. .

My own personal experience is
gomething of a testimony on ¢this
point. Often in the conseeration serv-
jces at the Friday night meetings of
the students, when I was in eollage,
I would, with the other students,
stand and testify that my desire was
to do whatever God had for me to do,
and to go where He wanted me to
go. Then, after sitting down, I
would wonder about it, and thoughts
like these would come to me: “Yes, X
think I would go anywhere He wants
me to go. I believe I would do al-
most anything He wants me fo do;
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but I do hope the Lovd will never
ask me to be a minister.” Now the
Lord was not asking me to be a min-
ister them, but Ho was challenging
my heart to know whether T was fully
congecrated or not.

Tt is often truc that young men
naturally incline first to the concrete
affairs of mechanical comstruction or
business. Although i is sometimes
trze that the call to spiritual work
comes in early youth, it is also
true of many that it is not sensed at
first, 8o in approaching this prob-
lem of choosing a Iifework, we must
first of all determnine upon a {full and
unreserved consecration to the Lord,
{Read Rom. 12:1.)

2, THE GREATEST NEED.—An-
other principle we should keep in
mind is that the need comstitutes the
call. 8o often when Wwe determine
what we shall choose for a eareer, we
think of our {alents; we think of
what we can de and what we would
like to do; and we approach it in the
Hight of satisfying eur own inclina-
tion ox fecling about it, There ig
really a differemce between what we
would like to do and the need which
God places before ug to be filled.

Cannot I go into buginess and sEill
be a Christian? Do I have to be a
minister, or go into Christian work?
The very obvious attitude expressed
in such queslions iz that we are try-
ing to attach the need which God
points out, to our persenal desive or
aptitnde. The spirit of the guestioner
often indicates a desire {o put per-
sonal inelinations or abilities first in
life, and to give secondary importance
to Christ, who should be first. (Read
Matt. 6:33.) He who enters a busi-
ness or profession in the gpirit of the
forogoing questions is liable never to
diseover the plan of God for hig lifg,
hecause he is primarily ocomcerned
with following his own likes and de-
gires.

A few years ago one of the secre-
taries of the General Conferenge
pointed out that there is special need
for three classes of workers—minig-
ters, Bible workers, and ehurch school
teachers, The ranks ¢f these workers
are heavily drawn upon to satisfy the
needs of the forveign flelds and in
other work. There will always be
room for consecrated, enmergetic min-
isters and Bible workers. There may
not always be conference employment
for all whe train, at Ieast not imme-
diately, God’s work is affected by
sharp iunrms in ecomomie conditions,
and in times of depression it iz diffi-
cult. But the faet remaing that the
progress or expansion of the work is
largely dependent upon energetic
evangelistic endeavor, and this calls
for those who are prepared to he
minjsters and Bible workers, This
movement itself started with a group
of congeerated workers who gave their
time to these lines without pay at
first, and the work of the chuveh ex-
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panded aceording to their labors, thus
developing other lines of work and
making roem for those of other {al-
ents,

3, OUR TALENTS—If wo study
the work and necds of the world and
our talenls in the light of what we
may de te help the advanccment of
the eause, we shall approach this im-
portgnt question in the proper way.
Some ome has said that it is the dif-
ference belween the thing you can do
Lest and the best thing youn can do.

Then, it is well also to study our
natural gifts and talents in the lLight
of our family history and with the
eounsel of friends and workers. TIn
the careers of thoge whose blood flows
in our veins we may find light eon-
cerning the talemts which are most
likety to be transmitted ic us. We
may not follow the same line of work,
but we may diseover interests and
aptitudes which are & natural founda-
tion for some special ealling, Older
and experienced friends who will talk
confidentially and frankly with us
will often be a kelp. The impersenal,
unprejudiced advice of ministers and
toachers should be sought.

4, LET 0G0D LEAD.—Althugh
the above ways of Jetermining our
career are helpful, yet above them all
we ghould place our direet relation-
ship to God. If we turn to Him for
guidanee, He will not disappoint ua.
As He hags done for His people
throughout all time, He will place upon
our hearts an impression or a burden,
or He will implant in the mind a
definite convietion; and once that is
impressed upon the soul, it should be
fatthfully followed. He may send us
eounsel; or, ag He has done with oth-
ers, He will place before us a definite
call to a line of endeaver for Him.
(Read “The Desire of Ages,” p, 668,
pars. 3 and 4.)

If there is a willingness and a con-
seeration to follow His leadership, we
may Test assured that He will point

-out to us hew we may use our Iives

to the best advantage in His serviee.
Do not be discouraged if the way at
f.irst seems hedged up. Tt may be God
18 testing our mettle. Sometimes
young people easily aceept a group
of forbidding eircumstances as a rea-
son for changing from the clear lead-
ing of God to a fulfillment of a
carcer in perzonzl ambition., Some-
times they are disheartensd because
there are so many obstacles and there
seems no clear way ahead, and they
turn aside to do something else with
their lives.

It may sometimes he necessary to
turn to some purswit temporarily as
a means of livelihood, or to earn
money for further training, but that
should mot discourage or dishearten
him who has consecrated his life to
the Liord. There may still be some
perplexiiies, but they will be perplex-
ities as to just what step to take next

“Messages" is often used as the abbreviation for “Messages to Young People.”




18

in achieving one’s God-given purpose.
They will not be perplexities of career
or consecration, or of willingness to
be led of the Master, Iold on tfo
faith in God’s interest in your welfare
and life, and rest assured that He
has a place for you to serve—H. T.
Elliott.

My Own Work

LeT me but do my work frem day to day,
In field or fovest, at the desk or loom,
In roaring market piace or tranguil

TOOTN ;
Let me but find It In my heart to say,
When vagrant wishes beckon me asiray,
“Phizg is my work-—my blesging, not my

oom ;
Of all who live, I am the one by wham
The work can best be dope in the right
way."”

Then shall I see it not too great, not
sma
To guit wmy spirit and to prove wmy
POWELS |
Then ghall T cheerful greet the labor-
ing hours,
And cheerful turn, when the long sha-
dows fall

At eventide, to play and love and rest,
Becausg I know for me my work i&
est,

—Henry Van Dyke.

God’s Personal Guidance

(Dmphasize the three ways in whieh
God guldeg ud.)

Taern are three ways in which the
Lord reveals Hig will to us, to guide
ug, and to fit us to guide others. How
may we know His voice from that of
a stranger? How shall we distinguish
it from the voice of a false chepherd?
God reveals Hiz will to us in His
word, tho Holy Scriptures. His voice
ig algo revealed Im His providential
workings; and it will be recognized
if we dvo not separate our souls from
Him by walking in our own ways,
doing according to our own wills, and
following the prompting of an un-
sanetified heart, until the senses have
become s0 confused that eternal
things are not diseerned, and the voies
of Satan is so disguised that it is
accepted as the voice of God.

Another way in which God’s voice
iz heard, iz through the appeals of
His IHoly Spirit, making impressions
upon the heart, which will be wrought
out in the charaeter. If you are in
doubt upor amny subject, you must
firat consult the Seriptures. If you
have truly begun the life of faith,
you have given yourself to the Lord,
to be wholly His, and He has faken
you toe mold and fashion aecording
fo His purpose, that you may be a
vessel unto honor. You should have
an earnest desire to be pliable in His
hands, and to follow whithersoever He
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may lead you. You are then trusting
Him to work out His designs, while
at the same time you are cooperating
with Him by working out your own
salvation with fear and trembling—
“Pestimonics,” ¥Vol. ¥V, p. 518,

woow

We
{Pragram for March 9)
BY T. ROSE CURTIS

Songs: Sing songs of loyally and
serviee. Nos. 536 and 319 in
“Christ in Song” are suggestive of
thig fype.

TaLk: “My Master.,”

BrorraTion: “God Loves TUs” No,
320 in “Christ in Song.”

TaLk: “My Chums.”

Pord: “My Chum.”

TALK: “Myself”

Porm: “My Prayer.”

Note to Leaders

The twofold purpose of this pro-
gram ig to help the young people to
understand more fully the great love
of God for us, and our responsibility
to show forth the same guality of love
for those we meet from day to day.
If they realize the importance of this,
they will be led fo real soul-winning
gervice,

My Master

WEeO is my Masterf Jesns gaid,
“One 1s your Master, even Christ; and
all ye are brethren.” Matt. 23:8,

How did e come to be my Master?
Did He choose me, or did I choose
Him? #“Yes” is the answer o hoth
questions, Jercmiah tells us, “The
Lord hath appeared of old unto me,
saying, Yea, I have loved thee with
an everlasting love: therefore with
loving-kindness have I drawn theo”
Jer. 31:3, But my Master does not
draft or conscript His servants. He
still ealls to us, ag He did through
Joshuz so long ago, “Chooge you this
day whom ye will serve;” aud happy
is the man, the woman, the youth,
or the child who answers, “As for
me, I will serve the Lord.”

My pattern in serviee, as in all life,
is Jesus, of whom it is written, “From
His earliest yoars He was possessed
of one purpose; He lived to hless
others.”—“The Desire of Ages” »p.
7¢.  If that purpose really actuates
my life, if Christ, by His Spirit, is
living and working in me, then others
will he irresistibly drawn to Him and
to His service through contaet with
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me, not heeause of what I say or do,
but beeause of the way I live and
love and serve. -

How do I serve my Master? Is
it “gladly, gladly, toiling for the
Master”? or is it “like the quarry
slave, . . . scourged” to my task?
Driving through a Sounthern State one
may see now and them a group of
prisoners, clad in their hlack-and-
white stripes, working with piek and
shovel on the highway improvement.
This i3 ne pafriolic serviee, for love
of State or country. Standing just
at the edge of each group, where he
canh gee every man, is an armed guard,
and the men know of a certainty
that any attempt to break away will
meet with swift and sure punishment.
This is not the type of serviee which
my Master asks or will accept.

Y Teve God, becanse He first loved
me. Why does He love me? Why
does He love you? Becauge He ean-
not help it1 Nob that we are so lov-
able; but as heat cannot help warm-
ing us, because it is heat; as light
eannot keep from cheering us, besause
it ig light; as tho sun must shine
on us, because it is the sun; as the
rain has to water the grass and flow-
ers, beeause it is rain; so God can-
not help loving us, beeause He is God,
and “God is love”

“Ask me nof, child, what is love.

Ask what Is good of God above;

Agk of the great sun what iy light,

The moon that melis the darkness of

the night;

Ask 0f sin what may be forgiven;

Ask what is happiness in heaven;

Ask of the thief on Calvary—

Ask of the One who died for me.”

How do T represent my Master?
Ts He really real to me? Only if He
is, ean I make Him real to my friends
and associates; and only so will they
want to know Him, and choose Him
for their Master too. No amcunt
of argument about Christ will win
others to Him. I like my friends
because I recognize they are honest
and  straightforward, Deeaunse they
have life, enthusiasm, purpose, and
capacities for loyalty and helpfuluess
and service, I hope my friends are
able to sec these qualities in me, and
to like me 2 liftle beeause of them,
If T can intreduce Chriat to them as
just as real and tangible and worth
while ag any of my earthly friends
{and infinitely more so0), thenm they
will want to know Him ag I know
Him; then they will love Him as I
love Him,

What we work for is our daily bread, but what we get is our character.~—Hiil.
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My Chums

For ihe purposes of this program,
1% is assumed that I am a Christian,
but that my chums are not. I have
a real desive fo win them to Christ;
but though they are mot antagonisbie,
neither are they resdy to commif
themselves, They want to ask some
questiong firgt, Can I answer these
guestions satisfaciorily?

“What would it mean to me to bo
a Christian?’ asks one. I might an-
swor glibly, “It means lo bhe con-
verted.” But what ig convergion? I
% twrning aboul from our present
coursc to another gourge. It involves
more than being baptizcd and at-
tending church; more than paying
tithe and giving to missions, What
would I have to stop doing in order
to be a Chrigtian? That will be dif-
ferent for every individual, of coursa.
The tcn commandments give a skele-
ton outling of the things we should
not do; each person must cover the
outline with the flesh-and-blood things
which are his own “pet sins,” but
which he must—and will want to—
stop dolng if he is to be a Christian.

Ifow much do I want to be a
Chrigtian® is the real question i{hzb
must be considered and angwered by
the one who thinks he wanis to be
a Christian, Is he willing to pay the
priee? For let none be deceived into
thinking it does not cost to be a
Christian. I doeg. Tho cost is real;
nevertheless, the compensation, or re-
ward, far outweighs the cost,

A yprize fighter who worked in a
mine hecame converted to Christ. Not
long afterward a fellow miner became
angry on some pretext, and struck him
in the face with his fist. A few days
earlier sneh action would have precipi-
tated a fight on the spot. Buf now
the Christian prize fighter clenched his
fists, breathed » prayer for help, and
said quietly, “May God forgive you,
as I do.” The man was astonished,
but without a word he passed to his
plage in the mine, A few days later
he eame to the converied prize, fighter
and said, “I should Iike fo be a
Chrigtian like you, Will you show me
how 8

The prize fighter wanted to be 2
Christian enough to take a blow in
the face and not strike back. That
took more courage, and surely more
grace, than to retaliate. How much
do you want to be a Christian?

The Church Officers’® Gazette

Enough to leave off the things Christ
does not want in your life$ Enough
to do what He wants you to do?
Well, what must I do to he a Chris-
tian? The apostle Paul told the
jailer, “Believe on the Lord Jesus
Chrigt, and thou shalt be saved.” We
are told that the devils believe and
tremble; but thai does not make them

Christisns,. We must belteve with
our Hves. “Belief accepts; faith
acts.” To trust and obey is faith.

“Bring forth therefore fruits meet
for repemtance,” is John’s instruetion
to cvery one who would be a Chris-
tian, “If thou bring thy gift to the
altar, and there rememberest that thy
brother hath ought against thee;
leave there thy gift before the altar,
and go thy way; first be roconciled
to thy brother, and then come and
offer thy gift.” Maft. 5:23, 24, One
cannot sieply say, “I'm sorry I owe
that man money, but now FII accept
Chrigt and forget all about it.” He
must do ali he can to make right every
wrong, before hiz gift of himself is
acceptable, The same Spirvit that
persuaded him to wan? to be a Chris-
tian will givo him grace toe make
wrongs right and reaily to be Christ-
like.

No one can be o secret Christian,
One eannot say, “YT'm o Christian, hut
'l net say anything about i, for
the crowd might poke fun” The
only way is to make open and fres
confesgion by word and aet. Peter's
answer bo the guestion, “What shall
we do?’ was, “Repent, and be bap-
tized every one of you in the name of
Jesug Christ for the remission of
sing.” Baptism is the Christian’s oath
of allegiance, the Christian soldier’s
uniform.

“Yog,” you say, “even with all the
cost, T want to be a Chrigtian, Il
aceept Him, confess Him, be hap-
tized; then all thig struggle will be
over—then all will be samooth going.”
Not at ail. Satan does not give up
his elaim omn any soul just because
that goul disclaims him. He redoubles
his effords to reclaim the one who
has gone to the side of Cheist
“Wherefore Iet him thai thinketh he
standeth take heed lest he fall, There
hath no temptation takon you but
such as iz common t0 man: but God
i¢ faithful, who will not suifer yon
to be tempted above that ye are
able; but will with the temptation
also make a way to egeape, that ye
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may be able to bear it.” 1 Cor, 10:

12, 13,

“A. Christian is

A mind through which Christ thinks;
A heart ibrough which Chrst loves;
A veoice through which Chris{ speaks ;
A hand through which Christ helps:
A goul through which Christ Hves.”
Do you want to be a Christian like

that? If you do met, are you sure

vou want to be a Chrigbian at all?

Do you want to be & Chrigtian enoungh

to leb Chrigt think, love, speak, help,

and HLive through yout

My Chum

IIu stoed at ihe cressroads all alone,
With 1he sunrise in his face;
He had ne fear for ithe path unknown,
He was set for a manly race.
Bui the road stretched east, and the
road stretehed west;
There was no one to tell him which way
was the hest.
8¢ my chwn turned wrong and wenf
down and down,
TIll he lost the race and the victor's
crown,
Aud fell at last in an ugly snare,
Decause ]éﬁ one stood at the crossroads
ere,

Another chum on apother day,
At the seifsame crossroads stood ;
He paused a momeni {o choose the way
That would lead {0 the greater good.
And the road stretched east, and the
road gtretched west.
But T was there to show him the best;
So my chum turned right, and went on

and on,
Till he won the race and the vietor's

Crown |
IIe came ai jast to the mapsions fair,
Decause T slood at the crossroads there.

Slnce {hen I have raiged a dally prayer
That I boe kept faithfully standing there,
To warn the rupners as they come,
And save my own or another’s chum.

—Author Unknown.

Myself

I am a Christian. My friends and
agsociates kmow that T am a Chrigtian,
I am proud and happy to he a Chrig-
tian. T have not tried to hide my
light under a hushel, But thig ques-
tion T read the other day—“Have you
ever won a goll to Jesus¥$”’—has rung
and rung in my mind and heart ever
sinee. I do not krow that I have.
If T have not, why have I not$% Some
of my chums are not Christians—ox
at least I do not know that they ave.
What is my respongibility toward
them? How shall I go ahout winning
them to Christ?

Can I honestly and conscientiously
agk them to be Chrigtians ag I am a
Christian? X may be the only Bible
some of them know., What do they
see in my life? What shouid be there
for them to sece? Paul wrote to the
Corinthiang, “Examine vyourselves,
whether ye be in the faith; prove
Your own szelves” 2 Cor, 13:5. If
my life is not Christlike, it is of no

Whatever we can do best that needs to be done most, that is our task.
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use for me talk to my chums about
beeoming Chrigtians, for they eould
angwer me, “What you are thunders
$0 in our ears we ean’t hear what you
say.”

“The strongest argument in favor
of the gospel is a loving and lovable
Christian, "—“Ministry of Healing,”
p. 470

Two girls were speaking of the rela-
tive merits of two mutual friends,
both of whom were fine girls, pleas-
ant to every one, yet who were differ-
ent from each other. Tinally Betty
put it into werds: “I think Frances
i niece beeause she wants people fo
like her; Hilary is niece because she
likos people!” “Yes” sald Margarvef,
“that’s what I think. And isn’t—
isn’t Hilary’s way almost the defini-
tion of a Christian? I mean, a Chris-
tian is interested in something bigger
than himself. Frances just thinks of
everything according to how it af-
focts her. Hilary is the best Chris-
tian I know, because she is a Chris-
tian in all the liftle things.”

"What g Chrlstlabity?
In the bome, It ls kindness;

In buginesg, it is honesty;

In goclety, It is courtesy;

In work [and playl, it ig falrness;

Toward the unfortunate, It ig pity;
Toward the weak, It 1s help;
Toward the wicked, It ls resistance;
Toward the strong, it Is trust;

Toward the penitent, it lg forgiveness
Toward the fortunate, it ls congratula-

tion ;
Toward God, It i8 reverence and iove.”

The story of Mary, as told by 3 D.
Gordon in hiz hook “Quiet Talks on
Power,” pages 79, 80, makes me feel
the insistsnece of my responsibility
for my chums. I am determined so to
live that those whoe kuow me, but
do not know Christ, will want to know
Him hecause they kmow me, DBut I
ghall not leave it there; by His grace
P11 ask them. It’'s no good to ask
them, unless they see the life of
Christ in my life; on the other hand,
howevsr much of His life they may
see in me, they are not likely to ask
ms to bring them to Christ. I must
be “a voiee through which Christ
spenks,” ag well ag “a soul through
which Chriet lives.”

My Prayer
Ou, turn me, mold me, meilow me for
use,
Pervade my belng with Thy vital force,
That this else inexpresslve llfe of mine

May¥ became eloquent and ful of power,
Impregnated with llfe and strength

ivine, .

Put the bright toreh of heayen inte my
an

That X may' carry it aloft

And win the eye of weary wanderers
here helow
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To gulde thelr feet Into the pathsy of
peace,

I cannot raige the dead, .

Nor from thig soul pluck precious dusi,

Nor bid the sleeper walke,

Nor still the storm, nor hend the llght-
nlng hack,

Nor mufile up the thunder,

Nor bid the chains fall from off crea-
tlon's long-enfetiercd [immbs.

But Y can llve a llfe that lells on other

Ilves,
And makes thls world less fuil of
anguish and of pain

A life that, like the pebble éroppEG upen

1e sca,

Hends its wlde elreles to 2 hundred
shores,

May such a life be mine.

Creator of true life, Thysel? Lhe life
Thou glvest,

Glve Thyself, that Thou mayest dwell
in me, and Y in Thee,

—Horatius Bonar,

oW

Girding for Victory
{Program for March 16)

BY ALFRED W. PETERSON

Sones: Nos, 508, 400, 507, in “Christ
in Song.”

SCRIPTURE  READING
Ephesians 6:10-18.

TarLk: “Preparation of Body, Mind,
and Spirit.”

DiscussioNn ok Spupy: “Things That
Destroy Faith and Bring Defeat.”

Reomrarion : “By the Faith of the Son
of God.”

QUESTIONE AND ANSWERs: “Devslop-
ing Strength for Vietory.”

READING: “Promises to the Over-
comer.”

RecrearioN or READING: “The Mag-
ter’s Touch.”

Notes to Leaders

Bvery soclety meeting is a chal-
lenge to the leader, for each meeting
may be made a splendid opportunity
to promote learning., That is, the
meeating provides an opportunity for
members to gain a elearer under-
standing of some principle, to acquire
some bit of knowledge, to receive a
larger visfon, or to acquire some skill
—skill in singing, in drawing, in
organizing material, in speaking, in
reading, etc.—and to gain an experi-
ence in spiritual exerelse.

Learning always aecompanies ac-
tive participation, and the one re-
gponsible for the program, therefore
will aim to secure in the excreises of
the society as wide a participation as
possible on the part of the members
in the answering of questions, in the
diseussion of topies, in the reading of
references, and -wherever possible,
Pariieipation will be freer if those
to whom parts are assigned are given
ample time in which to make adequate
preparation.

In preparing for the discussional
phase of the program it might be well
to agk certain mdividuals to prepare
to discuss definite topics. In the dis-
cussions a spirit of candor and free-
dom should be encottraged. The dis-
cusgions should be Jed to center
around basie prineiples which underlie

N CONCERT:
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the problem. The object of a round-
table disenssion is to make evident
the reasonableness of Christian con-
duct, and to make elear the princi-
ples which should guide the Christian
in making his decisions, Nothing ie
go reasonahle as right; and on the
other hand, nothing is so unmasonable
and illogieal, when viewed in the light
of eternity, as wrong., In concluding
any discussional period the leadsr
should make a brief summary of the
prineiples developed which may guids
in a correct solution of the problem.
Disoussion or Study: If 1t is de-
cided to conduct a discussional period,
it would be well to choose two related
topies in this part and ecenter upon
them for discussion. If it ig thought
best te use this as a study, it is sug-
gosted that the fopies of this part
be assigned to various persons, each
of whem will show how the thing
mentioned in his topic destroys faith.
In the topic, “Developing Strength
for Vietory,” the ome leading out
should ask various omes to prepare
short, pointed answers to the gues-
tions, by following the line of thought
suggosted for the answers aud by en-
larging upon the thought from their
own study. Not over iwo minutes
should be allowed for each answer,

Preparation of Body, Mind, and
Spirit

EVERY young person yearns for the
strength and ability to make real in
his own experience the ideals and aspi-
rations of his inmost thoughts. We
all cravs vietory in—

1. Our struggle to achieve that
gplendid destiny to which God is eall-
ing us.

2, Our struggle with temptation
and discouragement,

Vietory implies struggle, econflict,
combat. Our foe, Satan, reaches us
through the unsurrendered sin in our
own hearts. Satan is a foeman whose
long experience in temptimg man to
gin has made him cerafty beyond eom-
pare. It is his studied purpose to dis-
cover and play upon the weaknesses
of our hearts, and to diseourage us
with the apparent hopelessness of the
struggle.

“It is Safar’s work to fill men’s
hearts with doubt”~—*The Desire of
Ages,” p. 856, ‘“Satan is exulfant
when he ean lead the children of God
into unbelief and despondency. He
delights to see us mistrusting God,
deubting His willingness and power
te save us”—“Steps to Christ” p.
116, pocket edition.

