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The People Whom God Sees Though We See Not

HEN spake the Lord to Paul

in the night by a vision, Be

wot afraid, but speak, and hold

not thy peace: for I am with
thee, and no man shall set on thee to
hurt thee: for I have much people in
this city.” Aets 18:9, 10.

These words were spoken to Paul
when fievee opposition besed him in
every city which he entered to preach
Christ and His truth. Enemies fol-
lowed him to stir up and prejudiee
the people. e had “veasoned in the
synagogue” at Corinth “every Sab-
bath, and persuaded the Jews and the
Greeks.” DBat soon the unbelieving
so resisted his work in their syna-
gogue that it became neecssary to
find another place of meeting, It was
here, “when fhey opposed themselves,
and blasphemed,” that “he’shook his
raiment, and said unte them, Your
blood be upon your own heads; T am
clean: from henceforth I will go unto
the Gentiles.” And so the Corinthian
churech was raised up largely from
among heathen idolaters. God made
known to His servant that He had
many children in Covinth among the
worshipors of false gods. For these
Paul, the veteran issionary, car-
nestly lahored. He worked at his
trade fto support himself and others,
in. the effort to find these lost sheep
Chrigt elaimed, those “othor sheep I
have, which are not of this fold.”
“F ., . . Know My Sheep, and Am

Known of Mine”

Tt is the search for homest souls
who are hungering for they really
know not what, that impels us all on
in our serviece for God. The great
sin of Isracl of old was that they
shut themselves up to themselves, self-
ishly appropriating the light God had
shed upon them to be passed on to

others, instead of seeking out thosc
who were famishing for the bread of
life. Little by litile they departed
from God, losing sight almost alto-
gether of the fact that there were
people of other nations to be taught
concerning the one true God, the
Creator, who in His love for all,
sought through His goodness to win
them unto repentance and life.

We who are confronted with the
prevailing iniquity that surrounds the
true people of God in these days of
modern apostasy, should draw lessons
from the conditions in the days of
Isvael’s great apostasy during the
reign of Ahab. This message is
given us:

Many Knces Not Bowed to Baal

“The apostasy prevailing today is
similar to that which in the prophet’s
[Elijah] day overspread Israel, In
the exaltation of the human above
the divine, in the praise of popular
leazders, in the worship of mammon,
and in the placing of the teachings of
soience above the truths of revelation,
multitudes today arc following aftexr
Baal. Doubt and unbclicf are exer-
cising their baleful influence over
mind and heart, and many are substi-
tuting for the oraecles of God the
theorics of men., It is publicly taught
that we have rcached a time when
human reason should be exalted above
the teachings of the word., The law
of God, the divine standard of right-
eouwsness, is declared to be of no effeet,
The enemy of all truth is working
with deceptive power to cause men
and women to place human institu-
tions where God should be, and to for-
get that which was ordained for the
happiness and salvation of mankind.”
—“Prophets and Kings,” pp. 170, 171,

Apostasy Not Universal

And in sueh a time as this, what
are we to whom has been given the
light of truth in Sabbath reform, whe

know what the result will he to thosc
who thus set aside the oracles of God
and exalt the commandinents of men
above the precepts of Jehovah, to do?
Shall we, as we realize {hat there arc
many souls among the lawless mul-
titedes whom God sees and calls His
own, be inspired with the same zeal
with which the heart of Paul was in-
spired? Let us not forget the purpose
for which God bas called us into ex-
istence at this erisis hour—that we
may be missionaries, chuvch officers,
leaders, and belicvers, one and all. He
would have us search for those among
the multitudes with whom the Spirit
of God is still working., Listen o
these encouraging words:

“This apostasy, widespread as it
has come to be, s not universal. Not
all in the world are lawless and sinful;
not all have taken sides with the
epemy. God has many thousands who
have not bowed the knee to Baal,
many who long to understand more
fully in regard to Christ and the law,
many who are hoping against hope
that Jesus will come soon to end the
reign of sgin and death. And there
are many who have been worshiping
Baal ignorantky, but with whom the
Spirit of God Jg still siriving”—Id.,
p. 171,

An Encouraging Promise

The same One who spoke to Elijah
at Horeb, to Paul at Corinth, speaks
these assuring words to uws. Shall we
not seek for these precious jewels?
Can anything be more urgent or im-
portant than for us to be used of the
Lord in guiding these dear ones of His
into the pathway of truth and life?

“As those who have an understand-
ing of Bible truth try to seek out
the men and women who are longing
for lght, angels of God will attend
them. And where angels go, none
need fear to move forward. As the
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result of the faithful efforis of com-
secrated workers, many will be turned
from idelatry to the worship of the
living God. Many will ecase to pay
hemage to man-made institutions, and
will take their stand fearlessly on the
side of God and His law.,”—Ibid.
Conld a greater incentive be given

us than is contained in this promise,
an ineentive that urges us on in our
labors of love for lost omes who aro
to be reclaimed for the Lord?

T. E. B,

3 3¢
Be Confident

TuE disposition of world eveuts to-
day is such that general instability is
attacking every form of faith, Faith
in promises is perishing, faith in all
forms of relationship is waning, faith
in men is at a low ebb, and faith in
God is vanishing., The regult is a gen-
eral spirit of despair, and a sur-
render of helief in goodness, merey,
progress, in spiritual values, and in
any form of redemption of the hu-
man race, All this will lead to an
eventual and universal adoption of
erroneous ideas, lhateful philosophies,
and false religion beyond anything yet
eonceived. “Many have no faith in
God and have lost confidence in man.”
—“Ministry of Healing,” p. 145. On
this basis we can see the way pre-
pared for a fulfillment of sueh proph-
ecies as that found in Revelation
thirteen,

We should not give undue study
to such thoughts. It is better to
dwell on the econsiructive, inspiring
side of positive faith,

We Must Have Faith Always

“You will ever find with the true
Christian a marked eheerfulness, a
holy, happy confidence in God, a sub-
misgion to His providences, that is
refreshing to the soul.”—"Testimo-
nies,” Vol. ITI, p. 377,

Bven in these erisis times we must
preserve and develop a cheerful con-
fidence that will inspire hope where-
ever we are, and whatever happens,
We are all Christ’s ambassadors, and
ambagsadors do not run away in des-
pair, They hope on and work on to
the last. We owe a duty te the com-
maunity to serve and to inspire.

We Must Have Faith in God

One of the most striking instances
of faith in God against outward evi-
dence iz the life of Abraham. We
are told, “Just sueh faith and con-
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fidence as Abraham had, the mes-
sengers of God need teday.” But
what kind of faith did he have?
“With onty the nalked promise that
his descendants should possess Canaan,
without the least ontward evidence, he
followed om where God should lead,
fully and sincerely complying with
the eonditions on hig part, and com-
fident that the Lord would faithfully
perform His word”—Id., Vol. IV,
p. 584,

We have much evidence of God’s
ripening purpose on earth. Let us
have faith and comply with all God’s
requirements for His church,

Special Appointments
for December
Anrnual Week of Prayer,

December 6-14
{Offering, Sabbath, the 14th)

|
)
)
Christian Stewardship Day, g
)
)
)
)
!

PDecember 21

Elementary Schools Offeriug,
December 28

Thirteenth Sabbath Offering
(China), December 28

(O M IR IR R R I I K T X,

T ST DT IR RTINS T,

We Must Have Faith in Each
Other

It is satanic work that secks to
undermine men’s faith in men. To-
day, as individuals, we are ealled
upon to make momentons decigions,
It will become easy fo erificize the
other man at my elbow, We must not
cultivate this gpirit. “This spirit will
eonstantly be striving for the mastery
to the close of time. Satan is seek-
ing to foster if, in order that brethren
in their ignerance may seek o devour
one another,”—*“T'estimonies to Min-
isters,” p. 189.

The ehurch must stand united in a
brotherly confidence that has its
souree in God and in His Christ.—
W. H. Lowe, in British Advent Mes-
senger,

e e

Ingathering and Soul Winning

[While this may be a litile late for
Ingatherlng, yet there are other contaets
wlth beople when thelr attentlon may be

Ploﬂtab]v drawn to the message as
whi solieftlng funds for misslons.—
HEpITOR.]

HarvesT Imgathering gives a won-
derful opportunity for soul-winning
contacts. I believe one ought to cul-
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tivate the ability to make the ap-
preach in solicitatiom in such a way
as to attract the individual to the mes-
sage.

1 had another profitable experience
with the chief exeeutive in a large
offiee. ‘There were at least fifty office
workers, two of whom I had to pass
before sceing the manager. When 1
was ushered in before a polished and
refined gentleman, I appreached him
by giving my name, and saying, “T
am a Seventh-day Adventist minister.”
That is as far as I got. He said,
“Oh! yes. Just a minute,” and then
left the room. In about three wmin-
utes he returned with a eheck for ten
dollars. I thanked him, and he asked
mo to he seated. Ile proceeded: “Yom
were here last year aboui this thne
and handed mo a little paper ealled
Harvest something.,” I said, “Yes,
Harvest Ingathering.” “Well,” he
said, “when I had finished my wark
that day I sat down and read that
paper from cover to cover, and I felt
ashamed that I was doing so little for
suech a great work?” e then rose
and eame and stood before me. I
also rose and we stood facing each
other. He whispered, “I am sorf of a
heathen myself. I do not belong te
any echurch.” I took his hand and
said, “My brother, God wants you
more than he wants yeur money.” He
squeezed my land and quickly lefi
the room. B. A. SCHERR.
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SPIRIT OF PROPHECY DAY

Suggestive Program for Sabbath
Service, November 30, 1940

OpENING SoNG: “Fe ILeadeth Me,”
No, 677 in “Christ in Song.”

ScripTURE LESgsow: 1 Chron. 20:20;
Hosea 12:13.

QUESTION - AND - ANSWER ~ EXERCISE:
“Sigter White Answers a Few In-
quiries Regarding Her Work,” by
A. L. White,

PRAYER.

OFFERING. .

Sowe: “Higher Groung,” No. 489 in
“Christ in Seng.”

Rpaping: “Light in the Darkness)”
by W. H. Branson.

READING: “Fow Shall I Study tho
Spirit of Propheey? by A, W.
Peterson.

ANKOUNCEMENT AND ApPraL: The
Spirit of Propheey Reading Plan,

CrLosing Sowg: “Faith of Our Fa-
thers,” No. 678 in “Christ in Song.”

PENEDICTION.

Note to Leaders

Owing to the fact that the first Sab-
bath in December, the seventh, is the
opening date of the 1940 Week of
Prayer, our regular first-Sabbath
missionary serviee for the month of
December has been set back a week,
and therefore falls on Sabbath, No-
vember 30—November having five
Salbaths this year. Furthermore, in
accordance with General Conference
action, it is recommended that the
Sabbath service for that day, Novem-
ber 30, be devoted to the topie of the
Spirit of propheey. Three eéxeellent
articles, written by W. H. Branson,
A, W. Peterson, and Arthur L. White,
have beern furnighed as suggestive
gervice material.

During the summer months renewed
efforts have been made, in connection
witl the camp meetings, to make our
believers better acquainted with the
gift of the Spirit of prophecy, and
with the wonderful volumes which
God has given to us as a people through
this gift. This good work should be
followed up, and “Spirit of Prophecy
Day” constitutes a fitting elimax be-
fore the close of the year fto further

eement and enlarge the activities of
previous months.

“By a prophet the Lord brought
Israel out of Egypt, and by a prophet
was he preserved.” Hosea 12:13.
Even so, when, in these last days, the
time eame for the gathering of God’s
floek, God placed the prophetie gift
wpon His chosen instroment. Never
before has the ehurch come to such a
supreme hour as this. The eternal
destiny of every man, woman, and
child is soon to be sealed. In such
an hour we truly need the guidance
of God’s word and the light that
shines through the writings of the
Spirit of prophecy.

One of the greatest faetors in the
unprecedented sucecss and advance-
ment of this movement which has so
miraculously embraced the whole
world, ove reason why this movement
has triumphed over so mueh opposition
and prejudice, why its adherents have
cheerfully endurcd persecution and
evenr death, why unity has becn main-
tained through its growth into a
world-wide organization, why the
hearts of God’s people of every nation
and tongue arc joined together in one
common brotherhood and sisterhood,
has ever been the assurance that God
ig the leader of this people, that they
are not only a people born of proph-
ecy, but that God still speaks to them
through the prophetic gift.

In the early days of the advent

movement, this ringing ehallenge from
God’s messenger came to us: “Press
together, press together, press io-
gether.”” How much more do we need
that admonition today! The enemy
of truth eannot defeat the remnant
people of God so long as they re-
main united in love ang truth.

The leadership of this movement,
gensing the vital importanee of each
churech member’s reeeiving at this
time the help and encouragement God
intended for wuws in the Spirit of
propheey, has prepared a definite, sys-
tematic reading plan. During 1940
“The Great Controversy” and “Min-
istry of Healing” have been the two
books recommended, and thousands of
our holievers have carefully studied
these imspiving velumes, For 1241
two other books are reeommended—
“Patriarchs and Prophets’ and “Mes-
sages to Young People.” The latier
hook, while partieularly for the youth,
containg excellent reading and helpful
counsel for parents. Weekly and
monthly outlines will appear, as last
year, in our various periodicals, and
a complete sheet covering the two
books will alse bLe prepared.

On “Spirit of Propheecy Day” an
effort should be put forth to emntist
our people in the new reading program
for 1941, and encourage them to fol-
low it. Those who do not already
possess tho books should be urged to
procure them. A personal testimony
from somecne who bhag followed this
year’s program will stimulate and in-
spire others to join in the new pro-
gram for 1941,

Ev - ry Seventh-day Adventist home
should be supplied with as many of
the volumes of the Spirit of prophecy
as pessible. Our churehes should have
a full set'of the books in their li-
braries for the use of those who have
not yet heen able to secure them for
their own homes. As we continue and
renew our study of these precious
writings, great blessings will come to
each home, hearts will be warmed, mis-
sionary aetivity will be advanced, and
the work of making ready a people
to meet their God will be perfected.

STEEN RASMUSSEN.
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Sister White Answers a Few Inquiries Regarding
Her Work

It is a very common practice today
to publicly mterview individuals of
prominence. Tlrough the questions
asked and the replics given, much
interesting and useful information is
gained, During her lifework, Hllen
G. White was frequently asked ques-
tions regarding ler call and work as
God’s messenger to the remmant
church. We find lere and there in her
own words the auswers to many in-
quiries, & score or more of which are
here presented in interview form,

Inqumry: Won't you tell us first,
Sister White, about yowm home, your
parents, and your early experience.

S13rER WmiTe: “I was born at Gor-
ham, Maine, November 26, 1827. My
parents, Bobert and Eunice Harmon,
were for many years residents of this
State. In carly life they became ear-
nest and devoted members of the
Methodist Tpiscopal Church. In that
chareh they held prominent coumnec-
tion, and labored for tle conversion
of sinners, and to build up the cause
of God, for a period of forty years.
During this time they had the joy of
seeing their children, eight in num-
ber, all converied and gathered into
the fold of Christ. While I was but
a child, my parents removed from
Gorham to Portland, Maine” 1

“At the age of elevon years I was
coniverted, and when twelve years old
was baptized, and joined the Meth-
odist Chureh. At the age of thirteen
I heard William Miller deliver his
second course of lectures in Portland,
Maine. I then felt that I was not
holy, not ready fo see Jesus. And
when the invitation was given for
chureh memberg and sinners to come
forward for prayers, I embraced the
firgt opportunity, for I knew that I
must have a great work done for me
to fit me for heaven.”

“Most of my father’s family were
full believers in the advent, and for
bearing testimony to this gloriouy doc-
tine, seven of us were at ome time
cast out of the Methodist Chureh. . . .

“From this time, up to December,
1844, my joys, trials, and disappoint-
ments were like those of my dear ad-
vewt friends arvound me.” 2

INQuiRY: What apecial experience
did you have in Deecember?

