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The Prophet’s Burden

EMORIES of the work in
Australia in the early days
somctimes float down through

the years, Some of these are strangely
interesting, but the certainty and hope
of the message mingle with them all.

One pieture claims a very positive
place, and it often rises up hefore me.

It was i a workers’ meeting at one
of the carly eamp meethigs near Syd-
ney. The president of the conference,
now fallen asleep, had in some way
made maiters hard for some of the
workers. Wrong positions had been
taken, and wrong deeisions had been
made. Sister White came inlo the
meeting, and after a short gemeral
talk she turned to the president and
outlined the wrong that had been
done. Calmly, clearly, yet very de-
eidedly, with a voiec full of ycarning,
she set forth the whole situation.
While the immediate ecircumstanees
have faded somewhat from mmcinory,
the deep impression has ever remained.

The president was a personal friend
of Sister White’s, and the task of
pointing out his wrong course must
have been a very difficult one—one
that no person would ever choose.
After the meeting SBister White went
home and wept for two hours. But
the testimony was a necessary omne,
and it proved to be a turning point
in the history of the work in Aus-
tralia. No one present at that moet-
ing eould have questioned the presence
of the dirinc in the view get forth.
It was with bowed heads and silent
lips that the meeting adjourned.

The Hebrew prophets often had
very difficult tasks plaeed before them.
Thelr messages were often condemna-
tory in character and hard to deliver.

.iaken of his witness.

Jeremiah had testified to Israel for
thirteen years, but no notice had been
Distressed, he
said he would speak no mozxe in the
name of the Lord. But the message
given was in his leart like a fire
ghut up in his hones, and he was
“weary with forbearing, and

could not slay.” Jer. 20:9,

David had much the sume experi-
ence: “While I was musing the fire
burned: then spake I with my tongue.”
Ps. 39:3. With the umholy world
before him, the firc burned within until
he had to speak.

The prophet’s testimony is often
called in Seripture “the burden of
the Lord.” Twenty-two times we
read about this burden’s being as-
gigned to the men commissioned by
Jehovah to speak in His name to their
fellow men, It was not something
that they would have choscn or de-
sired for themselves,

The self-called or self-sufficient in-
dividual could net do the work of
God as He would have it done. It is
the heart that would walk humbly with
its God that Jehovalh chooses as a
partner in His great work. Mieah 6:8.

This humility was always seen in
the life of Sister White. No boast-
fulness or self-exaltation was found
there.
stood first.

God’s way and will always
RoBERT HARE.

The Spirit of Prophecy—Part 1

“I noticed [Mrs. 8. M, I. Henry’s
daughter s  still deseribing her
mother’s experience in finding the
truth of the Bible Sabbath while
remaining at our sanitarinm at Battle
Creek, Michigan, after her healing
in angwer to prayer, back in 1897] a
great change im my wmother in this
regpect [manncr of Sabbathkeeping],
In former years if any of her chil-
dren or their friends did anything on
Sunday that was out of harmony with
her eoneeption of the Sabbath—made
2 soeial eall, took a drive, read a novel
—it grieved her deeply, and she would
rebuke them; but now all this was
different. She no longer undertook to
Judge for others or to decide for them.
One Baturday afternoon as we were
sitting together on the lawn by the
sanitarium, watching the birds and
listening to their songs, cajoying the
beanty of {he summer day, my mother,
who had been silent for some time,
with an expression of great peace on
her faece, twrned to me and said, ‘T
have heen thinking of the difference
hetween myself now and years ago.
Ouee it would have spoiled my Sabbath
to see men working on the road. Now
I hardly notice them. My Sabbath is
within,” T had not noticed them either,
but there they were, a score or more
of dusty lahorers, mingling the sound
of hammer and spade with the earol
of birds and the singing of hymns;
and as we watched the shadows deepen
and the sun go down, I thought, It is
beeause my mother has made the su-
preme sacrifice that she has infinite
Jreace.”

It is to be remembered that theso
statements were made by her daughter,
who was not connected with the Sev-
enth-day Adventist denomination.

Perplexed Regarding
Testimonies
For some time after the truth re-
garding the Sabbath came to Mrs,
Henry, she felt greatly perplexed in
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regard to the relation sustained to
‘the Bible by Sister White's writings,
termed the Testimonies to the church,
She had been reared by godly parents;
the Bible had always been her text-
book. “Naturally,” she said, “if that
is 80, why are these writings regarded
ag s0 essential to the remnant ¢hurch ¥
She had been sehocled never to aceept
any docirine without careful and
prayerful study, On several occasions
I attempted to explain to her that
these Testimenies for the chureh are
not designed in any way to take the
place of the Bible, but are to impress
upon the heart the fruths of inspira-
tion rovealed in the Bible, that by
their aid these great truths are sim-
plified and mere clearly seen. These
efforts for the time being seemed to
be of no avail

Some time later a meeting was held
in the city of Chicago, at whieh were
assembled our leading brethren to
consider and plan for & speeial effort
to be carricd forward along medieal
missienary lines in our large ciiles.
Gatherings of this kind were usually
reepgnized as special oceasions to re-
ceive renewed grace and spiritual fit-
ness for the work, Sister Henry was
at this meeting. Here again we wit-
nessed an unwsual outpouring of God’s
Spirit. Sister Henry took a very
active part in the meetings, but again
there loomed up before her the Tes-
timonies and their relation to the
truths revealed in the Bible. Apgain
efforts were made to explain this as
we understood it, but she failed to
see the matter elearly, With a feeling
of intensity cxpressed on her coun-
tenance, she said: “Brethren, I must
have this mafter made clear. Let us
pray.” Two or three prayed, and
then Sister Ilenry hegan most ear-
nestly to plead with God for light
For just a moment her pleading
ceased, and then she began to praise
God. When we rose from cur knoes,
she related to us what was revealed to
her while she was pleading with God.

Testimonies Compared to the
Telescope

In the Gospel of Health, a medical
missionary paper then published by
us, in the January number, 1898, she
tells of the experienee through which
she passed in accepting the position
of this denomination relative to the
Testimonies to the church, or the
Spirit of propheey, In the following
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i}amgraphs she relates this experience
in her own words. Sho said:

“We all bowed in prayer, and I
stated my case to God with as deep
& sonse of need as I have ever known
in my life. All the great and mar-
velous blessings of my life were for
the time forgotten in this present
need, and, as must always be true, I
was heard. The manifesiation of the
power of the Spirit of Ged was as
clear as sunlight, and in that light T
saw the Testimonies as simply a lens
through which to look at the fruth.

Tt at onee grew from a lens to a tele-

scope, a perfeet, beautifwl telescope,
subjeet to all telescopic eonditions
and limitations, directed toward the
field of the heavens—that ficld, the
Bible. Tn its proper office as a med-
ium of enlarged and clearer vision, as
a telescope, the Testimonies had a
wonderful, beautiful, and holy office.
Everything depemds upon our rela-
tion to it and the use we make of

Special Appointments
for October

Home Missionary Day,
October 5

Second Sabbath Missions
Offering, October 12

it. In the hand of the Divine Di-
rector, properly mounted af the right
angie and adjustod to the eye of the
obscrver, with the field clear of elouds,
it wili reveal truths that will guicken
the blood and gladden the heart. My

‘failure has been in undevstanding what

the Testimonies are and how o usc
them. They are not the heavens
palpitating with ecountless orbs of
truth, but they do lead the eye and
give it the power to penetrate into
lhe glories of the mystericus and
lving word of God. 'This has been
the mogt besutiful experience which
las ever been granted me, It grows
on me from day to day.

“I think I feel very much as Galileo
must have felt when with his first
telescope before him he was bringing
himself into position to look, just to
look at first, beyond the stars which
L had seen inte the vast unexplored
field, where worlds on worlds were
keeping rhythmic time to the throb-
bing heart of the Infinite One whose
gtendy sfrokes of power set the pace
for every moving thing. Ths simple
possession of it must have given a
sense of might even before one
glimpse had been taken through it.
He knew that revelations such as eye
had never seem mor ear heard were
awaiting him as scon 2s he humbled
himself to the instrument, acknowl-
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edging its right to control his vision
and fix his eye upon the peint of
observation, I have tried to imagine
how Gralileo’s heart must have throbbed
and his whole soul been filled even
before he obtained one glimpse, and
now I think I know. T have that
sense of power which the possession
of such an instrument must give. Do
you understand me? I realize that my
words fall far short of anything which
I would like to say, but, e¢h, how much
they mean to me! It is a fresh token
of my heavenly Tather’s care, one
more beautiful than I have ever re-
ceived before.

“You think it was wonderful when
the Lord took me ocut of my wheel-
chair, and so it was, but I would be
willing to go back to my wheelchair
if by doing so I eould get another
glimpse of the hitherto unseen such
as this has been fo me., I would go
through fire if T knew that out of it
would come a corresponding revela-
tion of the glory of God and His
love for me. This experience has
given me confidence in this smali
body of people, and confidence in the
organization, I do not belicve that
God would ever have given me to see
the things that I have seen, and to
feel what 1 have felt, to see Him ag T
have seen Him in these cireumstances,
if there were not life and power in
this organization te lif¢ it up out of
all shadow and doubt into the glory
of His presence, and to earry it safely
through. This convietion came to me
with ali the rest, and has made me re-
joice as never before. Amnd I believe
that something just as sweet and just
as rieh ig for cvery one of my brethren
and sisters if they wili only come to
God for it and accept it in His own
way.” D. H. KrEss, M.D.
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!NTO ALL THE WORLD"

/A TSN

The Call to Lay Evangelism

Suggestive Program for Sabbath
Service, October 5, 1940

OPENING SoNg: “Where Are the Reap-
ers?” No, 548 in “Christ in Song.”

ScripTURE Lussow: Matthew 20:1-17.
{For comment, see “Christ’s Object
Lessons,” pp. 896-404.)

PRAYER.

Soxa: “Throw Out the Life Line,” Ne.
544 in “Christ in Song.”

Resping: “The Layman as a Soul
Winner,” by L. II. Jvans.

ReapiNeg: “Laymen Produee Results,”
by W. ¢, Tuarner,

VERBAL REPORT ON LAY EVANGELISM
m Locan TerrrTory., (By a lay
preacher.)

Sowe: “Hold On,” No. 570 in Christ in
Song” (rendered as a duet).,

REapmve: “Hands on the Plow,” by
W, I Berghcrm.

ReADING : “Glo Ye Alse,” by Steen Ras-
mussen,

PLaws POR ORGANIZING A BIBLE TRAIN-
e Cuass, by missionary leader
(see article, “Bible Readings in
Families,” p. 7).

OFFERING for loeal missionary worlk.

Crosing Sowg: “Winning Precious
Souls,” Ne. 536 in “Christ in Song.”

BENEDICTION.

Note to Leaders

The remarkable results that attend
the efforts of lay preachers aud lay
Bible workers in all parts of North
America have been kept in the fove-
front through articles in the Review,
the Curcy OFFICERS’ GAZETTE, the
Lay Preacher {(bimonthly), and in
union conference papers, as well as by
personal mention in scrmon and cor-
respondence. It is most cneouraging
to conferenee executives and to the
chureh membership as a whole to wit-
ness the manifest blessing of God upon
the congecrated endcavors of the laity.
The Lord is ealling for men and women
in all walks and stations of life to
yield to Him thetr talents and capa-
bilities, that e may usc them as mes-
gsengers to proclaim the message dne
to the world in this hour. It is a most

wonderful field of opportunity which is
openéd before ug, and a very new and
blessed spiritual experience attends
all who humbly follow the leadings of
the Ioly Spirit.

Plans for the winter months should
bo well laid for a larger work than
heretofore. Search out openings for
Bible studies, cottage meetings, and
hall efforts, and encourage the church
members to prepare to entcr these
openings. Call for personal cxperi-
enees to be rclated by ehureh members
who have been cngaged in the work.
There is ne incentive more effective
than the report of actually doing the
work. Many more Bible Training
classes should be organized in prepara-
tion for meeting the calls for Bible
studics and to assist in lay-preaching
offorts this fall and winter,

Choose from the articles furnished
as many as can be used to best ad-
vantage in the time allotted, Attention
is called to the filmsirip of 71 frames
for an illustrated lecturc on “The Call
to Lay Evangelism.” If this film can
be made available, it could be an-
nounced as a feature of the midweck
prayer meeting foliowmg or preceding
this S8abbath serviee, This will attraet
attention and decpen interest in the
very important subjeet of lay evan-
gelismm, The film can be obtained from
the Mayse Studio, Station B, San
Diego, California, or the General Con-
ference Purchasing Bureuu, Takoma
Park, D.C. Price, $4; 25 per cent dis-
count. The desenptlon of the slides,
needed in giving the lceturc, will be
furnished free if ordercd.

GeN. Covp. Homg Miss. DepT.

The Layman as a Seul Winner

BY I, H, EVANS
General Field Secoretary

I'TH the exception of the

beook of Titus and the two

books of Timothy, the New
Testament cpistles were written to the
laity. There are many cxhortations
to evangelism in there lnv eni-tles,
showing that those who wrote them
encouraged the church to cnter mew
ficlds and witness for Christ,

The chureh in Jerusalem entered
upon this work of personal witnessing
before the apostles left Jerusalem,
The persecutions by the Jews caused
the mcmbers of the early church to
be seattered abroad, and wherever they
went they were witnesses for God, Im
those days it was personal testimony
that counted most, for there were no
printed Gospels which told albout the
life and death of Christ, no writien
reeords of ITis miracles and teachings,
Men and women went hither and yon,
earning iheir livelihood as best they
eould, improving every opportunity to
tell others what they knew about Jesus.

These witnesses had no set doe-
trincs to preach. The whole message
contrred ooone vercon—Chrict Jesns,
They had heard Him preach, they had
seen His miraclcs performed; theve-
fore they spoke with authority, as
eycwitnesses, and perswaded many to
accept their testimony.

The Bible is the one great book
that has bheem seattered in numerous
lands and whick has wor many souls to
Christ. Laymen have done mueh in
cirenlating the Bible among nonbe-
lievers, In nearly all heathen lands,
laymen have distribnted millions of
eopies of portions of the Holy Bible,
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and many a company of believers has
bheen raised up, and developed into a
strong church, wheve the only work-
man was a lay member.

All through the ages the laity have
boen a mighty power in evangelism,
During the period of the Reformation,
the laity scattered traets and leaflets,
prepared by Luther and his eolaborers,
which set forth tho truth for that
time, A tract-circulation movement
was giarted at Oxford, preeceding the
work of John Wesley and his fellow
workeys, and econtinued for many years
under the labors of Wesley and his
followers, The Methodist Church has
ever placed great cnphasis on the work
of its lay preachers.

Sometimes there have been move-
ments that have seemed to impel the
laity to undertake big things in the
name of the Liord; then there have
been long lulls when little was done by
them, In the Dark Ages hoth the
church and the pulpit scemed wrapped
in a deathlike stupor, with searcely an
awakening voice. Then there ave times
when all seem awake—the mintster and
the church, The times when the
church and the pulpit have slumbered
have been periods of self-gatisfaction
grown into indiffercnee. Like a door
on its hinges, there have been gen-
erations who have lived and died with
no saving mesgage on their lips, no
elarion eall to the church to arouse,
no hard task undertaken.

Since the beginning of the advent
movement, the laity have been active
in soul winning, and thousands have
been brought to Christ through the
giving of Bible readings, lay preach-
ing, and the scattering of literature.

WON THROUGH LAY PREACHING
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Many lay workers can accomplish as
much as the ordained preacher in
bringing souls to Christ. Im the first
place, people will often accept what
the layman teaches with less prejudice
than they would manifest were the
gsame message presented by a min-
ister. They know the layman—they
consider him an honest and devout
neighbor-—and they are ready to listen
to his ieaching with consideration,
Every year many accept the truth
through the labors of laymen in all
parts of the world.

This eoming winter there ought to
be hundreds of schoolhousey and Sev-
enth-day Adventist churches in use by
laymen who preach this truth. What
a mighty movement would follow such
a lead! Laymen can find audiences
who will listen thoughtfully to the ex-
positions of propliecy, and their talks
will bring hope to many hearts. The
romedy for all this twrmoil and war
and financial diffieuty in the world
js given in the prophecies in the
Seriptures, and is there stated again
and again—ithe eoming of the Son of
man, There is no other remedy. If
only we understood what we eould do,
were our souls on fire with the seeond-
advent message, our laymen would
ereate a flame in many sections that
would blaze and enlighten till therc
would be one question on many lips,
“What shall wo do?”

It is not cnough to give money, or
to pray; it is not enough to stand
idle and say, No man has hired me,
There is a field of labor for every truc
Christian if he will but go to work
for God. Tields are white and ready
for the sickle, but the gleaner must °
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go; he musé thrust in the sickle and
reap. What can incite people to work
more than a whitened harvest without
reapers? What ean induce the church
of God to action like the present world
conditions, when men’s hearis are fail-
ing them for fear and for looking
with dread al what is coming on the
earth?

There are many opportunities in
ehureh communities that we let slip,
when we could do gomething to help
others to learn of Christ. There are
business contaets which afford suit-
able ocecasions to speak a word for
the Lord whieh may mean much in
eternity, Busincssmen have szouls to
be saved. They have many serious
thoughts about the future and the
real worth of life. A word, a lext
of Seripture, may arousc a thought
which will never leave fhe person who
hears it, and may eventually lead him
to God. Then there is the soeial con-
tact that most church members have
in their respective communities, They
can speak of Christ, and eonnect the
word of God with the drift of cvents,
These thoughts are now everywhere in
print—in the big dailies, in the
magazines, in leading edjtorials in
influential magazines and papers. We
need not go out with shamefacedness
and apologies for mentioning the signs
of the times. Everyome is considering
them, and is concerned about them.
“What do these things mean%” is the
question on all lips.

Now is tho time when laymen can go
with their Bibles, and try o answer
this universal question raised by
seholars and businessmen and labor-
ing men everywhere, The only satis-

A HAPPY LAY BIBLE WORKER

Somewhere in this group ig a sister who hag guietly and per-
sistently worked among her neighhbors and friends, giving Bible
studieg to many. After ten years#’ work, this bountiful harvest

A lay brother and his wiie (standing at right) are happy to

present a group of new believers won to the {ruth through

personal effort.  The brother is a printer by trade, but finds time

to distribute literature and conduct eottage meetings, and the
first fruits are apparent.

of souls has been gathered in. Burely it pays to visit nelgh-
bors and open before them the word of God,
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factory answer ig that based upon the
word of God, The day of the Lord is
near, and hasteth greatly, It is a
day to be dreaded 'and fecared. Read
Zephaniah 1:14-18.

Many arc so engrossed with pleas-
ures, cares, and financial and secial
respensibilities that they forget that
the great day of the Lord is at hand.
They must be led to rcad and think.
Let us make a special effort this fall
and winter tc take our Biblo and
witness to thc assurance and power of
God’s message to a lost world.

Laymen Produce Results

BY W. G. TURNER
Vice-President, Genoral Conference

TopAY men and wonen are longing
for light and frecdom in Christ, The
task of carrying this message of hope
and echeer is largely in the hands of
our church members, whom God won-
derfully blesses when in humility and
scrvice they dedicate themselves to
Him in behalf of others, “God will do
the work if we will furnish Him the
ingtruments.”—“Lestimonies,” Vol IX,
p. 107,

For the ministry of our laymen I
am ever grateful. In a towm in New
Zealand in which I onee lived, there
was o tiny Adventist church building,
and only a few sisters attended church.
To this center an carnest Adventist
man and his wife came. They cs-
tablished a small business, selling
health foods and treating the sick.
Sensing the smaliness of the church
membership, the apparent lack of en-
thusiastic leadership, and the conse-
quent groove inte which most of the
church members had unconsciously
fallen, this new family began to tell
the folik that came to their shop of
the approaching advent of the Lord.
They did it simply and naturally, and
in n little while Bible studies were
being conducted by them in one of
the near-by homes. Then things be-
gan to happen.

A suecessful furniture manafaeturer,
together with the writer, beeame con-
vinced of the truth and accopted the
Sabbath of the Lord. An accountant
in the town, a man of no religious
experience whatever, gave his heart
to the Lord, and & short time after-
ward began to canvass in a most sue-
cessful and scul-saving way., The sec-
retary of one of New Zealand’s horse-
racing clubs, a young man of un-
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christian  habits and companions,
yielded to the Spirit of the Lord, and
today he is a godly and fruitful min-
ister in the cause of God. Other
inen and women also hecame interested
and joined the little, onc-time-strug-
gling church. Of the fouwr men first
mentioned, all became workers in
Glod’s cause, three as ordained min-
isters,

In this center a strong, active
choreh now plays its part in influenc-
ing this community, Tts new birth
was brought about primarily becausc
one earnest layman and his wife did
the work which is possibie for all
members to do—that of lctting their
light shine just where they were.

Go Ye Also!

BY STEEN RASMUSSEN

Secretary, General Conference Home
Missionary Department

Nowurrs in Holy Writ is therc any
command for people to go to chureh,
but we find that Christ, the great S8hep-
herd of the flock, did eommission His
disciples to go to the peopic. Omn at
least two occasions of which we know,
He organized the discipies into teams
of personal workers, and sent them
out into the highways and market
plaees to talk about spiritual matters
to the people they met,

In the parable of the laborers who
went into the vineyard, we rend that
“abont the eleventh hour he went out,
and found others standing idle, and
saith unto them, Why stand ye here
all the day idlc? They say unto him,
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Beeause no man hath hired us. He
saith unte them, Go ye also into the
vineyard; and whatsoever is right,
that shall ye receive.” Matt, 20:6, 7.

According to figures just tabulated
for the North American field for 1939,
we find that over ome third of our
churches, or more than one thousand
churches, did not add any new mem-
bers during the previous year. This
is an indication that theve are somc
“standing idle” in the market place,
May such hear the call, as did those
of the parable; and the record states
that “when they came that were hired
about the eleventh liour, they received
every man a penny.” Matt. 20:9.
Their reward was the same as that of
those who were hived during the first
houx,

From our contacts with hundreds of
our workers and thousands of our be-
lievers during recent months, we have
become greatly impressed with the
fact that God’s Spirit is guiding and
giving power to our evcI-increasing
army of willing, faithful lay members.
in heeding the eall to greater soui-
winning aetivities. In some pilaces in
which we have been privileged to visit,
it has seemecd to us as though we are
hearing the sounds of the loud ery,
a refreshing of abundance of spiritual
raim.

