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When Jesus Yielded Up His Life 

T
HEREFORE doth My Father 
love Me, because I lay down 
My life, that I might take it 

. again. No man taketh it from 
Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I 
have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it again. This com-
mandment have I received of My 
Father." John 10:17, 18. 

This statement, this prophecy, ut-
tered some time before Jesus in Geth-
semane took the cup which, before 
the world began, He had promised to 
drink in redeeming a lost world, 
should sin enter, contains a deep and 
vital truth. No man was to take His 
life. And no man did take it. Though 
the cruel Roman spear was thrust into 
the side of the Son of man, the Son 
of God, this act did not take His life. 
He had already bowed His head in 
death, with the despairing cry: "My 
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
Me?" Voluntarily He gave back unto 
His father, the Author of His life, 
the life given Him. These were His 
words, "Father, into Thy hands I 
commend My spirit [My life]: and 
having said thus He gave up the 
ghost." Luke 23:46. 

Heaven Wondered in Amazement 

All heaven wondered whether, in 
this awful crisis, the beloved and 
only-begotten Son of God would lay 
down that precious life in behalf of 
such an ungrateful raco of sinners. 
Thrice He had prayed that this ter-
rible cup might pass from Him; 
thrice He added, "Nevertheless not 
My will, but Thine, be done." Our 
salvation that hour was forever to be 
settled by the decision He should 
make. To His praise and everlasting 
glory, He took the cup and drained 
its most bitter dregs—realizing the 
possibility of His forever being sepa- 

rated from His Father's presence—
that we might live with Him. "Hav-
ing loved His own which were in the 
world, He loved them unto the end." 
John 13:1. 

"Satan with his 'fierce temptations 
wrung the heart of Jesus. The Sav-
iour could not see through the portals 
of the tomb. Hope did not present 
to Him His coming forth from the 
grave a conqueror, or tell Him of the 
Father's acceptance of the sacrifice. 
He feared that sin was so offensive 
to God, that their separation was to 
be eternal. Christ felt the anguish 
which the sinner will feel when mercy 
shall no longer plead for the guilty 
race. It was the sense of sin, bring-
ing the Father's wrath upon Him as 
man's substitute, that made the cup 
He drank so bitter, and broke the 
heart of the Son of God. 

"With amazement angels witnessed 
the Saviour's despairing agony. The 
hosts of heaven veiled their faces 
from the fearful sight. Inanimate 
nature expressed sympathy with its 
insulted and dying Author. The sun 
refused to look upon the awful scene. 
Its full, bright rays were illuminating 
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Were All the Tithe Brought In 
Ir the tithe were in the storehouse 

That belougeth to the King ; 
If all who share God's bounties, 

All their tithe would quickly bring ; 
Heaven's windows wide would open 

At the word of His command, 
And blessings would be poured out 

Which would overflow the land. 

If all the tithes were in the storehouse, 
It would not be very long 

Till the weary hearts now crying 
Would be shouting Zion's song. 

The "thirsty land" would then rejoice, 
And waiting isles would sing ; 

If all the tithes were brought 
That belong unto the King. 

Darkened hearts would soon be lightened 
With God's message from above, 

And thousands now in heathen lands 
Would rejoice in heaven's love. 

Come, ye stewards; haste ;get ready! 
All your tithes and offerings bring, 

Soon you'll answer, as a steward, 
To your soon-returning King. 

—Author unknown. 

the earth at midday, when suddenly 
it seemed to be blotted out. Com-
plete darkness, like a funeral pall, 
enveloped the cross. . . . This dark-
ness . . . was as deep as midnight 
without moon or stars. It was a 
miraculous testimony given by God 
[the Father] that the faith of after-
generations might be confirmed. 

"In that thick darkness God's pres-
ence was hidden. . . . God and His 
holy angels were beside the Cross. 

The Father was with His Son. Yet 
His presence was not revealed. Had 
His glory flashed forth from the 
cloud, every human beholder would 
have been destroyed."—"The Desire 
of Ages," p. 753. 

And did Jesus in that last hour 
know His Father was beside Him? 

"In that dreadful hour Christ was 
not to be comforted with the Fa-
ther's presence. He trod the wine 
press alone."—Ibid. 

Thus Jesus' words were confirmed 
that power was given Him by His 
Father to lay down His life. 

When Jesus Took Up His Life 

Regarding the manifestation of the 
power, likewise given Him of His Fa-
ther, by which He was again to take 
up His life, we are not left in doubt. 
Are the Scriptures silent regarding 
the manner of the resurrection of 
Jesus, at that hour when, through 
the power given Him of His Father, 
the Son of man, the Son of God, was 
to take up His life again? 

"Behold, there was a great earth-
quake: for the angel of the Lord de-
scended from heaven, and came and 
rolled back the stone from the door 
[of the sepulcher], and sat upon it. 
His countenance was like lightning, 
and his raiment white as snow." 
Matt. 28:2, 3. 

With reference to this text we find 
in "The Desire of Ages," pages 779, 
780, these words: 
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"Now, priests and rulers, where is 
the power of your guard I—Brave 
soldiers that have never been afraid 
of human power, are now as captives 
taken without sword or spear. The 
face they look upon is not the face 
of mortal warrior; it is the face of 
the mightiest of the Lord's host. This 
messenger is ho who fills the position 
from which Satan fell. It is he who 
on the hills of Bethlehem proclaimed 
Christ's birth. The earth trembles at 
his approach, the hosts of darkness 
flee, and as he rolls away the stone, 
heaven seems to come down to the 
earth. The soldiers see him removing 
the stone as he would a pebble, and 
hear him cry, Son of God, come forth; 
Thy Father calls Thee. They see 
Jesus come forth from the grave, and 
hear Him proclaim over the rent 
sepulcher, 	am the resurrection and 
the life.'" 

Thus it was that Jesus, by the 
power given Him of His Father, took 
up the life which on Calvary He had 
laid down—that life which He had 
committed into His Father's hands. 

Whom God lath Raised Up 
That God the Father brought to 

life His only-begotten Son is con-
firmed by many texts. Here are a 
few: 

"Him, being delivered by the de-
terminate counsel and foreknowledge 
of God, ye have taken, and by wicked 
hands have crucified and slain: whom 
God hath raised up, having loosed 
the pains of death: because it was not 
possible that He should be holden of 
it." Acts 2:23, 24. 

"That if thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised Him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved." Rom. 10:9. 

"God hath both raised up the Lord, 
and will also raise up us by His own 
power." 1 Cor. 6:14. 

"Paul, an apostle, (not of men, 
neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, 
and God the Father, who raised Him 
from the dead)." Sal. 1:1. 

"What is the exceeding greatness 
of His power to usward who believe, 
according to the working of His 
mighty power, which He wrought in 
Christ, when He raised Him from the 
dead, and set Him at His own right 
hand in the heavenly places." Eph. 
1:19, 20. 

With this Scriptural testimony be-
fore us, it would seem clear that one 
would not be justified in reading into 
the text in which Jesus stated He had 
power to lay down His life and He 
had power to take it again, that He 
intended to convey the thought in 
these words that apart and separate 
from His Father He would do this. 
The very words, "This commandment 
have I received of My Father," would  

indicate that together in unison they 
would do this. "I and My Father 
are one," is Jesus' word again and 
again repeated in different ways 
throughout His life of ministry. To-
gether the Father and the Son 
wrought in the creation of our world; 
together they wrought in those few 
crucial hours at Calvary and Joseph's 
new tomb, in sealing for eternity "the 
compact made before the foundations 
of the world were laid. Glorious 
truth for us that the Son withheld 
not Himself from death, and that the 
Father did not fail in calling forth 
His Son from the grave. "If Christ 
be not raised," writes Paul, "your 
faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 
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Then they also which are fallen 
asleep in Christ are perished." 1 
Cor. 15:17, 18. 

stg 
The Church Without a Pastor—

May It Prosper and Grow? 
Tnis has become a vital question, 

and is causing considerable study, 
especially in the larger conferences in 
which there are many churches and 
it is possible to supply only a few 
with a pastor. In our conference it 
has been fully demonstrated in sev-
eral places that the church can grow 
and prosper under the leadership of 
the local elder. 

In one church the elder conducted 
several outside interests, and he is a 
busy man, being the manager of a 
branch power company. These meet-
ings increased in interest until a com-
pany was ready for baptism; and as 
a result of this elder's work, the mem-
bership increased during the year 
from fifty-eight to eighty-three. There 
was also an increase in tithes and of-
ferings of over $300. This same elder 
is now calling for a minister to come  

and baptize another class he has 
ready. 

In another church the local elder 
furnished the money for the church 
building. He then made a systematic 
canvass of every home in the place 
with Present Truth, and held Bible 
studies. As a result of his work, two 
families accepted the truth. Then a 
tent effort was held there, and the 
membership increased from eighteen 
to thirty-nine, and there was also an 
increase in tithes and offerings. 

Another elder who has given faith. 
ful service for twelve years in a 
large church, was recently placed in 
charge of two smaller churches, and 
he is doing excellent work. 

In another church the treasurer, 
having a burden for soul winning, in 
his work as traveling salesman in a 
near-by territory left tracts, papers, 
and small books with his customers, 
and in this way he was instrumental 
in bringing one family into the truth 
and interesting many others. At 
times he has carried the burden of 
the church in all lines of work, and 
it has prospered in membership, 
tithes, and offerings. 

There are many today who, if qual-
ified by study and prayer, filled with 
the Holy Spirit, and fired with holy 
zeal, could take the leadership as 
elders in our churches, and lead the 
members into a great soul-winning 
campaign.—A Conference President. 
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CHRISTIAN HOME DAY 
Suggestive Program for Sabbath 

Service, February 4 
OPENING SONG: "Home of the Soul," 

No. 919 in "Christ in Song." 
SCRIPTURE: Mal. 3:1-6; 4:5, 6. (Or 

Christian Home Bible Study.) 
PRAYER. 
RECITATION: "Are All the Chil-

dren In?" 
SONG: "Lead Them to Thee," No. 70 

in "Christ in Song." 
READING: "Family Worship," by A. 

W. Spalding. 
SPECIAL MUSIC: "The Love That 

Binds." 
READING (OR TALK): "A Parable of 

a Garden." 
ANNOUNCEMENT, HOME COMMISSION 

OFFER: "Sacred Responsibilities." 
OFFERING FOR LOCAL MISSIONARY 

WORK. 
CLOSING SONG: "Home, Sweet Home," 

No. 737 in "Christ in Song." 
BENEDICTION. 

Note to Leaders 
Again we are glad for the privi-

lege of bringing before our dear 
brethren and sisters the importance 
of Christian homes in which to train 
our children. No one can cast off the 
responsibility of parenthood as a light 
and trifling thing and still escape 
the wrath of the Lord. The indiffer-
ence of parents is the greatest sin of 
today, and is directly responsible for 
the flood of crime which is sweeping 
over the earth. Someday the fathers 
and mothers will find that there is no 

Family Worship 
BY A. W. SPALDING 

Secretary, Home Commission 

rr
HE center of all religious 
teaching in the home is the 
institution of family prayers, 

or family worship, or, in the figura-
tive term that is often used, the fam- 
ily altar. 

From the very earliest times this 
form of communion with God has 
been practiced by the worshipers of 
the true God. When Adam and Eve 
sinned and were thrust out of the 
Garden of Eden, the plan of salva-
tion was immediately put into opera-
tion by God, and the fallen race were 
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exception to the rule that what the 
parent sows and what he allows to be 
sown in the fallow ground of the 
child's mind and heart, he will reap 
within a few years in a harvest either 
of crime or of righteousness and serv-
ice. Let parents not wait until it 
is too late. Study as well as prayer 
and diligent effort is required. The 
Home Commission of the General 
Conference holds out a helping hand 
to all parents, and- there should be 
cooperation to the fullest extent in 
making every Seventh-day Adventist 
home a Christian home. 

GEN. CONF. HOME MISS. DEPT.  

bidden to look to Him who was to be 
their Redeemer. The symbol of the 
sacrificial lamb was instituted to 
point forward to the Sin Bearer; and 
at the gate of Eden the smoke of the 
sacrifice ascended, with the prayers 
of the lost, but not forsaken, family 
of man. 

The office of priest, as well as of 
chief, in ancient times belonged to the 
head of the family. It was the fa-
ther's, or patriarch's, duty and privi-
lege not only to govern his children, 
even when they were grown, and to 
direct them in all social and civil 
matters, but also to mediate between 
them and God, to teach them the ways 
of righteousness, and to bring to them 
the favor of the heavenly Father. 
This was his priestly work. 

Why did God give to the father 
this work? Because, first of all, to 
the little child his parents stand in 
the place of God. The child in his 
infancy cannot know God; those who 
represent, in his limited comprehen-
sion, all power and all goodness, are 
his father and mother. To them, 
therefore, belongs the opportunity 
gradually to lead the child to "a 
knowledge of God. The father and 

Home—The Father's Kingdom, the Mother's World, and the Children's Paradise 
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the mother, if they live the life God 
intends them to live, will always hart 
an experience in the things of God 
surpassing the child's ' experience. 
Therefore, the parents are fitted to 
stand as guides and, mediators be-
tween theirchildreii and God. To the 
father, as head of `the'family, belongs 
primarily this office of Priest, but to 
the mother also, and especially to her 
when the father fails. 

While in later generations the office 
of priest or minister has by God Him-
self been bestowed upon a special 
consecrated class in His church, noth-
ing can take away from the father 
and the mother their primary interest 
in this religious training of the child. 

"In a sense the father is the priest 
of the household, laying upon the fam-
ily altar the morning and evening sac-
rifice., But the wife and children 
should unite in prayer, and join in the 
song of praise. In the morning be-
fore he leaves home for his daily 
labor, let the father gather his chil-
dren about him, and bowing before 
God, commit them to the care of the 
Father in heaven. When the cares of 
the day are past, let the family unite 
in offering grateful prayer, and rais-
ing the song of praise, in acknowl-
edgment of divine care during the 
day."—"Mtnistry of Healing," pp. 392, 
393. 

What Constitutes Family Worship 
Rightly conceived and rightly con-

ducted, the exercise of family worship 
is a period of instruction appropriate 
to the age of the participants, and of 
a spiritual culture which fixes the 
habit of reverence and faith. 

That there must be religious in-
struction of children by Christian 
parents, cannot be denied. That this 
instruction should include a progres-
sive knowledge of God and His rela-
tions to men, of the proper mode of 
approaching Him in prayer, of the 
means of learning His will for us 
through His inspired word, the Bible, 
is admitted by all Christians. That 
to be effective this instruction must 
be regular and systematic is self-
evident to every intelligent person. 
Given these factors, we have family 
worship. However conducted, what-
ever the minutiae of its program, 
such religious instruction constitutes 
family worship. And Christian par-
ents will see to it that the institution 
of family worship is established and  

Maintained in their homes, 'else the 
knowledge and 'practice of religion 
will die out of those homes. 

"If ever there was a time when 
every house should be a house of 
prayer, it is new. Infidelity and 
skepticism prevail. Iniquity abounds. 
Corruption flows in the vital currents 
of the soul, and rebellion against God 
breaks out in the life. Enslaved by 
sin, the moral powers are under the 
tyranny of Satan. The soul is made 
the sport of his temptations; and' un-
less some mighty arm is stretched out 
to rescue him, man goes where the 
arehrebel leads the way. 

"And yet, in this tithe of fearful 
peril, some who profess to be Chris-
tians have no family worship. They 
do not honor God in the home; they 
do not teach their children to love 
and fear Him. Many have separated 
themselves so far from Him that they 
feel under condemnation in approach-
ing Him. They cannot 'come boldly 
unto the throne of grace,' `lifting up 
holy hands, without wrath and doubt-
ing.' Heb. 4:16; 1 Tim. 2:8. They 
have not a living connection with 
God. Theirs is a form of godliness 
without the power.. .  

93y sincere, earnest prayer parents 
should make a hedge about their chil-
dren. They should pray with full 
faith that God will abide with them, 
and that holy angels will guard them 
and their children from Satan's cruel 
power,"—"Testimonies," Vol. VII, pp. 
42, 43. 

Causes of Neglect 
The causes of. neglect of family 

worship in nominally Christian fam-
ilies are commonly one or more of 
these three: Lack of time, lack of 
interest, consciousness of unforgiven 
sins. Think it over, and see if that 
is not so. 

Take the first-mentioned cause. 
The practice is carried on for a time 
of having family worship at a given 
hour. But there comes a morning 
when the family oversleeps. The fa-
ther must rush to get to work, the 
mother is hurried and worried, the 
children must be prepared and rushed 
off to school. Time must be saved 
somewhere. Breakfast must be eaten, 
for we cannot go without eating, even 
though hastily. And we say, "Well, 
we are sorry, but we shall have no 
time for prayer this morning." And 
we let it go. 

We do not intend to do it again, 
but a few mornings later the same 
thing occurs. The children become 
accustomed to omission of the wor-
ship, and are likely to dillydally until 
breakfast time; and father and 
mother, with some feeling of guilt, 
lose more aid more the habit of fam-
ily worship. 

Take the second cause. The man-
ner in which family worship is often 
conducted is this: the family drift to-
gether, perhaps with repeated calls to 
some negligent member of the fam-
ily; the father or mother opens the 
Bible, reads a chapter anywhere, with-
out previous reflection or thought of 
its appropriateness or comprehensi-
bility; then the family kneel in 
prayer, and perhaps the father prays 
the same prayer every day, varying 
his phrases a little for shame of rep-
etition, but yet showing that he is 
not really seeking God. The prayer 
ended, the members rise, and without 
ceremony wend their several ways to 
their work. That sort of empty cere-
mony will soon kill all interest in 
family worship. It is, indeed, a 
greater cause than the first why fam-
ily worship is being lost out of the 
homes, and it is contributpry to the 
first cause. 

Take the third cause. How many 
and many a father and mother have 
not the close relation with their heav-
enly Father that makes them certain 
of His favor! Perhaps we cherish 
some sin, some indulgence, because we 
do not want to give it up; and it con-
demns us. Perhaps we feel too guilty 
because of known sins, and fear to 
come to God for forgiveness. Per-
haps we have stumbled and failed so 
many times that we are discouraged. 
In such a condition, how can we ap-
proach God with our children in wor-
ship and make it more than a mum- 
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mery, a heathenish performance, in 
which we neither take any interest 
nor have any faith? This cause, I am 
persuaded, is the chief of all, and is 
contributory to both the second and 
the first cause. 

Remedies 
What arc the remedies? for cer-

tainly we cannot allow such causes 
to stand between us and God, between 
us and our duty to our children, 

Take the last first. The remedy 
for the condemnation under which we 
are crushed is to come to Christ and 
receive His forgiveness. We must be-
lieve His promises: "Come unto Me, 
all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest." Matt. 11: 
28. "Him that comet], to Me I will 
in nowise cast out John 6:37. "If 
we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness." 1 John 1:9. Every night 
know that your sins are forgiven; 
every morning rise with the joy of a 
free soul. And then that joy will 
be manifest in the home, and the 
greatest cause of the neglect of fam-
ily worship will be removed. 

Take the second. The way to rem-
edy the lack of interest is to put 
brains into your religious exercise 
and teaching. It takes sonic effort, 
some planning, to make the service 
interesting, but it is worth it. 

Take the first. The remedy for 
lack of time is system. It is not 
that we lack time, but that we do not 
plan, and use our time aright. Lack 
of system in homes is responsible for 
more ills than ally other lack. 

But besides .the causes for neglect 
of family worship which are cited 
above, there is very frequently the 
difficulty that not both parents are 
Christians, and the one who is not 
-a Christian is at best indifferent, at 
worst opposed, to having family wor-
ship in the home. Generally it is 
the father who is not a Christian, and 
the mother sometimes has a very diffi-
cult time to train her children in the 
ways of God. 

A Vital Question 
The question which confronts the 

faithful mother or father is, What 
shall I do when my companion, the 
father or the mother of our children, 
refuses to have family worship in 
the home?,  

First, pray. Mightier things are  

accomplished by prayer—earnest, per-
sistent prayer—than can be accom-
plished by any other influence. ,"Let 
mothers come to Jesus with their per-
plexities. They will find grace suf-
ficient to aid them in the care of 
their Children. The gates are open 
for every mother who would lay her 
burdens at the Saviour's feet. He 
who said, 'Suffer the little children 
to come unto Me, and forbid them 
not,' still invites mothers to bring 
their little ones to be blessed by 
Him."—"Ministry of Healing," p. 42. 

And then go forward and hold 
family worship with your children. 
You may teach them the way to 
Christ even while your heart is bur-
dened with the sorrow of your hus-
band's failure. It is altogether pos-
sible that the husband and father 
may be won to God by your faith-
fulness. Let me tell you the story 
a man told me about himself: 

How Our Father Was Won 

Father was not a Christian; 
mother became one. She determined 
to hold family worship with the 
children. Father left the house, 
night after night, whenever mother 
took the Book. But one evening he 
said to himself, "What's the sense of 
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Are All the Children In? 
ARE all the children in? The night is 

falling, 
And storm clouds gather in the threat- 

ening west; 
The lowing cattle seek a friendly shelter, 

The bird hies to her nest; 
The thunder crashes ; wilder grows the 

tempest, 
And darkness settles o'er the fearful 

din ; 
Come, shut the door, and gather round 

the hearthstone: 
Are all the children in? 

Are all the children in? The night is 
falling, 

When gilded sin cloth walk about the 
streets. 

Oh, "at the last it hiteth like a serpent" ! 
Poisoned are stolen sweets. 

0 mothers, guard the feet of inex- 
perience. 

Too prone to wander in the paths of 
sin! 

Oh, shut the door of love against tempta- 
tion ! 

Are all the children in? 

Are all the children in? The night is 
falling 	, 

The night of death is hastening on 
apace; 

The Lord Is calling, "Enter thou thy 
chamber, 

And tarry there a space." 
And when He comes, the King in all His 

glory. 
Who died the shameful death our 

hearts to win. 
O may the gates of heaven shut about 

us! 
With all the children in! 

—Elizabeth Rosser.  

my going off just because mother 
wants to play this fool game every 
night? It's my house. I'll stay here 
and read the paper." So he buried 
himself behind his newspaper, while 
mother gathered the children to her 
knee, read a Bible story, and then 
with them knelt down and prayed. 

He paid no attention until his boy 
began to pray a simple, short prayer 
that ended with these words: "Bless 
papa, and help Min to know the 
truth, and to keep the Sabbath. For 
Jesus' sake. Amen." Father got up 
and tiptoed to the door, but he had 
not closed it behind him before he 
heard his baby girl lisp: "An' blesg 
papa, an' help him keep de troof." 

He wandered around outdoors until 
bedtime. The next day his mind was 
even more disturbed. At worship 
that evening he laid down his paper 
and listened; and when it came to 
his boy's prayer, that father slipped 
to his knees for the first time in his 
life; but he was up before they saw 
him. The next day was Sabbath, and 
his chores done, father put on his best 
clothes, and to his wife's inquiry he 
replied: "Why, mother, I thought I'd 
go to Sabbath school with you, if you 
don't mind." She didn't mind. For 
years thereafter that man held impor-
tant positions and did a great work 
for God until age retired him. And 
he told me this story himself. 

All Honor' to Faithful Mothers 

Many a man owes his whole Chris-
tian experience primarily to the faith-
fulness of his mother in teaching him 
and praying with him, in the face of 
his father's indifference or opposition. 
How many times have I heard one 
who has borne the heaviest burdens, 
and longest, in our own church work, 
tell how, though his father never ac-
cepted the faith, and opposed his 
continuing in it, yet his mother, 
morning by morning and night by 
night, read with him the Bible, and 
knelt at his bedside to pray with him. 
To that faithful mother's courage and 
labor, how many thousands today owe 
their salvation and their joy, because 
of the ministry of that son! 