BrgTER WoITE: “At this time I
vigited one of our advent sisters, and
in the morning we bowed arcund the
family altar., It was not an execiting
occasion, and there were but five of
us present, all women. While T was
praying, the power of God came upon
me ag 1 had ncver felt it beforc. I
was wrapped in a wvision of God’s
glory.” ¢ ‘At this time I had a view
of the experience of the advent be-
lievers, the coming of Christ, and the
reward to be given to the faithful.”4

Inquiry: How were You led into
public work?

S1sTER WHITE: “In a second visionm,
which soon followed the first, T was
shown the trials through which T must
pass, and that it was my duty to go
and relate to others what God had re-
vealed to me. . . . I prayed earnestly
for several days, and far inte the
night, that this burdex might be re-
moved from me, and lald upon some-
one more capable of bearing it. But
the light of guty did not change, and
the words of the angel sounded con-
tinvally in my ears, ‘Make known to
others what I have revealed to you.’” 5

Inguiry: Will you tell us something
of how you began your work of writ-
ing?

SisTER WHITE: “Early in my public
labors I was bidden by the Lord,
“Write, write the things that are re-
vealed to you’ At the time this mes-
sage came io me, I could not hold my
hand steady. My phys cal condition
made 1t impossible for me to write,
But again camc the word, ‘Write the
things that are revealed fo you.” I
obeyed; and as the result it was not
long before I could write page after
page with eomparative case, Who
told me what to write, who steadied
my vight hand, and made it possible
for me to use a pen?—It was the
Lord,” ¢

InQuiry: Please tell us more about
the visions,

SisTER WHITE: “As Inquiries are
frequently made as to my siate in
vision, and after I come out, I would
say thai when the Lord sees fit to give
a vision, I am taken into the presence
of Jesus and angels, and am entirely
logt to earthly things. T ean see no
farther than the angel directs me. My
attention is often direeted to scemes
transpiring upon earth.

“At times T am carried far ahead
into the future and shown what s to
take place, Then again I am shown
things as they have occurred in the
past. After T come out of vision T do
not at once remember all that T have
seen, and the matter iz not so elear
before me wuntil I write, then the
seene rises before me as was presenied
in vision, and I can write with free-
dom. Sometimes the things whieh T
have seen are hid from me after I
come out of vision, and T eannot call
them to mind unti! I am hrought
before a company where that vision
applies, then the things whicl: I have
seen come to my mind with force” 7

Ingury: How do you find time to
do so much writing?

SrsTER WHITE: “I am very busy
with my writing. Early and late,
am writing out the mattery that the
Lord opens before me. The burden
of my work is to prepare a people to
stand in the day of the Lord.” s

“Through mnearly the whole of my
long experience I have endeavored,
day by day, to write out that which
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was revealed to me in visions of the
night. Many messages of counsel and
reproof and encouragement have been
sent out to individuals, and mueh of
the instruction that I have rceeived
for the church has been published in
periodicals and DLooks, and ecireulated
in many lands.” ®

1nquiry: Tell us a little more about
the writing, Did the Lord direct
vou in the exact wording of your
mesgages?

SesTeER WiiTE: “Although I am as
dependent upon the Spirit of the Lord
in writing my views az I am in re-
ceiving them, yet the words I employ
in describing what T have seen are my
own, unicss they be thosc spoken to
me by an ange!, which I always en-
close in marks of quotation,” 10

InguiRY: Surely you must have had
literary assistanee in preparing the
many articles and books for publiea-
tion. Wonr’t you explain this 1o wus?

SisTER WEITE: “While my husband
lived, he acted as a helper and eoun-
selor in the sending out of fhe mes-
sages that were given to me. We
traveled extensively. Sometimes light
would he given to me in the night
season, sometimes in the daytime he-
fore large congregations. The ingtrue-
iion I received in vision was faith-
fully written out by me, as I had time
and strength for the work. After-
ward we examined the matter together,
my husband correcting grammatical
errors and eliminating needless repeti-
fion. Then it was carefully copied
for the persons addressed, or for the
printer.” 11

Inqury: How about this part of
your work in later years?

SisTer WHITE: “As the work grew,
others assisted me in the preparation
of matter for publication. After my
husband’s  death, faithful helpers
joined me, who labored umtiringly in
the work of copying the testimonies,
and preparing articles for publieation.
But the reports that are circulated,
that any of my helpers are permitted
to add matier or change the mecaning
of the messages I write out, arc not
trae,” 12

Inquiry: Now, Sister White, we
would like to ask a few questions
about the writings themselves, We
observe that in the Testimonies you
have pubiished many messages of a
personal nature. Why is this?

SisTEr WHITE: “Since the warning
and instruetion given in testimony
for individual cases applied with
equal force to many others who had
not heen specially pointed out im this
manner, it seemed to be my duty to
publish the personal! testimonies for
the benefit of the chureh. In Testi-
mony 15, speaking of the necessity
for doing this, I said: ‘I know of no
better way to present my views of
gencral dangers and errors, and the
duty of all who love God and keep His
commandnicnts, than by giving these
testimonies, Perhaps there is no more
direet and forcible way of presenting
what the Lord has shown me’” 13

InqQuiry: But how arc these petr-
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sonazl testimonies written years ago of
importance to us teday?

S18TER WHITE: “When the Loxd
singles  out individual ecases, and
gpecifies thoir wrougs, others, who
have not been shown in visiom, fre-
quently take it for granted that they
are right, or nearly so. If one is
reproved for a special wrong, brethren
and sisters should carefully examine
themselves to see wherein they have
failed, and wherein they have been
guilty of the same sin. They should
posscas the spirit of humble confes-
sion. If others think them right, it
does not make them so. God looks at
the heart. He is proving and testing
souls in this manuer. In rebuking
the wrongs of one, Ie¢ designs to
correet many.”’ 14

Ivquiry: Is belief in the Spirit of
prophecy vital to one’s being a good
Seventh-dey Adventist?

SrsTER Wilrtk: “It is Satan’s plan
to weaken the faith of (od’s people in
the Testimonies. Satan knmows how
to meke his attacks, Me works upon
minds fo excile jealousy and dissatis-
faction toward thosc at the head of
the work., The gifts arc next ques-
tioned; then, of course, they have but
litile weight, and instruetion given
through vigsion is disregarded, Next
follows skepticism in regard to the
vital points of our faith, the pillars
of our position, then doubt as to the
Holy Seripiures, and then the down-
ward march to perdition. When the
Testimonies which wore onee believed,
arc doubted and given up. Satan knows
the deceived ones will not stop at this;
and he redpubleg hig efforts till he
launches them into open rebellion,
which becomes incurable, and cnds in
destruction. By giving place to doubts
and unbelief in regard to the work of
God, and by echerishing feclings of
distrust and eruel jealowsics, they arc
preparing themselves for complete de-
eeption. They rise up with bitter
feelings against the ones who daxe to
speak of their errors and reprove their
ging.” 15

INQUIRY: You would then consider
it essential for new convexts today to
understand your work?

SisTER WHITE: “Ag the end draws
near, and the work of giving the last
warning to the world extends, it Dbe-
comes more important for those who
aceept present truth te have a clear
understanding of the nature and in-
flucnce of the Testimonices, which God
in His providenee has linked with the
wotk of the third angels message from
its very rise.” 16

InquIRY: But, Sister White, there
are a few things in your writings that
I find diffieult o explain to my own
satisfaction.

SisTER WHITE: “Batan has ability
to suggest doubts and to devise ohjec-
tions to the pointed testimony that
God sends, and many think it a virtue,
a mark of intelligence in them, to be
unbelieving, and to gquestion and
quibble. Those who desire to doubt
will have plenty of room. God does
not propose to remove all oeeasion for
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unbelief, He gives evidenee, which
must be carcfully investigated with a
humble mind and a teachable spirit;
and all should deecide from the weight
of evidence. God gives sufficient evi-
dence for the eandid mind to believe;
but he who turns from the weight of
evidence because there are a few
things whieh he eannot make plain to
his finite understanding, will be left in
the cold, chilling atmospkere of un-
belief and questioning doubts, and
will make shipwreck of faith.” 17

Inquiry: How are your messages
related to thosc of the prophets of
old?

SisTER WHITE: “In ancient times
God spoke to men by the mouth of
prophets and apostles, In these days
He speaks to them by the Testimonies
of IIis Spirit. There was never a
time when God instructed His people
more carncstly than He imstruets them
now concerning His will, and the
course that Hc wontd have them pur-
sue.’” 18

Ixquiry: What velationship, then,
do your writingy sustain to the word
of God?

Srgaer WIIITE: “The word of God
is gufficient to enlighten the mest be-
elouded mind, and may be understood
by those who have any desire i¢ under-
stand it. But notwithstanding all
this, some who profess to make the
word of God their study, are found
living in direet opposition to its plain-
est teachings. Then, to leave men
and women without exeuse, God-gives
plain and pointed testimonies, bring-
ing them back to the word that they
Lhave neglected to follow. The word
of God abounds in general principles
for the formation of eorvect habits of
living, and the Testimonies, general
and personal, have been ealeulated to
call their attention more espeecially to
these prineiples,” 18

Inguiry: Can you make the point
of relationship a little clearer?

S1sTER WHITE: “Little heed is given
to the Bible, and the Lord has given
a, lesger light to lecad men and women
to the greater light.” 20

Imquiry : Oceasienally, Sister White,
we hear reports of what you were
supposed to have done or said, but
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we cannot find the statements in your
books. Many of these reports secm
questivnable, and yet we do not know
Just how to relate onrselves to them,

SisTER WHITE: “To ail who have
a desire for truth X would say, Do
not give eredencc to unauthenticated
reports as te what Sister White has
done or said or wriften. If you de-
sive to know what the Lord has re-
vealed through her, read her published
works, Are there any points of in-
terest concerning which she hasg not
written, do not eagerly cateh up and
report rumors as to what she has
szid.’? 21

InqQuiRy: What do you consider the
most convineing {eat by which to judge
your writings?

B1aTer WHITE: “Let the Testimonies
be judged by their fruits, What is
the spirit of their teaching? What
has been the result of their influence?
All who desire to do so ean acquaint
themselves with the fruits of these
visions. . . .

“Grod is either teaching His church,
reproving their wrongs, and strength-
ening their faith, or He is not. This
work is of God, or it is not. God does
nething in partnership with Satan.
My work . . . bears the stamp of
God, or the stamp of the enemy.
There is no halfway work in the mat-
ter. The Testimonies are of the Spirit
of God, or of the devil.” 22

INQuIRY: In ease you should pass
away, Sister White, what aboun! your
writings?

B1sTer WHITE: “Whether or not my
life is spared, my writings will eon-
stantly speak, and their work will go
forward as long as time shall last,” =

Inquiry: We ean see where our
workers, of course, sheuld have your
books; but how about their use by
the rank and file of Seventh-day Ad-
ventists?

SISTER WHITE: “The volumes of
‘Spirit of Prophecy’* should be in
every family, and ghould be read alowd
in the family civcle, More than one
half of our people know little or
nothing of the eoutents of these books,
and they are loging muech by their
neglect,

“The ‘Testimonies’ eontain instroe-
tion whieh meets the ease of all, both
parents and children, Should these
be read alpud to the entire family,
the ehildren as well as the parents
would be benefited by thelr counsels,
warnings, and reproofs. While these
are placed out of sight and neglected
for the reading of fictitious, sensa-
tional literatnre, both yourselves and
your children will be retrograding
mentally and spiritually.” 24

Inquiry: Have you anything to say
regarding those who take an indiffer-
ent attitude toward the Spirit of
prophecy ¢

SISTER WHITE: “Through His Holy

* The five volumes of the Conflict of
the Ages series, Mrs, White's amplifica-
tion of the conflict story from ifs incep-
tion to its close. replaced this earlier
four-volume set bearing the title, “Spirit
aof Prophecy.”
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Spirit the voice of God has come to
us continually in warning and in-
struetion, to confirm tho faith of the
believers in the Spirit of propheey.
. . . Time and trial have mot made
void the instruction given, but through
vears of suffering and self-sacrifice
" have established the truth of the
testimony given. The instruetion that
was given in the carly days of the
message is to be held as safe in-
struetion to follow in these its closing
days. Those who are indifferent to
this Hght and instruction must not
expect to escape the snares which we
have been plainly told will cause the
rejecters of light to stumble, and fall,
and be snared, and he taken.” 25

INquiry: Then, Sister White, we
take it that the counsel we find in
your books will be of vital importance
to us in the eomning erisis.

SistErR WHITE: “Perilous times are
before us. Everyone who has a knowl-
edge of the truth should awake, and
place himself, body, soul, and spirit,
mder the discipline of God., The
enemy is on our track. We must be
wide awake, on our guard agaimst him.
We nmst put on the whole armor of
Gof. We must follow the directions
given through the Bpirit of prophecy.
‘We must love and obey the truth for
this time. This will save us from
aeeepting strong delusions. God has
spoken to us through Iis word, He
has spoken to us through the testi-
monies te the ehurch, and through the
books that have helped to make plain
our present duty and the position thai
we should now oceupy. The warnings
that have been given, line upon line,
preceph upon precept, should be
heeded. If we disregard them, what
excuse can we offer§” 26

A. L. WEITE,
Receretary, Hilen G. White
Publications.
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“Some Christiavs are like canned
froit—sealed tight to keep from
working.”,

The Church Officers’ Gazette
Light in the Darkness

BY W. H. BRANSON

E have also & more sure

word of prophecy; where-

unto ye do well that ye take
heed, as unto a light that shineth in
a dark plaee” 2 Peter 1:10.

The darkest of all dark places is
the future. We ean learn from his-
tory what has taken place in the past;
the present is known to us; but the
future is dark and obseure. The
world knows not what new peril may
spring forth tomorrow, knows not
what new deviees the devil may have
invented in an effort to ensnare the
feet of men and lead an increasingly
greater number to destruetion.

But for the Christian the curtain
that separates the present from the
future has been drawn aside, and a
flood of light streaming forth from
the throne of God has been shed upon
his pathway. “¥e, brethren,” said the
apostle Paul, “are nmot in darkness,
. .. Yo are zlt the children of light,
and the children of the day: ws are
rot of the night, nor of darkness”
1 Thess, 5:4, B.

This Yight that thus illumines tho
pathway of the child of God is the
“word of prophoey.” Tt has pleased
God from the earliest history of His
chuaveh apon earth to keep open be-
tween Himself and His people a chan-
nel of communiecation, so thai He
might at all times bo able to guide
them safely through the dangers with
which they were surrounded.

Thns when the king of Syria took
seeret eounsel with his men to set a
trap for the armies of Israel, warn-
ings wero gent the king of Israel by
the God of heaven through Iis
prophet Elisha, telling him that he
should not pass such and such a place.
Thus were the armies of Israel spared,
and thus were the plans of their ene-
mies brought to nonght.

In interpreting Pharaoh’s dream,
Joseph gave a divine warning of an
approaching famine, and as a result,
food supplies were stored up that
furnished sustenance not alone to the
inhabitants of Egypt, but also to the
patriarch Jacob and his entire family
during the years when no food was
produeed. Without this gracions pro-
vision they would have died during
the famine,

Just so all through the history of
the world God has raised up men and
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women upon whom He has bestowed
the gift of propheey and whose mes-
sages have brought to the chureh just
the instruction, counsel, and guidance
that was needed at the time. Much
of what these prophets wroie was of
local, temporary import only, and
their messages have mot been pre-
served and handed down to sueceed-
ing generations, Their writings did
rot become a part of the Bible canon,
nor were the messages given by them
intended fo supersede what had heen
written in the Seriptures. Their work
was to give the chureh guidance
through present erises, and to show
them how to avoid eurrent dangers,

Nor was this work to cease with
the close of the revelations that were
to make up the Bible eanon.

