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In Granting Church Letters

ECOMMENDING to another
R churchi the church member re-
questing a letter of transfer, involves
no small responsibility. This letter
proclaims to the receiving church that
the member in question comes to them
“in good and regular standing,” Thig
expression i3 not placed in thig letter
ag 2 cordial statement of greeting,
worded thus as a matter of good form,
It is to express to the ehurch not ae-
quainted with this member, the facts
as they really exist. Inasmuch as no
qualifying statements are to accom-
pany this letter of recommendation,
these words “in good and regular
standing” are to express the truth
when the letter is issued; for the re-
ceiving church hag nothing besides
this statement upon which to rely in
voling to receive the member inte
their full fellowghip. The responsi-
bility of the issming church, therefore,
centers around the question, “Do these
words, ‘in good and regular standing,’
gtate the truth®’ If they do noi, then
the issuing chureh eammot gtand clear
in the sight of God in voting the
letter.

A Church Letter Carries Assurance
of Confidence and Fellowship

If the brother requesting the letter
of transfer is not really “in good and
regular standing,” what is to be done?
Shall the church close its eyes to any
untoward conditions surrounding the
case? Shall it say, “Although we do
not approve of the eourse pursued by
thig brother, this sister, in our midsi,
let wg not deal with the situation, now
that he or ghe is leaving us, but let us
pass the matter on to the other church,
and let them deal with it"? Would it
be deing by your hrother church offi.
“gers, your sister church, ag yon would

Homesick
BY PEANI, WAGGONER TOWARD
I'nt homesick! Not for the homeland
dear

Ay
Two thougand mlles away,

For I giadly came, and 'tis even here
That I'm anxlouns still to stay

Till the work ig done, But I'm homesick
IFor a better world than this,—-

For the peace and calm and healing balm
Of heaven's eternal bliss.

I'm homestck, yes, for the country blest
Where hearts can never ache;

Where fr(;m fiery test one at last may

rest,

Whete earth no more will quake.

I'm weary of things uncertain,
Of ruins,~—of man-made town ;

I long for the city God hag bullt,
Whose walls can ne‘er shake down.

I'm weary oft of the dus{ and dirt,
Of winds filth-laden hepe;

Of the myriad things that seek to hart,—
Ingects and geyrms to fear.

I weary of sight along unpaved streets,
Of squalor and filth untold ;

Bui how sweet will be to earth-worn feet
Those dustiess streets of gold!

I'm thinkln% oft of that wondrons clime
With heallng zephyrs blessed,

Beyond these scenes of sin and crime
And where one safe may rest.

I'm weary of wars and bandits,
Ba weary of gin and strife;

T long foa‘ the guiet and strength we'll

n
When close to the tree of life.

I'm lonely here for a better land,—
A land from critles free,

Where One who alone can understand
Alone the Judge will be,

T'm weary of ldle slanders,
I long for a world made new,

Wlhere gosslp shall cease, where all is

peace,
‘Where every “frlend” is true,

I'm longing for the reunion sweet
With loved ones now afar,

With plenty of time, and joy complete
Where God and angels are,

I'm weary of pain and suffering,—
Of funerals passing by

T long for the day God shall wlpe away
The tears from every eye.

like to have that ehurch deal by you?
Would it not be better to withhold the
issuance of this church letter until any
question regarding the conduct of the
member shall be cleared up?

If the elders or other officers of the
church will do some spiritual work,
wrongs may be yighted, mignnderstand-
ings ecleared up, and all questiong of
uncertainty he removed, and the letter
may be granted to the receiving church
with a hearty vote of recommendation
as a member “in good and regular
gtanding.” The responsibility must be
taken by the church issuing the letter
of transfer, And if this regponsihility
ig shirked or minimized, the church
¢anuot be elear befors God.

Purpose of First and Second
Readings

One week is made to intervens be-
tween the first reading of the name of
the member desiring a church letter,
and the time for voting npon its is-
suance, for this very purpese: that in
case any member of the ehurch gues-
tions the right of this member to be
transferred as one “in good and regu-
lar gtanding,” he is afforded time and
opportunity to take up the question
privately with the officers of ths
church, stating the reasens therefor.
And when this is done, it is the duty
of the officers to examine carefully
into the merils of this statement
brought to them, withholding the whils
the seeond reading of this name until’
matters are adjusted.

“Chuarch letters are granted only to
those members who are in good and
regular gtanding. All indorsements
on shurch letters noting exceptions to
this rule ave out of order. Any
church that votes a letter to a mem-
ber, and then makes a notation on the

letter calling attention to some point
on which the memher fails, therehy
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confesses its own weakness and slack-
ness in properly looking after the
spiritual welfave of its wembers, and
in exereising proper discipline where a
member is not lving up to his mem-
bership vows. Proper labor should be
bestowed on the member, thus helping
him to the spiritual experience where
the church can vote him a letter with-
out any disqualifying notations,”—
“Chareh Manual” p. 83,

“Let all things be done decently,
and in order,” were words of inspira-
tion sent by the apostie Paul to the
church at Corinth. And surely in so
important a matter as that of the
transfer of a choreh member from one
church {o another, the regulations
cited above, reasonable and right as
they are, should in cvery ecase he
faithfully maintained and carried out,

T. B. B.

woow
The Smaller Churches

I~ large eonferences awd in smaller
ones, the large churches veceive mare
attention than do the smaller ¢hurches,
Study as an administrator or a com-
mittee may to eorrect this tendency,
still it seems almost impossible to
serve equally the smaller churches
of the conference, If some Genera}
Conference teader comes to the field,
endeavor is made at once that he may
address as many of the members as
possible; if some foreign missionary
arvives, the same is true; and thus,
of course, the large centers are fa-
vored above the outlying and smaller
churches,

When two or three smaller churehes
are added to a worker's territory, al-
most inevitably the large chnreh ab-
sorbs tho pastor’s time till the smaller
churches are robhed of the help they
should have, and the members begin
to leave the neglested smaller chureh
for a larger churehr where they can
have what seems to them more de-
sirable attention.

Again, it is often the ecase that
members of the smaller flecks change
their memberskip to some larger
chureh, This usually robs the smaller
ehiurch of the only talent it has along
certain lines, Tt was not so with the
carly ehurch leaders, for we read in
“Acts of the Apostles,” page 186, the
following:

“Those who im any place were by
his labor led to aecept Christ as the
BSaviour, were, at the proper time, ar-
ganized into a church. Even when the
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I long for the time when at last we gee
Full froits of labors here,

And share in Iis wendrous jey when we
Shall greet our Saviour dear.

I'm homésick to see my Homeland
And move again no tnoere

But I'm still not sad, for T'm glad,—sa

giad
The King is “at the door'!
Menagug, Nicaragwo, Central America,

believers were hut few in number, this
was doue. . . .

“And Paul did not forget the
churches thus established. The care
of these ehurches rested on his mind
a8 an ever-increasing burden. How-
ever small & company might be, it
was nevertheless the objeet of his eon-
stant solicitude, He watched over the
smalley churches tenderly, rvealizing
that they were in need of gpecial eare,
in order that the members might be
thoroughly established in the truth,
and taught to put forth earnest, w-
gelfish effort for those areund them.”

Note that “he watched over the
smaller churches tenderly, realizing
that they were in need of special
care.” It ts wmot in the order of God

Special Appointments
for January

Home Missionary Day,
January 4

Second Sabbath Missions
Offering, Jannary 11

Tithe Covenant Day,
Jamzary 11

Elementary Schools Offering,
January 25

L ]

that the members of smaller churches
should floek to the large churches, for
He has very definttely warned against
this very thing. We quote:

“There is, among many professing
the truth, a spirit of unrest. Some
want to go to another county or State,
buy large lands, and carry on an ex-
tensive busginess; others want to go
into the eity. Thus lit{le churches are
left in weakness and disecuragement
to die, when, had the ones who left
them been content to work on a smaller
seale, doing their little with fidelity,
they might have made their families
comfortable, and been free to keep
their own souls in the love of God.
Many who move are disappointed.
They lose what little property they
had, loge health, and finally give up
the troth.”—"Testimonies,” Vol. T,
pp. 152, 153,

“When Beventh-day Adventists move
into cities where there is already a
large chureh of believers, they are owt
of place, and their spirituality be-
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comes weaker and weaker. Their
children are exposed to many tempta-
tions,—Id., Fol. VIII, p. 82.

“Let those who have lived so long in
places where there are large chuvehes
of believers, go out inte the harvest
field to sow and reap for the Master,
They will forget self in the desire to
save souly, They will see so much
work to do, so many fellow beings to
help, that they will have no time to
leok for fauhs in others. They will
have no fime to work on the negative
gide.

“Bringing s0 many believers to-
gether in one place tends to encourage
avilsurmising and evilspeaking., Many
hecome absorbed tn looking and ligten-
ing for evil. They forget what a
great sin they ave committing. They
forget that the words they speak can
never be unsaid, and that by their sus-
picions they are sowing seeds that will
spring up to bear a harvest of evil
How great this harvest is ne one will
know until the last great day, when
every thonght, word, and action will be
brought inte judgment.”—Id., p. 83.

G, A, RoBreTs,
Woow
Filled With the Spirit

“Ir any man have not the Spirit of
Christ, he is none of His.” Rom. 8:9,

“The Bpirit of Christ is a mission-
ary spirit."—"The Great Controversy,”
p. 70,

We should be “fervent in Spirit”?
(Ront.  12:11), “on fire with the
Spirit,” as Goodspeed puts itf.

“Be filled with the Spirit.” Iph,
5118,

A real Christian is filled with the
Spirit of Christ, which makes him 2
tireless missionary,

Henry ¥F. BrowN.
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The Home Missionary Department

Mobilizing Our Forces
(Misstonary Service, Sabbath,
January 4)

Suggestive Program

OprNING SoNg: “Sound the Battle
Cry,” No, 510 in “Christ in Bong.”
SorIPTURE LESgoN ;: Ephesians 6:10-18.

PrRAYER,

Song: “Stand Like the Brave” No.
508 in “Chrigt in Song.”

Miss1oNARY REPORT.

OFFEEING FOR CHURCH MISSI0NARY
WORK.

REapING: “The Church
‘With Banners.’”

Reaping: “The Call to Arms.”

SproTan Music (Quartet or Solo):
“Uelp Me Find My Place,” No.
194 in “The Gospel in Song”

READING: “A Place and a Work for
AlL»

TaLk By MissroNary Leaper: Rally
Call to Mobilization. (Secure sig-
natures to “Workers’ Covenant”
blanks.)

CrLosing SowNa: “Onward, Christian
SQoldiers,” No. 656 in “Christ in
Song.”

‘an  Army

Note to Leaders

Thkis is mobilization day in the rem-
nant church,—a day when leaders in
the army of the Lord send forth a
world-wide call to Seventh-day Ad-
ventists everywhere to ralty and make
ali personal pursuits secondary to the
service of the King, each man, woman,
and child standing in the appointed
place, ready to discharge the partieu-
lar duty assigned.

The world has recently witnessed
the demonstration of powerful mili-
tary mobilization. At the imoment
when the regulay standing armies of
the belligerent nations were o1 the eve
of advanee, the word went forth into
all the world ealling the nationals “on
the seas, on the mountains, in the
caves of earth,” in cities, towns, vil-
lages, or wherever they might be
found, to take heed that the zero hour
had eome and every citizen was called
to stand in defense of his ecountry.
According to the Associated Press,
there was an instant response,—mer-
chants left their places of business,
farmers left their tools i the fields,
housewives abandoned their domestie
duties; all assembled to hear the sol-
emn summons that the time for gen-
eral mobilization had heen reached.
To fail to give heed, or to appear
indifferent, branded a person as a
shirker and traitor to his couniry.
With such a reeent object lesson be-
fore us, we may the better understand

what is expected of the ¢hurch at this
hour in the final crisis of earth’s his-
tory.

We are now a part of “the churek
militant” and every member of the
church is a soldier. Not one is ex-
cused from serviee. “So vast is the
field, so comprehensive the design,
that every sanctified heart will bhe
pressed into serviee as an instrument
of divine power.”—*“Testimondes,” Vol.
IX, p. 47. For centuries the contro-
versy between Christ and Satan has
waged & bitter warfare, and thousands
of loyal soldiers havo laid down their
lives in the conflict. But the “church
militant” is soom to become the
“chureh  triumphant,” and the last
struggle is right upon uws. The great
clock of time i3 striking the zero hour,
and today God’s leaders send forth =
eall for 100 per cent mobilization for
Christian conquest. As wise generals
in the Lord’s army, you will study the
gituation which confrouts your seector
of the army, and will plan for this
gervice in such a way as to arouse
every member of your chureh. Blanks
will be furnigshed for convemience in
enrolling the entire chuveh member-
ship in the various lines of migsionary
gerviee which are to be promoted with
renewed energy during the year just
abead. Leaders for the various groups,
such as the topieal and elass bands,
should be chosen in advance and in-
strueted as 1o the special service they
are to render, so that they will be
veady to take charge of their groups
as soon as vegistration is completed.

This is a great day in the history
of the advent movement, and s0 mueh
depends upon the vigion and the effi-
ciency of the leaders of missionary en-
deavor that it ig fitfing to call for a
special season of prayer by the mem-
bers of the chnrch board, seeking di-
vine wisdom for the suceess of the
missionary mobilization eall,

GEN. ConF. HomE Miss, Depn.

The Church “an Army With

Banners”

BY J. A. STEVENS

HE figure used by Solomon to
Tdescn‘be the echurch is peculiarly
fitting for the last generation of
lLuman history. Tt iz a time of war-
fare, both carnal and spiritual, aud
organization and diseipline are vital
to sueeess, As the king of Israel de-
picted the chureh in its inany echar-
aecteristies, he placed stress upon the
qualities brought to view in the text:
“Who is she that looketh forth as the
morning, fair as the moon, clear as
the sun, and terrible as an army with
banners?” Song of Solomon 6:10.

Why was the chureh of the last days
Likened to an army? DBeecausean army
preeminently illustrates the power of
organization and diseipline, The fun-
damental differesce between a moeh
and an army is organization. Both
organization and discipline have been
presented as basle prineiples of the
chureh sinee the time when the family
was the church, Abrahain had three
hundred and eighteen well trained and
digeiplined servants connected with his
household, and they vanquished the
hosts of the four kings that had rav-
ished Canzan and made Lot a pris
oner. When the church was estab-
ligshed in the days of the exodus, God
gave Jethro detailed eounsgel eoncern-
ing organization, “Able men, such as
fear God, men of truth, hating covet-
ousness,” were to be placed over the
various nnits of tens, fifties, hundreds,

CHORUSY

HELP ME FIND MY PLACE

{Words set Lo music on page 19, “Gospel 1n Borg™)
T mrew's 8 place for every worker In the vinevard of the Lord
Where with all cur powers united, we can toil with one accord;

*“There are needy hearts now waltln,
Let usg guide them safely onward,

“There’s a place for every Christlan in the chareh which we wounld gerve,
Where we muay tphold her standards, and from duly never swerve;

ﬁet us show them how to live,

“There are burdens to be lifted, there are hearts in pain and grief:
Let us heip the heavy laden, bringing comfort and relief @

“There's a place, oh, may T find it! where my mission I can fill,

Re It hamble, or exalled, may I hold It with a wih.

ITelp to serve my generatlon, wlith a hesrt of love and grace,

Heip me, Lord, from this time onward, find aud occupy my piace.”

for the hefp which we can give:

—Neal A, MeAulay.

o
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and thouvands into whick the .church
was to be divided. (See Ex. 18:
21-26.)

Twice over, the Seripturés show that
organization inereases efficiency by 500
per eent. In Levitieys 26:8 it is
stated, “Five of you shall chase a
hundred, and a hundred ¢f you shall
put ten thousand to flight.” If five
could rout a hundred, it would be
supposed that one hundred would be
able to conguer twenty hundrved. But
the power of organization and co-
operation increased the efficiency so
that they eould do five times as much
as the very fine work of the unit of
five. And there is another illustra-
tion: “How should one chase a thou-
gand, and twe put ten thousand to
flight, exeept their Rock had sold
them, and the Lord had shut them
up¥  Dent. 32:30. Here again it
wonld appear that two would chase
two thousand if one could chase a
thousand. DBut the unity of effort
multiplies the ability to aceomplish at
least five times as mueh ad could be
accomplished by ene individual work-
ing alone.

The potency and permanence of the
organization outlined to Moszes by
Jethre was demenstrated throughout
the Iong years of the wilderness wan-
derings, Tt persisted during all the
years of oceupying the “goodly Iand,”
and on into the days of the judges.
Gideon declared, “My thousand is the
meanest” (margin), in Tsrael; and
when he was to make an offering to
the Lord he *took ten men of his
servants, and did as the Lord had
gaid unte him.” Judges 6:15, 27,
Later in Ysrael’s history, “David sent
out ten young men, and David said
unto the young men, Get you up to
Carmel, and go to Nabal, and greet
him in my name® 1 Sam. 25:5,
Amosg, the prophet, declaring the
judgments to fall on Israel beeause
of their apostasy, said: “The eity that
weat out by a thousand shall leave a
hundred, and that which went forth
by a mundred shall leave ten, to the
house of Isragl” Amos 5:3. Evea
Jesus gave recognition 0 the anclent
form of organization when he fed the

. multitude. Luke records how the peo-
ple were seated in groupe of fifties,
while Mark includes the fact that
they sat down by hundreds amd by
fifties.

Thus it is that the Seriptures teach
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the vital importanece of oiganization
for service. When Moses was about
to lead the peqple out of Egypt he
told Pharaoh that-“not a hoof” should
be left hehind, Ex. 10:26, Every in-
dividual was ineluded iu the basie or-
ganization of “tens.” Tt is the pur-
pose of the Lord that every individual
in the church of today is to be in-
eluded in the elass-band erganization.
Thus the ehureh is to fight the battles
of the Lerd in these last days with the
gsame form of orgamization and the
same degree of diseipline that marked
the eonquest of the Promised Land.
And it ig of thrilling interest to note
the wonderful similarity of the organ-
ization in the remmant ehureh to
that of the evodus meovement. The
presidency of the General Conference
is comparable to the office of Moses,
and the General Conference Comurit-
tee to the seventy counselors. Iuragl
marched by divisions, and the world
field today is composed of division
conferonces. The Teadership of the
thousands in thé  days, of Moses is
paralleled by our union conferences,
the leadership of hundreds by our
loeal conferences, the leadexship of
fifties by our Iocal churches, and the
bagie units of tens in the army of
Iarael to our class bands for mission-
ary work.

The reason for thiz definite organ-
ization and leadership is made plain
hy many statements in the Spirit of
propheey, .

“God is a God of order. Everything
conneeted with heaven is im perfect
order; subjection and thorough disei-
plire mark the movements of the an-
gelic host, Sucessa can only abttend
order and harmonious action. God
requires grder and system in His work
now no less than in the days of Israel.
All who are working for Him are to
Iabor intelligently, not in a careless,
haphazard manner. He would have
His work done with faith and exact-
ness, that He may place the seal of
His approval upon it.”"—“Pairiarchs
and Prophets) p. 376.

In harmony with this and other
counsel, our ehurches are pressing on-
ward in an earnest endeavor to perfect
thoronghly a misgionary organization
that is to include every member. We
are living in the ninety-second year of
the judgment-hour message, and it is
maost urgent that every ehurch be fully
organized io do its part in the finish-
ing of the work.

“Well-organized work must be done
in the chureh, that its members may
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understand how to impart the light to.
others, and thug strengthen their own
faith and inereage their knowledge.
Ag they impart that which they have
received from God, they will be eon-
firmed in the faith, A working church
is a living church. We are bmilt up
as living stones, and every stone is to
emit Hght., Every Christian iz com-
pared to a precious stone that eatches
the glory of God and reflects it)—
“Testimonies,” Vol VI, p. 435,

In nearly fifteen hundred churches in
North America the-ciags-band method .
of organization is in operation, and at
the very beginning of 1936 every
church should be ineluded in the Hst.
“Every one who is added to the ranks
by conversion, iy to be assigned his
post of duty. Every one should be
willing t0 be or do anything in this
warfave—Id.,, Vol. VII, p. 30. Wherse
this has heen wisely worked ouf, and
a definite soul-winning organization
developed, the missionary work of the
church has increased from 300 ‘per
cent to more tham 700 per cemt. Let
every officer and every member of
evary chureh gladly unite in making
this advent movement the mighty
sonl-winning army of Christian sol-
diers which God designs it to be,

“The secret of our suecess in the

work of God will bhe found in the
harmenious working of our peaple.

There muat be concentrated action. .

Every memher of the body of Christ
must act his part in the cause of God,
according to the ability that God has
given him. We must press together
againgt ohstruetions and difficuliies,
ghoulder to shoulder, heart to heart.”
—“Chrigtion Service,” p. 78,

|-
The Call to Arms

BY L, B, CHRISTMAN -~

In the journey from Egypt to
Canaan the children of Israel con-
stituted a well-organized, disciplined
army. In our study of God’s pregram
for the suecesy of that ancient move-
ment it is evident that He provided
the leaders of His people a definite
program of orgamization. Moere and
more Moses eame to recognize that the
suceess of his leadership depended
largely upon his ability to place re-
gponsibility upon efficient leaders who
in turn charged every individual sol-
dier in the ranks with a definite part
of the task. As they came in contact
with the heathen nationg about them,
it was only through the solidarity in
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their ranks, and the loyalty of every
soldier in adhering to God’s program,
that they were enabled to conquer the
enemy and reach the Promised Land,
After the death of Moses, when Joshua
wag called to cross the Jordan and en-
ter the Promised Land, God instructed
him to follow to the letter the plan of
organization as given to Moses on the
mount, God’s instruction to Joshua
was: “Turn not from i to the right
hand or to the left, that thou may-
ast prosper whithersoever thon goest.”
Joshua 1:7. Again, in verses 10 and
11, we read: “Them Joghua com-
manded the officers of the people, say-
ing, Pass through the host, and com-
mand the people, saying, Prepare you
victuals; for within three days ye
shall pass over this Jordan, to go in
to possess the land, which the Loxd
your God giveth you to possess it.”
There was no guestion in Joshua's
mind as to the ultimate triumph of
Lsrael’s eause, He knew God’s pro-
gram would suceeed. In his command
to Israel there wae no semblance of
doubt as fo vietory in their movement
against the enemy. What a wonder-
ful example of leadership and organ-
ization! Truly an example God’s
people would do well to follow today.

Today Seventh-day Adventists are
entrusted with a tremendous task,—
the finishing of God's work in all the
world in this generation, To a defi-
nite people has been committed a defi-
nite work, and, as in days gone by,
it ig God’s plan that every soldier en-
listing in the army of Prince Im-
manusl shall be 2 dependable ageney
through whom the last judgment-hour
messago shall reach the ends of the
earth. As Israel of old, the church
today has reached the hanks of the
Jordan; the task is almost finished.
While the forees of the enemy afe
striving to thwart the purpoese of God,
there comes the mighty eclarien eall
from our leader, “Let the gospel mss-
sage ring through our ehurehes, sum-
moning them to universal aetion)’—
“Testimonies,” Vol. VII, p, 14, God’s
leaders today are eoming to recognize
more and mors that the time has come
when the labering fores of a confer-
ence must include more than the or-
dained and licensed ministry, who
stand as the officers of the army. We
must give heed to the program out-
lined by God whieh calls for the
wholchearted cooperation of every
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loyal church member, and this in.
cludes the soldiers in the ranks, It
i& this program, and this only, that
will ultimately sound the ery of vie-
tory in the encampment of God’s peo-
ple against the forees of the prince of
darkness. We are constrained to be-
lieve that if God’s counsel had been
followed more closely, we would have
been in the kingdom ere this.