Though Satan is crafty, his power
ig limifed. “SBatan cannot read our
thoughts, but hs ean see our actions,

“Soctal Plans for Missionary Volunteers” will aid you in carrying on your recreations. Price, 73 cents.
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hear our words; and from his long
knowledge of the human family, he
ean ghape hig tempiations to take ad-
vantage of our weak points of char-
acter.—“Messages,” p. 328.

In this struggle we may take cour-
age. “The tempter can never eompel
us to do evil. Fe cannot confrol
minds unless they are yielded to his
control. The will must consent, faith
mugst let go its hold apon Christ, be-
fore Satan can exercise his power
upon us'—“The Desire of Ages,” p.
125, “So long as we do not consent
to sin, there i3 no power, whether
human or satanie, that can bring
a gtain upon the soul.”—"Mount of
Blegsing,” p. 8.

“Beeause of the increasing power
of Satan’s temptations, the times in
which we live are full of peril for
the children of God.”—“Counsels to
Teachers,” p, 822 (italics ours). In-
creased peril requires increased wateh-
fulness, We must be thoroughly pre-
pared. Thig preparation imvolves:

1, The development and mainte-
nanee of a sgound body, Many of
Satan’s tempiations are aimed at
weakening our bodies.

2, The educating of the mind—the
geting of a thoroughgoing Christian
education, the discovery and appro-
priating inte the life of those prin-
cipley which will enable the individual
to choose wisely., No life can he
bigger, or better, or stronger than the
principles that are built inte it
“Strength of character consists of
two thingg—power of will and
power of self-control.”—'Counscls to
Teachers,” p. 222, A gtrong man ig
one who is able to think his way
through the confusion of life about
him and discover the right way for
him te take; and having discovered
the way, he has the courage to take
it and will not be turned from it by
any bardship or discouragement,

3. The letting go of sin, and the
taking of Christ into the life, Having
ungurrendered sin in the life is like
harhoring a traitor, In a crisis the
heart will be betrayed, “My strength
is ag the stremgth of ten, heeause my
heart is pure” Sin separates us
from the Source of power. (Read
Tsa. 59:1, 2.)

The greatest step toward vietory is
the surrender of the heart to Chris,
the giving up of every known sin.
“When the soul surrenders itself to
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Christ, a new power fakes possession
of the new heart. A change is
wrought whieh man can never ae-
eomplish for himself. It iz a suaper-
natural work, bringing a supcrnatural
element into human nature. The goul
that is yielded to Christ, becomes
His own fortress, which He holds in
a revotted world, and He intends that
no authority ghall be known in it but
His own. A soul thus kept in pos-
sesslon by the heavenly ageneies, is
imypregnable to the assaults of Satan.”
—T'he Desire of Ages,” pp, 323, 324,

When 1ibe soul arrays itself on the
side of Christ, it becomes invineible.
“Thanks be to God, which giveth us
the vietory through our Liord Jesus
Christ,” 1 Cor, 15:567,

Each temptation is.an opportunity
for choice, and strenglh of character
resulls from the exercige of decision.
But no thoughtful Christian will will-
fully expose himself io templation, be-
cause “if we venture on Satan’s
ground, we have mno assurance of
protection from his power, 8o far
as in mny lies, we should close every
avenue by which the tempter may
find aceess to uns—“Mount of Bless-
ing,” p. 1%1. DBut when God permiis
temptation to come to us, we know
that “there halh no temptation taken
you but such as is eommon to man:
but God ig faithful, whoe will not guf-
fer you to be tempted above that
ye are able; but will with the fempta-
tion also makc a way to escape, that
ye may he able to bear it.” 1 Cor
10:13.

Promises to the Overcomer

1. To eat of the tree of life. Rev.
2:7,
2, Shall not be hurt of the second
death. Rev. 2:11,

3. To eat of the hidden manna,
Rev, 2:17,

4, To ho given a white stone and
a new name, Rev. 2:17,

5. To he given power to rule the
nations. Rev, 2:26.

6. To bo given the morning star.
Rev. 2:28.

7. Tao be clothed in white raiment.
Rev. 3:0.

8. To have his name retained in
the hook of life. Rev. 3:5.

9, To have kis name confessed be-
fore (God and His angels. Rev. 3:5.

10. To bhe made a pillar in the
temple of God. Rev. 3:12.

11, To he sealed with the name of
God. Rev, 3:12,

12, Te sit witit Christ in His throne.
Rev, 3:21,

13, To Rev.
21:7.

inherit all things.
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Things That Destroy Faith and
Bring Defeat

1, WorLDLY cducation. How does
worldly education destroy faith$
“Counscls to Teaehers,” p, 377, par,
2; p. 378, sentenee 1.

2, Worldly amusements. What ia
Satan’s policy? “Counsels to Feach-
ers,” p. 325, par. 2. What about
dancing? “Messages,” p. 300, par, 1,
‘What about eards? Id., p. 379, last

par, What about the theafer, in-
cluding the movies? Id.,, p. 380,
par, 2. ’

3. The wrong kind of reading.

What residue of experience is left in
the mind from the wrong kind of
reading? “Counsels to Teachers,” p.
383; “Patriarche and Prophets,” p.
459, par, 2.

4, The wrong erowd. Iow do asgo-
ciations influence our attitudes and
ideals? “Counsels to Teachers,” p. 220,
par. 8; p. 221, par. 1; “Messages,” p.
366, last par.; “Patriarchs and Proph-
ets,? p. 459, top.

5. Expresging doubt. How does ex-
pression react upon the mind? “The
Desire of Ages” p. 323, par. 1;
“Steps to Christ,” p, 119, par. 1,
pocket edition,

6. Worldly dress.
359, pars, 1, 2,

7. Insincerity, Xow does the in-
gineere person weaken himself¢ “Pa-
trigrchs and Propbets,” p. 404, par. 2,

On the other hand, what will clothe
a person with a power whieh ig irre-
sistible? “Integrity, firmuness, and
pergeverance are qualities that all
should seek earnestly to cultivate; for
they clothe the pozsessor with a power
whieh is irresistible,—a power which
makes kim strong to do good, strong
to resist evil, strong to hear adver-
sity *—“Messages,” p. 416.

“Messages,” p.

By the Faith of the Son of God

T rL1vE no longer : crucified am I;
My sinful self outstretehed upon His

cross,
Yet liveth He in me, the Christ, whe
cannot die, A
And is;o the death of self s gain, not
088,

tempie throbs with rich

€

This Indweit
new life .
Coursing unhindered through its every

part; .
Gone are the heartache, weariness, and

strife,
While peace and joy fili ail the cham-
berg of my heart.
—Charles F. Sheldon,

Developing Strength for Victory

“THROUGH the right exercise of the
will, an entire change may be made in
your life. By yielding up your will
to Christ, you ally vourself with the
power that ig above all principalities
and powers. You will have strength
from above to hold you steadfast, and
thug fhrough constant surrender to
God you will be enabled to live the
new rife, even the life of faith”—
“Steps to Christ)” p. 48, pockel edi-
thon (italics ours),

Do not STOP to decide; go AHEAD to decide.
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“This ig the vietory that overcometh
the world, even our faith,” 1 John
5:4. Thero ean be no vietory without
faith. “Faith is the clasping of the
hand of Christ in every emergeney.”—
“Gospel Workers,” p. 268.

The questions and answers given
below, point the way to the develop-
ment of a faith and power which will
make vietory ecertain.

1, How is faith nowrished?

Answer—As a plant grows beeause
of being rooted in rieh seil, so faith
grows when it is nomrished by the
word. (Ses “Ldueation,” p. 2563, par.
3.) To enecurage a daily meditation
upon God’s word the Missionary Vol-
untaer Department reeommends the
Morning Watch and the Bible Year,

2. Is acquaintance with God related
to faith?

Ans—The praectice of prayer is the
fine art of becoming acquainted with
God., “Prayer is the key in the hand
of faith to unloek heaven’s storehouse,
where are treasured the boundless re-
sourges of Omuipotence.—“Steps to
Christ,” p. 95, pocket edition,

3. What is @ mighty shield against
tomplation?

Ans~—“Ag a shield from temptation
and an ‘ingpiration to purity and
truth, no other influence can equal
the sense of God’s presence.”—“Kdu-
cation,” p. 265. “We have the com-
papionship of the divine presenee,
and as we realize this presence our
thoughts are brought into captivity
to Jesus Christ. Our spiritual exer
cises are in acocordance with the vivid-
ness of our gense of this companion-
ship."—“Messages,” p. 159, (Read
Ps. 84:7.)

4. What part does memory play in
developing faith?

Ans—"“Let us keep fresh in our
memoly all the tender mereies that
God has shewn ug,——the tears He has
wiped away, the pains He has soothed,
the anxieties removed, the fears dis-
pelled, the wants supplied, the bless-
ings bestowed,—fthus strengthening
ourselves for all that is before us
throngh the remainder of our pil-
grimage.”—*“Steps to Christ,” p. 125,
pocket edition. What specifie instance
ean you eite of answered prayer in
your own experience?

& Do our words react on faith?

Ans~—“Tf Christians would =aaso-
ciate together, speaking to each other
of the leve of God, and of the pre-
¢ious truths of redemption, their own
hearts would he refreshed, and they
would refresh one another. . .. If we
thought and talked more of Jesns, and
less of self, we should have far more
of His presence.’—-“Steps to Christ,”?
. 108, pocket edition, ¢ ‘Out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth
speaketh.” But the words are more
than an indication of character; they
have power to reaet on the eharacter,
Men are influenced by their own
worde.”—“The Desire of Ages” p.
323, Faith grows as we partieipate in
testintony meeting and prayer meet-
ing, and in witnessing for Him among
our friends, (Read Rev. 12:11)
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8." Does wunconfessed sin influence
faith aend victory?

Ang—“All who endeaver to exeuss
or conceal their ging, and permit
them to remain upon the books of
heaven, unconfessed and unforgiven,
will be oversome by Satan’—“The
Great Controversy,” p. 620. Above
all, let us keep our sins econfessed
and forgivem up te date. TUncon-
fessed sin iz a mighty destroyer of
faith—a traitor in the heart,

7. Is doing good related Lo victory?

Ans—Romans 12:20, 81,

The Master’s Touch

ONE morning years ago in London
a group of people had gathered in a
small anction shop for an advertised
sale of fine old antiques and curies.
The auctioneer brought out an old,
blackened, dirty-looking violin and
said, “Ladies and gentlemen, here is
a remarkable old instrument I have
the great privilege of offering to
you, It ig a genuine Cremons, made
by the famous Antonius Stradivarius
himgelf. Tt iz very rare, and worth
its weight in gold. What am I bid¥’
The people present locked at it eriti-
cally, doubting the accuracy of the
auetioneer’s statements. When they
remonstrated that it did not have the
Stradivarius name eut in, he explained
that some of the earliest cunes made
did not have the name, and that some
that had the name ecut in were not
genuine, But he assured them that
this was genuine. Still the buyers
doubted and eriticized, Five guinsas
in gold were bid, but no more, al-
though the auvetioneer perspired and
pleaded that it was ridiculous fo
think of selling such a rare violin for
such a small gum.

Meanwhile a tall, slender, black-
haired, middle-aged man wearing a
velvet coat had entered the shop
from the street, walked to the sounter
with a pceuliar sidewise step, and
without notieing anybody in the shop,
became ahgorhed in the viclin, e
dusted it tenderly with his handker-
chief, changed the tension of the
stringg, and held it wp to his ear
lingeringly, as though hearing some-
thing. Then, putting the end of it
in position, he reached for the bow.
A murmur ran through the little au-
dience, “Paganini.”

The bow seemed hardly to have
touched the strings when soft, exqui-
site notes filled the shop and held
the people spellbound. As he played,
the listeners laughed for wvery de-
light, and then wept from the fullness
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of their emotion. Tha men’s hats
were off, and they all stoed in rapt
reverence, as though in a plaee of
worship.

By and by he stopped playing the
soil-begrimed old violin. As they
were released from the spell of the
musie, the people began olamoring
for the viclin. Fiffy guineas, sixty,
sevenly, eighty, they bid in hot haste.
At last it was socld fo the famous
player himsgelf for one hundred
guinedas in gold, and that evening he
held a vast audiesnce of thousands
breathless wunder the spell of the
musie he drew from the old, dirty,
blaekened violin, which had been
despised until the master player took
possesaion, until the master’s toueh
revealed the rare quality of tho in-
strument.

Just s¢ we may never lmow what
beauty and power may eharge our
puny lives until we surrender them
to the touch of the Master who aloue
can make us victorieus im our guest
for suecess and happiness.

The Grace of Reverence
{Program for March 23)
BY {. LESTER BOND

OrENING Song: “Tread Boftly,” No.
196 in “Chrigt in Song.”

PrAYER. Sentence prayers by a num-
ber of young people.

SECRETARY’'S REpoRT.

MisstoNakY Rmporrs: Urge all the
members to report fully all the wmis-
sionary work done ginee they last
reported.

OrpERING: Be sure to emphasize the
importance of giving liberally to
cur Foreign Missien Enterprise.

Vocan Sone: “Reverence,” No. 31 in
the “Junier Song Book.”

TaLK: “Chureh Manners,”

SyMposrum: “Thought Provokers”

Di1scUssIoN.

Crosimvg Sowa: “I Sing the Power,”
No. 330 in “Chrigt in Song”

Notes to Leaders

One common criticism in our church
life today concerns the lack of rever-
ence, In some gocieties there seems
to be no spirit of worship before the
meeting starts. Reverence is & char-
acteristie we may teach by example
better than by preaching; s¢ let us
make a special effort to put the spirit
of worslip into every part of the
service,

Symposiam.—Tor this feature of
the pregram the nine paragraphs en-
titled “Thought Provokers” may be
read, according to their number, by
nine young people to whom the as-
signments have previcusly been made.

Each should aim just as high as the union of human with divine power—
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Questions for Disoussion.—To in-
troduce the disenssion period you
might pass oui pencils and slips of
paper, and ask each one present to
write a definition of reverence. Allow
thres minutes for this to be done,
Collect the papers and read the defi-
nitions before the group. From hers
start the discussion of the questions
suggested and others you may think of,

Church Manners

Onx of the greatest needs among
professing Christians today is to have
the grace of reverence, The lack of
roverence is shown in many ways,
most commonly, perhaps, in speech.
A dash of profapify, which is,sup-
posed fo strengthen, really weakens
and sullies many a public address.

Even if the name of God is not
used Tightly, words of etermal and
gwful import are used as commonly
as if they were of no more eonge-
quence than a ragman’s streot cry.
The Christian will never follow suelh
a course, He will guard his speech
and his conduet go carefully that
nothing shall be said or done by him
that would in any way show disrespect
to hig Creator. Tgpectally will he ex-
ercige thiz care in the house of God.

A church building, a school chapel,
a teni, a specifie gpot in woods or
field, or any place dedicated for wor-
ship, becomes, by ihe speeific purpose
and conscerating prayers of its dedi-
eators, the “house of God’’ One is
as dishonorable to be irreverent in
sueh a house or place as to mutilate
the flag of his ecountry or to cover a
bronze statue of a national hero with
red paint.

Serviees appointed for the worship
of God imply God’s due to be wor-
shiped with deference and awe, and
the right of those who desire to wor-
ship Him to do so without distraection
and annoyance. Accordingly therc s
an affront to God and neighbor in
the seeular and careless spirit of those
who enter into His gates with levity
and into His courts with jokes, Tt is
sometimes necessary to converse in a
low volce during the intervalg of wor-
ship. Commnnication in the interest
of the serviee, entirely proper im it-
self, should not, however, be used
ag an exeuse for frivolous and dis-
turbing convexsation, #s is often the
cage.

Of all placos, the church is the one
where our best manners should he dis-
played. But often that iz not the
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case, We cannoi blame this fault to
lack of information,

Surely the Bible is as full of in-
struciion for worship as any book
of etiquette iz full of instruetion for
goeial eonduct.

On this point the wise man said
through inspiratior, “Keep thy foot
when thou goest to the house of God,
and be more ready to hear, than to
give the saerifice of fools: for they
congider not that they do evil. Be
not rash with thy mouth, and let
not thy heart be hasty io utter any-
thing hbefore God: for God is iIn
heaven, and thou upom earth: there-
fore let thy words be few.,” Kecl
§:1, 2.

In the presence of some skilled per-
son we would not think of trying to
be witty or of saying anything that
would attraci atteniion to ourselves.
We would prefer to listen in silence
to every word he uttered. Should we
he any the Iess attentive in the pres-
ence of God? Yeb what 2 babel of
voices we hear in many churches. Peo-
ple talk about everything under the
sun in the church, when they should
be silent to hear the voiee of God
speaking to them.

Such subjocts as new styles in dress,
or the new hat (or the old one) that
the Russell girl hag on, or the new
automobile, or the operation that the
Carney boy recently underwent, or
the party that is to be given Saturday
night, or a thousand other irrveverent
hits of news (or gossip) emgage the
attention of people in the chureh,
when o sii in quiet meditation would
do them so much more good and would
benefit the soulg of those who already
feel the need of spiritual help.

W. 8, Stranahan said: “The first
esgential condition of true worship is
to realize the presenee of God. Tt
iz only when oiher voices are shill
and the realization of God's near-
ness comes to us that we are ready
to worship,

“Were you ever in a crowd that was
waiting for some great man tfo ap-
pear? Everybody was talking. When
the great ome appeared, everybody
forgot everybody else in the conecen-
tration and thought upon the onec cen-
tral figure. And so when we realize
God’s nearness, our souls will respond
to His presence in grateful thanksgiv-
ing, 7reverenmee, trust, loyalty, and
love. This is worship.

“Standing in silence on the shore
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of a mountain Iake encircled by for-
ests, and watching the moonlight shin-
ing on its surfaee, a boy said, ‘Burely
God must enjoy beautiful things to
put this wonderful lake here, where
for many yeard no one has seen it
but Himgelf,’

“That is worship! That same boy,
grown to marhood, sits in chureh;
the sweet tones of the organ quiet
him; the prayer of the pastor makes
himn searcl: his heart to see if he is
keeping It true to hig early ideals.
He remembers, as he bows his head
thankfully, that the church in gali the
world has helped 28 nothing else to
make honor, morality, and true piety
ever live and thrive. He sees his
neighbors worshiping with him, and
he feels that (God is near. That is
worship, ‘in spirit and in trugh’”

To the Christian the admonition is
given, “Exereige thyself rather unto
godliness.” 1 Tim. 4:7. FErnest B.
Allen commenied upon this injunction
thus: “In the Greek, the word travs-
lated ‘godliness’ means literally ‘wor-
ship or reveremce rightly direeted. Tt
signifies Teveremes paid to worth, oc-
cagionally toward men, prineipally
toward God. Tt implies deep rever-
ence, based on respect of worth, and
loyalty which results in service,

“It is an attitude of life and alse
a quality of Iife, A man’s attitude
and aetion always merge, Men show
what they are by the things which
they revere. Reverence for persons is
a primary Christian prineiple. It is
one of the conditions of happiness
and influence, Many a friendship ig
hurt at this point.

“Reverence for purity, for mar-
riage, and for religion is a world-wide
need today. It must begin in our own
hearts. It is indeed imporiant that
we exercise ourselves umbo godliness.”

Talking out loud is not the only ill-
mannered or irreverent thing we do
in church. The sin of talking to our-
selves is just as bad,—daydreaming,
planning the day's activities. Some
minds are so active they never stop
working. It ig certain that when one
lets his mind wander during the
preaching of the sermon, he is deaf to
the voice of {he preacher. This is
well iltustrated in the following inei-
dent: The eaptain of a whaler went
ashore one Sunday and entered a lit-
tle chapel. Affer the gervice the min-
ister spoke to him and found that mo
impression had been made on the

—males it possible for him to reach.—‘‘Education,” p, 267,
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man’s mind. “The fact is, sir,” said
the captain, “2ll the while you were
preaching I was thinking about where
I should be likely to find a whale.
There is no room in my heart for any-
thing but whales.” TIf all were
equally honest, it is likely they would
confess that the real reason why the
gervieces of the church do them mo
good is that their hearts are too full
of somcthing else to listen to the
sermon.

Tho wost illmannered person
toward God is the one who claims that
he ear worship God just as acceptably
at home beside tho radio, or in nature,
or in the garden, It is true that
worghip is & solitary aet, that all
worship ig a hearl-to-heart communion
with God, and that no ohe can wor-
ship God well at church who does not
worship God well at home. But it is
also 2 soecial aet, and those who wor-
ship God only alone, worship Him
poorly and often cease to worship
Him aitogether, God says to all, “Ye
shall keep My Babbaths, and rever-
ence My sanctuary: I am the Lord”
Lev, 19:30. Shall we not endeavor to
be more faithful in carrying out this
ingtruction? If the following “Rules
on Going to Church,” by Bishop Vin-
cent, are practiced, they will help
one in reaching God’s ideal:

1. “Go early to ehurch, Not only
be punctual, but be in your place be-
fore the hour announced f£or the serv-
ice to begin,

2. “Qo in a reverent gpirit, On the
way remember whither you go, Avoid
Iightness of manner and eonversation
on worldly topies.

3. “Before you cnter and as you
enter the clureh, breathe a silent
prayer of invoeation for the influence
of the Holy Spirit,

4, “As you take your place, bow
your head reverently in prayer for
yourself and for all others who enter
the sanctuary.

». “Resolve that you will foster no
thought, fix yonr eyes on no ohjeet,
utter no word, that will tend to di-
vert your mind from the holy purpose
for which you have come into this
place.

6, ““Ag the minister emters the pul-
pit, offer an earnest silent prayer in
his behalf,

7, “In all tho gervice take an active
part, as hearer, as worshiper.

8, “At the close of the serviee,
after a moment of prayerful silemce,

Y will study and get ready, and perhaps my chance will come,
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greet with eheerfultess and good will
all whom you happen to meet, remem-
bering that Christian fellowship is a
part of Christian worship,”

Thought Provokers

I, REVERENCE mcans some real
knowledge of God. Only a fool would
moek God, just as only a fool would
play with lightring.

2. Reverence is a gpirit, an attitnde
of mind and leart. A person may
bow and how 2 thousand times in
church and oul of if, and yet not have
a spark of reverenece. It is inward,
not outward.

3. It is the empiy soul and mind
that is irreverent, The more we know
about nature, the more will we see
the hand of God in it and worship
Him as the Creator of all. Some are
like blind men in a picture gailery,
deaf mmen in a ecencert, men that
camnot read in a library., Irreverence
always means poverty of spirif.

4, One hoy said, “Reverence iz a
feeling that stirs you all up inside.”
That is a good definition. It sug-
gests awe, admiration, humility, and
love.

5, True reverence shows itself in
our words and aets. If we revere
God, we shall not joke about Him;
we shall not even speak lightly or
earelessly about Him, Reverence in-
cludes respeet.

6. We must hold woemanhood in
reverence. That means we will do
nothing to belittle or stain the reputa-
tion of any woman or any girl. We
should treat thom as we would our
own mother or sister—kindly, chival-
rously, respectfully.

7. Reverence in church means guiet.
The church is not a playhouse. It
i3 the house of worship, and worship
is possible only when people are in
the right spirit for it. Quiet, respeet-
fulness, attention to what iz geing on,
are parts of reverence in church,

8, To revere or reverence is to hold
in leving honor, mixed with fear or
awe, something or some one that we
feel ig greatly our superior. We can
venerate and respeet an old person
who has done good work; but we re-
vere or reverence God, and are awed
by ITis majesty, In its deepest sense
1everenee iz more than heonor, than
admiration, than respeet, than love,
and than veneration, It means the
realization of the greainiess of God,
and our own unworthiness. Moges
reverenced God when he met Him at
the burning bush. He felt hiz own
unworthiness and God’s greatness,
Indeed, if we really feel that we are
in the presence of God, our hearts
will be hushed and we ghall feel His
greatness and worship Him.

