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Administrating the Conference Church

RARLY every conference has

a large numbor of scatlered

believers whe do not have the
pleasure of ehurch privileges, since
they are too far away from any local
organization. It ig for this class of
membors, as well as for the aged or
infirm persong who live adjacent to a
loeal ehurch, that the conferencs chureh
is organized., Of its organization we
read in the “Church Manual,” page 85:

“The conference officers are the offi-
cers of the conference church, and the
conference committee acts on all mai-
ters pertaining to receiving and dis-
miigsing members.”

In the operation of the conferemce
chureh there are problems which some-
times perplex; yet the following plan
has proved quite successful, although if
is not elaimed by any means fo be com-
pletely adequate.

In a conference in which the terri-
tory is under supervision of distriet
Leaders, these problems are simplified.
In such cases, the names of ali affii-
iated belisvers who are enrolled in the
conference church in each district are
furnished the leader, who will plan for
regular visits among these members.

- He will either visit them as he makcs
tripg about hiy territory, or will call
speeial meetinga in various sections of
hig distriet to which he will invite alt
who are near emough fo attend

Occasions such as Sabbath school
conventions, church officers’ meetings,
week-end rallies, et cetera, afford for
these isolated ones g fine opportunity
for spiritual rofreshing, as well aa the
privilege of meeting with ether be-
Hevers,

A letter anmounging such plans
should be sent early, se that they may
arrange to attend, and in some in-

atances in which members are driving
a long distance it may be possible to
arrange with them to aecommodate
others who have no means of convey-
ange, and bring them to the meeting.

‘While the camp meeting is the usual
time for conducting ordinances of the
Lord’s house for econferemce church
memhaers, there may be opportunity at
thege special gatherings to arrange for
special services. This information con.
cerning the qualifieations for eonduct-
ing ordinances is found in the “Church
Manual,” page 27:

“Omly ordained ministers or ordained
elders holding office are qualified to do
this, A person holding a ministerial
licenge from the conference is not qual-
ified thercby to conduct the eommunion

gerviees or to administer baptism, un- .

less he 3s the regularly elected local
leader of that particular ehureh.”
The foregoing precludes the conduet-
ing of these ordinances for these lzo-
lated believers by the licentiate, even
though he be the district leader, and
perhaps may be ordained as a local
elder, unless these people meet in the

local chureh where he is eleeted and
ordained to scrve,

Amnother valuable contaet may be
made by a general letter onece a month
from the conforemce office to all the
isolated. These may be written by the
conference president, seerstary, treas-
urer, or any one of the departmental
seoretaries, thus affording the isclated
believer by this method acquaintance
with the conference staff.

Again, all confeérence workers who
drive about the conference should be
given the names and locations of the
isolated who may live on the way of
their route, that a short visit may be
made, and, wherever possible, prayer
shoutd be offered in every home. Fre-
quently the nonmember hushand may
he thug attracted.

Another method of contact is by defi-
nitely assigning a worker to visit all
small eompanieg, small churches, and
the isolated members who geldom see
one of our ministers, spending a day,
a week end, a fuil week, or longer, ac-
cording to the meeds and the oppor-
tunity. He will more than likely bap-
tize as many during the year as he
would if hiz time were given wholly
to regular evangelical work.

The Harvest Ingathering eampaign
afferds another geod time for visiting
and for leading these isolated memhbers
to vigit their neighbers in this mission-
ary endeavor, thereby opening the way
for spreading the fruth.

The conference church can be made
a valnable asset to any conference
if care and attemtion are properly
bestowed, The eonference president
will be well repaid for making it his
businesg to vigit every sueh conference
church member within his conferenee.

M. A. HOLLISTER.
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Two Questions Considered

From a church in a wesiern con-
ferenece the following questions ave
gent in:

1, “Can eleven out of a ehurch mem-
bership of fifty-three legally grant let-
ters for transfer of membership, or
disfollowship members$”

© 8. “Our ehurch elder recently called
a business meeting. At this meeting
he announeed that wo had met to elect
two chureh officers—a deaconess and a
church clerk, Seven of the fifty-three
members of the church were present.
Two of these seven were clected by the
other five. Is this a legal election?”

Referring to guestion two first, the
answer would depend upon whether the
announcement of this chureh business
mesting was made at a-time or in such
manner as to reach all, or af least most,
of the chureh membership. If do, and
in response to this call only seven
members were present, we knvw of no
rule whereby it would be possible to
dsclare that the business attended to
at that meeting was illegal, Burely it
was to be regretted that more of the
chureh members were not present to
take part in the business of the hour;
yet all notified had the same opportu-
nity of attending as did the seven
present, Since the others were mot
present, it devolved upon those whe
were there to give consideration to the
items of business to be given atisntion
at that time.

In the filling of vacaneies in charch
offices which occur between general
eleetions at the elose of each year, how-
ever, we belleve the better way is
that set forth in the August, 1989, is-
sue of the CHURCH QFFICERS’ GAZETTE.
In a word, this is, upon the announee-
ment by the elder that a vacancy, or
vaeancies, in church officers has taken
place, for the chureh to proceed as
follows—quoting from the artiele men-
tioned above:

By Vote of the Church

“As in the selection of officers for the
ensuing year at the elose of the year,
the ehurch maintaing the authority to
choose the one who ia to fill the va-
eancy., DBy its vote it may request the

church hoard to aef as its represenfa-.

tive commities in nominating a person
for the office. . . . Upon the vole of
the ehurch adopting the report of the
chureh hoard, the newly elected officer
or officers enter upon their appeinted
geTviee.”

The church board as such has mno
more agthority fo appoinf this new
officer, or even to nominate the one fo
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fill & vacaney, withont the vote of the
church authorizing it to do so, than it
has to select and appoint the nominat-
ing committee to bring to the church
the names of the officers for the church
at the time they ave chosen at the cloge
of the year. Itis by vote of the chureh
that vaeancies are filled during the
year.

Mransferring and Withdrawing
the Hand of Fellowship
of Charch Members

The same principle would held goed
in reply to the first question. Receiv-
ing and transferring of chureh mem-
bership, alse the withdrawing ths hand
of fellowship, at omce pertain to the
most important questiohs that come to
the church for its esnsideration. This
being trwe, we may reasomably con-

Special Appointments
for January

Home Missionary Day,
January 6
Liberty Magazine Campaign,
January 6-27
Second Sabbath Missions
Offering, Jannary 13
Religious Liberty Day and
Oftering, January 27

clude that these questions should be
considered at a time when the largest
number of chureh members are present.
Usually the transfer of membership is
attended to at the regular Sabbath
gervice, The namss of those reguesting
letters to umite with anofher church,
algo the mames of those who desire to
unite with the church, are read by the
charch clerk at the request of the elder.
This report te the church is spoken of
ag the “first reading.” The report is
then laid over one week for final netion.
This gives the whole ehurch the eppor-
tunity to consider the names presented
for letters of transfer, or the names
of those who wish to unite with the
church, Should some guestion arige in
the mind of a member, or should some
known reason in his judgment lead him
to eonclude that further study should
be given the proposed action touching
any mname submitted, opportunity is
thus given for the member to confer
with the ehureh officers on the subjoct
during the week before final action is
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taken. Experience teaches the wisdom
in thus providing time for further con-
gideration. A change in the proposed
action is at times thus effected, with
results helpful to the best interests of
the church,

The dismissal of a ehurch member
should not be effected until the Sav-
igur's insfruetion in Mafthew 18 is
faithfully ecarried out. Imn the en-
deavor to win the offending one to
repentance, and fo renewed loyalty to
the sanctifying truths of the word, the
church is mg#de the last place of appeal
n the effort to save the straying one
before the hand of fellowship is finally
withdrawn, “Ye which are spiritual,
regtore such o one in the spirit of
meckness,” is the word given us.

T. E. B.

e ¥

Do Something

Ir the world seems cold to you,
Kindle fires to warm il

Lot their eomfore hide from you
Winters that deform It.

Hearts ag frozen as youl own
To that radiance gather;

You wilt goon forget to moan,
“Ah! the cheerless weather !

If the world's a “vale of tears,”
Smile till rainbows si)an it,

Breathe the Iove that life endears—
Clear from clouds to fan it

Of your gladness lend & gloam

nto souls that shiver

Show them how dark sorrow’s stream

Blends with hope’s bright river.

—=R8elected,
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God’s Program for H_is.Church

Suggestive Program for Sabbath
Service, January 6, 1940

OPENING Soxg: “Never Stand Still,”
No. 651 in “Christ in Song.”

ScoripruRE LessoN: Ephesians 4.

PRAYER.

Miss0WARY OFPERTNG. .

Song: The Watching Church,” No.
636,

Reapme: “The ITdeal Chureh,” by H. J,
Detwiler.

Sowg: “Baptize Us Anew,” No. 134,

Reaping: “The Chureh at Work,® by
J. W, MapNeil.

SynpostuM ;: Invitation by various band
leaders to “Come Thou With Us.”

CovENANTING FOR SERVICR: Signing the
Covenant Blanks.

Crosineg Song: “Faith of Owr
thers,” No., 678.

BEXEDICTION.
Notes to Leaders

The first Sabbath in the new year is
a good time, as the song suggests, to—
“(lome, let us ancw
Quyr journey pursue,
Toll vound with the yenr,
And never stand stlll
Tjll the Master appeat.”

It is a time to check up om the mis-
sionary otrganization of the echurch,
and make sure that all the missionary
officcrs clected for the year are fully
informed as to their duties, and thai
every membor of the ehurch is assigned
to a post of duty. We have there-
fore chosen as our theme “The Idoal
Church,” or, “God’s Program for His
Church,” and ave happy to pass on the
oxcellent articles from the pen of 2
unien president, & econference presi-
dent, and a union home missionary see-
retary. It is expected that the pastor
or church elder will use these articles
entire or in pari, 28 he may consider
most effective for the object in view,
accompanied by his own personal em-
phasis and appeal to the ehurch mem-
bers.

May we suggest that this is a very
appropriate time to call the band lead-

"a-

ers into concerted action. It wounld
be well for the leader of each topical
band—Lay Evangelism (which includes
lay preaehing and Bible fraining and
work), Literature, Doreas-Welfare,
Home-Foreign, ete.,, to give a brief
report of what the band has accom-
plished during the past year, and after
making cleay the purpose of the band,
and the need, as well as the joy which
has attended the work, to extend an
invitation to the entire church to join
the various bands at this time. It will
be worth while for the churech members
to know just who the leaders of the
various bands are, and to understand

" definitely the plan of wark for the

current year. Then pass out the cove-
nant blanks, whieh will be provided in
ample time for this serviee, with a
view to getiing every member of the
church enrolled for definite lines of
service, This is vitally essential if we
would reach the standard of the ideal
ghurch, It might be well fo place the
list of missgionary activities om the
blackboard, thus enabling the church
members t0 study the broad field of
personal service and to be better able
to decide where fo begin. May the
year 1940 mark a mighty advance in
the layman’s missionary movement
threughout this weary and bewildered
world.
GEN, CoxF, Homxr MIiss. DEPT.

The 1deal Church

BY H, J. DETWILER
Pregident, Columbie Unton Qonference

HE church is
“God's ap-
pointed agency

for the salvation of
man.”  Its mission
therefore iz to carry
the gospel to all the
inhabited parts of
earth. In every age
it has congisted of faithful men and
women animated with ome supreme
purpose—ito carry the glad tidings of
salvation “wherever man 13 found.”
It has been deseribed as a theater of
divine grace “in which He [CGod] de-
lights to reveal His power to transform
hearts.” The true chureh has always
earnestly striven to make God’s name
and truth a praise and an honor in the
earth.

How can these lofty ideals be best
attained? What are the leading char-
acteristics of such an organization of
Christian believers? Just as the char-
acter of an individual indicates what
sort of persom he is, so also the char-
acter of the church best reveals its
identity, its misgion and purpese in the
world. The Lord has definitely spoken
comcerning this matter, as the following
words clearly indicate: “The real char-
acter of the chureh is measnred, not by
the high profession she makes, not
by the names enrolled on her books,
but by what she is actually doing for
the Master, by the number of her per-
severing, faithful workers,”—“Gospel
Workers,” p. 200.

A Well-organized Army
The ideal church may be very fit-
tingly represented by & well-disciplined
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and well-organized army. As in the
army, so in the church, there is need of
leaders—genorals, eaptains, sergeants,
ete.; but most of the fighting iy done
by the men in the ranks. The officers
carry great responsibility, but the suc-
cess of every engagement with the en-
emy depends largely upon the fidelity
and faithfulness of every soldier in
the ranks.

The church of God is ealled upon to
conduet an aggressive warfare with the
powers of darkness, and in this engage-
ment God has appointed “to every man
his werk.,” “Every member should he
a channel through which He can com-
municate to the world the treasuves of
His grace, the unsearchable riches of
Christ,” This is the duty of every

" goldier in the army of the Lord. Of
primary importanee, then, is the organ-
ization of the c¢hureh for serviee.

Each One Assigned to a Post

of Duty

We have often read the statement,
“The best help that ministers can give
the members of our chumrches is not
sermonizing, but plamning work for
them. Give cach one something to do
for others. . . . Let ail be taught how
to work. Egpecially should those who
are newly come to the faith be edu-
eated to become laborers together with
God.*—*Testimonies,” Vol. VI, p. 49.

‘When an active missionary spirit
characterizes each individual member
of the church, then the world will be
led to know that we have a living
religion. In the organization of the
ideal church every memhber should be
agsigned his post of duty. Te should
be fully instructed and set to work
systematically and continuousty. A
thorough organization of all the work-
ing forces of the church is imperative.
How can this best he brought about?
The following counsel iz given:

“The formation of small companies
as a basig of Christian effort has been
presented to me by One who eannot err.
If there is a large number in the
chureh, let the members be formed
into small companies, to work not oniy
for the church members, but for un-

- importance.
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believerg. If in ome place there are
only two ot three who know the truth,
let them form.themselves into a band
of workers. Let them keop their bond
of union unbroken, pressing together
in love and unity, encouraging one an-
other to advanee, each gaining courage
and strength from the assistanee of the
others.”—Id., Vol. V11, pp. 21, 4.

Experience has taught us that where
this plan is followed, ne task is too
great, no requirement an impossibility,
regardiess of the magnitude of the
undertaking, In this way the talent
of every man and woman is utilized
for laboring in the fast-ripening har-
vest fleld,

A Dependable Church

Such a chureh will be like a beehive.
There will be no place for the sloth-
ful or the self-indulgent, no dromes.
The watchword of that church will he
“Forward,” Its vision will not be
local or provineial alome, but world
wide, A desire for the salvation of the
lost will be its prevailing passion, and
by it every denominational plan, inter-
est, and objective will be freely ae-
cepted and promoted in the order of ity
Such a chureh is ome that
ean always he depended upon.
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The ideal church will recognize as of
primary importance the need for the
education of ity children and youth,
and will fully provide for them. Imnits
plan, or organization, the youth have
an important and growing part, It
cares for ity aged, sick, and isolated
members, It provides for the regular
and systematie observance of all the
ordinances of the Lord’s homse. In
such a chureh, our offieial organ, the
Eeview and Herald, makes its weekly
vigit to the homes of the believers, and
the progress of the work in all the
world becomes a matter of common
knowledge and interest.

The atmosphere of the ideal church
is warm and glowing, not frigid and
depreasing. Its serviees are a delight,
and ity fellowship is heavenly. Its aims
are lofty and stimulating. In it the
spirit of self-saerifice and self-denial
prevails. Appeals for inereased gifts to
advance the work of God both at home
and abroad find a ready response, for
sueh a chureh is animated by a mis-
sionary spirit. The ideal church recog-
nizes the claim that Christ’s gervants
are to make use of every resource for
enlarging Hiz kingdom. Its highest
aim is to win sonls to Chrigt. Baid the

* prophet, “Mine house shall be ealled a

house of prayer for all people.” Isa.
56:7. In it the memhers “find their
happiness in the happiness of those
whom they help and bless. Wonderful
is the work which the Lord designs to
accomplish threugh His church, that
His name may be glorified.”—*Aets of
the dpostles,” pp. 12, 18.

¥ %
The Watching Church

Logp, her watch Thy church is keeping ;
‘When shall earth Thy rule cbey?

When shall end the night of weeping?
‘When shall break the promised day?

Nee the whit'ning harvest iangulsh,
Walting stil] the lab'rers’ toii;

‘Was it vain, Thy Son's deep anguish ?
Shall the strong retaln the spoil 7

Tidings, sent for ev'ry creature
Millions yet have never heard:
Can they hear without a preacher?
Lord Almighty, give the word ;

Give the word ; in ev'ry natlon
Let the gospel trumpet sound,
Witnegsing of Thy salvation
To the earth’s remotest bound.

—“Ohrist in Song,” No. 636.

of the Apostles,” p. 608

Divine

THE church is God’s agency [or the proclamation of truth, empowered by Him to do a special work; and if she is
loyal to Him, obedient to all His commandments, there will dwell within her the excellency of divine grace. If she will
be true to her allegiance, if she will honor the Lord God of lerael, there is no power thal can stand against her—"Acls

Promises to the Church
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The Church at Work
BY J. W. MACNEIL

Prestdent, Potomac Conference

Ix Ephesians the
fourth chapter and
the eleventh and
twelfth wverses, we
read, “And He gave
some, apostles; and
some, prophets; and
gome, evangolists;
and aome, pastors
and teachers; for the
porfecting of the
gaints, for the work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of Christ.”
The last verse, as rendered by differ-
ent Bible versions, takes on a broader
meaning than might at first appear.
In the American Revised Version, it
is stated that the gifts in the church
are “for the perfecting. of the saints,
undo the work of ministering;” and
the Twentieth Century New Testament
reads, “to fit His people for the work
of the ministry.” Another transtation
is even more explicit, reading, “for the
perfecting of the saints uniil they are
to do all kinds of ministry.” There is
an impression in the minds of many
people that ministers are chosen and
paid to do all ministry of the chureh,
and the business of the congregation is
to sit by and watch them work. But
that is not God’s plan. He does not
expect the pastor to do all the work of
the ehurch, but He has placed a variety
of gifts in the church in order to fit
His people to do “all kinds of min-
istry.”

When the chureh of God becomes
what God designed it should be—a
body of believers fitted for all kinds
of Christian ministry; and when each
member is perfected, ox instrueted in
the partiewlar ministry to which his
gift apples, and ig assigned his defi-
nite place in that ministry; and is not
only assigned to his place, but is ae-
tnally filling his place faithfully and
unceasingly; I believe that then a
power will be seen in the chureh such
as was witnessed on the day of Pente-
cost, and the loud ery of the third
angel’s message will encirvele the earth.

The accompanying diagram fur-
nishes a suggestive list of the various
missionary activities of the chureh.
There may be other activities which
should be added, but this is a brief
outline of the possibilities within the
chureh membership of this denomina-
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tion, First, under Christian help work,
we might refer to the ministry of visit-
ing the sick, the needy, the diseour-
aged, the inquiring, both outside and
ingide the ehurch. Im every ecommunity
there ave hosgpitals filled with people
who long for a friendly handelasp and
a cheering word, and in homes every-
where are to be found those who are
shut in becanse of sickness, aceident, or
misfortune, God expects the members
of the chureh to search out the sick and
the poor, to minister to them, and to
earry to them His message of love and
compassion and the promise of His
return to baunish sin and its blight upon
bhuman lives. There is something about
such ministry which has a refiex action
iz our own lives,

Visiting the Sick

One Friday evening, just as I had
settled down in my study to prepare
for the service on Sabbath merming,
the telephone rang, and a pleading
voice at the other end of the line said,
“Father is dying, Can you come right
away?” All else was forgottem, and I
hastened to the home, taking with me
one of our brethren, a trained nurse,
who was the superintendent of the Sab-
bath school. The brother entered
into this service rather reluctantly, as

5

he felt that his duties on the morrow
were all that he could care for. Butl
knew something of the conditions to he
met in the sickroom, and I alse lmew
that the experience would be of value
in eounteraeting a somewhat chronic
gpirit of ecriticism—of the preacher,
the leaders, and the church in general.
The daughter who had called me met
us at the door and explained the situ-
ation. The father was not a Christian,
and had ridiculed the faet that his
dawghter had united with the Seventh-
day Adventist chureh, It was net ex-
pected that the man would live through
the night, and the mother and daughter
were in groat distress. The danghter
said to us, “You know mother iz an
invalid. She wants to say good-by to
dad.” So we helped to get the invalid
mother into a wheel chair and took her
to the bedside of her dying husband.
T shall never forget the scene, as that
poor wife and mother bade farewell to
her husband, whom she never expected
to see again in this world or in the
world to come, Then we persuaded the
mother” and daughter to try to get a
few hours’ rest, assuring them that we
would do everything possible for the
sick man, and would notify them of
any change. '

Missionary Pillars of the Ideal Church

(Outline ag covered by Blder. J. W, MacNeil in “The Church at Work’’)

I

CHRISTIAN HELP-— (Embracing Doreas
Welfare Soclety, Misgionarvy Men's
Soclety, ete.)

1. Outside Visiting

a. Hospitals
b. Needy Poor

o. Slck .

d. Interested Inquirers
2. Inside Visiting

. Sick Members

b, Discouraged Members

¢. Absent Members
d. New Members

8. Training Classes
. Health Study Civeles
b. Home Nursing
¢, Cooking .
d. Sanitation and Hygiene

11

LITERATURE— (Embracing All Mission-
ary Periodicals, ete.)

Present Truth
Reading Racks
Magazines
Smail Books
Large Books
Tracts

[t ot ad

11
PER?OD;AL WORKERS—(Lay Hvangel-
|m

1. Lay Preachers
2. Lay Bible Workers

18%

CORRESPONDENCE WORKERS

1, Home Bble Study League
2, Encouragement, ete.

v
CHURCH LIBRARY
1. Denominatiemal Literature

5. Free Circuiating Library
3, Reading Course Sets

Vi
EDUCATION—(Maintaining the Church
School)
YII

PRAYER BANDS
1. “Win One” Endeavor
Vi
SABBATH SCHOOL
1. Gather in From Neighborhood
X
MISSIONARY VOLUNTLEERS
1, Conservation of Our Youth
X
HOME-FOREIGN RESPONSIBILITIAS
1. Foreign Language Literature

Distribution
2, Friendly Contaots




My friend the superintendent of the
Sabbath scheel, with a nurse’s intui-
tion, knew just what should be done,
and we both did eur best to make the
sick man eomfortable, praying car-
nestly all the time that, if it was God's
will, He wouid give the man one mere
chanee to accept of salvation.