A community which may not un-
derstand or appreciate the doctrines
which we teach, will understand our
kindliness and our helpfuluess. The
commeon people of Christ’s day heard
Him gladly, especially becanse of His

REPORT OF LAY PREACHING IN NORTH AMERICA
(1st Quarter, 1940)
Lay Preaching Staff Ifforts Meld, Total Attend Persons Unit'g

Union Active TProspeclive Ine. Cot. M’gs During Efforts With Chureh
Atlantic 62 78 27 1,600 92
Canadian 9 7 7 220 4
Central 70 35 59 385 160
Colunhia 2t 33 15 308 129
Lake 34 100 124 6,000 34
Northern 88 65 79 154 76
Northern Pacific o
Pacifie 63 75 89 275 10
Southern 24 35 23 3,327 4
Southwestern 36 52 29 479 121

Total 407 480 462 12,838 730

Norw——The figures for the Atlantle Union represent the year of 1932, as no report
came in for the first quarter of 1940, North Pacific furnished no report for the first

quarter or In the previons year.

The namber of persons uniting with the chureh are

for the entive year of 1939, including the firgl guavier of 1940,

The total atiendance of 12.838 represents the 462 efforts held, or a possible
average of from 30 1o 50 peopie In aitendance ail each effort

The report as a whole is designed to give a_gllmpse of what iz actually being
accomplighed in the field of lay evangeiism, and while this is practieally for one
quarter only, and one entire union is missing, it furnishes a basis for estimating
the total record for 1940, when fuil reports are available,

GENBEAL CONFERENCE HoMp MISSIONARY DEDARTMINT.
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lelpful, sympathetie life and attitude.
He lhoiped the people in their every-
day problems, and thus won thehr eon-
fidence. It ts imperative that this
side of the Master’s life be blended
more intimately with our activities for
the expansion of HMis kingdom,

Every minister and chureh elder
needs the assistance which the layman
can give., If a layman is successful
in his daily work, he can be trained
to do work within and without the
ehureh suecessfully, in winning others
to Clhrigt. The churel that admits
people to membership and gives them
nothing to do, cannot expeet to hold
their loyalty long, In faet, unem-
ployed ehurch members are an indiet-
ment of leadership., Scan the ehurch
records. It is the inactive membeors
who are delinguent in their chureh re-
sponsibilities, who say, “No man hath
Ihired us!” They are the ones who
do not rally in an emergeney, who do
uot eome to prayer meeting, whoe fail
to snbscribe to our denominational
church papers, who are irrogular at
chureh serviees, They could ronder
invaluable gerviee if they were “hired”
and helped to find their place in God’s
program,

In the program of training and
cducating ehureh members for service,
the pastor and the ehureh beard must
be the directing foree. It will be tm-
possible for the pastor, Bible worker,
or church elder to teach zll groups;
but as rapidly as a group of laymen
qualify, they should be put in charge
of groups for training. When group
leaders are selected, they should he
respected. But the pastor and the
board must think of each individual
in the chureh, with all his talents,
as a foree to be invested for the up-
building of the work of God.

We realize that a feeling of sphit-
ual and intellectual inadequmacy pre-
vents many laymen from launehing
out into the deep for God. There i
a vague impregsion among them that
some expertness in theology is neeey-
sary. Laymen who know little about
thoology often make the most effective
soul winners. The fact that they have
had a defipite religious experience
makes them a power for God. Noth-
ing ig so eonvineing to an individnal
who has a spirttual hunger as the
testimony of some other individual
who has had that hunger satisfied.

Therefore, there is one endeavor
which no chureh can negleet and still
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survive. It inust evangelize, or die.
Every ehurch faces the sober alterna-
tive of extension or extinetion. Unless
the ehureh grows, she will perish, Un-
less she carries her ministry to the
onds of the earth, by the active eo-
operation of the laity, she will mot
meet God’s program. If the extension
of the kingdom of our Loxd s to take
wings, o mueh larger number of lay-
men mugt be enlisted and trained to
do the work of evangelists, Indeed,
lay evangelism promises the salvation
of the ehurch itzelf. And lay evan-
getistn offers a field which can never
be overcrowded with workers, and
nothing tmproves the spiritual quality
of the laity like personal evangelistic
work,

To aeeomplish this work, we need
some technique, we admit; bot far
more deeply we nced a spiritual pas-
ston which will impel and compel men
to go out and say, “Come; for all
things are now ready.”

Hands on the Plow

BY W. H. BERGHERM

Associate Secretary, Gen, Corf, Home
Af1ss. Dept.

“No man, having put his hand to
the plow, and looking baek, is fit for
the kingdom of God”” Luke 9:62.
Josug is lere speaking concerning
those who would work for Him in His
kingdom. ‘Three men had come to
Jesus, each of them acknowledging
Him as Lord, and promising his serv-
ico later on. It is not stated that
Jesus accepted any of these men, bul
the seripture docs vecord that Jesus
said that a man who putg his hand to
the plow in the field of serviee, and
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then looks back on the things of the
world, is not a true workman. The
true plowman for Ged is not to turn
back, or even to look baeck, He must
go straight forward, guiding the plow
in a stratght furrow toward the king-
dot.

While driving down & bugy thorough-
fare in 2 large city, we suddenly dis-
eovered we had misged our way, and
decided to turn about. But at each
eorner of the street we were met by a
large sign which read, “No T Turn.””
‘We were on a throngh street, and
“U Turns” were not permitted.

In life there are many avenues
whieh prohibit “U Turns,” The man
and the woman wlo take the solemn
vows of marriage, parents with chil-
dren to train for eternity, the soldier
who enlists for the duration of the
war, the busginessman who invests his
ull in a commercial venture—these all
launeh forth on highways from which
there can be no legitimate turning
back, He who enrolls as a member of
the chureh of Christ likewise enters
upon a road which is marked “No T
Turn.” With the Master as his part-
ner, he s to go forward, keeping his
hands on the plow until the work is
done,

There are two propositions indi-
cated in our text: First, a workman
for Churist, who has laid hold on the
handles of the plowshare of service,
s expected to face straight ahead and
keep plowing., Second, as he plows
he Dbecomes fitted for the kingdom
of God.

Let us eonsider the first proposi-
tion, Some men are inclined to stop
and look back on the work they have
done, and while doing so they lose

Njo MaN, HaviNG PUT

AND LODKING BACK, 1S FIT
FOR THE KINGDOM_,
OF HEAVEN.
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Beated In the center of the middle row is 8ister Van Allen, whose cottage

meetings soon enlarged to become pubiic hall meelings.

talks jed this large group of people to take their stand for the truth,
and a new clhurch has been organized.

A BISTER IN NORTIH DARKOTA CONDUCTS AN
BYANGELISTIC EFFORT
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FAITHFUL EFFORT BEWARDED

A brother and sister in §outh Dakota experienced their

' firsl real thrill in service when this greup signified

their acceplance of the Sabbath truth.
lay workers had mailed the Signa, distributed books
and tracts, held Bible studies, and made missionary
visits, without any indication of results : but suddenly
the havvest appeared. Omne of Lhe woulen in the greup

A series of gospel

For yeals these

donated $70 to pay for sending the Rigns and Present
Truth to her friends, so that they a.so might receive
the message which means so much to her,

sight of the grealer tasky to be car-
ried forward until the close of {he day
when the plewman is called home.
There is no time when a man ean
cease his labor and say that he has
done his share and that it is now time
for someone olse to take hold of the
plow, A worker of long experience
made the remark that he had decided
to stop and let somebody whe had net
been doing anything have a chance as
& soul winner, Thiz man was not ox-
actly looking back, but he was looking
around, which is equally forbidden.
When Moses “looked this way and
that way” (Ex. 2:12) he became
afraid, and fled. In later life, Moses
centered his gaze upon Him who is
invisible, and then he endured the heat
and the burden of the day., As long
as the workman keeps his eyes on
Christ as his example, he will never
gay thail he has done his share, for his
shave is what Christ gives hiin to do,
regardless of what another does. There
is really nothing in all the eategory of
excuses that Heaven recognizes as suf-
ficient for letting go of the plow. Let
us never he found locking “this way
and that way,” to see what others are
doing, but let us look straight ahead
and keep on plowing,

The plow of serviee awaits cvery
ehurch member, -and everyene who
would sharc in the harvest must be
diligent in plowing the soil and scat-
tering the seed. Never was there a
time when the keeping of ovr hands
on the plow was more essential than

now. Iven as we write, kings and
dietators are taiking of the destrue-
tion of the old order of life; founda-
tions are being removed, and darkness
is emshrouding the carth. Surely, te-
day, one of the greatest crimes con-
ceivable would be to cease to sound
the warning message. Today thou-
sands of voices should be lifted in the
proclamation of that warning. “God
will move upon men in humble posi-
tions to deelarc the message of pres-
ent truth. Many suech will be scen
hastening hither and thither, con-
strained by the Spirit of God to give
the light to those in darkuess. . . .
Many, even among the uneducated,
will proclaim the word of the Lord.”
—“Testimonies,” Vol. VII, pp. 26, 27.

“In  eoopevation with their self-
sacrifieing efforts, Jesus will move
upon hcarts, working miracles in the
conversion of souls. Men and women
will be gathered into church fellow-
ship. Meetinghouses will be buil,
and schools established. The hearts
of the workers will be filled with joy
as they see the salvation of God.”—
1d., vp. 27, 28.

The Spirit of God is moving upen
hearts today, and we arec witnessing
the fulfillinent of the assurances set
forth in the paragraph above. In
Christ’s service one receives a training
which imparts strength and develops
character as nothing else can. We arc
told that “those who reject the privi-
lege of fellowship with Christ in serv-
iee, reject the only traiving that jm-

parts a filness for participation with
Him in His glory”—“Education,” p.
£64. Buch is God’s way of preparing
Hig peeple to live with Him amid the
glories of the eurth made new, Al
whoe would share in Christ’s glory
must first share in His sufferings,
which involves wholehearted service,

May God help us te go forward,
keeping our hands on the plow, and
never look back or hecome discour-
aged.

e 4

Bible Readings in Families

INsEPARABLY connected with lay
preaching is visiting from house to
house in search of those who desire
help in studying God’s word. The num-
ber of these anxious souls is legion,
but they must be searched out, and
the “heaven-born idea” of conducting
Bible readings with one or more per-
sons in the guiet of the home inust
become a demonstrated reality. This
is a phase of lay evangelism in which
“hundreds’ and thousands” are to be
actively engaged as we near the close
of time. Teday, as never before, the
men and women in eur churches are
being urged to prepare for this simple,
yet very important and effective, serv-
ice, and hundreds are responding. So
vast is the nced, however, that “every
consecrated heart is called into serv-
iece,” and again the call is sounding
to arouse, “take our Bibles, and go
forth to warn the world.”

The advantages and blessings that
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attend this Bible evangelism work are
set forth in the writings of the Spirit
of proplecy as follows:

“The plan of holding Bible readings
was a heaven-born idea. There are
many, both men and women, who ¢an
engage in this brameh of missionary
labor, Workers may thus be developed
who will beeome mighty men of God.
By this means the word of God has
been given to thousands, and the work-
ers are brought into personal contact
with people of all nations and tongues
The Bible is brought into families, and
its sacred truths come home to the
conscience. Men are entreated to read,
examine, and judge for themselves,
and they must abide the responsibility
of reeeiving or rejecting the divine en-
lightenment. God will not permit this
preeious work for Him to go unre-
warded, He will crown with suceess
every humble effort made in His
name,—“Gospel Workers,” p. 1924,

Preparation Essential
The need for individual preparation
1o engage in lay evangelism is set forth
in the following manncr:

“I have been shown that many who
profess to have a2 knowledge of present
truth know not what they believe.
Thoy do not understand the evidences
wof thelr faith. . .. When the time of
trial shall come, there aremen . . . who
wili find that therc are many things
for which they ean give no satisfactory
reason. ., . . There are many in the
church who take it for granted that
they understand what they belicve,
but, until controversy arises, they do
not know their own weakness, When
separated from those of like faith
and compelled to stand singly an
alone to explain thoir belief, they will
be surprised to see how confused are
tleir ideas of what they had accepted
as truth. . . . Believers are not to vest
in supypositions and ill-defined ideas of
what constitutes truth.”—Id., pp. 298,
298.

The Bible Service Training School

In view of the definite call to eluzeh
members to engage in the work of
giving Bible readings, and the definite
need of being thoroughly rooted and
grounded in the truth and able to give
an intelligent and convineing answer
to all who ask a reason for our faith,
the duty of providing suitable instrue-
tion in the doctrines of the message
and in the art of giving Bible studies
beeame imperative, The following vee-
ommendstion furnighed the basis for
enlarged study plans:

“Whereas, The Spirit of prophecy
clearly points out that ‘every church
should be a training sehool for Chris-
tian workers,” and, Whereas, The train-
ing of the laity at this time deserves
speeial attention in order that we may
reap a more abundant harvest of souls;

“We Recommend, L. That the eourse
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in Bible Evangelism be known as ‘Bi-
ble Serviee Training Sechool,” and that
cfforts be put forth to enlist thousands
of our believers in this course. 2, That
the Home Missionary and Missionary
Volunteer Departments give study to
the preparation and promotion of a
coordinated course of study to inelude
Bible doctrines, denominational hig-
tory, and the ari of giving Bible read-
ings.”’

The above recommendation was
passed in 1937, and was immediately
put into aetion. A eourse consisting
of thirteen lessons—ten in Bible doc-
trines and the simple technique of giv-
ing Bible studies, and three in denomi-
national history, with the necessary
class organization helps—has been
made available in every chuwch, on a
perpetual basis. As soon as one elass
completes the course and certificates of
offieial recogmition are granted, then
another class should be organized for
the benefit of thoge who were not ready
to begin earlier, Tlus the Bible Serv-
ice Training School is operating with-
out break, and the churches are indeed
training schools for Chrigtian workers.
Where the plan ig mnot in operation,
there should be no delay in writing to
the eonference home missionary secre-
tary for information and help in get:
ting started.

Hundreds of certificates have been
sent out from the General Conference
Home Missionary Department to lay
members  who have completed the
course, and the rosults attending these
lay Bible workers in the field of cvan-
gelism are truly inspirving,

Report Rendered by the Teacher of
a Bible Training Class

The féllowing report of a successful
training elass is furnished by an in-
structor who hag a broad vision in com-
bining study with service:

“As soon as I reccived my appoint-
ment as teacher of the Bible Training
elass, 1 began to plan the missionary
program of the chureh for the year,
This involved visiting every home in
the immediate and surrounding neigh-
borhood of the chureh, in soime form
of misstonary contaet, with a view to
locating special interests, 1 studied
the plans for the Bible Training class,
and submitted them to the church
council. They were rcadily endorsed,
and it was voted to furnish funds for
purehasing 16,000 tracts. I then went
to the eity hall and aseertained the
gxact number of homes in the eity. We
learned that the eity ordinance regu-
lating the distribution of lteraturc
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specified that free literature be handed
to the person and not left on the door-
step. The territory was then divided
into distriets, and each member of the
training class was assigned definite
territory.

“With these preliminavies taken care
of, we were ready for business, and
organized the elass. The first class
recitation was on January 22, at which
time we appointed a field day each
week, providing for cack member of
the elass to work his particular terri-
tory and cover it during the time of
the thirteen weeks’ course of instrue-
tion, We started out the first week
and made a personal call at every
home, distributing the first number of
the traets selected.

“At the second class period all the
members were elated by the experi-
cnees they had in the field and were
deeply interested in the classwork which
was to prepare them to eare for the
intercsts whicl they wero sure would
come to light in their territory later
on. Thus we continued our elasswork,
combining with cach class peried ae-
tual work in the field. Each week new
experiences and mnew problems werc
brought to the class to be considered
and solved in conncetion with the ac-
tinal study of doctrines and methods.
I gave the class as mueh help as I
could, and encouraged them fo care for
the interest which became apparent
week by week,

“At the end of fourteen weeks’ study
and work, practically every home has
been supplied with literature each
weck, and 134 Bible studies have been
given by the elass members in the
homes of the people. 8ix members of
the class have one or more regular
readers, and there are openings for
many more Bible studies.

“My belief is that cne of our great-
est needs in all our churches is a prop-
erly conducted training class. I be-
lieve in just the kind of work that is
taught in the book ‘How to Give Bible
Readings.” In my eight years’ experi-
ence ag a Seventh-day Adventist, T
have had the joy of being instrumen-
tal in bringing eighty-twoe souls to a
knowledge and acceptance of the truth.
Most of my endeavor has been along
the line of going from door to door
with my Bible under my arm. By
putting into praetice the instruetion
afforded in the Bible Serviee Training
Course, I have each year witnessed the
baptisin of persons won to the truth,
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“T find that reporting in the weekly
missionary service on the study, experi-
ences, and results of the Bible training
classwork, awakens a new interest in
the church. A live Bible training class
in a church serves as a good antidote
for backbiting, faultfinding, eriticism,
and sleeping sickness, which so of'ten
undermine the spiritual life in our
churehes, The Doreas Society and the
voung people’s soelety are soom en-
listed in service, for the housc-to-house
work brings to light every kind of
need to be met and supplied.

Personal Experiences

ON the part of many church mem-
bers there is a tendeney to excuse
themselves from engaging in the work
of giving Bible studies. Various rea-
sons are given, such as, “I can’t teach
the Bible,” “I don’t know enough,”
“T don’t have time.” In view of God’s
call to the chureh members to do this
work, the provision which has been
made for obtaining imstruction and
experience, and the assuranee of a
vich reward, none of the common ex-
cuses are valid, Those who refuse to
heed the ecall, and to seek the prepara-
tien for, and the actual experience in,
taking the Bible and going forth to
visit people from housc to house to
open up the word of God to the “many
who are on the verge of the kingdom,
waiting only to be gathered in,” will
lose the fervor of their Christian ex-
perience; but those who surrender to
be used will find a new joy and a rich
experience which are of untold value,
as evidenced by the following personal

statements:

1 am thrilled with joy as T sce
eager souls grasp the Bible truths and
make them a part of their lives., The
Lord has richly blessed the efforts of
our group, and as a result a inan and
his wife ave preparing for baptism.
This experience not only has made me
better acquainted with the Seriptures,
but has inereased my faith and enliv-
ened my zeal for soul winning.”

“@Fiving Bible studies in the homes
of the people is the most satisfying
work I have ever found. It inakes me
realiza my own laek and draws ine
closer to Christ.”

“The giving of Bible veadings has
broueght to me new interest in stody of
the Bible. Tn ovder to present the
truth to others, one must make a thor-
ough, personal study of the Scriptures.
This has brought a twofold result—it
has brought real satisfaction in shar-
ing with others, and it has deepened
my own appreciation of the wonderful
truths we have.”

“Tt had always seemed to ine that
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the giving of Bible readings was a
spectal duty of someone else, Under
the pressuve of a heavy program of
professional work, I felt that I had no
time for prepavation, and therefove
gave no heed to opportunities which
presented themselves for Bible studies.
But I was almost forced into giving
studies in the home of a former pa-
tient, and then I began to vealize the
blessed privilege of engaging in such
work. Contrary to what I believed, I
have found that the giving of Bible
studies has not added to my burden.
Instead, I have been able to accomplish
more, and to enjoy @ nearness to my
Saviour which I had hardly realized
before.”

“Studying the Bible in order to pre-
sent an intelligent reason for my faith
has browght deep conviction and
greater inspiration to me. T have
eome to understand many doctrinal
truths in a clearer light and am able
to explain them readily. An unex-
pected blessing has come to me in the
realization of what it means to the
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family in which the studies are given
to know of God’s message of truth.”

The fall and winter months afford
special advantages for Bible Training
classes. More classes should be organ-
ized, more c¢hurch members should pre-
pare themselves for serviee, and
many more Bible strdies should hbe
conducted in the homes of the people
each week. “It is a joyous work to
open the Seriptures to others.” “Opern
the Seriptures to someone that is in
darkness, and you will not complain of
weariness and lack of interest in the
cauge of truth. Your heart will be
awakened to an anxiety for souls, and
joy in the cvidences of the faith wili
fill your heart, and you will know that
‘he that watereth shall be watered
also himself. *——“Christian Service,”
p. 144,

Grx. Conr. HoMeE Miss. DEpy,

Messages From

World Leaders

Following the Master’s Methods

BY (. A. ROBERTS
Vice-Pregident, Inter-American Division

THE lay preacher, it scems, most
nearly follows the example and meth-
ods of the Master., Jesus weni out
among the people with no other equip-
ment than the message He bore and
a life that was in full harmony with
that message. He had no beautifully
furnished halls or buildings, no vested
choirs or expensive instrwments or
other Lelps, and did no advance puh-
lic advertising aside from the ministry
of love which He performed with His
own hands. Thousands knew Him well
beeause of His loving ministry in be-
half of their physical and gpiritual
needs, beforc He began to preach.
[t was largely becanse of this acquaint-
anee that they flocked to hear His
message.

Jesus had no institutions of any
kind to give prestige to His work,
Instead, He personally went out among
the people and served them, in order
that His message might find enfrance
into their hearts. e had no con-
gregations to whom Ife was announced
to speak. He made His own congrega-
tious by the ministry He performed
to alleviate the suffeving of the peo-
ple. And ITe did not cease to gather
Mis congregations by this method,

even though He well knew that many
followed Him from place to place
primarily for the loaves and fishes.
It is hardly probable that He ever paid
rent on a hall, and it is certain that
He distributed no handbills with the
likopess of His faece and with His
name looming large on the front page.
How well He suceeeded without
carthly equipment of any kind, the
rocord of Iis life and work reveals.
Jesus set essentially a lay preacher’s
example, and the lay preacher who
most nearly and fully follows Iis
methods today will gather and hold
tho largest congregations, and will, in
the end, win the most souls.

Our ministers and our missionaries
in the dark places of the mission fields
follow and are confined to the simple
evangelistic methods of the Master, be-
cause they, too, must go out among
the people with no equipment but the
messago they bear and the Bible from
which the message springs, Ofttimes
they approach a town in which eruelty,
hate, and opposition to the truth
abound; they have with them no
woapon save personal ministry to the
sick and the ncedy, and the Good
Book., And love sonquers.

