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When Jesus Yielded Up His Life

HEREFORE doth My Father

love Me, because T lay down

My tife, that I might take it

.again. Ne man taketh it from
Me, bt I lay it down ef Myself. 1
have power to lay it down, and I have
power to take it again. This com-
mandment have I received of My
Hather,” John 10:17, 18,

This statement, this prephecy, ut-
tered some time before Jesus in Geth-
semane teok the cup which, before
the world began, He had promised te
drink in redeoming a lest world,
should sin enter, contains a deep and
vital truth, No man was to take His
life, And no man did take it. Though
the eruel Roman spear was thrust into
the side of the Son of man, the Son
of God, this act did not take His life.
He had alveady bowed Ilis lead in
death, with the despairing ery: “My
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken
Me?”® Voluntarily He gave back unto
His father, the Author eof His life,
the life given Him. These were His
words, “Father, inte Thy hands I
commend My spirit [My life]: and
having said thus He gave up the
ghost.” Luke 23:46,

Heaven. Wondered in Amazement

Al heaven wondered whether, in
this awful crisis, the beloved and
only-begotten Sen of God would lay
down that precious life in behalf of
such an ungrateful rvace of sinners.
Thrice e had prayed that this ter-
rible cup might pass from Ilim;
thrice IIe added, “Nevortheless not
My will, but Thine, be done.” Our
salvation that hour was ferever to be
settled by the decision He should
make, To His praise and everlasting
glory, He took the cap and drained
its most hitter dregs—rvealizing the
possibility of His forever being sepa-

rated from Tis TFather’s presence—
that we might live with Him. “Hav-
ing loved His own which were in the
world, He loved them unto the end.”
John 13:1.

“Satan with his “fierce temptations
wrung the heart of Jesus. The Sav-
iour could ‘not see through the pertals
of the tomb. Tope did not present
to Him His coming forth from the
grave a conqueror, or tell Him of the
Father’s aceeptance of the saecrifice.
He feared that sin was so offensive
to God, that their scparation was to
be ecternal, Christ felt the amguish
which the sinner will feel when mercy
shall no longer plead for the guilty
race. It was the semse of sin, bring-
ing the Father’s wrath upon Him as
man’s substitute, that made the cup
He drank so bitter, and broke the
heart of the Son of God.

“With amazement angels witnessed
the Saviour’s despairing agemy, The
hosts of heaven veiled their faces
from the fearful sight. Inanimate
nature expressed sympathy with its
insulted and dying Author. The sum
refused to look upon the awful scene.
Tts full, bright rays were illuminating
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Were All the Tithe Brought In

Ir the tithe were in the gtorehouse
That belougeth to the King ;

Ef all who shere God’s bounties,
All their tithe would quickly bring ;

Heaven's windows wide wouid open
At the word of His command,

And blegsings would be poured oul
Which would overflow the land.

If all the tithes were in the storehouse,
It would not he very long

TH the weary hearts now crying
Wouid be shouting Zion’s song.

The “thirsty land" would then rejelce,
And watting isleg would ging ;

If all the tithes were brought
That belong unto the King.

Darkened hesrts weuld soon be lightened
With God’s message from above,
And theusands now in heathen lands
‘Would rejolce In heaven’s love,
Come, ye Stewptds ; haste ; get ready !
All your tithes and offerings bring,
Soon you'll answer, as & steward,
To yeur soon-returnine King.

—Author Unknown,

the carth at midday, when suddenly
it seemed te be blotted out. Com-
plete darknegs, like a fumeral pall,

enveloped the eross. . . . This dark-
ness . . . was as deep as midnight
without moon or stars. It was a

miraculous testimony given by God
[the Father] that the faith of after-
generations might be confirmed.

“In that thick darkness God’s pres-
ence wag hidden. . . . Geod and His
holy angels were beside the ecross,
The Father was with His Son. Yet
His presence was not revealed. Had
His glory ilashed forth from the
eloud, every human beholder would
have been destroyed.”—“The Desire
of Ages,” p. V58,

And did Jesus in that Iast hour
know His Father was beside Him?

“In that dreadful hour Christ was
not te be comforted with the Fa-
ther’s presence. He trod the wine
press alone”—Jbid.

Thus Jesus’ words were confirmed
that power was given Him by His
Father to lay down His life.

‘When Jesus Tock Up His Life

Regarding the manifestation of the
power, Iikewise given Him of s Fa-
ther, by which He was again te take
up His life, we are not left in doubt.
Are the Beriptures silent regarding
the manner of the resurrection of
Jesus, at that hour when, threungh
the power given Him of His Father,
the Son of man, the Son of God, was
to take up His life again?

“Behold, there was a great earth-
quake: for the angel of the Lord de-
stended from bheaven, and eame and
rolled back the stome from the door
[of the sepuleher], and sat upon it
Mis countenance was like lightning,
and his rajment white as snow.”
Matt., 28:2, 3.

‘With reference to this text we find
in “The Desire of Agoes,” pages 779,
780, these words:



“Now, priests and rulers, where is
the power of your guard$—Brave
soldiers that have never been afraid
of human power, are now as captives
taken without sword or spear. The
face they look upon is mnot the face
of mortal warrior; it is the face of
the mightiest of the Lord’s host, This
mesgenger is he who fills the position
from which Ratan fell, It is he who
on the hills of Bothlehem proclaimed
Christ’s birth. The earth trembles at
his approach, the hosts of darkness
flee, and as he reolls away the stons,
heaven seems fto eome down to the
earth, The goldiers see him removing

the stene as he would a pebble, and

hear him ery, Son of God, come ferth;
Thy Father calls Thee, They ses
Jesus come forth from the prave, and
hear Him proclaim over  the rent
sepuleher, ‘I am the resurrection and
the life. ”

Thus it was that Jesus, by the
pewer given Him of His Father, took
up the life which on Calvary He had
laid down—that life which He had
committed inte His Father’s hands.

Whom| God Hath Raised Up

That God the Father brought to
life His only-begetten Son is eon-
firmed by many texts, Here are
few:

“Him, being delivered by the de-
terminate counsel and foreknowledge
of God, ye have taken, and by wicked
hands have erucified and glain: whom
God hath raised up, having loosed
the paing of death: because it was not
possible that He shouid be holden of
it.” Aots 2:23, 24,

“That if then shalt confess with
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath
rotsed Him from the deed, thou shalt
be saved,” Rom. 10:89, :

“God hath both raised up the Lord,
and will also raise up us by His own
power.” 1 Cor. 6:14.

“Paul, an apostle, (not of men,
neither by man, but by Jeses Christ,
and God the Father, who raised Him
from the deed).” Gal 1:1.

“What is the exceeding greatness
of His power to uwsward who believe,
according to the working of THis
mighty power, which He wrought in
Christ, when He raised Him from ilhe
dead, and set HMim at His own right
hand in the heavenly places.” Eph.
1:19, 20,

With this Seriptural testimony be-
fore us, it would seem cleay that ome
would not be justified in reading into
the text in which Jesus gtated He had
power to lay down His life and He
had pewer to take it again, that He
intended to convey the thought in
these words that apart and separate
from Ilis Father He would do this,
The very words, “This commandment
have I received of My Father,” would
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indicate that together in unison they
would do this. “I and My Father
are one” iz Jesus’ word again and
aggain repeated in different ways
throughout His life of ministry., To-
gether the Tather and the Son
wrought in the ereation of our world;
together they wrought in these few
crucial hours al Calvary and Jeseph’s
new tomb, in sealing for eternity ‘the
compact made before the foundations
of the world were laid. Glorious
truth fer us that the Sen withheld
net Himself frem death, and that the
Pather did not fail in calling forth
His Son frem the grave. “If Christ
he not raised,” writes Paul, “your
faith iz vain; ye are yet in your sins.
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Special Appointments g
for February é
|

3
g Christian Home Day,
February 4
“S8igns of the Times” Cam-
paign, February 4-18

Second-Sabbath Missions
Offering, February 11

Temperance Day,
February 25
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Then they also which are fallen
asleep in Christ are perished” 1
Cor, 15:17, 18, T, B. B.

wooo®

The Church Without a Pastor—
May It Prosper and Grow?

THis has beeeme a vital question,
and iz canging comsiderable study,
ospeeially in the larger cenferences in
which there 'are many ehurches and
it is pessible to supply only a few
with a pastor. In cur conference it
hag been fuily demonstrated in sev-
eral ‘places that the church can grow
and prosper under the leadership of
the local elder,

In one church the elder eonduneted
several cutside intorests, and he is =«
busy man, being the manager of a
braneh power eompany. These meet-
ings inereased in inferest until a com-
pany was ready for baptism; and as
a result of this elder’s work, the mem-
bership inereased during the year
from fifty-eight to elghty-three; There
was also an inerease in tithes and of-
ferings of over $300, This sams elder
iz now calling for a minister to come
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and baptize another clasg he has
ready.

In another church the loeal elder
furnished the money for the 'church
building. He then made a systematic
canvass of every home in the place
with Present Truth, and held Bible
studies. As a result of his work, two
families aeeepted the truth, Then a
tent effort was held there, and the
membership increased from eighteen
to thirty-nine, and therc was also an
inereage in tithes and offerings.

Another elder who has given faith-
ful service fer twelve years in a
large church, was recently placed in
charge ¢f two smaller churches, and
he is doing excellent work.

In another chureh the treasurer,
having a burden for soul winning, in
his work as traveling salesman in a
near-by territery left tracts, papers,
and small beoks with his customers,
and in this way he was instrumental
in bringing one family into the fruth
and interesting many others. At
times he has carried the burden ef
the church in all lines of work, and
it has prospered in membership,
tithes, and offerings.

There are many today who, if qual-
ified by study and prayer, filled with
the Hely Spirit, and fired with holy
zeal, ecould take the leadership as
eiders in our churches, and lead the
members into a great seul-winning
campaign.—dA Conference President.
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Suggestive Program for Sabbath
Service, February 4

OpENinGg Sowa: “Home of the Soul,”
No, 919 in “Christ in Song.”
Scriprure: Mal. 3:1-6; 4:5, 6, (Or
Christian Home Bible Study.)
PRAYER.
RecirawioN: “Are All the Chil-
dren In%”
Sowna: “Lead Them to Thee,” No. 70
in “Christ in Song.”
Reavivg: “Pamily Worship,” by A.
W, Spalding.
Sprcian Musie: “The Love That
Binds.”
-Reaping (or TaLk): “A Parable of
a Garden.”
AnNOUNCGEMENT, Home COMMISSION
OrrER: “Sacred Responsibilities.”
OFrERING FOR LOCAL MISSIONARY
WORK.
CLosiNg Song: “Home, Sweet Home,”
No. 737 in “Christ in Song.”
BENEDICTION.
Note to Leaders
Again we are glad for the privi-
lege of hringing before our dear
brethren and sisters the importance
of Christian homes in which to train
our children. No one can cast off the
vesponsibility of parenthood as o Hght
and trifling thing and still eseape
the wrath of the Lord. The indiffer-
ence of parenis is the greatest sin of
today, and is directly responsible for
the flogd of erime which is sweeping
over the earth. Someday the fathers
and mothers will find that there is no

Family Worship
BY A, W. SPALDING
Becretary, Homé Commission
HE center of all religious

teaching in the home is the

institution of family prayers,
or family worship, or, in the figura-
tive term that is often used, the fam-
ily altax. .

From the very earliest times this
form of communion with God has
been practiced by the worshipers of
the tirue God. When Adam and Eve
ginned and weve thrust out of the

- Garden of Eden, the plan of salva-

tion was immediately put’into opera-
tion by Ged, and the fallen race were

SO MR I S e T A T R

oxeeption to the rule that what the
parent sows and what he allows to be
gown in tho fallow ground of the
child’s mind and heart, he will reap
within a few years in a harvest either
of erime or of righteousness and serv-
ice, TYet parents not wait until it
is too late. Biudy as well as prayer
and diligent cffort is reguired. The
Ifome Commission of the General
Conference holds out a helping hand
to all parents, and.there shounld be
cooperation to the fullest cxtent in
making every Seventh-day Adventist
home a Christian home,
GeN. Conr. HoMr Miss, DEpr.

STIAN HOME DAY

bidden to lock to Him who was to be
their Redeemer. The symbol of the
sacrificial lamb was instituted to
point forward to the Sin Bearer; and
at the gate of Hden the smoke of the
sacrifice ascended, with the prayers

" of the lost, but not forsaken, family

of man,

The office of priest, as well as of
chief, in aneient times helonged to the
head of the family. Tt was the fa-
ther’s, or patriarch’, duty and privi-
lege not only to govern his children,
even when they were grown, and to
direet them in all social and eivil
matters, but also to mediate between
them and God, to teach them the ways
of righteousness, and to bring to them
the favor of the heavenly Iather.
This was his priestly work.

Why did God give to the father
this work? Recause, first of all, to
the little child his parents stand in
the place of God. The child in his
infancy eannot know God; those who
represent, in his limited comprehen-
sion, all power and all goodness, are
his father and mother. To them,
therefore, belongs the opportunity
gradually to lead the child to a
knowledge of God. The father and

Home—The Father's Kingdom, the Mother's World, and the Children’s Paradise
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the mother, if they live the life God
intends them to live, will always have
an experience in the things of God
surpassing . the child’s '~ experience.
Therefore, the parenty are fitted to
stand as gui&ea aild‘ mediators bef-
tween their childver and God. To the
father, as head of’theffami}y, belongs
primarily this office of priest, but to
the mother also, and espeeially to her
when the father fails,

While in later generations the office
ef priest or minister has by God Him-
self heen bostowed upon a special
consecrated class in Hisg chureh, noth-
mg can take away from the father
and the mother their primary interest
in this religions training of the child.

“In a sense the father is the priest
of the household, laying upen the fam-
ily altar the merning and evening sac-
rifice., But the wife and children
should wnite in prayer, and join in the
song of praise. In the merning be-
fore he leaves home fer his daily
labor, let the father gather his chil-
dren about him, and bowing before
God, commit them te the carve of the
Father in heaven, When the cares of
the day are past, let the family unite
in offering grateful prayer. and rais-
ing the song of praise, in ackmowl-
edgment of divine care during the
Quy —H*Menistry of Healing,” pp. 398,
393,

What Constitutes Family Worship

Rightly cemceived and rightly con-
ducied, the exercise of family worship
is a peried of instruetion approépriate
to the age of the parvticipants, and of
a4 spiritnal culture which fixes the
habit of veverence and faith,

That there must be religions in-
struction of ehildren by Christian
parents, cannot be denied. That this
instruetion should ineclwde a progres-
sive knowledge of God and His rela-
tiong to men, of the proper mode of
approaching Him in prayer, of the
means of learning His will for us
throwgh His inspired word, the Bible,
is admitted by all Christians. That
to be effective this insiruction must
be regular and systematic is self-
evident to every intelligent person.
Given these factors, we have family
wership. Hewever eondueted, what-
ever the minutize of ifs program,
such religioug instruction constitutes
family worship, And Christian par-
ents will see to it that the institution
of family worship is established and
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maintained in their homes, else the
knowledge and 'practice of religion
will die out of those homes,

" “If ever there was a time when
every house should be a house of
prayer, it is mnow. Infidelity and
skopticism prevail. Iniquity abounds.
Corruption flows in the vital cwrrents
of the soul, and rebellion against God
breaks out im the life. Enslaved by
sin, the moral powers arve under the
tyranny of Satan. The soul is made
the sport of his temptations; and un-
less some mighty arm is stretehed ount
to rescue him, man goes where the
archrebel leads the way.

“And yet, in this time of fearful
peril, some who profess to be Chris-
tians have mo family worship. They
do net henor God in the home; they
de not teach their children to lave
and fear Him. Many have separated
themselves so far from Him that they
feel under condemmnaticn in approach-
mg Him. They cannot ‘come boldly
unto the threme of grace,” ‘lifting up
holy hands, without wrath and doubt-
ing,” Heb. 4:16; 1 Tim. 2:8. They
have mot a living connection with
God. Theirs is a form of godliness
without the pewer. . . . .

“By sincere, eurnest prayer parents
should make a hedge about their chil-
dren. They should pray with full
faith that God will abide with them,
and that holy angels will guard them
and their children fromm Satan’s eruel
power,”—“Testimonies,” Vol. V1I, pp.
42, 48.

Causes of Neglect

The causes of_ negleci of family
worship in nominally Christian fam-
ilies are commonly one or more of
these three: Lack of time, lack of
interest, eonseiousness of unforgiven
sins, Think it over, and see if that

is not so.

_off to school.

* thing oeccurs.
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_Take the ({irst-mentioned eause.
The practice is carried on for a time
of having family worship at a given
hour. But there comes a morning
when the family oversleeps. The fa-
ther must Tush to get to work, the
mother is hurried and worried, the
children must be prepared and rushed
Time must be saved
somewhere, Breakfast must be eaten,
for we cannot go without eating, even
though hastily. And we say, “Well,
we are serry, but we shall have ne
time for prayer this morning.” And
we let it go.

We do not intend to do it again,
but a few wmornings later the same
The children beeeine
accustomed to omission of the wox-
ship, and are likely to dillydally until
breakfast time; and father and
mother, with some feeling of guilt,
Jese more and move the habit of fam-
ily wership.

Take the scecond cause. The man-
ner in which family worship is often
conducted is this: the family drift to-
gether, perhaps with repeated ealls to
some negligent member of the fam-
ily; the father or mother opens the
Bible, reads a chapter anywhereo, with-
out previous refleetion or thought of
its appropriateness or ecomprehensi-
bility; then the family kueel in
prayer, and perhaps the father prays
the same prayer every day, varying
his phrases a little for shame of rep-
etition, but yet showing that he is
not really seeking God. The prayer
ended, the members rige, and without
ceremony wend their several ways to
their work. That sort of empty cere-
meny will soon kill all interest in
family wership. It is, indeed, a
greater cause than the first why fam-
ily worship is being lost out of the
homes, and it is econtributery to the
first cause.

Take the third eause. How many
and many a father and mother have
not the close relation with their leav-
enly Father that makes them certain
of His favor! Perhaps we echerish
some sin, some indulgence, because we
do not want to give it up; and it con-
demns ws. Perhaps we feel teo guilty
because of known sins, and fear to
some to God for fovgiveness. Pex-
haps we have stumbled and failed so
pmany times that we are disceuraged.
In such a condition, how can we ap-
proach God with our children in wor-
ship and make it more than a mum-
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mery, a heathenish performance, in
which we neither take any interest
nor have any faith? This caunse, I am
persuaded, is the chief of all, and is
contributory to both the second and
the first cause,

Remedies

What are the remedies? for
tainly we cammot allow sueh causes
to stand between ns and God, between
us and our duty to our children.

Take the lagt first, The remedy
for the eondemnation under which we
are crushed is to eome to Christ and
receive His forgiveness. We must he-
lieve His promiges: “Come unte Me,
all ye that labor and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest.” Matt. 11:
28, “Iim that cometh to Me T will
in nowise cast out.” John 6:37. “If
we eonfess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness,” 1 John 1:9. Every night
know that your sins are forgiven;
every merning rigse with the joy of a
free soul. And then that joy will
be manifest in the home, and the
greatest eause of the negleet of fam-
ily worship will be removed.

Take the second. The way to rem-
edy the lack of interest is to put
brains info your religious oxXereise
and teaching. It takes some effort,
some planming, to make the service
inferesting, but it is worth it.

Take the first. The remedy for
lack of time ig gystem. Tt is not
that we lack tune, but that we do net
plan and use our time aright, Lack
of system in hemes is Tesponsible for
more ills than auy other lack,

But besides the causes for negleet
of family worship which are eited
above, there is very frequently the
difficulty that not hoth parents are
Christians, and the ome who is not
a Christian i at Dbest indifferent, at
worst oppoesed, to having family wev-
ship in the home, Generally it is
the father who is mot a Christian, and
the mother sometimnes has a very diffi-
cult time to train her children m the
ways of God.

A Vital Question

The question which confronts the
faithful mother or father is, What
shall T do when wy companion, the
father or the mother of our children,
refuses to hawve family worship in
the home?

First, pray.

cer-

Mightier things are
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aceomplished by prayer—earnest, per-
sistent prayer—than can be accom-
plished by any other influence. . “Let
mothers come to Jesus with their per-
plexities. They will find grace suf-

fielent to ald them in the care of .

their ¢hildven. The gates are open

for every mother who would lay her.
« burdens at the Saviowr’s feet, He

who said, ‘Suffer the Iittle children
to eome unto Me, and forbid them
not, still invites mothers to bring
their little omes to be blessed by
Him.*—“Ministry of Healing,” p. 42.

And then go forward and hold
family worship with your ehildren.
You may teach them the way to
Christ even while your heart ig bux-
dened with the sorrow of your hus-
band’s failure. It is altogether pos-
sible that the husband and father
may be won te God by your faith-
fulnegs. T.et me tell you the story
a man told me about himself:

How Our Father Was Won

Father not a  Christian;
mother became one. She determined
te hold family worship with the
children.  Wather left the house,
night after night, whenever mother
took the Book. But one evening he
said to himself, “What’s the sense of

was

B MO R M M IS I I 3T

Are All the Children In?
Axp all the children in? The night is
faHing,

And storm elouds gather in the threat-
ening west;
The lowlng catile seek a friendly shelter,
The bird hies to her nest;
The thunder cervashes; wilder grows the
tempest,
And darkness settles o'er the feartul
1 ;
Come, shut the door, and gather round
the hearthstone :
Are alt the children in?
Are all the chitdren in? “he night is
alling,
When gilded sin deth walk about the
streels.
Oh, “nt the last it biteth like a serpent™!
I'oisoned are stolen sweets,
0 mothers, guard the feet of
perience,
oo prope te wander in the paths of

mnex-

sin !

Oh, shut th? door of tove against tempta-
on !

Are nll the children in?

Are all the echildreu in? The night is

falling f .
“The night of death is hastening on

apuee ;
The Lord 1s calling, “IBater thou thy
chamber,
Anrd tavrv there a space”
And when Ile comes, the King in all Hisg
glory,
Whe @&led the shametul
Nearts to win,
O may tl}e gales of heaven shut about

death our

ws !
With all the children in!
—Blizabeth Rossei
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my going off just because inother
wants to play this fool game every
night? It%s my house, TI’ll stay here
and read the paper.” 8o he buried
himself behind his newspaper, while
mother gathered the children to her
knee, read a Bible story, and then
with them knelt down and prayed.

He paid no attention until his Loy
began to pray a simple, short prayer
that ended with these words: “Bless
papa, and help him to know the
trath, and to keep the Sabbath. For
Jesus’ sake. Amen” Father got up
and tiptoed to the door, but be had
not closed it behind him before he
heard his baby girt lisp: “An’ hless
papa, an’ help him keep de troof.”

He wandered around outdoors until
bedtime, The next day his mind was
even more distuthed. At worship
that evening he Iaid down his paper
and listened; and when it ecame to
his boy’s prayer, that father slipped
to his knees for the firgt time in his
life; but he was up before they saw
him. The next day was Sabbath, and
his ehores done, father put on his best
clothes, and to his wife’s inquiry he
replied: "Why, mother, T theught I'd
go to Sabbath sehool with you, if you
don’t mind.” She didn't mind, For
years theveafter that man held impos-
tant positions and did a great work
for God mntil age retired him. And
he told me this story himself.