“In harmony with the word of God,
His Spirit was to continue its work
throughout the period of the gospel
dispensation. During the ages while
the Beriptures of both the 0ld and
the New Testament were being given,
the Holy 8pirit did not cease to com-
munieate light to individual mingds,
apart from the rovelations to be em-
bodied in the Saered Canon. The
Bible iiself relates how, through the
Holy Bpirit, men received warning,
veproof, counsel, and instruction, in
matters in no way relating to the giv-
ing of the Scriptures. And mention
ig made of prophets in differeni ages,
of whosge utferances nothing is re-
corded. In like manner, after the
close of the eanon of Seripture, the
Holy Spirit was still to continue Iis
work, to enlighten, warm, and com-
fort the children of God”—*The
Great Conlroversy,” p. viti.

Of all the dark periods through
which the ehureh has had lo pass, the
present and the immediate fature ave
by far the darkest. Just as the dark-
est hour of night immediately pre-
cedes the dawn, so it is with the night
of sin. Today, as never before, moral
darkness covers the earth and gross
darkness the people. The only pos-
sible comparisons that can be made
are to tho conditions that prevailed
before the flood and in the days of
Sodom and Gomorrah. But cven the
wickedness , of these days, when
“every imagination of the thoughts
of his [man’s] heart was only evil
continually,” wiil he so far smrpassed
by that of the last days that it will
almost pale into insignificance, This
generation is to pass through the erisis
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of the ages, and sinners, hitherto re-
strained to some degree by the Spirit
of God, ave to finally fill up their eup
of iniquity.

During the perils and darkmess of
carth’s closing days, which period we
have now entered, the church will have
to endure bitter persecntion as well
as the scoffing and jeering of a god-
lesz world, Every device of Batan
will be brought into play in an offort
to shake the faith of God’s people in
His promises of protection, and &
final and determined effort wilt be
made to destroy- the church of God
and rid the earth of His followers.
It will be a period of moral darkness
comparable only to the physical dark-
ness of Egypt, which, we are ftold,
could be felt. We are to pass through
perilous times, and if ever the church
of Christ upon earth needed special
guidance and counsol from heaven, it
needs such guidanee now, Surely it
would not be reasonable te supposc
that God would deal differently with
His people in this ecrisis hour from
the way in which He has dealf with
them in past ages. There is no rea-
son to expect that the chanmel of
communieation between heaven and
earth, so long kept open, will be closed
during earth’s darkest period.

From the earliest beginnings of
the movement that was ordained of
God for the giving of His final ap-
peal to the nations, the light of the
_gift of prophecy has been maunifested
in the remnant chimreh, Through the
writings of Sister I. . White it has
pleased God to send to His church just
those messages of counsel, waluing,
and admonition that have been needed
to unify, gmide, and safeguard its
members. Scores of times, while the
servant of God still lived, the church
was saved from suffering untold harm
and from making serions mistakes, by
the voiee of prophecy in its midst.

Today the onc through whom God
chose to manifest this gift to the
church rests from her labors. The au-
dible voice of the gift of prophecy is
no longer heard among us, Bat this
faet does not in any way deprive the
church of the henefits of this gift.
In the messages of the ancient proph-
ets recorded in the Bible, and in the
volumes written by Sister White, is to
be found instruction which, if heeded,
will meet every situation and servo as
a protection to the church in every
erisis,
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In this time of darkness and peril
our people should take full advan-
tage of this wonderful gift through
which (Gtod has revealed His special
counsels t¢ His church for this spe-
cial time, The “Testimonies” of the

8pirit of prophecy throw light wpon
almost every portion of the Scriptures,
and help us to understand that which
would otherwise remain difficult and
obseure; they give counsel on every
phase of human relationship;

they
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point out the dangers that immedi-
giely confront the church, and show
how they should be met, Thus the
light still shines amid the darkness,
and thus God’s people become children
of the day, walking in the light that
shines forth from His throzne.

Let us diligently study the writings
of the Spirit of propheey, and treasure
the counsels there given to guide us
through the darkness and gloom of
these last days.

How Shall I Study the Spirit of
Prophecy?

Ix its omward march with the ad-
vent message fo every nation, kindred,
tongue, and people in this troubled
world, the church—*“the one object
uvpon which God bestows in a special
scnse His supreme regard”--must meet
the maneuverings and assaults of a
desperate foe. The chureh militant,
which is to become the charch trium-
phant, has been given procious gifts
for its onlarging needs. In this last
hour of its conflict, the church needs
the cneouragement and guidance which
God has given to it in the gift of the
Spirit of propheey. This gift is for
the whole chureh in the whole world.
Wherever the dragon makes war with
the church and the remmant of her
seed which keep the commandments of
God, there is to be found the testi-
mony of Jesus, the Spirit of prophecy,

Not only is this precious gift of
encouragement and
the leaders of the advent movement,
but it is for each member of the
church. It is for us persomally, in-
dividually, because God “thinks of us
individuzally, and knows cur every ne-
cesgity.” And what a great loss we
suffer unlesg we avail ourselves of the
uge of this gift. Indeed, there is not
mueh purpose in God’s giving gifts
to His church unless we receive them
and apply them to our own personal
problems. THow eagerly ought the
Christian to listen to the still small
volee of the Spirit when it speaks to
him through these precious writings,
saying, “Thiz is the way, walk ye in
it.” Today the Christian finds him-
gelf perplexed in a tevrible, disjointed

instruetion for

world, He is beset on every hand by
weird theories and strange philoso-

phies of life. Iis safety lies in cher-
ighing and following the counsel of
God,

How ghall T study the Sphit of
prophecy to get the greatest benefit?
In our study we shonld ever be mind-
ful that the Spirit of prophecy was
given to the church to bring its mem-
hers “back to the word that they have
neglected to follow.—“Testimonies,”
Vol. 7, p. 663. So the Spirit of proph-
ecy s to lead us into a fuller study
of the word.

In what spirit should I study the
fpirit of propheey? If one is to
study the Spirit of prophecy in con-
nection with the word, then the coun-
sel that is given the Christian regard-
ing the study of the word should
apply in his study of the Spirit of
prophecy. Regarding the study of the
Bible, we read, “There is but litle
benefit derived from a hasty reading
of the Seriptures. Ome may read the
whole Bible through, and yet fail to
see its beauty or comprehend its decp
and hidden meaning. Omnec pussage
studied until its significance is clear
o the mmd, and its relation to the
plan of salvation is evident, is of more
value than the perusal of many chap-
ters with ne definite purpose in view
and ne posifive instruction gained,
Keep your Bible with you. . . . Serip-
fure must be compared with seripture.
There must be careful research and
prayerful reflection. . . . Never shounld
the Bible be studied without prayer.
Before opening its pages we shonld
ask for the enlightenment of the Holy
Spirit, and it will be given’—Sicps
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to Chrst,” pp. 90, 91, pocket edifion.

“There iz much reading of the
Bible that is without profit, and in
many cases a positive injury. When
the word of Gtod is opened without
reverence and without prayer; when
the thoughts and affections are not
fixed upon God, or in harmomy with
His will, the mind is clonded with
doubt; and in the very study of the
Bible, skepticism strengthens, . . . In
order to arrive at truth, we must have
a sineere desive to kmow the truth,
and a willingness of heart to obey it.”
—Id., pp. 110, 171,

He who appreaehes the study of
the Spirit of propheey with a reverent
and obedient heart will find that
encouragement and ilnstruction which
will build him up and lead him in
the way of life everlagting.

There are many methods for the
study of the Spirit of propheey whieh
the advent believer may pursue with
profit, but his method of study wilt
depend upon his purpose. The fol-
lowing are suggestive methods:

1. For the one who wishes to make
a general survey of the writings of
the Spirit of propheey, we would sug-
gost the plan of conseeutive veading;
thai is, be will read one book after
another in order to familiarize him-
self with the econtents, Perhaps he
will wish to begin with “Early Writ-
ings,” and read the counsel that came
to the church at different stages of
its development.

2. Amnother may wish to read the
writings of the Spirit of prophecy
topieally. That is, he may wish to
find out what the Spirit of propheey
has to say on the subject of “Chris-
tian Bducation,” or “Suceess’” or
“Angels.” In that case, he will take
the “Index to the Writings of Mrs
. G. White,” which can be secured
from any Book and Bible House, and
will follow the references given inm
the “Index,” noting on & slip of paper
those which set forth the ideas or
prineiptes which he may wish to study
further, Only those who have fol-
towed the “Index” as a guide in the
study of the books of the Spirit of
prophecy, have known the joy of ex-
ploration which comes to the thought-
tul searcher.

3, For the student who wishes to
dig decp for the precious jewels of
the word, we would recommend a
correlated reading of the Spirit of
propheey with the Bible. Is there
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seme text of Seripture upon which
you would like to foeus the light of
gll that has been written in the Spirit
of propheey regarding it, in order
that you may better understand the
text? We would recommend that you
turn to the “Index,” in which, begin-
ning on page 9, you will find Bible
texts arranged in order, with full
references to the Spirit of prophecy
comment on each text. The writings
of the S8pirit of propheey act as a
magnifying glass to help us discover
meanings and beauties in the word
whieh might otherwise escape us. This
study of the word under the strong
light of the writings of the Bpirit of
propheey will deepon one’s Christian
experience and enlarge his faith,

4, Another method of study is the
pursuit of the Spini of propheocy
reading pregram, outlines for which
are earvied in the Review and Herald
and in the Youth’s Instructor. This
reading program gives direction to
the study of the two books which are
chosen for rveading for the year. For
1941 these books are to be “Messages
to Young People” and *“Patriarchs
and Prophets.” Never before have
a people of any generation faced the
problems which the Christian faces
just now, Our young men are con-
fronted with the prospect of eompul-
sory military training. They will be
taken from our homes and from our
elurehes and placed in the army can-
tonments for training. There they
will face problems in maintaining
Christian oxperience. They must dis-
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eriminate between the false and the
true in recreation, amusements, and
assoeistion. They will face tests re-
garding the bearing of arms and re-
garding Sabbathkeeping, Thus to our
young men will be brought the severe
tests of the crigis of thé emd. Our
young women, the sisters and friends
of these young men, wilt face many
of these problems as well. Never be-
fore hag a book bheen given to the
youth of the advent mevement com-
parable to this wonderful volume,
“Messages to Young People” It has
counsel for every problem in Christian
Lving, It is God’s book to youth and
to their parents for such a time as
this,

“Patriarchs and Prophets,” with its
story of the experiecnce of the people
of God in their journey from Egypt
to  Canaan, containg principles to
guide God’s people today in their
journey to the Promised Land. It is
a wonderful bock, Hew much we all
need te study these two great books!
Paronts mneed them. Young people
need them,

But whatever methed we pursue in
the study of the Spirit of propheey,
let ug heed the voiee of the Spirit
speaking to our hearts in counsel, om-
couragement, reproof, and exhortation,
which we need so much. May every
individual in every church in every
place determine to study faithfully
during 1841 the blessed volumes which
God has given to us through the gift
of the Spirit of prophecy.

ALFRED W. PHTERSON.
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Missionary Leadership

Past and Present Accomplish-
ments and Future Prespects

WE are presenting in this lasl issue
of the GAZETTE for the prosent ysar
a most imteresting and enlightening
record of the faithful service and busy
activities of our large army of lay
worlers throughout the North Ameri-
ean Division and the world field dur-
ing the year 1939. We belicve that
as our elureh officers and other lead-
crs give study tfo these figures and
contemplate what they mean in actual
missionary endeavor, their lhearts will
be filled with profound gratitude to
God for using our believers through-
out the world field in such a marvel-
ous manner for the advancement and
finishing of His work.

Of ¢ur world membership, which at
the end of 1939 was approximately
450,000, the number veported as fak-
ing part in some feature of lay ae-
tivities is 197,126, or 456 per cont of
the entire membership. A numnber of
overseas divisions have a considerably
Ligher reporting pereentage than 45
per ecent. In fact, Inter-America leads
the werld fleld, with 68 petr cent. The
Far Bast is second, with 65 per cent;
and Southern Europe is third, with
53 per cent.

North American Report

‘We shall now briefly analyze the
two summaries, We are presenting
first the North Awnerican rcport fox
1939 as compared with that of the
year 1938,

Tt will be noticed at a glance that
the report indieates excellent gains in
practically every item. TFor some
strange reason there was a decrease
in literature distributed. During cer-
tain years we have a wiuch larger
supply of small literature, while dur-

ing other years larger pieces of our
publications are cireulated. We feel,
however, to wurge that very careful
study be given to the imereased dis-
tribution of all kinds of publeatious,
beth emall and large.

As a result of the missionary ac-
tivities of our believers, a total of
4,365 new members were added to our
churehes during 1939 as against 4,019
in 1938, It is emcouraging also to
note that a Iarger number of churches
are continually observing the first-
Sabbath service, and also the weekly
chureh missionary church service.
Funds received from the fivst Sabbath
for missionary purposes also show a
very fine increase.

In eonmection with the report, we
further wish to call aftention to the
faet that during 1939 there were 1,241
Doreas Socicties in operation—an in-
crease over the previous year of 61.
We call attention to another artiele,
in this same number of the GAZETTE,
which bears upon the very worth-while
work being done by our Dorcas So-
cieties throughout the country.

The World Summary

Let us now furn to the world re-
port also for the year 1939, which
indicates that nearly 3,000,000 Bible
readings or gospel meetings were held.
More than 4,000,000 missionary visits
were reported; 3,200,000 persons were
given needed help; 1,000,000 treat-
ments were given; 1,200,000 pieces of
clotling were distributed; and 21,800,
000 pieces of Iiteratmre were either
sold, lent, or given away. Ae a result
of this and other activities, 12,556
new members were added to our
churehes. Ag far as the Dorcas and
welfare organizations are concerned,
iliere has also been an encouraging

Items
Bibie Readings
Miggionary Visits . ...
Persons Taken te Sabbath School
Persons Helped ..... e
Treatments Glven ..
IMouig Chrlstian Ielp YWork
Artieles of Clothing Given
Bouquets and Fruit Baskets
Literature Distributed (pleces)
Letters Written
Added to Chureh .........
Par Cent Reporting Membership .......
Isgt Sabbath Service Observing ........
Weekly Hervice Obzerving Ca
1st Sabbath Offering .............. ...

1939 1938  Gain or Loss
443,031 425,297 17,734 G
1,387,333 1,215,850 171,483 G
§43,887 11,5538 82,334 G
850,92 . 886,663 35,739 L
202,780 03,35 876 L
1,967,423 1,608,192 269,231 G
12,80 796,315 16,490 G
472,36 437,704 34,661
14,960,372 15,986,890 1,026,518 L
01,212 93,232 7,930 G
4,364 4015 346 G

5 % 42% 3% G

1,320 1,292 28 G
1,663 1,586 7 @
$166,096.83 $127,287.82 $38,809.51 G
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gain in 1939 over 1938, as more ihan
300 new organizations have been
added threoughout the world field.

Present Attainments

Gleaning a few figures from the
very latest reports—those for the first
quarter of 1840 for the world field,
and for North America for the second
quarter of the present year—we are
pleased to anncunce that the excel-
lent gains of 1939 over 1938 are com-
tinuing also in 1840, During the first
quarter of 1940, 2,494 new church
members were added as a result of
lay aetivities threughout the world
field, There are gaing in twenty-five
of the twenty-seven items for the
quarter. The North Ainerican veport
for the second guarter is emcouraging
in that 2,123 members were added as
a result of the missionary work of
our lay members, ecompared with 1,448
during the secoud quarter of 1839,
The literature ecireulation shows an-
other upward trend—4,154,000 pieces
of literatwre were distributed during
the second quarter, ag against 2,980,
000 during the eorresponding quarter
of & year ago.