But let the mother's daily life and 
conduct be in accordance with her 
prayers. The patience, the forbear-
ance, the cheer, and the courage that 
belong to the Christian will give evi-
dence of the influence of true religion 
upon her own life. With such an 

Home—"A Little Bit of Heaven to Go to Heaven In" 
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experience, the impressions made by 
her Bible study and prayer with her 
children will make an indelible im- 
print upon their minds, to which their 
afterlife will testify. 

A Parable of a Garden 
BY AGNES LEWIS CAYINESS 

ONCE upon a time a man planted 
a garden with fine seeds, and when 
he saw them coming up he was glad, 
and his neighbors rejoiced with him. 
"these are the finest seeds I could 
procure, and this is fine soil. I shall 
have a wonderful harvest,' he said. 
"When it is well grown I shall water 
it and weed it and care for it as a 
fine garden should be cared for." 
And so he went away and left his 
garden to grow of itself. 

Now the seeds were vigorous, and 
the soil was rich and good. The sun 
shone down hot upon it, and the rain 
came in abundance, so that the seeds 
swelled and sent forth shoots, and in 
a little while were above ground. 

The man saw this with pride, and 
rejoiced within himself and to his 
wife. He noted that the seeds in 
his neighbor's garden over the way 
had not done half so well. This, he 
told himself, was because he had such 
a fine stock for his beginning, and 
because the soil and growing condi-
tions were so superior in his garden. 
And so, having rejoiced within him-
self, the man went away again and 
left his garden to itself. And the 
sun shone, and rains came, and the 
garden grew and grew, and the man 
was well content. Always the plants 
grew bigger and greener, and the 
man more and more content. 

Now after some days, the man no-
ticed that there were many small fine 
weeds about his plants; but they were 
very small weeds and they surely 
could do no harm. "When plants are  

so vigorous as these of mine, a few 
small weeds cannot hurt them," he 
said 'to himself. "When soil is so 
rich and fine as this, of necessity 
weeds must spring up. It could not 
be otherwise. But in time they will 
die of themselves, and the platits will 
live on sturdily.- Such good sun and 
rain must surely produce a good gar- - 
den. in spite of the small weeds that 
intrude for a time!" And the man 
went away again to his office and to 
the other men who also had gardens 
at home and had left their gardens 
to grow alone. 

And so time went on. The plants 
grew bigger and bigger, and the 
weeds grew bigger. But of course 
the weeds would soon die out and 
the plants live on alone. 

Once the wife mentioned the fact 
that they should perhaps rid the gar-
den of weeds, and her husband as-
sured her that all gardens have weeds 
in the beginning, but that really 
good soil and the sunshine on plants 
from vigorous seeds always produce 
a fine yield, and so there was nothing 
to bo anxious about. And the woman, 
having a great house and many 
friends and many charities to look 
after, was glad to believe that all was 
well, and worried no more about the 
weeds in the garden. And the gar-
den continued to grow by itself. 

Now the weeds, seeing that nobody 
bothered about them, decided that 
this was a good place to grow. So 
they sent down their roots deeper 
and deeper and their branches far-
ther and farther. And the plants 
began to feel their roots crowded by 
the weeds, so that they did not grow 
so well. Still they did not give up, 
but went on growing as best they 
could by themselves. 

0.00000004=SX=.0cXX=XX,00.=*50,  

The Love That Binds 
(Tune : "Blest Be the Tie That Binds," 

No. 416 is "Christ in Song") 
Musa' be the love that binds 
Our hearts with mother's love ; 
Often we go to mother's room 
To learn of God and pray. 
She shares our many woes, 
Our many burdens bears ; 
Our hopes, our fears, our aims she 

knows, 
She comforts and she cares. 
IIer sympathizing tear 
leor each of us is shed 
Whene'er our feet forbidden stray 
In paths so dark and drear. 
May we remember true 
The one God gayest us 
To cheer and help us bear our load, 
With Christ as friend and guide. 

—Bloda E. Bailey. 

Now it happened that the man at 
the close of a day, weary and per- 
plexed by many worries, heard two 
men talking of a garden. They were 
saying what a shame it was that 
such fine seeds had been used in such 
fine soil and no efforts were made 
to keep out the weeds. The one told 
the other that he had never seen such 
fine seeds as were sowed, and com-
mented on how well they had grown 
at first. "But," the second told the 
first, "surely, unless something is done 
soon, the harvest will be only of 
weeder' 

And the man whose garden it was 
went home startled. He went to his 
garden, and in truth the weeds had 
grown beyond all belief. He went to 
his wife and called her to see. He 
asked her if she had not noticed the 
phenomenal growth of weeds, and 
why she had done nothing about it. 
She had nothing to do at home all 
day; why had she so neglected their 
possessions? 

Now the wife had seen the devas-
tation and had called his attention 
to it, but he had been sure there 
was nothing to be alarmed about. 
And since the earth was grubby and 
the sun hot, she had been glad to 
agree with him. However, she thought 
now that he should do something 
about' the weeds; only she was sure 
the method should be one of culti-
vating the plants and ignoring the 
weeds. Surely that would be the 
way. They might have begun imme-
diately, but they were so interested 
in the ways and means that the day 
was gone and the weeds grew on un-
molested. 

On another day the wife did begin 
to water and nourish the plants with 
much energy for a few moments. 
But the sun shone on all verdure 
richly, and the water she gave the 
plants strengthened also the weeds. 
And, anyway, she had many other in-
terests; so the garden was forgotten 
and grew on alone. 

And then the man, coming home, 
chanced suddenly to see his garden 
as it had been that of another man, 
and the weeds suddenly looked tre-
mendous and the plants fairly choked 
among them. So the man was ap-
palled and ran shouting to his garden, 
calling his wife as he ran. He took 
great heavy tools and laid about 
him right and left because the great- 

Home=A World of &life Shut Out and a World of Love Shut In 
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ness of the weeds was a rebuke to 
him and shamed him before his 
neighbors. He was bound they must 
be done away with immediately, that 
they 'should shame him no more. So 
he worked and shouted at the weeds 
until he was exhausted. Then he 
slept content that now his garden 
was safe. And again the garden was 
left alone to grow, for the man was 
dreadfully occupied with many other 
things at this time. Anyway he was 
at peace, for had he not struck out 
mightily against the weeds, and were 
they not all destroyed? 

The wife also was much absorbed. 
She did see the garden at times, and 
questioned greatly if the method had 
been the best. It had not been her 
way, at least. Anyway, it would 
probably all come out well. At least 
it was not her fault if it did not. 
She had often made herself weary 
watering it. She could not help if 
the weeds also grew. 

The summer days began to shorten, 
and' the time of harvest drew on. At 
different times and by different meth-
ods had the man and woman sought 
to better their garden, for they could 
well see that while many small weeds 
had been destroyed, some others had 
grown to shocking proportions and 
were indeed become so stocky that 
there was no getting rid of them 
now. So they contented themselves 
with working around these and culti-
vating such of the plants as remained 
to them to cherish. It was impossible 
to ignore the weeds any longer, and 
they still disagreed over the method; 
.7o the man and his mato were forced 
to acknowledge to each other that 
there was scant hope for the harvest 
to which they had fondly looked for-
ward. So they fell to blaming each 
other more and more, and ceased to 
try to work greatly in the garden. 

And now at last came the harvest-
time—the time of fruit bearing and 
rejoicing over well-earned abundance 
of good things! But when they 
came to look for it, the harvest was 
not there; for the plants had been 
choked by the weeds, -and the weeds 
had grown to be the whole garden. 
And the man and woman sat down 
and wept over the garden. And the 
man said to the woman, "Perhaps; 
after all, your way was best. We 
should have watered all the garden, 
and the weeds would have died of 
their own accord!" 

But the woman, touching his hand 
in' sorrow, said, "Not so, beloved! 
The weeds should have all been up-
rooted; only your tools were so sharp 
and hard. I feared them greatly!" 

And as they grieved thus, the mas-
ter Gardener spoke to them sorrow-
ing, and said to them, "My children, 
you were both wrong, and you were 
both right. The sun and water are 
priceless the garden must have these 
for growth,—Init they are not enough. 
The weeds must all be rooted out 
and the soil kept cultivated and mel-
low and enriched with care and love. 
And, too, My children," and His 
voice was very tender, "you began 
much, much too late to succeed. 
Weeds must be eradicated early—so 
early—before they take the strength 
from the plant roots. And then, too, 
you were busy about so many other 
things, whereas a garden needs daily, 
hourly care. You must never forget 
you have a garden, and you must 
work together in love, and be patient 
with each other while you work." 

And as they continued to mourn, 
He said, "There is no other way. 
You must begin very, very early and 
work a little every day and be gentle 
while you work. I also would fain 
have helped you whenever you had 
called. Only you seemed to need Me 
so little." And He sighed as He 
laid His hand on them in love. 

And the man and woman cried 
out to Him. "Master! You are 
right! We have been wrong and im-
patient and restless and inconstant! 
We see our wrong! We confess our 
sin! Forgive us and give us yet an-
other garden to grow for Thee!" 

And the Master smiled on their 
tears and comforted them as He 
could, saying, "I forgive, I forgive, 
My children!" 

"Oh, thank you, Good Master! 
Now give us another garden! We 
see our mistake. We will plant 
again, and this time we will do well!" 

But the Master sadly shook His 
head. "I forgive you, My children, 
and I will comfort you all the long 
days, but I can give you no second 
garden. There is only one growing 
time—only one garden. Your plant-
ing time is gone forever!"  

The Christian Home Bible 
Study 

1. The home of Abraham. Gen. 
18:19. 

2. The home of Moses. Heb. 11:23; 
Ex. 2:1-10. 

3. The home of Jesus. Luke 2:40, 
51, 52. 

4. The home of Timothy. 2 Tim. 
1:5; 3:14, 15. 

5. The home of obedience. Ex. 
20:12; Col. 3:20; Eph. 6:1-4. 

6. The home of ideals. Deut. 6:7, 
11, 19; Prov. 31:28; Ps. 144:12. 

7. The home of the redeemed. Isa. 
54:13; Matt. 19:14; Mark 10:16. 

A Doctor's Tribute to His 
Parents 

OFTEN sons and daughters fail to 
appreciate the blessing of godly par-
ents who sacrifice and toil for them, 
and whose love and prayers follow 
them to the very ends of the earth. 

We have received from the parents 
of one of our graduates the follow-
ing tribute received from their son, 
who has spent many years in mis-
sion work in distant lands. 

"My hope for eternity I owe to 
you. If you had not brought me 
up in the truth and supported me 
always by your prayers, it is very 
likely that I would have no such 
hope. Now that this old world is 
going to pieces so fast and so many 
have no hope, this is the most pre-
cious of all things I have. If my be-
lief of the truth and my future hope 
lead me to do any good thing in this 
life, you have a large part of the 
credit for the good that is done. 

"But best of all, in a way, is the 
love you have always shown. Your 
teachings and financial help would 
have meant much less if they had not 
come along with hearts full of affec-
tion for me. Even the keenness of 
mind I inherited from you has been 
more fruitful because of your love 
and prayers. So, while I am thou-
sands of miles away, I want you to 
remember especially on Christmas 
Ddy that I know about your love, 
that I appreciate it, that I understand 
what it has done for me and what it 
means to me, and that I return it 
as well as I know how. The coming 
years are likely to be few, but hard; 
but no matter how many and no 
matter how hard, I feel sure that our 
love will last and will pull tis 
through together." 
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A Precious Jewel 
DR. J. WILBUR CHAPMAN related 

the following incident: "I was stand-
ing in a great jewelry store in a city, 
and I heard a salesman say to a lady, 
'Madam, this pearl is worth $15,000.' 
I was interested, and said, 'Please let 
me see the pearl that is worth 
$15,000.' The salesman put it on a 
piece of black cloth, and I studied it 
carefully. I said, 	suppose your 
stock is very valuable!' And as I 
looked around that beautiful store, I 
imagined them bringing all their 
stock up to my house and saying: 'We 
want you to take care of this to-
night.' What do you think I would 
do? I would go to the telephone and 
call up the chief of police and say: 

have all a city jeweler's stock up 
in my house, and it is too great a 
responsibility. Will you send some 
of your trusted officers to help me?' 

'But I have a little boy in my 
home, and for him I am responsible. 
I have had him nine years, and some 
of you have just such another little 
fellow. I turn to this old Book and 
I read this word: 'What shall it 
profit a man, if he shall gain the 
whole world, and lose his own soul?' 
It is as if he had all the diamonds 
in the world, and held them in one 
hand, and just a little boy in the 
other, and the boy would be of more 
worth than all the jewels. If you 
would tremble if you had $3,000,000 
to $5,000,000 worth of jewels in your 
house one night, how will you go up to 
your Father if the lad is not with 
you ?"—The Leader, Northern Euro-
pean Division. 

The Attributes of a Consistent 
Christian 

BY E. R. POTTER 
1. An Assured Christian. Christ 

said, I "know My sheep, and am 
known of mine." The apostle Paul 
said, "I know whom I have believed." 
The consistent Christian should be 
able to say, "I know I am His and 
He is mine." 

2. A Self-controlled Christian. When 
motives, words, or actions are mis-
understood or misrepresented, the con- 

Sacred Responsibilities 
FOR seventeen years the Home 

Commission has ministered to the 
ideal set before us in these words 
from Mrs. White: "Upon fathers 
as well as mothers rests a responsi-
bility for the child's earlier as well 
as its later training, and for both 
parents the demand for careful and 
thorough preparation is most urgent. 
. . . Never will education accomplish 
all that it might and should accom-
plish until the importance of the 
parents' work is fully recognized, and 
they receive a training for its sacred 
responsibilities."—"Education," p. 276. 
Thousands of parents have taken ad-
vantage of the instruction and help 
offered, and many households bear 
witness to this training. But not all. 

Now the Home Commission has re-
organized its work and revised its 
study plans to meet the needs and 
opportunity of all. It offers short 
courses in a great variety of sub-
jects, as well as the more complete 
Home Science Course. No parents 
can afford to let the years drift by 
while their children are growing up, 
without, putting forth the utmost ef-
fort to train those children for God. 
These are difficult times for children 
and youth; let the parents give their 
utmost for their salvation and train-
ing. God tells parents to get a train-
ing; let parents heed. 

The Home Commission offers help 
through "Parents' Lessons," "The 
Parents' Council," etc., and will be 
glad to assist any who apply. Address 
the Home Commission, General Confer-
ence, Takoma Park, Washington, D.C. 

sistent Christian takes no offense, but 
pursues the even tenor of his way. 
"The grace of Christ is to control the 
temper and the voice. . . . The life 
breathes a sweet perfume, which as-
cends to God as holy incense. Love 
is manifested in kindness, gentleness, 
forbearance, and long-suffering. The 
countenance is changed. . . . There 
is expressed a habitual gentleness, a 
more than human love."—"Christ's 
Object Lessons," p. 102. 

3. A Bible Christian. Luther liter- 

ally fed upon the Bible. If you would 
be strong, healthy, and useful in the 
Christian life, be a daily student of 
the Bible. 

4. A Charitable Christian. Avoid 
unwarranted egotism. An old Scotch 
woman was addressed thus: "A per-
son would think, to hear you talk, that 
you thought you and the minister were 
the only Christians in the world." To 
which the elderly woman replied, se-
riously, "Indeed, I have my doubts 
sometimes about the minister." 

5. A Forgiving Christian. Abraham 
Lincoln's motto is a good one: "With 
malice toward none, with charity for 
all, with firmness in the right, as God 
gives us to see the right." 

6. A Hopeful Christian. Dr. Adam 
Clarke was called the school dunce, 
but his ambition and determination 
were aroused by one who said, "You 
will make your mark in the world yet." 
Adam Clarke became a great scholar, 
minister, missionary, and author. 

7. An Intelligent Christian. An ex-
perienced and successful minister 'once 
told a group of young men, "God 
has greatly blessed me, but He never 
blessed my ignorance." 

8. A Joyous Christian. The apostle 
Paul says, "Rejoice in the Lord al-
way;" and by way of emphasis he 
adds, "Again I say, Rejoice." 

9. A Loving Christian. Jesus said, 
"Love one another." John affirmed, 
"God is love." • Peter adds, "Above all 
things have fervent charity [love] 
among yourselves." 

10. A Peaceful Christian. "Blessed 
are the peacemakers." "If it be 
possible, . . live peaceably with all 
men." "Be at peace among your-
selves"—in the home, the church, and 
the neighborhood. 

11. A Prayerful Christian. "The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much,"—in private, in 
the family, and in public. 

12. A Steadfast Christian. "Be ye 
steadfast, unmovable, always abound-
ing in the work of the Lord." 1 Cor. 
15:58. 

13. A Working Christian. "Those 
who are humble and who do their work 
as unto God, may not make so great a 
show as do those who are full of bustle 
and self-importance; but their work 
counts for more."—"Ministry of Heal-
ing," p. 477. "I will that thou affirm 
constantly, that they which have be-
lieved in God might be careful to 
maintain good works." Titus 3:8. 

Missionary Leadership 
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A Timely Suggestion Regard-

ing Reading Racks 

A LETTER has come to hand, making 
an SOS call in the interests of liter-
ature distribution through public read-
ing racks. The suggestion is most 
timely, and is stated as follows: 

"I desire to call special attention 
to the importance of placing reading 
racks in all places where people con-
gregate, especially in bus depots and 
railroad stations. It has been my 
practice for some years to look after 
a number of such depositories in a 
wide range of territory. In one city 
of the Middle West I placed 3,000 
papers each year in the reading racks 
at bus depots, and in another city 
about 1,000 papers were used in the 
railroad station. I visited these places 
once every twenty-four hours, to see 
if papers were needed, and to keep 
the literature straightened out and 
attractive in appearance; for I have 
found that if the reading racks are 
not well cared for, the general public 
will not have much respect for the 
contents. People will disarrange the 
papers, taking them out and replac-
ing them upside down, and soon the 
rack looks like a pile of rubbish, un-
less special attention is given to keep-
ing everything in proper shape. 

"I find that the general public are 
interested in the literature which we 
niece in the racks,- and I have made 
use of all our different periodicals, 
and also tracts, making a special ef-
fort to collect the literature which so 
often goes to waste in Seventh-day 
Adventist homes. It is time to in-
crease the literature-rack distribution 
tenfold, yes, a hundredfold, especially 
in the large cities. There are also vast 
opportunities in the rural sections. 
But it is very essential that these 
racks be looked after in a business-
like manner, and their contents kept 
free from soiled papers or rubbish. 
Every paper,  should be carefully folded 
and placed so that the caption will 
attract attention. There is no better 
method for quickly scattering the 
printed page of truth 'like the leaves 
of autumn,' and the work is most in-
teresting and enjoyable." 

Faithful in All Opportunities 
A FEW months ago I was on the 

train traveling across the continent. 
I became acquainted with a young 
businessman and his wife from Cuba. 
In our conversation I learned that he 
was not a Christian; that his father 
had been a Christian man, but was so 
strict, severe, and exacting, that this 
man, as a lad, had determined that 
when he grew up he would have noth-
ing to do with Christianity. There-
fore he had turned away from every-
thing that pertained to religion. 

I felt impressed to talk to him, and 
his heart was open to receive what I 
had to say. I told him that that was 
not the spirit of the word of God, as I 
understood it; that -a man in whose 
soul burned the spirit of Christ would 
have nothing of harshness or exact-
ness in his manner, but would be kind 
and lovable. I said, "Your father 
was undoubtedly a Christian, but he 
had a different way of looking at 
Christianity." I told him about Chris-
tian people whom I had known, of this 
wonderful Christian family to which 
we belong, of the self-sacrificing la-
bors of the missionaries out in the 
hard places of the earth, and of the 
lives that have been laid down in the 
service of God. He was deeply inter-
ested, and when I parted from him, he 
said, "I have gained a new vision of 
what Christianity really is. I am 
glad to learn that there is a Christian 
people in the world today who have 
in their hearts that spirit of love and 
sacrifice, and I aim to know more 
about that people." 

The need today is to manifest the 
love of Jesus. Everywhere we find 
men and women hungering for some-
thing the world cannot give. There 
is only one satisfying thing in all the 
world today, and that is this blessed 
message. There is nothing in the 
world beside it. And if we are to 
share in the ultimate triumph of this 
message, we must be faithful in all 
our opportunities for service. It is 
only those who have been faithful, 
who will stand with the King of kings 
and Lord of lords in that day. 

GLENN CALKINS. 

The Church Officers' Reading 
Course 

EXen year a selection of books con-
taining messages particularly helpful 
to church elders, missionary leaders, 
and secretaries, and all other officers 
and church members who are keeping 
abreast of the layman's missionary 
movement, is given careful attention 
by a committee appointed by the Gen-
eral Conference. The annual seled-
tions embrace a combination of from 
two to four books, and are announced 
under the title, "The Church Officers' 
Reading Course." Hundreds of church 
leaders and members have joined the 
reading circle year by year, and have 
derived great pleasure and profit in so 
doing. 

We take real pleasure in announc-
ing the books comprising the Church 
Officers' Reading Course for 1939, as 
follows: 

1. "The Early and Latter Rain," by 
F. M. Wilcox. 

2. "The Carpenter of Nazareth," by 
M. E. Olsen. 

3. "The Great Controversy," by Mrs. 
E. G. White. 

The first two books are presented 
as the purchase volumes, while "The 
Great Controversy" is included as a 
special study volume, which, in the 
great majority of cases, need not be 
purchased, as it is already in the li-
brary of nearly all our church mem-
bers. The urgent need of a renewed 
and closer study of this very important 
volume of the Spirit of prophecy is 
a matter which has weighed heavily 
upon the minds of the Reading Course 
committee in selecting books for this 
year. It is the general conviction 
that, irrespective of how often this 
book may have been read heretofore, 
there is no more important instruction 
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for the present time than is contained 
therein. 

It is evident in a number of differ-
ent ways that the Holy Spirit has im-
pressed upon the mind of each member 
of the committee the importance of 
restudying "The Great Controversy." 
Therefore we feel constrained lo urge 
all former members of the Church Offi-
cers' Reading Course, and all church 
officers and leaders appointed for the 
present year, to unite in the reading 
and intensive study of the three books 
which have been selected as the 1939 
Church Officers' Reading Course. 

A Special Provision 
As a means of helping all to enter 

into the study of "The Great Con-
troversy" in the most systematic and 
thorough manner, we have arranged 
for a chapter-by-chapter analysis, in 
the form of "Thought Questions and 
Notes," to appear in the CHURCH OF-
FICERS' GAZETTE each month. The first 
installment of these study outlines will 
be found on page 11 of this issue. 

In the preparation of this material 
we are most fortunate in securing the 
cooperation of Elder D. E. Robinson, 
who has for many years been closely 
associated with the literary work in 
connection with the writings of the 
Spirit of prophecy, and at the present 
time is associated with "The Ellen G 
White Publications," with headquar-
ters located in the General Conference 
building. This is the first time a com-
prehensive study outline has been fur-
nished covering one of the most won-
derful books of the age. We feel 
assured that all church officers and 
readers of the CHURCH OFFICERS' GA-
ZETTE will be glad to avail themselves 
of this unusual provision. 