About two o’cleck in the merning,
the nurse told me that the crisis was
approaching, and that within an hour
we weuld knew whether the patient
waa to live oy die. So we worked and
prayed. By five o’clock it was appar-
ent that a deeided ehange for the bet-
ter had taken place., 'The sick max re-
vived and began te talk. Seeing us at
his bedside, he called to mc, and said,
“Toun are the best doetor L have had.
What is yeur nams?” “No, I am unot
a doctor,” I replied. “Ts he the dee-
tor#” he said, pointing te the nurse.
“No, he 8 not a docter either.” “Well,
who are you?” “I am the preacher,”
I veplied. “Are you my daughter’s
preacher ¥’ “Yes, sir, L am.” 1 ghall
never ferget the look on that man’s
face, The 8pirit of the Lord was at
work on his heart, and soon he said,
“Well, I have known the truth for
twenty-five years, but mever obeyed!”
“Tt is not too late now, my brother,”
I replied. “But I weunld be a coward
if, after forsaking God all these yoars,
I should turn to serve Him now.”
“No; that would be the bravest and
noblest thing you ever did,” I said,
Then I sat dewn by his side and tried
to talk to him as I would to a young
child, urging him to yield and place
himself in the hands of God.

It was not long until he asked us to
pray for him, and the nurse, kneeling
by my side, united with me in an ear-
nest petition. At the close of the
prayer, he said to us, “I have decided
to give my heart to God, and now
I want you to offer another prayer.
I want you to pray that Ged will re-
gtore ms to health, even for just twe
or three weeks, se that I may demen-
strate to thoge I kmow that L have
given my heart to Ged” We prayed
as he reguested, and the eternal God
heard and granted thé request.

Just as we ended the prayer service,
the daughter came intc the reem, and
her first inquiry was, “Is father still
alive®  “Yes,” I said, “your father
is better. And I want to tell you that
something even more wonderful has
happened—your father has given his
heart to Ged.” At first she eould net
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believe what I said, but after I had
oxplained more fully, she rushed away
to tell her moether. “Take me to see
him quickiy!” exclaimed the mother,
That dear old invalid, whe had not
been able to walk for years, {ried to
get out of her chair to go to her hus-
band, But we wheeled the chair over
to the bedside, and she put her arms
around her hnsband’s neck. “Mother,”
he said, “I have given my heart to God.
I am geing to be with yeu in the king-
dom,” I never witnessed a scene so
beautiful. The joy which filled eur
hearts as we ministered for Christ in
the sickroom, and as we saw a sinner
saved by the grace of Ged, will never
be fergettem. The Lord restored the
man to health for a period of a few
woeks, during which he improved every
opportunity to witness for God, and
then he passed to his vest, in strong
asgsurance of meeting the Saviour on
the resurrection morning,

The Sabbath services were conducted
as usnal, only there seemed to be a
new meauing and a new joy to it all,
Everybody seemed to cooperate, and
everything went well. Near the close
cf the day, my friend, who had been
hesitant about visiting the sick man,
came to have a little talk with me, and
this ig what he said: “Not for many
years have I onjoyed a day with the
Lord as L have teday. I am go thank-
ful to yeu for insisting that L go with
you last night, Tt has put a new ex-
perience into my soul I have been
eritical and fanltfinding. But this
morning, when (tod came so near 0
us there in that
sickroom, every-
thing secmed to
change within me,
and what I had eon-
sidered wrong and
worthy of eritieism
appeared in a dif-
ferent light alto-
gether, T hope you
will give me the
opportunity to join
yoeu in such mis-
sionary work at any
time.”

Wherever there is
a dispositien on the
part of any in the
chureh to eriticize
and to feel that
everything is all
wrong, enlist them
in persemal serviee
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for souls, and the entire aspeet will
change. Visit the diseouraged mem-
bers, or the absent members. It is not
possible for the paster of a large
church te visit everybody who does net
eome to ehureh ag offen as might be
needed, but the ehureh members should
be depended on fo help in this kind of
ministry. Visit the new church mem-
bers and make them fecl happy to be-
long to such a church, Watch out for
these new members, and for strangers
when they come to the church service,
aund be friendly, Make them feel that
they arve in the best place on this earth,
and God will bless you in thiz simple
but far-reaching ministry,

Training Classes
Training classes for imsfruetion in
practical Christian help work, such as
the health study eirveles to prepare the
way for homemursing elasses, sanita-
tiom, hiygiene, and first aid, should he
set in operation in every church, Thers
should also be cooking elasses, Sev-
enth-day Adventists ought te be the
best cooks in the werld. We claim to
teach the world true health reform, and
we onght to be able to teach it infelli-
gently and efficiently,
Literature Work
The distribution of literature ig one
of the greatest privileges afforded this
denomination, and every member of
the ehureh should be fittod for thiy
ministry. In ome of our large city

churches 2 literature band was organ-
ized, and their objeetive was the plae-
ing of Present Truth in every home

ALL BE GREAT
LIGHTHOUSES
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in territory assigned to the individpal
members of the band. Omne of the sis-
ters in this band was very timid and
lacked the eonrage to begin, Bhe took
her assignment of papers home, and
resolved that she would distribute them
among her neighbors the next week.

Bet on Monday morning, when she had

planned to begin, she found so many
things at home that needed attention
that she did not get started. The same
thing occurred on Tnesday, and on
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday.
Bach night she resolved to go ount with
the papers the next morning, but the
end of the week came, and no attempt
had been made. With deep regret and
sorrow, she went to the band meeting
on Sabbath afternoon, and there lis-
tened to the reports rendered by those
who had been st work. BEaeh report
only made her more determined to do
her part next week., But she was very
timid, and it seemed that every time
she planned to go, something ocenrred
which eaused her te change her plans,
Another week passed by, and she at-
tended another band meeting, which
led her to the same resolution. Friday
of the third week arrived, and still no
beginning had bsen made. “How can
I go to another band meeting and tell
the leader that I have not done any-
thing?” she said, *“I reslly must do
something today.” So, with much fear
and tremhling, but with a prayerful
determination, she took a bundle of
Present Truth and started out.

The first house she came to was ome
of those awe-inspiring city homes, and
ag she stood before it there flashed
through her mind the enemy’s sugges-
tion—*They won’t read this little pa-
per!” and she passed on, hoping that
the next place would be more promis-
ing. But once she had yielded to the
snggestion of doubt, the little imp of
fear and disconragement kept close by
her side, and during the entire after-
noon she passed one house after an-
other without making the approach,
Darkness was drawing on, and it was
time to return home. In desperation

The Church Officers’ Gazette

she stepped over to the enrb and placed
a copy of Present Truth on the front
seat of a parked car, and then hastened
away with a sense of satisfaction that
at least something had been done.

The owner of the car found the
paper on the seat, slipped it into his
poeket, and drove home., While wait-
ing for his wife to call him to din-
ner, he took the paper from his pocket
and began to read the publication
which was headed the Present Truth.
The man was a Roman Catholie, and
it scemed that thig partieular issue
of Present Truth dealt with that
fundamental docirine, “The Seal of
God and the Mark of the Beast.”
Naturally we would not choose such
strong meat for the introduction of
the third angel’s message, but God’s
Spirit accompanies the printed page
and often overrales what might be
conagidered unfavorable cirermstances.
Being a man of keen mind, he guickly
read the litile paper, and the signifi-
cance of its message gripped his heart.
Calling out to his wife, he said, “Wife,
do yor know that we are wrong in
our religiont” “You come on to din-
ner, and forget about religion,” was
the reply. But during the dinner
hour he told her of the little paper
and its message. They then read the
paper together, and both were con-
vinced that the seventh day is God’s
seal. They wanted to be true to God,
and, even though they belonged to the
Catholic Church, they decided that
henceforth they wounld observe the
true Sabbath.

Then he started out to find a chureh
where worship was conducted on
Saterday. He asked a policeman if
he knew of any such chureh, and the
policeman said, “Yes, you will find it
in the middle of the next bloek.”
Wher he reached the spot, he found
himself in a Jewish synagogue, But
e knew that was not the place for
him, and after many Inquiries and
much searching, ho finally located the
Seventh-day Adventist church, to
which the timid sister belonged, and
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finding the door open, even though it
was Saturday aftermoon, he entered.
The literature hand was holding its
weekly meeting, and the stranger lis-
tened to the reports amd the plams.
It would have scemed very strangs to
him, except that they weve talking
about Present Truth, and abont eirou-
lating the paper throughout the oity,
and he knew that in some such way
the paper had come into his hands.
When the migsionary colleetion was
taken up in the meeting, the stranger
dropped in his cheek for forty dol-
lars. Perhaps you can imagine the
effect of such a donation from an un-
expected source. The check bore the
name and address of the giver, and
the pastor of the church made con-
nections which led to further litera-
ture and Biblo studies, and soom the
man and his wife united with the
Seventh-day Adventist chureh.
Having been won to the trnth
throngh the literaturs mimnistry, per-
formed by one of the weakest and
most timid, and yet most sincers,
“gaints” in the church, this man and
his wife desired to joim the literature
forces. He was 2 man of means, and
conducted a large business. He or-
dered hundreds of copies of Present
Truih and kept several stenographers
busy addressing wrappers and mail-
ing the papevs, securing names and
addresses from the city directory.
That is just one illustration of the
effeets of missionary endeavor with
our publications, Whether or not that
timid sigter who placed the ome paper
in an auwtomohile that Friday after-
noon ever knew what it accomplished,
we do not know., But God knew the
struggle going on in her heart, He
knew her longing desire to do her part,
and He led her to place the paper
where it would reach a soul waiting
for the light, and from the passing
out of that ome paper, thousands of
pages of literature have been seat-
tered and are still being scattered.
To every timid soul, we would say,
Persevere in your resolve; make a be-

A Sacred Charge to the Church

Crrast has given to the church a sacred charge. Fvery member should be a channel through which God can com-
municate to the world the treasures of IHis grace, the unsearchable riches of Christ.
desires so much as agents who will represent to the world His Spirit and His character. There is nothing that the world
needs so much as the manifestation through humanity of the Saviour’s love. All heaven is waiting for men and women
through whom God can reveal the power of Christianity.—"Acts of the Apostles,” p. 600.

There 15 nothing thai the Saviour
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ginning, if it is only one single paper
given away after days and weeks of
faihire. God will give you the vie-
tory, and He will care for the harvest
from the seed of truth scattored
broadeast at the hand of Iis chil-
dren.
The Book That Preached

While I was conducting a series of
nmectings in the Middle West, a very
interesting experience came to light.
One ¢f the gisters in the church invited
a neighhor woman to attend the meot-
ings, whose regular attendamce and
appaveut interest were uite marked,
One ovening, at the close of tlie serv-
ice, the woman said to me, “I have
enjoyed your meetings very much, but
1 am sorry to say I canmot come any
more.” I asked if she expected to
loave the city, to which she replied
that she was not going away, but that
her hushand requested that she stay
away from the meetings. She said,
“My husband does not want me to
come, He is a very fine man, but is
not interested in religion; and he tells
me that if T will not stay home with
him fie will join a elub and spend his
evenings there; so T feel that T have a
duty at home” T assured her of my
regret that shs found it impossible to
continue attending the sevviecs, and
promised that we would pray for her
hughand as she had requested. It
seemed there was nothing more to do
for the present. However, to my sur-
prise, the woman attended the seivice
the mnext night, and the foliowing
night; and then later she came again.
When T ingunired how she had solved
her prohlem, she told me the story as
follows:

“When my hushand requested me
to stay home with him instead of
going to the meeting, I promised I
would de so0, but said that I wanted
to go just once more, as the subject
to be presented that evening was of
special interest. He readily consented.
(T later learned that he was uneasy
and lonely, and during the evening
he went to the bookease to find some
book to read. His eye lighted on
a volume entitled “Bible Readings”
which had been in the library for
years, but had never been read. On
opening it he found a picture of the
image of Danisl 2. I had tried to
tell my hushand about the image and
the heasts of prophecy, which had
been explained in the meetings, but
I could not give a very clear deserip-
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tion. But what I had told him caused
him to decide to investigate. He be-
came very much inferested in read-
ing the book, but he did not want me
to know about it; so when he heard
me opening the door he quickly re-
placed the book on the shelf and
closed ths bookeage.)

“The next night T was surprised to
have my husband say,.‘Ave you going
to church tonight? X veplied that I
planned to stay with him, as I had
promised. But he said, ‘O, 'go if you
hke. I was only joking about your
staying with me, What is the preacher
going to say tonight? I‘told him
what had been announced, and he said,
‘You mean those four beastad I re-
plied that that was what I supposed
would be explained, and them, to my
dtemay, he started in to tell me all
about them. ‘Where did you learn all
that? I asked, to which he replied,
with a twinkle in his eye, ‘O, I know
more than most of those preachers!’
T had no idea that my husband had
ever heen a Bible student, and I
thought it was marvelous that e
could talk so intelligently about the
prophecy of Daniel.

“The following night my hushand
seemed anxious that T go to the meet-
ing. He assured me that he did mot
mind at all if T went, as there was
something he wanted to do that eve-
ning. I afterward learned that as
goon as I was out of sight, he got out
the book and began to read in real
earnest. When I returmed home, he
took delight in telling me more about
the subject than I had learncd from
the sermon.”

So matters went on for a time, and
the poor wife heeame more and more

bewildered by her hushand’s wonder- -

ful knowledge of the Bible. Ome gve-
ning she came to me and said shs
wished I could meet her husband and
talk with him, as it seemed that he
knew all about the things I had been
preaching. I went to visit the man,
and I had not talked to him long be-
fore he gave me a real canvass for
the book “Bible Readings for the
Home Cirele,” He assured me that
every preacher in the world ought to
have that book, and said he would
like to get three coples for his
frionds. I told him that T eould get
the books for him in ahout two hours,
and would he very glad to do so. He
looked at me in surprise, and said,
“You don’t mean to say that you rep-
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resent the people who put out that
book%” “Yes, that is a Seventh-day
Adventist book,” I replied. “And I
can got as many copies as you want.”
He ordered three copies, and from
that time on he never missed one of
the meetings. Latfer it was my privi-
legs to baptize this man and his wife.
They lLiad two Iittle boys, and today
one of those boys is an ovdained min-
ister in the cause of God, and the
other is studying to be a doctor, The
entive family are rejoicing in the
truth today as the result of someone’s
having placed one of our subseription
books in that home. Let us eirculate
our large books and small books,
magazines, and missionary perisdicals,

and keep the rcading racks well filled,

Every church should have a well-
stocked library of Seventh-day Ad-
ventist literature, so that all the church
members can have aceess to it. In
addition to this there should be the
Free Cireulating Library, which pro-
vides for systematic lending of the
small books to the publie, to be fol-
lowed up in a few weeks’ time by
Bible studies and cottage meetings.
Space dees not permit referring at
length to the other phases of the
missionary program of the ideal
church, including the prayer hands,
home-foreign bands, the great field of
endeavor covered by the lay preachers
and lay Bible workers, the responsi-
Lilities of the ehurch to safeguard and
oducate the youth ag Misgionary Vol-
unteers, to uphold the prineiples of
Christian edueation in chureh school,
academy, and college, and to make the
Sabbath school, with ite braneh mis-
sion Sabbath and SBunday schools, the
means of hroad sonl-winning endeavor.
But we should keep God’s program for
the ideal church ever im view, and m-
dividualty yield our lives for the work
of “perfecting of the saints” to the
doing of “all kinds of ministry”

w

“ALL heaven is looking with intense
interest upon the chureh, to see what
her individual members are doing to
enlighten those who are in darkness.”

“Heavenly sdAngels have long been
waiting for human agents—the mem-
bers of the church—to cooperate with
them in the great work to he dome.
They are waiting for youw ' —*Chris-
tian Service,” p. 89.
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Departmental Activities

Two Hours a Week for Christ

BY D. E. REINER

HAVE you ever
heard of “next-
year Christians”?
They have a vi-
sion of an en-
coming pentecost,
a wonderful re-
vival, a period of
great soul win-
ning. To them
this time is “just around the corner,”
but it never materializes in actual ex-
perience. They are interested in God’s
work, they talk of doing great things
very seon; but the propitious moment
for action never seems to eome. Such
persons  are ‘mext-year Christians.”
Unless they change their ways and
begin to work right now, they will
mogt eéertainly suffer great disappoint-
ment.

This elass of members in the ehurel
has been elearly pointed out by the
messenger of the Lord: “I was shown
God’s people waiting for some change

to take place,—a compelling power

to take hold of them., But they will
bo disappointed, for they are wrong.
They must aet; they must take hold
of the work themsclves, and earnestly
ery to God for a true knowledge of
themselves,”—*“Testimonies,” Vol. I,
p. g61.

If we are to be counted worthy of
the “weoll done,” something must be
done, and a beginning mugt be made.
We must learn to organize omr time,
systematize our work, and begin to
do the things about which we have
been dreaming and praying. As an
aid to this end, the plan of dedicating
twoe hours a week for prayor, Bible
gtudy, and sonl-winning work has been
found helpful. Many . clhuoreh  mem-
bers are settling down to earry omt
this plan conscientiously, determined
not to allow anything or anybody to
interfere. God is blessing in this trans-
formation from ‘mext-year Chris-
tians” to “everyday working Chris-
tiang,” and zeal and power in the
individwal life and in the chureh is
apparent,

A few suggestions as to how thege
“two hours a week for Christ” may

be utilized to the greatest advantage,
are presented for econsideration, as
follows:

1. Meditation. Ask yourself ques-
tions which stimulate elear thinking,
such as, “If T keep on going the way
I am now, and the way I have gone
for the past year, past month, past
week, and make ne change in iy life
tomorrow, next week, next month,
next year, will I ever hear the ‘well
done’ spoken to me?’ Or “If others
had done ne more for me than I am
doing for cthers, would I ever have
aceepted Christ ag my Saviour?” And
“Tf Jegus had been as casily discour-
aged in working for me as I have
been in working for others, would I
ever be in heaven?”’ Seek an answer
1o such questions by earnest prayer
and serious meditation. Then follow
the way pointed out to you by the
Spirit of the Lord, and de i now.

2. Studying end Reading. Study
the Bible and other inspiring hooks
on sgoul winning to eateh a new vision,
diseover new metheds of wozrk, and
find ount what i meant to the great
soul winners of other days to be en-
gaged in such a grand work, In that
way you will beeome zequainted with
the problems involved, the sacrifices
necessary, and the obstacles which are
constantly thrown in the way of a
soul winner. Pray about these, and
then press on in your work.

3. Visiting., (all on some discounr-
aged sonl, an invalid or a sick person
in the hospital or in the home; visit
members of the chureh who do not
come to the Sabbath school or church
services, and let them know that you
are inferested in them and willing to
help them. Btudy the Bible and pray
with these.

4. Letter Writing. Write a letter
to some discouraged believer or back-
slidden Adventist, some near relative
who is not saved, or someone else
who is not in fhe faith, but who may
be studying our literature and may he
willing to aceept more light. Fill these
letfers with a warm message which
breathes light, life, and love for the
lost soul. Assure the ome addressed
that his name is gver before you and
that you are earnestly praying for him.
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5. Circulate Literature. Spend part
of this saered time on the streets of
the cities, or om the country roads.
Cireulate our traets, our magazines,
and our books. Select a block of terri-
tory and make yourself responsible
for placing the printed page of truth
in every home. Go over this distriet
again and again. Get aequainted with
the people and ask God to give you
a burden for these souls whe weuld
be happy to learn of the truth which
someone so willingly brought te you.
If possible, sell some of our magazines
and small books, or follow the I'ree
Circulating Library plan. Use every
means for getfing our literature inte
the homes of the people.

6, Conduet Cottage Meetings, or
DBranch Sebbath Schools. Gather the
negleeted children and youth of the
world mte a home, or a suitable hall
or building and conduct a branch
Sabbath sehool or Sunday school
Gather names of interested people in
your town or community whe wouhd
be glad to attend cottage meetings,
and, in a public way, bring fo them
this wondevful truth. Join some ae-
tive ehurch program and help in every
way to build up the work of yomr
church and encourage dthers who are
interested im this soul-winning work.

Bueh a plan if adopted and earn-
estly followed by every Christian
would mean a new day in their expo-
rienee, and most surely would resutt
in a rieh harvest of souls everywhere,
It has been gratifying to find a hearty
response to this “two-hour-a-week”
plan, as it has been presented at
church institutes.

Oh, how mueh we need the old-time
revival of prayer, study, and soul win-
ning! How much we need to have
restored in our hearts today that old-
time spirit which possessed our pio-
neers. We are now many in nomber
and are seattered over the face of the
earth; we are in touch with millions
who are in davkness and aze wist-
fully looking toward heaven waiting
for the light. Shall we not pray for
snch a revival, and pray for a willing-
ness to enter into a plan which will
make it posgible for the Lord to give
us this revival now? The results will
be twofeld—souls won for Christ, and
a new depth of Christian experience.

“The spirit of unselfish lahor for
others gives depth, stability, and
Christlike loveliness to the character,
and -brings peace and happiness to
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its possessor. The aspirations are ele-
vated. There ig no room for gloth or
selfishness. Those who thus exereise
the Christian graces will grow and
will become strong to work for God.
They will have eclear spiritual pereep-
tions, a steady, growing faith, and an
inereased power in prayer. The Spirié
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of God, moving upon their gpirit, calls
forth the sacred harmonies of the
soul, in answer to the divine toueh,
Those who thus devots themselves to
unseHish effort for the good of others,
are most surely working out their own
salvation.——“Steps to Christ,” pp.
84, 85,

Missionary

i it menife

Leadership

Relationship of the Church
Elder to the Missionary
Program of the Church

THE suceess of the missionary work
of the chureh to a large degree de-
pends upon the leadership of the mis-
sionary officers. It rarely ever is the
experience that the church member-
ghip will go beyond its leadership.
And ginee the elder is directly or in-
directly responsible for all the aetiv-
ities of the chureh, we can see at once
that & great respomsibility rests upon
the ome chosen to lead the church in
its missionary work. In meat of our
churches the elder is also the mission-
ary leader, and it is therefore im-
portant that the one chosen he a
man of wide vision, with ability to
organize and conduet the missionary
program of the church.

Shortly after being elected to the
position of chureh elder and wmission-
ary leader, he should eall his mis-
slonary committee together to give
study to the needs of the field; atten-
tiom should also he given to the terri-
tory to be covered in the missionary
program during the year, the interest
already manifest, plans for increasing
the missionary spirit, and how to se-
cuye a large harvest of souls. Too
often our missionary activities con-
sist only in ereating interest, and give
but litile thought to the guestion of
bringing people te a deeision, This
phase of the work should be very
carefully studied at the beginning of
the year. The elder should then or-
ganize his church so that every mem-
ber will be assigned some part in the
missionary activities, Bands should
be formed, and every member should
belong to some band. Even those who
seem lukewarm and indifferont should
not be passed by. They should he
helped to gain a new experience, nnd
be placed in some band for service.

At this first meeting of the elder with
his missionary eemmittee, definite
plans, covering every phase of the
missionary work during the year,
should be comsidered.

It i very important that a bal-
aneed missionary program be under-
taken. Soms members should be
trainegd in the art of giving Bible
studies. They should be placed in a
band with a leader who will work out
minnte details for every member of
the band. Others may be placed in
the literature band, and still others
should be eneouraged to join the Dox-
cas Society and give attention to wel-
fars work in the elurch as well as in
the community. The men should be
organized into a Socciety of Mission-
ary Men. If the church is small, it
may be desirable for the elder him-
self to be the leader of the Soclety
of Missionary Men. While he can-
not be expected to carry the respon-
sibility for all of these bands, yet he
is responsible for the organization of
oll of them; and after tlley nre or-
ganized he sheuld keep in close touch
with their work through meetings
with the band leaders.