The lay preacher should not seek to
imitate the regular accredited popular
public evangelist of today. Let no
lay preacher seek or-attempt to wear
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another’s armor, good and egsential
though that armor may be for another
mwan. The sole aim of the lay preacher
ghould be to imitate the Master and
His methods. TUndoubtedly, our great
Minister, the Prinee of preachers, the
Saviour of men, had tho layman as
well as the aceredited evangelist in
mind when He set the example for
suceegsful preaching. He surely in-
cluded all

Jesus, in His day, personally eom-
missioned a number of lay preachers,
among whom were the two out of
whom He cast the devils. Hear His
words: “Return to thine own house,
and show how great things God hath
done unto thee.” Luke 8:39, Very
few words of instruction beyond these
words of commission were ever heard
by these laymen. Yet we read that
“the two restored demoniacs were the
first migsionaries whom Christ semt
to preach the gospel in the region of
Decapolis. For a few momeonts only,
these men had been privileged to hear
the teachings of. Christ. Not one
germon from ¥is lips had ever fallen
upon their ears. They could not in-
struet the people as the diseiples who
had been daily with Christ were able
to do. But they bore in their own
persons the evidemee that Jesus was
ithe Messiah., They could tell what
they knew; what they themselves had
seen, and heard, and felt of the power
of Christ, This is what everyone can
do whose heart has been touched by
the grace of God/—"The Desire of
Ages” p. 340. With the Master’s com-
mission alone, and a personal knowl-
edge of their own experience, they
went forth and mads known to “the
whole eity how great things Jesus had
done to him.”

In the work of the early eclurch,
lay preaching featured as a prominent
part. “The first works of the ehureh
were seen when the Delisvers sought
out friends, relatives, and acquaint-
ances, and with hearts overflowing with
love told the story of what Jesus was
to them and what they were to Jesus.”
—8peeial Testimony to Ministers, No.
2, p. 17,

Any lay preacher in any part of the
earth, speaking any language, who is
sure of his commission from Jesus, can
go forth assured of success, whether
his opportunities for a preparation
havs been great or small. He should
naturally counsel with his chureh,
the pastor, or the conference leaders,
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ahout his work, All things should be
done decently and in order. There is
always safety and strength in counsel
and cooperation. The Masfer’s own
methods are essentially the lay preach-
er’s methods, It will surely pay any
lay preacher to follow them.,
% 4
Give Us Faith
BY I, W. MAC NEIL
President, Potowmdac Oonference

WrrTHIN the Hmits of all human ex-
perience this side of the cross, there
have been no darker days than those
in which we now hve. It would be a
daring thing in the light of present-
day conditions to say, as many do,
that all is well; yet we are not alto-
gether lopeless, if we ean hold with
all our might to the faith that God
has planted within us. In the past
men would not believe, It has been
the tragedy of the world ever since
Calvary that men will 9ot believe.

Men would not helieve in railroads.
They called Stephenson a fool and a
knave., The experts went into the
witness box against him and tried
to keep back railroads by terrifying
vigions of a poigoned and burred-up
countryside. Men would not believe
in automobiles. There were steam
cars on the road two gomerations ago,
but the publie laughed at them, and
governments put every ohstacle in
their way., Men would not believe in
flying, In faet, it looks as if every
great achievement of man has heen
foreed upon the human race.
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God’s people need to renew their
faith, Through the increased knowl-
edge of our present day there are
gigns which speak in thunderous tones
to the ehurch of God, saying that all
things are now ready. These signs are
as the handwriting on the wall of a
modern Babylon. Before earrying out
the destructive and cleansing work of
the early ages, sueh as the flood, the
burning of Sodom and Gomorrah, the
destruetion of Jerusalem, God always
warned the peopte of that which was
coming upon them,

We are now facing earth’s grandest
event, the climax of the ages; and
regarding this great event—the second
coming of Christ, the destruciicon of
gin and ths end of turmoil—therc are
more prophecies than regarding all
otherg combined. It is the end, and
we are not without warning.

Just as abundant as the prophecies
and warnings given is the hope held
out to God’s ehildren—grace for every
hour, strenglh for every task, peace
for every trial, and joy in the serviee
of God. He gives us homes and loved
ones, food and raiment, health and
happiness. To meet every great need
there is provided some means or cash;
and no matter how small, it ean still
be divided again, Tet us do faith-
fully the works of our Saviour, and
in the end hear the words of ¥is
graciong weleome: “Come, ye blessed
of My Tather, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation

. of the world.”

Departmental Activities

The Divine Plan

“WrreE the calling of John and
Andrew and Simon, of Philip and
Nathanael, began the foundation of
the Christian church. John directed
two of his diseiples to Christ. Then
one of these, Andrew, found his
brother, and called him to the Saviour.
Phitip was then called, and he went
in search of Nathanael. These ex-
amples should teach us the importance
of personal effort, of making divect
appeals to our kindred, friends, and
neighbors. There are those who for
a lifetime have professed to bhe ae-
quainted with Christ, yet who have
never made & personal effort to bring

even one soul to the Saviour. They
leave &ll the work for the minister.
He may be well qualified for his eall-
ing, but he cannot do that which Ged
hag left for the members of the
chureh.

“There are many who need the
ministration of loving Christian
hearts. Many have gone down to ruin
who might have heen saved, if their
neighbors, common men and women,
had put forth personal effort for them,
Many are waiting to be personally
addressed, In the very family, the
neighhorhood, the town where we live,
there is work for ug to do as mission-
aries for Christ. . . .
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“All who are consecrated to God
will be ehannels of light. God makes
them His agents to communicate to
others the riehes of His grace. His
promise ig, ‘I will make them and the
places round about My hill a blessing ;
and I will cause the shower to eome
down in his season; there shall be
showers of blessing.! ”—“The Deswe
of Ages,” p. 141,

Every church has the responsibility
of carrying the truth to all within
the church’s influence.

The story of the divine plan, as
stated by 8. D. Gordon, will bear
repeating, as follows:

“Somebody has supposed the scene
that he thinks may have taken place
afier Jesus went baek. The last the
earth sees of Him is the cloud—not
a rain eloud, a glory cloud-—that
gweeps down and conceals Him from
view. And the earth has nel seen
Him since, though the old Book does
say that someday He is eoming back
the same way He went away, and
some of us are strongly inelined to
think it will be as the Book says in
that regard.

“But this friend I speak of has
supposed that . . . the Master is walk-
ing down the golden street one day,
arm in arm with Gabriel, talking
intently, earnestly, Gabriel is saying:

« Magter, you died for the whole
world down there, did you mnot¥

[13 rYele

“¢You must have suffered mnuch,’
with an earmest look into that great
face with its unremovable marks.

“{Yes,” again comes the answer in
a wondrous volee, very quiet, but
strangely full of deepest feeling.

¢#:And do they all know about it

“iQh, no! Only a few in Palestine
know about it.so far!’

“ Well, Master, what is your plan?
What have you done about telling the
world for whiech you died, that you
have died for them{ What is your
plan¥

“iWell, the Master is supposed to
angwer, ‘I asked Peoter, and James,
and John, and little Seolch Andrew,
and some more of them down there,
just to make it the business of their
lives to teil othcers, and the others
are to tell others, and the others
others, and yet others, and still others,
until the last man in the farthest
cirele has heard the story and has felt
the thrilling and the thrailing power
of it.’
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“And (labriel knows us folk down
here pretty well. IHe has had more
than one eontact with the earth. He
knows the kind of stuff that is in us.
And he ig supposed to answer, with a
sort of hesitating reluctance, as
though he could see difficulties in the
working of the plan. ‘Yes—but sup-
pose Peter fails, Suppose after a
while John simply does not tell others,
Suppose their descendants, their sue-
eessors away off in the first edge of
the twentieth eentury, get so busy
about things—aome of them proper
enough, some maybe not quite so
proper-—that they do not tell others,
what then?’

“And back comes that quiet, won-
drous voice of Jesus, ‘Gabriel, I
Raven’t made any other plans; I'm
counting on them.”

Although the winning of souls rests
upen the individnal members of the
chureh, yet very few will launch out in
this work unless the church is thor-
oughly organized for such a purpose.

Both the topical and the service
bands are to be organized by the
church board, and the memberskip
list should be gone over and each
member assigned to his place in the
missionary program, “Everyome who
is added to the ranks by eonversion
is to be assigned his post of duty.”
—“Testimonies,” Vol. VII, p. 30.

11

Now with the missionary committee
fanctioning as it ought, the problem
of “Winning One” and then “Another
One” will be solved. Twe ehurehes in
the Southwestern Union stand out as
examples of what can be done when
the right method iz foliowed. Rach
of these churches reaches a high per
capita in the Ingathering, and in cach
there has been eonducted a Bible
Training elass with praetically all
being granted the Bible Training
Course Certifieate. At the present:
time a large nwmber of the elass mem--
bers are at work winning others. In
one church more than 80 per eent of
the members are engaged in soul-
winning work, and each year sees sev-
eral new members added to the chureh.

We have been told that if the mem-
bers of the ehurch will heed the in-
struetien given, great blessings will
follow. “If our people will aet upon
the light that is given in these few
words of instruction, we shall surely
see of the salvation of God. Wonder-
ful revivals will follow. Sinners will
be converted, and many souls will be
added to the church. When we bring
our hearts into unity with Christ, and
our lives inte harmeny with His work,
the Spirit that feil on the disciples
on the day of Pentecost wiil fall on
ug,"—“Testimonies,” Vol. VIII, p. 246.

E, A. MawRY.

Shoeless Christians

HavE you heard the story of the
shoeless town? TFhe name of this queer
town iz Ubique, the Latin word for
“averywhere,)”” A traveling salesman
arrived for the first time at the rail-
way station of this town on a blus-
tering, eold winter morning. There
was an iey, eutting wind and a little
flurry of snow. Fe pulled his heavy
overcoat more snugly about him as
he started wp the street to find the
hotel to which he had been direeted.

The town was beginning to stir
with the activities of the mew day.
Numbers of pecple were on their way
to work or were beginning their

morning shopping in very much the
game manner ag one would expeet in
any town. DBut there was one pe-
euliarity that our traveler immedi-
ately noted about all these whom he
met—everyone was barefooted. What
made it especially puzzling was the
fact that the people did not other-
wise seem fo be poor or backward.
They had their fashionable, warm
coaty and expensive furs, and every
other mark of culture and refinement,
but none of them wore shoes. As a
congequence they hobbled along with
evident discomfort, suffering from
ehilblaing and bruised and bleeding
feot. ;
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Arriving at the hotel, he observed
that here, too, everyome, from the
proprietor to the waiters in the din-
ing room, was barefooted. During
breakfast he fell into conversation
with a very congenial old man who
seemed to have such am intelligent
comprehension of polities and various
other subjects of general interest, that
our visitor at length decided to ven-
ture his question. -

“I bég your pardon,” he said, lean-
ing a bit closer and subduing his
voice, “I don’t want to secm intru-
give, but it seems that no one in this
town wears shoes. I wonder if you
could tell me why.”

The old man gave a pious look
upward and sighed, “Yes, why$” He
seemed perfectly willing to admit that
shoes were most necessary to have,
and that everyone ought to wear
ghoes, and that great inconvenicnce
and discomfort resulted from not
wearing them. But beyond that, it
seemed impossible to get any intelli-
gent explanation of the peeuliar town
custom.

- After hreakfast, our traveler walked
about the streets for s while, just to
become better acquainted with the
place. Ilere and there his attentien
was attracted to a large building,
more artistically comstructed and
more beautifully decorated than the
Test. Seeing a janitor sweeping the
wteps of one of them, he approached
him and asked, “What kind of build-
ing ig this? I noticed several like
it about town.”

“Why, it’s a shoe factory,” the
jamitor replied with evident surprise
at the stranger’s question.

“8o they do make shoes here,” said
the visitor.

“QOh, no, not at all,” the janitor
hastemed to explain. “But one day
out of every seven all the other fae-
tories and business places in town
are cloged, and everybody comes to
these shoe factorics to listem to lee-
tures about shoes and to sing and
pray about them; but mno shoes are
made here, and the people donw’t wear
them.? Then he pointed to a list
of subjects on the bulletin board,
guch as were presented from week to
week by the foreman of the faetery:
“The History of Shoemaking” “Va-
rieties of Leather,” “Various Styles
of Shees,” ete.

More puzzled than ever, the trav-
eler contivued his morning stroll, and
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finally happoned onto an obscure side
streel, where he found a ecobbler at
work in hig little shop. THere he
purchased a pair of shoes, and taking
them to tho man he had met in the
hotel, offered to present him with a
pair. But to his surprise, the mamn
declined the offer, explaining that
none of the best people in town ever
wore shoes; that, in fact, to actually
wear them was considered a sign of
fanaticism <r hypocrisy.

The Moral

And now you have heard the story
of the shoeless town; but more m-
portant, is it the story of your town?¥
of mine? Are you one of these many
foolish people? Am I? The ap-
plication is obvious. DBut it is exag-
gerated, you may say. Well, per-
haps. Allcgories, especially of the
satire type, have a tendency to exag-
gerate. But so do magnifying glasses.
Both help us to see things which we
have not seen before; the purposs of
Dboth is to elarify defective or inade-
quate vision, Awnd who of us does
not need a clearer visiom when it
apmes to seeing himself? May we not
profitably spend 2 few moments fo-
cusing the magnifying glass of thiy
littte story on our own individual
Christian experiences? How clear the
absurdity of mere formalism becomes!
How big those little inconsistencies
of our empty profession really look!
How evideant is the difference between
theory and practice!

There 1s something intensely prae-
tieal about real religion, pure and
undefiled, something akin to the
practicability of wearing shoes—mnot
an ineidental or ernamental part of
our attire to be worn only on certain
oceagions, but shoes! We need Chris-
tianity, not simply as a pleasing ac-
cessory to our persomality, or as an
interesting diversion from our daily
ocoupation. We need it as we need
shoeg—every day. And, oh, how many
are hobbling along life’s pathway
with the evident diseomfort of bruises
that unprotected feet are sure to get
in a hard and stormy world! Think
of it, erippling aleng barefooted—
not in a land of destitute unfortu-
nates, suffering from the darkness of
superstition, but where life has been
ctothed with the beautiful theories of
Christianity, and speech adorned by
its pleasing phrases, where people ap-
pear gpiritually well dressed, rich and
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increased in goods. Under such con-
ditions—barefooted! Are you? AmI¥

In this town of Everywhere, where
you and I are living, it is popular
to believe that true Christianity is a
good thing to have. It is the ac-
copted custom te go to ehurch and
to sing and listen to good sermons
about it, But to know the comfort
and protection of acinally experienc-
ing it—well, that’s different. How-
ever, there are those who do know
the experimental side of if. Refer-
ring to the fignre in our sbory, what
about that humble cobbler on the
little side street, and perhaps others
like him? Somebody im town must
be wearing shoes, or cobblers could
not maintain their business. Thore
must be a few at least who are teo
practical to try to keep their feet
comfortable by simply listening to
leetures about shoes.

In other words, scattered every-
where over this globe of ours are
these practical Christians with a
usable religien, who not only attend
chureh services, but who also enter
whelelieartedly into church aectivities
and missionary campaigns, and who
know in their daily experiemces the
truest satisfaction of being sincere
Chrigtians, Are you one of them?
Am It If not, do we really want to
be, or would we politely dectine to
accept, as did the man in the story
when he was offered shoes—afraid to
be different?

It is our privilege—yours and
mine—to give to the world a life,
in hewever humble a capacity it may
be, that will somehow, by the help
of God, produce its share of that evi-
denes of sincere Christianity for want
of which thousands are langnishing.

% e

The Life That Wins

I the Columbia Istands east of
Panama we have a Brother Archbold.
A firm was looking for gomeene to
operate a large store, and approached
Brother Archbold beeause he has the
reputatton of heing strietly homnest.
He answered: “I camnot take your
store because I am a Seventh-day
Adventist and cammot operate it on
Saturday.”

They urged that Saturday is the
best and busiest day of the week;
but he said, “I know, but if I take
the store it will close on Baturday.”
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In gpite of {hat, they asked lim to
take the store and closc it on Satur-
day.

He went to look at the store and
found a stock of liquor. He told
them, “I canmot sell liquor. 1f i
operate this store, Mquor will have to
go out.” The company agreed. IHe
took over the store, pecplec did their
buying on Friday, and the store has
done well.

They looked for someone to build a
road for the government, a $50,000
job. Brother Archbold was asked to
take it, and he aeceepted it under
certain conditions. Ho hendled the
money honestly and to the satisfae-
tion of the governinent.

When they have an eleetion in that
place, they call Brother Arehbold to
count the votes, because they lLnow
he is trustworthy—=Pacific Union Re-
corder.

A Recent Convert Finds Joy
in Service

WIiTH a sigter a nun, and an
unele a Catholie priest, the acceptance
of the third angel’s message by one
of the members of this Catholie fam-
ily was attended with mueh opposi-
tion. But this woman iz now a stanch
and happy member of the Seventh-day
Adventist Churel, and her greabest
joy is in working for others. She re-
lates a recent expericnee, as follows:

“A  neighbor whose door seemed
elosed to us for study or literature
recently became ill and ealled for me
to eome in, I requested that they eall
an Adventist doctor, but was im-
pressed to first give him a hydrothor-
apy treatment. There was npothing
prepared; so I Inverted a kettle in 2
dishpan of boiling water, placed the
pieces of an old blanket I had ripped
to use for fomentation cloths uponm
the kettle, and soon gave him =2
thorough treatment that checked the
bronehial irritation whieh scomed to
forebode pneumonia and saved hin
from sickness and expense,

“A few days later he said, “You’re
so different from other nurses whomn
T have observed. Do you pray?

“T told him I did, and that I had
prayed while giving him the treat-
ment,

“He said, ‘Then that’s it.” Then he
asked what I wag going to charge
him, I $0ld him that it was but my
duty as a nelghbor, and that I had ne
thought of pay.
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“After my next call, he said he
had a package for me to tzke home,
which T found contained grape juice
and a eczke, and upon the cake was
an envelope in which was a $5 bill. I
was in need of a new pair of shoes,
that I might attend chureh, and here
wag my answer to prayer; but better
still, a way is mow open to give Bible
studies to thiz Catholic family.

“A sgigter member of our church and
I next went to sce & woman on whom
a colporteur had recently called.
There was sickness in her home, which
led us to talk sbout the earth made
new, where there will be no more
sickness; and then we gave a study on
Daniel 2.

“T am so glad that T am learning
to give Bible studies and to do medi-
cal missionary work for our Lord.”

Confronted by a Good-Sized
Audience

WE marvel at the work that
the Lord is accomplishing by means
of humble lay members in Mexieo.
T.ast year while we were {raveling
in the southern part of Mexico a
young man accompanied us to help in
the tramsportation of our baggage.
We d4id not think then that he eould
be used in a special way to proclaim
the message; but a lelter recently rc-
ceived from the superintendent of the
mission relates this experience.

This yowng man, accompaniéd hy
another young man, who had recently
accepted the message, visited an In-
dian town in the state of Chiapas.
While he was cating his evening mesl,
hig friend visited from house to house
telling the people that a man had come
to town who would speak that night
concerning the coming of Christ, and
inviting them to be present. Ie made
the announcement without authoriza-
tion, and his friend knew nothing
about it. When he rose from the table
he was surprised to see people coming
from every direction. They continued
te come until sixty were assembled,
He silently prayed to the Lord and
said, “Lord, T have never spoken be-
fore such a Jarge group as this”

Ilowever, the Lord gave him cour-
age, and he began to speak, and the
Holy Spirit enabled him to presens
the message with power,- As a result
of this meeting, twenty-five persons
were converted, and this company is
now calling for.a. }_vorker:’ .

© - 0B, Woon.
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“A Tract a Day” in North China

AT the recent biennial segsion of
the North China Union Mission it was
proposed that we urge our church
members o engage in the “Tract a
Day” eampaign. But soon someone
diseovered that it would take séveral
hundred dellars to finanee sueh a
campaign for the two thousand and
more members of the church in North
China. And go for the time being the
plan was shelved, On one of the last
days of tho meeting Brother Rebok
again introduced the subjeet, saying,
“Maybe we can’t afford to send all
our members out to distribute a tract
a day, but I'm wondering if there is
anyone here who would be willing to
use ten dollars’ worth of the series of
eight sumple traets, promising to su-
pervise his ehureh members in a sys-
tematic door-to-door distribution of
these tracts among their friends and
neighboers.”” A number of hands shot
up, It was a question of who was
firgt in responding to the oppor-
tunity,

A brother rose and said: “I have
ten dollars that I°d like to put to work
in that same way, but I want someone
to go into partnership with me, If
anyone will provide five dollars, I'll
give five, and in that way my ten dol-
lars will be doubled.” Thig offer was
immediately aceepted by Pastors Shen
and Chang of the Shantung Mission.
Then another and another of these
“partnerships” was formed,

In just & few minutes’ time some-
thing over $200 was pledged to this
good work, North China church mem-
bers are to be provided with 200,000
traets to be distributed in this super-
vised and systematic way in the neigh-
borltoods surrounding our echurcheg
and chapels. The plan is for each
ehnrch member to be supplied with
seven fraets each Sabbath day. These
are to be given out to seven neighbors
or friends. The following week the
second tract of the series will he given
to these same people. And so0 on, until
the whole series of eight traets has
been distributed. Then the work will
be transferred to another neighbor-
hood. While we are not able to rcach
the gozl of “A Traet a Day” by every
member of the ehurch in North China,
we do rejoiee that this very year our
chureh members in that union will
bring the message to at least 25,000
homes, E. L. LoNGwWAY,
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] Weekly Church Missionary Services

October 5—Preaching the. Word

On Eddystone ILighthouse may be
foend the following inseription: “To
Give Light and Save Life.” 'This
famous lighthouse, built on a partice-
larly dangerous rock in 'the English
Channel, throws out great beams of
light, that it might save life. So with
the Christian. He is sent to save life,
and he can accomplish ii only as he
gives light. A darkened lighthouse
would never save a life, but it might
cause the loss of many. So it is with
a Christian who does not radiate light.
“Ye are the light of the world.”

