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Strong Leadership Needed

entering upon its final contest

with the pewers of darkness, the
cause of God needs strong, courageouns
men,—men of fajth, of prayer, of
power ag leaders. God is calling for
men whom He may endow richly by
His Holy Spirit so that they may ac-
complish the definite task assigned the
church in these last of the “last days,”
when the world is to hear its final
call to repentance. In the past the
Lord has found loyal sexvants in times
of crises, and He will without doubt
find loyal servants now,

]I[N these days when the gospel is

Qualified ELeaders Used of God

Notably, in some instances, these
men destined for meeting gospel
emergencies, as well ag natjonal crises,
have been selected, even before their
birth, for posts of leadership, Moses,
born for the deliverance of Israel
from Egypt, was trained by the Lord’s
special providences for eighty years,
and was then called and sent unto
Pharaoh with the message, “Thus
saith the Lord, Israel is My son. . ..
Let My son go, that he may serve
Me.” Israel was brought forth, and
on time, too. Distrustful of self, hum-
e, and obedient, this mighty leader,
so wondrously chosen and used of
God, stands forth as one of the great-
est among men, “And therc arose not
a prophet sinee in JTerael like unto
Moses, whom the Lord knew face to
face.” Deut. 34:10.

Joshma followed. Hig leadership,
under the direction of the mighty un-
seen Captain, stands forth as another
example of what God is able to ac-
complish through one who coura-
geously carries out divine instruetion,
Tt took Israel but a short time affer
Moses’ death, to diseover that God

was with Joshua as He had been with
Moses. This was all they required
te command their allegience and loy-
alty. “Only the Lord thy God be
with thee, as He was with Moses,”
were their words, Their loyalty is
expressed in the words, “All that thou
commandest us we will do, and
whithersoever thou sendest us, we will
go.” And as to the rvesulting influ-
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ence of the life of this man upon
whom was bestowed a portion, at
least, of the spirit actuating Moses,
we read: “And Israel served the Lord
all the days of Joghua, and all the
days of the elders that overlived
Joshua.”
Sirict Discipline Used in L.eader-
ghip Training

Then there were Joseph and David,
other outstanding leaders, in days
when Ierael needed right examples

set Dbefore them in determined and
steadfast Joyalty to God, with strong
worldly currents of sin and iniquity
flowing in the opposite direction. Les-
song for men of God who are chosen
for leaders today, are couched in the
stern experiences through which Jo-
seph and David were led by the Tord
in being fitted for their positions of
trust in His service.

Then there stands forth in Holy
Writ and history another mnotable
leader among nations, ramed up by
Heaven for the punishing of that
mighty kingdom of Babylon, which
migused the power lent it. This leader,
Cyrus the Persian, was named, and
hig eareer was mapped out by the Lord
more than a century before his birth,
God signally led that man, though he
knew it not. He was used not only
in subduing proud nations, but in ac-
complishing other purposes of the
Most High, opening the way for free-
ing Tsrael from captivity, and restor-
ing to them thelr lost inheritance im
the Promised Land.

The Master Still Searching for
ders

Lea

So today the Lord is lecking for
leaders, men who have an ‘“under-
standing of the times,” men who
“know what Israel ought to do.” TIn
the following quotations we have gome
of the characteristics that are essen-
tial in those whom God would select
to have the oversight of His work.
Some in posts of larger responsibility,
some in smaller, are called forth from
the ranks, t0 lead Israel on to victory
in “such a time” as this:

“As Hatan’s power inereases, and his
devices are multiplied, skill, aptness,
and sharp generalship should be ex-

eveised by those in charge of the flock
of God, .. . The word is, Go forward;
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discharge your individual duty, and
leave all consequences in the hands of
God. If we move forward where
Jesus leads the way, we shall gee Iis
triumph, we shall share His joy. We
must share the conflicts, if we wear
the crown of vietory’—“Testimo-
aies,” Vol. ¥V, p. 71,

“The leaders in God's oause, as
wise gemerals, are to lay plang for
advance moves all along the line. In
their planning they are to give spe-
cial study to the work that can be
done by the laity for their friends and
neighbors”—‘Gospel Workers,” pp.
851, 369.

“The time and strength of those
who in the providence of God have
been placsd in leading positions of
responsibility in the chureh, should
be spent in dealing with the weightier
matters demanding special wisdom
and largeness of heart. If is not in
the order of God that such men should
be appealed to for the adjustment of
miner matters that others are well
gualified to handle. . . . When echoos-
ing seventy elders to share with him
the responsibilities of leadership,
Mones was careful fo select, as his
helpers, men possessing dignity,
sound judgment, and experience’—
“Aots of the Apostles,” pp, 93, 94.

Here are the kind of leaders our
Captain is looking for:

“Today the Baviour ealls us, as He
called Matthew and John and Peter,
to His work. If our hearts are
touched by His love, the question of
compensation will not be uppermost
in our minds. . . . The time demands
greater efficlency and deeper eonse-
eration. I ery to God, Raise up and
send forth messengers filled with a
sense of their respomsibility, men in
whoge hearts self-idelatry, which lios
at the foundation of all sin, has been
erucified; who are willing to eonse-
crate themselves without reserve to
God’s servies; whose souls are alive
to -the saeredness of the work and the
responsibility of their calling; who
are determined net to bring to God
8 maimed saerifice, which costs them
neither effort nor prayer.”—"“Gospel
Workers,” p. 114,

Of our divine Leader, every leader’s
pattern, it is written:

“The Savipur never suppressed the
truth, hut He uttered it always in
love. In His intercourse with others,
He exereised fhe greatest tact, e
was always kind and thoughtful. He
was never rude, never needlessly spoke
a gevere word, never gave unnecessary
pain to a sensitive soul. . . . He bore
Himself with divine digmity; yet He
bowed with the tenderest compassion
and regard to every member of the
family of God. He saw in all, seuls
whem it was His missien to save, ' —
Id., p. 117,

And successful leaders in the chureh
today, unto whatever station they may
be ecalled in service, will follow their
TLeader. T. E. B.
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The Deadly Sin of Backbiting

In the Bible we find a direet com-
mand abouf backbiting: “Thou shalt
not go up and down as a talebearer
among thy people.”” Lev, 19:16. This
eommand’ is just as positive as the
command, “Thou shalt not steal.”

Panl, referring to certain persons
who were careless with their tongue,
said: “The poison of asps is under
their lips.” Rom. 3:13. The agp is
8 reptile whoge poisom Is so deadly
and rapid in its operation that it kills
almost instantly.

Solomon speaks of geven things that
the Lord hates, Among fthem iz the
gin of sowing “discord among breth-
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Home Missionary Day,
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Second Sabbath Missions
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M.V. Day and Week of
Prayer, March 12-19

“Watchman' Campaign,
March 26-April 2

Thirteenth Sabbath Offering,
March 26

{Souithern European Divizsien)

March, 1938

honoreth them that fear the Lord, He
that gweareth to his own hurt, and
changeth not. He that pufteth not
out his money to usury, ner taketh re-
ward against the innoecent. He that
doeth thess things shall mever be
moved.” Here the backbiter iy ex-
cluded from ahiding in the tabernacle
of God, and dwelling in the holy hill
of Zion. He that taketh up a re-
proach against his neighbor cannot
receive the approval of God.”—“Testi-
montes,” Fol. ¥, p. 615.

But, thank God, there is a remedy
for this terrible sin of talebearing and
backbiting—not only a remedy, but a
eure. It takes more than an outward
applieation fo effect a cure of this
canoerous condifion of scandalmonger-
ing. The Lord says: “A new heart
algo will I give you” That ig what
is needed—a new heart, a rebirth, A
new heart will bring a new life, new
conduct, and a new tongue.

But to get away from this sin, eer-
tain things must be done. The guilty
person must repent. This invelves
eonfession, and so far-as it is possible,
restitution. One must confess not
ouly to God, but to the persem in-
jured. After having done this, he
ghould keep the mind free from sus-
picion, for suspicion leads to evil-
speaking. And then he should refuse
to have anything to de with tale-
bearers. Lovuis HAUSWICK,

yr—

ren” Prov. 6:17, 19. Tike the
enemy sowing tares in his neighbor’e
field, so the talebearer sows hiy sean-
dal and critieism in the church and
eommunity, The result is that the
work of God is disgraced, reputations
are ruined, and the church is filled
with discord. One writer has said
that backbifing is “a deadly, blight-
ing, blasting thing, whiech hag called
down upom itself the seversst con-
demnation of God, and is hated and
loathed by all decent folk who would
walk fhe highest level of moble liv-
ing”

The Lord, through His servant, has
gent us these solemn gtatements:

“Lord, who shall abide in Thy tab-
ernacle? who shall dwell in Thy hely
hill? He that walketh uprightly, and
wotrketh righteousness, and speaketh
the truth in his heart, He that baek-
biteth not with his tongue, nor doeth

evil to his neighbor, . . . in whose eyes
a vile person is contemned; but he
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The Home Missionary Department

Suggestive Pr&gram for Sabbath

Service, March 5, 1938

OPENING SeNg: “Precions Promise,”
No. 601 in “Christ in Song.”

BIBLE AND TESTIMONY STUDY: “Yead-
ership, the Oall of the Hour.,”

PrAVER.

CrURCHE MISSIONARY SECAErARY’S RE-
POERT.

OrFERING  rFoR HoME
WORK. )

Sont: “I Remember Calvary,” No. 305
in “Chrigt in Bong.”

Reaping: “Fundamentals of Leader-
ship.”

REapiNg: “The Unstinted Gift of
Leadership.”

ReapiNg: “Leadership in the Mis-
sionary Volunteer Sotiety.”

Brcrzamion: “Leaders Wanted.”

READING : “Duties of Missionary Lead-
ors.”

ReaDING: “Where the Responeibility
Lies”

REMARKS by the church missionary
leader, baged on “¥A Weary Leader’s
Dream.” (Call for eooporation.)

Crosmg Sone: “Ile Leadeth Me,” No.
677 in “Christ in Song.”

MISSIONARY

BENEDICTION,
¥ ¥
Leadership, the Call of the
Hour

BY STREN RABSMUSSEN

WHEN the Lord in His earthly min-
istry wad in need of leaders, He found
and trained men wherever Ife went,
and assigrcd to each one definite tasks.

LEADERSHIP ::

Special Symp(;sium Number

We are to follow the Master’s ex-
ample in the impeorfant work of frain-
ing men for responsible service in Hia
cause. There iz urgent need of de-
veloping an efficient staff of leaders
for the varions phases of missionary
endeaver in gur churehes, Tt iz very
impertant that charch boards give
careful study to this question. With
proper leadership in a church, every
memhber may beceme an active sounl
winner. Every church iz ealled to be-
come 2 training school for Christian
workers. But leaders are needed as
never before to perform this training
work.

We are presenting herewith a very
brief study on the question of leader-
ship as one of the cutstanding calls of
the hour, referring to a few texts of
Seripture and queting some very brief
statements from the Spiril of proph-
ecy on this timely topie,

1. What responsibllity was com-
mitted to man at creation?
Answer: That of dominion. Gen.

1:26.
2. What was to be Iarael’s place
among the natfions?

Answer: That of leadership. Deut.
98:1, 13, 14.

3. What leadership was required of
Israel among the nationg?

Answer: BEx, 18:19-26,

4, What success attended Tsrael
under this leadership?

Answer: Joshna 21:43-45,

5. How is leadersbip often desig-
nated in the New Testament?

Answer: Stewardship, Lake 15:48,

6. What is expected of God’s leaders
today?

Answer: 1 Cor. 4:1) 2,

7. What will the faithful leader re-
qunire of every believert

Answer: 1 Peter 4:10,

8, What speeific work ig to be dome
by the leaders of the church?

Amnswer: “Those who stand as lead-
ers in the chareh of God are to realize
that the Savigur’s eommission is-given
to all who holieve in Hig name. God
will send forth into His vineyard many
who have mot heen dedicated to the
ministry by the laying on of hands,
Hundreds, yea, thousands who have
heard the message of salvation are
gHll idlers in the market place when
they might be engaged in some line
of active service’—“decls of the
Apostles,” pp. 110, 111,

9, What is the divine program for
Christian leaders?

Answer : “The leaders in God’s eause

A BRIEF WORD OF EXPLANATION

CCORDING to an acfion taken by the General Conference Com-
wittes, Religious Liberty Day, which had been assigned for
Marceh 5, has been advanced to January 15, thus leaving the first

Sabbath in Mareh free for the congideration of some other topie. The

first Sabbath of the month is the regular Home Missionary Sabbath,
and this change therefore gives us an additional epportunity to pre-
sent a topic on which we had not eounted. We would suggest that the
matter presented in this issuve of the GAZETTE on leadership be made
use of in connection with the S8abbath program fer March b,

Tt will be noticed that the March igsue of our church officers’ paper
is a special symposium number on leadership, We congider this a
most timely subjeet and are glad for the opportunity to give it more
oxtensive consideration than would have been possible through the
GazZETTE, had it not been for the fact that the Religious Liberty pro-
gram material has bheen left out of its columms, We greatly appre-
ciate the courtesy of the editor of the GAZETTE in adapting his editorial
in harmony with the plan, and also of Professor Alfred W. Petersen,
the general seeretary of the Missionary Volunteer Department, in
furnishing the special arbicle which appoars in this section, and to
all whose articles and suggestions bave contributed to the preparation
of this apecial nuraber, we are most grateful,

HoMe MisstoNARY DEPARTMENT.
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as wise generals are to lay plans for
advance moves all along the line. In
their planning they are to give speeial
study to the work that.can be done
by the laity for their friends and
neighbors,”—“Testimonies,” Vol. IX,
pp. 176, 117

10. What are some of the essentials
to true leadership?
. Answer: “The laborer for souls
needs consecration, integrity, intelli-
gence, industry, energy, and tact.
Possessing these gualifications no man
can be inferior. Instead, he will have
a commanding influence for good.”’—
“Gogpel Worlsers,” p, 111,

W

Fundamentals of Leadership
BY A, W. CORMACK

LEADERSHIP in Jhe cauwse of Godis a
great honor, and brings to those whe
share it as laborers together with God
& grave responsibility. In this move-
ment we have more leaders per capita
than perhaps any other ehurch ox-
ganization. This i8 because the
burden bearing of the work of the
church in our plan of organization is
so well distributed. As leaders, church
officers should understand clearly and
practice consistently the prineciples of
true leadership as woven into the plan
of ehnrch organization which God has
given to this people.

The following passages from the
Spirit of prophecy witness strongly fo
the importamcs of a proper under-
standing of church organization:

“We sought the Lord with earnest
prayer that we might understand His
will, and light was given by His Spirit,
that there must be order and thorough
diseipline in the chureh,—that organ-
ization was essential. System and
order are manifest in all the works of
God throughout the universe. Order is
the law of heaven, and it shonld be the
law of God’s people on the earth,”—
“Testimonies to Ministers” p. £6.

“0 how Satan would rejoice if he
could succeed in his efforts to get in
among this people, and disorganize the
work at a time when thorsugh organ-
ization is essential, and will bo the
greatest power to keep out spurious
uprisings, and fo refute elaims not en-
dorsed by the word of God! We want
to hold the lines evenly, that there
shall be no breaking down of the
system of organization and order that
has been built up by wise, careful
labor.”—*“Gospel Workers,” p. 487.

It is important that attention be
paid to established policies and eare-
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fully developed regulations for the
guidance and stability of the work,
but accepted policies and guiding
regulations can be better followed and
mere helpfully adhered to when funda-
menial prineiples and basic realities
are elearly kept in view.

A mistaken conception of the form
of church government that is ours
leads to many mistakes and irregu-
larities. Some sincere members, in an
effort to preserve system and order in
the work and in the hope of achieving
better results in the giving of the
message, favor & monarchical or auto-
eratic form of chuareh government,
reasoning that those occupying offices
of responsibility in the church sheuld
have pewer to exercise personal au-
thority, directing aflfairs inm the work
of the church according te their own
individual judgment. Others, perceir-
ing the dangers inheremt in such a
plan, advocate what is termed a demo-
cratic form of church government,
wherein the work and influence of the
individual is largely discounted and alt
authority for plans and decisions is
vested in “the people”

The monarchical or autoeratic ont-
line leads to a spirit of domination,
and repeated warnings have been
given against it; while the sc-called
democratic form often tends to the dis-
paragement of irue leadership and a
spirit of independence which ix equally
dangerous, :

Neither of these forms of govern-
ment is good enough for the church of
Jesus Christ. Of the two, the appeal
to the spirit of democracy finds favor
with most. But while the essential
principles of democracy find their
place in any system of true church
organization, a brief examination of

i Y

Leaders Wanted

“Tan world ig looking for hearts that
are true,

Iror spirits both great and sublime;
For workers that rvise above all the fogs
That shadow the hilltops of time;
For mew who can measule the world’s

greatest need
With falth that Is strong, clear, and
brave,
Who can give up their all g0 the mes-
sage may go
On its mission to help and to save.

“The world is looking for strong, honest
guth

¥
Who gtand in the light of today
With vision that looks above and beyond
The briars that border their way,
With proggctive hearts to rise up and

Great souls, with refleetions of light,
T'o lead men upward and on to the end,
And out of the worid’s darkest night.”?

3
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the very bost definition of the word, as
applied to earthly governments, will
serve to diselose its inadequaey where
tho affairs of God’s church on ecarth
are concerned,

A good and accepted definition of a
democraey is, “A government of the
people, by the peopls, for the people.”
Much ag there is in this conception of
safe and effective government for the
kingdoms of earth that may be com-
mended, it will be seen at a glance that
it falls far short of what is needed for
things that pertain to the kingdem of
God. ¥A government of the peopls, by
the people, for the people” truly
promises much from and for the
people, but it leaves God out of the
matter entirely. Ilis church on earth
is not so constituted in its government.
It is rather, “a government of the
people, by God, fer and through His
people.”

In this glance at fundamentals of
chureh leadership, therefore, we find
that the form of churehh government
ordained and established by the
Master Himself is neither monarchi-
cal on the one hand nor democratic on
the other, as these torms are commonly
understood, thowugh mueh that is good
that pertains to both systems may be
found incorporated in one way or an-
other in the plan eof chureh govern-
ment mapped out by the Lord. The
church is mowhere called “The Mon-
archy of Christ,” nor is it anywhere
termed “The Democracy of Christ.”
It is declaved to be “The Bedy of
Christ.” “Now ye are the body of
Christ, and members in partieular.”
1 Cor, 12:27. This iz fundamentally
signifiecant and important, The figure
of a body, used so frequently by in-
spiration to represent the church,
opens up to us a beautiful econeeption
of the unity and perfeetion of the
form of chureh government that Jesus,
who iz Himself “the Head of the
body,” has designed for the well-being
of His people living here upon the
earth and associated in chureh fellow-
ghip.

‘.,,
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The Unstinted Gift of
Leadership

BY . B, HAYNES

I my experience T find a stupen-
dous amount of wailing in many of
our churches because they do not have
leaders for this or that line of church
work. I find it im both small and
large ehurches. One of the greatest
problems confronting the nominating
committees ab the end of the year is
the problem of -finding leaders. Tor a
number of years I was pastor of a
large church which had a membership
of over eleven hundred. The greatest
ery in that enormous congregation,
where there were scores and hundreds
of people of superior talent and train-
ing, was, Where ean we find Jeaders?

I do not believe that ery is justifi-
able anywhere among this peoplo.
There i3 not a place in the United
States, or in any other nation, where
leadership docs mot exist. Slart any
political party, anywhere, and that
party will find leaders for its work, Tt
matters not how small the place may
be or how wild the scheme promoted,
leaders will spring up overnight., The
railroads penetrate the wost back-
woods sections of the country, and in
avery little village there is some one
to act as station waster. Get three
boys on the school ground, and one
will lead the other two; or, if there
are only two, one will take charge of
the other., Every duck that waddles
over the barnyard follows a leader,
and for every flock of wild gecse there
is & leader.

Leadorship is everywhere. If there
is one gift that God has planted in the
human heart more widely than anether,
it iz the gift of leadership. I cammot
be convinged that it is entirely absent
in our churches. The trouble iz, wo
are not looking for it; we are not
causing it to funetion by placing ve-
sponsibility where it helongs.

Training Leaders

The reason we are not developing
leadership is that we, as officers, take
responsibilities upon ourselves and
feel that there is no one else to do
the work., It is agtonishing to see the
results which come from plaecing ve-
sponsibility upon the man available—
be he a farmer who has not had special
training, or a2 mechanic who has never
been through the higher grades. When
such 1men sense the responsibility
which has been entrusted to them, they
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will rise to the oceasion and do the
work in a splendid way.

There was a time when Jesus was
in need of helpers, and it s interesting
to note how IHe obtained them, He
went in search of them, He found
them, He showed them the fields white
for harvest. Then He trained those
chosen helpers by a process which
enabled them to diseover their own
powers of leadership. Jesus assigned
to cach helper a definite task, and
patiently hore with him jn his mis-
takes, pointing out the Detter way.
He saw the weakness of Peter, and
He also saw his strength. He knew
the doubting mature of Thomas, yet
recognized his loyalty.

We are to follow the Master's ex-
ample in the important work of train-
ing men for responsible service in His
eauge, There are many individuals in
our churches weaker tham Peter and
more doubting than Thomas, who may
be trained for successful leadership if
we are willing to bear patiently with
them, but who will he lost to God’s
gervice if unseeing eyes and unfriendly
hearts deal with them roughly and un-
sympathetically, Most men need to
be made strong, rather than set
gtraight. Place responsibility upon
men. Assigh them definite tasks, Tt
is surprising how leadership will de-
velop under responsibility. Let us not
fear to incur some risks with prospee-
tive workers. Theory canmot be
turned imbo practice without some
form of trial. In supplying the ehurch
with leaders, men must be tried; and
the opportunity to hccome a leader
should he given every follower of
Christ, The way in which he rclates
himself te such opportunity, demon-
strates to whal extent latent powers of
leadership can be awakened.

We must train the officerg and lead-
crs in our churches Lo meet their duties
and respomsibilities. When once we
place responsibility upon them, let
us gee to it that we do not rcassume
the responsibility. Make the leaders
fight their own bhattles. Let us have
confidence in them, and make {hem
understand that we have eonfidence in
them, We must never go over their
heads to adjust matters in ihe fleld
which has been placed in their eharge.
Let us learn to say “we” instead of
“T,” and let the operation of the
church become “our” task rather than
“my” tagk. Let it be “our” field in-
stead of “my” fleld. If the work

5

succeeds, Iet it be “our” success in-
stead of “my” success. If if fails, let
it be “our” failure, rather than “your?”
failure,

The stability of our work depends
upon the giving of due recogmnition
and regard to the responsibility of
officers and leaders. The training of
efficient leaders iz our holiest and most
profitable taslk.

oo

Leadership in the Competent
Church

A coMpETENT church has not only
good pastoral leadership, but also a
properly developed, well-trained, lay
loadership, A regiment of soldiers
that had only & colonel and some hun-
dreds of men would partake more of
the character of a mob than it would
of the character of a well-disciplined
body of trained men. It iz developed
into a disciplined body because the
colonel hag two Heutenant-colonels and
several majors. They have a captain
and several lieutenants for every com-
pany, and then under them are ger-
geants and corporals for the squads
and files, The whole group are under
the supervision of fully trained offi-
eerg, and the mob aspecty disappear,
giving place to a semse of digeipline
and  responsibility individually lo-
cated. The average chureh is in-
competent in the face of its task he-
cause there iz only a pastor, gome un-
frained lay officials, and the mass of
members., TFhere ig no developed sense
of aceountamlity—F. 4. dgar.

Note to Leaders

The program as ouflined on page 3
is altogeiher too heavy for one Sab-
bath-moyning serviee, but it represents
a symposium of excellent articles, such
as is not often pregented through the
GazeTTE. May we request that you
adapt the material to meet the requive-
ments of an interesting and inspiring
gervice. Pleage vead every article in
this issue of the GAZETIE very cave-
fully—not only those mentioned in the
program—so a8 to be able to weave in
the most helpful suggestions. Special
attention is called to the articles em-
titled “Efficiency in Church Misgion-
ary Leadership,” setting forth the ex-
pericnce of T. L. Dennison, of Capitol
Heights (Maryland) church, and “The
U.8. Mail Evangelist,” by Wilson V.
Marsh, of Aledo, Il

Gen. Conr. HomE Misg. Drer,



Leadership in the M.V. Society

BY ALFRED W. PETER{ON

ApvENTIST Yyouth, as well as the
youth of the world, find themsslves
confronted with problems which make
them eager for wise, inspiring leader-
ship. Developments in edueation, in
industry and the trade unmions, in
soeial relationships, in political phi-
losophy, and in internationsl relations
make young people wonder what the
future holds before them.

In this time of unusual need, the
Missionary Volunteer Bociety is called
upon to do a special work for the
young people of the chureh, If the
soeiety is to meet the ehallenge of this
mighty hour, it must do a spiritual
work; its leadership must be spiritual;
and all its aetivities must be in har-
mony with the purposes of the Spirit.
Perhaps a statement of the relation-
ship of the young people’s Missionary
Volunteer Soeiety to the chureh and of
what it should do for our youth; would
be helpful in laying out a plan or
policy for the soeiety.

1. The Migsionary Volunteer So-
clety should be regarded as the ehurch
at work for her youth and by her
youth,

2, The society should serve as s
training ground for the youth of the
chareh. It should give all its youth
an experience, appropriate to their
age, in planning, in orgenizing, in
teamwork, in public address, and in
leadership.

8. The soeiety should encourage and
train its young people in winning
other yonth for Christ, first, beeause
they have an influence with other
yeung people which older people do
not have, and second, beeause youth
ean bring into the chureh an en-
thusiasm and eheouragement whiech
will greatly strengthen the ¢hureh.

4, Tt should lead and direct the un-
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folding life of the Christian by teach-
ing him those things and fostering
those aectivities which will develop

- Christian ideals and purposes. It

should provide a well-balaneed plan of
activity for the youth of the society
if it ig to have well-developed and
well-balaneed young people.

5, It should help to keep the young
people of the chureh from worldly
association by making it possible for
the ehurch to provide wholesome soeial
and recreational activities within the
fellowship of the church,

6. It should in a very speeial way,
by means of its Junior Progressive
Clags work, prepare its children for
decigion for Christ ag they approach
the age of deeision.

7. It should prepare Senior young
people, through its Master Comrade
gtudy, to become big brothers and big
sisters to the younger members of the
ehurch and to work intelligently for
them.

8. Through the Progressive Class
work outlined for the Study and
Service League, it should train its
Benior youth for aggressive evangel-
istie work and lead them info active
serviee in doing personal work, in
giving Bible readings, in holding cot-
tage meetings, and in literature minis-
try.

9. It should develop in the youth of
the chureh the consciousness that they
are an essential part of the great
advent movement throughout the
world, and thereby enlarge their vigion
of God’s purpose for them in the clos-
ing days of earth’s history.

10. The society should encourage
its young people to obfain a Chris-
tian edueation im our gehools and
thus lead them on to their destined
place of service im CGlod’s cause, for
He has “appeinted the youth te be
His helping hand.”

The officers of the young people’s
society will need first of all to be
sure of their own heart’s eonsecration
to God’s purpose, and they will need

it B o 2 O R

For the Service of the King

TFou the serviee of the King,

Wanted! Let the summons riug.
‘Wanted, men of faith and five,

Men whose zeal will never tire,

Men whose hearts are all aglow

To the world the Christ to show:
Christ uplified, souls to save

From the gloom of death’s dark wave.
Men who dove leave father, mother,
Buginess, pleasure, sister, brother.
Louder yet the summong ring,
Wanted! Wanted for the King.
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to pray and couusel together fre-
quently as a soeiety executive com-
mittee,

A leader must know where and how
he is to lead; he will avail himself,
therefore, of every opportunity te
inform himself about the work of
the society. He will wish to have in
his own hands and in the hands of
his fellow offieers the Missionary
Volunteer leaflets whieh set forth
the duties of cach officer and give sug-
gestiony for methods of work, He
will read the books “Missionary Vol-
unteers and Their Work,” “Messages
to Young People,” and other liter-
ature which will strengthen his own
leadership. He will work closely
with the conference Missionary Vol-
unteer secretary, writing to him fre-
quently, telling him of the needs of
the society, and planning with him
for the promotion of various liney of
work, Ie will need to be tremen-
dously in earnest about the future of
the society, for earnest, intelligent
leadership inspires confidence. The
leader’s enthusiansm in his work for
the soeiety will kindle enthusiasm in
others.

The leader will need to remember
also that he is the leader of all the
mombers in the society and not of
just a few. He will plan so that
each one may have a proper share in
the aetivities of the soeiety. Per-
haps nothing is more deadening to
interest in a soeiety than to have just
a few persons bear respomsibility or
do things in the society. People
learn to do by doing, and every in-
dividual should have some responsi-
bility plaeed upon him as frequently
as possible in the program, in the
working band, or in some other so-
elety activity.

Good leadership reveals itself in
egreful organization of the work of
the soeiety, and in getting others to
agsume regponsibility for the various
activilies of the society, so that it will
move forward smoothly, efficiently,
and in harmony with the plans which
have, through the years, grown out
of the exporiences of the Missionary
Volunteer Department., Great care
will be taken to guard against any
tendeney to have the society meet-
ing degenerate into an oceasion of
entertainment. On the other hand,
watchfulness will be maintained lest
through moenotony the interest wane,
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From week to week, variety will be
brought imto the meetings, and re-
ports of work will be featured in a
way to stimulate interest,

Here are set forth some apecifie
hints to leaders:

1. Keep studying your job and
enlarging your vision of the possi-
bilities of the Missionary Volunteer
Society in your church.

2, Believe in your young people,
God must use ordinary people.

3. Let people know that youn believe
in them. Your faith im ihem will
inspire faith in themselves,

4, Locate definite  responsibility
upon individual members, Speeific
aggignments lead to specific achieve-
ments.

5. Work with the people youm are
trying to develop. Your example of
doing will acecomplish move than any
amount of telling.

6. Eeop adding larger responsibil-
ities as individuals are able to carry
them,

7. Distribute responsibility to as
large a number of your members as
possible.  People learm to do by
doing,

8. Pray with your associates over
their specific tasks. Help them to
realize that Christ is working with
and through them.

g. Have a definite {ime for reports
both in the soeiely executivo com-
mittee and in the regular society
meetings, and call for them in detail

10. The telling of personal expe-
rienees in missionary endeavor will
add interest to any mecting, and stim-
ulate others to engage in work.

P W
True Leaders

Our churches in Europe owe very
mueh to faithful ehureh elders. Many
of them have suffered severely. They
have beer in prison again and again,
but they have not ceased to care for
their flocks, Becaunse of trial and
persecution, the members of one small
chureh beeame discouraged and were
on the point of gwrrondering and giv-
ing up the message. But the old elder
stood up weeping, and said, “I will
go to prison for each ome of you every
time you are arrested, I am willing to
be flogged for you; but you must not
break my heart by denying Christ.”
The people werc so impresgsed by his
deep love that they all decided to
stand trve—L. H. Christian.
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Duties of Missionary Leaders
BY W. H. BERGHERM

It should be clear to all that by
the term “leadership,” we do not re-
fer to the one individual in the chureh
who may be chosen as the elder or
leader of the church, but that the
tem  includes all who have been
elected {o office and who are members
of the church board, which should
congtitute the directing body of the
church.

The work of this hody ef men and
women comprising the churech board
is of such vagt importance, and, if
true to its purpose, so far reaching
in nature, as to influence the pros-
perity and growth of the church, And,
if it lacks in seope and vision, the
result will be seen in a weak and
decadent church., The following in-
struction through the Spirit of proph-
ecy i3 very definite: “Those who have
leading places in the church should
give more thought to their plans for
condueting the work., They should ar-
range matters so that every member
of the church shall have a part to act,
that none may lead an aimless life,
but that all may aceomplish what they
can according to their several ability.
.+ . It is very essential that such an
education should be given to the mem-
bers of the church that they will be-
come unselfish, devoted, efficient work.
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erg for God; and it Is only through
such a course that the church ean be
prevented from becoming fruitless and
dead.’—“Christian Service,” p. 62.

Let us now congider, briefly, the
work of the various church eofficery
entrusted with the missionary leader-
ship.

1. Tee MissioNARY LEADER.—To
guide the church along its appointed
course as a soulsaving agency, the Gen-
eral Conference has made provision for
efficient missionary leadership in every
church, as stated in the following ree-
ommendation :

“WrEREAS, The work of the ehurch
migsionary Jeader calls for the fullest
cxercige of time, talemt, and energy,
therefore,

“We recommend, 'That in each local
church the most capable person avail-
able Dbe elected missionary leader.”
General Conference Minutes, 1930,

The qualifications and work of an
efficient missionary leader are prima-
rily as follows:

(a) He is thoroughly informed.
The leader must have a sense of the
possibilities for witnessing invested in
the church through the operation of
the Hely Spivit, and what the mem-
bers of the church, when properly
guided and encouraged, might aceom-
plish in the various lines of missionary
endeavor, The leader should be a man
of vigion, who realizes the part the

have shown?
3. LOCATE DEFINITE

efforts and achievemenis.

they can do alons.
lessons.

it gets bigger every day.

POINTERS TO SUCCESSFUL LEADERSHIP

1. BELIEVE IN PEOPLE. Remember that God’s chief way of
getting anything done is through very ordimary folk,

2, LET PEOPLE KNOW YOU BELIEVE IN THEM. What would
you ever have become without the faith im you that other people

RESPONSIBILITY UPON INDIVID-
UALS, Assignments should be specific and individual

4, HAVE A DEFINITE TIME FOR REPORTS, AND CALL
FOR THEM IN DETAIL. Xt is only the most mature leadership
that can do ity best work without the necessity of reporting its

5. WORK WITH THE PEOPLE YOU ARE TRYING TO DE-
VELOP. To see you do the thing will indicate to them what no
amount of deseriptive talk can.

6. PRAY WITH PLOPLE OVER THEIR SPECIFIC TASKS. Help
them to realize that Christ is working with and through all those
who undertake the doing ef His will

7. KEEP ADDING LARGER RESPONSIBILITIES A8 THEY
CAN BE CARRIED. Always expect a little more of people than

8. SHOW PEOPLE NOT ONLY YOUR RESULTS, BUT “HOW?”
TO DO IT. This is what Christ did. Be exampiss.

8. KEEP GROWING YOURSELF AND EXPECT OTHERS TO
KEEP ON GROWING. The glory of the life in Christ is that

—J. Campbell White, in “Misstons and Leadership.”

Be object
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laity can and must take in the finigh-
ing of this work, and recognize his
responsibility in making their work
effective in the community,

(b) He can secure cooperation. A
misgionary leader should he able to
secure the cooperation of all ths forees
in ecarrying out the missionary plans
of the church in harmony with the
missionary leadership of the confer-
ence,

(e) e knows how 1o supervise. The
leader must supervise and lead the
people forth into active work along all
lines of missionary service.