All Honor™ to Faithful Mothers

Many a man owes his whole Chris-
tian expevience primarily to the faith-
fulness of his mother in teaehing him
and praying with him, in the face of
hig father’s indifferenee or epposition.
How many times have I heard one
who has borne the heaviest burdens,
and longest, in our own chureh work,
tell how, though hig father never ae-
cepted the faith, and opposed his
continuing in it, yet his mother,
morning by morning and night by
mght, vead with him the Bible, and
knelt at his bedside to pray with him.
To that faithful imother’s eourage and
labor, how many thousands teday owe
their salvation and their joy, because
of the ministry of that son!

But let the mother’s daily life and
conduet be in accordance with her
prayers. The patience, the forbear-
ance, the cheer, and the courage that
belong to the Christian will give evi-
dence of the influence of true religion
upon her own Hfe. With sueh an

g Home—*‘A Little Bit of Heaven to Go to Heaven In"




experienee, the impressions made hy
her Rihle study and prayer with her
children will make an indelible im-
print upon their minds, to which their
afterlife will testify. '

A Parable of a Garden

BY AGNLS LEWIY CAVINESS

OwcE upon a time a man planted
a garden with fine seeds, and . when
he saw them coming up he was glad,
and his meighbors rejoiced with him,
“fhese ave the finest seeds I could
proeure, and this is fine soil. T shall
have a wonderful harvest,”” he said.
f"When it ie woll grown L shall water
it and weed it and ecare for it as a
fine gardem should be eared for.”
And so he weni away and left his
garden to grow of itgelf

Now the seeds were vigorous, and
the soil was rich and good, The sun
shone down hot upon it, and the rain
gcame in ahundanee, so that the seeds
awelled and sent forth shoots, and in
a little while were ahove ground.

Ths man saw this with pride; and
rejoiced” within himself and to his
wife.! Hé mnoted that the seeds in
his neighbor’s garden ovey the way
had net dene half so well. This, he
told himself, was hecause he had such
a fine stoeck for his heginning, and
heeause the seil and growing eondi-
tions were so superior in his garden,
And so, having rejoieed within him-
self, the man went away again and
left his garden to itself, And the
gsun shone, and rains came, and the
garden grew and grew, and the man
was well eontent. Always the plants
grew bigger and greener, and the
man more and more eontent.

Now after some days; the man no-
tieed that theve were many small fino
weeds ahout his plants; hut they werc
very small weeds and they surely
could do mo harm. “When plants are
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s0 vigorous as these of mine, a few
small weeds cannot hurt them” he
gaid ‘to himself. “When soil is so
rich and fine as this, of necessity
weeds must spring up. It could not
be otherwise. But in time they will
die of themselves, and the plamts will
live on sturdily, Such good sun and

rain must surely produee a goed gar- -

den in spite of the small weeds that
intrude for a time!” And the man
went away again to his offiece and to
the other men who also had gardens
at home and had left their gardens
to grow alone.

And so time went on, The plants
grew Dbigger and bigger, and the
weeds grew higger. DBut of eourse
the weeds would soon dis out and
the plants live on alone.

Once the wifs mentiomed the faet
that they should perhaps rid the gar-
den of weeds, and her hushand as-
gured her that all gardens have weeds
in .the beginning, hut that really
good soil and the sunshine on plants
from vigorous seeds always produee
a fine yield, and so there was nothing
to he anxious ahout. And the woman,
having a great housse and many
friendls and many charities to look
after, was glad to helieve that all was
well, and worried no more ahout the
weeds jn the gardem. And the gar-
den eontinued to grow hy itgelf,

Now the weeds, seeing that nobody
hothered about thsm, deeided that
this was a goed place to grow. So
they sent down their roots deeper
and deeper and their hraneches far-
ther and farther. And the plants
began to feel their roots erowded hy
the weeds, so that they did not grow
so well. Still they did net give up,
hut went on growing as hest they
could by themsslves.

fa= P Bhatiia e e e el e

The Love That Binds

{Tune : “Blest Be the Tie That Binds,”
No. 416 in “Christ In 8ong”}

Bresr be the iove that binds
Qur hearts with mother's love ;
Often we go to mothel's room
T'o learn of God and pray.

Bhe ghares our many woes,

Our many burdensbears ;

Our hopes, our fears, our alms she
knows,

She comforts and she cares.

Iler sympathizing tear

1or each of us is ghed

Whenc'er our feet forbidden siray

In paths go dark and drear,

May we remember {rue

The one God gavest us ‘

T'o cheer and help ug bear our load,

With Christ as friend and gulde.
—loda E. Bailey.
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Now it happened that the man at
the close of a2 day, weary and per-
plexed by many worries, heard two

‘men talking of a garden. "They were

saying what a shame it was that
sueh fine seeds had been used in such
fine soil and no efforts were made
to keep out the weeds, The one told
the other that he had never seem sueh
fine seeds as were sowed, and com-
mented on how well they had grown
at fivst. “But,” the second told the
first, “surely, unless something is done
soon, the harvest will be only of
weeds!?

And the man whose garden it was
went home startled. He went to his
garden, and in truth the wecds had
grown heyond all helief. Ile went to
his wife and ecalled her to ses. Ie
asked her if she had not moticed the
phenomenal growth of weeds, and
why she had dene nothing about it.
She had nothing to do at home all
day; why had she so neglected their
possessions?

Now the wife had seen the devas-
tation and hed called his attention
to it, but he had been sure there
was mnothing to be alarmed about.
And since the earth was grubby and
the sun hot, she had been glad to
agree with him. Howaver, she thought
now that he should do something
about’ the weeds; only she was sure
the method should be one of culti-
vating the plants and igmoring the
weeds. Surely that would be the
way. They might have hegun imme-
diately, hut they were so interested
in the ways and means that the day
was gone and the weeds grew on un-
melested.

On another day the wife didl begin
to water and nourish the plants with
mueh energy for a few moements.
But the sun shone on all verdure
riehly, and the water she gave the
plants strengthened also the weeds.
And, anyway, she had many other in-
terests; so the garden was forgotfen
and grew on alone.

And then the man, coming home,
ehaneed suddenly to see his garden
ag it had becn that of another man,
and the weeds suddenly looked tre-
mendous and the plants fairly ehokoed
among them. So the man was ap-
palled and ran shouting to his garden,
ealling his wife as he ran. He took
great heavy tools and laid about
him right and left beeause the great-

Home—A World of Strife 8hut Out and a World of Love Shut In
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ness of the weeds was a rebuke tfo
him and shamed him before his
neighbors. He was bound they must
be dome away with immediately, that
they should shame him no more. So
he worked and shouted at the weeds
until he was exhausted. Then he
slept content that mow hiz garden
was safe. And again the garden was
left alone to grow, for the man wwas
dreadfully oecupied with many other
things at this time. Anyway he was
at peace, for had he net struck out
mightily against the weeds, and were
they not all destroyed?

The wife also was much absorbed.

She did see the garden at times, and
questioned greatly if the method had
been the best. It had not been her
way, at least. Anyway, it would
probably all come out well. Af least
it was not her fault if if did not.
She had often made herself: weary
watering it, She could not help if
the weeds also grew.

The summer days began to shorten,
and the timo of harvest drew on. At
different times and by different moth-
ods had the man and woman sought
to better their garden, for they could
well see that while many small weeds
had been destroyed, some others had
grown to shocking proportions and
were indeed hecome so stocky that
there. was no getting rid of them
now. So they comtented themselves
with working around these and culti-
vating such of the plants as remained
to them to cherish. It was impossible
te ignove the weeds any longer, and
they still disagreed over the method;
#o the man and his mate were forced
to acknowledge to each other that
there was scant hope for the harvest
to which they had fondly looked for-
ward. 8o they fell to blaming each
other more and more, and ceased to
try to work greatly in the garden.

And now at last came the harvest-
time—the time of fruit bearing and
rejoicing over well-carned abundance
of good things! But when they
came fo look for it, ihe harvest was
not there; for the plants had been
choked by the weeds,-and the weeds
had grown to he the whole garden.
And the man and woman sat down
and wept over the garden. And the

man said to the woman, “Perhaps,

after all, your way was best. We
should have watered all the garden,
and the weeds would have died of
their own accord!”

-hourty eare.
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But the woman, touching his hand .

in' gorrow, said, “Not so, beloved!
The weeds should have all been up-
rooted; only your tools were so sharp
and hard, I feared them greatlyl!”

And as they grieved thus, the mas-
ter Gardener spoke to them sorrow-
ing, and said to them, “My children,
you were both wrong, and you were
both right. The sun and water are
priceless,—the garden must have these
for growth,—but they are not enough.
The weeds must all be rooted out
and the soil kept cultivated and me]-
low and enriched with care and love.
And, too, My children,” and His
voice was very tender, “you began
much, much too Jate to succeed.
Weeds must be eradicated early—so
carly—before they take the stremgth
from the plant roots. And then, too,
you were bugy about so many other
things, whereag a garden needs daily,
You must nmever forget
you have a garden, and you must
work together in love, and be patient
with ecach other while you work.”

And as they comtinued to mourn,
He said, “There is no other way.
You must begin very, very early and
work 2 little every day and be gentle
while you work., T also would fain
have helped you whenever you had
called. Only you seemed to need Me
so liftle.” And He sighed as e
laid His hand on them in love.

And the man and woman cried
out to Him. “Master! You are
right! We have been wrong and im-
patient and restless and inconstant!
We see our wrong! We confess our
sin! Forgive us and give us yet an-
other garden to grow for Thee!”

And the Master smiled on their
tears amd comforted them as He
could, saying, “I forgive, I forgive,
My children!” .

“Oh, thank you, Good Master!
Now give us another garden! We
see our mistake, We will plant
again, and this time we will do welll”

But the Magter sadly shook His
head. “I forgive you, My children,

and T will comfort you all the long
days, but I ean give you no second
garden,
time—only one garden.
ing time iz gome forever

There ig only one growing
Your plant-

tr

The Christian Home Bible
Study

1, The home of Abraham,
18:19. -

2. The home of Moses, Fleb, 11:33;
Ex. 2:1-10.

Gen,

3. The home of Jesus. Luke 2:40,
51, 52.

4. The home of Timothy. 2 Tim.
1:5; 3:14, 15,

5. The home of obedience. Ex,
20:12; Col. 3:20; Eph. 6:1-4.

6. The home of ideals. Deut. 6:7,

11, 195 Prov. 31:28; Ps, 144:12,
7. The home of the redeemed. Isa.
54:13; Matt, 19:14; Mark 10:186.

9w

A Doctor’s Tribute to His'
Parents

Orren soms and daughters fail te
appreciate the blessing of godly par-
cnts who sacrifice and toil for them,
and whose love and prayers follow
them to the very ends of the earth.

‘We have received from the parents
of ome of our graduates the follow-
ing tribute veeeived from their som,
who has gpent many years im mis-
sion work in distant lands.

“My hope for eternity I owe to
you, If you had not brought me
up in the truth and sepported me
always by your prayers, it is very
likely that I would have no such
hope. Now that this old world is
going to pieces so fast and so many
have no hope, this is the most pre-
cious of all things I have. If my be-
lief of the truth and my future hope
lead me to do any good thing in this
life, you have a large part of the
credit for the good that is dome,

“But best of all, in a way, is the
love you have always shown. TYour
teachings and financial help would
have meant mueh less if they had mot
come along with hearts full of affec-
tion for me. Even the keenness of
mind T inherited from you has been
more fruitful because of your love
and prayers. 8o, while T am thou-
sands of miles away, I want you to
remember espeeially on Christmas
Day that I know about your love,
that I appreciate it, that T understand
what it has done for me and what it
means to me, and that T return it
as well ag I kmow how, The coming
years are likely to he few, but hard;
but' no matter how many and mnog
matter how hard, I feel sure that our
love will last and will pull us
through together.”




A Precious Jewel

Dr. J., Wisor CHAPMAN rclated
the following incident: #I was stand-
ing in a great jewelry store in a eity,
and I heard a salesman say to a lady,
‘Madam, this pearl is worth $15,000.
I was interested, and said, ‘Please let
me sece tho pearl that is worth
$15,b00\’ The salesman put it on a
piece of black cloth, and I studied it
carefully. I said, ‘I supposc your
stock is very valuable!” And as I
looked around that beauntiful store, T
imagined them bringing all their
stock up to my house and saying: ‘We
want you to take care of this fo-
night.” What do you think T would
do? T would go to the telephone and
call np the chief of police and say:
‘T have all a city jeweler’s stoek up
in my house, and it is too great a
respongibility. Will you send somne
of your trusted officers to help me?

“But T have a little boy in my
home, and for him I am responsible.
T have had him nine years, and some
of you have just such another little
fellow. X turn to this old Book and
I read this word: ‘What shall it
profit a man, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul?
It iz as if he had all the diamonds
in the world, and held them in one
hand, and just a little boy in the
other, and the boy would be of more
worth than all the jewels. If yon
would tremble if you had $3,000,000
to 5,000,000 worth of jewels in your
house one night, how will you go up to
your Father if the lad i8 not with
you?"—The Leader, Northern Euro-
pean Division.
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Sacred Responsibilities

For seventecn years the Home
Commisgion hag ministered to the
ideal set bhefore us in these words
from Mrs. White; “Upon fathers
as well as mothers rests a responsi-
bility for the child’s earlier as well
ag its later training, and for both
pavents the demand for careful and
thorough preparation is most urgent.
- . . Never will educatipn accomplish
all that it might and should accom-
plish until the importance of the
parents’ work is fully recognized, and
they reeceive a training for its sacred
respongibilities,”—“Education,” p. 276.
Thlousands of parents have taken ad-
vantage of the instruction and help
offcred, and many houschiolds bear
witness to this training. But not all,

Now the Home Commission has re-
organized its work and revised its
study plans to meet the needs and
opportunity of ail. It offers short
courses in a great variety of aunb.
jects, as well as the more complete
Home Secienee Course. No parents
can afford to let the years drift by
while their children are growing up,
without. putting forth the utmost ef-
fort to traim those children for God.
These are diffienlt times for ehildren
and youth; let the parvents give their
utmost for their salvation and train-
ing. God tells parents to get a train-
ing; let parents heed.

The Home Commission offers help
through “Parents’ Lessons,” “The
Parents’ Couneil,” ete., and will be
glad to assist any who apply. Address
the Home Commission, General Confer-
ence, Takoma Park, Washington, D.C,

Missionary

Leadership

The Attributes of a Consistent
Christian
BY L. R. POTTER

1. An  Assured Christian. Christ
said, T “Fnow My sheep, and am
known of mine.” The apostle Paul
said, “I Fnow whom I have belicved.”
The congistent Christian should be
able to say, “T Fnow I am His and
He is mine”

2. 4 8clf-controlled Christian. When
motives, words, or actions are mis-
understood o misrepresented, the con-

gistent Christian takes no offense, but
pursucs the even tenor of his way.
“The graee of Christ is to control the
temper and the voice. . . . The life
breathes a sweet perfume, which as-
cends to God as holy 4incense, Liove
is manifested in kindness, gentleness,
forbearance, and long-suffering,  The
countenance is changed, . . . There
is expressed a habitual gentleness, a
more than human love”—*Christ's
Object Lessons,” p. 102,

3, A Bible Christian. Luther liter-
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ally fed wpon the Bible. If you would
be strong, healthy, and uscful in the
Ohristian life, be a daily student of
the Bible.

4. A Charitable Christion. Avoid
unwarranted egotism. An old Seotch
woman was addressed thus: “A per-
son would think, to hear you talk, that
you thought you and the ministor were
the only Christians in the world.” To
whieh the elderly woman replied, se-
riously, “Indeed, I have my doubts
sometimes about the minigter.”

5, A Forgiving Christign. Abraham
Lineoln’s motto is a good one: “With
maliee toward ione, with charity for
all, with firmnoss in the right, as God
gives us to sce the right.”

6, A Hopeful Christion. Dr. Adam
Clarke wus ealled the school dunece,
but his ambition and determination
were aroused by one who said, “You
will make your mark in the world yet.”
Adam Clarke became a great scholar,
minigter, misgionary, and author.

7. An Intelligent Chedstian. An ex-
perienced and suceessful minister 'once
told a group of young men, “God
has greatly blessed me, bhut He never
blesged my ignorance.”

8. A Joyous Christian. The apostle
Paul says, “Rejoice in the Lord al-
way;” and by way of emphasis he
adds, “Again I say, Rejoice.”

9. 4 Loving Christian. Jesus said,
“Love one another,” Johm affirmed,
“God is love.” - Peter adds, “Above all
things have fervent charity [love]
among yourselves,”

10. 4 Peaceful Christion. “Blessed
are the peacemakers.” “If it be
possible, . . . live peaceably with all
men.” “Be at peace among your-
selves”—in the home, the chureh, and
the neighborhood.

11. 4 Proyerful Christian. “The
effectnal fervent prayer of a righteous
man availeth mueh,”—in private, in
the family, and in public.

12. 4 Steadfast Christian. “Be ye
steadfast, unmovable, always abound-

ing in the work of the Lord.” 1 Cor,
15:58.
13. A Working Christian. “Those

who are humble and who do their work
as unto God, may not make so great a
show as do those who are full of bustle
and sgelf-importance; but their work
counts for more —*“Minisiry of Heal-
ing,” p. 477, “1 will that thou affirm
congtantly, that they which have be-
lieved in God might be eareful to
maintain good works.” Titus 3:8,
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Departmental Activities

A Timely Suggestion Regard-
ing Reading Racks

A LETTER has comie to hand, making
an 808 call in the interests of liter-
ature distribution through publie read-
ing racks, The suggestion is most
timely, and is stated as follows:

“] desire to e¢all special attention
to the importance of placing reading
racks in all places where people con-
gregate, espeetally in bus depots and
railroad stations. It has been my
practiee for some years to look after
a number of such depositories in a
wide range of tervitory. In omne eity
of the Middle West I placed 38,000
papers each ycar in the reading racks
at bus depots, and in another city
about 1,000 papers were used in the
railroad station. T visited these places
onee every twenty-four hours, to see
if papers were needed, and to keep
the literature straightemed out and
attractive in appearance; for I have
found that if the reading racks are
not well cared for, the general publie
will mot have much vespeet for the
contents. People will disarrange the
papers, taking them out and replae-
ing them upgide down, and scon the
rack looks like a pile of rubbish, un-
less special attention is given to keep-
ing ewverything in proper shape.

“I find that the gemeral publie are
interegted in the literature which we
place in the racks, and I have made
use of all our different periodicals,
and also tracts, making a special ef-
fort to collect the literature which so
often goes to waste in Sevemth-day
Adventist homes. It is time to in-
crease the literature-rack distribution
tenfold, yes, a hundredfold, especially
in the large eities. There aro also vast
opportunities in the rural sections.
But it is very essential that these
racks be looked after in a business-
like manner, and their contents kept
frec from soiled papers or rubbish,
Every paper should be carefully folded
and plaeed'so that the caption will
attract attention. There is no better
method for quickly scattering the
printed page of truth ‘like the leaves
of autwnn,” and the work is most in-
teresting and enjoyable.”

Faithful in All Opportunities

A rEW months ago I was on the
train traveling across the continent.
I became acquainted with a young
businessman and his wife from Cuba.
In our conversation I learncd that he
wag not a Christian; that his father
had been a Christian man, but was so
striet, severe, and exacting, that this
man, as a lad, had determined that
when he grew up he would have noth-
ing to do with Clristianity., There-
fore he had turned away from every-
thing that pertained to religion,

I felt improssed to talk to him, and
his heart was open to receive what I
had to say. I told him that that wasx
nob the spirit of the word of God, 28 T
mdersteod it; that-a man in whose
goul burned the spirit of Christ would
have mothing of harshmess or exact-
ness in his manner, but would be kind
and lovable. I said, “Your father
was undoubtedly a Christian, but he
had a different way of looking at
Christianity.” I told him about Chris-
tian people whom I had known, of this
wonderful Christian family to which
we helong, of the self-sacrificing la-
bors of the missionaries out in the
hard places of the earth, and of the
lives that have been laid down in the
service of God. He was deeply inter-
ested, and when I parted from him, he
gaid, “I have gained a new vision of
what Christianity really is, T am
glad to learn that there is a Christian
people in the world today who have
in their hearts that spirit of love and
gacrifice, and I aim to know more
about that people.”

The need today is to manifest the
love of Jesus. Everywhere we find
men and women hungering for some-
thing the world cannot give. There
is only one satisfying thing in all the
world today, and that is this blessed
message, There is mothing in the
world beside it. And if we are to
share in the ultimate triumph of this
message, we must be faithful in all
our opportunities for service. It is
only those who have heen faithful,
who will stand with the King of kings
and Lord of lords in that day.

GLENN CALKINS.

The Church Officers’ Read'ing

Course

EAcH year a seleetion of books con-
taining imessages particularly helpful
to church elders, missionary leaders;
and seeretaries, and all other officers
and c¢hureh members who are keeping
abreast of the layman’s missionary
movement, is given eareful attention
by a committes appointed by the Gen-
eral Conference. The ammual selee-
tions embrace a c¢ombination of from
two to four books, and are announced
wnder the title, “The Church Qfficers’
Reading Course.” Hundreds of ehurch
leaders and members have joined the
reading cirele year by year, and have
derived great pleasure and profit in so
doing.
‘We take real pleasure in announe-
ing the books compriging the Church
Officers’ Reading Course for 1939, as
follows: '
1. “The Early and Latter Rain,” hy
F. M. Wileox.

2. “The Carpenter of Nazaveth,” by
M. E. Olsen.

8. “The Great Controversy,” by Mrs.
E. G. White,

The first twoe books are presented
as the purchase volumes, while “The
Great Controversy” is ineluded as a
special study volume, which, in the
great majority of cases, need not be
purchased, as it is already in the li-
brary of mearly all our chureh mem-
bers. The urgent need of a rencwed
and closer study of this very important
volume of the Spirit of propheey is
a matiter which hag weighed heavily
upon the minds of the Reading Course
committee in selecting books for this
year. It is the peneral econvietion
that, irrespective of how often this
book may have been read hevetofore,
there is no more important instrueetion
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for the present timo than is contained
therain.

If is evident in a number of differ-
ent ways that the Holy Spirit has im-
pressed upon the mind of each member
of the committee the importance of
restudying “The Great Controversy.”
Therefore we feel constrained to urge
all former members of the Church Ofi-
cors’ Reading Course, and all cbhurch
officers and leaders appointed for the
pregent year, to unite in the reading
and intensive study of the three books
which have heen selected as the 1939
Church Officers’-Reading Course.

A 8Special Provision

Asg a means of helping all to enter
into the study of “The Great Con-
troversy” in the most gystematic and
thorough manner, we have arranged
for a chapter-by-chapter analysis, in
the form of “Thought Questions and
Notes,” to appear in the CHURCH Or-
FICERS’ GFAZETTE each month. The first
installment of these study outlines will
be found onm page 11 of this issue,

In the preparation of this material
we are most fortunate in seeuring the
cooperation of Elder D. B, Robinsen,
who has for many years heen closely
agsociated with the literary work in
connection with the writings of the
Spirit of prophecy, and at the present
time is associated with “The Ellen G.
White Publications,” with headquar-
ters located in the Genersl Conference
huilding. This is the first time a com-
prehensive study ountline has been fur-
nished covering one of the most won-
derful books of the age. We fesl
assured that all chureh offieers and
readers of the UHURCH OFFICERS’ (fa-
zreer will be glad to avail themselves
of this unusual provision.