We are told that it is the emtrance
of the word that giveth light. (See
Ps 119:130.) Therefore the husiness
of thogse whe have that werd iz to
preach it. The instruetion to every
member is simple and elear. “Church
mempers, lot the light shine forth.
Let your voices be heard in lhumble
prayer, in witness against intemper-
anee, the folly, and the amusements of
this world, and in the proclamation
of the truth for this time. ¥Your
voice, your imfiuence, your time,—all
these are gifts from God, and are to
be used in winning souls to Christ.”
—estimondes,” Vol. IX, p. 88.

(We suggest that referenee be made
at this time to the number of mem-
berg in your church who are reporting
members, impressing upon all the im-
portance of each person’s letting his
light shine in response to the mission-
ary commission.)

October 12—Personal Bible
Evangelism

“They, contineing daily with one
aceord in the temple, and breaking
bread from house to house, did eat
their meat with gladness and single.
ness of heart.” Acts 2:46.

The next verse states that the Lord
added converts daily to the eckureh,
even all such as were helng saved.
‘When they began laboring from house
to howse, eonverts appeared daily.
(tod’s plan for soul-winning labor and
the eonditioms of suecess have not
changed with the passing of time,
‘Whon the church beging to witness in
the houses of unbelievers today, a veri-
table’ Pentesost will follow. We are

told: “Many workers are to aset their
part, doing house-to-house work, and
giving Bible readings in families,”—
“Testimonses,” Vol. IX, p. 141, “God
will not permit this precious work for
Him to go unrewarded, He will cxown
with success every humble effort made
in His name.’-*Gospel Workers,” p.
198,

Last year there were nearly one half
million Bible readings given by the lay
members of the North American Divi-
sion. 1t is a joyoes work to open the
Seriptures to others, a work that yields
big returns, May we not appeal for
a greater partieipation in this heaven-
born plan? How many Bible readings
wera condueted in your chureh last
month? How many individual mem-
bers in your elurch are giving Bible
readings?

October 19—Missionary
Experiences

In a Southwestern State a home
missionary worker stood at the door
of a humble cotiage with a Bible un-
der his arm. “No, no,” shouted the
woman of the house; “I have told you
that s Protestant. I wouldn’t take
that bhook if you stood on your head
explaining it to me,” Recalizing there
wag little he could do, our brother
stopped talking and prayed. Then
from its pages he quietly began read-
ing the word, “Let not your heart be
troubled: ye believe in God, beliove
also in Me. In My Pather’s house are
many-—"' e siopped, for her hand
was already reasching out for the book,
The pewer of the word had done what
he couldn’t, and now she wanted =
book that had in it words like these.
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The power of the word had softoned
the heart of a sinner. Perhaps you
have had experiences, too, in which the
word of God touched hearts and led
them to ask for more, This is expe-
rienee day. Let the time be used for
a few brief experiences relative to the
way the power of God’s word changes
the heart.

October 26—Training Lay Bible
‘Workers

In a large and fashionable Protes-
tant church located in a Western eity
a minister reeently gave out twenty
subjects upon which he would be will-
ing to preach. The audience was asked
to register its choice by ballot. The sub-
jeet receiving the highest number of
votes was the second coming of Christ,
This is but one of & host of evidences
that people today are ready to listen
to a voice that can sct forth the great
truths of God. Multitudes are really
hungry for the great truths—the re-
turn of Christ, the law and the gospel,
where arve the dead? et cetera.

‘With these many avenues of service
daily opening before us, with an ever-
inereasing number of homes now ready
to hear the message which Beventh-
day Adventists have to give the world,
how important it is that more and
more of our people be properly pre-
pared to give this help and be sent
forth in lay Bible work. A short
course embracing methods of labor,
denominational history, and doetrines
has been prepaved for this purpose.
Seven hundred fifty-four certificates
were issued during the last twelve
months by the Geuneral Conference to
those who completed this course. There
are many thousand more who shounld
enlist in this precious work.

We read: “The people have had teo
much sermonizing; but have they been
taught how teo labor for those for
whom Christ died? Has a line of
labor been -dovised and placed before
them in such a way that each has seen
the necessity of taking part in ‘the

work §'—“Testimonies,” Vol. VI, p.
481, :
Note: It would be well jo inguire

concerning the number who desire to
enter inte this training work. If a
class ig not now being conducted, per-
haps such a class could be organized.
For mformation coneerning textboolk,
teachers’ outline lessons, enrollment
blanks, elass record, ete., write to the
eonference home missionary secretary,
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OFFICERS’ NOTES

October

The Homestretch

T the beginning of this year

you put forth every effort fo

enroll every one of your young

people in the Bible Year and
Morning Wateh projeets. You suc-
ceeded quite well. If all your young
people enrolled, you have many things
for which to be thankful. At any
rate, you did your best.

That was hime months ago. Of
eourse, during these mine months you
have kept the importance of this
Morning Wateh habit before them,
but now we are coming down to the
homestroteh of the year. Omly a short
time and the old year will pass into
oblivion. How many of your young
people who started to observe the
Morning Watch and Bible Year nine
months ago are continuing this wor-
ship? How many have “petered out,” as
we often say? How many are mercly
limping along? Are there very many?
How many are gtill going strong? Do
vou knowy This is a good time to
make an observation amd bring all
into line again, so that they may all
finish the year in a strong, triumphant
way.

No, your young people cannot af-
ford to let down on these two cssen-
tials, They must form the habit and
practice it daily—overy morning of
the weck, every morning of the menth,
every morning of the year—yes, every
morning of every year; for in fhe
word lies the souree of all power.

D, A. Ocus.

H. 5. L—Opportunity

TrE long winter evenings which will
soon be upon us are rich in opportu-
nity for the yomng people of the
church. The Home Study Institute,
which is the Extension Division of the
Associated Colleges of Scventh-day
Adventists, i the angwer to many an
isolated young man or young woman
who dees not find it possible fo at-
tend one of our schools. There may
be some young person in your church
who is disappeinted in not being able
to reenter the aeademy or college
thiz fail. To these the HMome Study
Institute brings the opportunity of
education to ftheir very door.

Also, all the long winter evenings
present excellent opportunities for
study and self-improvement, Officers,
mention the Home Study Institute in

the society meeting at least once each
week during October and November.
Send for a catalogue containing the
courses of study.

In times like these none can tell
how long the oppertunities for obtain-
ing an education will be available to
young men and young wemen. Let us
make the moest of these opportunities
now. A letter addressed to the Home
Study Tnstitute, Takoma Park, Wash-
ington, D.C., will bring a catalogue
or a letter of information in response
to your inquiry. A. W. P.

How to Make the M. V. Society a
Success—No. 10

The “Holding Features’

OnE of the fundamental aims of the
Missionary Volunteer Society is that
of encouraging the formation of those
habits of prayer, Bible reading, and
study which will eultivate and enrich
the spirit and the mind of the young
poople of the church. At the very
beginning of the Missionary Volun-
teer Department in 1807 were estab-
lished those “holding features” which
were to distinguish the work of the
Missionary Volunteer Soelety throwgh
the years. These holding features
fall inte two classifications: the de-
votional features and the educational
features.

The devotional features inelude the
Morning Wateh and the Bible Year.
The Missionary Volunteer Sceiety en-
courages every Missionary Volunteer
to observe the Morning Wateh, that
¢uiet titne of devotion and fellowship
with Ged early in the morning before
the mind and heart become burdened
with the aetivities of the day. As a

guide and help for the Morning Wateh

appointment with God, the Missionary
Volunteer Department has published
for years the Morning Watch Calen-
dar. Before the opening of the new
yoar, the society should see that every
member is supplied with one of these.
At frequent intervals, im one way or
another in the society meéting, encour-

age the practice of the Morning .
Watch,

Another devotional feature is that
of the Bible Year. Certainly every
Christian ought to become familiar
with his Bible and ought to feed upon
the Dread of life regularly. For thig
reason the Missionary Volunteer So-
ciety should encourage each member
to read a portion of God’s word cach
day. In the back of the Morning
Wateh Calendar is a check list for
the gystematic reading of the Bible,
The Morning Wateh and the Bible
Year go hand in hand. A society that
conscientiously fosters the devotional
features will make steady spiritual
growth. ‘

The purpose of the oducational
features is to encourage good reading
and study habits, Reading courses
have been provided for the various
age levels., The Primary Reading
Courses are for the use of parents in
the heme with their small children.
The Junior Reading Courses are for
Junjors. The Senior Reading Courses
are for Semior Missionary Velunteers.
These hooks are chosen with great
care, and the committee endeavors to
provide a variety of reading in each
course; for example, a devotional
book, a book on science or nature, a
book on migsions and travel, and a
book of hiography. The young man
or young woman who reads the Read-
ing Courses from year to year will
acquire a rich fund of infermation
and will form valuable reading habits.

The Junior Standard of Attain-
ment and the Senior Study and Serv-
ice League include the study of Bible
doetrines and our denominational his-
tory. The Study and Service League
ineludes also the reading of the very
ingpirational book “Fishers of Men,”
and the giving of five Bible readings.
The purpose of this, of course, is to
lead one inte aggressive soml win-
ning. : '

Al through the years, too, the
Young People’s Bociety has emconr-
aged the reading of the ¥outh’s In-
stractor, for it can be said, without
boasting, that in the field of periodi-
cals for youth, the Youth’s Instructor
stands without an eqnal.

In the organization of the work of
the society, provision should be made
for the systematic fostering of these
various “holding features.” Years
ago the plan was adopted that the
society executive committee should
appoint a devotional secretary, whose
bLusiness it would be to foster the
devotional features im the society
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throughout the year, and an edueca-
tional sceretary, who would promote
the educational features among the
members of the society. The educa-
tional and devotional secretaries are
members of the soeiety executive eom-
mittee,

At frequent imtervals the society
executive committee should give study
to the promotion of these holding fea-
tures in the society. Opportunity,
shouid be given frequently to these
devotional and educational secretaries
to promote these features publicly.
On one Sabbath the Morning Watch
might be emphasized, on another, the
Bible Year, on another, the Reading
Course, on another, the Study and
Service League. Interesting things
about the Bible might be given from
fime to time, or cxcerpls from the
Reading Course books, or a short quiz
over o small portien of some lessen
in Bible doctrines or deneminatienal
histery. Of course, the devotiomal and
educational secretaries will do & great
dezl of personal work to encourage
individuals to engage in these activ-
ities.

When certificates of recognition are
to be distributed, the oeeasion for the
passing out of these certificates should
be planned se that it will inspire oth-
ers and give adequate recognition to
the eompletion ¢f the course.

For the fostering cof these holding
features in the socicty, we would ree-
ommend the follewing M. V. leaflets:
for Senicr Missichary Volunteers,
M. V. Leaflet 16, “The Senicr Bible
Year;” for Junior Missionary Velun-
tecrs, M. V. Leaflet 17, “The Junior
Bible Year; for all, M. V. Leaflets
18, “Bible Study;” 19, “The Morning
Wateh;” 33, “Peril or Profit in Read-
ing;” 34, “What Shall I Read?” 35,
“Missionary Volunteer Reading
Courses;*¥ for Juniors, M. V. Leaflet
13, “#Junior Standard of Attainment
Manual;” and for Senior young peo-
ple, M. V. Leaflet 9, “Misslonary
Volunteer Study and Bervice League,”

The fostering of these holding fea-
tures will contribute immensely to the
suecess of the Missionary Volunteer
Society. A WL P

e %
Holding the Ropes

H olding the ropes

0O n which hang our hopes,
L et us finish the work.

D ate anyone shirk?

I ngathering is the ecall;
N othing need appall—

G o get your goall

T ime to work now!
H ang on to the plow,
E very chureh win somehow,

etreat? Oh, no, never!
nward to viciory ever.
ress on wilth new vision,
ach with stronger decision.
ave our missions!

~—Potomac Conference Promoter.
4 e

“You will be hetter by giving oth-
ers your best.”

wEhO N
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The Conflict Through the
Ages
(Program for October 5)

BY TOSEPHINE CUNNINGTON EDWARDS

Note to Leaders

The speakers chosen for foday may
find in the hecks mentioned helew
wuch helpful material en the specifie
subjeets of their talks. Scmetimes
they may wish to incorporate in their
presentation of the topic a direct quo-
tation or mere from the writings of
the Spirit of prephecy. This will aid
in making the subject even more im-
pressive. A c¢horus or a quartet may
ging the songs mentioned.

LEADER (introduetion): “The Great
Controversy,” by Ellen G. White, In-
troduetion, pp. v to xii.

PIReT SPEAXKER: ‘“Patriarchs and
Prophets,” by Ellen G. White, chap-
ters 1-3.

BEcoND SpmaxER: “Patriarchs and
Prophets,” chapters 7, 8, 10, 11, 21, 22,

THIRD SpEAXER: “Patriarchs and
Prophets,” ehapters 25, 26, 33,

FourTH SPEAKER: “Patriarchs and
Prophets,” chapter 44.

FirrH SpEsakEr: “Patriarchs and
Prophets,” chapters 62, 65, 69, 70,

SixTE  Srpaker: “Prophets and
Kings,” by Ellen G. White, chapters
37-39.

SEvENTII SPEAKER: “The Desire of
Ages,” by Ellen G. White, chapter 4.

EigaTH SPRAKER: “The Degire of
Ages,” chapters 9-16.

NinTil SPEAXER: “The Great Con-
troversy,” chapters 2, 3.

TENTH SPEAEER: “The Great Con-
troversy,” chapters 38, 40.

M, W. M,

The Conflict Through the Ages

LEADER:

THs program which we are present-
ing will take you in faney from the
beginning of the great conflict be-
twoeen good and ovil in the Garden
of Eden, through the ages, like a
mighty kaleidogscope unfolding the
plan of God fer His saints. Imsidi-
ously, threugh it ali, lie, coiled like
a gerpent, the horrible machinations
of Batan, At last with glorious tri-
umph the people of Ged are ushered
into the everlasting veign of peace.

Pianist begins to play softly, “Beau-
tiful Valley of Eden,” No. 850 in
“Christ in Song.” While the music con-
tinues, the following toll is gwen:

Firsr SPEAKER:

It was in the long, long ago that the
Lord God planted a garden eastward
in Eden, There He placed a sinless
pair of human beings to dress the
garden and to keep it. But the devil
tempted Adam and Eve to rebel
against the hely law of God, and they
were driven from their Paradise home,

Then man for the fivst time was
foreed to face the realities of sinful
life. There weve thorns and thistles
and weeds, and 2 stubborn soil to tili
for daily bread. Scemetimes, in the
cool ef the evening, we can imagine
the disappointed man and his wife
weuld go past the forbidden garden
home and gaze longingly in at the
fruitladen trees, the gardens, and
the green pasfures. But they had sold
it all, that they might know good and
evil,

CHORUS OR QUARTET sings omne
stanza: “Beantiful Valiey of Eden.”

Piandist plays softly: “The Pass-
over,” No. 38 in “Christ in Song.”
SECOND SPEAKER:

Time fled on. The flood came, and
sinful man was destreyed from off
the face of the earth. Then the tower
bof Babel was built in the plaing of
Shinar, Here the languages of the
world began, People separated them-
gelves into greups, and again evil be-
gan te abound. The Lord had to lock
the whole world ever to find a man
worthy to represent His name,

Over in Ur of the Chaldees, God
called Abraham to leave his father’s
house and go out t¢ a land which he
would afterward receive for an in-
hevitance, Isanc was bern. Jaccb was
horn. JFoseph was carried captive into
Egypt. Then the children of Isracl
went through a terrifie trial. For
more than two hundred years they
wore slaves and menials in the land
of Egypt, until a deliverer avese to
bear them out of Egypt’s darkmness
and despair,

CHORUS OR QUARTET wiugs: “The
Passover.”

Piamst  softly plays: “Pillar of
Fire,” No, 529 in “Christ in Song.”
THIRD SPEAKER:

Threugh the Red Sea God led them
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on, fighting their foes, giving them
bread to eat and water fo drink, They
received the law from the hand of
God. They had the closest contact
with God that man had bad since
Eden. One marvelous thing about
their journeyings was the fact that
their clothing did not wear out. At
all times was the presenee of God
over them—a fiery pillar, by night and
a cloudy pillar by day.

CHorUs ok QUARTET sings: ‘“Pillar
of Fire,”

Pianist softly plays: “Jordan's
Stormy Banks,” No. 905 in “Christ in
Song.”?

FoURTH SPEAKFER:

At last they stood on the hanks.of
the river Jordan and locked aeross
at the beautiful Promised Land. [t
appealed to them, with its rolling bills
and green meadows. Ouly to ervess the
Jordan, and then a weary and wander-
ing people would be safe at home at
last.

Crorus or QUARTET sings: “Jor-
dan’s Stormy Banls.”

Pianist plays softly: “The Lord Is
My Shepherd,” No. 666 in “Christ
in Song.’
¥1rTH SPEAKER:

The children of Israel were settled
in Canaan’s fair land, and the country
was conquered. Israel was at the peak
of her peace and prosperity, for the
king who sat on the throne was the
shepherd king, Davidl—a man after
God’s own heart. His soul was filled
with music and his heart was filled
with love for the ali-wise and gra-
cious God. He it was who led Isracl
into a truer worship of God, and his
own son Solomon built the magnificent
temple,

CHorUS oOR (QUARTET sings one
stanza of “The Lord Is My Shepherd.”

. Pianist plays softly: “The Hand-
writing on the Wall’’ No. 48.

SIXTH SPEAKER:

But Isracl soon forgot the noble
example of good King David, and
drifted into a peried of idolatry.
They forgot the Lord whe fod them in
the wilderness and whe went with
them throughout their forty years of
wandering., Groves were planted for
false pgods. Heathen altars were
erected. The prophets of God were
driven away and slain. Then the
anger of the Lord was kindled against
His erring people, and He allowed
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their enemiocs to prevail against them,
A great multitude of captives were
driven into Babylon to serve a heathen
king. But God brought out His truth
in the captive Daniel, who witnessed
for God before the greatest king of
all the earth.

CHORUS OR QUARTET sings:
Ilandwriting on the Wall.”

CHANT: “His Mercy Endureth,” No.
464, by speaker and ehorus or quartet.

Pianist plays softly: “Little Town
of Bethlehem,” No. 348.

“The

SEVENTH SPEAKER:

Every Jewish mother had fond
hopes that her son would be the Mes-
sial. That a dcliverer would come
and break the galling yoke of Rome
was the hope of the whole Hebrow
unation. The honor of being mother to
the Son of God eame to a virgin of the
lineage of David in the little town of
Nazareth.

Mary and her husband, Josepl,
were compelled by law to go to Bethle-
hem to pay taxes to the great Caesar
Augustus. The night of their arrival
they sought in vain for a place to
stay, but there was no room. After
they found refuge in a stable, the
world’s Redeemer was bhorn. The
young mother wrapped Him in swad-
dling elothes and laid IHim in a
manger.

CHORUS OR QUARTET sings: “Little
Town of Bethlehem.”

Pianist plays softly: “He Did Nof
e in Vain,” No. 63,

E1GHTH SPEAKER:

Jesus Christ lived a pure and
holy life. He endured sorrows and
privations, In the facc of sneers and
threats, e went about doing good.
Ile taught the people practical les-
sons of doing good which they had
never heard before from their selfish
leaders. He caused the blind to see,
the deaf to hear, and the dumb to
tatk, Lepers were cleansed. Demons
were cast out. He even reached His
healing hand into the tomb and
brought forth thosc who were in the
prison house of Batan.

(Heve speaker pauses for duet:
“0Oh, Love That Wil Not Let Me Go,”
No. 230 in “Gospel in Song’”)

Yet the world received Him not,
He who had come to give ¥ife received
death ag His portion, and it was the
most ignominious of deaths.
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CHORUR OR DUET sings:
Not Die in Vain,”

Pianist plays softly : “Faith of Our
Fathers,” No. 678 in “Christ in Song.”

“He Did

NiNTHE SPEAKLR:

The Master left His sorrowing dis-
ciples, and still the seroll of the ages
continuned to unfold. Sueh dreadful
events as were seen by the sorrowing
angels of God! By the stake, the fire,
the sword, by wild beast, and on the
eross, the saints of God were put to
doath. They were flayed alive; they
were cast into vile dungeons to waste
away and to die. But the faithful pen
of God recorded every evil deed per-
formed against His children. His lov-
ing heart was melted at the sight of
their pain and distress, The blood
of the marfyrs was a seed sown which
gprang up and bore fruit umto life
eternal.

CHoORUS sings: “Faith of Our Fa-
thers.”

DPranist plays softly: “Gleams of
the Golden Morning,” No, 8§92.

TENTIL BPEAKER:

Then the time of the end drew on
which had been foretold by hoary
secrs centurics ago, The first angels
message was sounded. The second
angel’s message was heard. Then came
the dreadful disappointment of 1844
—fast followed by the developing of
the remnant people, who were the pro-
pounders of the third angel’s message,
the peculiar treasure of God, who
were to keep the commandmenis of
God and have the Spirit of prophecy.

QUARTET sings: “Gleams of the
Golden Morning.”

Pianist plays softly: “To Be There”
No. 902,

ELEVENTH SPEAKER:

{Reads or recites selected seriptures
from Revelation 21 and 22 which de-
seribe the New Jerusalem,}

CHORUS sings: “To Be There.”

W e
Sacrifice

WHEN he has more than he ean eat,
To feed a stranger’s uot a feaf,

‘When he hag more than he can spend,
It isn’t hard to give oy lend.

Who gives but what he’ll never miss
Will never know what giving is.

He'll win few praises from his Lord
Who does but what he can afford.

The widow’s mite to heaven went,
Because real sacrifice it meant.

—Bdgar A. Guest,
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Where Reverence Is Due
(Program for October 12)
BY MRS, A. E. KING

Praver SowNa: “Into My Heart,” No.
30 in “Missionary Volunteey Songs.”

Hyuw: “Speak, My Lord,” No. 73 in
“Misgionary Volunteer Songs.”

SEVERAL SENTENCE PRAYERS.

SrECIAL MUSIC.

ReporTS: By seeretary, band leaders,
individuals.

OFFERTORY.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

LEADER'S REMARKS.

PoeM: “Roverence.”

TALk: “Revervence Due the House of
God.”

Targ: “Honer Due God’s Ministers,”
(See Junior program, p. 26.)

TaLk: “Reverence in Prayer.”

SpucIAL  Music, er HyMn: “The
Larger Prayer,” No. 26 in “Mission-
ary Velunteer Sengs.”

PoEM: “T Prayed.”