(d) He should be capable of taking
charge of misgionary services. The
misgionary leader is appointed to take
charge of the various missionary serv-
iees of the chupeh,—i.e., the monthly
and the weekly church misgionary serv-
ices.

2. TuE MISSIONARY SECRETARY.—
Tho seecond chief officer of the mission-
ary staff of the 'chureh is the ehurch
misgionary seeretary, who; in eonunee-
tion with other duties, acts as the rep-
resentative of the conferenee Boolk
and Bible Houge. In thig eapacity, the
ordering and circulation of "all classes
of literaturc needed by the c¢hurch
comes under the supervigion of the mis-
sionary secretary. The gecretary is
expected to order all liberature sup-
plies, keep aceounts, collect bills, and
send remittances to the Book and Bible
House.

But this iz not all thal the church
missionary secretary is expected to do.
A work of firet importance is the se-
curing of missionary reports regularly
from church mambers and sending on
monthly reports to the conference of-
fice, and also rendering to the church
a live, intoresting, up-to-date migsion-
ary report at each first-Sabbath imis-
gionary serviee. It will oceasiomally
be an advantage to place the statistical
part of the report on a blackboard, to
be referred to in connection with the
written report. The worthy aim and
goal of the church missionary seere-
tary is, “Every church member an ac-
tive worker, and every one a veporting
member.”

3. CrLass -Banp LEADERS,—The mis-
sionary leadership of the chureh is not
complete without the ¢lass-band organ-
ization. In the divine plan of organ-
ization, as given to Moses in the wil-
derness, there were not only captains
of fifties, but also captains of the
sinaller unit of tem, It is this organ-
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ization of tho smallest unit that really
stands as the basic foundation upon
whieh the entive siructure of a eom-
plete and suecessful organization may
be built, The plan is of divine origin,
as set forth in the following words:
“The formation of small companies as
a basis of Christian effort has been
presented to me by One who eannot
err—Tegtimonies,” Vol, VII, pp.
21, 82,

The organization of these smaller
units of tems has been officially con-
neeted with the Sabbath school class
formation, By this we mean that the
same group functioning as a Sabbath
sehool elass during Sabbath sehool,
continues as a service group in the
migsionary organization of the chureh,
when it becomes the “misstonary elass
band.” The teacher of the Sabbath
school elasg, or some one appointed in
his place, beeomes the leader of the
missionary class band in the mission-
ary service which immediately follows
the Sabbath sehool session,

In some churches, Sabbath school
classes are organized on the distriet
plan, and in that case the teacher of
the elass is not only the leader of the
missionary band, but is also in charge
of the miggionary work in the distriet
represented, Inm all eases, however, the
missionary band leader takes charge
of the weekly meetings of the band,
gathers reports from each member
each weelk, and by example and pre-
cept emcourages all members of the
class to he faithful in missionary work.,
Experience gaimed through the vears
iz proving that the elass-band organ-
ization is an indispensable part of
suceessful missionary organization in
the chureh, and it has been a pleasure
to see the increasing number of
churches adopting the plan,

4, BpporaL Leapers.—If is recop-
nized that, particularly in our larger
churches, there is noed of appointing
leaders to assist tho missionary leader
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in the training for and conducting of
particular lines of misgionary service,
gueh ag Bible evangelism and literature
evangelism, The Head of the chureh
has bestowed gifts that vary according
to the different membsrs of the church,
It iz always true that some members
will find greater joy and satisfaction
in one line of work than in another,
and because of this and other reasons,
it has become an established plan to
choose distinetive leaders for various
lines of work. These leaders are ap-
pointed by the church board, and are
commissioned to seek out, encouwrage,
and direet ehurch members along speei-
fied lines of service. For example,
there may be a number in the church
who desire to prepare for giving Bible
readings, and there should be an ap-
pointed leader to orpanize and econ-
duct such a class, and to help all mem-
bers of the elass, and other church
members who are qualified, to engage
in aetual Bible work,—taking their
Bibles and going from door to door
geeking and filling appointments for
Bible studies.

In churches where a continuous and
well-organized literature program is to
be carried on, the work will be greatly
gtrengthened if a leader is appointed
to give special attention to this work,
being entrusted with the regponsibility
of promoting and directing the Bible
Study League, enlarging the field for
literature racks and assigning re-
sponsibility for leeping them filled,
and encouraging suitable persons to
engage in the sale of magazines and
small books,

Bpecial lsaders are alzo required for
the growth of Welfare and Dorcas
Society work, and the home-foreign
work. In nearly all eities far more
might be dome for the millions of
foreign-born in our midst than is now
being aceomplished. It is hardly pos-
sible for a definite and continucus pro-
gram of this pature fo be econdumeted

running a race?

could do.

( THE leader is the one who keeps ahead. Did you ever see men
The man who keeps ahead has mo encouragoment.
All ho hag is the weary road. The fellows hehind him, the man
away behind, try to eatch up with the leader, but the loneliest man
on the turf is the man who runs ahead or alone.
ship on the Atlantic is the ship that sails fastest.
man in the church ig the man who sees the vision of what the church
The price of leadership is always loneliness,
foneliness of the desert, and there is a lomeliness of the sea, and there
is a loneliness of a great eity., But there is mo lonelinesg so great as
the loneliness of a great idea that nobody else has canght and only
you can see.'—Dr. 8. M. Zwemer,

The loneliest
And the loneliest

There 18 a
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withoxt definite leadership by one who
loves these people and understands
their need and the gitnations to be
met. Here is a very important, but
sadly neglected, phase of missionary
service, and one which demands ear-
nest study and courageous leadership,
With a staff of misgionary leaders,
as here outlined, it is of the ntmost
importance, especially in our larger
churches, that the missionary leader of
the church meet with his associates
and helpers at regular intervals, A
constructive agenda for these staff
meetings should be prepared, covering
reports, experiences, and the discus-
gion and formation of future plans.
Without question, the call to leader-
ship in the missionary work of the
church involves serious responsibility,
and should not be lightly wndertaken.
Fach leader will need the sustaining
grace of the Master Shepherd as ho
endeavors to seek for talemt and to
guide inte right paths of wvsefulness.
There is constant need of earnest
prayer—individually and as a church
board or auxiliary staff of leaders—
for divine wisdom and power in bring-
ing every church up to the divine
standard,—“every member of the
chureh . an active worker,~—a
living stone, emiiting light in God’s
femple,” There 18 now no time for
delay on the part of missionary lead-
ers in any church or conference, for—
“The work which centurigs might have
Must c(;-‘gsvd the hour of setting sun,)”
e e
Preparation for Leadership

PREPARATION always precedes achieve-
ment. At mid-oeean the ery “Man
overboard!” caused eonsternation on a
great liner, and every one rushed to
the railing to see where the man might
be. Among the passengers was &
nicely dressed genfleman who watched
the waters intently. At last, after
seemingly endless waiting, the form of
the man appeared among the breakers.
At that moment, withoui the least
hesitation, the gentleman took off his
eoab and dived in at the spot where
the struggling man appeared, and soon
had him above the surface. A boat
was lowered, the two were taken im,
and happiness was restored on board.
A few minutes before, hundreds
wished that they might help, but one
man wag ready, not only to tell ofhers
what ought to be done, but actually to
do the thing himself,
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‘When Joseph was thirty years old,
he was ealled to a very important posi-
tiom in the government of Egypt. He
was made leader, or rulor, over all the
affaira of Egypt, because during the
years of obscurity and trial he had
been faithful in the performance of
every duty. While in the dungeon,
his faithfnlness made him assistant to
the warden, and furnished seope for
his powers of leadership to develop.
Thug when the great opportunity
czme, he was prepared for far-reach-
ing leadership.

As a boy, David was faithful to his
trast as a shepherd. He learned to
bear responsibilities in his youth, he
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communed with God and learned to
listen and obey. Such was the school
of preparation for wnsurpassed leader-
ship in the work of God.

Men are today needed in God’s canse
ag never before, but it is prepared men
who are sought for. In business, in
the professioms, in every ecalling, ex-
peris are demanded. The world ex-
peets that leaders be prepared; and
surely no less is required in Gods
work. Faithfulness in the perform-
ance of duiy in all the affairs of life,
diligent study for self-improvement,
and implieit surrender to the Divine
Guide, are prerequisites of successful
leadership.

G G G e e

Where the Responsibility Lies
On every hand, fasi-fulfilling signs
proclaim in thunder tomes the ap-
proaching end of sin’s regime and
herald triumphant advance of a
mighty Congueror whose warring sol-
diers shall be assembled from the
four winds to rest their armg in di-
vine presence; receive such awards as
are bestowed upon the valiant; and
blessed by God, enter into joyful pur-
suits in a land forever peaceful.
That hour i8 almost wpon us. Our
Lord is soon to appear, but ere the
day dawn, there is serious work fo do,
—Ilabor which ealls for the best that
is in every soldier of the cross; 2
task that challenges the loyalty and
stamina of this militant chuxeh to
give all in service, not to destroy life
or to apprepriate the property of
others, but to save souls and make it
possible for those whoe will, to come
into possession of imestimable riches,
8o grave is this appalling need, so
very limited the brief period of time
yet allotted for aceomplishment of
our Commander’s purpose, thai it be-
comes absoluiely necessary io recog-

Gl e e e i By

nize efficient, thorough ‘orga.nization
as an indigpensable reguisite. No
haphazard methods, no intermittent
gervice, no vpariial participation of
enlisted forces, will suffice. “The
church of Christ has been organized
on earth for missionary purposes,
and it is of the highest importance
that every individual member of the
church should be a sincere laborer.”
—An Appeal,”’ p. 28.

Properly organized, the church wmil-
itant is led by officers commissioned
to direct thoge in the ranks, so that
there need be no xuwneertainty as to
where eaeh person labors. “Every
one who is added to the ranks by
conversion iz to be assigned his post
of duty.’—“Testimonies,” Vol. FII,
p. 80.

Spldiers who unite with an army
are not expected to wander about for
weeks or months before determining
in what capacity they are to serve,
Bach one is promptly placed where
training for usefulness and efficiency
in his allotted branch of service Is
immediately begun, Thus should it
be in the church. “CGod expects His
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church to diseipline and fit its mem-
bers for the work of enlightening the
world. Amn edngation should be given
that would result in furnishing hun-
dreds who would put out to the ex-
ehangers valuable talents.”—Id.; Fol.
VI, pp. 431, 432,

Such a work of training cannot be
carried on in any congregation with-
out carefel forethought and conse-
erated effort. Nor is the burden to
be plaeed entively upon the shoulders
of one or two willing persons whose
tabors may be made more efficient
because of education, talent, or adapt-
ability, In this so necessary work
the entire church is concerned; there-
fore that body which directs the af-
fairs of the whole congregation is the
group upon whom rests the sacred
responsibility of training for service
and directing in labor. Funectioning
in this capacity, the church board is
known as the migsionary committee,
the chairman of which is the mission-
ary leader. No missionary leader
who fails to seek regularly the aid of
his committee, can hope to enjoy that
measure of success which it is the
right of any church to expeet. The
entire committee and its several mem-
bers are responsible, before God, for
organizing the chorch and direeting
their colleetive and individual mis-
sionary activities. This means not
2 spasmoedie work, but a ecarefully
planned, faithfully direeted, contin.
uous, year-round program that hag
a place for every man, woman, and
child in the chureh.

Members of the committee will mot
merely sit back to see what kind of
success the misgionary leader and mis-
slonary secretary make of the various
migsionary services—the firat Sabhath
service, the fifteen-minute weekly
meeting, or the midweek service,
Snecess or failure is due in part to
the measure of their persomal eo-
operation, Each one should put into
the monthly conneil his very best, so
that the missionary leader and secre-
tary may ewjoy not merely moral help,
but alse the active aid and whole-
hearted assistanee of every church
officer,

If fifteen-minute meetings become
twenty-dive-minute meetings, thereby
frustrating the purpose of the mis-
sionary period; if missionary pro-
grams arc dull, wninteresting, and
tend to become irksome; if the fime
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for tho chuorch-at-work degeneratea
into an anncuncement period, or takes
on the nature of a sermonette, re-
member, brother and gister ehurch
officers, yom may possibly share in
the famit. What did you contribute
at the last monthly ecouncll to make
it what it has a right to be—the most
thrilling time of all? You were not
at the last meeting? Why weren't
yout That is & superlatively im-
portant part of your responsibility.
There was no meeting! Why? Did
the missionary leader or church elder
call one? Oh, the missionary leader
was away. Did the elder leave also?
‘What happened to the assistant mis-
sionary leader? The church is not
dependent wpon one human person,
It should be so fully organized that
there i# no disruption when one or
two officers are forced to abeent
themael ves,

When the missionary leader over-
looks important items on the mission-
ary calendar or neglects to emphasize
eertain phases of home misgionary
endeavor,—which almost any one will
sometimes do unwittingly,—it is the
duty of the smecretary te¢ bring those
things to his attention, and to work
az closely ag possible with him in
planning the program and in promot-
ing the plan.

The secretary iz mot merely a bust-
nesy agent. He should be that, but
not that omnly. His work has to do
with the most deeply spiritual phase
of the Chrisgtian life,—soul winning.
Consequently he should be devoted te
Christ—no extremist, but a person
of eooperative spirit, an inveterate
worker. With such a secretary prea-
ent at all missionary meetings and
councily, keceping the records and
suhmitting plany, any conseerated
missionary leader and committee will
tead thetr church to glorious victory.

Always it should be remembered
that responsibility for migsionary sue-
cegs is not centered in any one or two
persons, but in the entire group of
church officers. If they will each par-
ticipate in the discussions and eon-
tribute to the plans, if they will ac-
quaint themselves with the general
program and avail themsclves of the
help proffered in the CHUrcH Orri-
CERE’ (FAZETTE, it i3 to be expected
that God will add Hig rich blessings
to their united efforts, to the end that
many will eome to a knowledge of the
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truth, the e¢hnrch will be edified, and
individual souls will be nomrished in
the faith.

How can a church die or become
spiritually sick when day by day all
the econsecrated officers are uniting in
service which enlists every member in
labor for Christ?

R. G. STRICKLAND.

.-

A Weary Leader’s Dream

THERE was once a leader in a great
cause who carried heavy burdens and
beeame very tired, aud; as is often the
case when a person is tired, he felt
digseouraged. He wondered why people
did not seem to eare much about the
things for which he worked so hard.
In thiz frame of mind, he fell asleep,
and as he slept he dreamed.

In his dream it seemed that he was
a horso, and that he was harnessed to a
heavy wagon which had to be dragged
up a long, steep hill. Away he started,
and when the elimb began it did not
seems half so heavy or so hard as he
had thought it would. He wondered
why, and looking around saw a com-
pany of mem and women, boys and
girls, all pushing behind the wagon,
and thns making tho wheels turn
eagily. All went well until they were
nearly balfway up the hill, Then it
seemed that either the wagon became
much heavier or else the grade of the
hill was mueh steceper, Again he
looked around, and found that a nem-
ber of the pushers had got tired and
had climbed onto the wagon for a
ride; and only a few were pushing
now,

Still on they struggled until they
began to near the top, but now the
wagon scened heavier than ever, and
the road much steeper. He pulled for
all he wag worth, but the wagon would
not move, Turning to view the situa-
tion, he found that all the pushers
were in the wagon, leaving him to do
all the pulling to get the wagon and
its Ioad wp the hill, He toiled with all
his might, and just as he felt his
strength failing, he awoke.

It was nothing but a dream., Who
was the man? I do not know, Per-
hape he was a pastor, or a church mis-
stonary leader, who had found his work
easy when there were plenty of willing
helpers, but very, very hard when
there were no pushers, but rather all
were expecting to be carried up the
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hilt as passengers in the one-horse
wagon.

The impertant question is not who
this weary leader was, but rather, what
our individual attitude is toward ouwr
leaders, Are we pushers, or are we
passengers$
but we are not to depend uwpon them
to carry us along, Rather, we arc fo
take hold of the cart and push, and
thus leader and people will reach the
summit of any proposition develving
upon the ¢hutch, When the journey’s
end is reached, it will not be the pas-
sengers who hcar the words, “Well
dong, good and faithful servant!” It
will be the pullers and the pushers who
will hear those words.—Selected.

oo
Efficiency in Church Missionary
Leadership
TuE succegsful  functioming of

the missionary organization in each
church depends very largely upon a
wide-awalke, efficient missionary leader.
The duties involved in such leadership
are many, but uene arc of more vital
importance than the securing of reg-
ular and accurate missionary reports
from church members.

To be able to present the subject
of reporting in a way to secure
5 ready and enthusiastic responss,
rather than to be regarded as a tire-
some and monolonous routine in com-
nection with chureh membership, re-
quires study and tact on the part of
the leader, and often leads to the de-
velopment of unique methods which,
when they have demousirated their
practical value, serve as helpful sug-
gestions to missiomary leaders in
gemeral,

Tn preparation for this Symposium
Leadership Number of the GAZETTE,
lotters were written to a number of
church missionary leaders asking for
brief chapters from their experience
along various lines of endeavor, and
it is a pleasure to pass on the re-
gsponse from T. L. Dennison, of the
Capitel Heights (Maryland) chureh,
who writes as follows:

“'J:‘he Blessings of Reporting

“Whken I began definite efforts to
inerease the reporting. membership in
the church I soon found that the rca-
son many were nob reporting was that
they wtre not doing any work for the
Lord; thercfore they had nothing to

We must have leaders,
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report. 8o I began at the root of
the matter, by starting a ecampaign
to put every ome to work, and based
the campaign on the systematic dis-
tribution of Present Truth. The
church members who could not stand
much walking were assigned five or
ton houses next to where thoy lived.

I arranged to go the first time with'

those who wele timid and backward,
and explain our mission, There were
others who eould not get away from
home, and so I collected names and
formed a ‘mailing band, and had the
members meet and mail out the pa-
pers. There were some of the mem-
bers who did not want to do any of
the things T have mentioned, and so
T formed them into a ‘finance band,
to pay for the wrappers and stamps
roquired in mailing the papers. There
were stifl a few old people who eonld
not join any of these bands, and I
asked them if they would be willing
to do something speeial which T had
to propose. They agreed that they
would do it, if they could. Then I
placed in their hands some traets and
papers, and reguested each one to
hanrd out 2 picece of literature to
every person whe came to the home
where he was staying, and then to
report how many pcople came.

“After dividing up the church into
all these groups, T found there were
a fow young people left whe did net
care to do anything. Sc¢ I made ar-
rangements to have some of the young
people go with me to a home where T
wad giving Bible studies and assist
me by singing gospel songs. When I
made the proposition to these young
people, they were ail glad to po.
There was a dear old lady in the
home where the studies were held,
and she greatly enjoyed the singing.
But it was interesting to see the re-
action on the part of the young peo-
ple. Tt would have brought cheer to
any heart to listcm fo their conversa-
tion after learing the home. They
could haxdly wait until time for the
next study. Aud the best part was
that they all had something to report
the next Sabbath, and I would have
liked to sec anybody try to step them
from reporting,

“In just 2 few weeks’ time, we had
90 por ccnt of the chureh members
reporting, Then I purchased a supply
of the classband eards (Home Mis-
sionary Report No. 1-A), and filled
out a card with the name of each
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member of the chureh. I formed the
Sabbath school classes into bands, and
placed in the hands of eaeh feacher
an envelope containing the report
cards bearing the name of each mem-
ber of the clags, Immediately follow-
ing the close of Sabbath schpbi, I
began the fifteen-minute missionary

* service. The first thing in this serv-

ice was for the ’Sﬂébbé.‘gh‘ school teacher
to pass the cards to each member of
the ¢lass for recording items of work
done, and then gather up the eards
and place them in the envelope. Fre-
gquent reference was made to the fact
that the eards would look very nice
if all the columng were filled out, and
there developed such an interest in
reporting that if a card were missing,
we just had to stop everything until
it was found,

“It was wonderful to see the
changed cxpression on the faces of
some who had never reported anything
before as they told of the joy of
working for others, I will mention
one ease im particular, that of a hoy
twelve years of age, who had heen
guite a problem to handle. I asked
this boy to give out papers to a few
families near his home, and he con-
sented to do so. Toward the cloge of
the literature campaign he found an
aged crippled lady, who asked him to
continue bringing a paper to her each
weelk, hecause she loved to read them,
The next Sabbath this boy came run-
ning to me, and said, ‘Brother Denni-
son, I must have a paper each week
for a whole year. T found a crippled
lady, and she told me what a good
boy I was to bring her the paper, and
how she loves to read them, and she
does not want me to stop bringing
the papers to her,” T assured him that
he could have the papers. But he was
not satisfied to stop thexe. When he
heard that T wasg about to begin pub-
lic meetings in the ehurch, he made up
his mind to invite the erippled lady
to attend. ~ First of all, he took his
sister and her friend to call om the
lady, and at the same time extended
an invitation to the meetings. ‘Yes,
'l coms,” said the old lady, ‘if some
one will fake me fo the church,” This
was arranged hy the sister and her
friend, and the result is a regular at-
tendant at our meetings, and a very
happy boy, who every week sends in
his Teport—‘one paper givem away;
ore person brought to meeting’

(Continued. on page 13)
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A Regourceful Doreas Soclety Leader and Coworkers
Center, Front Row : Mrs. H, Kieist, Orgauiser of the Dorcas Federation Idea

The Dorcas Society Leader

Ix the multiplied joys and sorrows
inseparably connected with leadership,
in whatever line it may be, the leader
of the church Doreas Society hag her
full share, The primary gualifications
for this particular phase of leadership,
so essential for the prosperity of the
chureh, are clearly set forth in the
ingpired messages through the Spirit
of prophecy. These qualifications are
three in numbper, listed in the follow-
g order: Patient, Prayerful, Perse-
vering Fidelity. These excellent char-
acteristies stand out prominently in
the life of Dorcas of Joppa (see “Tes-
timonies,” Vol. ¥V, p. 304), who com-
mendably served the early Christian
church as one who understood thpy
needs of humanity, parficularly the
widow, the orphan, and the oppressed
and destitute, In freely administer-
ing to the wants of thess classes,
Doreas was a pioneer leader; and ever
since her day her name and work have
heen perpetuated in the church.

Many changes in social condifions
have taken place during the deeades
which have passed since the days of
that first Doreas Society in the upper
room of the house by the sea. The
field of human needs and of epportu-
nitiea for Christian ministry has been
greatly enlarged, but the fundamental
principles of the divine law governing
the church,—“Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy ming,”
and “Thouw shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself,”—have not changed.

To enumerate all the qualifications
called for in sueeessful Doreas leaders
of the present day would be a very
comprehensive task. Buf to sum up
the matter in a nutshell, the require-
ments are set forth as follows: First
of all, a big, generous heart fully con-

secrated to the Master’s service in be-
half of every righteous eause, patience,
tact, immumity to eriticism and in-
sinuation, ability to deteet and an-
alyze a needy situation without wait-
ing to be told, and the willingness
to go or to send the proper person to
“search out” the poor and needy.
Natural ability as an organizer and
director is essential. Planning work
for each member of the society and
having it ready to pass over at the
psyehological moment iz the key to
a smoothly running Dorcas Society.
There should be no apparent inbention
of running or controlling all the activ-
ity of the society., True leadership
places responsibility on associates.
Cordiality, impartiality, cheerfulness,
optimistn—all these are earmarka of
suecessful leadership.

It is not always easy to find in
every ehurch the person possessing the
negessary qualifications for a Doreas
leader, but this is largely because of
negligence in keeping this phase of
ehurch work prominently bhefore the
members, In this, as in other work,
there should be training and the mani-
festation of confidenee in the ability
of tho chosen leaders. The officers of
the church should eonsider the Doreas
Bociety a definite part of the mission-
ary organization of the church, and
should extend to the leader and her
associates counsel, encouragement, and
the closest cooperation and hacking.

Tn referring to women as helpers in
church work, we read: “Women . . ,
can take their place in the work at
thia erisis, and the Lord will work
through them.”—*Testimonies,” Vol

IX, p. 128,

“God calls for earneat women work-
erg, workers who are prudent, warm-
hearted, tender, and true to principle.
He calls for persevering women, who
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will take their minds from self and
their personal convenience, and will
center them on Christ, speaking words
of truth, praying with the persons to
whom they can obtain access, laboring
for the conversion of souls.”—Id., ¥ol.

VI, p. 118

The ehurch migsionary organization
is not complete without a well-organ-
ized and active Doreas Bociety, and
wise discernment is needed in chooging
from the consecrated women in Israel
the one upon whom to hestow the
honor of leadership.

GracE D. MAcE,

W
“The U.S. Mail Evangelist”

As a worthy example in the dis-
semination of fruth-filleq literature
through the mails, it iz appropriate to
refer to the work which has been suc-
cessfully earried on, over a long period
of time, by Wilson V. Marsh, of
Aledo, Illinois. This brother states,
“T am a very busy farmer and busi-
nessman, but I ever stand ready to do
what little I can to advanece the work
of God.” Because of the large seope
of territery covered in his work, and
the sucecess accompanying his efforts,
Brother Marsh is widely known as
“The U.8. Mail Evangelist.” Thig
distinguishing title might well be ap-
plied to a number of other veteram
leaders in the distribution of literature
by mail

In Alberta, Canada, Brother H. D.
Middleton is carrying on a work sec-
ond to none, and s indeed the out-
standing “Canadian Mail Evangelist.”
It is to be hoped that this literature
evangelism will receive proper recog-
nition as a very important phase of the
church missionary organization, and
that leaders in this work will rapidly
inerease. Brother Marsh kindly fur-
nighes the following report of his
work, which is of special interest:
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“Through the kindness of the edi-
tors of our beloved GAZETTE, I am
afforded an opportunity to tell my
brethren scattered all over the land
of the many blessings I am receiving
through the distribution of our Spirit-
filled literature by mail. I have sent
all kinds of our literature to men and
women of many mnationalities, reli-
gions, professions, occupations,——umni-
vergity professors, ministers, lawyers,
physicians, and to the most humble
persons of all ages, in every State in
the Union, the District of Columbia,
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Alaska,
and Hawail. In every case, earnest
appeals in carefully writéen letters
liave accompanied the literature; these
have brought back very many encour-
aging replies.

“Tn my work I use Signs of the
Times, Watochman, Review, Youlh's
Instruetor, Our Little Friend, health
magazines, CHUBCE Orrrcirs’ Qa-
ZETTE, Sabbath School Lesgon Quar-
terlies, tracts of all kinds, Present
Truth—in fact, every kind of litera-
ture published by the denomination.
I also send Bibles to as many as I ean.
I have sent ont the literature by the
thousands of copies, and in but few
_ instances have I received unfriendly
replies, while many people have ac-
cepted the truth, I request each reader
to first study the literature earefully,
and then pass it on to others. In most
instanees, thiy request iy complied
with, which scatters the literature far
and wide, sometimes reaching Euro-
pean countries, Some of my readers
have never even heard of Beventh-day
Adventists., Others, strange to say,
live mnear Seventh-day Adventist
churehes, but have net been inferested
in any way until the literature reached
them.

“‘As soon as o reader becomes infer-
ested in the message, I take my
Church Directory for the United States
and Canada, find the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist church nearest to the intercsted
person, and write to him, urging
that he attend the services in the
church, At the same time I write the
president of the eonference, asking
him to send a worker to vigit the per-
son, or persons, and develop the inter-
est. TIn case there iz no ehurch fo
whieh to refer the reader, I make eon-
nection with the conference chureh,

“I make use of a large wall map,
and have devised a gystem of marking
to indicate every place where liferature
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is sent, and use symbols to indicate the
degree of interest manifested by the
different readers. DEvery few days I
add a few new names to the map, or
rather, paint stars to represent new
names, and each star is given a regis-
ter number corresponding io the reg-
ister number in my record hook, As I
¢ould not find a map on the market
large enough for my purpose, I was
compelled to construet & map of my
own, and although it is somewhat
crude, it is a very valuable help in
my work.

“This is a kind of missionary work
in which all ean take part, not ex-
cluding invalids and ‘shut-ing.” Itisa
recognized faet that often the printed
page of truth can enter a home where
the living messenger would he de-
barred, and give a silent but convine-
ing testimony. This work iz self-
supporting, and perhaps costs the least
of all the methods for promulgating
the truth. Only one cent postage is
required to carry a two-ounce roll of
literature to the farthest point of
North America, and even fo Hawali

“The all-important question of the
hour is this: Am I standing at my
post of duty and, by the help of the
Holy Spirit, doing all T can o advance
the last message of mercy to this per-
ishing world? I plead with you, my
dear brothers and sisters scattered all
over the land, to give earnest attention
to this simple methed ¢f scattering
seeds of truth, Time is very short,
and we must work with zeal and ear-
nestness. Jternity alome will reveal
what is aceomplished by such humble
efforts as those of ‘mail evangelists.’

“Hig lamps are we,
To shine where He shall gay.
And iamps are not for sunny rooms,
Nor for the ilght of day,
But for the dark places of the earth,
Where shame and wrong and crime
have birth:
Or for the murky twilight gray,
Or where wandering sheep have
gone astray,
Or where the ifght of faith grows dim
And soulg are groping after Him,

“And as sometimes o’ flame we find
Clear Shining through the night,
8o hright we do not see the lamp,
Dut oniy see the iight,
8o may we shine,—Iis light the flame,
That men may giorify His name.”

Efficiency in Church Missionary
Leadership
(Continued from page 11)

“Ag a chureh missionary leader, I
would like to he remembered in prayer.
It seems that as the end draws near,
it iz much harder to keep the sheep
from straying.”

Vo T

13

Helps for Missionary Leaders

THE Home Missionary Series Leaf-
lets present information and instrue-
tion which should be familiar to all
missionary leaders. The cost of the
leaflets range from 134c¢ to 5e eaeh,
or the entire set may be obtained for
75¢. The full get in a special ring
binder is furmished for $1, postpaid.
The titles of the leaflets n the series
are as follows:

Reiation of Church Memhers to¢ the
Finigshing of the Work

Organization of Churches for Mission-
ary Work

The Missionary Services of the Church

Why Report? .

The Church Misgionary Secretary

Cottage Meetings

The Ministry of Tract Distribution

How to Work the Home-Foreign Mis-
sion Fleid )

An Appeai to Our Churcheg (Compiia-
tion from Spirit of prophecy)

The Dorcas Society

Horoe Bible Study League

Ingide Prison Walis

Missionary Piloneersg

The Time and the Work (Compilation
from Spirit of prophecy)

The Church Missionary Leader

Service Companies and Class Bands

The Art of Giving Bibie Readings

Remove the Barrlers

There is also a series of twenty-one
leaflets known as the Missionary Vol-
unteer Series, pertaining to leadership
in young people’s werk.

Among other literature indispensable
to leaders, mention should be made of
three books entitled, “Christian Serv-
ice,” “The Lay Preacher,” “Fishers of
Men‘n

The annual Church Officers’ Reading
Courge, composed of from three to
four volumes, carefully selected by a
representative committes, serves as a
gource of ingpiration and help to lead-
ers, and pleasure and profit is derived
by enrolling as a member of the read-
ing eirele,

TrE CHURCH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE is
the missionary organ of the chureh,
issued each month from the Gemeral
Conference headquarters, and is de-
voted entirely to the programs of the
church and the leaders’ problems. The
pastor, the elder or missionary leader,
the misgionary seeretary, and the offi-
cers of the Missionary Volunteer So-
ciety in each chureh should be supplied
with this journal.