The servant of the Lord likeng
the church to a well-organized army:
“QOur “Geveral, who hag never lost a
battle, expeets willing and faithful
service from every one who has en-
listed under His banner. In the clos-
ing controversy mow waging between
the forees for good and the hosts of
avil, He expeets all, laymen as well as
ministers, to take part. All who have
enlisted as His soldiers are to render
Taithful service ag minutemen, with s
keen sense of the responsibility resting
vpon them individually,”—Id., Vol
IX, p. 116, This instruetion plainly
ealls for wholehearted servide from
every soldier in the ranks, Every be-
ligver in the third angel’s message oc-
cupies a very important place in the
proclamation of the message. In g
special sense, each sustaing an indi-
vidual relationship to this great un-
finighed task, and it becomes neees-
sary, therefore, to provide a place of
serviee Lor every one who has espoused
the message. This is the program
that will solve the problem of the
finighing of the worlk,

In order to guide us in the develop-
ment of the smallest unit in the or-
ganization of the ¢hurch and the plac-
ing of every individual soldier in the
army aecording te his ability and

5

where talents can be developed to the
greatest efficiency, God has given ug
very definite instruction as to the for-
mation of companies: “Inour churches
let companies be formed for serviee.
Let different oneg unite in labor as
fishers of men. . . . The formation
of small companies as a basis of
Christian effort has been presented to
me by One who cannot err.”—Id., ¥ol,
VII, pp. 21, B2.

In God’s plan of organization today
thig instruction is being followed with
a vemarkable degree of guceess, Asin
the days of ancient Israel, the topical
band constitufes the basic unit of our
missionary organization. In the well-
organized church these groups are
formed according to varions phases of
missionary work,—Bible evangelism,
literature ministry, Welfare Society
endeaver; and in some churches a
group devoting their time to the
home-foreign problem begomes an im-
portant part of the organization. This -
prograin enables the leadership of the
church o place each individual mem-
ber in the group for work he feels most
adapted to do. Tt is most inspiring
to receive the many reports of souls
brought to a knowledge of the truth
throngh the untiring labor of those
who receive their training for service
in one of these fopieal groups.

Wa believe it is imperative that
definite steps he taken this firet Sabh-
bath of the new year to perfect God’s
organization in every ehureh for an
aggressive program of evangelism in
the immediate vieinify of the church,
and that efficient leaders be chosen to
care for these groups. Every member
of the church is requested to make

HOME MISSIONARY WORKERS' COVENANT

Remembering that Jesus said, “¥e also shall bear wilness,” and,

“T will make you fishers of men;” and in view of the statement in
the Spirit of prophecy declaring that “God calls upon every ehurch
memper to enter His serviee,” I hereby covemant to do some mission-
ary work regularly, in accordance with the plans of the chureh, and
am particularly inferested in ths lines of work marked (X).

[ ] (1) Bible Readings and Cottage Meeting Work.

[ ] (2) Welfare, Doreas, Christian Help Work, ¢te

[ ] (83) Literature Distribution.

[ ] {4) HomeForeign Band Work.

ARG e irirc st rra s e smer e e

Street ... City
“To His servants Christ commits “f1is goods,’—sgomething to be put to

uge for Him. He gives ‘to every man his work” HEach has his plage in
the eternal plan of heayen. RKach is t0 work In coeperation with Christ
for the salvation of gouls. Not more surely ig the place prepared for us

in the heavenly mansions than is the §pecial place designated on earth
where we are to work for God”—"“Christ’s Objeci Lessons,” pp, 536, 337

Bupplies of these blanks fFfurnished hy conference Home Missionary
HSecretary.
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kwown hig choice as to the particular
Hae of serviee to which he feels that
God is ealling him, and to pledge his
loyal and faithful respense.

v

A Place and a Work for All

BY W. H. BERGHERM

I'r is said that Sir Mitchell de Costa,
the great musieal direetor, was at one
time conducting a rehearsal in which
four thousand performers tock part.
All manney of instruments were being
Mayed, and all parts of music were
being sung. In one of the grand
choruses, which sounded through the
vast building like a wind from heaven,
the keen-eared conductor suddenly
held wp his baton and commanded the
musicians to cease playing, The rea-
son was that ome small flute was si-
lent, In the midst ef the vast volume
of musie, the trained ear detected a
missing note, and the orchestra could
not go on. And so it is in the church.
The ehurch of Jesns Christ, however
targe or small, is “organized for serv-
ice” TIts organization must be such
as will embrace all its parts in that
gservice. If one member is omitted,
if ome small part iz not funetioning,
He who is the head camnot lead on.
Suecess depends upon the mobilization
ef every man, woman, and child for
Rerviee.

The servant of the Lord has told us,
“It is not numerous inMitutions, large
bnildings, or great display that God
requires, hut the harmonious aectiow of
2 peculiar people, a people chosen by
God and precions. Every man is to
stand in his lot and place, thinking,
speaking, and acting in harmony with
the Spirit of God. Then, and not till
then, will the work be a ecomplete,
symmetrical whole”—“Testimonies,”
Vol. VI, p. 293,

It is a mistake to suppose that with-
ount definite and wise prearrangement
for eomplete enlistment of our mem-
bership the work of God can go for-
ward. We do well to profit by the
siatem of organization which is suc-
eessfully earried on by secular bodies,
ag, for example, the international Red
Cross, which boasts of having more
than seventeen million membery, with
fifty national societics. In North
Ameriea, the Red Cross is divided into
thirty five hundred chapters, so organ-
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ized that dering their annual drives
for funds, they are able to reach prae-
tieally every individual in the land;
and in times of ealamity in any por-
tion of the earth’s territory, they are
able to throw their great resources of
food, and doetors, and nurses into the
stricken areas within a few houwrs
time.

Armies are orgamized with a system
of ofiicering, beginning with generals
and extending down through colonels,
majors, ecaptains, lientepants; until
finally we have the corporal with his
ten or twelve men. In like manmer,
the chureh militant is compared to an
army, fighting greater hattles than
any earthly army. Long ago our
great General passed down to Hig
brigadier general Moses a plan of
organization ealling for captains over
thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tems,
Ex, 18:21. By thig system of organ-
ization every Israelite found himself
either 28 a captain or as a soldier
under gome captain, with definite ap-
pointment for serviee,

Surely if Israet needed a plan that
cmbraced every man among them, this
movement likewise needs even more an
all-embracing plan, and this plan of
organization has heen given to guide
us, No church has fulfilled its ve-
sponsibitity urtil all its members atre
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thus assigned under leadership. Is.
rael’s organization did not inelude
nierely those who were willing to he
organized. It was a definite assign-
ment of every man to his lot and
plage, It is not sufficient that those
who express a desire along certain
lines be grouped together. A more
comprehensive organization embracing
every member is required. The Gen-
eral Conference recommendation on
the class-band form of organization
by which the Sabbath school class be-
eomes the missionary band, and thus
the “chureh at study” is merged inte
“the chureh at work,” should be cave-
fully studied in this eommection. Sue-
cesy will eome if we follow the plam.
(See H. M. Series No. 16, entitled
“Service Companies and Class Bands.”)

Through Spirit of prophecy instrane-
tiem many years ago we were told that
“every ome who ig added to the ranks
by econversion ig to be assigned his
post of duty. KNvery one should be
willing to be or to do anything in this
warfare.”—“Testimonias,” Vol. VII, p.
30, We are in warfare. If careful
organization is required of an army
in times of peace, hew much more in
war? BMay God help every chureh to
study the plan of our General and
perfect ity part of the organization of
the army of Christ,

Query Corner

Questions should be addressed to
Secretary, Home Missionary De-
partment, General Conference,
Takoma Park, D. C. No name
will be published.

Y

Should the church missionary secre-
tary send a report of the missionary
work of the church to the home mis-
stonary secretary of the conference
each month or once a quorter?

The chureh missionary secretary is
to report monthly, This is in harmony
with an aetion of the General Con-
terence Committee at the Fall Coun-
¢il, Battle Creek, Michigan, QOctober
18-26, 1932. Years of experience
prove that the praetice of quarterly
reports from the misgionary secvetary
of the chureh results in deereased
missionary aetivity and less acecuracy
in the reports. Send your report to
Yyour conference office cvery smonth.

Should articles of clothing distrib-
wled by the Doress Seciety be added
to the total of clothing distributed by>
the dnd'vidual members of the echareh

and reported by them on their individ-
wl blanks?

Some perplexity has arisen in a few
places over this problemn, hecause
mombers have reported articles of
clothing given %o the Dorcas Society.
When a member gives clothing to the
Doreas Soeiety it should not be re-
prorted on the individual blank. Such
clothing has not heen distributed until
it is given out by the Doreas Society.
The secretary of the Doreas Society
should give a monthly report of eloth-
ing given away, to be inchnded in the
report of the cliurch nissionary sec-
retary. The church missionary scere-
tary will add this report to the total
ag reported by the church members
and the M. V. Society.

W

“We preaeh our loudest sermons by

our actions”

y

R |
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Missionary Leadership

Working to the Blueprint

No experienced econtractor would
accept a building contraet that was
not based on plans which had been
clearly outlined to the utmest detail
in the biueprint. It is necessary that
the architect trace every detail of the
strueture with perfect accuracy, and
that every item be transferred te the
gets of working plans represented by
the blueprint.

= The Lord’s work in every chureh is

of infinitely greater importance than
the erection of a building, Therefore
careful planning is essential. The
church hoard should give diligent heed
to every detail of the work of
the church, touching not only that
phase dealing with the spirvitual life
of the membership, but aise that
vitally important feature, the soul-
winning work of the church, Effi-
cient leadership in the church wiil
outline a working program covering
the whole year and involving definite
plans foy the special work of cach
month, with a view to attaiming the
full aim of the year’s endeavors.
Suggestions for snch a working pro-
gram are as follows:

January

1. Bet date and time for the regu-
lar monthly meeting of the church
board, bearing in mind that this
meeting should not be later than the
middle of sach month.

2. Plan monthly checkup on missien
funds goal,

3, Appoint members to take some
definite part in the gencral mission-
ary serviee held on the first Sabbath
of the month.

4. Plan for the church alub of The
Signs of the Times.

5. Study the topies for the chureh
missionary serviees of the month, and
make definite assignment to those who
are to agsist.

6. Adopt neeessary measures for
perfeeting the missienary organiza®
tion of the chureh.

7. Give consideration to the “for-
eign periodical” opportunities, and
Man for needed literature,

February

1. Arrange for the First Sabbath
Service on Mareh 7.

2. Plan for an enlarged offering to
the Foreign Translation Fund to be
taken in connection with the serviee
on March 7. :

3. Btudy topics for the chureh mis-
sionary serviees during Mareh, and
make all necessary arrangements for
making these topies most effective in
the missionary work of the church,

4. As the spectal Review and Her-
ald subseription effort begins on
Mareh 28, a eommittes shouid be ap-
peinted to visit every member of the
ehurch who iz not a subseriber.

March

1. Review all lineg of chureh aec-
tivity for the first ten weeks of the
quarter, and take mmediake steps to
strengthen the weak points,

2. Lay carveful plans for the sue-
eess of the serviee on the first Sabbath
in April, dealing with the great fleld
of medical missionary work.

3. Plan to make each of the four
fifteen-minute services inspirational,
and provide advance information in
regard to the Missions Extension
Fund Offering to be received on
May 9,

4, Btady the report of the special
commitice on EReview subseriptions,
and find some way whereby every
member of the chureh may be sup-
piied with this periodical. Every
church member will he desirons of
subseribing for the General Confer-
ence Review Specials, giving full re-
port of the Gemeral Conference ses-
sion.,  Bear in mind that the closing
date of the Review subseription eam-
paign is April 11,

April

1. Plan for Magazine Day which is
scheduled for April 18.

2. Arrange for books and magazines
to be ordered for advance sale by the
members for the Missions BExtension
Offering, May 9.

3. Study ways and means for mak-
ing the misgionary services during
May interesting and effective, assign-
ing definite duties to chureh members.

4. As the month of May is the par-
ticular time for special attention to
literature distribution, this great field
of endeavor should be viewed in its
present-day scope, and plans Iaid
whereby the church can engage in
literature work best adapted to the
needs of the eommunity.

May

1. Lay out a program that will en-
sure a suceegsiul Religious Liberty
Day service on June 6, which involves
a generous offermg to provide funds
for supplying the Liberty magazine to
the lawmakers and government offi-
cials, |

2. Give due aktention to the topies
for church missionary services during
June,

3. Anticipate the needs of the wel-
fare and Dorcas societies in the early
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fali and winter and ask the church
members to*help meet the need by
canning and drying fruit and vege-
tables during the summer months.

4. Beware of the eommon tendeney
to slaeken nissionary endeavor during
the summer months, and wisely take
every precaution to escape the malady
30 often fatal—*“the summer slump.”

June

1. Give advanee eonsideration to the
missionary serviees for July.

2, Study Home Missionary Leaflet,
“Self-Supporting Pioneers,” and adapt
suggestions made for carrying on the
work which needs to be done in the
unentered territory of the church,

3. Encourage the church missionary
seerctary to prepare an especially live
report of the church missionary work
for the first six months of the year, to
be read at the First Sabbath serviee.

4. Ask the chureh treasurer to be
prepared to make a statement regard-
ing the chureh missionary funds to
date, and eall for a gemerous offering
on July 4.

5. In some places it will be neces
sary to begin to lay plans for the
approaching Ingathering eampaign.

July

1. Urge a full attendanee at the
July chureh board meeting, which is
one of the most important during the
year,

2. Plan for First Sabbath service
in Aungust, and the weekly missionary
services.

3. Map out definite steps to be
taken in advance for the organization
of the Ingathering ecampaign, espe-
cially in territory where the campaign
begins in August. )

4, Deeide what literature or traets
are to be used in conneetion with the
Ingathering ecampaign and give in-
struetion for ordering,

August

1. Complete the Ingathering eam-
paign and organization.

2, See that eampaign supplies are
ordered.

3, Distriet the territory for later
assignment to bands and solieitors,
and ayrange for obtaining follow-up
ligts from each solicitor when the
work s started.

4, Instvuet baud leaders as to the
importance of seeuring weekly reports
from all members, sueh reports to
ecombine the amount of Ingathering
funds secured and the items of per-
sonal misgionary work done.

September

1. Beware of a tendency to omit
the current meeting of the church
hoard, on account of the busy cam-
paign aectivities. Oetoher’s duties are
ag important as those lying within
the boundary of any other month, in
faet, even more important.

2, Give special attentiom to |the
theme “Personal Soul Winning” which
is scheduled for the First Sabbath
serviee in October. It is an all:em-
bracing topie.



3, Octoher’s fifteen-minute mission-
;u’y services ghould be well provided
or,

4, Make a safe connsetion between
the eceompletion of the good work of
Ingathering and the promofing of
other lines of equally important work.

5, Make plans for strengthening the
Welfare.and Dorcas Society work dur-
ing Oectober,

October

1. Give study to the suggestive pro-
gram for the missionary service to be
held November 7, and make assign-
ments for special reports on the relief
work which iy being earried on. Many
church members have no idea of the
conditions of peverty and suffering
whick the Welfare and Doreas:work-
erg are struggling with, There needs
to be closer cooperation between the
ehurch members in general and the
relief workers,

2. Arrange for the follow-up plans
to ecare for the names of interested
people turned in during the cam-
paign. It is vitally important that
every name he given personal and
appropriate attention, and the work
should be pushed most earnestly dur-
ing the last two months of the year.

November

1. Plans for the missionary serviees
in December require careful atien-
tion,

8, Give consideration to suggestions
concerning the elegtion of chureh offi-
cers which the conference prasident
or home missionary gseeretary may
present to you for passing on to the
nominating committee when it meets
early in December.

8. Give preliminary study to the mis-
siongry leadership of hands to serve
during the coming year.

December

This meeting should be held on
schedule time and nothing allowed to
hinder a full attendance, as it is the
last meeting of the ehurch board for
the year, and many items of buginess
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will need to be cared for. Now that
the new officers for 1837 are installed,
the misgionary organization can be
fully manned with band leaders, and
definite arrangements made for the
soul-winning program of the church
durimg the new year.

1. Set a goal for souls to be added
to the echureh through the work of
the laity, this goal o he later ap-
proved by vote of the church,

2, Appoint those who are to assigt
in the Firgt Sabbath gervice on Janu-
ary 2, and plan for the five weekly
missionary services of the month,

3. Give attention to strengthening
any weak places which may be appar-
ent in a survey of the past year’s
work, and provide for starting the
work of the nmew year im a strong

aaiy.' Cutline 2 definite missionary
program for the coming year, to be
submitted to the church for appreval
in comnection with the service om
January 2.

Thus we close a suggestive pro-
gram for the missionary work of the
church during the year 1936. Of
course it will be necessary for each
church to plan farther detail work,
after counsel with the officers of the
conference, The home missionary see-
retary will have plang to suggest
which the church hoard can adapt to
its membership and the missionary
opportunities available in the com-
munity month by month, But we vrge
that there be a regular monthly meet-
ing of the ehureh board for the pur-
pose of prometing a eontinuous pro-
gram of soul winning throughout the
year. The blessing of (God will rest
upen such faithful endeavor, and the
result will be a harvest of souls and
a deeper and more joyful experience
in the life of every church member.

4. A, STEVERS.

Departmental Activities

The Bible Training Class

VERY echurch skould be & train-
ing school for Christian work-
ers.” This emphatic statement is
found in the instruetion imparted fo
the remnant chureh through the Spirit
of prophecy, and there is no evading
its application, Fvery. Seventh-doy
Adventist church is to be “a training
gchool for Christian workers.”—“Chyris-
tion Service,” p. 59. .
“God expects Hiz chureh to disei-
pling and fit its members for the work
of enlightening the world,” and the

chureh that fails to meet God’s ex-
pectations will soon boecome barren
and dead. Therefore “there should
be no delay in . . . well-planned effort
to edueate the church members,” so
that every person will be “understand-
ingly efficient.”—Id., p, &8,

The church missionary eurriculom,
as outlined to us in the writmgs of the
Bpirit of prophecy, covers a wide
range of subjects, one of the most
far-reaching in its application being
that of teaching the members how to
study the sacred Guidebook and how
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wisely to impart instruction to others
concerning the eternal prineiples of
God’s word. Very specific is the in-
struction which reads as follows:
*“Hvery church should be a training
sehool for Christian workers, Iis
members should be taught how to give
Bible readings” “Many would be
willing to work if they were taught
how to begin. They need to be in-
structed and encouraged.”—Id., p. 59,
For a number of years special em-
phagis has bheen placed on the Bible
Training Clasg work in our churches,
and very encouraging progress has
been apparent. Hundreds of our
faithful lay members, having conse-
crated their talents to the Lord’s
service, have diligently applied them-
gelves to the course of training pro-
vided in the ehurches for efficiency in
giving Bible studies, and have found
openings on every side for informal,
friendly study of the Seriptures in the
family eirele or with one or more per-
sond, Thousands of souls have been
wott to the truth as a result, 'The plan
is of God, and it is bound to succeed.
Notwithstanding all the instruection
which hasg been given and the good
work which has been doune, there are
still many Seventh-day Adventist
churchey where the Bihle Training
Class iz not in operation; and even
where the classwork ig in operation,
there are scores of church members
whe are not availing themselves- of

.this means of gualifying for the serv-

ice which God expeects them to render
in this time when “every follower of
Jesus has 8 work to do ag a mission-
ary for Christ, in the family, in the
neighborhood, in the town or city
where he lives.”—Testimonies,” Fol,
IT, p. 632. The time has come for the
Bible Training Class work to be made
a prominent and permanent feature of
the program of every church. Every-
thing necessary for the success of this
training work ig now awailable, and
conference home missionary secretaries
stand ready to assist in getting the
work started.

Attention is called to the following
list of textbooks and helps for the
Bible Training Class work:

“How to Give Bible Readings,”—
a eoncise textbook on metheds and
Bible Doctrines, prepared by the
Home Missionary Departmsnt,

“The Great Advent Movement,”—a
revised and up-to-date textbook om
denominational history, prepared by
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the Missionary Volunteer Department.

“Layman’s Bible Training: Class. o

Attendance Record,” Which provides
for relristry, attendance, and grade;
also gives instruetion of a gemeral na-
ture for the help of the class mstrue-
tor.

Two Sets of Examination Ques-
tiong: (@) Ten questions on Bible
Doetrines; (b) Ten questions on De-
ngminational History.

“Layman’s Bible Training Course
Certifieate,” furnished om ecompletion
of the classwork, bearing the seal of
the General Conference Home Mis-
gionary Department, and the signa-
fures of the elags instructor, confer-

A HAFPY BIBLE TRAINING CLASS
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of the servant of the Lord in “Tes-
timonies,” Volume IX, page 118; and
it is & work which is sure to yield an
abundant harvest, as indicated by the
groups of people won to the truth
through the efforts of Bible Training
Class members. We earnestly appeal
te pastors of churches, ehureh mis-
glonary leaders, and the lay members
in each church to give earnest atten-
tion to emlarging and strengfthening
the Bible Training Class work in every
chureh,

From the Far Kagtern Division
comes the echo of the rally call sound-
ing through the churehes: “One Thou-
sand Lay Bihle Workers to Unite

" The pastor of the church (seated in cenier] conducted the clasy, and each
member is the proud pogsessor of the Bibie Training Certificate.,

ence president, and conference and
union home missionary secrefaries.
Thig official certificate stands for real
merit, and iz something of which overy
church member may well be proud.

Special helps, such as the “Prophetie
Symbol” charts, and the Projeetor for
use in giving an illustrated Bible
reading, are also availazhle.

No longer can we delay the perma-
nent organization of the Bible Trajn-
ing Class in every chureh, if we are
to be included in the “hundreds and
thoueands” who were “seen visiting
families, and opening before thew the
word of (od” under the loud cry of
the third angel’s message. A econ-
tinual stream of trained Bible workers
should be going out from cur ehurches.
As fast as one class completes iis
work and the members go forth to do
valiant service in the harvest fleld, a
nsw glass should be formed, composed
of new recruits for the service.

“Tt is a joyous work te open the
Seriptores to others,” is the assurance

With Ministers and Chureh Officers
for the Fimishing of the Work;” and
the response is most encouraging. The
feader of the home migsionary work
in the division writes: “Every union
suporintendent and every loeal mission
director is laying
eareful plans te
start a Bible
Training Class in
every church, and
spontaneously
and almost si-
multaneously the
movement has
started in all
parts of the
division. The
Philippine Union
led out, set-
ting a goal of
500 training class

members,  Thean
followed sue-
cessively, Japan

with 100, Korea

BIBLE TRAINING CLASS FRUITAGR

Persons standing in rear, after completing the Blbie Train.
ing Class work, were Instrumentai in bringlng the group of
eleven peoble Into fhe truth.
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with 320, and Malaya with 100 The
results of this training work are very
apparent in all parts of the field in
the hundreds and thousands of souls
being “won to the truth through eon-
tacts made by lay members of the
ehurch who go forth, {rusting in the
power of God to attend their humble
ministry. Surely, in this great North,
American field, where our ehurech mom-
hers have every advantage of eduea-
tion and faeilities, the slogan should
be, #“Ten Thousand Lay Bible Workers
to Unite With Ministers and Chnreh
Officers for the Tinishing of tho
Wﬁl’k-”
GrwN. Cowr. Home Miss. DEPT.