The two hooks—*Karly and Latter
Bain,” and “Carpenter of Nazareth,”
retail for $2.25, But when they are
ordered together as & Reading ‘Courss
offer, the price iz only $1.75, postpaid.
Those who desire to purchase “The
Great Controversy” will be able to se-
lsct it from various styles of binding
at a price to suit: AlIl hooks should
be ordersd through Book and Bible
Housges. Each megmper of the church
officers’ veading cirele should enroll

with the conference home missiomary .

seeretary, in order to sgeure the annual
token of appreciation, in the form of
a uniqus hookmark or certifleate, which
is fornished by the—

GEN. Convr, Hoyr Miss. Drp.
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A Wonderful Book

For fifty years the book entitled
“The Great Controversy Between
Chrigt and Satan” has been in the
possession. of the remnant church as
one of the volumes of the writings of
the Bpirit of propheey. Concerning
the origin of this book, the auther,
Mrs, E, G, White, makes tho following
slatements: '

“Through the illumination of the
Holy 8pirit, the scemes of the long-
continued econfliect bhetween good and
evil have been opened to the writer of
these pages, From time to time I have
heen permitted to behold the working,
in different ages, of the great contro-

. versy between Christ, the Prince of

life, the Author of our salvation, and
Satan, the prince of evil, the author
of sin, the firat transgressor of God's
holy law. . ..

“As the Spirit of God has opened to
my mind the groat truths of His word,
and the scemes of the past and the
future, I have been bidden to make
known to others that which has thus
been revealed,—to traee the history of
the controversy in past ages, and espe-
cially so to present it as to shed a light
on the fast-approaching struggle of
the future. ... :

“Po unfold the seenes of the great
controvergy between truth and error;
to reveal the wiles of Satan, and the
means by which he may be successfully
resigted; to present a satisfactory so-
lntion of the great problem of ovil,
shedding such a light upon the origin
and the final disposition of sin as to
make fully manifest the justice and
benevolenee of God im all His dealings

with His creatures; and to show the

holy, unchanging nature of His law,
iy the object of this book.”
Thousandsg of copies of “The Great
Controversy” have been sold by colpor-
teurs in all parts of the world. Large
editions in foreign languages have

ds

Father and Son Who Made a Complete
Copy of “The Great Controversy”
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been issued. There iz mno means of
telling the exact number of people who
have seen the kight of truth and have
accepted it and taken their stand on
the right side of the controversy, as
the result of reading the book, but we
know the number would be very great.
Time and time again we come in con-
tact with ihose who testify that the
reading of ~The Great Controversy”
convineed them of the true way, and
through the guidance of the Holy
Spirit they found the way and are
walking in it. And it ig 2 striking
fact that these people are most firmly
established, true and loyal. They can-
not he shaken or moved. The message
of the book is as a rock of defense
against the darts of doubt with which
the enemy assails.

But we are wondering if all mem-
bers of the Seventh-day Adventist
Chureh of the present day really ap-
preciate this wonderful book. Has it
been read and studied by each member
of the church even once, or is it simply
known by its title and fragmentary
gtatements on leading doetrines held
by the denomination?

Of one thing we are sure, and that
is that “The Great Controversy” should
at this time be studied more prayer-
fully and earnesfly than ever before.
We are told that “the great contro-
versy between good and evil will in-
ereage in intensity to the very close
of time.” SBurely in this year of 1939
we need to be thoroughly familiar with
the instrmetion God has so specifically
sent to the church for guidance through
the confiict.

“The Great Controversy” has heen
selected as one of the volumes of the
Church Officers’ Reading Course for
1939, and we earnestly urge every offi-
cer and leader in the church to give
renewed study to the book. By fol-
lowing the monthly study outlines (see
page 11 of this issue of the GAZETIE),
the greatest hemefit will be derived.

Not long ago there came to our at-
tention the story of a father and son,
living in Mexico, who manifested a
zeal in obtaining a copy of “The Great
Controversy” which is most remark-
able. The hoy was a high-school stu-
denf, and in his teacher’s library he
came geross “The Great Controversy.”
e asked permission to borrow the
book, and was allowed to take it home,
The father, a Catholie, ¢hided the son
for hringing home a Protestant hook,

{Continued on page 11)
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Study Outlines on “The Great
Controversy”

For the Month of February
BY D. E. ROBINSON

Chapter 1—*The Destruction of
Jerusalem"

1. 81upy the eircumstances and oe-
casion of Jesug’ bitter grief and lam-
entation over Jerumsalem. Tor what
reasons must it havs seemed strange
and unaccountable to the onlookers?
17:1, 2 [15:1, 2].

2. Did Jesus have reason to feel sor-
row for Himgelf as e faced Geth-
semane and Calvary? What motive
led to great grief? 18:1 [16:1].

Norte—As we think of the trying
times ahead of God’s people, should
our greatest concern be for our own
. hardships and tests, or for the fate of
the impenitent? If we follow Jesus’
example of thinking of lost souls, how
shall we manifest this burden in our
lives?

3. Meditate on God’s compassion and
love for FHis people in IHis dealings
with them in the past and in Christ’s
mission of love to them. Memerize:
“The waves of merecy, beaten back by
those stubborn hearts, returned in a
stronger tide of pitying, inexpressible
love” 20:2 [19:3].

4. What had coused the prophets to
weep? How did Jesus’ view of the
future compare with their expectations
—(1) ag to the time covered, (2) as to
the multitudes of people velved, (3)
as to their iniquity, {4) as to the ge-
verity of the judgments? 21:1; 22:1;
36:2 [21:1; 22.1; 39:2].

5. Compare the great sin of the
Jews with that of the later Christian
world, 22:2 [22:2],

6. What prophecy of Micah was to
meet its fulfillment in the attitude of
the Jews and the destruction of their
city? How was it fulfilled? 26:2;
27:2 [27:2; 28:1].

7. What circumstances made it pos-
gible for Christ’s followers to escape
from Jerusalem with their lives?
Where did they find a place of gafety?
30:2; cf. 37:2 [31:1; ef, 41:1].

8. As illustrated in God’s dealings
with Igrael, note that God exhausts
heaven’s resources im seeking to per-
suade men to accept salvation, 20:3;
22:1 28:1 [10:4; 22:1; 28:1].

9, When men finally and irrcvoeably
rejeel God, they thereby choose Satan
as their ruler. What kind of master
is he? Show that the destrnetion of
Jevusalem and of the Jewish nation
was o natural consequence of their
impenitence. How does this prineiple

-apply to our own time? 35:3 [38:2).

10. To whom are we indcbted for
peace and protection? What may
eatise the withdrawal ef this protee-
tion, and with what consequences?
36:1 [39:1].

11, What conditions will prevail up
to the time of the clogse of probation?
38:1 [41:2].

‘Chapter 2—"Persccution in the
Early Centuries

1. In forecasting the experiences of
His people to the end of time, did
Jesus offer flattering inducements to
lead men to accept of Christianity?
What phase of their experience did He
especially stress? 39:1 [43:11.

Nore—The fact that Jesus foretold
the trying experiences through which
His church was to pass has exerted a
powerful influence in fortifying the
belicvers in thelr conflict with the
forees of evil.

2. What was the seeret of the forti-
tude and perseverance of the faithful
amid the awful persecutions under
paganism? 41:1, 2 [45:1, 2].

3, In what way did the persecution
prove to be a blegsing—(1) te the
cange of fruth, (2) to the experience
of the individual believers, (3) to the
church as a body? 41:3; 41:1 [45:
3; 47:2].

NoTg~—The phenomenal growith of
the church under these adverse cirowm-
stances is evidence of a remarkable
spirit of missionary zeal among the lay
members.

4, Changing his strategy against the
church, Batan wrought mors effee-
tually ~for its ruin by leading its

- members to ecompromise. They in-

creased greatly in numbers, but at a
dear cost in spiritual vitality. 42:2;
4371 [46:2; 47:2].

Note.—We see in the religious world
today a popular trend toward compro-
mise at the cost of a surrender of vital
truth.

5. What ghould be our attitude to-
ward the present-day trend for com-
promise with error? 46:1 [50:4].

Important Note: For convenience of the student, both (he page and the para-
graph referved to aré given, Thus “19:27 refers fo the second paragraph on page
wincteen. Because of @ difference in the paping of twe current edittons—due to
the difference in Hlustrattons-—both references are piven. The second veferencs,
in brackets, 18 to the 1926 end 1987 special end subscription editions. The editlon
may be identifled by noting ihe date of the last cupyright registration, which i

found on the back of the tiqﬂe page,
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6. What part did -apostates act in
their warfare against the doectrines of
Christ? 45:1 [50:1]. (For the ap-
plication of the same principle in our
own time see page 608, paragraph 2.}
[608:2-681:1.]

7. How can the statement of Jesus,
“I eame not to send peace, but a
sword,” be harmonized with His title,
“Prince of Peace”? 46:2, 3 [51:1, 8],

8. Notice God’s dealing with thé
rightecous and the wicked, in permit-
ting them to reveal their true charac-
ter, thus vindicating the justice of His
deeision in regard te their destiny.
48:1, 2 [52:2, 53:1].

9..8hould the fact that there is no
bitter persecubtion against the ehurch
be regarded as a matter for great sat-
isfaetion? What experience of God’s
people will result in a renewal of per-
secution? 48:3 [53:2],

A Wonderful Book
(Continued from page 10}

but on examining it e beecame inter-
ested and found that the boek dealt
with subjects he had long desired to
know more about. So he told his son
te try to purchase the hook from
the teacher. The proposition was not
favorable to the teacher, however, as
he said he did not know where he
could get another copy, and was not
willing to part with the one he had.
But the father insisted that he mugt
have the book. Finally, they asked
the teacher if they might borrow the
book for a longer period. This request
was granted, Then father and son
began to copy the book—the boy writ-
ing on the typewriter as the father
read page after page. During eight
kours & day, for two solid weeks, they

worked, transeribing the seven hum- -

dred pages of the book, and at last
sueceeded in baving a typewritten
copy of their own., The photograph
Herewith gshows the father and son
holding the pages of “The Great Con-
troversy” as they produced them in
Spanish on the typewriter.

Do you prize this wonderful book in
the same degree as these honesthearted
people in Mexico? If you do not al-
ready kave a eopy, it will require hut
a small expenditure of money and a
single postage stamp to receive it from
your neavest Book and Bikle IHouge,
Let every church officer and every
member of the ehurch unite during
1939 in ome unbreken reading circle
for the study of the wonderful book,
“The Great Centroversy.”

GeN. ConF. HoME Miss. Depy.




12

The Church Officers’ Gazette

How the Message Came to Me

[NorE.—In many instances, first contact with the message of truth
centers around some phase of persomal missionary endeavor, such as
the distribution of literature, a persemal visit, a neighborly act, a Bible
study or a cottage meeting, an invitation to attend Sabbath school or
churel service, Harvest Ingathering, ete.
appropriate follow-up work has led to full acceptance of tho message
and uniting with the remnant church. Believing that it will be encour-
aging to all personal workers to learn of the actual results attending
the various aectivities, we extend an urgent invitation to all church
members who attribute their kmowledge of present truth to such a
beginning, to send a brief account of their experience to the General
Conference Home Missionary Department, Takoma Park, D.C.—EpITOR.]

From this point of contact,

Kindly Interest Manifested by a
Christion Mother~—My chum was a
Beventh-day Adventist, and I was al-
ways made weleome in his home, in
which I wisited frequently. The
mother in this home was an invalid,
but she was always intevested in her
callers, and always knew just how to
speak a word for Christ in such a
way as to make a deep impression. I
had been receiving the Signs of the
Times for a number of months,
through the thoughtfulness of some
one who ‘was interested in my welfare,
but I was quite indifferent to religions
things. Hoivever, I could not get
away from the kind intorest mani-
fested by the mother of my chum, as
she would call attention to points of
truth and refer fo articles in the
Signs, Later T accepted the invitation
to attend Bible studies conduwcted in
the home, and In due time I became
convineed of the truth and was bap-
tized. In order to keep the Sabbath,
I gave up a good position; but the
Lord has cared for me, and I rejoice
in the knowledge of the third angel’s
message. I am indeed thankful for
the kindly personal interest of that
‘Christian mether, who, though shut
in by invalidism, was not unmindful
of opportunities te win a soul to
Christ,

The Book “Daniel and the Revela-
lation.”—When I was eight years old,
a man eamc to our nsighborheod sell-

.ing a book. My parents wanted the
hook, but were too podr to buy it. But
a neighbor bought one, and we children
would go to her house and look at the
strange pictures of beasts with horns,
and read as much as we could about
dreams and visions in the Bible.

About three ycars ago I was truly
converted, Then I began to pray that
God would lead me to His true church.
T said, “Lord, if it is the smallest
chureh in the world, if there are not
more than two members, but they arve
your people and have your Bible
truth, T will unite with that ehareh.”

One day T was in the publie library
looking through some religiows books,
and I eame to one called “Daniel and
the Revelation.” On opening it, I
recognized it to be the same as the
beok that had been of so mueh in-
terest to me in my childhood, The
conviction came so strongly that this
bhook was associated with the answer
to my prayers, that I found where
the volumme could e obtained, and
seeured a eopy for myself, T did not
merely read the book; I studied it
carefully. Then I set out to find the
people who believe the teachings of
the book. I found the Seventh-day
Adventist congregation in the ecity,
and have been attending the services
regularly for several months. And
now I wish to be baptized and unite
with the church.

Pagtor C. A. Folt, in referring to-

the above experience, says, “The
woman was not an entire stranger to
ns when giving her testimony, for we
had followed her progress from the
first day she came among us, and after
careful examination as to her Chris-
tian life and knewledge of the mes-
sagoe, we consider that she iz ready
for baptism.” i

Prayer and the Singing Band—
Back in 1929, when I left home to sail
the seas as an cngineer officer, my aunt
prayed with me and presented me with
a Bible. T vemember that in her
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prayor she asked the Lord to make
a way for me to acecpt His precious
truth, and that the Bible might be my
guide and counselor. I had heard a
few things about what my aunt con-
gidered “the truth,” but T was not in-
terested. As time passed on, however,
T had a longing for something better
in my experience, but being semewhat
prejudiced against the Seventh-day
Adventist doctrines, I sought help in
the Methodist Chureh., T hecame &
member of the choir, and engaged in
home missionary endeavor, as con-
ducted by that church. But still being
dissatisfied, I turned to the Baptist
Church and conneeted with them in
like manner. ¥t seemed to me that I,
without a religion, was like the man
“without a country,” and I was most
unhapyy.

One Saturday evening I went to
clioir practice in the Baptist parson-
age. It was a stormy evening, and
only two or three members of ‘the
choir came, Disappointed, disheart- '
ened, and blue, I boarded a bus for
home; and, after taking iny seat, 1
offered a silent prayer, asking God to
take me by the hand and guide me by
the Holy Spirit to the place where my
soul could find satisfaction. TUp to
this time my Life had seemed to be a
failure. My marriage had gone on the
rocks, and life seemed more or less a
blank., But the Lord answered my
prayer in His own way.

I left the bus at one of the main
thoroughfares in the eity, and decided
to walk down a certain avenue to
reach my place of abode, I had
not gone far before my attention was
attracted by a chorus of vojces, sing-
ing one of my favorite hymns—

“I've found a Friend ; oh, guch a Friend!

8o kind, and trne, and tender,

Ho_wise a Counselor and Guide,

So mighty a Defender,

From Him, who loveth me so well,
What power my soul can sever?

Shall life or death, or earth or hell?

Ne; I am His forever.”

This was followed by several more of
the real old-fashioned songs that my
mother used to sing. I appreached the
singers, and soon learned that they
were soliciting money for some good
cause, and, although T had only a
nickel in my pocket, I slipped it into
the ean which was passed around,
One of the young women gave me a
copy of a paper entitled “For Human-
ity’s Sake,” and I asked her what
church the group rvepresented., Rhe
seemed rather reluctant to mention the
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name Seventh-day Adventist, fearing,
I suppose, that prejudice might be
aroused, But I teld her that I be-
liecved I had been led, as an answer
to prayer, to find the group of singers;
and then ghe agked me to wait a min-
nte while she went in search of a man
in the ginging band whom she intro-
duced to me as the pastor of her
chureh. He talked to me very kindly,
and I opened my heart to him, explain-
ing my longing to find the right church
and to get closer to God. The pastor
agked me to accompany him to hig
home, and I did so. As we talked and
prayed, I realized that not only my
prayer was being angwered, but also
the prayer of my Seventh-day Advent-
ist aunt,

When I returned to my room, the
firat thing I did was to lneel down by
my bed and thank God for leading me
to the friends and the church I was
geeking. The next Sabbath I attended
Sabbath school, and have been a regu-
lar attendant sinee thal time, more
than a year ago. I also united with
the singing band as they went out
night after night during the time of
the eampaign, and seeured three dol-
lars more than my goal. The pas-
tor’s wife gave me twenty-seven Bible
studies, after which I was baptized
and united with the ehurch.

When T notified my cmployer that I
could no longer report for duty on
Saturdays, he promptly said he could
got along without my services. But
in this, as in other erises in my life,
I asked Geod to lead and direct, and
within a few days I had seemred an-
other position in which I was allowed
the Sabbath off, and recetved a larger
salary than that which I had received
when I was with my former employer.

Last summer I attended the firgt
eamp meeting mm my experience, and
it was to me a feast of good things.
It was at the camp meeting that I
purchased a new Bible; so now the

Bible which my aunt gave to me will’

retire from service. After nine years
of toil and hardship, including some of
the most severe storms on the Atlantie
and the Pacific, among which will be
remembered the Florida hurricane of
1929, and the storm in which oceurred
the sinking of the “Vestris” off the
Virginia Capes, my aunt’s prayer has
been answered, I would lke to re-
quest the prayers of Christian people
that T may continue on in the service
of the Lord.
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Febrﬁary 4—wWin Another With
the “Signs”

Two years age, with the revival of
the “Win One” movement, the editors
and the promoters of the Signs of the
Times, and those who sct the type,
make up the pages, run the presses,
and mail the papers, all began to work
and pray earnestly that the Signs
would bo a greater soul-winning influ-
ence than it had ever been before,

History has been made rapidly sinee
that time-—in the world, and in the
proclamation of the truth, We have
seen prophecy fulfille@d in the affairs
of nations, War has raged in China,
Spain, and other places. Ioundaries
in Europe have been changed,” while
only the restraining power of God has
held back thé winds of war. There
have been devastating floods and other
disasters, all witnessing to the relia-
bility of the words of Seripture con-
cerning what 18 to happen in the last
days. '

Through these times the Signs in the
hands of our people has been a mighty
agency for giving the truth and win-
ning sonls, Many families and indi-
vidualy are rejoi¢ing in peace and in a
new hope in God because some one
with a love for souls faithfully sent
the Signs to thexrn

Recently the pastor of a Presby-
terian churell in Toledo, Qhio, wrote
that he had aceidentally eome across z
paxt of an issne of the Signs of the
Times, bearing the date, August 13,
1935, on a short trip he had made.
“The meat contained therein,” le
writes, “was better by far than any-
thing obtained in paper form to date,
and T want to lmow if the Signs of
the Times ia still being published. If
so0, please write me, sending me late
copy with subscription blank, T know
when T need food.”

In.these days of perplexity there are
many people whom the Liord’s Spirit is
directing to the Signs of the Times for
spiritual food. May we have the vision
and the faith which will lead in using
the Signs in a larger way through an-
other eventful year. There is no better
way “to win ancther” than “with the
Signs of the Times.”

J. R. FERREN.

February 11—Our Pioneer Soul-
Winning Periodical

To look hack into the early files of the
Signs of the Times is to be impressed
that God led in the establishment of
our “pioneer missionary paper.” For
cxample, we read: “I saw that there
would be a paper published upon the
Paeific Coast. . . . A paper published
on the Pacific Coast would give strength
and influenee to the message. The light
God has given us isn’t worth much to
the world unless it can be seen by be-
ing presented before them. T declave
to you our vision must be extended.
We see things nigh, but not afar off.”
—“Tife Skelohes,” p. 210. ‘The real-
ization of the fruits of these leadings
and eonvietions were soon to be seen,
Bixty-four years age the first issue of
the 8igns of the Times came from the
little hand press in Oakland, truly to
proncer in opeming the truth to the
people, If was dated June 4, 1874,

In the Signs itself, (Mareh 1, 1877)
four years after the vision referred to
above, the story is told of how God had
led far beyond expectations. A lot, a
building, and a working capital, all
adequate, had been provided. In an-
other eolumn in the paper a list of
experiences and conversions are found.
One man rejoiced beeause he had been
freed from the tobaceo habit, and had
found the Sabbath truth. A reekless
sailor had found the light. A Baptist
minister had accepted the Sabbath
truth and the truth of Christ’s second
coming. “My mind is made up,” he
said, “te spend the rest of my life with
the Adventists.” e had .only rcad
the 8igns; he had mever leard an
Adventist gsermon,

Those experiences have been multi-
plying through the years as the Lord
hag used the Signs of the Twnes in
quietly and silently preaching the
truth and winning people te it. The
influence of the Signs iv so closely and
inseparably woven into every other
kind of soul-winning emdeavor, that
wo would net know how to get along
without it today. It is truly pioneer-
ing today as in the early days, but on
a mueh larger scale,

During the wmomentous year just
closed, more than four million copies
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of the Signs of the Times have been
distributed by our people. There will
surely be a wonderful harvest in re-
sults and waves of influenee, During
the past year we made & 10 per cent
gain in 8igns cireulation, which meant
reaching from 77,000 to 79,000 fam-
ilies every weel with the messages of
the Signs. The year before, it ran
from 70,000 to 72,000, Surely there
should be still greater advancement
this year, when the Signs will bear a
continuouvs serles of articles dealing
with events which definitely fulfill
propheey. The Lord will bless us in
laying larger plans for peraonal work
through the mails, and in every way
possible for reaching more people with
our pioneer soul-winming paper, the
Signs of the Times, J. R. FERREN.

February 18—Personal Testi-
monies and Experiences

Sc¢rPTURE Key Thought: Mark 6:31.

A letter received from a sister in
one of our churehes in the Midwest
contains the <following statements:
“Last Sabbath our pastor took charge
of the church missionary service, and
ealled on three of the church members
to relate their experiences. It was
a wonderful meeting, We all felt
inspired to do something ourselves,
The experiences were briefly told, and
surely indicated that God is working
for "His people.”

Once each month opportunity is af-
forded for listening to personal testi-
monies and experiences as related by
our brothers and sisters who are united
in the onward march of the layman’s
misgionary movement. We are told that
“fgr more than we do, we need to speak
of the precions chapters in our expe-
rience—*Christ’s Object Lessons,” p.
838, Let the time allotted to this mis-
sionary service be used to the very best
advantage in telling of experiences in
the Lord’s' work, thus bringing new
courage to all and aseribing praise to
our heaventy Father, The promise is,
“In all thy ways acknowledge Him,
and IHe shall direet thy paths.” Surely
we desive to be under Hig direetion,

W. H. BERGHERM.

February 25—Why the “Win
Another”’ Plan?