Orders for all the literature men-
tioned shiculd be placed with Book and
Bible Houses.

e e

TuERE is a spiritual feast provided
in the three new books eomprising the
Church Officers’ Reading Course for
1938, Have you obtained the set?—
$2.20 value, $1.65.
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Weekly Churéh Missionary Services

March 3—A Forward Movement
in Literature Distribution

“Sprak unto the children of Tsrael,
that they go forward” (Ex. 14:15),
was the Loird’s command to Moses.
Today the bugle call to the chureh is
“Forward with literature!” Last year
one of our largest publishing houses in
North America reported more than 100
per cent gain in the eirculation of
traets and periodicals. Everywhere
onr peeple found the public eager to
get Seventh-day Adventist literature.
One churel made the inferesting dis-
covery thal, of the 700 homes visited,
the people in 260 homes were glad to
give their signature as desiving to
have more liferature sent to them,
Tho thinking world is ealling for that
which our presses supply. And now,
with the splendid upward swing in the
sale and eireulation of owr tracts and
periodicals, as recorded for last year,
there is but one way opon to us in
1838, and that is forward and onward,
laying our all upon the altar of serv-
ice. What, after all, is the value of
money at this time, in ecomparison
with the valve of souls? Today, in
all truthfulness and supported hy
thousands of lring witnesses, we can
say, The more literature going out, the
more souls coming im. There s no
substitute for the literature miristry,
No plan has yet been devised, or ever
will be devised, that reaches souls
more directly or more effectively than
the ecireulalion of the printed page.
Liet every church join the forward
movement in the seattering of litera-
ture in a larger way than ever before.
Let eaeh member of the church resclve
that not a day of 1938 shall pass by
without his putting into eireulation at

least one tract, paper, magazine, or.

bock through ome of the thousand
channels of opportunity on every side.
What would that mean?—166,221
pieees of literature seattered daily;
1,263,547 each week, and over 461
million pieces put into eirculation dur-
ing the year. This is what would be
accomplished by beligyors in North
America alone; one piece of literature
might pass through many hands,
Surely this is within the realm of prae-
tical ambition and accomplishment,

March 12—S8ystem in Literature
Work

“And as thy servant was busy here
and there, he was gone,” 1 Kings
20:40. The value of system and order
in our work for the Master is so im-
portant that it hardly need be com-
mented npen. Many years of wide
experience testify to its effectiveness.
We have learned that just as the
evangelist carefully unfolds the test-
ing truths night after night, systemat-
ically leading his aundience up to the
point of making deeision, so in the
disteibutlion of literature, in order for
the work to be most effective and
convincing, there should be a sys-
tematie, logieal presentation to the
people.  Our text, however, empha-
sizes a very serious danger. We
should beware lest, in the multiplicity
of duties, we overlook our responsi-
bility to rescue souls all abouf ug, and
ba without exeuse when ealled to give
account, System in liferature min-
igtry ecalls for system in foltow-up
effort; it ealls for intercessory prayer;
it demands our wvery best, God las
given us an abundant supply of pre-
cious literature, that through the mes-
sage it bears, and ounr faithfuiness in
its distribution, the world will be en-
lightened with the glory of the third
angel’s proclamation. Let us continue
on in the werl throughout the terri-
tory entrusted to wus, and iz the
glad reapingtime there will be many
shoaves for tho garner,

March 19—Missionary
Experiences

One of the most faithful attendants
at religious services was 'a man who
was deaf and dupab, When asked why
he enjoyed coming, when he eould not
heay the sermon, he made reply in his
characteristic way, “The fellowship,
sir; the fellowship!” In this mission-
ary serviee we are to encourage each
other by rolating persongl experiences
in gervice for others: and we not only
enjoy the blessing of “fellowship,”
but we can hear the words spoken and
may unite our voices in piving praise
to God. This should be a very inspir-
ing service, even though it is brief,
There iz nothing so inspiring and
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encouraging as to hear, from the
members of ocur own chureh, of op-
portunities which have come to them
and the manwer in whiech they have
been roceived,

March 26—Watchman Magazine
in Libraries and Reading
Rooms

The prophet Habakkuk was in-
strueted fo “Write the vision elearly
upon the tablets, that one may read
it on the run.,” Hab, 2:2, an American
translation, In addition fo writing
plainly, the tablet was to be placed
where it could be read by all, oven
persons who passed on the run. In
our complex civilization teday we can
think of no more appropriate place
for people to read “on the run” than
in the publie libraries and reading
roomsg of every eity and town. Nor
do we know of any “tablets” (we call
them “magazines”) which more clearly
get forth the vision of God’s work in
behalf of the human family than the
Watchman magagine, and its compan.
ion the Message magazine, which
scrveg the ecolored publie. The divine
instruetion to our editors in this day,
is to elearly portray the inessage of
truth in the magazines and other peri-
odieals coming from ouwr presses, and
place them in public reading rooms,
that the throngs who come and go may
read—in spare moments, in haste, out
of euriosity, or with deep heart long-
ing. In North Ameriea there are
something like sevon thousand libra-
ries, and abont half this number are
receiving the Watchman magazine.
Thig is a very good beginning, but it
is not good enough to serve as the end
of our efforts, The objective hefore
us in 1938 is, The Watchman Maga-
zine in Every Library, and this is
“Watehman week” threughout Novth
Awerica, during which intensive ef-
fort will be made to make the frit 100
per cent library list a reality. This
is not a difficult task, If each church
will contribute an average of twe dol-
lavs to the Watehman Library Tund.
the year’s subseription for all Tibravies
would be assured. We suggest, how-
ever, that ehurches above the average
in size contribute accordingly, sending
their share of the Library Fund
through "the proper channels. Tt ig
really wonderful to see how eagerly
the public read the Watehman maga-
zine, Its message grips the heart, and
leads hundrveds into the light of truth,

‘W. H, BERGHERM,
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LMissionary Volunteer Department

Officers’ Notes

Fellowship Committee

IN many societies a fellowship or
membership committee is appointed to
serve througlout the year. The mem-
bers of this committee vigit all the
voung people of the chureh, and any
new ones who may come into the com-
munity during the year, and endeavor
to enlist them in the activities of the
Migsionary Velunteer Soeiety. Any
one who signs the application-for-
membership card is first guestioned
by members of the executive commit-
tee and directed into one or more of
the service groups. At the seeiety
meeting, when he is admitted to the
society as an associate or regular mem-
ber, he is called to the fromt of the
assembly hall to take the Missionary
Volunteer Pledge, and is then pre-
sented with the membership insigne.
Such a plan glorifies society member-
ghip, and if earried out throughout the
field strengthens our work,

C. LEsTEr BoND.

Have the Juniors Do It

ARE yon msing the Juniors in yonr
church i connection with the Mission-
ary Volunteer meetings? If not, you
are passing up some mteresting addi-
tions to the programs, and also the
opportunity of training them for fu-
ture leadership.

The c¢hurchk schools . and many
ehnrches have enough Juniors to con-
duct their own service. 'This is the
ideal, But even then some of the
teachers or superintendents are uuwill-
ing to let the Juniors use their initia-
tive. They plan the program, givo ont
the parts to the Juniors er whoever is
to take part, lead out in the meeting,
and, in other words, de everything
themselves, Although the meetings
should be earefully supervigsed by an
adult, for the most part they should
be condueted by the Juniors. Noth-
ing warms the enthusiasm and inter-
cst of the adolesecent so wmuch as to
feel that he is doing things himsgelf,
Capitalize on this quality of the Jun-
ior, and help o make future Mission-
ary Volunteer leaders and secretaries,
and ministers,

A regular Junior leader and seere:
tary may be appointed for a certain
period of time. The meeting should
be planned by these officers under the
guidance of the Junior superintendent.
Encourage the Juniors to use their
own initiative. Teach them to plan
ahead, and give out parts in time to
permit thorough preparation. ' The
details of the program should bhe care-

fully written out beforehand, so that
the leader ean go allead with his
program without a hitch,

Now and then the Seniors will en-
joy a program presented entirely by
the Juniors,

In churches where there are not
enough Juniors to have a society of
their own, they should be included in
the Senior Society. They can be
drafted for willing service in numer-
ous ways, such as receiving the offer-
ing, acting as ushers {the older omnes),
providing special mausie, reeiting
poems, or giving short talks or stories
on the subjeet of the program.

Do not forget to express your ap-
preciation fo those who help make
the program a success. We all need
encouragement after tackling a Aiffi-
cult task. Im our zeal to encourage,
let ns not single out just those who
are skillful and have met with success.
Encourage the feeblest efforts, for
they need your praise more than the
talented omes.

“I saw Tomorrow imarching by
On_little children’s feet,

Within their forms and faces read
Her prophecy complele

I saw Tomorrow look at me
Trom little children’s eyes;

And thoughi how carefully we’d teach,
If we were wise.”

Irma LEE HEWETT.

v

As a means of intellectual training,
the Bible is more effective than any
other hook, or all other books com-
bined, The greatness of its themes,
the dignified simplieity of its utter-
anees, the beauty of ifs imagery,
guicken and uplift the thoughts as
nothing else can—"“Educaiion,” p. 184.

¥ W

Trees

IN every pntech of timber, you

Will always find a tree or two

That would have fallen long agdo,
Borne down by wind or age or Snow,
Had net another neighbor tree

Held out Iis arms Iln sympathy

And caught the tree the storm had

hurled
To earth. Ho, brothers, is the world.

In every patch of timber stand
Samaritans of forestland,

The bireh, the maple, oak, and pine,
"T'he fir, the cedar, all the line:

In every wood, unsgeen, unknown,
They cvarry buvdens of their own
And bear ag well another form-—
Some brother stricken by the storm.

8hall trees be nobler to their kind
Than men, whe boast the noble mind?
Shall there exist within the wood
This great eternal brotherhood

Of oak, and pine, of hill and fen,
And not within the hearts of men?
God grant that men be llke to these,
And brothers brotherly as trees.

SAuthor Unknown,

Missionary Volunteer Week of
Prayer
Mareh 12-19, 1838

THE Missionary Velunteer Society
executive committee faces a unique
challenge and a magnificsnt oppor-
tunity with the coming of this Mis-
sionary Volunteer Week of Prayer,
and we wonld recommend that the
committee give study to the action
which the General Conference adopted
in Autumn Council, October 26, 1937,
which reads as follows:

“WHERBAS, There is no more produc-
tive period for the convergion of our
young people than the Misgionary Vol-
unteer Week of Prayer; and,

“Wpgprpas, In fields that have given
united help to thelr youth at this time,
graiifying results have been seen,

“We recommend, 1. That all our con-
ferences gee to it that so far as possible
each church carry ot a strong program
for itg young people during this Mission-
ary Volunteer Week of Prayer. with
church assignments for the minigters
and other conference workers; that the
weeli be made & soul-winning effort for
youlh, and that it be followed up with
baptismal eclasses, and a thorough
grounding of the youth in the Christian

1ife,

“2 That where there is no conference
waorker, the Migsionary Volunteer Society
executive committee of the Missionary
hoard be responsible for the promoting
of these gervices.

“2 That wherever possible these meet-
ings]\ be held every night during the
week,

“4, That the church hoard and the
executive eommittee of the Missionary
Volunteer Soeciety form themselveg into
prayer bands; that the Personal Work-
evs’ Band be enlar%ed and engage in
soul winning, especially %etting in touch
with thoge of owr youth who are not
attending church, and that the naroes
of all these be placed on the praver
fist during the week, .

“H, That the special material in the
C'HURCH OFFICERS’ (AZETTE be used.”

In the ontline of plans for M.V,
Week found on page 31 of this num-
ber of the GazeT1®, or the first page
of the reprint, are given suggestions
for organizing, the materials which
are available for this week, and a st
of the M.V. Leaflets which the so-
eteties should get for free distribu-
tion fo young people during these
meetings, These supplies should be
ordered early from your Book and
Bible House in order that they may
be on hand and plans may be definitely
laid for their use. ) )

May God’s blessing rest upon each
Missionary Voluntcer officer, and may
Je lay npon each one a burden for thé
young people of the church,

AW, P,

wow
“HoMF is the resort of love; of joy,
of peace and plenty, where, dupport-

ing and supported, polished friends
and dear retations mingle into bliss.”
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Senior M. V. Meetings

Religious Liberty

(Program for March 5)
BY HEBEER H. VOTAW

Sone: “Faith of Our Fathers,” No. 50
in “Misgionary Volunteer Songs,”

PRAYER.

SECRETARY’S REPORT.

MissIoNARY REPORTS.

OFFERING.

BeADpING: “The Meaning of Democ-
raey.”
BEADING :
Man,”
CLosTNG EXERCISES.

Note to Leaders

Some of the material presented in
the Junior program for this same date
may be used also by the Seniors, if
you so desire.

“The Religious Rights of

The Meaning of Democracy

It has been truly said that “Demoe-
racy means, not, ‘I am as good as you
are,’ but, ‘you are as good as I am.’”

Those who fail to grasp this eardi-
nal distinetion utterly miss the mean-
ing of free government. Such are so
sonsitive that they take minbrage when
no offense was intended and resent
insults that are not offered. These
poor folk are so solfish that they for-
get the rights of others in the de-
fense of their own.

In many of the relationships of life
men are called upon to exercise the
same fundamental principles as are
found to rule in suecessful demoeratic
government, and we judge our fellows
by their reaction to these basic things.

The preat scholar is tolerant, con-
fident in what he knows, and aware
of tho larger amount he does not
know. Having learned to weigh faets
and place them in the right relation-
ghip to other known truths, he has
poise when assailed. He never gneers
at even the humblest of folk, know-
ing that truth sometimes chooses such
an ingtrument through which to reveal
itself.

The ons endowsd with great physi-
cal strength can afford to bear long
the boastings of the weak braggart.
Sometimes men that are veritable
giants physieally are exceedingly gen-
tle, apparently conscions that the
strength with which they have been
endowed lays the responsibility on
them of being careful of all others
who are weaker.

The executive who bas been en-
trusted with great power by his fel-
lows, if he is worthy of it, senses the
responsibility that goes with it and
hence ean never wield this power ar-
bitrarily.

The person or the people who are

given freedom without being econ-
gelous of its obligations as well as its
privileges, seldom use it well. As a
simple illustration, Society has learned
by painful experience that many a
prisoner hag been freed from penal
servitude without being prepared for
his liberty. All too often results have
been disastrous. Frequently the lib-
erated man undertakeg to show he “is
as good ag anybody else.” Fighting
against the feeling of infetiority, and
conseious of gome stigma attaching it-
self to him, he goes to the extreme in
demanding that everybody show him
partieular congideration,

People kept under the iron heel of
a tyrant for a long period generally
mistake license for liberty when they
are freed. Some of the most marked
characteristies shown by some of the
races and nations of earth ave evi-
dently engendered by their flerce de-
termination to prove that they are as
good as others. They are so sensitive
that their demands seem both unnee-
essary and unreasonable to people who
have long enjoyed full freedom.

For any nation truly to suceeed in
the highest funetions of government,
its people must remember that “there
will be no true freedom without vir-
tue.” Lord Bryece, long-time British
Ambassador to the United States, in
hig “The Amorican Commonwealth,”
has elearly stated some faets eoncern-
ing the republican formg of govern-
ment that shoold be known by all:

“It ia an old saying that mon-
archies live by honor, and republies
by virtue. The more democratic re-
publics beeome, the more the masses
grow econscious of their own power,
the more do they need to live, not only
by patrietism, but by reverence and
self-control, and the move essential to
their well-being are those sourees
whenes reverence and self-control
flow.”

The value of virtue as a source of
real freedom of government has heen
thus expressed: “Among a people gen-
erally eorrupt, liberty cannot long ex-
ist.” 'This is sasily understood. The
bagsis of all corruption is selfishness—
the desire to have more than one’s
neighbor has. When this develops, the
attempt is always made by the pow-
erful to take away the rights of the
weak., Real republics guarantee to
the minorities protection in the exer-
cize of every inherent right, and ma-
Jjorities have no advantages over the
smaller groups. The founders of the
Amertean nation saw these prineiples
elearly. Of Jefferson, for instanece,
it has been sajd that “his love of
liberty was never merely political, He
cared as much for the freedom and in-
dependence of the mind as for the
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frecdom and independence of the
state.” This attitude is essential to
progress, Without free thought and
free speech no new ideas can ever be
developed, and no wrongs can ever be
righted.

Sometimes in the attempt to develop
the highest type of efficiency, essen-
tial liberty is indirectly assailed. It
is recognized that government in the
hands of a single individual can often
bring about ehanges, even reforms,
more quickly than can the same re-
sult be obtained by an appeal to an
eleetorate, In the days of the Rus-
#ian czars a ukase was promulgated
forbidding the use of vodka, the na-
tional aleoholie drink, This of itself
was a good move. But to give un-
limited power into the hands of any
one person, even though he is benevo-
lently inelined, is to assume very
grave risks. Further, such a govern-
ment does nothing to enable the mass
of the people to learn the natural
self-control that is necessary for them
to be able to govern themselves.

Daniel Webster, commenting upon
these prineiples, said: “The first ob-
jeet of a free people iz the preserva-
tiom of their liberty, and liberty is
only te be preserved by maintaining
eonstitutional restraints and just divi-
aions of political power, Nothing is
more deceptive or more dangerous
than the pretense of a desire to sim-
plify government. The simplest gov-
ernments are despotisms, the next
simplest, limited monarchies; but all
republics, all governments of law,
must impose numerous limitations and
qualifications of authority, and give
many positive and many qualified
rights. In other words, they must be
subjeet to rule and regulation. This
is the very essence of free politieal
ingtitutions.”

Setting forth in his terse way the
need and the demand for governments
to preserve to all the liberties which
are God given, Lincoln said:

“The cause of eivil liherty must not
be surrendered at the end of one or
even one hundred defeats. . . . If
there is anything that is the duty of
the whole people never to entrust to
any hands but their own, that thing
is the preservation and perpetuity of
their own liberties and institutions.
. .. I fear you do not fully compre-
hend the danger of abridging the 1ib-
erties of the peopls. A government
had better go to the very extreme of
toleration than do aught that could
be eonstrued as an interference with
or a jeopardizing in any degree of the
eommon rights of the citizen,”,

Those who have tasted the joys of
freedom and liberty should be most
zealous and jealous in preserving to
themselves these rights. The natural
man is so selfish that unless restrained
by proper limitations he gathers to
himgelf power. Woodrow Wilson, no
mean historian, showed the necessity
for all the people to be alert in
guarding their rights, when he said:
“I challenge you to cite me an in-
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stanee in all the history of the world
where Liberty was handed dewn from
above, Liberiy always is attained by
the forees working below, underneath,
by the great movement of the people.”

The Religious Rights of Man

Bevonp the eiwil rights which man
has every duty to demand amd pre-
serve are the religious rights which
are inherent. Every man has a right
under God to worship God aecording
to the dictates of his own conseience,
The founders of the American na-
tion sought a govermment where they
wonld have a state without a lking
and a church without a pope. While
the old conception that kings rule
by divine right hag practically passed
away in the earth today, self-imposed
dietators have risen in many parts of
the world, These, drunk with power
and unaceustomed to its exereise, have
brought abouwt a condition that can
be eompared only to the times of the
tyrants of old. Not content with the
exercise of civil power some of these
have undertakem o manage rebigicm
also, Apparently these dietators ean-
not breok interferemee from any
gource. They leok upon the worship
of God as a denial of some of the
homage which they feel they should
receive, If it 18 not this that prompts
them, at least they seem to feel that
obedience tc any other power must
serve to place them in a secondary
position,

Every good Chrigtian must be a
good citizen. He will recognize that
the Founder of his faith has bidden
us to render unte Caesar the things
that are Caesar’s, as truly as Ie has
commanded that we are to render unto
God the things that are God’s. When
the things that pertain to the state,
conflict with our plain duty to God,
then we have a right to say with the
apostles of old: “We ought to obey
God rather than men.”

Last year there was celebrated the
ong hundred and fiftieth anniversary
of the writing of the American Con-
stitution. 'When it was first offered
to the different States for their rati-
fication, some of the best citizens had
grave doubts about it and protested
vigorously against its adoption. They
felt that their rights were not sufi-
ciently protected in the language of
the original Constitution, and it was
not until the leading men of the eoun-
try had promised that amendments
would he offered to take eare of the
objections voieed that the original
document was ratified.

The first ten amendments to the
Constitution are eommonly and popu-
larly known as the Bill of Rights.
They are partienlarly intended to for-
ever prevent the government from
infringing upon thoso natural, inhex-
ent gifts which man has from his
Creater. The very first of the amend-
ments says: “Congress shall make no
law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free ex-
ercise thereof.” This is a wise provi-
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sion. Whenever an attempt is made
to enforee religious beliefs under fear
of civil penalty, one of two things is
bound to vesult, If the eitizens re-
fuse to follow a government-enacted
statute that confliets with their con-
seientious gonvictions, they must suf-
fer perseeution. Tn the last analysis
they may even be called upon to seal
their faith with their blood, becom-
ing martyrs for their beliefs. On
the other hand, if they lack faith in
God and yield their consciences to the
mandates of the state, they are hypo-
crites.

The long history of the ages reveals
no darker chapters than those in
which a union of church and state,
religion and government, demanded
obedience to man-made laws which
were in eonflict with the commands of
God. The early Christian church gave
its martyrs by the thousands. During
the Dark Ages, millions sealed their
testimony with their blood. Hven
after the first gleams of goul liberty
were seen on the political horizon,
some of those who had suffered much
for the right to believe and worship
as they pleagsed turmed persecutors
when power was in their hands. On
the soil that now constitutes our na-
ticn the Puritans persecuted the Bap-
tists. The Quakers, meekeat of men,
were seourged and imprisoned and put
in the pillory and in the stocks in
more than one of the American eol-
cnies. Though the Catholics were
fairly strong in Maryland, outside of
its boundaries they were not allowed
to hold publie office exeept in Pennsyl-
vania under Penn. HEven after the
adoption of the Constitution, religicus
laws Temained on the statute books
of many of the eolonies. Forty-three
of the States of this Union have some
kind of Sunday laws on their statute
books. In gome States a man must
believe in future rewards or pumish-
ments or he cannot qualify as a wit-
ness or juror. In the State of Mary-
land there is no civil marriage cere-
mony. Every eouple desiring to be
united in wedloek must have the serv-
ies performed either by a rabbi, a
priest, or a Protestant minister.
These laws arve contrary to the spirit
of Americanism and are used by
bigots to perseeute their fellows.

The extremes to which men have
gone may be illustrated by reference
to the Sunday laws of New Jersey.
In that State no one can legally
travel more than fwenty miles on Sun-
day, and these twenty miles must be
traveled in going to and frem chureh,
Of course the law is largely a dead
letter, and yet some of its stringent
provisions have been resurrected in
recent times to close down all the
business in certain towns, On one
occasion a member of the State legis-
latare sought to have these Sunday
laws repealed, but three hundred min-
isters came to the Siate capitel to
protest against any change, claiming
that these blue laws are needed to
protect and preserve the sanectity of
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Bunday. In many States men have
been arrested for doing the simplest
kind of labor even in the confines of
their own homes,

‘We who understand the propheeies
of God’s word ecan zeadily see how
eagsy it would be for perseeution to
break out. We mmast do all we can
to enlighten our neighbors and friends
eoncerning the true principles of reli-
glous Hberty, and we must so live that
no matter what may come to us we may
be assured that the Lord will lead
us in all our ways and go With us
wherever He may lead.

3 %

Personal Work
(Program for March 12}
BY MYRTLE MILAM

OPENING SoNa: “Misgionary Volun-
teers,” No. 83. (All songs today
are listed in “Missionary Volun-
teer SBongs.”)

Praver—~followed by the
Prayer in unigon.

OFPERTORY,

SECRETARY'S REPORT.

MIsSIONARY EXPERIENCES.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

TaLk: “What Ts Personal Work$”

TaLk: “The Need of Personal Work,”

BpgcraL Music: “Lord, in the Morn-
ing,” No. 113.

SyMposiUM: “Requisites for Effective
Personal Work.”

Tauk: “A Personal Christian Experi-
ence,”

CONSECRATION APPEAL BY I.RADER.

Crosine SoNe: “Have Thine Own
Way, Lord,” No. 39.

What Is Personal Work?

THE meaning of personal iz “done
in persen,” “direet from one persom
te ancther.” Therefore, personal
work is Christian serviee performed
by one person for another directly.
Tt ig individual work for individuals.

The late H. Clay Trumbull was woun
to Christ largely through = personal
letter written him by a friend. THe,
in turn, became a great personal
worker. IHe said: “Reaching one per-
son at a time is the best way of reach.
ing all the world@ in time. . . . The
world is made up of individuals.
Christ longs for individuals to be in
Hig service. Therefore he who con-
giders Christ’s love, cr the world’s
needs, will think most of individuals,
and will do most for individuals.”

Lifesaving crews do not save the
shipwrecked in large numbers. Theirs
is a personal rescue work. A man
sinking beneath the waves for the lasgt
time is picked up. A sailor elings
to the rigging. The vessel iz fast
going to picees, but by heroie effort,

Tord’s
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he is saved. Thus the work goes on,
the faithful lifcsavers reseuing one
at a time, until all are safe,

Likewise souls are not saved in
grogps. Soul winning is a personal,
individual work, and souls who are
saved are usually picked up carefully,
lovingty, one at a time, The one
person seems to have been the conm-
gregation in mueh of Christ’s min-
istry., In this He has left ws an
example.

The youth often feel that beeause
they ecannot preach, or perhaps give
a Bihle study, they caunot do per-
sonal work for others. Listen to this
statement from “Testimonies,” Vol-
ume I, page 511: “Preachers, or lay-
men advanced in years, cannot have
one half the influenee upon the young
that the youth, devoted to God, can
have mpon their associates.” Youth
uneonsciously work for their asso-
ciates hy the imfluence of their daily
life.

We read of other ways of doing
personal work in “The Desire of
Ages,” page 822: “Ministry does not
consist alome in preaching. Those
minister who relieve the sick and suf-
fering, helping the needy, speaking
words of comfort to the desponding
and those of little faith.,” It may he
a small matter for you to speak the
one word for Ohrist that wins & needy
soul—a small matter to you, but it
is everything to Him. It is the for-
getting of the message that causes
personal work to be neglected. How
often we overlook doing the Tittle
things, while looking forward to do-
ing something which is called great
in man’s sight.

Briefly, personal work iz simply a
flowing forth of those heavenly prin-
ciples of love and goodness as mani-
fested in the life of Christ. Such
personal work will be geen in the life
of a Christian, whether he is a child,
a young person, or one of older years.
Bueh a life, we are told in “Prophets
and Kings,” pages 2338, 234, “is like the
mountain stream, fed by unfailing
springs, whose cool, sparkling waters
leap from rock to rock, refreshing the
weary, the thirsty, the heavy laden.
It is like a river constantly flowing,
and as it advances, becoming deeper
and wider, until its life-giving waters
are spread over all the earth. The
stream that goes singing on its way,
Jeaves behind its gift of verdure and
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fruitfulness, The grass on its banks
is a fresher green, the trees have a
richer verdure, the flowers are more
abundant. When the earth lies bare
and brown under the summer’s scorch-
ing heat, a line of verdure marks the
river’s eourse,

“Bo it i3 with the true child of
God. The religion of Christ revcals
itself as a vitalizing, pervading prin-
ciple, a living, working, spiritual en-
ergy. When the heart is opened to
the heavenly influence of truth and
love, these principles will flow forth
again like streams in the descrt, caus-
ing froitfulness to appear where now
are barrenness and dearth.”

The Need of Personal Work

“In the visions of the night a very
impressive scenc passed before me. I
saw an immense bal of fire fall among
some beautiful mansions, causing their
instant destruction. I heard some one
say, ‘We knew that the judgments of
God were coming upon the earth,
but we did not know that they would
come so soon,’ Others, with agenized
voices, said, ‘You knew! Why then
did you mnot tell us? We did not
know.’ On every side I heard similar
words of reproach spoken.

“In great distress I awoke. I went
to sleep again, and I seemed to be in
a large gathering, One of authority
was addressing the company, before
whom was spread out a map of the
world. He said that the map pie-
tured God’s vineyard, which must be
cultivated, As light from heaven
shone upon any one, that one was to
refleet the light to others. TLights
were to be kindled in many places,
and from these lghts still other
lights were to be kindled. . . .

“Tf every soldier of Christ had
done his duty, . . . the world might
ore this have heard the messags of
warning, But the work is years be-
hind. While men have slept, Satan
has stolen a mareh upon ns.—“Testi-
monies,” Vol. IX, pp. 48, 29.

Within eagy reach of cach of us
there are many lost souls who need
some one to show them the way.
Their eondition is a mute appeal to
us for help. Some of these persons
sif every week beside ws in chureh
and in Sahbath school. It seems un-
speakably sad to think of our allow-
ing them to sit there week after week,
while we make no personal effort to
bring them to Christ,
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Misgionary Volunteers have a great
responsibility in this matter. “We
ghould educate the youth to help the
youth; and as they seek to do this
work, they will gain an experience
that will qualify them to become con-
seerated workers in a larger sphere.”
—Id., Vol. VI, p. 115,

Requisites for Effective Personal

Work

1. Medation and Bible Study. Be-
gin the day with God, and with His
word. (Read Isaiah 50:4.) How
may I have the tongue of the learned?
This verse gives the seeret. God
wakens us morning by morning to
hear. Lo hear what? To hear the
words of wisdom spoken by God m
His book. Do you hear those words
overy morning when God awakens
you, before going forth to meet the
multitude? If o, you are promised
the tongue of the learned; you will
know how to speak a word in season
to those you meet through the day,
and sueeess will erown your efforts.

g Prayer. Jesus is our example,
He has taught us when, why, and
how to pray. All night or in the
early morning, while the city was
hushed in silonce, Jesus’ pleadings
were ascending to His Father from
the Mount of Olives. (Read John
7:63; 8:1.) Mother, brothers, and
disciptes feared for His health, but
Ho eame forth refreshed, morning by
morning, from thoge hours spent
alone with God in an endeavor to
bring the Iight of heaven to men. Tf
the Baviour of men, who never sinned,
felt the need of prayer,—fervent, con-
stant prayer—how much more should
we poor, sinful mortals feel the nced
of it.

“This Baviour, who prayed for those
that felt no need of praycr, and wept
for those that folt mo need of tears,
is mow before the throne, to receive
and present to Hig Father the peti-
tions of these for whom He prayed
on earth”—“Testimonies,”” Vol IV,
p. 525. This same Baviour has sent
the following word to you and me
through His servant: “Persevering
prayevy will bring souly to the eross.”
—lId., Vol. VII, p. 87. Do you believe
this promise, dear persomal worker?
If it is not 2 reality to you, ask
Jesug to make it so.

8. Voice Culture. “In all our work,
more attention should he given to the
culture of the veice, . .. The ability
to speak plainly and clearly, in full,
round foneg, is invaluable in any line
of work, ...

“The one who gives Bible readings
in the econgregation or in the family
should be able to read with a soft,
musical eadence which will charm the
hearers. . . .

“Let all make the most of the tal-
ent of speeech. . . . The truth is too
often marred by the channel through
which it passes. . . .,
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“Young men and young women, has
God placed in your hearts a desire to
do service for Him? Then by all
means cultivate the voice to the ut-
most of your ability, se that you ean
make plain the precious truth to
others.”—Id., Vol. VI, pp. 380-383,

“I'he tones of the voice have much
to do m affecting the hearis of those
that hear.’—Id.,, Vol II, p. 615.

“The teachings of Chrisi were im-
pressive and solemn: His voice was
melodions. And ghould not we, as
well as Christ, study to have melody
in our veieces?’—Id., p. 617,

“When we give ourselves to Christ
in wholehearted devotion, angels ve-
joice that they may speak through
otir vowces to reveal God’s love’—
“The Desire of dges,” p. 897,

4. Refinement ond True Christian
Courtesy. “Those who make the most
of their privileges and epportunities
will be, in the Bible sense, talented
and edueated men; not learned merely,
but educated, in mind, in manners, in
deportmment. They will be refined,
tender, pitiful, affectionate.”—“Testi-
monies,” Vol. IV, p. 548,

“Thers iz the greatest mnecessity
that men and women who have a
linowledge of the will of God, should
learn to become suecessful workers in
Mig cause. They should be persons of
volish, of understanding, not having
the deceptive outgide gloss and sim-
pering affectation of the worldling,
but that refinement and true couwrte-
ougness which savors of heaven, and
which every Christian will have if he
is a partaker of the divine nature.”
—Id., p. 358.

5, Warmhearted Sociability. There
is a great deal in being sociable and
warmbearted, and in manifesting per-
sonal interest in others. Many ean
be won in this way. Our teaching
and admonitions shouid fall like drops
of gentle rain, not like hard gravel
I sometimes fear that our efforts are
well illustrated by this almost fatal
incident:

A man was drowning in a pond on
a ecold day. Some one desivous of
helping him gave him the end of a
plank, The man tried repeatedly to
get hold and thus save himself, but
could mot. TFinally, in despair he
eried: “Do give me the other end of
the plank; this end is jey!” Tn our
efforts to help others we meed to be
sure that we do not hold out to them
the iey end of the plank,

A Personal Christian

Experience

PrrsorNaL work must be preceded
by a personal Christian experience.
If this be time, then personal work
must begin with myself, The motives
of my heart must be purified. My
heart’s prayer will be: “Search me,
0 God, and know my heart: try me,
and know my thoughts: and see if
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there be any wicked way in me, and
lead me in the way everlasting.”

“Keep thy heart with all diligenece;
for out of it are the issues of life”
Bince humanity has no power to re-
penerate itself, how are my thoughts
and motives to be purified and kept
pure? We wead in “The Desire of
Ages,” page 493: “Nothing reaches
se fully down to the deepest motives
of ¢onduet as a sense of the pardom-
ing love of Christ.” Dear young soul,
have you sensed the vardoning love
of Christ? If not, ask Jesus to help
you to sense it today.

As Jsrael in the wilderness when
bitten by the serpents, must look at
the brazen serpent on the cross im
order to live; so we must ook upon
Jesus, the Life-giver, in order to have
life eternal. To refuse to look is to
perish.

Let’s take just one look at Jespus,
our sin-pardoning Saviour, in the Gar-
den of Gethsemane. Jesus lived be-
tween the mountain and the multitude,
That night ho was not on the moun-
tain with God tho Father, but was
numbered with the multitude—with the
tranggressors.

All through Jesus’ life Me had
walked in the light of God’s presence;
He could say MHis Father was with
Him; but now He must feel the
wrath of God against transgression.
When we speak of Gethscmane, our
minds turn to ome event only—the
agony of the Son of God.

Jesus became strangely silent as
He and His diseiples approached the

gardem. He groaned with the weight
of your sin and mine. He was fak-
ing the sinner’s yplace. Is the way

of the transgressor easy$ Indeed,
no; sin is an awful load to carry.
Jegus exchanged places with you and
me, The wrath that sbould have
fallen wpon me, now began to fall
upon Him,

Tle prayed for the eup to pass if
possible, but the last part of Jesuy’
prayer was His assarance of victory,
“as Thon wilt” Do you know, dear
young friend, that that is the secret
of = victorions Christian life? When
you and I ean pray that prayer in
the spirit and mind of Jesus, then
Jesus will be able to take from us our
imperfections of character, but not
until then,

The picture of Jesus’ agony grew
vet darler. Satan had been planning
all during Christ’s ministry for this

19

very time, If we conld have drawn
aside the curtain, we would have seen
the Batanie forces surrounding the
Son of God, seen the pure and holy
angels amarzed and grieved and lomg-
ing to bring wvelief to their loved
Commander, but unable to do so; for
He must drink the eup, he must make
an ¢scape for man by paying the
penalty for transgression with death.

The second and third time He
prayed, the prayer was worded just
a little diffcrently, as thowgh He un-
derstood that it was not the Father’s
will for the cup to pass. “If this
cup may not pass away from Me,
except I drink if, Thy will be dome.”
His decision was made; e would save
the world at any cost. He had left’
the courts of glory; He wounld not
furn from His mission. Having made
His decigion, He fell dying to the
ground. The angel Gabriel was sent,
not to remove the cup, but to
strengthen Him o drink it, and to
assure Him of the Pather’s love.

Does not such love break your
heart, ‘dear youth? Does it not make
you want to steal away to some quiet
place and give your whole life to
Christ for serviee?

Yos, we must look and continue to
look at Jesus’ life, in order that our
lives might be measured according to
the pattcern.

You ask, How do we look? We have
the Bible and a flood of light on the
Bible—the Spirit of propheey, and
excerpts from the Spirit of prophecy
especially prepared for young peovle
in the book, “Messages to Young
Poople.” The instruetion contained
therein will lead you, step by step,
up the Christian highway., How can
you know the way otherwise? Too
many times, our experience is like
that of a man making an auto trip,
who is so busy driving he does not
have time to look at the road map.
Am T go busy frying to get to heaven
that I do not have time fo read how
to find the way there? How can I
help any one else to find the way if
1 do not kmow it myself? Can you
not see, dear youth, that this experi-
meontal knowledge of Jesus’ love must
first be yours before yom ecan help
some other soul to know it? Pray
that you may have it, and help an-
sWer yonr own prayers by reading
the messages that God bas sent to you,
The Holy Spirit will then do Iis work
for youn if you are willing.
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Loyalty to God’s Purpose
for Us

{(Program for March 19)
BY JOHK FORD

OPENING SoNG: “Can the World See
Jesug in You?” (The songs today
are listed in “Missionary Volunteer
Songs.”)

PRAYER.

OFFERTORY.

SECRETARY’S REPORT,

MISsIONARY REPORTS,

Soro Axp DUET: ‘“No Reom for
Jesus,”

TaLK: “God’s Plan for Us.”

TaLk: “Behold Christ.”

Crosing Song: “Have Thine Own
Way, Lord.”

BENEDICTION.