9. Our reverence helps others to
reverence God. We have seen a man
stand looking info the sky. Iie has
discovered an airplane and is watch-
ing it. Others who sce him looking,
also look up to see what he is seeing.
S0 when we look up to God, others
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get our attitude., We ghow them that
there is something to look at. Our
revercnce helps them to beeome rev-
erent.

Questions for Discussion

1. WaAT do wo mean when we say
we venerate the aged?

2. How may we show our reverence
for God?

3, How are roverence for God and
obedience fo Him linked together?

4. Can we revere Ged and be dis-
Twonest with Him?

5, How did Jesus show His rever-
enec for the Father?

6. How does reverence inspire us to
seck for higher things?

7. How may we show reverence in
ehureh ?

wow

Homrniry, self-deuial, benevolence,
and the payment of a faithful tithe,
these show that the graca of God is
working in the heart.—“Messages,”
p. 303,

woow

Far more than we do, we need to
speak of the preeious chapters in our
experience, of the merey and loving-
kindness of God, of the matchless
depths of the Saviour’s love.—"Proph-
ets and Hings,” p. 347,

wWoow

WHAT the telescope is to the eve,
the bicyele to the foot, 1he telephone
to the voice, and the steam-driven
machine to the hand, in enlarging
and inereaging human power, that is
prayer to the soul, because it links us
with the mighty power of God, it
touches springs that unloose spiritnal
forees which are eternal in their dura-
tion and wniversal m their seope—
F. B, Meyer.

ooy

THoSE who claim to be followers of
the Master Worker, and who engage
in His service as colaborers with God,
are to bring into their work the ex-
actitude and skill, the tact and wis-
dom, that the God of perfection re-
quired in the building of the earthly
tabernacle. And mow, ag in that time
and as in the days of Ohrist’s earthly
ministry, devotion to God and a spirit
of sacrifice should be regarded as the
first requisites of acceptable servige,
God designs that not ome thread of
selfishness shall be woven into His
work.—“Messages,” p. 503,

Abraham Lincoln.
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Junior M. V. Meetings

Answering God’s Want Ad.
(Program for March 2)
BY FMMA B, HOWELL

OpeNivg Sowg: “There’s a Work for

Jesus,”

Scrirrurr  REapiwg: Matthew 25:
14-80.

PRAVER by two Juniors,

Brackpoarp MEMORY GemM: “The

greatest want of the world is the
want of men,—men who will not be
borght or sold; men whop in their
inmost souls are true and honest;
men who do not fear to call sin by
its right name; men whose cou-
selemee is as true to duty as the
needle to the pole; men who will
gtand for tho right though the
heavens fall.——“Hducaiion,” p. 57.

JUunNIoR SUPERINTENDENT'S TALK: “The
Meaning of Work.”  (Bage on
Notes to Superintendents, See alse
Notes to Leaders, p, 16.)

Tark: “How Others Decided.”

PouM: “Give Us Our Work!”

SYMPogIUM: “What I Mean to Do
(From the hearls of the boys and
girly,)

Tarx: “Larger.”

STory: “A Verse to Take With You.”

PorM: “The Extrag”

SBong: “Working, O Christ, With
Thee”

CrosE with the memory thought given
in the Semior program, p. 16.

Notes to Superintendents

A certain man wag returning from
a tour of Europe, He had had a
wonderful time, but when he took the
boat at Cherbourg, he was blue.
Why? Somehow ho felt that he was
completely out of things. Tor three
months now he had been sight-seeing
and no one had been consciously de-
pendent uponr him. As he journeyed
homeward his thoughts ran thus:
What was the use of all his money?
He had a good business, but even_ it
had gone on akout the same when he
was ahsent, “A wireless for you,
sir,” interrupted his moody thoughts.
It was from his business agent in
New York advising him that on a
certain dato he would be expected to
make a speech, and following that
there was to be a meeting where his
counsel was greatly needed, New lifc
took hold of the man. After all, he
was needed; there was something for
him to do.

This day’s meeting should help the
boys and girls to see that there is
real blessing in work. In addition
to the servies given fo others or the
earping of a living, work develops
muscle and builds character, One day

& boy saw a cocoon moving, a trifle.
He knew thal a butterfly was trying
to get out, and he deeided to help
the little creature. He broke the shell
—uand there lay a fat, lazy, helpless
worm, 1If he had let it work its own
way out of the coeoon, ag God in-
tended it should, in a few days therc
would have come sailing out a strong,
beautiful butterfly,. That iz what
would have been accomplished through
the diseipline of worl!

The Juniors may not be old enough
now to scttle definitely upon their
lifework, but it is never too early fo
begin plannmmg and buildng for it.
God is locking for hoys and girls who
will answer His want ad., who will
develop inte men and women upon
whom He can depend to work honor-
ahly. Bring out illustrations from
the gection “Which Voeation$” in
H, T. Eliott’s article, “Discovering
God’s Will for My Life,” pp. 16-18.

The Symposium affords opportu-
nity for each to express his prefer-
enee of a lifework, Be prepared to
bring in  helpful suggestions and
statements from H. T, Ellioti’s article,

16. As the Juniors state their
ideas of a lifework, ask them te think
of sueh questions as these: Why am
I thinking about lifework? Is it be-
cavse I want fo eamn money? Is it
that I want to be a leader over oth-
ers? Do I want to become famouws?
Do I want to earn an honest living?
Am T thinking of how much this work
will mean in service to others$ What
am I doing now to prepare to do my
best in thig line of work?

How Others Decided

JAcoB Ris, when 2 young man, Was
a reporfer. One day in a storm,

*hurrying to get his news into the

office, he ran into his eity editor and
knocked him into a snmowdrift, The
next merning when the editor sum-
moned lim, he expeeted to be dis-
charged, but the editor promoted him
to a place in reporting at the police
headqguarters, It was what he learned
here about the sorrows of the poor
that led him 1o do such wonderful
work in eleaning up “where the other
half lives.” J. A. Burns was a moun-
tain boy in the South. Onc day he
was wounded in a feud with his neigh-
bors, While he lay sick and thus
had some time to think, he decided
that he would get an education and
push hig way out of this rough neigh-
borhood., After he had been to school,
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he wanted to go back and help the
gons of hiz old neighbors, and now
“Burns of the Mountains” is ealled a
new Abraham Lincoln, and his schoel
has brought many lhundreds of boys
and girls out of ignorance, Dorothea
Dix, when a gir]l, was an invalid. One
day she happened to make a visit to
an insane asylum, where she saw
maniges chained to the fleor. Her
pity led her to make a publie report
of facts that not only horrified Magsa-
ehusetts, but that sent her out a1l her
life long to help the helpless,

When Corinna  Shattuck wag a
schoolgirl she was one day asked to
get uwp a missionary meeting, In
order to make it interesting she wrote
a letter to a seheolgirl in Turkey. As
the vesult of thiz eorrespondence she
was asked after she finished school
to go to Turkey herself, and there
for many years she was a herolc and
helpful worker, When Antony Ashley-
Cooper wag a boy he saw 2 pauper’s
coffin  jostled over the stones and
learned that the body was aboul to be
buried in the ground without any
gervices. Many ycars afterward, when
he was the Barl of Shaftesbury and
world-famous for his services for the
poor, he used to come baek to this
place and peint to it as his “Deci-
gion” When George Hinckley was a
small boy he wsed to pity very much
a poor schoolmate who had ne father
or mother., Later, when he wag
grown up, an orphan boy eame to his
home and asked for sheller. He took
z second and a third and by and by
he had a houseful, Today three hum-
dred orphan boys and girls live
around him in cottages in Maine and
call him father.

David Livingstone, when a poor
medical student, heard Robert Moffat
say in g public address that Afriea
was the agpot in the world where &
voung man’s life would count for the
most. Foriy years later he was buried
in Westminster Abbey, because he
had been the light bringer to that
whole daxk continent, . . .

Oceasionally the voice which has
summoned young lads to their future
has been none ether than the still
small voice of daily duty. Benjamin
Franklin wag led onward not Ly any
startling vigion, but by the exigencies
of his father’s large family and by
alternate successes and failures as a
printer hoy., Johm Winthrep seems
to have been subject to mo speecial

Be sure to report the number of baptisms resulting from this Week of Prayer,
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guidance, but when as & middle-aged
man he wag asked to lead the Puritan
Colony to Massachusetts Bay, he did
50, a# he had been in the habit of
doing everything else, simply because
it was the next duty. A beautiful
story is told of John Ruskin, that
when be was in Venice he was in the
habit of giving every day a small
alms to a beggar who crouched beside
his way, and that one day the beggar
in gratitude gave Wim a relie from an
ancient church which led Ruskin to
the discovery of the freseoes of Giotto
and to the writing of his masterpiece,
“The Stones of Venice.”

Net only encouragements but some-
times disappointments and failures
have been bells which have called
youths to their lifework, . . . Wash-
ington wished to be a sailor and
was sorely disappointed at his moth-
er’s decision, but his £lial obedience
decided his future as the Father of
His Country, John €. Fremont was
expelled from gchool because of a
foolsli infatuation which he mistock
for love, but it resulted in big being
thrown on his own resources, and
made a man of bim. Nathaniel P.
Banks was stung by the ridieule of
a fellow workman, but many years
later as the governor of Massachu-
setts, he received a humble petition
from this same workman as the agent
of the mill from which he himself
had graduated to become governor,
Oliver Cromwell failed in his plans
to migrate to Ameriea; if he had sue-
cecded, the whole history of England
would have been different,

In almost every one of thesec cases
the boy or the girl who met the “acei-
dent” that made him great or good
was eager to find the best, . . . Keep
as many windows OpelL as you can
and look out of every one of them
as often as you can, and some day
you will find your Calling coming
down the road to meet you with a
song on itg lips and a smile in its
eye and both of its hands full of good
work for you.—William Byron For-
bush, in “The Young Folks Book of
Idcals”

The Extras

It is doing the llttie “extras”
The things we're not asked to do—
The favors that help ene’s brother
To trust in God and you;
It’s doing, I say, the “extras,”
The things not iooked for, you know,
That wiil bring us our King's kind

notlee,
A “well done” a8 on you go.
—~eleoted.
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Larger

MicHrLANGELO one day visited the
studio of Raphael during the latter’s
abgence. A design just eompleted
lay on the workbench, The visitor
looked at it; then, taking a brush,
wrote across it the word amplius,
which means “larger.”” He saw at
once that the younger artist had a
really fine conception, but was not
making the most of if.

Many a person is doing that very
thing. Ho is failing to make the best
ugse of his powers and the opportu-

Give Us Qur Work!

“Give us work 1 impatiently we cry.
“In the broad field ol earth’s activity
We want a place, a purpose for our

life,

A npoble aim to glve us strength In
strife I”*

“Give us our work!? comes from a hun-
dred ihroats .

Of earnest youth. The air rings with
the notes.

Bach one has yet hiz own lifework to

find,
Thig thought is ever foremost ln the
mind,

“Give ashour work !” and yet on every
an

We hear the cry for help, a vast de-
max

TFFor noble hearts to make ihe daiiy tasic

A Heaven-sent duty. Need we other
ask?

“Glve ug our work!” Thus do we often
pray,

And, reaching for the sfars, go on our
way

While jusi Deneath our feet falr jewels

ie
That inbour nasgte, unheeding, we pass
y.

“Give us our work!” let us no longer

say,

But, knowing whom we trust, beglo
each day

To do the duly next a5 our life task.

The blessing comeg—though we have
ceased to ask

“Give ug our work!” 'The heavenly Fa-
ther knows

Just when Hig child the needed fitness .

shows
For greater worlt prepared for him to

0
And in t’he Father's lime shali we
know, too.

——DBessic Hatelle Harvey.

nities that are his, Across the page
of hig life there needs to be written
the word “larger.”

IHenry Martyn was a student in an
English university, preparing to be
a lawyer. One day a friend told him
of the great work that was being done
in India by Willlam Carey. At once
he turned from law and decided to be-
coms a missionary. He had found
“larger” written across the plan of
his life, Jonas King, a Massacha-

March, 1935

setts farm boy, became a Christian,
and the first desire that gripped him
was to secure an education. He set
about getting it in the face of great
obatacles. Then be felt a call to the
ministry and prepared bimself for it.
He received a call to teach in the col-
lege from whieb he bad graduated.
But he found “larger” written across
his Iife and turned dowsn the college
position to aecept a missienary sta-
tion in Greece. By lelting the Master
Arttigt rule his life, Jonag King found
that he could make the design of his
life much nobler.

Keep your designing room open so
that impulses and influences may
enter. Some day you too may find
“larger” written across the canvas.—
Selected.

A Verse to Take With You

AprER we had the verse “Lo, I am
with you alway” for a memory verse,
T heard Katic Maye teaching it to her
dolls and enlarging upon the text.
Thig is the way her words ran: “Jesus
gaid, ‘Lo, I am with you alway.’ e
means, ‘I will be with you when you
have to dust the rounda of the chairs;
I will be with you when you have to
wipe the silverware; I will be with
you when you have to wait on mother
and help her with her work; I will
be with you when you are playing;
yes, T wili be with you all the time’
—Mrs. Rachel Haughey.

weoow

O marcHrmss honor, all unsought,
High priviiege, surpassing thought,
That thou shouldst call us, Lorg, to be
Linked in workfeilowship wilth 71'hee;
To carry out Thy wondrous plan,

To bear Thy messages to man;

“In trust' with Chvrist's own word of

grace
Te¢ every soul of human race,
—Aduthor Unknown.

woow

A voure lad once wrote to Henry
Ward Beecher, agking him to find an
‘“‘easy place” for him., Beecher re-
plied: “You eannot be an editor; do
not try the law; do not think of
the minigtry; let alome all shipg,
shops, and merchandise; be not &
farmer nor a mechanic; neither be 2
soldier nor a sailor; don’t work, don’t
study, don’t think. None of these are
eagy. ( my son, you have come into
a hard world! I know of gnly one
eagy place in it, and that is the
grave,”

With the new quarter renew promotion of all activities.
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Missionaries for God
(Program for Mareh 9)
BY J. 0. MARSH

Sones ror Topay: Nes 40, 66, 71,
140, in the “Junier SBong Beck,” and
No. 568 in “Christ in Song.”

Porm: “IL

Tank: “Sowing Seeds.””

TaLk: “Time to Plant.”

Brory: “A Young Girl Whe Was a
Missionary.”

PorrM: “You May Count That Day.”

TAaLg: “Thorns or Roses?”’

Srory: “Three Rules.”

Notes to Superintendents

We hope that today’s program will
impress upon the minds of the Jun-
jors the faet that now is the time for
them to plant the sort of seeds from
which they will wish to reap, later on,
a harvest in the form of beautiful
Christian characters which they have
helped develop for themselves, and
happy, hopeful Christian lives they
have helped others te have. Juuiors
can learn to do deeds of mercy for
others and sven to help othevs per-
sonally to a closcr walk with the Sav-
iour, Jesus.

Organizo prayer bands among the
Juniors and lead them into personal
work for others—playmates, friends,
family,

Sowing Seeds

Gop’s blessings come te all of us,
and now that we are in the spring-
time we vealize cspecially the spring-
time blesgings and opportuniiles.

First of all, we think of springtime
a8 g time when we plant seads In the
garden, or in the field, and wateh
them grow, There is something
very interesting ahout seeds. There
are many different kinds and sizes
of seeds, and each seed produees 2
different fruii, A grain of wheat
will producc sometimes thirtyfold,
sometimes sixtyfold, and sometimes
one hundredfold. A thistle seed hasg
been known to produec as many as
24,000 seeds, A single grain of
corn, it is said, will preduce enough
in five years, if all the kernels are
planted, to plaut all the dry land in
the world ard have three kernels in
eaach hill, What s pessibility in a
gingle seed! Don’t you think a seed
of truth would do as. well? God has
a garden, It is this world, As Jun-
ior Missionary Volunteers, we atre en-
trusted with the planting of this gar-
den. Hach day we are sowing seed.
This seed will grow, As to the
harvest—well, that just depends upon
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the seed, the soil, and the moisture.

There are many kinds of sceds
which we might use—there are bad
seeds and good. But let us talk of
good seeds. Our neighbers and our
playmates are the gardens that we
have to plant. The seeds of kind
words, loving deeds, and cheery dis-
positions will bring a rieh harvest,
Can you think of other ways of sow-
ing good seeds? In our J. M. V, Law
we pledge ourselves to “go on God's
errands.” That means that we are to

If

Iy T were five, I'q seck the froxen North

And warm it till it blossomed falrly
forih,

And in the sweetness of its smiling mien

Resembled some soft southern garden

scene, . .
And when the winter came again 1'd

sen

The chilllng homes of lowly ones and
meek,

And do my small bul most efficient part

To briﬁg a wealth of comfort to the
ealt,

It I were wlnd, P’'d turn my hreath upon

The calm-bound mariner until, anon,

The cager craft on which he sailed
should find

The larbor blest toward whieh it hath
Incilned.

And in the city streets, when summer’s

ays

Were withering the souls with scorching
rays,

I'd seelt the fevered brow and aching
ayes

Anrd take to them a touch of Paradisc.

It T were water, it would be my whilm
To seek owl all earth’s desert places

grim,
And torn each arid acre o a falr
Lush home of flowers and oasis rave.
Resolved in dew, I'd ncstle in the rose.
As summer rain T'd ease the harvest

Woes, .

And where a tear to pain would be
relief,

A lear T’d be to kil the sting of grlef

I 1 were gold, I’d seek the poor man’s
purse,

I'd try {0 win my way Into the verse

Of some grand slnger of Mar's Brother-

hood,

And prove myself so pare, so franght
with good,

That all the world would bless me for
the cup

Of happlness I’d brought for all to sup.

And when at last my work of Joy was

o'er
T'd be content to die, and be no more!
—Joht Kendrick Bongs.

go wherever we can do some mission-
ary work for Jesus, Sometimes we
find people whe like to read abomt
the good things we know, Our papers
and tracts bear a message of the
Saviour’s love. The distribution of
these papers is sowing good seed, and
it is a work we can all do, Or, por-
haps many of us can visit sick people,
taking flowers or fruit to eheer their
loneliness, That is fulfilling our
pledge.
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Time 10 Plant

Mog? plants in a gardem are
planted in the springtime, Somehow,
when God arranged the seasons, He
made provigion for the springing up
and bursting forth of all nature in
the springtime. In the days of
Israel’s existence as a nation, the
year began in the spring. Then wasg
the sowing time. We Juniots are in
the springtime of life, Our lives lie
before us. God ealls us to work in
His great vineyard. “The children
and youth, with their fresh talent,
encrgy, and eourage, their quick sus-
ceptibilities, are loved of God, and
He desires to bring them into har-
mony with divine agencies, They are
to obtain an edueation that will help
them to stand by the side of Christ
in wngelfish serviee.”  “They may
gpend their lives within the ecirele of
the heme; they may engage in life’s
common vocations, or go as teachers
of the gospel to heathen Ilands; but
all are alike called to be migsionaries
for God, ministers of mercy te the
world "—“Mindistry of Healing,” 2.
395, We are not too young to begin
working for the Master. Now, in the
springtime of life, let us be mission-
aries for God.

A Young Gizl] Who Was a
Missionary

Tam Bible tells us of a young girl
who was a faithful missionary. This
is the story: Naaman was a great
captain of the Syrian army. He did
not know the true God. TUpon one
oceagion he led his army into the
kingdom of Tsrael and raided the
land, successfully earrying away great
wealth and 2 large number of cap-
tives. Among the captives was a
little girl, to whom he took a fancy,
and he brought her to his own home
as a servant. This girl was a faith-
fnl servant, and she knew her God,
for she worshiped the true God. As
she beeame accustomed to her new
home, she heard that her master was
a leper (leprosy is a horrible dis-
ease), and that he was seeking =
cure, So she told her mistress about
a prophet in Israel who eould pray
te the true God and find healing from
thiz terrible disease. Arrangements
were finally made, and the prophei
Elisha was visited. Instructions were
given, and when they were carried cutl
the man was hesled,

Each week present the needs of the field to which our mission offerings go this year.
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Just as this little girl was a mis-
sionary for God right where she was,
80 we can be missionaries where we
are., CGod wants us to enlizt in Hig
migsionary army today. God blesses
the little things that we do, and the
influence reaches out to eternity,

You May Count That Day

Ir you sit down af set of sun

And count the acty that you have done,
And, counting, find

One gelf-denying deed, one word

That eased the heart of him who heard—
One glance most kind,

That fell tike sunghine where it went—

Then you may count ithat day well spent,

Bui if, through all the livelong day,
You've c¢heered no heart, by yea or

nay—
If, through it all
You‘ve nothing done that you can_ trace
That brought the sunshine to one face—
No act most small i
That helped some soul and nothing

eol
Then count that day as worse than lost.
—Grorge Bloi.

Thorns or Roses?

Have you ever seen a desert? Tt
is & large avea where raim seldom
falls, and for this reason very little
vegetation grows there. The Bible
tells u8 about a time when there will
be no more desert, but instead of this
large, barren land there shall be a
garden of roses. Tt also tells ms that
there will not he any thorns, but in
their place will be fir trees, There
won’t be any hriers either, for in their
place will be the heantiful myrtle
tree. I suppose youw have all heen on
hikes and have been through brier
patehes; or you have scen beautiful
roses and when you started to pick
them you have found thorns to priek
your fingers. In the kingdem of
heaven things will be different. The
curge of ain will be removed.

These chauges are likened to trans-
formations in character. Tnstead of
ugly, hateful, rebellious lives, theve
will be lives of love and obedience.
When we plant our garden, let us re-
member that. The apostle Paul says:
“Whatsoever 8. man soweth, that shall
he also reap.” So in our garden let
us plant seeds of kindness and love.
A word of love and cheer, spoken at
just the right time, may cause some
neighbor to change his life from one
whieh was as hurtful az a thorn to
one as beautiful ag a rose, A deed
of love may change a character that
iz like a brier patch to one that iz
like a myrtle tree for beauty.
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Three Rules

A crass of little gettlement girls
asked Mrs. George Herbert Palmer,
one insufferable summer morning, to
tell them how to be happy, ‘Il
give yom three rules,” she said,
“gnd you must keep them every
day for a weck. First, commif
something good to memory each day.
Three or four words will do, just a
pratty bit of poem or a Bible verse.
Do you understand?’ A girl jumped
up. “I know; you want us to learn
something we’d be glad to remember
if we went blind.” Mrs. Palmer was
relieved; these children understood.
She gave the three rules—memorize
something good each day, see some-
thing beautiful each day, do some-
thing helpful ecach day. When the
children reported at the end of the
week, not a single day bad any of
them lost. But hard put fo it to
obey horf 1Indeed they had heen.
One girl, kept for twenty-four hours
within squalid home walls by a rain,
had nevertheless seen two beautiful
things—a, gparrow taking a bath in
the gutter, and a gleam of sunlight
on a baby’s hair.”—From “It Can Be
Done,” by Morris and Adams.

(Lo Do used with study given
on p. 45.)

The Boy I Enow

I know a boy who hag a watch,
Rut never thinks to wind It;
And when he ought to be on time,
He's always jus{ bebind it.
And when be has a task to da,
1le says, “Walt 1l tomorrow:”
And wilen he cannot find kg things,
IIe simpty says, “I'll borrow.”
That hoy may make a business man—
I xknow he wants to do 1t
But he must mend is careless ways,
Or he will Hve to rue It
That boy must do hig work today
Angd plan work for tomorrow;
Good habits, everybody knows,
Are Somet‘hiug boys can’t borrow.

—Preshyterian Record.

Will Power

If you think you are beaten, you are.,
If you think you dare not, you don‘t
If yow'd ke to win, but you think you

ean‘t,
It's almost a faet you won'’t
I you think youwll lose, you‘re lost;
Kor out of the world we find
Success beging with a fellow's will;
It‘s all In the state of mind.

If you think yow're outeingsed, you are,
ou‘ve got to think high to rise;
You've got to be sure of yourself before

You cAn ever win a prize.
Life‘s batties don‘t always go
To the stronger or faster man;
But soon or late, the man who wing,
Iz the one who thinks he can.