The echurch elder should meet his
missionary committee at least once &
month, and call on the leaders of the
different groups to render a report of
the work being done and also to pre-
semt speelal needs and problems which
reguire counsel. All plang for wis-
sionary work by the church should
first be presented to the missionary
committes for final study and action;
then the gemeral policy for misgion-
ary work should be presented to the
chureh, and the members shouwld be
given an opportunity to ask questions.
A elear explanation of the program
should be mads, so that every member
may enter into the work intelligently.
If this plan is followed, the leader
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can expeet full eooperation from his
chureh. If the missionary commit-
tee does not see light in some feature
of his proposed plan, it is best that he
study the plan carefully with them
and go only so far as he ean carry
his ecommittee with him,

After a good missionary program
has been launched, the leader should
seo that it is carried through to sue-
eess, This is whers leadership and
encouragemsnt by the chureh elder aro
espeeially necded. He should plan to
meet with the different bands ocea-
sionally, and if he' discovers weak
points anywhere along the missionary
line, he should give eareful study to
that partieular braneh of the mission-
ary program and suggest ways by
which the work can be stremgthened.

The primary qualifieation for a
church elder is a thorough Christian
experience and a deep luterest in the
galvation of souls, He should have
good organizing ability and be able
to adapt himself to the needs of the
work, He should cultivate frieandli-
ness and avoid special favorites, As
leader of the flock, he should take
the lead in personal migsionary work,
and from personal experience be able
to give counsel to any that may he
discouraged. Espeecially is there need
of eneouragement in eases in which
a member started out with great en-
thugiasm, but when he cncountered
obstacles became discouraged and in-
clined to give up and drop out of
the ranks of missionary workers.

The importance of enlisting every
member in some line of missionary
gorvice eannot be overemphasized.
We read in the instruetion which the
Lord has given us, “All who are or-
dained unte the life of Christ are
ordained to work for the salvation of
their fellow men. . .. Not all can fill
the same place in the work, but there
is a place and a work for all.”—
“Christ’s Object Lessons,” p, 301.

A true leader will recognize every
need in his church, and make provi-
sion fo train his wmembers to meet the
needs. This may appear to be a
heavy program, and such it is; but
the elder may claim the prewnises of
the Loxd, for we are told, “God makes
no requirement without making pro-
vision for its fulfillment., Through
the grace of Christ we may accom-
plish everything that God requires.”
—JIbid, J. J. Reiswig,

President, Montana Conferenoce.
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An Inspiring Missionary
Service

Tur Ephesus chureh (colored) of
Washington, D.C,, is a very active mis-
sionary church, The monthly mission-
ary service, held on the first Sabbath
of the month, is made most interesting
and inspiring, and the result is a
deeply rooted missionary spirit n the
church membership, and the winning
of many souls to the truth,

The church missionary secretary,
Jennette Anderson, furnighes a report
of one of the first Sabbath missionary
services, which indicates that the miis-
sionary program is well planned for
and wigely inchndes a number of the
ehurch members. The report follows,

“The Ephesus church is endeavoring
te win one hundred souls through lay-
man’s endeavor in giving one hundred
Bible readingy each week, and this was
the theme of the monthly program
which was presented the fivst Sab-
bath of the month., A number of illus-
trated talks were given, Mrs, Anita
Simms used blackboard illushrations
in connection with her talk on the
subject of ‘Win One.’ This feature
was followed by a presentation, ‘The
Watchman’s Responsibility, by a
brother. Ag the pastor of the church
sounded bugle calls, four young men
responded by giving quotations from
the Spirit of prophecy on the litera-
ture ministry. Dr. BEva B. Dykeg used
fitting illustrations for her stirring
talk on ‘Win Your Neighber, by pre-
senting a church building from which
rays of light extended inte the dark-
ened community, the darkness grad-
ually dimimishing through the sys-
tematic distribution ef literature.

“A solo was vendered by the pastor,
entitled, “I'he Message Is Going, and
the junior jubilee band sang ‘Seatter
Pages of Truth.’

“The report of the missionary ae-
tivities of the church for the month
which was read, contained the follow-
ing figures: 146 Bible readings given
—an average of about five Bible read-
ings each day of the month; 160 per-
gong reecived needed help; €80 spent
in welfare work; 253 missionary visits
reported; 148 articleg of clothing dis-
tributed; 33 treatments given; 160
hours of Christian help work reported;
63 food haskets and bouquets distrib-
uted; 664 pieces of literature given
away.”

Ags a result of the Bible training
classwork econdueted in this ehurch
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When the Steering Wheel Is Qut
of Contrel, Disaster Follows

N P ol P ol T g ol gl el ol P

every week during the year, fifty of
the church members are engaged in
giving Bible studies in the homes of
interested people, and eight souls have
been won to the truth and have united
with the ehurch as the result of lay
evangelism efforts.

‘Wherever the missionary meetings
are given prayerful attention, and due
effort is made to make them truly in-
teresting and inspirational, the mis-
sionary service rendeved by the church
inereases in volume and results. Heavy
responsibility resis upon the mission-
ary leader and seeretary, in coopera-
tion with the pastor, in making the
firat Sabbath missiomary service and
the weekly missionary service what
they are designed to be-—veminders of
the privilege and the joy of being
‘workers together with God” for the
salvation of souls, the ehannel for
conveying encouraging roports of what
is being done, and the bugle call to
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rally to the support of current mis-
sionary endeavor.

3 w
The Fifth Wheel

Eiper H, W. CoTTRELL, a veteran
leader in God’s cause, compares the
missionary meeting which eomes be-
tween the Sabbath school and the
church serviee, with the fifth wheel
of a wvehicle. For example, the fifth
wheel of the autemobile is the steering
wheel—the guiding part of the car.

The weekly (fifteen-minute) mis-
sionary meeting iz the steering wheel
of chureh missionary activity. It is
necesgary in order to keep the good
work moving along in the right direc-
tion. In a gense it i the spearhead of
our missionary endeavor. When we get
into an automobile we want a good
driver at the wheel, one who has a clear
vision of where he is going, and a
steady hand. And he should be wide
awake all the while and should under-
stand the purpose of each part of the
operating maehinery. The game quali-
fieations are needed for the church mis-
sionary leader im every church,
Throughout the werld fleld we find
this kind of missionary leadership
guiding in every phase of the work,
and steady advancement is being made
in the proclamation of truth.

W. A. BUTLER.

News From

Soul Winners

The Urge to “Go and Teach’—
‘What can eompare with the zeal of the
rew believer who hears this blessed
truth for the first time and aeccepts it!
Among those who attended a series
of evangelistic moetings for the Eng-
lish-speaking population of Bangalore,
India, was & woman hungering for
truth. She accepted the third angel's
message wholéheartedly and wunited
with the ehuvch, Her heart was filled
with a burning desire to tell others
of her new-found faith, and she began
with her nearest neighbors—a very in-
fluential family, consisting of father,
mother, and four childven. At first,
the parents took no interest in the new
religion, but their oldest son, being at
home during vacation, listened eagerly,
and began to atiend the lectures by
the evangelist,. Within a few weeks’
time, he requested haptism. Then he

decided to enter omr missionary col-
lege. Still the parents paid no atten-
tion 1o the preaching of the message,
but the decision of their son natu-
rally caused them some comeern. Fin-
ally the son persuaded his faiber
to permit him to bring the evangelist
to visit him. The request was granted,
and friendship was established. Soom
the parents were eagerly studying the
Bible, and as a result they accepted
every point of truth, They became ear-
nest and loyal Seventh-day Adventisis,
Then the father could net rest uniil
he visited his second son, who held a
good position with the government,
and explained to him the truth of God.
At the father’s earnest appeal, the
son was led o acecept the truth, and
he resigned his position and entered
our college to prepare for the Lord’s
work. The parents worked zealousiy
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for the two younger children and
placed them in our sehool. The entire
family is now within the fold of
Christ and is working day and night to
bring others in, The father conduets
Bihle readings in homes, and every
day he may be seen going from home
to home distributing literature. This
was all brought about through the
efforty of one faithful sister, who felt
the urge to go and teach.
Mes. A. E. Rawsox.
Bangalore, India. '

The 8pirit of God Impresses
Hearts—Flder I. C. Pound, president
of the Arkansas-Lounisiana Confer-
ence, refers to a remarkable sxperience
in connsckion with a series of evan-
gelistic mestings, We quote as fol-
lows: “The Iafter part of August
(1839) we closed a vory profitable
effort which was held in the beautiful
little park near the center of a emall
city in Arkansas. The Spirit of the
Lord came especially near in our last
meeting, and many hearts were
touched. Quite early the following
morning we went over fo romove the
piano, seats, ete. As I parked my
car, 4 man came up to me, and this
is what he said: ‘Preacher, I gave my
heart to God this morning as I was
out in my pasture to drive up the
cows, Ag plainly as though a voice
spoke to me, I was bidden fo go lo
you at onee and was told thai you
would show me what I cught to do. I
have hurried from my home, six miles
away, to see you, for I was impressed
that unless I came quiekly you would
be gone. I am sure Glod led me here.
Now what shali I do¥’

“Except for a delay that had thrust
itself upon me, I would have been gone
by the time the man appeared. I was
a bit wary at first, thinking that the
man might be under some strange ex-
citement. But aftor guestioning him
closoly, T came to helieve that his
experienco was genuine, He had at-
tended the last half of my meetings,
but I had not made his acquaintance.
Upon later inquiry I found that the
man and his family bear a good repu-
tation,

“I told the man as hest I could the
things T felt he needed to do. Seeing
he wused tobacco, I suggested there
were certain habits the Loré would
have him put away. To this he re-
plied, ‘On my way down here this
morning the Lord showed me that I
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should stop using tobaceo, so I am
giving that up. We arranged for this
man to attend the Bible class which
was to moet three times a week for
gome time to prepare new helievers for
baptism, 1 believe that this man and
other members of his family will unite
with the church in a short time. Never
have I seen the powoer of God so mani-
fest in conneefion with the preaching
of the message as now. It gives us
courage to press om to larger under-
takings.”

A Nurse and the “Signs of the
Times.’-—~A  Beventh-day Adventist
nurse, while on duty in a hospital,
came in econtact with a family who
gave evidence of seeking for truth.
Personal interviews and brief Bible
studies weve followed by a subseription
to the Signs. Every issme of this won.
derful paper was eagerly read by mem-
bers of the family, and in a very short
time they attended Sabbath school and
church services and are now preparing
for bapiism.

Cottage Mecdings Produce ¢ Har-
vest.—A brother and his wife in ‘one
of the Celoradoe churches engaged in
eonducting cottage meetings and Bible
roadings cach night of the week. After
following this program for several
months, ten persons were added to the
chureh, .

Harvest Ingaihering Singing Band
Wins a Family.—While singing the
gospel mongs on a city stroet, some
band members were requested to visit
a man’s home. The request was com-

plied with, and this led to an opening
for Bible studies with a very fine fam-

INFLUENTIAL FAMILY IN INDIA
Won to the Truth Through the Efforts of
a Zeslaus Lay Member. The “Lay Mem-
ber” Ie Designated by an X
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ily. The studies were conducted for a
number of weeks, and as a result,
father, mother, daughier, and a niece
began keeping the Babbath and were
later baptized.

Literature Digtribution Opens a
Wide Ficld.—A sister who is wmablo
to make personal visits sends literature
throngh the mail to hundreds of ad-
dresses. One day a ropresentative
from a boys’ home knocked at her door
and asked if she eould supply Christian
literature for ten of the boys. Ile Te-
turned with an armful of truth-filled
literature. This sister sends papers,
tracts, and books to shui-ins; hospitals,
minigters of all denominationsy, captaing
of shipy, ebe. Hardly a day passcs that
does not bring requests for more read-
ing mafter, This sister is working in
harmony with the instruetion to “let
the leaflets and tracts, the papers and
books, go in every direction.”— “Chris-
tian Serviee,” p. 151. “Owr publica-
tions are now sowing the gospel seed,
and are instrumental in bringing as
many soulg to Christ as the preached
word. Whols churches have heen
raised up as the resnlt of their cirenla-
tion. In this work every disciple of
Christ can act a part.”—Id., p. 146,

¥

Ted, the Indian Lad

IN Western Peru, on the banks of
the Perene River, there is a Seventh-
day Adventist church composed of
Indian believers, many of whoem are
ex-slaves. In former days, not far
distant, slave dealers swept through
the country in search of children and
youth, whom they kidnaped and sold
to owners of plantations, to be kept ar
slaves. Often the parents were killed
by the invaders, in order to maks it
easler to earry away the children. Ted
wag one of these unfortunate children.
He was a very small boy when the
slave traders came to his village, and
he does not remember his parents, or
in what part of the jungle they were
lving when the terrible geparatien
oceurred. He worked hard on the
plantation, and was faithful to his
master, but there was a consiant urge
within him for better things, and he
was always on the wateh for an op-
portunity to escape. He knew nothing
of Jesus, or the message of salvation,
but our heavenly Father watched over
him and chose him as one who eould
be trusted with the gospel and who
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would let the light shine among his
own poople.

One day Ted managed to get away
from the plantation. He hid in the
deep jungle, not knowing what was to
become of him. But here he was dis-
covered by an Indian passing along
the trail, and this Indian was a Chris-
tian and a member of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church, He befriended the
lad, and fook him to the mission sta-
tion some distance away, assuring him
that he would not be harmed, but
would be protecied if any attempt
were made to ecarry him back into
slavery. Today Ted is making won-
derful progress in the mission school.
He is a good worker, and a frue
Christian, doing 2]l he can in his
present surroundings io wiiness for
Christ; and scon he will be prepared
to leave the school and go as a mission-
ary to the country from which he was
so cruelly taken, to tell his people the
glad news of the soon-coming Saviour,

¥ oue
A Lay Preacher in Mexico City

A LAY preacher who earns his live-
lihood as a tiraveling salesman for
toilet articles visited a barbershop,
where his atiention was attracted to a
Seripture motto hanging on the wall.
Inasmuch as this was something very
unusual ‘in a country in which nearly
everyone is Catholic, he asked the
propriefor if he could read the Bible.
The proprietor answered that he eould,
and gald that for some time he and a
number of his friends had been con-
dueting religlous meetings in the rear
of his shop, and exfended an invitation
to the salesman to be present that
night. Our brother gladly accepted
the invitetion and diseoversd that
these meetings were being eondueted
by a man who repregented himself as
one of Jehovah’s Witnesses.

At the closs of the meeting, our
brother very tactfully asked if he
might be permitted to say a fow
words, inasmueh as he had information
from the Bible which would add light
to the study of the evening. He was

readily granted this privilege, and he

a0 ably handled the subject that he was
agsked to be present the next evening.
It was not long until this young man
had ercated sueh a deep interest in
the truth among the people of that
village that they insisted that he take
charge of the meetings. He did so,
(Continued on page 14)
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Weekly Church Missionary Services

January 6-——The Urgency of God's
Work

TrxT: “I must work the works of
Him that sent Me, while it is day.”
John 9:4.

These words express the urge, the
compelling motive which dominated
the Saviour’s life on earth. The Fa-
ther had ecommitted to Him a work
to be accomplished before the coming
of the night.“when no man ean work.”
When . Jesus had “finished the work”
which the Father gave Him to do, He
committed the continuation of that
work to His diseiples. When He ap-
peared to the diseiples after the resur-
rection, He said, “As My Father lath
sent Me, even so send I youw” John
20:21. And the same urgency o com-
plete our work before the night com-
oth should take possession of our lives.

To every man has been given a
definite work. We have the example
set before us in the Saviour’s life.
His strenuous days of labor were fol-
lowed by entive nights spent in prayer.
We have a great work to do, and the
night of eternal doom is rapidly draw-
ing on. We have not a moment fo
lose,

As we begin a new year of servies,
Christ, the untiring worker, invites
us to enter into glorigus parimership
with Him, In distributing literaturs,
in giving Bible studics, in visiting the
gick amd the needy, we have ¥Hie prom-
ise that He will be with us in all our
ways, through all our days, even unto
the end of the world. Dare we refuse
to accept such wonderful parinership?
Let us covenani anew to work more
diligently in the various channels of
gorvice which await our response and
cooperation. Ll every church mem-
ber prayerfully say “I must work, and

I will work as never before;” and in-

dicate on the Covenant Card provided
the types of work to which the Spirit
of God is calling.

Janonary 18—Our Field and Our
Vision

Texr: “This is my reason for re-
minding you to siir into flame that
gift of God, that has been yours sinee
your ordination at my hands.” 1 Tim,
1:8, FPwentieth Century New Testa
ment,

The apostle Paul urged Timothy to
keep the fires of evangelism burning.
This fire, he said, had been imparted
to Timothy as a gift from God; but,
it must be stirred into flame by his
own constant effort. This counsel ig
timely for all members of the church
at this time. Very little can be ae-
complished during this new year by the
chureh if the fires of evangelism are
allowed to burn out. It is “the zeal
of the Liord of hosts” that will bring
this aboui, as stated in Isalah 9:7.
One definition of “zeal” iz “love on
fire,” The fire of zeal burns in pro-
portion te the work it has to do.
Where there ig little fuel, there is lif-
tle fire. The challenge of a great
task, the acceptancs of every geal and
duty assigned, the doing of the work
we ought fo do, kindles the fire and
makes love blaze forth for the triumph
of truth amnd righteousmess. As the
individual members of the chureh keep
before them the true vision of their
privileges and responsibilifies as
watehmen, set upon the walls of Zion
to proeclaim fthe warning message to
every soul, and individually prove true
to their trust, the fives of evangelism
will be rekindled.

Now is the time o “look our work
squarely in the face, and advance as
rapidly ‘as possible” in conquest for
God’s kingdom.

January 20—Unused Power

TexT: “Take therefore the talent
from him, and give it unto him which
hath ten talents.” Matt, 25:28,

Tf you would behold a display of
power, stand at the base of that great
cataract known as Niagara Falls, and
watch the mighty wafers roaring over
precipices and pounding with thunder-
ing foree upon the rocks helow. Per-
haps you would exelaim, “What a tre-
mendons amount of unused power!”
Yet let it be remembered that the
greatest unused power in the world
today is not found in Niagara Falls,
but in the church of the living God.

Our text refers to a man with only
one falent. The mistake whieh this
man made was that he did not attempt
to use the talent he had. Possibly he
concluded that the man with five {al-
enfts conld do the work hetter., Or,
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possibiy he spied the man with two
talents, and thought he would be the
one to do it. But he took pains fo
hide away the one talent which he
possessed, so that whem the master
came he could return it to him, for
sarely that would be a worthy course
to pursite. FPerhaps he reasoned that
if he held on to the lalent and was
. faithful, this in itsel? would pass him
on through the pearly gates when the
master came to give rewards. But to
his dismay he found that what he had
s0 carefully guarded was taken from
him, and he himself was cast out.

The parable of the talents is again
the sad story of unused power. It
iz of the utmost importance that every
talent be put to wee. Fven though
our ability may seem very small, yet
if, nsed it will multiply, and if hid-
den away and anused, it will be taken
away and eternal logs will result. Are
we using our talents, or hiding fthem?
(Here make another appeal to any
who have notf signed the covenant of
gervice, to begin at once and enter the
Master’s vineyard in whichever corner
the need is the greatest.)

January 27—The ‘‘Liberty"
Magazine

Tuig is Religious Liberty Day, and
a speeial program has been prepared
for the regular church service, dealing
with the crisis which faces the world
and the eanse of liberty. Seme of
the dangerous bills now pending in
Congress which threaten the over-
throw of the American Bill of Human
Rights are brought to attention, and
reference iz made to the progress which
the Catholic Church iz making in the
state legislatures in securing financial
support for their parechial schools,

The Religious Liberty Department
deals with many stirring issues and
happenings which show the fulfillment
of latter-day prophecies, A person
has to be doubly blind not to discern
the rapidly fulfilling prephecies and
realize that the end of all things is
rapidly approaching. If ever theve
was 8 time in the history of the world
when we ag a peeple nseded to en-
lighten the world In regard to the
meaning of what is oceurring and to
defend the canse of human freedom,
we need to do it now.

The Liberty magazine iz a trumpet
voice that is sounding throughout the
world, warning the nations, the law-
makers, and all the people of what
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ig happening and of what we must
do in order to safeguard our constitu-
tional liberties if we would enjoy peace
here on earth a little longer. Some
of the ablest statesmen and some of
the most prominent edueators in this
country are contributors to the Liberty
magazine. All our members should be-
come subseribers to the FLiberty and
then hand it to their neighbors after
they have read it. Some excellent
testimonials of appreciation of the
magazine have been sent to the edi-
tors. Here is one from an attorney
in Georgia:

“PFor some time I have been receiv-
ing your publeation, ZLiberty, and
after I have read my copy, I have becn
s¢ impressed by it that I have given
certain issues to ministers of the gos-
pel, and to business and prefessional
men, Sinee I have never subscribed to
this magazine, and since someecne iy
evidontly paying for my subscription,
T should like to know who has heen so
kind as to favor me thus, If yon will
give me this information, I would be
glad to express my thanks personally.
Yeu might give me the rato charged
for thirty-six subscriptions, sent to
separate addresses. Should I be in
finaneial pesition to do so, I would like
to make a Christmas present of this
type to a considerable number of my
friends and associates,”

A Baptist minigter in Michigan
writes: “I just wanted to write and
congratalate you sinecerely on the
splendid articles in your magazine,
LAberty, which has been coming to me
for the last several months, There
is an imperative need in our nation
today for just such articles to offwet
the vicious inroads of communism,
Modernism, and apostasy so apparent
on every hand.”

The following message comes from
a member of the State legislature in
Colorado: “A friend saw the Liberty
magazine and is very much interested.
Will you kindly send your publication
for one year. In my own mind I
have been battling over the very. things
Your publication stands for. I com-
gratulate you on your fearless atti-
fude and the wonderful work you are
doing. If the time comes when T am
able, I shall stump the counfry en
many of the issues you are heralding
80 admirably.”

The librarian of a large law library
in Connecticut writea: “We would be
pleased to receive the Liberty maga-
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zine, the last two numbers of which
we now have on file, and which we
consider a very suitable addition to
our collection of legal articles”

The following testimonial comes
from a newspaper editor who is now
a member of Congress: “For a long
period of years I have received regu-
lar issnes of the Liberty magazine. I
have felt that it was the one paper
in the TUnited States which mnever
wavered i its faith in the Unifed
States and in the Constitution, I
should like to continue to receive it.”

Is it not worth while to send the Lib-
erty magazine to city libraries, law 1i-
braries, ministers, lawyers, judges, and
editors—men who express such high re-
gard for the magazine after they have

- had opportunity to read it? BEvery

church should take a club of fifty
to place in the hands of prominent peo-
ple in the community, A subgeription
to Liberfy should be provided for
every person who gave five dollars or
more in Harvest Ingathering. It will
pave the way for a liberal offering
this year. Many are doing this, and
are getting wonderful vesults in gifts
frem businessmen,
C. 8. LONGACRE,
Religious Liberty Association.