God’s Plan for Us

“HE gaith unto them, Whose ig this
image and superseription? They say
unte Him, Caesar’s, Then zaith He
unto them, Render therefore unto
Cacsar the things which are Caegar’s;
and unto God the things that are
God’s” Matt. 22.20, 21,

In this interesting illustration which
Jegus used to decide a most important
guestion propounded by His enemies,
He left ug a striking example of the
manner in which ths judgment will be
conducted in the courts of heavem.
When the Judge of the universe de-
eides the destiny of men and women
from this world, undoubtedly He will
ask the guestion, What image and su-
perseription does thisz person hear?
Frery young person bears an image
and carrieg a supergeription, He bears
either a heavenly image or an earthly
image, and his superseription iz the
name of Christ or the name of Satan.
If we Dbear the image of God and
carry the name of Jesus Christ upon
us, then we shall be rendered wunto
God at the gzecond coming of Jesus
Christ; if we bear the image of this
world and earry the superseription of
Satan, then we shaill be given over
into the hands of Satan and left in
his eustody at the second coming of
Jesus Christ.

The image that we bear is not the
expregsion of our fages or the form
of our physical bodies. The physieal
form which we bear and the features
of our facs are given to us at birth,
We inherit them. We generally carry
a physical likemess to our paremts.
It is impossible to change our features
by physieal effort.

So it is that if we expect to bear the
image of our heavenly Father we
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musgt be born again, “Verily, verily,
I say unto thee, Exeept a man be
born again, he cannot gee the king-
dom of God,” John 3:5. No one
ean ever hope to be taken to heaven
at the second coming of Christ unless
he is born again, for no one ean ex-
pect to bear the image of the heavenly
Father until he becomes a son or
a daughter of God,

It is not a complicated step to he-
come a c¢hild of God. “But ag many
as received IHim, to them gave Ie
power to hecome the sons of God,
even to them that believe on His
name.” John 1:12, What does it
mean to receive Himd (Of course,
“Him” refers to Jesus.) To receive
Jesus into the heart and life simply
means that the ginmer who iz not a
child of God decides to forsake his
life of sin and surrender every known
wrong in hig life. He begomes willing
fo live a new life. For hiz past mis-
takes he eannot make atonement, he
cannot take back the evil words he
has spoken, nor can he change the
wrong acis he has performed. The
onty way he can get rid of his past
life i3 to aceept by faith God’s plan
of letting Jesus become responsible
for every wrong word that has been
spoken and every wrong act that has
been performed. Then Jesus takes
your life of gin, all your mistakes and
shorteomings; and you take Jesuw
pure life, His life of perfection and
ginlesgness,

Thug when you have received Christ,
God no longer looks at your mistakes
and failures, for Jesus has taken
them. He has paid the penalty for
them by His death upon the eross;
then God looks af your life and sees
only the perfeet life of Jesus, which
life yom have now received by faith.
Any one who wishes to forsake his
life of gin and who sincerely desires
to have Christ’s perfect life in its
stead, may do so, for this gift of God
comes freely to each one who believes
and accepts the plan. Then as soon
as one has received Christ, God gives
him power to become a son of God.

This plan for the adoption into the
heavenly family hag beem so fully
completed that it has become a law
of God. God’s laws never change.
We have the law of gravity, which
heolds objects to the surface of this
world as it rotates upon ity axis, If
an objeet is thrown overboard from
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an airplane, it ig dvawn to the earth
by the law of gravity, We could say
that before an object is thrown over-
board, it is predestined to fall to the
earth; that is, it would be destined
to strike this earth if it were thrown
overboard, even before it was taken
up into the air. Romans 8:29 tells
us, “For whom He did foreknow, He
also did predestinate to be eonformed
to the image of His Son, that he
might be the first-born among many
brethren.” Thus each persom who re-
eeives Jesus Christ is destined to be-
come conformed to the image of the
Son; and those who have not yet re-
cetved Jesus Christ are, even before
they have recelved Him, predestined
to become conformed to the image of
Christ upon the comdition that they
will receive the Saviour,

The points which I especially wish
to emphasize are that Ged has a law,
a spiritual law, which has been in
operation and will continue to operate
untll Christ returns, and that by
means of that law each person may
bear the image of the heavenly Fa-
ther if he will only receive Christ as
his personmal Saviour. The power of
God to save one and to conform one
to the image of His Son is unlimited.
God can create worlds from nothing.
God can and has formed all types of
vegetable and animal life. Ged ere-
ated man from the very dust of the
earth and created him in His own
image; therefore, let us not doubt
God’s power to re-form us and to give
us the image of His Som when we
aceept the conditions which God has
given,

Behold Christ

AFTER he has aceepted the plan of
salvation there is still something for
the Christian to do, so that he may
obtain the image of Christ in his
character. “Bat we all, with open
face beholding as in a glass the glory
of the Lord, are changed into the same
image from glory to glory even as
by the Spirit of the Lord.”” 2 Cor.
8:18, When we are born again, which
birth takes place at the very Dbegin-
ning of the Christian life, we bear
the image of Christ to a certain de-
gree. But the longer we hive in the
Chrigtian life the more strikingly we
bear the image of Jeswus. Wo are
transformed gradually from glory to
glory as we behold Jesus Christ.
Chrigt becomes our pattern of life,
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and we congtantly strive tn live the
kind of life Jesus lived, We strive
to be kind as Jesus was kind. We
behold the words and habits of Jesus,
20 that our lives may be conformed to
His praetices and principles of life.
We behold the merey of Jesus so that
we may be merciful. As we behold
Him we are changed, not by our own
efforts, but by the Spirit of the Lord.
It is as hopeless a task for a person
through his own efforts to make him-
self over to look like the Son of God
as it is for a piece of stone to form
itself into a beantiful statue. The
seulptor must hew tho stone in order
to make it appear in the form of an
image. Thus the great Master Sculp-
tor, our heavenly Father, must hew
our hearts and take from them. every
base act and wrong desire and trans-
form us until we finally bear the im-
age of His Son. As the piece of stone
is slowly transformed into the beauti-
ful sione, 8o the human heart is also
glowly transformed into a moTe per-
fect image of Jesus.

‘We must not bhecome impatient if
the process seems slow. The only
time we should be worried ig When the
process of transformation stops, and
we are making no progress im the
Christian pathway. You must not
bhecome impatient with God or get
discouraged beeauge you feel you have
not made the progress that you would
like to have made in the Christian
pathway, If it is definitely elear to
your mind that you are living closer
to God today than you have ever
lived hefore, them you have a great
deal for whieh to be thankful. You
know that the grace of God and His
power are still operating in your
heart to tramsform you from glory
to glory. It takes time for God to
transform a person’s character. Tt
does not take time for God to for-
give; He forgives instantly. Tt does
not take time for God to accept one
as His child; that transaetion also
takes place instantly. But as long as
one lives as a child of God, he grad-
ually and constantly beeomes more
like his heaventy Father.

You must trust yourself in the
hands of God, letting Him earry out
His ultimate plan for you. You do
not hesitate to plaes a letter you have
written in the hands of a postman
for him to deliver. It may he several
days before the letter arrvives at its
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destination; yet yom have confidence
in the postal system. You do not hesi-
tate to place your broken wateh in the
hands of a jeweler to have it repaired,
even though he may need several days
in order to make the repair. We un-
derstand that we do not arrive at
our destination the very moment we
step aboard a steamer. We may have
to wait days or woeks bhefore the
steamer will arrive at the ultimate
destination,. We do not worry as
Jong as the ship i moving toward the
goal,

I am sure that you would mever see
Josus attending a theater where com-
mon worldly amusement is presented;
thus when you hehold Iim you will
not be led toward such type of amuse-
ment. As you behold Christ you
would not see Him attending a danee,
and so you will be led away from such
places. We could go on and apply
this to every sin im life. So as you
behold Jesus you are led moi to com-
mit sin,

Ome of the greatest obstacles in the
way of young people aa they endeavor
to live a Christian Jife is that they are
tempted to behold one anoiher rather
than to behold Jesus, There is scarcely
ever a question in the minds of young
peopte a8 to what Jesus would do
about a eertain temptation, but many
of them are tempted to copy the lives
of other professed Christians rather
than the perfeet life of Jesus. No
one will ever beeome eonformed to
the image of Christ while beholding
gome imperfeet man, What young
man would choose as his example a
doctor who had been a failure? What
girl, desiring to become a good stenog-
rapher, would pattern her life affer
a stenographer who had failed in her
profession? We always try to choose
the most suecessful people ag ouwr
examples. There is only ome person
who never made a mistake in the
Chrigtian life. That person iz Jesus,
His example will mever lead ome
agtray.

T think of the Christian people
traveling in a great processiom to-
ward the kingdom of God and march-
ing in single file. At the head of the
proeession is Jesus, Constantly young
people and older people are stepping
into ¢he ranks following on foward the
eternal kingdom. Tt makes a differ-
ence at what peint you step into the
ranks. If you take your place in the
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line of march behind some church
member, no matter how good he may
be, if he should fall, you are destined
to fall over him, for he has fallen in
front of you. There aro many thou-
sands of professed Christians who
have wandered away and become back-
sliders, becaunse they were copying
some man’g life. When this person
did not Tive up to their ideals they be-
came discouraged. I determined as
T cntered this Iime of mareh toward
the Ekingdom of God that T would
take my place immediately behind
Jesus. It is then impossible for any
man to cause me to stumble, hecause
Chrigt i3 my leader. I shall march
next to Him. Even though every sup-
posedly good member or cven every
leader in the chureh may fall and
leave the truth, it will not affect me,
beeause I am not following them—
T am following Jesus and looking unto
Him.

Another great mistake many make
is that of looking at themsclves. You
will never be greatly inspired by look-
ing at your own life. Whenever you
look at your own life, you have to
loek back. Did you ever try to walk
backwards? You would certainly
stumble and fall before you walked
very far. You must look ahead if you
expeet to keep from falling, Paul
gives us good eounsel concerning our
past. (Read Philippiang 3:13, 14.)
The apostle Paul had his eyes fixed
upon Chrigt. He realized hizs own
failures and mistakes, but he did not
allow his attention to be distraeted
from Christ. You eannot change yes-
terday’s mistakes; you eannot take
hack one word thal was spoken even
ten minutes ago. All you ean do is
to ask forgiveness, and then you need
not think of those mistakes again, but
set your faee forward, look unfo
Jesug, andl press toward the goal of
perfeetion,

I want you to behold Christ, that
you may hecome eonformed to His
image. T want you to see Him as He
worked faithfully at the earpenter’s
bench, that you may be faithful in
the everyday duties of life. I want
you to see Jesus as He fed the hungry
and looked after the poor, so that
your life will be eonformed to His,
that you may be eongiderate of those
who are unfortunate in life. T want
you to see Jesus as He received the
children and blessed and encouraged
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them, so that you, too, may be kind
toward the children. I want you to
see Jesus when the woman taken in
adultery was brought befors Him, and
He said, “Neither do I condemn thee:
go, and sin no more,” that you, too,
may have merey in your heart for
thogse who have fallen into sin. T
want you to see Jesus as He stood
before the aceusing throng of fhose
who lied about Him and asked that
He be crucified. Notice that He did
uot answer them with any unkind
words, I want you to see Jegug upon
the eross as Ie spoke to His disciple
John, asking him to look after Hig
mother, that you, too, may be con-
siderato of your parents when they
become aged. I want you fo see
Jesus as He gave His life on Cal-
vary’s cross to save the lives of poor,
unfortunate mankind, that you, too,
may give your life for the salvation
of others. And one day in the very
rear future when Christ returns, you
may bear His image and be taken
with those who shall go with Him
to that beautiful new earth.

W

Nature Education
(Program for March 26)
BY H. W, CLARK

Bonas For Topay: Nos, 320, 312, 329,
330, 428, 578, in “Christ in Song

ScriprURE BEADING: Job 37:1-13.

PRAYER.

TESTIMONY STUDY:; #“The Meaning of
Nature.”

SpECIAL MUSIC.

TaLg: “The Value of Nature Educa-
tion.”

TaLr: “Nature and Recreation.”

TALk: “Nature and Music,”

RECIPATION OR SoNg: “Trees.”

CLosinG EXERCISES 0rR RENEDICTION.

Note to Leaders

Please consult the Junior program
for this date, and inelude any ma-
terial for whish you have time today.

The Meaning of Nature

1. WHAT purpose did God have in
the creation of ths things of nature?

“The whole natural world is de-
signed to be an interpreter of the
things of God.”—*“Counsels to Teach-
ers,” p. 180,

2. What lesson does the beauty of
nature teach us?

“The things of nature speak to man
of his Creafor’s love.”—“Patriarchs
and Prophets,” p. 589,

3. Who can understand nature’s les-
sons

“The open heart can be impressed
with the love and glory of God as

The Church Officers’ Gazette

seen in the works of His hand. The
listening ear can hear and under-
gtand the communications of God
through the works of mature.—Tes-
timonies,” Vol. III, p. 333.

4, To how many of nature’s activ-
ities may we look for lessons of divine
truth ¢

“There is 4 lesson in fhe sunbeam,
and in the various objects in mature
that God has presented to our view.
The green fields, the lofty trees, the
buds and flowers, the passing clond,
the falling rain, the babbling brook,
the sun, moom, and stars in the
heavens, all invite our attention and
meditation, and bid us becomne ae-
quainted with God, who made them
all.*—Ibid.

5. How has sin affeeted nature?

“The things of nature upom which
we look today give us but a famf
econception of Bden’s beauty and
glory.”—Id., Vol. FIII, p. 256.

6. Has sin desiroyed the beauty of
nature$

“Though sin has marrved the form
and beauty of the things of nature,
. . . yet they etill speak of God.”"—
Id., pp. 856, 257.

“Bven in their blighted state, all
things reveal the handiwork of the
great Master Artist.”—“Ministry of
Healing,” p. £11.

7. To what class of people should
nature study appeal most?

“The poet and the naturalist have
many things to say about nafure, but
it is the Christian who enjoys the
boauty of the earth with the highest
appreciation, because he reeognizes
his Father’s handiwork, and pereeives
His love in flower and shrub and
tree”—"Steps to Christ,” p. 87,
pocket edilion.

8. What is the relation between
nature gfudy and Bible study?

“In the natural world, God has
placed in the hands of the children
of men the key to unlock the treasure
house of His word. The ungeen is
illustrated by the seen; divine wis-
dom, eternal truth, infinite graee, are
understood by the things that God
has made.”-—*“Counsels to Teachers,”
p. 187.

9. Is the Bible necessary as a guide
to nature study?

“Only in the light that shines from
Calvary can nature’s teaching he read
aright.*—“Education,” p. 101,

(Nore,—Men of the world, who do
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not Trecognize the Bible truths of
creation and redemption, are led mto
error in regard to the Interpretation
of natural phenomena. Evolution has
been substituted for the truth of crea-
tion, and God’s momentary power in
nature is overlooked.)

10. 'What jnfluence may true naturg
study have in the lives of Christ’s Lol-
lowers?

“Ag the sun goes forth on its errand
of love, dispelling the shades of night,
and awakening the world fo life, so
the followers of Christ are to go
forth on their migsion, diffusing the
light of heaven upon those who are in
darkness of error and sin—“Mount
of Blessing,” p. 63,

“In itgelf the beanty of mnature
leads the soul away from sin and
worldly attractions, and toward pur-
ity, peace, and Cod."—*Counsels to
Teachers,” p. 186.

Value of Nature Education

THE greatness of the American
nation is largely due to the nature
contacts of her people. We have
grown up on a wild, free soil, unfet-
tered by the stagnating influences of
traditional enlture, Inspired by the
freedom of the wild, we have devel-
oped an imitiative and imdependence
of action unkmown in history, Chal-
lenged by the hardships of pioneer
life, the founders of our nation
learned to endure privations, to per-
severe in spite of handieaps, and fo
build a solid, praetieal economic and
goeial strueture that is foday world
renowned. The contact of our fore-
fathers with the perils of the wild,
developed 1n them those elements of
character that have made Ameriea
great,

If the initiative, independence, and
integrity of our people are to be pre-
served, we must in some way help our
youth to love and appreciate the world
of nature, They must be interested
in the forest life, wmust come to know
the secrets of bird life, must love the
gimple beauty of the wild flowers,
In this way they find in their lives
the same refining, invigorating in-
fluences that were enjoyed by their
fathers. Only by nature contacts can
they be saved from the soffening of
moral fiber that is the sure result of
continuons subjection to the influence
of the artifieial life of eivilization.

In its spirifual influences, mnature
offers its greatest benefit. Free from
the prejudices and creeds of human
interpretation, if speaks a language of
universal appeal. Revealing the wis-
dom of the Tnfinife, it ieaches man
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the valie of higher things. In itself
it leads the mind away from all that
is low and tawdry; it appeals to the
deepest instinets of infegrity and up-
rightness, and by its quiet, simple
beauty, it reveals the frue greainess
of simplicity, Unconsciously the na-
ture student grows to appreciate the
valug of a mnoble character, and
Jearns those clements that make hiy
life fragrant with the graces of a high
gpiritual life,

It is 2 remarkable faet that great
naturalists are always men of' true
refinement, gentleness of character,
deep sympathies, ¢lean lives, and pro-
found spiritual vision, The daily eon-
templation of nature has wrought into
their lives all those qualities that wo
so mueh admire. Surely these same
influences ought to be made available
to the children and youth of teday,
if we hope to develop in them the
fundamental principles that make
for strength of eharacter.

Nature and Recreation

THERE are four essentials whieh
must be met in anything that offers
ms proper means of recreation.

The first one is that it must be @
diversion from the ordingry routine
of life. To brain workers it must
he something of a physical exertion,
or an entire change of mental occupa-
tion. The tired student who turng
to indoor amusemcnts, such as cards
©r games that require no plysical ex-
ercise, ig net obtaiming true recrea-
tion. Muscular workers mneed some-
thing whieh will divert their attention
while allowing their #ired muscles a
chance to rest. Some games seem to
do this, but many of the exeiting in-
door games keep the body on a tension
that prevents the relaxation necessary
for real reereation.

In this point, nature offors to both
classes 2 variety of opportunities for
recreation, To the mental worker, the
exereise, the change in environment,
the mew interests, and the relaxation
for tired nerves bring new health and
vigor. To the muscular workey, there
are many chances for relaxation—in
the eool of a beauntifui grove, by the
side of some quict stream, or in the
enjoyment of the musie of the birds—
that build up the physical forees as
well as the mental, and send the tired
worker back stronger and betier able
to go on with his daily toil,

The seeond essential is that it must

The Church Officers® Gazette

be interesting. However diverting
any enterprise imay be, it fails to
aceomplish its real aim unless it holds
the interest. Here again, nature offers
an infinite variety of interests for-all
classes of people, The artist may
revel in the echanging ecolors and
forms in earth and sea and sky. The
lover of music may find selos,
choruses, symphonies, and all kinds
of musical combinations in the sounds
that the fields and woods, the moun-
tains and the secashore, econtinually
pour ferth. Let any one sleep om the
beaeh, listening to the orchestra of
the waves, and he will find his musical
nature stirred by what he hears, The
active individual, the athlete, finds
stunts to test his merve and musecle in
the hills, the ¢liffy, or the waters of
river or sea. The teacher, the minis-
ter, or the homemaker will find illus-
trations in nature that will interest
and appeal, and that may be applied
practically to their work., In faeg,
whatever a man’s occupation, there is
something in the great out-of-doors to
hold his attention and interest if he
but learns to seek it ont.

The third essential in any recrea-
tiom is that it must be dnvigerating.
Here again, nothing ean compare with
reereation in the open air, The fresh
air, the sunshine, and the play of
breezes upon the human body are
God’s original therapewtic measures,
and the more we make use of them,
the better our health will be.

The fourth essential is that any
form of recreation, to be trne to its
name, must be wplifténg im dts fend-
eney. Tt must turn the attention to
higher and loftier things tham ean be
found in the daily grind. This may
seem like an impossibility in some
eases, but nevertheless it must be
true; otherwise some classes of people
would find it neecessary to turn to
amusements that would degrade their
souls, Tf the minister of the gospel
must turn to some form of recreation
that lowers his mental and spiritual
tone, in order to have diversiom, them
reereation wonld be to him a danger-
ous thing. If the thinker must spend
some time each day in nonsense for
the sake of diversion, then recreation
would be a menaee to intellectuality,
If the wise man had to spend some
time in foolishness in ordér to make
life interesting, then wisdom must
be o duli accomplishment. So we
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maintain that any -reereation, in order
to qualify as true reereation, must
be uplifting to both the mental and
the spiritual life.

In this fourth and greatest essem-
tial, nature is preeminently qualified
to take precedence over all other forms
of recreation. No matter what a per-
son’s daily work may be,—whether
laying bricks, chopping wood, mining
¢oal, or preaching the gospel,—there
ig something in nature that offers him
the ideal diversion from the routine
of daily life, and leads his mind to
higher and more profitable themes
than he can find in his work. Nature
is God’s originzl plan for human
recreation, and if would be well for
us to give more serious attemtion to
the opportunities that it offers us.

Nature and Music

NaTURE has furnished the inspira-
tion for many of the most beautiful
songs we know. Mrs. Carrie Jacobs-
Bond wrote “The End of a Perfect
Day” aftcr a day spent among the
hills and valleys of Southern Cali-
fornia. The finest and best of our
secular songs are full of references
to the flowers, birds, trees, sky, sun-
shine, and other watural beauties. Our
sacred mugle employs nature as a
medinm of praise. No more exalfed
ideas can be found anywhere than in
Addison’s hymn,
“The spacious firmament on high,

With all the blue ethereal sky,

And spangled heavens, a shining frame,
Their great Original preclaim.”

Or Watts’ hymn,

‘““There’s not a plant or flower beiow
But makes Thy glories known."”

There seems to be something of
divine ingpiration in the beauty of
nature that exalts the mind of man
and gives him an apypreciation of true
worth.

Instrumental compositions have
drawn from nature in two ways. Some
attempt to copy or reproduce the
sounds of nature; others try to ex-
press in musieal language the impres-
sions that nature gives to the com-
poser. .

Mo the hstenmg‘ ear, nature is vi-
brant with musm Go out inte the
woods, or inte & 2rove or park away
from the artificial sounds of human
activity, and listen to nature’s musie,
The thousahds of leaves rustling in
the breeze will give'a hundred har-
monies.  Now -apd’ then 2 branch or
twig will vibrate in the wmd adding a
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gtaccato mote to the leafy orchestra.
Then a hird or two, or even a whole
flock, may furnish a special number
to enliven the program.

Water in motion affords many a
pleasant orchestral eomposition, Lis-
ten to the patter of the rain on the
leavgs, and you will hear a great
variety of notes, all softly blended in
perfect harmony, yet endlessly varied
aceording to the type of leaf and the
size and vehemence of the raindrops.
A litile brooklet chattering over the
rocks makes exquisite choruses. And
for full orehestra or band effect the
oeean waves on a rocky shore will
furnish endless thrills.

Some of the finest of nature’s musie
iz lost to most of us, for we so sel
dom improve the oppertunity of listen-
ing for it. But if we should go off
into the depth of the forest, or by
someé lonely river, or on some solitary
ntountainside away from human habi-
fation, take our blanket, or better yet,
lie down on nature’s earpet of pine
needles or on the velvety grass, and
keep very quiet for an hour or two,
there would gradually come to the con-
sciousness a full and rick melody of
sound that we have little realized be-
fore. It would be all the sweeter for
its softness, and the more appreciated
for its rarvity. It is one of those
sweeter experlences whieh we geldom
know, yet whieh lies within the pos-
sibility of every one of us,

Trees

1 THINE that I shall never gee

A poem lovely as a tree.

A tree whose hungry mouth is
presse

Against the earth's sweet flowing
breast ;

A tree that logks at God all day

And 1ifts her leafy arms to pray i

A tree that may in summer wear

A negt of robing in her hair;

Tpon whose bosom snow has lain

Who intimately lives wlth rain.

Toems are made by fools like me,

But only God can make a tree,

—Joyece Kilmer,
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Junior M. V. Meetings

Religious Liberty
(Program for March 6)

BY HEBER H. vOTAW

Sowg: “Yaith of Owr Fathers,” No,
50 in “Missionary Velunteer Songs.”

PRAYER.

SECRETARY’S REPORT.

OFFERTORY.

ReapING: “Religious Liberty.”

BrEcial Music. (Patriotic gelection,
or “How Betsy Made the Flag”
No. 175. If your meeting is held
during the week, follow the diree-
tions given at the end of the song.)

Pornm: “Our Flag.”

HXERCISE: “Bignifieance of Colors,”
(By four Juniors. Have flag dis-
played.}

Song: “Ameriea.”

BENEDICTION,

Our Flag

OxLY some stripes of red and white
And some stars on a ground of blue;
Only a little cotton flag,
Is il anything more to you?

Oh, yes, Indeed!
You are safe on land or sea;

It gtands for Ameriea, brave and strong,
No matter where It may be.

Il stands for a land where God is King,
Where Hils peace and His truth ave

For beneath its folds

free.
Let us love 1t well and leep 1t pure
Ag our banner of liberty.

—-The Mayflower,

Religioue Liberty

BOMETIMES people who have great
blessings enjoy them without giving
much thought to the thing that made
these possible for them. Every Amer-
tean should oeeasionally review the
history of the founding of the United
States of Ameriea.

Long before the new world was dis-
covered, men in other parts of the
world had been striving to obtain
privileges which we today aceept as
ourg without thinking of how we ob.
tained them. After Ameriea was
found, those who had been suffering
both political and eivil persecution
naturally turned to a land where no
government had been established, in
the hope that they might have a
place to live free from the domination
of either a king or a pope.

The Pilgrims who did not believe
the teachings of the established ehurch
in Furope, settled in what is now
Masgsachusetts, landing at Plymouth
Rock. Mempers of the FEpiseopal
Church located in large numbers in
what i3 now Virginia. The Quakers,
who had been bitterly persecuted in
Europe, founded the eclony of Penn-
sytvania, or “Penn’s Woods,” in honor
of William Penn who was their be.

loved leader. Members of the Dutch
Reform Church settled in New York,
The Moravians were given a home and
freedom in parts of Pennsylvania.
The Catholies found liberty for them-
selves and their beliefs in Maryland,
Representatives of other nations and
other religions came to America’s
shores also. These were all sturdy
folk ‘who brought many good things to
their adopted land, but the best of all
their fraits was a love for liberty
gso deep and strong that they were
willing to give their all, even life
itgelf, for if.

All these people or their ancestors
had suffered hardship and persecu-
tion for thefr religious beliefs. It
would naturally be supposed thai the
thought uppermost in the hearis of
most of these early immigrants was
that here they might worship God as
they pleaged without fear of heing
molested by any eivil rulers.

It would also be natural to suppose
that their suffering would make them
toterant toward those who did mot
helieve as they did; that having seen
how unjust and un-Christlike it iz to
use force in matters of religious
thought, they would have always been
charitable and kind to those who dis-
agreed with them. But the natural
heart of man does not willingly give
to others all the privileges that it
secks for itself, and though we are
ashamed to have to reeord it, it was
not long hefore persecution broke out
in this country.

Many religious laws were enacted
by the colonists aceording fo the be-
liefs and opinions of the different see-
tions of the land. There were Sun-
day laws on the law books of all the
eolonies. But there were many other
acts besides Sundaybreaking whieh
were eonsidered crimes. In some of
the ecolonies people were not allowed
to practice baptism aceording to the
way Chrigt was baptized. It was
ruled that every child should he
sprinkled, and those who refused to
have their childven sprinkled were
punizhed as heretics. In some places
people had to go to ehurch not only
on Bunday, but on special fast days
whenever ordered to do so. Each
time they failed to go to church they
had to pay five shillings, whieh was
more than & dollar in Ameriean
money. In most places a tax was
imposed by the State to pay for min-
isters, Even if ome did not helong
to the church that was recogunized by
the State, he was eompelled to give
of his means to help support it.

In the endeavor to foree all to
follow certain opinions and praetices
Some very ssvere punishments were
imposed. The same penalties that
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were given for violations of ordinary
laws were imposed upen those who
followed religious customs confrary to
those of the majority. Sometimes
men and women were compelled to
stand with their heads in a pillory.
At other times their arms and leps
were put in stocks. The vse of the
ducking stool was not uncommon. In
some parts of the country these
instruments of punishment were found
at every courthouse. The extreme
lengths to which men went in endeav-
oring to foree their religieus opiniona
upon others is shown by the punish-
ment given two gea captains. One of
these men had been away from home
three years, and the other for six
months. Their voyages ended on
Sunday. When they met their wives
and kissed them, they were charged
with Sabbathbreaking and were both
fined and put in the stoeks.

Roger Williams, a very devout man,
was driven out of Massachusetts Bay
Colony in the midst of a eold winter
becanse he did not agree with the
religions opinions of the majority. He
went to live among the Narragansett
Indiang in the part of the country
that is now known ag Rhode Island.
His gentle manner and his real Chris-
tian eharacter caused him to be taken
in by the Indiang, and from them he
seeured a large tract of land that he
called the Providence Plantation, be-
Heving that it was the eare of God
that had preserved him during his
travel through the snows, and hoping
that there would be established there
a place where men might be free to
worship God as they chose.

When Quakers came inte New Eng-
land, bitéer persecution broke out
against them. On different oceasions
they were tied to the back of oxearts
and whipped from their homwes clear
to the borders of the territory gov-
ernedl by the charters of their perse-
cutors. In some places Catholics wers
not allowed to live in peace,

The need that each eolony felt for
help from the others in saving itself
from the Indiansg, in earrying on busi-
ness, and in resisting the tyrannies
of the English king finally ecaused
them all to join tegether and to de-
¢lare themselves independent of Great
Britain, which had become the ruler
of all of the eastern part of this
country, Naturally the mother coun-
try did not want to let the colonies
go, and a war lasting about seven
years was fought.

When the eolonists decided to at-
tempt to secure their freedom they
wrote what we cdll the Declaration
of Independence. The very first part
of this decument declared that all men
are created equal and are endowed by
their Creator with eertain rights which
no one can take from them, After
~the revolutiomists had succoeded in
gaining freedom for the colonies, it
was apparent that there should he
prepared a set of rules that would
define what eaech ¢olony might have
and what they would give up for the
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gake of the good of all. The men
who had fought so long for liberty
were very jealows of it and were not
willing to leave to chance the preser-
vation of their rights. The Consti-
tution seeks to preserve to men their
natural rights, and guarantees that a
man’s liberty is limited only by the
equal rights of other men.

A thing of very great importance
to all of us is the First Amendment to
the Cenmstitution. Thig provides that
Congress shall make no law respecting
the establishment of religion or pro-
hibiting the free eoxereise thereof,
This means that every man may wor-
ship God as he sees fit, and that the
Congress of the United States shall
never pick out one particular demomi-
nation and say that the things it
teaches must be believed by all. Be-
cause of the Constitution of the
United States we are protected in
keeping the Sabbath on the geventh
day of the week while the most of
our neighbors and friends keep Sun-
day as their Sabbath.

If our boys and girls counld talk to
Seventh-day Adventist boys and girls
in many parts of the world, they
would learn to appreciate very, very
much the liberty and freedom which
we enjoy. Here in our beloved land,
even if we are not able to own a
chureh building, we can meet and hold
our regular Sabbath school and con-
duet services on Sabbath in halls, or
tents, or even in private homes, and
we are not molested. In some places
the Government does not allow our
people to organize a church unless
they have fifty men besides the wo-
men and children. Even where fifty
men may be found, they cannot organ-
ize a chureh unless all of the men
are the heads of families. In some
places our pecple have been takon by
the government and sent off mto exile,
Cases have been known in which the
father would be sent in one direction
and the mother in the other, leaving
the children to get along the best
they could, Our hoys and girls have
been called upon to hear persecution
guch as this in lands that are sup-
posed to be Christian, In heathen
lands some have even lost their lives
rather than deny their faith in Jesus
Christ ag their Saviour.

The reason that we should never
try to foree any one to believe as we
do is that God Himself will not do
such a thing. In olden times when
His people were living among unbe-
lievers and tests came to them, the
Lord said: “If the Lord be God, fol-
low Him: but if Baal, then follow
him.” And in another place: “Chooge
you thiz day whom ye will serve”
When Jesus our Saviour came to live
upon the earth, even though He was
the Son of God, while He dwelt in the
flesh He would not judge His fellow
men. He said, “If any man hesr My
words, and believe not, T judge him
not: . . . the word that I have spoken,
the same shall judge him in the last
day.” John 12:47, 48, Jesus lived
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such & good life that men were bound
to be impressed with the things that
He taught,

Significance of Coloxs

Not only are the ved, white, and
blue colors of our flag filled with sig-
nificance, but every part, every sym-
bol, of our national emblem has a
world of meaning. ‘When we have
learned what each signifies they tell
vs a thrilling story—a wonderful story
our forefathers intended the flag to
tell te their sons and daughters
through ail the ages.

Red for Courage

The red in the flag proclaims the
courage which the men of our raee
have always shown, the courage that
ingpires men to face danger and to
do what is right. When we look at
those red stripes, we rvecall the thou-
sands of courageous deeds which have
been done under our flag. There is
hardly a spot in this broad land which
does not bear silent witness to some
heroic deed over which the American
flag has flown. There iz not a sea
on the globe on which our flag has not
been unfurled over men who feared
no one and hesitated at nothing when
honer and duty ecalled them to the
task. TIn three gmarters of the world
that flag has been hoisted over people
for whose freedom brave men have
Iaid down their lives.

It has been carried to the forefront
of a great army of toiling men and
women which has made its way slowly,
year by year, step by step, from ecean
t0 ocean, across this great continemt,
Bach step has marked a struggle,
often a battle, which called for cour-
age on the part of thoge earrying our
flag vistoriously westward.

Those victories of peace have offen
been much greater than those of war,
Certainly they have required as much
courage on the part of those who have
earried the flag, and they have been
vietories which have counted heavily
in making the eountry what it is.

White for Liberty

It is said that General Waghington
onee described the flag by saying,
“We take the star from heaven, the
red from the mother country, separat-
ing it by white stripes, thus showing
that we have separated from her, and
the white stripes shall go down to
posterity representing liberty” 8o
we see that thogse who designed the
flag meant the white stripes to stand
for liberty. Those white stripes in
our flag mark it as the emblem of the
land of the free, the eountry to which
the oppressed of all the world may
come and enjoy equality and liherty.

They also tell the story of a great
struggle in the pame of liberty, the
great Civil War, in which the country
was almost forn asunder in order to
free a people who had been enslaved.
They also tell the more glorious story
of patriotic men and women, who,
after the war, jeined hands for the
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second time in the history of our
country to rveunite it and make it
greater than it had ever been,

Blue for Loyalty

The blue in owr flag stands for
Toyalty. Tt is the blue of the heavens,
the true blue. It tells the story of
thousands of men and women who
have heen loyal to their eountry
through thiek and thin, through suf-
fering and hardship, of men and wo-
men who have hesitated at no sacrifiee,
even of their lives, when their country
has demanded it of them.—"“The Flag
of the United States.”

g

Personal Work
(Program for March 12)
BY MYRTLE MILAM

OreNING SonG: “Living for Jesus,”
No. 32, (Al songs are listed in
“Missionary Volunteer Songs.”)