The Cooperation of Confer-
ence Bible Workers
Needed

WEe are fortumate in seenring a
series of articles and outlines for
Bible Training Class instruetion, fur-
nished by Mrs, & E. Wales, a Bible
worker in the Potomas Conferenee of
the Columbia Union, who for a number
of years has been working in the eity
of Washington, 2. ¢. The first nam-
hor of the series beging in this Janu-
ary issue of the CourcE Orrioersy’
GAYETIE.

For many menrths Mrs. Wales has
experienced a decided burden to enlist
and prepare church members to ren-
der assistance in the great and urgent
field of Bible studies in the homes of
the people, and remarkable suceess has
attended her efforts in organizing Bible
Training Classes in different churehes,
holding the interest of her elasses until
qualifiecation for tho Bible Training
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Class Certifieate is attained, and then
helping the members of the elass to
get started in actual work and to be-
come efficient soul-winming Bible
workers. It 18 earnestly suggested
that ali conference Bible workers seize
the opportunity to obtain dependable
helpers in their ever-emlarging field
of service, by conducting Bible Train-
ing Classes in the eltnirehes, and help-
ing to place the members of classes in
contaet with those who are calling
for Bible studies. In churches where
the conference Bible worker is not
available, the pastor shonld eondunet
the classwork, or arrange with the
conference home missionary seeretary
for the proper elass organization and

qualified ingtruetor. J. Ao 8.
w oW

Starting the Bible Training
Class

BY MRS, G. E. WALES

AVING for some time felt a
H bufden to do something which
would help the members of our
churches to. see their opportumity to
win souts through conducting Bible
studies in homes and with individuals
under varied eiveumstances, and not
only to see the opportunity, but to
be prepared to meet the opportunity
in the proper way, I kept pondering
the situation over im my mind, buxt
could not decide just what would be
the ¥ight way to begin, My time was
fully oceupied in answering the inany
galls for Bible studies from people in
the city of Washington, and there had
always been much inore than I eould
possibly do. It worried me to think
of leaving urgent calls so long um-
answered, and I reeognized that there
werc many people in our ehureh whe
could answer these calls in a satis-
factory manner if 1 eould jost get in
touch with them and show them what
was needed and how to go about the
work. I made the magter a subject
of daily prayer, and was waiting to
be guided in a definite manner, feel-
ing sufe that the blessing of the Liord
would attend the right methods for
connecting the many ecalls for Bible
studies with the available source of
supply to be found among the church
memhers.

One of my readers, who had re-
cently nnited with our ehurch, came
te me one day and told me of a num-
ber of young people among her -friends
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who had become interested in Bible
atudies, and asked me to come and con-
duct the Bible readings with the
group. As I had a Hst of more ap-
pointments than I coutd give aiten-
tion to, I explained that it would be
impossible to aceede to her request,
milch ag I desired to do so, and I sng-
gested that she conduet the Bible
studics herself. Her response was.
“Oh, I never conld do that!” But I
felt impressed to urge the matter, and
I replied, “Yes, you can; and I will
help you. In uniting with the church,
you have signified your desire and de-
termination to e able to make known
to others the wonderful truths in Gog’s
word whieh have heen revealed to you,
and now is the time for you to begin.”
My repeated assurance of help over
diffienlt places brought about a some-
what reluctant consent on the pavt of
thig lady in whose leavt the passion
for souls was brightly burning,

A suggestive list of topics was made
out, to which my friend gave ecave-
ful study. Then, with fear and trem-
bling, "she invited the two young
couples to eome to her home for Bible
gtudies each Thursday evening. They
ecame, and the interest in Bible study
deepened, so that they never missed a
stndy all through the fall and winter
months. I vigited the little class on
several occasions, and was pleased
and gratified to sece the interest and
enthusiasin, and to find that my reader,
who had so recently studied with me,
was making the messages of tiuth so
¢lear and plain to her friends, After
all points of the third angel’s message
had been presented, the pastor of the
chureh accompanied me in my vigit
to the group, and he was given op-
portunity to talk to the members of
the elass and examine them on all
points of doctrine. The questions
were answered satisfactorily, and the
young people were found to be in ac-
eord with all testing truths and ready
for baptism. Not long after, three
of the members of the group were
baptized.

After thig experience, T was still
more deeply impressed with the idea
that more should be done to assist
and train chureh members to engage
iu Bible work, and the following state-
ments from the Spirit of prophecy
left mo room for doubt: “By holding
Bible readings, our lay members eould
do much in their own neighborhoods.
Filled with love of souls, they could
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proclaim the message with such power
that imany would be converted.”—
“Testimonies,” Vol IX, p. 35.

Jugt about this time, Elder . P.
Sorengen, the home missionary seere-
tary of the Potomae Conference, asked
if T would conduct a training class
for Bible workers among the lay mnem-
bers of the Alexandria (Virginia)
chureh, which is in elose proximity to
the eity of Washington. I readily
agreed to do what I conld, and one
Babbath in February, Elder Soren-
sen and I met with the members of
the church aud organized a training
class.  Although the membership of
the ehumrelr is quite swall, sixteen
names were enrolled for the classwork.
We decided to held our class in the
ehurch on Sabbath afterncons, from
three to five o'cloek. We appointed
a secretary, whose duty it was to eall
the roll at each meeting, If any mem-
ber of the class was absent, it was ex-
pected that he or she would make up
the lesson before the next elass period.
We chose as our textbook that very
helptsl manual prepared by the Gen-
eral Conference Home Missionary De-
pariment, entitled, “Ilow to Give By
ble Readings,” and later ineluded the
revised demominational history, pre-
pared by the Missionary Volunteer
Department, entitled “The Great Ad-
vent Movement.”

At our first meeting, each member
was asked to provide limself with a
loose-leaf notebook, and it was sug-
gested that the pages of the mote-
book be of & size to fit into the Bibles
used by the eclass members. At each
class period, fime was allowed for
copying into the notebooks helpful
quotations from the Spivit of praph-
ecy pertaining to the work whieh lay
members ave called to do, and instrue-
tion as to how fo do it. Eaech member
of the clags also copied in his note-
book, instruction in regard to how fo
prepare and to give a Bible study, and
other general information necessary
in order to understand the principles
mvelved in giving a Bible reading.

Special attontion was given to mak-
ing the elasswork very simple, Instead
of spending a long timne In study and
theory, we decided to start at the
very begimiing and get practical ex-
perience in giving Bible readings.
For example, after a period of instrue-
tion as to how to. prepare and give a
Bible reading, the elass would sepa-
rate inte groups of tour or five, oe-
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cupy different corners of the church,
and one member of each group would
give the study to the others. Some-
times the subjeet gtudied in class ome
week would be repeated in the various
groups the next week, some person in
each group being chosen to come pre-
paved to give the study the follow-
ing week. As instructor of the class,
I made it my business fo visit the
different groups and make nofe of
points where help needed te be given
to those conducting the studies, and
these points would be presented and
diseussed in the next class period.
After the members of the class had
gained practical experience in group
teaching, some member would be se-
lected as the one to give a Bihle study
before the enthre ¢lags. I found that
the ¢lass seemed to get the most help
by this personal assignment method.
At first, those asked to give the Bi-
ble studies deelared that they just
eould not do it; but we prayed over
the matter, and as they wero really
in earnest in making a suceess of their
training, very soon every member he-
came willing to do his part. Tt was
truly surprising to note the improve-
ment made in the classwork week by
week, and to see the development of
real talent, whick had been dormant
and unrecognised. .

In beginning our classwark, we de-
cided to follow a ten weeks' course,
but as time went on, and the inter-
est inereased, there was urgent re-
quest to continue the classwork a ht-
tle longer. After comsultation iwith
the loeal elder of the chureh, it was
thonght best to extend the course for
several weeks more, Before we com-
pleted the course, however, several
members of the class were engaged
in giving regular Bihle studies to peo-
ple not of our faith. Beferc the class
members started ont in publie work,
I went over thely notebooks carefully,
to see that proper and accurate ree-
ords had been kept as a guide to
their field work, and it was a happy
gurprise to see how well the studies
on all subjeets considered in elass bad
been prepared. , The elder of the
chuoveh now has a hand of workers
that he can depend on to create and
follow up iuterested ecases in au in-
telligent and efficient mamer, and the
church manifests a live inlerest in
reaching out after those in the com-
munity who have not heard the ines-
sage of present truth.
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Before the Bible Training Clasy had
completed its work in Alexandria, the
call came to eonduct a similar elass in
the Capital-Memorial church in the
city of Washingten, D. C. It has becn
most gratifying to find the same in-
terest and the same encouraging re-
sults attending the several eonsecu-
tive eclasses which have been econ-
ducted in the Washington churches,
as crowned the first fraining elass
effort in Alexandria. Both men and
women have been faithful in the class-
work, and a large number of certifi-
catey have been awarded, But the real
value of the training class is apparent
in the actual work being done by the
lay members. 8plendid talent has
been brought to light, I have no
hegitaney in turning over many of my
readers to thoge who have qualified in
classwork. They are carrying on the
studies in the most satisfactory man-
ner, and souls are being won to the
tenth, I knew of no better way for
the conference Bible worker to inm-
¢rease her usefulness in the cause of
God than to give some of her time
to the charch members, laying before
them the divine eall to this Bible read-
ing work, a broad field of oppor-
tunity., Let her imstruct them in the
modus operandi in preparation, pres-
entation, and approach to the peo-
ple; and let her personally take the
members into the homes of the people,
—firgt, for observation and initiation
into suceessful methods, and second,
for actually doing the work. Among
my readervs there are always some who
ave not too eritical of the manncr of
instruction, or are not of that exclu-
sive enviromment which requires the
fine technique of ecxperience, and these
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are glad to have me bring a friend
with me and after I have given the
first few studies, I tell them that as
I am so crowded with appointments
I have asked my friend to eontinue
the Bible readings with them, I can
keep a large number of lay Bible
workerg fully occupied in filling such
appointments, thus allowing me more
time to care feor difficult cases. At
the same time by keeping in eclosc
touch with the incxperienced workers,
I can help them meet perplexing situa-
tiong, and ecan occasionally accompany
Jthem on their visits, thus maintaining
a friendly interest with the people.

In my opinion, it ig ar advantage
if the Bible Training Class can be
conducted by an experienced Bible
worker, as there are always many
(queries ariging in the mindy of the
students regarding the whys and
wherefores, and the do’s and don’ts
of procedure, which a person bhaving
had experience in meeting the publie
on the field of Bible reading work is
in the best pesition to answer.

At the request of the General Con-
ference Home Missionary Department,
I am glad to furnish the outlines used
in Bible Training Class work, as far
ag my oxXperience goes, in the hape
that gome help may be afforded those
who are seeking to exterd’ this im-
portant phase of Christian training
and service. I do not wisk to appear
as a criterion on Bible Training Class
instruetion, but only wish to tell to
others how the Lord has blessed the
simple measures used, and to wege that
greater consideration be given to dis-
cernment and development of tafent
that ean bé educated for the Master’s
use,

Church Missionary Services

Januavy 4
MigsioNaRY Torlc: Bearing Fruit.

Texr: Jolm 15:16.

SugeesTions: On this first Sabbath
morning of 1936 it is well to ask our-
selves fhe solemn question, What is
our churelk going to do in 1936% Will
this year be a fruitful year or a
fruitless ycar? Solemn, indeed, is it
to be found without fruit. In 1934
our rceovds show that there were 968
churchies in North Ameriea that failed
to gain any wew members during the

Year, This is iruly an alarming re-
port for a people looking for that
blessed hope and the glorious appear-
ing of our Lerd Jegus. Yet when we
consider that during 1933 there were
499 of these same churches that did
not show any gain, and 417 churches
in 1932, we really ave forced to the
conclusion that there are ultogether
too many fruitless churches,

How sad it must make a heaven
whose chief joy is to behold sinners
hrought to repentance, to behold
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" nearly one thousand churches fail for

. Christ!

a whole year to bring any soul to
Yot sad as this may he,

" it would be still sadder for sueh a

gituation to eontinue in any chureh,

© Burely every one of us should join in
" gaying that this must not be true any
- longer,

And it will not he if all of us in-

. dividnally will get ourselves at the

. Japan, India, or Afriea,

task of soul winning. The farthest
point from heaven today is not China,
These are
as near to His throne as the land of
the Stars and Stripes. But the far-

" thest peint from heaven iz the unre-

generated heart and this i the sphere
for our ministry., You and T are
His chosen witnesses unto the utter-
most parts of the earth, None are
excuged from that witnessing, All
are’ to be missionaries in reaching

- those who have wandered far from

God.

Then let us dedicate ourselves with
a deeper passien for souls for 1836.
Let us pray for the lost who are

- in Jerusalem (those almost in the

church), or in Judea (those a bit
farther from the kingdom}, -and

+ finally fer those in the uttermost
! parts (and these may be in our neigh-

, ehurch can be idle or fruitless.

borhood). And as we pray, Ist us
work with hearts softened and tem-
dered and eyes moistened with tears.
Our best efforts may appear te us to
be most feeble and our words with
which we witness, only broken accents
mads by stammering tongues, but if

' wo are accompanied by the power of

the 8pirit and guided by that wisdom
that cometh down from on high in
answer to prayer, hard hearts will

yield before us and souls will be won,

Filled with sueh a passion, no
Tracts
will be distributed, the neighbors will
be gathered iuto our homes for Bible
readings, lay evangelism in all its
forms will be found, and there will

. be fruit.

May God grant that when the

* record of 1836 shall have been written,
" it will tell a happy story of souls won

in every church in North Ameriea,
Fruitless or fruit bearing—which will
it het W. H. BERGHERM,

Fahuary 11
Miggronary Torro: The. Value of
Missionary Reports.
Texr: Hehrews 16¢:24, 25,
Buaansrrons: There is a very close
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relation hetween service and services.
We are to encourage omne ancther to
diligenee in- “good works,” and also
by precept and example to faithfully
maintain the “assembling of ourselves
together”” This admonition is espe-
ciglly to he emphasized among those
who live in the time when it iz pos-
sihle to “see the day approaching.”

It is.always a matter of encourage-
ment to the hrethren and sisters to
recount the blessing of God in mis-
gionary service, Iivery ear is intent
to -cateh each detail of the story of
goul-winning service. Perhaps in the
Ingathering work some member has
found a persen who manifested a deep
interest in religious things, and an
appointment has been made for fur-
ther visits with literature and for Bible
work, How eagerly the congregation
tistens to guch a report. Or, perhaps,
the church missionary seeretary pre-
gents a summary of the missionary
repert of the churech for the past
month, Some cheering items of seul-
winning work have appeared in the
individual reports as they have been
handed in week by week. Sister
Blank hag reported two Bible readings
& week, and the families receiving the
ingtruction are greatly stirred over
the truths presented. The faithful
worker hag asked that the church pray
for these deeply interested people. A
faithful hrother and his good wife ave
regutarly visiting a number of homes
with literature each wegk, and they
are faithful in reporting regularly.
Beveral of the older sisters, sager to
do something for their.needy neigh-
bors, have distributed a number of
articles of clothing, and spent many
hours in earing for sick folk in the
community,  Another member, a
young girl who is an invalid, has writ-
ten a number of missionary letters,
and the chureh is thrilled as one of
the replies is read. And thus, menth
after month, the missionary work goes
en, and month after month the mis-
sionary reports add fuel to the fire of
missionary-zeal,

This is as it should be, Every mem-
ber is to be a faithful missionary
worker, and equally a faithful repor-
ing member, What a vast total alt
these individual reports combined do
make.

The year’s report of missionary
work by members of our churches
throughout the world indicates that
there were 3,013,174 Bible readings
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or cottage meetings held by the lay
members, - - It is especially gratifying
to note that books, periedicals, and
tracts were distrihuted fo the extent
of 18,106,483; and in the line of
ministry to the poor, 1,064,927 arti-
cles of clothing were distrihuted, and
that ‘“nreeded help” in many different
Hnes was dispensed to over three
million persons,

The items mentioned represent just
a few of the missionary activities
which are recoxrded on the report
blanks as they come in with their
totals from individuals, churches, eon-
ferences, unions, and divisions. Our
aim for 1936 is “Every Member a
Working Member” and “Every Mis-
gienary Worker Faithfully Reporting.”
How wenderful is the statement that
“gvery act of love, every word of
kindness, every prayer in behalf of
the suffering and oppressed, is re-
ported befors the eternal throne, and
placed on heaven’s imperishable ree-
exd "—“Testimonies,” Vol. V, p. 133,
Thus we see that in God’s great uni-
versal government both verbal and
written reports arve required. Our re-
perting plan does not go se minutely
into detail as the beavenly record
indieates, but every item is very vital
to ths advancement of God’s work on
earth. Bo we earnestly request that
during the present year there may
be received a regular weekly report
from every member of every chureh,
that God may be glorified and all the
members of the church edified and
encouraged hy the inspiring experi.
ences of the missionary workers and
the mounting total of work aeccom-
plished from month to month,

J. A, Srevens.

January 18
MrssioNary ToPic: Soul-Winning
Experiences,
TexT: Romans 14:7.
SuceEsTroNss Do we fully compre-
hend the solemn import of ocur text
which states that none of us live to
ourselves alone? Whether we choose
or not, we are ag individual links in
the great chain of humanity, and our
daily words and getions have an in-
fluence which is as farreaching as
aternity. Constantly, we are either
gathering with Christ, or scattering
abroad. Soul winning iz not o mantle
te be put on for eertain occasions—
when we make a gpecial visit to dis-
tribute literature, to give a Rible
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study, to relieve suffering or cheer
the sick and diseouraged,—and then
laid aside umtil the mext appointed
day for missionary work, Christians
are ealled to a service which is con-
stant and from whieh there is =no
discharge, This important prineiple
of Christian warfare is beautifully
express.ed in the following manner:
“The man who loves God does not
measure his work by the eight-hour
system. He works at all hours, and
is never off duty. ... Everywhers, at
all times and in all places, he finds
opportunity to work for CGod. He
carries a fragranee with him wher-
gver he goes. A wholesome atuos-
phere surrounds his soul. The beanty
of his well.ordered life and godly
conversation inspires in cthers faith
and hope and comrage. It iz heart
misgionaries that are needed. Spas-
modie efforts will do little good.”—
“Testimonies,” Vol IX, p. 45.

This brief third-Sabbath-of-the-month
service Iz designed as opportunity for
an exchange of experience in Christian
living and definite missionary service,
and as such it becomes an oceasion of
mutual advantage to those who speak
of their contacts and blessings in
witnessing for God. Remember that
“none of us liveth to himself, and no
man dieth to himself” therefore mome
are excluded from the field of soul-
winping experience. Iet us praise
God hy teling of the ways in which
Ho has brought us in touch with needy
gouls and of the blessings imparted
to ug as we have responded to the
jmpulses of the Holy Spirit.

Jamuary 25

Toric: Gospel Invitations.

Text: Numbers 10:29.

SuseEsTioNs: It is a trait of human
nature to appreciate being invited to
share with friendg in that which tends
to pleasure and personal advantage,
and what gatisfaction it is to be able
to extend the invitation to those whom
we desirve to benefit. The same prinel-
ple applies with equal force in the
realm of spiritnal things, How many
times the Bible gives expression to
the most appealing invitations to the
ginner: *“Taste and see that the Lord
is good;” “Come unto Me, all ye that
labor and are hegvy laden, and T will
give you test;” “The Spirit and the
bride say, Come. Amnd let him that
hearoth say, Come, And Iet him
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that is athirst come. And whosoever
will, let him take the water of life

freely.” Those who aceept thege lovs-

ing imvitations enter into a new lifd,
they travel a new road, they are
citizems of the heavenly country; and
it is one of their happy privileges to
invite others to “come” and go along
with them to the Father's kingdom.
With the same confidence that filled
the heart of Moses, we are privileged
to say to our friemds, neighbors, and
fellow men .everywhere: “We are
jowrneying unto the place of which the
Lord said, I will give it to you: come
thou with us, and we will do thee
good.”

One of the items on the regular
missionary report blanks to be used
by both adults and young people, is
thig: “Number of persoms taken to
Sabbath school or other services.”
Thus the gospel invitation becomes a
definite part of our Christian service
in the matter of inviiing people to
accompany us to- the house of God.
And what a simple and delightful
duty this isl There are children on
the streets to he gathered in to the
Sabbath school, thers are young men
and women who would find 2 mew
joy and happinegs in the environment
of Christian young people while at-
tending the Missionary Volunteer
meeting, There are thousands of men
and women who mnever enter the
charches and whe will not do go unless
they are personally invited and made
weleome., This vast field of mission-
ary opportunity les al our very doors
and will yield rich returns for the
offorts put forth, Every church
member will doubtless be able to
double the nmumber of invitations ex-
tended to persons within eagy-reach.

Such invitations involve more than a
mere formal statement. It may be nee-
essary to call by definite appointment,
and conduet timid persons to the honse
of God. On their arrival at church,
seo that they receive a cordial wel-
come and are made to feel ths warmth
of Christian fellowship.  Children
should he called for. In many ecases,
help will be needed to get them dressed
and ready for going to Habbath
school on bugy Saturday mornings.
There are aged people aud invalids
who would be made very happy by
being taken in the antomobile to the
church serviceg onee a week., In case
it -ig not necessary to expend personal
energy in getting people te the chureh,
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it .is always esgential to be om the
watch for the appearance of any who
haye been invited- and have come on
their own volition, exchanging greet-
ings and introducing them to the
pastor and Babbath school superin-
tondent or teacher.

During the peried of twelve months,
it was reported that the number of
persons who were in attendance at
our church services as the result of
personal invitation and interest, was
113,672, - Thig means that an aundience
of over two thousand people was as-
sembled eath week of the year, in
attendance at our church services as
the result of gospel invifations, This
is gurely a very gratifying item in
our year’s missionary report, but the
number might well be greatly in-
creaged. Let all give special atterition
to this important feature of our
personal migsionary work during the
year 1936. ‘Wonderful results will
follow.

A woman with many misgivings as
to her fithess for persomal work
undertook, at the request of her
pastor, to vigit a woman in the
neighborhood and invite her to attend
¢hurch services. A knock at the door
failed to get any response. The
house was closed wp, A neighbor
working in her flower garden mnext
door stepped to the fenee and volum-
teered the information that Mrs. D
had gone away for the day. The
vigitor thanked her, and incidentlly
mentioned that she had called to in-
vite the lady to attend services heing
held in the church near by, This
naturally led to the imvitation being
extended to the neighbor with whom
she was talking, whereupon the neigh-
bor informed her visitor that she had
five children and that neither they nor
other members of the family had
any chureh connections, . The invi-
tation was pressed in s sincere and
cordial manner, and soon the children
were attending Sabbath school, and
a little later the mother, father, and
two of the husband’s sisters who live
in the home, atftended the church
services. It was not long until several
members of the family were united
with the chureh, Thiz {3 only ome
evidence of the efficacy of the “gospel
invitation” method, Hundreds of
people ars today journeying with the
remnant church beecause of being in-
vited to attend services in the houge
of God.
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News From Soul Winners

The Evangelist of the Highway

T wisu to relate a story which ap-
plies to two men. One of them is
living today, and is well known to
some of us, The other hved many
years ago and should he well known
to all of us. The onc who is lving
_today ealls himself the “Evangelist of
the Highway! He travels back and
forth on the highway between two
cities on the Pacific Coast. He has
ne money for transportation and does
not own an automobile, but trusts the
Lord to furnish both, The first time
he ealled at my bome he arrived in a
beautiful ear drviven by the chauffeur
of wealthy people. I might have ex-
pected some very distinguished eallers
by the conveyanee that drove up in
front of my house, but when I opened
the door in answer to the ring of the
bell, there stood an old man (over 80,
as he told me afterward). He ear-
ried a well-worn leather bag, and in-
troduced himself as the “Evangelist
of the Highway.”