A Lay Preacher in Mexico City
(Continued from page 13)
and soon such a great interest was
aroused that a minister was called.
Eighteen have been baptized in this
town, and aceording to latest informa-
tion some forty-cight others are now
candidates for baptism,
Notwithstanding the deceptive soph-
istries which he had to meet, this
young brother, under the blsssing of
God, was used fo change an entire
community and start a work that is
continuing to exert an ever-enlarging
infleence. Two Sabbath schools have
been raised up in surrounding villages
through the labors of the brethren in
this new church. Meanwhile the work
is spreading fo other centers, and no
one knows what will be the ultimate
result of the faithful festimony of
this brother. On my recent visit in
Mexico City it was my privilege to
meet this brother. Me is now a stu-
dent in our Mexican academy, pre-
paring himself for definite service in
a larger way in the Master’s vineyard.
W. H. BERGHERM.
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OFFICERS’ NOTES
Regarding the 1940 Programs

HERE is an carnest desire on

the part of the Young Feople’s

Department that the society

meetings for Senior youth shall
be as helpful as possible to all who face
practical problems in Christian expe-
rience, The department, therefore, hag
provided this year a serics of studies
built around the problems of youth.
It is intended that in order that
" thought may be stimulated and the
gtudies made as practieal as possible,
there should be yprovision for free,
gincere diseussion.  Bpecifie prob-
lems with gquestions are presented for
gtudy and discussion.

The aim of the society exeeutive
committee should be to plan the dis-
cussions in such a way thatf, through
the analysis of the problems, the
definition of terms, and the diseovery
and disoussion of fundamental prin-
ciples, the members of the society
will gain a fuller understanding of
the faets and principles of Christian
experience and be gble to apply these
prineiples to their own personal prob-
lems, = It is suggested that in order
that the discussion may be properly
conducted, the soeiety executive com-
mittee chould give caveful study to the
material of each program long enough
in advance of the presentation of the
program to assign the various phases
of the subject to one or more members
of the gociety in ample time for care-
ful preparation. The discovery and
application of the primeiples which
apply to problems in Christian living,
shouid be the objective. It would be
well for the society exeeutive ecom-
mittee to arrange for the pastor or
chureh elder or a Bible worker to be
present to give help in the discussion,
should the meed arise,

In planning each of thege discus-
sion. meetings, the committes should
bear n mind the following:

1. Plan to engage a8 many membpers
of the soclety as possible in the study
and discussion of the varions phases
of the subjeet.

8, Assign each phase of the sub-’

jeet suggested in the outline, to two
ot more individuals for special study,
50 that they may be prepared to dis-
cuss the topies intelligently. Assign-
menty should he made long enough in
advance to allow ample time for prepa-
ration,

3. Plan {0 guide the digcussion so
that prineiples. may be disecovered
which apply in the solution of the
problem. Texts and passages from
the Spirit of prophecy which show
these prineiples and their applieation
should always be used as the basis
of discussion.

4, Arrange to have gomeone sum
up in a clear, concise way, the prin-
ciples which have beem presented.

5. Be cazefnl to guard agninst any
one person’s monopolizing the time of
the discussion,

6. Encourage the members of the
society who have special problems to
talk them over with the pastor or
church elder.

7. Avoid theorstical or abstract dis-
cussions, and endeavor always to lead
the diseussion toward the application
of sound prineiples to praetical prob-
lems of daily experience.

AW B,

Bible Year and Morning Waich

Tee New Year has come. At the
close of the year in Deecember, con-
siderable siress was laid upon the
Bible Year and the Morning Watch
for 1940, You encouraged all young
people to enroll in the Bible Year and
the Morning Watch world-wide Mis-
sionary Volunteer Prayer Civele, Now
how do things stand?

Don’t you think at the very begin-
ning of the year you should make a
survey of all your young people in
order 10 ascertain how many are ob-
serving the Bible Year and the Morn-
ing Wateh, and how many are not? Of
course, those who are not enrolled in
this Bible Year and Morning Wateh
brigade are missing somsthing,

The responsibility of the executive
committee of the Missiomary Volun-
teer Society is to put forth every effort
to encourage these young people to
take up these essential devotional fea-
tures. Have you supplied the youth
with a Morning Waieh Calendar,
which has a Bible Year check in the
back? Have you sat down with them
and showed them how o observe the

following: M.V. Leaflst 30,

young peoplel And when you once
get them started in this essentia]
habit, do not fail to encourage them
throughout the year.

D. A. Ocms.

Religious Liberty Day,
January 27

‘WE hope that the executive commit-
tee of every Missionary Volunteer
Society will plan carefully for the
program on “Citizenship and My Re-
Ligion,” to be given January 27. We
have come to a time when there are
many false philosophies regarding the
citizen’s relation to civil governmeat,
and when Adventist youth must think
clearly regarding their responsibility
to God and to eivil government. The
good Christian will be a good citizen.

Not only is the Missionary Volun-
teer Soelety putting on a program
on eitizemship, but January 27 has
been designated by the demomination
as Religious Liberty Day. Let us
make the Missionary Volunteer meet-
ing upon this day educational and
ingpirational. A W. P

Our Youth in. Time of War

THESE are days of preparation.
With a world at war, Adventist youth
must prepare themselves for the tests
and dutles before them. In prepara-
tiom for the erises into which every
Christian will soon be plunged, we
would recommend the study of the
“Our
Youth in Time of War;” and “Sev-
enth-day Adventists in Time of War,”
hy Elder F. M. Wilcox.

The M.V, leaflet should be cireu-
lated widely., REvery society should
see that each member has a copy
of his own to staudy, for its contenis
shonld be mastered as part of one's
preparation, (Price, 3 cents each.)

slder Wilcox’s hook is full of ex-
periences of our youth in the last
world war, It gets forth the his-
torical position of Seventh-day Ad-
ventigta as noncombatants. -

Beeause these eventful days are also
days of unugual opportunity for soul
winning, we would recommend that
the executive eommittee of each so-
clety orgamize a group or hand for
the study of the material provided
in the Advanced Study and Service
Leagne Progressive Class work, The
booklet, “Outline for the Advaneced
Study and Service League,” outlining
the plan and giving the contents of
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the course, can be secuved from the
Book and Bible House for 15 cents,

This Advanced Study and Service
Teagne weork will be an excellent
preparation for the experiences con-
fronting the youth of ths denomina-
tion. Not only is there outlined a
gtudy in sonl winning, but Unit I11
requires eertification in Red Cross
Standard First Aid, or 8t. Johns
Ambulanes, or Health Preservation
and Home Nursing.

Thege are days of preparatien.
LET US PREPARE. AW B,

How to Make the Young Peo-
ple’s Society a Success

WiTH the coming of the new year,
the Missionary Velunteer Soclety exee-
utive committee, headed by the leader
of the seciety, will wish to lay plans
for the successful operating of the so-
ciety throughout the year. When we
speak ef success in conneection with
a Missionary Volunteer Society, just
what do we mean? When may a so-
cicty be considered suceessful? I it
measured by the inferest shown in the
regular Missienary Voluntesr meeting?
Is attendance an evidence of success?
Is sueccess to be meagured hy the werk
of the literature band or the gospel
meeting hand? Perhaps all of these
have a bearing upon the answer, but
that society is most successful which
most nearly fulfills the purpose for
which it was established.

The soclety exeeutive ecommitiee,
therefore, which honestly desives te
operate a successful soctety would de
well to review the different ealls
through the Spirit of prophecy to or-
ganize gur young people into societies
and bands in order to discover God’s
purpose as revealed in theso ealls. In
“Testimonies to Ministers” page 32,
we have the firgt-eall threugh the Spirit
of prophecy under date of December
19, 1892; “We have an army of youth
toéay who ecan do mmeh if they are
properly directed and eneouraged. We
want eur children to believe the truth.
We want them to be blessed of God.
We want fhem te act a part in
well-organized plans for helping other
youth. Let all he se trained that they
may rightly represent the truth, giving
the reason of the hepe that is within
them, and honoring God in any branch
of the work where they are qualified
te labor,” - .

Mrs, B, G, White, on:May 29, 1883,
wrote: “Will the youth who really love
Jesus organize themselves inte ecom-
panies in every church?”

Then, on Oetoher 2, 1898, came an-
other eall to form eompanies; and on
Aungust 9, 1894, there appeared an
article from the pen ef Mrs, White in
the Youth's Instructor in which she
sald, “Lat young nien, and women, and
children go’to werk im the name of
Jesus. Let them unite together upon
gome plan’and order of action, Cannot
you form & band of workers, and have
get times te pray-together and ask the
Lord to give you His grace, and put
forth united action$” T

I
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In “Edueation,” page 269, we find
this statement: “There are many lines
in which the youth may find oppor-
tunity for helpful effort. Let them
organize into bands for Christian
service.”

The youth are to be organized into
bands for Christian service. The young
people of ths church are to have get
times for prayer, planning, and united
action. The youth are to act a partin
well-organized plans for helping other
youth. The youth are to receive that
traming which will enable them to
rightly represent the truth-—that is,
witnegs before the world, In ether
words, the church was to organize the
Missionary Voluntcer Society as a de-
partment ef the chureh threugh which
it could work for and threugh her
young people, And this fundamental
purpose is revealed in the relation of
the Missionary Volunteer Society ex-
ecutive committee to the church beard,
of which the leader of the Missienary
Volunteer Society s a member. On
the gther hand, the church elder and
the missienary leader of the church are
members of the society executive com-
mittee,

As they look forward te the work of
the new year, the officers of the Mis-
sionary Volunteer Society will wish to
do the fellewing things:

1, Make the Missionary Volunteer
SBociety the recruiting and {fraining
greund of the young people, so that
each member will, as far as possible,
receive an experience in (a) planning,
(b) organizing, (¢) teamwork, (d)
public address, (e) leadership.

2, Organize a strong prayer and
personal workers’ hand,

3, Plan very definitely to enlist
every Senior Misgionary Volunteer in
enc of the follewing lines of work—

@. Youth-for-youth, a preparatien
for which is the Master Comrade
Progressive Class werk.

b. Aggressive gospel-meeting werk, '

a preparation for which is the Ad-
vanced Study and Service League Pre-
gressive Class work.

4, Organize bands fer Christian
servies, and plan definitely for their
werlk.

5, Plan for and foster all these M.V.
features and activities whieh will de-
velop strong Christian ideals, attitudes,
and purposes.

6. Make each Missionary Volunteer
Seciety meeting a dynamic experience.
The executive committee will remem-
ber always that the Missionary Volun-
teer Speiety is not a literary society,
1ot a club, not an entertainment group,
but an army of young people having
but one purpose, “The advent message
to all the world in this generatien.”
Each socisty meeting should be planned
and conducted in such a way as fo
prepare and inspire each member to
tulfill hetter the Missionary Volunteer
Pledge.

Let the M.V, Society exccutive com-
mifttee cheek its plans  frequently
throughout this year with the purpose
and aims ef Ged in ealling the society
into heing. AL W. P,
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Tools for Society Officers

WE are sure you are eager to learn
about your duties and opportunities in
the M.V, work, and to have the teols
and devices with which you can do the
best work while you are an officer in
the Missionary Volunteer Society this
year; therofore, we are herewith list-
ing briefly those articles of equig)ment
which will he helpful to you during
1940

1, CrurcH OFFICERS’ GAZETTE. (At
least two copies, and more if necessary.
Containg society program outlines pre-
pared in eyele, and suggestions to offi-
ceTs.

2. M.V, Leafleis. (One complete set
for use ag samples frem which to order.
Sufficient number on organization and
work to gupply officers. Quantities of
special numbers for the members; e.g.,
M.V. Leaflet 19, “Merning Watch,”
and 18, “Bihle Year.”)

3. M.V. Recerd Blanks and Pledges.
(For socicty and personal use, Some
cenferences have a year’s gupply of
record blanks bound together fer sale
to each seciety.v%

4. Merping Wateh Calendars., (One
for each member. Quantities sufficient
to supply prejects determined npen.)

5. Bible Year Chart.

6, Set of M.V. Banners or Chavts.

7. The Youll's Instructor. (Club
for society, er single smbseriptions to
each home.)

8, Study and Service League mate-
rial. (“The Great Advent Movement,”
by Emma B, Howell; “Senjor M.V.
Btudies in Bible Doctrines;” “Fishers
of Men.’)

9, Advanced Study and Serviee
Lisague material. (“Outline fer the
Advanced Study and Service League;”
texthooks for classes organized, class
and individual record cards.)

10. Junior Progressive (lass malc-
rial. (“Junior Handbook;” Friend,
Companion, Cemrade charts, and indi-
vidnal record cards.)

11, Magter  Comrade  material.
{“Magter Cumrade Mauual;” chart,
and individual reeord cards,)

12, MV, Reading Course heoks.

13. Notebook. (Yeor recording names
and addresses of society members,
pages for ideas and plans, for dates
of coming events, fer book lists, and,
in short, anything of interest to the
sociely which would be lost but for
the notehoeck.

14. File of past years’ GazETTES,
Youth’s Instructors, and Review and
Heralds. ({Drawing upon articles for
extra program material,) Or,

15. Clipping File. (Articles from
our varions publications and others
filed topieally, which may he used as
gtra matorial in arranging programs.)

rl

16. Serapheok. (Which may be ar-
ranged and used as above.)

17. Censtant contact by letter and
by person with the cenference M. V.
socretary. M, W. M.

(Officers® Notes are continued on
page 24)
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Cs)em'or , meetings

Making the Devotional
Life More Effective

(Progrem for January 6)
BY E. W. DUNBAR

Soxg SERVICE,

MusicaL PreuupeE: “I Would Be

True.”

Orpnmg HyMw: “Take Time to Be
Holy.”

Praver. (For strength to keep reso-
Tutions.)

SECRETARY’S REPORT.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

GATHERING o7 MISSIONARY ReroRTs.

OFFERTORY.

SPECIAL MUSIC.

LEeAbER’s INTRoDUCTION : “First Things
First.” |

Porm: “It Means 8o Much to Me”

Tanx: “Take Time to Be Holy”

TaLk: “The Best Hour.”

Poen: “Have You and I¢”

TaLk: “The Tree of Life.”

ENROLLMENT. {(Sece Notes to Leaders.)

Crnosmg HyMn: “Light Divine.”

BENEDICTION.

Noles to Leaders

Barollment—At this time take up
pledges of Bible Year and Morning
Wateh participation om M.V. Record
Blank 12. This blank hag space for
onrolment in both these features,

There is no greater test of yeur
ability as a leader for youth than that
offered in the challenge to make the
Bible Year and the Morning Watel
effective in the lives of your young
people. Onme of the greatest needs of
our young people, if they woulid main-
tain their falth m God and His mes-
sage, Is prayer and the study of God’s
word ; therefore, we must enrolt them

in a systematie devetional program,

How are we to place these objectives
before our young people?

1. See to it that every member has a
Morning Wateh Calendar and an M.V,
Leaflet 19, “The Morning Watch.”

2. See that every member has M.V,
Leaflets 16, 17, and 18—the Senior
and Junior Bible Year leafiets, and
“Bible Study.” The Morning Wateh
Calendar contains Senior and Junier
Bibls Year check pages.

3. Make a close survey of all young
peeple at the elose of the year, and
enlist everyone to observe these devo-
tional features at the beginning of the
year.

4, Keep a systematic record of the
progress made by each person reading
the Bible. For this purpose obtain
M.V, Chart 4. B

5. Observe the Morning Watch and
Bible Year yourself. Be am example
worthy of emulation.

6, Be ever ready to encourago those
whe may become negligent in their
devotional life—talk with them, pray
with them,

7. Enlist your young people lo:

@. Give the Bible Year leaflots and
Morning Wateh Calendar to their
friends and neighbors, and send them
as Christmas and New Year gifts.

b. Distribute them in hospitals,
sanitariums, lotels, Y.M.C.A’s, and
Y. W.C.A 8,

¢. Give them to Sabbath school class
members ; encourage Sunday sehool su-
periutendents to supply them to class
memhers,

d. Encourage youths’ organizations
of other denominations to use them.

First Things First

As your leader, I am anxious that
we begin this momentous year aright.
Of course, we are interested in many
things: a large attendance; good, Hb-
cral offerings; strong migsionary-band
organizations; faithful reporting; a
well-balanced social program; and an
enthusiastie interest in the Reading
Courses. But all these will mean ahso-
hutely nothing unless we have society
members who are strengthened inter-
nally by daily contaet with heaven.
! do not believe in the Morning Watch
and the Bible Year plans simply be-
causc they are Missionary Volunieer
features, but I believe in them because
they are basiec and fundamental in
meeting the needs of Christian young
people.

To assist you in being faithful in
thoss features we have appointed a
devotional seeretary to foster this im-
portant work, Our goal is easy to
remember, It ig simply 100 per cent
of our membership—no mere and no
less,

If we would keep in touch with the
Soures of power, let us resolve today
to be earnest and businesstike in our
personal devotions.

s} PThou, by whom we come to God,

The life, the truth, the way
The path of prayer Thyself hast trod-—
Lord, teach us how to pray!”

17

Take Time to Be Holy

TexT: Prov. 8:17. “I love them that
love Me; and those that seek Me early
ghall find Me.”

The days of youth constitute the
habit-forming period of life. How
necessary it is, them, during these
days, that we have pressed home the
value of the aH-important devotional
habits.

‘We are living in an age of speed.
Surely, if Ohrist were here at our
meeting He would say to us, “Take
time to he holy.” T read some time
age of an early Ameriean settler by
the name of Ezra Meeker, in whose
lifetbne was demonstrated the great
advance in speed and in the develop-
ment of transportation. In covered-
wagon days Ezra Meeker rode across
a large portion of the United States
behind an ox team., He went across
later in & high-speed transcontinental
train. e also lived to fiy across in a
few hours in one of the modern air
transports.

In these days of speed, we need a
very certain conmneetion with God for
our own protection. We are plunged
into conditions daily which tend to
erush spirituality. We must, there-
fore, test our connections with
heaven every morning. Dare we face
the day without first facing God?
‘We should not look into the faee of
others until we have looked into His
face.

There is a strange coneeptien held
by a few young pcople that it is
childish to pray. Certainly nething
was ever more false tham this view-
point. I have noticed that even the
most powerful streamlimed locome-
tives have to stop at intervals for
refueling.

We are told that the Morning
Wateh and persenal devotions of the
young peeple are the thermometer of
the society. Let we raise the tem.
perature in our society by keeping
our ewn appointments with God regu-
larly and faithfully day by day.

In conclusion, I want yeu to notiee
this very piercing statement from
“Messages to Young People,” page 90:

“When you risc in the morming, do
you feel your helplessness, and your
need of gfrength from God? and do
you humbly, heartily make known
yeur wants to your heavenly Father?
If o0, angels mark your prayers, and
if these prayers have mot gome forth
ont of feigned lips, when you are in
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danger of unconseionsly doing wrong,
and cxerting an inflaence which will
load others to do wrong, your guardian
angel will be by your side, prompting
you to a better course, choosing your
words for you, and inflrencing your
actions,

“If you feel in no danger, and if
you offer no prayer for help and
strength o resist temptations, you will
be sure to go astray; your meglect of
duty will be marked insthe book of
God in heaven, and you will be found
wanting in the trying day.”

The Best Hour

Tue Bible has much to say about
the impertanee of praying to Ged in
the early hours of the day. The
morning hour ig the sweetest, the
quietest, the most economical hour for
prayer. During this time the mind
is fresh, active, alert. The impres-
sions made in the early morning are
those which are most often earried
through the day. No one can afford
to faee-the day’s duties and problems
witheut facing God in secret prayer,
“At the day’s beginning is the time
to fix the level of the day’s living.”

The first aet of the soul in early
morning should be a draft at the
heavenly fountain. It will sweeten the
rest of the day. A few moments with
God at that ealm and tranquil seagon
are of move value than fine gold, and
it you tarry long, you will come out
of the closet ag the high priest of
Israel came from the mystery of the
altar of incemse—suffused all over
with the heavenly fragrance of that
eommunion.

Luther once remmarked, “It is the
buainess of the Christian to pray, just
as it is the business of the cobbler
to mend shoes and of a tailor to cut
eloth for a coat.” At one time, when
s work had inoreased to such an
oxtent that he could not find time and
strength enough to do it, he said to
o friend that now since his work had
inereaged so greatly, he inust dounble
the period of his dally devetioms.
Lauther did not say that sinee his work
Lad inercased beyond his ahility he
must eurtail his devotional hours, but
rather that he must give more atten-
tion to prayer. Shounld not every
Christian feel the same?

The morning hour was Jesus’ choice
for prayer. (See Mark 1:85.) It was
David’s best time. (See Ps. 5:3.)
Isaiah had this for his program. (See
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Isa. 50:4.) It was the praetice of
Jesus to turn “aside from the scene
of His labor, to go into the fields, to
meditate in the green valleys, to hold
communion with God on the moun-
tainside or amid the trees of the
forest,”— The Desire of Ages,” p. 90.
(See also Mark 1:85; Matt. 6:6; and
“Steps to Christ,” p. 99, pocket ed.)

Have You and I?

Have you and I today

Btood gilent as with Christ, apart from
joy or fray

Of life, to see by faith His face;

e 1eok, if but a moment, at its grace,

And tglow, by such companmnship, more
e,

Morz nerved to iead, to dare, to do

T'or Him at any cost? Have we today

Found time, in {hought, our hand to lay

In Ilis, and thus compare

His will with ours, and wear

The Impress of His wish? Be sure

Such contact will endure

Through%ut the day; will help us walk
ereg

Through storm and food ; detect

Withln the hidden life sin’s dross and

stain
Revive a thought of love for Him again;
Steady the steps which waver; help ug

The footpath meant for you and me.
—George Klingle.

It Means So Much to Me
IT means so much to me that, when He

came,

They called ¥lm *“Jesus” |
plng name

That takes a saving hold on cne lke me,

Who lifts new visioned eyes that now

'Tis a grip-

ould s
All ftaISe lights fade in presence of the
TUe
What does It mean to you?

It means so0 much to me, in crisis hours
When 1ight seems bafled by opposing

DOWers
To heal His strong volce call, “Be of
good cheer,
For T have overcome the weorld of fear.
Herets re'fuge in My word—My word ls
rue !
What does it mean to you?
—Wiltigm Norris Burr.

The Tree of Life

Tag tree of life is mentioned very
ssldom in the Seriptures. We read
of it just a few times in the first
few chapters of Genesis, and then
again brief reference is made to it
in the last few chapters of Revela-
tion. The whole Boek between ig si-
lent regarding this very remarkable
sabjeet. It seems that there iz 2
eycle of six thousand years from the
first appearing of the tree of life
back to it again.

“The fruit of the tree of life in the
Garden of Eden possessed supernatu-
ral virtue, To eat of it was to live
forever.”—*“T estimonies,” Vol. VIII,
2. 288, The fruit was the antidote
of death, and the leaves wero for the
healing of the natioms. I suppose

January, 1940

Adam and Eve, with their deseend-
ants, made many trips to the gates
of the Garden of Eden during their
long lives, to look in and explain its
marvels.