The two books—"Early and Latter 
Rain," and "Carpenter of Nazareth," 
retail for $2.25. But when they are 
ordered together as a Reading Course 
offer, the price is only $1.75, postpaid. 
Those who desire to purchase "The 
Great Controversy" will be able to se-
lect it from various styles of binding 
at a price to suit: All books should 
be ordered through Book and Bible 
Houses. Each member of the church 
officers' reading circle should enroll 
with the conference' home missionary 
secretary, in order to secure the annual 
token of appreciation, in the form of 
a unique bookmark or certificate; which 
is furnished by the— 

GEN. CONF. MERE MISS. DEPT. 

The Church Officers' Gazette 

A Wonderful Book 
Fon fifty years the book entitled 

"The Great Controversy Between 
Christ and Satan" has been in the 
possession of the remnant church as 
one of the volumes of the writings of 
the Spirit of prophecy. Concerning 
the origin of this book, the author, 
Mrs. E. G. White, makes the following 
statements: 

"Through the illumination of the 
Holy Spirit, the scenes of the long-
continued conflict between ,good and 
evil have been opened to the writer of 
these pages. From time to time I have 
been permitted to behold the working, 
in different ages, of the great contro-
versy between Christ, the Prince of 
life, the Author of our salvation, and 
Satan, the prince of evil, the author 
of sin, the first transgressor of God's 
holy law. . . . 

"As the Spirit of God has opened to 
my mind the groat truths of His word, 
and the scenes of the past and the 
future, I have been bidden to make 
known to others that which has thus 
been revealed,—to trace the history of 
the controversy in past ages, and espe-
cially so to present it as to shed a light 
on the fast-approaching struggle of 
the future. . . . 

"To unfold the scenes of the great 
controversy between truth and error; 
to reveal the wiles of Satan, and the 
means by which he may be successfully 
resisted; to present a satisfactory so-
lution of the great problem of evil, 
shedding such a light upon the origin 
and the final disposition of sin as to 
make fully manifest the justice and 
benevolence of God in all His dealings 
with His creatures; and to show the 
holy, unchanging nature of His law, 
is the object of this book." 

Thousands of copies of "The Great 
Controversy" have been sold by colpor-
teurs in all parts of the world. Large 
editions in foreign languages have 

Father and Son Who Made a Complete 
Copy of "The Great Controversy" 
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been issued. There is no means of 
telling the exact number of people who 
have seen the light of truth and have 
accepted it and taken their stand on 
the right side of the controversy, as 
the result of reading the book, but we 
know the number would be very great. 
Time and time again we come in con-
tact with those who testify that the 
reading of "The Great Controversy" 
convinced them of the true way, and 
through the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit they found the way and are 
walking in it. And it is a striking 
fact that these people are most firmly 
established, true and loyal. They can- 
not be shaken or moved. The message 
of the book is as a rock of defense 
against the darts of doubt with which 
the enemy assails. 

But we are wondering if all mem-
bers of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church of the present day really ap-
preciate this wonderful book. Has it 
been read and studied by each member 
of the church even once, or is it simply 
known by its title and fragmentary 
statements on leading doctrines held 
by the denomination? 

Of one thing we are sure, and that 
is that "The Great Controversy" should 
at this time be studied more prayer-
fully and earnestly than ever before. 
We are told that "the great contro-
versy between good and evil will in-
crease in intensity to the very close 
of time." Surely in this year of 1939 
we need to be thoroughly familiar with 
the instruction God has so specifically 
sent to the church for guidance through 
the conflict. 

"The Great Controversy" hal been 
selected as one of he volumes of the 
Church Officers' Reading Course for 
1939, and we earnestly urge every offi-
cer and leader in the church to give 
renewed study to the book. By fol-
lowing the monthly study outlines (see 
page 11 of this issue of the GAZETTE), 
the greatest benefit will be derived. 

Not long ago there came to our at-
tention the story of a father and son, 
living in Mexico, who manifested a 
zeal in obtaining a copy of "The Great 
Controversy" which is most remark-
able. The boy was a high-school stu-
dent, and in his teacher's library he 
came across "The Great Controversy." 
He asked permission to borrow the 
book, and was allowed to take it home. 
The father, a Catholic, chided the son 
for bringing home "a Protestant book, 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Study Outlines on "The Great 
Controversy" 

For the Month of February 

BY D. E. ROBINSON 

Chapter 1-"The Destruction of 
Jerusalem" 

1. STUDY the circumstances and oc-
casion of Jesus' bitter grief and lam-
entation over Jerusalem. For what 
reasons must it have seemed strange 
and unaccountable to the onlookers? 
17:1, 2 [15:1, 2]. 

2. Did Jesus have reason to feel sor-
row for Himself as He faced Geth-
semane and Calvary/ What motive 
led to great grief? 18:1 [16:1]. 

Harm-As we think of the trying 
times ahead of God's people, should 
our greatest concern be for our own 
hardships and tests, or for the fate of 
the impenitent? If we follow Jesus' 
example of thinking of lost souls, how 
shall we manifest this burden in our 
lives? 

3. Meditate on God's compassion and 
love for His people in His dealings 
with them in the past and in Christ's 
mission of love to them. Memorize: 
"The waves of mercy, beaten back by 
those stubborn hearts, returned in a 
stronger tide of pitying, inexpressible 
love." 20:2 [19:3]. 

4. What had caused the prophets to 
weep? How did Jesus' view of the 
future compare with their expectations 
-(1) as to the time covered, (2) as to 
the multitudes of people involved, (3) 
as to their iniquity, (4) as to the se-
verity of the judgments? 21:1; 22:1; 
36:2 [21:1; 22:1; 39:2]. 

5. Compare the great sin of the 
Jews with that of the later Christian 
world. 22:2 [22:2]. 

6. What prophecy of Micah was to 
meet its fulfillment in the attitude of 
the Jews and the destruction of their 
city? How was it fulfilled? 26:2; 
27:2 [27:2; 28:1]. 

7. What circumstances made it pos-
sible for Christ's followers to escape 
from Jerusalem with their lives? 
Where did they find a place of safety? 
30:2; cf. 37:2 [31:1; cf. 41:1]. 

8. As illustrated in God's dealings 
with Israel, note that God exhausts 
heaven's resources in seeking to per-
suade men to accept salvation. 20:3; 
22:1 28:1 [19:4; 22:1; 29:1]. 

9. When men finally and irrevocably 
reject God, they thereby choose Satan 
as their ruler. What kind of master 
is he? Show that the destruction of 
Jerusalem and of the Jewish nation 
was a natural consequence of their 
impenitence. How does this principle 
apply to our own time? 35:3 [38:2]. 

10. To whom are we indebted for 
peace and protection? What may 
cause the withdrawal of this protec-
tion, and with what consequences? 
36:1 [39:1]. 

11. What conditions will prevail up 
to the time of the close of probation? 
38:1 [41:2]. 

Chapter 2-"Perseeution in the 
Early Centuries" 

1. In forecasting the experiences of 
His people to the end of time, did 
Jesus offer flattering inducements to 
lead men to accept of Christianity? 
What phase of their experience did He 
especially stress? 39:1 [43:1]. 

NOTE.-The fact that Jesus foretold 
the trying experiences through which 
His church was to pass has exerted a 
powerful influence in fortifying the 
believers in their conflict with the 
forces of evil. 

2. What was the secret of the forti-
tude and perseverance of the faithful 
amid the awful persecutions under 
paganism? 41:1, 2 [45:1, 2]. 

3. In what way did the persecution 
prove to be a blessing-(1) to the 
cause of truth, (2) to the experience 
of the individual believers, (3) to the 
church as a body? 41:3; 41:1 [45: 
3; 47:2]. 

NOTE.-The phenomenal growth of 
the church under these adverse circum-
stances is evidence of a remarkable 
spirit of missionary zeal among the lay 
members. 

4. Changing his strategy against the 
church, Satan wrought more effec-
tually for its ruin by leading its 
members to compromise. They in-
creased greatly in numbers, but at a 
dear cost in spiritual vitality. 42:2; 
43':1 [46:2; 47:2]. 

Nom-We see in the religious world 
today a popular trend toward compro-
mise at the cost of a surrender of vital 
truth. 

5. What should be our attitude to-
ward the present-day trend for com-
promise with error? 46:1 [50:4]. 

6. What part did apostates act in 
their warfare against the doctrines of 
Christ? 45:1 [50:1]. (For the ap-
plication of the same principle in our 
own time see page 608, paragraph 2.) 
[608:2-681:11 

7. How can the statement of Jesus, 
"I came not to send peace, but a 
sword," be harmonized with His title, 
"Prince of Peace"? 46:2, 3 [51:1, 2]. 

8. Notice God's dealing with the 
righteous and the wicked, in permit-
ting them to reveal their true charac-
ter, thus vindicating the justice of His 
decision in regard to their destiny. 
48:1, 2 [52:2, 53:1]. 

9-Should the fact that there is no 
bitter persecution against the church 
be regarded as a matter for great sat-
isfaction/ What experience of God's 
people will result in a renewal of per-
secution? 48:3 [53:2]. 

A Wonderful Book 
(Continued from page 10) 

but on examining it he became inter-
ested and found that the book dealt 
with subjects he had long desired to 
know more about. So he told his son 
to try to purchase the book from 
the teacher. The proposition was not 
favorable to the teacher, however, as 
he said he did not know where he 
could get another copy, and was not 
willing to part with the one he had. 
But the father insisted ,that he must 
have the book. Finally, they asked 
the teacher if they might borrow the 
book for a longer period. This request 
was granted. Then father and son 
began to copy the book-the boy writ-
ing on the typewriter as the father 
read page after page. During eight 
hours a day, for two solid weeks, they 
worked, transcribing the seven hun-
dred pages of the book, and at last 
succeeded in having a typewritten 
copy of their own. The photograph 
herewith shows the father and son 
holding the pages of "The Great Con-
troversy" as they produced them in 
Spanish on the typewriter. 

Do you prize this wonderful book in 
the same degree as these honesthearted 
people in Mexico? If you do not al-
ready have a copy, it will require but 
a small expenditure of money and a 
single postage stamp to receive it from 
your nearest Book and Bible House. 
Let every church officer and every 
member of the church unite during 
1939 in one unbroken reading circle 
for the study of the wonderful book, 
"The Great Controversy." 

GEN. CONF. HOME MISS. DEPT. 

Important Note: For convenience of the student, both the page and the para-
graph referred to are given. Thus "19:2" refers to the second paragraph on page 
nineteen. Because of a difference in the paging of two current editions-due to 
the difference in illustrations-both references are given. The second reference, 
in brackets, is to the 1928 and 1927 special and subscription editions. The edition 
may be identified by noting the date of the last copyright registration, which is 
found on the back of the title page. 



[NOTE.—In many instances, first contact with the message of truth 
centers around some phase of personal missionary endeavor, such as 
the distribution of literature, a personal visit, a neighborly act, a Bible 
study or a cottage meeting, an invitation to attend Sabbath school or 
church service, Harvest Ingathering, etc. From this point of contact, 
appropriate follow-up work has led to full acceptance of the message 
and uniting with the remnant church. Believing that it will be encour-
aging to all personal workers to learn of the actual results attending 
the various activities, we extend an urgent invitation to all church 
members who attribute their knowledge of present truth to such a 
beginning, to send a brief account of their experience to the General 
Conference Home Missionary Department, Takoma Park, D.C.—EmToa.] 
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Kindly Interest Manifested by a 
Christian Mother.—My chum was a 
Seventh-day Adventist, and I was al-
ways made welcome in his home, in 
which I visited frequently. The 
mother in this home was an invalid, 
but she was always interested in her 
callers, and always knew just how to 
speak a word for Christ in such a 
way as to make a deep impression. I 
had been receiving the Signs of the 
Times for a number of months, 
through the thoughtfulness of some 
one who 'was interested in my welfare, 
but I was quite indifferent to religious 
things. Hoivever, I could not get 
away from the kind interest mani-
fested by the mother of my chum, as 
she would call attention to points of 
truth and refer to articles in the 
Signs. Later I accepted the invitation 
to attend Bible studies conducted in 
the home, and in due time I became 
convinced of the truth and was bap-
tized. In order to keep the Sabbath, 
I gave up a good position; but the 
Lord has eared for me, and I rejoice 
in the knowledge of the third angel's 
message. I am indeed thankful for 
the kindly personal interest of that 
Christian mother, who, though shut 
in by invalidism, was not unmindful 
of opportunities to win a soul to 
Christ. 

The Book "Daniel and the Revela-
lation."—When I was eight years old, 
a man came•  to our neighborhood sell-

, ing a book. My parents wanted the 
hook, but were too poor to buy it. But 
a neighbor bought one, and we children 
would go to her house and look at the 
strange pictures of beasts with horns, 
and read as much as we could about 
dreams and visions in the Bible.  

About three years ago I was truly 
converted. Then I began to pray that 
God would lead me to His true church. 
I said, "Lord, if it is the smallest 
church in the world, if there are not 
more than two members, but they are 
your people and have your Bible 
truth, I will unite with that church." 

One day I was in the public library 
looking through some religious books, 
and I came to one called "Daniel and 
the Revelation." On opening it, I 
recognized it to be the same as the 
book that had been of so much in-
terest to me in my childhood. The 
conviction came so strongly that this 
book was associated with the answer 
to my prayers, that I found where 
the volume could be obtained, and 
secured a copy for myself. I did not 
merely read the book; I studied it 
carefully. Then I set out to find the 
people who believe the teachings of 
the book. I found the Seventh-day 
Adventist congregation in the city, 
and have been attending the services 
regularly for several months. And 
now I wish to be baptized and unite 
with the' church. 

Pastor C. A. Holt, in referring to' 
the above experience, says, "The 
woman was not an entire stranger to 
us when giving her testimony, for we 
had followed her progress from the 
first day she came among us, and after 
careful examination as to her Chris-
tian life and knowledge of the mes-
sage, we consider that she is ready 
for baptism." 

Prayer and the Singing Band.—
Back in 1929, when I left home to sail 
the seas as an engineer officer, my aunt 
prayed with me and presented me with 
a Bible. I remember that in her  

prayer she asked the Lord to make 
a way for me to accept His precious 
truth, and that the Bible might be my 
guide and counselor. I had heard a 
few things about what my aunt con-
sidered "the truth," but I was not in-
terested. As time passed on, however, 
I had a longing for something better 
in my experience, but being somewhat 
prejudiced against the Seventh-day 
Adventist doctrines, I sought help in 
the Methodist Church. I became a 
member of the choir, and engaged in 
home missionary endeavor, as con-
ducted by that church. But still being 
dissatisfied, I turned to the Baptist 
Church and connected with them in 
like manner. It seemed to me that I, 
without a religion, was like the man 
"without a country," and I was most 
unhappy. 

One Saturday evening I went to 
choir practice in the Baptist parson-
age. It was a stormy evening, and 
only two or three members of -the 
choir Caine. Disappointed, disheart-
ened, and blue, 1 boarded a bus for 
home; and, after taking my seat, 1 
offered a silent prayer, asking God to 
take me by the hand and guide me by 
the Holy Spirit to the place where my 
soul could find satisfaction. Up to 
this time my life had seemed to be a 
failure. My marriage had gone on the 
rocks, and life seemed more or less a 
blank. But the Lord answered my 
prayer in His own way. 

I left the bus at one of the main 
thoroughfares in the city, and decided 
to walk down a certain avenue to 
reach my place of abode. I had 
not gone far before my attention was 
attracted by a chorus of voices, sing-
ing one of my favorite hymns— 

"I've found a Friend; oh, such a Friend! 
So kind, and true, and tender, 

So wise a Counselor and Guide, 
So mighty a Defender. 

From Him, who loveth me so well, 
What power my soul can sever ?  

Shall life or death, or earth or hell? 
No; I am His forever." 

This was followed by several more of 
the real old-fashioned songs that my 
mother used to sing. I approached the 
singers, and soon learned that they 
were soliciting money for some good 
cause, and, although T had only a 
nickel in my pocket, I slipped it into 
the can which was passed around. 
One of the young women gave me a 
copy of a paper entitled "For Human-
ity's Sake," and I asked her what 
church the group represented. She 
seemed rather reluctant to mention the 
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name Seventh-day Adventist, fearing, 
I suppose, that prejudice might be 
aroused. But I told her that I be-
lieved I had been led, as an answer 
to prayer, to find the group of singers; 
and then she asked me to wait a min-
ute while she went in search of a man 
in the singing band whom she intro-
duced to me as the pastor of her 
church. He talked to me very kindly, 
and I opened my heart to him, explain-
ing my longing to find the right church 
and to get closer to God. The pastor 
asked me to accompany lam to his 
home, and I did so. As we talked and 
prayed, I realized that not only my 
prayer was being answered, but also 
the prayer of my Seventh-day Advent-
ist aunt. 

When I returned to my room, the 
first thing I did was to kneel down by 
my bed and thank God for leading me 
to the friends and the church I was 
seeking. The next Sabbath I attended 
Sabbath school, and have been a regu-
lar attendant since that time, more 
than a year ago. I also united with 
the singing band as they went out 
night after night during the time of 
the campaign, and secured three dol-
lars more than my goal. The pas-
tor's wife gave me twenty-seven Bible 
studies, after which I was baptized 
and united with the church. 

When I notified my employer that I 
could no longer report for duty on 
Saturdays, he promptly said he could 
get along without my services. But 
in this, as in other crises in my life, 
I asked God to lead and direct, and 
within a few days I had secured an-
other position in which I was alloyed 
the Sabbath off, and received a larger 
salary than that which I had received 
when I was with my former employer. 

Last summer I attended the first 
camp meeting in my experience, and 
it was to me a feast of good things. 
It was at the camp meeting that I 
purchased a new Bible; so now the 
Bible which my aunt gave to me will 
retire from service. After nine years 
of toil and hardship, including some of 
the most severe storms on the Atlantic 
and the Pacific, among which will be 
remembered the Florida hurricane of 
1929, and the Storm in which occurred 
the sinking of the "Vestris" off the 
Virginia Capes, my aunt's prayer has 
been answered. I would like to re-
quest the prayers of Christian people 
that I may continue on in the service 
of the Lord. 

February 4—Win Another With 
the "Signs" 

Two years ago, with the revival of 
the "Win One" movement, the editors 
and the promoters of the Signs of the 
Times, and those who set the type, 
make up the pages, run the presses, 
and mail the papers, all began to work 
and pray earnestly that the Signs 
would be a greater soul-winning influ-
ence than it had ever been before. 

History has been made rapidly since 
that time—in the world, and in the 
proclamation of the truth. We have 
seen prophecy fulfilled in the affairs 
of nations. War has raged in China, 
Spain, and other places. Boundaries 
in Europe have been changed, while 
only the restraining power of God has 
held back the winds of war. There 
have been devastating floods and other 
disasters, all witnessing to the relia-
bility of the words of Scripture con-
cerning what is to happen in the last 
days. 

Through these times the Signs in the 
hands of our people has been a mighty 
agency for giving the truth and win-
ning souls. Many families and indi-
viduals are rejoicing in peace and in a 
new hope in God because some one 
with a love for souls faithfully sent 
the Signs to them. 

Recently the pastor of a Presby-
terian church in Toledo, Ohio, wrote 
that he had accidentally come across a 
part of an issue of the Signs of the 
Times, bearing the date, August 13, 
1935, on a short trip he had made. 
"The meat contained therein," he 
writes, "was better by far than any-
thing obtained in paper form to date, 
and I want to know if the Signs of 
the Times is still being published. If 
so, please write me, sending me late 
copy with subscription blank. I know 
when I need food." 

In-these days of perplexity there are 
many people whom the Lord's Spirit is 
directing to the Signs of the Times for 
spiritual food. May we have the vision 
and the faith which will lead in using 
the Signs in a larger way through an-
other eventful year. There is no better 
way "to win another" than "with the 
Signs of the Times." 

J. R. FERRER. 

February 11—Our Pioneer Soul-
Winning Periodical 

To look back into the early files of the 
Signs of the Times is to be impressed 
that God led in the establishment of 
Our "pioneer missionary paper." For 
example, we read: "I saw that there 
would be a paper published upon the 
Pacific Coast. . . . A paper published 
on the Pacific Coast would give strength 
and influence to the message. The light 
God has given us isn't worth much to 
the world unless it can be seen by be-
ing presented before them. I declare 
to you our vision must be extended. 
We see things nigh, but not afar off." 
—"Life Sketches," p. 210. The real-
ization of the fruits of these leadings 
and convictions were soon to be seen. 
Sixty-four years ago the first issue of 
the Signs of the Times came from the 
little hand press in Oakland, truly to 
poneer in opening the truth to the 
people. It was dated June 4, 1874. 

In the Signs itself, (March 1, 1877) 
four years after the vision referred to 
above, the story is told of how God had 
led far beyond expectations. A lot, a 
building, and a working capital; all 
adequate, had been provided. In an-
other column in the paper a list of 
experiences and conversions are found. 
One man rejoiced because he had been 
freed from the tobacco habit, and had 
found the Sabbath truth. A reckless 
sailor had found the light. A Baptist 
minister had accepted the Sabbath 
truth and the truth of Christ's second 
coming. "My mind is made up," he 
said, "to spend the rest of my life with 
the Adventists." He had .only read 
the Signs; he had never heard an 
Adventist sermon. 

Those experiences have been multi-
plying through the years as the Lord 
has used the Signs of the Txmes in 
quietly and silently preaching the 
truth and winning people to it. The 
influence of the Signs is so closely and 
inseparably woven into every other 
kind of soul-winning endeavor, that 
we would not know how to get along 
without it today. It is truly pioneer-
ing today as in the early days, but on 
a much larger scale. 

During the momentous year just 
closed, more than four million copies 
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MONTHLY POSTER SERMONETTE—THE MELTING 
POWER OF LOVE 

"Go to your neighbors one by 

"Come close to them till their hearts 
are warmed by your unselfish interest 
and love. Sympathize with them, 
pray for them, watch for opportu-
nities to do them good. . . . 

"Do not neglect speaking to your 
neighbors, and doing them all the 
kindness in your power, that you 'by 
all means may save some.' "—"Chris-
tian Service," p. 116. 

"While logic may fail to move, and 
argument be powerless to convince;  the 
love of Christ revealed in personal 
ministry, may soften the stony heart," 
—"Christ's Object Lessons," p. 57. 

Noma—This poster is one of a set of twelve, size 18 ai 20 Inches, which 
may be obtained for 50 cents a set from the Review and Herald Publish-
ing Association. Illustrated truth makes lasting impression. Every.  
church should make use of the posters. Watch, for "Poster Sermonette" 
nest month. 
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of the Signs of the Times have been 
distributed by our people. There will 
surely be a wonderful harvest in re-
sults and waves of influence. During 
the past year we made a 10 per cent 
gain in Signs circulation, which meant 
reaching from 77,000 to 79,000 fam-
ilies every week with the messages of 
the Signs. The year before, it ran 
from 70,000 to 72,000. Surely there 
should be still greater advancement 
this year;  when the Signs will boar a 
continuous series of articles dealing 
with events which definitely fulfill 
prophecy. The Lord will bless us in 
laying larger plans for personal work 
through the mails, and in every way 
possible for reaching more people with 
our pioneer soul-winning paper;  the 
Signs of the Times. 	J. R. FERREL. 

February 18—Personal Testi-
monies and Experiences 

SCRIPTURE Key Thought: Mark 6:31. 
A letter received from a sister in 

one of our churches in the Midwest 
contains the following statements: 
"Last Sabbath our pastor took charge 
of the church missionary service, and 
called on three of the church members 
to relate their experiences. It was 
a wonderful meeting. We all felt 
inspired to do something ourselves. 
The experiences were briefly told, and 
surely indicated that God is working 
for 'His people." 