T had never heard of any one hear-
ing that title riding in a Packard car
driven by a chanffeur, and I suppose
I appeared rather doubtful. But when
he opened his grip I saw packages of
Present Truth, Signe of the Tumes,
afd other familiar books and tracts,—
no other credentials were necessary.
1 kuew he must be a pilgrim on the
King’s highway, and I invited him tfo
come in.

Turning to the ehauffeur he thanked
him most kindly and sent him on his
way with the blessing of the Lord.
He knew full well that when Iié nceded
further transportation there would he
another car sent by the Lord and an-
other chanffeur at his command. Then
he told me his story, and said he was
gathering up literature to use in his
travels. I gave him a goodly supply
of papers and traets and soon he went
on his way rejoicing.

A small room in “Rest Home” at
Azusa, Califernia, is the place this
brother ealls home, but the most of
bis time is spent on the highway. e
gtarts out on foot earrying hiz bag of
literatuve, and asks the Lord to bring

him I eontact with some persen

who needs help. e never solieits a
ride, but walks along until some one
offers to take him in. He seldom has
to walk far before some one drives
along, stops, and invites him to ride.
As soon as he is comfortably seated,
he tactfully divects the eonversation
into spiritual channels, the signs of
the seon-coming Bavicur, Hig love for
ns, and ovr duty to Him if we expect
to meet Him in peace. Sometimes
there is only one person in the car,
bunt usaally there are two or more.
Then he hands out literature om the
subjeet in which they are most inter-
‘ested. He alse gives them a postal
card addressed te the local Bible
House requesting more literature, so
ail they have to do is sign their name
and mail it, He rides in the car as
long as his listeners appear interested,
and at the proper time he gots out of
the ear and leaves the people to go on
their way while he trudges along the
highway until another ear stops and
he ig invited to ride again, and so on
In this way he comes in contaet with
the occupants of about twenty-five
cars each week, The secretary of the
Bible House states that many of
the postal eards requesting literature
which this brother passes out, are re-
coived at the offiee.

B¢ this brother preaches the mes-
sage of these last days to all classes
of people, young and old, rich and
poor, professional people and laborers,
actors, ministers of many denomira-
tions, toeal eitizens and tourists from
other States and abroad. He plans
his time so that when night overtakes
him he can reach the home of some
good Beveuth-day Adventist brother
who will give him shelter, This
brother has engaged in this kind of
missionary work for aboui five years,
daring whiel: time he has conversed
with more than 6,000 people and dis-
tributed over 40,000 papers and traets.

The brief history of this brother’s
life iz ag follows: He is a earpenter
by trade, but some years ago he laid
aside his tools, recognizing the call of
God to engage in self-supporting cvau-
gelistic work, Since then he has gone
about preaching, and teaching the peo-
ple. His andiences ave small, usually
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consisting of one or two, but some-
times of three or four persoms. His
clothes are plain but neat, his bearing
is dignified but modest, his deportment
above reproach. He has confidence in
the message he gives, knowing that it
is not he, but God who does the work.
He bas none of this world’s geods, and
when the shadows of night overtake
him, he hath not where to lay his head,
except as some good brother or sister
gives him. shelter.

This is the stery of Brother J. R.
Reed, the “Evangelist of the High-
way.” Do Ineed to mention the name
of the other man who has set the ex-
ample,—the One who lived on earth
many years ago and ‘avent about do-
ing good”? 'This same Jesus dwells
in the hearts of His children today,
and fmpels them to go forth as wit-
nesses for Him,

If the story of your life and mine
were written, would it portray the life
of the Master who lived among men
1900 years ago?

- «Tell me the story of Jesns.—

Telk it in verse or in rhyme?
Ah! no, but pray tell it
In the gtory of your iife and mine”

Canr.a D, Corsox,

A Year’s Report by the Evan.
gelist of the Highway

No. Visits in Carg and Homes .. 1,269
Bible Readings Given ...... .. T
Smali Books Given Away ..... 1,300
Papers and Tracts Distributed | 10,00{)

In addition to thig, hundreds of
printed eards have been hauded out,
whieh have resulted in unnumbered
calls for literature, the result of which
will never be known in this world,
The printed card is addressed to the
Home Bible Study League, with street
and number of the Book and Bible
House of the Southern California Con-
ference. The printing on the reverse
side of the card is as follows:

Date, oo v v nnnn

Iome Bible Studr League,
3131 T'usadena Ave.,
Los Angeleg, Calif

Drar I'R1ENDS : Your veplesentative
recently piaced in my hands some lrera-
ture dealing with present-day conditions,
I would be glad to receive more reading
matter touching on the toples echeckea
below : {1} Why so much talk of peace.
and yet mnch preparation for war? ' (2)
Will Jesug really come back to earth
in pergson? {3) Did a good God make
a bad world? (4) YWhat and where is
heaven? {5) W lmt is  Spiritualisin ?
Where are the dead?

Appreciating your courtesies, I remain,

Sincerely yours,
Name apd Address

A rubber s(amp is used to place on
one ecorner of the card—‘Presented
by J. R. Reed, Celportear, Azusa,
California.”
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Missionary Volunteer Department

Officers” Notes

A Survey of the Year’s M. V.
Programs

OE topies chosen for the pre-

grams of the Migsionary Volun-

teer Socicty for the year 1936

should have an unusual appeal
to young people during these stirring
days. The commiitee which has ar-
ranged the topies for the year has
been guided, as in former yeaxs, by
the thought that the year's programs
should deal with the various problems
and fields of experience which are
common to all young people So,
threaded through the months of the
year will be found programs whick
liave for their purpoge a study of the
spiritnal, edueational, eultural, socizl,
and recreational activities of young
people. The purpose is to give 2
well-balaneed variety whieh will pro:
mote symmetrical growth, It v said
of Jesus that He “grew, and waxed
strong in spivit, filled with wisdom;
and the grace of God was upen Him,”
and that He “increased in wisdom and
stature, and n favor with God and
man,”  The Missionary Volunteer
Society 38 mnot organized for pur-
poses of entertainment, thongh it is
hoped the programs will be interesting,
but rather to stimulate growth and
development of rugged Christian
charaeter.

Special attention has been given
to the organization and work of the
Missionary Volunteer Soeiety, It is
hoped that stromg cmphasis will be
placed throughout the year upon the
work of evangelism by youth.

Angther feature of this year’s pro-
grams is @ serics of studies on
propheey. The rapidity with which
propheey is being fulfilled before owr
very eyes must thrill the thoughtfal
young person; and it is lhoped that
these studies on propheey will serve
to enlarge the vision, deepen the faith,
and move all Adventist youth with
the purpose to give “the advent mes-
sage fo all the world in this gener-
ation”

Tt is not expeeted that the program
material shall e followed slavishly
by the exeeutive committce as they
plan the soclety programs. Tf better
material than that which has been
prepared in the programs is available,
use it. We do suggest, most earnestly,
that the general themes of the pro-
grams be foHlowed throughout the
year, . A, W. P,

(AZETTE subseription goal—at least 2
(preferably 3) copies for cach society.

The Executive Committee and
the M. V., Society Leader

THE Executive Committee of the
Missionary Volunteer Soeciety is com-
posed of the officers of the society,
the band leaders, the superintendent
of the Junior Society, the leader of
the Church Migsionary Society, and
the elder or somne other church officer
appointed by the church board.

The Missionary Volunteer Society
leader is chairman of the Executive
Cownmittee, and he should ¢all the meet-
ings regularly. Tt is best te hold a
short meeting each week, The purpose
of these meetings is to plan for the
band activities and the soeciety wmeet-
ings, to diseuss ways of making these
interesting and soul winning, to pray
for the young people and for those
whese lives wil be influenced by the
Missionary Volunteer Soeiety. The
Executive Committee meetings should
be conducted in a businesslike manner,
Lay the lest plans you can devise,
encourage the young people to go-
operate, lead out in a confident
manner, and pray for and expeet
great things from God.

There are many qualifications
essential to good leadership, but the
greatest of all is sincere Christianity,
No amount of earnestness, however,
can take the place of diligent effort.
Tt is real work to lead young people.
But the one elected as leader of the
society may enter upon this high
calling with the assurance that God
uses the talents we have if we devote
them wholeheartedly to Him. “The
Tord ean work most cffeetually
through those who are most sensihle
of their own insufficiency and who
will rely upon Him as their leader
and source of strength, He will
make them strong by uniting their
weaknoss to His might, and wise by
comnecting their ignoranece with Hig
wisddm.”—“Patriarchs and FProphets,”
p. &53.

A concise setting forth of the
duties of the M. V. Society leader is
given in M, V. Leaflet 4, “Duties of
Officers in the Senior Young People’s
Sooiety of Missionary Volunteers.”
Order throngh your Beok snd Bible
House. E, E. W,

The Secretary-Treasurer’s
Duties

ONE of the greatest assets a Mission-
ary Volhimteer Society can have is a
faithfnl and accurate secretary-treas-
nrer. The society leader finds him an
invaluable assigtant, the members gain
inspiration from hig reports in the
mectings, and the confercnee Mission-

ary Volunteer secretary looks forward
with pleasure to the prompt and
aceurate reports that thiz soeiety
seeretary-treasurer sends to the com-
ference office,

In some societies it may scem wise
to divide the work of the seeretary-
treasurer; but if {lis ig done, there
must he the closest teamwork by
these two individuals.

The first duty of the newly elected
secretary-treasurer shonid be to famil-
iarize himself with his daties in this
responsible office. 8ee M., V, Leaf-
let 4, “Duties of Officers,” which can
be obtained from your Book and Rible
House. E. E, H.

The Bible Year and Morning
Watch

THRoUGHOUT the history of the
world, many and varied epochal
ghanges have oceurred—disturbances
in the political, social, economic, and
religiong  realms, These  epochal
changes brought no lttle perplexity
to the generations called upon fo face
them from time to time,

But never was there a time compara-
ble to the one facing this generation.
Our young peeple today find them-
selves 'in a very vortex of confu-
sion. The antomobile, the radio, the
moving pictures and their accompany-
mg Interests present a tangled skein
of good and evil that perplexes even
adults, with all their experience and
maturity.

What about business rconditions?
Here, too, Seventh-day Adventist
young people find it hard to maintaiu
their religious prineiples, and yet find
work with concerng which are con-
trolled by the ever-present corpora-
tions,

Then there are influences which lead
young ypeople to minimize religious
convictions, especially if these stand
in the way of business opportunity.

“Wars and rumors of wars” also
are perplexing to oux youth, What
shal! be their attitude?

Truly “men and women of experi-
ence should understand that this is
a time of especial Qaunger for the
youurg, Temptations surround them
on every hand. . ., . The enewmy of
souls iy filled with intense hatred
against every endeavoy to influence the.
youth in the right direction.”—*Testi-
monies,” Vol IV, p. 421,

Is it not our duty at this time to
make known to our young people
everywhere the solution to this whole
question? Is it not our God-given
respengibility as leaders to provide
our perplexed youth with a tangible
program for their lives—a program

The Week of Sacrifice offering will be received November 30.

1
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that will bring them safely through
earth’s varying experienees, and place
them at last in the kingdom of God
with all the redeemed?

The solution$ The program$ Here
they are—the Bible Year and the
Morning Watch, How many young
people in your soclety will religiously
obgerve these essentials during 19367
That, of eourse, will depend largely
upon your efforts along this line,

What are you ¢ do? (1) Supply
every young person with a Morning
Watch calendar for 1936, (2) Supply
every young person with a Bible Year
lseaﬂet, either Benior or Jumior, (iﬁ

upply every young person with
V.pLeaﬂet 18, “Bible Study.” (4)
Enlist every one to observe these reli-
glougly throughout the year. {(5) From
timg to time make a survey of their
progress, Urge and encourage at
every opportunity. (6) Observe the
Bihle Year and the Morning Wateh
yourself, You too need the blessing,
and you will be in a better position
te encourage your youth.

D. A, Oc¢ms.

Organized for Service

Arr, Misgionary Volunfeers have
heen ealled to service in seul-winning
endeavor. When a Jyoung person
signs the society pledge, he promises
to take an active part in helping to
finigh the work of carrying the gospel
to all the world. It is proper, and im-
portant, therefore, that every member
be assigned to some post of duty, some
line of Christian service which will
make it possible for him fo carry out
hig pledge. Such assignments may
eagily be made when the band form
of organization is followed. The fol-
lowing three bands are fostered in
the average sociely:

1. The Prayer and Personal Work-
ers’ Band.—The Society officers should
form the nueleus around which the
membership of this band is huilt up.
Though all the members of the so-
elety may belong fo other bands, they
should voluntarily hecome members of
this hand, for the key to suecess in
any line of missionary work lies I
keoping close to the Source of strength
and power. If this band is a large
one, assistant leaders should bhe ap-
pointed who will take charge of the
small groups which may he arranged
during prayer ssasons, Emcourage the
members to pray and work for definite
results,

2. The Christtan Help and Gospel
Meeting Bend., — Nothing brings
greater -satisfaction into the life than
fo know that one is doing something
every day to bring joy and happiness
into the lives of others, and espectally
to be able to help win a soul for the
Master. This band- will foster the
efforts made by the society to help the
poor, to eare for the aged, to make
misgionary visits, to visit the sick and
shut-ing, Some of these activities may
be agsigned to certain members of the
band who will constitufe a Sunshine
Band, One of the most important
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features of this band, however, is that
of condueting cottage meetings or
holding Bible readings. The Study
and Service League atudies are de-
signed fo help the members to become
qualified for this type of service.

3. The Literature and Correspond-
ence Bomd—This band is one in
which even those with least experi-
enee may guccessfully engage. Noth.
ing iz more freitful than the syste-
matie circulation of our truth-filled
literature. Arrange with the church
board for definite territory. Emcour-
age every member of this band to
cover faithfully his asgigned portiom
weekly when the band goes out. The
literature may be paid for from the
soeiety offerings. Continge this sys-
tematic distribution suffieiently long
to develop an interest which may be
followed up by the Gospel Meeting
Band,

In ease your young people are in a
sparsely settled community, we sug-
gest that you secure from your eon-
ference office a lisl of names of people
to whom Iiterature may be sent from
week fo woeek by members of the band.
After three or four numbers have been
gent, write a brief letter to each one
to whom the paper in going, to as.
eertain whether the paper is reaching
its proper destination and if the peo-
ple desire to have it continued. Write
again affer geveral weeks have passed,
and enclose with the letter a series
of ymestions which will draw out a
response from those to whom the pa-
per 18 going, When a real inferest
is developed, submif the names of the
interested people to the conference
president, so that he may have one of
the ministers call on them.

Let us all unite in an earnest,
prayerful effort to make 1936 the most
fruitful year in soul-winning endeavor
in the history of fhe Missionary Vol-
unteer organization.

. LesTEr Bowb.

(Use in connecilon with program for
January 18, $See pages 21, 28.)

Cleaning Up the Dump

“] wisH that somebody would clean
up this mess, It's a disgrace—and
right here at the back door of one of
the prettiest parts of fown.” My,
Grover was driving down Hillsbore on
his way home.

“Tf 13 a mess,” said Mrs. Grover.
“Whose business is i# to clean it up¥”

“The ity commission’s, I suppose”

“Why don't they do 1%~

“Why don’t they do lots of things??
Mr, Grover replied,

That evening ad Mr. Grover sat lis-
tening to the radio, his danghter came
to him. “Dad, please turn off the
radie. T've something awfully impor-
tant to talk about.”

“All sef,” replied her father, turn-
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ing off the radio and leaning back in
his chair,

“Wasn’t that a wonderful sermon
Dr. Jennings gave us yesterday”

“Bure. He always gives uy fine
germons,”

“The girls of our Sabbath school
class are going to aet on his sugges-
tion. We are going to be home mis-
slonaries. We're going to clean up
the ‘dump’ both inside and out.”

“What ars you falking about, Grace?
You girls can’t do that. I don’t want
my daughter associating with those
foreigners, do you, mother$”

“L don’t see how those people ean
hurt the girls, and they certainly need
help. You have said often that that
mess ought to be cleaned up.”

“Oh, mother is for us. Besides,
Miss Raymond, our teacher, iz golng
to direet us. We want our fathers to
supply the money for expenses, We
are asking only five dellars from cach
of you every month,”

“ANl right. I can stand that, I
prediet that the enterprize won’t last
long, anyway.”

“Thanks a lot, dad,” replied Grace,
ignoring the last remark. “We'll
make a home missionary out of you
yet.”

The girls worked faithfully. The
summer passed rapidly. A two-room
shack was rented and a daily vacation
school opened. A Bunday school was
organized. The women were gathersd
together twice a week and tanght
English, A club was orgawnized for
the boys and girls, Miss Raymond
and the girls were enthusiastic. They
grew to love these foreigners.

“L wouldn’t recognize this place if
I hadw’t witnessed its reform from
day to day with my own eyes;? gaid
Mr. Grover one affernoon in Septem.
ber, as he and his wife were driving
home through Hillshore Street. Y sup-
Dose the girle will be giving the work
up when school opens, My, but those
flowers and vines do cover a multitude
of unsightliness, and the yards are ag
clean as they can hal”

“The children are clean, too, and
the mothers are happy. And haven’t
you noticed what it has done for the
girls? They simply radiate Christian
love and grace. No, they are not giv-
ing up this work. They ecan’t give as
mueh fime when school opens, but
they are too much devoted to these
people to give them up.”—Ina Shaw.

Read the Oilicers’ Notes in the GAZETTE for November and December, 1035,
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Senior M. V. Meetings

Hoisting the Banner
(Program for January £)
BY C. LESTER BOND
Opuning Song: “Help Mo Find My

Place,” No. 194 in “Gospel in
Song,”
SoripTURE READING: Matthew 20:1-16,
PRAYER,

SECRETARY'S REPORT AND OFFERING.

Spegran Music: “The Master’s Call,”
No. 133 n “Jobilate”

TALE: “A Call to the Colors.”

TaLx: “How Others Carry On.”

EXROLLMENT oF MEMBERS,

CrosiNg Sowe: “More Diligence,” No.
604 in *“Christ in Song.”

Notes to Leaders

Tollowing the two talks, present the
urgent need for every young person
in the ehurch to join the Missionary
Volunteer Society, either as a ‘“‘regu-
lay” Senior member or ag an .Asgo-
ciate member. Emphatically state
that the society needs the help and
sapport of each one. At the close of
your remarks, distribute the Applica.
tiom for Membership cards, have them
filled ont, and colleet them before the
elosing song is announced. This shonld
take not more than seven minutes, and
it will agsore befter results thar to
permit the cards to be carried home,
After the application cards are re-
vigwed and approved in the executive
committee meeting, the names and in-
formation on the cards should be
recorded by the soeiety secretary. He
shonld then forward the cards to the
conference Missionary Volunteer sec-
retary, who will in furn issue the
membeyship cards. When the certifi-
eates of membership are received by
the society secretary, they should be
signed by him and presented to the
members.

‘Write to your conference Mission-
ary Volunteer secretary specifying the
number of Application for Member-
ship cards which you ean use, if he has
nof already supplied you with them.

A Call to the Colors

THE prophecies of God’s word rela-
tive to the signs of the times and the
work of the gospel are rapidiy ful-
filling, Hspecially is this true of the
propheciés pertaining o the remnant
church, Seventh-day Adventiste are a
people of prophecy; and every day
brings new e¢vidences that the church
is fulfifling divine predietions.

The youth of the church are defi-
nitely referred to in prophecy, and
their part in the elosing work of God
in thiz earth is clearly pointed out.

“Your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, . . . your young men shall
gee visions,” said the prophet Joel.

A prophet is & person who delivers
divine messages. The Universal Eng-
lish Dictionary defines a prophet thus:
“A pergon inspired and directed by
God to announce His will to men.”
According to our text, God has placed
this responsibility npon the youth of
the chureh foday. The hour has
struck when the young people must
gtep into the ranks of God’s great
army of messengers and help to finish
guickly His work.,

The psalmist once said, speaking to
God: “Thon hast given a banner to
them that fear Thee, that it may be
displayed because of the truth.” Pu.
60:4. To heist that banner iz the
challenge that God places hefore every
young man and woman who has re-
sponded to the constraining love of
the Lord Jesus.

“In view of their high ecalling, the
youth among us should net seek for
amusement, or live for selfish gratifi-
cation. The salvation of souls is to
be the motive that ingpires them to
action, In thelr Cod.given strength
they are to rise above every enslav-
ing, debasing habit. They are fo
ponder well the paths of their feet,
remembering that where they lead the
way, others will follow.”—“Counsels
to Teachers,” p. 535.

“We can but look anxziously upon
the youth of today as those who must
take these burdens, and upon whom
responsibilities must fall. They must
take the work where others leave if,
and their ecourse will determine
whether morality, religion, and vital
godliness shall prevail, or whether im-
morality and infidelity shall eerrupt
and blight all that is valuable. It is
the way the standard is earried now,
that will determine the future—
“Testimonies,” Vol. ¥V, p. 128.

The youth must cateh their vision
from the great Master Teacher. Dur-
ing Higz ministry Christ was contin-
nally beset with temptations and al-
lurements that were intended by the
enemy to hinder His earrying out the
one thing that He came to accom-
plish. Bat His consecration fo a good

. seek the wealth of the world,

'
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cause was deep, and His trust in an
all-powerful Father was so strong that
none of these things could move Him.
What a worthy example for the young
man and young woman of today.
True, we are living in a time when
attractions of every description are
multiplied. But are not the appeals
of worldly pleasnre, wealth, and fame,
challenges to every young Christian
for greater faithfulness and more
Perseverance in carrying ont His heav-
enly commiggion? Thig is not a time

for loitering; it is not a time for

pleasure seeking; it is mot a time to
No;
this is the last hour, and $hs passion
that burned in the life of the Saviour
should be the impelling foree in all
our hearts,

The church is counting on the great
army of morve than one hundred eight
thousand Missionary Volunteers, and
it appeals to the members to rally as
never before in a great effort to earry
out the aim of the organization to give
“the advent massage to all the world
in this generation.”

Although God has pointed ont the
part the yonth will have in the finish-

- ing of Hig work, the decision of each

one determines whether or not he will
have a part in the fulfiliment of that
prophecy. Youoth time is decigion time,
and the decisions made in yonth de-
termine the life destiny, In his book
“Bmtering on Life” Cunningham
Geikie has said, “It is only by an
effort that conscience can be drowned
while we are young men; when we
are older, it takes an effort to aronss
it. God wrestles with us in the dawn-
ing of the day.

“Tt is irresistible proof of all this
that the great mijority of religious
persons bgeome so, early in life. To
let that season pass without deciding
for God is to lose the time specially
fitted by Him for doing so, for though
He will take us at any age, He seeks
ns in our prime, that our whole life
may be blessed in His service. He
likes the opening flower rather than
the one that is biown and fading, The
sacrifices were all taken from the
young of the floek or herd. . ..