The tree of life lived and grew
upon this earth until sometime before
the flood. T wonder how many of
you know where the tree of life is to
be found today. Is it still inm ex-
istence? Yes, we read that it was
transplanted by heavenly husband-
men, and the word of God definitely
tells us that today it is in existence
in Paradige, where God is. God, in
Hig great love, has not entirely re-
moved the blessings of the tree of
life from wus. He has geen fit to
arrange a substitute, which is avail-
able to those who love Him.

“The Lerd’s care iz over all His
creatures. . . . He who has given us
His word—the leaves of the tree of

Tife—will not withhold from us a

Iknowledge of how te provide food for
His needy children”—“Ministry of
ITealing,” p. 199. Iow marvelous it
is to know that we have in our very
hands today a leaf from the tree of
life. The word of God is really super-
natural. When Christ was upon the
earth, His breath vocallzed into words
meant life and bealing to men and
women everywhere. He says, “The
words that I speak unto you, they are
gpirit, and they are 1ife.” The Bible
is a great blessing and has in it the
guaranty of immeorfality and efernal
life.

May the Lord give ns the deter-
mination to feed more regnlarly upon
this wonderful food from heaven.

B ¥
“Topay’s temptation, if ylelded to,
will become yesterday’s sin, never to
he recalled or changed.”

e g
THERE are enjoyments which have
in themselves ne necessary moral
quality, but are wastes that occupy
time and absorb energy that ought to
be absorbed in other channels.—d4. T.
Pierson.
W

CorrEcTIoN.~Attention is ealled to
a statement in the GazETTE of April,
1939, on page 29, in the article, “The
Pioneer Preacher of the West,” which
gives the date of Elder J. N. Lough-
borough’s birth as June 26, 1832, It
should have read, January 26, 1832.—
Eprror.
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The Call to Service
(Progrem for January 13)

BY ANDREW C., FEARING

OPENING SoNg: “Missionary Volm-
teers.” (Songs today are lsted in
“Missionary Volunteer Songs.”)

PrAYER. .

RrporTS.

ANNOUNCEMENTS,

QPFERTORY.

SCrIPTURE. (See Notes to Leaders.)

Song: “Just Where I Am.”
Tanx: “Fishing”
SymrosiuM: “In His Serviee”
1, “Silent Witnessing.”
2, “Happy in Sacrifice.”
3, “The Power of Influence,”
4, “An TUnusual Life.”
TaLkx: “Loyalty to the Flag of the
Message.” {Bee Notes to Leaders.)
TarLk: “Upholding Their Hands,”
Sowa: “In the Serviee of the King.”
BENEDICTION.

Notes to Leaders

Seripture~Ingtead of the wnsual
Seripture reading, have members of
your society tell very briefly of the eall
and aeccptance for service of the fol-
lowing characters: Noah, Abraham,
Daniel and his three companions,
Esther, Moses, (#ideon, Paul, Jonal,
John the Baptist, and others.

Talk: “Loyalty to the Flag of the
Message'—ISee pages 201-262 of the
book, “Ablaze for God,” by J. W. Macc.
This chapter is rcplete with illusira-
tions of men and women of Bible days
and contemperary times who have laid
their all wpon the altar of saerifice
in aceopting God’s eall for service.
Choose what portions of this chapter
you may desirc; then encourage your
youth to read the cntire book.

Fishing
{Outline)

TrrL the story found in Latke 5:1-11,
Iustrate how Cod has ealled His
friends to beecome fishers of men.
Show how fishing all nighl by onegelf
is valueless, but in contact with Jesus
it brings abundant resulés, Stress the
point that we arc to “launech out into
thé deep.” That is, we must make the
attempt in faith because Jesus prom-
ises resuits through His power.

What are some of the “deeps” of
gervice that we as youth have mnot
touehed? (At this point have someone
prepared to diseuss briefly the varions
fields of missionary cndeavor as out-
lined in the M.V. Leaflets 7, 9, and 20;
also Home Missionary Leaflets Nos. 11
and 12, These leaflets may be obtained
from your conference Missionary Vol-
unteer or home missionary secrctary.)

Mention the Truth for Youth series
of leaflets and the circulating library
of World COrisis books. The sunshine
band I8 a very fruitful ageney for
youth serviee, Many of our Seniors,
as well as Juniors, give portions of
their young people’s programs in hos-
pitals and orphanages, and in homes
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for ihe ineurable, aged, blind, and
poor,

Bring out the thought in verse 4,
“Let down your nets,” as meaning to
use the ability, talents, and epportuni-
ties that are granted to youw. Doing
the best you can with what you have,
coupled with God’s power, will always
bring a harvest,

ILLUBTRATIONS

David. He had only a leather sling
and a few smooth stoncs, plus & simple
trust in God. He combined all he had,
and God wrought the victory.

Shammah. 2 Sam. 23:8-12, The
Philistines were taking away the land
which God had given to Israel. Sham-
mah did not believe that God wanted it
that way: so he stood to defend his
field of lentils. e used what he had
—-perhaps just a stick—eombined with
God's power, and the Bible says, “The
Lord wrought a great victory” for him,

Shamgar. Judges 8:31. This He-
brew farmer stood alonc with his God
aganst the enemy of God’s people,
using all he had at hizs command—
an oxgoad—and God gave him vietory.

Doreas. She did not have the ability
to preach, nor perhaps was she pos-
sessed with the powers of leadership,
but sho did have a needle, and she epuld
sew. She sewed her love for Jesus into
every stiteh she made for the poor and
needy. Some young people seem to
think that the Doreas Society of the
charch is just for the older ones. In
one churell recently some Missionary
Volunteers joined the Dorcas Society.
Because of their pregence and service
they brought new life and added zeal-
ous activity. God needs youth in the
Doreag Bocicty.

QUOTATIONS

Qlose this talk by giving the powerful
quotations from the Spirit of prophecy
as found on pages 15 and 16 of the
M.V, Leaflet 37, “How Shall I Choose
My Calling¥”

In His Service
1. Silent Witnessing

Owe day Jaeck, & boy about sixteen
voars of age, went to work on the farm
of a young Seventh-day Adventist cou-
ple. FEvery morning the young man,
his wife, and their two children had
their family worship. In the course of
time, this lad was mvited to remain
with the family while their morning
devotion was held, Up until this time
Jaek had never thought much about
religion, for as far as he could see,
religionists were not different from the
rest of the world, However, he eould
not help notieing the sterling and eon-
sigtent characters of that good farmer
and his family. He noticed how honest
and square the man was in disposing
of his produce. Then, too, there was
gomething peeuliar ahout these people
—ithey never worked on Saturday. e

thou ght.the%r-must be a little fanatical;

vet their life was so sweet and whole-
some that he could not help admiring
them,
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After a short time Jack left for a
position in the eity, but the influence
of that family remained with him for
years. Omne day he was invited to a
tent meeting, and as soon as he found
that the people were Seventh-day Ad-
ventists, he became interested.  He ex-
plained fo the friemds with whom he
Iiad ecome that he had onec known some
Seventh-day Adventists, and that they
were the finest people he had ever met,
He joined the church in that eity, and
at the present time he is a minister in
the Lord’s vincyard,

That is the way with all good ex-
amples—they walk in their sleep and
go farther than they know, Little did
that farmer and his Christian family
realize that by their simple Christian
living they were to influence directly
and powerfully the fortunes of & great
soul winner for the causs of God. But
such was the result of their regular
devotions, backed up by sineere living.
God never allows a good example to be
lost. He ealls us each to this type of
gervice—witnessing,

2. Happy in Sacrifice

A number of years ago a nurse in
# certain hospital left her position to
become o nurse in a leper colony. She
wag a beautiful girt; she had been
graduated with highest honors at
school, and had been for some time
the head nurse in this hospital. But
her heart yearned to help the poor
lepers, and she determined that she
would offer herself in serviee for them.

On the day that she sailed, the
friends who gathered around her to
say good-by could scarcely se¢ her tfor
their tears; but she smiled.at them,
and waved her hand ag she stood on
deck, seemingly quite happy with the
choice she had made. She thrilled with
her acceptance of the call to service.

If you could see her now you would
find her helping the helpless, holding
in her arms poor little children, stoop-
ing down to put her hand on the head
of a discensolatc woman, bending over
to whisper a verse of Seripture in the
cars of a brokenhearted man.

Possibly you cannot go to a leper
colomy, and perhaps God never meant
that you should. But iherc is some
person near you whose heart is break-
ing, You should answer God’s eall to
speak to that one.

A tree Missionary Volunteer is cne
who earries the sunlight of heaven in
the face and in the gpirit—whose in-
fluence iz like that of Jesus,

8. The Power of Influence

One day a man went into the slums
of New York just to see what was
going on. Children were playing and
velling, men were guarreling and eurs-
ing., ‘Tlhere was jangling, confusion,
noigse. Huddenly about thvee blocks
away he heard the Salvation Army
band playing, and he stopped to listen.
The band was slowly eoming down the
slreet. As it drew near, every child
stopped its playing, every man stopped
hig wrangling, and in a few moments



20

tho air was cleared by the melodies—
all was guiet under their influence.

Should a truly converted youth, who
has accepted the call to witness for
Chirist, be any less influential in his
sphere of aetivity? No, If he is truly
a Chrigtian, when he enfers a home,
that home ought to be bhetter for his
coming, Hvery time a persom talks
with him, should he not he able to say,
“Tt’s so helpful to meet him, The very
lock in his eye makes me better. The
very souud of his voice helps me fo
understand what T ought to be. He is
a true Christian, Tt is so good to have
him as a friend”?

Such a servant of God and a friend
to man has truly accepted God’s eall fo
witness for Him.

4. An Unusual Life

Oceasionally there is a Senior Mis-
sionary Voluntesr who feels that le
has grown too old to start a eourse of
training which would enable him to
answer the eall to service, Too many
wasted years have slipped by and op-
portunities have gone!

It is evident that some people are
more fertunate in life than others.
One person has greater opportunities
and better chances to attain prepara-
tion for service than another; yet to a
large degree a man ean make of his
life just what he wishes, no matter
what adverse cireumstances or dis-
couragements face him, What if a
man iy hindered for several years in
developing hiy career? Is that any
reason why he should be one of the
“Oh, what’s the use?” kind, and give
up? No! Bometimes we are too blind
to appregiate the disappointments and
delays which are permitted by an all-
wise Father to develop that within us
which only He can see,

An unusunal life, and ome worthy of
eareful study, is that of Dr. Charles
8. Rockhill, of Cineinnati, Ohie. From
his boyhood his great ambition was to
be a physician. Gratification of that
ambition was long delayed, but the de-
lay only served to strengthem his am-
bition and his determination to bring
that fond dream to a reality.

In early boyhood he had to assume
the respomsibility of the head of the
family—the one to whom others looked
for support and care. He met that un-
usual and heavy obligation with a fine
spirit, and bore the burden uncom-
plainingly until it had been discharged.
He thought of others first. He saeri-
ficed his dream and ambition hy put-
ting forth every effort, until he was
forty-two years of age, to do the work
that would have fallen to his parents
had-their lives been spared. For years
he had & fine record as a ratlway engi-
neer, but at last, after his bhurdens
were disposed of, he turned from his
engine eab to realize the dream that
had been inspiring his heart through
the years. He entered a mediecal col-
lege and began a four-year course of
study.

He was forty-six when he was grad-
nated, an age at which most physi-
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cians have earned a place in their pro-
fesgion, but that faet merely served to
challenge his stout heart, e began
his practice in Cincinnati, and special-
ized in tubercular ailments. In his
years of study he had put the powers
of a mature mind and an enthusiastic
heart into his work, and had an undex-
standing of medieal seience that was
unusual. This fact was quickly evi-
dent, and with only a few years of
practice, he gained for himself a very
high standing, e was only sixty-two
when he died, but for more than a
deeade his name had been high on
the list of those tubercular experts in
the nation who hkave blazed the way
to larger accomplishments. TFrom the
sanatorium that bears his name, many
men and women have gone hack into
aetive life, their ailment under control,
their lives reorganized, able truly to
live.

No one knows what might have been
his record and his aecomplishments had
he been able, in early manhood, to take
up the studies that would prepare him
for the profession of his choice, His
life might have been longer, as years
are counted, but could it have shown
more insgpiring results? Only a stout
heart and a great inspiration could
have kept alive and stromg the dream
of a life through the years of arduous
toil-—toil for others, the eheerful dis-
charge of an inherited obligation. The
experiences of those years made him
stronger; the loyal serviee for others
could have omly a refining influence,
making him wiser for the task that was
his when the dream of his life was real-
ized.

Some men say that they have no
chance; some give way if they get ome
bump or if their plan of life meets in-
terforence. Mere was & man who met
the battle which the day brewght, and
fought it through to victory., Such a
spirit and sueh preparation emnsured an
unusual eareer. There was the heart
of a erusader in his task; there was the
will to win, to do, to achieve. It wasa
great life to live. And “he being dead
yet speaketh,” for his influence will
Inspire others to dare and do the seem.
ingly impossible.

TUpholding Their Hands

SoME years agoe there was in a cer-
tain church a modest sehool teacher, a
most deveut young woman. During a
church service one morning the pastor
was pointing out the great truth that
we belong to God, that we are not our
own; He purchased us with a most
precious price, the blood of His dear
Bon. God’s Spirit accompanied this
message into the heart of this young
woman, At the close of the sermon
she slowly walked to the pastor’s study,
knocked, and gained admittance. The
minister could not help notieing that
she was manifestly in much distress,

. been figuring.
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“What is the burden of your heart?
What is trouwbling you?’ he asked.
“#0Oh,” she replied, “it was your sermon
this morning. ‘You preached that it is
the duty of God’s people to lay their all
upon the altar of sacrifice, with their
money, their lives, or both, to witness
for Christ evenm to the ends of the
earth,” “Yes,” he said, “that is right,
and it is true.” ‘“Well, I’ve made a
decision this morning, pastor. TI've
decided to accept that eall to become a
missionary, & teacher, in China. I did
not feel that T wanted to make the
sacrifice a few months ago, but now—
oh, please pray for me!” And right
then & dedieatory prayer ascended to
heaven for the young teacher who had
Just aecepted the call of God for
serviee.

The doctors, after a eareful exami-
nation, found that she had tubercular
germs in her body and recommended
that she should not be sent to China.
With a heavy heart she returned to
her homs church, The disappointment
seemed almost more than ghe eould
bear. A month passed, and the pastor
again gave a similar sermon, With
radiant face she rushed forward to
greet him. “I'm going to Chinal
I'm going to Chinal” she exclaimed,
“Ol, not the way you think, but
look—"" and out of her Bible she drew
a sheet of paper upon which she had
“T'm gaing to support
a missionary who will go to China in
my place.” And she pointed to the fig-
ures, ineluding a small sum that came
to her as an income from a farm left
her by her parents. She also had listed
what extras she could save by living
more economieally. “Can’t you seed”
ghe gaid. “Thig is the way I shall go
to China.”

For years she has saerificed the
equivalent of 2 missionary’s salary.
Because she was faithful in accepting
God’s call for service, she was able 'to
hold up the hands of ome valiantly
fighting for the cause of Christ on the
battlefront of heathenism.

God has directly called His friends
and children to serve Him even to the
ends of the earth, as well as to person-
ally witness at home. Iow are boys
and girls, Senior youth, fathers and
mothers, going to accept this eall for
service in the foreign fields? Why,
for one thing, you can uplold the mis-
sionaries’ hands, as literally as the
hands of Moses were upheld by Aaron
.and Hur. The Seriptures remind us
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that just as lomg as Aaron and Hur
upheld his hands, Israel was vietorious,
and when they did net upheld his
hands, Israel was defeated in the bat-
tle. We are in the same responsible
pesition today in reference to God’s
chosen people. God has ordained that
His friends should steadily held up
this great cause by prayer and practi-
cal cooperation. The battle could not
be won without your help. Let us un-
regervedly recommit ourselves today to
be faithful te Jesus and to His cause
in ths earth, and personally accept His
call for service in upholding the hands
of those who are championing the
¢guse of Christ to the ends of the
carth.
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Being Sensible About OQur
Friendships

(Program for January 20)
BY GRACE KELSEY-KEITH

OpENING SoNg; “What a Friend We
Have in Jesus,” No. 643 in “Christ
in Song.”

ScrIpTURE READING: Prov, 18:24;
James 4:4; 2:23; Prov. 27:6, 9, 10;
Job 8:14 (first part).

PravER, .

Lraprr’s INTRODUCTION: “Being Sen-
sible About Our Friendships.”

Tanx: “The Perfect Friend,”

TaLk or SymposiuM: “Coungel From
the Spirit of Propheey.”

Bowe: “The Best Friend Is Jesus,”
No. 50. (May be sung as 2 solo
or duet for special musie.)

Porm: “A Friend’s Greeting”

ReapiNg: “An Barthly Immortaliza-
tion of Friendship.”

Brory: “The Colonel’'s Word Shall
Stand,” p. 28.

CLosiNg SoNg: “T’ve Found o Friend,”
No. 332,

BENEDICTION.

Being Sensible About Our
Friendships

WuEN we speak of being sensible
about our friendships, that necessarily
must apply in two ways, First of all,
we like our friends. We choose them
aceording to our liking. If one is wise,
hie chooses friends whe are not only
congenial, but whose association is
helpful and uplifting.

But we must not be selfish in our
friendship, for there are those who
may not have had the advantages, the
education, and the experience that we
have had; whose opportunities for a
wide aequaintance have been lmited;
whe would appreeciate our friendship
The sharing of
our association and kindly friendship
may be just the means in God’s hands
of leading sueh a person, not only to a
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greater love of Jesus, but also to &
broadening and developing of his own
ngefulness in God’s serviee.

This is what I would eall being
sensible about our friendships. It bars
being selfish. If we expeect to share a
friendship with those who may be our
ideals, we must be willing to give of
our friendship to help others.

The Perfect Friend

JESUs is the perfect friend. He not
only loved His friends, but He loved
Hig enemies and was willing to make
the supreme sacrifice in order that they
might be gaved. Few examples does
history relate of such friendship.

Our first concern should be to aceept
of the friendship which He so freely
offers us. He should be our closest
friend, the One in whom we ean con-
fide our inmost thoughts, our greatest
and smallest problems, our joys, our
sorrows, He ls concerncd about it all.
We can talk and plan with Him at any
time and receive eomfort and help.
Though father and mother forsake us,
Jesus is true to the end. When earthly
friends prove traitor, ¥e is just the
same as always. How important, then,
that our clogest and most speeial fTiend
be Jesus.

What a wonderful privilege was be-
stowed upon Abraham to be called a
“friend of God.” He walked with God
and tailked with God. What an en-
couragement to us! Ours i3 the same
privilege.

A Friend’s Greeting

I'p like to be the sort of friend that
you have been to me;

I'd iike ‘to he the help that yow've been
aiways glad to be;

I'd llke fo mean a¥ much to you each
minute of the day

Ag you bave meant, oid friend of mine,
to me along the way.

1I'd like to «do the big things and the
splendid things for you,

To brusgh the gray from out your skies
and leave them onIY blue ;

I'd like to say the kindly things that I
so oft have heard,

And feel that I could rouse your soul
the way that mine you've stirred.

I'd llke to glve you back the joy that
you have given me,

Yet that were wishing you a need I
hope will never he:

I'd ke to make you feel ag rich as I,
who travel on

Undaunted in the darkest hours with
you to lean upon. ]

S0 I'm wishing you today that I could
half repay

A portion of the gladness that you've
strewn along my way;

And could I have ome wish this day,
this only would It be:

I'd itke to Ee the sort of friend that
you have heen to me.
—EBdgar A. Guest, with apologies for

rearranging the last stanza.
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Counsel From the Spirit
of Prophecy

THERE should he great care exereised
in the ehoosing of our friends: “The
true followers of Christ will not ehoose
intimate friendship with those whose
characters have serious defects, and
whose example as a whole it would not
be safe to follow, while it is their privi.
iege to assoeiate with persons who ob-
gorve a conscientlous regard for duty
in husiness and in religion. Those whe
lack prineiple and devotion generally
exert a mote pogitive influenee to mold
the minds of thelr Imtimate friends
than is exerted by those who seem well
balanced and able to eontrol and influ-
ence the defective in eharacter, those
lacking spirituality and devetion.,”—
“Testimonies,” Vol. I11, p. 24,

“Let ail who would form 3 right
charaeter choose associates who are of
a serigus, thoughiful turn of mind,
and who are religiously inclined. . . .
A pood nazme is more precious than
gold. There is an inclination with the
youth to associate with those who are
inferior in mind and morals. What
real happinesg can a young person ex-
pect from a veluntary connection with
persons who have a low standard of
thoughts, feelings, and deportment?
Bome are debased in taste and de-
praved in habits, and all who chocse
gsuch companions will follow their ex-
ample. We are lving in times of peril
that should cause the hearts of all to
fear. We see the minds of many wan-
dering through the mazes of skepti-
cism. The causes of this are igmno-
rance, pride, and a defective character,
Humility is a hard lesson for failen
man to learn”—Id., Pol. IV, p. §88.

“The link [of friendship] is a mys-
terious one whieh binds human hearts
together, so that the feelings, tastes,
and principles of two individusls are
closely blended. Ome catehes the spirit,
and eopies the ways and acts, of the
other. . . . The influenee may be un-
conscious, yet it is no less powerful,

“If the youth eould be persuaded to
agsoeiate with the pure, the thoughtful,
and the amiable, the effect would be
most salutary. TIf choice is made of
companions who fear the Lord, the in-
fluence will lead to truth, to duty, and
to holiness. A truly Christian life is a
power for good. But, en the other
hand, those who associate with men
and women of questionable morals
[and this refers to children and youth
as well], of bad prineiples and prac-
tices, will soon be walking in the same
path.  The tendencies of the natural
heart are downward.”—IJd., . 487.

“If you are approved because of
your sound prineiples and moral worth,
this is your gain. DBut if you are
petted, and eourted, and flatiered be-
cause you can make bright specches
and apt remarks, and beeause you are
cheerful, lively, and witty, and not be-
cause of intelicetual and moral worth,
you will be Ipoked npon by sensible,
godly men and women as an objeet of
pity rather than envy. You should be
puarded against flattery, Whoever is
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foolish enough to flatter you, canmnot
be your true friend. Your true friends
will eaution, emtreat, and wamrm you,
and reprove your faults.,”—Id., Fol.
III, pp. 285, 228,

“In forming friendship, great cau-
tion should be exercised lest an intl-
maey be eontracted with one whose ex-
ample it would not be safe to imitate;
for the effeet of such an intimaey is to
lead away from God, from devotion,
and the love of the truth. It is posi-
tively dangerous for you to be intimate
with friends who have not a religious
experience.”—Id., p. 42

“The warmth of true friendship, the
love that binds heart te heart, is a
foretaste of the joys of heaven.’—
“Ministry of Healing,” p. 360.

(Please study also Section XIV,
“Soeial Relations,” in “Messages to
Young Peopls.”)

Friends

At it fine when things are golng
Topsy-turvy and askew
To_digcover someone showing
Good old-fashioned falth In you?

Aln't it good when life seems dreary
And your hope's aboul te end,
Just te feel the handelasp cheery
0f a fine old leyal friend?

Sure! cne fellow to another
Meauns a lot from day to day,
Seems we're living for each other

In a friendly sorl of way.