—Author Unknown.
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Faith and Victory
(Program for March 16)
BY D. A, OUHS

SonNgs: Sing songs of faith and vie-
tory. See Nosz. 46 to 67 in the
“Junior Song Book,”

ScripTURE: Ephesiang 6:10-18,

Srupy: “Variable Degrees of Faith.”

Digcussion: “Taith and Attitudes.”

SUPERINTENDENT's TALK: “Faith As-
sures Victory.”

Story: “The Master’s Toueh,” p. 22,

Notes to Superintendents

One may be able te define faith, o
show thegretically the funclioning of
faith in the vealm of religion, to
analyze all phases which enier into
the workings of failh; yet if he has
not personally experienced the exer-
cise of faith, it svails him nothing.
Every effort should be made to help
Juniors to see the importance of a
practical personal experience in mat-
ters of faith, to get them to see the
futility of meeting the temptations of
the world in {their own strength, How
to exercise faith should be made
very vplain. Btudy “Eduvecation,” p.
253. To lead the Juniors into this
vital and essential ecxperience must
be kept the wppermost thought in thisg
program. Adapt what material you
ean from the Benior program for
today.

James H. MeConkey said: “The
day you turn your face from sin to
God; the day you look away from
your own works, your feelings, oven
your own faith—unto Jesus; the day
you ceage elinging, struggling, try-
ing; the day you sce that faith is
gimply depending upon Jesus as a
bankrupt debtor depends wupon his
endorser; the day you begin to de-
pend upon and eonfess Christ as your
Saviour; that day God will save your
goul, and through that selfsame gim-
ple faith will make you—ea son of
God.”

Faith and Attitudes

(Write the following polnts on the black-
board as each Is discusszed.)

1. TNCRBASED by exercise. “Educa-
tion,” p. 253, pars. 3, 4; p. 255;
“Testimonies,” Vol. IV, p. 100,
bottom,

2. Cultivated by trials, “Testimo-
nies,” Vol. ITI, p. 67, par. 1; Vol
V, p. 215, par. 1.

3. Growth by appropriating God’s
word, “Education,” pp. 253, bottom,
254, top.

4. Tnereased by prayer. “Ministry
of Healing,” p. 513, par. 2; “Hduea-
tion,” p. 257, par. 6.

5. Assured by chedience. Rom. 1:
5; “Steps to Christ,” p. 66, par. 1.

6. Fruits not measured by feeling.
“Messages,” p. 106, par. 2; p. 111;
p. 122, top.

March closes the first quarter of 1935
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Variable Degrees of Faith

Ir we have much faith we may ex-
peet muech vietory. Tf we have litile
faith we may expect but little vielory.
If we have no faith we may expect
no victory, “Aeccording to your faith
be it unlo yow” Mait, 9:20. Some
measure of faith iz impaxted as a
gift to every human bheing, (See
“Hduecation,” p. 253.)

The Bible refers to the degrees of
faith as follows:

1. No faith. Mark 4:40.

2, Little faith, TLuke 12:28, “The
reagon they have so little faith, is be-
czuse they do not keep moving for-
ward.—“Testimenies,” Vol. IV, n. 77,

3. Weak faith. Rom, 4:19, “Pride
and weakness of faith are depriving
many of the rich blessings of God'—
Id., Vol IX, ». 155.

4, Strong faith. Rom. 4:20.

5. Qreat faith. Maft. 15:28,

6. Rich in faith. James 2:5.

The degree of faith in our experi-
ence varies according to our attitude.
Faith diminishes in the proportion
that self becomes pronoumeed, and it
ingreases as the old self becomes less
prominent, Faith is looking away
from setf and all human achievements
unto Jesus and His merits, (See
“Rducation,” p. 253.)

“Faith ig an outward look; it does
not look within. It is not what I
think, or what I feel, or what I have
done, but it is what Jesus Christ is
and has done that is the important
thing for us to dwell npon”—D, L.
Moody.

We cause our faith to diminish be-
cauge of our wishing to see, but Paul
defines faith as the ‘“evidence of
things not seen.” Heb, 11:1. “Faith
iz the instinet of the spiritual world;
it is the sixth sense—the sense of the
Unseen,”—lan Maclaren. (Read 2
Cor. 4:16-18; Heb. 11:27.)

Some of these examples of things
not seen are as follows:

1. God—the Rewarder
Heb. 11:86.

2, Christ—the Souvrco of faith. 1
Peter 1:8, 9.

3. Creation—God’s  evidence of
faith. Heb., 11:3; Ps. 33:9.

4, Fruits of faith. Heb. 11:5-40;
“Bducation,” p. 254.

of faith,

v

Gop wants something in retum for
this great saerifice He has made in
your behalf, He wants you to be
Christians, not in name alone, but also
in dress and conversation. He would
have you be content to dregs in modest
apparel, not in ruffles and feathers
and unnecessary trimmings, He wants
you to make your manners attraetive,
such as Heaven can approve. Will
you disappoint His expectations, dear
youth+—*“Messages,” ». 346,
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Faith Assures Victory

1. Who overcomes the world? 1
John 5:4, 5.

Answer.—Those born of God (sons
of God), They have faith. Thay
have vietory. ‘Those not born of God
have no vietory. They have no faith.

2, How are we to become sons of
God?

Ans—Qal. 3:26.

3. What i3 our sowrce of strengih?

Ans—Faith in Christ is our souree
of streagth.

a. Faith ig the hand that takes
hold of infinite help, “Mes-
sages,” p. 102, par. 3; “Patri-
archs and Prophets,” p, 451,

b, It forms connection with the
Source of all stzength. “Mes-
sages,” p. 105, par. 1; p. 118,
par, 2,

¢ Looking - to
brings vietory,
pax. 2.

Christ by Zfaith
Id., p. 118,

woow

The Grace of Reverence
{ Program For March 23)
BY C. LESTER BOND

OpeniNG Sowna: “Tread Boftly,” No.
23. Al songs for this program
are found in the “Junior Song
Book.”

PraYER: By two Juniors,

SECRETARY’S REPORT.

OrreRING for the Foreign Mission
Enterprise.

Duer: “Just Where I Am,” No. 77.

Tarx: “I Will Walk Sofily in the
Sanctuary.”

SYMPOSIUM :
page 24.

SUPERINTENDENT'S TALE:
We Show Revercnee?”’

CrosiNg Song: “Dare to Be a Dan-
iel,” No. 48.

“Thought Provokers,”

“How Do

Notes to Superintendents

One of the great mneeds of the
chureh today is a reform in conduct
in the house of God. There has been
a growing carelessness on the part
of old and young alike in this re-
gard, There may not be much that
we ean say to the older members of
the church regarding the matter, but
possibly by preccpt and example and
careful planning we can eanlist the
hearty cooperation of the Juniors,
and in turn they may lead in a real
revival in the spirit of woxship and
reverence. Help a qualified Junior
prepare the tall, “I Will Walk Softly
in the Sanctuary,” sinee the efficient
cooperation of the Juniors in giving
the program will be vital for stimu-
lating intexest.

Talk frankly to your Juniors at the
close of this meeting, and disecuss
with them ways in whiech they may
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help improve chureh conduct. Give
them opportunity to express their de-
termination fo join you in faking
their places promptly upon entering
the chureh, and refraining from
whispering, talking, or laughing pre.
ceding or following the service, as
well as during the fime that the sex:
mons or talks are given. Most of
the Juniors will be happy to join you
in this when they are placed on their
honor, and by their example the older
members of the econgregation may
soon be led inio a more revereni atii-
tede than they may have had pre-
viousty.

I Will Walk Sofily in the
Sanctuary

(The chapter “Behaviour in the House
of God,” “Testimonies,” Volume V, pages
491-500, conlaing valuable material
which can be drawn on for this talk.)

REVERENCE in any individual is a
superior attainment. The eareless,
the failures, the ill-mannered see no
importance in being reverent.

There are two kinds of reverence—
the kind that is put on ouiside and
the kind thal comes from the heart.
I have seen men who secmed to be
reverent when they stood hefore the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, yob
who do not seem reverent when they
come into the presence of the great
God. Hince a soldier with fixed bayo-
net gvards constantly the Tomb of
the Unkaown Soldier, any unseemly
econduet would bring instant repri-
mand or arrest. When we come into
God’s house, however, thers iz no
goldier om duty except the one you
keep in your brain. Do you let him
go to sleep? Do you abuse him when
he warns you to be reverent?

You may ask, “What is reverence”?
It iy defined as a “profound respect
mingled with fear and affection, as
for a holy heing and place or an
exalted thing.”

We revercnce God hecause He ig a
holy being, If is a sgin punishable
by death to fake God’s name in vain,
because God is holy. We are told to
“fear God, and give glory {0 Him.”
This is not the slavish fear of the
world, a mere dread of evil, but a
godly fear mingled with affection.
From the burning bush Moses heard
the solemn charge, “Put off thy shoes
from off thy feet, for the place
whereon  thou standest is  holy
ground,”  Common ground other
times, but holy when God was there.
Men have always felt awed, and some-
times feared for their lives, when

—How do you check up on one fourth of the year's work?
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holy beings like angels appeared to
them,

We should have reverence for all
holy things, God iz holy; His name
g holy; His book, the Bible, i3 holy;
God’s money, the tithe, is holy and
cannot be used for common things;
God’s houge, the church, is holy and
we should walk softly in it; our bod-
ies are hely and must not be defiled;
God’s day, the Sabbath, is holy and
must be kept holy.

Notice the following statements
from the Spirit of prophecy: “Rever-
ence should be shown alse for the
name of God. Never should that
name he gpoken lightly or thought-
lessly. Kven in prayer its frequent
or necedless repetition shounld e
avoided. ‘Holy and reverend is His
name.” Angels, as they speak if,
veil their faces. 'With what rever-
ence should we, who are fallen and
ginful, tako it upen our lips!"—“Hdu-
eation,” p. £43.

Children shounld be taught reverence
for God: “Another precious grace
that should be carefully cherished is
reverence. True reverence for God is
ingpired by a sense of His infinite
greatness and a realization of His
presence. With this sense of the Un-
seen the heart of every child should
be deeply impressed. The hour and
placo of prayer and the serviees of
public worship the child should be
taught to regard as sacred because
God is there—Id., p. 243,

Careful instruction is given con-
cerning the house of God in “Testi-
monies,” Volume V, page 4921 “When
the worshipers enter the place of
meeting, they should do so with de-
corum, passing quietly to their seats.
. Common talking, whispering,
and langhing should not be permitted
in the house of worship, either before
or after the service.”

Shall not we Juniors cultivate the
spirit of reverence? When you see
the beautiful trees, remember they
represent God’s thoughts in foliage;
the #flowers are God’s thoughts in
bloom; the birds are CGod’s thoughts
wrapped in fealhers; the fish are
God’s thoughts covered with scales;
all the vast creation declare the glory
and love of God, Make this your
resolution: I will walk softly in the
sanctuary; I will walk softly in the
earth, and espeeially in God’s pres-
ence and chureh,

F. G, AgupAvdllL
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How Do We Show Reverence?

Wr think before we act., When
our sinecre prayer s, “Let the words
of my mouth, and the meditation of
my heart, be acceptable in "Thy sight,
O Lord, my Strength, and my Re-
deemer,” our conduct as well as our
attitudes will please God. We must
think reverence before we show rever-
ence, There are people who lift their
hats when they pass a church, while
in their hearts there iz no thought of
love or respeet for God. Just as we
must feel love mside before we do
love’s kindly actions, so must we feel
reverence before showing it. The act
is practically worthless without the
feeling.

If you visit the house of a friend,
you do not go into his carpeted rooms
with dirty shoes; you do not framp
mud around, or #pit on the fioor, or
throw things about. If you did,
you would not be showing respect or
revercnee. Sinee God 1z our best
Friend, we should be even more con-
siderate of Him and Hig house than
we would be of our best earthly
friends.

Have you ever observed that some
men when they speak of their wives
never call them any endearing name,
but use some disrespectful nickname?t
That shows they do not love their
wives, They have no respeet because
they have ne love, When a person
uses God’s name profanely,—he
swears, let us say,—he indieates by
his disrespect or irreverence that he
does not love God. Our words make
known what we think of CGod.

Booker T. Washington used to tell

Jthe story of an old Negro whose new

migtress told him o dig up a certain
bush in the garden. The old man did
not do it, In the afternoon hiz mis-
tress said, “Why haven’t you removsd
this bush?” Tears streamed down
the old fellow’s face as he said, “I
just ean’t. The old missus, she planted
that bush, and I just can’t dig i up.”
Love and reverence for his older mis-
tress filled this man’s heart.

We ghow reverenee or respeet for
womanhood by lifting our hats to
women, That is a beautiful eustom.
God wants us not to lift our hats to
Him (although if wo could see Him
we should do that too), but fo be
reverent, This is for our own sakes
beecause if we are not reverent we lose
the sense of wonder and become
coarse,

The maker of a complicated ma-
chine one day explamed it and its
intrieate workings to me. As I
watched it do its work I felt deep
respect for the man who made it. The
machine proved that he was a most
unusual man, As I look on the won-
ders of the world around me, I sec the
work of God and marvel at its boauty
and usefulness. No elock ever made
by man keeps so exact time as the
sun, God’s clock in the heavens. Look
up into .the sky om a starry night.
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Think of the myriads of stars that
you gee, and the myriads upon myr-
iads yon cannot see, and remomber
that each star is a world bigger than
this earth. Then think of the God
who created them, That should make
you feel awe, revercnce. Such a
mighty God! Yet this very God is
our loving Father!

‘We show respect to our parents by
obeying them, by not arguing with
them, by loving them and helping
them. This is what iz meant by the
commandment, “Honor thy father and
thy mother.”

Boys and girls sometimes grow im-
patient with older folks because they
think the glder folks ave a littlo silly;
they think them slow old fogies. But
the Bible urges reverence for them.
8o honor them, Think of them as
old soldiers who have fought the bat-
tles of life. Be kind to them. That
is showing them reverence.

Tom made a practice of offering his
seat in the street ecar to the old peo-
ple. His companions langled at him
and said, “You pay for your seat.
Btiel to it. Don’t give it up to hay-
seeds,” Bui Tom just smiled, and
continned to give up his seat. Ile
had learned from his grandfather that
old legs are mot so strong as young
ones, and that he was better able to
gland than were the older folks. Tom
beeame a popuiar boy. Those who
saw what he A4id liked him for it
He did not think he was showing
reverence, but he was., Respect is
reverence.

Mr. Smart Aleck laughed at the
odd-looking boy or girl in the school.
Smart Aleck thought a lot of himself,
But the queer-looking bhoy grew to he
a great man, a leader of his country;
and the odd girl grew {o be a fine
woman, a blesging to her eommunity.
The schoolmaster was wise who took
off his hat to his scholars beeause,
he said, one of them may some day
be prime minister of England. That
respeet iz revercmce. Bhall we not all
cultivate the grace of reverence in our
liveo every day?

W

THE stars alse have a message of
good eheer for every human being,
In those houwrs that come to all, when
the heart is faint, and temptation
presses sore; when obstacles seem in-
surmonntable, life’s aimg impossible
of aehievement, its fair promises like
apples of Sodom, where, then, can
such courage and steadfasiness be
found as in that lesson which God
has bidden us learn from the stars in
their untroubled -coursef—*“Educa-
tion,” p, 115,

v

“As thou goest step by step, the
way shall open up before thee?
Prov. 4:12 (Hebrew).

Order all supplies through your Book and Bible House,




Vol. 22, No. 3

The Church Officers’ Gazette

31

MISSIONARY VOLUNTEER WEEK

March 9-16

Including Missionary Volunteer Day

The Missionary Volunieer Week
of Prayer

THIS Missionary Volunteer Weok
of Prayer brings to the church anm
unusual opportunity to win its uncon-
verted youth to Christ, and to deepen
the Christian experience of those who
are already Christians. The echurch
has come to an hour when it must
avail itself of every meang to win
and hold its youth for Christ, or the
young people in ingreasing numbers
will turn to the world and away from
the church. The boy or girl whose
heart is not surrendered to Christ be-
comes Satan’s plaything,

The ehurch must lake the youth
upon its heart. “God has appointed
the church as a watchman, to have a
jealous care over the youth and chil-
dren, and as a sentinel to see the
approach of the enemy and give warn-
ing of danger. But the church does
not realize the situation. She is sleep-
ing on guard. In this time of peril
fathers and mothers must arouse and
work as for life, or many of the youth
will be forever lost,”—“Counsels to
Teachers,” p. 165.

Blder O. Montgomery once said:
“There iz no more fruitful field than
the young people in Sevenih-day Ad-
ventist homes. The most fruitful
field I know of in all the wide, wide
world is ameng our own young people
in our own churches.”

Elder C, B. Haynes, at a council
of union workers at Lima, Peru, said:
“The young people form the most sus-
ceptible group in our congregations;
that is, the words which are spoken
are making a deeper impression upon
the minds of the youth than upon
the older omnes, The most fruitful
evangelistic field we have iz among
our ¢wh youhg pecple Surely it will
be a shortsighted clureh that does
not cultivate its most fruitful field.

In preparation for this Week of
Prayer the chureh hoard would do well
to make a careful census of the chil-
dren and youth connected with the
families of the church. Intelligent
plans for soul winning can be laid
only when the faets regarding the
youth are known. It would be well
if prayer Hsts were kept and ar-
rangements made for personal soul-
winning work to be done.

It would be well if the elder or
gome other properly qualified person
of the church in whom the young
people have confidence would provide
2 time when he could hold individual
eonferences with young people, and
study with such as may desirve to talk
with him the peeuliar problems that

may be distressing them, and pray
with them.

Church officers and parents should
unite in prayer bands, There is power
in united prayer. “Prayer iz heaven’s
ordained means of suecess in the con-
fliect with sin and the development of
Christian character’—“The Acis of
the Apostles,” p. 564,

It might be well to write to the
conferenee president and request that
some worker be sent to give speeial
kelp, but if this help is not svailable,
then tho chureh board should lay
definite plans for the carrying fox-
ward of meebings during this spring
Week of Prayer. If it is at all pos-
gible, meetings should be econducted
each evening, and it would be well to
follow the materiai made available
in this GAzeeTE, In its planning, the
church hoard should not ignore the
executive commitiee of the Mission-
ary Volunteer Soeiely.

Let there be a revival of the family
altar in the home. Many a youth
in afteryears has been held steady
through temptation and discourage-
ment because of his memories of ex-
periences at the Ifamily altar of
prayer.

May God make this Week of Prayer
a time of great blessing and vietory
to the youth of the church, and not
only to the youth, but to the whole
church, A, W. P.

Missionary Volunteer
Day
SABBATH, MARCH 9

BY ALFRED W. PETERSON

Seoretary of the Young People's
Departiment of Missionary
Volunteers

This Mighty Hour

ApventisT youth have ecome to a
mighty hour, No previcus generation
of youth has ever witnessed such
rapid and amazing ehanges in the
industrial, social, and political strue-
ture of the countries of the world as
are seen today. ““Civilization has
struek its tents and is once more on
the march.” “Contemporary civiliza-
tion is seething with new and sfrange
social ideas and doctrines,” say two
ohserverg of world trends.

Ancther writer says: “Not only here

but over the entive Western world a
strange and unforeseen movement of |
the mind is taking place. Whether it
iz what the scientist ealls a frue his-
torical process or, as it may seem, a
contagioug obsession, is a question
nof now to be answered. It has var-
tous aspects, Ome i3 our own [Amer-
ican]. TFaseisin is another. Commu-
nism is the extreme. In any respeet it
is the rise of a mass way of thinking
against the individualistic concept of
free human soelety that contains both
democracy and eapitalism,”

Walter Lippman, in a recent book,
wrote: “The dissolution of the old
modes of thought has gone se fay,
and iz so eumulative in its effects, that
the modern man is not able to sink
back after a period of prophesying
inte a new but stable orthedoxy, The
irreligion of the modern world is radi-
cal to a degree for which therc is, T
think, no eounterpart.”

Ancother student of modern social
movements asks: “Whence this world
phenomencen? What men and what
forces sre behind this world unrest?
What subtle power is it that has, al-
most before the world is aware, dyna-
mited the foundations of society and
eivilization, and so promoted the spirit
of revolution in the world that all
governments tremble, not only for
their own life, but for the life of
every valuable institution of civiliza-
tion as well! What strange powers
are they that compel governments to
contribute to the damage and dev-
astation of their own citizens rather
than to their joy and peace and well-
being 7

‘Never was any previous genera-
tion called to meet issues so momen-
tous; mever before were young men
and young women confronted by
perils so great as confront them
today. . . .

“The centralizing of wealth and
power; the vast combinations for the
enriching of the few at the expense
of the many; the combinations of the
peorer classes for the defense of their
interests and claimg; the spirit of un-
rest, of riot and bloodshed ; the world-
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wide dissemination of the same teach-
ings that led to the French Revolu-
tion,—all are tending to invelve the
whole world in a struggle similax to
that which convulsed F'rance,

“Such are the influences to be met
hy the youth of today.”—“Educa-
tion,” pp. 885-828.

Daring and following the great
World War, millions of young people
found it impossible to pursue the
normal activifies of life. The hates,
fears, ambitions, and debts growing
out of the war and out of the adjunst-
ments following the war, plunged them
into eireumsianees which narrowed
down or entirely destroyed edueational
opportunity for them, The depres-
sion with its unemployment pinched
the home and drove tens of thousands
of youth prematurely from the home’s
protection and care. Many of these
youth found it impossible to secure
cmployment and establish hemes of
thelr own. Strange philosophies have
warped the attitudes of men and wo-
men, making life and property less ss-
cure and ereating & spirit of abandon
uhmatched, perhaps, in modern times,

This welter of confusion and change
which has overwhelmed the world is
profoundly affecting the thinking of
the youth in all lands. Refusing to
bo discouraged or defeated, and de-
termined to reconstruet a world more
in keeping with its idealism, wyouth
ig girding itself. In Russia 5,000,000
youig people have banrded themselves
together in the Communist Youth
Asgoeiation, This group, organized
for social reconstruetion, comprises
the shock troeps of Communism., In
Germany, in the spring of 1834,
4,700,000 young people had enlisted
as Hitler Youth. In Ttaly 1,500,000
boys betiween the ages of seven and
eighteen have becn organized into a
great politieal and military movement.
One objective in this organization is
to develop a “love for risks and com-
bat” Im Cuba a directorate of nine
students, the oldest member of which
was twenty-seven and the youngest
nineteen, placed their favorite umi-
versity teacher, Grau San Martin, in
the presidential office. 'We might eon-
tinue to e¢ite other great youth organ-
izations-—-in Spain, Ching, Japan, and
other lands.

‘What is the meaning of this mighty
marshaling of youth around the
world? Ah, dear young people, we
are entering upon the final phases
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of the last pgreat struggle between the
forees of good and evil in the world.
“Batan is gathering an army of youth
under his banmer; and he exults, for
through them he carries on his war-
tare against God.”’——“Counsels o
Teachers,” p. 47.