Once each month opportunity is af-
forded for listening to personal testi-
monies and experiences as related by 
our brothers and sisters who are united 
in the onward march of the layman's 
missionary movement. We are told that 
"far more than we do, we need to speak 
of the precious chapters' in our expe-
rience."—"Christ's Object Lessons," p. 
338. Let the time allotted to this mis-
sionary service be used to the very best 
advantage in telling of experiences in 
the Lord's' work, thus bringing new 
courage to all and ascribing praise to 
our heavenly Father. The promise is, 
"In all thy ways acknowledge Him, 
and He shall direct thy paths." Surely 
we desire to be under His direction. 

W. H. 13ERGHERM. 

February 25—Why the "Win 
Another" Plan? 

BECAUSE the "Win One" plan is the 
sure way.  There is more assurance of 
getting at least one person to accept 
Christ as his personal Saviour by espe-
cially working for one;  rather than 
scattering the efforts and singling out  

no one in particular. The writer's 
mother was left a widow with six chil-
dren, and because of financial difficul-
ties the four oldest were placed in an 
orphans' home. We attended the Meth-
odist Church. However, in time a tent 
was pitched near our home, and mother 
accepted. present truth. Her own stand 
for this new light, and her personal 
talks and influence, caused my younger 
brother and me to give our hearts to 
Christ and accept this message. As 
the four older children returned home 
at the age of eighteen, mother taught 
them the truth, and three of them be-
came Seventh-day Adventists. This is 
largely why I believe in the "Win An-
other" plan. 

Christ had large congregations at 
His meetings;  and many people fol-
lowed Him from place to place. He 
doubtless reached many through these 
public, efforts. Few are called to this 
larger work, but all can do personal 
work. Jesus ever sought opportunity 
to speak to the individUal. We read 
how He singled out Zacehaeus from 
the crowd and won him and his family. 
Also of how He went into Matthew's 
office and, in the midst of business 
duties, appealed to him to forsake all 
and follow the pathway leading to 
eternal life. 

During the noontide, while resting 
at Jacob's well, Jesus entered into 
conversation with a woman who came 
to fill her pitcher with water, and  

thereby won one soul; and as a result 
of the woman's testimony, a multitude 
believed on Him. 

A crowd of people is passing through 
Jericho. Blind Barthnaeus hears that 
Jesus is in the multitude; so he cries 
out, "Thou Son of David, have mercy 
on me." Many charge him to be quiet. 
But he only shouts the louder. Jesus 
stops and calls him. In response to, 
"What wilt thou that I should do unto 
thee ?" he cries out, "Lord, that I 
might receive my sight." And "im-
mediately he received his sight, and 
followed Jesus in the way." Mark 
10:46-52. 

"I have heard of a city of light, 
With its streets made of glittering 

gold, 
Of the angels In garments of white, 

And the songs which shall never grow 
old. 

There fresh glories unfold, 
In that city of gold,  But the joy of my Lord will be mine 
O'er the lambs I have brought to His 

fold. 

"I have heard of a country so fair, 
With its hills and its valleys of green 

Covered over with flowers so rare 
While the river of life flows between ; 

There the tree on Its shore 
Giveth life evermore; 
But the greatest of joys will be mine 
In the souls I have led to that shore. 

"Let them sing of the fruits and the 
flowers, 

And the mansions so beauteous and 
grand 

Let them tell of the joys that await 
Those who enter Immanuel's land; 

But the wonder will be, 
That my Lord should use me, 
A poor sinner, to help some lost soul 
share the joys of that beautiful land." 

land." 
WILLIAM A. BUTLER. 
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February Officers' Notes 

If I Were Secretary— 

I WOULD remember that my so-
ciety is a part of a great world- 
wide organization of youth who 
are preparing themselves, and 

he ping to prepare others, for a life of 
service now and for eternal life when 
Jesus comes. 

I would try to help the other mem-
bers of the society to catch this larger 
vision. 

I would study my duties as outlined 
in M. V. Leaflet 4, pages 10 to 12. 

I would be alert to see the things a 
secretary can do to assist the M. V. 
Society leader. 

I would attend the weekly executive-
committee meetings. 

I would keep adist of the names, ad-
dresses, and telephone numbers of the 
M. V. Society officers. 

I would sign all certificates of mem-
bership promptly and give them to the 
leader for presentation; and enter the 
names and addresses of the members 
on the society membership list. 

I would keep an up-to-date list of 
the names and addresses of all young 
people of the church, whether or not 
they are members of the society, and 
from time to time seek to interest in 
the work of the society those who are 
not members already. 

I would survey the programs for the 
year as outlined in the December 
GAZETTE, so that I might look ahead 
with the society leader and other mem-
bers of the executive committee in lay-
ing plans for the work of the society. 

I would order all supplies, such as 
record blanks, pledges, charts, and 
leaflets, early, through the church 
missionary secretary, from the con-
ference Book and Bible House. 

I would gather weekly reports of 
missionary work by having the ushers 
distribute and collect the Missionary 
Workers' Individual Report Blank. 

I would issue monthly reports of the 
missionary work of the society to the 
conference M.V. secretary. 

I would record accurately the names 
of those who begin and who complete 
any specific line of work such as Bible 
Year, Reading Courses, Advanced Study 
and Service League, Progressive Classes, 
etc., so that they may receive proper 
certificates or awards upon my appli-
cation to the conference M.V. secre-
tary. 

I would carefully record the minutes 
of all meetings of the society and of 
the executive committee. 

I would vary my reports to the so- 

duty so as to maintain their interest, 
to inform them of their achievements 
individually and as a society, to point 
out wherein they may improve, and to 
spur them on to bigger and better 
things. 

I would be sociable, and give a par-
ticularly hearty welcome to the visitor. 

I would correspond with the confer-
ence M.V. secretary regarding those 
young people who move to another 
vicinity, so that he may put the near-
est society in touch with them, or en-
roll them in the conference society. 

I would complete my records promptly 
at the close of the year before I turn 
them over to my successor. 

M. V. Messages Fund 
ON Missionary Volunteer Day next 

month, March 11, an important of-
fering known as the "M.V. Messages 
Fund" is to be taken in every church. 
The M.V. Messages Fund is the finan-
cial project for the youth of the North 
American Division to help make avail-
able to the young people of other lands 
that wonderful book of counsel to 
Adventist youth, "Messages to Young 
People." By means of this offering, the 
youth of North America are stretch-
ing the hand •of fellowship in helpful-
ness across the distance to their fellow 
Missionary Volunteers in lands where 
young people face unusual problems 
and perplexities, who have need of the 
counsel of the Spirit of prophecy for 
young people, 

During the last two years the youth 
of the North American Division have 
given for this project, and as a re-
sult of their giving, funds have been 
sent on to several divisions to help 
in the translation and publication of 
"Messages to Young People." The 
Southern European Division received 
help for the translation of the book 
into Rumanian and French, the South 
American Division for the Spanish and 
the Portuguese, the Northern Euro-
pean Division for the Danish-Nor-
wegian, Swedish, and Finnish; and 
the China Division for help to bring 
the book out in Chinese. Requests 
have come in from two other division 
conferences for help. This is a won-
derful opportunity for the young peo-
ple of North America to help other 
young people. Let the Missionary 
Volunteer officers keep this offering 
constantly before the members of the 
M.V. Society so that on Missionary 
Volunteer Day a large offering may be 
received. A goal of twenty-five cents 
a member is suggested for each Senior 

Missionary Volunteer. Encourage th 
members of the society to begin no 
to plan for this offering. Remembe • 
the date—Missionary, Volunteer Day, 
March 11. 

Christian Home Day 
NOTHING is more vital to the well-

being of children and youth than the 
influences of the home. Recognizing 
this, the General Conference has set 
aside Sabbath, February 4, as Chris-
tian Home Day. It is hoped that in 
every church the program.f or Christian 
Home Day will be observed. In order 
for this'ineeting to be a real success, 
careful preparation should be made by 
those taking part in the program; 
therefore, the assignments should be 
made some time in advance. Let us 
pray earnestly that this special pro-
gram on behalf of the home may result 
in the revival of true godliness in 
homes represented in our churches. 

C. LESTER BOND. 

Temperance Day 

ON every hand are marked evidences 
of the fact that the liquor and tobacco 
interests are doing every possible thing 
to popularize their products. More 
than ever before in the history of the 
world men and women are resorting 
to the use of alcoholic beverages; the 
smoking of tobacco, and the use of 
other narcotics. There should be no 
relaxation of effort to educate the 
members of the church, the children 
and youth, as well as our neighbors 
and friends, regarding the harmful 
nature of such indulgences. 

Sabbath, February 25, has been ap-
pointed as Temperance Day to be ob-
served in all our churches. Whether or 
not the church conducts a temperance 
program at the eleven-o'clock service 
that day, it will be well for the Mis-
sionary Volunteer Society to give at-
tention to this important topic. 

C. LESTER BOND. 

March Topics 
4. Mr Friends and Their Influence 

on Me. 
11. Our Feathered Friends. 

(Junior—Why I Want to Be a 
Comrade.) 

18. In Step With the Remnant People. 
25. Jesus Christ's Book. 

(Junior—Getting Acquainted 
With the Bible.) 
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Senior 

Playing Fair With the 
Family 

(Program for February d) 

BY LEO THIEL 

OPENING SONG: No. 233 in "Christ in 
Song." 

PRAYER. 
SCRIPTURE LESSON: Luke 10:38-42. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SOCIETY BUSI- 

NESS. 
SECRETARY'S REPORT. 
OFFERING. 
PRELIMINARY STATEMENT. (See "Note 

to Leaders.") 
TALK: "Ideals in the Christian Home." 
SYMPOSIUM: "The Christian Home." 
POEM: "Home." (By Edgar A. 

Guest.) 
TALK: "Some Attractions and Dis- 

tractions." 
CLOSING HYMN. 
BENEDICTION. 

Note to Leaders 
There should be no need for an 

apology for a program discussing the 
Christian home. Many of the mem-
bers of the Senior Missionary Volun-
teer Society may not be in charge of 
a home of their own. But practically 
all of them are in their parental homes. 
It is none too early to begin to formu-
late home ideals even in the minds of 
those who are the youngest members 
of the society. It is hoped that this 
program may aid in accomplishing 
this. 

Ideals in the Christian Home 
MUCH is said today of the decline 

of the home. The sad fact is that too 
much of what is said is true. A mere 
glance at the statistics of the divorce 
courts convinces one that in many 
cases the home was badly founded. 

Yet even today and in times like 
ours, Christian homes are still in ex-
istence, and the blessings of life in 
such an atmosphere are still vouch-
safed the sons and daughters of men. 
The painful situation in the world to-
day can be a matter of mere observa-
tion rather than one of experience to 
him who is careful that he does his 
part in playing fair with the home. 
Let us consider some of the aspects of 
the Christian home. 

First of all is the matter of ideals. 
Of all the gifts God gave to men, 
some of the most important are the 
ideals He placed around us for our 
benefit and pleasure. No home can 
long be a pleasant place if there are 

Meetings 

not worth-while ideals on which it is 
founded. 

The realization of ideals necessarily 
is a selective process. We must con-
tinually choose. We must constantly 
discard, select, and cherish. Some of 
the ideals to be cherished are courtesy, 
kindness, love, expressed appreciation. 
It helps quite materially for father 
and mother to say "please" and "thank 
you." The young daughter has done 
well. Tell her how nicely she has done. 
Don't take too much for granted. A 
dozen words of merited praise unnec-
essarily spoken are better than a word 
or two of deserved and expected ap-
proval which are left unsaid. The 
young son has been a gentleman under 
circumstances that make right decorum 
difficult. Tell him you are glad that 
he, at least, knew how to behave. 

Ideals must constantly appear in the 
relationship of father and mother. 
These two must present a united front. 
Differences in the conducting of the 
home necessarily arise. One's way is 
not always the way of both. Then the 
ideal of silence could and should pre-
vail. When father and mother are 
alone, the differences can be discussed 
and the affair adjusted. Especially 
when the children are young is it hard 
on the youthful mentality for father 
and mother audibly and emotionally 
to air their differences. 

Politeness is a virtue that should 
be one of the ideals of the Christian 
home. It is aptly expressed in the 
old couplet: 

"Politeness is to do and say 
The kindest thing In the kindest way." 

The members of the family should 
have a passing acquaintance with the 

• best methods of etiquette as practiced 
in the location and at the time of 
usage. But no book of etiquette can 
possibly meet all the circumstances 
that arise in the conduct of the home. 
He•e it is that the ideals of kindness, 
consideration, and forbearance pre-
vail. 

What is the program for tonight? 
Well, I expect to do this if you have 
nothing else you would rather have me 
do, is the response of the daughter. 
The plans of each member of the 
household are kept liquid until all the  

plans of all the others are developed. 
Then each gives and takes until all 
have something of what they want. 
Mother wants to spend an evening 
visiting. The older children speak up 
and offer to stay -with the younger 
children. This is an exemplification of 
consideration for others in the home. 

Loyalty is an ideal greatly to be 
cherished. This is one of the desir-
able traits that can early be taught. 
The home presents a united front. 
Parents recognize the weaknesses of 
the children, but do not discuss them 
before- outsiders. Children, as they 
grow older, are conscious of short-
comings of the parents, but do not 
mention them before playmates. Fa-
ther still is a sort of hero. Mother, 
as always, is on the pedestal around 
which nothing evil can linger. 

Responsibility is another ideal of , 
the Christian home. The wise man 
said it is good for a man to bear the 
burden in youth. It is surprising how 
early children can be taught to help. 
And they like it. The young ones 
bring baskets, carry pails, carry eggs, 
with some trepidation, to be sure. 
They run errands of all types and 
are happy because they feel that they 
are doing something and are really a 
part of the concern. 

The care of animals and pets is one 
of the best devices to teach responsi-
bility. The work is divided, and each 
child has a clear understanding of 
what is to be done. It is a good plan 
that wherever possible the child be al-
lowed to share in the profits of the 
care be has bestowed. Proceeds from 
the sale of calves, or hens, or other in-
come, make Junior feel that he is a 
partner rather than a hireling if he 
pockets part of the proceeds. But in 
all this teaching of responsibility, 
father and mother must still strongly 
feel that it is their responsibility 
carefully to oversee what is done. 

Friendliness and companionship are 
ideals of the home. The parents must 
take time and be willing to spend time 
in merely being friendly with the chil-
dren. "A friend is one who knows all 
about you and loves you just the 
same." Circumstances arise in every 
child's life that place him in the need 
of counsel. Happy is the child who• 
can go to one of his parents and find 
there the friendliness that makes the-
approach easy and the counsel easy to 
take. This friendliness should exist 
first of all between the parents. It 
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can well be expressed in times of soli-
tude when father can state to one of 
the children the question as to whether 
the child really appreciates the fine 
character and the charming personal- 
ity of mother. Father and mother 
must be friends, and then show them- 
selves friendly with each of the chil-
dren. 

Family companionship means put-
ting aside the book you are interested 
in and spending the time showing 
Junior the intricacies of one of the 
household games. It means putting 
off a much-needed day's work in the 
garden to enable the whole family to 
spend some time in' a picnic atmos-
phere. It means a constant choosing 
and changing of plans to enable the 
older members of the household to ap-
preciate the desires of the younger 
ones. Father puts himself in Junior's 
place in order that no one feels left out. 
Not only in scenes of pleasure does 
this spirit of companionship prevail, 
but it also should be present in scenes 
of work. No child likes to work alone. 
Much more is accomplished and with 
much more pleasure if mother assists 
in the household tasks and father aids 
in the outdoor work. Gardens are 
tended, wood is cut, and the ehoresare 
done if father and the boys all work 
together. In this work atmosphere, 
with its accompanying informality, an 
easy avenue of approach is afforded 
for the discussion and the eventual 
solution of many problems of life that 
may have little relationship to the 
work in hand. Here, too, is an oppor-
tunity for expressed appreciation. The 
parent can easily express his appre-
ciation, not only of the work done by 
the children, but also of the pleasure 
of their companionship. 

Ideals are practical. They can be 
carried out. They must be carried out 
if the Christian home is to be a place 
where fair play is seen and appreci-
ated and eventually realized. 

The Christian Home 
(Quotations are from "Ministry of 

Healing.") 

1. WHAT are some of the far-reach-
ing effects of fair play in the home? 

"The restoration and uplifting of 
humanity begins in the home. The 
work of parents underlies every other. 
. . . Out of the heart are 'the issues 
of life;' and the heart of the commu-
nity, of the church, and of the nation, 
is the household."—Page 349. 

2. What important aspects do loy-
alty and fair play have, in the Chris-
tian home? 

"Around every family there is a 
sacred circle that should be kept un-
broken. Within this circle no other 
person has a right to come. Let not 
the husband or the wife permit an-
other to share the confidences that be-
long solely to themselves."—Page 361. 

3. On what basis is the Christian 
home founded? 

"Let each give love rather than ex-
act it. . . . The spirit that Christ 
manifests toward us is the spirit that 
husband and wife are to manifest to-
ward each other."—Page 361. 

4. What plan should be used in the 
arranging of the Christian home? 

"Let the homemakers resolve to live 
on a wiser plan. Let it be your first 
aim to make a pleasant home. Be sure 
to provide the facilities that will 
lighten labor and promote health and 
comfort. Plan for the entertainment 
of the guests whom Christ has bidden 
us welcome. . . Furnish your home 
with things plain and simple, things 
that will bear handling, that can be 
easily kept clean, and that can be 
replaced without great expense."—
Pages 369, 370. 

5. What important part can the 
father play in the Christian home? 

"The father should enforce in his 
family the sterner virtues,—energy, 
integrity, honesty, patience, courage, 
diligence, and practical usefulness. 
And what he requires of his children 
he himself should practice, illustrating 
these virtues in his own manly bearing. 

"But, fathers, do not discourage 
your children. Combine affection with 
authority, kindness and sympathy with 
firm restraint. Give some of your 
leisure hours to your children; become 
acquainted with them; associate with 
them in their work and in their sports, 
and win their confidence. Cultivate 
friendship with them, especially with 
your sons."—Page 391. 

6. What part does the mother play 
in the Christian home? 

"There is a God above, and the light 
and glory from His throne rests upon 
the faithful mother as she tries to edu-
cate her children to resist the influence 
of evil. No other work can equal hers 
in importance. She has not, like the 
artist, to paint a form of beauty upon 
canvas, nor, like the sculptor, to chisel 
it from marble. She has not, like the 
author, to embody a noble thought in 
words of power, nor, like the musician, 
to express a beautiful sentiment in 
melody. It is hers, with the help of 
God, to develop in a hUman soul the 
likeness of the divine."—Pages 377, 
378. 

7. What are the spiritual responsi-
bilities of the Christian home? 

"In the morning before he leaves 
home for his daily labor, let the father 
gather his children about him, and, 
bowing before God, commit them to 
the care of the Father in heaven. 
When the cares of the day are past, 
let the family unite in offering grate-
ful prayer and raising the song of 
praise, in acknowledgment of divine 
care during the day."—Pages 892, 393. 

Some Attractions and Distrac-
' lions of the Modern Home 

Too often, I believe, we take the 
position that some of our modern in-
ventions are inevitable causes of the 
home's decline. The radio, the motion 
picture, the lowering of social stand-
ards, the increased freedom of youth, 
all are frequently cited as insuperable 
obstacles. We seem to be told that all 
homes would be ideal were they placed 
back in the "former days." 

However, we can find these inven-
tions an aid as well as a detriment. 
The radio gives a good chance to 
choose. The better programs are the 
ones to be used. The family, the 
whole family, should be educated to 
choose wisely and with profit. The 
radio programs often offer interesting 
avenues for discussion. Problems of 
ethics and conduct can easily be 
brought forth from a worth-while pro-
gram. The situations and characters 
often can be used as illustrations of 
good or bad conduct. The worth-while 
musical programs can be made the 
basis for excellent cultural progress. 
Those of us who live in the smaller 
places can, nevertheless, have the best 
orchestras and choruses by means of 
these programs. The news commen-
tators enable us to be up to the minute 
on world happenings. We simply 
must choose. 

The automobile can easily be used 
to teach carefulness, consideration, 
and high personal honor. The young 
people of the family should and could 
be shown and taught that driving the 
family ear is a trust 'highly to be 
cherished and not lightly to be disre-
garded. The desires and plans of the 
whole family can well be used as a 
means of teaching consideration. The 
planning for the evening's use of the 
Car can be arranged only after the 
plans of each member of the family 
are considered. The fact that the 
younger members of the household are 
entrusted with the car can be a means 
of their being brought to realize that 
this is a confidence shown in them 
that is worthy of their earnest con-
sideration. Correct social usage 
should be expected and can be realized 
when mixed groups are riding. 

The motion picture does not neces-
sarily mean the motion-pictUre indus-
try or the motion-picture theater. 
Even in our schools and churches we 
find profitable and interesting eve-
nings spent seeing the best in motion 
pictures. The home can be a place to 
make fast the worth-while ideals ex-
pected and developed in the pictures 
shown outside the home. Here again, 
discussion often can be more potent 
than the more formal types of admoni-
tion. What father says in the free 
and easy atmosphere of a family con-
clave generally counts for more than 
a firm preaching tone in a formal way. 

Social standards change. One gen-
eration gives youth freedom almost to 
license. The next generation insists 
that youth be sedate and restrained be-
yond their years. But God's standards 
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do not change. We must use the days 
in which we live as steppingstones to 
the higher plane on which God's ap-
proval rests. Back of all our desires 
for integrity and righteousness are 
correct principles. As the homes of 
Moses, Joseph, and Daniel inculcated 
right principles of true conduct in the 
lives of these men, just sd Christian 
homes can be successful today in estab-
lishing high principles in the youth of 
today. 

sst 
A Positive Program 
(Program for February 11) 

BY C. LESTER BOND 
Sons FOR TODAY: Nos. 64, 60, 51, 37, 

in "Missionary Volunteer Songs." 
OPENING EXERCISES. 
TALK: "The Dos and Don'ts of Re-

ligion." 
TALK: "God's Program Offers Pleas-

ilTe./5  
TALK: "Christianity Intensely Practi-

cal." 
CLOSING EXERCISES. 

Note to Leaders 
We would suggest that at the close 

of this program, a small card and pen-
cil be given to each one present, so that 
he may signify which line of work he 
wishes to follow during the year—the 
Advanced Study and Service League 
or the Master Comrade Class work. 
Then collect these cards before the 
meeting is dismissed. Be sure to or-
ganize your study groups at once, so 
that interest does not have time to lag 
in any way. Purchase "Outline for the 
Advanced Study and Service League," 
price, 15 cents each, through your 
Book and Bible House, for each mem-
ber of the class; or "The Master Com-
rade Manual," price 60 cents each, 
for each prospective Master Comrade. 
Both of these books contain informa-
tion on how to conduct the classwork, 
the textbooks required, the work to be 
aecomplished,ete. Check cards for both 
of these classes and a Master Comrade 
Chart may be obtained through your 
conference M.V. secretary or Book and 
Bible House. It would be best to 
write to your conference M.V. secre-
tary in advance of this program, get-
ting from him details of organization 
and whatever blanks he can send you, 
so that you will be ready to organize 
the interested group immediately. 

The Dos and Don'ts of Religion 
GOD'S entire plan for the human 

family has been of the positive nature. 
He placed man here upon this earth 
and planned for him to be fruitful and 
multiply and replenish the earth and 
find joy and everlasting life in loyalty 
to his Master. Had man always re-
membered the positive side of God's 
plan, there never would have been any 
negation in his experience. This is  

well illustrated with the incident re-
lated in the second chapter of Genesis, 
verse sixteen. "The Lord God com-
manded the man, saying, Of every tree 
of the garden thou mayest freely eat." 
This was the positive side of the com-
mand. And it was only when man be-
came dissatisfied with the positive pro-
gram that the negative command was 
essential and must be applied. 