Future Possibilities

While these figures tell in wnristak-
able language of the faithfulness and
inercasing efficieney of the laity in
advaneing the tidings of the kingdom
of God, we feel that the record should
show still greater accomplishments for
God. Realizing that there is hut a
short time in which to warn the world
and find the precious jewels seattered
in the far corners of the eartl, we trust
that the encouragement which these
figures bring to owr hearts will ehal-
lenge our chureh officers to plan for
a much greater work during 1941,

We wish to fake this oeeasion to
express to all church officers, ag weil
as to our members generally, our pro-
foundest appreciation of the very re-
markable way in which lay evangclism
has been carried on during the past
year, and we are persuaded that we
shall see a mueh more eomplete ful-
fillment of the situation as stated by
the messenger of the Lord, that *the
time is coming when there will he as
many eonverted in a day as there were
on the day of Pentecost.” May the
sound of the loud ery swell into a
harmonious chorus, and may the
chureh of God everywhere arise and
finigh its appointed task.

STEEN RASMUSSEN.
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Departmental Activities

Dorcas Society Activities

WHILE it is not pessible, at the time
this report is being prepared, to give
complete totals of Doreas Society ac-
tivities for the entire ycar of 1940,
we take pleasure in giving the sum-
mary for the first quarter of the year,
We ask our veaders to kindly bear in
mind that these figures, excellent as
they are, will be trebled and possibly
quadrupled when reports for the other
three quarters are available.

The number of chureh Dorcas Bo-
cieties represented in the first quarter’s
report is 1,265. Hach society repre-
sents on an average possibly twenty-
five active members, whieh meansg
from twenty-five to thirty thousand
women of the Seventh-day Adventist
Chureh united in serving the Masfer
by alding the siek, afflicted, destitute,
and needy of all kinds found in every
ecommunity,

This fine aymy of Christian women
reported 113,686 lhours spent in serv-
ice in this particular phase of chureh
work, dunring the first quarter only,
This is the equivalent of 14,210 days,
of cight hours each, or 2,368 wecks
of six working days—a vast amount
of work crowded into twelve actual
weeks,

The number of garments which the
Toreas Socioties distributed is 80,276;
and of this number 14,659 were either
made from new eloth or were mended
end repaired second-hand garments.
A very low estimate of the commer-
cial value of each of these garments
given away would be twenty-five cents,
but even at this figure the total would
mount wp te more than three thou-
gand dollars expended.

Quilts and comforters form one of
the main items in the stock on the
Doreas Scciety shelves, and 1,449 were
made by the Doreas workers. At
three dollars apiece, which is a very
iow valuation of these conseicntiously
made articles, this would represent an
investment of more than four thou-
sand dollars.

Four thousand baskets of food sup-
plies werc given out, and 2,723 meals
were furnished to worthy poor. The
number of persons who reeeived help,
in the way of cither food, elothing, er

medical attentiom, was 14,760; and
the number of family groups bene-
fited by Doreas ministry was 3459,
There were 685 special cases of need
—-gituations which required something
out of the ordimary—such as medi-
cines, eyeglasses, crutehes, ete.

Three thousand pounds of bandages
were shipped to our medieal relief
atations in the China war zone or 1o
mission stations In interior Afriea.
This item alone represents much work
in gathering up cast-oif linen and
cutting and rolling it into proper
shape.

The Dorcas workers distributed
75,442 pieces of truth-filled literature
in conneetion with their work. No
doubt these worlers distributed many
more pieces of literature in the gen-
cral ehureh missionary work, but this
figure represents Doreas contacts
alone.

Doreas work is designed fo break
down prejudice and prepare the way
for more direct contact in awakening
an interest in the third angel’s mes-
sage, and these workers are always
on the wateh for souls and are faith-
ful in diseharging their obligations
to minister to spiritual needs. Dur-
ing the first quarter of the year 103
persong, found through Doreas eon-
tacts, were reported as definitely in-
terested in studying the Bible and
searching for light.

In the great missionary program
of the church, the Doreas Bociety ac-
tivities are coming to oceupy an ever-
enlarging place, and this work is
worthy of the enthusiastic cooperation
of the entire church.

Homr MISSIONARY DEPT.
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Does Prison Work Pay?

REcuLar visits to those in prison
were included with other charitable
activities when Jesus outlined the
work characteristic of those whom Ie
will weleome into His kingdom. To
the surprise of the redeemed, He will
say, “I was in prison, and ye came
unto Me.” Matt. 25:36.

“But some of them in prison are
there for life, and we could never hope
to get them into the chureh,” is a
thought that might arise, “If seems
such a hopeless task.,” “They won't
appreciate us.” “They are not inter-
ested in religion,” and kindred sug-
gestions may summarize the attitude
of many,

The faect is, however, that prisoners
are more susceptible to singing and
Bible stundies than the average indi-
vidual not found in such a forbidding
environment. They are for the most
part interested and really apprecia-
tive listeners.

A brother in 8t. Joseph, Missouri,
began visiting the eity jail several
months ago and as a direct result has
added about twelve members to the
little Sabbath scheol there. Tf hap-
pened on this wise: A prisoner who
was intorested in the Bible studies
gave our lay preacher the name and
address of his wife and his family of
eleven children. He sent home in-
structions that all the children
should attend the little Adventist
church. Praetically the entire family
now ceme to Sabbath school, and they
bring vigitors with them. A recent
study in the home of this same pris-
oner wag attended by fully forty-five
persons,

Angther inmate at St. Joseph, later
trangferred to the State prison at
Jeffersom City, writes words of appre-
ciation in the lines that follow:

“T cannot find words to express to
vou the consolation that I derived from
the services which you and your co-
workers held while T was in jail. It
is my wish that God may let His rich-
est blessing rest upon you all in the
services of Iis holy name. I assure
you that I shall always keep in remem-
brance the things that were spoken
to me.”

An expression of faith is seem in a
lotter of gratitude from still amother
prisoner. Ie says:

“I can gee the hand of God patiently
leosening the knots and straightening
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out this hopeless snarl because I have
asked Him fo do so. And you, my
friend, have endorsed my request, and
your dear wife and friends have alse
asked Him to see mo safely through.

“T thank you for your fellowship,
your beautiful songs. My fellow
prisoners greet you. You are always
in my prayers.”

Bome other denomination works
with the same prisoners, and they try
to gain favor with them by promising
deliverance through prayer, without a
corresponding effort at the correction
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of their lives. The natural result was
disappointment on the part of the
prisoners and ultimate contempt for
the religious workers.

Our brother met gquestions on the
time of imprisonment and the hope of
rclease by saying, “I am not here to
iry to get you out; the Lord will take
eare of that, What I am anxious
about is that you learn here how to
live so that when you get out you
won’t get back in again.”

And, strange as it may sound, it
worked. Louis B. REYNOLDS.

Missionary Leaders’ Round Table

Why Report?

ALTHOUGH as a people we deplore
the idea of war and bloodshed, we
do thrill at the thought of victory.
Men like Napoleon Bonaparte, Alex-
ander the Great, Julius Caesar, Rieh-
ard the Lionhearted, George Wash-
ington, Ulysses 8. Grant, and others
are mot remembered because they
wore great warriors, but because they
were great vietors. They accom-
plished what they set out to do.

Perhaps few realizo that some of
the great vietories of these men were
the direct rvesult of an efficient system
of sccuring reports. IHow could any
great war of the past have been won
without the espiomage system? Ilow
eould wars be fought today without
observation balloons, scout planes,
and numerous other means of obtain-
ing reports of the positioms, fortifica-
tions, and activities of the ememy,
witich enable the leaders to know the
proper course to pursue—whether fo
take the offensive or the defensive?

It will be remembered that during
the earlier part of the present war a
great German liner left Mexico laden
with eargo. Immediately a British
agent stationed in Mexico reported to
England just when the liner left port.
Aware of the liner’s speed, England
knew where and when to send out a
man-of-war to capture her. Although
the German erew scuttled the Iiner
rather than allow it to be captured,
the victory was definitely England’s.
Why? Because of & fine reporting
gystem,

Aviators would not dare leave on
their transcontinental flights without

reports of the weather along their

routes, Their very lives and the
safety of their planes depend upon
reports.

It is plain to be seen that great
victories and the success of great
enterprises depend to a great extent
upon reports which make it possible
for gemerals and other executives to
be keptl informed on every detail

And surely if God’s great army ex-
peets vietory in the battle for truth,
there must of neceéssity be maintained
a thorough reporting system. With-
out our present reporting system, how
would we know that there are ap-
proximately 500,000 Seventh-day Ad-
ventists in the world teday; that they
are working in 387 countries and
islands; that they are operating 159
sanitariums and dispensaries; that
512,124 patients have been cared for
in one year; that 3,451,961 garments
have heen digtributed to the needy in
one year; that the estimated value of
relief administered in North America
in one year amounts to more than one
million dollars$

But a reporting system alone is
not sufficient. Every member of
avery Seventh-day Adventist church
throughout the world must become a
regular, accurate reporfer im order
for the system to produce the desired
results, The individwal members re-
port to the church, the church reports
to the local conference, the local eon-
ference reports to the uniom confer-
ence, the union conference reports to
the division conferenes, and the di-
vision conference reports to the Gen-
eral Conference, And so the loaders
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of our spiritual warfare kcep their
finger tips on the progress of the
work in every village, hamlet, town,
and eity throughout the world, and
thereby know just how to plan for
the work. They will know, for in-
stance, whether each church is warning
its own community, thus heeding the
charge of the blessed Saviowr to
preach repenftance and remission of
sing in Ilis name among all nations,
“beginning at Jerusalem.”

Reporting ingpires ome to greater
missionary endeavor. The report
blank is a measuring stick for one’s
Christian  cxperience, for without
works faith is dead. When the ms-
sionary secretary distributes the ve-
port-blanks each Sabbath, and you run
your peneil down the line to mark
just what you have dome for the
week, you sce yoursclf as you really
are. You know then whether your
faith is a pretense or whether you
are really living a life of service. So
it really pays to report, not only for
the sake of the General Conference
and the success of the work, but for
your own sake,

A Word to Missionary Leaders

If missionary leaders find it diffi-
cult to get the members to report, per-
haps the seeret will be found in sec-
ing that each member has something
definite to do, thus making it possible
for all to have something to report,
But first of all you must have faith in
them, Our church members are good
people; they love to do good deeds;
but often they arc at a loss to know
just what to do or where to begin.
But with your vision of the work,
your gehuine interest im the home
field, yon will have no trouble in
getting your ‘members interested and
started to work. Do not, however,
start them out with too heavy a load,
if they have not been used to engag-
ing in missionary endeavor. They
must be trained to work. A farmer
who trains a eolt breaks it in grad-
ually-—first to the bridle, then to the
saddle, then te carry light loads, then
to carry heavier loads. Otherwise the
colt would balk, and would kick over
the traces. The same law holds good
in training Christian workers. RBegin
by getting the chureh members to
give out one tract a week, or a €opy
of the Youth’s Instructor, to visit a
sick friend, or perhaps give away an
article of clothing. They will enjoy
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doing it, and what is more, they will
become enthusiastic about reporting
what they have dome.

Please don’t stop there. Do mot
simply report onge in a while or when
you have time. Do not report every
other Sabhath., Report every single
Sabbath. Do not let anything erowd
it out, If ministers from your local
eonference, or even from the General
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Conference, visit your chureh and have
a message to impart during the church
missionary service, give the time to
them, but reserve a few minutes at
the beginning of the service for re-
porting. In this way reporting be-
comes a habit. Then and only then
will it fill s rightful place in the
general scheme of missionary en-
deavor. MinNig MiTTs,

Church Missionary Organization

Organize for Service

A CHURCH that is organized for
gervice is a working church, A
working clureh s a growing chureh.
‘We lhave many faithful missionary
workers in our churches, but God’s
plan for His chureh is that every
member hecome a woerker. We are
convinced that this is possible only
as we follow the blueprint outlined
for uws. The suceessful, happy way
is the demominational way. What
does it mean for a church te be or-
ganized for serviec? In outlining
ihe denominational plam, we will pre-
sent a few important needs and some
points t¢ be remembercd.

There should he an appointed mis-
sionary leader and an appeinted mis-
sionary secretary. The church hoard,
in fulfilling its duties as a mission-
ary committee, is responsible for en-
listing cvery member in serviee by
appointing the following leaders to
enligt and train them:

1, Class-band leaders. These must
be the hest porsonal workers and soul
winners in the churel, who will be
trained by the home missionary leader
10 give personal spiritual help to overy
member of lis band. By class bands
we refer to the same group as study
together in the Sabbath school, The
band lezders may cr may met be the
Sabbath school teachers, but cach one
must be capahle of enlisting the mem-
bers of his band in serviee.

2, Bible-evangelism leader to help
ihe class-band leaders in enlisting and
training members in giving Bible read-
ings and holding cottage mectings and
lay efforts.

3. Literature-ministry leader to en-
list and train the memhers of elass
bhands in a systernatic Mterature pro-
gram, and in the sale of magazines,

small books, and home workers’ hooks.

4, Welfarc and Doreas leaders for
enlisting and training the members m
Christian help work.

A weekly missionary serviec should
be condneted. This is not a preach-
ing serviee, but it gives the class-band
leaders their weekly direct contact for
gathering reports and giving out lit-
erature and supplies. Tt also affords
the missionary leader an opportumity
for missionary announcements and for
promoting the currené soul-winning
activities,

The monthly church missionary
service should inelude the taking up
of an offering for home missionayy
work, and the monthly missionary re-
port. We appreciate the cooperation
of our pasters in giving our churches
on this day the sexvice topics that will
educate our people to hecome soul
winners,
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should be furnished to pastors, elders,
missionary leaders, missionary seecre-
taries, Bible evangelism leaders, litcra-
ture ministry leaders, welfare and Dor-
eas leaders, and class-band leaders,

‘We appreciate the fact that in some
of our smaller chuvehes the clder will
be the home missionary leader and
also the Bible evangelism leader.
The missionary secretary will also be
appointed literature-ministry leader,
and perhaps in rare instances may
serve as wdfare and Doreas leader,
In some of our smaller conferences
one man serves in three or four de-
partments, but he has distinet respon-
sibilities in every department. In just
the same way we are asking that in
our smaller churches these responsi-
bilities be assigned, and it is our
desire to launch an educational preo-

(Continued on page 14)
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Neighborhood Evangelism in
India

ANNAMAL is a crippled sister who
lives in South India. She was a
Hisdu by birth, and grew to maturity
in the atmosphere of heathen super-
stition and prejudico against Chris-
tianity., But because she was a erip-
vle, her own people refused to eare
for hier; so she lived in a small house
on the other side of fown. Close to
her house lived a native Seventh-day
Adventist sister—a home missionary
in her netghborhood. Soon friendship
vas established between the two, which
led to personal witnessing in regard
to the Christian’s joy and hope, and
gradnally the way opened for Bible
studies. Annamai is now happy in
the third angel’s mcssage, and is look-
ing forward to the second coming of
the Saviour, She has renounced all
her heathen habits and practices, and
her life is a testimony fo the power
of the gospel. Although a eripple,
and in very poor circumstances, she
attends the Sabbath services regularly,
and pays her tithe., We are glad that
our Indian sisters realize their respon-
sibility to watch for souls and are
gathering with Christ. Ii is time
that every member of our churches
everywhere scarch  through  their
neighborhoed to find seuls who are
honest in heart and longing for light;
znd when we find them we must re-
move from their eyes the bandages of

(Continved on page 14)

Annamai, Formerly a Hindu, Now
Rejoices in the Truth
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December 7—Visiting the Sick