“Batan is & vigilant foe, intent upon
his purpose of leading the youth to
a course of action entirely contrary
to that which God would approve.
He well knows that there is no other
class that ean do as much good as
young men and young women who are
consecraled to God. The youth, if
right, ¢euld sway 2 mighty influence,
Prsachers, or laymen advanced in
years, cammoet have one half the im-
fluenee wpon the young that the youtl,
devoted to God, can have upon their
associates,”’—“Messages to Young
People,” p. 204. Satan well knows
that if he can destroy the youth of
this gemecration, he can destroy the
race,

The marshaling of Satar’s army in
a fime like this is a mighty challenge
to Adventist youth, God, too, is pre-
paring an army for the straggle which
lies just ahead, Just now, before the
enemy has complefed his wozk of or-
ganization for the last sharvp confliet,
is our time of opportunify to throw
carselves without any reservation
whatsoever into the finishing of the
work of God in the world. The three
angels’ messages are to be carried
to distant and inhospitable lands,
Strongholds of ignorance, prejudice,
and wickedness, where sin lhas en-
trenched itself for centuries, are to
be conquered. “Today He [God] is
calling for young men and women
who are strong and aetive in mind and
body. He desires them to bring into
the comflict against prinecipalities and
powers znd spirifual wiekedness in
high places, their fresh, healthy pow-
ers of brain, bene, and musele’—
“Counsels to Teachers,” p. 5§38, God
is reeruiting His army of seleeted
youth, and He plans to march it onto
the field of aetion in “the erisis at
the end.” Stirring times lie ahead.
The best days of the advent movement
are siifl before us—days of struggle
and power, days of persecution and
courage, days when God is fo use
young men and women mightily,

Note well this brief glimpse of the
stirring future: “God’s purpose for
the children growing wp beside our
hearths is wider, deeper, higher, than

March, 1935

our rtestrieted visien has ecompre-
hended. . And many a lad of
today . . . will yet stand in legisla-
tive assemblies, in halls of justice,
or in royal courts, as a witness for
the King of kings—“Education,”
p. 862. “In the closing scenes of this
earth’s history, many of these chil-
dren and youth will astonish people
by their witness to the frath, which
will be borne in simplicity, yet with
spirit and power. . . . In the mear
future, many children will be endued
with the Spirit of God, and will do
a work in preclaiming the truth to
the world, that at that time cannot
well be done by the older members
of the church.”—“Counsels to Teach-
ers,” pp. 166, 167. “In these last
days, children’s voices will be raised
to give the last message of warning
to a perishing world. When heavenly
intelligences see that men are no
longer permitted to present the truth,
the Spirit of God will come upon the
children, and they will do a work in
the proclamation of the trath which
the older wotkers cannet do, because
their way will he hedged up.’—I4d.,
p. 176.

As the time comes for the third
angel’s message to be given wilh the
greatest power, “the Lord will work
through humble instruments. . . . The
sins of Babylon will be laid open,
The fearful results of enforcing the
observances of the chureh by eivil
authority, the inreads of Spiritualism,
the stealthy Dbut rtapid progress of
the papal power,—all will be un-
magked. By these solemn warnings
the people will be stirred. Thou-
sands upon thousands will Hsten who
have never heard words like these—
“The Great Coniroversy,” p. 606.

Cruel persecution will stalk through
the land, Some will be threatened
with fines and imprisonment; others
will be offered positions of influence
and other rewards if they will re-
nounee their faith, “Those who are
arraigned beforo the courts, make a
strong vindieation of the truth, and
some who hear them are led to take
their stand to keep all the command-
ments of God. Conselentious
obedienee to the word of God will be
treated as vebellion. Blinded by
Satan, the parent will exercise harsh-
ness and severity toward the believ-
ing c¢hild; the master or mistress will
oppress  the eommandment-keeping
servant, Affection will be alienated;
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children will be disinhevited, and
driven from home. The words of
Paul will be lterally fulfilled, ‘Al
that will live godly in Christ Jesus
shall suffer persecution.’ ”—Id., pp.
607, 608.

But these days of eonflict will be
days of unparallcled power and hero-
ism.  “Miracles will be wrought, the
sick will be healed, and sgipng and
wonders will follow the believers. . . .
The message will be ecarried not so
much by argument as by the deep eon-
vietion of the Spirit of God.”—Id.,
p. 612, Yes, the best, most thrilling
days of the advent movement still lis
ahead.

It is to this experience of power
and of conquest that God is calling
our youth today. He is ealling young
men and women whose bodies are
strong and clean and able to stand
hardship. He is ealling young people
who have eourage and whose loyalty
is of proved quality. “The greatest
want of the world is the want of men,
—inen who will not be bought or sold;
men who in their immost souls are
true and honest; men who do not fear
to call sin by its right name; men
whose conscience is as true to duty as
the needle to the pole; men who will
stand for the right though the heav-
ens fall”—“Fducafion,” p. 57. Be-
eause of this splendid future, God has
set before this generation of youth
ideals and standards which, if built
into life, will qualify them for effi-
eient servige and glorious vietory.

Today we need to search our hearts
to discover the gquality of our faith
and loyalty. We nced to be re-
minded that the person who is disleyal
to his ideals now, will not be loyal
to his ideals in the stirring days
ahead.

Let us make this Missionary Vol-
unteer Day a day of decision, deter-
mining to surrender our lves to God’s
purpose. There is peril in delay.
Satan will take advantage of our
indecigion, and will hurry us into ex-
periences that will make it diffieulf for
us to decide later to give our hearts
to God and our lives to His service.
“Unless we do yield ourselves to the
control of Christ, we shall be domi-
nated by the wicked one. We must
inevitably be wnder the control of the
one or the other of the two great
powers that are comtending for the
supremacy of the world. It is not
necessary for us deliberately to choose

The Church Officers’ Gazette

the serviee of the kingdom of dark-
negs in order to ecome under its
dominion. We have only to ncglect
to ally ourselves with the kingdom
of light, If we do not cooperate
with the heavenly agencies, Satan
will take possession of the heart, and
will make it his abiding place’—
“The Desire of Ages,” p. 324,

In this time of decision we must
choose whether we will march with
Batan’s army to disappointment, de-
foat, and eternal shame, or whether
we will enlist in God’s army and in
the end sing the song of wvietory.
“Choose poverty, reproach, separa-
tion from friends, or any suffering,
rather than to defile the soul with sin.
Death before dishonor or the trans-
gression of God’s law, should be the
motto of every Christian”—“Mes-
sages,” p. 80

Perhaps there are some who are
haunted with the diseouragements and
defeats of the past, or find themselves
bound in the slavery of sin. To every
such one who places his future in the
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hand of God comes the assuring
word, “The Spirit of the Lord will
come upon thee, and thou . . . shalt
be turned into another man.” 1 Sam.
10:6. God has made full provision
for the liberation and transformation
of our puny lives.

May the young men and women in
all our churches surrender to His
purpose in a time like this, and let
Him stir them. This mighty hour—
yvouth’s hour—is God’s hour. “With
guch an army of workers as owr
youth, rightly trained, might furnish,
how soon the message of a crucified,
risen, and soon-coming Saviour might
be carried to the whole world! How
soon might the end eome,—the end of
suffering and sorrow and sinl How
soon, in place of a possession here,
with its blight of sin and pain, cur
ehildren might receive their inherit-
ance where ‘the righteous shall inherit
the land, and dwell therein forever;’
where ‘the inhabitant shall not say,
I am sick,” and ‘the voiee of weeping
shall be no more heard) ¥—1Id., p. 196.

Studies for Senior Missionary Volunteers
BY LOUIS K. DICKSON
President of the Florida Conference

SUNDAY, MARCH 10
Advent Youth—Arise!

THE hour has struck for the youth
of the advent movement to arise and
finish the work of God in the earth.
This concluston is inevitable when

one considers the present situation

from every angle.

For this reason we need to be im-
pressed with the present unprece-
dented situation now eonfronting
God’s people. Blind, indeed, shall
wa be if we do not recognize the vast-
ness and temperary nature of present
opportunities te bring the cause of
Christ to a speedy triumph. So far
as we can see, there will not come
a time when the opportunifies will be
greater than those with which we are
confronted today.

There is China with her four hun-
dred million turning from her ancient
past and now more ready to respond
to Christianity than ever before.
There is India now swept by the spirit
of unrest and made peeuliarly aceessi-
ble to the constructive processes of

the gospel. There is Afriea, which
can no longer be ealled the Dark
Continent, with searecly a closed door
to tho Christian missionary. All of
this and more might be said of the
Near East as well ag of the Far Bast,
of the Pacifie Island world, and of
Latin and South Ameriea. The world
is wide open as never before for the
onward and triumphant march of the
church of God.

There is added significanee in the
present situation because of the fact
that this unparalleled enlargement
of opportunity comes at a time when
the church is ealled upon to deal
with some of the most diffieult prob-
lems with which it has ever had to
grapple within its own ranks in the
home bases.

Youth of the advent movement, why
do you think it is that at the very
time our forces have more to do than
ever at the home bases, we are also
confronted with an immeasurably
greater opportunity abroad than that
which has faeed any preceding gen-
eration? TIs not the comclusion un-
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avoidable that God now sees in Hig
church those with whom He ean trust
a situation unprecedented and world
wide in its sweep? Does He not see
and recognize in the chureh latent
capacities for visiom, for adventure,
for heroism, for leadership, and for
devotion and comsecration which, if
exercised and accompanied by Him,
make possible the meeting of this un-
nsual and unprecedented situation?
Al of this God sees in the youth of
this great world-wide movement,

Again, there is added still greater
significance fo the present hour by
the faet that the end is right upon
ug. Battle lines are forming on every
hand. The tramp of armies iz on
every national border, Millions more
than ever hefore are trained or being
trained for Armageddon, Boon every
land will be filled with war and blood-
shed, strife and commotion, which will
not end unfil the armies of heaven
cause it all to cease.

Almost any day the youth of the
advent movemenf, along with the
youth of the whole world, will be
called fo fhe battle lines. What a
pity that we are nob now as one
mighty, redeemed host moving into
the lines of Prince Immanuel for the
finishing of the work of salvation for
lost mankind! What a pity that we
are not far ahead of where we are
today in saerificial serviee—in doing
our part toward the eonsummation of
the work of the third angel!

The youth of the world at large
are in turmoil. The minds of the
youth in this gemeration are being
captured by Satan for the fulfillment
of his nefarious plans for the de-
struetion of the hopes of mankind.
In practicalty every land there are
great youth movementy which are in-
spiring and exeiting youthful strength
into eoncerted action. Should there
not be now a great onlistment of ad-
vent youth in the conflict with ein
and error? Should we not rise up
now with at least the same ahandon-
ment and loyalty to the eause we love
ag those are doing who follow but a
worldly leader? Has not Christ a
greater and a more just demand upon
our strength, our time, our talents,
yea, our very lives, than any earthly
leader? 'Why, then, are we so slow
to respond fo God’s eall to action?
Why do we not as a body of advent
youth throw ourselves into the pro-
gram of giving our all to the Master’s
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gervice, in the same way that the
nations will soon demand that we
enter the armies of earth to risk our
lives for a cause of less importance?
The call of thig hour is a call to great
sacrifiee for the Master who sacrificed
His all in our hehalf. Does not the
present situation from every aspect
call for truer devetion and more con-
seerated, courageous, and sacrificial
gerviee for the Master fhan ever be-
fore?

Thig is Hkewise the most dangerous
hour of all history. This is due to
many things, First of all, there are
more perplexing problems among the
nations, and consequenfly more in-
centivez to war, than ever hefore at
any one time in all human history.
Therefore, bitterness and anger and
hatred are on the rapid increase every-
where. Great gweeping influences are
abroad, tending fo drag lives down
morally, physically, and spiritually,
Satan is working “with all power and
signs and lying wonders” (2 Thess.
2:9), and soon the way will be hedged
up before us to such an extent that it
will take supreme faith to surmount
the difficulties before the work of God.

“How much owest thou unto my
Lord? (Luke 16:5) is a guestion
which we should all faeo at once,
and answer with our whole hearts.
Now is the most opportune time that
we shall ever have to pay to the
fullest extent that we can, the im-
measurable debt which we owe to our
Master and Lord. To diselaim the
indebtedness does not abolish it.
There is now to he an aecounfing. We
are being weighed in the halances of
the Lord of hosts. What we decide

to do for our Lord must be deeided

and doune quickly. Soon, very soem,
Batan plans to sweep the great army
of advent youth into the ramks for
the closing conflict. Why should we
not reach out over the earth and give
our lives, if need be, in a more noble
cause? What difference does it make
if we lose our Life in His service, since
if we are faithful we ghall find it
again and in a better place than
this? I'unds are now lacking to send
the hosts across the seas to every
nation, kindred, tongue, and people.

Besides being unprecedented in op-
portunity and in danger, the present
sifnation is also a very urgent ome—
urgent because of the probability of
sudden change. Delay now in facing
the situation and answering God’s
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eall comprehensively and courageously
would he the moat serious mistake
we could make in this generatiom,

With startling rapidity Satan is
spreading corrupt influcnces among all
nationg. This fact constitutes another
reason for prompt and urgent aetion
on the part of our advent youth,
These cancerous growths plamted by
our adversary are eating with direct-
ness and deadliness toward the very
vitals of the spiritual lives of fhose
who must hear the truth, in order to
make right decisions for God and the
third angel’s message. We ecannot
trifle now, These are serioms faets
which command quick and correct
conclagions, and firm and anflinching
determination, with a eomplete con-
secration on our part.

The present situation is immeasur-
ably more urgent than that of other
days beeause of the reeent unparal-
leled triumphs of the message. It is
a remarkable faet that the most ex-
tensive vietories of onr missions have
heen those of the recent past, Not
even in the early days of Christianity
were such atriking results achieved as
have accompanied the efforts of our
miggionaries and minigters around the
world during the lasgt few years.

‘We must now come to the realiza-
tion that the present unparalleled
world situation affords not only the
greatest opportunity we as the youth
of the advent movement have ever
known, but also our only epportunity,

“The work which centuries might have

one
Must crowd the hour of sctiing sun.”

The time has come when we must
ponder well where we are placing the
chief emphasis in life. The great
problem of missionary enterprise as
earried on by the remnant chureh, to
which we have become attached, is
upon us to solve. What are we doing
about 11? What are we going to do
about it during this Week of Prayer$
In the lght of the following words
from the Spirit of propheey, what
are we going to do about it?

“God could have reached His object
in saving sinners without our aid; but
in order for us to develop a charac-
ter like Christ’s, we must share in
His work, In order to enter into IHis
joy—the joy of seeing souls re-
deemed hy His sacrifice—we must
participate in I{is labors for their
redemption”—“The Desire of Ages”
p. 142,
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To meet tle requirements of this
wonderful hour we must, with clear
understanding and pure faith, lay
hold of the task set before us, and
move on to that eertain vietory., We
must pray and prevail with God. And
with our prayers constantly asecend-
ing to God for strength, we must
move forward into these high places
of spiritual life and achievement
which it is our privilege to oecoupy.
Let us not wait for a mere opportune
time, Just now these opportunities
are before us, We know not what 2
day may bring forth to shatter the
plans which we have laid for a time
to come, when we shall with conse-
crated abandonment enter the lists
of volunteers to go forth and finish
the work of God in the earth.

“*Tis not for man to trifle! Life Is bried
And six is here.
Our age 1s but the failing of a leaf,
A dropping tear.
We have no time to sport away the

ours,
All must”be carnesi in a world like
ars.

And we might add, all must be
earnest in an hour like this, Let us
then rally as one grand army of ad-
vent youth, march unitedly out against
the enemy, and plant the banmer of
thig glorious truth of the third angel’s
message in every place unoccupied by
God’s remnant people. Let us arise
and finish the work. It is our task—
it is the unfinished task separating
the redeemed of all generations from
God’s eternal kingdom,

MONDAY, MARCH 11

Marching Orders

THAT God is ealling the youth of
the advent movement in this tims
of emergency and crisly in His work
has been made clear many times, In
both the Bible and the Spirit of
propheey this call kas been put into
words that are ummistakable,

God’s Call Through MHis Word

Matthew 28:19, 20. The great
commission was first spoken to the
diseiples, mostly young men, Who had
joinsd themselves to Christ. This
commission is given to every believer;
therefore it is given to us as mueh
as to the first diseiples. This com-
mission can be answered only by
GOING.

The Lord hag always ealled Ilis
ehosen servants in their youth—Isaae,
Joseph, Samucl, David, Daniel, Jokn
the Baptist, Paul, and many others
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wero called as young men to do
mighty deeds in the confliet with gin.
Christ had just entered His thirties
when His ministry clesed upon the
erogs, Coming down into later than
apostolic times, we find that God still
ealled young men to reform leader-
ship. The leaders in the great sec-
ond advent movement and in the
ostablishment of the Seventh-day Ad-
veniist Chureh were all ealled from
the ranks of God’s consecrated youth.
God rejoices in the strength of youth,
and arges them to rejoice in it also.
Eecl. 11:9. (Bee also Ecel. 12:1.)
The youth are not to he despised.
1 Tim, 4:18,

God Calls Through the Spirit
of Prophecy

(Bead “Messages,” p. 41, pars. 1, 2.)

“Treason against God”—what an
indietment that wouid bLe te meet us
in the judgment! Surely we will not
allow oursclves to join the ranks of
those who are guilly of treasen
againgt God. If not, then we will
hear the voiee of God calling us to His
gerviee, ealling us to follow Jesus in
the finishing of His ministry to fallen
mankind, Where He leads we will
follow; where e points we will go.
Will not such a program of life now
adopted by our great army of youth
individually quickly finish the work?

“God claims our gervies, There are
responsibilities for every one to bear;
and we ean fulfill life’s grand mission
only when these responsibilities are
fully aceopted, and faithfully and con-
scientiously discharged.”—Id., p. 37.

What Kind of Youth Is God
Calling?

(Read “Messages,” p. 24.)

“God does not bid the youth to he
less aspiring. Ths slements of char-
acter that make a man successful and
honored ameng Teen,—the irrepressi-
ble desire for some greater geod, the
indomitable will, the strenuous ex-
ertion, the untiring perseveramce,—
are not to be erushed out.’—*“Pairi-
archs and Prophets,”” p, 6028, .

(Read “Messages,” p. 25 par. 1)

Here i3 God’s blueprint of what
our youth are to be. Here is a de-
geription of the kind of young people
God is looking for and calling to His
great closing tasks. liet ws summa-
rize these clear qualifieations which
He has laid down through His chosen
servant:
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1. Youth with bread ideas and
wige plans—in other words, youth
with wision.

2. Youth who make the most of
their oppertunities.

3. Youth who have caught the in-
spiration and courage that amimated
the apostles.

4. Youth who are truchecarted.

5. Youth whe delight to be learn-
ers.

6. Youth who walk humbly with
God.

7. Youth free from impurity.

8. Youth free from all gontamina-
tion of a sensual nature.

9. Youth who despise all falsity
and wickedness.

10. Youth who are brave.

11. Youtk who do whatever their
hands find to de for Christ.

12, Youth who aspire.

13, Youth whe posgess the elements
of character that make a man sue-
eessful and honored among men.

14, Youth with Christ enthroned in
the heart.

15. Youth whe put energy and en-
thusiastie zeal into their service.

16, Youth who are pressing to the
front and identifying themselves as
laborers together with Christ.

Burely, such a call from God to
the youth of the remmant chureh is
worthy of our eaveful and prayerful
consideration. This ig a eall to serve
the Lord, mot enly in fields beyond
and to the ends of the earth, but alse
in the place in which we find our-
gelves. Listen to the challenge which
God sends forth im behalt of Iis
languishing ehurch:

“The church is languishing for the
help of wvoung men who will bear a
courageous testimony, who will with
their ardent zeal stir wp the sluggish
energies of God’s people, and so in.
crease the power of the chureh in
the world, Young men are wanted
who will resist the tide of worldliness,
and lft a voles of warning against
taking the first steps in immorality
and viee'-—"Messages,” p. 25.

This is nothing less than a call of
God to the youth of this great move-
ment to rise to the heights of Chris-
tian leadership in spiritual things. It
is a ehallenge to us to reach out after
leadership in devetiom, in prayerful-
ness, in surrender, and in missionary
endeavors, that the chureh may be
brought up on higher ground. Ged
is actwally depending uwpon us as
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youth te lead the chureh itself out of
the lethargy and slothfulness and
despiritualized eondition into whieh
it hag fallen, These are our marching
orders. Shall we heed them, or shall
we be guilty of “treason against
God” in this eritieal hour of the hig.
tory of the eloging work of God in
the earth? Al heaven iz watehing
and listening for our respomse. God
is waiting—patiently waiting, We
have been long in ecomprehending and
answering,

We must now hasten to answer.
saying: “Speak, Lord; for Thy serv-
ant heareth;” “Here am I; send me”
Not mueh longer will probation’s hour
linger, Soon the forces of evil will
close in for the last great struggle.
Boon every young life among us will
be eonseripted for the military ma-
ehine wlieh will go down in a welter
of blood m Armageddon. This is the
great day of the youth of the advent
movement. God forhid that it ghould
pass unheeded, with all its golden
opportunities for trinmphant achieve-
ments.

TUESDAY, MARCH 12
Power for the Task

Gop hag never called or eommanded
a young man or a young woman to
perform a task and failed to supply
the power—His power. Let us remind
ourseives of God’s pieked young men
and women who were elothed with un-
usual power for their tasks. (Review
here briefly the lives of Joseph, Moses,
Daniel, Peter, James, John, and
Paul.}

All of these people actually received
the power of God which had hbeen
promised to them when they stepped
right out by faith, (Refer to He-
brsws 11, that honror roll of the
fajthful.)

Power Promised in the Word

Matthew 28:18, 19. This promise
of power given to young men, fol-
fowers of Jesus, iz good in these last
days also.

Romang 9:28. (lod promises to fin-
ish the work. He has set Iis mighty
hand to the task,

Romans 1:16, The gospel message
itself is gufficient—all power in the
word. (Sec also 1 Cor. 1:18, 24.)

Bphesiang 6:10, Invited to be
stromg in His might.

Romans 9:17. Men raised up that
God’s power might be seen in them.

2 Peter 113, His divine power gives
all things,
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2 Timothy 1:7.
the spirit of power.

Colosgians 1:11.  We may be
strengthened aeeording to His glori-
ous power.

Ephesians 3:7, 20.
may work in us.

Ephesiang 1:19, “Aeeording to the
working of Hisz mighty power.”

2 Corinthians 13:10; Romans 15:
13, 19, Paul eonscious of power be-
stowed upon him,

2 Corinthians 12:9. Conseciousness
of the weakness of self a requisite to
the reception of God’s power for the
tagk,

God has given us

God’s power

Aets 6:8. Stephen was filled with
power.
Aets 1:8. Power received by re-

ception of the Holy Spirit,

John 1:12. Power given to beeome
sons of God.

We might go on finding abundant
promises ¢f power from God and ex-
amples of those who were empowered
when eommanded to perform great
tasks for God.

Promises of Power in the Spirit
of Prophecy

(Read: “Testimonies,” Vol. VII, p.
17, par. 3; “Ministry of Healing,” p.
500, par 3; “Messages,” p. 106, par.
1; p. 105, par. 1.}

His Biddings Are Enablings

“The heavenly intellipenees will
work with the human agent who seeks
with determined faith that perfee-
tion of charaeter which will reaeh out
to perfection in aetion. To every
one engaged in this work Christ says,
I am at your right hand te help you.

“Ag the will of man ecoperates with
the will of God, it beeomes ommipo-
tent, Whatever ig to be Gone at His
sommand, may be accomplished in
His strength. All His hiddings are
enablings."—*"“Christ’s Object Les-
sons,” pp. 332, 338.

“In the midet of the time of trouble
that is coming, . , . God’s ehosen
people will stand unmoved. Satan
and his host eannot destroy them;
for angels that excel in strength will
proteet them.”"—“Testimonties,” Vol
IX, p. 17. (Read also Id,, Vol. VIII,
. 246, par. 2.)

In the light of these extraordinary
promiges, who ean doubt that God
hag amply provided the power for
the finishing of the work, no matter
how hard and unpromising the outlook
may appear in any given place? This
power is to be given under certain
weil-defined conditions., Through the
Spirit of propheey we Iearm: “When
we have entire, wholeliearted econseera-
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tion to the serviee of Christ, God will
recognize the faet by an outpouring
of His Spirit without measurs.”—Re-
view and Herald, July 21, 1896.

It was this sort of eomplete and
full eonseeration whieh the diseiples
had made before the day of Penteeost.
‘We read: “The hearts of the diseiples
were sureharged with a benevolenece so
full, so deep, so far-reaching, that it
impelled them to go to the ends of the
earth, testifying, God forbid that we
ghould glory, save in the eross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, They were filled
with an intense longing to add fo
tho chureh of sueh as should be saved,
They ealled on the believers to arouse
and do their part, that all nations
might hear the truth, and the earth be
filled with the glory of the Lord.”—
“Teostimondes,”” Vol. VII, pp. 81, 83.