BroAUSE the “Win One” plan is the

sure way. There ig more assurance of
getting at least one person to aceept
Chriat gs his personal Saviour by espe-
cially working for ome, rather than
scattering the efforts and singling ont
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no ome in partieular, The writer’s
mother was left a widow with six chil-
dren, and because of financial diffien)-
ties the four oldest were placed in an
orphans’ home, We attended the Meth-
odist Church. However, in time a fent
was pitehed near our home, and mother
ageepted pregent truth. Her own stand
for this new light, and her perscnal
talks and influenee, caused my younger
brother and me to give our hearts to
Christ and accept this message. As
the four older children returned home
at the age of eighteen, mother taught
them the truth, and three of them be-
came Seventh-day Adventists, This is
largely why I believe in the “Win An-
other” plan,

Christ had large congregations at
His meetings, and many peopls fol-
lowed Him from place to place. He
doubtless veached many through these
publie efforts. Wew are called to this
larger work, hut all ean do personal
work, Jesus ever sought opportunity
to speak to the individnal. We read
how He singled out Zaechaesug from
the erowd and won him and his family.
Algo of how He went into Matthew’s
office and, in the midst of business
duties, appealed to him to forsake all
and follow the pathway leading .to
eteynal life.

During the noontide, while resting
at Jacob’s well, Jesus enteved info
conversation with a woman who came
to A her pitcher with wwater, and
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thereby won one soul; and as a resuli
of the woman’s testimony, a multitude
helieved on. Him.

A erowd of people is passing through
Jericho. Blind Bartimaeus hears that
Jesus is in the multitude; so he eries
out, “Thou Soen of David, have merey
on me” Many charge him to he quiet.
But he only shouts the louder. dJesus
stops and calls him. In response fo,
“What wilt thou that I should do unto
thee?” he cries out, “Lord, that I
might receive my sight.”” And “im-
mediately he received his sight, and
followed Jegug in the way” Mark
10:446-52.

“I have heard of a eity of light,
With igcs streets made of zllttering

goid,
Of the angels in garments of white,
And 1the songg which shall never grow

old,
There fresh glories unfold,
in that ety of gold,
But the joy of m{ Lord wili be mine
Qler Eh?dlambs have brought to His
old.

“] have heard of a couniry so fair,
With its hills and its valleys of green

Covered over with flowers so rare
While the river of life flows between ;

There the {ree on 1ts shore

Giveth life evermore;

But the greatest of joys will be mine
In the sonig I have led to that shore.
‘“Let them sing of the frnits and the

flowers,
And the manglons so heanleous and

grand ;
Let them tell of the joys that await
Those who enter Imamanuel’s land ;
But the wonder will be, '
That my Lord ghould use me,
A poor ginner, to help some lost Soul
Share‘éh&é joys of that beantiful land.*”
nd,’

WILLIAM A. BUTLER.

one. , .

MONTHLY POSTER SERMONETTE—THE MELTING
POWER OF LOVE

“Go to your ueighbors ome by

“Come cloge to them till their hearts

are warmed by your unselfish interest
and love. Sympathize with them,
pray for them, wateh for opportu-
nities to do them good. . ..

“Do not mneglect speaking to your
neighborg, and doing them all the
kindness in your power, that you ‘by
all means may save some, "—“Chris-
tian Service,” p. 116,

“While logic may fail to move, and
argument be powerless to convinee, the
love of Christ revesled in persomal
ministry, may soften the stony heart.”
—“Christ’'s Object Lessons,” p. §7.

ing  Association.

next month,

NorR.~This poster 1s one of @ set of fwelve, size 13 @ 20 inohes, which
may be obtained for 50 cents @ set frum the Review and Herald Publish-
TMustrated truth makes lasting {mpression.
church should muake wuse of the posters,

Huer:
Watch for “Postsr Sermonetic”
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young ()Deople; @epartmeht |
olﬂ missionctry /Vo/unteers

February Officers’ Notes

If T Were Secretary—

WOULD remember that my so-

ciety Is a part of a great world-

wide orgamization of youth who

are preparing themselves, and
helping to prepare others, for a life of
service now and for eternal life when
Jesus comes,

I would tfy to help the other mem-
bers of the soclety to catch this larger
vigion,

T would study my duties as outlined
in M. V. Leaflet 4, pages 10 to 12.

I would be alert to see the things a
seeretary can do to assist the M. V.
Society leader. )

I would attend the wedkly executive-
commitiee meetings.

T would keep adist of the names, ad-
dresses, and telephone numbers of the
M. V. Boclety officers.

T would sign all certificates of mem-
bership promptly and give them to the
leader for presentation; and enter the
names and addresses of the members
on the society membership list,

T would keep an up-to-date list of
the names and addresses of all young
people of the chureh, whether or not
they are members of the society, and
from time to time scek to interest in
the work of the socioty those who ave
not members already.

T would survey the programs for the
year as outlined in the December
(+azZETTE, so that T might look ahead
with the gociety leader and other mem-
bers of the executive commitiee in lay-
ing plans for the work of the seciety.

I would order all supplies, sueh as
record blanks, pledges, charts, and
leaflets, early, through the church
missionary seeretary, from the con-
ference Book and Bible House,

I would gather weekly reporfs of
missionary work by having the ushers
distribute and eollect the Missiomary
‘Workers’ Individual Report Blank.

Y would issue monghly reports of the
missionary work of the society to the
conference M.V, secretary.

T would record accurately the names
of those who begin and who complete
any specifie line of work such as Bible
Year, Reading Courses, A dvanced Study
and Bervice League, Progressive Classes,
ete., so that they may recelve proper
certificates or awards upon my apph-
cation to the conference M.V. secre-
tary.

I would carefuliy record the minutes
of all meetings o:fy the society and of
the executive commitice.

I would vary my reports to the so-

ciety so as to maingain their interest,
to inform them of their achievements
individually and as a society, to point
out wherein they may improve, and to
spur them on to bigger and better
things.

I would be sociable, and give a par-
tieularly hearty welcome to the visitor.
- I would correspond with the eonfer-
ence M.V, secretary regarding those
young people who move to another
vieinity, so that he may put the near-
est soclety in touch with them, or en-
Toll them in the conference society,

I'wouid complete my records promptly
at the close of the year before I turn
them over to my suceessor,

M. W. M.

M. V. Messages Fund

ON Miggionary Volunteer Day next
month, March 11, an important of-
fering knewn asg the “M.V, Messages
Fund” is to be taken in every church,
The M.V, Megsages Fund is the finan-
eial project for the youth of the North

American Division to help make avail- -

able to the young people of other lands
that wonderful book of counsel to
Adventist youth, “Messages to Young
People.” By means of this offering, the
youth of North America are stretch-
ing the hand of fellowship in helpful-
ness across the distance to their fellow
Missionary Volunieers in lands where
young people face unusual problems
and perplexities, who have need of the
eoungel of the Spirit of propheey for
young people.

During the last twe years the youth
of the North American Division have
given for this project, and as a re-
sult ¢f their giving, funds have heemn
sent on to several divisions to help
in the translation and publication of
“Messages to Towng People” The
Southern Furopean Division received
help for the tramslation of the book
into Rumanian and French, the South
American Division for the Spanish and
the Portuguese, the Northern Huro-
pean Division for the Danish-Nor-
wegian, Swedish, and Finnish; and
the China Diyision for help o hring
the book out in Chinese, Requests
have eome in from two other division
confersnces for help, This is a won-
derful opportunity for the young peo-
pie of North America to help other
young people. Let the Missionary
Volunieer officers keep this offering
ceonstantly before the members of the
M.V. Sgciety so that on Missionary
Volunteer Day a large offering may be
received. A goal of bweniy-five cents
a member is suggested for each Senior

Missionary Volunteer, Eneourage the
members of the society to begin now
to plan for this offering. Remember
the date-—Missionary Volunteer Day,
Mareh 11, AW, P

Christian Home Day

NoTHING is more vital to the well-
being of children and youth than the
influences of the home. Recognizing
this, the General Conferemce has set
aside Sabbath, February 4, as Chris-
tian Home Day, It is hoped that in
avery chureh the program for Christian
Home Day will be observed. In order
for this meeting to be a real suceess,
careful preparation should be made by
those taking part in the program;
therefore, the assignments should be
made some time in advance, Let us
pray earnestly that this special pro-
gram on behalf of the home may result
in the revival of true godliness in
homes represented in our churches.

C. LesTzr BoNb.

Temperance Day

O every hand are marked evidences
of the fact that the liquor and tobacco
interests are doing every possible thing
to popularize their products. More
than ever before in the history of the
world men and women are resorting
to the use of sleoholie beverages, the
smokirg of tobaeco, and the use of
other narcotics, There should he no
relaxation of effort to edueate the
members of the chureh, the children
and youth, as well as our neighbors
and friends, regarding the harmfui
nature of such indulgences.

SBabbath, February 25, has been ap-
pointed as Temperanee Day to be ob-
served in all our churches, Whether or
not the church conducis a temperance
Program at the elevem-o’cloek service
that day, it will be well for the Mis-

slonary Volunteer SBociety to give ai-

tention to this important topie.
C. Lester Boxp.

%o

March Topics

4, My Friends and Their Influence
on Me.
11. Our Feathered Friends,
(Tunior—Why [ Want toc Be a
Comrade.)
18, In 8tep With the Remnant People.
25, Jesus Christ’s Book,
(Junior-—Cetting Acquainted
With the Bible.)
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Playing Fair With the
Family
(Program for February 4)
BY LEO THIEL

OPENING SoNG: No, 233 in “Christ in
Bong.”
PRAYER.
ScrIPTURE LESSON: Luke 10:38-42.
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SoCIETY BUSI-
NESS. '
SECRETARY’S REPORT.
OFFERING.
PRELIMINARY STATEMENT. (Bee “Note
to Leaders. ”)
TALK: “Tdeals in the Christian Home.”
Symprosum: “The Christian Home.”
PoEMm: “Home” (By Edgar A.
Guest.) -
Tatx: “Some Attractions and Dis-
traetions.”
Crosmg HyMN.
BENEDICTION.
Note to Leaders
There should be np need for an
apology for a program discussing the
Christian home. Many of the mem-
bers of the Senior Missionary Volun-
teer Society may not he in charge of
a home of their own., But practieally
all of them are in their parental homes.
It is none too early to begin to formu-
late home ideals even in the minds of
those who are the youngest members
of the soelety. It is hoped that this
program may aid in aceomplishing
thig,

Ideals in the Christian Home

Muca is said today of the decline
of the home. The sad fact is that toc
much of what is said is true. A mere
glance at the statistics of the divorce
courts convinees one that in many
eages the home was badly founded.

Yet even today and in times like
ours, Christian homes are still in ex-
istence, and the blessings of life in
such an atmosphere ave still voueh-
safed the sous and daughters of men.
The painful situation in the world to-
day can be 2 matter of mere ohserva-
tion rather than one of experience to
him who is careful that he does his
part in playing fair with the home,
Let us consider some of the aapects of
the Christian home.

- Pirgt of all is the matter of ideals,
0Of all the gifts God gave to men,
some of the most important ave the
ideals He placed around us for our
benefit and pleasure. No hoeme ean
long be a pleasant place if there are

not worth-while ideals on which it is
founded.

The realization of ideals necessarily
is a selective process. Weo must con-
tinually choose. We must constantly
discard, seleet, and cherish. Some of
the ideals to be cherished are courtesy,
kindness, love, expressed appreciation,
It helps quite materially for father
and mother to say “please’” and “thank
you,” The young daughter has done
well. Tell her how nicely she has done.
Don't take too mueh for granted. A
dozen words of merited praise unnee-
essarily spoken are better than a word
or two of deserved and expeeted ap-
proval which are left unsaid. The
young Son has been a gentleman under
cireumstanees that make right decorum
diffieult. Tell him you are glad that
he, at least, knew how to behave.

Tdeals must constantly appear in the
relationship of father and mother.
These two mnst present a united front.
Differences in the condueting of the
home necessarily arise. Omne's way is
not always the way of both, Then the
ideal of silemce could and should pre-
vail, When fathar and mother are
alone, the differences can be discussed
gnd the affair adjusted. Bspecially
when the children ave young is it hard
on the youthful mentality for father
and mother audibly and omotienally
to air their differences,

Politeness is a virtne that should
be one of the ideals of the Chrigtian
home. It is aptly expressed in the
old conplet:

‘“Politeness is to do and say
The kindest thing In the kindest way,"”

The membors of the family should
have a passing acquaintance with the

, best methods of etigquette as practiced

in the location and at the time of
usage. But no hook of etiquetto can
possibly meet all the cireumstances
that avise in the conduet of the home.
Here it iz that the ideals of kindness,
eonsideration, and forbearanee pre-
vail.

What is the program for tonight?
Well, T expeet to do this if you have
nothing else you would rather have me
do, is the response of the danghter.
The plans of each member of the
household are kept liquid until alt the
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plans of all the others are developed.
Then each gives and takes until all
have something of what they want.
Mother wants to spend an evening
visiting., The older ehildren speak uvp
and offer to stay with the younger
children, This is an exemplifieation of
consideration for others in the home,

LoyaHy is an ideal greatly to be
cherished. This is one of the deshr-
able traits that can early be taught.
The home presemte a united froms.
Parents recognize the weanknesses of
the children, but do not diseuss them
before. outsiders. Children, as they
grow older, are econscious of short-
comings of the parents, but do not
mention them before playmates. Fa-
ther still is a sort of hero. Mother,
as always, 18 on the pedestal around
which nothing evil can linger.

Responsibility is another ideal of
the Chrigtian home. The wise man
said it is good for a man to bear the
burden in youth. It is surprising how
early children can be taught to help.
And they like it. The young ones
bring bagkets, earry pails, cavry eggs,
with some trepidation, to be surve.
They run errands of all fypes and
are happy because they feel that they
are doing gomething and are really 2
part of the coneern,

The cave of animaly and pets is one
of the best devices to teach responsi-
bility, The work is divided, and each
ehild has a clear understanding of
what is to be done. It is a good plan
that wherever possible the child be al-
lowed to share in the profits of the
care he has bestowed., Proceeds from
the sale of e¢alves, or hens, or other in-
come, make Junior feel that he is a
partner vather than a hireling if he
pockets part of the proceeds. But in
all this teaching of responsibility,
father and mother must still strongly
feel that it is their responsibility
carefrlly to oversce what is dome,

Friendliness and companionship are
ideals of the home. The parents must
take time and be willing to spend time
in merely being friendly with the ehil-
dren, “A friend is one who knows alt
about you and loves you just the
same.” Cireumstances arise in every
ehild’s life that place him in the need
of counsel.
can go to ome of hiz parents and find

there the friendliness that makes the-

approach easy and the counsel easy to
take, Thiz friendliness should exist
first of alt between the pavents. It

Happy is the child who.
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can well be expressed in times of soli-
tude when father can state to one of
the children the question as to whether
the child really appreciates the fine
character and the charming personal-
ity of mother. Father and mother
must he friends, and then show them-
gelves friendly with each of the chil-
dren.

Family ecompanionship means put-
ting aside the book you arc interested
in and spending the time showing
Junior the imtricacies of one of the
household games. It means putting
off a3 muchneeded day’s work in the
garden to enable the whole family to
spend some time in a pienic atmos-
phere. It means a constant chooging
and changing of plans to cnable the
older members of the household to ap-
preciate the desives of the younger
anes. Father puts himself in Junior’s
place in order that no one feels left out.
Not only in scenes of pleasure does
this gpirit of ecompanionship prevail,
but it also should be present in scenes
of work. No child Hkes to work alone.
Much more is aceomplished and with
* much more pleasure if mother assists
in the household tasks and father aida
in the outdoor work. Gardevs are
tended, wood is eut, and the chores-are
done if father and the boys all work
together. In this work atmosphere,
with its accompanying informality, an
easy avenue of approach is afforded
for the diseussion and the eventual
golution of many problems of life that
may have little relationship to the
work in hand. Here, too, is an oppor-
tunity for expressed appreciation. The
parent ecan easily express his appre-
ciation, not only of the work done by
the children, hut alse of the pleasurs
of their companionship.

Ideals are practical. They ean be
earried out. They must be carried out
if the Christian home is to he a place
where fair play is seen and appreei-
ated and eventually vealized.

The Christian Home

(Quotations are from “Ministry of
Healing. ™)

1. WuAT are sowe of the far-reach-
ing effects of fair play in the home?§

“The restoration and uplifting of
humanity beging in the home. The
work of parents underlics every other.
. .. Out of the heart are ‘the issues
of life;’ and the heart of the commu-
nity, of the ¢hureh, and of the nation,
is the heusehold.”—Page 349.

2, What important aspeets do loy-
alty and fair play have, in the Chris-
tian home?

The Church Officers’ Gazette .

“Arvound every family there is a
sacred cirele that should be kept un-
broken. Within this eirele ne ether
person hag a vight to ecome. Tiet not
the husband or the wife permit an-
other to shave the confidences that be-
long solely to themselves.”-——Page 361.

3. On what basis is the Christian
home founded ¢

“Let each give love rather than ex-
act it. . The spirit that Christ
manifests toward us Is the spirit that
Iwshand and wife are to manifest to-
ward each other.”—Page 361.

4. What plan ghould be used in the
arranging of the Christian home?

“Liet the homemakers resolve to live
on a wiser plan, Let it be your first
aim to makae a pleagant home, Be sure
to provide the <£acilities that will
lighten labor and promote health and
comfort. Plan for the entertainment

. of the guests whom Christ has bidden

us weleome, . . . Furnish your home
with things plain and simple, things
that will bear handling, that ean be
eastly kept clean, and that can be
replaced without great expense”’—
Pages 369, 870.

5. What important part can the
father play in the Christian home?

“The father should enforee in his
family the sternmer virtues,—energy,
mtegrity, honesty, patience, courage,
diligenee, and praetical usefulness.
And what he rvequires of his children
he himself ghould practice, iflustrating
these virtues in his own manly hearing.

“But, fathers, do not diseourage
your children. Combine affection with
authority, kindness and sympathy with
firm restraint, Give some of your
leisure hours to your children; become
acquainted with them; associate with
themn in their work and in their sports,
and win their confidence. Cultivate
friendship with them, espeeially with
your sons,”—Page 331

6. What part does the mother play
in the Christian home?

“There is a God above, and the light
and glory from His throne rests upon
the faithful mother as she tries to edu-
cate her children to resist the influence
of evil, Mo other work can equal hers
in importance., She las not, like the
artist, to paint a form of heauty upon
eanvag, nor, like the seulptor, to chisel
it from marble. She has not, like the
author, to emhedy a noble thought in
words of power, nor, like the musieian,
to express a beaubiful semtiment im
melody. Tt is hers, with the help of
God, to develop in a human soul the
likeness of the divine—Pages 377,
878.

7. What are the spiritual respomsi-
bilities of the Christian home$

“In the morning before he lcaves
home for his daily labor, let the father
gather his children about him, and,
bowing before God, commit them to
the care of the Father in heaven.
When the cares of the day are past,
let the family unite in offering grate-
ful prayer and raising the somg of
praise, in acknowledgment of divine
cave during the day.”—Pages 392, 523.

17

Some Attractions and Distrae-
+ tions of the Modern Home

Teo often, I believe, we take the
position that some of our modern in-
ventions are inevitable causes of the
home’s deeline. The radio, the wotion
picture, the lowering of social stand-
ards, the inereased freedom of youth,
all are frequently cited as insuperable
obstacles. We seem to be told that all
homes would be ideal were they placed
back in the “former days.”

However, we can find these inven-
tiong an aid as well as a detriment.
The radio gives a good chance to
choose, The better programs ave the
ones to be used. The family, the
whole family, should be educated to
chooge wisely and with profit. The
radio programs often offer interestin
avenues for discuggien. Problems o
ethies and eondoet can easily be
brought forth from a worth-while pro-
gram. The situations and charaeters
often ean be used as illustrations of
good or bad eonduet, The worth-while
mngieal programs can be made the
bagis for excellent cultural progress.
Those of us who live in the smaller
places can, nevertheless, have the best
orchegtras and choruses by means of
these programs. The news commen-
tators enable vs to be up to the minute
on world happenings. We simply
must c¢hoose.

The antomobile can casily be used
to teach ecarefulness, comsideration,
and high personal honor. The young
peopte of the family showld and eould
be gshown and taught that driving the
family car is a trust 'highly &0 be
cherished and not lightly to he disre-
garded. The desires and plans of the
whole family can well he used as a
means of teaching consideration. The
planning for the evening’s mge of the
car can he arranged omly after the
plans of each member of fire family
arc considored. The fact that the
younger members of the houschold are
entrusted with the ear can be a means
of their being brought to realize that
thiz ig a confidence shown in them
that is worthy of their earnest con-
sideration.  Correet social usage
should be expected and ean be realized
when mixed groups are riding,

The motion picture does not neces-
sarily mean the motion-pietire indus-
try or the motion-picture theater.
Even in our schools and churches we
find profibable and interesting eve-
nings spent seeing the hest in motion
pictures. The home can be a place to
make fast the worth-while ideals ex-
pected and developed in the pictures
shown outside the home, Here again,
disenssion often ean be more potent
than the more formal types of admoni-
tion, What father says in the free
and easy atmosphere of a family con-
clave generally eounts for more than
a firm preaching tone in a formal way.

Hocial standards change. Ome gen-
eration gives youth frecdom ablmost to
license. The mnext generation insists
that youth be sedate and restrained be-
yond their years, But God’s standards
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do not change. We musi nuse the days
in which we live as steppingsfones to
the higher plane on whieh God’s ap-
proval rests, Back of all our desires
for integrity and righteousness are
eorrect principles. As the homes of
Moses, Joseph, and Daniel inceuleated
right prineiples of true conduct in the
lives of these men, just so' Christian
homes ean he suceessful today in estab-
lishing high prineiples in the youth of
today.

W

A Positive Program .
(Pragram for February 11)
BY €, LESTER BOND

Sones For Topay: Nos. 64, 60, 51, 87,
in “Missionary Velunteer SBonga.”

QOPENING HIERCISES.

TaLK: “The Dos and Don’ts of Re-
ligion,”

TALK: “God’s Program Offers Pleds-

Tan: “Christianity Intensely Practi.
eal.”
CLosING IXERCISES.

Note to Leaders

We would suggost that at the elose
of this program, a small card and pen-
¢il be given to vach one present, so that
he may signify which Iine of work he
wighes to follow during the year—the
Advaneed Study and Servies League
or the Master Comrade Class work,
Then collect these cards before the
meeting iz dismiszed. Be gure to or-
ganize your study groups ai once, so
that interest does not have time to lag
in any way. Purchage “Outline for the
Advanced Study and Service League,”
price, 15 eents each, through your
Book and Bible House, for each mem-
ber of the class; or “The Master Com-
rade Manual,” priee 60 cents each,
for each prospective Master Comrade,
Both of these books eontain informa.
tion on how to conduet the classwork,
the textbooks required, the work to be
accomplished,ete. Check cards for both
of these classes and a Master Comrade
Chart may be obtained through your
conference M.V, seerotary or Book and
Bible Houge. It would be best fo
write to your eonference M.V. seere-
tary in advance of this program, get-
ting from him details of organization
and whatever blanks he ean send you,
so that you will be ready to organize
the interssted group immediately.