TaLg: “Some Things
Sacred.”

Hywmw: “Give Me the Bible,” No. 59
in “Missionary Volunteer Songs.”

PENEDIGTION.

Notes to Leaders

The subject, “Where Reverence Is
Due,” i a much broader topie than
we are able to develop fully in the
limited gpace in the GazerTe, Addi-
tional tepies conld be presented, such
as “Parents,” “Government,” “Those
in Authority,” and if you desire, and
have the time in your meeting, you
may use the topie, “Honor Due God’s
Ministers,” te be found in the Jumior
program,

1f possible, have one ilustrated
song for today.

Leaflcts needed fer the subjoect,
#“Some Things Which Are Sacred,” are
M. V. Leaflets 54, 55, and 56. As
leaders of youth, we ean do mueh to
instill in the hearts cf the young the
reverence which iz due the saered
things of life. Wo live in a time when
nothing appears to be sacred. A cyni-
cal attitude teward life and its stand-
ards is prevalent. Reverence is being
educated out ef the human heart.
Doubt and eriticism seem to be gain-
ing the upmer hand. The minds of
youth are being filled with question-
ings, and the faith that omee charac-
terized the rank and file of Seventh-
day Adventist ycuth is wavering in
many instances,

This pregram is placed in your
hands with the prayer that it may
help te raise upom a higher plane the
standard of thinking and aecting
toward sacred and divine things.

% W

BReIN each day with prayer; open
the RBook of God and let the light
from Jesus shine on your path. Open
the windows of your soul te heaven
and let the light from above fall
upon yeur life.—E, M. Noyes.

Which Arve
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Reverence

Lorp, may [ enter Thy house of prayer
Asg though I sensed Thy presence there,
And felt Thy power and majesty,
Though plain and humbie the piace

may be,

And know that angels from heaven above

Have heen sent to earth with the Sav-
iour’s love.

O Yord, forbid that evil eye

Should eriticize the passer-by

That I mi tongue should lose control
And speak a word to harm a soul;
Or that my ears be bent to hear
The ill report of nelghbors dear,

But may I think of theughts sublime;

In prayer and praising spend the time

In listening to Thy word so dear,

Which fills my heart with godly fear

And tunes my life of gojourn long

To worghip with the heavenly throng.
—W., E. Bement,

Reverence Due the House of

God

(Read the chapter
House of God,” in
ume V, pp. 491-504.)

“To the hamble, believing soul, the
house of Gtod on earth is the gate of

in the
Vol-

“Belaviar
“Togtimonies,”

heaven”

Eeel, 5:1; Lev. 18:30.

“When the worshipers enter the
place of moeting, they skould do so
with decorum, passing quietly to their
seats. . . . Common talking, whisper-
ing, and langhing should not be per-
mitted in the house of worship, either
before or after the service. Ardent,
active plety should characterize the
worshipers,

“If seme have to wait a few minutes
before the meeting begins, let them
maintain a true spirit of devotion by
gilent meditation, keeping the heart
uplifted to God in prayer.”—Tesii-
montes,” Vol. V, p. 492,

Visualize, if you will, our chureh serv-
ice free from the uswal buzz and unnee-
essary noise that takes place while we
are walting for the minister to come
from the reom in which he and others
are gecking Cod for a blessing upen
the waiting congregation. What bless-
ings would attend cur meeting if the
people, as well as the minister, were
spending thoso walting moments in
geeking for the Sabbath blessing.

“Sometimes young men and women
have so little reverence for the howse
and worship of God that they keep
up a continual ecmmunieation with
each other during the sermen. Could
these see the angels of God looking
upon them, and marking their deings,
they weunld be filled with shame, with
abherrence of themselves”—Id., p.
493.

A few years ago a group of cel-
lege students started to the eity of
Washington to meet the President,
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Each one was telling what he would
say to him, and it was with no little
concern that each had planned just
how he would act and just what he
would say. FEach one took speeial
pains that day to look his best. When
they arrived at the White House, they
joined the lomg processiom, waiting
their turn te clasp the hand of a
movtal man cumbered with the frail.
ties of life, who stood on ome of
the highest pinnacles of admiration
and responsibility as far as this life
goes. As they neared.the President,
their free and easy remarks were
dropped, and searcely a word was
spoken, At last ecame the “How do
you do?” and a hurried handshake,
and the antieipated joy and privilege
was in the past—and the line marched
on, “Why didn’t you joke with him
as you said yon were going to¥’ ques-
ticned one when they were far emough
from the White House net te be heard
by any of the offieial staff, “Oh, I
didn’t feel like acting foolish, He
seemed so dignified,” came the re.
gponge from more than one. If the
presence of the President of the
United States cansed snch awe and
respect, what should be the effect of
the realization that we ave in the audi-
ence chamber of the Creator cof the
universe when we enter His sanctuary?
Should we not feel a deep sense of
reverence? How fitting are the words
of the pgalmist in Psalms 4:4: “Stand
in awe, and sin not,”

Not only is our conduet in God’s
house to reveal a deep sense of rever-
enge, but also our attire worn in the
house of worship is to speak for rev-
erence. (Read “Testimonies,” Veol, V,
p. 499.) Tho Christian will follow
the instruetion given in 1 Peter 3:3, 4,

One’s attitnde when prayer is being
offered will reveal roverence for God’s
house and His presence. (Read
“Prophets and Kings,” pp. 48, 49;
“Gospel Werkers,” p. 178; Ps, 95:6;
Dan. 6:10.)

Reverence is duwe God’s howse. His
presence by the Holy Spirit is there
to bless all who will worship Him in
spirit and in truth. When the bene.
diction is pronounced, all shonld be
quiet, so that the peace of Christ may
net be lost. Owershoes, gloves, and
wraps should not be put on until after
the benediction has bheen given and
there has been a moment of silence.

“When the benediction is pro.
nounced, all should still be quiet, as if
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fearful of losing the peace of Christ,
Let all pass out without jostling or
loud talking, feeling that they ave in
the presence of God, that His eye ig
resting upon them, and they must act
a3 in His visible presenee. Let there
be no stopping in the aisles to visit
or gossip. . . . The precinets of the
church should be invested with a sa-
ered reverenee’-—*Testimonies,” Vol,
V, p. 494.

(For further study, read ab, 2:20;
Heb. 12:28; “Messages,” pp. 205-267.)

Reverence in Prayer

“With reverence let the saints appear,
And bow before the Lord:
His high commands with réverence

hear,
And tremble at Hig word.”
Ps, 95:1-6.

It is our privilege to commuue with
God in our hearts, As we walk the
busy thoroughfare, or are engaged in
our daily labor, we may breathe out
our heart’s desire, inaudible to any
human ear; but whenever possible
when we engage in prayer, either in
private or in the house of worship, we
should bow the knees as an aet of
reverence and acknowledgment on
our part of the solemnity of the occa-
ston, Jesus, our example, knelt and
prayed. Iauke 22:41. His disciples
knelt as they prayed. It ig recorded
in Ephesiang 3:14 of the apostle Paul
that he knelt in prayer. Daniel has
left us the record of proper decorum
in prayer. Dam. 6:10. (Read “Mes-
sages,” p, 261.)

1f we have a true sense of God’s
greatmess, the hour of prayer will in-
deed bo sacred. If angels veil their
faees and prostrate themselves before
the Father and the Son, with what rev-
erence and godly fear should we, poor,
sinfu], fallen creatures, come into the
audience ehamber of the Majesty of
the universe! Surely we should sense
fo some extéent how solemm and how
gaered the privilege of prayer is.

“Prayer is the breath of the soul”
Prayer is communing with God; it
links the humble, eontrite soul with
the infinite God. What higher priv-
ilege ean man have than this?

Amid the perils of these trying
times, our only safety is in watehful-
ness and prayer. (Read “Messages,”
pp. 247-250.) It was in the mount
with God that Moses heheld the pat-
tern of the building which was to he
the abiding place of God's glory. So
it is in the mount with Ged, the plaee
of commumion, that we shall learn
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how to fashion and build our charae-
ters, It would be well to consider
carefully the oxplieit instruction that
Ged gave Moses for the people con-
cerning how they were to prepare
thomgelves for the oceasion of Hig
presence,

These who profess to love and serve
God and reverenee sacred things will
not allow themselves to behave eare-
lessly at the time of prayer. There
will be absolute guietness, no shuffling
of feet, no restless shifting from one
knee to the other, no leoking around,
but all will kneel in absolute rever-
enee, as if they were being ushered
into the visible presenee of God.

God requires reverence. Isa. 45:23.
The child of Ged who serves Him
through love wil gladly yield to every
requirement, The hour and the place
of prayer are sacred because God is
there.

I Prayed

I wiRT to ¢hurch when I was small
And scarcely thought of God at all;
Nor did I ever kneel in prayer
Because I hoped to find Him there.
It somehow seems when ong Is young
That pralse 13 iight npon the tongue,
To one whose soul holds pagan grace.
But once in overwhelming grief

I searched my heart for a helief—
With sorrow choking Uke a cry

I held my face againgt the sky

And shaped an awkward, groptng plea
That God would bend to comfort me.
I went {¢ church and knew despalr
Because [ counid net find Him there,

T did not ever think of sin

That might not break to let Him in.
As fervently as Christians pray,

I gought Him—but T did not stay.

But once again I felt a need,

And earnestly I bent to heed

The warmth and joy of knowing why
A person’s soul can toweh the sky.

I found Him then in flower and song,
Ag gteadfast as the day is long.

In prayver and praise, on humhle feet,
I went His way, and knew it sweet,
My heart was comforted and still,
And eager just to do His will,

Why, when eventually we see

That God is just, eternally;

I'hat He alone has power fo give

A heavenly home where we may live;
That ITe alone can banish care

And sins and worries that we share—
Why must we then refuse to pray,
And from His message tul'n away:
Lose the communion we have known;
The ri%ht to claim ITim as our own
Dteject Mis promises and trust,

And stoop agaln to what is dust?
Tlow ecan a person ever cease

To live like that—and hope for peace?

—Miriam . Bragg.

Some Things Which Are Sacred

ONE has saild that this is an age
of irreverence. Truly, we are living
in & time when few people assume
the proper attitude toward saered
things. The striet behavior of the
Puritan age seems to be history, How
true is the pieture found in 2 Timeo-
thy 8:1-5. “There shall come in the
last days seoffers.” 2 Peter 3:3. Al
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who disregard God’s elaimg may be
classed as scoffers. Blasphemers are
also mentioned, and these are classed
among the irreverent. A blagphemer
is ome who speaks irreverently of
God’s sacred name. This text portrays
the condition of the world in the last
days—our generation.

It is imposgible for Seventh-day
Adventist youth to escape the demor-
alizing influence which is being cast
everywhere. The liberalizing spirit of
the day will be felt more and more,
and the irreverence which it breeds
will eause many a youth to exeuse him-
self from holding strietly to standards
that are sacred. There is great danger
that we may lose our sense of diserim-
ination between the sacred and the

; eommon, the holy and the profane, Tt

is the purpose of the enemy of our
souls to ereate an attitude of indiffer-
enee to the saered things of life. We
might mention a few things that are
gsacred. We will not mention the wor-
ship of God, or the subject of prayer,
or the reverence that is due the min-
istry,  These have already been
brought to our attentien.

~ Gor’s Name Is SAcrep

Ps, 111:9; 80:7; Phil. 2:9; Acts
4:12,

The psalmist deelares, “Floly and
reverend is His name.” And if angels
veil their faces when they speak God’s
name, how careful we should he when
we take it upon our lips.

Isa. 6:1-7. In vision Isaiah was
given a view of how reverently angels
appear before God and worship Him.
“There roge up before him [Isaiah]
a vision of Jehovah sitiing upon a
throne high and lifted up, while the
train of Hig glory filled the temple.
On each gide of the throne hovered the
seraphim, their faces veiled in adora-
tion, as they ministered hefore their
Maker, and united in the solemn in-
vocation, ‘Holy, holy, holy, is the
Lord of hosts: the wheole earth ig full
of His glory,” until pest and pillar
and eedar gate seemed shaken with
the sound, and the house was filled
with their tribute of praise.”—“Proph-
¢ls and Hings,” p. 807.

Reverence is composed of three dis-
tinet elements, Reverence is “pro-
found respect mingled with Tove and
awe, as for a holy being or place or
an exalted thing.”—Webster.

God’s name is to be mentioned with
utmost care.
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THE BiBLE I's SACRED

The Bible is the word of Geod in
written form. As a booly, it shouid
occupy no ordinary place in cur homes.
Never should it be buried underncath
olher books or papers. We should
handle it with utmost care, and when
we open it, a sense of reverenee
should he manifest and a silent prayey
offered, We should look upon thig
inspired Book as though it were a
treasure., Present-day oritieism would
have us believe that it 1s a myth or a
fairy talo, but its fast-fulfilling proph-
coies speak in tomes of loudest thun-
der that God’s Book is divine, “Holy
men of God spake as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost.” 2 Peter 1:2L

“We should come with reverence fo
the study of the Bible, feeling that
we are in the presence of God. All
lightness and trifling should be laid
aside. . . . Every student, as he opens
the Secriptures, should ask for the
enlightenment of the Holy Spirit. . . .
If the Bible is opened with irrever-
ence, with a feeling of self-suffiolency,
if the heart is fitled with prejudice,
Satan is heside you, and he will set
the plain statements of God’s word
in a perverted light,—Testimonics
to Ministers,” pp. 107, 108.

“Oh, search the Bible with a heart
hungry for spiritual food, Dig into
tho word as a miner digs into the
earth to find the veins of gold.”

“Holy Bihle, Book diving,
Precions treasure, thou art mine.”

(Read “Messages,” pp. 258-264.)

THE SABBATH [8 SACRED

When God made the Sabbath, e
put Hig presence in it by the act of
resting on it. He blessed it, and made
it holy. Tt is, therefore, sacred, and
ghould receive due reverence. Ize.
20:20. His command is to hallow,
or reverence, His Sabbath,

“The Sabbath is the golden clasp
of the week—the best day of all”?

“Remember the Sabbath day, to
Leep it That which 13 kept is gnarded
and cherished, We strive to keep our
health, our property, our lives, That
which we prize mosi is most jealously
kept. As the Sabbath comes from the
Giver of ‘every good gift and every
perfect gift) it is worthy of being
carefully and religiously kept to His
glory and praise.”—“The Real Home,”
p. 258,

How sacredly should we guard this
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day set apart by the Creator Himself
to be a memorial of His love to man
and of His creative power. How casy
it is to make common this hely time
which eomes to us week after week.
If it is just a day of rest and of go-
ing to Sabbath school and chureh, we
have faited to understand its true
purpose, There must be a sacrcdness
atiached to it that will cause us to
“gtand in awe, and sin not.”

MARRIAGE AND THE HOME ARE SACRED

Marriage, the home, and the Sab-
bath are sacred institutions that came
to us from the hand of the Creator,
from the Garden of Eden, How few
marriages and homes are today what
God designed them to he! Iow few
there are who still believe that thoese
institutions are sacred! BEasy mar-
riages and casy divorces have broken
down the sacredness of the marriage
rite. Why do we find so many broken
homes and broken hearts, and so
many children deprived of parental
carc? It is because the problem of
marriage was not approached with the
awe and respect that Christians should
bear toward an insgtitution which is
heaven-born.

Marriago with unbelievers is diso-
bedience to God’s positive instruction,
(Read Deut. 7:3-8; Ps. 19:7; 119:
130, 105; 1 Cor. 7:3%; “Testimonies,”
Vol. V, p. 328; “Ministry of Healing,”
pp. 356-362; “Megsages,” pp. 439-
442,y If there are those who are con-
templating such an allianee, listen to
the voice of God through Iis messen-
ger: “Unless you would have & home
where the shadows are never lifted,
do not unite yourself with one who
is an enemy of God.—“Teslimonies,”
Vol ¥V, p. 863,

“Marriage affects the afterlife both
in this world and in the world te come.
A sineere Christian will make no
plans that God cannot approve’’—
“Mintstry of Healing,” p. 8459.

In the ranks of Seventh-day Ad-
ventist youth there should be, and will
be, if God ig made first in the life,
a growing conviction of the sacredness
of marriage and the home which will
result in lives that will hlend in per-
fect love and unity, and homes that
will be lights in the world and strong
bulwarks against the enemy to protect
all upon which God has placed His
blessing and made sacred.

(For further study, read M. V,
Leaflets 54, 55, 56.)
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What Is Truth?
(Program for QOclober 18)

BY W. B. 0CHS

OPENING SONG.

SerIPTURE READING: 2 Timothy 4:2-4,
PRAYER.

SECRETARY’S REPORT.

OFFERTORY.

SPECIAL MuUsIC.

TALK: “lmportance of the Question”
BieLk Stupy: “What Is Truth$”
Music.

TaLk: “What the Truth Does for Us,”
TaLk: “Truth ‘Wil Triumph.”
CLosING EXERCISES.

Importance of the Question

TrE Bible e¢ontains many fexis in
the form of questions, These are al-
ways of unusual importance; and the
right answer to them ecan bhest be
found in the Bible, for the word of
God is its own best inferpreter,

The question under consideration,
“What is truth®” iz important, be-
cause God has placed in the heart of
every normal being a desire for fruth.
Then again, the importance of this
question is better understood when
we know somelhing of the error that
js found in the world today. The best
way to expose error is to present truth.
Salvation is based on our accepting
and living the truth of God., Ience
we must know the truth, and what it
should mean to us individually. Paul
definitely links truth with salvation,
for he says, “This is good and ac-
ceptable in the sight of God our
Savieur; whoe will have all men to ho
saved, and to come unto the knowl-
edge of the truth” 1 Tim. 2:3; 4,

The value of truth is found in the
words written by Solomon, who said,
“Buy the truth, and sell it not.” Prov,
23:23, Many things today are being
purchased, but they do not have much
value, Here we are admonished to buy
gomething and then not to gell it. We
are not to scll it because of its value.
The truth of God is worth more than
gold and silver. Nothing compares
with it in value. It iz as eternal as
God Himsclf, for Christ Himself is
the personification of truth.

What Is Truth?

1. Is it possible for ug to know the
truth? John 8:32; 1 Tim. 2:4.

2. Does the Bible give a definite an-
swer to the questlon, “What is truth$”
There are at least four texts in the
Bible that give us a definite answer to
this question, Bee John 14:6; 17:17;
1 John 5:63 Pg, 110:142,
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3. Is it important that we know the
truth, when it is Christ, the Spirit,
the Word, and the law?

Withont knowing them personally,
we are lost. Read the following texts
on the importance of knowing eaeh:

Christ—John 17:3.

The Spirit-—dJohn 16:13.
The Word—dJohn 5:39.
The Law—1 John 2:2-4,

4. What will be the attitude toward
truth in the time of the end? 2 Tim.
4:2-4; Isa. 508:14, 15,

5. Will those who turn their ears
from the fruth be able to mar it in
any way? 2 Cor, 13:8.

6. What will be the proteetion of
God’s people during the time of the
seven last plagues? Ps, 91:3, 4.

7. How long will truth remain{ Ps.
100:5.

8. What should he the daily prayer
of cvery ehild of God? Ps. 43:3.

What the Truth Does for Us

In studying the Bible we caun be
sure that the truth will do at least two
things for us. It will set us free and
it will preserve ns. In John 8:32 we
read: “Ye shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free.” The
human heart eraves frecdom. Of the
three inalienable rights, the greatest
is liberty. Someone has said, “Lib-
erty: the greatest of all earthly bless-
ings. GHve us that precious jewel,
and you may take cverything elge.”
It was Benjamin Franklin who said,
“Where liberty dwells, there is my
country.” As we take a glanee into
the world today, we find that war
hag been declaved on liberty by the
devil and his agents. Attacks are
made on liberty in the name of liberty
and freedom, and we as Christiang
must ever stand ready to guard and
protect the truth of God, which brings
deliverance, or Hberty, to the Iunan
heart. We are to be the guardians of
God’s truth, We must not only be will-
ing to enjoy the light and warmth of
liberty, but we must do something to
keep liberty alive. Patrick Menry cried
out, “Give me liberfy, or give me
death,” This statement expresses the
longing of thousands who are living.
But, someone says, “I am not a slave; T
am free.” That is exactly what the
Jews said in the days of Christ, when
He told them, “Ye shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you
free.,” They answered Fim, “We be
Abraham’s seed, and were nmever in
bondage to any man: how sayest Thou,
Ye shall be made free? Jesus answered
them, Verily, verily, I say unto you,
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‘Whosoever eomumitteth sin is the serv-
ant of sin. And the servant abideth
not in the house forever: but the Son
abideth cver, 1f the Son therefore
ghall make you free, ye shall be free
indeed.” John 8:32-36.

Those who do not scrve Christ are
in bondage. They arc the slaves of
sin; they have been captivated by the
devil, 2 Tim, 2:26. 1t is so easy to
be slaves to evil, wicked words, envy,
jenlousy, hypoerisy, lying—yes, to sin.
Ouv only way to eseape or deliveranee
ts through Christ, for “if the Son
therefore shall make you free, ye
shall be free indeed.” “He is able
also to save them to the uttermost
that eome unto God by Him.” Ie ean
break any chain that binds us to evil
hahits.

“The Lion of Judah shall break every
Aucéliie]% you free again and again.,”
I{aving been made free by the truth
of God, we are assured, if we keep
our eonnection with heaven, that the
same truth that frees us will be able
to keep, or preserve, us. “Withhold
not Thou Thy tender mereies from
me, O Lord: let Thy loving-kindness
and Thy truth econtinually preserve
me.” Ps. 40:11.

Truth Will Triumph

‘W have learned that the truth of
God is Christ, His Spirit, the word,
and the law. These constitute a lad-
der that reaches from this earth to
heaven, No one will ever inherit the
kingdom of God unless Ile knows
every one of these. The trinmph of
the fruth is assured in the very answer
to the guestion, “What is truth®”
Christ, the Spirit, the Bible, and the
law are eternal. They always trinumph,
The truth has withstocod all the at-
tacks of the devil and his agents,
Fvery attack that has been made
ngainst it has not marred it in the
leagt; and in the language of Cowper
we can say:

“Marble and recording brass decay,

An(kwl;ke_ ihe graver's mem’ry, pass

v
The works of man fnberft as is just—
Their avthor's frailty, and return to

But frnéh divine forever séands secure
Its head I8 guarded, as ity base is

suvre,
Fixed in the rolling flood of endless
years—
The pillar of the eternai plan
ap)iears;
The waving storm and the dashing wave

defies,
Built by that Architect who built the
gkies.”
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Sabbathkeeping

(Program for October 26)
BY J. M. HOWELL

BoNg BERVICE. (Choose songs that
deal with the Sabbath.,)

OrENING Soxc: “Day of Rest and
Gladness,” No. 386 in “Christ in
Song.”