PrAYER. (Sentence prayers by differ-
ent members.)

RePORTS.

SompTURE READING: Isa. 50:4-10.
(8ee comments oun this seripture in
Senjor Program.)

PoaM: “Beginning the Day.”

TALK: “What Ts Personal Work?”
(Simphfy Article in Senior pro-
gram, p. 17.)

BYMPoOSIUM : “With Whom and Where
May We Do Personal Work?”

SPECIAL MUSIC.

DiscussioN: Suggestions as to ways
Junjors may do personal work.

Croging Song: “Brighten the Corner
‘Where You Are,” No, 71,

REPEAT JUNIOR PLEDGE aND Law.

CLoSING PRAYER.

With Whom and Where May
We Do Personal Work?

(The Juniorsg may 11 In with their own
thoughts in each of these parts.)

1. §marT Wrra SELF,  (Read Luke
9:23.)

TIIE HBART'S GARDEN

The heart is n garden,
‘Where thought Howers grow.
The thoughts that we think
Are geeds that we sow.

Bvery kind, ioving thought
Bearg a kind, loving deed,
While a thonght that ig selfish
Ig just like a weed.

‘We must wateh what we think,
Each minute, all day,

And npuil out the weed thoughis,
And throw them away,

And plant loving seed thoughts
So thiek.in a row,

That there will not be room
For weed thoughts to grow.

—Aythor Unknown,

2. PERgONAL, WoRK AT Home. (Read
Mark 3:25,)
“Better than gold Iz a peaceful home,
Where all the firestde eharlties come:
The shrgw of love and the hesven of

e,
Xallow’d by mother, or sizster, o wife,
However humble the home may be,
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Or trie@ with serrows by heaven’s
decree,
The blessings that never were bought

. or sold,
Which 00?&,8’1" there, are heiter than
gold,

We can do the highest kind of per-
gsonal work by the kindness and re-
spect we show te our mothers and
fatherg in return for their great love
toward us,

Onee a wayward daughter who had
disregarded the entreaties of a kind
mother to return home, decided late
one night, when eold, hungry, and
homeless, to return te the parental
roof., When she reached the humble
home, she found the deor unlocked,
and cautiously stepped in. There sat
her aged mether by the dying embers
on the hearth, “Mother,” she ex-
claimed, “why are you sitting here
with the door unlocked so late ai
night?’ Her mother replied, “My
daughter, that door has mever been
fastened since you left. I was afraid
you might return, and, finding i
locked, go away again” That is
mother love. How kind and helpful
we should be to our dear parents,

3. CHURCH AnD SCHOOL ASSOCIATES.
(Read Galatians 6:10.)

FORGIVE ANTF FORGET

“Do you hold a grudge
Against any one?

Do yon feel regentment
At what’s been done?

Do you talk of injustice,
And let it smavt

And rankle there
In your mind and heart?

‘“We all need forgiveness,
And all of us do
Things betier forgotten ;
B S}) tefi lils beftwetti
¥ forgiving, forgetting—
We can if we'tl try—
And do unto others
Ag we'd be done by,

“Resentinent and hate
Are like boomersngs,—
They come hack to you
‘With hitterest pangs,
For you suffer most
Ag you fume and fret;
So_always remember-—
Forglve and forget [
Ypeak to strangers!—“Who was

that quiet-appearing girl that came
into ehurch guite late, last Sabbath?®”
T asked Barbara, who was an active
member in the church I had recently
joined.

“Did she wear a striped jaeket and
a dark dress? If so, it was Lillian
Frye, a girl who is a seamstress in
Brown's shop.”

“T did not notice her glothes in par-
ticular, but her face attracted me; T
ghould know it among a thousand
faees. I expected that you would ask
her to remain to Sabbath schoel, and
go into your elass, but you did not
onee look at her”

“T did not onee think of it, and if
T had, probably she would not have
accepted the invitation, as she iz a
gtranger in town, and undoubfedly
will not remain here long,” Barbara
replied quickly, in the way of defense,

T said nothing more, for Barbara
wag really an excellent Christian girl,
with this one fault, carelessness, which
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sometimes caused her to make grave
mistalkes.

But I could not help thinking about
the stranger girl. Her large, dark
eyes and finely formed face revealed
more than ordinary intelligence; and
in some way I gained the impression
that she was deeply impressed with
religious convietion, if she was not a
Christian already. It seemed to me
that she left the ehurch very relue-
tantly, and was half waiting an in-
vitation to the Bible class.

The next Sabbath she came again
and oeeupied the same geat. She
bowed her head very reveremtly during
prayer, and once during the germon I
saw her lip guiver with emotion, and
a tear came into her eve. The sexv-
ices elosed, and the stranger lingered
as before. Hvery one was busy greet-
ing his own friends, and forget teo
speak to the girl, She passed out of
the church slowly, and did not come
again. I thought she must have left
town, as I had not seen her for sev-
eral weeks; but one day, as I attended
another ehurch, I saw her again, She
seemed a little more at ease, T thought,
and there was a quiet smile on her
face. After the services were eon-
cluded, I gaw many a pleagant smile
given to the stranger givl and I un-
derstood the seeret of the changed
look upon her faee. I made some
inquiries, and learned that she had
joined this church, and was earnest
and active in all its work, I also
learned that she had made a profes-
sion of religion just before eoming to
our village, and had an unusually
clear experience. How much the in-
difference of our own people had to
do wiih her finding a home in another
church, I know mnot; but I learned
a profitable lesson—always to speak
to the stranger, and not wait for
another to do it. It is hetter some-
times to step over the rules of eti-
quette than to ehill gome warm stream
of God’s new-given love by ecoldness
and indifference.

4. PrreoMal, WoRK IN THE CoM-
MUNITY. (Read Matthew 5:14-16.)

“Tn the visions of the night a very
impressive gcene pasgsed befere me.
I saw an immense ball of fire fall
among some beautiful mansjons, caus-
ing their instant destruetion. I heard
some one say, ‘We knew that the
judgments of God weve coming upon
the earth, but we did not know that
they would eome so seon’ Others,
with agonized voices, said, ‘You knew!
Why then did you not tell us? We
did not know.” On.every side I heard
similar words of reproach spoken—
“Teslimonies,” Vol. IX, p, 28.

Let us not wailt until it is too late
to speak the words of warning to
those ontside the ark of safety, but
let ws all dp our part mow to bring
to God these with whom we associate.

Suggestions to Leader——Name spe-
cifie ways in which Juniovs may do
personal work, Here are a few sug-
gestions: washing dishes, carrying
wood, making beds, passing out traets,
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bringing friends to Sabbath sehool
and Juwior Missionary Volunteer
meeting, singing to shut-ins, writing
letters, visiting sick and old people,
giving Sabbath sehool lesson to
friends as a Bible study.

If Junmiors will accompany adult
members while they de¢ persomal work
or give Bible studies, the reaction
will he fwofold:

1. The Junior will actually experi-
ence the thing being done without be-
ing merely told how to do it; and,

2. The Senior member will be urged
fo go out and do personal work him-
self ag well as to help the Junmiors.

Beginning the Day

“1 mmr God in the morning
When my day was el its besi, .
JAnd His Presence came like sunshine,
Like a %iory in my breast

. All day long, the Presence lingered,
All day iong, e stayed with me,
And we salled in perfeet calmness,
Ofer @ very troubled sea.
So, 1 think I know the secret,
Learned from many a troubled way:
You must geeik Him in the morning,
1 you want Him through the day.™

g

Loyalty to God’s Purpose
for Us

{Program for March 19)
BY JOHN FORD

OrzxnmNg Soxg: “Happy, Loyal Jun-
jors!” (Songs today ave listed in
Missionary Volunteer Songs.”)

PRAYER.

OFFERTORY.

SECRETARY’'S REPORT,

MIsSSIONARY REPORTS.

Soxa: “The Captain’s Call.”

TaLk: “Ged’s Plan for Juniors.”

Bowg: Y Need Jesus,”

Tark: “Doing Our Paxt.”

Sowg: “Junior Prayer Band Song.”

Tang: “Jesus, Your Friend.”

CONSEORATION oF JUNIORS.

BENEDICTION (song): “For the Beauty
of Jesus.”

God’s Plan for Juniors

OrE day while a man was walking
along a mountain rail in Colorade,
he saw a large bird fluttering about
at the foot of a pine tree, He went
over to the bird and saw that it was
a baby eagle. In the top of the huge

ine tree he saw the nest from which
it had fallen, The trec was teo high
for him to elimb te place the eagle
in its nest, and if the little bird was
lcft there upon the ground some ani-
mal would wndoubtedly kil it, and
50 he picked up the baby eagle and
took it back to his home with him,
He put the eagle in the chicken yard
with the chickens. The baby eagle
would scratch around in the dust with
the chickens and eat his food just as
the chickens ate their food. Perhaps
it thought it was a chicken,

The farmer cared for the eagle day
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by day. When it was large emough
to fly, he clipped its wings, as he did
not wish it to fly away for a while.
But one day the eagle had grown so
lavge that the farmer rcalized he could
net keep this huge bird in the chicken
pen any longer, and se he let its
wings grow. After ite wings had
grown, one day the farmer took the

-bird to the top of the harn, and let

it fiy from his hand out inte the sky.
It soared lugher and higher up into
the blue of heaven and away fo its
mountain home,

Boys and girls, we are like that
little eagle wiich had fallen helplessly
at the foot of the trce, we have fallen
inte sin. We are unable to proteet
ourselves from sin in this world where
there is mo much that is wrong, We
fight as hard as we ean agamst the
temptations whieh come, but it scems
that Satan, who is spoken of in the
Bible as a voaring hon, is ready to
devour and destroy us for all eternity
to come. Then Jesus finds us in our
tallen, ginful condition and takes us
up in His arms to g own fold, the
ehurel, where we have a chance to
associate with Christian people. There
He teaches us that we were not born
into this world to Live down in the
gin and sickness and trouble, but that
we are te live above that; that we
are not o get our pleasure, as worldly
people do, from shows, dances, gam-
bling, and all kinds of sin, hut are to
ot real pleasure as we become true
Ohristians. Iow many people, like
this eagle, scrateh abeut in this world
trying te find something fc¢ bring them
happiness, If they could realize that
God planned for them to live above
the supposed pleasures, and %o pre-
pare for a life in heaven, they would
no longer desire the ordinary pleas-
ures of life.

I suppose each one of you has tried
many times o live a good life, You
all wan{ to be Chrigtians, but each
time you plan to do that which is
right you make mistakes, and you de
things which are wrong, In order
for you to do that which is right you
must have God in your heart to keep
you from falling into sin. There is
a Bible verse which says, “I am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for
it is the pewer of God unto salvation
to every one that helieveth.” The only
way that you ean become a frue Chris-
tian is through this power of God.

I want you to think how pewerful
and strong God is. A few thousands
of years ago God desired to create a
world. The place that thiz world
oceuples was simply space, and the
heavenly Father wanted a world here;
s0 He commanded the world to ap-
pear., When He spoke the word, im-
mediately there was a world. We do
not know how Ie could do it It is
certain that no man could do any-
thing like that, but, beys and girls,
God can de things whieh man eannot
do, He can create things where noth-
ing exigted before. On this world
made up of water and dirt and rock,
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God wished to have some heautiful
trees and flowers, and so He just
commanded the trees to grow and‘the
flowers to bloom; and the moment He
said the word, the world was covered
with beautiful trees and flowers.
Everything was so beautifal that the
angels in heaven sang a song of hap-
piness and joy heeause of all the
wonderful things God had made., Now
you know, boys and girls, that no man
can make a tree, that all the people
m the world eould not make a iree,
that none of us ean make flowers.
We may make some payper fowers
which look quite like real flowers,
but they do not have the iexture, the
delightful perfume, or the life of
God’s flowers. CGod ean do many
things whiech all the people in the
world eannot do.

God desired that there should be
animals and birds on this world and
that there should he fish in the sea.
All e needed to do was simply say
the word, and the earth was eovered
with ali kinds of animals—Ilions and
tigers and bears and dogs and horses.
They came immediately, the moment
(od said the word. In the sea were
great whales, salmon, porpoise, and
fish of all kinds, because God spoke
them into existenee. Then God made
the hirds of the air, the butterflies,
and all the wonderful things which we
see. Then the last thing which God
did in ereating this world was to make
man from the dust of the earth. God
formed man in the image that he
now hag. Then He placed life in his
body, and man lived and walked and
talked with God. God has great
power to do everything Ie desires.

The verse we quoted says that the
gospel “is the power of God unie
salvation.”” That is, when you under-
stand about Jesus, when He finda youn
a3 a helpless ginmer, fallen inte sin
like the little baby eagle whieh had
fallen from its nest, He has such
power that Ile can tramsform you
and make you into ‘a perfeet, wonder-
ful Christian. If you naturally have
habits and desires which are not right,
remember God can re-ereate your mind
and make it over and give you right
desires, Jesus ig ever present to help
you te do things that yeu want to
do and to make you what you ought
te be. There is no young persen so
bad but that God ean help him to be-
come a real Christian.

Doing Our Part

OF course, there iz one thing that
God will not do, and that is, He will
not foree you to become a Christian
unless you want to be one. If you
want to tell lies, God will not make
you tell the truth. If you wang to
go to places of amusement where you
sheuld not go, God will not make you
stay away. He does net want you
to do that which is wrong, but He
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will not foree you to do that which is
right, because God is kind. Some-
times people in this world are not se
kind, Oftentimes they force us fo
do thingg that they want us to do;
but God never foreces, He just asks
us to do as He wighes us fo do. He
pleads with us, He Joves ug and He
wants us to do that whieh is right.
He says if we want to do that which
is right, He will give us enough
strength so fthat we shall be able to
do so.

Not ounly should we give our Jives
into the hands of God to be made
what we ought to be, but we must
also give each member of our hodies
into God's hands to be controlled by
Him. (Read Romans 6:13.)

You should give your eyes to God.
I am sure that when you yield your
eyes to God He will not allow you to
look at any pieture that is not right
for you to see. He would certainly
never allow your eyes fo look at mov-
ing pictures in a moving-picture
theater, He would never allow you to
look at any indecent objeet when you
yield your eyes to God, for He will
keop them from seeing that which is
wrong.

You should yield your hands to God,
and when you give them over to Him,
who has sueh great power, Fle will
keep your hands from doing that
whieh is wrong. He will not let your
hands steal. He "will not let you
atrike ome of your playmates. He
keeps you from doing with your
hands anything that is wrong.

When you yield your feet to God
ag instruments of rightecusness, He
will keep you from going to a dance
or to a place of amusement where you
should not go. He will keep you from
going to places where there are young
people who live wicked lives. You
cannot keep yourself from doing those
things, hut God can, hecause He has
all power.

When you yield your mind as an
ingtrument of righteousness, God will
not allow you to think wreng thoughts
and will not allow you to hate people,
hut will cause you to love people and
to think only right thoughts, Thus
every tempfation that comes to you
may he eomtrolled by God who has all
power, if you will only yield your
bodies and each member of your
hodies fully to the Lord for His serv-
ice.
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Jesus, Your Friend

You boys and girls like fo play
games, I like to play games myself,
I also like to be on the side that
wing. We always try to help eaeh ome
on our side o win. We play fo-
gether. In the game of life, in which
you have to play against Satan and
temptation, Jesus is on your side.
He wants to help you to win. You
ean know that Jesus is your Friend
and is doing everything He ean to
make your side a winning side. You
must be honest and true with the Ome
who is helping you. Be loyal to Him,
Do not deliberately walk over to the
other side, and place yourself in the
eompany of those who are against
yeur side, so that Christ cannot help
you to win. That would not be the
proper way to play life's game,

Jesus knows how to play the game
successfully, He lived in this world
for thirty-three years, and in all that
time never made a mistake, never
committed one sin. He met every
temptation that Satan hrought against
Him, and was always vietorious. I
know that you boys always like to
have a boy who i a good player on
your baseball team. Jesug is just that
kind of player in your life game.
He never makes a mistake, He al-
ways plays fair., TIf you keop Him
on your side, you are bound to win.

Of course, Satan will try to tempt
you inte thinking that you ecan win
the game alome without Jesus, Let
me again use the illustration of a
bageball team. Suppose some one on
the opposite gide tries very hard to
get this good player of yours out of
the game. He suggests that you ask
this good player not to play any
longer. He suggests that you can win
the game all right without kim. Of
course you would noi listen fo any
one on the opposing team who would
try to get you to put off your best
player. That is the same thing Satan
fries to do in your game of life. He
tries to get you away from Jesus, say-
ing that you ean win the battle of sin
alone, that you do not need Christ. If
you let Jesus go from your side for
a moment, Satan will surely win and
take you down in defeat.

8o every moment of every day you
must be sure fo have Jesus with you,
When you get up in the morning your
first prayer sheuld be, “Lord Jesus,
I want you to be on my side today.
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Keep me from sin, give me vietory.
In this great battle of life I ecanmot
win. Lead me to vietory” Then
through the day you must be talking
to Jesus and have Him direet you in
the way you should do things, There
i3 a verse in the Bible whieh will help
you. Thig is Jude 24. There we
learn that Jesus “is able to keep you
from falling, and fo present you fault-
less before the presence of His glory
with exceeding joy.”

One time a friend of mine was
walking aeross a railroad trestle with
his little daughter holding to his hand.
The railroad ties were 8¢ far apart
that if the little girl had stumbled
and fallen she ecould have slipped
through and would have gone many
feet down to a rushing stream. So
the father took his little daughter’s
hand in his, knowing that she would
be safe, even though she should stum-
ble, for he would be able fo keep her
from falling through to the turbulent
stream below. They had not gome
far when she did stumble, and both
feet went between the ties, but the
father kept her from going down to
her death,

Bo you want Jesus to hold your
hand. It is not enmough for you to
try to hold to His hand, for you might
let go in a moment of temptation,
but He will mever let go. He will
keep you from falling.

Chrigt will present you faultless be-
fore the great Judge, our heavenly
Father, on the judgment day. When
your case comes up for trial by the
great Judge of heaven, Jesus will say,
“T will be regponsible for this boy or
this girl. Ie hag given Me hiz hand
to keep, he has given his eyes and his
heart and his mind to Me, and T have
heen taking care of him all through
the past years.” 'Then He will ask
His heavenly Father to let Him take
the responsibility for all the sing you
have committed. Jesug will say, “Fa-
ther, T will be responsible for those.
mistakes. My blood has been shed
Aor the sins of this boy.”

It will be wonderful, boys and girls,
to have Christ on your side when you
have to stand before the Judge. If
you have to he there alone, God will
say to you, “You are eondemned!
You must die!” But if you have
Jesus standing by your side with your
hand in His, saying that He will be
responsible for you, how happy you
will be.
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8o, boys and girls, give your hearts
and Hves fully to Jesus now, and let
Him present you faultless on that
great day when He finally comes o
take you to that better land.

woow
God’s Book of Nature

(Program for March 26)
BY H. W. CLARK

OpeNING SoNa: No, 138, (Songs may
be found in ‘“Missionary Volunteer
Songs.”)

REsronsIvE READING: Psalms 104:1-
24,

PRAYER.

PoEm: “A Spring Hike.”

BoxNa: No. 145.

READING: “Fungl.”

Porn: “Rainy Rhyme.”

TaLk: “Do You Know the Moun-
tains §”

SoNg: No. 136,

REapmvG: “Tragedy.”

PoEwm: “Be Glad.”

CrLosing Song: No, 135.

Note to Superintendents

The Benior program for today con-
taing material adaptable to the Junior
program.

A Spring Hike

“Away to flelds of sgunshine gold,
To where the steep cllffs tower bold,
To skies of deepest blue,
And flowers of every hue,
Where everything is new,—
For nature’s beanties ne’er grow old,”

Fungi

SpriNg is the time when most people
get out and hunt for imushrooms.
However, these are not the only fungi.
If one looks around a bit, he will find
many different kinds—mushrooms,
toadsteols, bracket fungi, and half a
hundred others—that are worth study-
ing.
These are the most mysterious and
paradoxical of all plants. In their
origin, their shapes, their composi-
tion, fheir rapidity of growth, the
brevity of their existence, their modes
of reproduction, and their inconceiv-
able number, they are widely different
frem every other kind of vegetation
with which we are aequainted.

It iz one of the mysterics of nature
that a Hving, often a nutritious, object
shonld spring from death and deecay.
In the fungi we have another illustra-
tion of the great fact that in nature
nothing perishes; there is change, but
not loss, each grave being a cradie.
Bt}]l many times this plant does not
wait for death, but parasitically
fastens wpon its prey and lives upon
its life.

The fungi resemble tho earliest
stages of the flowering plants in that
both are supplied with food previousty
organized; the one by its parent plant,
and the other by the decay of animal
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or vegetable matter; both are de-
veloped most rapidly in the absence of
light, and give off a large amount of
carben without drawing any from the
atmesphere.

The fungi resemble the flesh of
animals, for both contain a large pro-
portion of nitrogenous material. The
pregence of so much nifrogen causes
the rapid growth and speedy decay
which we have all noticed.

Rev. Hugh MeMillan reports in
“Tirst Forms of Vegetation” that he
had under observation several speci-
mens of fungi which he watehed con-
stantly, and at a certain stage one of
thege grew three inches in twenty-five
minutes. They are almost inconeeiv-
able in number ; estimates differ, rang-
ing from 20,000 to 150,000 species.
Besides there being se many species,
the reproduction ig so profuse that we
have fungi almost everywhere, Just
notice the next time you go out, and
gount how many you see.

Rainy Rhyme

THE sleeping moss has awakened
On the boulders and the rocks,
And the dogwood leaves are dancing
In thelr ﬁayest, cleanest frocks,

Ior raing today.

Our slnging stream hasg swollen
To a rearing, rapld flood,
From the winding trails and puddles
I'ull of water dogs and mud—
While it rains today.

My candled griefs have melted
And my tronbles are all drowned
In the floods of joy within me
At the happiness I've found
It the rain today.

—Rozetia Thursion.

Do You Know the Mountains?

MouNTAINS have always had a very
important par{ in man’s life. Away
back in the time of Israel, the psalmist
sang, “I will lift up mine c¢yes unto the
kills, from whence cometh my help.”
Ancient peoples always regarded the
mountaing as places from whence came
strength,—in 5 religious sense, be-
cause the gods of the hills were sup-
posed to be stronger than the gode of
the plains; and in a physical sense be-
cause they kmew that health and
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physical viger came from the eutdoor
life amid mountsin fastnesses.

Fertile valleys have been sought
after for eommercial enterprises and
for the value of their agriculiural
lands. But even with the realization
that our great civilization could not
exigt without the bread fields and
vineyards of the valleys, we still find
that the meuntaing are very mecegsary
in our modern life, as they were in
ancient times. Onee upon a time the
mountains were the strongholds of
fierce, roving tribes who swept down
upon the cities of the plains and in
fused into them new bleod. Now the
peoples of the city go to the moun-
taing and return with a new lease on
life, and so the vigor of the race is
maintained.

The mountaing are valuable as a
source of timber supply. In the val-
leys it may be too hot, or the land
may be sc valuable for agriculture
that it is eleared. DBut out among the
rocks where fields cannot be cleared,
the great forests may grow; and thou-
sands of deollars are thus added to the
wealth of the country.

Not only are these forests important
as supplies of timber, but they add
much to the water supply, hy keeping
the ground porous, preventing floods
in the rainy season and keeping the
goil from drying out and baking in
the summer, The rain and the water
from melting snow soaks down slowly
into the soil and reappears in springs
and meadows, from which flow tiny
streams which are the headwaters for
many of our mighty rivers.

The forests of the mountains are the
homes for thousands of wild ereatures.
Little do we realize how important &
part these creatures of the wild may
play in our own life. By stirring
the soil they loosen it and allow
chemical action to go on, thus releas-
ing new plant food which is washed
down the streams to enrich the lands
below. By cutting off branches of
trees, fruit, berries, cones, or the like,
they assist in nature’s processes, and
the round of growth and decay goes
on faster than it would without them.
And again, man reaps the beneflt of
his work in betier erops and more
beautiful homes. TUnseen agents at
work hundreds of miles from our
homes may be the cause of much of
our happiness, and we may be entirely
mnaware of their work.

The impertance of the mountains



30

from the point of reereation can
hardly be estimated. Every year more
and more fourists are spending their
vacationtime in the mountains. New
roads make the back ecountry more
accessible; trails lead off into the
wilder regions. In order to make it
possible for the people to get the most
good from this kind of reereation, the
National Parks maintain ranger-
naturalist service, stationing ramgers
in many places to give instruetion and
help. The National Iorest Serviee
asgists In keeping camp sites open, and
sets apart thousands of miles of frails
through the mountains,

We ought to learn the secrets of our
mountains, Bach different rangoe has
its own peeuliar features, and one may
travel for years without exhaunsting
the interesting sconery and discovering
all the wonderful things te study. We
onght to know the mountains in order
to proteet them, both for their own
good and for the good they do us. We
need their ingpivation, their cheery
good fellowship, and the lessons that
they have to teach us.

Tragedy

THE trees rose in quief majesty in
one cortain place I enjoyed visiting,
In their branches squirrels seampered
and jays squawked joyously. In the
ereek below, fish swam in abundance
in the cool, clear pools; and water
dogs lazily glided through the water.
On one’s approach the frogs wonld
leap and dive into the glorious depths
of that mountain sfream.

T always enjoyed seeing the frogs,
after & rest at the bottom of a pool,
ease up to the edge, thrusting their
itoses above the water, and blinking
their eyes in gratifying content,

Near the spring that fod the ereck
the ferns grew in rank profusion.
The water trickled abundantly over
the smooth reeks. Once in a while a
goed-natured turtle could be seen
waddling along and dragging his
stomach and wading as if it were truly
great to be alive.

Asg T was sitting on the bank of the
stream one morning, a family of
squirrels came for a drink. They had
been playing very heartily for at least
a half hour before this—and squirrels
get thirsty, too,

Fun! T should say so,—to climb a
tree when yeur brothor is aftor you
at break-meck speed, and then jump
from braneh to branch.

So the family eame down to the
cresk, poised with perfeet ease on the
rocks, and stpped the water as their
pretty little noses beecame moistencd.
Indeed everything was happiness,

Even Mephitis the skunk enjoyed
the ereek domain, and in the evenings
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would stroll with a lordly air aleng
the ereek bottom. Some evenrings he
was intorrupted in his walks by meet-
ing Ring the eoon; but everything
was quiet and peaceful just the same.

For some reagon nature did not
seem the same this morning, although
all was quietness around. A few
stagnant pools only remained of the
onee ¢ool mountain siream., Why?

The trees of the forest aleng the
banks of the ereek had been cut; one
of nature’s water supplies had bcen
ruined; and that to me spelled
t-r-a-g-e-d-y.

-Be Glad

I BEBARD a blaebird singing
High ir a maple tree,

And as I stood and listened,
He gecemed to sag to me,

“Be glad! be glad! be glad I’

I stoed beside a brooklet,
That ripple@ en ils way,
And as I watched it flowing,
Each murmur seemed to =ay,
“Be glad ! be glad! be glaa!”

I saw a lovely rosebush,
So fragrant and so fair,
And this message from its biossom
Seemed wafted on the alr,
“De glad ! be glad ! be glad!"

TFor all the beauty ‘round me,
I'm thankful as ean be,
And that my heavenly Father

These biessin%s %:ives to me,
“I'm glad ! T'm glad! I'm glad 1"
—gy M. Brewster.

- e

Hlustrations

Which May Be Used in Connection
With M.V. Week

SENTOR—MARCH 14

SoME yoars age a large old castle
on the Atlantic ecoast was hought by
a curio colleetor. As soon as the
papers were signed, and the deed
turned over fo him, he hurried to the
ancient dwelling, thrilled with the
posstbility of finding some rare an-
tignes within ifg stately walls.

Up in the dark atbtie, he did find
an old violin among the rubbish,
Brushing the dust from his find he
hastened to a window, On the inside
of the violin an old, yellow label bore
the name of Stradivarius. Joyfully,
he made his way oento the street, and
sought out a dealer in rare old violins,

“Tow mueh,” he asked cxecitedly,
“will you give me for this vielin$”

The old dealer took a boew from a
hook on the wall and drew it gently
across the strings of the instrument.

“T will give you five dollars for it,”
he replied.

“Five dollars!” exclaimed the finder
indignantly, “Five dollars for a
Stradivarius violin! Tt must be worth
thousands of dollars! Did you gee
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that label? It was made by tho great
master!*

Calmly the dealer fook down the
bow again and slowly drew it across
the strings.

“I see the label all right,” he an-
swered, “But it I8 a counterfeif.
Tt takes more tham a label to make
a Stradivarius vielin,”

SENIOR-——MARCH 1§

A good woman one day fell asleep
and dreamed she had gone to heaven,
All about her were the golden streets,
the jasper walls, the unspeakable de-
lights and the indeseribable glorios
of the New Jerusalem. She had
reached the Christian’s goal; the
eprth with ifs burdens and its labors,
it gorrows and it conflicts was past.
But as she gaged, and listened to the
thrilling hosannas, marveling at it all,
there was gomething else whereat she
marveled—she was not completely
happy. Just then there came to her
an angel, and said, “O woman! in
answer to thy prayer for rest, thou art
here in the home of the redeemed,
Then hast had the vision of heaven.
Art thoun satisfied?’ And while she
made no answer, he said to her, “Come
with me, and T will show thes yet
another vision,” So he led hor to
the battloments of the New Jerusa-
lem, and bade her look down, with
anpinted gaze, to the world whieh she
had left behind. She saw f{here men
and women rushing on to destruetion,
unwarned and unsaved; their lives,
wretched from lack of kmowledge of
God’s saving grace, going out into the
darkness of a lhopeless eternity, She
saw men, women, and children whom
she eould have helped as none other
could—and whom she had not helped as
she might. She saw a great harvest
and but few reapers, and souls perish-
ing for the lack of them. Then she
cried out to the angel, “O heavenly
messenger, let me go! My work is
not done! Heaven will be sweeter
when T have a few more souls te share
it with me! Let me go back umtil T
have dome all I ean do to bring others
to this placel”

oo

IT is not the eapabilities you now
possess, or ever will have, that will
give you suceess, It is that which
the Lord ean do for you.—*‘Christ’s
Object Lessons,”’ p. 146.
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MISSIONARY VOLUNTEER WEEK

March 12-19, 1938

Including Missionary Volunteer Day

Planning the Missionary Volun-
teer Week of Prayer

THE days slip by, the elose of pro-
bation draws nearer, and this Mis-
sionary Volunteer Week of Prayer is
eharged with an urgeney which per-
haps mno preceding Week of Prayer
has had. Sinister influences would
swing our youth away from the ehurch
and out inte the world and thrust them
into experiences which deaden their
gpiritual sensibilities, Whatever the
chureh is to do for its youih must be
done now!

“(God requires that the church arouse
from her lethargy, and see what is
the manner of service demanded of
her at this time of peril. The lambs
of the floek must be fed. The Lord
of heaven is looking on to see who is
doing the work He would have done
for the children and youth'—“Coun-
sels to Teachers,” p. 42.

Psrhaps there is no more productive
period for the conversion of our youth
to Chrigt than the Missionary Volun-
teer Week of Prayer. This Week of
Prayer should be a time of decision,
and of deepening the spiritual life of
every young person connected with
the families of the ehurch.

PurpPosE oF MIsSIONARY VOLUNIRER
WEEK

The services of the Missionary Vol
unteer Week of Prayer should:

1. Lead uneonverted young people
to 2 decision for Christ.

2. Bneourage the  diseouraged,
gtrengthen the faltering, and reclaim
the backslidden.

3. Revive and deepen the spiritual
life of all Chrisitan youth by leading
them into a closer spiritmal uniom
with Christ.

4, et before the whole church the
need of saving our young people in
thig time of imereasing peril and of
training them for the gervice of
Christ.

MISSIONARY VOLUNTEER DAY

The importance of Missionary Vol-
unteer Day, Sabbath, March 12, ean
scarcely be overestimated. If should
be a time when the burden of saving
our youth is placed upon every mem-
ber of the church, yeung and old
alike. It should be a time for sfrong
spiritual appeals and renewed comse-
cration, when the hearts of the pax-
ents should be turned toward their
children, and the hearts of the chil-
dren to their parents. The experiences
of this day should lead the whole
ehurch into deeper comseeration and

into more earncst efforts for the sav-
ing of our young people.

OQRGANIZING THE SPIRITUAL FORCES OF
THE CHURCH

1. Let the church board, whieh is
primarily responsible for the spiritual
life of the chureh, organize itself into
a prayer band te meet regularly dur-
ing the Missionary Volunteer Week
of Prayer for the purpose of praying
that God will pour out His Spirit upon
the families of the ehurch and upon
the youth, especially. The officers of
the ehurch would do well to make up
a prayer-band list of the youth of the
chureh and pray for those who are
ungonverted, We suggest that the
members of the church board supply
themselves with eopiss of M.V. Leafiet
20, “Personal Work,” and read this
leaflet in preparation for the soul-
winning effort during this Week of
Prayer,

2, Let the exeeutive committes of
the Migsionary Volunteer Scciety eon-
stitute itself a Prayer and Personal
Workers' Band, Thizg band should
have in their hands a ecomplete list
of all young people connected with
the families of the chureh, They
should study this list and plan defi-
nitely so that some one shall have a
personal interview with eaeh young
person, Find out who may have be-
come discouraged or careless, or who
may never have given his heart to
Christ. Seareh these ouf. Some may
not have been seen in the chureh for
weeks, or even months, They are the
straying sheep. Search them out.
Pray with them and bring them to
the meetings.

3. L.et the executive committee ar-
range for the organization of the con-
verted young people of the church into
prayer bands with adequate leader-
ship.

4, Yot meetings be held daily in
order that the effect of a series of
related studies may hecome eumula-
tive and result in leading the youth,
step by step, to deeision and into a
deeper Christian experience,

MATERIALS AND HELPS

i. The M., V. Week of Prayer
Studies.—The Young People’s Depart-
ment hag faken great care in provid-
ing o scries of studies for thiz Week
of Prayer in order that some definite
outline of study might be available
which would culminate in a call to
consecration. Tt is not intended that
this material should be read in every
eage. It would be better if these

studies were carefully prepared and
presented as talks. These studies are
sent into the field in the hope that
they will be & help to those who ave
charged with the responsibility of
leading out in the meetings.