“I wag sick, and ve visited Mol
Matt. 25:86, These are (he words of
heaven’s King in that final separation
of the righteons and the wicked, when
eternal destinies are fixed. But those
te whom the recognition is given are
astonished. It geems there must be
some mistake, for, to their comprehen-
sion, Jesus was never sick, and eev-
tainly theve never was opportanity to
vigit Him under sueh eircumstances.
Mence, they incredulonsly ask, Lord,
“when saw we Thee sick, . . . and
came unto Thee?” The answer ig im-
wediate and positive; there has been
no mistake in the aceredifing: “Inas-
mueh ag ye have dome it uuto ong of
the least of these My brethren, ye
have done it unto Me” Verse 40.
Jesus enduved the griefs, the sorrows,
the afflictions of the entire human
famity; there is nof a human experi-
ence through which Ele kas not passed.
Today, even in the heavenly courts,
Ile is “touched with the feeling” of
human infiemities, and He expeets and
watches to see who of His redeemed
and loving children arc ministering,
in His stead, to the sick and needy
on every hand,

In “The Desire of Ages” theve is o
very solemnizing statement, found on
page 640: “All the days of your life
T [Jesus] was near you in the person
of these afflicted ones.” Do we sec
Jesus in thoge confined to beds of
sickuess? Do we fully sense the im-
portance which the Saviour attaches
to even a visit? Some, yes, many, are
ever ready to respond to the call for
sveh ministry in the eases of need
found on every hand, but there is
another ¢lass who respond reluetantly
or not at all, Referring again {o the
quotation from “Ihe Desire of Ages,”
we find the concluding sentence io be
this: “But yon did not seck Me, You
would not onter into fellowship with
Me. I know yom not!” It is a seri-
ous matter to be so blind as not to
see the blessed privilege of serving oUr
Magter throngh the person of the af-
flicted ones about us,

Visiting the sick is our appeinted
sorviee, and there will never he a
time this side of the great divide
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when there will not be opportunity
for such minigtry. There is need of
giving eareful and prayerful consid-
eration fo all that is involved in visit-
ing the sick. Sueh a visitor should
never go forth without being freshly
equipped with eonrage, joy, and eom-
fort obtained at the throne of grace.
He is to be the mirror to reflect the
love and eompassion of the Great Phy-
sician; he is to “speak a word In
season to him that is weary;” he is
to convey the glad tidings of deliver-
anee from sin and its awful penalty,
and to plant hope within the despair-
ing soul

More than this, a visii to the sick
should involve the wuse of remedial
agencies for the relief of pain and
suffering, as far as practical. The
blessing of God upon the imteHigent
application of simple treatments based
on natural laws geverning the body,
often produces marvelous vesulls,
Every Christian should be “under-
standingly effieient” in regard to these
simple laws of health, and to this end
the health-study cireles shouid be
eperatiug in all the churches, There
is a great lack of knowledge in re-
gard to the health principles which
have been entrusted to the remnant
church in order that all may “prosper
and be in health,” and may vender
the broad and helpfu} sevvice called
for in ‘vigiting the sick.”?

December $4—Why Report?

A fundamenta) and persistent aim
in the jayman’s missionury novement
is this: “Every member of the church
a worker, and every member a Te-
pertex!” Maintaiming this high ideal
gometimes scems almost like “hitching
our wagon to a star,” for as yet it
has never been fully reached. Never-
theless it = & worthy aim, and one
which will never be abandoned. We
have come mueh neaxer to getling
every church member to engage in
missionary work than to getting these
same working members to report their
doings conscientiously and faithfully.
Far too often we heay the exclamation
by some weary soul, “Why report? I
we do the work for God, that is
cnough., I dow't propose to let my:
left hand know what my right hand
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does!” Omn page 11 of this jssue of
the GAZETTE is found an article en-
titied, “Why Repori,” whieh is writ- .
ten by a wide-awaks church mission-
ary secretary. We would advise that
it be read carefully, ag it affords a
good balance for the eobjections,

Tlder J. A, Neilgen, home mission-
ary secretary in the Northern Califor-
nia Conferonce, furnishes the follow-
ing timely suggestions:

“Everybody does it! What? Re-
ports. We report on the condition of
the woather, week-end visits, inter-
esting letters reecived, auto trips, and
many other things. Yes, we all re-
port. But what, and when, and
where? There is ome work more im-
portant than anything else in this
world, and that is the giving of the
third angel’s message, which involves
many lines of personal endeavor fa-
miliar o every church member. Did
you report the missionary visits you
made last week, or the Bible studies
you gave? What about the literature
you distributed on that augo trip?
You reported to your friends about
the trip in general; why not repors
to the church missionary seeretary the
amount of literature you handed out?
Or, did you hand out any? That may
he a jittle embarrassing to report, but
the antidote for such embarrassment
will lie in actwally deing something
next time, and by repeated doses, com-
plete recovery will be possible within
a short time,

“fIMnally, brethren, whatseever
things ave true, . . . whalsoever things
are of good report; if there be any
virtue, and if there bo any praise,
think on these things,” Phil. 4:8.
Yes, we all repert many things, in
many ways, to many people; but only
an average of about 40 por cent of
tle church members throughout North
America veport the work they do fox
God.”

Any business coneern whach did not
receive full 100 per cent reports from
its employees would soen be bhankruapt,
and not only would the firm fail, but
the employees would be stranded with-
out & job, In doing business for God
there must be system and order. It is
true that there is a “record kept on
high,” where there ave no omissions
and no mistakes, where every neg-
lected opportunity to do service for
God is recorded, and where “every
act of love, every word of kindness,
every prayer in behalf of the suffer-
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ing and oppressed, is reported before
the eternal throne, and placed on
keaven’s imperishable record;” but un-
faithfulness in duty to supply the
chureh missionary secretary with rogu-
lar reports is also recorded, and is
placed on the opposite side of the
ledger,

A mew year is soon to be ushered
in—the year of 1%41—when, a8 never
before, it is urgently important that—

“EVERY CHURCH MEMBER BE

A MISSIONARY WORKER, AND

EVERY WOREKER A BTEADY
REPORTING MEMBYR.”

December 21—Missionary
Experiences

We are drawing toward the close
of a year of wonderful experiences and
fruitage in soul winning. The faith-
ful witnessing of the lay members,
through the various chammels of mis-
sienary work, such as lay preaching
and Bible work, Harvest Ingathering
and Missions Extension, Dereas So-
ciety endeavor, and extensive litera-
ture work, has resulted in the winning
of about three thousand souls to the
truth. We praise God for what He
has accomplished through human in-
struments yielded to His eontrel.

Let ug pause for a moment to con-
template the picture of what awaits
the soul winner in the near future.
This picture is painted by the Spirit
of propheey, and is portrayed as fol-
lows:

“The redeemed will meet and recog-
nize those whose attention they have
direeted to the uplifted Saviour.
‘What IHessed concourse they will have
with these souls! ‘I was a sinner,
it will be said, ‘without God and with-
out hope in the werld; and you eame
to me, and drew my attention to the
precious Saviour as my only hopo,
And T believed in Him, I repented
of my sing, and was made to sit to-
gether with His saints in heavenly
places in Christ Jesms.' . . . Others
will express their gratitude to those
who fed the hungry and clothed the
naked, ‘When despair bound my soul
in unbelief, the Leord sent yeu to me,
they say, ‘te speak words of hope and
comfort. You brought me food for
my physical necessities, and you
opened to wme the word of God,
awakening me to my spiritual needs,
You treated me as a brother’”—
“Gospel Workers,” p. 518.

. ing reports.
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It will be of mutual encouragement
to speak and to hear of the experi-
ences which the individual members
of the churech have to tell. A few
monents are allotted for these inspir-
“Ye are My witnesses,”
saith the Lord; and “in Ilis temple
doth everyone speak of His glory.”

December 28.—The Call to Or-
ganize and Advance

Tlder W. H. Branson, viec-president
of the General Jonference, makes the
following very important statement:
“Next to evangelism itsclf, the mat-
ter of organizing the church so as to
put svery member to work is the most
important problem before this denomi-
ration” This is a problem which
calls for wise and diseerning leader-
ship, with perpetual wateheare and
discernment.

“The chureh of Christ ¢n earth was
organized for missionary purposes,
and the Lord desires to see the entire
chureh  devising ways and means
whereby high and low, rich and poor,
may hear the message of fruth.”—
“Testimonies,” Tol. VI, p. 28, We
are also warned that “time iz short,
and our forees must be organized
to do a larger work—Id., Vol. IX,
p. 7. That we are on the verge of
the eternal world is very certain,
Prophecies are being rapidly fulfilled
before our wvery eyes, Now is our
time of opportunity to organize the
forees in tho church to do a larger
work in 1941 than has been accom-
plished in 1940, even though the rec-
ord of the current year is most en-
eouraging.

With the many lines of missionary
endeavor eonnected with the proclama-
tion of the truth, there iz “a place
and a work for everyone.” How many
members of your church were not
ineludod in the missionary-band or-
ganization this year? Compare your
lists, and make a study of each mem-
ber whose name does not appear on
the band report eards, to see what line
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of service he or she is best qualified
to do suecessfully, and how to wisely
and tactfully secure his cooperation.

Band leaders should study the ree-
ords of the report cards for the year,
and express appreciation for what has
been accomplished, with encourage-
ment to continme with greater dili-
gence, We now stand on the verge
of the annual eleetion of officers, and
many changes in leadership will oeenr;
hut on this, the last Sabbath of the
year, hold aloft the banner of churech
missionary organization, and eall for
reenlistment and for new reeruits
frem the missing membership. Ev-
crything possible should be done to
strengthen the band organization, and
also the crganization for instruection
and traintng in all the varions phases
of personal migsionary endeavor. May
this last missionary sotviee in the
year be indeed a rally call to more
thorough organization and to greater
advanee,

“If diseipline and order arc neccs-
sary for successful aetion en the bat-
ilefield, the same are as mueh more
uneedful in the warfarc in which we
are engaged as the object to be gained
is of greater value and more clevated
in character, than those for which op-
posing forcos contend upon the field
of battle. In the conflict in which we
are engaged, eternal interests are at
stake.”--Id., Vol I, p. 649,

Organize for Service
(Continued from page 12)
gram in order to have all these impor-
tant leaders trazined in their duties,
We are behind in training our peo-
ple. Pray that the Lord will raise up
leaders in our ehurches who will take
their responsibilities seriously. We
are asking the cooperation of every
church hoard in appointing leaders
who will seek to become efficient in
enlisting and training the church mem-
bers for serviec. L. E. EsTEB.

¥

Neighborhood Evangelism in
India
(Continued from page 12)
prejudiee, tradition, and superstition,
so that they “may behold wondrous
things” in God’s law. Ps, 119:18,
E. D. THoMAs, Home Miss. Sce.,
Southern Asia Division.
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OFFICERS’ NOTES

December

Just Around the Corner

TAT is jast arcund the

corner? The end of the old

year! Down through the

many months of 1540 the
young people of your soeiety have had
‘“nip-and-tuck” experietices in observ-
ing the Bible Year and the Morning
‘Wateh, Some have grown weary In
well-doing at times; some may have
fallen by the way., Bat whatover
their state during the past year, every
young person is ready to make his last
turn around the eorner out of the old
year into the new, Will all of them
finish the year in a stromg way—Dhy
observing the DBible Year and the
Morning Watch ag faithfully the last
day as they did the first day of the
year?

What are they going to do in 1941%
Will they go right on awelling the
great army of youth who are observ-
ing these devotional features? Now
is the time to lay plans for next year's
enrolment, Those who faithfully pur-
sued these devotional features during
the past year will sense their value
and will undoubledly enlist for 1941,
Those who did not entist at the be-
ginning of the past year missed some-
thing, and it is the responsibility of
the leaders to help them sec what they
missed, and to help them realize what
they will gain if they take up the
Bible Year and Morning Wateh
habits, Let us give these devotional
projects an unmseal impetvs at the
very beginning of the new year.

D. A, Ocas.

How to Make the M.V. Society
a Sueccess—No. 12

Rounding Out the Work for the
Year

No soeiety can be considered a suc-
cossful society if the things whieh it
is expeeted to promote are permitted
to run at loose cnds, The society
gxeeutive committee should check fre-
quently on the progress made in the
various phascs of activity in the so-
eiety. As the end of the year ap-
proaches, the committee should en-
deavor to complete any uvnfinished
part of its year’s program. All ree-
ords should be properly entered, and
the neecessary supplies should be se-
cured, so that they may be on hand
for use by the new officers as they

take up fthe work of the society for
the new year. It would be well if
the society executive committee sought
counsel from the conference Mission-
ary Volunteer geeretary regarding
binding off its year’s work. The so-
ciety executive commiftee should check
up to see that zll reports required
from the socicty by the conference
are sent inm,

Throughout the year the exeeutive
committee should take account of its
financial status. Perhaps some project
involving finanee was undertaken,
and the cxeeutive committee should
wateh leat the funds for thiz projeet
fall into arrears. A word regarding
the finances of the soclety might be
given here, The youth of the church
should be interested in all the finansial
problems of the ehurech, and cach
ghould share according to his ability
in the support of the ¢lureh; and the
officers of the society should remind
the young people of this whenever the
need ariges, The young people should
be interested in the support of the
denominational foreign mission pro-
gram throughout the world, It is
true that the young people give in
the Sabbath sehool and share in the
regular offerings of the church, such
as the Annual Offcring and the Mid-
summer Offering, but it is a poley
of the Missionary Volunteer Depart-
ment that the interest of the young
people ag a sociefy shall be tied fo
the foreign mission program of the
denominalion, Also there are local
soclety projeets which need financing.
There must be funds on hand for
literature distribution, for flowers for
the sick, for society supplies, ete.

The policy adopted by the Mission-
ary Volunteer Department requires

that the offerings of the Missionary
Volunteer Society shall bhe divided
equally hetween the foreign mission
program  and the loeal soeiety’s
projects. That is, half of the offer-
igs are to be sent on to the confer-
ence ag foreign mission offerings from
the society, and the other half is to
be kept in the chureh for the society’s
use in carrying on its own projects.
So, rounding up the year’s work,
the society executive committee will
check up to see how its projects have
been carried through, and will en-
deavor fo finish its work bhefore the
year closes. A successful society is
one that does the work that it starts
out to do. AW, P

The Annual Week of Prayer

THERE is not another week in all
the program of denominational en-
deavors that is more important than
the annuai Week of Prayer. Surely
we have reached a time that should
bring every young person in the
advent ranks to a realization of
the need of a closer walk with God
through prayer. The Week of Prayer
is designed for that very purpose.

The world over, every Hevénth-day
Agventist institution, chureh, and
company is setting aside this week
for study, meditation, and prayer.
The advent believers in every land—
young and old alike—are gathering
daily to seek the Lord for a deeper
spiritual experience. Will the young
people in your society and chureh re-
ceive that biessing which God has in
atore for His people durlng this
annual convoeation? That depends
upen the leadership. What are you
to do to make this week profitable?

1. You are to lay definite plans at
an early dete in cooperation with the
pastor and the clders of the church
and with the Missionary Volunteer
leader of the conference,

2. You are to call your Missionary
Volunfeer cxeecutive officers together
to make tangible plans.

3. You are to organize prayer and
personal workers’ bands to mect daily.

4. You are to arrange meetings at
such times that it will be possible
for all your young people to aitend.

5. You are to put forth every effort
to make it possible for your young
people to take their stand for Christ.

6. You are to work with the pastor
and elders in conducting baptismal
classes for those who surremder their
hearts to God,

7. Last, but not least, you are to
erndeavor to earry the spirit of the
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week throughout the year by urging
all to enter upon a permanent deévo-
tional program, and observe the Bible
Year and the Morning Watch and from
other inspiring devotional habits.