“Early vigor and warmth, conse-
erated to God, work miracles, Older
men have their honored work, and are
no less needed than the younger, but
the living foree that conguers the
world for God 18 the fresh enthusiasm
of opening life. Years may counsel,

Request of your ¢onference M, V. secretary the Application for Membership cards needed for January 4.

¢
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and stimulate, and provide the mcans,
Lut the hard work must fall mainly
on young strength and zeal. Once
won to God, thers is no hesitation or
half-hearted service. Youth feels it-
self only a steward, and gives itself
up with unshrinking devotion.”

Many of the youth of the advent
movement are making such deeisions
for God, and consequently their de-
votion and zeal are seen in acty of
love and helpfulness wherever they
are. Some are careless and are frit-
tering away their time from day to
day only to awakeu later te a realiza-
tion of the faet that their Yives have
been wasted, The thought is well
stated in Clarence K. Flymn’s poem
“Two Youths.”

“One gaid ; ‘Youth comes but once to me;

S0 I shall play, and laugh, and sing.

I own no chains. I will be free.

None ghgall deny me anything.’

e had his fiing; then worn and gray,

With weary soul and eyelids wet,

He tried to wash the tears away,
And stem the tide of valn regret.

“One said: ‘My youth comes not again,

I must not spoil it as it goes.

I must not live a day iu vain,

Nor stain 8 page, nor mar a rose’
The future found him glad and strong,
Unbound by weariness and fears,

Treading his journey with a song,

Heir to the gladness of the years.”

Which of these youth aro you? May
God help each one to find fellowship
with Him, and through that fellow-
ship catch such a vision of the needs
of His cause and the needs of lost
men and womeun that he will be im-
pelled to do aggressive ministry in
evangelism and personal soul-winning
endeavor wherever he may be.

“By aggressive warfare, in the
midst of opposition, peril, logs, and
human sufferiag, the work of soul-
saving ig to be carried forward. At
a certain battle, when one of the
regimenis of the attacking force was
being beaton back by the hordes of
the enemy, the emgign iu front stoed
hig ground as the troops retreated.
The captain shoutad to him to bring
back the colors, but the reply of the
engign was, ‘Bring the men up to the
colors!’ Thiz is the work that de-
volves upon every faithful standard-
bearer,—to bring the men up fo the
colors. The Lord ealls for wheleheart-
edness. We all know that the sin of
many professing Christiang is that
they lack the courage and energy to
bring themselves and those conneeted
with them up to the standard.”—“Tes-
timonics,” Vol. IX, pp. 45, 46,

As David thenght of his respousi-
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salvation, and in the name of our God
we will set up our banners.,” Pa. 2015,
That was his pledge. Our society
pledge embodies the same worthy
ideals. Let every one who will take
it as his individual pledge stand and
join in repeating the pltedge in unison:

“Loving the Lord Jesus, I promise
to take an active part in the work of
the young people’s Missionary Vol-
unteer Society, doing what I ean to
help others and to finisk the work of
the gospel in all the world.”

How Others Carry On

Two young men aftending one of
our junior colleges laid plans early
in the schoel year for Sunday night
meetings in two districts a few miles
from the school, They had no meaus
of conveyance to their appointments;
and when it was impossible for them
to enlist the cooperation of some one
with a car or other way of transpor-
tation, they walked four and ome-half
miles to meet one appointment and
eleven miles te mect the other. The
meetings were continued throughout
the school year wifh a growing in-
terest; and before the close of school
in the spring, the Bible teacher was
invited to baptize their candidates.
He baptized twenty-four in one place
and thirty-one in the other, and a
ehureh was organized in each locality.
‘What canmot young people aceomplish
for God when they ave fully conse-
crated fo Him?

In one of our conferemces a young
man only seventcen years of age went
to his conferemce president with the
request that he be granted a tent
in which to held meetings in a place
where meetings had not formerly
been held and where therc were o
Seventh-day Adventists. At first the
presideut was a bit skeptieal; but
because of the young man’s hnpor-
tunity aud determination, the presi-
dent finally presented the matter to his
eonference committee, and they
granted the young man’s request. He
enlisted the cooperation of another
youg man twe yecars older thau he.
They erected their tent; but when it
wag pitched, they found that hecaunse
of iildew the tent was filled with
holes and would scarcely shed the
sun’s rays, much less rain drops. They
were not discouraged, however, but
set the temt In order and annouuecd
their meetings. The younger boy did

bility he said, “We will rejoice in thy the speaking and the other young

Purchase to present to your members M. ¥, Leafléi-18-"
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man took charge of the mugic, To-
gether they vigited in the homes of
the people. At the end of their effort;
which eoutinued for seven weeks, the
president of the conference was in-
vited in to examine the candidates,
sud he had the privilege and joy of
baptizing twenty-six men and women
who had surrendered their hearts to
the Lord Jesus and accepted this
trath, At the close of the effort the
young man who had approached the
conference pregident reswmed Lhis
studies as a senior in the academy,
but at once he looked for a location
to hold Sunday night mectings. Be-
fore the close of the first semester,
through his ministry six families were
keeping the Sabbath ard were rejoic-
ing in the light of truth. What these
boys did, members of your society
may do.

Elder E. A. von Pohle, Missionary
Volunteer secretary of the Aflantic
Untion, related the following incident:

““The young peopls of the Brook-
side Junior Academy at Taunton have
started an interesting enterprise of
their own in an endeavor to win other
Portuguese peeple to the third angel’s
message. The boys and girls of the
aeademy have secured a hall in East
‘Wareham, Massachugetts, and each
Sunday evening are putting forth an
effort to win the Portuguese people
living in that distriet. It was my
privilege to attend the services one
Sunday evening, and I was very much
interested in and impressed with the
earnestness of the young people who
took part in these serviees, and the
presentation of the message they gave
to these who attended.

“At five o'clock iu the afternoon,
Misg Florence Kidder, with the assist-
ance of some of the girls of the
school, hreld a childrew’s meeting, They
have been having an attendance of
about thirty-five children at these
meetings. Miss Kidder and the girls
are drilling these Portuguese young
people in good Seventh-day Adventist
hyrmns and Bible verses covering erea-
tion and other points of our message,
It is surprising to see the lhearty ve-
sponsge they get from the children and
how muech #he childven scem to enjoy
the lessons. These children are hav-
ing the truth implanted in their
young mindg at this time, aud we
pray that the truth may not only find
a place in the hearts of the children,
but may be carriel hack into the

et
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liomes of their parents, and result in
souls heing won to the gospel

“A young people’s meeting is held
each Sunday evening at six o’clock,
and one of the boys from the junior
academy speaks. This evening Tilson
Vineent was in charge, and spoke upon
the manner of Christ’s second eoming.
He had good command of hig sub-
ject, and those in attendance seemed
to be very much interested. These
two services were held in English.

“The seven o’cleck service was in
the Portuguese language and was ad-
dressed primarily to the adults, al-
though most of the youmg people
stayed, there being sn audience of
abeut fifty altogether. Ralph Nobrega
was the speaker. Although I could
not understand what he said, I could
tell by his method of speech and his
gestures that he was giving them a
good talk, and I noticed also that the
Portuguese people presemt were very
much interested in what was said,
Other yourg people helped in the
services, There was a duet by two
girls from the school and a quartet
composed of two girls and two boys.
One of the girls presided at the musi-
cal instrument.

“This iz quite an undertaking for
these young people, with the slight
training they have had, bat it shows
that there is an earnest spirit among
the Portuguese young people. These
boys and girls ave only about fiftcen
or sixteen years of age, but the
earnestness of their work and the
application they give to the study
of the subjects which they are pre-
senting would do credit to mueh otder
young people.”

Bimilar experiences in soul-winning
work are continually heing entered
into by Olissionary Volunteers in
every part of the world field. Elder
C. W, Bozarth tells how two boys from
the Gitwe mission sehoel went out
during the summer vaeation, naud
throagh their ministry in song and
word, were imstrumental in leadimg
more than two thousand men, women,
and youth in their respective home
villages to aceept the Lord Jesus and
His truth, These are now heing in-
structed in baptismal c'asses.

Following this great  nterest,
Elder J. . Wright, president of the
Southern African Division, visited the
field aud@ in conmeil with Brother
Bozarth deeided it would be necessary
_to restrict the boys in their misston-

—*Bible Study,” by D. A. Ochs,

ary endeavor,
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So Elder Bozarth went
to the native teachers and requested
them to tell the boys of their gde-
eision. But the native teachers said,
“Ng; we ecannot do this, for they
would not understand. They have
been instrueted that unless each Chris-
tian wins at least one soul a year to
Christ he is not a good Christian.”
The boys were left to continne their
missionary endeavor,

Mrs. E. E. Andross, of the Inter-
American Division, wrote of 3 young
Tndian girl only sixteen years of age
who bad been veared in a Catholic
home. Through her association with
a loyal Seventh-day Adventist girl,
she came to desire a school training,
She had not learned to read or write;
but when she went to her parents
with the request that she be permitted
to accompany her friemd te the mis-
ston school, they said, “No; that is
xn  Protestant scheol., You are a
Catholie.” .

But because of her presistenec they
finally granted her the privilege of
going. Later she returned home a
baptized member of the Seventh-day
Adventist chureh. Upen discovering
thig, her pavents became very angvy,
and her father abused ler in almost
every conceivahle way. One day he
had her hound hand and foot Iyimg
on the ground in the yard while he
heated an iren red im a fire, pre-
paratory to branding her on the soles
of her foet, when suddenly his entive
attitude changed. As his eyes filled
with tears, in a subdued voice he said,
“Daunghter, I have been watehing you
during these weeks that T have been
abusing you and persecuting you,
and throngh it all youn have not shown
onc unkind attitude. You have been
gentle and loving through it all If
your new religion can cause one teo
be like this, I want that religion too.”
The way opened for her to talk to
ker parentg of the truths which she
had eome to love, and soon they
were kecping the Sabbath and re-
joicing with her in service for the
Master.

She was not content, however, with
the conversion of her paremts and
her four brothers and sisters. At
once she begau te work for her neigh-
bors and friends. From week to week
ghe walked fourteen miles to a neigh-
poring village, where she earried on
her missionary endeavor. After a
number of months had passed, she
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wrote to the mission school asking
that some one be sent to look after
those who had accepted the message.
When the teacher came, he found
twenty-three in her village and forty-
one in the neighboring village veady
for haptism.

These incidents are only examples
of how the yonth in every land are
hoisting the banner of Prinee Tm-
manuel. May their examples in-
still in all our hearts greater earnest-
ness and faithfulness in doing our
part in lelping te finish God’s work
and to carry the gospel to all the
world in this generation.

v oW
A Year With Our Bible

(Program for Janwary 11)
BY ERIC B. HARE
OrErING EXERCISES.
TaiLk: “How Much of the Bible Do
We Need?”?
TaLx: “Why We Need It ALY
SymposIUM:  “Interesting Faets.” '
TaLk: “Why Are There Only 66
Books?”
PoeMm: “How Readest Thout”
Tark: “Do You Value Your Oppor-
tunities ¥’
Taux: “A Great Famine Coming.”
PromorioN AND Pramg: “Are You
Ready for 193617
Tauk: “How to Study the Bible”
CrLosiNG EXERCISES.

Why Are There Only 66 Books?

JouN declares that if all the books
were written that could be written
about the Hfe and teachings of Christ
the world could not contain them.
John 21:25.

The British Muscum eontaing miles
of hookshelves, with over 4,000,000
volumes on them. 8till there is plenty
of room for more hooks: so of course
Jokn simply meant that the people of
the world would not receive them.

1t is intercsting to know that there
are geveral historical books referred
1o in Beripture, two of which are the
hook ef Jasher {(Joshua 10:13 and
2 Sam. 1:18) and the baok of Enos
{Jude 14). But these books have
never heen numbered in the Bible
They are not usually accepted by
Protestants as part of the Bible,
because:

1. Tn Hebrew they appear subse-
quent to cessation of propheey.

2. They do not ctaim to be imspired.

3. Neither Christ nor the apostles
ever guoted from thein.

4, The Jews never received them.

Price, each, 214 cents.
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How Much of the Bible Do
We Need?

'‘WaEN Jesus was vanquishing ths
tempter, He said, “Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God.” Matt. 4:4. I want
to emphasize that word ewery right
here in the beginning of the year,
when so many of us are starting to
follow the Bible Year,

There are 773,692 words in the
Bible, grouped into 31,173 wverses,
1,189 chapters, and 66 hooks, and God
has put life into every word. Our
physieal food econtains grains, vege-
tables, and fruits, prepared in such
a way that some are tasty, some
sweet, some sour, some easy to
eat, and some character developing
{spinach, and thoge other things you
don’t particularly like), Yet all are
essential for our physical growth, In
like manner, the Bikle contains prom-
iges, instruction, poetry, songs, proph-
acy, stories, history, and chronology.
Always remember there is life in every
word, snd we will receive spiritual
strength and heallh by reading every
word of our daily portion.

“Porn in the East, and clothed in
Oriental form and imagery, the Bibls
walks the ways of all the world with
familiar feet, and enters land after
land to find its own everywhere. It
has learned to speak in hundreds of
languages to the heart of man. It
comes into the palaces to tell the
monarch that he is the servant of
the Most High, and into the cottage
to assure the peasant that be is the
son of Qod. Children listen to its
gtories with wonder and delight, and
wise men ponder them as parables of
lifs, Tt has a word of peace for the
tims of peril, a word of comfort for
ths day of calamity, a word of light
for the hour of darkness. Its oracles
are repeated in the assembly of the
people, and its counsels whispered in
the ear of the lonely. The wise and
the proud tremble at its warnings,
but to the wounded and penitent it
has a mother’s voice. . . .

“Its great words grow rieher, as
pearls do when thsy ars worn near
the heart, No man ig poor or deeo-
lats who has this treasure for his
own. When the landseape darkens
and the trembling pilgrim comes to
the vallay named the Shadow, ba is
not afraid to enter; he takes the rod

The Church Officers’ Gazette

and staff of Seripture in his hand;
he says to friend and comrade, “‘Good-
by, we shall meet again’ and com-
forted by that support, ke goes toward
the lonely pass as one who elimbs
through darkness into light.”—Henry
Van Dyke.

Why We Need It All

Without the book of Genesis we
could never know the origin of things
—of man, of worlds, of nations, of
languages, of Babel and the flood.

Without Egodus we would lose the
record of God’s dealing with the proud
people of Egypt, and the murmuring
of Israel.

Without Kings end Chrowicles wa
could not complete human history or
tell in whose line Messiah came.

Withowt the Gospels. the life of
Christ would remain untold, and the
great prophecy of Isaiah would be-
come & meaningless thing,

Without the Epistles our lines of
doctrine and theology would be in-
complete,

Without the book of Acts we would
loge might of the apostles and their
work, the establishment of the early
church, and the beginning of the
great misgionary work of the gospel,

Without Daniel, Isaiah, and Reve-
lutton, the future world would be ail
dark, and we could not see the com-
pletion of God’s designs—E. H.

Do You Value Your
Opportunities ?

THE story is told of a certain rich
young woman who one evening sat in
a little boat drifting idly about
on a lake. AIl nature rejoiced, and
everything lent itself to ease and
luxury. As this young woman,
charmed by her surroundings, sat
drinking in the gloriass of the evening,
she played almost unconsciously with
a necklace of pearls. Omne by one
sha let the beautiful gems pass through
ker fingers; and then, unknown to her,
the string broke, and one by one her
treagures dropped off into the lake.
When at last she realized what had
happened, it was forever too Iate.
Her pearls wers gone. Opportunitiss
and days that are ours mow are like
those priceless pearls. Lat us iake
advantags of them snd use them,
lest, charmed with the pleasurss of
this lifs, we fail fo realize that they
arg slipping by until it is forever too
late.
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A Great Famine Coming
8reRE up supplies] ‘éet{ ready
for i1 =

During the past year the long-
shoremen’s gtrike, combined with a
sympathetie strike of the other labor
unions, threatensd to tie up supplies.
One day we read that no more gas-
oline would be permitted to come
into the ¢ity., Another day the street
cars stopped running, Vegetables and
fruits disappeared from the stores
and markets, and everybody Iaid up
stores and supplies while stocks lasted.

We filled our cars to the limit with
gasoline, and were very careful not to
run avound in them unnecessarily.

‘Men could be seen taking home

cases of eanned milk, eanned soup,
and canned fruit, beecause if the
strike continued, there would be a
famine, and “we had all read enough
of the horrors of famine to want to
be prepared.

There’s another famine coming! A
terrible one! But not for bread.
Amos 8:11, 12 tells of a terrible
famine for the word of God which is
coming upon the earth. How fortu-
nate that we know and have time to
prepare. Start laying up the treas-
ures, the goms, ths promises of the
word of God, in your hearts now.

You've read your Bible through
before? Read it again! Every time
ybu\read it you'll find something new!

Are you halfway through? Finish
up your Bible Year, this year!

Have you just finished? Start your
Bible Year again, this year!

Have you never completed reading
your Bihle? Start now to follow the
Bible Year!l

Then when frantie, fearful, pan-
jeky multitudes are rushing around
trying to find out what the word of
God says, you will be safe.

The Bible Applied

Ir you are down in the dumps, raad
the 27th psalm.

If your purse is empty, read the
37th psalm.

I{f you are losing eonfidence in men,
read the 13th chapter of 1 Corin-
thians.

If people seem unkind, read the
15th chapter of John.

If you are disecouraged about your
work, read the 126tk psalm,

If you find the world growing small
and yourself great, read the 19th
psalm.

If you want to live successfully with
your fellow men, read Romans 12.

Organize M, V, Service Bands during the meeting of January 18.
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How to Study the Bible

THE Bible is a heautiful palace
built of sixty-six blocks of solid
marble—the sixty-six books, In the
first chapter of Genesiy,. wo enter
the vestibule, which is filled with the
mighty aets of creation. B The vesti-
bule gives access to the law courts,—
the five books of Moses,—passing
through which we come to the pieture
gallery of the historical books. Here
we find hung upon the wall secenes of
battlefields, representations of heroic
deeds, and portraits of eminent men
belonging to the early days of the
world’s history. Beyond the picture
galle we fing the philosopher’s
chamber,—the book of Job,—passing
through which we enter the music
room,—the- hook of Paalms—where
weo listen to the grandest straing that
ever fell on human ears. Then we
come to the business office,—the book
of Proverbs,—where, xight in the
center of the room, stands facing us
the motto, “Rightecusness exalteth a
nation; but sin ig a reproach to any
people.’” TFrom the business office we
pass into the chapel,—Heclediastes, or
the preacher in his pulpit,—and thence
into the conservatory,—the Soug of
Solomon, with the Rose of Sharon and
the Lily of the Valley and all man-
ner of fine perfumes and fruit and
flowers and singing birds. Finally we
reach the observatory,—the Prophets,
—with itg telescopes fixed om near
and distant stars, and all direeted
toward “the Bright and Morning
Star,” that was soon to arige,

Crossing the court we ecame $o the
audience chamber of the King,—the
gospels,—where we find four vivid life-
like portraits of the King Himself,
Next we enter the workroom of the
Holy Spirit,—the Acts of the Apos-
tles; and beyond that is the corre-
spondence-room,—the Epistles,—whsre
we see Panl and Peter and James and
John and Jude bugy at their desks;
and if you would know what they are
writing about, their epistles are open
for all to study. Before leaving, we
stand for a moment in the outside
gallery—the Revelation,—where we
look upon gome striking pietures of
the judgments to come, and the glories
to be revealed, concluding with an
awe-ingpiring pieture of the throne
room of the King.—“How to Under-
glond the Bible,”” Martin Anstey, pp.
44-48,

Definite methods of study are presented in the leaflet “Bible Study."
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Are You Ready for 19367

A NEW year is before us, with its
unknown duties, its untrod paths, its
ungeen possibilities. Are you ready
for your life journey through 1936%

You will need food to give you
strength. Matt. 4:4,

You will need a light in the dark-
ness, Ps 119:105,

You will need protection. Heb, 4:
12; Pa. 91:4.

You will find them alf in the
Bible Year,

Plan to follow the Bible Year in
1936.

How Readest Thou?

IT ig one thing to read the Bible
through,

Another thing to read to learn and do.

'Tig one thing too to read It with de-

light,
And quite another thing to read it right.
Some read it with design to learn to

read,
But to the subjeet pay but little heed.
Some read it as their duty onee a week,
But no instructlon from the Bihle geek;
While others read it with but iittle care,
WIith no regard to how they read, nor

where,
Some read to bring themselves Into re-

pute,
By showing others how they can dispute;
While others read because their neigh-
bors do,
To see how long ‘twill take to read it

thrm:fh.
Some read it for the wonders that are

there—

How Davld kllied a lion and a bear:

‘While others read 1t with uncommon
care,

Hoplng to find some coniradletion there,

Bome Tead as If it did not apeak te
them,

But to the people at Jerusalem.

One reads with father’s specs upon his

head,
And stfgs the thing just as his father
wald.

Bome read to prove a preadopted ereed,

Henee guderstand but 1little thaf they
read y

Tor every passage in the book they bend

To make ft sult that all-important ead,

Some people read, as have often

thought,

To Eeuch the book instead of peing
aught ;

And soiriae there are who read it out of
spite.

I fear there are but few who read it

rignt,
But read it prayerfuliy, and you wlll see,
Although men contradlet, God's words

agree;
Ior W%!lt the early Bible grophets wrote,
We ﬂmlt that Christ and His apostles
guote.
So trust no creed that trembles to recall
What has heen penned by one and veri-
fied by all.
—Author Unknown.

Interesting Facts

TeE world’s smallest Bible iz a
book with pages less than half the size
of an erdinary postage stamp. This
miniature New Testament is three
fourths of an ineh high, one half of
an inch wide, and one guarter of an
inch thick, It was exhibited under
a powerfnl magnifying glass at the
Century of Progress Fxposition in
Chicago. The volume is not only the
smallest Bible, but the smallest book
containing a large number of words.
It was printed from plates made
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under a microscope in Glasgow in
1895, TFour years were required to
make the plates. Three books onmly
were printed, Ome of these and the
plates were destroyed by fire, and a
second copy was lost.

The middle verse of the whole
Bible is Paalms 118:8, The longest
verse of the whole Bible s Esther
8:9, containing ninety words.

Ezra 7:21 contains all the letters of
the alphabet execept j.

Second "Kings 19 and Isaiak 57 are
almost alike. Hzra 2 and Nehemish 7
are similar,

The last two verses of 2 Chronicles
and the opening verses of Fazra are
gimilar.

The name of God does not oceur in
Esther or the Song of Solomon,

In Psalms 107 four verses are alike:
8, 15, 21, and 31.

Kach verse in Psalms 136 ends
alike,

The ©Old Testament was divided
into chapters by Cardinal Hugo de
Santo-Care, about 1236. These ehap-
ters were divided into verses by Rabbi
Mordeeai Nathan, adopted by Robert
Stephens, a Tremch printer, in his
edition of the Vulgate in 1555, and
transferred to the Autherized Version
in 1611,

The Seriptures have heen franslated
inte 954 languages or dialects.