When a smile or cheerful greetin’
Means so mueh to fellows sore,

Seems we ought to keep repeatin’
Smiles an’' praises moeTe an' more,

—Hdgar A. Guest.

An Earthly Immortalization
of Friendship

TaE world has no more bheautiful ex-
ample of friendship than that told of
Damon and Pythias.

Because of his opposition te Diony-
siug, tyrant of Syracuse, Pythias was
condemned to death. He hegged to he
allowed to return home o bid farcwell
to hiz wife and child. Damon came
forward and offered himsalf as sceur-
ity for hig {friend, promising to die in
his stead if Pythias did not retuvn.
Pythias was granted his request, but
was told very sternly that the exeeu-,
tion was to take place on a certain day
and at a certain hour, If he was not
hack, his friend would be executed in
his stead in order to appease the wrath
of the tyrant, Days pasged. The time
of the execution approached. Pythias
had not returned, and Damon was al-
ready at the place of execution. Sud-
denly, in the distance they saw some-
one running., With bated breath the
erowd stood waiting as the runmer
came nearer, It was Pythiag, He
rushed through the cerowd and into
Damon’s arms, His horse had been
kilted and it was only through almost
superhuman effort that he was able to
arrive in time. Then each of the
friends pleaded to be allowed tc die
for tho other. Dionysius was so moved
that he pardoned them both and
begged that he might be allowed to
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share such a marvelous friendship.

This beautiful story of the highest
ideal of. friendship has rung down
through .the ages and has been im-.
mortalized in ballad, drama, and verse,

¥

Citizenship and My
Religion
(Program for January 27)
BY W. L. BURGAN

OpENING [UXERCISES.
Tark: “Citizenship.”
Tarx: “When to Obey and Not to

Obay Laws.”
REaspiNg: “HEstimate of Citizenship.”
Digoussion: “Citizensghip and My Re-

ligion.”
CLosiNg EXERCISES,

Citizenship

No doubt the most pronounced ex-
emplifieation of what constitutes con-
sistent ecitizenship when actuated by
religious principlee, is profoundly
taught by Jesus in the scymon on the
mount, recorded in Matthew 5,6, and 7.
The apostle Paul very skillfully sums
up aBl of these inexbaustiblo funda-
mentals in Galatians §:22, 23, by say-
ing that “the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, long-sufiering, gentle-
hegs, goodness, faith, meekness, tem-
perance.” And in order to emphasize

the importanee of possessing these

characteristics, he said, “Against sueh
there is no law,” meanmmg that if we
possess these virtues, we will never get
into trouble with the laws that regulate
good eitizenship. Nome will ever give
oceasion fo eause others to question
their ecitizenship or their religion if
they will follow the prineiples ontlined
in the golden rule, as spoken by Jesus
when He said, “Therefore all things
whatgoever ye would that men should
do to you, do ye even so to them.”
When we keep in mind what we want
others to do to us and for us, we will
want to treat them in a similar way.
Do wo have any examples in the
Bible of young men whose loyalty to
God’s law elassed them as the most dis-
tinguished eitizens of all their coun-
try? Yes—Joseph, Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah are among those
mentioned. Though Joseph was but
seventoen years old when he was sold
into Xgyptian slavery, he remained
true to his heavenly ecitizenship even
under terrible temptation, persecution,
and eruelty, and was eventually re-
warded with the exalted position of
premier of all that land. The record
in Genesis 39:2 says, “The Lord was
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witl: Joseph, and he was a prosperous
man” His name and his noble ex-
ample of virtue are still admired in
all the earth,

Daniel and his three companions also
went through terrible trials; yet they
remained true to God. The vietory
that they gamed in refusing to cab of
the king’s meat that had first been
offered to idols (see Daniel 1), gave
them strength of character for the
greater trials that placed their lives in
jeapardy, and upon their emergence
from the den of lions and the fiery
furnace, they established the true
worth of their eitizenship in the earthly
country i which they lived, and in-
dieated their preparation for heavenly
¢itizemship, which shall last throughout
eternity.

In “Testimonies,” Volume IV, page
625, are mentioned the experiences of
a number of God’s faithful men who
remained truoe to their citizenship and
who will receive the reward of the
righteous, “Job was deprived of his
worldly posseéssions, and so afflieted in
body that he was abhorred by his vela-
tivog and friends; yet he preserved his
integrity and faithfulness to God,
Jeremiah would speak the words which
God had put into his month, and his
plain testimony so enraged the king
and prinees [the government leaders]
that he was cast into & loathsome pit.
Stephen was stoned beeause he would
preach Christ and Him erucified. Paul
was imprisoned, beaten with rods,
stoned, and finally put to death, be-
canse he was a faithful messenger to
carry the gospel to the Gentiles. The
beloved John was banished to the Isle
of Patmos, ‘for the word of God, and
for the testimony of Jesus Christ., ”

Historians tell us that all the apos-
tles exeept John met violent deaths at
the hands of perseentors. Al these
noble men were true eitizens; yet they
refused to withdraw their allegiance
to God, even though they faced death.
Jesus’ admonition, “Be thou faithful
untoe death, and I will give thee a
ecrown of life,” is well worth heeding,

While it is a tremendous faet that
“garthly kingdoms, nations, monarchs,
statesmen, counselors, great armies,
and all worldly magnificence and glory
are as the dust of the balanee,” and
that “God has a reckoning to make
with gll nations,” yet while these na-
tions stand, God’s ambassaders should
clearly sce the neod of exhibitions of
true citizenship.
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“The world iz to be warned, and no
soul should rest satisfied with a super-
ficial knowledge of truth. You know
not to what responsibility you may be
called. You.know noft where you may
bo called upon to give your witness of
truth, Many will have to stand in the
logislative eourts; some will have to
stand before kings and hefore the
learned of earth, to amswer for their
faith. Those who have only a supex-
fioial understanding of truth will not
be able clearly to expound the Scrip-
tures, and give definite reasons for
their faith. They will beeome econ-
fused, and will not be workmen that
need not to be ashamed. Tt no cne
imagine that he has no need to study,
beeause he is not to preach in the
sacred desk. You know not what God
may require of you—*Fundamenials
of Christien Education,” p. 217,

When we heed this instruction we
will have no need o quail before any
earthly authority: “Many a lad of
today, growing up as did Danilel in
his Judean home, studying God’s word
and His works, and learning the les-
sous of faithful serviee, will yet stand
in legislative assemblies, in halls of
Jjustice, or in Toyal courts, as a witness
for the King of kings, Muititudes will
be called to o wider ministry *—“Fdu-
cation,” p. 262,

When to Obey and Not to
Obey Laws

THE apostle Paul says: “Let every
sou? be subject unto the higher powers.'
For there s no power but of God:
the powers that be are ordained of
God. Whosoever therefore resizteth
the power, resisteth the ordinances of
God: and they that resist shall receive
to themselves dammation. For rulers
are not a terror to good works, but to
the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid
of the power? do that which is good,
and thou shalt have praise of the
same.” Rom. 13:1-3. Yet Paul re-
fused to deny his Lord and Master
when human laws interfered with his
witnessing.

The Bible gives many striking illus-
trations as to the time when one may
test the real value of his citizenship by
disobeying earthly governments. When
such earthly governments deny the
right to worship God in harmony with
heavenly commandments, men are to
chey (God rather than man. In Acts 5
is the reeord of Peter and other apos-
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tles who were imprisoned because they
refused to obey the commands of men
coneerning their preaching of the gos-
pel; their refusal had the approval of
Heaven, as indicated in verses 19 and
20, whieh declare that “the angel of
the T.ord by night opened the prisen
doors, and brought them forth and
gaid, Go, stand and speak in the temple
to the pecple all the words of this life.”
And with Heaven’s sanction of their
preaching the apostles preached in the
temple until they were arvested again.
When they appeared before the high
priest, Peter, in defense of his viola-
tion, declared, “We ought to obey God
rather than men.”

Are there any instances today of
faithful God-fearing men and women
who are languishing in loathsome
prison dungeons beeause they dared to
obey God in the face of unjust, cruel,
despotic, tyrannical pergecuting laws?

Yes, in different countries such noble
charaeters who would rather suffer ig-
nominy and shame aud death, if neces-
sary, are in dirty, shmy cells, where
vermin abound and filth all but nau-
geates them, hecause of their refusal
to yield to the demands of wicked men
in lieu of their obedience te God. The
oppressive laws that have heen made
primarily to drown the precious rays
of gospel ight cannot, however, silence
the souls of these cross-bearing soldiers
of the heavenly King whose prayers,
as they are uttered, are being borne,
like so much sweet incense, to the very
throne of the great Jehovah by angels;
and while they are suffering today for
their faithful eitizenship to the heav-
enly country, they will someday reap
the reward of the righteous in the gift
of oternal life. “Those who love and
sorve God are to be the light of the
world, shining amid moral darkness.”
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—HFuyndamentals of Christian Educa-
tion,” p. 480,

“The condition of being received
into the Lord’s family is coming out
from the world, separating from all its
contaminating influences. The people
of Ged are to have no conneetion with
idolatry in any of its forms. They are
to reach a higher standard. We are to
be distinguished from the werld, and
then God says, ‘I will reeeive you as
members of My royal family, children
of the heavenly King.’ As believers in
the truth we ars to be distinet in prae-
tiee from sin and sinners. Our citizen-
ship is in heaven.”—Id., p. 481.

Citizenship and My Religion
(Discussion)

1. What is g citigen?

Webster’s dietionary defines a citizen
thus: “An inhabitant of a city or
town, especially ome who enjoys its
freedom and privileges; a freeman or
burgess of a eity, as distinguished
from a foreigner or one not entitled
to its franehises; ome who owes al-
legiance to a povernment.”

Christianity is the actuating prinei-
ple of good citizenship. When the laws
of God are obeyed, the laws of earthly
governments will also be obeyed. The
two go hand in hand. Never has a
Christian maliciously violated a law of
earthly government that dealt cxclu-
glvely with man’s relationship to man.
All Christiang instructed in the funda-
mentals of the last six commandments
of the decalogue theroughly compre-
hend that these eommandments deal
entirely with the actions of one human
being toward another, and the slightest
violation of any of them brings one’s
loyal eitizenship into question.

2. What is a Christian?

Webster’s definition of a Christian
is: “Omne who believes, or professes, or
is assumed to believe, in Jesus Christ,
and the truth as taught by Him; an
adherent of Christianity; especially
one whoge inward and outward life Is
conformed to the doctrines of Christ.”

Hoew one’s religion may rise or fall
in the eyes of others is best demon-
strated by his loyalty to the govern-
ment of the couniry in which he is
a citizen. There are a number of
ways in which young people may give
shining examples of their citizenship.
First of all, they must be willingly
obedient to all laws that concern their
relationship with their fellow men.
The young person who has determined
to accept the teachings of Jesus Christ
as the guide of his life will not only
refrain from knowingly violating any
of the laws that govern society, but
will show tc others by his example of
obedience that he thoroughly acquiesces
in the restrictions that deal with the
liberty and pursuit of happiness of all
human beings,

For instance, no one professing re-
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ligion wounld steal; neither would he
encourage anyone else to steal. Ke
would not practice deeeption with ma-
licious intent to harm his fellow erea-
tures; neither would he sanction such
a practice in others, He would not do
bodily harm to anyone or encourage
others to do it. He would not be lond
or boisterons in publie, for such con-
duct iz a viclation of the laws that
deal with the peace of others. While
the apostle Paul admonished the young
man Timothy, “Study to show thyseif
approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of fruth,” tho same
seripture may be very appropriately
paraphrased to urge upen alt who pro-
fess the name of Christ to study to
show themselves approved unto all
their fellow men, that they may not
speak evil at-any time of their good
name. In expressing the value of a
good name, Sclomen said, “A good
name is rather to be chosen than great
riches, and loving favoer rather than
silver and gold.”

He would never taunt a policeman
who has been appointed as a guardian
of the peace. Nor would he encourage
anyone to do anything that would in
any way make anyone else unhappy,
or uneomfortable, or place him in any
kind of distress. . He would never vio-
late the antomobile speed laws, for sev-
eral veasons: First, such violations be-
lie one’s profession of following the
lowly Nazarene, who admonishes all to
be subject to the laws of the country.
Second, not only are the lives of driv-
crs and the lives of those riding with
them endangered, but such recklessness
may send someone to the hospital, and
ag the outcome he may be crippled for
the rest of his days. It is the better
part of wisdom to heed the admonition
of the apostle Paul, who said, “Ye
ought to be quiet, and to do nothing
rashly.” Aets 19:36.

3. What is religion?

Webster Qeclares: Religion is “the
outward act or form by which men in-
dicate their recognition of the exist-
ence of a god or of gods having power
over their destiny, to whom obedience,
serviee, and honor are due.”

If our citizenship on the earth is
heyond reproach, then we will be in a
condition to enjoy the greater citizen-
ghip of heaven, No one can maliciously
violate the laws that are adopted in
this earth for the happiness of all hu-
man inhahitants and expeet to enter
the pearly gates of Paradise, for the
laws of God, which are perfect in every
detail, demand that we continue on
probation in this life preparatory to
entering into the perfect Hfe in the
Saviour’s presence, where no thought
of violating those laws will ever come
into mind.

e oo

Boors are not made for furniture,
but nothing so beautifully furnishes a
home.—Henry Ward Beecher.

The Church Officers’ Gazette

Estimate of Citizenship

THAT such characters as are pointed
out in the Bible are needed in the world
in order to demonsirate to multitudes
the right caliber of citizenship is
proved by remarks made by President
Roosevelt in a message to a National

Meeting for Moral Rearmament, held

in Washington, D.C,, on June 4, 1938,
He said:

“The underlying strength of the
world must consist in the moral fiber
of her citizens. A program of moral
rearmament eannot fail, therefore, to
lessen the danger of armed confliet.
Such moral rearmament, to be most
highly effeetive, must receive support
on a workd-wide basis.”

A similsr message from members of
the British House of Commons said:

“We join you in affirming our loyalty
to those moral and spiritual prineiples
which are more fundamental than any
political or economic issue, and which
arc the common heritage of our people,

“There is urgent need to acknowl-
edge the sovereign authority of Ged in
home and nation, to establish that lib-
erty which rests upon the Christian
responsibility to all one’s fellow men,
and to build a national life based on
unselfishness, unity, and faith.”

Thought Questions

1. Wiar hag citizenship to do with
Christianity ¢

2. How may one’s religion rise or
fall in the eyes of others as his citizen-
ship is demonstrated?

3. What reward is promised to those
whose citizenship on earth is actu-
ated by their loyalty to God’s govern-
meont ¢

Officers’ Notes
(Continued from page 16)

February Topics

3 Strengthen the Home Ties

10 8in, The Only Thing God Hates

17 Training for Leadership
Junior-—Do You Take Respon-

sibility ¢

24 Striving for the Mastery
Junior—I Will “Care for My
. Body”?

Fellowship Committee

THosE timid, backward young peo-
ple in your church—do they attend the
Missionary Volunteer Society mecting
regularlyy When they do attend, are
they not some of the last to enter the
soctaty meeting, and do they not sit
somewhere back in the corner of the
reom§ At the close of the meeting, are
they not some of the first to disappear
—anywhere, just so they can get away
from the young people who freely min-
gle in Christian fellowship? How long
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have such come and gone without your
society leaders’ getting & real grasp on
them §

How about those strangers who came
to the last society meeting? Did you
learn who they were, whence they came,
and where they are goingy Will you
see them agam? Perhaps you will,
perhaps not, Did any one of the so-
ciety members give them a hand of
weleome §

Don’t you think that every society
should have a fellowship committee
who make it their business to make
the strangers feel at home and the
backward and timid feel that they be-
long to a society where love and Chris-
tian fellowship pervade the hesarts of
all? Think ahout the importance of
such a fellowship committee. Do you
have one in your society? .

D. A. Ocus.

Missionary Volunteer Banners

Now every young people’s society
can prondly display a sct of the Mis-
sionary Volunteer Society banners,

The following banners are made of
dark-green felt which will last for
years, with gold-felt Old English let-
ters, and may be purchased directly
from the United States Poster Com-
%aay, 380 H. Street, N.E., Washington,

Alm o 4375
Motéo . . ... ______ 375
Senior Pledge . 7.50

Total Sentor

Junior Pledge — oo $6.00
Junior Law ... 6.00
Totel Junior ... $12.00

(With aim and motto, $19.50)

Or, i your society canmot afford
these move enduring banners, you may
purchase cardheard charts through
your Book and Bible House, ag fol-
Lows: c

M.V, Charts—&, M.V, Aim; 6, M.V,
Motto; 7-8, Senior M.V, Pledge; 7-J,
Junior M.V. Pledge; 8-J, Junior M.V,
Law; for 20 cents each, or, in orders
of five or more, for 15 cents each.

Do not be without one set or the
other of M.V, hanners. M. W M.

Missionary Volunteer Offerings

WE would remind the Missionary
Volunteer Soclety officers of the plan
adopted by the Missionary Volunteer
Sccretaries’ Council regarding soctety
offerings, The offerings of the Mis-
sionary Volunteer Soclety are divided
80 thal half are apportioned for local
socioty work and half are sent on to
the conference as forcign mission of-
forings. TForeign mission offerings
are sent on throngh the church treas-
urer, of course, and the treasurer of
the society should be sure that the
offering receipted on the church treas-
urer’s slip is marked “M.V.,” so that it
ean be properly credited to the Mis-
stonary Volunteer Bociety.

A W, P
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M@ gunior meetings

My Devotional Life
(Program for January 6)
BY E. W. DUNBAR

OPENING Soxa: “Give Me the Bible.”

Kxy TaougET: “Let the yeuth of
today, the youth who are growing
up with the Bible in their hands,
become the recipients and the ehan-
nels of its life-giving energy, and
what streams of blessing would flow
forth to the world!"—“Education,”
p. 192.

PRAYER.

SBCRETARY’S REPORT.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

QFFERING.

REMARKS BY SUPERINTENDENT, includ-
ing the Memory Gem.

TALE: “A Book in a Tree”

Porn: “The Sufficing Bible.”

OerEcT SErMON: “Hiding God's
Word.”

TaLg: “The Four H’s”

TESTIMONY SERVICE,

ENROLLMENT FOR THE MORNING
WATCH AND THE BIBLE YEAR.

Crosivg Sona: “T Weuld Be True.”

BENEDICTION.

Notes to Superintendents

Give speeial study to the Notes to
Leaders and program material found
in the Senior MLV, section.

Your chief object in this meeting
is to encourage every Junior to adopt
the Morning Watch and the Bible
Year habits, Be prepared to distrib-
ute the “Junior Bible Year,” M.V,
Leadtet 17.

"Phis program, like all others, should
progress with dispatech and enthusi-
asm, Time should be allowed at the
close for the signing of pledges. The
M. V. Record Blank 12 is the envoll-
ment blank and may serve as a pledge
for both the Morning Watch and the
Bible Year, M.V. Pledge 7 is the
Morning Watch Pledge card. Tt may
be that Juniors will have personal ex-
periences and blessings from devo-
lional habits to report. If so, time
spent in such testimonies will be valu-
ably spent,

Hiding God’s Woid
(Objects: A funnel, o sifter or o sieve,
. and a sponge.}

Boys and girls, I wani to tell you
about three kinds of icarers who are
generally found in chureh and Sab-
bath scheol every Sabbath. I wonder
how you hear the word as it is given
gut ecach Sabbath? I will let these
three objects help you to classify your-
solf.

Now here = a FUNNEL. You
have all seen a funnel, haven’t youm?
Most of your mothers have ore in the
kitchen, and no doubt you've often

seen her use it in pouring liquid from
one jar to another. I'm going to use
it this morning to fill these jars with
water, See how the water goes right
through! The funnel looks as empty
now after the water has been poured
into it as it did before. You know,
boys and girls, some people who come
to charch and Sabbath schoeol every
Sabbath are “funnel hearers.” The

‘message goes in one ear and out the

other., The water I poured into the
funnel pictures the word of Geod which
is given out each Sabbath; but after
leaving church or Sabbath school the
funnel hearers ean’t remember a word
they have heard. By Saturday night
the message has guite gone out of their
minds and lives, and they are as empty
as the funnel. Things just won't stick
in the minds and hearts of the funnel
hearers. Oh, I do trust that you boys
and girly don’t belomg to this class,
but if you do, I hope you will get out
of it immediately.

Here is another objeet that is found
in your mother’s kitechen—a SIFTER.
Of course you know that this sifter
is wsed tp sift flour, After the flour
iy sifted, only lumps which are good
for nothing remain in the sifter. Did
you know that some folk are sifter
hearers¥ No matter how good the
message, by the time they reach home
all the good of the message has been
sifted away, and only the lumps or
unimportant parts are remembered, If
there ig any part of the germon that
the hearer doesn’t like, the sifter
hegrer is sure to remember this very
part. Sifter hearers are econtinually
finding fault or picking flaws with
what they have heard. This iz surely
not a very good class of hearers, is it?

Now my last objeet is a SPONGE.
Let us see how this sponge will aect
when it 1= put into this bowl of water.
Why, it takes it all in and leaves not
a drop in the bowl! Best of all, it not
onlty takes in the water, but hides it
away and keeps it. What a fine
group of hearers this sponge pictures!
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Like the sponge, they drink in the
water of tho word, every drep of it.
Not only do they hear it, but thoy
also hide it away in their hearts and
lives to help them live for the Lord
Jesus all through the week. “Thy
word have I hid in wmine heart, thag I
might not sin againgt Thee.” Psalms
119:11. The word to them, too, is
food to nourish and strengthen. “Thy
words were found, and I did eat them;
and Thy word was unto me the joy
and rejeleing of mine heart” Jer.
15:16.

This is the kind of hearer I'm
gure that you boys and girls want te
be—a sponge hearer. ay you go
away today determined to read a por-
tion of God’s Holy Word every day,
and to make the Morning Wateh ex-
ercise very sincere and real in your
daily experience.

The Four H’s

Approach: Do you suppese that
every home in this town has a Bible
in it? Do you sumppose that everyone
who has a Bible reads it every day?
If all the Bibles in thiz town were
dostroyed today and we were asked to
reproduce the Bible thiz morning from
memory, how mueh ef it would you
want to write? There ave four geod
places for the Bible—thie home, the
kand, the head, and the heart. It is
a fine thing to have the Bible in the
home and in the hand, bui it is Detter
to have it in the head and in the
heart. Suppose we passed around
peneil and paper today and sajd, “Ne
one can leave the room until he hag
written perfectly ten Bible verses from
memory.”

Story: In days gone by when Bi-
bles were gcarce, not everyone could
own & Bible. The printing press had
not been invented. Bibles were eopied
by hand, Only edueated people could
make a copy. It would take a learned
man several years to copy one Bible.
In those days it was necessary to put
chain and padlock wpon a Bible when
it was placed in a chureh for public
use. People would line up and wait
their turn to read or to copy a few
verses, That was a time when young
and old tricd to have the Bible in the
heaxt,

One day there came a persceution
of the Christiang. Their Bibles were
burned. The wemen stood by weeping.
Men, women, and children were sad.
It would be a long time before they
wounld see another Holy Bible. While
the Bibles were burning, a boy stood
by laughing. Some people thought
him erazy. They said, “Why laugh
when the Bible is being burned?”
The boy touched his forehead aund
gaid, “They ean burn the Bible, but
they cannot take away what 1 have
stored in my brain” He had the
Bible in hiz head. No doubt he had
the Bible in his heart also.