D. A, Ocss.

Outgoing Officers

THE passing of this old year pre-
sents a real challenpe to good leader-
ship in the Lord’s work, for good
leadership truly knows how to bridge
successfully the gap from the old year
to the new without any interruptions
—without cansing the Lord’s work in
the society to suffer in any way. Do
you know that this is the moenth in
which to demonsirate your spirit of
Christian leadership

Many changes will be made per-
itaps in your own society-—changes in
leadcrship, ecommittee, and band per-
gcunel.  Ilold steady during these
changes. What are you to do? You
are not to bring all gociety activitics
to a elosc, The Lord’s program does
not terminate with the passing of the
old year. You ave to give the work
of the society a new impetus with
the eloging of the old year. Remem-
ber that yowr year’s work is not com-
pleted until you have accomplished
the following:

1, Made a survey of all the past
year’s aetivities—Bible Year, Morn-
ing Wateh, Reading Course, Study and
Serviece Leagune, Standard of Attain-
ment, Advanced Study and Service
Leagune, Junior Progressive Clagses.
Are all who followed these projects
completing them by December 31,
1940¢

2, Scen to it that there is no inter-
ruption in the Missionary Volunteer
aetivities—Progressive work, Christian
kelp work, sunshine and literature
bands, ete. Encourago all to camry
on; then assist the incoming officers
in every way possible.

3. Checked on the record book with
all its information—society member-
ghip, minutes of the meetings, the cash
account. Is everything brought up to
date? Have you neglected anything?
Are you now ready to turn over all
records o your sueccessor at the re-
quired time?

4. Sent all required information to
your local conference offiee by Janu-
ary 10. Of course, your work of the
year wiil not be complete without this
item, Your conference Missionary
Volunteer seeretary is requived to
send this record of the past year to
the union Missionary Volunteer secre-
tary, who s required to send it on to
the General Conference Missionary
Volunteer Department. Can they ail
depend on you at the close of 19407

5. Assured the inecoming officers of
your cooperation. If you are not ono
of the 1941 officers, remember that
you have a place to fill for the Lord.
Never fail to give your suceessovs
your prayerful support. This they
degire of you; this the Loxd requires
of you; this is an indication of your
good leadership. D. A. OcHus.
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Pass It On

Now ig the time to lay dofinite plans
to pasg it on, Pass what on? Oue
of the most important things in zll
the Missionary Volunteer projects—
the Morning Watch. The Morning
Watch Calendar for 1941 is laden with
many Bible promises. This little book-
let should be in the hamds of thou-
sands the world over—old and young,
rieh and poor, believers and unbeliev-
ers.  All will find this gnide to morn-
ing devotions for 1941 filled with the
very thing that will help them to live
the life that eounts,

Let us resolve to inerease the cireu-
lation of the Morning Wateh Calendar
as never hefore, hy—

1. Urging societies to purchase them
at an early date and in large quanti-
ties.

2. Distributing them in hospitals
and sanitartums,

3, Placing them in hotels, Y. W.,C. A%,
and V.M.C.As,

4, Encouraging teachers of Sabbath
school classes to give them to the class
members.

5, Encouraging Sunday school su-
perintendents to supply them for their
class members.

6. Urging our school administrators
to place them in the hands of students
in the school homes,

7. Using them as greeting cards,

8, Encouraging dealers in greeting
cards to put them on sale,

9, Encouraging members of husiness
houses to supply employees.

10. Placing them in waiting rooms
of doctors’ offices and encouraging the
doetors to sccompany them with
Bibles,

11, And, last, but not least, by en-
couraging every young person of the
advent movement to obtain a calendar
and to observe diligently the Morning
Wateh during 1941,

D. A, OcHs,

The Holidays—Gifts

TuE holidays are days when we do-
sive to give happiness to others. Holi-
days are charged with joyous memo-
ries, but this year we ecome to =&
holiday season darkened by suffering
and privation in large arcas of the
world. And as this shadow makes its
influence felt in our hearts, every
Missionary Volunteer cannot help feel-
ing thai.the world needs Christ today
more than it ever necded ITim before.

This holiday seasom ought to he
different.  Officers, encourage the
youth of the ¢hurch to celebrate this
geason of the year in as simple a
manner as Ppossible, Instead of
wastefulness and extravagance, let
there be frugajity. XLet every Mis-
slonary Volunteer, as far as possible,
use this opportunity to make Christ
move real In this suffering world.
Send the Morning Watch Calendar for
a Ohristmas or a New Year's greet-
ing; give Missionary Volunteer gifts
—a good book such as “Alone With
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God,” or “Messages to Young People,”
or any of the M. V. Reading Coursc
books. These will bring a lift, and
will be a gift that will last in the
heart of the recipient for many a day.
Enclose a Migsionary Volunteer leaflet,
with its message of hope and cheer,
in Jetters which may be written; put
Morning Wateh Calendars in hospitals,
in hotels, in Y.W.C.A, and Y.M.C.A,
dormitories. Perhaps tho gociety ex-
ecutive eomumittce ecould defimitely
plan some projeet for placing our
hooks and other literature appropriate
for Christmas in the hands of those
of the community who are in mneed
of encouragement in a time like this,
A W.P.

The Life That Counts

Tk life Lhat counts must toil and fight;

Must hate the wrong aud love the right;

Must stand for truth by day and night—
And this the life that counts.

The life that counts must aim to rise
Above the earth to sunlit skies;
Must fix hls gaze on Parvadise—

And this the life that counts,

The life that counts nmiust hopeful De;

In darkest night make melody ;

Must wait the dawn on bended knec—
And this the life that couuts

The life that countis must helpful be;

The cares and needs of others see;

Must seck the slave of sin to free—
And this the iife that counts.

The life that counts is Hnked with God,

And furns not from the cross—the rod;

But waiks with joy where JTesus trod—
And this the life that counts

——Author Unkaoun.

Buckle' Down

Buckle down and meet it, whatever it
may H

Nothing's very easy, though we make it
so with glee,

Buckle down and face it, with the sun-
shine on your shietd.

If you buckle down and meet it, there’s a
chance that it wiil yield.

Buckle down! What magle iu that chal-
ienge to our strength,

The call that comes to every man of
energy at length.

Buckle dewn In earmnest if you waut to
win the goat;

Buckle down to duty if you care for
heart and soul,

Buckle down and heat it with the force
of alt vour will;

Buckle doewn and conguer every shadew
of the i1l

No oue makes a highway to the dreams
that shall come true,

Tili he buckles down in earnest to the
things there are to do.

—Baltimore Sun.

It’s a Good Thing—

To be blind when others are logking for

trouhle.

To be dumb when others are engaging In
scandal.

To he deaf when others ave spreading
gorsip,

To be husy when others are waiting for
luck to break,

To be pushing when others ave hunting
for nulls,

To bhe tolerant when others are couten-
tious.

To be charitable when others are caught
In mistakes,

—NHelected.
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Around the Family Alar
{Progrem for December 7)
BY C. A. RUSSELL

OprniNg SoNg: “Tread Softly,” No.
196 in “Christ in Song.”

ScrIPTUEE READING: Psalms 188:1-12,

Praver: TFollowed by the Lerd’s
prayer in unison,

ANNOUNCEMENTS,

REporTs.

OFFERTORY,

Tatx: “The Family Altar.”

ReorraTion: “A Ballad of Trees and
the Master.”

Tarx: “Answers to Prayer”

Brcmwarion: “Pray”

Taug: “The FPriceless Privilege of
Prayer.”

Recrration: “My Prayer,” p. 26,

Crosing Soxa: “Just for Today,” No.
563 in “Christ in Song.”

CrLosING PRAYER.

Note to Leaders

In the opinion of the ome prepar-
ing this matter, it does not seem that
the topic lends itself easily Yo fthe
diseussion type of program; and hence
the older form has been followed.
Tt will be observed that the material
used has not been restricted solely to
family worship, but we have felt free
to enlarge upon the topie to include
the thought of prayer in its broader
aspects. We hope this study may re-
sult in inspiring greater joy in family
devotions, and in -quickening the
prayer life of the individual.

The Family Altar

TaE family altar—what i3 169 Why
is it? Where is jt9 Vital questions,
these. An altar iz a place for wor-
ship. In olden times when sacrifices
were offered an altar was erceted
upon which the offering was placed.
This offering, & clean animal without
blemish, was slain by the sinner, thus
showing that the end of sin is death,
and was consumed upon the altar,
The sinner, in bringing his offering
and confessing his sin, showed his
faith in a Saviour to come who could
actually take away sin. In prayer we
confess our sing to God jn the name
of Jesus, who bore our sins om the
eross and died ag our substitute to
Ppay the penalty for our sins.

Now, on this side of the cross, we
do not build altars and burmn sacrifices
upon them, We come to God in hum-
ble prayer around omr family alfar,
our place of worship in the home.

Never should we allow this altar to
become broken dewn. We often ecall
thig sacred oceasion “family worship,”
and well we may. Here the famly
may be gathered together, and for a
little time be shut in with God, Hig
word is read and studied, and rever-
ently all bow in prayer. It is the
privilege of all to join in this serv-
ice, Even the little ones may be
tanght to lisp out their simple prayers
to Jesug, Temptations, dangers seen
and unseen, perplexities, and problems
beset our way. Who would dare te
enter upon the new and untried way
each day without first thanking God
for His continued kecping, protecting
power, aund asking Him for guidance,
protection, and wisdom fo meet the
problems of the day? Never should
ihis be neglected, and in the years to
come, the sweetcst memories of home
will eluster around the family altar,

Prayer is the breath of the goul.
We must have air constantly or we
die. So it is with prayer. “Pray
without ceasing.” We must cver be
in guch an attitude of heart and ming
that a prayer may eseape our lips in-
stantly in time of need. Prayer at
e family altar is not sufficient to
meet the needs of the day. DBut
praycr, communion with God, just
talking with our Friend, is as essentisl
to daily Christian growth as is the
drawing of the breath of life, So
prayer is the breath of the soul,

“What a wonder it iz that we pray
so little! God is ready and willing
te hear the sineere prayer of the
lumblest of Tlis children, and yet
there is much manifest relvetance on
our part to make kmown our wants
to God. What can the angels of
iteaven think of poor helpless human
beings, who arc subject to temptation,
when God’s heart of infinite love
yearns toward them, ready to give
them more than they can ask or think,
and yet they pray so little, and have
so little faitht? . ..

“The darkness of the cvil one en-
cloges those who neglect to pray. The
whispered temptations of the enemy
entice them to sin: and it is all be-
cause they do not make use of tfhe
privileges that God has given them
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in the divine appointment of prayer.
Why should the sons and danghters
of God be reluetant to pray, when
prayer is the key in the hand of faith
to unloek heaven’s storehouse, where
are treasurcd the boundless resources
of Omnipotence¥’—“Steps to Christ,”
pp. 94, 95, poeket ed.

A very touching and
morning prayer is recorded on page
70 of this same liftle book: “ ‘Take
me, O Lord, as wholly Thine. I lay
all my plans at Thy fect. TUse mec
today in Thy service. Abide with
me, and let all my work be wrought
in Thee.’*

One of the most tender and inviting
appeals to prayer we quote also from
this precious little volume, as fol-
lows: “Keep your wants, your joys,
Your SOI‘I’O'\’VS’ your cares, and Your
fears, before God. You camiot bur-
den Him; you e¢annot weary Him, Tle
who numbers the hairg of yowr head
is not indifferent to the wants of His
children, ‘The Lord is very pitiful,
and of tender merey.’ His heart of
love is fouched by our sorrows, and
even by our utterances of them, Take
to Him everything that perplexcs the
mind, Nothing is too great for Him
to bear, for IIe holds up worlds, He
rules over all the affairs of the uni-
verse. Nothing that in any way con-
cerns owr peace is toe small for Him
to motice. There is mo chapter in ouv
experience too dark for Him to read:
there ig mo perplexity foo diffieult for
Him to unravel. No ealamity can
befall the least of His children, no
anxiety harass the soul, no joy cheer,
no sincere prayer escape the lips, of
which our heavenly Father iz unob-
servant, or im which He takes no im-
mediate interest. ‘He healeth the
broken in heart, and bindeth vp their
wounds.” The relations between God
and each soul are as distinet and full
as though there were not another sowl
upon the carth fo share Ifig watech-
care, ot another soul for whom He
gave Hiz heloved Son.”—Page I100.

Wa cannot nnderstand low God can
know us and love us and care for us
just ag though there were not another
soul on the earth. But we are finite;

heautiful

God iz infinite. ‘Wonderful! Pre-
cious! Troe!

Just another brief ¢uotation from
the same beautiful little hook:

“Prayer ig the opening of the heart
to God as to a friend. Not that it
is necessary, in order te make known



18

to (God what we are, but in order fo
enable us to receive Him. Prayer
does not bring God down to wuws, but
brings us up to Him.”—FPage 93. We
should open the heart to God as fo
a friend. A friend has been defined
as “ono who knows all about you and
loves yon just the same” And such
a friend is God, for surely He knows
all about us, and we know that He
loves us just the same,

A Ballad of Trees and the
Master

InTo the woods my Master went,
Clean forspent, forspent.

Into the woods my Master came,
Forgpent with love and shame.

But the olives they were not biind

o ITim
The llttle gw.y leaves were kind to

The thorn {ree had a mind to Him
YWhen into the woods He came.

Out of the woods my Master went,

And He was well content,

Ont of the woods my Master came,

Content with death and shame,

IWhen death and shame would woo
Him last,

Trom l}ndel the trees they drew Him

"Twas on a cree lhey siew Him-—last
When out of the woods He came.

—Ridney Lanter.

Answers to Prayer

READ Luke 11:9, 10, Put with this
the wonderful promise found in 1
John 3:21, 28; 5:14, 15,

God’s promises are sweeping, but
not unconditional. Ask and ye shall
receive—what? The identical thing
we ask for? Not always. Ile who
knows what is best for us far better
than we ourselvee know, will, in re-
gponse to our request, give us whai
we ask for, or, withhelding that, give
us something better. How do I
know this? I read, “No good thing
will He withhold from them that walk
wprightly,” “if we ask anything ac-
cording to His will” We dare not
demand of God something which is
not in harmony with His divine will
And we must Dbe living in all good
faith, deing His will as He reveals
it to uws in His word and by Iis
Bpirit. We must “keep His com-
mandments, and do those things that
are pleasing in His sight!’

Known sin clung to, cherished in
the heart, severs the connection be-
tween us and heaven. The ingtrument
here on earth may click, but no mes-
sage goes through, for the wires are
cut. The only prayer that a man
living im known sin ean utter with
any promise that it will be heard and
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answered is the cry, “God be mereiful
to me a sinner.” (Read Ps, 66:18;
Prov. 28:9,) Living in sin is like
gtriking a Dblow in the very face of
God, and how can a man lift up one
hand to strike and the other to pray?

The following incident, taken from
“Real Prayer,” by Cortland Myers,
well illustrates this point.