2. Missionary Volunteer Leaflets—
The executive committee of the Mis-
sionary Volunteer Society should pro-
vide M.V, leaflets which are espeeially
adapted to the work of the Week of

Prayer. These should be distributed
every day to eaeh young person. We
would suggest the following:
DAY LEAFLET PRICH
Habbath—What We Promised
Bach Other, No. 22 .....3.001
Read, and Think—-and Pray,
0021 Ll .60c

Sunday-—Victory In Christ, No. 28 .02

................. A2

Bidle Study, No, 18 ....... 02
Tuesday—Yeril or Profit in Read-

ing, No. 883 ..., . .00, .03
Wednesday—*“1 Will Be a Chris-

tian Sometime’ No. 26.., 021

Thursday—Others May, You Can-

not, No, 23 ... .......... 01
Friday-—How Shall I Choose My

Calling? No. 87 ...,....\ A3

Babbath—The Lifework, No. 36.. .02

We are suggesting these leaflets be-
cansge they are upon the subject of the
study to he presented each day.

Fornowmag Up

1. Provision should be made for the
organization of a baptismal elass, so
that those who have never heen bap-
tized can be prepared for and led on
into baptism and chureh fellowship.

2, The executive committec of the
Missionary Volunteer Society should
give careful study to the funetioning
of its working hands, in order that
every young person of the church may
be comneeted with some ome of these
bands and led into a deeper experi-
enee of gervice.

3. The soeiety should carry on con-
stantly a strong promotion of the
Morning Wateh and the Bible ¥ear.
Union with Christ is the seeret of
vietory in dally living and there is
power in God’s word to keep a young
man or a young woman from sin,
They will sce tho Personality of the
ages, Jesus Christ, move in the pages
of the Book and will be drawn to
Him.

4, Hold up constantly before the
young people of the church the chal-
lenging faet that (od has a plan fer
each life, and that young people will
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find success and happiness as they find
and follow His plan for them. FEn-
egurage them to go to our own schools
—our church schools, academies, and
colleges. If there are those who ecan-
not go away to school, encourage
them to take courses through the
Home Study Institute, General Con-
ference Building, Takoma Park, D.C.

5. Above all, have frequent per-
sonal contact with each young person,
Talk and pray with each one, not only
with those who may be careless or in-
different, but with those who seem
to be having a good experience and
yet who need a word of eneourage-
ment as well as those who may appear
discouraged or careless.

May God make this Week of Prayer
a time of great blessing to the youth
of the church, for “Prayer is heaven’s
ordained means of guecess in the con.
flict with sin and the development
of Christian character. The divine
influenees that eome in answer to the
prayer of faith will aceomplish in the
soul of the suppliant all for whieh
he pleads. ., . In all ages through the
mefium of communion with heaven,
God has worked out His purpose for
His echildren, by unfolding gradually
to their minds the doctrines of grace.”
—dets of the Apostles,” p. 564.

A W, P,

Missionary Volunteer
Day
SABBATH, MARCH 12
BY V. ¢. ANDERSON

President of the Colorado
Conference

Victory Through Faith

Uron the devotion and eonsecration
of the youth of the advent movement
deponds the salvation of this world.
May this Week of Prayer bring the
youth of this movement into a closer
fellowship with our Saviour, and may
the consecration and leadership of
our youth draw all our people closer
to the true Pattorn. Many who have
been intimately connected with the
third angel’s message for a number of
vears did not think that we would be
eondncting a Missionary Volunteex
Week of Prayer in the year 1938.
The faet that we are still in this
world of sin means that we are much
eloger to the crisis than ever before.

The struggle that is going on in the
world between right and wrong is
beeoming more tense, About 6,000
years ago thiz struggle began in
heaven, but the scene of the batile
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was soon transferred to this world.
Here it has been going on in the indi-
vidual lives of men and women all
down through the years, and it is in
this generation that the elimax of this
controversy will come,

Today we see the darts of the evil
one siriking Seventh-day Adventist
youth. They are being directed not
only at the youth, but also at the
church members as a whole. In the
history of this controversy, we find the
battle going on over the lives of the
first two boys, Cain and Abel. The
battle was intense them, but now, in
the elosing days of this world’s his-
tory, it is far more intense.

If only we could recognize the fact
that over every life there is a comtro-
versy, we would be more alert to be
on the defensive againgt the enemy.
“Satan carefully studies the eonstitu-
tional sins of men, and then he begins

- his work of alluring and ensnaring

them. We are in the thickest of
temptations, but there is victory for
us if we fight manfully the battles
of the Tiord. All are in danger. But
if you walk humbly and prayerfully,
you will come forth from the proving
proeess more precious than fine
gold.”

“Some have become almost logt in
the mazes of skepticism. To soch I
would say, Lift your mind out of that
channel., TFasten it upon God. The
more closely faith and heliness hind
you to the Eternal Ome, the elearer
and brighter will the justice of His
dealings appear to you. Make lifs,
eternal life, the object of your pur-
suit.”—*Testimonies,” Vol. V, pp. 97,
98,

Notiee the words “Satan earvefully
studies.” May we in turn prayerfully
study things of eternal interest. Down
through the years S8atan has hurled his
temptations to sin, but the hour has
now come when the darts of the enemy
are striking at individual Seventh-day
Adventists, and especially the youth.

This time is also deseribed by John,
the revelator, in a vision in which he
heard a loud voice in heaven exclaim-
ing, “Woe to the inhabiters of the
earth and of the sea! for the devil
is come down unto you, having great
wrath, beeause he knoweth that he
hath but a short time.”

My appeal on this first Sabbath
of the Migsionary Volunteer Week of
Prayer s that we, as leaders and
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members of our churches, recognize
that we have come to thiz tense homwr
when the enemy of righteousness is
centering his attacks upon the youth
of this denomination. May we rige
as one man in aggressive gervice, We
ought to be encouraged over the fine
army of youth with which we have to
labor.

Tt seems to me that the youth of
today are in a situation similar to
that of Peter in the days of Jesus,
as recorded in Luke 22:31: “And the
Lord said, Simomn, Simon, behold,
Satan hath desired to have you, that
he may sift you as wheat” The
world is bidding high for the noble
youth of this denomination. Many of
them have already been trained in our
schools and are qualified to be leaders
in this movement; yet beeauso of the
alluring promigses made to them by
the world, they beecome unsgettled in
their minds. T like the sentiment of
verse 82 of that same chapter: “But
I have prayed for thee, that thy faith
fail not,” It is a guestion of faith
with the youth of this movement that
they accept this message fully, believ-
ing Jesus is soon coming back to
this world. May we unite our prayers
with that of the Lord and pray that
the faith of our youth fail not,

The minds of youth are very aetive.
There is a place in this movement for
the youth of this denomination. We
must heed the admonition given to us
in “The Great Countroversy,” pages
600, 601:

“All who value their eternal inter-
ests should be on their gnard against
the inroads of skeptieism. The very
pillars of fruth will be assailed, It
is tmpossible to keep beyond the reach
of the sarcasms and sophisms, the in-
siduous and pestilent teachings, of
modern infidelity. Satan adapts his
temptations to all classes, He agsails
the illiterate with a jest or a sneer,
while he meets the educated with
scientific objections and philogophical
reayoning, alike caleulated to excite
distrust or eontempt of the Seriptures,
Even youth of little experienee pre-
sume to inginuate doubts concerning
the fundamental prineiples of Chris-
tianity. And this youthfnl infidelity,
shallow as it is, has ifs influenee,
Many are thus led to jest at the faith
of their fathers, and to do despite to
the Bpirit of grace. Many a life that
promised to be an honor to God and
a blessing to the world has been
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blighted by the foul breath of in-
fidelity. All who trust to the boastiul
decisions of human reason, and imag-
ine that they can explain divine mys-
terles, and arrive at fruth anaided by
the wisdom of God, are entangled in
the snare of Batan.

“We are living in the most solemn
period of this workd’s history. The
destiny of earth’s tecming multitudes
ig about to be decided. Qur own
future well-being, and alse the salva-
tion of other souls, depend upon the
eourse which we now pursue, 'We need
to be gnided by the Spirit of truth.
Every follower of Christ should ear-
nestly inquire, Tord, what wilt Thon
have me to do¥ We need to hamble
curgelves before the Lord, with fast-
ing and prayer, and fo meditato much
upon His word, especially upon the
seenes of the judgment. 'We should
now seek a deep and Hiving experience
in the things of God. We have not
a moment to loge, Livents of vital im.-
portance are taking place around us;
we are on Satan’s emchanted ground.
Bleep not, sentinels of God; the foe
is lurking near, ready at apy moment,
should you become lax and drowsy, to
spring upon yon and make you his
PTG}’.”

The world teday is looking for men
who are not for sale; men who are
honest, sound from ceater fo cireum-
ference, true to the heart’s core; men
with conscience as steady ag the needle
to the pole; men who will stand for
the right if the heavems totter and
the earth veols; men who can tell the
truth and loock the world right in the
eye; men who neither brag nor run;
men whe neither flag nor flinelr; men
who ean have counrage without shout-
ing it; men in whom the courage of
everlasting life rung still, deep, and
strong; men who know their message
and tell it; men who know their busi-
ness and attend to it; men whe will
not ghirk or dodge; men who ave
not too lazy to work, or too proud to
be poor; men who are willing to eat
what they have earned, and are notf
ashamed to say “No” with emphasis,
and wear what they have paid for;
men who are not ashamed to say, “I
cannot afford it.”

“Only those who have been diligent
students of the Scriptures, and who
have received the love of the truth,
will be ghielded from the powerful
delusien that takes the world captive.

The Church Officers’ Gazette

By the Bible testimony these will de-
teet the deceiver in his disguise. To
all, the testing time will eome. By
the gifting of temptation, the genu-
ine Christian will be revealed. Are
the people of God now so firmly estab-
lished upon His word that they would
not yield to the evidemce of their
senses? Would they, in such a erisis,
cling to the Bible, and the Bible only?
Satan will, if possible, prevent them
from obtaining a preparation to stand
in that day. e will so arrange af-
fairs ag to hedge up their way, en-
tangle them with earthly treasures,
cause them to carry a heavy, weari-
gome burden, that their hearts may
be overcharged with the cares of this
life, and the day of trial may ecome
upon them ag a thief.”—Id., pp. 625,
626.

If the picture were that of strug-
gles only down through the years,

withont vietory, the picture would in- -

deed be dark, but if we will follow
the instruetion that is given to us,
we may live the victorious, true, happy
Christian life day by day, as well as
be victorious at the final end.

The beautiful picture given to us in
“The Great Comfroversy,” page 636,
may be the experience of old and
young in thiz advent movement;

“By the people of God a voice, elear
and melodions, is heard saying, ‘Look
up, and lifting their eyes to the
heavens, they behold the bow of prom-
ige. The black, angry clouds that
covered the firmament are parted, and
Hike Stephen they look up steadfastly
into heaven, and see the glory of God,
and the Son of man seated npon IHis
throne. In His divine form they dis-
ecern the marks of His humiliation;
and from His lips they hear the re-
quest, presented before His Father
and the hely angels, ‘T will that they
also, whom Thoun hast given Me, be
with Me where I am,” Again a voice,
musical and trinmphant, is heard, say-
ing: ‘They come! they come! holy,
harmless, and undefiled. They have
kept the word of My patience; they
shall walk among the angels;’ and the
pale, quivering lips of those who have
held fast their faith, utter a shout of
vietory.”

KinpLy read all the seriptures and
passages in books mentioned. These
would have been given in full had
space permitted. They are vital to a
clear presentation of the week’s
studies,—FDITOR.
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Some may eriticize individunals in
this movement, but this movement is
born of God and is going forward to
trinmph.

Omee a man, going down a street in
Chieago, passed a taxidermist’s shop
and stopped long enough fo criticize
some of its wares. Serutinizing an
owl, he said, ‘That owl is not stuffed
right; ite head is not on right, the
body is not poised right. If I could
not stuff an owl better than that I
wonld go out of the taxidermist busi-
ness,” Just then the owl moved! He
had eriticized a live owl

From the evidences that we see all
about us, with multiplied signs ful-
filling, we ean be sure of two things:
First, that this third angel’s message
will trinmph. Second, that God is
leading this people. The twe ques-
tions which ought to come to us are,
Will I trinmph with this message?
and, Is God leading me as an in-
dividual? There is only one thing
that can keep me from being victori-
ous and enjoying a home in heaven.
Sin iz the only hindrance. You and
I can have vietory through faith in
Jesus Christ. In order to triumph at
the end, we mugt feed our own lives
upon the word of God and have an
experience in true religion,

It is gaid that while he was a stu-
dent at Cambridge, Darwin was ex-
ceedingly fond of music. Very often
he went to King College chapel to
hear the anthems rendered on week-
days. Sometimes he hired the choir-
boys to sing in his Tooms. But
a8 he beeame interested in seientific
researeh, he ceaged to give any atten-
tion to music. Late im life he re-
ceived a letter from a friend telling
him of recently hearing a rendition
of the ‘‘Messiah.”” He replied that
the “Messiah” was the one thing in
life he would like to hear again, but
he feared that his soul wag too dried
up to appreciate it as he had in
former days. Ome will lose his spirit-
ual faculties unless he cultivates them.

I earnestly pray that this may never
he the experience of any who have
ever known our message.

The enemy is alert, waiting and
watching to catch ug off guard, May
we be just as alert and active as
he in our endeavors for each other
and for our youth, We ecan all be
a source of great help to other in-
dividualy along life’s highway.
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“Did you give him a lift? He's a hrother

And hearing about all the burdens he

Did you give him a smile? YXle was
downeast and blue,

And the smilie would have helped@ him
to battie it through,

Did you give him your hand?
slipping downhill,

And the woilid g0 1 fancled was using

He was

hi

Did you give him a word? Did you show
him the road,

Or did you just let him go on with his
load?

“Did you help him along?
ner hike you,

But the grasp of your hand might have
carried him through.

Did you bid him good eheer 7
word and a smile

Were what he most needed that last
weary mile,

Do you_know what he hore in that bur-
den of cared

That is every man’s toad, and that sym-
pathy shares?

Did you try to find out what he needed
from you.

Or did vou just leave him to battle it
through?

He's a sin-

Just a
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“Tdo you know what it means to be los-
ing the fight,

When a lift just in time might set
everything right?

Do you kaow what it means—just the
clasp of a haad

When a man's borne abont all a man
ought to stand?

Did you ask what why the
quivering lip

And the glistening lears down the paie
cheek that slip?

Were you brother of his when the tline
came to he?

Did you oi?fer to help him, or didn’t you

was
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“Don't you know its the part of a
brother of man

To find what the grief is and help when
he ean?

Did you Stof when he agked you to
give him a t,

Or wele you 80 busy you left hlm to
shift ?

Oh, T know what you mean,—what you
say may he true,—

But the test of your manhood is, What
did you do?

Did you reach put a4 hand? Did you find
him the road,

or dldlvoclli fugt let him go hy with his

.P-—nn-—nn—ll—ll!t

Studies for Senior Missionary Volunteers
BY V. & ANDERSON

SUNDAY, MARCH 13
Whither Goest Thou?

THE presidont of Yale University
said, “I never ask a hoy where he is
from or what his past life has been,
but I do ask him, ‘Where are you
going? What are you headed for®*

(Read to the audience Judges 19:
16, 17.)

My question to the individual youth
of today is, “Where are you goingf
If vou should eontinue Iiving the life
that you have beem living during the
Iast month, what would be your des-
tiny$ Have you made the necessary
preparation so that you may spend
eternity in the home prepared for the
saved, or have you neglected this most
important work ¥’

I was very much interested a num-
ber of years ago in an aceount of the
good-will flight of Colonel Lindbergh
while traveling in the Oriemt. He
started out on a trip from Siberia
to Japan with the weather favorable
and elear, Little by little the clear
outlook before him beeame dim. A
shight mist was soon on the windshield
of his airplame, and finally the fog
became so dense that it was impossi-
ble foxr him to see his way, He wad
not willing to drive ahead without
knowing where he was going, and so
he landed his plane near a small island,

and waited until he could get his
bearings, He is knmowm as a wise
aviator. He was not willing to drive
ahead blindly, not knoewing where he
was geing,

The youth today do mot need to
drive ahead blindly, without knowing
where they are going, This Week
of Prayer is a timo when we can all
get our bearings and know exaetly
in which direction we are traveling,
and be sure we are traveling toward
the eternal city.

From “Let’s Talk It Owver,” by
Lora B, Clement, we glean the follow-
ing:

A beautiful, high-powered automo-
bile whizzed through the strects of
business Baltimore, dashed in and
out of a quiet residence suburb, and
then along a great arteria]l highway,
in utter disregard of t{raffic regula-
tions or fellow trawvelers,

A barefooted boy came out of a
side road, and stopped to watch the
shiny, new ¢ar speed by, The driver
caught sight of him, jammed his
toot en the brake, and came to a stop
about three hundred yards beyond.
Beckoning the lad forward, he made
inquiry,

“How far is it to Washington?”?

“well,” answeled the youngster, “if
you keep on goin’ that way,”—and
he pointed ahead,—u”l think it’s just
about 25,000 miles.”

“Why, "what do you mean$”’ gagped
the astonished driver.

“Jist that’s what T mean,” grinned
the boy, “But effen you was to ‘turn
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around and go this othor way,”—he
pﬂinted in the exact opposite diree-
tion,—“why, them Washington’d he
on}y about fmtv miles1¥

The ehagrined young man made fur-
ther inquiry at a near-by filling sta-
tion, and found that it was all too
true,

“T thought T wag going in the right
direetion,” he muscd, as he waited for
gas and oil.

“’Tain’t the way ye belicve ye're
travelin’, but the way ye actually de
travel, son, that eounts in this here
life,” observed the station attendant,
as he dusted the windshield, “An’ ef
ye abn to git to Washington terday,
yve better turn square round right
here!”

“One ship goes east, another west,
By the selfsame winds that blow
iR the set aof the sail, and nol the

That determlnes the way they go.

Like the winds of the gea, are ihe
ways of fate,

As we voyage along through life ;

"Tls the set of ihe soul that decides

And not the calm or the strife.”

We may go on heedlessly, but dis-
aster often occurs, A traveler who
was journeying on the Scotch coast
was thonghtlessly induced to take the
voad by the sands as the most agree-
able. This road, which was safe only
at low tide, lay on the beach between
the sea and the lofty eliffs which
bound the coast., Pleased with the
view of the inrolling waves on the
one hand, and the abrupt and precipi-
tous roeks on the ether, he loitered,
uwminindful of the sea, which was
gradually encroaching upon the inter-
vening sands.

A man, observing from the lofty
eliffs the danger he was ineuwrring,
benevolently descended, and arrcsting
his attention by a loud halloo, warned
him not to proceed. “If you pass this
spot you lose your last chanee of
escape. The tides are rising; they
have already covered the road you
have passed, and they are mear the
foot of the cliffs before you; by this
ascent alonte you can escape,”

The traveler disregarded the warn-
ing. He felt sure he could make the
turn in the coast in good time, and
leaving his volunteer guide, went more
rapidly on his way.

SBoon, however, he discovered the
real danger of his position, Ifis on-
ward journey was arrested by the sea.
He turned in haste; but, to his amaze-
ment, found that the rising waters
had eut off his retreat. He locked
up the eliffs; but they were inaccessi-
ble. The waters were alréady at his
feet. He sought higher ground, but
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was goon driven off, His last rofuge
wag a projecting vock; but the re-
lentlegs waters rose higher and higher;
they reached him; they rose to his
neck; he uttered a despairing shrick
for help, but no help was near, ag he
had neglected his last opportunity
for eseape. The sea closed over upon
T

(Please read Matthow 2:1, 2.)

These men are termed fwise
men.”  Wo eannot tell whenece they
eame, History does not reveal it.
They might have traveled across
parched desert or climbed rugged
mountaing, We are told ouly that
they came from the eagl. We are not
80 mueh coneerned whenee they came,
but where they were going. They
followed that star day and night,
until they eame to where the young
child was. (Read Matthew 2:10, 11.)

I eommend to you the example of
those wise men. Set your affeetions
upen Christ. Follow the direet course
that will finally lead you to the king-
dom.

There are many who afier they have
spent their youthful years, wish that
they had done differently. Here is
the statement of an old, old man:
“T wish T werc a young man again;
1 wish I were your age and could
start life all over. There were a
hundred things I wanted to do that
I never had time to do, and there are
many things that would be different
if T had life to Yive over again”

Youth is yours today; make the
best of it. Do not go off on a tan-
gent, and then have to return teo
where you now are and start all over
again.

May we dedicate owr lives to the
world program of evangelism. May
we say with David Livingstone, “I go
trusting God.”

e o
MONDAY, MARCH 14
Do You Know Him?

I Hap been out Harvest Tngathering
with one of our isolated belicvers and
was visiting in his home, A litile
four-year-old girl was playing on the
floor. Suddenly she dropped her play-
things, and speaking to me, pointed
to the wall and said, “Do you know
whose picture that is hanging there
on ‘the wall?”. X said, “Yes, that is
a plelure of Jesus.” Speaking afain,
she said, “We ave going up to Him
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gomeday. Are you?” I was glad that
I could answer, “Yes,” but I thought
of that question for many weeks.

All of us would recognize a picture
of Jesns, but the question T present
is: Do you Enow Him{ Are you per-
sonally aequainted with Ilim? Is He
the friend to you that He wishes to
bet

(“Pleage turn te John 17:3, and
read,)

This subjeet, then, is all-important.
It means etermal life if we truly
know Him and His forgiving power.
If you do not know Him as well as
you sghould, may this Week of Prayer
draw you into such a close fellowship
with Him that you may really know
Him,

There is a gateway at the emtramce
of a narrow passage in London, over
which is written, “*No burdens allowed
to pass through.”

A friend gaid to another, “And yet
we do pass constantly with ours”
They earried no visible burdens, but
they were lke many who, although
they have no outward pack upon their
shoulders, often stoop inwardly be-
neath the pressurc of a heavy load
upon the heart. The worst burdens
are those whiech never meet the eye.

There i3 another gale—one which
we are invited to enter, and must
enter if we would ever attain to rest
and peace—over which is also in-
seribed, “No burdens allowed to pass
through.” This is the strait gate
whieh leads te life; and by it stands
One who opened the narrow way to
which it leads, saying to each one of
us, “Come unto Me, all ye that labor
and are heavy laden, and T will give
you rest.”

Pastor C; W. Bogzarth gives an ex-
perience from Afriea of the progress
of the youth’s evangelistic movement
there and the reason for its smeeess:

“Really, we de mot know what fo
do ag some of these calls are beeom-
ing so urgent. Our workers, Mission-
ary Volunteers, and chureh members,
are getting out of control in regard
to preaching this message. You know
we have been trying to hold our evan-
gelistic work in check this year, but
in spite of afll we ecan do we shall
have an addition of about 2,000, to
our Bible classes, and there would be
nearly 2,000 more if we should list
all the new people who are really
keeping the Sabbath. We have com-
panies of people all through Ruanda-
Urundi who are meeting every Sab-
bath for servieces. They are keeping
the Sabbatl, and following this mes-
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sage the best they know how, but we
de mot think of counting them. I
personally know of at least siz com-
panies like this. They have learned of
the truth through some of our Mis-
glonary Volunteers’ preaching; and so
when we could not give them & worker,
they appoeinted one of their own mem-
bers to aet as lcader and are carry-
ing on in that way.

“T zaid to a young man one day
when he had told me this story, "How
is 1t you go out and bring the knowl-
edge of the truth as best you cau to
your people who still sit in darkness?
You receive no pay., Why de you de
it? 'Then he Jooked at me and laid
his hand on his heart and said this:
‘Oh, Bwana (teacher), if only you
knew what this message has done for
my poor henighted soul, you would
understand the rcason why, That
which it hag done for my soul T am
so anxiony that it shall do for the
hearts of my people, so that they
may be ready also to meet Jesus and
go home to His kingdom. ™

Omne writer has said, “I was reading
a few days ago of a youug man who,
in applying for a position, handed to
hig prospective cmployer a recom-
mendation from a minister. The busi-
nessman handed back the recommen-
dation with the question, ‘Haven’t you
gomething from some one who knows
you on weekdays®?

One of the great preachers of the
past eentury onee called on General
Booth, and when he heard the old
commander tell of his trials, confliets,
and vietories, he implored, “General
Booth, tell me what has been the
secret of your smecess all the way
throwgh.” .

The general paused a moment be-
fore answering., “I will tell you the
gecret,” he replied. “Clod has had ali
there was of me.”

Is it possible that some of us have
not given ocurselves wholeheartedly to
God? There is a confidence and a
trust thal we ought to have in fol-
lowing His example and in giving our
lives urreservediy to Iim.,

Confidenee is well placed when it
rosts upon a proved experience. A
traveler, following his guide amid the
Alpine heights, reached a place where
a path was narrowed by & jutting roek
on one side and a terrible precipice on
the other. The guide passed over,
and holding. onto the rock with ome
hand, extended the other over the
precipice for the traveler to step upon
and so pass around the jutfing rock.
He hegitated, but the guide said,
“That hand has never lost a man®
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He stepped on the hand and passed
over safely.

Jonathan could place implieit con-
fidence in Jehovah, for never yet had
cause been lost where that was done,
and, “There is no restraint to the
Lord to save by many or by few.”

“There is a grand story of Alexan-
der’s confidence in his friend and
physician, When the physician had
mixed him a potion for his sickness,
a letter wag pub into Alexander’s hand,
warning him not to drink the mixture,
for it was poigoned. He held the
letter in one hand and the cnp in the
other, and in the presence of hig
friend and physician, drank up the
draft; and after he had drained the
cup, he bade his friend look at the
letter and judge of his confidence in
him. Alexander had unstaggering
faith in his friend, whieh did not
admit of doubt. ‘See now,’ said he,
‘how I have trusted you. This is
the assurance which the believer
should exercise toward his God. The
eup is very bitter, and some tell us
it will prove fo be deadly; that it
is 80 nauseous that we shalli never
survive the draft. Unbelief whispers
in our ear, ‘Your coming tribulation
will utterly erush you.) Drink it, my
brother, and say, If He slay me, yet
will T trust Him.! It eannot be that
God should be unfaithful to His prom-
ise, or unmindful of His covenant.”—
Spurgeon.

The promises of God are sure.
Among the most beaufiful promises
are those of forgivemess. It is sur-
prising how far astray we can be led
if sin exists in our life,

A ship was once wrecked on the
Irish coast. The captain was a eare-
ful one. The weather had not heen of
80 severe a kind as to explain the
wide distance to whieh the vessel had
swerved from her proper course. The
ship went down., So much interest
was attached to the disaster that a
diver was sent down to investigate
the possible cause. Among other por-
tions of the vessel that were exam-
ined wae the eompass that was swung
on deck, Imside the compass box was
found a bit of steel, the amall point
of a pocketknife blade.

It was learned that the day before
the wreek the sailor who had heen
gent {0 elean the compass, had used
his pocketknife in ths process, and
had unconseiously broken off the point
and left it remaining in the box. That
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"bit of knife blade exerted its influ-

ence on the compass and deflected the
needle from its proper bent, thus
spoiling it as an index of the ship’s
direetion, That piece of knife blade
wrecked the vessel.

Fven one trifling sin, ag small as a
broken knife point, as it were, may
wreck a human life and cause ever-
lasting destruetion,

If we have been defeated, it is be-
cauge we do not know the Master,
He ig ready to help us at any moment,
He is ready to send roinforcements.

The battle of Winchester in the
United Btates Civil War was stoutly
contested. The Union forces were
composed of tried veterans, led by
brave officers, but after hours of hard
fighting they gave way. Their gen-
eral, not expecting a battle so soon,
was twenty miles distant. The roar
of cannon told him of the conflict,
He put spurs to his noble horse, and
in a little over an hour, covered with
dusi, his black echarger white with
foam, he met his retreating troops.
Waving his sword, and shouting the
battle ery, he renewed the conflict;
and the vanquished gained a deeisive
vietory. He hrought no reinforee-
ments buf himself, The same men
that had fought before did the fight-
ing, but confidenee in their general
turned defeat to vietory.

If you have lost in the bhattle
against sin, you need not lose any
more, The Lord Jesus will supply the
reinforcements, Just ask Him for
this help, and He will gladly give it
to you.

s L

TUESDAY, MARCH 15

Endure Hardness

2 TimoTHY 2:1-3. (Read.)

The young people of this denomina-
tion are not looking for easy fasks,
The life of a true Christian is not for
a weakling, The apostle Paul had
gone through many frying experiences
when he made the appeal to young
people to endure hardness as a good
soldier of Jesus Christ,. He knew
what he was talking about. (Please
read 2 Corinthiang 11:23-31.)

But through it all, the apostle waa
able to say that the Lord stood by
him. Young people, regardless of
what the eost may be in surrendering
our lives to the Lord Jesus and in
keeping His commandments, we can
count on Him to stand by us.
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In the high altitudes of Africa our
Missionary Volunteers are showing
this same sort of determination. One
of our young Missionary Volunteers
went out to preach. The white bishop
sent for him and was very kind and
made overtures for him to work under
hig supervigion, but the young man
did not yield. He was gent for the
second time, and again they told of
their need of such a fine fellow as he,
and of how they would be glad to put
him to work at a good salary. The
young man kept quiet. Finally they
prossed him for an answer, and he
replied, “When Jesus came to this
oarth, Satan took Him up into a high
mountain and offered Him all sorts
of things if he would but fall down
and worghip him. Jesus did not do
i, becange He knew it was wrong, and
He had a vision of a large work to
do. While I hate to say it, I cannot
aceept of your oifers for the same
reason.” He was told that he had
given a bad answer, and was turned
over to a local bishop, who forbade
him fo preach further. When the
young man wenft on with his work,
they forbade the people fo attend his
services and threatened to flog them
if they continuned to go. DBuf, this
Missionary Volunteer had steadfastly
set his face.

One of the most heroic examples in
the Bible of enduring hardness as =
good soldier of Christ Jesus, is Dan-
iel, (Read Daniel 6:10; “Testimo-
nies,” Vol. V, p, 527, par. 1.)

There are young people in different
lands who are being ealled upon today
to give a reason for their gonvictions
the same as did Daniel of old. If we
are living in a land where peace pre-
vails, may we not make the most of
it to develop characters that will
stand the test of the trying times to
come!

An outstanding illustration con-
cerning the Roman legion, comes to us
from the book “Facing North,” by O.
G. Herbrecht.

Truly there are moments in life
when—

“Not 1o the strong i8 the battle,
Not to the swjgt 13 the race;
Yet to the true and the faithful

Victory is promiged through
grace.”

The Roman legion was encamped
that winter night in a little lakeside
town in France. It was in the days
of the Roman eonquests, and the
legions were in Xurope. This one was
a ecompany of one hundred men, um-
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nsual men, heroes every one of them,
the bravest of the brave.

But now the hattle day was done;
the campfires flared, and each man
ended his day as he pleased. Some,
in quiet groups, talked over the events
of the day. Others played the rude,
rough games of soldiery. Many slept.

Suddenly the challenging ery of the
sentry rang thromgh the camp. Tn-
stantly men jumped for their weapons.
A few, short, commanding words, and
a messenger was dashing up to the
captain’s tent.

Wondering, the commander saw be-
fore him a messenger from the em-
peror at Rome. It must be a matter
of importance, indeed, that had sent
a man riding furiously as evidently
this man had riddem, straight from
the emperor. Saluting gravely, the
herald drew from his girdle the imes-
gage.

By the flickering light of the camyp-
fire, the captain read. A look of be-
wilderment crept into his face. The
arm that held the message sank
slowly, and silently he stared into the
fire. Then onece more he read:

“It iz commanded by the emperor
that when our messenger arrives, the
bugle sound to call the men into line.
Then shall an altar be built in the
midst of the camp, and each soldier
as he passes by shall pour upon it a
cup of wine, as an offering fo his
emperor. And it is deereed that all
who refuse s0 to honor their emperor
shall be thrust ont wpon the lake to
die.”

The whim of an emperor! What
new madness was this! Blood—more
blood! Was it not enough to slay
the foes of Rome? Must Roman hlood
be spilt to please an emperor gone
mad?

“What answer shall I carry from
the commander to his emperor®”’ The
messenger’s voice was cold and hard.

A look of anger flashed into the
commander’s face, but his voice was
stern and proud.

“Say to the emperor that the Roman
legion always oboys.”

Then, as the messenger still stood,
he pointed te the road: “You may

0!”

Alone, the commander clenched his
hands. Well he knew the source of
this cemmand. Some one had whis-
pered in the emperor’s ear that Chris-
tian men were gerving in the legiom,
men who would not bow to the gods
of Rome, would how to no God but one,
As for himself, he was not a Chris-
tian, but these men had something he
admired, and they were good soldiers.
Let them worship whom they pleased.

But the emperor’s will must be done.
The bugle sounded, the camp assem-
bled. Again he read the message,
this time to the soldiers.

A confused wmuwrmur breke out
among the men. The commander
raised his hand for silence.

“And it is decreed that all who re-
fuse so to honer their emperor shall
be thrust out npon the Iake to die”
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A gound as of the distant roaring of
the sea rose from the mass of soldiers.
Once more the commander spoke;

“Silence, men. The messenger is
on his way back to Rome to say from
the commander, ‘The Roman legion
always obeys!’ Step back and let the
altar be built.”

‘With sterm, set faces the men
wronght. It took bhut a moment to
rear a crude pile of sione, and one
by one the men filed by. The first
one poured his cup of wine upon the
altar; the seeond did likewise; so
did the third; the fourth lifted his
cup, hesitated, turned away and
poured it on the ground.

A single shout of anger and pity.
A gharp command, and the man was
placed apart from the rest, and the
procession moved on. The fifth man
also poured his wine upon the ground
and joined the other ome. The sixth
poured his upon the altar, When 2
hundred had filed by, sixty had hon.
ored the emperor as their god. Forty
had refused.

It was over. A solemm hush had
fallen on the camp, 8truggling with
emotions that never before had
touched his stern soul, the commander
pleaded with his forty men. It was
not much they were asked to do,—just
pour a few drops of wine upon the
stones,—they meed mot give up their
God.

But those forty men had souls un-
afraid.

And forty men stripped of all save
one garment, were thrust out into the
night upon the frozen lake.

Once more the camp secttled down,
but not to sleep or rest. Some tents
were empty now, some soldier had lost
his eomrade—a storm had swept the
heart of the legion, Even the com-
mander could not rest. He was think-
ing of forty men—out on the lake.

Snddenly the winds of the winter
night Dbrought to him the sound of
musie from the shadows of the lake.
Out there those men were singing:

“Forty wrestlers, wrestling for Thee,

1rlgt !

Claim for Thee the victory,
And ask from Thee the crown.”

It stirred him strangely, that swan
song of his hero band. He went to
the shere and peered into the might.
Tt was eold out there on the iee—and
that black spot, away out there—
darker than the rest,—that must be
hig forty soldiers.

Again he heard it, fainter, now,

“Forty wrestlers, wrestling for Thee,
O Christ!

Clajm for Thee the victory,
And ask from Thee the crown.”