The Dos and Don’ts of Religion

Gop’s entire plan for the human
family has been of the positive nature,
He placed man here upen thig earth
and planned for him to be fruitful and
multiply and replenish the sarth and
find joy and evertasting life in loyalty
to his Master. Had man always re-
membered ihe positive side of CGlod’s
plan, there never would have been any
negation in his exporience, This is
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well illustrated with the imeident ve- '

lated in the second ehapter of Genesig,
verse sixteen. “The Lord God com-
manded the man, saying, Of every tree
of the garden thou mayest freely eat.”
This was the positive side of the com-
mand. And it was only when man be-
came diszatisfisd with the positive pro-
gram thal the negative command was
ezgential and must be applied.

Even after man disoheyed and failed
to earry out God’s purpose, and the
death sentence was rendered, God had
a positive program for his redempiion
and restitution. And so He said to
the human family, “Repent, and twrn
yourselves from all your {ransgres-
siong; 80 inigquity shall not be your
ruin.”  Ege, 18:30, And the same
point is emphasized again in Tszaiah
1:16-18.

In order to make this positive plan
effective, God sent His own Son into
the world to be itz Saviour, And when
Jesus came, Ie said, “I am coms that
they might have life, and that they
might have it more abundantly,” He
wanty us not merely to live, but to live
the abundant life, the life that brings
true satisfaction and enjoyment to the
heart and that proves a souree of edifi-
eation and blessing to others every day.
Not only did God send Jesus to holp
His children find this abundant life,
but He gave them His Book for the
same purpose. (Read Deuteronomy
6:24,)

If we obey the command, “Remem.
ber now thy Creator in the days of thy
youth,” there will be no inelination in
our lives to chafe under the restraint
of the negative eommand, “Thon shalt
not make unte thee any graven image,
.+ . thoun shalt not bow down thyself
to them, nor serve them;” for we shall
alroady be living out the imstruetion
of the negative command. We shall
feel the joy and satisfaetion that
comes into the life through doing, or

.in other words, following the ingirue-

tion of the positive command.

When we enter upon the abundant
life through repentance and a surren-
der of our hearts o the Lord Jesus,
He still hasg a positive program for us,
and we find Him saying, “Go ye into
all the world, and preach the gospel to
every creaturo.” Mark 16:15. And
to make this more explicii and spe-
cifle, the apostle James defines truc
religion thus: “Pure religion and un-
defiled before God and the Father is
this, To visit ths fatherless and widows
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in their afflietion, and to keep himself
ungpotted from the world.”

Aectually, the only time that a nega-
Hve command is ever neecssary is when
we lose stght of the positive,—when we
fail to carry ount the “dos™ of religion.
Sometimes young people complain that
the chureh countinuwally says “don’t,”
but offers nothing of a positive nature.
The young porson who makes this com-
ment loses sight of the faet that Chris-
tianmity i3 a positive religion and a
positive program.

God’s Program Offers Pleasure

WHEN God created the world and
beauntified the work with His hand, He
did not do it just to be filling space
or ccewpying time, but He did it for
the pleasure of doing something worth
while. The apostle Johr said, “Thou
art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory
and honor and power: for Thou hast
ereated all things, and for Thy pleas-
ure they are and were created.” Rev.
4:11.,

Man was created in the image of
God, Not only ig this fruec of his
physical frame, but God implanted in
the heart of man a desire for the
things thal God desired, This was a
part of God’s program., He intended
that man should find true pleagure in
living, and that he should really en-
joy life every day. As far as God’s
pian iz coneerned, it has never been
ehanged. (Read Romans 14:17-19.)
According to the fext, the kingdom of
God is made up of righteousness, and
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost,

Not only did Jesus eome into the
world te give men life, and that they
might have it more abundantly, but He
makes it clear that this abundant life
is a life of genuine joy. “These things
have T spoken unto you, that My joy
might remain in yom, and that your
joy might be full” The only indi-
vidual in all the world who is genu-
inely happy is the true Christian, for
nothing ean bring into the life the
measure of happiness that follows the
gurrendering of the heart to God, and
the vietory over sin. The psalmist
recognized this when he was inspired
to write, “Thou wilt show me the path
of. life: in Thy presence ig fullness of
joy; at Thy right hand there are pleas-
ures forevermore,” And the patriarch
Job left on record the word, “If they
ohey and serve Him, they shall spend
their days in prosperity, and their
years in pleasures.”
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Fellowing the posikive program that
God has outlined for the children of
men always brings joy and pleasure
into the life, so that the one who is a
true Christian may safely follew the
admenition of the wise man, who said,
“Rejoice, O young man, in thy youlh;
and let thy heart cheer thee in the days
of thy youth, and walk in the ways of
thine heart, and in the sight of thine
eyes: but know theu, that fer all these
things God will bring thee into judg-
ment.” The young man or woman who
is a true Christian and who finds pleas-
ure in serving Christ, ean with confi-
denee follow this admenitien, and have
no fear of the judgment, because God’s
ways are made his ways, and his will
ig swallowed up entirely in God’s will.
What a privilege it is to be so closely
alied with God and His forces of
righteousness that ome may find his
highest delight and pleasure in being
good and deing good.

Christianity Intensely Practical

CHRISTIANITY is always intensely
practical, adapting itself to the aetual
experiences of everyday life, The
chureh that fails to recognize this
will fail te aceomplish what it should
for the advancement of Clod’s werk
and the development of the members
within the ehureh, espeeially its youth,
Recognizing this faet, the Seventh-day
Adventist Church has provided r posi-
tive program for young people which
touches all of the actual experiences of
life—the physical, mental, secial, and
spiritual-—and endeavers through this
means to help its young people to find
true enjoyment and service in Chris-
fian living.

This program, known as the Pro-
gressive Class work, is divided into
fwo fields of aetivity. Ome ig the
Advanced Study and Service League,
which has to do with the training of
lay Bible workers and evangelists. The
other is the Master Comrade work,
which has $o do with the training of
leadership for youih, especially for
the Juniors. Im recognition of the
fact that the fourfold development
referred {o above is essential in cither
of these fields, requirementy embody-
ing them have beem incorporated in
both classes.

The Advaneed Study and Serviee
League is divided into four units of
work, with certain study and demon-
stration requirements in sach of these
units, If it is entered into heartily,
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the average young person, m connec-
tion with his regular werk, would be
able to complete the requirements of
this elass within a year’s time. How-
ever, there is no time limit connected
with i, and one can work on the re-

guirements in his leisure, find great =

profit in it, and be better qualified to
eonduet ecotiage meetings, engage in
other types of personal endeaver (in-
eluding colporteur work), and ulfi-
mately held meetings for the publie in
schoolhouses or halls that might be
ebtained. The General Conference is
leoking forward te the time when
thousands of young people thus guali-
fied will unite their efforts with those
of ministers and chureh officers, and
thus do a mighty work in helping to
finish cairying the gospel message to
all the world in thig generation,

The Master Comrade work has to do
especially with the fraining of leaders
for our Juniers. One of the greatesi
needs in the average church teday Is
that of qualified leadership for the
Junior boys and girls, Juniors ean-
net be reached by continual preaeh-
ing. To save them we must meet
them on their own ground and help
them to find through their natural
tastes and inelinatioms a fellewsghip
with Christ and a realization of the
faet that He is counting on each one
of fhem to enlist in serviee for Him.,
Therefore, practically all that is con-
tained in the preliminary outline for
Juniors hag been embodied in the
Master Comrade work., In order o do
snecessful work, 2 Junior superintend-
ent or Senior young person who would
save the Juniors must be familiar
with and have a knowledge of these
things. So we ask the Master Com-
rade {o become sequainted with the
things of nature about him, to gualify
in practieal nursing, to beecome pro-
fielent as a storyteller, te study ado-
lescent psychology, and abeve all else
1o become genuinely acquainted with
God through prayer and Bible study.
Al these activities will be found in-
tensely interesting amd profitable by
all whe gqualify in them, begides being
the means of sgerving and helpmng
others.

In addition to these features named,
fifty.one Vecational Honor subjects
are provided, among which are seven
in the recreatiomal field. With the
twelve nature subjects which are avail-
able and these reereational pursuits, it
is believed that any young person may

-porticn,

19

thoroughly satisfy his reereational
need and find the greatest of pleasure
through these associations,

Let us as young people appreciate
more than ever before the fact that
God has a positive program fer His
people on earth, and alge that the
churek is doing its utmost through the
medium of these Progressive Classes
to help each one of us appreciate the
truth that Christianity is always in-
tensely practieal. May we covenant
together to use the training thus af-
forded In a way that will be a bless-
ing to our fellow youth and help give
the final message to all the earth.

¥ b
Habits, Their Value
and Their Danger
(Program for February 18)

BY E. W. DUNBAR

OrENING SonNG: “Chrigt in Song,”
No, 67,

Praver: That God will help us to
form right habits in our youth.

OFFERING.

SECRETARY’S REPORT.

Brecian Music.

INTRODUCTION.

BisLe BTupy: “Habits, Geed or Bad.”

TaLk: “Importance of Right Habits.”

TALK: “A Relf-Wrought Chain,” p. 28,

Exprriencr; “Snered Into Sinful
Habits.” (See p. 27.)

TALK: “Valuable or Dangerous$”

Tank: “It’s Up to Youth.”

Poun: “Help Yourself to Health.”

Crosing Sowd: “Christ in Song,” No.
628.

Notes to Leaders

By the schedule given in {he Decem-
ber GazmrTE, you will note that this
program is the first of a series of
programs throughout 1939 on health
and temperance, )

Habits whieh lead to intemperance
and ill-health are extremely dengerous,
and the opposite are valuable in pro-
Urge your young people
seriously to cultivate the valuable
habits.

Tntroduction

IT i3 no small matier, this forma-
tion and evaluation of habits. Nearly
everybody feels instimetively that it is
right to do right, and wrong fo do
wrong, The difficulty comes when we
make discoveries that certaim habits
and tendeneies in our life are decidedl
wrong and that we are quite definitely
gubjeet to these habits, The knowl-
adge of what is right and what is
wrong is mot inborm,—if must be
learned.

A darkened mind (and, sadly—
many are dark) can never be trusted
to say or be eertain that a thing ig
right or wrong. The mind must be
made sensitive tc right and wrong
by a knowledge of God and His ways.
Only as we obey God willingly and
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gladly is the soul’s vision made elear.

Often we hear the expression: T
can’t help it. T was made that
way!” We cannot help the unique-
ness of our native endowment or
natural charaeteristies which coms
through our heredity, but we can help
the *eharaeter we develop. We can
find the best standards; we can fol-
tow Jesus in doing right as dis-
tmgnished from wrong. We eannot
choose our heredity, but we ean re-
fine the talents and powers which God
has given us.

Habit, with its power and force
may be made to serve us in our striv-
ing for character,

Hahits, Good or Bad

JoHN 4:34, Jesus’ habits.

Psalms 16:8. David's habits—his
strength.

Psalms 119:29, 30; Ephesians 4:
25, The habit of dishonesty.

Psalms 19:14, The habit of good
words.

Bxodus 5:9 (last part).
bad-language habit,

Romans 12:21, Overcome evil with
good.

Philippians 4:8. The importance
of right mental habits,

Hate the

TImportance of Right Habits

Young people who will put up a
fipht against evil habits arve training
their charaeter for real Christian serv-
ice. Those young people who will not
fight for the right, but bow down to
evil habits, are weaving a life web
of poor materials, which will some-
day be torn asunder.

{Read “Messages,” page 212, “The
Web of Destiny.”)

“The 0ld palimpsests were material
from which the first writings had
heen erssed in order that fregh writ-
ing might be taseribed thereon, But
none was ever so thoroughly erased
that some of the old characters did
., not show up in the lapse of time, or
under eertain treatments or condi-
tions. 8o it is with human souls,
What is first written on them by habit

and will, may be wiped out and re-.

placed by better things. But the hoys
and girls who allow thelr earliest
vears te contain cvil and forbidden
words and reeords must expeet a hard
fight to erase them; and an appear-
ancge of the old evil now and then
when least expected. How mueh bet-
ter to keep a clean pagc that needs
no vewriting.”

It was Judas’ habit to be dishonest
with the Lord’s money. He wanted
te be honest, but never made the
definite choice on the side of right
and honesty. IIis own evil habit
finally drove him to seif-murder.

A young man, leaving his home for
hig first year in the university, prom-
ised his Christian mother, who was
very anxious that her som’s habits
should always be clean, “No, mother,
I will never form the tobaceo habit”
When next he saw his mother, a fow
months later, he wag smeking an
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oceasional eigarette. IHe assured her,
“Never fear, mother; when T find my-
self getting to the place where T ean-
not get along without ecigarettes, then
I will quit.” What a foolish thing
to say! He has long simee passed
the place where he cammot get along
without tobaeco, and probably never-
more will e be able to write with a
steady, wnshaking hand.
“The habits you form in youth, my lad,
Wll} gé'ow with your growth till, at
Whethiel?: _’good or 111, they will form a

chain
That will bind and held you fasi.

“Fer habits are but a growth, my lad,

A httie bit, day by day;

A thought, a word, a deed, and, io,

A ha it ‘hag come to stay.”

“A story is told of a scholar who
had @ carpenter living on one side
of him and a blacksmith on the other
gide. The secholar eomplained that
the noise these neighbors made dis-
turbed his thoughts, and he paid thein
both to move. They moved.

“The next day the scholar was an-
noyed by the same sounds. Ile dis-
covered that the two had exchanged
places, the earpenter occupying the

blacksmith shop and tlhe blacksmith

the earpenter shop. The scholar had
been coneerned ahout those who
moved out, but he had not faken
the trouble to see who was moving in.

“Often our attempts to ehange our
habits are like this man’s attempt to
get rid of the neighbors whe dis-
turbed him, Cultivating good habits

agsures freedom from bad habits.
Filling the wmind with beautiful
thoughts erowds out the impure

thoughts.”

Let us begin this week to form
good habits: good reading, no movie
theaters, good Ianguwage, honcsty,
femiperance in eating or drinking and
working, Have your habits fghting
for you, not againgt youw. And re-
memher that the chains of habit are
too weak to be felt till they are too
strong to be broken. A habit, good
or bad, is like a stone that a child
might rolt from a mountaintop, but
that a giant conld not atop.

Pl o d o it b i Ll e S Y et s

Help Yourself to Health

THERE'S many a man in our land who
ihiuks he’s wondrous wise,

fle spends his health in galning wealth
untll he nearly dies;

And when he sees his health is gone,
with all hig might and main,

[Te spends lis wealth regalnlpng healil
and starts all o'er again.

| We're glad to know of other folk,—we

call them truly wise,
I'hey plan thelr lives to save their health;
il’g precious in their eyes,
They aim to eat and dripk and dress.
and work and exercise
In harmony with nature’s
bealth to minimize,

Poor foolish folk who squander Hfe and
health and worth-while things,

What use to us is wealth or fame when
health hns taken wings?

So let us help ourselves to health, with
all our might and main,

And by the way we eat and drink, a
wiser way proclaim.

—Martha W, Howe,

laws,—ilH-
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Valuable or Dangerous?
Your Health Habits
SELDOM does omne
one’s lealth,” It is mswally thrown
away. By this.we mean that when
health slips away hefore one is aware
of it, the loss is often to be charged
to neglect or lack of personal health
consideration. Nature often allows
one to go on for a long time, wasting
health and dissipating one’s health
assets. She gives warning signs of
impending disaster, but these are
often disvegarded or misinterpreted.
If you own a business, you keep
books, and every so often you ask
for an accounting, The modern sys-
tem of bookkeeping makes it rathev
hard te get away with accounts that
do not balance, And when a loss or
a leak is found in time, it can vsually
be stopped. Well, do you keep books
on yowr health? TIs something un-
dermining your health account, or
are you throwing your health fortune
away$
You hear the hoasting fetflow who
says boldly, “Nothing makes me sick.”
Yes, sir, he’s the boy who adds the

actually “lose

life to night life, and says he is as

clear as a bell at 8 AM., ready for
work, He’s the fellow who ean gorge
g0 at the table as to make an ostrich
look sick watching him eat.

He’s the one who szays, “The doc-
tors don’t kmow anything, T.ook at
me, boys; T am full of pep, and T
pay me attentiom to fool rules.”

This little boastey is usually
young, or one on whom kind Mother
Nature is indulgently smiling—tem-
porarily. She hopes he’ll learn bhetter
later, and when a little wiser, wili
tone down a bit and live a sane, peace-
ful life. Bunt if he persists in his
ways, she will lose patience, and exact
payment as the price of folly.

Nearly every one starts out in life
with a preat treasure of health. We
earry it with us all the time. Some
toss it out rather prodigally at first,
but eommon sense counsels that we
eonserve it as we get on in years,
As age Inereasos, the health reserves
should be saved as much as possible,
and even added to, instead of being
spent with lavish thoughtlessness.
One should live regularly, eat, sleep,
work, and play regularly. One should
exercise, get plenty of fresh air and
sunshine, and take a long vacation
every year in the ount-of-doors.
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It is veasomable to presume that
Lealth is like every other commodity,
—the more youw spend, the less you
have, unless you have an effective
way of adding to your storve, or re-
newing it when necessary.

If you are careless with your health
assets in earlier years, you will he
short when youn necd them most,

There will come a time when your
body is undergoing stress, when a lit-
tle extra health savings aceount will
come.in very handy. It's justifiable
to be miserly in having health, so that
old age may be provided for,—an old
age with sound teeth, good wind, red
cheeks, hright eyes, and a hearvty
laugh,

©ld age is generally dreaded, be-
eause it is often the end of a poorly
nanaged busivess. Life, in such in-
stances, started out with a great
spending of a scemingly inexhaustible
fortune, It ends in a sharp shortage
when resourccs are most necded.

Just beeauvse yonr hody seems to
stand all sorts of abuse and your
health does not go bankrupt all at
onee, it does not follow that you will
not sooner or later have to pay your
ereditor, Mother Nature.

There is only one real asset in this
world, aund that is youwr Lealth. You
can’t loge it if you are careful, Take
cave of it, check up now and then.
You have everything in your favor.
You have only to eat right, sleep
sufficiently, work enough, and play
well, and you need not worry about
high blood pressure, heart disease,
pueumoniz, tnbereulosis, diabetes, or
any other of these ills so eommon to
humanity.

Don’t throw away your health for-
tune. It is valuable; it is ihe key
to all success and happiness. NWoth-
ing else ig worth while without it.
Save it, proteet it, renew it, and use
it when needed, but don’t waste ib.—
Herman N. Bundsen, M.D.

it’s Up to Youth

Arn the windows are open in the
hounse of youth. Air blows in from
every quarter ‘of the horizen. The
freedom and privileges of youth are
wide and beautiful, and the pathways
diverging out to the far future aro
very alluring. The daghing spirit of
adventure will determine mot a few
of the choices made by youth. Of
all the periods of the life eycle, youth

_ goes
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i§ precisely the ome which cannot
afford to be thoughtless, just beeaunse
it is the perod of decision. Whether
decisions are made easually, with all
available facts before the mind, or
reached by impulse, they arve deci-
sions, and they make or mar the
career.

The highway of gaiety and in-
dulgence at thnes looks as though it
were built and paved for youthful
feet, Certainly they throng it. In
this meeting we arc endeavoring to
set up a stop light in the midst of
it. We seek to arrest the attention
and -divect it upon the undisputed
faet of the dangers of habit formimg.

We agree that vright physical
habits promote mental superiority.
We also know that intelleetual power,
physical stamina, and length of life
depend upon immutable laws. We go
so fav a8 to believe that nature’s God
will not iuterfere to pregerve man
from the consequenccs of violating
nature’s rvequirements.  Seventh-day
Adveutist young people who are striv-
ing for the mastery of themselves
wust Dbe temperate 3n all things.
Think for a moment of the Hebrew
captives i Babylon. They were men
of similar appetites and desives fo
ours. Placed right in the midst of
the seduetive influcnecs of the
luxurious eourts of Babylon, they
stood firm, Surely, we today are sur-
rounded with every allarement to self-
imdunigence. Especially in our large
cities every form of, indulgence is
made easy and inviting. Young peo-
ple ix particular, unsupported by per-
sonial observation and indisposed to
give a thoromgh study te a thing, are
exposed to skiltful propaganda to
entice them into such habits as the
tobaceo and bevcrage-aleohol habits.
Sometimes we interpret conflicting
voices as giving us license to indulge
the impulse of the moment.

We must remember that God i de-
pending upom Ilis youth, Destiny
with them. As they go, the
ehurch goes. As they go, the coun-
try goes, By following the example
of the Hebrew captives, of not de-
filing themselves, the youth will reap
the pleasant reward of temperate
habits. With their greater physical
gtamina and inereased power of en-
durance, they will have a bank de-
posit upon which to draw in case of
emergeney. There is much real ster-
ling truth in the adage, “Every man
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is the architeet of his own Ffortume.”

While it is true-that the home is,
to a large extent, responsible for
the stamp of character as well as for
the education and training of its sons
and daughters, it is still true that
their position and usefulness in the
world depend to a great degree upon
thelr own eourse of action. It is true
that Daniel and his companions were
men of high training and edueation
in ecarly life, Would these advan-
tages alone have made them all that
they were? The time came when they
were called upon to aect for them-
gelves,—when their future depended
upon their own course. Tt was then
that they deeided to be true to the
lessons which they had learned im
carly childhood. Tho fear of God,
which is the beginning of wisdom,
was the foundation of their greatness.
The veeord of the faithfulness of
thege men hag been rceorded in the
Inspired Word for our blessing today.
It i¢ this faithfulness to the prim-
ciples of temperanece which speaks to
young men and young women today,
bidding them to gather wp the pre-
ciows rays of light that have been
given te them on this subjeet, and to
place themselves in the ‘right relation
to the laws of health,

The only living ex-President of the
United Btates, Mr. Herbert Hoover,
said: “We in America are far behind
what a national congeience should de-
mand for the publie protection of
our children. There is no agency in
the wvorld that is so seriously affeet-
ing the health, efficiency, education,
and character of loys and girls as
the ecigarette habit; yet very little at-
tention is being paid to it., Nearly
every delinquent hoy is a cigarette
smoker, which certainly has much to
do with his being delinquent. Ciga-
rettes are a source of erime. To neg-
lect erime at its source is a short-
sighted policy, unworthy of a nation
of our intelligenee.”

A noted sports writer said: “For
eighteen ycars I have been covering
all forms of sports for newspapers.
Smoking by the young brings a dou-
hle burden to carry—a burden both
physieal and mental. Those whe do
not smoke, but keep in elean training
have far more energy, much greater
stamina, and much better eontrol of
their nerves, Under tweuty-five years
of age they are developing memtally
and physically, and if this develop-
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ment is hampered by smoking, the
loss can hardly be made up later on.
Intemperance has little chance in red-
blooded competition against temper-
anes,”

May the Lord guide us in perfect-
ing pure and unspoiled oharaeters
and sound physieal health.

A Health Creed

The Body Is the Temple of the
Soul; Therefore—

wiLL kKeep my body clean within and
without, . .

will breathe pure aiyr, and I will live in
the sunlight,

will do no aect that might endanger the
health of others.

will try to learn and practice the ruies
for healthful llving,

wlll work and rest and play at the
right time and in the right way, so
that my mind will be strong and my
body healthy, and so that I wiil lead a
uscful life and be an honor to my
Maker, my parents, my friends, and
Iy eountry.

—_ e e

—Misgionary Leades.

oo

The Law of Liberty
(Program for February 25}

BY C. T, EVERSON

OreNING BoNa: “Give Me the Bible”
(Songs today are listed in “Mis-
sionary Volunteer Songs.’”)

Scriprure: Ex, 20:1-17,

PRAYER.