The Lord has peinted to His power
as manifested on the day of Pente-
eost, and also as manifested in the
1844 movement. These manifestations
will be repeated, for wo road: “The
advent movement of 1840-44 was a
gloricas manifestation of the power
of God; the first angel’s message was
carried to every missionary station
in the world, and in some eouniries
there was the greatest religious in-
terest whieh has been witnessed in
any land since the Reformation of the
sixteenth eentury; but these are fo
be exceeded by the mighty movement
under the last warning of the third
angel.

“The work will be similar to that
of the day of Penteeost. . . .

“Servants of Glod, with their faces
lighted up and shining with holy
eonseeration, will hasten from place
to plaee to proelaim the message from
heaven. By thousands of voiees, all
over the earth, the warning will be
given, Miraeles will be wrought, the
siek will he healed, and signs and
wonders will follow the helievers,
Batan also works with lying wonders,
even bringing down fire from heaven
in the sight of men. Thus the in-
hahitants of the earth will be brought
to take their stand.

“The message will be carried [as
was the midnight ery of 18441 not s0
mueh hy argument as by the deep
eonvietion of the Spirit of God—
“The Great Controversy,” pp. 611,
612,

Again we read: “Why has the his-
tory of the work of the diseiples, as
tbey labored with holy zeal, animated
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and vitalized by the Holy Spirit, been
recorded, if it is not that from this
record the Lord’s people today are to
gain an inspiration to work earnestly
for Him% 'What the Lord did for
Hig people in that time, it is just
ag essential, and more so, that He
do for His people today. All that
the apostles did, every church member
today is to do. And we are to work
with ag mueh more fervor, to be ac-
companied by the Holy Spirit in as
much greater measure, as the in-
erease of wickedness demands a mors
decided call to repentance.,”—“Testi-
monies,” Vol. VII, p. 83,

The time for the fulfiliment of
these precious words is here. Young
people, we must have Eim in our lives.
We must become more intense in our
seeking, and congequently more sure
in our finding Him who has promised
to be with us even unto the end. “The
dispensation im which we are now
living is to be, to those that ask, the
digpensation of the Floly Spirit, Ask
for Hig blesging, It is time we were
more intense in our devotion. To us
is committed the arduoug, but happy,
glorious work of revealing Christ to
those who are in darkness, We are
called to proclaim the special truths
for this time. Tor all this the out-
pouring of the Spirit is espential. We
should pray for it. The Lord expects
us to ask Him. We lave not been
wholehearted in this work.’—*“Testi-
monies to Ministers,” pp. 611, 512,

God is ealling us to more intense
devotion. We are to lead the church
into higher planes of sacrifice and
service. To this great misgion we
must abandon ourselves. Iet no sac-
rifice but that of the Saviour Himsgelf
be our example and guide. Leé us,
ag did Paul, “811 up that which is
behind of the afflictions of Christ.”
Let us join the sacrificial proeession,
or—sghall we say%—the saerificial sue-
cession, along with the apostles and
prophets and martyrs of all ages.
All the blessings through the third
angel’s message have come down to us
through their courage and unselfish
service. We are debtors, indeed, to
all the past lives of davotion that have
gone before. Let us step oué this
very day upon a new program of de-
voted, loving, adventurous, courageous
service for the Master, yielding our-
selves as living saerifices just where
we are, to be used according o His
divine will.
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13
Acceptable Sacrifice

“I BESEECH you therefore, brethren,
by the mercies of God, that ye pre-
gent your bhodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God, which is
your reasonable service,” Rom, 12:1.

“He said to them all, If any man
will come after Me, let him deny him-
gelf, and take up his eross daily, and
follow Me.” Luke 9:23.

In answering God’s ecall for this
hour we must realize that it 18 a call
to sacrifice. To answer a call to face
danger, difficulty, and privation to
the point of suffering for worldly
homor and gain, iz a ecommon thing.
Plenty there are who, im order to
gain riches or fame or worldly dis-
tinetion, will gladly risk life and lmb,
They are ready to leave home and
loved ones and all their pleasant sur-
roundings, that they may outdo others
in like achievements. This kind of
sacrifice is mnot aceceptable in the
gervice of Christ. Wages or other
personal gain weighs heavily in the
decisions of many—yes, of the great
majority today. Not so with the man
who would render aecceptable serviee
to God. Much of the prolonged sae-
rifices for great worldly achievement
is laudable, but sueh sacrifice is of
an inferior kind ag compared with the
minigtry of Christ to which we are
called.

That gaerifice in the service of
Christ whichk is acceptable to Him is
disinterested In its natmre, Christlike
in eharacter. The thought uppermost
in such lives is not, What am T going
to get for this sacrifice T am making?
but rather, How ean I give more to
the Saviour that others may gain ctex-
nal life? Oniy that kind of sacrificial
service iz pleasing to God or aecept-
able in Iis sight.

There iz a divine reason back of
God’s requirement in regard to saeri-
ficial service, (Read “Steps to
Chrigt,” pp. 84, 85.)

Many make the fatal migtake of be-
lieving that any kind of suffering
endured manfnlly is bearing the eross
for Christ. Not so. This aceeptahle
suffering, or the bearing of His eross,
can be experienced only in connec-
tion with the trials and sufferings en-
eountered upon the pathway of serv-
ice for Christ. It was in making
possible the salvation of mankind that
Christ met the cross that He bore,
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We will take up His cross only as we
suffer in the same ministry of soul
winning. All other sufferings may be
considered as crogses, but “His cross,”
which He invites us to bear if we
would be His disciples, is borne only
in the way of reseuing a lost world,

Paul understood this when he
wrote: ‘I am crueified with Christ:
neverthelesg I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth im me: and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by
the faith of the Son of God, who
loved me, and gave Himseclf for me.”
Gal, 2:20.

Chrigt again made Himself clear
upon this point of aecceptable sacri-
fice when He said: “If any man come
to Me, and bate not his father, and
mother, and wife, and children, and
brethren, and gisters, yea, and his
own life also, he cannot be My dis-
eiple. And whosoever doth not bear
hig cross, and come after Me, cannot
be My disciple.” 8o likewise, whoso-
ever he be of you that forsaketh not
all that he hath, he eannot be My dis-
eiple.,” Luke 14:26, 27, 33,

Thig complete abandonment to the
call of God has ever been the su-
preme qmalification in Christ’s serv-
ice. With the true warrior this com-
plete giving up of gelf to the objective
of his warfare i8 but a light thing.
e does not give this part of it a
gsecond’s thought, Would to God that
our great army of youth.of the advent
movement would catch the vision of
what is at stake in the presemt war-
fare between Christ and Satan. Then
wountd their Hves be wrapped up, not
with their personal losses in this
world if they go out for Him, but
rather with enthusiastic willingness
to go whore Christ might lead, as did
Abraham,

After all, the Christian life savers
of the greatest of all adventures. The
apostle declares that our faith “over-
cometh the world.” 1 John 5:4, The
New Testament writers frequently unse
such a metaphor of combat and vie-
tory. They invariably conceive of the
Chrigtian life of service as being a
conflict, Chrigt Himself joined in
this pieture when He said: “Be of
good cheer; I have overcome the
world.” This was His statement an
hour before (tethsemane, The sbory
of the advance of the gospel forces
around the world and into the strong-
holds of the onemy, has tanght us
the megning of His words.
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Yes, dear young friends, we are
in a confliet to “overcome the wicked
one.” The same abandonment ig nec-
esgary-—or shall we call it sacrifice?—
a3 when a soldier is ecalled to the
colors of the nations of earth. The
same adventurous outlook must lay
hold of us as we walk out by faith
to acecept the fortunes of this war-
fare. A conqueror is uswally an ad-
venturer, Romance and mystery of
the highest type enter into his career.
Again we remember Abraham and
that adventurous phrase, “not know-
ing whither he went”! Out of the
koown into the unkmownl! “Faith
spoke, and Abraham deserted the ease
and eomfort of his time to embrace
loneliness and danger, Faith spoke,
and he went forth upon an unmarked
way, pitehing his tent and building
his altars,”

Ingtead of the song, “Rock of Ages
cleft for me, let me hide myself in
Thee,” or, “Hide me ti} the storm of
life is past,” his marching somg was,
#1111 go where you want me to go, . . .
over mountain or plain or sea,” or,
“The Son of God goes forth to war”
or, “I must fight if T would reign.”

The undiseouraged and expectant
life, the normal and expanding life,
the life of youth and of growth, wants
not a peaceful haven, but the open
geas. “No narrow wvalley, sheltered
from the bending storm, but unkmown
lands with winds of risk to drive ifs
ecastles of hope along.” The prayer of
the faithful and courageous youth of
this great advent movement is not for
peace, but for power; not for im-
munity, but for more and more eour-
age; not to he considered exempt or
excused, but to be found worthy and
ready; not for the privilege of re-
maining in Ur of the Chaldees, but
for the chance o go out by faith,

Buch a sacrificial, adventurous faith
possessed the soul of Paul and die-
tated the course of hiz life, The
voice of Macedonia is brother to
every voice that has called man into
strange lands and to stranger tasks.
David Livingstone, William Carey,
Martin Luther, John G. Paton, J. N.
Andrews, and many others were of
this sort—adventurers of faith, her-
alds of God, battlers for the truth.

We ghould study these lives, and
familiarize ourselves with their charac-
teristics of stremgth, that we may
cateh the impuise of their courage,
hear the echo of their virile voices,
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and know that the Spirit of the
Magter eonguerved them, beeausec He
captured their imaginations and am-
bitions and commanded their wills.
Towers of strength weve these men,
no weaklings. Men born to find new
lands and make new paths. Men who
in the eall of God found tasks most
worthy ang supremely alluring. They
did not eling passively to the eross
of Christ, but took passionately their
own cross and carried on for FHis
sale,

These were the characteristics of
the Master. Here first they found
their highest expression. Had He
been satisfied to be good and to do
good without challenging evil, with-
out rebuking evildoers and making an
issue of righteousness, He would very
likely have died a peaceful and nat-
ural death, honored for His gentle-
ness and aeclaimed for His miracles
of merey. DBut “His were restless
feet; His was an impatient heart. He
was not satisfied in the beaten paths
of the fathers; Heo was not content
to leave things as He had found them.
He outgrew Nazareth as Abraham
outgrew Mesopotamia.” He was the
Great Adventurer of Faith, Ile ealled
men to break with traditions and su-
perstitions, to march, to deny self,
and to walk with Him in the ways of
rigk and helpfulness.

Ag adventurers of faith we must ae-
cept the adventurer’s risks, and per-
haps in the end embrace the adventur-
er’s death, As for us, “the servant
is not greater than His Lord.”

“fWho best can drink Hiz cup of woe,
Triumphant over pain;

Who patient bears His cross below,
He follows In His traln.”

Now the ecause of God waits for
men and women of adventurous faith.
The international chaos that feeds
the beastz of famine, anarchy, waw,
and superstition will yield to mno
vacillating and uneertain ministry.
Statesmanlike leadership is called for
in all the work of God at this great
time of deception, The advice of
fear and trembling can do no good
now in ushering in the day of the
Lord and the finishing of the work.
To finish the work of Christ in the
earth will be a greater achievement
than it would liave heen to conguer
in tho World War, When we think
of the great citics of our land, how
often we tremble for the future of
the work of God. How helpless we
are, unless God’s Bpirit is with us
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in His fullness, enabling us o gain
the ears of the masses. They do not
contend against ws; they do not de-
spise us; they do not ignore us; they
are simply unconscions of us. In this
respect they are worse than the
heathen, What a challenge to every
young person—cvery adventurer of
faith! This is the most stupendous
challenge that has c¢ver come to the
church of God. What are we doing
about it? What will your answer be
now ¢

THURSDAY, MARCH 14

Prepared for Service

TaR program of our service for the
Masgter iz all marked out and stands
waiting for us to yicld our all will-
ingly and cheerfully. We read: “Not
more surely is the plaee prepared for
us in the heavenly mansions than is
the special place designated on earth
where we are to work for God.”—
“Christ’s Object Lessons,” p, 327.
What a wonderiul thought! How en-
couraging! The great God of the
universe has a definite plan for each
one of us to enter into His serviee and
ocecupy a chosen place,

This being true, we will wish most
of all, if we are His, to find and to
prepare to fill this chosen place of
God in the best way possible. Jo-
seph’s experience is a good example to
notice. He had no plan of hig own
to rule Egypt finally. In hiz wildest
dreamsg he eould not have planned
such a program as God led him into;
but the Lord guided and controlled
his life so that the plan which He
hagd devised for himm might be realized.
There was, however, a long and seveve
training first of all. There was the
determining of his convictions and
congequent forming of a charaeter fit
to hold such tremendous rosponsibil-
ity. Joseph never complained of the
training, although he did not know
what God had in store for him,

Moses also went through the same
process of lomg training through var-
ied oxperiences which tested him fre-
quently and severely, and finally fitted
him for the leadership of Israel in
a time of great crisiy for the work
of God. Here was definite training
and guidance by God for a specifie
work to which these men were led,
not knowing whither they were go-
ing, Can and will He not do the same
for each ome who will stand the tests
of everyday life?
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Burely God made known to them
finally just the place they should oec-
eupy for Him and toward which all
the training of their experiences had
been tending. Did He not clearly
make known in more modern times
His plan to David Livingstone, John
G, Paton, William Carey, J. N, An-
drews, and many others?

One thing is clear in all of these
lives, which is very important for us
to remember,—God did not immedi-
ately make known to the men involved
His plan for their lives. They were
firat of all tested as to their faith-
fulness and integrity in the everyday
things of life, and afterward God
revealed to them His chosen plan
for them.

How important it is to be found
faithful! We should allow every ex-
perience of life to mold us and fash-
ton ug for the special plaece to which
God is leading us. We should seek

- every meang of education and train-
ing in order to be found fitted and
ready when God calls, “The Lord
desires us to obtain all the education
possible, with the object in view of
imparting our knowledge to others.
. .+ Let the youth who need an edu-
cation set to work with a determina-
tion to obtain it.” “God requires the
training of the mental faculties. He
designs that his servants shall possesa
more intelligence and eclearer dis-
cernment than the worldling, and He
iz displeaged with those who are too
careless or too indolent to hecome effi-
cient, well-informed workers,"—Id.,
pp. 338, 884, ‘

‘When we have all of this in mind,
what a different hue our lives take
on, How different appear the every-
day trials and perplexities of life
which are allowed by God to be our
gteppingstones to the place of His
choosing, What a different objeclive
talkes hold of us in every endeavor
when we realize that “higher than the
highest human thought can reaeh is
God’s ideal for His children.”—*“fdu-
cation,” p. 18. Ifow our hearts stir
within us to attain God’s high ideal
for our individual lives. What joy
there is now in the batiles of life—
those guiding experiences which lead
toward God’s choice for us,

It was because of Christ’s knowl-
edge of the plan of God for Ilis min-
istry and life that He found such
joy in service and the yoke so easy.
(Read Heb. 12:2; Matt. 11:29, 30.}
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Christ could find satisfaction only
in reaching the objeetive whiech God
the Father had for His life. Isa.
53:11.

He is our example. 1 Peter 2:21,

SBome one may say, “That might
have been pessible for Christ. He
might have found satisgfaction only in
service for others; but He was the
Bon of God?” Yes, young friends,
He was and 4s the Son of God, and
beeanse He ig, and hecause He trod
the way before us, it is possible for
us to do likewise.

How It Is Done

Let us study the life of Moses, who
was subject to all the frailties to which
we have fallen heir, There i3 nothing
more Inferesting than to peer bhe-
hind the scenes of a heroic Christian
life and see its secret resources, All
of us like to see how things are done,
How did the hero encounter the giant
so friumphantly? In what hidden
strength was the martyr able to sing
in the midst of his burning? ‘What
was the strengthening feature by
which the fearless climber scaled the
perilons heights?

Moses endured, and came out vie-
torious, Iis name ig written high in
the honored list of the faithful, How
did he do it} (Read Tleb, 11:27.}
“He endured, as seeing Ilim who is
invisihle,”

Beside all the advantages of ftrain-
ing which Moses had, place his temp-
tations and trials. In the early days
he was in kings’ houses. He was
reared in the midst of luxury. The
daughters of proud kings smiled upon
him. He hasked in the soft comforts
of palaeces. But he refused to bhe
ealled the son of Pharach’s daughter,
and ehose rather to suffer affliction
with the children of God, than to en-
joy ‘the pleasures of sin for a time,
He assumed the leadership of his
thoughts and natural desives, and
bound them about with unhreakahle
ehains of purpose born in the pres-
ence 0f God. “Ile endured, as seeing
Him who is imvisible.”

He heard the wail of the oppressed,
and the murmmur of woe became a
bugle eall to hiz divinoly awakened
goul, He stripped himself of rank
and privilege and high prerogative,
He laid aside his right as a prinee.
He turned away from all the gathered
treasures of power and ease. And
what a road it was which he chosel
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Besides having to meet the ordinary
diffienlties and the tendencies of his
own nature, Moses had to eope with
the murmurings and complainings of
an oppressed people with their fre-
quent outbreaks. The value of their
liberty began to shrink in the face
of the continual menaee of want and
privation. TIdeals lost their glamour
in the presenee of seemingly greater
necessities, Moses surely wondered
now and again if the fight was worth
while. Doubtless he had to eall out
all hig moral and spiritnal reserves
to maintain the program upon whieh
he had centered his life. How did he
do it? “He endured, as seeing Him
who is invisible.”

‘What does that mean? Tt simply
means fthat Moses remained im the
presenee of God eontinually, Loss of
the sense of the presence of God
would have cost him the great triumph
whieh he finally achieved.

This loss of the progence of God
ig the greatest menace of our lives and
times. The restoration to each one
of our lives of this saered sense is
the hope of our victory over sin, the
flesh, and the devil, The apostle
agrees by saying: “Wherefore seeing
wc also are eompassed about with so
great a clound of witnesses, let us lay
aside every weight, and the sin which
doth so ecasily beset us, and let us
run with patience the race that is set
before ug, looking wunto Jewus the
Author and Finisher of our faith.”
Heh. 12:1, 2. If we keop our eyes
fixed upon Him, this world grows dim,
and the obstacles whieh frighten us
will vanish bheforc His glorious- pres-
enee. The psalmist alludes to this
very experience whon he says: “They
looked unto him, and were lightened.”
Ps 34:5. Their lives were brightened
and their loads were lifted. All this
means reenforcement of the Spirit,
by keeping ourselves under the power
of the presence of Christ.

To remain under this influence we
must devote some time each day to
the study of Christ and ITis teachings,
There should be a stated and fixed
time each day for this. There is no
better way to reeover that lost sense
of ‘Hig presence, than to cultivate the
practice of being alone with Him.
Baid the psalmist: “I have set the
Lord always hefore me: heeause He
is at my right hand, I shall not be
moved.” Ps. 16:8. The courage sueh
a habit brings in times of loneliness
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and great danger, is well illustrated
by the following experience, as told
by D. L. Moody:

“Two Americans who were erossing
the Atlantie met on Sunday night to
sing hymns in ‘the cabin. As they
sang the hymn, ‘Jesus, Lover of My
Soui,’ one of them heard an exceed-
ingly rich and beautiful voice behind
him. He looked around, and al-
though he did not know the face, he
thought that he recognized the voiee.
So when the musie ceased, he turned
around and asked the man if he had
not been in the Civil War. The man
replied that he had been a Confeder-
ate soldier.

““Were you at such a place on such
a night? asked the first.

“#i¥es, he said, ‘and a curious
thing happened that =znight; this
hymn reealled it to my mind, I was
on sentry duty on the edge of a
wood. It was a dark night and very
cold, and I was a little frightened
beeause the enemy were supposed to
be near at hand. I felt homesick
and miserable, and about midnight,
when everything was still, I was be-
ginning to feel weary, and thought
that I would comfort myself by pray-
ing and singing a hymn. I remem-
ber singing this hymn: “Al my trust
on Thee is stayed, all my help from
Thee I bring; cover my defenseless
head with the shadow of Thy wing.”
After I had sung those words a
strange peace came down upon me,
and through the long night I remem-
ber having felt ne more fear.

“‘Now, =aid the other man, ‘listen
to my story. I was a Union soldier,
and was in the wood that night with
a party of secouts. I saw you stand-
ing up, although I didn’t seec your
faee, and my men had their rifles
focused upon you, awaiting the word
to fire, but when you sang out, “Cover
my defenseiess head with the shadow
of Thy wing,” I said, “Boys, put
down your rifles; we will go home”
I couldn’t kil you after that'”

‘We need His presence in order fo
be prepared for service, We need to
know how fo retain His presence, It
was when Moses was alone that he
saw the burning bush,

Jacob alome—changed from sup-
planter to Israsl the prince.

Joshua alone—nerved for battle.

Isajah alone—when he beheld the
viston and waa inspired to say, “Here
am I; send me.” Isa. 6:8,
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Nicodemus alone—found the way
of life opened to his skeptical mind.

Peter alone—forgiven for wander-
ings.

John alone—saw the golden streets,

Doubts and difficulties vanish in
His presence, Our pathway straight-
eng out in our understanding as we
look unto Him.

We, too, must bring the world into
eontact with this same power as did
the apostles of old. (Read Acts 4:
13.) This is our task. We must
practice it and he prepared to abide
in His presence, and cause ofthers to
desire to enter that same program of
life. God is counting on us To de-
velop a contagiouws Christian char-
acter. (See Isalah 60, 61, 62.)

“If each one realized his accoumt-
ability bo Qod for khis personal influ-
enee, he would in no ease be an idler,
but would eultivate hiz ability, and
train every power that he might serve
Him whe has purchased him with His
own bloed,

“The youth especially should feel
that they must train their minds, and
take every opportunity fo beeome in-
telligent, that they may render ae-
ceptable service to Him who has given
His precious lfe for them. And let
no one malke the mistake of regard-
ing himself as so well educated as to
have no more need of studying books
or mature. Let overy ome improve
every opportunity with which in the
providence of God he is favored, to
acquire ali that is possible in revela-
tion or science. We should leamn to
place the proper estimate on the
powers that God has given us, If a
youth has to hegin at the lowest
round of the ladder, he should not bhe
discouraged, but be determined to
climb round afier round until he shall
hear the voice -of Christ saying, ‘Child,
come up higher. Well dome, thoun
good and faithful servant: thou hast
been faithful over a few things, T
will make thee ruler over many
things: enter thou into the joy of
thy Lord. »—“Fundamenials of Chris-
tian Fduweation,” p. 213,

(Bead “Messages,” p. 204.)

“Young men and women, God calls
upon you to work, work for Him.
Make an entire change in your course
of action. You ean do a work that
those who minigter in word and doe-
trine cannot do. You ¢an reach a
class  whom the minister eannot
affect.”—"Testimonies Vol. I, p. 613.
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FRIDAY, MARCH 15

Sensational Lives

“ARigE, shine; for thy light is
come, and the glovy of the Lord is
risen upon thee. Tor, behold, the
darkness shall cover the earth, and
gross darkness the people: but the
Liord shall arise upon thee, and Iis
glory shall be seen upon thee. And
the CGentiles shall eome to thy light,
and kings to the brightness of thy
rising.”” Tsa, ©0:1-3. Thiz same
thought is earried out in Isaiah 62.
The world task is to be completed
in a wonderful and glorious way,
by lives that amaze and astound
through the sensational transforma-
tions wrought in those who bear the
mesgage of salvation,

This program was followed on the
day of Pentecost. (Read Aets 2:1-7,
noting partieularly verses 6 and 7.)
“They were all amazed and marveled,
saying one to another, Behold, are
not all these which speak Galileans{”
Verse 7, Their tagk to arrest the
attention of the world was saperhu-
man, aud God gave them an experi-
ence which would measure up to the
need. Nothing less will arrest this
pregent generation and cause it to
come to us with wonder and awe,
The youth of the remnant chureh are
to be the eenter of similar interest
and wonder., Thero must be awed
rumor breathing from one to another,
through the streets and lanes of the
world, stirring indiffercnt hearts inte
eager questionings. In the closing of
the work of God in the earth the
rempnant church claims immediate
kinship, and direct and vital lineage
with that primitive fellowship in the
upper room, She must manifest the
power of the earty chureh in the in-
dividual lives of her people.