Even after man disobeyed and failed 
to carry out God's purpose, and the 
death sentence was rendered, God had 
a positive program for his redemption 
and restitution. And so He said to 
the human family, "Repent, and turn 
yourselves from all your transgres-
sions; so iniquity shall not be your 
ruin." Eze. 18:30. And the same 
point is emphasized again in Isaiah 
1:16-38. 

In order to make this positive plan 
effective, God sent His own Son into 
the world to be its Saviour. And when 
Jesus came, He said, "I am come that 
they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly." He 
wants us not merely to live, but to live 
the abundant life, the life that brings 
true satisfaction and enjoyment to the 
heart and that proves a source of edifi-
cation and blessing to others every day. 
Not only did God send Jesus to help 
His children find this abundant life, 
but He gave them His Book for the 
same purpose. (Read Deuteronomy 
6:24.) 

If we obey the command, "Remem-
ber now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth," there will be no inclination in 
our lives to chafe under the restraint 
of the negative command, "Thou shalt 
not make unto thee any graven image, 
. . thou shalt not bow down thyself 
to them, nor serve them;" for we shall 
already be living out the instruction 
of the negative command. We shall 
feel the joy and satisfaction that 
comes into the life through doing, or 
in other words, following the instruc-
tion of the positive command. 

When we enter upon the abundant 
life through repentance and a surren-
der of our hearts to the Lord Jesus, 
He still has a positive program for us, 
and we find Him saying, "Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature." Mark 16:15. And 
to make this more explicit and spe-
cific, the apostle James defines true 
religion thus: "Pure religion and un-
defiled before God and the Father is 
this, To visit the fatherless and widows  

in their affliction, and to keep himself 
unspotted from the world." 

Actually, the only time that a nega-
tive command is ever necessary is when 
we lose sight of the positive,—when we 
fail to carry out the "dos" of religion. 
Sometimes young people complain that 
the church continually says "don't," 
but offers nothing of a positive nature. 
The young person who makes this com-
ment loses sight of the fact that Chris-
tianity is a positive religion and a 
positive program. 

God's Program Offers Pleasure 
WHEN God created the world and 

beautified the work with His hand, He 
did not do it just to be filling space 
or occupying time, but He did it for 
the pleasure of doing something worth 
while. The apostle John said, "Thou 
art worthy, 0 Lord, to receive glory 
and honor and power: for Thou hast 
created all things, and for Thy pleas-
ure they are and were created." Rev. 
4:11. 

Man was created in the image of 
God. Not only is this true of his 
physical frame, but God implanted in 
the heart of man a desire for the 
things that God desired. This was a 
part of God's program. He intended 
that man should find true pleasure in 
living, and that he should really en-
joy life every day. As far as God's 
plan is concerned, it has never been 
changed. (Read Romans 14:17-19.) 
According to the text, the kingdom of 
God is made up of righteousness, and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

Not only did Jesus cane into the 
world to give men life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly, but He 
makes it clear that this abundant life 
is a life of genuine joy. "These things 
have I spoken unto you, that My joy 
might remain in you, and that your 
joy might be full." The only indi-
vidual in all the world who is genu-
inely happy is the true Christian, for 
nothing can bring into the life the 
measure of happiness that follows the 
surrendering of the heart to God, and 
the victory over sin. The psalmist 
recognized this when he was inspired 
to write, "Thou wilt show me the path 
of, life: in Thy presence is fullness of 
joy; at Thy right hand there are pleas-
ures forevermore." And the patriarch 
Job left on record the word, "If they 
obey and serve Him, they shall spend 
their days in prosperity, and their 
years in pleasures." 
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Following the positive program that 
God has outlined for the children of 
men always brings joy and pleasure 
into the life, so that the one who is a 
true Christian may safely follow the 
admonition of the wise man, who said, 
"Rejoice, 0 young man, in thy youth; 
and let thy heart cheer thee in the days 
of thy youth, and walk in the ways of 
thine heart, and in the sight of thine 
eyes: but know thou, that for all these 
things God will bring thee into judg-
ment." The young man or woman who 
is a true Christian and who finds pleas-
ure in serving Christ, can with confi-
dence follow this admonition, and have 
no fear of the judgment, because God's 
ways are made his ways, and his will 
is swallowed up entirely in God's will. 
What a privilege it is to be so closely 
allied with God and His forces of 
righteousness that one may find his 
highest delight and pleasure in being 
good and doing good. 

Christianity Intensely Practical 
CHRISTIANITY is always intensely 

practical, adapting itself to the actual 
experiences of everyday life. The 
church that fails to recognize this 
will fail to accomplish what it should 
for the advancement of God's Work 
and the development of the members 
within the church, especially its youth. 
Recognizing this fact, the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church has provided a posi-
tive program for young people which 
touches all of the actual experiences of 
life—the physical, mental, social, and 
spiritual—and endeavors through this 
means to help its young people to find 
true enjoyment and service in Chris-
tian living. 

This program, known as the Pro-
gressive Class work, is divided into 
two fields of activity. One is the 
Advanced Study and Service League, 
which has to do with the training of 
lay Bible workers and evangelists. The 
other is the Master Comrade work, 
which has to do with the training of 
leadership for youth, especially for 
the Juniors. In recognition of the 
fact that the fourfold development 
referred to above is essential in either 
of these fields, requirements embody-
ing them have been incorporated in 
both classes. 

The Advanced Study and Service 
League is divided into four units of 
work, with certain study and demon-
stration requirements in each of these 
units. If it is entered into heartily,  

the average young person, in connec-
tion with his regular work, would be 
able to complete the requirements of 
this class within a year's time. How-
ever, there is no time limit connected 
with it, and one can work on the re-
quirements in his leisure, find great 
profit in it, and be better qualified to 
conduct cottage meetings, engage in 
other types of personal endeavor (in-
cluding colporteur work), and ulti-
mately hold meetings for the public in 
schoolhouses or halls that might be 
obtained. The General Conference is 
looking forward to the time when 
thousands of young people thus quali-
fied will unite their efforts with those 
of ministers and church officers, and 
thus do a mighty work in helping to 
finish carrying the gospel message to 
all the world in this generation. 

The Master Comrade work has to do 
especially with the training of leaders 
for our Juniors. One of the greatest 
needs in the average church today is 
that of qualified leadership for the 
Junior boys and girls. Juniors can-
not be reached by continual preach-
ing. To save them we must meet 
them on their own ground and help 
them to find through their natural 
tastes and inclinations a fellowship 
with Christ and a realization of the 
fact that He is counting on each one 
of them to enlist in service for Him. 
Therefore, practically all that is con-
tained in the preliminary outline for 
Juniors has been embodied in the 
Master Comrade work. In order to do 
successful work, a Junior superintend-
ent or Senior young person who would 
save the Juniors must be familiar 
with and have a knowledge of these 
things. So we ask the Master Com-
rade to become acquainted with the 
things of nature about him, to qualify 
in practical nursing, to become pro-
ficient as a storyteller, to study ado-
lescent psychology, and above all else 
to become genuinely acquainted with 
God through prayer and Bible study. 
All these activities will be found in-
tensely interesting and profitable by 
all who qualify in them, besides being 
the means of serving and helping 
others. 

In addition to these features named, 
fifty-one Vocational Honor subjects 
aro provided, among which are seven 
in the recreational field. With the 
twelve nature subjects which are avail-
able and these recreational pursuits, it 
is believed that any young person may  

thoroughly satisfy his recreational 
need and find the greatest of pleasure 
through these associations. 

Let us as young people appreciate 
more than ever before the fact that 
God has a positive program for His 
people on earth, and also that the 
church is doing its utmost through the 
medium of these Progressive Classes 
to help each one of us appreciate the 
truth that Christianity is always in-
tensely practical. May we covenant 
together to use the training thus af-
forded in a way that will be a bless-
ing to our fallow youth and help give 
the final message to all the earth. 

Habits, Their Value 
and Their Danger 
(Program for February 18) 

BY E. W. DUNBAR 
OPENING SONG: "Christ in Song," 

No. 67. 
Parfait: That God will help us to 

form right habits in our youth. 
OFFERING. 
SECRETARY'S REPORT. 
SPECIAL MUSIC. 
INTRODUCTION. 
BIBLE STUDY: "Habits, Good or Bad." 
TALK: "Importance of Right Habits." 
TALK: "A Self-Wrought Chain," p. 28. 
EXPERIENCE: "Snared Into Sinful 

Habits." (See p. 27.) 
TALK: "Valuable or Dangerous I" 
TALK: "It's Up to Youth." 
POEM: "Help Yourself to Health." 
CLOSING SONG: "Christ in Song," No. 

628. 
Notes to Leaders 

By the schedule given in the Decem-
ber GAZETTE, you will note that this 
program is the first of a series of 
programs throughout 1939 on health 
and temperance. 

Habits which lead to intemperance 
and ill-health are extremely dangerous, 
and the opposite are valuable in pro-
portion. Urge your young people 
seriously to cultivate the valuable 
habits. 

Introduction 
IT is no small, matter, this forma-

tion and evaluation of habits. Nearly 
everybody feels instinctively that it is 
right to do right, and wrong to do 
wrong. The difficulty comes when we 
make discoveries that certain habits 
and tendencies in our life are decidedly 
wrong and that we are quite definitely 
subject to these habits. The knowl-
edge of what is right and what is 
wrong is not inborn,—it must be 
learned. 

A darkened mind (and, sadly—
many are dark) can never be trusted 
to say or be certain that a thing is 
right or wrong. The mind must be 
made sensitive to right and wrong 
by a knowledge of God and His ways. 
Only as we obey God willingly and 
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gladly is the soul's vision made clear. 
Often we hear the expression: "I 

can't help it. I was made that 
way l" We cannot help the unique-
ness of our native endowment or 
natural characteristics which come 
through our heredity, but we can help 
the 'character we develop. We can 
find the best standards; we can fol-
low Jesus in doing right as dis-
tinguished from wrong. We cannot 
choose our heredity, but we can re-
fine the talents and powers which God 
has given us. 

Habit, with its power and force 
may be made to serve us in our striv-
ing for character. 

Habits, Good or Bad 
Jame 4:34. Jesus' habits. 
Psalms 16:8. David's habits—his 

strength. 
Psalms 119:29, 30; Ephesians 4: 

25. The habit of dishonesty. 
Psalms 19:14. The habit of good 

words. 
Exodus 5:9 (last part). Hate the 

bad-language habit. 
Romans 12:21. Overcome evil with 

good. 
Philippians 4:8. The importance 

of right mental habits. 

Importance of Right Habits 
YOUNG people who will put up a 

fight against evil habits are training 
their character for real Christian serv-
ice. Those young people who will not 
fight for the right, but bow down to 
evil habits, are weaving a life web 
of poor materials, which will some-
day be torn asunder. 

(Read "Messages," page 212, "The 
Web of Destiny.") 

"The old palimpsests were material 
from which the first writings had 
been erased in order that fresh writ-
ing might he inscribed thereon. But 
none was ever so thoroughly erased 
that some of the old characters did 
not show up in the lapse of time, or 
under certain treatments or condi-
tions. So it is with human souls. 
What is first written on them by habit 
and will, may be wiped out and re-. 
placed by better things. But the boys 
and girls who allow their earliest 
years to contain evil and forbidden 
words and records must expect a hard 
fight to erase them, and an appear-
ance of the old evil now and then 
when least expected. How much bet-
ter to keep a clean page that needs 
no rewriting." 

It was Judas' habit to be dishonest 
with the Lord's money. He wanted 
to be honest, but never made the 
definite choice on the side of right 
and honesty. His own evil habit 
finally drove him to self-murder. 

A young man, leaving his home for 
his first year in the university, prom-
ised his Christian mother, who was 
very anxious that her son's habits 
should always be clean, "No, mother, 
I will never form the tobacco habit." 
When next he saw his mother, a few 
months later, he was smoking an  

occasional cigarette. He assured her, 
"Never fear, mother; when I find my- 
self getting to the place where I can-
not get along without cigarettes, then 
I will quit." What a foolish thing 
to say! He has long since passed 
the place where he cannot get along 
without tobacco, and probably never-
more will he he able to write with a 
steady, unshaking hand. 
"The habits you form in youth, my lad, 

Will growwith your growth till, at 

Whether good or ill, they will form a 
chain 

That will bind and bold you fast. 
"For habits are but a growth, my lad, 

A little bit, day by day ; 
A thought, a word, a deed, and, lo, 

A habit has come to stay." 
"A story is told of a scholar who 

had a carpenter living on one side 
of him and a blacksmith on the other 
side. The scholar complained that 
the noise these neighbors made dis- 
turbed his thoughts, and he paid theirs 
both to move. They moved. 

"The next day the scholar was an- 
noyed by the same sounds. He dis- 
covered that the two had exchanged 
places, the carpenter occupying the 
blacksmith shop and the blacksmith 
the carpenter shop. The scholar had 
been concerned about those who 
moved out, but he had not taken 
the trouble to see who was moving in. 

"Often our attempts to change our 
habits are like this man's attempt to 
get rid of the neighbors who dis- 
turbed him. Cultivating good habits 
assures freedom from bad habits. 
Filling the mind with beautiful 
thoughts crowds out the impure 
thoughts." 

Let us begin this week to form 
good habits: good reading, no movie 
theaters, good language, honesty, 
temperance in eating or drinking and 
working. Have your habits fighting 
for you, not against you. And re- 
member that the chains of habit are 
too weak to be felt till they are too 
strong to be broken. A habit, good 
or bad, is like a stone that a child 
might roll from a mountaintop, but 
that a giant could not stop. 
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Help Yourself to Health 
THERE'S ninny a man in our land who 

thinks he's wondrous wise, 
Ire spends his health in gaining wealth 

until he nearly dies; 
And when he sees his health is gone, 

with all his might and main, 
He spends his wealth regaining health 

and starts all o'er again. 
We're glad to know of other folk,—we 

call them truly wise, 
They plan their lives to save their health ; 

it's precious in their eyes. 
They aim to eat and drink and dress. 

and work and exercise 
In harmony with nature's laws,—Ill-

health to minimize. 
Poor foolish folk who squander life and 

health and worth-while things, 
What use to us is wealth or fame when 

health has taken wings? 
So let us help ourselves to health, with 

all our might and main, 
And by the way we eat and drink, a 

wiser way proclaim. 
—Martha W. 	r. 

Valuable or Dangerous? 
Your Health Habits 

SELDOM does one actually "lose 
one's health." It is usually thrown 
away. By this . we mean that when 
health slips away before one is aware 
of it, the loss is often to be charged 
to neglect or lack of personal health 
consideration. Nature often allows 
one to go on for a long time, wasting 
health and dissipating one's health 
assets. She gives warning signs of 
impending disaster, but these are' 
often disregarded or misinterpreted. 

If you own a business, you keep 
books, and every so often you ask 
for an accounting. The modern sys-
tem of bookkeeping makes it rather 
hard to get away with accounts that 
do not balance. And when a loss or 
a leak is found in time, it can usually 
be stopped. Well, do you keep books 
on your health/ Is something un-
dermining your health account, or 
are you throwing your health fortune 
away? 

You hoar the boasting fellow who 
says boldly, "Nothing makes Inc sick." 
Yes, sir, he's the boy who adds the 

• life to night life, and says he is as 
clear as a bell at 8 a.m., ready for 
work. He's the fellow who can gorge 
so at the table as to make an ostrich 
look sick watching him eat. 

He's the one who says, "The doc-
tors don't know anything. Look at 
me, boys; I am full of pep, and I 
pay no attention to fool rules." 

This little boaster is usually 
young, or one on whom kind Mother 
Nature is indulgently smiling—tem-
porarily. She hopes he'll learn better 
later, and when a little wiser, will 
tone down a bit and live a sane, peace-
ful life. But if he persists in his 
ways, she will lose patience, and exact 
payment as the price of folly. 

Nearly every one starts out in life 
with a great treasure of health. We 
carry it with us all the time. Some 
toss it out rather prodigally at first, 
but common sense counsels that we 
conserve it as we get, on in years. 
As age increases, the health reserves 
should be saved as much as possible, 
and even added to, instead of being 
spent with lavish thoughtlessness. 
One should live regularly, eat, sleep, 
work, and play regularly. One should 
exercise, get plenty of fresh air and 
sunshine, and take a long vacation 
every year in the out-of-doors. 
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It is reasonable to presume that 
health is like every other commodity, 

the more you spend, the less you 
have, unless you have an effective 
way of adding to your store, or re-
newing it when necessary. 

If you are careless with your health 
assets in earlier years, you will be 
short when you need them moat. 

There will come a time when your 
body is undergoing stress, when a lit• 
tie extra health savings account will 
come in very handy. It's justifiable 
to be miserly in having health, so that 
old Age may be provided for, an old 
age with sound teeth, good wind, red 
cheeks, bright eyes, and a hearty 
laugh. 

Old age is generally dreaded, be• 
cause it is often the end of a poorly 
managed business. Life, in such in-
stances, started out with a great 
spending of a seemingly inexhaustible 
fortune. it ends in a sharp shortage 
when resources are most needed. 

Just because your body seems to 
stand all sorts of abuse and your 
health does not go bankrupt all at 
once, it does not follow that you will 
not sooner or later have to pay your 
creditor, Mother Nature. 

There is only one real asset in this 
world, and that is your health. You 
can't lose it if you are careful. Take 
care of it, check up now and then. 
You have everything in your favor. 
You have only to eat right, sleep 
sufficiently, work enough, and play 
well, and you need not worry about 
high blood pressure, heart disease, 
pneumonia, tuberculosis, diabetes, or 
any- other of those ills so common to 
humanity. 

Don't throw away your health for-
tune. It is valuable; it is the key 
to all success and happiness. Noth-
ing else is worth while without it. 
Save it, protect it, renew it, and use 
it when needed, but don't waste it.—
Merman N. Sundaes, M.D. 

It's Up to Youth 

Aid. the windows are open in the 
house of youth. Air blows in from 
every quarter •of the horizon. The 
freedom and privileges of youth are 
wide and beautiful, and the pathways 
diverging out to the far future are 
very alluring. The dashing spirit of 
adventure will determine not a few 
of the choices made by youth. Of 
all the periods of the life cycle, youth  

is' precisely the one which cannot 
afford to be thoughtless, just because 
it is the period of decision. Whether 
decisions are made casually, with all 
available facts before the mind, or 
reached by impulse, they are deci• 
Mons, and they make or mar the 
career. 

The highway of gaiety and 
diligence at times looks as though it 
were built and paved for youthful 
feet. Certainly they throng it. In 
this meeting we aro endeavoring to 
set up a stop light in the midst of 
it. We seek to arrest the attention 
and •direct it upon the undisputed 
fact of the dangers of habit forming. 

We agree that right physical 
habits promote mental superiority. 
We also know that intellectual power, 
physical stamina, and length of life 
depend upon immutable laws. We go 
so far us to believe that nature's Clod 
will not interfere to preserve man 
from the consequences of violating 
nature's requirements. Seventh-day 
Adventist young people who aro striv-
ing for the mastery of themselves 
must be temperate in all things. 
Think for a moment of the Hebrew 
captives in Babylon. They were men 
of similar appetites and desires to 
ours. Placed right in the midst of 
the seductive influences of the 
luxurious courts of Babylon, they 
stood firm. Surely, we today are sur-
rounded with every allurement to self• 
indulgence. Especially in our large 
cities every form of. indulgence is 
made easy and inviting. Young peo-
ple in particular, unsupported by per-
sonal observation and indisposed to 
give a thorough study-  to a thing, are 
exposed to skillful propaganda to 
entice them into such habits as the 
tobacco and beverage-alcohol habits. 
Sometimes we interpret conflicting 
voices as giving us license to indulge 
the impulse of the moment. 

We must remember that God is de-
pending upon His youth. Destiny 
goes with them. As they go, the 
church goes. As they go, the coun-
try goes. By following the example 
of the Hebrew captives, of not de-
filing themselves, the youth will reap 
the pleasant reward of temperate 
habits. With their greater physical 
stamina and increased power of en-
durance, they will have a bank de-
posit upon which to draw in case of 
emergency. There is much real ster-
ling Until in the adage, "Every man  

is the architect of his own fortune." 
While it is true-that the home is, 

to a large extent, responsible for 
the stamp of character as well us for 
the education and training of its WWI 
and daughters, it is still true that 
their position and usefulness in the 
world depend to a great degree upon 
their own course of action. It le true 
that Daniel and his companions were 
men of high training and education 
in early life. Would these advan-
tages alone have made them all that 
they were/ The time came when they 
were called upon to act for them-
selves,—when their future depended 
upon their own course. It was then 
that they decided to be true to the 
lessons which they had learned in 
early childhood. The fear of God, 
which is the beginning of wisdom, 
was the foundation of their greatness. 
The record of the faithfulness of 
these men has been recorded in the 
Inspired Word for our blessing today. 
It is this faithfulness to the prin-
ciples of temperance which speaks to 
young men and young women today, 
bidding them to gather up the pre-
cious rays of light that have been 
given to them on this subject, and to 
place themselves in the'right relation 
to the laws of health. 

The only living es-President of the 
United States, Mr. Herbert Hoover, 
said: "We in America are far behind 
what a national conscience should de-
mand for the public protection of 
our children. There is no agency in 
the world that is so seriously affect-
ing the health, efficiency, education, 
and character of boys and girls as 
the cigarette habit; yet very little at-
tention is being paid to it. Nearly 
every delinquent boy is a cigarette 
smoker, which certainly has much to 
do with his being delinquent. Ciga-
rettes are a source of crime. To neg-
lect crime at its source is a short-
sighted policy, unworthy of a nation 
of our intelligence." 

A noted sports writer said: "For 
eighteen years I have been covering 
all forms of sports for newspapers. 
Smoking by the young brings- a dou-
ble burden to carry—a burden both 
physical and mental. Those who do 
not smoke, but keep in clean training 
have far more energy, much greater 
stamina, and much better control of 
their nerves. Under twenty-five years 
of age they are developing mentally 
and physically, and if this develop• 
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ment is hampered by smoking, the 
loss can hardly be made up later on. 
Intemperance has little chance in red-
blooded competition against temper-
ance." 

May the Lord guide us in perfect-
ing pure and unspoiled characters 
and sound physical health. 

A Health Creed 
Tire Body Is the Temple of the 

Soul; Therefore— 

I WILL keep my body clean within and 
without. 

I will breathe pure air, and I will live in 
the sunlight. 

I will do no act that might endanger the 
health of others. 

I will try to learn and practice the rules 
for healthful living. 

I will work and rest and play at the 
right time and in the right way, so 
that my mind will be strong and my 
body healthy, and so that I will lead a 
useful life and be an honor to my 
Maker, my parents, my friends, and 
my country. 

—Missionary Leader. 

9PS 

The Law of Liberty 
(Program for February 25) 

BY C. T. EVERSON 

OPENING SONG: "Give Me the Bible." 
(Songs today are listed in "Mis- 
sionary Volunteer Songs.") 

SCRIPTURE: Ex. 20:1-17. 
PRAYER. 
SECRETARY'S REPORT. 
MISSIONARY REPORTS. 
BAND REPORTS. 
DUET: "Living for Jesus." 
TALK: "The Law of Liberty." 
TALK: "Those Who Keep God's Law." 
Talc: "In Christ." 
CLOSING SONG: "True-Hearted, Whole- 

Hearted." 
BENEDICTION. 