SECRETARY’S REPORT.

MIsSIONARY REPORTS,

BAND REPORTS. .

Dugr: “Living for Jesus.”

Tanx: “The Law of Liberty.”

TALx: “Those Who Keep God’s Law.”

Tark: “In Christ,”

CrLosivg Sona: “True-Hearted, Whole-
Hearted.”

BENEDICTION.

Note to Leaders

In this seeond program in the
series on the Bible, we are endeavor-
ing to make clear the divine origin
and purpose of the law of liberty as
evinced in the statements and lives
of the best thinkers through the ages,

The Law of Liberty

SoME years before Abyaham Tin-
coln went to Washington as Presi-
dent of the United States, he ad-
dregsed a eompany of young people in
& chureh in Springfield, Iilinois.

He had made a special study of
the Ieading religions of the world,
espeeially with the thought in mind
of aseértaining what was the founda-
tion stone upon which each was built.
He presented to this group of young
people what he found to be the omt-
standing law of each religion, sum-
ming up the results of his study by
giving his conelusion about the Chris-
tian veligion and its fundamental law.

In hiz comprehensive and logical
analysis of matters, he gives us this
truly remarkable statement about the
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ten commandments, the law of tho
Christian religion, He said: ‘Tt
seems to me that nothing short of
infinite wisdom could by any possi-
bility have devised and given to man
thig exeellent and perfect meoral code.
It is suited to men in all conditions
of life, and ineludes all the duties
they owe to their Creator, to them-
selves, and to their fellow men.”

Abrgham Lineoln is recognized as
one of the clearest thinkers that the
world has produced; and the above
quotation is characteristic of some of
his best thinking.

I heard former Senator James
Reed of Missouri say that ‘““the tem
eommandments eontain within them
all there is of morals and civil gov-
ernment,” -

William J. Bryan stated the same
truth in the following striking Jan-
guage: “Sinal is inseparably eon-
neeted with the ten commandments
giver by the Almighty for the in-
gtruction of the children of Tsrael, but
new the foundation of law for the
civilized world, Like the Lord’s
prayer, the eommandments give us a
wonderful iliustration of the power
of eondensation. A few words cover
all of the important relations of life.”

Mr, Bryan said that Sinal is in-
separably eonnected with the ten
commandments, Some one has said
that Sinal was the highest and great-
est pulpit in all history, for from
it God proelaimed the ten eommand-
ments, The giving of the tem eom-
mandments from the top of Mt
Sinal is one of the oulstanding events
of all time,

Moses in the fourth ehapter of
Deuteronomy ealled attention to the
nature of tho event. (Read verses
12, 13.)

In Exodus Moses further empha-
gized the importanee of the ocea-
sion. (Read Exodus 32;16; 31:18.)

How tremendous wag this ocea-
sion on which the law was given ean
be geen by reading Deuteronomy 4:
32, 33, (Read.}) Or, as Moffatt
translated it: “Ask the days of old,
ere ever you were born, ask if any-
thing as great has ever happened or
been heard of, from one end of the
world to another, ever sinee the day
that God made man upen earth.”

An event of sueh outstanding im-
portance, eclipsing anything that had
ever happened upon earth, surely
ought to Impress us with the great
value attached to the ten eommand-
ments by Heaven.
writing of which we have any record
that God Himself ever executed per-
sonally for the benefit of mankind.

Robert Dollay, the founder of the
great DoNar Line of gteamships
found on every sea, said, shortly be-
fore he died not long ago at the ripe
old age of over eighty-eight years:
“Work keeps a man in good health,
and when a man has good health he
keeps at work, That’s perpetual mo-
tion, isn’t it% My rule for long life
is moderation in all things. I eat

It is the only.
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less in one day now than I did in
early life at one meal. Clean habits,
clean thoughts, plenty of exercise,
fresh ajr and sunshine and plenty
of work, and last but mest important,
fear God and keep His eommand-
ments.” These are the things that
made Robert Dollar great. If you
are aspiring to become exceptionally
usefnl in this world, do not forget
the most important of all of Cap-
tain Dollar’s recommendations: “Fear
God and keep His commandments.”

This reecommendation that Captain
Dollar held as the most important of
all ho made for gaining suceess, is
taken from the writings of the wise
man of the Bible, Bolomon, To Solo-
mon the Lord said, “Lo, I have given
thee a wise and an understanding
heart; so that there was none like
thee before thee, neither after thee
shall any arise like unte thee.” 1
Kings 3:12. Solomon outdistanced
every other man along the road of
wisdom. He elimbed to the pinnacle
of architectural greatmess, The tem-
ple of Solomon transcended all
earthly struetuves for grandeur. His
riches were so great that he made
sitver as plentiful in Jerusalem “as
stones.” 2 Chrom. 9:27. His throne
was of ivory overlaid with gold.
Twelve massive liens studded with
precious stones graced the steps lead-
ing up te it, The most dainty and
appetizing foods gathered from far
and mnear covered his tahle, He had
everything that wman’s heart eould
possibly crave.

But when he summed up the re-
sults of his long life’s experience, he
did mot place any of his aechieve-
ments as the outstanding thing to be
desived. He summed it a1l uwp in
those inspired words from which Cap-
tain Dollar quoted: “Let us hear the
conclusion of the whole matter: Fear
Ged, and keep' His commandments:
for this is the whole duty of man.”
Eecel. 12;18. In the estimation of
the wigest man of the ages, Solomon,
there s nothing that equals fearing
God and keeping His commandments
for real peace and econtentment in
this world, and a passport to the
world to come.

When we see what a mighty appesl
the law of God made to the wisest
of men, we are again reminded of
the words of Lineoln: #“Nothing
short of infinite wisdom could by
any possibility have devised and
given to man this exeellent and per-
feet moral code.”

And the apostle Paul, perhaps the
greatest Christian the world has ever
known except Christ Himself, put the
Jaw in the same exalted place in
whick Solomon placed it, and in al-
most the same language., In 1 Co-
rinthians 7:19 we read: “Cireum-
cision iy nothing, and uneircumeision
is nothing, but the keeping of the
eommandments of God” To make
the meaning of the text more appar-
ent, let us read Goodspeed’s transla-
tion of this verse: “Being eireum-
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cised or being uncirecumeised does not
mako any difference; all that matters
is keeping God’s eomunands.” Or as
Weymounth puts i, “Chrewnecision is
nothing, and unecircumeision is noth-
ing: obedience te God’s command-
ments is everything.”

Sclomon said that the conclusion of
the whole matter of life is to keep
the commandments of God. Amnd
Paul says what amounts to the same
thing: “Obedience to God’s ecom-
mandments is everything.” Between,
as it were, these two ontstanding char-
acters of the Bible, Solomon of the
Old Testament, and Paul of the New,
stands Jesus Christ Himself, upheld-
ing God’s law in the strongest pos-
sible language. Matthew 5:18: “For
verily I say unte you, Till heaven
and earth pass, ome jot or ono tittle
shall in ne wise pass frem the, law,
till all be fuliled.” Putting the
verse in more modern language, we
read it as translated by CGoodspeed:
“For I tell: you, as long as heaven
and carth endure, not one dotting of
an ‘i’ or crossing of a ‘' will be
dropped from the law until it is all
observed.” As we read the law and
ponder over the statement of Christ,
we can see how firmly established is
the law of God. Not cven the dof
over an ‘1” can ever be lost, or the
erossing of a “t” ever be removed.
Tt is easter for heaven and cavth to
pass away than for one detting over
an “i” to be lost from the law of
God.

Those Who Keep God’s Law

Bur the most encouraging part of
Christ’s statement in Matthew 5:18
ie that regarding the reward that
comes ko the one who keeps God’s law,

(Read Matthew 5:19.) The per-
gon that will keep God’s command-
ments and teach others to do the
same, shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaven. Or, as Good-
speed translates it: “Amny ome who
observes them and teaches others to
do so will be ramked high in the
kingdom of heaven”

There iz mever any question in all
the Bible about the value of keeping
God’s law a8 & means of basking in
the favor of the Most High. Nor
doeg there ever arise anmywhere in
Holy Writ any guestion about
whether the law should be kept. The
law given by God Himself direetly
to man cannot be puf inte question.
It was not given like other Seripturc
through the prophets and human in-
strumentalities, but God spoke di-
rectly to men with His own wvoice,
and wrote the law persomally with
i own finger, making il the most
direct instruction that God could pos-
sibly give. Ho the question about the
law never hinged on whether God in-
tended man to keep the law, but only
on how man could keep sueh a God-
inspired law,

Paul expressed man’s feeling about
the law quite fully when he wrote, in
Romans 7:14, “We know that the
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law is spiritnal: but I am carnal, sold
under sin.”

The trouble is never with the law,
but the treuble is always with man.
Ag Paul gaid in the eighteenth verse,
“To will is present with me; but
hew to perform that which is good
I find not.” Even when man sees
no way out of his helpless condition,
he still wilt admit, “If then I do that
which I would not, I consent unto
the law that it is good.” No matter
how low man may fall, he still eon-
sents in his own mind to the Bible
teaching that the man who follows
the ten commandments has found “the
better part” in life.

Clear through the Bible up to the
last page, the keeping of the com-
mandments is recognized as the whole
duty of man

On the very last page of the Holy
Book, we read: “Blessed .arc they
that do His commandments, that they
may have right to the tree of life,
and may enter in through the gates
into the city.” Rev. 22:14.

In Christ

Bur the Bible does not place he-
fore us the law of God and the need
of keeping it, and then allow wus to
sink into despair as we see how help-
less we are to follow its exalted teach-
ing. No ome has so fully deseribed
man’s struggle in trying to keep the
law and recorded bis failures so faith-
fully aa has the apostie Paul. He also
has in a beautiful and clear manner
pointed out the remedy. Ile paints a
picture of man that all admit is true,
If they do not admit it openly, at
least thsy admit it to themselves.
“That which I do T allow not: for
what I would, that do I mot; but
what I hate, that do 1”7 Rom. 7:15.

Then he deseribes the desperation
that sweeps over man struggling to
do what he knows is right. <O
wretehed man that T am! whe shall
deliver me from the body of this
denth?” He sees that man is hope-
lessly lost if some change is not forth-
coming, What is the change that
he sees is absolutely nceessary? ILs
it a change that will drive the law
out of the program? No, it iz not
with the law that he can find fanlt,
for “the law is spivitual.” Tt iz mnot
the spiritwal things that he wants to
eliminate from his life, for “to
bo spiritually-minded is life and
peace.”” Rom, 8:6, But it is sin that
needs to be eradicated from the life,
“Now if I do that T would not, it is
no more I that do it, but sin that
dwelleth in mo.” Rom. 7:20. There
is mo one who can cope successfully
with sin but Jesus Christ. “There is
therefore now mno condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus.”

Paunl there struck a {riumphant
note, “The law of the Spirit of life
in Cheigt Jesus hath made me free
from the law of gin.” Freedom from
the power of sim is just what Paul
has been longing for, and he finds it
in Christ. It i3 not freedom from
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keeping the law of Ged, but freedom
from sin which is the breaking of
God’s law that Paul has found in
Christ Jesus.

In Romans 8:3 Paul admitted that
the law was helpless to aid him in his
struggles. The law iz weak through
the flesh, It is not the law that is
weak, but the flesh.

Let us take an example. Here is
a beautiful, new, sharp ax, and it
is espeeially bought to chop down a
tree back of the house. The ax is
put into the hands of a bahy two
years old, and he is asked to chop
down the tree. But ne progress is
made in felling the tree. The trou-
ble iz not with the ax, for it is a
bright, new ax, but the ax is weak
through the ﬂesin, for the haby cannot
wield it. Put the ax into the hands
of a brawny wood chopper, and the
tree is soon felled, So the law is
weak through the flesh. The law is
the same perfect law that it always
has been since God made it, but man’s
flesh is weak., So the law is weak
through the flesh.

But while the law is handicapped
throngh the weakness of man, God
hag sent man help in the person of
His Son. Jesus has the power to
condemn not the law, but “sin in the
flesh.” And by condemning sin in
the flesh He furnishes us with the
pewer “that the righteousness of the
law might be fulfilled in us, who
walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit.” Rom. 8:3, 4.

When man no longer walks after
the flesh, but after the Spirit, the
righteousness of the law is fulfilled
in him by Jesus Christ Himself liv-
ing Mis life within bim. As Paul
stdted in Galatians 2:20, “Christ liv-
eth in me” and when Christ liveth
in us “the requirement of the law
might be fully met in onr ecase”
Rom, 8:4, Goodspced.

Bome years ago there was standing
in a eoal office on West Madison
Street, Chicago, a man looking at a
bundle of five hundred dollars in
bills, lying on the counter. 'The man
whe owned the money was telephon-
ing in a booth, and had forgotten to
take care of the money. When he
came out and saw the stranger, and
the money on the ecunter, he turned
pale, but was thankful that this was
an honest man in the office looking
at the roll of bills.- He little knew
that this man had been one of the
greatest robbers this country has ever
known. He had been in prison in
almost every State in the Union. He
had spent the best part of forty years
gerving time. He stole in prison as
well as out. While he was in prison,
on ome occasion a farmer sold sixty-
two chickens to the warden of the
prison for Thanksgiving. When the
warden counted them, he found there
were. only sixty. The farmer con-
tended there were sixty-two, for both
he and his wife had counted them
twiee, This prisoner, while the |
farmer was delivering the chickens,
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slyly pushed two of them under a
bughel basket right under the eye of
both the warden and the farmer, and
had them for dinner the next day.
He had stolen so mmeh that he could

not find a ¢ity in which to remain

overnight. As soon as tho police
heard he was in tewn, thoy hurried
him out. The pelice hented him
down so fiercely that he did not know
where to go. He became so worried
and worn out that he slipped into the
Pacific Garden Mission for a short
breathing spell from the officers.
While there ho heard men who had
once led eriminal lives give their testi-
mony of how wonderfully Christ had
saved them. He became impressed,
and when the call was made, he wont
forward and gave his heart to Christ.
He was converted in a mission that
wasg enly two blocks from where he
had cracked a safo and stelen $20,000,

As woon as he igave his heart to
Christ, he went to work at a very
humble job as a janitor in a down-
town building in Chieago. Before
he was converted, he would net work,
even in prison, if he could possibly
avold it, But when Christ eame inte
his life, he was willing to do the
hardest kind of work as long as it
was honest. Tt was while working
as 8 janitor for a large office build-
ing that he came into the coal effice
and saw the voll of bills lying on the
counter, and the man that owned the
money away telephoning, But Christ
was so fully enthroned in hig life that
the hand that could not resist steal-
ing before his eonversion was now
abgolutely in the coutrol of the Mas-
ter of all things.

If Christ can take & man who hag
for many years been hreaking the
cighth commandmont, and eontrol his
life so that this commandment is
fully lived out in his life, He can
live out all the ten commandments
in tho life of the person who is will-
ing to invite Him in to take com-
plete charge of his life.

8o in Christ the law of the tfen
commandments is mnot a yoke of
bondage, but it is the law of liberty
(James 2:12), for it sets us free
from the law of sin and death.

Ten Minutes With Your Bible

Keep the Commandments

Quegtion,~--0N what is eternal life
conditioned? .

Answer.—"If thou wilt enfer inio life,
keep the commandments.” Matt, 18 .17.

Ques—llow many commandments
should we keep?

Ana.-—"Then shall I not be ashamed,
when 1 have respect unto all Thy com-
mandments.”” Ps. 119 :6.

#es.—How long wili the law endure?

ne.—"Till heaven and carth pass, one
jot or one tittle ghall in nowlse pass
Er(;!:g ihe law, till all be fulfilled.” att,
5.18, .

Qu#es,—O0Of how much is he gullty who
breaks but one commandment?

Ang.—“Tor whosoever shali Keep the
whole law, and yet offend in onc point,
he 1s guilty of all* James 2:140.

Ques,—Who are called “blesged’?

Ang—"Blogzed are thezy that do His
commandments.” Rev. 22:14.

—Caenadion Watchman,
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Playing Fair With Our
Family
(Program for February 4)
BY LBO THIEL

OPENING SoNg: “No. 238 in “Christ in
Song.”

PRAYER.

SORIPTURE LESSoN.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

Symreosron: “Children and the Home.”

Porm: “Mother, Home, Heaven.”

TALK: “Ideals in the Chrigtian Home,”
{wee p. 16).

TaLk; “The Home a Partnership.”

CrosiNg EXBROISES.

Mother, Home, Heaven

THRER words fall sweetly on my soul
Az mugic from an angel’s lyre,
That bld my spirit spurn controi
And upward to lts source agpire ;
The sweetest sounds to mortals given
Are heard in mether, home, and heaven.

Pear mother! ne’er shall I forgel
Thy brow, thine eye, thy pleasant smile
Though in the sea of death hath set
Thy star of fife, my guide awhiie,
Oh, never shall thy form depar
From the bright pictult‘es in my heart,

And like a hird that from the Howers,
Wing-weary seeks her wonted nest,
My spirit, e'en in manh¢od’s hours,
Turng back in childhood’s home to rest,
The cottage, garden, hill, and stream,
Still linger [ike a pleasani dream.

And while {0 one engulflng grave
By Time's swifi tide we're driven,
How sweet the thoughi that every wave
But bears us nearer heaven !
There we ghall meet, when time is o'er
In that blest liome, Lo part no more.

—DBrown.

Children and the Home
(Quotatlons are from ‘“Ministry of
Healing.?)

1. WxaT part do children have in

the home?

“Children as well as parents have
impertant duties in the home. They
should be taught that they are a part
of the home firm.”—-Page 394,

2. How does God regard childven
and youth?

“The childven and youth, with their
fresh talent, energy, and courage, . . .
are loved of God, and He desires to
bring themn inte harmony with divine
agencies.”—Page 395.

3. Do children always appreciate
the eare their parents give them?

“Children are sometimes tempted to
chafe under restraint; but in after-
life they will bless their parents for
the faithful care and strict watchful-
ness that gearded and gpided them
their years of inexperience.”—Page
394,

4, How should home and mother ap-
peal to the childrent

“The home should e to the children
the most attractive place in the world,
and the mother’s presence should be its
greatest attraction—Page 3588.

5. What depends on home influ-
ences?

“The well-being of society, the suec-
cess of the ehureh, the prosperity of
the nation, depend upon home in-
fluences,’—Page 349.

6. How did Jesus spend Hig early
years?

“The importance and the oppor-
tunities of the home life are ilius-
trated in the life of Jesus, He .. .
spent thirty years as a member of the
household at Nazareth, . . . Ho lived
as one of us, sharing the home life,
submitting to its diseipline, perform-
ing its duties, bearing its burdens’—
Page 349,

The Home a Partnership

Tegr real home is a partnership.
The parents are the older members of
the firm. But nene the less important
are the junior, or younger, members of
the organization,

In every well-rogulated business
there must be a clear understanding
of what each one is to do. One man
ig in charge of the advertising, Au-
other man is in charge of the buying.
Some one else sees that the store or
firm is always clean and well earved for,
Some one else attends to the lighting
and the heat.

But in this same business there are
times when one man’s ideas are not
enough. There are meetings of all the
members of the firm. Iaeh man’s
ideag are presented and considered,
Finally some deeision is made that
seoms best to all present,

The home has many resemblances to
the guceessful firm.  Father and
mother are the older members of the
partnership, Their experience and
wisdem count for a great deal, Their
plans and advice should be earefully
considered. The younger members are
not unimportant simply becauso they
are young. They, too, have a part to
blay,

Tho wise man suggests that it is
good for children and youth to bear
burdens. The younger partners of the
family firm can early begin to show
that they are partners, The boys can
tend the chickens, feed the goats, and
if somewhat older they ean learn to
milk the cow, The girls ean help
mother with the housework, wash
dishes, sweep and dust, and be gener-
ally mother’s little helpérs,
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Hven our boys and girls who live on
erowded eity streets cam prove them-
solves helpful. By being eareful in
crogsing streets, by veturning home
when they are supposed to be at home,
by caring for brother or sister, and by
being always helpful and sweet, it ig
possible for boys and girls to show
that they truly are members of the
household firm. They can be partners
with father and mother and also be
fellow servants of the Master,

]
Why I Want to Be a

Companion
(Program for February 11)
BY BELLE F. MAYS

OrENING SoNg: “Do Your Bit,” No,
84 in “Missionary Volunteer Songs.”

PRAYER.

SECRETARY'S REPORT.

MISSIONARY REPoRTS.

OFFERTORY.

TALK8 AND DEMONSTRATIONS.
“Notes to Superintendents,”)

CLosing Song: No. 24 in “Missionary
Volunteer Songs.”

BENEDICTION.

Notes to Superintendents

Place the following ountling on the
blackboard or on a large sheet of
cardboard. As each parf is givem, a
symbol of the part may be placed
after it; for example, a bluebird
sticker or picture after No, 1.

COMPANION RECORD
Name, (Fill i the name of the socieiy.)
REQUIREMENTS

1, Have & VocaTigoNaL HoNor,
Talk: “Blrd Study.”
2. Memory WORK,
Repeat the names of the hooks of
the Bilble, Matt, 5:1-12, and Rev.
14 :6-12.
3. B1BLE YRAR,
Poem : ““The Better Land.”
4. Have a4 JUNIOR READIRG COURSE CRE-
TIFICAEE,
Tatk . “The Litite Woif.”
Hivp A CHRTsTIaN HBLP CBRUIFICATE.
Talk : “A Good Turn”
. FIRST AID,
Neckerchief Drilt,
. NaTURE.
Talk: “God's Neon Signs ™ -

Be sure to organize a Companton Class
today, if you have Ifrlends ready for the
work, Write your conference M, V. sec-
retary for detalls and suggestions on
organlzation,

Bird Study

A VocamioNsL HoNOR may he ob-
tained in any one of a nunber of
subjects. One of the most interest-
ing studies, however, iy that of birds.
It is remarkable that every bhird is
designed by the Creator for the partie-
ular place in which it lives. TIf you
will notice eclosely, you will sce fhat
birds that remain among the branches
of the trees have whife bavs upon
their wings, This gives the snme of-
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feet in looking at the bird as seeing
light through the branches of the
tree, and makes the birds hard to
loeate.  Sparrows are dull-colored,
and some of them are streaked, like
the grasses and the ground where
they spend mueh of their time.

The number of existing species of
birds in all probability is over ten
thougand.

The bones of adult birds are not
filled with marrow like the bones of
animals, but are hollow and filled with
air. Thus they are rendered very
light, a bone of a goose being barely
half the weight of a rabbit’s bone of
the same size after the mavrow has
been extraected. The houcs .in the
wing arc jointed in a way to give
great stremgth together with light-
ness.

The cyes of a bird ave very won-
derful. It ean start from away up
in the sky, fly down faster than you
ever thought of rumning, and alight
on a swaying green hough without
looking a bit excited. If you should
run toward anything as fast as a bird
flies toward it, you would not be able
to see it digtinetly at all. A hird’s
eye changes the foews much fastor
than does the eye of a human being.
As the bird flies, it is econstantly
changing the foeus of the eye, so
that things arve seen distinctly every
minute as it comes nearer. That s
why a gull or a kingfisher can drop
inte the water and eatech a fish, A
hird has a third eyelid, which is
hung across the imner corner, and
moves out sideways to cover the eye.
This is very thin, and acts as a deli-
cale, filmy curtain te the eye of the
bird, especially when it wants to look
at the sun, The lower ld of a bird
does much more work than the lower
lid of a person. Instead of standing
gtill and letting the upper lid come
down to meet it, it moves up over
the eye. When a bird sleeps, its
upper and lower lids are closed, but
when it winks, it is the little side
curtain which i3 draws aeross the
eye.