Youth of the advent movement, we
must reveal daily in our lives the
game magnetic influences and econ-
gtraint as did the early apostles.
Resurrection power must be seen in
us. We come together from time to
time in Hig name. What happens
in that hallowed presence? Arve we
held in golemn and enriching amaze-
ment at the marvelong doings of the
Spirit among us? And when we
come forth again, i3 there about us
a mysterious impressiveness which ar-
rests the multitudes and sends abroad
a spirit of guestioning like & healthy
contagion? Can we honestly say that
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by our ordinary service and sacrifice
the feet of the heedless crowd are
stayed, and that the people gather
together greatly wondering?

Must we confess, even the most
optimistic of ws, that the general
tendency is wndisturbed, that we do
not generate foree enough to stop the
drift in our own lives, and that the
surrounding multitude remains unin-
fluenced? (Read “Messages,” p. 206,
par. 1)

Young friends of the remnant
chureh, shall we not eount this as a
mighty challenge to us to possess
more sensational lives? What a pity
that we, whom God has ealled upon
to lead the chureh eut of her lethargy
and indifference, should need a mes-
sage like that. God eails us to make
an entire change in our course of ac-
tion. The wonderful life of Jesus
must be geen im us, To this the
spostle Paul alludes when he writes:
“Always bearing about in the body
the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the
life also of Jesus might be made
manifest in our body,” 2 Cor, 4:10.

Jesus alludes to this wonder and
amazement at the sensational life of
the true Christian and its results in
John 13:35: “By this shall all men
know that ye are My disciples, if ye
have love one to another.”

Things must be done in Christian
Hves and in the church which are
done nowhere else. The world must
be arrested and compelled to offer
the witness, “We never saw it on this
fashion.,” Mark 2:12,

For the multiplication of these liv-
ing witnesses we must pray. The
work of (od on the earth ean never
be finished until Christ has found an
army of youth who possess sueh a
sengational experience in the Lord
Jesug Christ,

Brotherly kindness which is past
understanding must be found in us.
Let it never be said that one can re-
eelve better treatment in the world

than in the chureh. Qur actions must’

be supertative actions. Broken things,
which nobody ecould mend; must be
seen to be whole again. Lives which
were broken and defiled by passion
must walk along the streets whole
gend pure sgain. Broken wills mmst
be restored; men who were like bend-
ing reeds must become like iron pil-
Iars. This is the kind of sensational
spectacte that the young men and
women whe were once paralyzed by
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sin make as they march along the
streets in perfect order, possessing
the triumph of Christ. Men and
women whe were easily hurt by the
least little thing in opposition to their
own selfish wills, must manifest the
gensational change to the place where
they cannet be hurt, regardless of the
cause, until others will exelaim in
amazement and wonder, “How did
it happen? What is this we see?”
These are the transformations the
apostles wrote about in Titus 2:12-14
and 1 Peter 2:9.

Let us send out epistles whieh ean
be read by anybody and everybody,
epistles which wayfaring men, though
fools, will he able to understand.
These are the real sensations that
will make the world stop and think.
(Read John 17:23.)

LET US SHOW THE WORLD—

Youthh who were charmed by the
world, but now by eternal things.

Youth whe were driven to the Bible,
but whe now feed upon it.

Youth who were careless, but now
careful.

Youth who were prayerless, but now
prayerful,

Youth who were selfish, but now
kind,

Youth who were blasphemous, but
now praising God just as often,

Youth who were worldly pleasure
lovers, but new find pleagure in serv-
ice for Christ and for others.

Youth who were greedy and avari-
cious, but now gemerous.

Youth who climbed at the expense
of others, but now are willing to fail
that others may climb.

Youth who were controlled by oth-
ers, but now by Christ.

Let ug ask ourselves this very hour:
“What is there unique and amazing
and sensational abeut the transforma-
tion which Christ has wrought in my
¥fe?” The Lord hag promised the
church a marvelous distinetion. She
is to be “a glorious chureh, not hav-
ing spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing.” Eph. 5:27,

What the individuals are which
make up the remnant church, that the
church is before the world—*a glori-
eus church.” An individuwal eclothed
with the glory of the presence of
Christ, shining amid all the surround-
ing twilights with the radiance of a
splendid noon,—that is what God calls
us to be.
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Are these great words of promise
in any high degree deseriptive of
your life? Is this your distinetive-
ness as you mingle with the world,
the church, and the home? TIf it is
not, it should be, This is to be the
distinction between the Christian life
and the worldly life. This is to form
the clean separation. This alluring
wonder must now be restored. Tt is
this great salvation which we are ad-
monished to guard earefully and not
negleect. Heb., 2:1. The Revised
Vorsion of this text reads: “There-
fore we ought to give the more ear-
nest heed to the things that were
heard, lest haply we drift away from
them.”

“Lest haply we drift” What a
word that isl Not “lest ye fall into
gome glaring sin.”? Noj; the sterm

had subsided. The danger was that
they be caught off guard and drift
back by imperceptible degrees. The
danger today for many of us is simi-
lar. No storm threatens, we think.
No oppression brews. The waters are
ealm; the sky is clear for the moment.
A strong current, but plaeid, is the
most dangervcus. Peter calls it fall-
ing from steadfastness. 2 Peter 3:
17. It is the neglect, not of those
who are openly irreligious mor of
those who positively reject the gospel,
but of those who have become weary
of struggling against powerful influ-
ences adverse to Christian fidelity,
and are gradually yielding, whose
reverenee for Christ i3 gradnally
diminighing, whose zeal for His honer
iy gradually cooling, whese resistanee
to what is anti-Christian is gradually
becoming less resolute, like a hoat
whose prow has been kept against
the stream hour after hour, bat
whose rowers are almest exhausted.

The mind and heart may be grad-
ualty filled with ipferior inferests
until the love of Christ seems wholly
quenched. We are charged to give
“aprnest heed” Heb. 2:1. “The
Lord will perfect that which concern-
eth me.” Ps. 138:8,

Too mueh emphasis ecannot hbe
placed upon the first act of the soul
in reaching out and accepting Christ.
But we must not lose sight of the
importance which is agsigned through-
out the New Testament to persever-
ing fidelity to the Lord Jesus Christ.
Remember it is by “patient comtinu-
ance in well doing” that we shall
finally enter eternal life.
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SABBATH, MARCH 16

Consecrated Instruments

MarraEw 22:37, 38, “Thou shalt
love the Lord thy Ged with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind. This is the first and
great eommandment.”

Because this iz the greafest com-
mandment, the transgression of it
must of necessity be the greatest sin.
A divided heart, an unconsecrated
life, is sinful above anything elsge in
the sight of God,

“Top conseerate’ is to offer or de-
voto anything to God’s worship and
service,” A consecrated life is a fully
yielded life. It is a life with certain
definite eonvictions and objectives. A
consecrated life is never a purposcless
life, A consecrated life is never a
worldly life.

A man once said to Mr. Moody,
“Now that I am converted, have I to
give up the worid%”?

“No,” said the evangelist, “you
haven’t to give up the world. If you
give a good ringing festimony for
the Son of God, the world will give
you up pretty quick; they wow't want
you.”’ .

And se it is. If we deeide the
great question of eonsecration and
devotion of our lives, the temptations
and trials will largely take care of
themselves, and we ghall find in and
gurrounding us a power not our own.

If we would be instruments in ihe
hands of God for the finishing of His
work, we must give ourselves unre-
servedly to Him. Paul put it right
in that great plea contained in Ro-
mans 12:1: “I heseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that
ye present your bodies a living saeri-
fice, holy, acceptable unto Geod, which
is your reasenable service.”

Paul’s plea i3 based upon our in-
debtedness to God for all His mereies,
The apostle is constantly reminding
Limself of thig great faet. “There-
fore, brethrer, we are debtors.”
Rom, £:18. “T am debtor both to
the Greeks, and to the Barbarians;
both te the wige, and to the unwise.
80, as muech as in me is, I am ready
te preach the gospel to you that are
at Rome alge.” Rom. 1:14, 15.

We are debtors, said Paunl, who
stands out in bold relief as an example
of true Christian serviee. Am over-
wlielming obligation, immeasurable in
ity extent, rests upon every blood-
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bought sonl. We may analyze this
in a thousand ways. We are debtors
to the faithful of all the ages gone
by——the past. Let your mind wander
backward to the amecients, men of
faith and prayer. To them we owe
the purity of the church, aud to them
wo are debtors.

We are debtors to the men who
ergssed the sea and laughed at the
fury of the storm and the dangers.

‘We are debtors to each stake at
Smithfield.

We are debtors fo the thousands
massacred by the Church of Rome,

Wo are debtors to those who dared
the lions and wild beasts of the arena.

We are debtors to tbe murdered
myriads of paganism,

Weo are debtors to the vietims of
the bloody day of St. Bartholomew,
to the Waldengses of the valley of
Piedmont, to the faithful ones who
kept the Bible open and read by the
common people,

‘We are debtors to the thousands
who have followed their Lord in death,
Ag we look on them today, must
we not turn to one another and ex-
elaim, reverently, “Brethren, we arve
debtors™ ¢

But our great indebtedness iz o
onr God and to the Lord Jesng Christ.
We owe nothing to the past, present,
or future, or to clagsses or races, com-
pared to that which we owe to God.
‘We are simply indebied to these oth-
ers because we owe s¢ much to God.
‘We are debtors to God’s love, His
grace, His power, His forgiveness.
Oh, ponder for a moment, what a
great debtor wyouw ware! Remember
how nmeh you owe to His disinter-
ested love, which sent His own Son
from His hosom that He might die.
Let the cross and bloody sweat ve-
mind you of vour obligation. Con-
gider your indebtedness to Him for
the divine plan by which you may re-
ceive forgiveness of sin, and for the
wonderful proteetion and guidance
which have brought you here today.
We are debtors fo God because of our
relationship. Is there not a debt that
a son owes to his father? Is there
not a debt through sonship with Him
that a lifetime of obedience can never
remove ¥

Yes, Paul eaught this vision. He
emptied himself as did his Lord.
This 1 true consecration. Read
Pauls own modest epitome of his
congecrated serviee, and what it led
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him to. (Read 2 Cor. 11:23-31)

Let us this very hour put that con-
seeration of Paul up against the spirié
of our devotion, that it may challenge
and nerve us, Nothing less than a
complete consecration is suffielent.
Ours is too meager. Our gift to Him
is too spare, “Christ , . . gave Him-
self.” Eph, 5:25.

Some one has said that dying mil-
lionairos usually give away their mil-
lions only when death, the grim
archer, sends his arrow to their hearts
and the rigors of death loose their
grasp upon their treasure. But Jesus
spent His life giving Himself.

If, after having ‘spent a life in ease
and self-indulgence, in foying with
our task, and in shirking all we eounld,
we should come up to some heavenly
gate over which may be written,
“These are they whe ecame out of
great tribulation,” would we have the
effrontery to pass in? Would we not
agk for some smaller gate where we
might hide our sclfishness, and our
carefulness lest we sacrifice to the
point of suffering?

God Calls for the Consecration of
Courageous Lives

There ig no plaece in God’s serviee
for the coward. God revealed that
long years ago. Deut. 20:8.

Gideon, also, was Instructed -at a
later ‘time to send home all his eow-
ards before he went to battle. He
was told: “Now therefore go to, pro-
claim in the ears of the people, say-
ing, Whosoever is fearful and afraid,
iet him return and depart early from
Mount Gilead. And there returned
of the people tweity and two thou-
gand; and there remained ten thou-
gand.,” Judges 7:3.

Here we discover what God thinks
of cowards. He considers them net
only of no use in a fight, but also
dangerous people to have in an army.
Cowardice is not wealkmneas, but posi-
tive sin. Its evil lies in the faet of
its discouraging and disheartening in-
flucnee upon others. It is very con-
tagious. A soldler in the army was
court-martialed for acting ag a dis-
courager. It is said that the man
went along the vpicket lines saying
disheartening words to the men on
duty. He struek no blows for the
enemy; he was not disloyal to the
country; but he was a discourager.
It was a critieal time; the fortunes
of the town and its brave garrison
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were trembling in the balance. In-
stead of encouraging the men on
whom the defense depended and mak-
ing them braver and stronger, he put
faintness into their hearts and made
them less courageous. The court-
mariial adjudged it a erime to speak
disheartening words at such a time.

At some points in the Alps the
guides warn fouristz not fo tfalk, to
sing, or even to whigper, lest the
reverberation of their words in the
air start an avalanche from ifs poise
on the mountains, and send it down
upon the villages of the wvalley.
There arc men and women who are
carrying such loads of duly, anxiety,
or sorrow that the slightest addition
to the weight would crush them.
They are battling bravely against
odds. They are holding out under
pressure, sustained by a trembling
hope of getting through at last sue-
cessfully. Then along comes ome of
those gloomy  discouragers—those
tempters to disheartenment,

God needs consecrated instruments
for the mighty tasks today. This is
a call to utter abandonment for
Chrigt—spiritual fitness through a
healthy spiritual experiemce in the
Lord, a yielding of every known sin
and everything that is displeasing
to God. Our lives must be a mark,
not a blur.

To such spiritually fit young men
and women it is a pleasure to aban-
don decisively and completely évery-
thing which reason, conscicnee, expe-
rience, or the word of God shows to
be harmful or even questionable, in a
habit or praetice.

Such a life will turn a deaf ear
to sounds or conversationg which
awaken unholy memories and whieh
cause the mind to wander into shame-
ful imaginations. We should stead-
fastly stay away from any place the
frequenting of which would make our
battle with temptation more difficult
or the process of emerging from a
blurred Hfe more uneertain. We
should heroically give up every in-
dulgence which weakens the will or
seard the conscience. We should
break away from companionships and
aggociations that have held ws back
in the past, and would make it diffi-
cult, if not impossible, for us fo per-
gevere in the straight and narrow
path.

Let us say to ourselves: “Away
with dwarfed spirituality and passion-
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less service for Christ! Away with
compromise, and ease or indolence!
I give my all to the service of my
Saviowr, where and when Ife pleases.”

Consecration without participation
ig as futile as faith without works.
But our youth will participate. They
are moving into the lines even now,
James Norman Hall has written the
following poem, which pietures “Youth
in These Days:”

“Behold this mighty host that has no

might ;
That bears the heat and burden of
no day.
An army? This disorderly arzay?
An army is a noble, heartening sight.
These have no hattered weapons, battle-
bright ;
They move, not march, each man in
his own way.

Are any waxs afeot? They cannot

S0y !
They’ve heard of none; they keep no
wateh at night,
Leaderless, Hstless, creeps this sorry

Never gg.(i ‘soldiers Tewer pears to
Never hgdog(r'my lesser cause to boast
Of hard-fought flelds, of given or

taken blow.
Trophies have they neither won or lost.

Embattled youth? Today? Who calls

it so?”

‘What a pleture that iz of the
worldly youth of our times. God for-
bid that it should be the deseription
of any of our unoble youth of the
advent movement. When we think of
the prices the youth, and middle aged,
and old aged, too, for that matter,
arg paying in lineg of least resistance
for their pleasures under all kinds
of circumstances, should not our sac-
rifice and complete consecration be
beyond anything the world has yet
seen? Dare we think m lesser terms,
constdering the task yet to be per-
formed by the youth of this move-
ment{

The present situation, as we reflect
upon the operation of the forces of
evil, should spur us to concerted ac-
tion, consecrated and pure, for an
advance on all fronts of the enemy
in our lives and the lives of others.
Think of the magmitude of the forces
that are tending to blast character
and hold back the progressing pro-
gram of Chrigt. 'There is mot only
the magnitude of these forces, which
is at all times enough to stagger us,
but there is also their ceaseless activ-
ity. They are not taking vacations.
It is Kke the tug of gravitation; il
js  eonstant, and it is downward.
Think of the ingenuity of the forces
of evil, the amount of intellectuality
nged. At timeg it iz enowgh to chal-
lenge our admiration. Sometimes
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these sinistor forees put us to shame
by their headwork, their adaptation
of meang to sinister ends. Again
think of the eruelty of the forces of
Satan, gin, and shame, above all else,

Does not the situation demand,
from every viewpoint, that we come
out of the zone of compromise and
apathy and lack of warfare into that
of aggressive hatred as well as aggres-
sive and sacrificial econsecration and
love?

Again, think how absorbed people
are. What i going to break this
strangle hold of Satan? They are
absorbed in money-making and greed,
absorbed in pleasure secking, power
seeking, fame seecking, How under
conditions like these can we expect
God to finish the work unless we
give Him our wunreserved consecra-
tion, and let Him use us as instru-
ments to fulfill His words: “I, if T
be lifted up from the earth, will draw
all men unto Me”? No matter how
absorbed they are, there is that about
Me, as I abide i you, thal will break
people out of their setting, as a great
magnet, out of the network of the
downward tug, and }ft them up.

“All are yours; and ye are Christ’s;
and Christ is God’s.” There is a great
deal that we must be laying hold of
and e¢laiming for our Lord in this
great day of His power.

(Read “Messages,” p. 309}

Thank God, many of the youth of
this great movement are responding
nobly, soon to be followed by many
mors. In our imagination we can see
them go down the highways and lanes
of the world to their cloging task for
God. They are the flowers of this
denomination, the fairest song and
daughters of the remnant church,
Down all the paths of the world and
to the ends of the earth they march,
carrying the viclorious note and a
perfect consecration. They carry
healing in their bands; upon their
Yips are the words of the everlasting
gospel; and shining from their cyes
is the flame of an immer mrge horn
of God, the beacon of the great “I
must” which animated the Saviour
when He said, “T must work the works
of Him that sent Me, while it is day:
the night cometh, when ne man ean
work.”

Let us give ourselves this day, this
very hour, unto our God. “Who then
s willing to consecrate his service
thig day unto the Lord 9
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Lessons for Junior Missionary Volunteers

BY ELDINE W, DUNBAR

Missionary Volunfeer Secrefary of the Southeastern
California-Avigona Conference

Tun Junior lessons for this week
are drawn from the illustrations of
Christian warfare. As we succeed in
getting our boys and girls to exercise
consecrated will power and ‘“won’t
power” in their almost constant asso-
ciation with sin in its various forms,
go will we have begun to lay the
foundatiens of suceessful Christian
living, Trme, the “battle is the
Lerd’s,” but victory doos not come to
the Junior who lies down beside sin
and allows it to trample over him and
cast its mournful shadow about him;
but rather, victory eomes to the one
who, clad with the armer of God,
meets the foe with a trained eye and
hand and heart.

Let us seek this week to teach the
Juniors that the fight with sin is a
datly program, Our foe is a refent-
less and traitorous murderer, and our
preparation to meet him must be
thoreugh and ingpired by the only
sure Victor.

The Bible texts used in each lesson
may form the basis of a Bible study,
or may be used for emphasis through-
out the talk which follows.

MONDAY, MARCH 11

Fighting Christian Battles

1 TmvmorEY 6:12, Fight the good
fight of faith,

2 Timothy 2:4.
us to be soldiers.

2 Timothy 2:3,
endure hardness.

Ephesians 6:17,
soldier’s sword.

Hebrews 4:12.
ing and sharp.

The greatest fascination about a
goldier is that he is, -above everything
clse, meat, orderly, and obedient.
How eapecially should this be trme
of one of Jesug’ soldiers! “If disei-
pline and order are mnecessary for
successful action on the Dbattlefield,
the same are as much more mneedful
in the warfare in which we are en-
gaged as the ohjeet to be gained is
of preater value and more elevated in
character, than those for which oppes-
ing forces contend upon the field of
battle, In the conflict in which we
are cngaged, eternal interests are at
stake”—“Christtan  Serviee,”  pp.
72, 73.

God is a God of order. Ewvery-
thing connected with heaven is in

God has chosen
A goldier must
The Christian

Our weapon is liv-

perfect order; thorough diseipline
marky the movement of the angelie
host. It took organization to march
the millions of Israelites across the
deserts of Hgypt. Napoleon is the
only other person who has ever at-
tempted sueh a thing. His was an
army of strong men with haversacks
of food and canteens of water, hut
Moses’ army was comprised of old
and young with flocks and herds.
Jesus expects us to be systematic and
orderly today. Every Christian sel-
dier is “to be assigned his post of
duty. Every one should he willing
to be or to do anything in this
warfare.”—“Testimonies,” Vol. VII,
page 30,

‘The strength of our army is net
measured by its size, but hy the
training and faithfulness of the sol-
disrs in the fanks. We must count
on every soldier for loyal service.
When General U, 8. Grant was near
Richmond and his army had been
repulsed in the wilderness, he called
together his cocommandsrs and held
& council in which he asked them
what they thought he had hetter do.
Bherman and Howard, leading gen-
erals, thought he ought to retreat.
Grant heard them through and then
broke up the council of war and sent
them back to their headquarters; but
before morning he sent an orderly
around with a dispateh directing an
advance in solid column on the enemy
at daylight. That was what tock
Richmond. Juniors, et us advance in
solid column against the ememy; let
us lift high the standard, and in the
name of our God let us Lift up our
voices, and let us work together,
shoulder to shoulder, and keep our
eye singlo to the honor and glory of
Jesus,

TUESDAY, MARCH 12
The Warfare Against Self

Jouw 5:30. I can of my own gelf
do nothing. We are so weak through
sin that it is imposgible in our own
gtrength to resist the power of evil

Study “Steps to Christ,” pp. 19, 20,
(Pocket edition, pp. 17, 18,)
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“What we do not overcome, will
overcome us, and work out our de-
strection’—"Steps fo Christ,” p. 37.

Psalms 27:11; 86:11. Not my way,
but the Lord’s.

Pgalms 119:37.
Thy way.

Proverhs 3:23,
God’s way.

John 14:6. Jesus is the way.

Proverbs 14:12. The end of the
selfish way.

Quicken me in

There is safety in

The greatest dangers which face us
and the greatest enemies which we
will ever be called upon to meet, as
Juniors, are the sins in our own lives,
the evils that lurk within our own
hearts.

“The warfare against self is the
greatest battle that was over feught.
The yielding of self, surrendering all
to the will of CGod, reguires a strug-
gle; but the soul must submit to God
before it can be renewed in holiness.”
—“Steps to Christ)’ p. 47.

Many ask, “How am I to make the
surrender of myself to God?”? “How
can I overeome my bad temper and
mean disposition®” They have tried
to overcome without success. The
real auswer to our mneed is in the
wordg of Jesus in John 14:6: “Jesus
gaith unto him [Thomas], 7 am the
way, the truth, and the life: no man
cemeth unto the Father, but by
Me.”

But how can a man—how can Jesus
—be a road, a wey, a highway? The
answer is found in John 1:12. (Read.)

But wo still must ask, “How may
we receive Him%” Only this way—
by sineerely and honestly asking
Jesus to come in. “Behold, I stand
at the door, and knock: if any man
hear My volee, and open the door, I
will come in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with Me.” Rev,
3:20,

How many ever heard Jesus knoek?
‘What does the Master say when He
speaks? Xe may say one thing to
you and an entirely differemt thing
to me. He may say, “Did you think
to pray this morning?” “Are you
faithfully keeping the Moerning
Watch%” He may say, “Did you
honor father and mother today ¥’

Desires and resclutions for good-
ness and holinsss are right as far as
they go, but many boys and girls may
be lost while hoping and desiring to
be Christiang. They de not come to
the point of yielding to Jesus. They
do not choese to be Christians,
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Juniorg, decide that you will take
Jeaus, the all-powerful Soldier, by
your side In your daily eonfliet with
sin. -“Then grapple with the first diffi-
culty that eomes up. With Jesus by
your side, wrestle till you down it
if it takes till the break of day. Get
on top of i with both feet, First
the bear, then the liom, then Goliath
~—David worked up by degrees to the
giant, Master the problem in arith-
metie, and know the joy of viefory:
eonguer the hard things in your other
gtudies, and see what & tonic it iy to
the mind; produee a smile when you
loge on the playground, and see how
strong you will be for fhe next day.
Meet your temptations with Jesus,
your Friend, by your side, and feel
the joy of deliverance.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18
The Battle With Evil Habits
JOHN 4:34, Jesus' habits.

Psalms 16:8., David’s habits—his
strength,

Pgalms 119:29, 30; FEphesians 4:
25. The habit of dishonesty.