SEED THOUGHT.
erd.)

PBAYER.

OFFERTORY.

REPORTS.

Srucian Musio,

TaLE: “Sabbathkeeping.”

BIBLE AND TESTIMONY STUDY: “The
Sabbath.”

REPoRts AND DiscussioN. (See Notes
to Leaders.)

Porn: “The Sabbath Seal.”

CrosinNg Sowa: “Don’t Forget the Sah-
bath,” No. 250 in “Christ in Song.”

BENEDICTION.

(Bee Notes to Load-

Notes to Leaders

Reports and Discussion—The one
who leads out in this feature should
study earefully the references given
and have a good background of knowl-
edge on the subjeet. The discussion
need not come only at this one point
in the program, but eould be continued
at various stages.

Poem: “The Sabbath Seal.”’—This
should be given by an older person, if
convenient. It is very effective if,
after the first six lines are given, the
next four lines of each sfanza are
sung from some other part of the
room.

Seed Thought.—*The Sabhath is a
sign of the relationship existing be-
tween God and His people,—a sign
that they ave His obedient subjects,
that they keep holy His law. The
observance of the Sabbath is the means
ordained by God of preserving a knowl-
adge of Himsclf and of distingnishing
between Iis loyal subjeets and the
transgressors of His law.”—“Counsels
orn Health,” p. 358.

Sabbathkeeping

As a hoy the thing that puzzled me
a great deal was our keeping the
seventh-day Sabbath when nearly
everyone else ‘“kept Sunday,” On
our way to Sabbath sehool we would
see the other farmers busy in their
fields, and when we got inte town,
everything seemed to be in a whirl of
activity. Only o few of us gathered
at the little church to worship on
Baturday, and as other boys and girls
passed the chureh, we could hear them
say something about “Advents.” Why
we should be so different from all the
rest was the question that constamtly
came into my mind.

I am glad that God hag made that
porfeetly elear in His word. I am
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glad that He made the Sabbath right
into the week; and as long as the week
remaing, the Sabbath will be there,
whether men recognize it as the Bab-
bath or mot. ILet us ecnsider a few
texts of Seripture. (Read Gen, 2:1-3;
Ex. 20:8-11; Eze. 20:12, 20.)

These seriptures are plain state-
ments made by the God of heaven, tell-
ing us how the Babbath was made,
and how and why it should be kept.
The language is not diffienlt to under-
stand, and there is no place in all the
Bible where God has ever told us that
He has changed the day of rest. In
fact, why would He change it? It is
a sort of world’s birthday, and birth-
days are not changed at will. No
matter how mueh we would like to
have been born on some other day than
we were, we eannot change the faet
that we were born just when we were,

The people of Ged all down through
the ages have kept the seventh-day
Sabbath. Not one reference in all the
Old Testament would ever lead us to
think that there had been any change
in the original plan. Jesus and His
diseiples certainly had no other day
of rest; each Sabbath day they were
in the synagogue as their “eustom
was.” At one time, when being ques-
tioned about Sabbathkeeping, Jesus
declared, “The Sabbath was made for
man, and not man for the Sabbath:
therefore the Son of man is Lord alse
of the Sabbath.? Mark 2:27, 28,

The apostle Paul was an ardent
Sabbathkeeper; the record says that
he “went inte the synagogue on the
Sabbath day.”” “And he reasoned in
the synagogue every Sabbath, and
persuaded the Jews and the Greeks.”
“He continued there a year and six
monthg, teaching the word of God
among them.”

The last book of the Bible, written
perhapy affer all the rest of the dis-
ciples had gons to their earthly rest,
was written by Johmn, the beloved
diseiple, and is an account of a vision,
or series of visions, given to John on
one of the Sabbaths which he spent
on lonely Patmos, On that particular
Sabbath, at least, John was not lonely,
Jesug was with him; the angel Ga-
briel was there also; and what a
blessing the inflnence of that Sabhath
day has been to mankind ever sineel!

In the very last chapter of that
marvelous revelation, John wrote;
“Blessed are they that do His eom-
mandments, that they may have right
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to the tree of life, and may enter in
through tho gates into the eity.”

The Sabbath ix right in the center
of the commandments. Thus we see
that God would have us Lkeep the
Sabbath as long as we live wpon this
earth, Isaiah says that we are to
keep it in the earth made new: “It

The Sabbath Seal

Tiur Sabbath hour draws on apace,
And I, a wanderer,
My journey backward swiftly trace
To loved and lone afar,
Where, in the kingdom of my heart,
My fittle children sin
“Safely threugh anot er week
God has brought ug on our way;
Let us now a blesging seck,
Walting in His courts today."
Unseen, but glad, I take my part,
A king beneath a King.

Around me surge a gracelesg crowd,
Intent en mirth ané gain;
To them the earth tones cry aleud
The heavenly wveice in vain,
But far, afar, my heart wiil hail
The voices that nmow ging:
“Sweetl hour of prayer, sweet houy
of prayer,
That ecalls me from a world of care,
And bids me, at myv Failier’s throne,
Make all my wants and wishes
known I'”
And all the tumults round me fail
To shut me from my King.

The brooding shadows forward thrust
Their lengthening wings abroead,
And plain and mountain hide their

dust,

In an empurpled sod;

And, blending all the world in one,

A myriad voiees sing:

“Softiy now the light of day
Fadeg upon our might away:
Tree from care, from labor free,
Lorth\Ive would commune with

e
The week ig past. the dav is doune;
We gtand hefore our King.

Blegt Sabbath day, thy precious hand
Hath drawn me closer home ;

And In the path thy soft command
Shall teach me not to roam.

Speed thee speed us, that glerious

Till a.l] the saints shall ging:
"Hol)r hoiy, holy! angeis adore
Casting down their bright crowns
around the glassy sea;
Thousands and ten thousauds wor-
ship low before Thee,
Which wert and art and evermore
shalt be.’
When on that deathless Sahbath day
We join our heavenly King,

—Arthur W. Spalding.

shalk come to pass, that from one
new moon to another, and from ome
Sabbath to another, shall all flesh
come to worship before Me, saith the
Lord.”

It might be said that the Sabbath
fruth is a bridge that spans the his-
tory of this world from Eden lost to
Eden restored. One end of the bridge
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rests in creation, and its pillars rest
on Mt. Sinai, at the temple in Jeru-
galem, in Christ and Hir diseiples,
in the “church in the wilderness”—
the Waldenses and their fellow Chris-
tians, during the Dark Ages—in the
rempant chureh just prior to Jesus”
second coming; and the other end
of the bridge is in the new earth.
“fThe Babbath . . . lies at the very
foundation of divine worship.” . . .
Had the Sabbath been universally kept,
man's thoughts and affections would
have been led to the Creator as the
object of reverence and worship, and
there would never have been an idola-
ter, an atheist, or an infidel. The
keeping of the Sabbath iz a sign of
loyalty to the true God.”—“The Great
Controversy,” pp. 437, 438,

The Sabbath

1. How did Jesus consider the law
of God? Matt., 22:34-40; Luke 18:
18-21.

2. How did Paul consider the eom-
mandments? Rom. 7:11-13; 1 Cor.
7:19,

3, How did Johm congider the law
of God? L John 2:3, 4; 3:22-24;
5:38.

4. Of what law is the Sabbath com-
mandment a part? James 2:7-12,

5, 'When does the Sahbath begin and
end? Lev, 23:38,

6. May we care for the sick on the
Sabbath? John 5; “The Desire of
Ages,” pp. 206, 207, 286.

7. What other kinds of work are
lawful to do on the Sabbath? Mark.
2:23-28; Matt, 12:1-13; “The Desire
of Ages,” p. 285,

8, What may be studied and talked
about on the Sabbath? “The Desirve
of Ages,” pp. 281, 282,

9. For whom was the Sabbath made,
and who is Lord of the Sabbath?
Mark 2:27, 28,

10, How may we obtain God’s bless-
ings throwgh 8Sabbath observance?
Isa. 58:13, 14.

Topies for Reports and
Discussion

1. SABBATH observance.
nies,” Vol, VI, pp. 349-351,

2. Reform in Sabbhath observance.
1d., pp. 351-353.

3. Preparation foy
Id., pp. 353-356,

. The Sabbath in the home., Id.
pp '856-359,

5. Traveling on the Sabbath, Id.,
pp. 359, 360.

8. Sabbath meetings.
368,

7, When and hoew Sundaykeeping
came inte the church. “The Great
Controversy,” pp. 53, 54, 447, 448.

8. The geal of God, Id., pp 618, 640.

9. The mark of the beasi. TId., pp-
445.450,

“Testimo-

the Sabbath.

2

Id., pp. 360-
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M@ gunior meetings

Your Building
{Program for Oclober &)
BY BERTHA WALTON-FEARING

OpENING SoNG: “Build on the Roek,”
No, 32 in “Christ in Song.”

PRAYER.

OFFERTORY,

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

Music.

ScriPTURE: Matthew 7:24-27,

INTRODUCTION. (See Notes to Super-
intendents.)

TALK: “The Building You Are Build-
ing.”

SymMpostun:  “Foundations.”
Notes to Superintendents.)

PornM; “If.”

OpJrcT TALK:
Out.”

MEMORY GEMS. '

SonG: “Building for Eternity,” No.
33 in “Christ i Song.”

BENEDICTION.

(Bee

“Colors Inside and

Notes to Superintendents

When  the famous eathedral at
Woreester, England, was built, a very
beautiful ceiling was painied as part
of the interior deeoration, Years
later when religious rule was settled
in the hands of those Puritan peoples
whe had mo appreeiation for beauty
in conpection with religion and who
believed in very simple buildings, the
ceiling was whitewashed to cover the
painting. Many years later when the
cathedral again came into the control
of people who belicved in church
beauty, it was deeided to redecorate.
Of course, the whitewashed -eeiling
wag out of place, and so the workmen
were et to work washing it in prep-
aration for decoratiom, There was
great surprise when they found that
underneath the coating of whitewash
was & painting; and when the white-
wash was entirely gone, the original
ceiling was there in all its beauty.

Use this illusiration to impress upon
the Juniors’ minds and hearts that God
has 2 bheautiful plan for each life.
In school they are working with God
in the working out of His plan. Point
out that they should not cover God’s
beautiful plan for them with their own,
but should, in all their work and play,
endeavor to work out God’s original
plan for their lives. TLast month we
studied about the value of a worthy
life’s purpose. This week we shall
study some ways of attaining that pur-
pose.

Symposium : “Foundations.”—Place
the word “Foundations” on the black-
board in a vertieal position, and have
th: Juniors fill in as follows:

F orgiveness
O bedience
U sefulness
N obility

D iscipline
A mbition

T ruthfulness
I ndustry

O ccupation
N erve

S elf-control

As eaech Junjor writes his word on
the blackboard, he should give 2 half-
minute talk on the meaning of the
foundation quality he presents.

Poem: “If.”—Thig could be divided
among four of the Juniors, giving a
stanza to cach one.

Memory Gems.—Glean memory gems
or pithy statements from pages 39, 40,
09-101, 15-18, in “Messages to Young
People.”

The Building You Are Building

IN the ereetion of a skyseraper, the
builder first digs far into the ground,
many times, two or three stories deep,
for the foundation, or support, of the
great strueture. He does the work
thoroughly, If he did net do this,
or if in building the walls he used
inferior material, and merely covered
the defeets so that if would have a
good appearance, he would find in the
end that hig building would not stand
the test of the storms and would not
give the service expected of it.

We might use the word “founda-
tion” synonymously with “education.”
Our edueation is a training for our
entire life. The years spent in sehool
in preparation for this life are very
few in comparison with the years of
usefulness and helpfulness that are
expected of us. If this foundation iz
thovoughlty laid@ and we utilize every
opportunity while we are in school, all
will be well,

Let us think of seme of the things
we must or must not de in the build-
ing of our foundation of Hfe. First
of all, we must not be in a hurry to
obtain our eduecation, and skip lightly
over studies that should be thoroughly
mastered. Some of you, I am suve,
have gone through caverns and have
seen the many stalagmites which had
formed, They look like colored icicles
growing out of the ground, They
were formed by the dripping of water
from a point above. If these drops
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fall fast, the stalagmite is more apt
io be short and stumpy; but if the
dropping of the water is slow, the
formation iz tall and upright. If the
water is clear, the stalagmite iy clear
and sparkling; but if the water is
elouded by particles of dirg, the
stalagmite formed is less sparkling
and bright, Let us make sure that
our studies are mot too many for us
to master at one time, and that we
are not clouding them, or taking away
from their value, by not deriving all
the benefit possible from them.

Let us think of gome of the ways in
whieh we may cloud our education,

“There!” exclaimed Jaek, pushing
his history aside, “I don’t kmow that
lesson very well, but I guess it will
get by.” And it did.

“Well,” he muttered another day as
he was leaving Mrs. Lewiston’s back
yard, which he had been hired to clean
up, “I haven’t done a wonderful job
at all, but I guess it will get by.” And
it did. e received hig pay for it, but
Mrs. Lewiston did not give him any
moxe chores and odd jobs to do.

After a-while Jaeck’s school days
were over, and he went to work at a
regular job. “Oh, well,” he murmured
to himself as the elock struek five, “I
haven’t done this extra well, but I
guess it ig goed enough. Tt will get
by.,” And it did. DBut so did the
promotion he expected. It got right
by him, and was given to 2 newer man,
And so did suecess and achievement.
Jack had formed ihis habit of “getting
by” when he was just a boy in school,
and in later years it prevented him
from obtaining the things he most
desired,

We may think, What is wrong about
cheating¢ But aren’t we just “getting
by,” and actually stealing? The great-
est thing we get from school is nof
recognition for high grades. We might
cheat to get grades, but grades will
not make ug guecessful. Honesty and
strength of character, though grades
are only average, can make a person
very suecessful,

Let wus build such attributes as
steadfastness, thoroughmess, resolute-
ness, earnestness, naturalness, genuine-
negs, thoughtfulness, and honesty into
our foundation. If we plant these
rootg deep in our minds, as the tree
sends its roots far down into the
sarth so that it can withstand the
heaviest storms, we, too, shall be able
to withstand the tesis of life that come
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to us, and can ask Jegus to help us
to attain the purpose He would have
us attain in life,

It

{For a Boy at School)

Ir you can keep your books when all
about you R .
Are loging theirs and blaming it on

you;

If you calf work althouglt your fellows
flout you,

And make allowance for their languor,

too;
If you can do the square thing by your
teacher, .
Nor ever keep your eye upon the prize,
And when you're praised, not call your-
gself a preacher,
Nor evier talk too smooth, nor look too
wise ;

If you can learn, and not make facls

your master
If you can shine, nor make success
your aim; ] . )
11, when your castle falls In grim dis-

aster, )
You build it up, and pled on just the
same ;
If you ean see the fellow who has

chieate
stand well above you when the tevm

ig done,
And never hint that you have been mis-
treated,
But let the future say which of yon
Won ;

If you can say no when others may
invite you
10 help them at exam time on_the sly.
Nor ever let their threatened anger
fright you; .
If you can Took your teacher in the

eye ;
If you can leave your game when siudy
calls you,
If you can leave your lessens for your

TiaY
If nothmﬁ ;\ew, nov hard, nor long, ap-
palls you;
Tf you can sleep by night and work by
day

If you refuse to win by merely blufling,
(Or wangle out of honest work or such;
If you deprive a hard job of its stuffing,
If playtime counts with you, but not
too much ; .
If you can fill each urgent, eager minute
With sty seconds’ worth of work or
fun,
Yours is the school, and everything
that's in it,
And—what is more—youw'll make the
grade, my Son.
—-P. R. Hepyward
(with wpologies to Kipling).

Colors, Inside and Out

For this talk is needed a colored
bottie or jar, so that one cannot see
the color of the contents. Into this
jar pour a celored liquid; any color
will do. 8how the jar to the Juniors
and talk of its appearance; if it is
yellow on the outside, talk of this
color. Then point out that one cannot
tell by looking at the outside what the
color of the liquid may be. Then
pour out some of the contents into a
clear glass, Illustrate that it is the
same way with people, Omne ¢annot
tell by leoking at them of what char-
acter they are. But there is one way
in which they reveal their charaeter,
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They speak, and their words tell in
just the same way as pouring out the
contents of the jar revealed what was
in it. If wo are striving each day in
our schoolwork to build a streng mind
in a strong body, it will be shown
in what we say and de that we are
endeavoring to build a strong char-
acter, for our actions and our words
come from the heart and make known
what it containe.

Martin’s Mistake

HELEN was an orphan, alone in the

world, as far as relatives went, Her
father and mother had died when she
was just a small girl, and she had
been passed around from one place
to another, She was now in her teens,
and had found a home and friends
with an infinential and wealthy family,
Rather than use their real name, we
will eali this man and his wife Mz,
and Mrs, Wallace. Ilelen did her
work so well, and proved to be such
& help and ecomfort in this home, that
they came to eount her as one of the
family. Having no children of their
own, they called her their daughter,
and loved her as if she had been their
Very own,

Helen became the cloge friend of a
bright, energetie, hard-working young
man in the city, and after a time they
decided to be married. Martin Hayes
wag & contractor and builder, just
beginning his lifework, Being a car-
penter, Martin had no doubt planned
with IHelen the beautiful heme they
would someday build for themselves,

Mr. and Mrs. Wallace did not like
to think of Helen’s leaving their home,
but were happy to know that she was
to have a home of her own and would
live near by, As they sat by the fire-
place one evening, they talked of what
they might do to help the young
people get a good start in life. The
wife suggested that they have Martin
build a house for them, This would
give him employment, and if people
knew that the young contractor was
building a fine house for Mr. Wallace,
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it would be a recommendation for him.
Others would then want him to build
houses for them.

Martin was called over to the Wal-
iace home, and Mr. Wallace showed
the young contractor the blueprints,
and asked if he could build such a
houge for him. “The house must be
exactly like the plans,” he said, “and
must be made of the very best ma-
terial that ecan be bought on the
market.”

With pleasure and assurance the
young wan promised the elderly
couple that ho couid build just the
kind of house they wanted, As Mr,
Wallace handed him the blucprints, he
said, “Now remember, Martin, we have
every confidence in you. We are
trusting you to build the very best
house that can be built.”

Ho the house was started. When
putting in the foundatien, the young
contractor decided to use sone cheaper
material and charge for the best. “No
one will ever know the difference,” he
argued to himself, “and I will put the
money saved in this way inte my own
poecket,” He thought the foundations
would not be secen, and that no one
would ever he the wiser. Anyway, he
needed the moncy., He followed this
plan of deception al through the
building, putting cheaper lumber into
the subfloors, inte the walls—in faet,
in every place where he thought it
would not be seen, When the house
way finished, it really did look very
well; and as far as Mr. Wallace counld
gee, it wag just like the plans.

One evening Martin teok the keys to
the owner. Hig work was donc, The
house was ready to be occupied. As he
accepted the keys, Mr, Wallace asked,
“Are you sure you have used only the
best material, and that you have fol-
lowed the biueprints carefully? Have
you built the best house you could
possibly buitd ¥

It was an embarrassing moment for
Martin, He was thinking of the cheap
material he had used. A tinge of
red erept into his face. e knew he
had deceived the man who had heen
so kind to him, who had trusted him
and had tried to help him. But just
the same he answered, “Yes.”

And then the young people had the
surprise of their lives. “We have been
wondering,” Mr. Wallace said, “what
we might do to help you get a start,
and have decided to give you this
besutiful house for your very own,
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It ig yours,” And he handed them the
deed and the keys,

How happy Helen was as they moved
inte this lovely mew house! It was
more beautiful and grand thau she had
even dreamed of having. Buf if was
not long until the foundation hegan to
settle, and the doors would not open
and shut with ease. The plaster be-
gan to crack on the walls and the
ceilings, The windows did not work
Just right. Imperfections began to
ghow up here and there. One day
during a heavy rainstorm, Martin was
sitting in his easy chaiv in the living
room, Suddenly the rain began to
drip, drip, drip dewn onto the floor,
He bowed his head and wept bitterly.
When his wife inguired what wasg
wrong, and iried to comfort him; he
said, “Helen, if I had known we were
to live in {his place, I would havo
built a betier house.”

We are building, too—building char-
acters, We shall be tempted to be
careless in our building, to do slipshod
work, to Use poor materials. The dif-
ference between our work and that of
the young contractor is that he could
profit by his mistake and from that
time on build better houses. We
build only once. When we come to
the end of the way, and look back,
there will be no chance fo build again.

If we use poor materials and are
careless in our building, we shall
someday look back amd wonder why
we did not do better, On the other
hand, we may build a character which
will meet the approval of both God
and man~—0C. L. Paddock, in “Gems
for Juniors.”

woow

Where Reverence Is Due
(Program for October 1%)
BY MRS. A. E. KING

Praver Sowg: “Inte My Heart,” No,
30 in “Missionary Volunteer Songs,”

HyMy: “Tread Softly,” No, 23 in

“Missionsry Volunteer Songs.”

ScrrpruRE LEsseN: Psalms 8 (read
in unisen).

PRAYER,

SECRETARY’S REPORT.

MIsSIONARY REPORTS.

ANNOUNCEMENTS,

OFFERING,

Tieik YEAR (HECGKUP.

SoLo: “Roverence,” No. 31 in “Mis-
sionary Velunteer Songs.”

TALE: “God’s Name.”

TarLg: “The Book.”

Tark: “Honor Due God’s Ministers,”

Sero1AL MUsIC,

Tari: “Reverence Due Qur Homes,”
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Hymw: “Living for Jesus,” Ne, 32 in
“Missionary Voluntcer Songs”
BENEDICTION.