Let us repeat together the words in
Psalms 119:11: “Thy word have T hid
in mine heart, that T might not sin
againgt Thee”
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Memory Gem

“NONE but those who have fortified
the mind with the truths of the Bibla
will stand through the last great con-
fliet. To every soul will come the
searching test, Shall I ohey God rather
than men $—“The Great Controversy,”
pp. 683, 594,

A Book in a Tree
Text: Psalms 119:11

Wwuo ever heard of a book In a
treo? I mean inside the tree.. T do
not mean a tree with 2 hole in it,
either, but a geod, live, solid tree,
sound at heart, with a book inside
the growing wood.

Well, I knew of just that thing. It
happened out in California, where
there are so many wonderful trees, A
student by the name of Blockman was
reading and using as a back rest what
is called a Digger pine, that was
growing on his father’s ranch in the
Cathay Valiey. The tree was a fine
ald favorite and had been a landmark
for many vears, Indian skulls and
Indian objects of handieraft had been
found near by, and people said the
spot had been used long age as a
meeting plaee for Indian tribes. Many
pecple had sat under the pine tree or
passed it by with a woerd of admira-
tion, but had notieed nothing in par-
ticular, This young student, however,
beeame eurious about a sort of scar on
the trec, and with the blade of his
knife scaled off a pieee of bark and
ran the blade into the tree. After he
had done a little probing, there eame
out bits of paper; then with the aid
of a sharp ax, he eut into the tree,
There he found embedded a small
leather-covered Bible or prayer book
containing the date 1849, which had
been used as a book of devotion,
Binee the middle of the nineteenth cen-
tury the tree had had the little book
it its keeping. It had doubtless been
left in o noteh cut in the tree, as on a
little shelf, and the tree had grown
around it and hidden it

It is & curious and intetesting story,
but a tree is no plaee for a Bible, It
does no good to hide a Bible in a tree,
There is a better place to hide the
Bible. (Read Psalms 119:11,) “How,”
you ask, “ean you hide the Bible in
your heart?” Well, how do you hide
anything in your heart? Xveryone
hides words and sounds and sights
and faces and things in his heart, and
you can hide the words and messages
and pictures and people of tho Bible
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in your heart. You remember that
Mary, the mother of Jesus, hid all
His words and pondered them in her
heart. That is the way to use the
Bible, Learn its words. Memorize
its great texts, Get te Lnow its
stories, so that if you were ever to be
in a place where you could not have a
Bible, or if all the Bibleg in"the world
were lest, you would still have yours
hidden in your heart.—Hugh T. Kerr,
in “Children’s Nature Story-Sermons,”
{abridged).

The Sufficing Bible

WHeN I am tired, the Bible is my bed:
Or in the dark, the Bibie is my light;
¥When I am hungly, it is vital bread;
Or fearful, it I8 armor for the fAght.
When I am slek, ’tis healing medicine ;
Or lonely, thronging drlends 1 find
therejn.

If T would work, the Bible Is my tool:
Qv play, it {s 2 harp of happy sound;
If 1T am ignorant, it 18 my school;
If T am ginking, it is sgolld ground.
If T am cold, the Bible iy my fire;
And it is wings, If boldly I aspire.

Shonld T be lost, the Bible is m
Or naked, it is

Warm 3
Am 1 imprisoned? it is rauges wide;
Or tempest tossed? a shelter from
the gtorm.
Would 1 adventure, 'tls a gallant sea;
Or would T rest, it is a fowery lea.

guide;
ralment rich and

Dogs gloom oppress? the Bible ig a sung
Or ugliness? it is a garden falr,
Am T athirst? how cool itg currents tun!
Or gtifled? what a vivifying air!
Sinee thus thou glvest of thyself to me,
How s}gou]t% I'grve myself, great Book,

o thee!

—Amos R. Wells.
W

WHEN you save 4 Inan or a woman,
¥you save a unit, When you save a boy
or a girl, you save a whole multiplica-
tion table,—dJohn Wanamaker.

woow
The Call to Serviece

{Program for January 13)
BY ANDREW . FEARING

Boxa: “Soldiers of the Cross” {Songs
today are listed in “Missionary Vol-
unteer Songs”)

PraYER.

Rerorts,

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

OFFERTORY,
SCRIPTURE.
p. 19,

TaLk: “Mary’s Convert.”

OprEor TALK: “Shining.”

Sona: ‘‘Brighten the Cormer Where
You Are”

Reapive: “Laoyal to His Vow.”

Reaping: “Larry’s BExample.”

Tark: “Why Bill Lost Out.”

Crosing SoNa: “The Captain Calls
for You”

BrwepioTion.

(Bec Notes to FLeaders,

January, 1940

Notes to Superintendents

The purpose of this pregram is to
enable our boys and girly to visualize
a few of the ways in which they may
accept God’s call for service. Juniors
like to do something definite for Jesus,
Show them what to do and how to do
it, and they will respond readily. The
leader might use the objeet talk,
“Shining,” to introduee this pregram.
Ask the Junmiors to name the many
ways in which they may shine in serv-
ice for Jesus. Have this list grow on
a blackboard throughout the program.

As an outgrowth of this program,
organire missionary service bands and
start the Juniors on the requirements
for the earning of a Christian Help
Certificate (see pages 50 and 51 in
“Junior Handbook”) or a Missionary
Endeavor Certificate. (See Id., pages
75 and 76.)

Mary’s Convert

MARY was just ten years old, Lov-
ing Jesus with all her heart, she
joined the Missionary Volunteer So-
ciety Correspondenee Band, Some
thought she was a little too young,
but she was so zealous that they al-
lowed her to take part, Mary was
to bring tem names of her own cheos-
ing, She chose the first ten names in
the telephone directory, Faithfully the
literature went to these homes every
woek for two months, Then the pas-
tor started a series of evangelistie
meetings, and naturally there were
many announcements to be handed
out. Mary sent the announeements to
eaeh of her tem names,

Toward the end of the meetings
calle were made by the minister for
those who desired to take their stand
for the truth of God. Among the
first to come forward was a fine mid-
dle-aged woman, During the course
of the conversation which followed,
she happened to mention how she firat
began to attend the mectings, “Some-
one,” ghe said, “has been sending me
some papers called Present Truth., 1
read them and believed the truth
tanght therein, but I did mnot know
what to do about it. One day an an-
nouncement of these meetings came
along with the paper; so I thought
I would see what they were like, And
I found the same message here that
the papers contained. I wish I knew
who has been sending me those
papers,.”

Can you imagine the happy meeting
between Mary and this new convert to
Ohrist? Mary knows the thrill of
accepting the call to service,
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Shining

PrErazE about six or seven different
lengths of eandles, varying from about
one inch high fo about one foet high.
The smaller lengthy may be eut from
one candle. Secure them with their
owh wax to a board. Present this row
of eandles to the Juniors, and tell
them that this is a family ranging
from little baby sister to grandfather.
Agk them which candle represents
grandfather and which represents
baby sister, ete, Most of them will
no doubt ehoose the small candle to
represent baby sister, but the opposite
is frue. The tallest one we have is
the baby and the lttle inch-high
candle represents grandfather, Why?
He does mnot have long to shine for
Josus, His life is almost spent. You
may use Matthew 5:14, 15; Daniel
12:3; and Isaiah 60:1 in this lesson
of shining for Jesus,

Ideas will come to your mind as you
consider the following points: Ae-
cepting God’s call early in life means
having & longer time to shine for
Jesus. Baby’s candle gives just as
much light as father’s or mother’s
candle. Shining for Jesus lights the
path so that others will not stumble
or lose the way. Each light has iis
special place in the world. No one else
can shine for you in your place. What
would be the result if your lght
should go. out? It meams your sphere
would he left in darkness,

Coneluding Thought: The Bible
says that Jesus is the light of the
world, We cannot shine without Him
in our hearts. Prayer, Bible study,
and Christian service are the fuels
which will keep the #light” inside
glowing brightly.

Loyal to His Vow

In many sechools of Europe it is
customary for the students to say a
sentence or two when their diplomas
are presented to them, A few years
ago, there was graduated at (Glenal-
moud Sehool, in Seolland, a lad of
seventeen whe said upon receiving his
parchment, “T intend to live & clean
life and heomor this scheol. 8o help
me, Lord.”

Shorily after this he heeame an
officer in the Highlanders. He was
aboard the “Birkenhead” when she
struck a rock, and the men sicod by
while the women and the children were
being saved. Alexander Russell—that
was the mame of the young officer—
was ordered to help man one of the
boats earrying the women and ehildren
away from the doomed ship. Watch-
ing from a distanee he saw the steamer
go down, carrying with it hundreds
of brave hearts. He saw the sharks,
those fearful creatures of the deep,
seizing their prey, and heard the
sereams of men who were being toru
to pieces. Then, jnst when all seemed
safe for him, he saw a form float
close to the hoat-on a pieee of wreek-
age; a hand reached out and tried to
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grasp the side. There was not room
in the eraft for one more persom, But
as a sailor’s face rose clear at the
boat’s side, a woman aboard ealled
out, “SBave him! Save him! Ie’s my
hushand 1

“No room,” someone answeted ; “bet-
ter one man drown than all of us!”
Buf Russell looked at the woman, at
her ehildren, at the sailor struggling
helplessly in the waves, and then at
the dreaded sharks feasting on every
side, He rose from his seat in the
gtern of the boat and, with a bold
plunge, jumped clear. He helped the
drowning man info what had been his
own place—and safety. Then <this
brave young officer, a lad of seventeen,
said, “God bless you all” and swam
away to meet hig death.

A tablet has been placed in Glenal-
mond Sehool whieh bears this inserip-
tion: “In memory of Alexander Cu-
mine Russell. He kept his word; he
lived a clean life and homored this
sehool.”

Russell died with his life dream un-
fulfilled, but he died keeping his word.
It ig better to be true to what you
know is right than to win suecess. The
fact that he sfood firm for what he
thought to be his duty made him the
hero we admire,

We may never have to undergo the
test which Alexander Russell had to
fage, Yet every day in our humble
vlace we moet tests of character,
ideals, and prineiplos. We are called
by God to witness daily for Him, Are
we going to stand as Russell did, or
are we going to yield to what the
world calls fame, honer, happiness,
and success? Let us estesm answering
God’s call for service, no matter where
or what it may be, the summit of our
SUCCHES,

It does wot pay to yield to the voice
of him who would do us ill instead of
good. If we maintain our allegiance
to Glod, we shall be suitable eitizens
for a place in that home which Jesus
has gone to prepars for us. Yes, let
us begin now, today, in the strength
of God, to hve a clean Hfe, to be
strong, true, pure, kiud, good, and
noble.

(Repeat the Junior Pledge in unmi-
son.) In keeping this pledge we shall
honor cur Ged, our country, our par-
ents, our friends, and our school.

Larry’s Example

Larry used to watch his mother
every Sabbaih as ghe filled in the mis-
sionary report blank showing.the sorv-
ice she had been able to give Jesus
during that week,

“Mother,” asked Larry, “may I re-
port, too? Help me to do something
for Jesus.”

8o overy week thereafter Loyry was
happy to give out papers which told
of Jesus’ love and of our wonderful
message which will prepare people for
heaven, He =also gave his Little
Friend to a sick boy down the street;
helped 2 crippled man; ran errands
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for a feeble, aged woman who lived
on his block; picked flowers and gave
them to those who were ill, It was
surprising how mueh he was able to
report every week in the Junior eol-
umn of the missionary report blank.
By the way, Larry was too small to
write himself~—his mother did this for
him—but he was not too small to
answer God’s eall for service, and he
was not too small to find many things
he eould de for others.

One day two men were working in
Larry’s home, painting, cleaning, and
papering. For a long while he stood
in the doorway watching the two men
as they redecorated the kitchen. TFin-
ally he ram into the fromt room where
mother was sitting.

“Mother, do you think those me
in the kitehen love Jesus?” N

“Well, T don’t know, Larry, Why
don’t you ask them®’

Back he eame to the doorway. It
geemed so hard to ask that question
with the two men there. But in a
short time one man left.

“What is your name, sonny §” asked
the man on top of the ladder.

“Larry,” eame the answer,

“Well, would you like to he a
painter, Larry{”

“No, sir—but—I would like to know,
mister, if you love Jesus.”

The man laid his brush aside, came
dewn-the ladder, knelt, and took little
Larry in his arms, “Yes, lad, I do
love Jesus, and I love Him very much,
but T’'ve never had the courage that
Jou have to ask anyone else if he
knew Him, Thauk you for asking
me.”

Larry, with & heart full of joy, ran
to the front roem, and, throwing his
arms around his mother, said, “Oh,
mother, he loves Josus, and I'm so
glad I asked him!?

A litfle later that afternoon, that
man, inspired by Larry’s example,
asked his partner the same question
that had been put to him. His friend
did not know Jesus, but before that
afternoon was over, he had been told
the beautiful story of Jesus and of
the life He gave that we all may
live with Him forever.

What a wonderful picture Tarry
saw toward the close of the afternoon
as he peeped through the slightly open
door: two men kueeling in prayer, one
In a reconsecration of his own life
for service, the other just heginning
hig friendship with Jesus.

Why Bill Lost Out

BiiL and T were the best of pals
when we were boyg, and I had often
wondered what became of him, for he
and I used to plan together what we
were going to bhe when we grew up.
Bill was always imterested in bridges,
and many were the times he used fo
take me down to the “big bridge,” as
he called it, and show me what he
wanted to build when he was a man.
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Bill was a good Christian, and he
wanted to save souls, and he felt that
if he ecould be a good engineer, he
eould build good bridges and help to
save the men who worked for him,
Deep down in his heart that was his
call to serviee,

My parents moved away, however,

and I lost track of Bill. ~The other’

day T wag in my old home town and I
set about to find him, The woman at
the house where he was rooming teld
me I could probably find him “hang-
ing around the drugstore on the cor-
ner.” There wag Bill all right—not
the Bill T had hoped fo find, but a
weak-looking man, leaning lazily
against the side of the store window
with a group of equally dissipated-
looking fellows who were telling some
foolish gtory.

T asked him how he was gotting
along and if he remembered about the
bridges and the service he was goihg
to be to mankind. Oh, yes, he remem-
bered, but things had not gone as he
had hoped. He was in school awhile,
but—and &0 it went, He realized
that he was a failure, but what could
he do when he did not have a chance
and was erushed with “tons of mis-
fortone”?

Poor Bill! He heard the eall of
God to service and aecomplishment,
but he did mnot have the power to
stick; and about the only title I ean
give to him is that of “quitter.” ¥ou
know the type of boy and girl I
mean—they start out with a big flare
and then go out at the first gust of
wind, They aceept the call of God
for service, and attack their gehool-
work with determination. Then they
hit a bump, and they want to quit
and give up their vigion of suceessful
sorviee for Christ, They get alomg
very well until they come to a hill,
and then they abandon their pursuit.

‘When God ealls on us for serviee, it
means that He needs a youth who will
qualify in apite of hills, who will
atick to the fight until any seeming
failure twrns into victory, whe will
press onward with a ecourage that
riges as the diffienlties thicken.

e oo

I's but a little boy, ‘tis tlue,
But I've a purpose planned,

Like Daniel ever to be true,
And by that purpoze stand.

I love the temperance ¢ause, you know,
I loye my native fand;

I gigned the pledge some time ago,
And thus for femperance stand.

—Author Unknown,
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Being Sensible About Our
Friendships
(Program for January 20)

BY GRACE KELSEY-KEITH

OrENING BoNG: “What a Friend We
Have in Josus,” No. 643 in “Christ
in Song.”

ScrIPTURE READING: Proverbs 18:24;
James 4:4; Proverbs 27:6, 9, 10;
James 2:23,

PRAYER.

LEeaDER’s INTRODUCTION: “Being Sen-
gible About Our Friendships” p.
21.

Tark: “The Perfeet Friend,” p. 21.

Sowe: By two Juniors—“The Best
Friend Is Jesus,” No, 50.

FrRIEND3HIP QUIZ: “Who Are These
Friends$”

Brory: “The Colonel’s Word Shall
Stand.”

SYMPOSIUM o SUPERINTENDENT'S

TauR: “Counsel From the Spirit of
Prophecy,” p. 21,

Crosivg Song: “I've Found a Friend,”
No. 332,

BENEDICTION.

Who Are These Friends?

1. THERE was A quiet home in Beth-
any to which Jesus loved to come
apart and rest. A brother and two
gisters lived in this home, and the love
between Jesus and these friends was
mutual. Who were these three friends?
(Lororus, Martha, ond Mary.)

2, I am thinking of a young man
who from childhood had been trained
to love and serve the Lord. Although
he was a mere youth, he was so faith-
ful, steadfast, and true that he was
ehogen by a preat apostle as hia
traveling companion on three extensive
migsionary journeys. Who were these
friendst (Paul and Timothy.)

3. I am thinking of ftwo other
friends mentioned in the Bible., Their
friendship was so true, and their love
for ench other so great, that the one
shielded the other even though he
knew it might mean his own death.
Their friendship was so void of envy
or selfishness that though the one was
heir to the throme as king of Iarael,
he wasg willing to become second in
the kingdom that his friend might
rule in hig stead. A thrilling story.
(Read it in “Patriarehs and Proph-
etg” at your leisure. It is full of
inspiration and love.) Who were these
friende? (Jonathen and David.)

4, Who is spoken of in the Bible as
“a friend of God”? (dbreham.)

“The Colonel’s Word Shall
Stand”

Dyring my military serviee in India,
in those stirring thmey of wmutiny and
muxder, I bad in ny regiment a little
bugler who was too weak and delicate
for the life he had to lead. He was
born in the regiment; his father had
been killed in aection, and then his
mother drooped and died. After his
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mother died, his life was made mis-
erable by the acoffing sneers and
ribald jokes of the men, whose butt
he was,

When little 'Willie Holt was four-
teen years old, the regiment was bivou-
acking some miles from camp for
rifle practice. I had intended leaving
the lad behind, but my sergeant major
begged hard to “take him along”
“There is mischief in-the air, colonel,”
he gaid; “and, rough as tiley treat
the lad, bhis pluek and his patience
tell on ‘em; for the boy is a saint,
gir; he is, indeed.”

I had a rough lot of reeruits just
then, Before we had heen out a
fortnight, several acts of imsubordi-
nation had been brought te my notiee,
and I had pledged to make an example
of the very next offense by having the
culprit flogged.

One night targets were thrown down
and otherwise mutilated. On investi-
gation the act was traced to the oceu-
pants of a ecertain tent. In vain I
ap}a)ea;led to them to produce the man,
and at last I gaid: “If any one of you
who glept in number four tent last
night will come forward and take his
punishment like a man, the rest will
zet off free; but if not, there remaing
no alternative but to punish you all,
each in turn to receive ten strokes of
the cat.” ,

For the space of two minutes, dead
silence followed; then, from the midst
of the soldiers, where hig glight form
had been completely hidden, Willie
Holt came forward.

“Colonel,”” said he, “you have passed
your word that if any ome of those
who glept in number four tent last
night comes forward to take his pun-
ishment, the rest shall get off free.
I am ready, sir; please, may I have
it now?”

For a moment I was speechless, so
utterly was I taksn by surprise; then
in a fury of anger and disgust, I
turned upon the soldiers: “Is there no
man among you worthy of the namef
Are you all cowards enmough to let
this lad suffer for your sins? That
ke is guiltless, you know as well as L
But sullen and stlent they stood, with
never a word.

Then I turned to the boy, whose
pleading eyes were fixed on me, and
never in all nuy life have T found my-
gelf so painfully situated. I knew my
word must stand, and the lad knew i,
{00, as he repeated, “I am ready, sir.”

Sick at heart, I gave the ovder, and
he was led away for punishment.
Bravely he stood with bared back, as
one, two, three strokes descended. As
the fourth a fain} moan escaped his
white lips, hut ere the fifth fell, a
hoarse cry burst from the crowd of
men who had been foreed te witnoess
the seene, and with one hound Jim
Bykea—the blaek sheep of the regi-
ment—seized the eat, as with chok-
ing utterance he shouted, “Stop it,
eolonel, stop it, and tie me up instead;
he never did it, but I did;” and with
eonvulged and anguished face he flung
his arms around the boy.
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Fainting - and almost speechless,
Willie lifted his eyes to the man’s
face and smiled—such a smilel “No,
Jim,” he whispered, “you are safe

‘now; the colomel’s word will stand.”
Then his head fell forward—he had
fainted.

The next day I visited the hospital
tent where the boy lay dying. The
shock had been too mueh for his feeble
strength, He lay propped upon the
pillows; and at his side, half knesl-
ing, half erouching, was Jim Sykes.
T saw the drops of sweat Standing on

bis brow as he muttered hrokenly,

“Why did ye do it, lad? Why did ye
do it¥”

“Because 1 wanted to take it for
you, Jim,” Willie’s weak voice an-
awered tenderly. *I thought it might
belp you to understand why Christ
died for you.”

“Christ died for me?”

“Yes, He died for you because He
loved you. I love you, Jim, but Christ
loves you much more. I suffered for
only one sin, but Christ took the pun-
ishment for all the sing you have ever
committed. The penalty was death,
Jim, and Christ died for you.”
«(hrist has nought to do with such
as me, lad; I’'m one of the bad ’uns;
you ought to know,”

“But He died to save the bad ones,”
answered Willie. “After you have
ginned against Him, He loves you so
much that Ho came all the way from
heaven and suffersd and died in your
place, and now Hs is calling you. Ile
wants to cleanse you from every stain
of sin and make you fit for His pres-
ence. Ie wanfs you to live with Him
in glory. He was wounded for your
transgressions, He was bruised for
your iniquities. How can you resist
such love as that?

“Hpg said, ‘He that heareth My word,
and believeth on Him that sent Me,
hath everlasting life, and shall not
eome into eondemmnation; but is passed
from death unto life.’ Won't yon re-
ccive Him now?®”

The lad’s voice failed him, but he
laid his hand gently on the man’s
bowed head as he drew his last hreath,
Truly, “Greater Iove hath no man than
this, that a man lay down his life
for his friends.”—Selected.

oo
Citizenship and My
Religion
(Program for Janwary 27
BY W. L, BURGAN

OPENING EXERCISES.

Tank: “Obedient Youth Help to Pre-
serve Nations.”

SymposiuM: “Some ‘Don’ts’ to Ob-
serve.” {(See Notes to Superintend-
ents.)

READING: “Jesus Hears ths Youth and
Loves Them.”

Diggussion: “Oitizenship and My Re-
ligion.” (See Notes to Superintend-
ents,)

CLOSING BXERCISES.
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Notes to Superintendents
Symposium: “Some Don’ts to 0b-

serve.”—This jis divided into scven .

parts, and ean be given to as many
Juniors.

Discussion: ‘“Cilizenship and My
Religion.”—It would be well to have
an older person lead out in this dis-
cussion to give it direction and to
round out the ideas presented.