Pgalms 19:14, The habit of good
words.

Exodus 5:9 (last part).
bad language habit.

Romans 12:21, Overcome evil with
good.

Juniors who will put up a fight
against evil habits are training their
characters for real Christian serviee.
Those Juniors who will not fight for
the right, but bow down to evil habits,
are weaving a life web of poor ma-
ferials, some day to bo torn asunder
in disappointment.

(Read “Messages,” p. 212, “The
Web of Destiny.”)

A father, wishing to show his son
the effect of hahkit on his life, gent
him for a hammer and a mail, Then
he deliberately drove the nail into the
parlor table. It went in with ecom-
parative ease. Then handing the
hammer to the boy he said, “Now, my
son, pull it out,” Afier a preat deal
of effort ard muck marring of the
highly polished table, the nail was
removed. Then the father said to the
boy, “Now, my son, pull out the hole,”
and he added, “Habits can be pulled
out, but their effects, never.”

It was Judas’ habit to be dishonest

 with the Lord’s money. e wanted
to be homest, but never made the
definite choiee on the side of right
~and honesty. His own evil habit
- finally drove him to self-murder,

Hate the
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A young man, leaving his home for
his first year in the university, prom-
ised his Christian mother, who was
very anxious that her boy's habits
should always be elean, “No, mother,
I will never form the tobaeco habit”
‘When he saw his mother next, a few
months later, he was smoking an
oceasional eigarette. He sssured her,
“Never fear, mother; when I find
myself getting to the place where I
cannot get along without cigarettes,
then I will quit.” What a foolish
thing to say! He has long since
passed the place where he cannot get
along without fobaceo, and prebably
nevermore will he be able to write
with a steady, unshaking hand,

“The habfts you form [n youth, my lad,
Will grow with your growth till, at

ast,
Whether good or 111, they will form &
chain
That will bind and hold you fast,

. “For habits are but a growth, my lad,

A Httle bit, day by day;

A thought, a word, a deed, and, lo,
A habit has come to stay.”

“A story Is t0ld of a scholar who
had a carpenter living on one side of
him and a blacksmith on the other
gide. The scholar eomplained that the
noige these neighbers made disturbed
his thoughty, and he pald them both
to move. They moved.

“The next day the scholar was an-
noyed by the same sounds. He dis-
covered that the two had exchanged
places, the ecarpenier oeeupying the
blacksmith shop and the blaeksmith
the earpenter shop. The meholar had
been coneerned ahout those who
moved out, but he had not taken the
trouble to see who was moving in.

“Often our attempts to change our
habits are like this man’s atbempt to
got 1id of the mneighbors who dis-
turbed him. Cultivating good habits
assures freedom from bad habits,
Filling the mind with beauntiful
thoughts erowds out the impure
thoughts.” (Quote Philippians 4:8.)

Let us begin this week to form good
habits: good reading, no movie thea-
ters, no bad languwage, and no dis-
honesty. Have your habits fighting
for you, not against you. And re-
member that the chaing of habit are
too weak to be felt till they are too
strong to be brokem. A habit, good
or bad, is like a sione that a echild
might roll from a mountaintop, but
that a giant could not stop.

For oxtra poems, see page 28,
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THURSDAY, MARCH 14

The Need for Christian Soldiers

Jomw 15:16. Every soldier’s pur-
pose,

Matthew 25:15-30. A task for all

1 Bamuel 3. A call to serviee,

‘Why do soldiers enlist to serve their
flag and country? (Let the Juniors
mention some reasons.) The real rea-
son and the greatest reasom should be
that the soldier loves his flag, and
the prineiples for whieh it stands,
and his native land. That is why we
are Christian scldiers—we love our
Commander, Jesus; we love Hig law;
wo love Hig kingdom,

The great Commander has a set of
orders for every Junmior who will be-
come a soldier of the eross, His or-
ders are written In Matthew 28:19:
“Go ye therefore, and teach all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost.”

This gives each of us, wherever we
are, a share in the fask of saving
people for God’s kingdom. A foreign
migsionary is sent to his distant place
of labor to save souls beeguse he has
proved that he is a good soldjer for
the Lord right here at home.

In a ecity near Chieago, Ilinois,
a. Junior boy distributed Adventist
tracts to a group of houses every
Babbath afterncon. Ome day he sug-
gested to his mother that she go and
call on a certain woman who was espe-
cizally kind to him. The mother did
80, and asked the woman if she would
like to have a minister come and
study the Bible with her. She said,
“L would be delighted for the privi-
lege; and might T invite in some of
my friends?” “Of course,” wsaid the
boy’s mother. When the minister
called at the appointed hoanr, he found
fifteen families represented in the
kind woman’s home, all ready to stndy
their Bibles, They came week after
week. Now, if these mothers give
their lives to Jesus, who will the Sav-
iour say first discovered them?—That
Junior Missionary Volunteer bey, of
course. Juniors ean surely work for
the saving of souls. People are hun-
gry and thirsty for the words of Jesus
to tell them what all the unusual
things which are now happening in
the world mean.

“There are many Christian youth
that ean do a good work if they will
learn lessons in the school of Christ
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from the great Teacher, Even though
pastors, evangelists, and teachers
ghould negleet the seeking of the
lost, let not the children and youth
neglect to be doers of the word. ...

“Let young wmen, and women, and
children go to work in the name of
Jesus. Lep them unite together upon
some plan and order of action. Can-
not you form a band of workers, and
have set times to pray together and
ask the Lord to give you His grace,
and put forth united action? You
should eomsult with men who love and
fear God, and who have experience in
the work, that under the movings of
the Spirit of God you may form plans
and develop methods by whieh you
may work in earnest and for certain
results. The Lord will help those who
will use their God-entrusted eapabil-
ities to His name’s glory, Will our
young men and young women who be-
lieve the truth become living mission-
aries 97— Messages,” p. 197.

Two brothers, Ahmed and Omar,
wished 1o do something to perpetuate
their memory. Omar eut from the
quarry a great obelisk, and liffed it
up besgide the highway, and earved his
name upon it, with many other in-
seriptions, And there it stood for
ages, a splendid monument, but of
no use to the world, Ahmed digged
a well heside the desert highway, and
planted palm trees beside it. In the
course of time the spot became a
heautiful oasgiz where the weary trav-
eler stopped to guench his thirst and
to feed upon the freit and to rest be-
neath tho shade of the tall palms,
All who passed that way blessed the
name of Ahmed, the good.

The story illustrates two plans of
life. Ome is to make for yourself a
oreat name, as high as the obelisk of
Omar, and as useless, The other is to
make your life like an oasis where
the weary may find rest and comfori
and refreshment.

May the Master help us to get a
yvision of the enormous need in the
world for the service of loyal, earnest,
Christian soldiers,

FRIDAY, MARCH 15
A Call for Volunteers

1 CoriNTHIANS 7:24. Fivery ome is
ealled.,

1 Thessalenians 5:24,
who callg js faithful,

Galatians 5:13, 14. Called to serve
one ancther.

The One
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Revelation 19:9. The last and most
hlessed eall is to the marriage supper
of the Lamb.

Let us tecognize today that God
is calling us.to forsake our sins and
then to battle for the right. Jesus
said, “I am eome that they might
Lave life, and that they might have
it more ahundautly” John 10:10.

The Maater is also calling us to
active, wide-awake servico for Him.
Work is a blessing; idleness, a eurse,
The spirit of helpfulness is most hon-
orable in a Junior hoy or girl.

“The Master calls for gospel work-
ers. Who will respond? Not all who
enter the army arc to be generals,
captaing, gergeants, or even corporals.
Not all have the care and responsi-
hility of leaders. There ig hard work
of other kinds to be done. Some must
dig trenches and build fortifications;
gome are to stand as sentinels; some
to carry messages. While there are
but few officers, it requires many
soldiers to form the rank and file of
the army; yet ifs success depends
upen the fidelity of every soldier.
Ono man’s eowardice or treachery
may bring disaster upon the eniire
army.”—“Christian Service,” p. 74.

Help One Another

“IIetp one ancother,” the snowflakes said,
Ag they scttied down in their ﬂeeciy bed,
“Omne of us here would never he felt,
One of us here would quickly mett;
Dut I'll help you, and you help me,
And thelr]l what a splendid drift there'll
o

“JTelp one another,” the maple spray

Said to its fellow leaves one day;

“The sun would wither me here atone,

T.ong enough ere ithe day is gone;

But I'll help you, and you help me,

And then what a sptendid shade there'll
be.”

“Ilelp one another,” the dewdrop crled,
Seeiug ancther drop elose to its side;
“The warm gouth wind would dry me

AWRY

And T should be gone ere noon today;

Bt I'll help you, and you help me,

And we'll make a brook and ruu to the
sea.”

“Help one another,” a graln of sand
Haid Lo amother graln close at hand;
“The wind may carry me ovet the gea,
And then, oli, what wil! become of me?
But come, my brother, give me your

hand,
We'll build a mountain, and then we'll
atand.”

And mo the snowflakes grew to drifts;,
The graina of sand to a mountain ;

The leaves became a gsummer shade;
The dewdrops fed a fountaln,

—A. F. Hunting.

Doing good is the only course that
brings real happiness. The only way
to keep some things is to give them
away.

David Livingstone sald, “T will
place no valne on anything I have or
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may possess, I1f anything will ad-
vanee the interests of Christ’s king-
dom, it shall be given away or kept,
only as by the giving or keeping of
it I shall most promote the glory of
Him to whom I owe all my hopes in
time and eternity.”

Loving service to others should be
our congtant goal The story is told,
ag an instance of Oriental humor, of
a little Chinese girl who was earrying
her brother on her back. “Is he
heavy?® she was asked. ‘No” she
replied; “he i& my bhrother.,”

Jesus’ love to us causes us to love
those who need our help. “What else
eould I do?’ 8o said a frail young
girl of seventeen, The home of this
young heroine, Miss BEsther Fuller, is
in Corpus Christi, Texas, The flood
came in the fall of 1919, and she and
her hrother, a lad of eleven, found
themselves in the water. The boy
beeame uneonseious, and for five hours
before being reseued, the girl swam
ahout in the surging waters, support-
ing her little brother, Happily, she
was a good swimmer, and it had been
her favorite sport.

“T couldn’t leave him, ecould I?”
wag the expression of the girl when
her heroie conduet was being eom-
mended.

What a motto for those who are
geeking to win others for their Mas-
ter’s service, The Juniors who en-
deavor to “reseue the perishing” will
find that the Leord will provide
strength for their task. Pluckily and
hopefully they may continue their
labor of love. The love of Jesus will
lead us to exclaim, “I couldn’t leave
him, could 19’ Beeausc of such holy
daring, many will be reclaimed from
the ways of sin.

Juniors, if you were sailors on a
ship, of course you would know how
to operate the lifeboats, If in a time
of danger the eaptain should ery out,
“Man the lifeboats!” what would it
be your duty te de? To lower the
lifeboats at once! We are living in
a time of extreme danger to those
who are facing Jesus’ coming unpre-
pared. The Captain of the Lord’s
host calls you to spring intoc aetion
and save them,

How many at the close of this
Week of Prayer will answer the call
tor volunteers, and place your lives
in the Savieurs hands and thereby
dedicate youmrselves for unselfish
gervice?
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Our Foreign Missions

for missions is taken.

These pages provide interesting and helpful material for church elders
and conference workers in promoting foreign mission work, and may
be used on the second Sabbath of each month when the church offering

Seeking African Pearls

HILE our pioneer mission-

ary to Africa, W. H. Ander-

gon, eame home supposedly
for good aboui a year ago becanse of
health eonditions of himself and his
wife, Brother Anderson not long aft-
erward found himself so much im-
proved that he appealed for release
from the homeland, and asked that
he be allowed to return alone to con-
tinune gervice in Africa until his wife
ig able to rejoin him, This request
being granted, we now hear from
him away up in the Belgian Conge.
He writes:

“T left Cape Town last May for the
camp meeting season in the Congo
Union. Having no official dutles, not
even at present having a home, I am
under no ohligation to leave the in-
terior until my work is completed.
When I arrive in Cape Town again,
I shall have been away seven months,
and I shall have visited every mis-
gion in the Congo Union, including
many of their churches.

“Ioach week I mest with a group on
the Sabbath. Two weeks ago we had
a revival service, and twenty-seven
took their first stand for the truth.
Last week at a revival service twenty-
three joimed the baptismal elasses.
These, with the fruitage of my evan-
gelistic efforte, make more than 200
who bave accepted the message as a
result of my labors this summer.

“Two weeks age a cempany who
have been ingtructed by one of our
Missionary Volunteers came to the
mission and said they wanted to join
our church., There are mere than 100
of them. They had helonged to an-
other Protestant Society, but after
hearing the message, here they are,
nearly the entire eongregation, com-
ing to us as 2 result of the labors of
4 Missionary Volunteer.

“A native man heard ome of our
Missionary Volunteers preach a ser-
mon. He left his home and went with
the Volunteer, listening to alt he had
to say. Them when this young man
returned, to the mission scheol, this
man went heme and ealled his peigh-
bors together and told them what he
had heard. He gathered a eomgroga-
tion, and many have already hegun to
keep the Sabbath. Now he eomes
here to the Gitwe Mission, and says he
has taught the pesple all he knows,

and he asks for some one fo come
and feach them more. A man has
Jjust been sent to help them out.

“Y visited ome church, and they
told me that three years ago they had
a memberghip of 140, We had 950
there last Sabbath. At the end of
this year they will divide and make
five churches, where now they have
one. They ean then grow some more,

“At one place where we held a
Sabbath serviece on a hill overlooking
a thickly populated valley, I went
out on Sabbath morning to see how
many of the natives were at work in
their fields. I saw just two familieg
working, while more than 700 people
came to the meeting, That is whai
God is doing for us here in the Congo.

“Here arc the gaing in the Congo
Union during the first nine maonths
of ltast year: Sabbath keepers, 979;
Sabbath school members, 3,035; pupils
in the day schools, 2,033. Remember
these figures give only the gains. We
entered the Conge in 1920, God is at
work here, and we praise His name.
We are so sorry that we cannot do
more, a3 we could easily double these
figures if we had the money te set
these natives to work and so fry to
keep up with the opening providences
of God. What more can we do? Some
of the Europeans here are carrying
two men’s burdens all the time, All
of them are overworking. Some are
about to break under the strain. May
God send the help they need.”

After Twenty Years

Hear this from our Australasian
Monamona Mission, established twenty
years or more ago among the aborig-
ines, a people accounted by the sci-
entists ag of such low mentality that
they eould not be reached with God’s
gospel of salvation. Superintendent
W. 0. Broad, in reporting work at
the mission, says:

“Time and time again we have
heard this statement, ‘Yes, you might
get the younger people, but you will
never, never get the eld aboriginal
people of Australia.’ But the people
who say, “You can’t do this’ are the
ones who will be surprised. The work
of the Spirit of God has been espe-
eially manifest at Monamona during
the last eighteen months. Brother
Branford spent twenty yoars of his
lifo up there without seeing one of
those old people turn from their ovil
ways, without seeing one of those
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people turn from tobaceco and urclean
foods. But now the results of those
years of labor are being seen. Just
eighteen months ago the first old pex-
son stated, ‘Master, I have finigshed
with tobaeco.” It toock a lot of cour-
age for that person to say that., In
a few weeks his example led ancther
to take the same step, and finally an
old man and his wife, two of the
oldest ones we have on the mission,
both agreed to give up not only to-
bacco but all unelean foods.

“There is mothing that appeals to
an old ahboriginal like the meat of
a fine gnake or a lizard; foods that
are most disgusting to us are de-
licacies to them. As we endeavor to
show them that the Bible teaches that
those foods are unclean and must
never be partaken of, they find it a
great bardship ito forsake them.

“This old couple recently came to
us and the woman said, ‘Master, T
want to tell you something. I want
to have a talk to you’ °‘All right’
I said, ‘you come and talk to me?
They did not like to speak while
others were around. ‘For a long time
the migsion has been here,’ she gaid.
Far a long time we would not go
near the church. We would never
go to Sabbath school. But this year
we have been o Sahbath sehool, we
have been to church. We have seen
the effect on the lives of these young
people. We have finished with these
evil ways, we have finished with every-
thing, and now we want to have a
part in God’s chureh. By and by we
want to be baptized.” These words,
eeming from two of the oldest peaple
on the mission, brought great joy to
our hearts.”

Breaking Away From Idols

I» was down in Central Argentina,
Houth Ameriea, that Missionary P, M,
Brouchy was invited home by a devount
worshiper of idels, though of Chrig-
tian models, the lady introducing our
brother to her beautiful roomful of
them. She noticed that the visitor
regarded ber gods with indifference,
as compared with the other religious
fathers who 80 admired her wonder-
ful eollection. Finally our missionary
broke his silence by asking the dear
woman if she would like to receive
8 book that would tell her about haly
men of old, of the apostles, and of
the Christ and His teachings. Through
this tactful approach a Bible entered
her home. Here is what then took
plaee:

“She began reading the word of
@God, and as she read, her spiriinal
perception began to expand, and she
herself, through the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, learned of the vanity of
image and idol worship. The family

had Bible siudies regularly. One
night the question of the law of God
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was presented by the missionary, and
right then is when this lady, her hus-
band, and the aged mother decided to
put an end to their idol worship,
eThe law of the Lord ig perfeet, con-
verting the soul: . . . making wise
the simple. . . . The commandmenti
of the Lord is pure, enlightening the
ayes.’

“All the idols, images, pictures of
saints, were gathered together and
piled upon & table. ‘Are there any
more anywhere? was the question now
mutually asked. The husband reached
under his eollar and pulled forth an
idol medal of a saint that had not
been taken from his neck for thirty-
five years. It, too, must be placed on
the already large heap. Now the
family stood around the table and
shed many tears over their idols, tears
caused to flow copiously by the sight
betore them, because thers on that
table lay their helplesy, speechless
idols. And to think that they had
jgmorantly worshiped such powerless
materizl instead of worshiping the
Creator of all things, now ecaused
great sorrow of heart and repentance.
The old mother, who bhad followed in
religious darkness and superstition so
long, now said, “Truly, we have been
blind.' ”

Entering New Territory
. M, Sparrow, superintendent of
the Southeagt Afrieam Union, in men-
tioning new territory yet unentered
in their field, writes:

“Just at present we are trying to
open a place in Angonilagnd. It is
wonderful how the Lord has heard our
prayers, and sent ns means for the
opening of the work in this section,
For many years we have passed
through this thiekly populated terri-
tory, hundreds of miles in length, and
as yet we have nothing established in
that part. Bo we gre very happy to
feel that we shall scon he opening a
gtation in that unentered territory.
Thizg will eonneet ocur northern work
with the south, and bridge the gap be-
tween,

“There is another tferritory in the
most nertherly part of our field which
we are also trying to open, Wa have
only one believer in that part of the
field where live more than 60,000 na-
tive people. It is at a place ealled
‘Karonga.” We are trying to release
a teacher from the south and pay his
sa'ary to go mnorth and open that
field, We are very much interested in
entering the unenterad territories.”

Reseuned From Death, But——

Misstwovary C. W, CurTis, over in
Angalaland, West Afriea, tels of an
experience that Mrs, Curtis had in
treating a pneumonia ecase brought to
their little medieal dispensary:

“My wife had a very interesting ex-
perience in her medical work. Ome
day there was brought to us a very
tall man suffering with double pneu-
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monia, They had him tied to a pole,
two men earrying him., He was a
Catholie teacher. Soon the priest eame
and prepared him for death, not ex-
pecting that he would recover. Hav-
ing no place for outpatients, the hen-
house was thoroughly ecleaned and the
man put in there. His was a very
difficult ease, but with God’s blessing
on the treatments given, he recov-
cred. After hig refurn home, he eame
back to visit us. 'The priest evi-
dently thought he was there, for one
Sabbath morning he rushed in upon
our gervice and locked ahont, hut
that morning the teacher was not
there. He had tried to get away from
them, but they found him and sent
him far away to another school, away
from all Adventist influence. We
are praying that he will remain loyal
to his real eonvictiong, and find his
way later to take his gtand for the
truth and units with ug.”

Despite Her Hot Tears, She Found
the Way

“A TRINIDAD colporieur was solieit-
ing hard for an order,” writes one of
the workers. “‘You are going to
spend $5.50 for that book when we
need so many other things, and money
is %0 hard to get in these times,’
sobbed the wife of a young REast
Indian gentleman, as the hot tears
coursed down her c¢heeks. Despite her
tears, which fipwed freely, he ordered
s copy of ‘Patriarchs and Prophets.
After the book was delivered, she
perused its pages; and as her inter-
est deepencd, she read the whole vol-
ume through, and was convinced of
ihe truth,

“At this time & Seventh-day Advent-
ist boy was in the employ of her hus-
band. Although he lived next door,
he received his hoard as a part of his
salary. Ie would often sing on SBab-
baths, and as he went about his
work, One day she heard him singing,
‘Josus knows all about our traubles,’
and agked him to eopy the words for
her, which he did. One Sabbath when
she carried his breakfast o him he
refused the food. Bhe agked him why
he did not eat. He said he was fasi-
ing that day. This led to other gues-
tions, and soon she became well ae-
quainted with our beltef. She then
told her husband, ‘I love the faith of
the Seventh-day Adventists, and have
decided to follow it.’

“Ag she returned from her first visit
to the Babbath school, her husband
met her, and beat her all the way
home. Hig persecution was so severe
that she fled te her mother’s home
for shelter, only to receive censure
there. The maother threatened to put
her out, saying that she would go
astray and be separated from her
husband. She alse accused her of
leaving her two children whom God
had given her, for the husband we-
fused to let her have the children,

“A little affer this, the husband
came to the mother’s place and asked
hig wife ©0 return-to him, She told
him that she could mnot, as he would
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not let her keep the SBabbath and at-
tend services, He promised to allow
her these privileges, so she returned
with him. The next Babbath, how-
ever, as she was returning from serv-
ices, he again met her, and beat her
all the way home. Once more she
gought protection from his perseen-
tion in her mother’s home.

“Since her baptism, she has received
a letter from her husband, in which
he agks her forgiveness, stating that
he wants to follow her, and requests
her to ask the elders to pray for him.
It i3 hoped that he, too, will soon be-
came a humble follower of Jesus”

Medical Missionaries in the Orient

Dr. H. W, MIiLLER, in speaking of
the openings for trained physieians in
China and the Far East, says:

“In addition to the twelve medical
institutions that we now have in
China, there are also well-equipped in-
gtitutions in Korea, Japan, and the
Philippines, There is no limit to
what can be done in medieal mission-
ary work in the Orient.

“Recently it was my privilege to
take charge of the work at ounr clinie
in Shanghai while Dr. Lesle Butka
took a month’s vacation, During
that time I did one hundred opera-
tions at the clinie alone. Our clinie
building is six stories, of one hun-
dred and seveniy-bed eapacity, and
there i an average of about two
hundred patients per day in the out-
patient depariment,

“It has been a great surprise to the
people of China to see what our peo-
ple ave doing during these times of
depression. Praetieally all other so-
cieties are recognizing this as a time
of waiting, as they have been foreed
to curtail their work, They first
dropped off their medieal work, then
their schools, and lastly their other
missionary operations. There is a
vast difference in the coneeption of
opportunities offered in medical mis-
sionary endeavor in the mission fields,
There are many efficlent doetors
eharge of haspitals, but who leave the
migsionary phase of the work en-
tively to others.

“When we are in search of dociors
to come to the mission field, cur fivst
question is, Is this man a Chrigtian?
What evidence does he show of a
definite, personal Christian experi-
enee? We want men and women who
are not only looking to the Great
Physician ag their leader, but who are
in a very definite, persoral way point. -
ing their patients to Him. Ours is a
work of reformation, a work of
changing lives and habits. Our doe-
tors win their way amang all elasses
of people, and as a result of their con.
tacts, men and women in official posi-
tions, and still others of wealth, are
taking hold and making it wossible
for our sanitariums, hespitals, and
dispensaries to be buil, and in many
cases are assisting in their operation.”

MisstoN Boarp,
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