The first complete English trans-
lation was by Wryeliffe in 1380,

The oldest manuseript of the Bible
in the Brifish-Museum is the.Codex
Alezandrinus. The Codex Voticdnus
ig the oidest in the Vatican Library
at Rome.' :

There is a Bible in the library of
the University of Gottingen written
on 2,470 palm leaves.
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The Rhythm of Service

{(Program for January 18)
BY LOUISE C. ELEUSER

SoNG SERVICE: Select songs which sug-
gest joyful servies,

OPENING SoNg: “In the Serviee of the
King,” No. 82 in “Misgsionary Vol-
untecr Songs.”

SeRIPTURE: Pgalms 126,

PEAYER,

Sercran Musio.

REPORT OF SECRETARY.

OFFERING.

TaLk: “Learning the Rhythm of Soul
Winning.”

BmisLe 8tupy: “Rhythm in God’s
Workshop.”

Reorrarion: “Just Do Your Best.”
TaLr: “Keeping Musie in Our Souls,”
Srory: “Cleaning Tp the Dump,”
p. 16.
ORGANIZATION oF SERVIOE Bawps. See
Note to Superintendents, p. 28,
TaLk: “The Rhythm of Our Limita-
tiong,”? A =
COLogine Song: “Joy. By and”By,” No.
863 in “Christ in Song”
BexEDIOTION: Repeat the pledge in
unison.
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Learning the Rhythm of
Soul Winning

Gov's chureh, entrusted with thse
message of the hour, represents His
workshop on earth. Heaven iz its
powerhouse, The Holy Spirit lubri-
cates the wheels of organization and
aetivity, The wok carried on the
wings of progress enlists the talents
and the servieces of all.

To the owner of an industrial plant,
the hum of its wheels iz musie
Rhythm of sound is musie; rhythm of
action is power, Like the mighty Ni-
agara, which provides a constant flow
of blessing to the human race, is the
rhythm of aetion in the chureh. Spivit-
filled lives bheecome God’s channels
through which His blessings are sent
te an otherwise doomed world. It is
this rhythm of serviee that produces
the music of the individual sonl and
that will eventually swell into the
grand ehorus om the sea of glass,
8, D. Gorden, in his book “Quiet
Talks on Service,” teolls the Ffollowing
story:

“I have often stood, as a boy, on
the streets of old Philadelphia, and
watehed a gang of foreign labovers
at work. As a rule, they eould speak
only the language of their own father-
land. There would be a gang boss to
direct their movements. Perhaps il
was 5 buge stone to be moved, or a
piece of structural irvoun, or a heavy
tail to be toru up. The ends of theix
crowbars were fitted under the thing
to be moved. Then they waited a
moment for the gang hoss to give the
word, He would say, ‘Heave hol’

“Then 2}l together they would sing,
‘feave ho, and push. And a ‘Heave
he, and push; a ‘Feave ho, and push.
They made perfeet music. Theve was
always a small erowd gathered, wateh-
ing, and enjoying the simple runsie
Their work was easier becaunse it was
done rhythmically, This, of course, is
the simple philosophy that provides
amuste for soldiers on-mareh. The men
ean walk wmueh lovger, and farther,
with less fatigue if they go to the
sound of musie.”

( Additional Ithstration.—8ee “Joy-
fub Service for Cur Caplain,” p. 29.)

woo

“Tyw path of sincerity and integ-
rity is not a path free from obstruc-
tion; but in every difficulty we are to
see a call to prayer.”
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Keeping Music in Our Souls

“THERE are ways in which all may
do personal serviee for God. Some
can write a letter to a fay-off friend,
or send a papet to one whe iz inquir-
ing for truth. Others ean give eounsel
to those who are in diffieulty. Those
who know how to treat the sick can
help in this line. QOthers whe have the
necessary qualifications can give Bible
readings or conduet Bible classcs,

“The very simplest modes of work
should be devised and set in operation
among the ehurches”—“Testimonies,”
Vol. VI, p. 433.

“The formation of small companies
a5 a basiz of Christian effort has been
presented to me by One who eannot
evr—id., Veol. VII, pp. 21, 28.

“The humblest workers, in ecopera-
tion with Christ, may touweh chords
whose vibrations shall ving to the ends
of the earth, and make melody
throughout eternal ages”—“Ministry
of Healing,” p. 159,

The lines of serviee suggested in the
Spirit of prophecy are outlined in
Isaiah 58, the chapter for Sabhath-
keepers. Only as we reach out to help
other souls will our souls be watered
and  our Christian c¢xperience he
healthy and fresh, bubbling over hke
a gpring of water,

Missionary Volunteers need to keep
step with the message. HEach young
person must be thrilled eonstantly
with the rhythm that serviee for the
lost produces in his own soul. Hys-
tematie, rhythmic service makes the
hardest task a pleagure. It i3 best
provided through the organized mis-
sionary hands. (See “Missi&naty Vol-
unteers and Their Work,” pﬁ.\ 213-
228, By meang of these sCrviee
groups the humblest workers may have
their part i the song of vietory.

Proyer and Fersonal Weorkers' Band

When the sons of Reuben, Gad, and
Manasseh “cried to God in the battle,”
He was “entreated of them; because
they put their trust in Him.” 7 Chron.
5:18, 20. At one time Jesws took
Peter, James, and John into & mona-
tain to pray. Luke 9:28. Again the
prayer band conducled by FPaul and
Silas at midnight in the Philipplan
jait prodneed the comversion of the
jailor, when it was coupled with pesr-
sonal work, Aets 16:2534. (See
“Missionary Volunteers and Their
Work,” pp. 220-245.)
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Christiun Help and Gospel Meeting
Band

Jesus semt forth His diseiples to
preach the message of the kingdom,
This work of the gospel would embraee
every needful sexvice for suffering
humanity, Matt. 10:1, 7, 8& True
religion thinks of the widows aund
orphans and constantly ministers to
the poor and unfortunate. James 1:
27; Job 29:12-16. (See Id., pp. 246-
261.)

The Gadites were skiliful in han-
dling shicld and buekler. Qur youth
especially should become expert in
produeing Bible proof for its neg-
lected doctrines. 1 Chron. 12:8; Ps.
91:4; 119:151, 160. (See Id., pp.
254, 255.)

Literature Band

The published woxrd is to be scat-
tered everywhere at the end of time.
The serviee of our helicvers in thig
literature minigtry will do much to
enlighten the world about the ecom-
ing of Christ. Ps. 68:11; 126; Rev,
18:1-4. (See Id., pp. 262-286.)

Singing Band

The serviee of our singing bands
during the Harvest Ingathering werk
has literally touched ehords whose vi-
brations have rung to the ends of the
earth. When pursued by Pharaoh’s
hosts, Israel sang after they went
through the Red Sea, while Mitiam
led out with the timbrel, Exodus 15.
The Chromieles record the derviees of
men skilled in veice and instrumentaz}
mngie. 1 Chron. 6:31-33; 15:22; 16:
42; 2 Chron. 30:21,

Rhythm in God’s Workshop

Base this talk on a study of BEzekiel
I and 2, which suggesis basic principles
for our service bands in the society.
Fundamental 1s the lesson that all the
wheeis In God's organizatton belong to
Iis divine plan. White each vevelves,
eartying on  its spectal! function, the
pattern of | the vislon shows perfect
harmony of purpose and action. The
pProgress of the probhet’s message is de-
péendent upon complete coordination,
Emphasize briefly the points desived, and
then invite each Misstonary Volunfeer
to give further persopal gindy to these
chapters, .

Ezekiel 1 and 2

Verses 1-4. Heaven’s curtain must
be drawn aside to permit ug to under-
stand the divine plan of our salvation,

Verses 8-10, Owr hwnan resources
must be combined with the streugth
and characteristics of the “Hon of the
tribe of Judah.” We need our Sav-
iour’s burden-bearing mature, as well
as Hig lofty ideals.

Verses 11, 15, The wheels in the
plan of galvation touel the earth, but

The “Junior Song Book® is row called “Missionary Volunteer Songs."
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ench wheel is active in carrying out
a high and divine purpose.

Verses 12, 18, The Spirit's dircc-
tion and pewer drive the wheels for-
ward without sidetracking. The wis-
dom of the Almighty expands each
revolution to dreadful heights.

Verses 16, 17, As intrinsic care
and detail promote the progress of
onch wheel, the effect is that of a
wheel within & wheel, The wheels
and their work extend in all direo-
tions,

Verses 11, 16, 23, The mathemati-
eal unitg of twos and fours suggest
complete eoordination of service while
each part performs its specific fune-
tion,

Verses 24, 25. The activity of the
wheels produced a mighty sound as
of a hest. It was the veiee of the
Almighty.

Verses 26, 28. The message came
directly from the threne of heaven,
and the how of Ged's premise was
there,

Chapter 2. The message was pro-
phetie, crying woe to a judgment-
bound people beeause they had re-
belled against God’s word.

The Rhythm of Our Limitations

MosT of us have seen children’s
vhythm bands perform. Perhaps 1
place the emplasis ou “seen” more
1han “heard,” The crude instruments
manipulated by these tiny musicians
amaze us. The tin pie plate produces
surprising sounds bordering on hum-
ble muste, while other domestic articles
add homely beanty to an ensemble,
simple indeed, yet skillful, TEach im-
Provised instrument in the hands of a
sparkling-eyed, enthusiastic child vies
with its musieal helpers te produce
vhythm, if not real musie.

Humble though our talents may be,
heaven has promised to make them
vibrant for truth and righteousness.
From the following, draw personal
couyage to put your limited talents
to the Master’s use. While sharpen-
ing your toels as oppertunity presents
itself in the serviee of your mission-
ary band, do with your might what-
ever your hands find to do.

Examples

1, The lad David used his erude
sling and one of the five smooth stones
he picked up.

2, The farmer Shamgar slew the
Philistines with an oxgoad.

3. Benaiah slew twe lionlike men
of Moab and a lior in the midst of
a pit on a snowy day.

4, Shammah stood his grouwd in
a lentil patch.

5. Jael brought vietory by means
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of a nail of the tent, and a hammer.

6. Another woman turvaed the tide
of the battle by casting a picec of
a millstone on the leader’s head, =

7. By means of broken picces of
a2 wrecked vessel, the members of the
ship’s crew and passengers whe could
not swim eseaped safely to land.

8. A homemade basket carried the
[recious earge of God’s potential
leader of Israel.

9, Bmall Zacehaens climbed a tree
when he failed to catch a glimpse of
the Saviour over the heads of the
crowd,

10. A little cake baked first for Eli-
jal opened the way for God to bestow
blessings in the widow’s Liome,

Another IMustration—"“1t Car’t Be
Dene in This Town.” (See the talk
“Overcoming Difficulitos,” p. 29.)

Just Do Your Best
Jusr do yonr hest.

small,
How little heard of ;
Just do your hest—that's all.
Just do your best. God knows it afi,
And in His great plan you count as one!:
Just do younr best until the work is done.

It matters noi how

Just do your best. Though poor, de-
spised, forsaken,

Let not your faith be shaken.

Just do your best; with God and one

The wightiest things are done.

Jusl do your best, Who caves if in
The wild}, ot rush for weaith and place
You don’t excel? -

Idowt fret, Just de your work,
And do it well,

Just do your best Rewa/rd will come
o those who ztand the test;
God does not forget. Press on,
Nor doubt, nor fear. Just do
your hegt,
’ —Hranest Tdoyd.

woow

The Art of Making Friends
(Progroin for January 25)
BY CHRIS P. SORENSEN

Soxes ror Topay: “What a TFriend
We Have in Jesus,” “T've Found
a Friend,” “Jesas Is a Friend of
Mine,” “I Would Be True.”

OPINING EXERCISES.

Porwn: “Friendship”

QuoraTioNs FroM THE SPIRIT OF
PROPHECY.

TALK 0R SYMPOSIUM: “Problems of
Friendship.”

DiscussioN: “Adventuring in Chris-
tian T'rierdship.”?

Pora: “Because I Had a Friend;” or
“The Honse hy the Side of the
Road,” by Sam Walter Foss,

CrosiNG SoNG AND PRAYER.

Friendship Defined

“A TRIEND I¢ one who iakes your words
ke the grain and chaff together:
Accepts the good, and with love’s breath
Blows the rest into the weather.”
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Friendship

Ox® whoge grip is a Httle tighter,

One whose smile 158 a little brighter,

One wiose deeds are » little whiter.
That's what I call a friend.

One who’ll iend as quick as he'll borrow,

(One who's the same today as tomorrow.

One who will share your joy and sorvow,
That’s what I cail a friend.

One whose thoughts are a little cleaner,
One whose mind is a Httle keener,
One who avoids those things that arve
meaner,
That’s what I call a friend.
Ome¢, when you're gone, who'll miss you
saaqly,
One wlho’lt welcome you back again,
adly,
One who, though angered, will not speak
madly,
That’s what T cafl 4 friend.

Cue who is always wiliing to aid you.

One whoge advice has alwars pald you,

Onte who defends when others fay vou,
That’s what I cail a friend.

—John Burroughs.
Quotations

A friend may be a connecting link
between a soul and Christ:

“There ave souls perplexed with
doubt, burdened with infirmities, weak
in faith, and unable t¢ grasp the
Tuseen; but a friend whom they can
see, eoming to them im Christ’s stead,
can bhe a conneeting link to fasten
their trembling faith upon Christ.’—
“The Desire of Ages,” p. 897.

God Telps us through friends:

“The Lord did not leave you to por-
ish. He frequently raised up friends
to aid you when yon least expected it.

. Then in your sore distress and
perplexity the Liord vaised you up
frionds.”—“Testimonies,” Vol, I, pp.
270, 274,

Warmth of true friendship is a
foretaste of heavenly joys:

“The warmth of true friendship, the
love that hinds heart to heart, is a
foretaste of the joys of heaven.’—-
“Ministry of Healing” p, 360,

Problems of Frien dship

Fiepmwe true friends. Prov. 17:17.

When a friend rebukes ns. Prov.
27:5, 6.

When friends disagree. Aets 15:
26-41,

When friendg forsake. 2 Tim, 4:
9-18,

Surety for a friend. Prov. 17:18.

Iow to he a good mixer. Prov.
18:24.

A duty toward friends. Job-42:10.

True friendship demonstrated. John
15:13.

What i the difference between ac-
quaintanceship, friendship, and indi-
macy?

What {8 your grealest problem in
Friendship?

“'fhe Senior Bible Year,”” M, V. Leaflet 16, will provide a check for daily reading., Price, per hundred, 60 cents,
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What if our friendly approaches are
rejedted?

True friendship eomsists in loving
another for that other’s own sake, and
not for what that other is to the one
who loves. Aecquaintanceship involves
no such love. You may be friendly to
an acquaintanee, although this is not
necessarily implied by the term “ac-
quaintanceship,” and yet never he a
true friend to such a one.

Likewise it i possible to be inti-
mate with another, and yet not be a
true friend. The ties of association
often produce intimaecy. We are more
or lesy intimate with those with whom
we work, In the home we are neces-
garily intimate with others in our fam-
ilies. Yet it ig sadly true that, even
iz our homes, true friendship—that
unsclfish ontgoing of the whole soul
to another in a ceaseless and unswerv-
ing affection—is too seldom found.

“Friendliness resembles friendship,”
said Arigtotle, “and yet it iz uob
friendship.”

Keeping in mind, then, this pure
ideal of friendship as umselfish love,
what are some of the problems of
friendship? Perhaps the greatest
problem is our own capacity for such
a love. Binee true friendship involves
a love with the element of selfishness
eliminated, our friendships can rige
only to the degree in which self is
eliminated in our lives.

But euppose friends rehuke us or
disagree with us or do things of which
we disapprove? If our friendship is
truly ome of self-forgetfulness, such
things will not alter our love,

Oliver Wendell Holmes, in “The
Autoerat of the Breakfast Table,”
tells of & side door of the heart which
enters at onee into the seeret cham-
bers of one’s being, and of the peril
of trusting a key to that door to any
loved one. “Be very careful to whom
you trust one of these keys of the side
door,” he says. “The fact of possess-
ing one remders those even who are
dear to you very terrible af times”

But what if our friendship is re-
jected? Can that cause our love for
the other to die? Not if that love is
a true, unselfish love, for such love
expécts no return.

It i true that sueh an unreturned
friendship can never flower to its full-
est. The very fact that the other does
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not regard us as we regard that one
means, in most, instances, that we shall
have few opportunities for expressing'
cour friendship. Yet that need not
alter ite quality.

How important, then, it is for us to
trust God in the matter of our friend-
ships, and to ask Him first of all to
create in us the ecapacity for true
friendship and then lead us to those
whom Ile kunows will bs the ones
toward whom our friendship should
be directed.

Because I Had a Friend

Lirs never would have been so rich
To me, so well worth while,

But for that cheerlng word you Spoke,
But for that cheery smile;

The burden had so heaviv grown,
My heart was fitlled with cave’

I never would have reached the goal
Had you, friend, not been there,

Because, becauge I had a friend,
ne who was real and true;
Because your friendship did not fail
Just when I needed you,
I had the strength to ciamber on,
1 had the will to do;
Because T knew I had a friend,
T've had no cause fo Tue.

Oh, there are records of the past
That ten of trust sublime,

Of friendship that survived the test
0f doubt, disaster, time;

But I know one that's up to date,
That has not had an end,

When a man defeated fought and won
Because he had a friend.

A uthor Unknown.

Adventuring in Christian
Friendship

Texr: 1 SaMUEn 18

Bases that make friendship
possible.,

PrYSIcAL, What is the relation be-
tween health and friendship? Can
one easily be friends with those who
are sick and complaining? Are we
naturally drawn toward those better
looking?

MENTAL. Are we naturally atiracted
to those whose attitudes, ideas, ideals,
and prejudices we canrot agres with
or respect? Are we atfracted to or
repdled hy those whose intervests are
the same as ours?

SpmITUuan. Will our spiritual qual-
ities influence us in choosing friends?
After we have chosen our friends,
what effect will religion have on this
bond 6f friendship? How would you
judge as to the effeet of mutual reli-
giony interoste? What epiritnal quali-
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ties must underlie a lasting friend-
ghip9

Muryan InTERBsTs, ‘What mutual
interests and activities must contrib-
ute toward any deep friendshipt Can
any lasting friendsEiP be founded on
just o few mutual interssts? How
wide a range must these mutual inter-
ests cover? Can two persong have
mutual interests in twe of the above
bases and not in the third, and yet
enjoy a deep friendship

Hindrances to friendship.

SociaL Srarus. Were the friend-
ships of Jesus carried on in any gingle
social group? Should we confine our
friends to our own social group? If
wot, should we befriend those above or
below vs? Ig it hard or easy fo be
friends with those who lack eculture,
refinement, aud a taste for the better
things of life How great a differ-
ence in religious outlook do you think
& friendship ean overcome? Can you
be a close friend of a Mormon? a
Catholic? a member of no church?
a Protestant§ a heathen? Do nation-
ality and race offer hindrances?

SELFISHNESS. What would you say
is the one outstanding hindrance fo
our having friendsy Can every one
have friends? Does every one have
friends? Does our purpose in having
friends in any way affect our lasting
friendships?

Purpose in friendships.

CrAaNCE ok CHocE, How many real
friends do you have? How many
friendships were formed by mere
chancef How many were formed by
choice on your part? Did you select
your friends or did they select you?
Are most of your friends in the group
or groups with which you mingle
mostly? How is it that so many
young people have formed friendships
outside of the church? How do ths
friends you acquired hy chance com-
pare with those you yourself chose?
{Read Mark 3:13-19 and John 15:15.)
How did Jesus come to choose the
men named in Mark 3¢9 What motives
prompted Jesus in thia choice? Of
what advantage were they, as His
friends, to Hm? Did Jesus gelect
them for anything they had already
done or for what they would mean to
Him as a result of Hig friendship?
What might that suggest to us in
choosing our friends? Did Pavid
choose Jonathan or did Jonathan
choose Davidy Why?

MoraL INFLUENCE. Are we taking
any risks in the friendships we form?$
When in the formation of friendship
should we exercise wise choice—asso-
ciation, aequaintance, friendship, inti-
macy? Tow can we safepuard our
gtandards in the midst of friends?
Shall we stoop or climb to the level
of our friends in order to save them?

weooue

“A uMaN without mirth is like a
wagon without springs.”

“Messages to Young People” is abbreviated ‘‘Mesaages.”
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Junior M. V. Meetings

Hoisting the Banner

{Program for Jomuwary £)
BY ¢. LESTER BOND

Oprpning Sona: “Forth to Conguer,
Volunteers,” No. 60 in “Missionary
Velunteer Songs,”

PRAYER.

MinuTEs AND OFFERING.

MISSIONARY REPORTS.

TaLg: “By the Grace of God

Tarx: “I Will Be Pure.”

Tark: “I Will Be Kind.”

Dusr: “I Would Be True,” No. 58 in
“Missionary Volunteer Songs.”

TaLg: “I Will Be True.”

SUPERINTENDENTS TALK,

CrosiNg BoNG: “Send It Over There
From Over Here” No. 78 in “Mis-
sionary Volunteer Songs.”

Notes to ‘Superintendenty

The purpose of this program is to
help the Juniors to recognize that God
ig calling each one of them to be a
standard-bearer for Him, to live an
exemplary Christian life, and to do
what he ean wherever he is to witness
for God. Four outline talks, setting
forth the first four features of the
Junior Pledge, have been provided for
the Juniors to give, Since a number
of programs are being arranged om
the Junior Law to be given later, it is
not planned that that pertion of the
pledge dealing with the Junior Law
ghould be discussed in this meeting,

To close the meeting, it is suggested
that the superintendent diseuss with
the Juniory the lagt part of the pledge,
and that definite plans he laid for
systemalic missionary endeavor.

If your society has not yet renewed
its membership for 1936, membership
application cards should be filled out
and sent to the Migsionary Volunteer
secretary of the confevence, who will
igsue the membership and preparatory
membership cards to those applying
for them.

By the Grace of God

Tre Junior Missionary Volunteer
Pledge is a promige that we make to
God and to each other. People have
always made promises, and il is inter-
esting to notiece their attitudes toward
the promise after it bas been made.
Let us take a moment to think of
some of the people who are mentioned
in the Bible and of the pledges they
made. e

Jaeob prémisedGod thal he would
give & tenth of all that he possessed
if God would bless and protect him

on his journsy and bring him safely
again to his father’s house. As far
ag wa know, Jaeob faithfully fulflled
that promise to his Creator.

Ananias and Sapphira made a prom-
ise that they would give the proceeds
from the sale of cerfain property that
they possessed. But after the prop-
erty was sold, they decided fo keep
back a part of it. Thus they failed to
honor their word.

Three months after the children of
Israel left the land of Egypt, they
came to Mt. Sinal in their travels,
and there (fod proclaimed to them His
ten commandments. All the people
united in saying, “All that the Lord
hath said will we do, and be obedient.”
However, it was only a few days until
they brought their jewels and made a
molten ealf and bowed down and wor-
shiped it, thus vielating their pledge
to God,

No doubt the Tsraelites were sincere
in their promise, and fully intended to
do the very thing they said they would
do. But they depended upon them-
selves for strength to carry out their
resolution; so they were unable to
help themselves to meet God’s require-
ments and to do as they had promised.

It will be found impossible today,
as it was then, fo carry out any good
resolutions in our own strength, We
ean do it only as we permit God fo
help us, For that reasom, in tak-
ing our Junior Missicnary Volunteer
Pledge, we say, “By the grace of God,
I will—"

Our Junior Missionary Voelunteer
Pledge is really the standard under
which the Juniors are organized. Its
ideals are the ideals that should gov-
ern our lives from day to day. How
many of you Juniors would like to
stand in this first meeting of the new
year and take our pledge as the ban-
ner under which you will journey dur-
ing the year 1936, thus indicating that
you are willing to let God lead you
through 31l the experiences of life?