' Note to Superintendent

“Where Reverenco Is Dune” is a
broad subject, Thero are so many
things that God has given which are
to be regarded as sacred, and which,
we are sorry fo say, have been lightly
esteemed by many boys and girls.
The growing tendency is that all things
are common. This pregram presents
an opportunity to instill in the hearts
of Juniors due respect and reverence
for that which is lioly. The subjects,
“Sabbath,” “The House of God,”
and “In Prayer,” in the Senior pro-
gram, may be adapted fo fit info the
Junior program, if you have fime to
present them.

God’s Name

“Taov shalt not take the name of
the Lord thy Ged in vain,” Ex, 20:7.
God’s name is saered. Angels veil
their faces when they take it upon
their lips. To the Christian, whether
he is a boy or a man, a girl or a
woman, that name, Jehovah, should
fill the heart with a feeling of deep
respeet and reverence; and when it is
gpoken lightly or irreverently, it should
cause pain and sorrow to el up
within us.

The story is told of a boy whoe had
learned a very bad habit from some
older boys of the street—the taking
of God’s name in vain, When he got
excited, or was playing, or things did
not ge as he wanted them to, he would
express himself in this most unchris-
tian manner. Hig mother became very
much disturbed over it. How was she
to help him see how wrong it was?
One day he was having an exeiting
game of ball with his companions,
She called him. He responded by
going to her at once. She said noth-
ing. IIe waited, but she was silent;
so he went baek {o the game. Agair
she called. When he came, she said
nothing, This she repeated several
times. He became exasperated with
the frequent interruptions, At last he
said, “Mother, why do you call me
so mamry times, and when I gome
never say anything o me?” “Son,”
she responded—her voice seemed =0
earnest and appealing, and It im-
pressed him greatly—"I sometimes
hear you call God or Jesus, but you
do net say anything afier you have
called.” Like a flash, he got the les-
gson. ‘There and then he determined
that never agaim would he uwse those
saered names in vain, The names of
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God and Jesus are the most sacred
names ever spoken by morfal fongue,
Iga. 9:6; Phil. 2:9-11.

There is a difference befween re-
spect and reverence. We respect our
couniry and its flag. This is well
pleaging to God, and every Chrigtian
will gbey the laws of the land so far
as they do not conflict with his duty
and homage and reverence te God.
God comes first in the experience of
every Christian. “Render thervefore
unte Caesar the things which are
Caesar’s; and unto God the things that
are God’s.” Matt, 22:21. God would
have us put a diffcrence between the
sacred and the common. Reverence is
due God, “Holy and reverend is His
name.” Ps. 111:9.

The Book

THE Bible reveals the character of
God, Its words came to us through
holy men through whom God spoke.
2 Peter 1:21, The Bible is the Book.
It stands out high and above any
other book or boeoks that the world
contains, Enemies of the Bible have
tried te destroy it. Gureaf bonfives
have been kindled with its saecred
pages, and wicked men, enemies of
truth and righfeousness, have deter-
mined to put it out of exigtemec; bui
God’s watchful eye has been over it,
and precious coples were preserved.
Today it hag the greatest sale of all
the books in the world, Millions of
copies are sold every year, and God’s
word will endure unte the end. In-
deed, the Bible iz ne ordinary hook.
Had it been, it would have been out
of print long before this,

The ible is one of the sacred things
that God has entrusted to man, Every
Junior should own a Bible, and he
should uwnderstand how to carve for if,
It should he given a special place on
a table or stand where it will not be
erowded, Papers and magazines
should not be placed on it—not even
onr Sabbath Sehool Quarterly or the
YoutW’s Instructor or the Morning
Watch Calendar. If these must oceupy
a limited space on the stand or table,
be sure to see that the Bible is placed
on top. Special care should be exer-
ciged in handling the Book, Try to
avoid letting it fall, Our hands
should be clean when we handle it
Always, when we open if, we should
breathe a silent prayer for help in
understanding God’s message that it
contains. A real love for the Bible
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and a sense of its saeredness will
grow in our hearts if we will remem-
ber to do these things.

A very touching experience is told
of a Jyoung girl whese mother and
father died of smallpox, The father
passed away, and in a few days the
mother closed her eyes for that long
gleep, not to open them until Jesus
comes the second time. Before the
mother passed away, she called for
her dsughter, Mary Ann, who was the
oldest of a family of seven children.
In her weakened condition she whis-
pered to her first-born, “Mary Ann,
you have always been a good gil:l,
snd you leve the Bible, I haven’t any
of this world’s goods to leave to yon,
but I do have the family Bible, and it
shall be yours. 7Take good eare of
it; read it; and be a good girL”

In a few days, less than a week, the
home ‘as broken up. The echildren
were senf to the homes of different
relatives, It fell to the lot of Mary
Ann to gather together her seanty be-
longings and trudge over a dusty coun-
try voad for eleven miles. Before she
started on her way, the big family
Bible was wrapped earefully and put
in a eotton sack. This she earried on
her baek. As she traveled along, the
load seemed to get heavier. She rested
at intervals, and as she did, she laid
the Bible down gently while she
rested her tired feet. Then, with
renewed courage, borne by the theught
of thai precious volume that was hers,
given lher by her dying mother, she
started on and completed her journey.
Mary Ann kept thait Bible for many
years. When she grew to be a woman
and had a family of her own, she told
the story to her ehildren, and many an
avening was spent sitting arcund the
dining-room table with the big family
Bible, as the gstories of Daniel, Joseph,
and BEsther were told in a mest thrilling
manner. Mary Ann’s love for her
Bible never failed, She read it through
year after year. When she eame to
the last year of her life, which ended
with the close of the year, she had
finished reading her Bible through
for the third time in that ycar.

Sacred is the Book divine—a treas-
ure not only to be kepi, but to be read
and its preeepts followed until our lives
ars ehanged and sanetified by it.

“Dear Lord, Thy Sacred Word I hold
Epshrined In my heart—dearer each

ay.
More precious to me than silver or gold,
Guiding me over the rugged way.”
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Honor Due God’s Ministers

IN every period of this world’s his-
tory, God has had men to whom He
has said, “Ye are My witnesses.”
These have been devout men, men
whom God has chosen to speak for
Him. Emnoch, Noah, Mosges, Daniel,
and many others were among His min-
igters.

God’s ministers are the spiritual
guardians of the people entrusted to
their care. Their work is much like
that of a watechman. TUpon a wateh-
man the safety of all within the house
or place under his care depends, God
hag said to His ministers, “Son of
man, I have made thee a watchman
unte the houge of Israel” Israel
means those who are God’s children,

The Lord sends ferth His minister
to preach the gospel. Ile is to speak
to the people for God. A great
responsibility rests upoen him, greater
than we ean realize, Hig office in the
church is a saered one. His eounscl
should be heedod. If we disregard his
instruetion and advies, we will not be
getting aside the eounscl of the min-
ister only, but-the eounsel God would
have us have.

A striking example of disrespect
for ene of God’s ministers is recorded
in 2 Kings 2. When the ehildren of
the city mocked Elisha, there came
forth out of the woods two bears
whieh destroyed them.

Today God is leading His people
to the heavenly Canaan, and He is
doing it through the leadership of His
minigters. Iow solemn, then, is our
duty to hold in high esteem those
whom God has chosen as His minis»
ters,

God has sent a special message to
His young people through His prophet,
Mrs. White, “There must be no be-
littling of the gospel ministry. No
enterprise should be so conducted as
to cause the ministry of the word
to be looked upen as an infericr mat-
ter. It is not so. Those who belittle
the ministry are belitgling Christ. The
highest of all work is ministry in its
varieus lines, and it should be kept
before the vouth that therc is no work
more blessed of God than that of the
gospel minigter,”—* Testimonios,” Vol
VI, p. 411

We do not eall our minigters rewv-
crend. There is only one who deserves
that title, and IIe is God. Our min-
isters ave called elders, and in address-
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ing them, we should have a deep sense
of esteem and respect, (See Ps. 111:
9; 1 Thess, 5:12, 13.)

Therefore, reverence is due the min-
ister of God, not because of the man,
but because he is ordained of God for
this high and noble ealling, Our at-
titude toward him is regarded as our
attitude toward heaven and the gov-
ernment of God. We send amhassa-
dors to other countries to represent
our country., The attitude of the
country toward our ambassador rep-
resents the attitude or feeling of that
country toward our country.

Reverence due our ministers for
their works’ sake is far-reaching. Let
us be registered in the bocks of heaven
as those who reverence and csteem any
plan that eomes from the conrts ahove.

Reverence Due Our Homes

Gob instituted the firat home. It
was that home that we read of in
Genesis 2:8-24. God built that fivst
home. Its earpet was of living green;
its dome was the starry heavens; its
walls were decorated with beautiful,
elinging vines, foliage, and flowers of
brightest hue.

The first family originated in this
lovely home. The family tie is the
elosest, the most tender and saered,
of all the ties on carth, God gave us
our fathers and mothers, and a saered
relationship exists in the family eirele.
That sacred tie that binds tegether
father and mother, sister and brother,
should be guarded most earefully.
“Honor thy father and thy mother,”
Ex. 20:12. Obedienee to parents, eon-
sideration and due respeet for them,
will always distinguish us as boys and
girls who are Christians,

God holds cur parents responsible
for training us according to His pre-
cepts. God designs that overy ehild
bern into the human family shall be
trained to be a glory and an honor to
His name. “Train up a child in the.
way he should go: and when he is
old, he will not depart from i.” OQur
parents look ahead to the day when
we will be men and women, When
they eorrect us, it is for our bencfit,
and that we may be as David sug-
gested in Psalms 144:12. (Quote.)

“Children are sometimes tempted
to chafe under restraini; but in after-
Life they will bless their parents for
the faithful eare and stviet watehful-
ness that guarded and guided them
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an their years of inexperience.”—“Mqin-
istry of Healing,” p. 394

The homo should be the most attrac-
tive place on earth, mother and father
the eenter of attraction. That home
may be a very humble one—1ihere may
be no expensive furnishings—but if
Jove reigns, and if Josus is the central
figure, that home will be a placo where
angels will lovo to linger and hless
the inmates.

“Home should be a place where
cheerfulness, courtesy, and love abide;
and where these graces dwell, there
will abide happiness and peace. . . .
Let patience, gratitude, and love keep
sunshine in the heart, though the day
may be ever so cloudy. In such homes
angels of God abide”—Id., p. 895,

“Happy ihe home when God i theve,
nd love fills every breast,
‘When one their thought, and one their

plan,

And ope thelr heavenly rest.
Lord, let us in our homes agree
That blessed home to galn:
TUnite our hearts In love to Thee,
And love to all will relgn.”

(Give the fotlowing guotations to dif-
ferent Juniors to read or memorize )

“Home iz tho blossom of which
heaven iy the fruit.”

“Home iz the father’s kingdom, the
child’s paradise, snd the mother’s
world.”

“Iome is the goldem setiing in
which the brightest jewel is mother,”

“Home is wlere you arc treated the
best and grumble the most.”

“Home 1s a world of strife shut out
and a world of love shut in.”

“Nothing but loving hearts and the
presence of Jesus can make a real
home.”

“The heme is the ehild’s first school,
and it iz here that thc foundation
should be laid for a lifc of serviece”

e v
Because God Made—

Gop made our pretly feathered friemds,
The spallow, wren, and robin;

God made the horse In ﬁrandpq's harn,
Yeg, He made good old Dobbin.

Cod made the prelty woolly sheep,
God made the lowinﬁ cattle ;

God made our tiny Baby T.on;
We love to heal her prattie.

Becauge God made the birds for us,
To glng for us each day, .
I'm gelng to sing a hymn of praise,

A hiymn of love, today.

Because God made the animals
And our gweet Beity Lou,
T'm golng to thank Him every night,
Aud every morning, leo,
—Roberia Dawsen,

W W

“WHILE you are counting the eost
of building a moble and hely life,
never lose sight of the faet that Jesus
Christ iz a pariner in your under-
taking.”
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What Is Truth?
(Program for October 19}
BY W, B. 0CHS

QPENING SO0NG.

Scr1pTURE TexT: John 18-:36-38.

PRAYER.

OFFERTORY.

Srecian Music,

INTRODUCTORY BREMARKS,

Tavk: “A Study of the Question.”

SvyMposiUM BY Four Juwiors: “Four
Rounds of the Ladder.” -

APrrPrAL by leader for personal applica-
tion, based on questions in the “Sum-
mary.”

Crosixg KXERCISES.

Intreductory Remarks

ONE of the first things boys and
girls learn to do as soon as they are
able to talk is to ask questions. Do
you know that the Bible containg many
questions, and that all of them are of
oreat importance? God wants us to
know the answer to the questions He
agks. The best place to find the
answer is in the Bible—God’s book.

Mha smeetion that we are to study
today is one that has besn asked
through the centuries. In the days of
Christ, Pilate said to Jesus, “What
is truth?” Notice, he asked Jesus for
the answer, That is a safe source
from which to get information, Jesus
will tell nothing but the truth, for
He bas said, “T am . , . the truth”
We cannot emphasize too much the im-
portance of this question, because there
is so inuch error in the world; and
for every truth revealed in the Bible,
Satan has a counterfeit. Error is
accepted more easily than truth, as is
expressed in the following poem:
“Wherever God erects a1 house of prayer.

Satan ist}?é:-‘(;a'ys sutre to buiid a temple
And ’twlll be Tound. upon exawmination,
The latter has the larger congregation.”

The turning away from ftruth is
one of the definite signs that we arc
living in the end of fime. Paul saw
this econdition when he wrote the in-
spired words: “Tho fime will comeo
when they will not endure sound doe-
trine; hut after their own lusts shall
they heap to themselves teachers,
having itehing ears; and they shall
turn away their ears from the truth,
and shall be turnmed unto fables.”
2 Tim. 4:3, 4

A Study of the Question

I¥ you were to give an answer to
the question, “What ig truth®” what
answer would you give? (Iave some
of the Juniors give an answer.)

One time a deaf-and-dumb man was
agked, What is ftruth? Sinee he
conld not speak, he had to give his
answer hy making a sign. As an
answer, he drew a straight Hne. Then
he was asked what the opposite of
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truth iz, and in answer to thiz ques-
tion he made 5 crooked line. Iow
true this is. Truth is straightforward,
upright, the very opposite of erooked-
ness. Truth Iz important, because
God has placed a desire in the heart
of every Junior to want to know what
truth is. You must never quench that
desire. We can all know what truth
is, for Jesus said, “Ye shall know the
truth.,” John 8:32. As you study
the Bible, you will find at least four
texts that give a very definite answer
to the question, What is truth ? namely :

1. John 14:6, ‘“Jesus saith unto
him, I am the way, the truth, and the
life.”

2.1 John 5:6, “It is the Spirit
that beareth witness, becausc the
Spirit is truth”?

3. John 17:17. “Sanctify them

through Thy truth: Thy word is
truth.”
4. Ps, 110:142, “Thy righteous-

ness is an everlasting righteousness,
and Thy law is the truth.”

These four, Christ, the Spirit, the
word, and the law, are n perfect
harmony; they are united; they do
not contradict each other; they are
inseparable, They build a ladder that
reaches from this earth to heaven.
If you want to get to heaven, you
must go by the way of this ladder.
(Draw a ladder on the board, with
four rounds or steps; namely, “Christ,”
“Spirit,” “Bible,” “Law.” Then write
“Farth” at the bottom and “Heaven”
above.) Im our study today we want
to beecome better acquainted with this
ladder that we shall call the ladder
of truth, Let us begin to ¢limh.

Four Rounds of the Ladder

The First Round—Christ

CHRIST is the truth perscaified. He
is the very opposite of all that is
wrong or false. He is the true foun-
dation of all cur Christian cxperiences.
“Other foundation ean mno man lay
than that is laid, whieh is Jesus
Christ.” 1 Cor. 3:11. The other three
rounds do not help us unless we have
Him. Without Ilim we are lost and
without hope. When we accept Christ
fully, the other threc rounds of the
ladder will be casy for us te elimb.
He who aceepts Christ will reject all
thoe falge gods; he will ceage to tell
lies, and will not falgify or shade the
trath. It is of the utmost importance
that we know Christ. “This is life
eternal, that they might kmow Thee
the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom Thou hast sent.,” John 17:3.
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Ag what arve we to know Christ?

1. As our Creator. John 1:3; Gen.
1:26.

2, As our Redeemer,
19; Matt. 1:81.

1 Peter 1:18,

3. As our Advocate. 1 John 2:1;
1 Tim, 2:5.
4, As our Shelter and Protection.

2 Sam. 22:2; Nahum 1:7.

Juniors, do yon know Christ, who
says, “I am .. . the truth,” as your
personal S8aviour? If you do not, you
have not yet made a start for heaven.
You are still in error, Christ and crror
do not go together,

The Second Round—the Spirit

“It 18 the Spirit that beareth wit-
ness, hceause the Spirit is truth.”
1 John 5:6, The Holy 8pirit is the
third person of the Godhead. He
works with Christ in the plan of re-
demption. He is Christ’s representa-
tive, 'When you have taken the first
step of the ladder, or accepted Christ,
then the Holy Spirit ean and will lead
you inte the fullness of the truth,
“Howheit when He, the Spirit of truth,
is eome, He will guide you into all
truth.” John 16:13. What are some
of the things the Spirit will do for us§
Study the following answers:

1. He teaches. John 14:26.
. He guides. John 16:13.
. He reproves of sin. John 16:8.
. He eonverts. John 3:3-5,

He intercedes. Rom. 8:26.

Sinee the Spirit is tho truth, He
teaches us only those things that ave
true, He gnides us into paths of
righteousness.  He will reprove us of
the wrongs we do, He warns us not to
err from the path of truth, We arve
on dangercus ground when we reject
the pleading of the Holy Spirit. Did
you ever feel like saying or doing
something that was wrong, and then
seem to have something say to you,
“Don’t do it”? That was the voice of
the Spirit of God speaking to you.
Think how wonderful it is to be on
the seccond round of the ladder, to
dwoll right in the presence of the
Holy S8pirit. And do you know that
Christ, who rcpresents the first round
of the ladder, is also on the second
round? Yes, the Spirit and Christ are
always fogether, When you have
reached the second round by accepting
Jesus as your Saviour, and will listen
to His veice, then you will want to
climb stil higher; so you will go
to the third round—-the Bible.
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The Third Round—ithe I3ible

“Sanetify them through Thy truth:
Thy word is truth”” John 17:17.
The Bible is the eternally inspired
word of God. What must the Bible
be to us¥ It must be our guide, our
erced, our spurce of faith, and our
gpiritual food.

Without the Bible we would not
gnow who the true Christ is, for
Jesus says, “He that believeth on
Me, as the Seripture hath said.” The
life of Christ yuns through the Bible
like a2 goldem thread. He is in the
beginning, in the middle, and in the
end. Christ is the author of the
Bible, and the Bible is a rewvelation
of Christ. (Read John 1:1-3, 14.)
If onc examines a certain copy of the
Constitution of the United States, it
appears to be gimply a chaos of ir-
regular lines and pceuliar lettering;
but when one steps back and views
it in proper perspeetive, he sees the
face of George Washington looking
put upon him., The lines are so spaced
and the letters arc so placed as to
make a good likeness of him, Just as
Washington’s face shines through his-
tory, as erystallized and reflected in
the Constitution, so does the gloricus
face of Christ shine out upon us from
the pages of the Bible, Yes, tho Bible
is God’s truth, “Thy word is truth.”
‘When we are able to say,

“1Ioly Bible, Book divine,

Precious Lreasure, thon art mine,”
then we ghall aseend still higher on
the ladder of ftruth, and reach the
fourth round—the law,

The Fourth Round—the Law

“Thy rightecousness is an everlasting
righteousness, and Thy law is the
truth.” Ps. 119:142. As soon as we
belicve in Christ, and accept [Lim, the
Ilely Spirit epmes In and converts our
hearts; then when we aceept the Bible
as our ereed, believing all that is found
therein, and living in harmony with
it, it eauses us to be obedient to the
law of God. Satan hates the law and
those who keep it. “The dragon was
wroth with the woman, and went to
make war with the remnant of her
geed, which keep the commandments of
God, and have the testimony of Jesus
Christ.” Rev, 12:17.

“Bin iz the fransgression of the
law.” 1 Johm 3:4. As soon as we
break one of the commandments, we
gin,  Truth immediately flees, for
truth does not stay in the presence of
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sin. Christ, the Spirit, and the word
of God, lcad us to be obedient to every
commandment found in the law. God
desires to write His law in our hearls.
Heb. 8:10. When we permit Him to
do this, then we can say, as did Jesus,
#T delight to do Thy will, O My God:
vea, Thy law is within My heart.”
Ps. 40:8.

Someday, Juniors, we must all ap-
pear before God’s judgment bar, We
must give an account of all that we
have done in oper or in seeret, We
shall then be judged by the law.
James 2:12, If we have accepted
Christ as our persemal Savieur, have
been obedient to the volee of the
Spirit, have lived in harmony with the
word of God, and have kept all His
commandments, them we shall hear
the words, “Blessed are they ihat do
His ecommandments, that they may
have right to the tree of life, and
may enter in through the gates into

“the city.”

Summary

THE purpese of this study:

1. To be better able to give an
answer to the guestion, What is truth?

2. To got a better understanding of
the truth as revealed in the Bible.

3. To separate pursclves from every-
thing that is opposite of truth.

Parsonal questions:

1. What does this ladder of truth
mean fto mef

2. What i my own relation to
Chrigt, the Spirit, the word, and the

law? They give a definite answer to
the question, *What is truth$”
% 3%
Sabbathkeeping

{Program for October 26)
BY J. M. HOWELL

Song SERVICE: Chooge songs that deal
with the Sabbath.

OPENING Sowa: “0 Day of Rest and
Gladness,” No, 124 in “Migsion-
ary Velunteer Songs.”

SeEp THoUHY. {Scc Senior pro-
gram, p. 21.)

DriLL: “Sabbath Tests.” To be given
by seven children, perhaps with the
letters 8-A-B-B-A-T-H held before
them: Gen, 2:1-3; Ex, 20:811;
Tze. 20:12, 20; Mark 2:27, 28;
Isa. 66:23; Isa. 58:14; Rev. 22:14,

PRAYER.

OFFERTORY.

8ympostunm: “Thoughts on Sabbath-
kecping.”’

Sreciarn Music,

Tanic: “Rachel Preston and tho Sab-
bath.”

TaLk: “The Indian Chief and the
Sabbath.”

PoEM: “The Sabbath Seal”

(Bee
p. 22
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Crosing Song: “Don’t Forget the Sab-
bath,” No. 122 in “Missionary Vol-
unteer Songs.”