“Someone asked a Christian woman
who had omce been a member of the
church why she had given up her rela-
tion to the church of Chrigt and ap-
parently to Christianity, 8he said,
‘Because I don’t believe the Bible)
He said, “Why don’t you believe the
Bible¥ ‘Because I tried its promisos
and found them untrue’ He said, ‘I
would like to have you tell me one
gingle promise in the word of God
that you have tried and found untrue”’
She replied, Does it not say some-
whers in the Bible, “Whai things
soever ye desire, when ye pray, be-
lieve that ye receive them, and ye shall
have them”? He said, ‘Tt says some-
thing that sounds lke that) <‘Well)
she said, ‘my husband was very ill. I
asked God to restore my husband fo
health. I believed He would, but my
tusband died. Did not that promise
fail? He said, ‘No, the promise did
not fail’ ‘But does it not say, “What
things sgever ye desire, when ye pray,
believe that ye receive them, and ye
ghall have them”? ‘It says some-
thing that sounds like that. ‘Well’
she said, ‘just what does it say¥
He replied, ‘Tt says, “What things so-
ever ye desire, when ge¢ pray, believe
that ye receive them, and e shall
have them. [Emphasis ours.]” Are
you one of the “ye’s”? Are you ome
of the people to whom the promise
was maade? She said, “Wasn’t it made
to all professing Christians? He said,
‘Oortainly not. God tells us exactly
to whom He makes this promise” She
gaid, ‘T would like to know to whom
it was made, then’ e opemed his
Bible and read: ¢ “Whatsoever we ask,
we reeeive of Him, because we keep
HWis commandments, and do those
things that are pleasing in His sight.”
Were you keeping His command-
mentsd Were you doing the things
that were pleasing in His sight?
Were you living to the glory of God
in all things$’ She said, ‘No, I was
not.! ‘Then the promise was not made
to you.?! No, it was not.’ ‘It did not
fail, then, did it¥ She saw her error
and came back to God.”
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George Mueller, of Bristol, Eng-
land, that man of God who did such
a wonderful work in establishing or-
vhanages to care for helpless children,
said he had had definite answers to
30,000 prayers in the same day that
the requests were made. He kepi a
record of the prayers, and then
checled them off his book when the
answers came. Mr, Myer, in his
book, pages 60-62, cites an incident
in the life of this great man of
prayer, as told by the captain of an
ocean liner:

“In crossing the ocean on omne of
our voyages my whole life was revo-
lutionized. We had on board a man
of God, George Mueller of Bristol.
I had heen on that bridge for twenty-
two hours without leaving it. T was
startled by someonc tapping me on
the shoulder, It was George Musller.
‘Captain,’ he eaid, ‘T have come to
tell you that I must he in Quebec
on Saturday afternoon’ This was
Wednesday. Tt is impossible, I said.
“Very well, if your ship can’t take me,
God will find some other way. I have
never broken an engagement in fifty-
seven vears[’ ‘I would willingly help
you, but how can I? I am helpless.’
‘Let us go down into the chartroom
and pray.’ I looked at that man of
God and thought to myself, “What
lunatic asylum could that man have
coma from?’ I never heard of such
a thing. ‘Mr. Mueller, I said, ‘do
you know how demse thiz fog is¥
‘No/ he replied, ‘my eyc is not on
the demsity of the fog, bui on the
living God who contrels every ecir-
cumstance of my life’ He knelt
down, and he prayed one of the most
simple prayers. I mubtered to my-
gelf, That would suit a children’s class
where the children were not more than
eight or nine years old, The burden
of his prayer was something like this:
‘O Lord, if it is counsistent with Thy
will, pleage remove this fog in five
minutes. I helieve it is your will
that T should keep the engagement
which you made for me in Quebec for
Saturday.’

“When he had finished, I was going
to pray; but he put his hand om my
shoulder and told me not to pray!
‘Firgt, you do nol believe that Ie
will angwer our prayers, and secoend,
I believe that He bhas already an-
swered my prayer; therefore there is
no need whatever for you to pray
about it/ I looked at him, and
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George Mueller said thiz: ‘Captain,
T have known my Lord for fifty-scven
years, and there has never been a
gingle day that I have failed to gain
an audience with the King. Get up,
Captain, and open the deor, and you
will find that the fog is gome’ I
got up, and the fog was indecd gone,

“You tell this to somc people of a
scientific turn of mind and they will
gay: ‘That is not aceording fo natural
laws.” No, it is aceording to spiritual
laws, The God with whem we have
to do is omnipotent. Hold on to
God’s omnipotence. Ask believingly,
On that Saturday afterncon, I might
add, George Muellery was in Quebes on
time.”

God never failed him, ror does He
fail any other man when purity of
life and power of faith make the de-
mand, ,

Pray

Iray, father, pray
In faith nnd ealnestness.
Do _not delay
Our God wfll surely bless.
And from His bounteous store will ITe
bestow
Rich hlesslll)lg[s as you walk this vale
ow,

Pray, mother, pray
Not faint, ner doubt not fear;
And some glad day—
It may be far or near—
The anawer that you crave will come fo

you,
Just to yourself and to your God be true.

Pray, parents, pra
Your children's wandellug feef,
Will some glad day
Walk heaven's golden street.
Tis only through our persevering prayer,
Through faith, that we may hope to see
them there.

C. A, RyssELL,

The Priceless Privilege of
Prayer

It pays to be a Christian. What
must he give up? Not one thing need
be left behind that would make him
more happy, more useful, more con-
tented. e may cheose the finest peo-
ple for his associates, and be spared
the influence of the low, the degrad-
ing, the immoral, the eriminal; he may
enjoy the best in literature, and avoid
the peison of the popular novel; he
may be inspired by pure, lofty, and
karmonious musie, and be saved from
the cheap jargon of jazz, rag, and
swing; his recreation may inelude
clean sporis. and games, and enjoy
God’s handiwork in the great world
of nature, and escape the lure of the
theater, the danee, and the cireus,
And so in every avenue of life the
best is his, while the cheap, the coarse,
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and the rowdy do mot toumeh him.

Yes, it pays to be a Ohristian, If
there were ne heaven {o gain, and
no hell to shen, it gtill weuld pay.

Among the Christian’s most price-
less of privileges iz prayer. “Much
prayer, much power; little prayer,
little power; no prayer, no power.”
Prayer is the channel through which
connection is made between our heart
and the heart of God. How dare we
negleet to exercise this precious privi-
lega?
© “If ever there was a time when
every house should be a house of
prayer, it is now, Infidelity and
skepticism prevail, Imiquity abounds,
Corruption flows in the vital currents
of the soul, and rebellion against God
breaks out in the life, Enslaved by
sin, the moral powers arve under the
tyranny of Satan. The soul is made
the sport of his temptations; and un-
less some mighty arm is stretehed out
to rescue him, man goes where the
archrebel leads the way.

“And yet, in this time of fearful
peril, some who profess to be Chris-
tians have no family worship, They
do not homor God in the home; they
do mot teach their children to love
and fear Him, Many have separated
themselves so far from Him that they
feel under condemnation in approach-
ing Him. They ecannot ‘come boldly
unto the throne of grace,’ ‘lifting up
holy hands, without wzath and doubt-
ing. Heb. 4:16; 1 Tim. 2:8. They
have not a living connection with
God., Theirs is a form of godliness
without the power.’—“Tesiimonies,”
Vol. VII, n. 42.

“In every family there should be
a fixed time for merning and evening
worship, How appropriate it is for
parents to gather their children about
them before the fast is broken, to
ihank the heavenly Father for Iis
protection during the night, and to
ask Him for His help and guidance
and watcheare during the day! How
fitting, also, when evening comes, for
parents and children te gather onmce
more before Iim, and thank Him for
the blessmgs of the day that is past!”
—I4d., p. 48.

“In a sense the father is the priest
of the household, laying upon the fam-
ily altar the morning and evening
sacrifice. But the wife and children
should umite in prayer, and join in
the gong of praise, In the morning
before he leaves home for his daily
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labor, let the father gather his ehil-
dren about him, and, bowing before
Glod, commit them to the care of the
Father in heaven. When the caves of
the day are past, let the family unite
in offering gratcful prayer and rajising
the song of praise, in acknowledgmentg
of divine care during the day,

“Fathers and mothers, however
pressing your business, do not fail to
gather your family around God’s
altar. Ask for the guardianship of
holy angels in your kome. Remember
that your dear ones are exposed to
temptations. Daily annoyances beset
the path of young and o0ld. Those
who would live patient, loving, cheer-
ful lives must pray. Only by receiv-
ing constaht help from God can we
gain the vietory over self.”—“Minis-
try of Healing,” pp. 392, 893.

The preciousness of the prayer life
is beautifolly expressed by J. R.
Miller in his “Week-Day Religion,”
page 79, as follows: “True family
worship is a foumtain that brings
streams of holy influences inte every
part of the household., It is a vase
of perfume that sheds fragrance over
all. Tt softens asperities. It quells
anger. It quiets impatience. It sct-
tles differences. It subdues evil pas-
gions, Hearts that are drawn to-
gether at God’s feet every day can-
not get very far apart. The frictions
of the day are forgotten when all
voices mingle n the same heavenly
song. As the tender words of inspira-
tion fall with their bemign counsels,
all feeling of unkindness melts away,
The altar in the midst wondrously
hallows and sweetens the home fel-
lowship. Besides, it puts new strength
into every heart. It comforts sorrow.
1t is 2 shield against temptation. It
smoothes out the wrinkles of care. It
ingpires strength for burden bearing.
It quickens every religious senfiment
and keeps the fires burning on every
heart’s altar.”

The wonderful part of all this is
the fact that we may gain an andience
with the King of the universe any time
and anywhere. We may make the
appointment.

“We may commune with God in
our hearts; we may walk in com-
panionship with Christ. When en-
gaged in our daily labor, we may
breathe out our heart’s desire, inaudi-
ble to any human ear; but that word
cannot die away into silence, nor can
it be lost. Nothing ecan drown the
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soul’s desire. Tt rises above the din
of the street, above the noige of ma-
chinery. It is God to whom we arc
speaking, and our prayer is heard.

“Ask, them; ask, and ye shall re-
ceive. Ask for humility, wisdom,
egurage, increase of faith, To every
sineere prayer an angwer will come.
It may not ecome just as you desire,
or at the time you look for it; bug
it will eome in the way and at the
time that will best meet your need.
The prayers you offer in loneliness,
in weariness, in trial, God answers,
not always aceording to your expeeta-
tions, kut always for your good.”—
“Gospel Workers,” p. 858,

wooow

Enlist Now in Christ’s
Service
(Program for December 14}
BY TIIEODORE LUCAS

Sowes: Noa. 35, 36, 49, 61, 62, 64, 75,
82, 83, in “Missionary Volunteer
Songs,”

QPENING EXERCISES.

SCRIPTURE READING.

PrRAYER.

SoNg.

LrADER’S INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

SyaposioM: “Enlist Now in Christ’s
Service,”

TALK: “Can You Keep Rank?”

PoEy: “The Youth’s Challenge.”

BExpERIENCE: “God Tz Always on the
Side of Right.”

SproalL Music,

Taux: “Charged With Joy.”

PoEM: “Bear fhe Tidings.”

CLosTNG SoNG.

PBENEDICTION.

Notes to Leaders

This program is fo appeal to the
vouth in such a way that they will
enlist now for efficient service mn the
finishing of God’s work. Let us make
this a “youth-for-youth” movement.
God has definitely called the young
people of this church to volunteer for
service, to enlist under Ifis standard,
and to bear the banmer of the cross
before the world.

Every young person, with varying
degrees of talent, should be reached
and be caused fo feel that he or she
has a responsibility in the closing
days. “Enlist Now” is a challenge
to every Missionary Volunteer Society
officer, and should call forth greater
effort than ever before for the youth
of our denomination.

God is calling us fo united mission-
ary work., The Missionary Volunteer
Bociety is an organization which af-
fords many avenues for service,
Having a membership in this organ-
ization is a privilege which i not
io be esteemed lightly. God is count-
ing on every Missionary Volunteer
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to do his duty, Only in this way can
our society fill its place in the world-
wide movement; only in this way can
it enjoy its highest success; only in
this way can the most benefit ke re-
ceived from it,

Enlist Now in Christ’s Service

MANY years agoe the messenger
of God wrote: “With such an army
of workers as our youtl, rightly
trained, might furnish, how soon the
message of a erucified, rison, and
goon-coming Saviour might be carried
to the whole world! Tlow goon might
the end come,~—the end of suffering
and sorrow and sin! How soon, in
place of a posscssion here, with its
blight of sin and pain, our children
might reeeive their inheritance where
‘the righteous shall inherit the land,
and dwell therein forever.” "—*Coun-
sels to Teachers,” p. 555,

In this time of decision we must
choose whether we will march with
Satan’s army to digappointment, de-
feat, and eternal shame, or whether
we will enlisf in God’s army and in
ile end sing the song of vietory.
“Choose poverty, reproach, separation
from friends, or any suffering, rather
than fo defile the soul with sin. Death
before dishonor or the transgression
of God’s law, should be the motto
of every Christian”—“Messages to
Young People,” p. 80.

“Today He is calling for young
men and women who are strong and
active in mind and body.”—“Counsels
to Teachers,” p. 538,

“You know mot to what respomsi-
bility you may be called. You know
not where you may be called upon
to give your witness of truth, Many
will have to stand in the legislative
courts ; some will have to stand before
kings and before the learned of the
earth, te answer for their faith.”—
“Fundamentals of Christian Educd-
tion,” p. 217,

“God calls for those who will be
workers together with Him. Con-
nected with Christ, human nature be-
comes pure and frue. Christ supplies
the efficiency, and man becomes a
power for good.’—“Messages to
Young People,” p. 35.

“God might have committed the
message of the gospel, and all the
work of loving ministry, to the heav-
enly angels. He might have employed
other means for accomplishing His
purpose, But in His infinite love Te
chose to make us coworkers with Him-
self, with Christ and the angels, that
we might share the blessing, the joy,
the spiritual uplifting, which resnlts
from this unselfish ministry”—“Steps
to Chrigt” p. 78, pocket &d,

“The Lord will cooperate with all
who earnestly strive to be faithful in
His serviee, as He ecooperated with
Daniel and his three companions.
Fine mental qualities and a high tone
cf moral character are not the result
of accident. God gives opportunities;
suecess depends upen the uge made of
them,”—“Messages to Young People,”
By, TL7Y, 148,
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Can You Keep Rank?

“ALL these men of war, that could
keep rank, came with a perfect heart
to Hebron, to make David king over
all Tsrael” 1 Chron. 12:38,

There are many cxamples given us
in Bikle histery of men who enlisted
in God’s serviee—men with perfeet
hearts who eould keep vank, men who
could keep in step with the movement,
Let us congider for a moment a few
of these. Read:

Hebrews 11:7—Noah
Hebrews 11:8-10, 17—Abraham
Heobrews 11:23-26—Moscs

Christ called not only these; Ile
calls us also to he witnesses for Him,
to give evidenco in our lves that He
has power to save from sin. We
should be wide awake, earnest, and
enthusiastic in bearing our testimony
upott the gide of right. God’s work
in this world is going to be dome, and
it is going to be dome by willing hu-
man agents who conseerate themselves
wholly to Him, Can He count on you
to do your part faithfully? Can He
count on you to keep your heart per-
fect before Him, and keep rank with
His movement?

The men spoken of in our text had
the privilege of witnessing the great-
est event of that time—that of secing
Dayid made king. Young men and
young women of today may look for-
ward to witnessing the greatest event
of all time—that of sceing Jesus
crowned king of the universe. It all
depends upon their keeping step and
having pure hearts.

The Youth’s Challenge

JUsT now I8 the {Ime for service:
No promise of future 13 made.

Just now, lest evil days comin
Endanger foundations we've lald.

The hours of the year fast fading
Have bronght ug ils sorrow and joy;
New paths now open before us

With dutles our Iife to employ.

ITave some becn lelped by our mission
Asg onwm;d we passed through this
yeal ?
Then cherish the blest remembrance,
And in the good work porsevere.

1f good deeds are few we leeall,
And pleasures have quite filled our
days;
Hnlist now ta serve for Jesus,
We will find to gerve Him if pays.

Our days may be few or many,
Gur eyes filled with gladnegs, o1 dimn,
But serving with Christ i# pleasure,
And happlness always with Him.

Burron CAsTLR.
0 o

“OUr meighbor is everyono who I3
the property of God.”
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God Is Always on the Side of
Right

WiaENy Abe Lincoln was a young
man he ran for the legislature in
Illinois, but was badly defeated. He
then tricd business and failed, and
it took him seventeen years to pay
the debts of a good-for-nothing parts
ner. He again tried polities, and ran
for Congress and was defeated. MHe
tried for an appointment to the United
Statcs Land Office, but didn’t got it.
He sought a place in the United States
Senate, but was again unsncecssful.
He ran for the vice-presidemey in
1856, and lost; but in the face of
these discouragements and failures he
forged ahead and was elected to the
Presidency in 1860, and became onc
of our couniry’s greatest men. Lin-
coln said, “God is always on the side
of right.”