I Will Be Pure

THis part of our pledge iz an im-
portant oune, since Jesus made it very
clear that only those who are pure in
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heart will be vaved. He said, “Blessed
are the pure in heart: for they shall
see God” Matt. 5:8. The same
thought is emphasized by the psalm-
ist: “Who shall ascend into the hill
of the Lord? or who shall stand in
His holy place? He that hath clean
hands, and a pure heart; who hath
not lifted mp his soul unto vanity, nor
sworn deceitfully.”” Ps, 24:3, 4,

If our hearts are pure, all our words
and actions will be pure. Naturally
our hearts are deceitful above all
things and desperately wicked. But
if we give our hearts to God, He will
purge from our lives all the wicked
things and put in their stead that
which is puve and upright,

However, we have a part to act
ourgelves in building pure traits
into our lives. The Junior who is
continually reading impure stories,
who goes to the movies, where he sees
impure suggestions, or who listens to
impure stories and bad words, will
naturally build impure traits into his
charaeter.

In spite of all these things about us
which offer impure suggestions, God
has made it possible for us to be pure.
He says He will cause us to grow as
the lily. Have you ever observed the,
water im which water lilies grow?
It is filled with slime and moss and
wigglers and other wafer insects. Yet,
in gpite of the fact that the environ-
ment is so impure, the bloom of the
lily itself is pure and white,

This is the way God will enable us
to grow in a world of sin. Jesus said:
“Out of the abundance of the heart
the mouth speaketh.” So if our
hearts are pure, our words will be
pure. Do you net think that we
should ask God to help us to refrain
from using slang expressions or from
saying anything else that would be
displeasing to Him?

This point of our Junior Pledge ap-
plies also to the eare of our body
temples. If we keep this promise,
“T will be pure,” surely we shall not
indulge in ecigarettes or tobaceo in
any form, nor shall we use beer or
other harmful drinks, for these will
all defile our bodies. T.et us every day
keep this part of the pledge eonstantly
hefore us, and ask God to help us
under all cireumstances of life to be
pure, ‘

“Krrp thyself pure®” 1 Tim. 5:22.

" A new denominational history—*‘The Great Advent Movemeni;,” by Emma E., Howell. Price, 85 cents.
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I Will Be Kind

Kinpness is love shining out of the
Leart, So one can be kind only if he
has love for others in his heavt. If

we go ag far in owr relationship to -

others as we are admonished by our
Saviour, and love even our enemies,
we shall then naturally be kind to all,

There is great need for kindness in
the world today, for the majority of
people have grown to be very selfish,
In their plans they think ouly of
themselves and are forgetfu! of the
needs and happiness of those about
them. If we as Juniors keep this part
of our pledge, it will enable us to be
a greatl blessing to others every day.
We shall not then forget to do things
for others that will help to lighten
their burdens. We shall wateh for op-
portimities of helping those about us
who are really in need. We shall run
their errands, shovel the snow from
their walks, do the chores for helpless
old people, and always remember to
gay, “I thank you,” when others show
us a kinduess,

One day a Junior boy stood in a
long line with other persons waiting
for the door of the Salvation Army
soup kitchen to open. It was on

~Thanksgiving Day. Willie was an or-

phan and had not enjoyed a good
meal for a long time. He had satis-
fled his hunger again and again by
vigiting garbage cans in the back al-
leys of New York, But now he was
going to have a good meal.

As he stood there on the iey side-
walk shivering because of the eold,
he observed a little girl & few years
younger than he, standing in line also,
Bhe had no shoes or stockings, She
would stand fivst on one foof, putting
the other foot against the calf of ler
leg to warm it; and then, putting that
foot down, she would 1ift the other
and endeavor to wavin it against the
calf of her other leg.

Willie stood watching her until he
conld endure it no tenger, Then lhe
went fo her, took his coat off, put
it down on the sidewalk, and said,
“Mary, will you please step on this
coat? Then when she had done so,
he wrapped the coat around her feet
and legg and went back o his place
i the line,

You may not be called upon to show
Xindnéss in this sane way, but if vou
are watchful, you may find opportuni-
ties every day. Be kind to others.
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This point of our pledge applies
also to our treatment of animals, The
boy or girl who keeps it will not do
anything that will bring suffering to
the dumb ereafrres about him or her,
Let uy say again, “By the graec of
God, I will be kind.”

I Will Be True

Horusry and uprightness in life are
greatly to be admired and shounld be
coveted by every Junior. De you not
litke to be in the company of one
whose word can always be depended
upon? one who is not afraid te stand
for the vight regardless of what others
may do or say? one who is not afraid
to Jet his light shine for God cven
though those about him may ridicule?
Such a life should be tho ambition of
every loyal Junior Missionary Volun-
teer,

The one who keeps this peint of the
pledge will always be obedient fo the
ritles of the school he attends, He
will nat cheat in examination mor in
auy game that he may play. He will
cultivate the habit of speaking the
trath ahbways, His life will be one
which will not in any sense be & Iie.

The story is told of a conductor
on a limited passenger train who was
given orders by a tram dispatcher to
sidefrack his train at a siding three
and a half miles out of tewn for a
freight going in the opposite direec-
tion to pass. Upon reading the orders
the conductor said to himself, “Who
ever heard of such an order as that—-
holding up a passenger frain for a
freight? T'm unot going to ohey that
order, I ean get my train on beyond
that siding four and a half miles te
the next station before the train
leaves.”

Instead of giving the enginecr his
eopy of the order, as was usually
done, the conduetor cruompled up both
pieces of paper and stuffed them into
his pocket. When the haggage, mail,
and express had all been loaded, he
called, “AN aboard,” and signated for
the engineer to start,

The train attained the speed of fifty
or fifty-five miles an hour and ran by
the siding where it was to bave
stopped. As it was poing around a
curve at the hill, the engineer sud-
denly observed the freight coming
toward him on the same track, There
was no possible way of avoiding a
head-on eollision. The engineers on
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botl traims called to their firemen to
jump, and in this way they saved
their Bves. But the passengers knew
nothing of thenr danger. The trains
crashed together and many people
were imjured and some were killed.

This conductor who had been dis-
obedient and untrue lmrried from the
seene and hid among the trees, THe
had not begun in this one moment to
betray the trust that had been placed
in lim, Through the years he had
bheen wntrue to other things, until now,
when a real test liad come, he eould
be disobedient.

The Junior age is the time to eulfi-
vate the habit of honesty. Bhall we
uwet every day ask God to help us to
be truef

¥

Why Should We Believe
the Bible?

(Program for Januwary 11)
BY ERIC B, HARE

OPENING EXFERCISES.

InrropueTIoN, See NWote to SBuperin-
tendents.

TaLK: “How Did We Get Our Bible?”

Svurosiun: “I Believe the Bible Be-
eauge—"

. “It Has Life”

. “Tt Predicts the Future.”

“Tt Has Power.”

. “It Tells the Beginning and
Ending of Things”

TorM: “The Book for Boys,” p. 34
in “Choice Poems.”

ProrMoTioN AND Prans: “Are You
Ready for 198677 See p. 21,

CrLos NG EXERCISES,

oo ba

Note to Superintendents

Introduetion.—We are told to prove
all things (1 Thess. 5:21) and to be
ready to give an answer to avery one
who asks eoncerning our faith, 1 Peter
3:15. We shonld answer clearly and
definitelv this question, and tetl the
world why we believe the Bihle,

There ave seven hooks, known all
over the world, which are held sacred
by their followers:

1. The Koran, sacred to the Mehamn-
medans.

2, The books ealled King and Shu,
gneved to the followers of Confucius,

3. The Vedas, sacred to the Hindus,

4. The Zend-Avesta, held saered by
the five wovshipers of Persia and
Indiz.

5. The Tripitaka, sacred to Bud-
dhists.

6. The Talnrud, sacved to the Jews.

7. The Christian Bible. But the
Bible is the only oue that can be read
hy all the nations and peoples of the
world, Complete coples or parts of
the Scriptures are printed in 954 lan-

Have you read the book “The Bible Year,” by Adelaide Bee Evans?—
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guages; go literally all the world can
read it.

How Did We Get Our Bible?

THERE are only four possible ways
that the Bible could have come to us.

I. By chance. But we can’t believe
that the Bible ov anything else ever
came by ehance. So we are not even
going to consider that way.

2. Maybe bad men wrote it to de-
¢eive.  But the Bible condemns sin,
and bad men simply couldn’t write
their own condemnation, 8o we are
sure bad men didn’t write it.

g, Well, maybe good men wrole it
But if they did, the writers told lies,
for all through it they say, “Thus
gnith the Lord” And if they told
lics, they wouldn’t be good men. So
we know good men didw’t write it.

4. The only other way 48 to belisve
what the Bible says about itself. See-
ound Peter 1:20, 21, tells us that the
Holy Spirit moved upon holy men of
God, and eansed themn to write what
the Spirit wanied to say, This ex-
plains why the writers of the sixty-six
books during the 1,000 years from
Moses te Johm all wrote about the
same truth of God, without eontradie-
tion and without getting mixed up.

1 Believe the Bible Because—
It Has Life
Tebrews 4:12, A, H. V.

THE Bible was written in only a few
langnages, but with the faeilities of
the printing press the Bible and por-
tions of it are today printed in 954
languages. In spite of its enemies,
the Bihle has lived and muliiplied.
Nobody can k#l the Bible,

“Gibhon, Voltaire, Chesterfield, strove
cach In hig own way, to destroy the
influence of Christianity, yet it is re-
corded that after Gibbon’s death, in
the house which he ocenpied, on Lake
Geneva, a Bible depository was estab-
lished, The stream of infidel works
written by Voltaire absorbed the full
eapacity of a printing press, but the
press before verv long was appropri-
ated to the work of printing Bibles.
The club roeir where Chesterfietd’s
friends used to meet to encourage
cach other in hostility to the Bible
became the vesiry of a church where
the prayers of saints and penitent sin-
ners were comstantly heard’—Bible
Seciety Record, March, 1314,

Several hundred vears agzo fhe yco-
ple of Bohemia were forhidden to pos-
segs o to vead the Bible, An ediet
wag isgued by the emperor of Austria,
to which country PBohemia then be-
longed, declaring that the naton was
Roman Catholic, aud eemmanding all
peowle to obey the rules of that chureh.

-You will find it a helpful commentary as you read the Bible throngh.
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And the priests forbade the common
people to possess a Bible, But many
of them did, and they refused to
give them up. 8o the priests sent
out goldiers to search the houses and
geize the Bibles, When the people of
any village heard that the soldiers
were coming fo their locality, they
made haste te hide their Bibles in
some secret place. So although the
soldiers searched the houses thor-
cughly and roughty, yet many Bibles
were not found, Often boys and girls
were- given the task of watehing and
reporting the approach of the soldiers
to their hemes. Seo faithful and so
shrewd were these children that the
soldiers could mot make them telt
where the sacred book was to be
found.

One day the report eame to a house,
“The soldiers are coming here!” There
was ouly a young girl there, and she
was kneading dough for bread. Om

hearing the breathless whisper of the |

sentinel, the quiek-witted girl spread
out her dough, ptaced tho Bible in the
center and guiekly doubled the dough
over it, put it inte a big pan, and
slipperl it into the oven,

Wlhen the soldiers arrived a few
minutes later, the girl met them at the
door, and in answer to their demand
for the Bible, calmly told them to
search and see if there was one in the
house. They looked in every cormer
of the cottage, but found no Bible.
If they opened the stove door they
saw only a large loaf of bread rising
in the ovew.

Years afterward the grandson of
the heroine of this story immigrated
to Ameriea and setfled in northwest-
ern Ohio. He brought with him the
Bible which his grandmother had saved
from the soldiers. It has been eare-
fully kept as a relic of days which,
fortunately, are no more. What would
vou do if some policeman should eome
to your home and demand every Bible
that you had in the house?—Stories
to TeH.

it. Predicts the Future

The Bible econtains about 1,000 pre-
dietions, many of which have already
lreen fulfitled to the letter, Against
the predietiong of the Bible, man is
powerless. Matthew 24:14 says the
gospel shall be preached. Voltaive,
the well-known infidel of France, once
made a propheey in Paris, during
which he said, “In a lundred years
the Bihle will he unknown” Tlow
powerless were hiz words; in only ten
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years in Paris alone 10,000 Bibleg
were sold. And today about 30,000,
000 copies or parts of Secripture are
being sold every year.

The times in which we find our-
gelves, surrounded with all the won-
ders of science, the gickness, the fam-
ine, the war, the earthquakes, are
predieted accurately in the Bible,

It Has Power

I 1835, in the island of ¥iji, there
was ot a single Christian, That year
two natives from Tahiti swam ashore
from a ship that was anchored near
by. They carried their Bibles on their
heads to keep them dry, TFifty years
afterward there was uot ome heathen
or one ecannibal left in Fiji. The
change was very noticeable, but on
one oceasion a certain English infidel
touring around ¥Fiji began to laugh
and scoff as he heard the Fijians sing-
ing in their worship, “Oh,” he said,
“why do you people believe in the
Bible? Why, we do not believe the
Bible any more, Look how big and
wonderful we are”” Omne of the Fi-
jiaus listened very carefullv. When
the Emglishman had said all he
wanted to sav, the istander tapped
bim on the shoulder and said:
“Mr, Infidel, you ean say what you
like, hut we don’t want te hear you
ridicule the Bible while you are in
Fiji. If it was not for the power of
the Bible, we would not leave you sit-
ting there five mittutes. Do you know
where you would be? Then turning
around to a big fireplace with a huge
rot before it, he said, “You would be
ingide that pet, and we would be get-
ting ready to eat you. But because of
the power of the Bihle we have no
more desire to follow those heathienish
practiees,” Needless to say, the infidel
stopped his scoffing,

There are many stories that we
conld tell of the power that there is
in the simple word of God.

There was once an nneducated
iockey who kmew only how to ride
horseback in the horse races. He was
uneducated execept in all the ways of
wickeduess. He eould drink and gam-
hte and eurse as well as any one, hut
that was all he could do. Yet one
tiine this voung man’s heart was
tonched, and he gave his heart to the
T.ord Jesas. The clange was so 1e-
tieeable in his own life that he began
to desire above all things else to take
the story of Jesus to others. So one
day, with his Bible under Lis arm, he
deeided to go and try to tell others.
He passed several houses, feeling that
they were too big or too stylish for
him te go into, and finally lie turned
toward the outskirts of the towu and
came to a little shack. He knocked
on the door; and when the cold lady
came to the door, he forgot all he lad
planned to say. At last he was only
able to stammer, “Lady, T used to he
a very had man, but T have been road-
ing the Bible, and I have been eon-
verted and my life has been ehanged.

Price, paper, 25 cents.
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Now I am so happy that I want to
tell others about it too. Would you
like me to study the Bible with you?”
He was almost surprised when she gaid
that she would, Not knowing what
else to do, he took his Sabbath school
lesson pamphlet to the 0ld lady’s house
twice a week and studied the lesson
with her. Because he was not edu-
cated, that was all he counld do; but
bacpuse of the power that there is in
the word of God, that old lady was
wow to the truth too.

T can remember my old father tell-
ing a story ahout & certain banker and
his son. In the early pioneer days of
Ameriea they had to travel from set-
tlement to settlement and were often
in danger from robbers. It was their
cugtom to sleep by turns at night, one
sleeping while the other sat up watch-
ing the money and holding a pistol in
his hands. On one oceasion toward
evening they came fo a little shack
where an old man and woman were
Hving. The banker asked if they
eould stay thers for the wnight, and
the old man made them weleome.
After supper they retired, and the
banker lay down while his son sat up
to wateh with his gun in his hand.
By and by the banker was awakened
by the son, Thinking that they were
being attacked, he arose quickly amd
felt for his gum too, hut the boy as-
sured him, “No, no, father; we don’t
need to wateh here. While I was
watehing through the erack, I saw the
old man take down hiz Bible from the
ghelf; and after reading a portion of
it, they knelt down to pray, and I
heard him pray for the angels to
wateh over them during the mnight.
He even prayed that angels wonld
care for the two strangers that were
staying with them in their house. 8o,
father, I just woke you up to tell you
that we shall not need to stay up and
wateh with our guns in our hands fo-
night. We will he able to sleep all
night long, without any fear at all”

After hearing a story like this, who
can deny that there is an unspeakable
power in the word of God?

Years and years age an American
Indian was given a copy of the Bible,
He had seen the power of the Bible in
the lives of many of his countrymen.
He had seen how cruel fighting men
kad been tamed. He had seen angry
men lose their hatred and become lov-
ihg and peaceful. Then one day in a
playful meod his dog tore two pages
out of that Bible and ate them. In
his dismay he eame rumning to the
missionary and said, “O Mr. Mission-
ary, my dog has eaten two pages out
of the Bible. My dog has eaten fwo
pages out of the Bible. What will T
do? What will I do¥’ Thinking that
the Indian was anxious for the Bible,
the missionary hastily assured him
that it did not matter, that he would
get him another Bible, But the In-
dian hastened to explain, “That is not
the trouble, Mr, Misgionary. My dog
has eaten two leaves from the Bible,
and now he won’t fight any more, and

LEist your readers on a Bible Year Chart.
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he won’t kill animals any more, and if
I don’t have a dog that will fight and
k3L, how am I going to hunt for food
in the woods any more$”

Of course, this is just an amusing
gtory, but it shows that even among
primitive people they recognize that
there is » strange power that brings
quietness and peace and safety wher-
ever the Bible goes,

It Tells the Beginning and Ending
- of Things

It tells how the world came into
being. It explains why. It tells us
what ig coming. It tells us how we
can escape the trouble and the judg-
went of this world, and find our way
into heavem, the eternal kingdom of
God. Tt is the only book that can
give us the origin and final end of the
world.

One day in a little village a new
preacher came to live. For years and
years the village folk had enjoyed
the simplicity of the' old-fashioned
preacher, who had just gome away,
and now they were thrilled to think
they were to have a college graduate
for their new pastor, a man versed in
the mysteries of Greek and Hebrew.
‘With great eagerness Mary and John
bought a brand-new Bihle and took it
with them to church; but the very first
Sunday he began to talk about how
men had diseovered that someé of the
stories of the Bible were simply fables
and myths, He ridiculed the idea of
the whale’s ever swallowing Jonah,
B0 when Mary and John gof home
they deeided to eut the book of Jonah
out of their new Bible, Why should
they have anything that was only
fahle in their Bible? The next Sun-
day the preacher enlarged on the mis-
takes of Moses; so when they got
home out came the books of Moses.
Bvery Sunday affer that some por-
tion of the Seripture wag ridietled,
and some portion of the Seripture cut
out, until at last, with almost nothing
left, Mary and John ecalled on their
pastor, They said, “We have been
trying to keep our Bible pure and free
from mistakes and legends and fairy
stories; so week by week we have eare-
fully cut away the things you have
said were false or questionable, and
now we are wondgring where you will
stop, for it is nearly all gone. If we
keep on very much longer, all we shall
have left is the covers.”

I am so glad, boys and girls, that
we have no fear in telling the world
why we believe the Bible and that we
believe it all. We believe it because
it is alive, because it prediets the fu-
ture, because it has power, and be-
cause it shews to us the way of sal-
vation,

wow

Tas first printed English Bible
came from the press in Oectober, 1535,
W

“CHARACTER is the poor man’s eapi-
tal”?

January, 1936

Prince Immanuel Needs
Our Juniors

(Program for January 18)

BY LOUISE ¢. ELEUSER

Soxg 8mrvIGE: Choose martial and
rally songs,

OrenING HONG: “The Ca;)taiu Calls
for You,” No. 75 in “Missionary
Volunteer Songs,”

ScriPTURE RrADING:
10-18,

PRAYER,

SPECIAL MUSIC.

REPORT OF SECRETARY.

OFFERING.

INTRODUCTORY TALER: ‘‘The
‘Who Beeame Captain.”

Sowa: “Christ Our Mighty Captain,”
No. 530 in “Christ in Song.”

TaLg: “Our Marching Orders.”

RECITATION : “The Aching Heart.”

ORGANIZATION OF SERVICE BAwDS. Seo
Note to Superintendents,

Sone: “God’s Youth Are Marching!®

Tark: “Joyful Service for Our Cap-
tain.”

TALE: “Overcoming Difficulties.”
CrosmNg Bowg: “Here Am I, Send
Me,” No. 641 in “Christ in Song.”

BENEDICTION,

Noie to Superintendents
Organdzing for Service—List on the
blackboard the missionary bands you
expect to organize, Have the name
of each leader, the “captain,” heading
the band. Explain the work of each
band., Suggestions may be found in

the Senior program, p. 21. Have a

plan by which you can assign each

Junior to a band. It might he well

for each capiain to eall together the

workers of hig band at the close of
the meeting. Don’t merely talk about
what you expect to do. Juniors lose
interest when there is delay. Begin
immediately. For the bhest resulis,
your band Ieaders should have been
previously appointed, and each leader
should have his plans*well in hand,
It pays to strike while the iron is hot.

The Prince Who Became
Captain

In order to help you to solve the
mystery of the tifle of today’s topie,
I will ask you to ture with me to Acts
5:31, 32, Ewer since Satan overcame
Adam and Eve, our world has been 2
battlefield. There are two camps—
Christ’s and Satan’s, It became nec-
essary for the Prince of heaven, God’s
only Son, fo head His forees, and so
become the Captain ef our salvation.
Satan is called “the prince of the
power of the air/’ as well ag “the
prince of this world.” Man sold him-
self to Satan, whe claims ownership
of our world, Jesns in persomal war-
fare with him carried off the victory
on Calvary.

Ephesiang 6:

Prince

Price, each, 10 eents,
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The battle did not end in Eden,
The' enemy of God wages a warfare
with each Individual soul, Whether
or not he guceeeds depends upon the
decision cach one makes, Man was
created a free moral being with the
power to choose, God safeguarded
him in hig choices by giving him a
will -and - power to e¥ercike it . All
through the ages the eonflict has been
raging, but it will sgon be ended.
Thergrand climax of this confliet will
be in the battle of Armageddon.

What beecomes s0 important to us
regarding this battle ig the fact that
we are living at the time when the
final triumphs for Jesus, our Captain,
will take place. Juniors, this is a
wongderfn} hour in the world’s history.
But are we ready for it? Already we
hear around us the tramp of young
people whom Satan ia lining up on his
gide, an innumerable army. Soms of
the advent Juniors, I fear, are watch-
Ing this great force, wondering whether
they will join them or stand out sol-
jdly for Prinee Immanuel.

The Call to the Colors

Byr hark! I hear the bugle call of
our Captain. (Hawe some one ready
to sound the bugle cail.) Listen
again! What do we hear? (A chorus
in the distance sings, “Christ, Cur
Mighty Captain’ or a similar rally
song.) Yes, we hear the voices of the
advent hand beckoning our Juniors to
fall in line. Let’s join them in the
chorug of the call to the colors of
Prince Immanuel. (AU sing the
choTHs.}

God’s Youth Are Marching!

(Tune: “Stand Up for Jesusl”)

Wam hear the sound of voleces borme on
the breezes fair;

Our advent youth are marching, they're
marching everywhere;

They come, thelr banners flying, pro-
claiming to the land,

Here is a mighty army, which no one
can withstand ! )

See Batan’s hosts all {remble whene'sr
they ralse their shout

They go into the battle; pee how he
flees in rout!