BENEDICTION.

Thoughts on Sabbathkeeping

{Taken from ‘Testumonies, Vol. VI, pp.
319-168})

1. “Gop desires that the Sabbath
day shall be to us & day of joy.”

2, “The Sabbath is a sigi of the
relationship existing between God and
His people, a sign that they honor His
law.” .

3. “Bvery soul who aeccepts the sign
of God’s government places himself
under the divine, everlasting covenant.
He fastens himself to the golden chain
of obedience, every link of which is
a promise.”

4, “The fourth commandment alone
of all the ten contains the seal of the
great Lawgtiver, the Creator of the
heavens and the earth. Those who
obey this commandment take upon
themselves His name, and alt the hless-
ings it involves are theirs.”

5, “The Babbath is a golden clasp
that upites God and His people.”

6. “Glod has ealled us to uplift the
standard of TIlis downtrodden Sab-
bath. Iow important, then, that our
example in Sabbathkeeping should be
right.”

7, “The Lord has been greatly dis-
honored by those who have not kept
the Sabbath aceording to the command-
ment, either in the letter or in the
spirit. He calls for a rcform in the
observance of the Sabbath.”

8. “All through the week we are to
havo the Sabbath in mind, and be mak-
ing preparation to keep it according
to the commandment.”

9, “While preparation for the Sab-
bath is to be made all through the
week, Friday is to be the special prep-
aration day.”

10. #On Friday let the preparation
for the Sabbath be completed, See
that all the clothing is in readiness,
and that all the eooling is done, Let
the boots be blacked, and the baths
be takem. It is possible to de this
If you make it a rule, you can do it.
The Sabbath is not to be given to the
repairing of garments, to the cooking
of food, to pleasurc seeking, or to
any other worldly employment. Before
the seiting of the sum, let afl secular
work be laid aside, and all secular
papers be pul out of sight.”

11. “Before the setting of the sun,
let the members of the family as-
gsemble to read God’s word, to sing
and pray.”

12, “In pleasant weather let par-
ents watk with their children im the
flelds and groves. Amid the beautiful
things of nature tell them the reason
for the institution of the Sabbath,
Describe to them Ged’s great work
of ercation.”

13. “All heaven is keeping the Sab-
bath, but not in a lstless, do-nothing
way. On this day every emergy of
the seul should be awake; for are we
not to meet with God and with Christ
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our Saviour? We may behold Him by
faith., e is longing te refresh and
pless every soul”

14. “The temple of God is opened
in heaven, and the threshoeld is flushed
with the glory which is for every
chureh that will love God and keep His
commandments. We need to study, to
meditate, and to pray. Then we shall
have spirituzl eyesight to diseerm the
inner courts of the celestial temple,
‘We shatl cateh the themes of song
and thanksgiving of the heavenly choir
round about the throne.”

15. “God tcachss us that we should
assemble in Hig house to eultivate the
attributes of perfect love. This will
fit the dwellers of earth for the
mansions that Christ las gone to pre-
pare for all who love Him. There they
will assemble in the sanciuary from
Sabbath to Sabbath, from one new
moont to ancther, to unite mm loftiest
strains of song, in praise and thanks-
giving to Him whoe sits upon the
throne, and to the Lamb forever and
ever.”

Rachel Preston and the Sabbath

To begin this story, we must go
back to the spring of 1844, In the
town of Washington, New Hampshire,
there was an earnest company of Ad-
ventists, They were not gatistied just
to helieve for themselves that Jesus
was eeming that next October; they
must have their neighbers know i,
and persuade all they could to join
them in getting ready for Him.

One day the young woman who
taught school in the village announced
that her mother was ecoming from
New York to visit her. Of eourse they
all were very glad to seec this visitor,
whose name was Mrs. Rachel Preston,
and they made her feel very mueh at
home among them. And it was very
natural that as they talked with her,
the hope that was in their hearis
should come before them and fill an
important plaee in their econversation.
Rachel Preston had not been there a
day before she knmew that they were
eagerly looking for the Lord Jesus
to come. After she had listened to
their arguments and explanations, she
said quietly, “I think you are right,
Now I want to ask you one question.
Why do you keep Sunday for the
Sabbath?”’

“Why,” angwered William Farns-
worth, “isn’t it the Sabbath®”

“No, indeed,” said Rachel Preston,
And then she took her Bible, as they
had taken theirs to teach her the
message of Jesus’ coming, and she
tanght them the truth of the Babbath.
For Rachel Preston was a Seventh Day
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Baptist, and the Seventh Day Baptists
had kept the Sabbath for several hun-
dred years,

After hearing what Rachel Preston
told them, the Adventists were much
concerned about their duty in this
matter, William Farnsworth kept the
next Sabbath; Frederick Wheeler and
others soon followed. And so Sab-
bathkeeping began among the Ad-
ventists.

Then came the great disappoint-
ment on the twenty-secomd day of
October. But after this some m the
little eompany still continued to keep
the ®abbath. One of these was a
minister named 1. M. Preble. He was
# very cloquent man, and the Advent-
ists far and wide thought very much
of him. After the disappointment,
he made up his mind that the Sahbath
should be brought to the attention of
the Adventist people more widely, So
he wrote about it, and his article was
published in an Adventist paper
called The Hope of Israel. This was
in February, 1845.

Joseph Bates received a eopy of this
paper, and read what Preble had to
say about the Babbath. He set to
work to study it, and he made up his
mind that the seventh day is the only
day God ever set apart for the Sab-
bath, and thai therefore it is the
Sabbath.

But he wanted to see the hrethren
and sisters who first began to teach
it; so he took a journey from his
home in New Bedford up to Washing-
ton, New Hampshire. There he met
the Sabbathkceping Adventists. After
studying the matber with them, he be-
eame very sure that the Sabbath truth
was one which God meant the Ad-
ventist peeple to know and to reecive.
Back, therefore, he went to New Bed-
ford, full of the great news.

The next day after reaching heme,
ag he was crossing a bridge over a
near-by stream on his way to visit
friends, ke met an acquaintance,
Captain IIall

“Good mornimg,
sang out Captain Hall
news this morning 8’

“The ncws is” answered Captain
Bates, “that the seventh day is the
Babbath of the Lord.” And he began
to tell his friend what he had learned.
Captain Hall went straight home and
called his wife, and they sat down to
study the question. It was not long
before they came to the conclusion

Captain Bates,”
“What’s the
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that Captain Bates was right, and
they began to keep the Sabbath, too.
—Arthur W. Spalding, in “Pioncer
Stories,” pp. 237-840.

The Indian Chief and the
Sabbath

Onz Sabbath morning all the mis-
sionaries had been called away from
the prineipal mission station in a cer-
tain section of South Ameriea, and
the Sabhath services were in the charge
of a nafive worker. BEverything was
progressing very mnieely, when sud-
denly a Catholie priest came in at the
open door. Seeing that the Imdians
were all alone, he went to the front
of the room and began speaking to
them.

He complimented them on the prog-
regs they had made. He remarked
about their cleanliness and their de-
sire to learn more about God. He
spoke of his appreeiation of the work
the missionaries had beea doing among
them in caring for the sick, teaching
them how to lve more healthfully,
teaching them how to read and write,
ete. Ile was a very eclever spokes-
man, and the Indians weve delighted
with the things he said.

Finally, however, he said: “But
there is one thing about which the
misgionaries have deceived you, and
that is this question of the Sabbath.
It is true that years and years ago, so
long ago that it is abmost impossible
to tell just when, the seventh day of
the week was the Sabbath; but that
wag zo long apoe that the Sshbath
has worn out, and it has been necees-
sary to appoint a new day as the
Sabbath. That new day is Sunday.”

At this point, onc of the older Im-
dians, a chicf, asked permission to
say a word; and the priest, thinking
the echicf would not know how to
contradiet what he had been saying,
gave him permission.

Pointing toward the sun, he agked:
“Is this the same sun God made in the
beginning 87

The priest, not seeing what the sun
would have to do with the things he
had been saying, replied: “Yes, good
man, it is the samo sun.”

“The sun was created three daya
hefore the Sabbath, wasn’t it?” the
Indian chief asked.

“T helieve it was,” answered the
priest, still wondering what connce-
tion thero could be between the sun
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and the subjeet under eomsideratiom,

“Well, the sun hasn’t worn out yet;
s0 I dow’t belicve the Sabbath has
either,” angwered the Indian chief.

The priest saw that hiy argument
about the Sabbath’s being worn out
could not stand before such simple,
yet forceful logie, and he haatily left
the Indians to themselves, to go on
with thelr meeting undisturbed.
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“HAPPINESS is a perfume which you
eannot pour on others without get-
ting 2 few drops on yourself.”

woow

“No sunrise, mountaintop, or blos-
som is so beautiful and so inspiring
by its beauty as human faces at their
best, A smile is the subtlest form
of beauty in all the visible ereation,
and heaven breaks on the earth in the
smiles of certain faces.”

Ride On, King Jesus.

(Rev. 19;11-16.)

Henry de Fluiter

H. de F.
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Our Foreign Missions

for missions is taken.

These pages provide interesting and helpful material for church elders
and conference workers in promoting foreign mission work, and may
be used on the second Sabbath of each month when the church offering

Attending General Meetings in
China

ROM a letter long in eoming,

we take portions whieh depiet

some of the experiences of
George J. Appel, superintendent of
Central China Union Mission, and his
fellow workers, in seeking to meet
appointments of provineial general
meetings in that union.

“After returning to Bhanghai from
Yencheng, Honan, together with T. A,
Shaw, field missionary secrelary of the
Bast China Union, and Pagtor J. E.
Frick, direetor of the Kiangsi Mis-
sion, we planned to go into central
Kiangsi via Ningpo, the only open
port on the Fast China eoast, to hold
an annual meeting at Kian, There
was no serious diffienity m traveling
from Shanghail to Ningpo, but we ha
many exeiting and trying experiences
as we ftraveled om to the inferior,
After traveling for some two hours on
a small steam launch, we transferred
to a sampan, going up a stream to a
amall village, where we took rickshas
through paddy fields over a winding
cobblestone path to the first bus ata-
tiwn. Here we were disappointed, for
all the tickets had been bought for
the through bus for several days to
come. We had to go by the sectional
bus, taking {wo days fo reach the end
of the railway, where we could tale
g train for one night ounly to a point
neay the battle lines, from where we
had to plan on traveling a long, cir-
cuitous Toute to reach cur destination.
These buses shake and rattle, and many
times the steering gear is so loose
that ome trembles as he goes around
curves on the high mountaing. We
gaw the remaing of many buses in the
canyens and on the side of the road.
They are so crowded that often it is
necessary to crawl through the win-
dows to get in. Christmas night we
spent in a small an far out in the
country. It was dark and cold, but
afforded some refuge from the outside
eold.

“After traveling another day and
night, we arrived at the end of the
ghort railway, where we again had to
arrange for bus passage. The station
master told ws that the tiekeis had
all been spoken for for soveral days.
After several hours we succeeded im
arranging passage on fop of a truck
loaded with heavy hales of cotion
yarn, Over the mountains and across
bridges we went, sharing whal space

we had on top of the load with seven
Chinese soldiers. As the evening
shadows began te gather, the driver
iost control of the ear as we went
down & little incline and over a small
bridge, First the truck started to turn
over one way, and then righted itgelf;
then it weni over on the other gide of
the road and turned upside down and
over again. Brothers Shaw and Frick
jumped gome fifteen feet from the
top of the load to a small level place
over the cmbankment, I was thrown
the same distance, and landed on my
head and shoulder. I knew the truck
was roiling down baeck of me, and so
I bhwrriedly crawled and rolled over
to get out of the way, Omnc of the
soldiers sitting with me on the load
was crushed to death. Terror-stricken,
T rose to see what had happened to
the other men. Brother Shaw iried to
get up and then dvopped baek, moan-
ing, ‘My saukle iz broken.’ Brother
Frick and I forgot our own diffieulties,
although later we found that ome of
us had two broken ribs. We helped
Brother Shaw find a place to sit down.
His foot immediately began to swell,
giving him severe pain. Gathering up
our badly smashed luggage, we soon
halled a truck that was loaded with
salt. 'We made Brother Shaw as eom-
fortable as possible by having him it
on top of the damp =alt, and in two
and one half hours we arrived at the
next station. Here we found a native
doctor, whe put some black ocintment
on the injured ankle and wrapped it
up. After getting something to eat,
we bathed the foot with hot water,
which gave some relief, Not until two
weeks Iater, on reaching Changsha, did
we learn by X ray that the ankle was
dislocated.

“Om arriving at Shangsha how happy
we wore to meet Pastor and Mrs,
James, who had arrived there under
very trying travel comditions a few
months before to lead the work in that
field. Nearly one hundred workers
and members had gathered for the
meeting, which was held in the school
chapel, for our beautiful church build-
ing was burned nearly a year ago.
Here in this mission, as in the Kiangsi
Mission, even though the work had
to be carried on in the midst of bomh-
ing and other war conditions, the Lord
had sparved the lives of MHis workers.
God came very near as we prayed and
studied together. Those workers and
others returned to their stations with
determination to win more sculs for
God during the present year. How
thankful I am to be assceiated with
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such a loyal and faithful band of
workers in the finishing of the work
in China.”

Touching a Few New Openings
MissioNARY 8. G. MAXWELL, from
the Kenya Coast, East Africa, where
the equatorial sun makes winter scenes
unknown, tells of new interests spring-
ing wup ‘where before leathenism
reigned supreme, Ie notes that this
coagt mission, with headquarters at
Changamwe, Mombaga, is the only
work we have on the east coast of
Africa from Natal to Port Said.

“At one school we met gray-haired
Job, an old man who had gained the
vietory where others failed, He is
now building near the schogl, and his
wife is suilably clothed, another test
to these Giriama people. The women
prefer to woar round their walst, as
their only garment, nine yards of whate
elolly, about eighteen inches wide.

“At a plaee where there is a new
interest, yet without a worker, we
found the people attempting to cut a
four-mile road through the bush. They
had already creeted a place of wor-
ship, and, in spite of the intense heat,
kept fully awake to the imgtruetion,
Scveral women had changed their cus-
tomary attire, and were woaring
dresses. An homr’s walk away a sec-
ond inferest was growing and a prayer
houge was nearing completion.

“Fording the Sabaki River, which
was in partial flood, our believerg at
Bingwaya carried our loads for an
hour tc their village. The large
school building had been burned a
few weeks before. Apparently some
of the old men became annoyed at the
sehool bell which was for elasses and
serviges—they may have had a twinge
of conscience, Tnder the influence of
drink they deeided to burn out the
offender, and one of them made his
way by night to light the roof, TIn his
muddied condition he did not get the
blaze going fast enough, and there was
time to retrieve the eguipment ingide,
There is the nucleus of a goed chureh
here, ten having been baptized. Tt
wag encouraging to see a dozen fam-
ilies line up after the Sabbath service
to show what the gospel message had
done for them.

Through  misrepresentation  of
other asccieties, the government had
not been willing to give us school sites
at the coast. But after the local
official had paid a visit to this school,
under a progressive teacher trained at
Kamagambo, and had seen the way
an exeellent school garden had been
cultivated, he changed his mind. Now
we cannot find the men and the means
fast emough to meet the permissions
granted.”

Those Forty Bicycle Workers

Our on the plaing and hillsides of
Manchuria forty bicyele workers went
forth in literature evangelism. Super-
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intendent K. H. Wood tells us more
about them, ag follows:

“A% the cloge of the annual instituie
forty solporteurs, who style themselves
‘The Flying Brigade, mounted their
bieyeles, and scattered to all parts of
this vast territory. Some were as-
signed to the larger ecities and adja-
cent countryside. Others were to work
among the widely scattered homes and
villages on the Manchurian plains.
8till others would canvass the frontier
towng with their shepherds and cattle
raisers on the beautiful grasslands of
Mongolia. Al were filled with deter-
mination, by the help of the Lord, to
reach the highest goal ever set for
literature sales in this field. Without
bicycles, however, it would have been
impossible to cover the distances far
back from railroad and bug lines into
previously unentered territory, and to
thoroughly work such parts of the field.

“Many prayers have followed this
group of workers as they have labored
untiringly in the face of difficulties,
through the heat of summer and the
cold of winter. Often their plans have
been disrupted and their work hin-
dered by storms or flopds. At times
vegults have been curtailed by drouth
or other calamity; yet they have pur-
sued their migsion of distributing the
truth-filled literature for this -time
throughout the length and breadth of
the land, That the Lord has greatly
blessed their efforts is revealed in the
report of the year’s work. Not only
have they passed their goal of 30,000
subseriptions to our Chinese Signs of
the Times magarzine, but they have
also cxcedded their other goal of
$50,000 (Manchukuo eurreney) for
total sales by nearly $10,000, The
messages eontained in thig literature
are already bearing fruit, and cur col-
perteurs have had the privilege of
assisting in developing several groups
of holievers. A mnumber of these have
been organized into Sabhbath schools
and are earncstly studying the truth,
while at least one group has already
boen organized into a church.”

A Vigit to Songa Mission

SoMme twenty years ago Missionary
C. Robinsen and his helpers apened
the Songa Mission Statien in the
Belgian Conge. Reecently &. A. Elling-
worth traveled to and through this
territory by train and auto over a
good road. TFormerly the trip would
take a week by pushbike, machila, or
on foot. He tells us of what he found
at Songa.

“Songa is now the training center
for teachers in this area. The school-
work is well in hand, and Brother
Hiten works hard to develop and train
teachers for the field. The schoolwork
has been strengthened this year by
the opening up of a boarding depart-
ment for the students, which makes
proper supervision of their time pos-
sible. In addition, a small girls’
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school has been opened. Doctor Rouhe
has also started a eclass for hospital
nurses and orderlies,

“The medical work of Bonga is
known far and wide, beth to Europeans
and to natives, The gick epme in
from all areas to Docter Rouhe. This
year they are building 5 maternity
ward, which will ill a longfelt want.
Misy Delhove is an able assistant to
Doetor Rorhe, and we congratulate her
on taking first place in the recent ma-
ternity examination for which she sat
at Cape Town.

“We can all take pride in the layout
of the leper colony at Songa, The
eompound is kept scrupulously clean,
and the houses are set out in straight
lines, with a definite number of houses
to a community kitehen, in which
there is & separate fireplace for each
house. The eolony also has its own
school, so that the minds of the pa-
tients may be insiructed and grounded
in truth while their bedies are being
healed. We found all the houses in
the compound oceupied, and Doctor
Rouhe told ws there are new applica-
tiong constantly.

“Bo you may know that Songa is 4
busy plaee this year, with a mew
ehurch and the maternity ward to he
built, and the ever-recurring repair
work,

“Outschopls are being operated in
several eenters, and we constantly hear
of new interests. We ask that the
BSouth Conge Mission Field may have a
plaee in your praycrs, thal the work
may go forward as He would have
it go.”

Training African Girls

MissroNarY MARTorY Lowis, of the
Nyanchua Mission, Kenya Colony, tells
of the progress that is being made in
ereating an interest in the edunecation
of the girls in their migsion Geld.

“There are thirty-six girls in {rain-
ing this year, morc than wo have had
gince the regpening of the school in
1937. This is the more encouraging,
as this year saw the introduetion of
school fees, a feature hitherto un-
known for the girls’ sehool. We be-
lieve that the Kisii parents are at
last awakening to the necessity for
girls’ edueation, 'This has not been
accomplished without hard labor by
Pastor Lewis and his ordained cvan-
gelists, who have striven to show our
believers that & Christian parent who
neglects the cdueation and dovelop-
ment of his daughter is sadly lacking
in true Christianity himself.

“Much ig invelved in training these
girls and providing for their spiritual,
mental, and physical growth. In spite
of the fact that the majority arc the
children of Christian parents, few of
them realize the great gospsel truths,
Our primary aim is to send forth con-
seerated girls who will be soul winners.

“The girls need much home training,
too, for they are ignorant of the
simplest rules of hoalthful living and
hygiene, Much of the sickness and
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suffering is direetly due to the people’s
ignorance. We are glad when girls
come to us young, for they cam be
trained into elean, self-respecting
women, unframmeled by the shackles
of heathen ignoranee and superstition,
able to uplift their less-fortunate
gisters,

“The women and girls of Africa can
be uplifted only by the influence of
otherg of their pwn sex. We ean see
the beginnings of such a movement,
Next year wo hope that two of our
girls will be ready to take a teachers’
course, Such a venture will he new
to the Kisii field.”

Jets of Light Amid the Darkness

Frou a little mission sheet published
by the training school at Malamule,
Nyasalund, Africa, we glean items
from a report of an itinerary ameng
outsehools by Missionary H. M, Spar-
row. One schogl could bo pointed out
as a model. Fe wrote:

“Aftor inspecting a number of vil-
lage schools, a pergon can soon see
the difference between good and poor
work. One school T recently visited
was clean inside. The fleor and yard
were swept, and the blackboard was
clean and set with meat work, The
children were clean, and the teachor
himgelf was an example of tidiness.
Each child had a slate and a peneil
and a little ball of wet eloth was tied
on the end of a string attached to the
slate, to keep it elean.

“There were flowers planted in
squares all around the school building,
The scheol garden was prosperaus
looking, and every student was en-
thusiastie. There was a good attend-
ance, and the schaol fees were coming
in fast. The school register, schemes
of work, and log book were neatly kept,
‘Would you like to know the attendance
on the day of inspection? It was
cighty-two! T wonder why., Can you
tell me? Above all, the teacher was
working for the souls of his students,
He was trying to hold up before them
the chief object of a Christian edu-
cation, and that is to make your edu-
cation serve the Lord. The teacher
wag the leader of the community, and

the people attended the meetings
readily on Sabbaths. Their offerings
were good,

“Some might say, ‘That was a model
schopl’ Tt was at least setting the
right example. Some schools which
I have visited were just the opposite,
But in nearly every instance there is
ne reason why that should be.

“I wag pleased to notice the Mission-
ary Volunteer work dene by one school,
They had several very active bands,
Their Sabbath school was alse well
organized. I saw a garden helonging
to an aged couple which one band
had planted and hood. That is prae-
tical Christian help work, which will
bear fruit for the kingdon of heaven.
May God bless our village teachers
and schools and help them to be shin-
ing lights,” MissioN BoaRD.
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