The ears of a bird are nuot on the
outside of its head, but under the
feathers in a little opening on each
gide, which leads down to an eardrum
very much like the eardrom of a hu-
man being. However, birds hear much
better than we do. A bird puts ifs
ear to the ground and hears the
earthworm wriggling in its hole.
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Then, if it is patient, it will catech
the worm,

Though they are small, birds eat
a great deal. Omne day a man watched
a little yellow palm warbler eating
its dinmer. The bird stayed around
this man’s house for four hours, and
all the time it was eating at the rate
of forty insects a minute. That is,
it ate about nine thousand six hun-
dred insects in those four hours. I1f
it were mnot for the birds, insects
would multiply so fast that the earth
would be devastated.

The bivds <oam  teach us wmany
things—how to be neat and clean;
how to sing; how to live together
joyfully and in peace; and hew to
build lovely homes.

The national bird of the United
States iz the bald cagle, which has
o white head, neck, aund tail. Its
length is about forty iuches, the
streteh of wing about eight feet.

Bible Year:

THE Juntor Blble Year assignment is
to read the Old Testament. The Blble
teaches us the way to “The Better Land.”

The Better Land

“I Hiak thee speak of a better land:;
Thou callest Its children a happy band;
Mother, oh, where ls that radiant

shore ?
8hall we not seek it, and weep no more?
Ig 1L where the flower of the orange

blows, |
And the fireflies glance throngh the
myrtle boughs ¥
“Not. there. not there, my chitd !

“Is it where ihe fYeathery palhm trees

rise,

And the dafe grows ripe under sunny
skies ?

Or midst the green islands of glitterlng

seas,

Where fragrant forests perfume the
brecze,

And gtrange. Dbright birds on thelr
starry wings

Bear the rich lhues of all
things ¥’

Mot there, not there, my chitd.”

glorious

“Is 1t far away in some region old,
Where the rivers wander o'er sands of

. gold, .

Where the burning rays ¢f the ruby
shine,

And the dlamond lights up the secret
mine,

And the vearl gleams forth from the
coval strand?

B it there. dear mother—that Better

Land?
“Not there. not there, my child!

“Iive hath not seen it, my gentle boy;
Ear hath not heavd itz deep somngs of

Joy :
Dreams cannot picture & world go fair:

Horrow and death may not enter there;
Tlme does not breathe on Iis fadeless

loom,
For hevond the clouds, and beyond the

tomh,
¢ is there, it iz theve. my chlld!?

—Pelicie Hemans.
W W

YA wmaN’s book company iz an index
to his soul.”
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The Little Wolf

THE Little Wolf is a eoyote, and this
is his life story from the time he is a
cub until he has a family of his own,
The coyote is a marauder—a sheep
stealer—but he is also an interesting
personality.

It was winter., Snow covered the
ground. The little wolf had no heated
home, and his body had to furnish all
his warmth, That required food. Food
was hard to find. He found the carcass
of a dead sheep, from which he pawed
the snow. He tugged and pulled off
frozen shreds of hide and meat. After
cating from one side of the sheep until
the pickings were poor, he wheeled to
the other side. Instantly the snow
flipped wp around one of his feet. A
trap elinehed his toes with a elick, He
sprang away, only to go sprawling on
his side. Amnother trap snapped in the
snow and closed its jaws on his shoul-
der., It elung to his fur until he
wrenched away, leaving a tufi in its
wicked grasp.

He bit at the iren trap on his foot,
but his teeth were useless against it.
The frosty iron plueked at his lips and
peeled the skin from his tongue, Fran-
tieally he jumped and pulled and bit.
Fle yelped at first, but his wvolce
seemed to be telling his enemiss whers
thoy eould find him. He lay quietly a
fow moments. Pain surged in his foot.
The loss of Treedom frightened him
oven more than the pain, Freedom was
as necessary ae breath, freedom to
fight or flee. .

In agony he bit at his broken toes,
which stuek out below the curved jaws
of the trap. One toe drepped inte the
gnow. When he had rested again he
Iunged once more with all his strength,
The seecond toe tore off, and away he
went to higher country. TFortunately
for him, only two toes had been caught.
Sharp pain ran up his leg, and again
Ire remembered his mother’s warning—
how terrible wae man.

Yet where could he find fooed, now
that winter had come, except where
man was? Man’s farms covered the
prairies where his ancestors onee fed
on the dead left by the game herds ag
they moved to and fre., What else
eould he do but cateh the animals on
the farms?

Little Wolf had an interesting life,
I you would find out what happened
to him, read the Junior Reading Course
book.

guire of him.
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A Good Turn

TaE Christian Help Certificate that
the Companien reeeives shows that he
has done something to help some one
every day. This “geod turn” that he
does for some one else is more than
what courtesy and good manners re-

One Babbath morning the pastor of
the ehureh stated that he had two
thousand cards announeing his evening
meebing, that he wished distributed
that afternoon.

It was a hot day, just the kind of
day on which Juniors might like to
take a nature walk along a shady path
beside a twmbling stream. But that
afternson there were two carloads of
Juniors on hand, all with a mind to
distribute those cards.

A Dbaby blue jay had fallen out of
its nest just outside the window, A
Junior girl gaw it. She also saw a catb
sneaking around awaiting an opportu-
nity to pounce upoen it. It was getting
late in the evening. She made a nest in

a box for the wee bird, and settled it -

nice and cozy near enough the kitehen
stove to keep it warm. In the morm-
ing, when she took it ouside, there was
the mother bird waiting for it, So she
placed it on the grass and watehed the
mother bird give it a lessen in flying
and also feed it some worms,

A Junior who receives the Christian
Help Cortificate shows a spirit of help-
fulness in lifting the burdens of others
in the home and in the eommunity.

"BraUTHUL THINGS

“BEAUTIFUL faces are they that wear
The light of a pleasant spirif there,
It matters little if dark or falr,

"“Beantiful hands are they that do
The work of the noble, gaod, and true,
Busy for them the long day thrgugh.

“Beautiful feet are they that go

Swiftly to lighten another's woe

Through summer's heat or winters
SNow,

“Beautliul children of rich or poor,

Who walk the pathway gweet and pure

That leads”to the mansions strong and
sure,

Neckerchief Drill

To be given by a leader and six girls,
each wearing a neckerchief. They march
onto the plafform and form ih groups of
twos; and leader steps forward and re-
cltes .

“These are some of the many things
we have studied in cur First Ad elass:
First-aid treatment for cuts, stings,
burns, and broken bones. Our necker-
chiefe have a very practical value.
(Here three of the girls remove the
neckerchiefs from their partners, hold-
ing them out in front of them o8 a
triangle.) Qur gromp will demonstrate
some of their many uses”

“Tirgt—sling for broken arm.”

(The leader then faces the groudp of
girls and counts 1, 2, 3, as three of the

1
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girls demonstrate upon the other three,
each making the same move, to count,
As they finish, all faoe the gudience for
a moment. Then they remove the sling
also to ecount. The givls who have
demonstrated this part then hand the
triangular neckerchiefs to their part-
ners and they stand holding them wn
Front of them wailing for the next
command from the leader. For the
third demonstration, the first set of
three girls again does the work. For
the fourth, the second set.)

“Becond—Triangular bandags for
the hand.”?

“Third—Triangular bandage for the
head.”

“Fourth-——Bandage for injured jaw.”

“Pifth—Wear over face as a gmoke
mask.” (AUl siz take part.)

“Sixth—TUse as a life line.” (The
girls tie the ends of their neckerchicfs
together to form a life line, the leader
takes hold of the last neckerchief, and
they mareh from the platform.)

God’s Neon Signs

Brgutny colored lights shot out
from the northern hovrizon ome Jan-
uary night. Many people in Lendon
thought half their city was_aflame,
They soon realized that they were
watching the northern lights.

The aurora borealls was said to he
mofe brilliant on that night of Jan-

nary 24, 1938, than it had been for.

three eenturies. IFremeh farmers see-
ing the red and yellow lights said fear-
fully to" ome another, “I{ is warl”
Portuguese peasants rushed from their
homes, fearing the end of the world
had come,

Observers in the United States de-
clare the reeen: displays of northern
lights to be the most brilliant sinee
1870.

On a elear winter night, the aurora
borealig is a beantiful sight. At firgt
a yellow or reddisl glow may be seen
along the northern horizon. Tt be-
comes brighter and brighter until great
streamers begin to flash upward from
the flery arch., At times the, sky is
aflame for several hours with multi-
colored lights, Suddenly the rosy
clouds fade away, leaving the sky to
the stars again,

Magnetie storms invariably aceom-
pany thess displays. Scientigts ave
able to produce in the laboratory, ef-
feets similar to the aurora by passing
electric currents through rareficd gases
or a partial yacunm. Neon signs, so
popular teday, were developed aceord-
ing to this principle.

Bo the aurora borealis may be ealled
God’s meon lights, blazing the power
and majesty of heaven aeross the sky.
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Many Years ago, as he eared for his
sheep, the psalmist David exclaimed:
“The heavens declare the glory of
God; and the firmament showeth Hig
handiwork.”

oo

Habits, Their Value
and Their Danger

. (Progmm\ for February 18)
BY E. W. DUNBAR

OPENING Sowa: “Christ in Song,” No,

67.

PRrAYER: That God will help us to form
right habits in our youth.

FFERING,

SECRETARY’S REPort.

SPECIAL MUSIC.

BisLe STupT: “Habits, Good or Bad.”
(See p. 20.)

TALK :- “Tmpottance of Right Habits”
{Bee p. 20.)

Tank: “A Self-Wrought Chain.”

Brory : “Ned’s Grandfather,”

EXPERIENCE: “Bnarved Inte Sinful
Habite.”

TaLK: “Some Habits Are Double Rob-
bers.”

PorM: “The Bad-Habit Family.”

SYMPOSIUM ok READING: “Valuable
Health Habits.”

PLEpge: %A Health Creed.” (See

. 22

CLOSING )SoNG: “Christ in Song,” No.

628,

Note to Superintendents
Pleaso yead the “Notes to Leaders,”
o, 18,

Ned’s Grandfather

NED wag watching grandpa put on
his shoes. .

“Why do you turn ’em over and
shake 'em before you put ’em on%”
he asked.

“Did T9” said grandpa.

“Why, yes, you did; but T didn’t see
anything come out. I have to shake
the sand out of my shoes 'most every
morning,”

Gran?lpa laughed, “I didn’t notice
that T shook my shoes, Ned; but I got
" in the habit of shaking my shoes every
time before putting them on when I
was in India.”

“Why did you do it there?”

“To ghake out scorpions or centi-
pedes or other vermin that might be
hidden in them.”

“But you don’t need to do it heve,
for we don’t have such things.”

“T kmow; but I formed the habit,
and now I do it without thinking.”

“Habit is a queer thing, isn’t it}”
said Ned,

“Ifs g very strong thing,” said

randpa. “Remember that, my boy.
i habit is & chain that grows stromger
every day, and it seems as if a bad
hahit grows strong faster than a good
one, If you want to have good habits
when you are old, form them while
you are young.’—@. B. F. Hallock.

The Church Officers’ Gazette
Snared Into Sinful Habits

A WRITER recently told of once finding
an Indian among the pines, kneeling
on the gnow and arranging a miniature
lane of pine branches and fwigs. After
completing two little hedges, the In-
dian conmstructed a small arch in the
middle and set up twigs on either side,
leaving but a small opening in the cen-
ter, The man who had been eagerly
watehing the work of the Indian was
rather puzzled. at this, and asked,
“What is it you are making?”

“I am making a snare for rabbits,”
he replied.

“But where is the snare?” the man
asked,

“Qh, I don’t put the snare in for a
couple of weeks yet,” said the Indian.

“Then what is the use of your pres-
ent arrangement?” the man demanded.

“Hal ha! T first malke the rabbits
familiar with the environment,” he
said, laughing. “They wiil come to-
night and be very suspicious and wary
of this. Next night they will come a
little closer, and g0 on, until they find
there is no danger. Then they will
begin to nibble at these twigs.” And
he touched the arch in the center.
“Then, when they start eating the
twigs, I shall put in my snaro, ar-
ranging it cleverly in the middle of
this little arch, and then I shall eateh
a rabbit every night.”

“What a lesson,” said the man, “T
sgemed to see the great enemy of souls
laying his snates and sins for the un-
wary, Familiarity with the environ-
ment of sim, the presentation of the
idea, the parleying with the tempter,
little beginnings—nibblings at the
temptation, finally the snare put in
cunningly, and then the soul caught.”

This is a graphic pieture of the way
in which the devil snares men’s gouls
and leads them away into the bondage
of sinful habits.—Christian Observer.

Some Habits Are Double
. Robbers

Among some of the bad habits which
appeal to some younger boys and girls
are habits of intemperance which in-
ctude smoking, eating between meals,
ete. As Junior Missionary Volunteers
we shonld make up our minds that we
will always be faithful to the first
point of our pledge which iz “By the
grace of God I will be pure.” In view
of the fact that many boys who smoke
quit school because they get behind in
their gtudies, it is clear that tobacco
seriougly interferes with the educa-
tional plan of the country, thus rob-
bing its vietims of mind and money,

The director of the Indiana State
Reformatory at Jeffersonville, Indiana,
some years ago told to what depths of
slavery a tobacco-soaked vietim may be
plunged, A young man of twenty-one
years wag sent {o the institution. Soon
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after his arrival he made a request
for tobaceo, which was denied him,
as smoking was not permitted there.
He said he had used tobaceo in differ-
ent forms sinee he was cight years of
age. Then he made a request to be
transferred to the State penitentiary,
knowmg that all inmates there were
furnighed tohaece. This request was
alse denied. The next move thiz young
man made was to plan deliberately to
be seni there, and he accomplished his
purpose by murdering another hoy.
‘While passing from omne building to
another with the rest of the boys, he
dropped out of tho double line, stepped
behind his marching partner, and
plunged a shoe knife inte his back,
wounding the boy so that he died in
twenty minates, ,

An investigation showed that the
murderer did not dislike the boy he
had killed, and had mo hard feelings
against him; that he had no other
motive for the erime than to be sent
where he eould have tobacco. Boys
and girls, let us heware of anything
that has such a terrible offect upon its
addiets. ¢

Bir Robert Baden-Powell, a great
Boy Seout leader, has said: “I have
known a great many young soldiers
ruined in health by cigarette smoking,
and they have had to be turned out of
the army because they were mot fit to
face the enemy in active serviee.”

(General Pershing of the United
States Army designated Captain Wood-
fill as the greatest hero in the Ameri-
can forees in France during the World
War. This man did not use tobacco.
Sergeant York, another great hero,
the young man from the mountains of
the Southland, is alse a total abstainer
from tobacco. It was mnot necessary
for these brave men, and many thou-
sands like them, to be bolstered up by
cigarettes to make them brave in the
face of danger,

Benjamin Franklin said: “T never
saw a well man eXercising common
sense who could say that tohaceo did
him any good.”

Another interesting faet that has
come to light on the tobacco habit
shows us the dangers fo the lives of
soldiers that have resulied from this
habit. During the Great War, when
the German submarines were proving
a terror to the allies, some one learned
that about every so often & submarine
would come to the surface to permit
smoking, as no smoking was allowed
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inside the submarine. The allies took
advantage of thiz in sgpotting sub-
marines from alrplanes end in bomh-
ing them. For instance, an officer in a
naval air station on the Fnglish coast
one morning stuck a pin in the middle
of the North Sea map, and said, “They
will be needing a smoke right about
there. In thrée hours they will emorge,
and the reason will be tobacco. Search
this area and you will find a sub-
marine,” At about the place and time
decided upon, a German submarine wag
discovered. The news was wirelessed
to the allied destroyers and the suh-
marine was rammed. There were only
six survivors. How many Germans
lost their lives in tltis way because of
slavery to the tobaceo habit, which
drove them from safety heneath the
water to danger on the surface, wiil
probably never be known.

How thankful we should be that as
Junior Missionary Volunteers we know
the truth of the dangers of the ciga-
rette habit!

A young bank employee wrote out
some' of his reasons for not smoking,
as follows: “My body is too good for
the cigarette. My work is too impor-
tant to allow its interference. I know
that cigarette smoking would hurt my
hasket-ball playing, my track work;
yes, even my swimming, It would
make me more liable to take diseases
and increase my chances of dying in a
fight for life should I become a victim
of sudden accident or hecome eom-
pelled to undergo a serious operation.”’

A well-known athlete on tho Paeifie
Coast was taken fo a hespital for an
operation. The surgeon who was to
operate asked him if he used tobaceo
or liquor. When he answered that he
never had used either, or coffee, or tea,
the surgeon said, “You are as good as
well, them. You will get along ali
right.” '

Tt is true, boys and girls, that a
noble character does not eome fo us
by accident. Charaeter is formed by
hard, stern battles with ourgelves and
by the graee of God. God gives the
talents and the powers of mind. We
form the charaeter.

A Self-Wrought Chain

THERE i3 & story of a smith of the
Middle Ages, who was taken prigoner
and confined in a dungeon. DBecause
of the knowledge his eraft had taught
hisn, he carefully examined the heavy
links that bound him, expeeting
somewhere to find a flaw that would
sliow a weak place which could soon
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be made to yleld. But presently le
dropped his hands hopelessly. Cor-
tain marks told him that the chain
wag of lis own making, and it had
always been hig boagt that a chain
of his worlinanghip could mnot be
broken. There ave truly no chains so
hard teo break as those of owr own
torging, but they are not hopeless.
The worst possible habits will yield
to human reselution and strength
from ahove.

The Bad-Habit Family

How the Bad-Habit Family Got
Into Kingdom Health!

Ox¢p on a time, there wandered to
The gate of Kingdom Ilealth,

A sad, Bad-Habit family,
In search of fame and weaith.

The guard, advancing, barred the way,
And cried, “Be off with yeu!

We have no place lu Kingdom Health
Ifor suel a sorry crew.”

And al thelr pleadings were In vain,
“I ghail nof let you in

Until you mend your ways,” ho said.
ALY vight, sir, ‘vqu'll begin 1"

So Carrie Coffee and her friend,
Poor nervous Trudy Tea,

iyank only miik, and soon thelr cheeks
Were glowing rrosily.

Yonng Willie Won’t-Wash found .it sport
To take a daily scrud.

ITe ptayed he was a whale and had
‘I'he oeean in fis tub,

And Temmy Toothache never failed
To brush his teeth at night

And morning, too, and so his smile
Became a pleagant sight.

And Sammy Shump held up his head
And straightened ont his gpine.
My ! ITe was proud beeanse the girls
AN thought him strong and fine.

Pired Lily-Up-Late wont to bed
At eight instead of ten.

And togk & nap each afternoon.
She Lelf ambitiovs then.

Thin Tilile Tonsll and her twin,
Frail Addie Adenoid, spent ~
A short time 1n a hospital
And gained fifteen per cent,

Said Wilbur Wetfoot Lo the duck,
“You need not langh at me

Beeause T keep my feet dry now ;
It’s best for boys, you see,”

And Constance Candy ran away

I'rom bad “Between-Menls-Sweets,”
For too mueh candy is not good

For boys and girts 1o eat.

Smal Wallace Whiner changed his way
Of speaking, and the boys

Who never lked him muel before
Now offered him their toys.

Then lﬁgek they marched to Kingdom
ealth,
The gate was open wide,
And this GOOD-HABIT famiiy
Ran jeyously inside.
—Hygeia,
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Valuable Health Habits

1, VEXTILATE every rooin you oceupy,
and let in as much sunlight as jossibie.
Sun bake mattresses and covers thor-
oughly once a month,

2, Keep your feet clean, dry, and weli
shod.

3. 1f you are an indoor worker, be
sgure to get recreation outdoors.

4. Hleep ia fresh alr always—in the
open it you can,

§. Hold a handkerchief before your
mouth and nose when you ecough or
sneeze, and insist that others do likewise,
Bhake hands with others, provided your
hands arve clean,

6. Always wash
eating,

7. Do nol overeat,

8. Eat freely of fruit and of leafy and
coarse vegetubles.

9, Kat slowly : chew thorougitly.

0, Drink six to eight glasses of water

youl hands before

. vieuate thoroughly, vegularly.
12. Stand, sit. and walc erect,
13, Avoid contact with diseased per-

14. Xeep the teeth and gums clean,

15. Work, play, rest, and sieep in
moderation.

16, Keep serene, Worry is the foe of
health. Cultivate good ecompanions,

17. Avoid self-drugging,

18, Have your doctor examine you
carefully once a year. Also consult your
dentlst once or twice a year,

—~8elected.

W
The Spade Confirms
the Bible

{Program for February 25)
BY ALFRED W. PETERSON

OreniNg Song: “Jesus Is Coming
Again,” No. 100 in “Missionary
Volunteer Songs.”

SORIPTURE READING: Isaizh 13:19.22;
Daniel 12:4.

PRAYFR.

SECRETARY’S REPORT.

MIsSIONARY REPORTS.

OFFERING.

SPECIAL MUsIC,

INTRODUCTORY TALK BY SUPRRINTEND-
ENT: “Rocks Which Unlocked His-
tory‘”

TaLK: “Abraham’s Homo in TUr.”

Tanx: “On an Assyrian Briek.”

Taux: “The Hittites, a Forgotten
People.”

CrosiNg SoNe: “Faith of Our Fa-
thers,” No. 50 in “Missionary Vol-
unteer Songs.”

Rocks Which Untocked History
OF ANCIENT BGYPT, BABYLON,
AND ASSYRIA

BEFORE the ninetécnth century, no
living man knew very much about the
civilization of ancient Egypt, Baby-
lon, or Assyria, In these countries, o
high degree of civilization developed,
but with the passing of the eenturies
ali had been forgotten. No ome could
read the ancient writings on the monu-
ments of these countries; so men could
only surmise what the writings on the
monuments sald, About the beginning
of the nineteenth eentnry great schol-
ars of the world began to doubt the
historieal accounts of the Bible regard-
ing these ancient people, and said that
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the Bible stories were mere legends
and myths which were interesting
because they were the folklore of the
Hebrews, but that they coutd not be
trusted as sources of history. It is
interesting to remember in this con-
nection that more than 600 years be-
fore Chrigt, God had shown the
prophet Daniel that in the time of the
end, about 1798, knowledge would be
inereased. The hook of Daniel itself
wag to be senled until this time,
Twenty-three centuries passed, and
the world came to “the time of the
end” when the knowledge of the Bible
was to be preatly increagsed. But
about this time, when scholars hegan
to attack the divine origin of the
Bible and to dizcount is truthfulness,
startling events began to take place.

In the year 1798, Napoleon Bona-
parte of France set out om a cam-
paign to conquer Egypt, and in 1799,
while some of Ms officers were mak-
ing an excavation for the foundation
of a fort mcar the Rosetta arm of
the Nile, they found a stone on which
were inseribed three diffcrent kinds
of writing. This stone was of granite,
nearly four feet tall and about two
and a half feet wide and almost a
foot thick, One face of the stone
was smooth and was divided into
three parts, one above the other, and
upen each part was writing, The
writing on the lowest portiom wasg in
Gireek, the language which the schol-
arg of that day could read, but the
writing on the other two portions was
strange and had no meaning for
them. The officer took the stone to
General Menou, who took possession
of it, When Napoleon was defeated
aud compelled to surrender to the
Engtlish, this precious gtone was sur-
rendered to the English General
Turner, and was eventually placed in
the British Museum in London, where
it may he seen teday by those who
visit that place. The most famous
scholars in Eurepe bhegan to study
the inseriptions on “this rock, and
finally Doeter Thomas Young success-
fully translated the inscriptions and
laid the foundation for the transla-
tien of many other inseriptions on
the momuments in Egypt.