Note to Leaders 
In this second program in the 

series on the Bible, we are endeavor-
ing to make clear the divine origin 
and purpose of the law of liberty as 
evinced in the statements and lives 
of the best thinkers through the ages. 

The Law of Liberty 
Some years before Abraham Lin-

coln went to Washington as Presi-
dent of the United States, he ad-
dressed a company of young people in 
a church in Springfield, Illinois. 

He had made a special study of 
the leading religions of the world, 
especially with the thought in mind 
of ascertaining what was the founda-
tion stone upon which each was built. 
He presented to this group of young 
people what he found to be the out-
standing law of each religion, sum-
ming up the results of his study by 
giving his conclusion about the Chris-
tian religion and its fundamental law. 

In his comprehensive and logical 
analysis of matters, he gives us this 
truly remarkable statement about the  

ten commandments, the law of the 
Christian religion. He said: "It 
seems to me that nothing short of 
infinite wisdom could by any possi-
bility have devised and given to - man 
this excellent and perfect moral code. 
It is suited to men in all conditions 
of life, and includes all the duties 
they owe to their Creator, to them-
selves, and to their fellow men." 

Abraham Lincoln is recognized as 
one of the clearest thinkers that the 
world has produced; and the above 
quotation is characteristic of some of 
his best thinking. 

I heard former Senator James 
Reed of Missouri say that "the ten 
commandments contain within them 
all there is of morals and civil gov-
ernment." 

William J. Bryan stated the same 
truth in the following striking lan-
guage: "Sinai is inseparably con-
nected with the ten commandments 
given by the Almighty for the in-
struction of the children of Israel, but 
now the foundation of law for the 
civilized world. Like the Lord's 
prayer, the commandments give us a 
wonderful illustration of the power 
of condensation. A few words cover 
all of the important relations of life." 

Mr. Bryan said that Sinai is in-
separably connected with the ten 
commandments. Some one has said 
that Sinai was the highest and great-
est pulpit in all history, for from 
it God proclaimed the ten command-
ments. The giving of the ten com-
mandments from the top of Mt. 
Sinai is one of the outstanding events 
of all time. 

Moses in the fourth chapter of 
Deuteronomy called attention to the 
nature of the event. (Read verses 
12, 13.) 

In Exodus Moses further empha-
sized the importance of the occa-
sion. (Read Exodus 32;16; 31:18.) 

How tremendous was this occa-
sion on which the law was given can 
be seen by reading Deuteronomy 4: 
32, 33. (Read.) Or, as Moffatt 
translated it: "Ask the days of old, 
ere ever you were born, ask if any-
thing as great has ever happened or 
been heard of, from one end of the 
world to another, ever since the day 
that God made man upon earth." 

An event of such outstanding im-
portance, eclipsing anything that had 
ever happened upon earth, surely 
ought to impress us with the great 
value attached to the ten command-
ments by Heaven. It is the only. 
writing of which we have any record 
that God Himself ever executed per-
sonally for the benefit of mankind. 

Robert Dollar, the founder of the 
great Dollar Line of steamships 
found on every sea, said, shortly be-
fore he died not long ago at the ripe 
old age of over eighty-eight years: 
"Work keeps a man in good health, 
and when a man has good health he 
keeps at work. That's perpetual mo-
tion, isn't it? My rule for long life 
is moderation in all things. I eat  

less in one day now than I did in 
early life at ono meal. Clean habits, 
clean thoughts, plenty of exercise, 
fresh air and sunshine and plenty 
of work, and last but most important, 
fear God and keep His command-
ments." These are the things that 
made Robert Dollar great. If you 
are aspiring to become exceptionally 
useful in this world, do not forget 
the most important of all of Cap-
tain Dollar's recommendations: "Fear 
God and keep His commandments." 

This recommendation that Captain 
Dollar hold as the most important of 
all he made for gaining success, is 
taken from the writings of the wise 
man of the Bible, Solomon. To Solo-
mon the Lord said, "Lo, I have given 
thee a wise and an understanding 
heart; so that there was none like 
thee before thee, neither after thee 
shall any arise like unto thee." 
Kings 3:12. Solomon outdistanced 
every other man along the road of 
wisdom. He climbed to the pinnacle 
of architectural greatness. The tem-
ple of Solomon transcended all 
earthly structures for grandeur. His 
riches were so great that he made 
silver as plentiful in Jerusalem "as 
stones." 2 Chron. 9:27. His throne 
was of ivory overlaid with gold. 
Twelve massive lions studded with 
precious stones graced the steps lead-
ing up to it. The most dainty and 
appetizing foods gathered from far 
and near covered his table. He had 
everything that man's heart could 
possibly crave. 

But when he summed up the re-
sults of his long life's experience, he 
did not place any of his achieve-
ments as the outstanding thing to be 
desired. He summed it all up in 
those inspired words from which Cap-
tain Dollar quoted: "Let us hear the 
conclusion of the whole matter: Pear 
God, and keep His commandments: 
for this is the whole duty of man." 
Eccl. 12:13. In the estimation of 
the wisest man of the ages, Solomon, 
there is nothing that equals fearing 
God and keeping His commandments 
for real peace and contentment in 
this world, and a passport to the 
world to come. 

When we see what a mighty appeal 
the law of God made to the wisest 
of men, we are again reminded of 
the words of Lincoln: "Nothing 
short of infinite wisdom could by 
any possibility have devised and 
given to man this excellent and per-
fect moral code." 

And the apostle Paul, perhaps the 
greatest Christian the world has ever 
known except Christ Himself, put the 
law in the same exalted place in 
which Solomon placed it, and in al-
most the same language. In 1 Co-
rinthians 7:19 we read: "Circum-
cision is nothing, and uneircumeision 
is nothing, but the keeping of the 
commandments of God." To make 
the meaning of the text more appar-
ent, let us read Goodspeed's transla-
tion of this verse: "Being circum- 
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cised or being uncircumcised does not 
make any difference; all that matters 
is keeping God's commands." Or as 
Weymouth puts it, "Circumcision is 
nothing, and uncircumeision is noth-
ing: obedience to God's command-
ments is everything!' 

Solomon said that the conclusion of 
the whole matter of life is to keep 
the commandments of God. And 
Paul says what amounts to the same 
thing: "Obedience to God's com-
mandments is everything." Between, 
as it were, these two outstanding char-
acters of the Bible, Solomon of the 
Old Testament, and Paul of the New, 
stands Jesus Christ Himself, uphold-
ing God's law in the strongest pos-
sible language. Matthew 5:18: "For 
verily I say unto you, Till heaven 
and earth pass, one jot or ono tittle 
shall in no wise pass from the, law, 
till all be fulfilled." Putting the 
verse in more modern language, we 
read it as translated by Goodspeed: 
"For I tell. you, as long as heaven 
and earth endure, not ono dotting of 
an 'i' or crossing of a 't' will be 
dropped from the law until it is all 
observed." As we read the law and 
ponder over the statement of Christ, 
we can see how firmly established is 
the law of God. Not even the dot 
over an '‘i." can ever be lost, or the 
crossing of a "t" ever be removed. 
It is easier for heaven and earth to 
pass away than for one dotting over 
an "i" to be lost from the law of 
God. 

Those Who Keep God's Law 
BUT the most encouraging part of 

Christ's statement in Matthew 5:18 
is that regarding the reward that 
comes to the one who keeps God's law. 

(Read Matthew 5:19.) The per-
son that will keep God's command-
ments and teach others to do the 
same, shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. Or, as Good-
speed translates it: "Any one who 
observes them and teaches others to 
do so will be ranked high in the 
kingdom of heaven." 

There is never any question in all 
the Bible about the value of keeping 
God's law as a moans of basking in 
the favor of the Most High. Nor 
does there ever arise anywhere in 
Holy Writ any question about 
Whether the law should be kept. The 
law given by God Himself directly 
to man cannot be put into question. 
It was not given like other Scripture 
through the prophets and human in-
strumentalities, but God spoke di-
rectly to men with His own voice, 
and wrote the law personally with 
His own finger, making it the most 
direct instruction that God could pos-
sibly give. So the question about the 
law never hinged on whether God in-
tended man to keep the law, but only 
on how man could keep such a God-
inspired law. 

Paul expressed man's feeling about 
the law quite fully when he wrote, in 
Romans 7:14, "We know that the  

law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold 
under sin." 

The trouble is never with the law, 
but the trouble is always with man. 
As Paul said in the eighteenth verse, 
"To will is present with me; but 
how to perform that which is good 
I find not." Even when man sees 
no way out of his helpless condition, 
he still will admit, "If then I do that 
which I would not, I consent unto 
the law that it is good." No matter 
how low man may fall, he still con-
sents in his own mind to the Bible 
teaching that the man who follows 
the ten commandments has found "the 
better part" in life. 

Clear through the Bible up to the 
last page, the keeping of the com-
mandments is recognized as the whole 
duty of man. 

On the very last page of the Holy 
Book, we read: "Blessed ,are they 
that do His commandments, that they 
may have right to the tree of life, 
and may enter in through the gates 
into the city." Rev. 22:14. 

In Christ 
BUT the Bible does not place be-

fore us the law of God and the need 
of keeping it, and then allow us to 
sink into despair as we see how help-
less we are to follow its exalted teach-
ing. No one has so fully described 
man's struggle in trying to keep the 
law and recorded his failures so faith-
fully as has the apostle Paul. He also 
has in a beautiful and clear manner 
pointed out the remedy. He paints a 
picture of man that all admit is true. 
If they do not admit it openly, at 
least they admit it to themselves. 
"That which I do I allow not: for 
what I would, that do' I not; but 
what I hate, that do I." Rom. 7:15. 

Then he describes the desperation 
that sweeps over man struggling to 
do what he knows is right. "0 
wretched man that I am! who shall 
deliver me from the body of this 
death?" He sees that man is hope-
lessly lost if some change is not forth-
coming. What is the change that 
he sees is absolutely necessary? Is 
it a change that will drive the law 
out of the program? No, it is not 
with the law that he can find fault, 
for "the law is spiritual." It is not 
the spiritual things that he wants to 
eliminate from his life, for "to 
bo spiritually-minded is life and 
peace." Rom. 8:6. But it is sin that 
needs to be eradicated from the life. 
"Now if I do that I would not, it is 
no more I that do it, but sin that 
dwelleth in me." Rom. 7:20. There 
is no one who can cope successfully 
with sin but Jesus Christ. "There is 
therefore now no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus." 

Paul there struck a triumphant 
note, "The law of the Spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus hath made me free 
from the law of sin." Freedom from 
the power of sin is just what Paul 
has been longing for, and he finds it 
in Christ. It is not freedom from  

keeping the law of God, but freedom 
from sin which is the breaking of 
God's law that Paul has found in 
Christ Jesus. 

In Romans 8:3 Paul admitted that 
the law was helpless to aid him in his 
struggles. The law is weak through 
the flesh. It is not the law that is 
weak, but the flesh. 

Let us take an example. Here is 
a beautiful, new, sharp ax, and it 
is especially bought to chop down a 
tree back of the house. The ax is 
put into the hands of a baby two 
years old, and he is asked to chop 
down the tree. But no progress is 
made in felling the tree. The trou-
ble is not with the ax, for it is a 
bright, new ax, but the ax is weak 
through the flesh, for the baby cannot 
wield it. Put the ax into the hands 
of a brawny wood chopper, and the 
tree is soon felled. So the law is 
weak through the flesh. The law is 
the same perfect law that it always 
has been since God made it, but man's 
flesh is weak. So the law is weak 
through the flesh. 

But while the law is handicapped 
through the weakness of man, God 
has sent man help in the person of 
His Son. Jesus has the power to 
condemn not the law, but "sin in the 
flesh." And by condemning sin in 
the flesh He furnishes us with the 
power "that the righteousness of the 
law might be fulfilled in us, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit." Rom. 8:3, 4. 

When man no longer walks after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit, the 
righteousness of the law is fulfilled 
in him by Jesus Christ Himself liv-
ing His life within him. As Paul 
stated in Galatians 2:20, "Christ liv-
eth in me," and when Christ liveth 
in us "the requirement of the law 
might be fully met in our case." 
Rom. 8:4, Goodspeed. 

Some years ago there was standing 
in a coal office on West Madison 
Street, Chicago, a man looking at a 
bundle of five hundred dollars in 
bills, lying on the counter. The man 
who owned the money was telephon-
ing in a booth, and bad forgotten to 
take care of the money. When he 
came out and saw the stranger, and 
the money on the counter, he turned 
pale, but was thankful that this was 
an honest man in the office looking 
at the roll of bills.. Re little knew 
that this man had been one of the 
greatest robbers this country has ever 
known. He had been in prison in 
almost every State in the Union. He 
had spent the best part of forty years 
serving time. He stole in prison as 
well as out. While he was in prison, 
on one occasion a farmer sold sixty-
two chickens to the warden of the 
prison for Thanksgiving. When the 
warden counted them, he found there 
were. only sixty. The farmer con-
tended there were sixty-two, for both 
he and his wife had counted them 
twice. This prisoner, while the 
farmer was delivering the chickens, 
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slyly pushed two of them under a 
bushel basket right under the eye of 
both the warden and the farmer, and 
had them for dinner the next day. 
He had stolen so much that lie could 
not find a city in which to remain, 
overnight. As soon as the police 
heard he was in town, they hurried 
him out. The police hunted him 
down so fiercely that he did not know 
where to go. He became so worried 
and worn out that he slipped into the 
Pacific Garden Mission for a short 
breathing spell from the officers. 
While there he heard men who had 
once led criminal lives give their testi-
mony of how wonderfully Christ had 
saved them. He became impressed, 
and when the call was made, he went 
forward and gave his heart to Christ. 
He was converted in a mission that 
was only two blocks from where he 
had cracked a safe and stolen $20,000. 

As soon as he 'gave his heart to 
Christ, he went to work at a very 
humble job as a janitor in a down-
town building in Chicago. Before 
he was converted, he would not work, 
even in prison, if he could possibly 
avoid it. But when Christ came into 
his life, he was willing to do the 
hardest kind of work as long as it 
was honest. It was while working 
as a janitor for a large office build-
ing that he came into the coal office 
and saw the roll of bills lying on the 
counter, and the man that owned the 
money away telephoning. But Christ 
was so fully enthroned in his life that 
the hand that could not resist steal-
ing before his conversion was now 
absolutely in the control of the Mas-
ter of all things. 

If Christ can take a man who has 
for many years been breaking the 
eighth commandment, and control his 
life so that this commandment is 
fully lived out in his life, He can 
live out all the ten commandments 
in the life of the person who is will-
ing to invite Him in to take com-
plete charge of his life. 

So in Christ the law of the ten 
commandments is not a yoke of 
bondage, but it is the law of liberty 
(James 2:12), for it sets us free 
from the law of sin and death. 

Ten Minutes With Your Bible 
Keep the Commandments 

Question.--ON what is eternal life 
conditioned? 

Answor.—"If thou wilt enter into life, 
keep the commandments." Matt. 19 .17. 

Ques.—Ilow many commandments 
should we keep? 

Ans.—"Then shall I not be ashamed, 
when I have respect unto all Thy com-
mandments." Ps. 119 :6. 

pugs.—Hew long will the law endure? 
Ans.—"Till heaven and earth pass, one 

jot or one tittle shall in nowise pass 
from the law, till all be fulfilled." Matt. 
5.18. 

Ques.—Of how much is he guilty who 
breaks but one commandment? 

Ans.—"For whosoever shall keep the 
whole law, and yet offend in one point, 
he is guilty of all." James 2 :10. 

Quas—Who are called "blessed"? 
A ns.—"Blessed are they that do Ills 

commandments." Rev. 22 :14. 
—Canadian Watohrnan. 

Playing Fair With Our 
Family 

(Program for February 4) 
BY LEO THIEL 

OPENING SONG: "No. 233 in "Christ in 
Song." 

PRAYER. 
SCRIPTURE LESSON. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
SYMPOSIUM: "Children and the Home." 
Pont: "Mother, Home, Heaven." 
TALK: "Ideals in the Christian Home," 

(see p. 16). 
TALK: "The Home a Partnership." 
CLOSING EXERCISES. 

Mother, Home, Heaven 
THREE} words fall sweetly on my soul 

As music from an angel's lyre, 
That bid my spirit spurn control 

And upward to its source aspire ; 
The sweetest sounds to mortals given 
Are heard in mother, home, and heaven. 
Dear mother! neer shall I forget 

Thy brow, thine eye, thy pleasant smile 
Though in the sea of death hath set 

Thy star of life, my guide awhile, 
Oh, never shall thy form depart 
From the bright pictures in my heart, 
And like a bird that from the flowers, 

Wing-weary seeks her wonted nest, 
My spirit, e'en in manhood's hours, 

Turns back in childhood's home to rest, 
The cottage, garden, hill, and stream, 
Still linger like a pleasant dream. 
And while to one engulfing grave 

By Time's swift tide we're driven, 
flow sweet the thought that every wave 

But bears us nearer heaven 
There we shall meet, when time is o'er 
In that blest home, to part no more. 

—Brown. 

Children and the Home 
(Quotations are from "Ministry of 

Dealing.") 
1. WHAT part do children have in 

the home? 
"Children as well as parents have 

important duties in the home. They 
should be taught that they are a part 
of the home firm."—Page 394. 

2. How does God regard children 
and youth? 

"The children and youth, with their 
fresh talent, energy, and courage, . . 
are loved of god, and He desires to 
bring them into harmony with divine 
agencies."—Page 395. 

3. Do children always appreciate 
the care their parents give them? 

"Children are sometimes tempted to 
chafe under restraint; but in after-
life they will bless their parents for 
the faithful care and strict watchful-
ness that guarded and guided them in 
their years of inexperience."—Page 
394. 

4. How should home and mother ap-
peal to the children? 

"The home should be to the children 
the most attractive place in the world, 
and the mother's presence should be its 
greatest attraction."—Page 388. 

I 
5. What depends on home influ-

ences? 
"The well-being of society, the suc-

cess of the church, the prosperity of 
the nation, depend upon home in-
fluences."—Page 349. 

6. How did Jesus spend His early 
years? 

"The importance and the oppor-
tunities of the home life are illus-
trated in the life of Jesus. He . . . 
spent thirty years as a member of the 
household at Nazareth.. . He lived 
as one of us, sharing the home life, 
submitting to its discipline, perform-
ing its duties, bearing its burdens."—
Page 349. 

The Home a Partnership 
THE real home is a partnership. 

The parents are the older members of 
the firm. But none the less important 
are the junior, or younger, members of 
the organization. 

In every well-regulated business 
there must be a clear understanding 
of what each one is to do. One man 
is in charge of the advertising. An-
other man is in charge of the buying. 
Some one else sees that the store or 
firm is always clean and well cared for. 
Some one else attends to the lighting 
and the heat. 

But in this same business there are 
times when one man's ideas are not 
enough. There are meetings of all the 
members of the firm. Bach man's 
ideas are presented and considered. 
Finally some decision is made that 
seems best to all present. 

The home has many resemblances to 
the successful firm. Father and 
mother are the older members of the 
partnership. Their experience and 
wisdom count for a great deal. Their 
plans and advice should be carefully 
considered. The younger members are 
not unimportant simply because they 
are young. They, too, have a part to 
play. 

Tho wise man suggests that it is 
good for children and youth to bear 
burdens. The younger partners of the 
family firm can early begin to show 
that they are partners. The boys can 
tend the chickens, feed the goats, and 
if somewhat older they can learn to 
milk the cow. The girls can help 
mother with the housework, wash 
dishes, sweep and dust, and be gener-
ally mother's little helpers. 

untor meetings 
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Even our boys and girls who live on 
crowded city streets can prove them-
selves helpful. By being careful in 
crossing streets, by returning home 
when they are supposed to be at home, 
by caring for brother or sister, and by 
being always helpful and sweet, it in 
possible for boys and girls to show 
that they truly are members of the 
household firm. They can be partners 
with father and mother and also be 
fellow servants of the Master. 

tV 

Why I Want to Be a 
Companion 

(Program for February 11) 

UY BELLE Y. MAYS 

01-KNING SONO: "Do Your Bit," No. 
84 in "Missionary Volunteer Songs." 

PRAYER. 
SECRETARY'S REPORT. 
MISSIONARY Bennet. 
OPPERTORY. 
TALKS AND DEMONSTRATIONS. (Soo 

"Notes to Superintendents.") 
CLOSING SONO: No. 24 in "Missionary 

Volunteer Songs." 
BRNED1CTION. 

Notes to Superintendents 
Place the following outline on the 

blackboard or on a largo sheet of 
cardboard. As each part is given, a 
symbol of the part may be placed 
after it; for example, a bluebird 
sticker or picture after No. 1. 

COMPANION RECORD 
Name. OM in the name of the sorely.) 

ItINIIIRNMENTS 
1. liars. A VOCATIONAL 11050K. 

Talk : "Bird Study." 
2. AISHonT WORK. 

Repeat the names of the books of 
the Bible, Matt. 5:1.12, and itev. 
14:642. 

S. Biwa YEAR. 
Poem: "The Better Land." 

4. HAIM A JUNIOR BEADING COURSE CDR- 
TIVICATID. 

Talk: The Little Wolf." 
a HAW) A CHRISTIAN HELP CHRTIPICATL 

Talk: "A Good Turn." 
(I. Pinar AID. 

Neckerchief Drill. 
7. NATURE 

Talk: "God's Neon Signs" • 
Be we to organise a Companion Class 

today. if you have Vrienda rends for the 
work. Write your conference :H. V. ',sc- 
rewy for details and suggestions oil 
organization. 

Bird Study 
A VOCATIONAL HONOR may be ob-

tained in any one of a number of 
subjects. One of the most interest. 
ing studies, however, is that of birds. 
It is remarkable that every bird is 
designed by the Creator for the partic-
ular place in which it lives. If you 
will notice closely, you will see that 
birds that remain among the branches 
of the trees have white bars upon 
their wings. This gives the same cf- 

feet in looking at the bird as seeing 
light through the branches of the  
tree, and makes the birds hard to 
locate. Sparrows are dull-colored, 
and some of them are streaked, like 
the grasses and the ground where 

they spend much of their time. 
The number of existing species of 

birds in all probability is over ten 
thousand. 

The bones of adult birds are not 
filled with marrow like the bones of 
animals, but are hollow and filled with 
air. Thus they are rendered very 
light, a bone of a goose being barely 
half the weight of a rabbit's bone of 
the same size after the marrow has 
been extracted. The bones .in the 
wing are jointed in a way to give 
groat strength together with light-
ness. 

The eyes of a bird are very won 
denial. It can start from away up 

in the sky, fly down faster than you 
ever thought of running, and alight 
on a swaying green bough without 
looking a bit excited. If you should 
run toward anything as fast as a bird 

flies toward it, you would not be able 
to see it distinctly at all. A bird's 
eye changes the focus much faster 

than does the eye of a human being. 

As the bird Hies, it is constantly 
changing the focus Of the eye, so 
that things are seen distinctly every 
minute as it comes nearer. That is 
why a gull or a kingfisher can drop 
into the water and catch a fish. A 
bird has a third eyelid, which is 
hung across the inner corner, and 

moves out sideways to cover the eye. 