Obedient Youth Help to
Preserve Nations

‘EVERY nation on earth necds young
men and young women, boys and girls,
who will not only obey the laws that
offer protection to everybody, but will
lead others fo obey them. Without
young people who are detormined to
do what they know to be right, nations
would eventually be destroyod by the
wicked people within their own lands,
which means that murder, robbery,
and many other kinds of wicked acts
would he committed, and thers would
be no peace or safety for anybody.
Nations must kave laws for the pro-
tection of their citizens, and the good
people, those who are religious and
believe in the higher laws made by the
Lord Jesus, are the ones who must
band together and uphold the laws of
their country.

The best way for youth to prove
that their citizenship is directed by
their religion it to upheld the hands
of the law officers by doing right
themselves and by setting the proper
example 'to playmates, companions,

and others in whose company they.

may be; in faet, their influence should
always be on the side of right be-
havior—the behavior taught them by
their law-loving, law-respecting par-
ents, whose experience in knowing
what terrible erimes are committed by
lawbreakers should never be ques-
tioned., The children who follow the
advice of their parents rather than
assume that they know more than
mother or father, are the ones who
develop into Teal, genuine -citizens
who have and hold the respect of their
fellow men.

Children would do well to ponder
remarks made by Dr. Marris 8, La-
zaron, a Hebrew tabbi of a large
synagogue in Baltimore, Maryland,
who spoke to 2,000 graduates of a
high sehool in & suburb of that great
city on Jume 21, 1839, According
to the Baltimore Sun, of the next day,
Doctor Lazaron said to these gradu-
ates:
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“America still iz in the making and
needs youth—mnot the brand that is
swept off its feet by fear, prejudiee,
and passion, but youth that knows
what it wants.

“In the United States, whieh at-
tracted to it the bravest and strongest

.men from the Old World and which
“~-developed a great culture, there is

need for unity of its people at present.

“To face this demanding and chal-
lenging world, youth must kave, in
addition to strong bodies and sound
minds, a resolute sgpirit and a love of
God. And youth must not forget
that to these values must bo added the
knowledge that life is built wupon
stable factors dorived through the
years from the history of the race”

This might be said about every na-
tion on earth, for surely no nation
can develop without strong, ecoura-
geous youth; and the more youth atudy
their Bible and learn from its sacred
pages what God wounld have them do,
the greater will they be when they
grow into manhood and womanhaood,
and the greater will be the nation of
which they arc a part,

Some “Don’ts” to Observe

1. Don’t be a whispercr, especially
to criticize others,

A whisperer separateth friends.
Prov. 16:28,

A whisperer’s words are as wounds,
Prov. 18:8,

A whisperer stirreth up
Prov, 26:20.

A whisperer is classed among those
whose sing make them worthy of
eternal death, Rom. 1:29.

The tongue is an uunruly member.
Rom, 3:13-18. Tke apostle Paul says
that in human throate that are not un-
der the cantrol of the Holy Spirit is
found deceit; that “the poison of asps
is under their lips: . . . full of cursing
and bitterness: their feet are swift
to ehed bleod.” He also says that
“destruction and misery are in their
ways: and the way of peace have they
net known,” This is a terrible in-
dietment, and youth who love Jesus
wil shun to engage in, back-biting
and unjust eriticism, which, if con-
tinmmed, will lead “t¢ more serious
wrongs until such offenders get into
trouble for which they will be pun-
ished by the law authorities.

2, Don’t choose companions aside
from those whe will help you to do
right, Shun the society of those who
will not help to develop right prinei-
ples and noble purposes, DBoys and
girls will be dragged away from the
right paths if they select loud and
boisterous friends who wuse vile lan-
guage and express disrespect for the
ehureh and for those who attend
church and Sabbath scheol.

strife.
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3. Don’t mingle with cigarette smok-
ers, or tobaece chewers, or with those
who gamble with dice or who pitch
pennics.

4, Don’t copy these who rub red
paint over their lips and rouge on
their faces and decorate their finger-
nails and toenails with red until they
remind you of the wild natives of
Afriea who have hadl these heathen
customs handed down te them through
{he ecenturies. There is nothing at-
tractive in such practices, but on the
other hand, they indicate shallow
thinking and a lack of good sense.
Suech girls never become substantial
mothers, nor do their sons make lead-
erg among the citizens of eountries in
which they live,

5. Don’t play eards, for such a prac-
tice leads to gambling, and gambling
leads to ]}Jloverty, te prison, to murder,
and to the gallows, electrie chair, or
guiliotine.

6. Don’t attend the theater, for it
is the very hotbed of Immorality.
“Vieious habits and sinful propensities
are strengthened and confirmed by
these entertainments. Low songs, lewd
gestures, expressiony, amd attitudes,
deprave the imagination and debase
the morals. . . . There is no influence
in our land more powerful to poisen
the imagination, to destroy religious
impressions, and to blunt the relish
for tranquil pleasures and sober real-
ities of life, than theatrieal amuse-
ments'—“Msssages 1o Young Peo-
ple,” o, 880,

7. Don’t visit the dance hall or the
ballroom where only sordid mirth pre-
vails, where the piano and other in-
struments blast out rasping sounds
that make Satan and his imps laugh
with glee as they see iheir human
vietims worked up into a frenzy of
passion, with onty words and thoughts
of ridieule for divine admonitions,
warnings, and instruetion. A study
of Belghazzar’s fate on that might of
impious revelry in the ecurts of Baby-
lon when he and his lords and ladies
drank infoxiecating liquors from the
gacred vessels that had been taken
from the temple in Jerusalem, will
convinee all whe are looking for the
return of Jesus that the spirits of
demons had control of the king and
his guests. A viclent death came to
Belshazzar and perhaps to all the
others present at that iniquitous
gathering. Then alse occurred the
overthrow of the world’s mightiest em-
pire. Burely Solomon was right when
he said that wine is a mocker and is
deceiving, and the youth who believe
differently are not wise.

Jesus Hears the Youth and
Loves Them

JeEsus “hears every word that is
spoken, listens to every prayer that
is offered, tastes the sorrows and dis-
appeintments of every soul, regards
the treatment that iy given to father,
mother, sister, friend, and neighbor.
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He cares for our necessities, and His
iove and merecy and grace are con-
tinnally flowing te satisfy cur need.”
—“Mount of Blessing,? p. 156.

“QOne day alone is purs, and during
this day we are to live for Ged. For
this one day we are to place in the
hand of Christ, in solemn service, all
our purposes and plang, casting all our
eara upon Him, for He careth for us.”
—Id. p. 150.

“The ecity of God will open its
golden gates to receive him who
learned while on earth to lean on God
for guidance and wisdom, for ecom-
fort and hope, amid loss and affliction.
The songs of the angels will weleome
him there, and for him the tres of
life ghall yieid its fruit.”—Id., p. i48.

Citizenship and My Religion

1. WHAT iz ecitizenship, and what
does my religion have to do with it?

2. What should be my conduct
toward my fellow playmates, or school-
mates, or associates, or others whom
I d¢ not know?{

3. What should youth do to develop
characterd

DISCUBBION

1. Citizenship involves all people in
the eountry in which they live. The
more law-abiding the people, the less
trouble they have. Every nation, in
order to keep the good people in it
happy, contented, prosperous, peace-
ful, and protected against wicked
people, must have laws, and grown-up
citizens of these nations make the
laws with the thought generally in
mind to give everybody as pleasant a
life as possible. Youth whese religion
is a reality to them can do much
toward helping to keep peace in the
nation of which they are a part,

If thieves break into the homes of
citizens who obey the laws, they are
punished; if men steal from other
men, they are punished; if men set
other people’s houses or business
buildings on fire, they are punished.
If men pick other men’s pockets, they
are punished. If boys break. the win-
dows of other people’s honses just to
be doing so, they are punished. T¢
boys er men or girls do other things
that are wromg, they are pumished,
And such lawbreakers are not good
citizens,

2, A ehild who will obey what
mother or father says conecerning hig
conduet in the home will generally
treat his friends or neighbors or sven
strangers of his own age in the right
way. e will not want o take ad-
vantage of another youth and bring
distress of mind or body upon him.
He will not want to abuse anyone
else; neither will he heap ridieule on or
poke fun at someone else who may be
less fortunate. He will not say méan
things about the kind of clothes
ancther is wearing., TIn reereations,
guch as baseball games, temnis
matches, running contests, swimming
ovents, & youth whe has been faithful
and cooperative in the home by heed-
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ing the adviee of parents will engage
in these contests honorably and will
give his competitors fair dealing even
though he may be defeated. Youth
who play fair in their early years of -
life and continue to play fair with
others as they grow older are bound
to develop in charaeter, and when they
reach manhood or woemanhood, they
will do their part toward making
others happy, and thus help to make
the world a much better place in which
to live, They will not only obey the
laws that regulate sceiety, bui they
will demonsirate their eitizenship by
influencing others in the right way.

Youth ghould conduct themselves
properly not only in their recreations,
but also in the schoolreom, Teachers,
ag a rule, love the children in their
classes, and want to help them to grow
mentally, morally, and spiritually,
knowing that when the children do
accepl Jesus as their guide anmd pat-
tern, they will obey the laws of the
city, town, country, or state in which
they live, for such laws are made to
give children as well as adults happi-
ness, peace, and proteetion. Children
who yield obedience and faithfulness
to their teachers, whether in the day
school or Sabbath achool, always de-
velop inte real men and women and
beeome a eredit to their home and
country,

3. Paul’s admonition to Timothy
has im it ali the essentials necessary
for the development of charaeter. The
seagoned apostle told the aspiring
youth: “Study te show thyself ap-
proved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be aghamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth’ 2 Tim,
2:15. IHe urged Timothy to “shun
profane and vain babblings,” which
is good counsel for the youth of today
to follow. Among the things which
youth should do in the formation of
character are these: they should de-
velop individual responmsibility, do
daily acts of kindness, engage in cloan
health hahits, develop will power to
do that whieh ig right, eontrol the
power of thoughts, so that oniy
thoughts that are ennobling and up-
lifting are exercised, conquer the
slightest weaknegs toward failure by
doing things that succeed, form asso-
ciations and companicnships that bring
improvement fo the mind and personal
conduect, and heed the admonition of
the wisest man on earth, who said:
“Wisdom ig the prineipal thing; there-
fore get wisdom: and with all thy
getting pet understanding.” And
what is the beginning of wisdom?
“The fear of the Lord is the begin-
ning of wisdom,” “And,” as Job
says, “to depart from evil is wnder-
standing.” Read Proverbs 3 and 4,
and Job 28, Stndy the life of Jesus
carefully and prayerfully. A deter-
mination to follow in His steps will
eventually lead the youth inte the
eternal kingdom of God, where they
will be eitizens, without fear or moles-
tation cof any kind, throughout the
ceagseless ages, The reward is well
worth the effort,
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for missions is taken.

These pages provide intecesting and helpful material for church elders
and conference workers in promoting foreign mission work, and may
be used on the second Sabbath of each month when the church offering

Among - the Klamath Indians

E are pleased to hear once
more from Missionary I, A,
Stahl, this time among the

Indiang in Northern California. From
his letter we quote the following ex-
periences:

“The first of June I began work
among the Klamath Indians mnear
Weitchpee, on the Klamath River, in
Northern California. This is the dis-
trict in which Doctor Leland has been
working ameng these Indians for the
United States Govermment for some
timo. .
“This is an isolated place, and is«
very difficult to reach. These Indians,
for the most part, have joined the
Shaker religion, They dance, jump,
and yell, as each Indian takes a dinmer
bell in each hand. When they begin
this ceremeny, the noise is frightening,
Thoy chant and danee and work them-
gelves into a frenzy, both men and
women, jumping higher and higher;
and after an hour er so of this chant-
ing and yelling some one or two will
begin to shake, sticking their hands out
straight in front of them, Then they
‘have tho power.” I attended one mect-
ing, and I never want to be at another,
It iz a sad sight! It reminded me of
the service of the prophets of Baal on
M#t., Carmel. The power that they get
is surely not of the Lord. They are a
poor, deeeived people,

“T asked for the use of thejr chureh,
and the head Shakers consented. After-
ward they regretted it, but I am still
permitted to go on using their build-
ing. God has given me great favor
with these Indian pecple, and some are
becoming deeply interested in God’s
trath for this time,

“I did not ecriticize them in their
belief, I told them that I have loved
the Indians sinee I was a youth, which
is true; for when other boys would in-
suli them, I would always defend them.
They ased to come to our house, and to
my great delight my mother would give
them food. I told them that God had
more light for them, that God is im-
partial, that God makes no distinetion
between men, that this gospel of the
kingdom shall be preached to zll na-
tions. I chose for my text Aets 17:26;
and for the second, Matthew 7;21; and
then others on the imporfance of the
word of God.

“Then came their general conier-
enee whieh their ‘great leader’ at-
tended, 8o many meetings were held

that the people were exhansted. After
they had rested, and the leaders had
gone, they again began coming to our
meetings. All the while I have been
visiting them in their homes, which
pleases them.

“Ths first day I arrived, I saw no
one. That night I slept in my ecar.
I thought that perhaps the peoplo were
keeping away from me on purpese, but
in the morning an old Indian came to
me, and after finding that I understood
the care of the sick, he asked me to go
with him to visit three families. In
each ease I was permitted to help them,
and in each ease I prayed for them.
This impressed them.

“As I wag on my way down the river,
I received word from Doetor Leland to
come and take charge of an Indian
faneral for which he had made the
arrangements. I met the doetor there,
and conducted the funeral. The people
seemed to be impressed.

“While these Shaker leaders were
here, taking up all the people’s time,
8 young man died, and the Indians
wanted me to take charge of the
funeral, The head man of the Shakers
algo eame to where I was staying and
invited me to conduct the funeral. At
this second funeral there was am ex-
traerdinarily large gathering. When
all was ready, one of the Shaker lead-
ers came in and gaid, “You do not need
to take charge of this funeral, for we
have decided that we will take full
charge now.” ‘Do not forget,” I said,
‘that I have made preparation, and I
have misged other engagements to help
you at this funeral and I think I
should continwe,’ The man was taken
back at this, for I was guite cool about
it all. Then he said, ‘T will go and see
Mr. Jack abount this’ All the people
waited to hear the verdiet, fer the man
had talked loudly. Then he eame in
and sdid, ‘Mr. Jack said for you to go
on, and he will take the mecting after
you! 8o I went on.

“Pirst I sang a solo, ‘Someday the
Qilver Cord Wilt Break.” The people
were in geod order. Then I read those
wondéerful texts that tell of this life;
deathWs’ sleep, the resurrection—which
they had never heard before—and of
God’s remedy for sin, I talked a whole
hour, for had I not scen them in meet-
ing for five hours? They sat comfort-
ably, listening with interest to what
was said, Afger T fimshed, I intro-
duced Mr. Jaek, telling the people he
was to have a part in this serviee. At
the close of his talk he said, ‘I can
endorse everything that Mr, Stahl has
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said, and I am espeecially glad for what
he szid to the young people here.” The
leader who had told me that I need not
have a part now came running up to
me and said, “Mr. Jack said that you
were to take full charge at the grave.
Here again, I had an excellent oppor-
tunity., In order to stop the lound
weeping, I began to sing, and Mr, Jack
eame to my side and joined me in the
songs, Afterward I shook hands with
the. people.

“On Sabbath I was called to a dis-
tant place to take charge of the funeral
of a prominent woman, Daisy Jones,
where there was anether great een-
course of people. 1 took this oppor-
tunity to tell them how glad I was to
be there with them to help them, and
although I had had to travel some dis-
tance, I could not refuse to come, As
I held up the Bible, I said, ‘How eould
I refuse to bring to you the wonder-
ful message contained in God’s word¥
God gave me liberty, and after the
gservice the people came to thank me
for eoming.

“The message is becoming known
throughout this whole Indian region.
Now some of the leaders afe attending
the meetings, even on Babbath, for I
want them to become acenstomed to
attending meetings on the Sabbath
day. I sincerely ask you to pray for
this work here. There is a terrible
struggle going on at this time. God
will bless, and I am sure there are
honest sounls here.”

Nurses at Work in Danger Zones

Dr. HerBerT LiU, who was trained
in eur medieal school, writes from
Chungking, West China:

“The medical relief work in Chung-
king is of a femporary nature; all
plans are laid with that in mind. The
main relief hespital opemned ifs doors
with two patients. ¥rom that small
beginning the patromage has gradually
grown until at present there are seven-
ty-four patients in the hospital, The
work of the outpatient clinie has grown
until now there ig an average of sixty
patients a day. There was a time when
we had ome hundred patients in the
hospital, but that was too many to
care for properly in our limited space.
Many arve waiting for epportunity to
come in.

“The overcrowded condition in the

" ¢ity, the frequent air raids, with de-

struction and burning of houses, have
multiplied manyfold, This institution
was certainly established at the right
time.

“We thank God for Hig blessing on
the institution. He has proteeted us
in many dangerous situations. Many
times our nurses have gone oui in the
midst of air raids to do emergency
work, and lives have been saved through
their efforts. We are grateful for this
opportunity to relieve human suffering
and thus to serve the Master. We con-
stantly pray that patients who come to
us for physieal help may receive also
spiritual blessing. Remember wvws in
your prayers.”?
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They Come Only to Help Us

Ir was down in Mexico. A nephew
of a prominent general, a Brother
Abadon, had purchased ome of our
medical beoks, He and his wife had
studied it until they were able to apply
the prineiples of hydrvotherapy treat-
ments suecessfully, A colporteur in-
formed them of an opening that of-
fered oppertunity for fruitful serviees
in another state 1n which he was work-
ing. So they moved there. Superin-
tendent C. B. Wood tellz us of expe-
riences in their new field:

“When they. arrived in Patambaro
they began to visi the people and treat
the sick. They also spent much time in
giving Bible studies, with such success
that a strong opposition was aroused,
and they were denouncad before the
authorities as being engaged in a sedi-
tions work. Brother Abadon was ar-
rested and brought before the presi-
dente munieipal. When the people who
had received treatments for their sick
heard that Brother Abadon had been
arrested, they gathered at the office of
this official. The decision of the au-
thovities was that Brother and Sister
Abadon should leave the town at onee.
But the people eried out: ‘Why will
you send away these pecple whe have
eome only to help us? They have
healed our diseases, and have taught
u3 how to live so that we will not be
giek.

“When the authorities heard this
general testimony of the people, thoy
roversed their decision, and gave
PBrother and Sister Abadon permission
to continue their work,

“This conple spent three months of
medical miggionary ministry in this
gtate, with the result that a Sabbath
school of ninety members was organ-
tzed at Laureles, one of eighty mem-
bers at Patambare, and one of thirty
members at Anona, These threc Sab-
bath schools of 200 members are the
first companies of Seventh-day Advent-
ists in this state.”

‘Wending Their Way In

New appointees to a strange mis-
sion fleld spend mueh time working
their way into the hearts and homes of
the people with their strange eustoms
and new tongues. From Wenchow,
Chekiang (Ke'jong) Province, South
China, Ralph H. Dinsbier gives a frag-
ment of their entering-in exporiences.
He and his wife left Washington,
houud for China, just before all mis-
sionaries’ gailings were ecaneeled in
August, 1937. Before they reached
their destination, their boat was di-
verted te the port of Hong Kong be-
cange of hostilities at Shanghai. He
writes:

“We have planned to come to Wen-
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chow ever zineg we landed in Chinag,
and we finally reached here the first of
Mareh, 1939, This is a beautiful place,
It is back from' the sea coast about
twenty miles on the Wenchow River.
There are several abrupt, high hillsall
around, and on each is a high pagoda.
There is one near our eompound that
Jeans like the tower of Pisa.

“The eity is typieal of China. Some
of the streets are so narrow that one
can reach out and touch the houses on
both sides with his hands. The streets
are all paved with rough stones. All
through the eity, as well as in every
direction out inte the country, are
dozens of eanals. One ean hire 2 eanal
boat and go almost anywhere.

“#China has wmany dialeets. This
plaec has its own, and it is perhaps
one of China’s most diffieult, It is no
moTe like Mandarin than German is
like English, I had studied Mandarin
before I came here, but I felt perfectly
helpless in this place, However, I
have been studying the loecal dialeet,
and have already preached in it twice.
Remember ws in your prayers that
many honest hearts here may be won
for Christ.” :

That Something Hidden Away

MisstoNary C. P. CRAGER, super-
intendent of the Central American
Union, tells of an ineident which oe-
curred during a tent effort In his fleld,
and which pertained to one who had
but recently experienced the joy of
obeying Bible truth, He writes:

“qf one had $100 or so in the bot-
tom of his trunk when he accepted this
truth, do you think he should pay tithe
on it¥

“To this question I replied that I
thought this would be the right thing
to do, for if through the years God
gave Us strength to earn a living when
we did not recognize Him as a partner,
surcly when we aceept the truth, we
ought to consider that God has a righg
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to His share of whatever we may have
left of those earnings, and ought there-
fore to give Him His tithe, But I told
the brother he must pray over it, and
decide for himgelf. Two weeks later,
a8 1 was looking over the treasurer’s re-
port, I found & nice little sum to the
eredit of this brother.

“YL greatly rejoice when I see the
8pirit of God working in thig way on
the hearts of our people, and I know
that this step will bring spiritzal and
temporal blessing to each one who thus
honorg God with that portion which He
claims ag His own.” ’

Pressing Into Virgin Territory

MissieNary . R. CoLson, who has
gpent some time with missionaries in
Nigeria, West Afriea, tells of one
virgin section in the mounteins near
where but recently a worker has estab-
lished a station. He writes:

“Meost of the inhabitants live high
up on the steep, rock-coverad mountain-
gides. In looking up, you would not
think there was a soul around. We
met with several groups. One Monday

morning about two hundred jen came
down to the place where we had built a

* small sehool and ehureh building. The

natives wore practically nothing. The
women as yet were too timid to ven-
ture away from their mountain rs-
cesses. The chief, however, had been
persuaded that there was now no more
danger from the Fulani warriors, and
had built his residence on the plain
close to our little chapel. After we
had met the chief, he expressed the
desire of his people to learn more
about Glod and His ways, These raw
hsathen came together every week,
generally upon a Sabbath afternoon,
to "hear more about Jesus and His
saving grace,

“One chief, who was Whitterly op-
posed to us, tried to show the people
on twoe Sabbaths in succession where
the man with the evil spirit was by
cutting a chicken’s throat and letting
it loose. They had the belief that such
3 chieken would run in the dirvection of
the evil one, The chief had purposely
placed the chicken on the path that led
down toward our mission eompound,
but think of the reaction and the sur-
prise of the chief and his people when
the chicken made n dash straight for
the ehief! The firat Sabbath the chief
said it was o bad chicken, and that the
next Sabbath he would find a better
one, but he £ailed the second time also,
The second one was no more submissivs
or obedient to the chief’s desire than
the first. Tf also made a beeline for
him. Just them our teacher came
along, and the chief acknowledged his
failure, and made him welcome to
come to hiz village as oftan as he
wighed, There are greal possibilities
in that part of Africa. In a very
short time we shall no doubt have
hundreds and even thousands of be-
lievers among those simple mountain-
eers.”’

MissioN BOARD.
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