These ancient ingeriptions cut in
stone were the means by whieh an-
tient kings, proud of their achieve-
ments, left records of their deeds for

. suceeeding generations to read. God

had a hand in this, for these inscrip-
tions in later centuries weve to verify
the historical record in God’s word.

Tater, another important diseovery
was made, In the year 1835 a Brit-
ish army officer, namned Henry Raw-
linson, was stationed om the wesiern
frontier of Persia mnear Behistmm,
which was situated at the foect of a
precipitous peak some 17,000 feet
high. The original name of this plaee
was Bagistana, which moany “place
ef the gods.” On the face of this
great cliff, about 500 feet up from
its base, Darius I, king of Persia,
had carved a great imseription in
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three. kinds of ancient writing, Mr.,
Rawlingon was much interested in
these imscriptions, even though he
eould not read them, and decided to
make a copy of them. The task in-
volved much labor and great risk, for
not only was the ingeription some 500
feet above the base of the cliff, but
below the cliff was a chasm about
350 feet deep. By meauns of ladders
and ropes and other equipment, he
succeeded in making a copy of the
Tettering on the great face of this
cliff, .

It took him four years to do
the work. After he had made a
copy, he spent eighteen years study-
ing, and finelly was able o make a
translation of the strange claracters
which lLe had copied. Five of the
panels cut into the rock were in the
Persian  language, with which Mr.
Rawlingon was aequainted, and from
this he was able to dceipher the other
panels which were in the Median and
Babylonian languages. In his trans-
lation, he used the same plan which
had made possible the reading of the
Rosetta stome. This chiff with its in-
seription i3 mow known as the
Behistun rock. “The value of the
Behistun findings did unot consist in
what was written upon the face of
the cliff, but vather in the fact that
the reading of the languages there
feund made available to scholars an-
other great field of ancient litera-
ture,” so that new the imseriptions
upon the ancient monuments cf the
Pergians and Assyrians could also be
read.

So in the few years whieh followed
the beginning of “the time of the
end,” a vast field of study lay open
to students of antiquity, and archeclo-
gists went to work in earnest. Many
books have been written by these
men whe have heen digging in the
ruing ¢f ancient cities where have
been found vast libraries of tablets,
whieh not only give the political his-
tory of the countries, but record the
customns cf the people, their habits
of living, their miethods of doing
husiness, descripticns of their homes,
copies of their Jaws, and many other
things that help us to know with a
fair degrec of accuracy what the an-
cient Egyptians, Babylonians, and
Assyrians did, and how they lived.

Qur program teday shows how some
cf these anciemt writings throw new
light upon the Bible and prove be-
voud the shadow of a doubt that the
Bible recerd is a reliable and true
reeord of ancient times,

Abraham’s Home in Ur

BEFoRE men had begun to dig in .

the mounds found i Egypt and
Persia, very little was known about
some of the names mentioned in the
Bible. For example, in the eleventh
chapter of Genesis, we find a passage
which says that Terah took Abram
hiz son, and Lot the son of Haran,

" to light a great number
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and some others, and “went forth
with them from Ur of the Chaldees,
to go inte the land of Canaan”
TUntil recent years, the reader of this
chapter had no means of knowing
whether “Ur of the Chaldees” was a
district, or a large city, or a little
village.

In 1854 there was located at Basra
a British consul by the name of
J. F. Taylor. Mz, Tayler decided to
dig into a low mound situated on
a desert waste about halfway between
Baghdad and the Persian Gulf, This
mound was called by a name which
means “the mound of pitelh,” M.
Taylor engaged some natives and
dug for a part of two seasons, and
though he mevely seratched the sur-
face of the mound, yet he bronght
of clay
cylinders, elay tablets, and wmany
marked bricks. “These he shipped to
the British Museum, and when the
authorities there had deciphered the
inscriptions on the cylinders and
tablets, it became known that the
mound of pitch undoubtedly covered
a portion of the site of the long-lost
City of Abraham, Ur ¢f the Chal.
dees.” Later excavations revealed a
staged tewer which formed a part
of a temple area, whieh was built
somewhere hetween 2,300 and 2,180
years before Christ. This tower was
a little more than 200 feet in length
by 150 feet in width and had an
original height of over 70 feet. Thiee
great stairways led to the top, which
was crowned by a small sanctuary
surrounded by trees and flowers which
ornamented the terraces. This tower,
with a portion of the swrrounding
land, was cnclosed in a great brick
wall, and all the territory within this
brick wall was called the saered
area. Here were the government
offices, where people paid their tithe
and rent and taxes. Here were re-
cerded the legal decwments covering
the renting of houses, the buying and
selling of real estate, wmarriages, and
all other doeuments that were in-
tended to be a legal record, All thege
documents of Abraham’s time had to
be drawn in legal form, signed and
sealed, and witnessed in a presexibed
fashion,

“Within the sacred area was also
the famous ‘boys’ school in which
were found many lessons of sehool-
boys whe lived four thousamd years
u#go. It was the custom in Abraham’s
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time for the teacher to imscribe the
lesson on ome side of a small clay
tablet, and the sehoolboy, turning the
tablet over, attempted to reproduce
the lesson on the other side, and to
this day may be clearly seen the evi-
dence of the clumsy cfforts of boys
to eorrect errors they had made. Not
only ecould some of the boys whe
grew up with the boy Abram solve
problems in addition, subtraction,
multiplieation, and division, hut they
eould extract square and cube roots
of mnumbers. They had lessons in
grammar and eould draw maps of
their eity.”

In the ruing of this mound of pitch
wers found exquisite pleces of silver
and gold ornaments with preeious
stones, “The mechanics of Tr had
produced the earliest four-wheeled
vehicles, Musielans played on beau-
tifully designed harps and other
gtringed instruments. Scholars were
already writing long chronicles from
which the Greeks were later to bor-
row extensively, and which we may
read today.”

Some, perhaps, have thoughi that
Abraham, as a boy, grew up in a
tent and was elad in skins, but these
exeavations show that the middle-
clags citizens of Ur lived in thirteen
or fourteen room houses which had
many comforts and luzuries. These
houses had flreplaces, servant’s quar-
ters, and a chapel where the house-
hold worshiped, besides other living
rooms. “We now knew that Abra-
ham spent his boyhoed in a great
eity,~—a city that was the greatest
center of education and culture of
the then-known world. The country
about Ur was a ‘farmer’s paradige;’
a rich soil, watered by a great sys-
tem of canals and irrigation ditches,
supported great flocks and herds,
which were the principal wealth of
the distriet. . . . If we pieture the
eity in which young Abraham was
rearved, the culture he knew, and the
educational advantages whichk were
open to him there; if we krow that
during the formative years of his
life he was congtantly rubbing shoul-
ders with men who could read and
write, with expert eraftsmen, and with
men cngaged in trade and eommerce,
it would seem passing strange that a
man of the spiritwual and mental
gtature of Abraham were other than
an educated, broad-minded, sophisti-
cated ecitizen of the world.” We can
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undergtand how mueh it meant to
him to leave hiz home at the ecall of
God and turn his face toward Canaan
te become a pilgrim and a wanderer
in the earth, that he might spread
the knowledge of the true God to
the heathen tribes of Canaan.

On An Assyrian Brick

TUr until 1883, scholars studying the
life of ancient Egypt had seen no
evidence that mortar had ever been
used by Egyptians, and some of them
were attempting to diseredit the
Bible story of the use of mortar dur-
ing the time of Israelite slavery.
In an article dated April 28, 1916,
Doctor Kyle tells how on a winter’s
day in 1908 he went to make an
examination of Professor Naville’s
exeavation at Pithom, and leoked in
amazement at the thick, well-pre-
served mortar in the walls of store
chambers of that momument of Israel-
ite slavery. “A little mortar seems
& little thing, but such incidental
touches of, exactness in the Biblieal
racords inspire confidence in the whole
récord.”

Doctor Kyle cites also another bit
of proof of the aceuracy of the Bible,
“Tn the Yale colleetion of Babylonian
and Agsyrian antiquities is a briek
from Assyria upon which still elings
the bitumen which was used instead
of mortar; as it is said of the RBemites
who ‘journeyed east and found a
plain in the land of Shinar, and ‘they
used briek for stons, and slime
[bitumen] for mortar. ™

The Bible is true in every detail,
and the archeclogists, digging into
these ancient mounds, are acenmnlat-
ing evidences which verify the Bible
story.

The Hittites, a Forgotten People

Over 3,700 years ago thers lived
a people called the Hittites. They
are first mentioned in Gemnesis 15:
18-21. Altogether, the Hittites are
mentioned in the Seriptures about
forty times, but with the passing of
the ceenturies, all evidence of their
existence was covered with the dust
of ages and all memory of these
Hittites dvopped from the minds of
men.

Following the beginning of the
“time of the end” many modern
eritics of the Bible said that the
Hittites mentioned in the Bible were
& mere legend without foundation in
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fact. - They pointed out that there
was no evidence in eoxistence that
the Hittites had ever lived, and so
a eontroversy arose over the Hittites
and over the truthfulness of the
Bible. About 1905 a German arche-
ologist by the name of Hugo Winckler
began to dig in the mpunds and rocks
of Agia Minor. Many tablets were
found which have proved of great
importance to historians. In the
summer of 1907, excavating was done
on the slope of a mountain which
had been a fortified citadel, in which
were found the remains of royal
archives which indicate that this for-
tified place was the capital of an
ancient civilization. Doecuments found
in these excavations have furnished
abundant proof that the Hittites did
exist and that the center of their
power was in Agia minor, Tn his
exploration, Doetor Winckler ‘‘uncov-
ered the ruins at Boghazkeul and
brought to light, in addition to
architectural ruins and & treasury of
ingeriptions in Hittite hieroglyphs,
also tablets of cuneiform seript.
Among these latter was found the
Hittite copy of the same treaty of
peacs between Rameses II and the
‘Kheta "

' In 1931 Doetor Kurt Bittel diseov-
ered more than two hundred fifty frag-
ments of cunciform tablets, many of
which had been uged as filling in the
walls. Not all of thess tablets have
been translated yet, but when they
are, no doubt mueh elearer light will
be thrown upon the history of thia
ancient people. “What these tablets,
now being translated and ecarefully
studied, may yet reveal concerning the
Hittites, and what vast and amazing
additions to learning may eome with
the decipherment of the Hittite hiero-
glyphs themselves, an event which
certainly eannot mueh longer be de-
layed, no one ean tell. Already there
is this important result: no one is .
saying now that ‘no such people as
the Hittites ever existed.” In the
same way wherever excavations are
being earried on in Bibls lands, the
Bible is being proved true.

oW

I wever allow myself to hecome
discouraged under any eircumstances,
The three great essentials.to achieve
anything worth while are: fivst, hard
work ; second, stick-to-itiveness; thivd,
common gense~—Thomas 4. Bdison,
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Our Foreign Missions

for missions is taken.

These pages provide interesting and helpful material for church elders
and conference workers in promoting foteign mission work, and may
be used on the second Sabbath of eack month when the church offering

Our Faithful Youth in Mexico

HE Young People’s Missionary

Voluntoer geeretary in Mexico

recently sent uws some of the
experiences through whieh our youth
in this eountry are passing, in their
loyalty to Christ, and in their wit-
nessing to the truths of the message
among their fellow countrymen:

“In our childhood and our school
days we were taught to receive with
reserve anything foreign, if it came
from outside our horders, ITxperi-
ence teaches us that the work of the
missionaries eoming to us hag not
been in vain. We see hundreds of
young peoplo entering into our ranks,
leaving behind their old ideas and
pwrposés, and aecepting in their place
the infinite love of Christ, which
makes all peeple one in the blegsed
hope of a soon-eoming Haviour., This
message makes such a change in the
lives ¢f those who aecept it, that we
legrn to love those from whom we
were, withont good reason, estranged,
We now have a new experience, and
we are thinking only of how we may
give this message to those who are in
darkness,

“Tt will be diffieuli for you to un-
derstand the gratitude that fills our
hearts when we diseover the great
blessing that hag ecome to us by the
aceeptance of the truths which s0
transformed our Hves. We thus be-
come living witnesses to those who
still Hve in sin. .

“#Tho young people of this country
are enthngiastic in the great work of
giving the new-found truth to others.
From house to house they go, sowing
the seeds of truth, thinking of the
inspired words, ‘Freely ye have re-
ceived, freely give’ Iiven to remote
places, into the mountains, among the
wild tribes, the untiring steps of
youth go, earrying tho gospel for this
time,

“Many of our young people do not
return, but fall under tho eruel hand
of the assagein, who attempts in this
way to stop the preaching of the
truth of a crucified and risen Saviour.
But our young people who lave given
up their all, dc not fear those who
kill the body but cannot kill the soul.
They remain faithfvl wunto death,
Thus the purpose of these satanic
agents iz frustrated. Soon others,
full of zeal, enter %o confinue the
work the first were forced to lay down,

Experience has demonstrated that our
youth do mot fear death, when it
comes to giving their festimony for
the truth. Our yomng people arve
often pressed by their parvents to give
up their faith, but the parents fail
in this.

“Recently T was a witness to the
unchristian means that a father uged
to get his daughier to give up this
message. He said: ‘If you become
an Adventist and are baptized in this
church, dow’t call me any more your
father, or ever enter this door again.
And the part of the inheritance that
was to be yours will be logt to you
forever. You must choose which it
shall be, the Adventist Chureh, or
your father; your new faith, or your
inheritance,” And which de you think
she chose? Ah! my dear friends, this
young sister chose the better part,
which shall not be taken from her.
She chose to {urn from an earthly
father to her heavenly Father, who
extended His loving arms to accept
thiz willing offering of so young a
life. Bhe left her home, to follow in
the footsteps of Him who left all for
a lost world.

“Bhe went out inte the Sierra
Madre Mountains to work in behalf
of those who were not so fortunate
as she, She started a small schocl
on a farm many miles back in the
hills. 'Here she found a new home
that the T.ord had for her; she found
a Christian father; she found a Chris-
tian mother; she found many gincere
Christian friends; and how happy she
is in her new work! Thank the Lord
for the sincere young people who are

willing to forsake all for the love of

their Saviour,”

The Dusuns Calling
From British North Borneo, -
rector G. B. Youngberg gives some
of the experiences which have come
to them in their mission work, espe-
cially among the Dusun people:

“Weo had great difficulty in obtain-
ing a suitable location for the sehool.
This country is governed by a frading
company, and while religious liberty
is supposed te be a policy of the gov-
ernment, it is so eumbered with regu-
lations that it is quite limited in
operation, However, we bave been
able to obtain a suitable locatiom,
though quite small in extent, and hope
soon to be able to open our school

““We have received fromm BPusuns
living in the mountains, several urgent
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calls for teachers, and it grieves us
that we llave not the men to send to
them, This emphasized the erying
need for a school in which to train
Dusun young pcople to swork for their
own eountrymen. Could you visit our
Dusun brethren, I am sure that you
would be impressed by their faithful-
ness to the principles of the message.
Very few of them ever backslide.
Even the government officers testify
to the good character of our comverts.
It is only necessary for a Pusun to
prove that he is 2 member of our
church to obtain exemption from such
things as the native liquor tax. 1In
the next few years we expeet to see
4 large inerease in believers among
these people.”

Into Mountain Districts of North
India

I reporting work earried om hy
Missionary J. F. Ashlock and helpers
in the mountain districts of the
Northwest India Union, F. H. T.oasby
writes:

“He has entered a nomber of hill

- territories, particularly the Jainti and

Gare IHills, Here, with Brother
Rajee and other faithful helpers, he
has spent days, or weeks, as the case
may be, in reaching these mountain
people, many of whom are very re-
sponsive to the message. There are
thousznds of these hill dwellers; many
of them are turning from heathen-
ism, or, better stabed, from their
animistic practices, and many of them
listen readily to the message we have
for them.

“There is a vast amount of work

. to be done in these hills, and one may

easily have visions of reaching mnot
only the near-by iribes, but also the
mountain dwellers in the deep recesses.
of these mountain ranges, some of
whom are head-hunters to this day
and against whom it was necessary,
only a short time ago, to send a gov-
ernment expedition, to ecorreet these
evil tendeneies. Brother Ashlock has
ambitions, and not withont reason, of
reaching even these distant tribes.

“It is very encouraging to know
that five were recently baptized from
the Jaintl Hill people, These people
bad been keeping the Sabbath for one
full year before baptism, and a num-
ber more among these same people
are now prepared for baptism. The
total number baptized -from among
the poeople of Bhillong and surround-
ing distriets, up to the present time,
iy nineteen,’”?

A Dedicated Son

Missionary A. P. Rirz, writing
from Bangkok, Siam, passes on an
interesting experlemce of a young
man, Chinese, who recently returned
to Biam from an eight years’ stai
in China as a student;

“While there he became a Chrig-
tian, and attended chureh regularly,
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On reaching home last year he began
attending our Chinese church. He
has a cousin here who is one of our
members. Then some months ago I
went to visit the parents, in com-
pany with our leading Chinese evan-
gelist. The father told us that he
wanted his son to join our church.
Then he explained his reasons,

“He sald that in 1905 he, with four
of his friends, attended Adventist
meetings in Singapore, conducted by
Elder Jones, who, with his wife,
opened our work there, He said that
ho eame near joining our ehurch, but
that about that time Dr. Sun Yat-sen
came to Singapoie to get mem to go
back to China with him to establish
the new revelutionary government.
He said that he weighed the matéer
as to which he should do, and finally
ho and another man decided to cast
their tot m with the new China move-
ment, Two others of the five did
join our chureh, one of them Brother
O, M. Lee of Singapore, who was a
delegate to the General Confevence
in 1836.

“Sometime later, in China, this man
married a young woman who had been
graduated from medieal school, and a
year later their first ehild was born
—the young man mentioned above.
He said that he and his wife desired
that their som grow up to be a de-
liverer of the Chinese people, as
Abraham Lineoln was for the slaves
of the United States. So they gave
him a name meaning ‘deliverer.’ On
the eighth day after his birth they
called in all the Christian ministers
for many miles around, that they
might bless their son. One of them
suggested baptism, but the parents
sald they would rather wait until he
was old enmough to understand what
,it meant. And so, he said, he mow
wanted the boy to join our c¢hureh
lrecause he knew it was right, and he
loped his boy would yet prove to be
oite to deliver people from sim,

“After velating this story the fa-
ther requested that we pray. The
evangelist and I prayed and then the
father prayed, probably for the first
time in many years. God’s Spirit
was present, and when we Tose all
were weeping. The son guickly em-
braced hig father, and wiped his tears,
and thenm did the same to his mother.
We trust that God’s Spirit will yet
have His eomplete will with this en-
tire family. The boy is surely a good-
hearted, truly refined young man, and
will, we believe, make a good worker
for Ged.”

Took His Beating, Continming On

Tus following experience, took
plage in or near Mokiang, Yunnan
Provinee, Southwest China. Hu Ben-
djeng tells it. It all eame about as
the result of services held by Mission-
ary C. B. Miller:

“Cme day when I went into the
country to visit a Sabbath school, I
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met a very carnest believer. In ap-
pearance he was not different from
the ordinarv country farmers round
about, but when I learned what the
Lord has done through him, and of
his spirit of willing sacrifice, I was
greatly moved. After we had talked
together for a few minutes, this
brother invited me to his home. On
the way lhe told me the following
interesting story: -

“¢T am a very humble, stupid per-
son. Al T have known all my life
i to go to work when the sun comes
up, and toil all day with my face to
the yellow soil and my back toward
heaven, and te rest when the sun sets.
‘When 1 have a good harvest, I am
happy; and I have thought of little
else. When sickness came, I knew
nothing but to call upon the evil
spirits. TIn thig ignorant state, like
one in a daze, I passed twenty years.

“i0ne day an evangelist came to
our village and preached that there is
a true God m heaven, who is the
Creator of all, and who rules over all
things en earth; and that all on earth
should trust im Him. This was all
very new and strangs to me, but I
continued to go day after day, lis-
tened, and believed. Then I began
telling the Bible truths that I had re-
ceived to my relatives and friends.

“‘Ome day eight or nine hundred
people were present at a meeting on
the mountaimside, The next day, for
what reasson I do not know, the head-
man of the village semt some one to
arrest me. He said, “Why did you
gather a thousand people on the
mountainside yesterday?”’ I replied,
“We came fogether to worship the
God that made heaven and earth, and
His Son Jesus, the Redeemer of the
world.” T also gave him a traet and

a New Testament, but mot understand-
ing very mueh of the truth at that
time, I did not dare to try to tell him
very mueh,

The result was that I

=7

J{ little aid.
Just here and there,

Removes from life
Much teil and care.
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was beaten and severely injured.
Moveover, I was forbidden to again
hold meetings or preach the gospel
and was told that if they found out
that I did so, they would punish
me mwore severely, Several brethren
helped me to my home. However, I
gtill believed that I ought to obey
God rather than man; so I again held
& meeting on another mountain. At
that time gsome one said, “He is an
ignorant farmer of this place. How
can he have such ecourage?”’

“This faithful young man has not
ceaged his witnessing, but still eon-
tinues hisg voluntary gervice for God.”

The White Man Listened In

MucH of our advapcement among
the Indians of the Lake Titicaca re-
gion is made by establishing sehools
in plaeces where but little, if any,
gospel work has been dome, Of late
braneh Babbath sehools are also being
used to reach those who have not
heard the message of trath, This
word recently was veceived from Su-
perintendent G, F. Ruof:

“The matter of Dranch Sabbath
schools has met with a good vesponse.
One of ocur workers began such a
Sabbath school a few months ago, and
now it has grown to e an independ-
ent one. He has begun another. He
goes to this place Friday evening and
holds a good meeting with the peo-
ple at the beginning of the Sabbath,
and then on Sabbath morning early,
conduets the braneh school, returning
to the home Sabbath school in time
for its opening, We think that this
shows a real missionary zeal. Branch
Sabbath sehools are springing up in
many places, and we believe that this
will lead to reaching large numbers
of Indians in ovr field whe have not
known of Jesus’ love. Cur baptized
membership is now over 6,000,

“We have more full-time (nine
months) selwols this year than ever
before, .and some of these are out-
growing thetr guarterg. In one sehool
there are more than 150 matriculated,
in another over ome hundred. The
people are mow coming for eounsel
and help in the building of larger
schoolhouses. In spite of the good
numbers that have atiended our In-
dian training school the Jlast few
years, we have an aeule dearth of
teachers, Qur training sehools have
an enrollment of around 190, and a
fine spirit prevails,

“A whito man visited a school di-
reeted by ane of our Indian boys.
He lstened for over an hour to the
teaching. Then he rose and said,
“Very well, very well, I will send twe
of my children to vour scheal! Now
he lag three of hig ehildren sitting
beside Indian children learning from
an Indian teacher not only reading
and writing, but also the story of the
gospel.”

MISSION BOARD.
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