This is very thin, and acts as a deli 

cats, filmy curtain to the eye of the 
bird, especially when it wants to look 

at tlic sun. The lower lid of a bird 

does much more work than the lower 

lid of a person. Instead of standing 
still and letting the upper lid come 
down to meet it, it moves up over 
the eye. When a bird sleeps, its 
upper and lower lids are closed, but 
when it winks, it is the little side 
curtain which is drawn across the 

eye. 
The ears of a bird are not on the 

outside of its head, but under the 
feathers in a little opening on each 
side, which leads down to an eardrum 
very much. like the eardrum of a hu-
man being. However, birds bear much 
better than we do. A bird puts its 
oar to the ground and hears the 
earthworm wriggling in its hole. 

Then, if it is patient, it will cats!, 
the worm. 

Though they are small, birds eat 
a great deal. One day a man watched 
a little yellow palm warbler eating 
its dinner. The bird stayed around 
this man's house for four hours, and 
all the time it was eating at the rate 
of forty insects a minute. That is, 
it ate about nine thousand six bun. 
dred insects in those four hours. If 
it were not for the birds, insects 
would multiply so fast that the earth 
would he devastated. 

The birds ran teeth us ninny 
things—how to he neat and clean; 
how to sing; how to live together 
joyfully and in peace; and how to 
build lovely homes. 

The national bird of the United 

States is the bald eagle, which has 
a white bead, neck, and tail. Its 
length is about forty inches, the 
stretch of wing about eight feet. 

Bible Year 
THE Junior Bible Year assignment is 

to read the Old Testament. Thr Bible 
Warta us the way to "The Better Land." 

The Better land 
"I MOAN thee speak of a better land: 
Thou Wiest Its children a happy band: 
Mother. oh. where Is that radiant 

shore? 
/Shall we not seek It. and weep no more? 
Is it where the flower of the orange 

blows. 
And the fireflies glance through the 

myrtle boughs-?" 
"Not. there. not there, my child:" 

"Is it where the feathery palm trees 
rise. 

And the date grows ripe tinder sunny 
skies? 

Or midst the green islands of glittering 
seas. 

Wherebreefrzeagrant forests perfume the 

And strange. bright birds on their 
Starry wings 

Rear the rich hues of all glorious 
things? 

"Not there. not there. my  child." 

"Is it far away In some region old. 
Where the rivers wander o'er sands of 

gold. 
Where the burning rays of the ruby 

shine. 
And the diamond lights up the secret 

mine. 
And the pearl gleams forth from the 

coral strand? 
Is It there. dear mother,—that Better 

land?' 
"Not there. not there, my child! 

"Eve MO not seen it. my gentle boy; 
Mar bath not heard Its deep songs of 

rooftree:noel oicture a world so fair: 
Borrow and death may not enter there: 
Time does not breathe on its fadeless 

For bebyl000nind,  the clouds, and beyond the 

It ItaallithieLre. It is there. my  child!" 
—Felicia ffentene. 

Ifl 

"A DAN'S book company ix an index 

to his soul." 
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The Little Wolf 
THE Little Wolf is a coyote, and this 

is his life story from the time he is a 
cub until he has a family of his own. 
The coyote is a marauder—a sheep 
stealer—but he is also an interesting 
personality. 

It was winter. Snow covered the 
ground. The little wolf had no heated 
home; and his body had to furnish all 
his warmth. That required food. Food 
was hard to find. He found the carcass 
of a dead sheep, from which he pawed 
the snow. He tugged and pulled off 
frozen shreds of hide and meat. After 
eating from one side of the sheep until 
the pickings were poor, he wheeled to 
the other side. Instantly the snow 
flipped up around one of his feet. A 
trap clinched his toes with a click. He 
sprang away, only to go sprawling on 
his side. Another trap snapped in the 
snow and closed its jaws on his shoul-
der. It clung to his fur until he 
wrenched away, leaving a tuft in its 
wicked grasp. 

He bit at the iron trap on his foot, 
but his teeth were useless against it. 
The frosty iron plucked at his lips and 
peeled the skin from his tongue. Fran-
tically he jumped and pulled and bit. 
He yelped at first, but his voice 
seemed to be telling his enemies where 
they could find him. He lay quietly a 
few moments. Pain surged in his foot. 
The loss of freedom frightened him 
even more than the pain. Freedom was 
as necessary as breath, freedom to 
fight or flee, 

In agony he bit at his broken toes, 
which stuck out below the curved jaws 
of the trap. One toe dropped into the 
snow. When he had rested again he 
lunged once more with all his strength. 
The second toe tore off, and away he 
went to higher country. Fortunately 
for him, only two toes had been caught. 
Sharp pain ran up his leg, and again 
he remembered his mother's warning—
how terrible was man. 

Yet where could he find food, now 
that winter had come, except where 
man was! Man's farms covered the 
prairies where his ancestors once fed 
on the dead left by the game herds as 
they moved to and fro. What else 
could he do but catch the animals on 
the farms! 

Little Wolf had an interesting life. 
If you would find out what happened 
to him, read the Junior Reading Course 
book. 

A Good Turn 
THE Christian Help Certificate that 

the Companion receives shows that he 
has done something to help some one 
every day. This "good turn" that he 
does for sane one else is more than 
what courtesy and good manners re-
quire of him. 

One Sabbath morning the pastor of 
the church stated that he had two 
thousand cards announcing his evening 
meeting, that he wished distributed 
that afternoon. 

It was a hot day, just the kind of 
day on which Juniors might like to 
take a nature walk along a shady path 
beside a tumbling stream. But that 
afternoon there were two carloads of 
Juniors on hand, all with a mind to 
distribute those cards. 

A baby blue jay had fallen out of 
its nest just outside the window. A 
Junior girl saw it. She also saw a eat 
sneaking around awaiting an opportu-
nity to pounce upon it. It was getting 
late in the evening. She made a nest in 
a box for the wee bird, and settled it 
nice and cozy near enough the kitchen 
stove to keep it warm. In the morn-
ing, when she took it ouside, there was 
the mother bird waiting for it. So she 
placed it on the grass and watched the 
mother bird give it a lesson in flying 
and also feed it some worms. 

A Junior who receives the Christian 
Help Certificate shows a spirit of help-
fulness in lifting the burdens of others 
in the home and in the community. 

"BEAUTIFUL TBINEE" 
"BEAUTIFUL faces are they that wear 
The light of a pleasant spirit there, 
It matters little if dark or fair. 

"Beautiful hands are they that do 
The work of the noble, good, and true, 
Busy for them the long day through. 

"Beautiful feet are they that go 
Swiftly to lighten another's woe 
Through summer's heat or winter's 

Snow. 
"Beautiful children of rich or poor, 
Who walk the pathway sweet and pure 
That leads to the mansions strong and 

sure." 

Neckerchief Drill 
To be given by a leader and six girls, 

each wearing a neckerchief. They march 
onto the platform and form in groups of 
twos; and leader steps forward and re-
cites 

"These are some of the many things 
we have studied in our First Aid class: 
First-aid treatment for cuts, stings, 
burns, and broken bones. Our necker-
chiefs have a very practical value. 
(Here three of the girls remove the 
neckerchiefs from their partners, hold-
ing them out in front of Ahem as a 
triangle.) Our group will demonstrate 
some of their many uses." 

"First—sling for broken arm." 
(The leader then faces the group of 

girls and counts 1, 2, 3, as three of the  

girls demonstrate upon the other three, 
each making the same move, to count. 
As they finish, all face the audience for 
a moment. Then they remove the sling 
also to count. The girls who have 
demonstrated this part then hand the 
triangular neckerchiefs to their part-
ners and they stand holding them in 
front of them waiting for the next 
command from the leader. For the 
third demonstration, the first set of 
three girls again does the work. For 
the fourth, the second set.) 

"Second—Triangular bandage for 
the hand." 

"Third—Triangular bandage for the 
head." 

"Fourth—Bandage for injured jaw." 
"Fifth—Wear over face as a smoke 

mask," (All six take part.) 
"Sixth—Use as a life line." (The 

girls tie the ends of their neckerchiefs 
together to form a life line, the leader 
takes hold of the last neckerchief, and 
they march from the platform.) 

God's Neon Signs 
BRIGHTLY colored lights shot out 

from the northern horizon one Jan-
uary night. Many people in London 
thought half their city was, aflame, 
They soon realized that they were 
watching the northern lights. 

The aurora borealis was said to be 
more brilliant on that night of Jan-
uary 24, 1938, than it had been for-
three centuries. French farmers see-
ing the red and yellow lights said fear-
fully to' one another, "It is war I" 
Portuguese peasants rushed from their 
homes, fearing the end of the world 
had come. 

Observers in the United States de-
clare the recent displays of northern 
lights to be the most brilliant since 
1870. 

On a clear winter night, the aurora 
borealis is a beautiful sight. At first 
a yellow or reddish glow may be seen 
along the northern horizon. It be-
comes brighter and brighter until great 
streamers begin to flash upward from 
the fiery arch. At times the, sky is 
aflame for several hours with multi-
colored lights. Suddenly the rosy 
clouds fade away, leaving the sky to 
the stars again. 

Magnetic storms invariably accom-
pany these displays. Scientists are 
able to produce in the laboratory, ef-
fects similar to the aurora by passing 
electric currents through rarefied gases 
or a partial vacuum. Neon signs, so 
popular today, were developed accord-
ing to this principle. 

So the aurora borealis may be called 
God's neon lights, blazing the power 
and majesty of heaven across the sky. 
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Many years ago, as he eared for his 
sheep, the psalmist David exclaimed: 
"The heavens declare the glory of 
God; and the firmament showeth His 
handiwork." 

4.S 

Habits, Their Value 
and Their Danger 

. (Program for February 18) 
BY E. W. DUNBAR 

OPENING SONG: "Christ in Song," No. 
67. 

PRAYER: That God will help us to form 
right habits in our youth. 

OFFERING. 
SECRETARY'S REPORT. 
SPECIAL MUSIC. 
BIBLE STUDY: "Habits, Good or Bad." 

(See p. 20.) 
TALK: "Importance of Right Habits." 

(See p. 20.) 
TALK: "A Self-Wrought Chain." 
Strout: "Ned's Grandfather." 
ExPERIENCE: "Snared Into Sinful 

Habits." 
TALK: "Some Habits Are Double Rob-

bers." 
POEM: "The Bad-Habit Family." 
SYMPOSIUM OR READING: "Valuable 

Health Habits." 
PLEDGE: "A Health Creed." (See 

p. 22.) 
CLOSING SONG: "Christ in Song," No. 

628. 
Note to Superintendents 

Please read the "Notes to Leaders," 
p. 19. 

Ned's Grandfather 
NED was watching grandpa put on 

his shoes. 
"Why do you turn 'em over and 

shake 'em before you put 'em on?" 
he asked. 

"Did IP said grandpa. 
"Why, yes, you did; but I didn't see 

anything come out. I have to shake 
the sand out of my shoes 'most every 
morning." 

Grandpa laughed. "I didn't notice 
that I shook my shoes, Ned; but I got 
in the habit of shaking my shoes every 
time before putting them on when I 
was in India.' 

"Why did you do it there?" 
"To shake out scorpions or centi-

pedes or other vermin that might be 
hidden in them." 

"But you don't need to do it here, 
for we don't have such things." 

"I know; but I formed the habit, 
and now I do it without thinking." 

"Habit is a queer thing, isn't it?" 
said Ned. 

"It's a very strong thing," said 
grandpa "Remember that, my boy. 
A habit is a chain that grows stronger 
every day, and it seems as if a bad 
habit grows strong faster than a good 
one. If you want to have good habits 
when you are old, form them while 
you are young."—G. B. F. Hallock. 

Snared Into Sinful Habits 
AWRITER recently told of once finding 

an Indian among the pines, kneeling 
on the snow and arranging a miniature 
lane of pine branches and twigs. After 
completing two little hedges, the In-
dian constructed a small arch in the 
middle and set up twigs on either side, 
leaving but a small opening in the cen-
ter. The man who had been eagerly 
watching the work of the Indian was 
rather puzzled at this, and asked, 
"What is it you are making?" 

"I am making a snare for rabbits," 
he replied. 

"But where is the snare?" the man 
asked. 

"Oh, I don't put the snare in for a 
couple of weeks yet," said the Indian. 

"Then what is the use of your pres-
ent arrangement?" the man demanded. 

"Hal ha! I first make the rabbits 
familiar with the environment," he 
said, laughing. "They will come to-
night and be very suspicious and wary 
of this. Next night they will come a 
little closer, and so on, until they find 
there is no danger. Then they will 
begin to nibble at these twigs." And 
he touched the arch in the center. 
"Then, when they start eating the 
twigs, I shall put in my snare, ar-
ranging it cleverly in the middle of 
this little arch, and then I shall catch 
a rabbit every night." 

"What a lesson," said the man. "I 
seemed to see the great enemy of souls 
laying his snares and sins for the un-
wary. Familiarity with the environ-
ment of sin, the presentation of the 
idea, the parleying with the tempter, 
little beginnings—nibblings at the 
temptation, finally the snare put in 
cunningly, and then the soul caught." 

This is a graphic picture of the way 
in which the devil snares men's souls 
and leads them away into the bondage 
of sinful habits.—Christian Observer. 

Some Habits Are Double 
.Robbers 

AMONG some of the bad habits which 
appeal to some younger boys and girls 
are habits of intemperance which in-
clude smoking, eating between meals, 
etc. As Junior Missionary Volunteers 
we should make up our minds that we 
will always be faithful to the first 
point of our pledge which is "By the 
grace of God I will be pure." In view 
of the fact that many boys who smoke 
quit school because they get behind in 
their studies, it is clear that tobacco 
seriously interferes with the educa-
tional plan of the country, thus rob-
bing its victims of mind and money. 

The director of the Indiana State 
Reformatory at Jeffersonville, Indiana, 
some years ago told to what depths of 
slavery a tobacco-soaked victim may be 
plunged. A young man of twenty-one 
years was sent to the institution. Soon  

after his arrival he made a request 
for tobacco, which was denied him, 
as smoking was not permitted there. 
He said he had used tobacco in differ-
ent forms since he was eight years of 
age. Then he made a request to be 
transferred to the State penitentiary, 
knowing that all inmates there were 
furnished tobacco. This request was 
also denied. The next move this young 
man made was to plan deliberately to 
be sent there, and he accomplished his 
purpose by murdering another boy. 
While passing from one building to 
another with the rest of the boys, he 
dropped out of the double line, stepped 
behind his marching partner, and 
plunged a shoe knife into his back, 
wounding the boy so that he died in 
twenty minutes. 

An investigation showed that the 
murderer did not dislike the boy he 
had killed, and bad no hard feelings 
against him; that he had no other 
motive for the crime than to be sent 
where he could have tobacco. Boys 
and girls, let us beware of anything 
that has such a terrible effect mien its 
addicts. 

Sir Robert Baden-Powell, a great 
Boy Scout leader, has said: "I have 
known a great many young soldiers 
ruined in health by cigarette smoking, 
and they have had to be turned out of 
the army because they were not fit to 
face the enemy in active service." 

General Pershing of the United 
States Army designated Captain Wood-
fill as the greatest hero in the Ameri-
can fortes in France during the World 
War. This man did not use tobacco. 
Sergeant York, another great hero, 
the young man from the mountains of 
the Southland, is also a total abstainer 
from tobacco. It was not necessary 
for these brave men, and many thou-
sands like them, to be bolstered up by 
cigarettes to make them brave in the 
face of danger. 

Benjamin Franklin said: "I never 
saw a well man exercising common 
sense who could say that tobacco did 
him any good." 

Another interesting fact that has 
come to light on the tobacco habit 
shows us the dangers to the lives-  of 
soldiers that have resulted from this 
habit. During the Great War, when 
the German submarines were proving 
a terror to the allies, some one learned 
that about every so often a submarine 
would come to the surface to permit 
smoking, as no smoking was allowed 
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inside the submarine. The allies took 
advantage of this in spotting sub-
marines from airplanes and in limp-
ing them. For instance, an officer in a 
naval air station on the English coast 
one morning stuck a pin in the middle 
of the North Sea map, and said, "They 
will be needing a smoke right about 
there. In three hours they will emerge, 
and the reason will be tobacco. Search 
this area and you will find a sub-
marine." At about the place and time 
decided upon, a German submarine was 
discovered. The news was wirelessed 
to the allied destroyers and the sub-
marine was rammed. There were only 
six survivors. How many Germans 
lost their lives in this way because of 
slavery to the tobacco habit, which 
drove them from safety beneath the 
water to danger on the surface, will 
probably never be known. 

How thankful we should be that as 
Junior Missionary Volunteers we know 
the truth of the dangers of the ciga-
rette habit! 

A young bank employee wrote out 
some- of his reasons for not smoking, 
as follows: "My bed/ is too good for 
the cigarette. My work is too impor-
tant to allow its interference. I know 
that cigarette smoking would hurt my 
basket-ball playing, my track work; 
yes, even my swimming. It would 
make me more liable to take diseases 
and increase my chances of dying in a 
fight for life should I become a victim 
of sudden accident or become com-
pelled to undergo a serious operation." 

A well-known athlete on the Pacific 
Coast was taken to a hospital for an 
operation. The surgeon who was to 
operate asked him if he used tobacco 
or liquor. When he answered that he 
never had used either, or coffee, or tea, 
the surgeon said, "You are as good as 
well, then. You will get along all 
right." 

'It is true, boys and girls, that a 
noble character does not come to us 
by accident. Character is formed by 
hard, stern battles with ourselves and 
by the grace of God. God gives the 
talents and the powers of mind. Wo 
form the character. 

A Self-Wrought Chain 
THERE is a story of a smith of the 

Middle Ages, who was taken prisoner 
and confined in a dungeon. Because 
of the knowledge his craft had taught 
him, he carefully examined the heavy 
links that bound him, expecting 
somewhere to find a flaw that would 
show a weak place which could soon  

be made to yield. But presently lie 
dropped his hands hopelessly. Cer-
tain marks told him that the chain 
was of his own making, and it had 
always been his boast that a chain 
of his workmanship could not be 
broken. There are truly no chains so 
hard to break as those of our own 
forging, but they are not hopeless. 
The worst possible habits will yield 
to human resolution and strength 
from above. 

The Bad-Habit Family 
How the Bad-Habit Family Got 

Into Kingdom Health! 
ONCE on a time, there wandered to 

The gate of Kingdom Health, 
A sad, Bad-Habit family, 

In search of fame and wealth. 

The guard, advancing, barred the way, 
And cried, "Be off with you! 

We have no place in Kingdom Health 
For such a sorry crew. 

And all their pleadings were in vain. 
"I shall not let you in 

Until you mend your ways," he said. 
-All right, sir, well begin ' 

So Carrie Coffee and her friend, 
Poor nervous Trudy Tea, 

Drank only milk, and soon their cLeeks 
Were glowing rosily. 

Young Willie Won't-Wash found dt sport 
To take a daily scrub. 

Ire played he was a whale and had 
The ocean in his tub. 

And Tommy Toothache never failed 
To brdsh his teeth at night 

And morning, too, and so his smile 
Became a pleasant sight, 

And Sammy Slump held up his head 
And straightened out his spine. 

My! Ile was proud because the girls 
All thought him strong and line. 

Tired Lily-Up-Late went to bed 
At eight instead of ten. 

And took a nap each afternoon. 
She felt ambitious then. 

Thin Tillie Tonsil and her twin, 
Frail Addle Adenoid, spent - 

A short time in a hospital 
And gained fifteen per cent. 

Said Wilbur Wetfoot to the duck, 
"You need not laugh at me 

Because I keep my feet dry now ; 
its best for boys, you see." 

And Constance Candy ran away 
From bad "Between-Meals-Sweets," 

For too much candy is not good 
For boys and girls to eat. 

Small Wallace Whiner changed his way 
Of speaking, and the boys 

Who never liked him much before 
Now offered him their toys. 

Then back they marched to Kingdom 
Health. 

The gate was open wide, 
And this GOOD-HABIT family 

Ran joyously Inside. 
—Hygeie. 

Valuable Health Habits 
1. VENTILATE every r00111 you Occupy, 

and let in as much sunlight as possible. 
Sun bake mattresses and covers thor-
oughly once a month. 

2. Keep your feet clean, dry, and well 
shod. 

8. if you are an indoor worker, be 
sure to get recreation outdoors. 

4. Sleep in fresh air always—in the 
open if yen can. 

5. Hold a handkerchief before your 
mouth and nose when you cough or 
sneeze, and insist that others do likewise. 
Shake hands with others, provided your 
hands are clean. 

YOut hands before 
l w  nota oN7e'arsieal t. 

878.i  iA 
eating.oy 

Eat freely of fruit and of leafy and 
coarse vegetables. 
dallily..Eat slowly chew thoroughly. 

10. Drink six to eight glasses of water 
11. Evacuate thoroughly, regularly. 
12. Stand, sit. and walk erect. 
18. Avoid contact with diseased per- 

sons. 
14. Keep the teeth and gums clean. 
15. Work, play, rest. and sleep in 

moderation. 
Di. Keep serene. Worry is the foe of 

health. Cultivate good companions. 
17. Avoid self-drugging. 
18. Have your doctor examine you 

carefull
•
y once a year. Also consult your 

dentist once or twice a year. 
—Selected. 

st 
The Spade Confirms 

the Bible 
(Program for February 25) 

BY ALFRED W. PETERSON 

OPENING SONG: "Jesus Is Coming 
Again," No. 100 in "Missionary 
Volunteer Songs." 

SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 13:19-22; 
Daniel 12:4. 

PRAYER. 
SECRETARY'S REPORT. 
MISSIONARY REPORTS. 
OFFERING. 
SPECIAL MUSIC. 
INTRODUCTORY TALK BY SUPERINTEND- 

ENT: "Rocks Which Unlocked His- 
tory.'' 

TALK: "Abraham's Home in Ur." 
TALK: "On an Assyrian Brick." 
TALK: "The Hittites, a Forgotten 

People." 
CLOSING SONG: "Faith of Our Fa- 

thers," No. 50 in "Missionary Vol- 
unteer Songs." 

Rocks Which Unlocked History 
OF ANCIENT EGYPT, BABYLON, 

AND ASSYRIA 

BEFORE the nineteenth century, no 
living man knew very much about the 
civilization of ancient Egypt, Baby-
lon, or Assyria. In these countries, a 
high degree of civilization developed, 
but with the passing of the centuries 
all had been forgotten. No one could 
read the ancient writings on the monu-
ments of these countries; so men could 
only surmise what the writings on the 
monuments said. About the beginning 
of the nineteenth century great schol-
ars of the world began to doubt the 
historical accounts of the Bible regard-
ing these ancient people, and said that 
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the Bible stories were mere legends 
and myths which were interesting 
because they were the folklore of the 
Hebrews, but that they could not be 
trusted as sources of history. It is 
interesting to remember in this con-
nection that more than 600 years be-
fore Christ, God had shown the 
prophet Daniel that in the time of the 
end, about 1798, knowledge would be 
increased. The book of Daniel itself 
was to be sealed until this time. 
Twenty-three centuries passed, and 
the world came to "the time of the 
end" when the knowledge of the Bible 
was to be greatly increased. But 
about this time, when scholars began 
to attack the divine origin of the 
Bible and to discount its truthfulness, 
startling events began to take place. 

In the year 1798, Napoleon Bona-
parte of France set out on a cam-
paign to conquer Egypt, and in 1799, 
while some of his officers were mak-
ing an excavation for the foundation 
of a fort near the Rosetta arm of 
the Nile, they found a stone on which 
were inscribed three different kinds 
of writing. This stone was of granite, 
nearly four feet tall and about two 
and a half feet wide and almost a 
foot thick. One face of the stone 
was smooth and was divided into 
three parts, one above the other, and 
upon each part was writing. The 
writing on the lowest portion was in 
Greek, the language which the schol-
ars of that day could read, but the 
writing on the other two portions was 
strange and had no meaning for 
them. The officer took the stone to 
General Menou, who took possession 
of it. When Napoleon was defeated 
and compelled to surrender to the 
English, this precious stone was sur-
rendered to the English General 
Turner, and was eventually placed in 
the British Museum in London, where 
it may be seen today by those who 
visit that place. The most famous 
scholars in Europe began to study 
the inscriptions on 'this rock, and 
finally Doctor Thomas Young success-
fully translated the inscriptions and 
laid the foundation for the transla-
tion of many other inscriptions on 
the monuments in Egypt. 