With sudden resolve the commander
began to gather the driftwood that
lay all along the shore, Heaping it
high he made a great fire that flared
up and sent a cheering Hght far out
upon the ice. Perhaps, so thought he,
when they see that fire with its lure
of warmth, perhaps them—and again
he paced back and forth,
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Once more it came, fainter still,

“Forty wrestlers, wrestling for Thee,
Christ!

Claim for Thee the victory,

And ask from Thee the crown.”
But what was that? A dark form
came creeping aeross the ice, climbed
up the bank and dropped,—a huddled
mass,—hy the fire. Silently the sol-
diers ecame, picked him up, carried him
to a tent, wrapped him in biankets,
called him back to life.

But the song of the forty was done

—-there were forty no more. One had
proven coward!
On the shore, clearly outlined

against the fire stood the commander,
looking, — Hstening, — with  strange
things surging in his heart. Suddenly
his soldiers saw him cast aside his
cloak and outer garments and rush
down the bank, and before they could
stop him, he had vanished into the
night.

And as the soldiers gathered, fear-
ful and awestruck, on the shore, the
song came back once more, with a new
triumphbant note: .

“Torty wrestlers, wrestling for Thee,
O Christ!

Claim for Thee the victory,

And ask from Thee the crown.”

Howurs passed, and just once more,
faint and far off, like an echo over
the sea came that song:

“Forty wrestlers, wrestling for Thee,
O Christ!

Claim for Thee the victory,

And ask from Thee the crown.™

When daylight came, forty wrestlers
were found upon the ice. Forty wres-
tlers had won their vietory; forty
wrestlers had claimed their erown.

Having done all, they stood.

It was the victory of the invineible
soul.

The last two chapters of “The

Great Controversy” picture the end of
the great struggle between right and
wrong. You and I as young people
will be participants in that great
struggle. This Week of Prayer, in the
providence of God, has heen given us
te help us to get a strong hold upon
God and to establish characters that
will stand the test.

In the words of the apostle, I be-
seech each one of you to “endure
hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus
Christ.”

(For additiomal illmstrations read
“8.D.A in Time of War,” by F. M,
Wilcox.)

woW
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16

Seeking

“SEEREST thon great things for thy-
self? seek them not” Jer. 45:5.

T do not helieve that this text is
trying to discourage us from attain-
ing the highest standards possible,
but it does state that we should not
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seek great things for ourselves. It is
the motive of selfishness that the
prophet is warning us against.

We find throughout the world and
especially among youth, that there is
a restlessness, a desire for adventure.
They are seeking something, In your
life plans are you taking into con-
sideration the finishing of this greaf
megsage and the part you ave to play,
or are you thinking altogether of
yourself ¢

We ought to seek to attain the
highest perfection possible in the
work of God in the earth in order to
win souls, bt not for self-glorifiea-
tion. .

(Read Matthew 28:1-5.) An angel
here said to the followers of the Lord
Jesus: “I know that ye seek Jesus.”
If the ohjective of every ome of us
in coming to this meeting could be
stated in definite terms as the angel
spoke here, it would mcan a wonder-
ful blessing to us all. I hope that
right now it can be stated concerning
each of us that we ave geeking Jesus,
seeking o follow in Ilis footsteps.
As representatives of the Lord Jesus
Christ, we each have resting upom us
a heavy responsibility.

“One of the best governors of the
Isie of Man was impeached for trea-
gon in the civil wars, and sentenced
to death, The king granted a par-
don; hut it fell into the hands of a
bitter enemy of the governer, who
never delivered it, and the governor
wasg executed. We hold in our hands
the pardon of the world; shall we hold
it back®'—J. A. Clark, in “Sunday
School Times”

Many times we have our minds set-
tled on the great things that we are
Maming on doing someday, and for-
get the little kindnesses that we can
show day by day.

“Oh the greatness of little things!

“Just a line on a posteard, but it
changed a whole day’s drudgery into a
dream!

“Just a handclasp—mno word was
spoken—but, in some way, it soothed
the wounded soul!

“Just a cluster .of wild flowers
placed in a sick child’s faded fingers,
but it inspired a prayer of gratitude
which winged. its way to the throne
of (od.

“Just a word of appreciation lightly
spoken where two paths met, but it
}i} the lamp of hope in a pilgrim’s
heart. ‘

“Just a smile, but it transmuted
fle dark mists of the moment info 2
tainbow of brightest beauty.
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“Just a little act of courtesy, but
it eaused a stranger among strangers
to ay: ‘Oh, how good is the heart
of the world!l’

“Heekest thow great things, O my
masters? Seek them not! Make them
out of the opportunities that dot
the pathway of your life—“Seeds
of Service.”

{Read the familiar experience of

the rich young yuler. Mark 10:17-21.)

I see a direct similarity between the
rich young Jow and a Seventh-day
Adventist youth of today. We aro
all anxious fo have eternal life, fo
be saved in God’s kingdom. We come
today with the question, “What shall
I do that T may inherit eternal life$”
The answer is, “Kecp the command-
ments.” In tho words of the rich
yvoung ruler we say, “We have been
kecping the commandments.” Jesus
then speaks to us and says, “Ome
thing thom lackest.”

Usually Jesus had large crowds lis-
tening to His teaching. Many were
carried on streichers and in beds
awaiting His healing, or the falling
of His shadow on them that they
might reeeive a blessing. The young
man hurried by all these and came
running and kuelt down before the
Saviour and asked, What must I do
that I may have cternal life? Ile
sought a selfish blessing. He was
thinking about himself. No doubt
he passed by many bangry individuals,
whom he could have assisted. Per-
haps there were some to whom he
could have given medieal aid, hut he
was thinking about himself. Jesus
loocked at him and said, Young man
there is ome thing you lack,

This rich young ruler lacked but
one thing, ‘but that was a vital prin-
ciple. He needed the love of God in
his soul. 'Fhis lack, unless supplied,
would prove fatal to him; his whols
nature would become corrupted. By in-
dulgence, selfishness would strengthen,
That he might recelve the love of
God, his supreme love of self must be
surrenderod,

“Christ, gave this man a test. He
called upon him fo choose hetween
the heavenly ftreasure and worldly
greatness. The heavenly treasure was
asgured him if he would follow Christ.
Brt self must yvield; his will must be
given info Ohrist’s-control. The very
holiness of God was offered -to the
young truler. He had the privilege
of becoming a son of .God, and a co-
heir with Christ o the heavenly
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treasure. But he must take up the
eross, and follow the Saviour in the
path of self-denial.”—*“The Desire of
Ages,)” pp. 519, 520.

Do we, week after week, eome to
Sabbath serviee intent on receiving a
blessing personally, and forget to help
those who aro hungering after right-
eousness and those who are sick of
gin? Tho instruction eoming fo you
and to me is, “Take up thy cross and
follow Me.” Even though we are
planning on doing great things for
the Lord someday, let us not forget
that day by day we may minister to
the needs of those who need our hslp.

We need to overcome timidity.
Sometimes we feel hesitant or afraid
to speak to our friends about accept-
ing Jesus, when in reality they are
wishing we would talk to them. A
mistake like this was onece made hy
Miss Havergal. “I ought to have been
yours,” said a bright, happy gizl to
Miss Iavergal. “What do you mean?”
inquired Miss Havergal. “Well,” said
the girl, “when I was secking the
Saviour I put myself in your way
several fimes, hoping that you would
gpeak to me about this matter, but you
did not do it, and another led me to
the SBaviour,” If is said that it was
this experience which led Frances
Havergal to write the well-known
hymn, “Eniire Conseeration.” (*“Christ
in Song,” No. 316.)

(Read Matthew 6:81-33.)

The individual who makes temporal
things of life the all-absorbing motive
will soon lose out in the more impor-
tant things of life. The instruction
that Jesus Himself gives vs is “Seek
ye first the kingdom of God, and His
righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you.” The tem-
poral blessings are assured to us only
if we place spiritual things first.

I once heard of a young man who
had a motto plaged in his room stat-
ing, “T am third” Some one asked
hm what that motto meant. He sald
that +was the rulo of his life,—to
make Chrigt first, others second, and
himself third., Young people who are
willing to make that their motto will
ba leaders in this cause in the finigh-
ing of the work.

It was (ladstone who said, when
addressing a group of young people,
“T foel like taking off my hat because
T am speaking to the future leaders
of Great Britain,” The future leaders
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of our work arc found in the Mission-
ary Volunteer Societies of today.

{Read, “Gospel Workers,” p. 68, par.
1; also “Steps to Christ,” p. 70, par. 1,
pocket edition.)

oo
THURSDAY, MARCH 17

Holding the Standards High

WE see a great deal in the world
about us which ghows that standards
have fallen. As young people con-
peeted with the advent movement, we
have to determine that as far as we
are concerned we shall continue to
hold our standards high. When in-
dividuals about us are not holding the
standards high, it makes it all the
more necessary that we be on the alert
to see that we are not influenced by
those living about us.

Examples and experiences of 0ld
Testament times are written for our
admonition and learning, espeeially
for us who live in the closing period
of the world’s history, It seems to
me that an outstanding lesson ean be
found in the firgt three verses of the
sixth chapter of Nehemiah. (Read.)

The three men spoken of were not
those who were inferested in carrying
on the work of God for that time.
They were, however, acquaintances of
Nehemiah, Nehemiah wag engaged in
the greatest work carried on in the
earth at that time. He was earrying
forward God’s work in the earth.
These friends eame with an invitation
saying, “Come, let vs mect together in
some one of the villages in the plain
of Ono.” In reply to this invitation
Nehemiah gaid, “I am doing a great
work, so that I eannot come down:
why should the work cease, whilst I
leave it, and come down to you®”

Notice the phrase “Come down” is
used twice. If Nehemiah were going
to associate with and meet these par-
ties down in onc¢ of the villages, he
would have to come down or let down
the high standards that he had held.
I want you to notice also that the
work would eease while he came down.
Seventh-day Adventists have higher
standards perhaps than any other peo-
ple in the world, It takes contimued
effort and vigilance to maintain these
high standards. Friends of the world
are emtreating Reventh-day Adventist
youth to meet them in places of pleas-
ure in the world. But we as young
peopls, in holding high our standards,
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must give the angwer with the prophet
of old that we are doing such a great
work that we cannot indulge in
worldly pleasures.

T wish that for a few minutes we
would think of the great work that we
are earrying on,—that of giving this
last gospel message to the world, I
believe that upon the youth of this
denomination, resis a definife respon-
sibility of warning and winning other
youth. In order to win others to this
message wo must have a living Chris-
tian experience ourselves.

There are various ways in which in-
dividnals let down the standards. The
gtory is told of how onc day two
theological students were walking
along a street, when suddenly one ex-
claimed, “What a splendid text for a
sermon to young men!” pointing to a
suit of elothes that hung swaying in
the brecze at the side of the window.
“Slightly soiled, greatly rednced in
price.” “That is it, exactly,” he said
to his friend, “We young people get
soiled so slightly, just seeing a vulgar
show in a theater, just reading a
coarse book, just allowing ourselves
a little indulgence in dishomest or
lustful thoughts,—just slightly soiled,
and lo! when the time comeg for our
manhood to be appraised, we are
‘greatly reduced in priee” Our charm,
our strength, is gone.”

Surely when we have been redeemed
ab so great a cost, we would not think
of lowering our value and worth in
this eause.

“T think a Christian can go any-
where,” said a young woman who was
defending her continuwed attendance
at some very doubiful plaee of amuse-
ment.

“Certainly she ean” replied her
friend, “but I am reminded of a little
incident that oceurred last summer
when T went with a parly of friends
to explore a coal mine. One of the
young women appeared dressed in a
dainty, white gown, . When her friends
remonstrated with her; she appealed
to the old miner who wias to act as
guide of the party.

“Can’t T wear g white dress down
into the mine?” she asked petulantly.

"Yes'm,” replied the- old man.
“There’s nothin’ to keep you from
wearing a white frock down there,
but there’l! be considerable to keep
you from wearing one haeck.”

+ (Read Isaiah 62:10-12,)
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If the youth of the advent move-
ment do mot hold high the standards,
we cannot expeet other youth to do it.

(Read ‘“Testimonics,” Vol. V, p, 310,
par. 1.)

From this quotation you see how
important it is that we have a high
standard in ouwr thinking, Ag a man
“thinketh, . . . so is he)”’

(Read “Messages,” p. 28, par. 1.)

“Those who are partakers of the
divine nature will not give way to
temptation. The cnemy is working
with all hig might to overcome those
who are striving to live the Christian
life, He comes to them with tempta-
tions, in the hope that they will yicld,
Thus he hopes to discourage them,
But those who have planted their
feet firmly on the Rock of Ages will
not yield to his devices. They will
remember that God is their Father
and Christ their helper. The Baviour
came to our world to bring to every
tried, tempted soul, strength fo over-
come even as He overecame, 1 know
the power of temptation; I know the
dangers that are in the way; but I
know, too, that strength sufficient for
every time of need, is provided for
those who are straggling against
temptation.

“iGod is faithful, who wiil not suf-
fer you to be tempted above that ye
are able; bui will with the temptation
also make a way to escape, that ye
may be able to bear it.” And we also
have a part to act, We are not to
place ourselves needlessly in the way
of temptation. Ged says, ‘Come out
from among them, and be ye separate,

. and touch not the unclean thing;
and T will receive you, and will be a
Father unto you, and ye shall be My
sons and daughters.’ If by associat-
ing with worldlings for pleasure, by
conforming to worldly practices, by
uniting cur mterests with unbelievers,
we place our feet in the path of temp-
tation and sin, how can we expect
God to keep us from falling?

“Keep yourselves away from the
corrupting influenees of the world.
Do not go wnbidden to places where
the forees of the ememy are strongly
entrenched, Do not go where you
will be tempted and led astray, But
if you have a message for unbelievers,
and if you Hve so near to God that
Fou can speak to them a word in
seasgon, you can do a work that will
help them and will honor God. ‘¥
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pray mnot Christ said, ‘that Thou
shouldst take them out of the world,
but that Thou shouldst keep them
from the evil! "—Review and Herald,
April 14, 1904.

(Please read and tell to your audi-
ence the thoughts given in “Testimo-
nies,” Vol. IV, p. 651, par. 8 to p. 653.)

May this Week of Prayer cause us
to examine our past lives, and de-
termine to hold our standards high,

Examination

Hav® I spent this year for Jesus?
Have 1 done iy Mastew's wiil?
Have I hindered an% Chrigtian
Who i3 climbing Ziow’s hill?
Loving Saviour, take my hand;
Show me now just where 1 gtand.

AmDI \ivorlking fﬁl: th:ai Magter?

o pleage Uim day by day?

What I do, is il for Josus? ¥
Do I practice what I say?

Loving Saviour, take my hand;
Show me now Just where I stand.

Am I livln§- Pure and holy?

Am I walking in the light?
Do I have the living witness

In my heart that aill is right?
Loving Saviour, take my hand;
Show me now just where I siand,

—Author Unknown.

e Y
FRIDAY, MARCH 18
Enlarging Our Vision

{RE4p 1 Chrenieles 4:10,)

If every individual, during thig
Week of Prayer, will pray the petition
of Jabez, it will be wonderful indeed.
First he asks, “Oh that Thou wouldst
bless me indeed.” Blessings are all
about us, Many times the presence of
the Lord is with us, and we do not
realize it, Cod’ presence in itg full-
ness ean dwell only where sin does not
exist. In order to have the first part
of this prayer answered, we have to
relate ourselves rightly to the receiv-
ing of these blessings.

The second request that Jabesz
makes i, “Tinlarge my coast.” Truly
as youth and Seniors today, we need
an enlarged vision. While T was at-
tending college, I was introduced to
one of our ministers who was speaking
at the commencement exercises. Ii
wag mentioned that I was locking for-
ward to the gospel ministry. The
visiting minister gripped my hand and
said, “Young man, do mnot lose your
vision.”

If God has implanted in our hearts
an ambition, let us pray that that
ambition may someday be realized,
and that our vision may be enlarged
concerning the work of God in the
earth. There is need of an enlarged
vigion. Our firgt werk is for our own
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young people. Then there is need in
us a3 young people of an emlarged
vision for other youth. We need to
get our eyes upon our unfinished task.
This denomination needs every young
person connected with Seventh-day
Adventist homes. Young people, you
need the church, the guidance and
blessing it hrings to you.

The tagk for each one of ns is not
g0 much that of cirecumseribing the
activities of youth, but that of being
an example of courage and faith, and
of leading them in service.

The valuation of a soul is here made
clear:

“In comparigon with the worth of
ono soul, the whole world sinks into
ingignificanee »—*Testimondies,” Vol.
¥, p. 614, “The worth of a aoul can-
not he fully estimated by finite minds.
How gratefully will the ransomed and
glorified ones remember those who
were ingtrumental in their salvation!
No one will then regret his self-deny-
ing efforts and persevering labors, his
patience, forbearance, and earnest
heart yearnings for souls that might
have bheer lost had he neglected his
duty or become weary in well-doing.”
—JId.,, p. 620. (Read also “Christ’s
Object Lessons,” p. 196, par. 4.)

“He who bocomes a child of God
should henceforlh look upon himself
as @ link in the chain ket down to save
the world, one with Chrigt in His plan
of merey, going forth with Him to
seck and save the losl.”—“Minisiry of
Healing,” p. 105.

The Iast request that Jabez makes is
“Keep me from evil, that it may not
grieve me” Xvery youth needs the
power of God to keep him from evil.
Any time we indulge in sin or evil, it
is sure to grieve uws. Sin in all its
forms results in burden of heart and
grief, May we help other youth to
eseape this grief.

“If Christ were cur pattern, His
life our rule, what zeal would be
manifested, what efforts put forth,
what liberality exercised, what self-
denial practiced! How untiringly
should we lahor, what fervent petitions
for power and wisdom would aseend to
God! . ., My brother, you ¢ndanger
your own salvation if you hold haek
now. God will eall you to aceount if
you fail in the work He has assigned
you. Have you a knowledge of the
truth? give it to others.”—“Test-
monies,” Vol. V, pp. 460, 461,

“Good resolutions eannot withstand
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the daily temptations. TUnreserved
congecration to God is the only safe-
guard., God wants your life to be in
this ginful world what the pure lily is
in the stagnant pool. For your own
sake, for the sake of others, and for
Christ’s sake, live the life that counts.”

In laboring for other youth, we
should always be alert and attentive to
vigitors at our serviees. (See illustra-
tion in Jumnior program for March 12
under the topie, “With Whom and
Where May We Do Pergonal Work$”
subtopic number 3.)

When we eonsider the sacrifice made
for us personally, we ought in turn to
be willing to give ourselves in service
for Him.

“Some time after the Civil War, a
man was seen in the cemetery of a
Southorn State decorating a soldier’s
grave, and placing a tombstone at the
head of it. Some one asked him, Is
your son buried in thig grave? ‘No,
gaid the man, ‘he was not my son/
‘Was he your brother® ‘He was of no
relation whatever to me,’ said the man,
‘but he died for me/]

“Then he related that during the
war he was drafted, and not having
the means to buy a substitute, he
wonld have to go te war, leaving his
wife and children in a state of destitu-
tion. ‘Then the young man who lies
huried here offered to go in my place.
He was wounded in one of the battles,
died in the hospital, and was buried
hers, This is where and what I
waould be now, if he had not taken my
place. Therefore, I say he died for
me, and I have come to set up this
memorial stone over his grave, as an
expresston of my love and gratitude.’

“Thus we, to0, can say, Jesus died
for me, Fe was my substitute. He
suffered and died in my place.” (Read
1 Timothy 1:15.)

(Read “Testimonies,” Vol. VI, p.
416, par. 1; “Steps to Christ,” p. 80,
par. 3; p. 81, par. 1, pocket edition.)

e W
SABBATH, MARCH 19
Come Thon With Us

Wr, have come to the closing service
of this spring Week of Prayer. Tt
garely would be folly if any of our
young people would allow this Week
of Prayer to go by without fully con-
gecrating their lives to the Master’s
serviee,

(Read Numbers 10:29.)

I wish to divide this verse into two
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geotions, Pirsh, the statement of the
faet that we are journeying to the
Promised Land; and, seeond, the in-
vitation, “Come thou with ng.”

No doubt the lives of Moses and the
children of Israel were thought fo be
rather odd and different even in their
day. They had not settled down to
acquire wealth or homes, but in re-
sponse to the leadings of God were
ever journeying. No doubt this rela-
tive of Moses, after having spent some
time with him, talked of this faet,
But before Hobab left, Moses stated
to him the program he was following,
He first told him that they were travel-
ing toward the land of which the Lord
had told them. Then he invited his
relative and friend to go with them,
and asgured him that he would be
treated well

To all young people who have any
connection at all with the advent move-
ment today, we wish to say, This
great movement is jomrneying on to-
ward the heavenly Canaan. The
reagon why we are different from the
people living about us is that God
has in Idis providence chosen us, as
Seventh-day Adventists, to be separate
from the world; and by giving us this
gacred ealling, He bas laid upon us the
burden of carrying this message to all
the world to prepare a people for His
coming,

As leaders and workers in this great
movement, we today extend to you,
young people, an invitation to recon-
seerate your lives to the Lord, We
invite you to gome with us to the king-
dom.

Isajah 1:18 gives the personal in-
vitation of the Lord to you: “Come
now, and let us reason together, gaith
the Lord: though your sins bhe as
searlet, they shall be as white as snow;
though they be red like erimson, they
shall be as wooL”

Thig brings hope and an invitation
to all classcs, regardless of what the
past might have been. No sweeter
words ever fell on human ears than
the “come” of Jesus. It is stated that
this word “come” is used 1,700 times
in the Bible. Many of these are the
invitations of Jesus.

A man said {0 Moody once, “One
might think that the word ‘come’ was
your pet text.” “I have two,” he said.
“One is ‘come’ and the other i ‘go.]
Come for eleansing and acceptance;
go for service—go and get others to
come,”
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In the deserts when caravans are in
want of water, they send a rider some
distance ahead, then another, and an-
other, As soon ag the first man findg
water, he shouts aloud, “Come;"” the
next vepeats it, and the next, uniil
the whole desert echoes with the word
“eome.” '

In the wilderness before rugged
Sinai hundreds of thousands of people
listened to Moses. Moses called for a
decision. Hear lis ringing voice:
“Who is on the Lord’s side? let him
come unto me.”

(Read the Lord’s
Matthew 11:28-50.)

Many times we find an unrest and a
burden upon onr youth. This burden is
both mental and gpiritual. Many times
it ecomes from a comsclence that is
not void of offemse. A clear conscience
is & heritage that every one of us can
have. The only way that we young
people can be happy in our Chrigtian
experience iz to come to the Lord and
lay all onr burdems upon Him. And
the burden that He invites you to lay
upon Him ig your sin-filled lfe,

invitation in

If you arve willing to accept the
appeal of the preceding verges, then
gomeday you will have the privilege of
hearing the invitation given in Mat-
thew 25:34. (Read it.)

“I heard Him call, Come follow

That was all. My gold grew dim,

My heart went after Him ;
I rose and followed. That was all.”

“Upon many ears there fall the
words of the gracious invitation,
‘Come unto Me,’—that call of a com-
passionate Savienr whose heart of love
ig drawn out toward all who are wan-
dering away from God; and in the
hearts of many, who are really longing
for the help to be found in Jesus,
theve is quickened the purpose to re-
turn to the Father’s house. With such
the inguiry of Thomas is oft re-
peated, ‘How can we know the way?’
The Father’s house geems to be a long
way off, and the road appears difficult
and uncerlain. What are the steps
which lead homeward?’—“Steps fo
Chirist,” preface.

“Christ ig ready to set ug free from
gin, but He does not force the will;
and if by pergistent transgression the
will itself iz wholly bent on evil, and
we do not desire to be set free, if we
will not aecept Iis grace, what more
can He do? We have degtroyed our-
selves by our determined rejection of
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His iove. “Behold, now is the ac-
cepted time; behold, now is the day of
galvation” ‘Today if ye will hear His
voice, harden mot your hearts’*—
“Steps to Christ,” p. 84, pocket edition.

Dwight L. Moody and Ira D. Sankey
were holding revival meebings in
Springfield, Massachusetts, in 1878,
One day at the nmoon meeting in the
city hall, a minister arose and hore
testimony to the wonderful way in
which the Lord had blessed one of his
song, then a prominent student at
Yale. He gaid his son chanced to be
seated in one of Mr, Moody’s meetings
begide a gentleman from England. At
the cloge of the meeting, the customary
call was made for thoge who desired to
become Christians to remain after the
meeting., This young man tarried, and
the gentleman beside him improved the
opportunity to speak to him about be-
coming a Christian.

The two talked for about half an
hour, and the older man pressed his
appeal for the boy to seek the Savieur
and surrender hig Hfe to Him, Then
they left the building and went out
into the street. This carnest Chris-
tian, who was a worthy example of
persistence in working for individual
souls, told ibe Doy that he would
gladly walk home with him if he had
no objection, as he had nothing of
special importance to do just then.
When they reached the gate and were
about to part, the gentleman szald that
he would like to offer one more prayer
in his behalf before leaving him.
Holding the young man’s hand, he
prayed most earnestly that the Lord
wonld help him to decide the great
question that very night., With this
prayer they separated. The gentle-
man left the city the next day, and
probably never knew the result of his
labor.

The experience of the evening
touched the boy’s heart. As he neared
the entrance to his home, he stopped
suddenly and made a decp line across
the gravel walk with his eame, and
said, “Now 1 must decide thiz ques-
tion, for or against Christ, tomight. Tf
1 eross the line, my life shall be for
Him; but if T go around it, my life
shall be for the world.” It is said
that he stood there for at least half
an lour, considering with himself the
great question, the deciding of which
meant go mueh to him, not only for
thig life, but for eternity. At last, in

{Continued on page 46}
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Lessons for Junior Missionary Volunteers

BY LOUISE C. KLEUSER

Young People’s Missionary Volunteer Secretary of the
Greater New York Conference

General Fopic: The.Lord’'s Prayer

I eonuection with these lessons,
the leader should study ecarefully
“Mount of Blessing,” chapter entitled,
“The Lord’s Prayer,”’ and “Steps to
Christ,” chapter entitled, “The Privi-
lege of Prayer.”

MONDAY, MARCH 14

Our Heavenly Father

TH1s is the young people’s Week of
Prayer. It brings to our Juniors an-
other opportunity to learn more about
prayer, and most of all, te pray more.
Jesus was once asked by Hig dis-
ciples to teach them to pray. After
they had seen Jesug pray, they realized
how much more there wag for them to
learn about prayer, They decided to
learn to pray, so that they would know
that their prayers were actually being
angwored,

For many years our church hag ob-
gerved special weeks of prayer. God
has heard our prayers when our church
hag prayed for spectal deliverance and
vietory. On these oecasions our yonng
people have had a part, and our
Juniorg have alse received blessings,

The times in whick we live today
demand that we know how to pray.
We must trust God under all eirenm-
staneces, for soon gevere testy are com-
ing to our young people. Yes, in some
eountries these tests have already
come; but we are happy to know that
youth hold fast to the faith and are
true to God.

LEBARNING TO PRAY A8 JESUS PRAYED
(See “Mount of Blessing,”)

Jesus was conseious of Ged’s pres-
ence when He prayed.

His words were gineere and were
spoken with power.

He prayed often, but never hur-
riedly.

Jesus was mever too busy or teo
tired to pray.

After prayer He felt hetter able to
think and to work for Ged.

His burden for lost souly inereased
through prayer.

Those who littened to Jesus pray,
wanted to pray also.

“Prayer is the opening of the heart
to God as to a friend.”Sieps to
Christ,” p. 98, pocket edition,

TALKING Toe Our FATHER

Tt iz not hard for a child to talk to
his father, Our parents are our dear-
est friends on earth. They are more
than friends, for they are our very
own, and we belong to them., A boy
often looks just like his father. He
walks and talks like him. He wants to
grow up to do the same things his
father does. It is a privilege to have
 true, kind, and loving father.

Our heavenly Father is holy and
kind and loving., Jesus tanght His
disciples to pray: “Our Father which
art in heaven, hallowed he Thy name.”

God iz our Father, cur heavenly
parent, His interest in us iz so per-
aonal that we need have ne donbt about
it, He is not a Father to those who
love Him only; He i8 a Father (o the
wicked also, We need not wait until
some other time to accept Him as our
very own heavenly Father., We may
come to Him just as we arve. Lef us
bow our heads and tell Him gilently
that we love Him and that we long for
a gpecial hlessing this week. He is
just waiting to bless us,

Our Father ig in heaven., Wa ave a
part of His heaventy family. Through
His Holy Spirit He is ever drawing ne
heavenward. ‘When we feel inclined to
pray, He draws us closer,

“Tha very firat wtep in appreaching
God is to know and believe the love
that He hag to us; for it is through
the drawing of His love that we are
led to come to Him —“Uount of
Blessing,” p. 155,

Heaven iz a purs and holy place.
We must prepare curselves to fit into
it if we are to share God’m gweet fol-
lowship in prayer now, and then later
in heaven itself. When we pray, “Our
Pather which art in heaven,” ws are
always reminded of the faect that
heaven has been lost to man and must
be restored to Him. That is why we
like to learn more about heaven,

Even as heaven ig pure hecause God
is there, 3o all who hear God’s name
will be pure and holy beesmse He is so.
We ghould gladly speak for God when
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opportunity comes to witness for Him.
Let us always speak His name rever-
ently and thoughtfully.

WarcHING His ToNaUR

“John, you are such a fine boy, and
T like your good sportsmanship, but I
think it best not te eonfinue to make
you my speeial friend.”

The speaker was George Burus,
whose wise mother had warned her
boy that morning of some careless
habits he was developing, George had
reflocted thoughtfully, and eoncluded
to himself that John Colling was no
real help to him, beeause he was rough
and at times profane in his speech,

“Well,” @aid John, “what are you
driving af, George?$”

“Your carelesy talk,” replied George
frankly, “You do not sesem to hesitate
at all to take God’s name in vain.
And T fear that T am not on my guard
ag I should be, or I would not be
copying such a poor example. Don't
you think it iz time for both of us to
reform¥”’

The boys promiged themsslves and
each other to be move eareful in their
speech, They shook hands in pledge
that they would stand by thelr de-
termination. They agreed that if
either of them would forget, the other
would just part eompany with him for
two days. Since they usually spent
an hour after school together playing
hall, this was severe treatment they
had imposed upon themselves.

The first half hour hoth hoys got
along niesty. Their talk had sobered
them down congiderably. But befors
John realized it, in the exeitement of
the game, his tongue slipped and he
again took God’s name in vain. Oh,
a habit i3 such a stubborn thing, and
most deceitful, too.

George dropped the bat and hurried
homsward, while John suddenly he-
came aware of what he had domne te
break up this interesting game. He
ran after Georgs calling, “Come on
back; I will be careful next time; just
come back and finigh this game.” Al
George said was, “Meet me Thursday
at four; a bargain is 2 bargain!?

During thoge two lonesome days
John and George each had enough
time to refleet, and when, after the
punishment, George reappeared with
his genial smile and greeting, “Hello,
John, are you ready to watech your
tongue?’ Johm meekly said, “You
are right, I am]”

Toric FoR PRAYER TobDay

We have many things for which to
pray; bub in order that we may learn
how to pray for definite needs, let us
today pray for a simple irust in our
heaventy Father, Lst us come to Him
as we would go to our earthly parents
—just as easily and as confidently,
Let us ask Him to make our motivey
as pure and holy as His name and
the heaven we hope somedny to reach.
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Today we are going to pray for ouar-
selves—for each one to be right with
God. Who will join in praying for
these Dblessings?
e
TUESDAY, MARCH 15
Our Father’s Kingdom

YraTERDAY’S lesson told us about
our loving heavenly Father and His
personal care fer each of us. Heaven
is a holy place for holy people. God’s
name should alwaye be held in rever-
ence,

Today we shall eonsider that our
heavenly Father is alse a king, and
that He wishes to share His kingdom
with us, Our inheritance in His soon-
coming kingdom depends upen our
learning now to do His holy will
This is what Jesus meant when He
taught His diseiples to pray: “Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done in
earth, as it is I heaven.”

THE Boy WHosE Faraer Was 4 Kine

There once lived im a heautiful
palace on the banks of & silvery river
a sturdy, carefree little prince who was
more concerned about chasing the but-
terflies and bees in the palace park
than about being the som of a king.
Life was very interesting to him. Just
one thing might be different—if only
his noble father would spend mere
time with him! He had kind pages
and a friendly nurse who looked after
him well since his mother’s death, but
he migsed his father.

He had grown up with the idea that
his father was a very busy man be-
cange he was a king. Twiee a week, if
more urgent businesy did not inter-
fere, the king spent an heur in his
son’s eompany. Interferences, how-
ever, had been too frequent of late.

Thiz afternoon young Leepold was
anxiously awaiting his father in the
rose garden. He had mot had a visit
from his father in fourteen days. He

feared that perhaps today, too, the

king had been called away on im-
portant busimess. The very thought
bronght tears to his eyes,

Sobbingly he lecked up at his nurse
and said, “Can’t the kingdom pet
along without my father for a little
while, so that I, his little prince, may
also talk to him?”

But before he needed an answer, his
father, the king, way at his side, say-
ing, “What is the trouble, my lad? A
prince ig a brave boy, and why these
tears ¥’

“Oh, father,” paid tho little chap,”

with radiant expression, “I feared you
would not meet me today; you are so
busy-” .

The king’s eyes then filled with tears
as he said, “My kingdom indeed de-
mands much of my time, my son, but
the king must also take time for his
most devoted subject.”
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“Father,” said young Leopold,
“when I miss you most I eomfort my-
pelf that others need you so mueh
beeause you are such a kind king.
Then I remember that you are also my
king, and I am proud of you. To me
you are more than a king because you
are alsoc my father”

“That is right, my son,” said the
king happily, “but come along, Hitle
man, and let us enjoy the hour to-
gether,” He tossed the boy upon His
strong shoulders,

Leopeld stroked the kimg’s head
caressingly and said, “Father, our
kingdom is such a beautiful kingdom;
isn’t it It is mow gpringtime, and
everything is fair. Are all the men in
our kingdom as happy as we are?”

“Not all, I fear,” replied the king
thonghtfally; “some are waiting for
my little prince to help the king fo
make them happy.” ¥He was thinking
about his visit to a prison the day
before, and explained to his lLittle son
the subtle glavery of disobedisnce.

“How gad, father,” remarked Leo-
pold. “Why can’t they be happy with
such a kind king and under his geod
laws? How wonderful it would be
for me to go with you the next time
you visit them, and help them to
understand what & noble king you are.
They might believe it better, father, if
1, your little prinee, eould tell them,
Oh, may I goi”

“Yes, yes, my thoughtful boy,” said
the king, ‘“But now I must be going.
However, the king is counting on the
prinee to join him in his prison visit
next Monday., Farewell, my boy!”
Lirssons

God iz never too busy to meet us in
the garden of prayer.