What strenpgth, what grace and heauty,
is casting out all fear, .

Each heart, each voice prociaiming,
Chrigt’s advent now is herel

Our rapks dare not be lagging; God’s
work we must speed on, i

If we our erowng would cherish or sing
the vlctor’s song ;

Bo join the marching army, Godw ad-
vent band of youth;

Yes, comé and presg the battle! March
ap, march or for truth!

T, B, Hirgt.
(Written for the Southern New BEng-

land Youth’s Conference, 1935.)
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- The Aching Heart

Tus world’s great heart is aching, ach-
lng flercely in the ni?ht,

And God alone can beal it, and God
dlone glve 1ght;

And the men to bear the message and
to preach the living word,

Are youl and I, my brothers, and all oth-
ers that have heard,

Can we cloge our eyes in glumber, can
we fold our hands at ease,

While the gates of night stand open to
the pathway of the geas?

Can we shut up our compassion, can we
leave one prayer unsaid,

Fre the gouls that sin has ruined have
been wakened from the dead?

O Volce of God, we hear Thee, abave
the wrecks of tlme;

Thine echoes roll around us, and the
mesgage is sublime ;

No power of men shall thwart us, no
stronghold us d!smag,

Far God commands obedlenee, and love
has led the way !

~~—Author Unknown,

JO};fu] Service for Our Captain

THE cause of Prince Tmmanuel has
never yet met defeat. We are assured
that the work of the advent yonth will
be equally crowned with suecess.
Josus Himself leads the battle. It is
a wounderful privilege to serve this
vietorious Prince. Each Junior should
do Mg task, ne matter how humble it
is, cheerfally snd well. Tis band
legder shonld be able to depend upon
him, While at his work, the Junior
kesps a gong im his heart. Evsr his
thoughts are on fulfilling the com-
mands of his Captain, Jesus.

Certain contracts for bridge build-
ing in the Sudan were given to Amer-
lcan bidders. Competitors offered to
do the work in a year’s time. The
Amerieans agreed to do it In three
months, The eomtract was given {o
them, and they completed the work
within the specified time, One of the
losing bidders later desired to know
the secret of the Americans’ success,
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“I wish you would tell me how you
ever got that work done in so short a
time. ¥ bave had those Sudanese on
other contraets, and I know I couldn’t
have done it. How did you ever do
it?’ The reply wss, “We had a band
of native musiciang playing the live-
liest music they lmew within earshot
of every crew of laborers, while their
foremen kept them gsteadily at the
work,”

Overcoming Difficulties
TaERE 18 much fruth in these lines:

“It is easy enough to be pleasant,
When lifs goes along like a song;
But the man worth whlle,
Is the man who can smile,
When everything goes dead wrong "

The difference between the way a
baby and a Christian meet difficultles -
is in the fact that the baby fusses and
cries to get them out of his way, and
the Christian recognizes them as bless-
ings and helps for his development.
(Bring out lessons from the ewamples
of men and women who overcame their
handicaps. See “The Ehythm of Our
Lwmitations,” p. 23.)

A certain town in Obio wasg plan-
ning to enlarge its Young Men's
Christian Association, Thousands of
young men needed very much the im-
provements thai organization i¥ sup-
posed to provide. A speaker from out
of town was enlisted to stir up en-
thusiasm for the project. e firgt
spoke to a man of influenes, whoe cor
dially agreed that it was'a fine thing,
“But,” hegaid, with an air of settling
the thing, “it can’t be done in ihis
town,” Anpther business man wag ap-
proached fer help. He listened atten-
tively, approved the plans, and agreed
upon the great need. Then seftling
back in his chair with the same alr of
finality, he, too, used the same words
and the same emphasgis: “It ean’t be
done in this town.” Several others
that day gave exactly the same com-
fort. Yt was then that the man who
had a vision of the great need of en-'
larging the “Y” concluded, “They are
right; it ean’t be done with them;
but it ean be done withous them.”
And it was done.

Oceasionally some boy or girl in the
Missionary Volunteer Soclety feels
that the very plans Jesus outlined for
the young people of our demomination
can’t be done in his sgeiety. That a
plan hasp’t worked previously, doesn’t
seftle the fact that it eannot smeeced
now, Hundreds of youth ave carrying

Order “The Junior Bible Year,” for each Junior, M. V. Leaflet 17, Price. per hundred, 60 cents,
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out the Bavicur's orders, They are re-
warded by seeing souls won to the
society and to the church. So let each
band begin with eourage and with a
determination to meet every difficulty
in the name of our Prince and Cap-
tain,

Our Marching Orders

Bur wait! Our Captain is a man
of order; He has His plans all laid;
He has some special instruetion for
those who must put forth eévery effort
in this closing conflict, Here comes a
messenger to read us the instruetion
sent hy our Leader through one of
His faithful servants. (A4 Junior en-
tors, and, with o galute, announces,

- %A Méssage From Captain Jesus.” He

then proceeds to read the following
messages [from the Spirit of proph-
eci.)

“Keep yourselves away from the
corrupting Influences of the world.
Do not go wnbidden to places where
the forees of the eneny are strongly
entrenched.—*Messages,’” p. 82

“Tha youth should seek God more
carnesily. The tempest is coming,
and we must get veady for its fury
by having repentance toward God and
faith toward our Lovd Jesus Christ.
The Lord will arise to shake terribly
the earth. We shall zee troubles on
all sides, Thousands of chips will be
hurled into the depths of the sea.
Navies will go dewn, and haman Yves
will be sacrifieed iy millions. Fires
will break out uwnexpectedly, and ne
human effort will be able fo quench
them. The palaces of earth will bhe
swept away in the fury of the flames.
Disasters by rail will become more
and morve frequent; confusion, eol-
ligion, and death without 8 moment’s
warning will eecur on the great lines
of travel. The end is near, probation
is elosing.”—Id., pp. 89, 90.

“Young men and young women, I
‘saw that God has a work for you to
do; take up your eross and follow
Christ. . . . God ealls upon you to
work, work for Him, . . . You ean
reach a class wlom the minister can-
not affect.”—Id., pp. 206, 207,

“Cannot you formn a band of work-
ers, and put forth umited ac-
tion ¥'— Id., p. 197,

“If there is a large number in the
church, let the members he formed
into small companies, to work not
only for the chureh members, but

The Church Officers’ Gazette

for unbelievers.”—T'estimonies,”” Vol.
VII, p. 22

‘What shall we say to the marching
orders of our Captain? Can He de-
pend npon our Juniors in this chureh?
Shall we respond by repeéating in umi-
ol our Junior Pledge? (Juniors
stand and repeat the pledge.)

oW

The Art of Making Friends

{Program for January £5)
BY OHRIS F. SORENSEN

Boxgs wFor Topay: “Like Jesus,”
“Would 1 Be (Called a Christian$”
“Living for Jesus,” “Father, Make
Us Loving,” and songs listed for
the Seniors, p. 23.

OPENING EXERCISES,

BisLE 8rorv: “The Friendship of
David and Jonathan” 1 Samuel.

MEMORY GEMS.

Srory: “The Two Friends
cuse””  (This story is
“Camping With the J. M,
Arthar W, Spalding, pp.

PoEM: “Be a Friend.”

gorssion: “Adventuring in Chris-
tian Friendship.” (Cull from the
Senior discussion, p. 24, all that
would be understood by and of in-
terest to Juniors.)

Pory: ‘“The Ohbligation of Friend-
ship.”

CLogive EXERCISES.

of Syra-
given in
V.s," by
215-220.)

Memory Gems

It is best to live as friends with
those in time with whom we would be
through all eternity —Fuller.

Purehase not friends by gifts; when
thou ceasest to give, such will eease to
love.—Fuller,

The friendships of the world are oft
confederacies in viee, ov leagues of
pleasure—dAddison,

False friends are like our shadow,
keeping close to us while we walk in
the sunshine, but leaving us the in-
stant we cress inte the sbhadow.—
Bovee.

Life is to be fortified by many
friendships. To love and to he loved
is the greatest happiness of existence.
—8ydney Smith.

Janunary, 1936

That friendship will not continue to
the end which iy begun for an end.—
Quarles,

A friend that yon have to buy won’t
be worth what you pay for him, no
matter what that may be~—6G. D.
Prentice.

The diffieulty is not so great to die
for a friend, as to find a friend worth
dying for.—Home.

Two persuns cannot long be friends
if they ecannot forgive each other’s
little failings.—Bruyere.

We choose onr friends for what
they are, not for what they have.—
8ir John Lubbock.

The only way to have a friend is to
be one~—Emerson.

Be a Friend

Br a friend. You don’t need money;
Just a disposition sunny :

Just the wish to help another

Get along some way or otler:

Just a kindly hand extended

Qut to one who's unbefriended ;

Just the will te glve or lend,

This will make you some one’s friend,

De a friend. You don’t need glory.
Iriendship is a simple atory.

Pags by tvifllag evrors blindly,

Gunze on honest effort kindly,

Clieer the youth who's bravely trying,
Pity tim who's gadly sighing ;

Just a little labor spend

On {he dutles of a friend.

De o friend. The pay Is bigger

(Though not written Ly a figure)

han 1s earned by people clever

In what's merely self-endeavor,

You'll have friends instead of neighbors

For the profits of your labors;

Yowll be richer in the end

Thaun n prinee, if yowre a friead.
—Rdgar A. Guest.

The Obligation of Friendsbip

You ought to be fine for the sake of the
folks
Wiho think yon ave fine.
If others have falth in yeu,
you're bound
‘To stlek to the llne.
It's not only on you that dishonor de-
#cends : .
You can’t hurt yourself without hurting
your Triends.

doubly

You ought to be true for the sake of the

Who belleve you ave true.
You never should stoop to n deed thai
your friends
Think you wouldn't do,
If you're false to pourself, he the blem-
fsh but small,
Yon have injured your friends; you've
boen false to them 11

ror friendship, my hoy, is a lLowd be-
tween men
That is founded on trath:
It belleves in the best of the ones thnt
i1 Yoves,
Whether old man or youlh;
And the sgtern cule 1t lays down for me
and for you
Is to Le what our friends think we are,
through and through,

—Hdgar 4. Guest.
W
“OnE example is worth a thousand
arguments,”

Order all supplies through your Book and Bible Hounse.
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for missions is taken.

These pages provide interesting and helpful material for church elders
and cenference workers in promoting foreign mission work, and may
be used on the second Sabbath of each month when the church oﬂ’erin%

Winning Their Affection

ITH all the dangers and

hardships, to the missionary

entering inte the villages
and homes of savage island tribes the
remuneration
must be the satisfaction and joy of
little by little winning the confidence
and affection of these really bright
and active people. Away ont in the
wilds of Central New Guinea, where
our missionaries but recently entered,
Missionary 8. H. Gander gives us a
glimpse into this regenerating proeess
going on in the hearts of these savage
tribes as he and hig family go in
among them and show them the better
way. He writes:

“Thig-is Babbath afternoon, and we
have just returned from a trip to a
village. We often cancel our young
people’s meeting and all go out and do
real misstonary work, We take some
medicine with us and a Picture Roll
It reqnires about ome hour and a half
to reach the village, and all travel is
done by feot,—no frams, trains, ete,
here.

“We met the people in their gar-
dens. After a rost and a little chat
we showed the Pieture Roll and gave
them a simple talk, They all sat down
and were really interested. They
asked my wife and Gwen to take off
their hats, They then admired their
hair and stroked it. They feel you
all over and say, “Papa” “Mama”
cte.

“Going along, one little boy told
Gwen that her skin was mase mase (mo
good), and that she shoutd rub it with
pigs’ grease, and the skin wonld go
tovely and black, Little girls from
gaven to sixteen follow me for miles,
and when I turn to toueh them they
run for their lives, Sometimes I hold
a little gir), and she will tremble like
a leaf, One child cried out from
fright, Often I give them a present
and they later beeome friendly. - :

“Our trip was suaceessful this after-
noon. We bronght back a lad about
gixteen, We are trying hard to buijld
up our school. We have some levely
litfle lads, and now that they are out
of these filthy villages, they look so
clean, and are becoming mueh inter-
ested in thelr sehool”

Visiting this same mission, Pastor

A, G, Btewart sends a word, showing
what confidenee the boys have in fhe
protection of simply belonging to the
party of the itinerating missionary:

“Tt would do the heart of the reader
mnteld good, could he join us for a
day or twoe on these rugged bush
tracks and ghare the spirit of ecom-
radeship displayed by our boys on the
march. ~ Little chaps from the ages of
ten to fourteen years, who have ve-
cently come away from their heathen
villages to become boarding stodents
at the school, bad only to be given
the opportunity to aceempany the
kakalaka pape (“big fella master
fromy Bydney’) to put them into a
happy expectant attitude. 8o, aceom-
panying the older boys, some of whomn
are married men, they each came
along to the mission houwse, and plae-
ing a piece of our outfit over the
shoulder, were soon on the trail, with
their short stumpy legs in a semitrot,
trying to keep pace with the rest of
the party.

“fn their heathen life they dare nof
veniare into a hostile tribe’s territory.
But now they were going with the
miggionary party, and although they
were individually unarmed they would
mareh on alead or fall inte the rear
with confident tread, displaying no
fear at all. Our interests seemed to
he theirs, and our comfort and care
their ehief eoncern. In striking eon-
trast to the people in the villages, they
moved about with their uicely eombed
hair, their white teeth, and their cleaw
valieops,

“Dop’t slack up in youmr offerings
for wmissions; the work ig gigantic
kere. Pray for us’”

Diamonds ot Uganda
W. T, BarrneTr, ficld seevetary of
the Northern European Division, in
vigiting in the Upper Nile Union Mis-
sion, tells of some’ very excellent peo-
ple eoming in to join the workers in
the Uganda- Mission field:

“Y met the brother who had been a
worker in another mission, but who,
when he taught his ehureh to keep the
Sabbath, was promptly relieved of his
position. He suddenly found himself
without a home or farm, He has a
home now, but before he built that, he
put np a struectnre in whieh he eonld
gather those who listened to hig teach-
ing, He hag done goed work, and he
is mow being sent into a larger ficld.
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“Tr the Fastern Provinee, where
Brother Rye Anderson has built a
mijsgion station, I saw a man and hig
wife baptized. Fu his zeal Brother
Anderson had already built a place
on his farm to serve as a chureh or
sehool. After the baptismu we held a
service there, which was well attended
by his neighbors. The local chief, a
Roman Catholic, wanted to know what
thie new building was for, and learning
of its intended use, ordered it to be
torn down. The wark still went on,
however, and the angry chief threat-
ened to burn it down himself, But
the Dbuilding was eompleted, and we
expeet to see a eompany of witnesses
raiged up there.

“My talks in the Eastern Provinee
were translated by a man who is the
court interpreter. He is interosted in
the truth, and translated well, but oe-
castonally I led him into deep waters
where he lost his fopting, It was not
s0 in the Kampala distriet. There
Aghe. who is now employed by the
mission, was never at a loss, It way
a joyful experienee for me; he eaid
it was for him; and the eongregations
goened to enjoy it also. Ashe, who is
named after a missionary in Uganda,
had been a sineere Christian for years,
Brother Anderson has teld how he be-
came stirred over the question of bap-
tism, and finding ne one te Immerse
him, went down, with a like-minded
friend, into the water where they bap-
tized each other. When the truth
came to him, Ashe was in the employ
of a Buropean, earning a good wage,
but in spite of the offers of the em-
ployer and the entyeaties and warn-
ingse of his friends and relatives, he
stepped ont in faith, with no prospeet
of other work. When at length he
was given some translation to do for
the mission, and earned in a month
Yess than one sixth of his fermer wage,
he felt he was the happiest man in,
Uganda. I expect that Ashe will help
us to win many of the best people of
Uganda. Many know and respeet
him.

“At Mityana we were invited to
Innech with the local chief. We went,
aud found that the principal of the
mission school in that district had
been invited to meet us. Roth he and
the chief spoke English well. After
lunch we all gathered in the chief’s
sitting reom, and there was an ani.
mated conversation for over an hewr.
His wife and sister were present, and
an elderly lady alse eawe in. She
was modestly but well dressed, had
the bearing of an educated Christian
woman, and when she took part in
the eonversation spoke to the point
aud wag listened to w'th respeet. T
Jearned afterward that she was an
aunt of Ashe’s. The cceasion was a
revelation f0 me of what African
Christian soeial life might beeome, T
had scen mothing equal to it before,
and T am more than ever convineed
that if we support the work in Uganda
liberally, we shall win some of the
best elements of Uganda life, and find
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them a powerful aid iz doing stronger
work in the surrounding ecountries.”

Loyalty to the Sabhath Eewarded

DizEcror T, M, Anaus of the West
Visayan Mission, Philippines, tells us
of the experiences in Sabbathkeeping
of one Francigeo Corridor in that
field. Francizeo was employed by an
American auto firm dealing in parts,
For a time he was faithful to his bap-
tismal vows; then he gave up the Sab-
hath. At camp meeting his heart was
again won:

“One day Francisco got a letter
from his manager demanding that he
either work on Saturday or resigm.
The following Sabbath was pay day.
As usual Franelsco did mot appear.
But on. Monday he went back to work,
and ealled for his wages. His money
was withheld hecause he did not get
it on Saturday.

“With his wife and one child he
ecame over to the misgion office 1o see
me, They had decided to go back to
their old home, and work for their
relatives. We bhad a good season of
prayer,

“The next day he returned his key
to the mapager with the property that
wad under his charge and said, ‘Mr.
~—— if you don’t give me my salary,
I can’t help it; I am going’ His
magager in the heat of his feeling
gaid to him four times, ‘You are very
foolish to enter that kind of religion,’
and told him to get his salary the next
Saturday. Franeiseo answered calmly,
‘That is what I believe, and I can do
no other way’ The manager stopped
short and seemed for a moment fo be
unable to speak. Then he wrote a
note and gave it to Francisco to hand

“to the eashier who in turn promptly
paid our hrother his galary, And then
the manager told him to return at
2 p M,

“In the afternoon he said to TFran-
eisco, “Can you falk? ‘I don't know
what you mean,’ angwered Francisco.
‘I mean are you afraid to meet peo-
ple? Tranciseo said, T don’t know
that I am; anyhow I ean try meeting
people.” At that, Franciseo was pro-
maoted to the responsible work of a
eollector on o sepsrate island, one of
the richest seetions of thig group, He
was to have an auto with all expenses
paid, and $1.25 per day added to his
salary.

“Before he left hiz manager, he
said, ‘Mr, , there is one thing T
am not clear about. That is about
Saturday work.” The manager replied,
‘T want you to work on Sunday, Mon-
day, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,
a?f& Iriday; Safurday you may have
off? -

“Francisen was very happy that his
prayer had been answered, aud that
now he would he so sitwated that he
woitld be able to do more missionary
work.”

The Church Officers’ Gazette

The Book Saved Her Life
Ir was down in Colombia, South
Amaerica, that this recently took plaece:
“Some time ago one of our sisters
gave a copy of the hook ‘Alone With

God’ to a friend. This lady read the
book, and felt its uplifting influence

“in hgr life,

“One day a nurse, an American
lady, came to her home agking for
work or food, This friend had no
work, but kindly gave her a good
meal, and then thought of the help
she had received from reading this
book. She lent her treasure to this
nurse, who seemed in despair,

“The nurse promised to read it.
When she returned the book afier a
few days, she said, ‘Do you know that
hook hag saved my life? I had made
up my mind that life was not worth
living. I was out of work and starv-
ing, and had decided to finish my life
hy taking poison, hut when I vead
that book it pave me a nmew hope. I
thought God had forgotten me, and T
had determined to make an end of all,
but now God has given me g hope of
sternal life’”

In Interior Brazil

Mrgstowary A, N, Avumw, who pio-
neered in opening a wmission among
the Indians farther in the interior
of Brazil, because of failing health
came bhack out and settled at Vian-
nopolis. From this point he has trav-
eted by muleback over a wide range
of territory, meeting with the people
where possible, with results he will
now tell ug of:

“T have just returned from another
trip of over three hundred miles on
muleback, I think it was the hardest
frip in my life, hecause of the heavy
rains, the mud, and the swollen
sireams, and the almost eomplete lack
of aeccommodations among the people
where we were. Yot it was one of the
best trips of my life, for the power
of God was so agbundantly manifest,
Many in several places gained eom-

late and immediate vietory aver sim,

e gaw indications of the latter rain.
In the places visited we left some
sixty preparing for baptism. And in
several other plaees in the state the
people are also preparing for bap-
tigm, Tn all, T have the kmowledge of
more than a hundred seattered over
the state who are studying in prepara-
tion for baptism, Burely God is visit-
ing this needy field. Except on the
tr1ps between places, I preached from
one to four times a day. The people
simply left their work and gave their
time {o hearing the word, or in taking
me from house to house, and in cach
place they wanted a meeting. T only
wish T were young and strong again
to follow up these interests. The first
three weeks I was out I kept very
well, but when I became tired, T took
cold sleeping in a corncrib with my
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clothes wet from fording a awollen
river., This made it very diffieult for
me to continue speaking. Now 1 am
at home again resting, so that soon I
can gtart on another trip,

“My greatest trouble iz to get ami-
nials that will stand the road. Horses
simply cannot do it. It ig diffienlt to
get mules equal to the task,

“In the capital some new believ-
ers organized themselves into a Sah-
bath school, and are calling for help.
From the church at Riachao, which I
visited last year, they write asking
that I come bhack, as twenty more
people desire haptism. During the
dry season I plan to go there again.
Three years ago, I visited Rio Verde,
eighty leagues to the south., The
people there are agaim calling for
help. If God gives me strength, I
hope to visit all these places this year.”

A Colporteur’s Sunday Experience

Ovur missionary colporteure, God’s
naoble vanguard, meet with many an
interesting experienece, Here is one,
both suffered and enjoyed, by a native
bookman in Nyasaland, Afriea:

“A colporteur, on arriving one Bun-
day at a village in which was a large
church belonging to another denomi-
nation, decided that, as the majority
of the people were aitending service,
he would do likewise. When the serv-
ices were over, our hrother asked the
native minister if he might canvass
his flock. He handed a copy of his
book to him for hiy inspection, After
a quick glance through the hook, the
minister turned te our good hrother,
and, in a loud voice, roundly herated
him for hig impudenece in wanting to
gell that book te his congregation.
“You are a deceiver; we don’i want
your books here!” he exclaimed. ®o
emphatic did he beeome that the peo-
ple, who by this time had almost all
left the church, began to file hack to
learn what the shouting was about.
Soon our brother was hemmed in by a
crowd of people all aaning o see
what kind of book it was that their
minister was condemning so vehe-
mently.

“That the people might have the
cpportunity of judging for themselves
what kind of hook it was, our
brother eanvassed the nearest man to
him—in 4 volee which earried far
afield, Tt happened that the one omr
brother had chogen to canvags wag a
deacon of the church. This good fel-
low listened quietly to the eanvass and
carefully noted the passages and pie-
tures pointed out by our brether. At
the conchigion of the canvass the dea-
con purchased two copies of ths book,
and then turning te the erowd behind
him, recoromended that they get copies
for themselves.

“The minister’s secolding, plus the
deacon’s recommendation, resulted in
good successy for our brother, for he
gold thirty coples of his hook that
norning.” Mission Boaan,
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