These ancient inscriptions cut in 
stone were the means by which an-
cient kings, proud of their achieve-
ments,  left records of their deeds for 
succeeding generations to read. God 
had a hand in this, for these inscrip-
tions in later centuries were to verify 
the historical record in God's word. 

Later, another important discovery 
was made. In the year 1835 a Brit-
ish army officer, named Henry Raw-
linson, was stationed on the western 
frontier of Persia near Behistun, 
which was situated at the foot of a 
precipitous peak some 17,000 feet 
high. T,i'm original name of this place 
was Bagistana, which means "place 
of the gods." On the face of this 
groat cliff, about 500 feet up from 
its base, Darius I, king of Persia, 
had carved a great inscription in  

three. kinds of ancient writing. Mr. 
Rawlinson was much interested in 
these inscriptions, even though he 
could not read them, and decided to 
make a copy of them. The task in-
volved much labor and great risk, for 
not only was the inscription some 500 
feet above the base of the cliff, but 
below the cliff was a chasm about 
350 feet deep. By means of ladders 
and ropes and other equipment, he 
succeeded in making a copy of the 
fettering on the great face of this 
cliff. 

It took him four years to do 
the work. After he had made a 
copy, he spent eighteen years study-
ing, and finally was able to make a 
translation of the strange characters 
which he had copied. Five of the 
panels cut into the rock were in the 
Persian language, with which Mr. 
Rawlinson was acquainted, and from 
this lie was able to decipher the other 
panels which were in the Median and 
Babylonian languages. In his trans-
lation, he used the same plan which 
had made possible the reading of the 
Rosetta stone. This cliff with its in-
scription is now known as the 
Behistun rock. "The value of the 
Behistun findings did not consist in 
what was written upon the face of 
the cliff, but rather in tht fact that 
the reading of the languages there 
found made available to scholars an-
other great field of ancient litera-
ture," so that now the inscriptions 
upon the ancient monuments of the 
Persians and Assyrians could also be 
read. 

So in the few years which followed 
the beginning of "the time of the 
end," a vast field of study lay open 
to students of antiquity, and archeolo-
gists went to work in earnest. Many 
books have been written by these 
men who have been digging in the 
ruins of ancient cities where have 
been found vast libraries of tablets, 
which not only give the political his-
tory of the countries, but record the 
customs of the people, their habits 
of living, their Methods of doing 
business, descriptions of their homes, 
copies of their laws, and many other 
things that help us to know with a 
fair degree of accuracy what the an-
cient Egyptians, Babylonians, and 
Assyrians did, and how they lived. 

Our program today shows how some 
of these ancient writings throw new 
light upon the Bible and prove be-
yond the shadow of a doubt that the 
Bible record is a reliable and true 
record of ancient times. 

Abraham's Home in Ur 
13EPoity men had begun to dig in 

the mounds found in Egypt and 
Persia, very little was known about 
some of the names mentioned in the 
Bible. For example, in the eleventh 
chapter of Genesis, we find a passage 
which says that Torah took Abram 
his son, and Lot the son of Haran,  

and some others, and "went forth 
with them from Ur of the Chaldees, 
to go into the land of Canaan." 
Until recent years, the reader of this 
chapter had no means of knowing 
whether "Ur of the Chaldees" was a 
district, or a large city, or a little 
village. 

In 1854 there was located at Basra 
a British consul by the name of 
J. F. Taylor. Mr. Taylor decided to 
dig into a low mound situated on 
a desert waste about halfway between 
Baghdad and the Persian Gulf. This 
mound was called by a name which 
means "the mound of pitch." Mr. 
Taylor engaged some natives and 
dug for a part of two seasons, and 
though lie merely scratched the sur-
face of the mound, yet he brought 
to light a great number of clay 
cylinders, clay tablets, and many 
marked bricks. "These he shipped to 
the British Museum, and when the 
authorities there had deciphered the 
inscriptions on the cylinders and 
tablets, it became known that the 
mound of pitch undoubtedly covered 
a portion of the site of the long-lost 
City of Abraham, Ur of the Chat-
does." Later excavations revealed a 
staged tower which formed a part 
of a temple area, which was built 
somewhere between 2,300 and 2,180 
years before Christ. Thug tower was 
a little more than 200 feet in length 
by 150 feet in width and had an 
original height of over 70 feet. Three 
great stairways led to the top, which 
was crowned by a small sanctuary 
surrounded by trees and flowers which 
ornamented the terraces. This tower, 
with a portion of the surrounding 
land, was enclosed in a great brick 
wall, and all the territory within this 
brick wall was called the sacred 
area. Here were the government 
offices, where people paid their tithe 
and rent and taxes. Here were re-
corded the legal documents covering 
the renting of houses, the buying and 
selling of real estate, marriages, and 
all other documents that were in-
tended to be a legal record. All these 
documents of Abraham's time had to 
be drawn in legal form, signed and 
sealed, and witnessed in a prescribed 
fashion. 

"Within the sacred area was also 
the famous 'boys' school' in which 
were found many lessons of school-
boys who lived four thousand years 
ago. It was the custom in Abraham's 
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time for the teacher to inscribe the 
lesson on one side of a small clay 
tablet, and the schoolboy, turning the 
tablet over, attempted to reproduce 
the lesson on the other side, and to 
this day may be clearly seen the evi-
dence of the clumsy efforts of boys 
to correct errors they had made. Not 
only could some of the boys who 
grew up with the boy Abram solve 
problems in addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, and division, but they 
could extract square and cube roots 
of numbers. They had lessons in 
grammar and could draw maps of 
their city." 

In the ruins of this mound of pitch 
were found exquisite pieces of silver 
and gold ornaments with precious 
stones. "The mechanics of Ur had 
produced the earliest four-wheeled 
vehicles. Musicians played on beau-
tifully designed harps and other 
stringed instruments. Scholars were 
already writing long chronicles from 
which the Greeks were later to bor-
row extensively, and which we may 
read today." 

Some, perhaps, have thought that 
Abraham, as a boy, grew up in a 
tent and was clad in skins, but these 
excavations show that the middle-
class citizens of Ur lived in thirteen 
or fourteen room houses which had 
many comforts and luxuries. These 
houses had fireplaces, servant's quar-
ters, and a chapel where the house-
hold worshiped, besides other living 
rooms. "We now know that Abra-
ham spent his boyhood in a great 
eity,—a city that was the greatest 
center of education and culture of 
the then-known world. The country 
about Ur was a 'farmer's paradise;' 
a rich soil, watered by a great sys-
tem of canals and irrigation ditches, 
supported great flocks and herds, 
which were the principal wealth of 
the district. . . . If we picture the 
city in which young Abraham was 
reared, the culture he knew, and the 
educational advantages which were 
open to him there; if we know that 
during the formative years of his 
life he was constantly rubbing shoul-
ders with men who could read and 
write, with expert craftsmen, and with 
men engaged in trade and commerce, 
it would seem passing strange that a 
man of the spiritual and mental 
stature of Abraham were other than 
an educated, broad-minded, sophisti-
cated citizen of the world." We can  

understand how much it meant to 
him to leave his home at the call of 
God and turn his face toward Canaan 
to become a pilgrim and a wanderer 
in the earth, that he might spread 
the knowledge of the true God to 
the heathen tribes of Canaan. 

On An Assyrian Brick 
UP until 1883, scholars studying the 

life of ancient Egypt had seen no 
evidence that mortar had ever been 
used by Egyptians, and some of them 
were attempting to discredit the 
Bible story of the use of mortar dur-
ing the time of Israelite slavery. 
In an article dated April 22, 1916, 
Doctor Kyle tells how on a winter's 
day in 1908 he went to make an 
examination of Professor Naville's 
excavation at Pithom, and looked in 
amazement at the thick, well-pre-
served mortar in the walls of store 
chambers of that monument of Israel-
ite slavery. "A little mortar seems 
a little thing, but such incidental 
touches of, exactness in the Biblical 
records inspire confidence in the whole 
record." 

Doctor Kyle cites also another bit 
of proof of the accuracy of the Bible. 
"In the Yale collection of Babylonian 
and Assyrian antiquities is a brick 
from Assyria upon which still clings 
the bitumen which was used instead 
of mortar; as it is said of the Semites 
who 'journeyed east and found a 
plain in the land of Shinar,' and 'they 
used brick for stone, and slime 
[bitumen] for mortar.'" 

The Bible is true in every detail, 
and the archeologists, digging into 
these ancient mounds, are accumulat-
ing evidences which verify the Bible 
story. 

The Hittites, a Forgotten People 
OVER 3,700 years ago there lived 

a people called the Hittites. They 
are first mentioned in Genesis 15: 
18-21. Altogether, the Hittites are 
mentioned in the Scriptures about 
forty times, but with the passing of 
the centuries, all evidence of their 
existence was covered with the dust 
of ages and all memory of these 
Hittites dropped from the minds of 
men. 

Following the beginning of the 
"time of the end" many modern 
critics of the Bible said that the 
Hittites mentioned in the Bible were 
a mere legend without foundation in  

fact. They pointed out that there 
was no evidence in existence that 
the Hittites had ever lived, and so 
a controversy arose over the Hittites 
and over the truthfulness of the 
Bible. About 1905 a German arche-
ologist by the name of Hugo Winckler 
began to dig in the mounds and rocks 
of Asia Minor. Many tablets were 
found which have proved of great 
importance to historians. In the 
summer of 1907, excavating was done 
on the slope of a mountain which 
had been a fortified citadel, in which 
were found the remains of royal 
archives which indicate that this for-
tified place was the capital of an 
ancient civilization. Documents found 
in these excavations have furnished 
abundant proof that the Hittites did 
exist and that the center of their 
power was in Asia minor. In his 
exploration, Doctor Winckler "uncov-
ered the ruins at Boghazkeui and 
brought to light, in addition to 
architectural ruins and a treasury of 
inscriptions in Hittite hieroglyphs, 
also tablets of cuneiform script. 
Among these latter was found the 
Hittite copy of the same treaty of 
peace between Itameses II and the 
‘Khettt.' " 

In 1931 Doctor Kurt Bittel discov-
ered more than two hundred fifty frag-
ments of cuneiform tablets, many of 
which had been used as filling in the 
walls. Not all of these tablets have 
been translated yet, but when they 
are, no doubt much clearer light will 
be thrown upon the history of this 
ancient people. "What these tablets, 
now being translated and carefully 
studied, may yet reveal concerning the 
Hittites, and what vast and amazing 
additions to learning may come with 
the decipherment of the Hittite hiero-
glyphs themselves, an event which 
certainly cannot much longer be de-
layed, no one can tell. Already there 
is this important result: no one is 
saying now that 'no such people as 
the Hittites ever existed.' " In the 
same way wherever excavations are 
being carried on in Bible lands, the 
Bible is being proved true. 

9t1 

I NEVER allow myself to become 
discouraged under any circumstances. 
The three great essentials. to achieve 
anything worth while are: first, hard 
work; second, stick-to-itiveness; third, 
common sense.—Thomas A. Edison. 
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Our Faithful Youth in Mexico 

rrHE Young People's Missionary 
Volunteer secretary In Mexico 
recently sent us some of the 

experiences through which our youth 
in this country are passing, in their 
loyalty to Christ, and in their wit-
nessing to the truths of the message 
among their fellow countrymen: 

"In our childhood and our school 
days we were taught to receive with 
reserve anything foreign, if it came 
from outside our borders. Experi-
ence teaches us that the work of the 
missionaries coining to us has not 
been in vain. We see hundreds of 
young people entering into our ranks, 
leaving behind their old ideas and 
purposes, and accepting in their place 
the infinite love of Christ, which 
makes all people one in the blessed 
hope of a soon-coming Saviour. This 
message makes such a change in the 
lives of those who accept it, that we 
learn to love those from whom we 
were, without good reason, estranged. 
We now have a new experience, and 
we are thinking only of how we may 
give this message to those who are in 
darkness. 

"It will bo difficult for you to un-
derstand the gratitude that fills our 
hearts when we discover the great 
blessing that has come to us by the 
acceptance of the truths which so 
transformed our lives. We thus im-
come living witnesses to those who 
still live in sin.  

"Tho young people of this country 
are enthusiastic in the great work of 
giving the new-found truth to others. 
From house to house they go, sowing 
the seeds of truth, thinking of the 
inspired words, 'Freely ye have re-
ceived, freely give.' Even to remote 
places, into the mountains, among the 
wild tribes, the untiring steps of 
youth go, carrying the gospel for this 
time. 

"Many of our young people do not 
return, but fall under the cruel hand 
of the assassin, who attempts in this 
way to stop the preaching of the 
truth of a crucified and risen Saviour. 
But our young people who have given 
up their all, do not fear those who 
kill the body but cannot kill the soul. 
They remain faithful unto death. 
Thus the purpose of these satanic 
agents is frustrated. Soon others, 
full of zeal, enter to continue the 
work the first were forced to lay down.  

Experience has demonstrated that our 
youth do not fear death, when it 
comes to giving their testimony for 
the truth. Our young people are 
often pressed by their parents to give 
up their faith, but the parents fail 
in this. 

"Recently I was a witness to the 
unchristian means that a father used 
to get his daughter to give up this 
message. He said: 'If you become 
an Adventist and are baptized in this 
church, don't call me any more your 
father, or ever enter this door again. 
And the part of the inheritance that 
was to be yours will be lost to you 
forever. You must eliciose which it 
shall be, the Adventist Church, or 
your father; your new faith, or your 
inheritance.' And which do you think 
she chose? Ahl my dear friends, this 
young sister chose the better part, 
which shall not be taken from her. 
She chose to turn from an earthly 
father to her heavenly Father, who 
extended His loving arms to accept 
this willing offering of so young a 
life. She left her home, to follow in 
the footsteps of Him who left all for 
a lost world. 

"She went out into the Sierra 
Madre Mountains to work in behalf 
of those who were not so fortunate 
as she. She started a small school 
on a farm many miles back in the 
hills. Here she found a new home 
that the Lord had for' her; she found 
a Christian father; she found a Chris-
tian mother; she found many sincere 
Christian friends; and how happy she 
is in her new work! Thank the Lord 
for the sincere young people who are 

.willing to forsake all for the love of 
their. Saviour." 

The Dusuns Calling 
FROM British North Borneo, Di-

rector G. B. Youngberg gives some 
of the experiences which have come 
to them in their mission work, espe-
cially among the Dusun people: 

"We had great difficulty in obtain-
ing a suitable location for the school. 
This country is governed by a trading 
company, and while religious liberty 
is supposed to be a policy of the gov-
ernment, it is so cumbered with regu-
lations that it is quite limited in 
operation. However, we have been 
able to obtain a suitable location, 
though quite small in extent, and hope 
soon to be able to open our school. 

"We have received from Dusuns 
living in the mountains, several urgent 

calls for teachers, and it grieves us 
that we have not the men to send to 
them. This emphasized the crying 
need for a school in which to train 
Dusun young people to work for their 
own countrymen. Could you visit our 
Dusun brethren, I am sure that you 
would be impressed by their faithful-
ness to the principles of the message. 
Very few of them ever backslide. 
Even the government officers testify 
to the good character of our converts. 
It is only necessary for a Dusun to 
prove that he is a member of our 
church to obtain exemption from such 
things as the native liquor tax. In 
the next few years we expect to see 
a large increase in believers among 
these people." 

Into Mountain Districts of North 
India 

I& reporting work carried on by 
Missionary J. F. Ashlock and helpers 
in the mountain districts of the 
Northwest India Union, F. H. Loasby 
writes: 

"He has entered a number of hill 
territories, particularly the Jainti and 
Garo Hills. Here, with Brother 
Rajee and other faithful helpers, he 
has spent days, or weeks, as the ease 
may be, in reaching these mountain 
people, many of whom are very re-
sponsive to the message. There are 
thousands of these hill dwellers; many 
of them are turning from heathen-
ism, or, better stated, from their 
animistic practices, and many of them 
listen readily to the message we have 
for them. 

"There is a vast amount of work 
to be done in these hills, and one may 
easily have visions of reaching not 
only the near-by tribes, but also the 
mountain dwellers in the deep recesses. 
of these mountain ranges, some of 
whom are head-hunters to this day 
and against whom it was necessary, 
only a short time ago, to send a gov-
ernment expedition, to correct these 
evil tendencies. Brother Ashloek has 
ambitions, and not without reason, of 
reaching even these distant tribes. 

"It is very encouraging to know 
that five were recently baptized from 
the Jainti Hill people. These people 
had been keeping the Sabbath for one 
full year before baptism, and a num-
ber more among these same people 
are now prepared for baptism. The 
total number baptized from among 
the people of Shillong and surround-
ing districts, up to the present time, 
is nineteen." 

A Dedicated Son 

MISSIONARY A. P. RITZ, writing 
from Bangkok, Siam, passes on an 
interesting experience of a young 
man, Chinese, who recently returned 
to Siam from an eight years' stay 
in China as a student: 

"While there he became a Chris-
tian, and attended church regularly. 
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Just here and there, 
Removes front life 
Much toil and care. 
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On reaching home last year he began 
attending our Chinese church. He 
has a cousin here who is one of our 
members. Then some months ago I 
went to visit the parents, in com-
pany with our leading Chinese evan-
gelist. The father told us that he 
wanted his son to join our church. 
Then he explained his reasons. 

"He said that in 1905 he, with four 
of his friends, attended Adventist 
meetings in Singapore, conducted by 
Elder Jones, who, with his wife, 
opened our work there. He said that 
he came near joining our church, but 
that about that time Dr. Sun Yat-sen 
came to Singapore to get men to go 
back to China with him to establish 
the new revolutionary government. 
He said that he weighed the matter 
as to which he should do, and finally 
ho and another man decided to cast 
their lot in with the new China move-
ment. Two others of the five did 
join our church, one of them Brother 
C. M. Lee of Singapore, who was a 
delegate to the General Conference 
in 1936. 

"Sometime later, in China, this man 
married a young woman who had been 
graduated from medical school, and a 
year later their first child was born 
—the young man mentioned above. 
He said that he and his wife desired 
that their on grow up to be a de-
liverer of the Chinese people, as 
Abraham Lincoln was for the slaves 
of the United States. So they gave 
him a name meaning 'deliverer.' On 
the eighth day after his birth they 
called in all the Christian ministers 
for many miles around that they 
might bless their son. One of them 
suggested baptism, but the parents 
said they would rather wait until he 
was old enough to understand what 
it meant. And so, he said, he now 
wanted the boy to join our church 
because he knew it was right, and he 
hoped his boy would yet prove to be 
one to deliver people from sin. 

"After relating this story the fa-
ther requested that we pray. The 
evangelist and I prayed and then the 
father prayed, probably for the first 
time in many years. God's Spirit 
was present, and when we rose all 
were weeping. The son quickly em-
braced his father, and wiped his tears, 
and then did the same to his mother. 
We trust that God's Spirit will yet 
have His complete will with this en- 
tire family. The boy is surely a good-
hearted, truly refined young man, and 
will, we believe, make a good worker 
for God." 

Took His Beating, Continuing On 

TIIE following experience, took 
place in or near Mokiang, Yunnan 
Province, Southwest China. Hu Ben-
djeng tells it. It all came about as 
the result of services held by Mission-
ary C. B. Miller: 

"Ono day when I went into the 
country to visit a Sabbath school, I  

met a very earnest believer. In ap-
pearance ho was not different from 
the ordinary country farmers round 
about, but when I learned what the 
Lord has done through him, and of 
his spirit of willing sacrifice, I was 
greatly moved. After we had talked 
together for a few minutes, this 
brother invited me to his home. On 
the way he told me the following 
interesting story: 

"'I am a very humble, stupid per-
son. All I have known all my life 
is to go to work when the sun comes 
up, and toil all day with my face to 
the yellow soil and my back toward 
heaven, and to rest when the sun sets. 
When I have a good harvest, I am 
happy; and I have thought of little 
else. When sickness came, I knew 
nothing but to call upon the evil 
spirits. In this ignorant state, like 
one in a daze, I passed twenty years. 

"'One day an evangelist came to 
our village and preached that there is 
a true God in heaven, who is the 
Creator of all, and who rules over all 
things on earth; and that all on earth 
should trust in Him. This was all 
very new and strange to me, but I 
continued to go day after day, lis-
tened, and believed. Then I began 
telling the Bible truths that I had re-
ceived to my relatives and friends. 

"'One day eight or nine hundred 
people were presint at a meeting on 
the mountainside. The next day, for 
what reason I do not know, the head-
man of the village sent some one to 
arrest me. He said, "Why did you 
gather a thousand people on the 
mountainside yesterday?" I replied, 
"We came together to worship the 
God that made heaven and earth, and 
His Son Jesus, the Redeemer of the 
world." I also gave him a tract and 
a New Testament, but not understand-
ing very much of the truth at that 
time, I did not dare to try to tell him 
very much. The result was that I  

was beaten and severely injured. 
Moreover, I was forbidden to again 
hold meetings or preach the gospel, 
and was told that if they found out 
that I did so, they would punish 
me more severely. Several brethren 
helped me to my home. However, I 
still believed that I ought to obey 
God rather than man; so I again held 
a meeting on another mountain. At 
that time some one said, "He is an 
ignorant farmer of this place, How 
can he have such courage'?" ' 

"This faithful young man has not 
ceased his witnessing, but still con-
tinues his voluntary service for God." 

The White Man Listened In 

Mum of our advancement among 
the Indians of the Lake Titicaca re-
gion is made by establishing schools 
in. places where but little, if any, 
gospel work has been done. Of late 
branch Sabbath schools are also being 
used to reach those who have not 
heard the message of truth. This 
word recently was received from Su-
perintendent G. F. Ruf : 

"The matter of branch Sabbath 
schools has met with a good response. 
One of our workers began such a 
Sabbath school a few months ago, and 
now it has grown to be an independ-
ent one. He has begun another. He 
goes to this place Friday evening and 
holds a good meeting with the peo-
ple at the beginning of the Sabbath, 
and then on Sabbath morning early, 
conducts the branch school, returning 
to the home Sabbath school in time 
for its opening. We think that this 
shows a real missionary zeal. Branch 
Sabbath ,schools are springing up in 
many places, and we believe that this 
will lead to reaching large numbers 
of Indians in our field who have not 
known of Jesus' love. Our baptized 
membership is now over 6,000. 

"We have more full-time (nine 
months) schools this year than ever 
before, ,and some of these are out-
growing their quarters. In one school 
there are more than 150 matriculated, 
in another over one hundred. The 
people are now coming for counsel 
and help in the building of larger 
schoolhouses. In spite of the good 
numbers that have attended our In-
dian training school the last few 
years, we have an acute dearth of 
teachers. Our training schools have 
an enrollment of around 190, and a 
fine spirit prevails. 

"A white man visited a school di-
rected by one of our Indian boys. 
He listened for over an hour to the 
teaching. Then he rose and said, 
'Very well, very well, I will send two 
of my children to your school,' Now 
he has three of his children sitting 
beside Indian children learning from 
an Indian teacher not only reading 
and writing, but also the story of the 
gospel." 

MISSION BOARD. 
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