He is pleased fo meet with the
Juniors when they pray.

Ouwr King always knows how to
cheer ns when we are sad.

We must share our King’s love with
others.

Many must still be shown what a
beautiful kingdem God has to share
with them.

We are to witness to our King’s
goodness and the justice of His laws.

God delights in using us. He is
counting on us for service. Will we
be fruet
Tor10s For PrRAYER Topay

For stronger desire to pray.

For courage to testify for the King.

For the King’s love in the heart, so
that others may also learn about His
wonderful kingdom.

TESTIMONY SERVIOE

(Take time for expression, 7Too often
our Juniors are not helped to expless
their love for God. Preselif the chal-
lenge, Can He Count on YOUY?)

¥ B
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16
God Provides and Forgives
“F1vE us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we for-
give our debtors.”
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OUR FATHER SBUPPLIES ALL OURE NEEDS
God’s ehildren need never fear that
God will forget them. He has given
us many assaring promises that He
will provide our daily peeds. Kot us
turn to some of them jn our Bibles,
(Bee Ps. 37:3, 19, 25; Isa. 83:16.)

We are promised in His word that
the times and the conditions in the
world will not affect His love and
interest in wus. There have been
drouths, dust storms, famines, and
pestilenees to teach men that God still
has control of this earth, but His
promises have always been sure.

In these visitations and treubles,
God longs that the wicked turn to
Him; that they repent of their evil
ways and seek His righteousness. It
is always well to remember when
trouble comes to u¢, that God loves
us enough to use these trials to burn
the dross of sin out of our lives, and
to teach us greater trust in Iim,

OUR DAILY BREAD

It is not just the bread that we are
to pray for; thiz prayer includes all
that we need to sustain us and to
make us comfortable, There are some
good Jessons for Juniors to learn about
these blessings God provides. Let us
list them.

Before we eat, let ne be thankful.

Let us eat our meals eheerfully.

Let us never waste food in any way.

Let our dress represent Jesus at ahl
times,

Let us be careful of our clothing so
that we may have more money to give
to missions.

“Gon's MeSSENGER”

Mra, Greatheart—that’s not her real
name, but it’s the most appropriate
one I can find for her—was ill in bed,
and under docter’s orders to remain
there. Her husband, who had been un-
employed for a long time, was cut
searching for work, Their home was
poor, but both had great faith in God,

As she lay in bed that day, Mrs.
Greatheart gradunally became eonseious
that seme one was speaking to her.

“Go at onmce to 25 Kirby Road,”
said the voice.

“I must be dreaming,” sajd Mrs,
Greatheart. “I dow’'t know anybody
in Kirby Read.”

But again the voice spoke, this time
more iusistently: “Go to 25 Kirby
Road.”

The eommand was so definite that
Mrs. Grestheart looked around, think-
ing some one must be in the room.
But no one was to be seen,

“What can it mean?” she agked her-
self, “Anyway, I eouldn’t get np now.
‘What would the doetor say?”

While she was wondering what she
could do, the command came agaim,
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this time so urgently that there was
no refusing it: “Go te 25 Kirby
Road.”

“Tt nust be God calling me to go
there,” she said to herself, “just as He
caled Samuel of old.”

Though very weak from her iflness,
ghe got out of bed and dressed, Soon
she was on the way downstairs, but
here she was met by the woman who
owned the store below,

“What are yom doing?’ cried the
woman. “Get back to bed at onee.
What will your hushkand say?”

“I have to go to 25 Kirby Road,”
said Mrs, Greatheart.

“You go haek to bed,” said the
woman.

“But God has called me three
times,” replied Mrs. Greatheart, “and
I must go. T eould never rest now
until T have gone. There must be
some reason for it.”

“Well, T never saw anybody like
you, Mrs, Greatheart. If yow've made
up your nind to go, youw'd hetter go.”

‘When Mrs, Greatheart had reached
the door the woman called to her,
“Maybe you'd like to take some of
theso stale bung with you,” she said.
“They may be ugeful,”

“Thank you,” said Mrs, Greatheart,
“That’s very kind of you”

At this moment the store door
opened, and a young women walked in,
inguiring if Mrs, Greatheart Iived in
the house.

“T am Mrs, Greatheart,” said she.

“Well,” said the young woman, “my
mistress has sent me here to bring you
this coat. She said she thought you
might bhe olad to get it

“Tt is very good of her,” said Mrs,
Greatheart. “I don’t happen to mneed
a coat just now, but I'll take it along
with me, for I don’t know what God
hag in store for me today.”

Bidding good-by to her friend, Mrs.
Greatheart set off on her strange mis-
sion, with her bag of stale buns and
a brown paper parcel containing a
woman’s coat!

She had hardly ever heard of Kirby
Road before, and had to inquire her
way. And when at last she found
herself there, she stopped and laughed.

“What shall T say at the door?’ she
agked herself, “Perhaps I may have
made a mistake, after all.”

Convineed, however, that she must
not twrn baek now, she went bravely
up to No, 25 and knoeked on the door,

Presently the door opened, and a
woman appeared. IHer faee was drawn
and haggard, and she was weeping.

“Oh, T am so sorry,” began Mrs,
Greatheart, not knowing just what to
say or do, “What is the matter?
Can T help you?”

“Come in,” said the woman, sobbing,

Mrs, Greatheart entered. As they
walked along the passage, she noticed
that the front room was empty. So
also was the dining room. Even the
floor boards were quite bare.

They reached the kitehen. A little
fearful as to what she might see, Mrs,
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Greatheart stopped at the door and
looked in,

In the middle of the room were a
deal table and one or two chairs. Be-
tween them and the empty fiveplace
were two barefoot children on their
knees with their hands folded in
prayer,

Ag the two women entered, the chil-
dven rose to their feet. At sight of
the stranger they seemed overjoyed.

“I know what you've got in that
bag,” cried one, running aeross to Mrs,
Greatheart, “Ifs buns; T know it's
buns.”

“It is,” replied Mrs. Greathoart.
“But how did you know ¥’

“We've heen praying to Jesus to
gsend us some,” eried the child. “We
are so hungry.”

“Then take the bag,” cried Mrs.
Greatheart, “for Jesus has sent me
with them to answer your prayers,”

Seizing the bag, the children started
eagerly to devour the contents, while
the mother told of her troubles. It
was a gad tale of prolonged unem-
ployment, illness, and hardship, all the
furniture having been sold to supply
their needs,

“Tve tried to find worlk myself,” she
gaid, “and could have got it this
morning if only I had had a coat.”

“A eoat?’ repeated Mrs., Greatheart,

suddenly romembering her brown
paper pareel. “Just see what I have
here,”

She opened the parcel and handed
the ecat to the poor woman. It fitted
her perfectly.

“Wonderful!” cwied Mrs. Great-
leart. “Cod sent me with this, too.”
“He surely did,” said the woman.

“Let’s kneel down and thank Him
for it,” said Mrs, Greatheart.

They knelt, all four of theni, and as
they prayed they asked thai God who
had already helped them in sueh a re-
markable way, would crown His bless-
ings by helping the husband to find
work,

At lagt they rose from their knees.
Net long afterward the doer opened
and the hushand entered, his face
radiant. They all knew why, even be-
fore he spoke, e had found work
at last.

Mrs. Greatheart hurried away.
How glad she was that she had an-
swered the c¢all to 25 Kirby Roead.
Now her only anxiety was to get back
to bed before the doctor should eall
to seec her. She suceceded; and when
at last he arrived, he couldn’t wnder-
stand why she was so mueh better.—
“Bedtime Stories,” No. 11, by Arthur
8. Maxwell, p. 55.

God knows where we live.

He knows just what we need,

He impresses His children to help
the needy.

When we are helped, let us thank
God for His loving eare.

Gop Is KIND AND FORGIVING
(Let us not take too mueh for granted

with the Juniors. Often they are
troubled about their sins. Show them
that sin separates us from God; 1
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weighs us down and makes us unhappy.
Help them to see that Jesus ls waiting
to lift the load of sin, and that the
fivst step is to believe this.)

Not Now!

“God may eare for you good Chris-
tians, but He surely does not care for
a hard old sinner like me.”

The speaker was a haggard, dirty,
diseouraged man in the slhums of a
great eity. A kind, God-fearing ecity
missionary was trying to win his soul
for Jegus and to lift him out of this
pitiful eondition.

Like the prodigal son, who in his
willfulness wandered away from his
father’s home and spent his days in
riotous living, this man had sunk
deeper and deeper into the mire of
sin. If he now really wanted to return
to a better life, the path seemed too
hard and uncertain.

Again the angel of merey pleaded
with him., But this shabby, dirty,
hungry soul just responded, “No use,
good lady! I did not want your Jesus
when T had enough to eat and many
friends. To imposs on Him now when
I am down and out just is not fair.”

“Oh, but you are putting my Jesus
on the szme level with yoursslf, and
that is not fair, either,” she tactfully
replied. “My Jesus loves at all times;
He sent me to you to invite you back
to your Father’s home.”

God’s Spirit helped that sin-
hardened soul—xnot merely because he
was destitute and needed kind friends,
but because Ie nceded Jesus, We
should not pray merely for our daily
hread and the comforts of life; we
need Jesus and the Father’s love to
be happy. We nced to know that His
love is able to forgive our every sim.
We must not wait to aceept His kind
invitation.

“Az WE Torgive!

“Iiven though a wrong is done you,
keep the love of God in the heart.”—
“Uessages to Young People,” p. 97,

(Help the Younger Ohildren—Too
often in these meectings, the youager
children who may be present, find that
the spiritnal food erib is placed too high
for them to reach, You will find a most
fitting storv entltled “Coals of Fire” in
“Bedtime Storles, No. 6. It holds the
interest of the Juniors, foo.)

“Daddy,” eried Donovan, running in
from sehool, “that boy Liomel is the
meanest fellow in the sehool”

“Hello, hello, what’s the matter
now P’ said daddy,

“Oh, he's just terribly mean. THe's
always calling me names, and every-
thing ¥ do he says is bad or stupid,
and he’s always setting the other boys
againgt me with his tales.”

“Tut, tut, tut!” said daddy. It
surely ean’t be as bad as that.”

“Yes, it is,” said Donovan, “And
what’s more, I'm not going to stand it
any longer. Big as he iy, I’'m going to
fight him tomorrow.”

“Well, that’s interesting”
daddy, smiling,

“Do you know,” said daddy, “I ean
tell you how to pay that boy back.”

satd



Veol. 25, No. 3

“Can you?’ cried Donovan, all
eagerness, “Howi”

“Would you like to put some coals
of fire on hiz head?”

“ Anything,* said Donovam,
thing.”

“Wall, I’l] get the preseription for
you, g0 you can do it.”

So¢ daddy went into his study and
brought out a book. After a litile
gearching he found the place.

“Ah, here it is,” he said. “Listen,
Donovan: ‘If thine encmy hunger,
feed him; if he thivgt, give him drink:
for in so doing thou shalt heap coals
of fire on hig head.’” Rom. 12:20,

“Aw,” said Donovan, “that’s wno
good; I’d rather fight him.”

“But,” said daddy, “this iz much
better. If you fight him, you cannot
hurt him much; but this way you
pour coals of fire on his hoad. You
will burn him all up.”

“Bplendid!” said Donovan, “Buat 1
don’t like that way of deing it.”

“Why not try it?” said daddy. “It's
worth trying, anyway.”

“I’1l see,” gaid Donovan, “I711 think
it over.”

Donovan thought it ovor, and it was
not long before something began to
happen.

Next morning, on his way to school,
who should he meet but the hated
Lionel.

“Just my Juck,” Tionel said, as he
eame up with Donovan. “Got up late
and missed my breakfast. Suppose
youw've been cating the fat of the
land.”

“No hreakfast!” said Donovan
kindly. “Poor chap! You must be
hungry. Do have my lunch right now.
Yes, I did have a good breakfast; so
you really must have my lunch,”

Lionel was as sarprised as if he had
reeeived a blow between the eyes. He
looked first at Domovan and then at
the Iunch,

“You don’t mean it,” he said,

“Any-

“Really 1 do,” said Donovan, “Deo
take it, there’s a good chap”
#Awfully good of you. Thanks”

said Liomel, taking the little parcel
snd beginning to eat. “But you will
have a bit yourself, won’f yout”

Donovan took a sandwich, and they
walked on to school together, munch-
ing in silence.

“Hot this morning,” said Lionel,
after they had gome gome distanee.
“Wish T conld get a drink somewhere.”

“A drink?? said Donovan. “Let me
see, whore ean we get one? I should
like one, too.”

“Pity we can’t got some lemonade
in that store over thers,” said Lionel.

“Tve an idea,” said Domovan. “T
have two dimes with me. What about
ity Let’s go over, shall we?”

“Well, I don’t want to take your
money,” said Lionel, “I’ll wait till we
get to the playground.”

#Q0h, no, come along with me” said
Donovan. “We'll have a glass each.
Tooks good, doesn’t it9”
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Bo . they went in, bought s glass of
lemonade each, and then hurried on to
scl00.

That evening daddy was walting at
the gate for Donovan.

““Well,” he said, “how did the fight
go? T hope you won.”

“I did,” said Donovan with a twinkle
in hig eye. “I just burned him all up.”

“Whatever do you mean?” asked
daddy.

“Why, T did what you said. I fed
him with my Junch, and T gave him a
driunk of lemonade, and—well, he sud-
denly changed. He’s been as differ-
ent as could be all day. We’ve been
like old friends all the time.”

“Splendid! Well done, Donovanl?
gatd daddy. “I hope youw'll win all
your hattles just like that”

% ¥
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These Temptations!

Topay we shall consider another re-
quest in the Lord’s prayor,—“Lead us
not into temptation, but deliver wus
from evil.”

I am going to invite you right now
to fold your hands and to close your
eyes while you softly and prayerfully
repeat thig sentemee prayer with me.
I% is a strange prayer to pray—“Lead
us not into temptation”! We must
lesrn some things about these temp-
tations.

Leaper: Coungult the referenees
given under the topie “Temptation,”
in the General Index of “Messages to
Young People,” and study the great
principles cutlined, so that the subject
is clear in your own mind, If we are
to make the way of life simple and
plain to the Juniors, we must master
these suggestions and then study to
adapt them to the Juniors’ needs.
You will want to emphasize the fol-
lowing points:

Temptation is Satan’s enticement to
gin,

Bin is always blinding and deceiv-
ing.

Hvery resisted temptation develops
eharacter,

Do not venture on Satan’s ground.

Close every door to temptation.

Temptation is no exeuse for sin.

Christ never leaves ug; we leave
Him.

Satan attacks us om our weakest
points,

SiN 1N THE HEART

“There once sailed from the ity of
Orleans a large and uoble steamer,
laden with cotton and having a great
number of passengers on board. While
they were taking in the carge, a
portion of it became slightly mois-
tened by a shower of rain that was
falling. This eiroumstance, however,
wag nof noticed ; the cotton was stowed
away in the hold and the hatches
were fastened dowm.
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# AN went well at frst, but ene day
an alarm of firc was given, and in a
few momenis the whole ship was en-
veloped in flames. The damp and
closely packed hale of cotton had be-
come heated, and it smoldered and got
into a more dangerous state every day,
until it burst forth into a large sheet
of flame, and nothing eould be done to
quench it

“Now, that heated cotton smoldering
in the hull of the vessel, is like gin in
the heart. Do not Jet us think lightly
of sin, speaking of little sing and big
sing, white leg and black lies. Sim is
sin in God’s sight, and God hates sin.”?
—%One Thousand Evangeliskic Illus-
tratigns,”

Trying NoT mo STEAL

A storekeeper said to a boy who had
been lingering long near a tempiing
display of fruit, “What are you doing?
Trying to steal one of those apples ¥’
“No,” said the boy, “trying not to!”
Sometimes we must remove the temp-
tation by removing onrselves. A mnoble
character iz developed by hard, stern
battles with self.

BARRICADING THE SO0UL

There were three of us children in
our home. After a visit to the zoolog-
iecal park where we became very en-
thusiastic over the strong feats of the
fiom, we played zvo at home one day.
My older sister volunteered to be the
lion out hunting his food. Of course,
our childish coneeption would expeét
the lion to feed on litile childrer, Our
play was to Tun for safety when we
heard the lion roar. We became 50
earnest in our play that the “lion’s”
roar filled us two girls with excite-
ment which, for my younger sister,
bordered om real fear,

‘When the pursuit was at its height,
we two girls ran for safety into an
adjoining room. Beecause the door
was not often locked, the lock re-
fused action. The lion roared louder
and Jouder. Then in earmest play and
high excitement we resorted to rolling
the heavy bed against the door so that
the wicked lom would be kept out
We snecesded, but not until our whole
weight was determinedly pushed
agamst the bed which was to serve as
& barricade.

It was an execiting game, to be sure,
but typieal of BSatan’s pursuit in
tempting us. We had to be dead in
earnest to win that game,

Outside the door the lion roared
ferociouslty, but my younger sister
whispered te me asgsuringly, “Do not
¢arg; the lion cannof get us; hs will
soon give up!”

JUNIORS® TEMPTATIONS

Discbedience to parents and feach-
ers.

Untruthfulness when caugbt in sin.

Assoeiation with evil companions,

Reading evil books.

Uncontrolled temper.

Disrespect for sacred things.
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DeLIVERANCE FrOM HEvIL

God hag promised that no tempta-
tion that comes to us will be {oo strong
for us to bear, if we look to Jesus for
help. It is for us to claim the promise
of His help, then barricade the door
and stay away from the temptation.

{ Ask the children to tell experiences
of God’s deliverance when they were
tempted. Close with prayer for defi-
nite vietories.)
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FRIDAY, MARCH 18
To the Glory of God

WE now come to the last lesson in
the studies on the Liord’s prayer. We
may well eall it the benediction of that
prayer, Let ug all repeat it rever-
ently.

“Thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen”

“TaINE Is TEE KINgDoM”

We have already studied about our
heavenly Pather as the King of the
universs, He is anxious to unite His
family in heaven and earth through
Jesus, His Son. But the most won-
derful thought of all, Juniors, is the
fact thabt soon—yes, very soon—UHis
kingdom of glory will be get up, When
Jesus returns to the earth, He comes
as King of kings. The Father, who
shares the throne with His Son, sends
Him to the earth to gather His faith-
ful subjeets.

Wuo WiLL BE READY?

Those who have yielded their hearts
to Jesug; those who have been touched
by the great love of the King and who
have helped Him in His elosing work
will be ready. How beautiful the
thaught thet the boys and girls of the
advent message now have a special
work to de for God! Can you say,
“Thine is the kingdom,” when you are
not doing anything at all for God’s
kingdom ¢

Lest some people negleet to get
ready for the kinpdom, and also fail
to get others ready, God has sent them
His last warning messages. Are you
heeding them, Juniors? Are these
messages helping you to be better boys
and girls than those Juniors who have
not heard their solemn cally Must
people point to you and say, “That
boy may attend the chureh sehool, but
he acts mueh worse around the chureh
than J ohnniy Blank whose father will
not allow him to go anywhere else than
to the publie sehoal.”
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GEEPING READY ¥oR THE KINGDOM

Prayer and Bible study will reveal
your needs to you.

The chureh schocl will help to pre-
pare youw.

The Junior Misstonary Volunteer
Society will train you for service.

ARE YoU READY?

The warning messages have been
given o that we might be getting
ready. Are you ready now? ready to
gee Jesus in the clouds of heaven?
The diseipls John gaid, ‘“Every man
that hath this hope in Him purifieth
himself, oven as He is pure.” 8o that
there may not be a Junior who has not
had every opportunity %o give his heart
tully to Jesus, I am going to ask you
again, dre you ready? Not next week
of prayer—NOW!

STARTED T00 LATE

“T am reminded of the little hoy
who ran to the train. Just as he
reached the platform, the train moved
off and left him. ¥e gtood there
panting and watching the train, now
in the digtauee, A mau said to him,
“You did not run fast enough!’

“ ran with all my might, said
the boy, ‘but I 4id not make it because
T did not start soon enough.’ *—*One
Thousand Evangelistic Illustrations.”

Gop Ts Apre'ro Save You

“Thine iz the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory”! When yom
feel unworthy of being im the Father’s
kingdom, when you do not know that
God invites you personally, remem-
ber that Jesus said, “All power is
given unto Me in heaven and in earth.
Go ye, ftherefore,”—but do mnot go
along carelessly without going fo the
place where you will get help. Do
not go in the opposite direction from
where you would expeet to find Jeaus.
Remember, keep off the enemy’s
grovnd! Go to Jesus; you will find
Him where He said He would he—
abont His Father’s business,

There is power in the messages God
iz sending to the earth in these Iast
days. They are so powerful that the
prophet declared “the earth was light-
oned with His glory.” The search-
light of God’s truth can shine imto
the darkest corner where sin is hiding,
It will warm up these cold, sinful
hearts with God’s love.

Gon’s GLOEY

Ieaven iz a beautiful place. The
sarth made new will be a happy homs,
The Bible tells us often abont the
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glory of God and His throne with the
rainbow above it, the golden streets,
the pearly gates, the jewsled founda-
tion of the Holy City. Wonderful is
the glory of God! But the greatest
glory then will shine forth in the
characters of is saved children, who
will stand by the sea of glass with
harpa in their hands singing the song
of vietory over sin. When Ellen G.
White was shown in vigion the place
God iz preparing for His people, she
said that her pen eould not describe
its glory.

ExAMINE YOURSELF

Have you settled the three most im-
portant guestions:

1. Will you be there?

2. Are you ready?

3. Will you remsain ready?

Shall we mot today earnestly ask
Jesug to show us how to be ready?

SABBATH, MARCH 19

Come Thou With Us
{Continued from page 41)

anguish of gpirit, he eried out, “0 God,
help me to decide aright!” Then he
went bounding over the line, and huxr-
ried into his father’s room, requesting,
“Father, T wish you would pray for
mel T have decided to be a Chris-
tian!” The father’s heart was filled
to overflowing with thankfaless to
God for thus leading his boy to yield
his heart to Him, and he then and
there sent up to the courts of heaven
an earnest petition that God would
help and bless his boy.

The relating of this story brought
the andience to tears. The story was
reported by one of the newspapermen
present, and appeared in the paper the
following day.

Mrs. Bradford, of Palmer, Massa-
chusetts, read the ineidemt in the
paper, and sat down and wrote the
song, “Over the Line” Qho sent the
hymn to Mr, E. H. Phelps, the editor
of the paper whieh had published the
aecount, and he set it to musie. A few
days later he handed the song to Mr.
Sankey, the noted singing evangelist,
who adapted it and had it published in
“Gospel Hymns.” In 1895 Mr, F. H,
Belden set the words to the mugic as
now given in “Christ in Song,” No. 9.
(Read it or have it sung. Close with
o direet appeal to the youth to ecome
over the line and live wholly for Jesus
Christ.)
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Our Foreign Missions

-

for missions is taken.

These pages provide interesting and helpful material for church elders
and conference workers in promoting foreign mission work, and may
be used on the second Sabbath of each month when the church offering

When the Missionary Wife Is Left
Alone

HILE her hughand was on
a trip to othor Admiralty
Islands in the little migsion

boat, Mrs. Emily Tubty was left at
the misgion to carry on. She con-
cludes that even such a life iz by mo
means a “dull one:”

“After bidding farewell to my hus-
band on the beach, I returned home,
only to find that our mew house as-
sistants were in "the midst of a
quarrel; so-my first duty was to quiet
the brawl. After o few hours, screams
came from the bathroom. A huge
shake was scem erawling mear the
bath. This visitor was soen dis-
patched,

“As the hours of the Sabhath came
on, we made our way to the church
and had a wonderful little meeting,
which wag led by one of tho native
teachers from Mussau.

“T had just got home again, and
was nieely settled in a comfortable
chair, when a voice from the rear
said, ‘Kathleen iz dead’ Kathleen
was the Matupi teachor’s c¢hild, who
had been ill for several days. I liad
vigited her only a few hours hefore.
Wo went at onee and found she wag in
eonvulgions and appeared to be breath-
ing her last. We solemnly lifted the
weak form and had a season of prayer,
the father praying most earnestly
every few minutes, To think of hot
baths seemed almost out of the ques-
tion, beecause we bad only a little
water in the tank, and that was all
the water within miles; but we had
to put our fears aside and prepare a
hot bath, minus the ice to the head.
This eased her somewhatl, and she
fell asleep.

“While we were carefully watching
her, a messenger came from the wvil-
lage, saying the chief was dying in
great agony, and asking that we help
bim. As I could not leave the child,
I sent along a teacher with fomenta-
tion tin, hot-water bag, and medi-
eines, The child had several more
severe ‘convulsions, amd then settled
down to z restless gleep until morning.

“After the messenger had gone, T
sent Tueille home with the house girls,
to sleep, On the way, they meé an-
other large snake on the road, whieh
go frightened them that they came
running back, and Tweille snagged
her foot badly, This message reached

me before Lmeille arrived, ‘Lucille
break “im leg slong im. He no good
finish, all blood he rum away’ We
soon attended to the wound, but it
took weeks for it to heal.

“Before we left the -sick child,
another messenger arrived to say that
2 man in the next village had gome
mad, and all the people were afraid
of him., And so end}e)ad thiz day of
incidents,

“After treatment and prayer the
chief recovered, and the Little girl is
well and hearty again”

Black Jewel Rescued
In a recont letter Missionary I.. 8.
Billes, superintendent of the Bantu
Miggion, South Africa, tells of the
reseue of a young man from the
clutches of evil spirits intent dpon
his destruetion:

“We had a unique experienee the
other day at a place called Louwsburg,
among the Zulu people. One young
man, named Makange Nkosi, had for
years heen a vietim of evil spirits.
They eontrolled him at times to such
an extent that he could feel hands
cloging around his throat, choking
him, In order to get relief, he would
rise up quickly and rush out imto the
veld. As a result of those manifesta-
tions, he is permanently ecrippled,
Some time ago, our church at Louws.
burg had speeial prayer for him, and
Le was completely delivered, amd
joined the hapfismal class, 1 ques-
tioned him at some length regarding
the principles of our truth, and was
gratified to find that although he is
deaf he had gained a knowledge equal
to that of the hest prepared of the

candidates I have examined, It was,-

therefore, a time of great rejolcing
when he went down into the watery
grave and was baptized with 2 group
of other candidates.”

Pioneering in Brazil

Our upon the wide stretches of
interior Brazil, Missionary A, N,
Alen and hig wife, althongh not in full
health and strength, are continaing
on past furlongh time, hecause of
their love for the people of that ve-
gion and their desire to reach them
with the message. After ealling for
a family to come to join with them,
Brother Allen writes:
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“We have made this our home, and
desire to continue i Brazil. We are
preaching in several places, have a
small sechool, are training some to be
colpoTteurs, and are treating hundreds
of gick as the months go by, Neither
of us 18 very stromg, but God has
given us a wonderful place here from
whieh to reach a large population. It
iy much like the South in the home-
land, with its mountaineers and
wealthy landowners. Thousands of
cattle are gshipped out of here every
year,

Our native believers, some of them
ot yet baptized, are going out and
holding meetings, and are winning
other families, But all this work must
be followed wup, and properly con-
firmed. We are not beginning to meet
the present needs, or to fill the ecalls
for help which are coming in. During
the pagt year I have ridden hundreds
of miles on muleback. We need gome
on¢ Who i9 younger to earry on with
us in this work.” '

A Word F'rom Ethiopia

Dr. A, R, STADIN in a recent letter
from Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, passes
on this word concerming our work
there:

“All our interior stations, except
our school in Addiz Alem, are oecu-
pied by the Ttalians. That leaves us
with the hospital and the mission sta-
tion in Addis Ababa in which to work.
We have had a fair-sized class at our
training school at Addis Alem, where
Herbert Hanson is in charge, At our
misgion station at Kabamna here in
the city we have a day school, which
has been quite a success under the
leadership of Mae Matthews, Miss
Matthews has also condueted a bap-
tismal elass. It is possible that some
will be baptized in about a wonth,

“The work here at the hospital has
been very good the last year. We
are overfilled most of the time, and
it happens not toe infrequently that
we have to turn away patients hecanse
of lack of room. We are also having
& Bible class at the hespital and hope
that a few from among the workers
will be haptized soon. A native ehap-
lain talks fo all the patients daily.
This good seed which 3s heing sown
will someday produee froit.”

Wonderful Deliverances

OvuT in Nigeria, West Africa, where
open devil worship is practiced hy
these people who long have been held
in fotters of gin and slavigh fear by
the prinee of evil, marvelous deliver-
ance and transfprmation of life ave
experienced. G. B. Nord, from Eu-
rope, relates: .

“A man heard a voice eall him twice
as he was walking along at midday.
He looked around, but couwld see mo
The voice told him to go home
Then he was

one.
and burn up his idols.
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struck on hoth sides, ovidently by
spirits possessing him, turned deaf
for about fifteen minutes, net being
able to hear a sound. The volee told
him to go and burn what he had in
the hox. He did not know that any
one on earth kmew of his box, or
what he had in it; but he obeyed the
voiee, and went home and fook his
wife and children to the Seventh-day
Adventist church. He burned all his
idols and medicines and joined the
Sabbath school.

“A  pumber of young men who
wanted to be Chrigtians and join our
church were beaten thirty to forty
times on their backs and were given
only half their usual amount of Food,
One was chained and locked in a
room for coming to the Sabbath
schoal, but ail steod firm. There are
now 112 Sabbath school mentbers and
thirty-nine in the baptismal elass, and
some are ready for baptism. Not
long before, a number of these peo-
ple were cannibals.

“QOne man nearly a hundred years
old who had a wide influence, but
who was almost blind, had reeeived
his sight, and hurned his aix jujus
and many idels. In another distriet
with five churches and six smaller
companies, thirty-nine idols and jojus
have been burned during the last
year. Fifty-four people were pre-
gonted for baptism, and nearly eighty
per cent of the folk in this village
are now Sahbathkeeperas.

“One young man who came to us
four years ago, told us that the chief
in the place where he was working
had made a law that no other god
than their juju should be worshiped,
and that no one was to open the door
to a Seventh-day Adventist, for they
had a streng medicine that drew the
people to them, In spite of this
pressure seven finally made a start,
and now there are 130 Babbathkeepers
at this place, Many have burned their
idols, and seme ave ready fer baptism.

“In still another distriet we were
told that every Sabbath new members
ecame in from various plaeces. Ten
idels had been burned during the yearx,
and the Sabbath scheel membership
had inereased from 240 to 340. A
large number were in the baptismal
classes, Though some of them are too
poor to buy & Bible, they have built
geveral prayer houses” Ome wman to
whose heart God had spoken, came
to our church and burned six jujus;
and a witeh doctor whe was selling
charmg went to our evangelist and was
fully eonverfed. Another juju priest
was convinced of the truth through a
dream. He has now joined the chureh,
and having had a strong influence
has brought many into the church
throngh his earnest testimony.

“A woman who had many ju-jus was
converted and now testifies far and
near to the power of Jesus Christ. She
has burned her idels and brings her
childrenr and others te the echureh.
Many poasessed of evil spirits eome to
have them cast out. I received a pair

The Church Officers’ Gazette

of bells given to the teacher hy one
who used to call the evil spirits by
the sound of these bells. Now he
tumed them over to me, Thig man is
an earnest Sabbathkeeper,

“On  Sabbath, abeut five or six
thousand worshipers gathered in the
large palm-roofed tabernacle put up
for the oceasion and for the yearly
camp meeting. What a wonderful
Sabbath, in the presence of God and
all those hungry soulst The follow-
ing day, after we examined the bap-
tismal ocandidates, the vast audience
marched down to the clear, running
stroam, where 228 precious souls were
buried with Christ in baptism. It was
gaid among the heathen: ‘The Lord
hath dome -great things for them.
Indeed, ‘“the Lord hath done great
things for us; whereof we ave glad.'"
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Alive Though Chopped Up

‘WHA? a butcher’s knife did to a
two-cdged sword down in the Colom-
bia-Venezuela Union, is told hy L. V,
Finster, as it was told to him:

“‘One day a young man vigited a
barbershop near by and talked with
the barber about present truth. I
waa such a stanch Cathelic that 1
felt I must save the man from being
deceived, but after several talks with
the young man I beeame interested
in what he was teaching. TLater he
gave me a part of the Bible to vead,
However, when I took it home my
wife was so enraged that I would
permit the Bible to be in owr home,
that she took a knife and cut it all
to pieces.’ ‘Yes, added the narrator's
wife, T was fearful that he would be
led astray by that awful book.’

“Little by ltile the truth entered
their home, and what changes have
been wyonght. They gave up drink,
and put the images out of the house.
Today the man is onc of the elders

March, 1938

of our chureh, and his wife iz a dea-
coness, They sent their son to
our school in Costa Rica, and now
he is one of our promising young
evangelisty. Thetead of destroying the
Bihle, they ave doing wmuch to aid
in 8 circulation among the peopls
Do misgions pay?”

Manchurian Colportenr
Evangelists

A REPoRT from the superintendent
of the Manchurian Union, N. F.
Brewer, tells how earnestly our eol-
porteurs {here are at work reaching
homes with truth-filled literatuve:

“Our colporteur evangelisis have
caught the real vision of evangelism,
Their goal ig to place eur truth-filled
literature in the Eands of every road-
ing person in this unionm, A goal has
been set for subseriptions to the Signs
for every eounty and fox every small
village in the eomnty. The territery
is being thoroughly and conscien-
tiously worked. Nearly our entire
force iz on bicyeles, which enables
them to go to every small village at
a minimum travel expense, and at a
great saving in time. Four workers
procured 2,242 paid Signs suhserip-
tions last year, besides distributing
other literature.

“Forty faithful eslpertenrs came to
our union institute. It was thrilling
to hear them relate their experiences.
A number of them had been in prison,
some for a few days, others for three
weeks, but the Lovd had delivered
them, and they were back at their
work. We ave thankful to the Lord
tor His protection over His work and
workers.”

Another Answer to the Old
Question

MissioNary W. J. NEWMAN was a
new man to enter Nigeria, West Af-
rica, He had come to help at the Aba
Miggion. He says it puesled the be-
lievers, knowing he was a newcomer,
when he gave his name as Newman.
Then he goes on to say:

“My greatest impression, -which
grows stromger every day, is of the
noed of comsecrated workers fo fill
the many urgent cally that are com-
ing in almost daily. If there was a
Macedonian eall, there i3 a greater
Nigerian call. During my few weeks
in this land I have been constantly
reminded in different ways of the de-
gire of these folk to know more of
God’s message; and yet, I am fold,
only one in many of these nrgent calls
is answered. Miles away in the ‘bush’
eolporteurs have raised up groups of
believers, but there are none to shep-
herd them, “The harvest truly 1s
great, but the lahorers are few.’

“Do not only pray and give, but
answer the Nigerian call, ‘Come over
and, help us.’”

Mission Boarp.
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