It pays to have the definite assur-
ance of being on God’s side, Enlist
now on His side, and let Mim divect
your life,

Charged With Joy

I prEsUME everybody has kmown
someone whose life was genuinely radi-
ant. Joy beamed ont of his eyes;
joy bubbled over his lips; joy secmed
fairly to run from his finger tips.
You eould not eomec in contaet with
Lim without having a mew light come
into your own lfe. Xo was com-
pletely charged with joy.

If you look inte the lives of such
happy persons—upt those who ave
sometimes on the mountaintop and
sometimes in the valley, but people
who are always radianfly happy—you
will find that each one of them spends
a great deal of time in prayer, alone
with God and in service for others.
God is the souree of all joy, and if
we come in eontaet with Him and let
Him guide us in blessing others, His
infinite joy comes into owr lives. . . .

The story is told of a Dheautiful
young woman who one night noticed
a poor, blind fiddler playing for
money in the street. The girl took
the violin and in the old wan’s stead
plaved melodies that towched the
hearts of the passers-by and caused
them to dvop their gifts into the blind
man’s tin cup. This not ouly proved
a real blessing to the man in need, but
bronght great joy into the life of
the young woman.

Too often we are inclined to think
that the greafest happincss is experi-
enecd as a result of businesy prosper-
ity or by satisfying our own desires,
While it.is vight that we should be
prosperous and have the things which
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tend to temporal comfort and happi-
ness, let us mot lose sight of the
greater joys that come into the life
as a result of being a help and bless-
ing to others.

A discouraged young doctor in one
of our large citics was visited by his
father, who eame from a rural dis-
trict.  “Well, son,” he said, “how are
you getting alongt”

“T'n not getting along af all,” was
thhe answer. The old man’s counte-
nance fell, but he spoke of courage
and patience and hope.

Later in the day he went with his
gon to the frec dispemsary. Ile sat
by in silence while twenty-five unfor-
tunates received help. When the door
bad elosed upon the last one, the old
man hurst out, “I thought you told
me you were doing nothing. Why, if
T helped twenty-five people in a month,
I would thank God that my life
counted for something.”

“There isn't any money in it
though,” complained the som.

“Money!” the old man shonted.
“What is money in comparison with
being of uvse to your fellow mern and
a lelp in the cause of God?”

Yes, it is loving service that af-
fords the greatest pleasvres. Have
youn diseovered this faet for yourself?
T£ not, may Grod give you a viston of
the world’s great need, and lead you
into that conseerated serviee which
vill regult in untold joy.—C. Lesier
Bond.

E

Bear the Tidings

TuErE are Souls who girope in deepest
despalr ;
There are sSouls who have lost their

wa{m
And without the lght

In the darksome night
They wander with none to stay.

There are other souls who have seen the

:
They are souls who have found the way—
And the darkest night
Findg them with the light,
TFor ithe Lord is now their stay.

But what ghould they do who have found
. the way?
And what should their attitude be
Toward those who are logt?
Should they count the cost
Of laboring faithfully?

Flulist uolwl, Chriztian, and gird up the
n

olug
And bear the ’glad tidings to alt
Of the coming Kin%
Who to them will bring
Relief from things which entheall
BuaTow CASTLE.

woow

“A sMILE is conitagious, buf the
board of health doesn't object.”
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God’s Love Demonstrated
(Program for December 81)
BY MARJORIE WEST MARSH

Hyuw: “0 Come, All Yo Faithful.”
N SOCR.IPTURE: John 3:16; Luke 2:
-20.

Hyuw: “Come and Worship,” No.
266 in “Christ in Song,” or, “While
Bhepherds Watehed Their Flocks by
Night.»

Leaper: We think of Christmas as
a time of rejoicing because of CGod’s
gift of Jesus Christ to the world.
Jesus came that He might demon-
strate God’s love to us, that He might
help us to understand God’s will for
our lives. Ile gave Himself in scrvice
and saceifiee, that others might know
the true way of life,

“Never can the cost of our redemp-
tion be realized until the redeemed
shall stand with the Redeemer before
the throne of God. Then as the glo-
ries of the eternal home burst upon
our enraptured senses, we shall rve-
member that Jesus left all this for us,
that He not only became an exile from
the heavenly courts, but for us took
the risk of failure and eternal loss.
Then we shall cast our erowng at His
feet, and raise the song, “Worthy is
the Lamb that was slain to reeeive
power, and riches, and wisdom, and
strength, and honor, and glory, and
blessing,” "—“The Desire of Adgos,™
p. 181,

If ever we needed to reeall the story
of Christ's birth and life, His spint,
and Hig feaeching, we eertainly need
to do so now, when e is being cruei-
fied afresh in so meny parts of the
world. His spirit must take posses-
sion of our hearts. His birth can
mean little to us unless we are horn
again in His likeness. Hig life and
His teaching must be studied and
praeticed daily. His crueifixion and
death ean become a spivitual foves
in owur lives only as we stand solidly
for the same things for which He
stood, as we are willing that selfish-
ness ghall be daily erucified and
buried, so that the new life in Christ
may transform and bless our own
Hves and the lives of those with whom
we meef,

After Jesus had begun His ministry
and had been baptized by John, He
went one day to Nazaveth, where He
had lived as a boy. On the Sabbath
day, as He was accustomed to doing,
He went to the synagogue and read
the Scriptures. He read from Isaiah,
as recorded in Luke 4:18, 18. This
is congidered as the declaration of
Bis mission to the world.

Fingr READER (reads Ffrom the
Bibley: “The Spirit of the Leord is
upon Me; heeause He hath anointed
Me to preach the gospel to the poor.”
“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

Sepconp READER: “As He [Jesus|
passed through the towns and cifies
He was like a vital current, diffusing
life and joy wherever He went, The
foltowers of Clrist are to labor as
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Ho did, We are to feed the hungry,
clothe the naked, and comfort the suf-
fering and afflicted, We are to min-
igter to the despairing, and inspire
hope in the hopeless,”— “The Deswe
of Ages,” p. 350.

THuirRDd READER: The gospel of Jesus
hag not heen restricted, but is going
to all peoples of the earth, The Sev-
enth-day  Adventist denominational
work is being conducted in 820 printed
and oral languages, in 404 counfries.
The young people of our own denomi-
natien held more than 684,650 Bible
readings and gospel meetings during
the year 1939, gave mneeded help to
more than 1,099,000 persoms, wrote
more than 158,000 missionary letters,
and digtributed 6,585,528 pieces of
migsionary literatwre.

LEADER :

“We thanic Thee for qur ease from strife
I'kat frees our mind of simple wants.
Lord, may a sacrificiai life

Be our response.”

Hymy: “It Came Upon the Mid-
night Olear,” No. 390 in “Christ in
Song.” (Use entire hymn, or just
the third stanza.)

FizsT ReadER: “He hath sent Me
to heal the hrokenhearted, to preach
deliveranee to the captives, and re-
covering of sight te the blind, te set
at liberty them that are bruised.”

SEcoND READER: The love of God
causes us to try to give spiritual help
and guidance to the many who are
held eaptive by superstition, ig-
norance, and vice.

TwIkRD ReapeExk: Through the me-
dium of the many Young People’s
Migsionary Volunteer Societies, the
Sabbath schools, the ehurches, the
missiong, the schools, the hospitals
and sanitarinms, the publishing
heuges, and the many other agencies,
the Seventh-day Adventist denomina-
tion has put forth earnest efferts to
presgent tﬁe message of salvation to
those who know it not. Thousands
of copies of the Bible and other litera-
ture have been digtributed. Nearly
3,000 Doreas and Welfare Sociefies
have been organized under our de-
nominational work, aside from the
many wmissionary bands connected
with the Young Pecple’s Missionary
Volunteer Socleties m which 31,000
young people take part.

LEADER:

“Becanse the Master s nof here
With His own hend today

To feed the hungry multitudes who
Throng ilfe’s busy way,

Ile glves the task fo you and me; He
Bids us hear thefr cry.

He says that #f we turn frem them
We also pass Him by

Hymy: “Christians, Lo, the Star
Appeareth,” (Tune: “Jesus Calls Us.’”)
“Whoso bears his brether’s burden,
Whoso shares another’'s woe,

Brings His frankincense to Jesus
With the men of long ago.”

FirsT READER: “Ie hath sent Me
. . . te preaeh the acceptable year of
the Lorg"’ “And Ho said unto them,
T must preach the kingdom of God
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to other cities also: for therefore am
I gent, And He preached in the syna-
gogues of Galilee,”

SECOND READER: “Jesus tho Helper.”

“He is ready to aild when we pray;
He wiil do what we ask Him to de.
‘When we show Him our pian, when we
teil Him our task,
He will help, 1f our hearts are true;
For His lave Is deep, and His arm I8

sirong,
And His hand will gutde us our whole
life long.

“There is never a hill too high
For our questing feet to elimb,
Nor a road too rough if we have
Him by,
Our comrade, all the time,
fror IIis love is true, and His arm Ig

sirong,
And His hand will guide us our whole
iife long.*”
—Naney Byrd Turner,

Hymy: “Joy to the World,” No.
895 in “Christ in Seng.”

TeIRp REeADER: “I heseech you
therefore, brethien, by the mercies of
God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, hely, acceptable unto
Giod, which is your reasonable service.”

Leaper: “Chrigtmas is coming.
May you all have wisdom to make it
o precious season. Let the older
church members unite, heart and soul,
with their children in this inunoeent
amusement and recreation, in devising
ways and means to show true respect
ts Jesus by bringing to Him gifte and
offerings. Let everyone remember the
claims of God. THis cause cannot go
forward without your aid. Let the
gifts you have usually bestowed upon
one ancther be placed in the Lord’s
treasury. In every church let
your smaller offerings be placed upon
your Christmas tree. TLet the pre-
cious emblem, ‘evergreen’ suggest the
holy work of God and His beneficence
to us; and the loving heart work will
be to save other souls who are in
darkness. Let your works be in ae-
cordance with your faith. . . . Let
there he recorded in the heavenly
books such a Christmas as has never
yet been seen, because of the doma-
tions which shall be given for the sus-
taining of the work of God and the
uphuilding of Hig kingdom,”—ZFeview
and Herald, Dee. 9, 1884,

“Tniess we rememhber the lowly, whose
pleasures are few and smali,

We deserve not to be included 1 the
Christmas joy at ail.

Yor it was they whom Jesus most
lovingly sought 1o aid.

And he’ll have the brightest Christ-
mag, whe has some sacrifice
made I

Hymy: “As With Gladness Men of
Old,” No. 267 in “Christ in SBong.”

CoNSECRATION: “God’s Love Demon-
girated in Qur Lives.* ((Call for tes-
timonics of past and present bless-
ings, and of determimation of young
people for future service.)

AND human love its prophecy and sign,
Interprets love divine.
—Whitticr.

OFFERTORY.
ReADiNg: “The Singing Army.”
BENEDICTION.
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The Singing Army

THE war was not so surprising to
the people of Hopeh Province as was
the coming of John Denuis, the fight-
ing Ivishman. It was young Dennis’s
first commissgion.

The board had conferred long over
his appointment to the war-torn Chi-
nese field. Some members had con-
tended that John Dennig’s love of a
fight wag second only to his love for
the gospel. That hig fove for the
word came first, young John had
proved in many ways. And perhaps
the third of his passions was one for
s01g,

He was a hearty lad, and was filled
with determination to win Hopeh
Provinee to God. He had the mis.
fortune of arriving in China at about
the same time as the ememy. Both
of them were to wage a fight, but
there was a difference in the stakes
involved., His was a fight of giving;
the ememy proposed to take,

John was grievousty saddened by
the war whieh had befallen the peo-
ple abouf him. The board members
had said of him that he loved a fight.
But they had left the statement un-
qualified. What Jolm liked was a
good fight, a fair fight.

“Put up two men equally matched,
or give a man a fight for the good,
and *tis all very well,” he would say,
“and something to stir the heart of
a man in his breast. But there’s noth-
ing fair about war. It’s an uneven
mateh.  The aggresser never attacks
until he feels he’s ontgrowing his
jeans; then he tries to bully the
weaker country into giving up te his
strength, And for all the sadness of
it, the weaker country can’t give in
without a struggle, for he hag hig own
treasures to protect, the treasures of
his family, hig heart, and his country.”

“Then what wounld you do, Mr. Den-
nis, to strike out this greed inm men’s
hearts that makes war?” he was some-
times agked.

And John would smile wryly.

“You'll think it impraetical,” he’d
say. “Youlll laugh at me for the
dreamer I am, PBut I*d teach men
to pray and sing. If a man would
sing and pray each day consistently,
hate couldn’t lve in hig heart.”

B0 John’s first act on arrival at
Hopeh Provinee was—to ging, Hav-
ing obtained directions, he went down
the dusty road—a bag in each hand
—singing lustily, apparently oblivicus
to the curious gazes and the handful
of round-eyed, ragged urching that -
followed him to the mission steps.

And the song that John Dennis sang
was that lively, rollicking “Brighten
the Corner Where You Are,” He sang
it first in Xnglish, and he put his
whole soul into it. Arrived at the
door of the mission, lie turned to face
his following. On the outskirts of
the little group were scveral eld men
and old women, and ome Ling Tao,
a searcher after wisdom.

John Dennis, facing them with a
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widespread grin, went into his song
in their own tongue,

“PBrighten the corner where you are,
Burighten the corner wlhere you are—"
His grin spilled over, and lightened

the pinched faces of his small audi-
ence. John Dennis continuved to sing
-—-g3 Tong ag they would listen.

“Nothing like teaching them while
they’re willing to accept,” he thought
to himself.

The group began to sway with the
musie. They echeered, and now and
then picked up a phrase and ecarried
it along with him for a while. Then
Ling Tao, who had looked on’without
a smile, stepped forth.

“We do not wani your religion,”
he said, “Take it back to your home-
land. For centuries my people have
lived with wisdom, We need only
wisdom.”

“And what 3s wisdom, my friend#”
asked John Dennis, “Is it greater
than my song?”

%It ig better to keep your mouth
shut and seem the fool, than to open
it and remove all doubt’" quoted
Ling, “‘We begin to see things
clearlty when we lose sight of our-
gelves.! ‘Life is mot a goblet to be
drained, but a measure to be filled.
These and many others are the words
of my fathers. They are all we need
for the fuller life of which you prate.”

“Words of wisdom, indeed,” agreed
John Dennis. “You have much to
teach me, my friend. Will you come
tomorrow and give me more of the
wisdom of your people?”

Ling Tao was taken baek. e had
not expected sneh easy aequiescence
from the big man with the square
chin, Me squinted his eyes up at him,
as If trying to make measurement.

“Ling Tao will come again,” he
said. Then he repeated, “We do not
neced the religion you bring, We seek
only the greater wisdom,”

Well, John Dennis continuved to sing
throughont the village, And the song
took hold. He emiled ag he heard
the melody broken off midway when
he passed by, as if the singer felt
half guilty to be caught singing.

Those who liked to sing best began
to gather round Johm Dennis; and
onc day, with the eagerness of a
new conguest, he hegan to sing before
them his best-loved composition.
Wonld it, he wondored, creep into
their souls as it had crept into his?
If it should, hiz battie here among
yellow men was nearly won., Tor John
Dennig’s favorite work was the ma-
jestic “Mesgiah” of Handel.

At firgt they handied it awkwardly,
ag children fumble with heavy tools
too big for their strength, But grad-
ually it began to take hold, There
were no set praetice hours, but when
evening fell they began to gather—
men and boys, and gradually soprano
and contralte voices—Iured by the
power of song, And the great heart
and voice of John Denmis led them.

Ling Tao kept his word. Great was
the wisdom of his fathers which he
brought to John Dennis. But this
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John noted, that more and more the
footsteps of Ling Mao faltered at his
doorstep. He had sent back to the
States for a pair of glasses for Ling,
but the mails were slow, and the weeks
drew out into months.

Tt was one evening as the people
of Hopeh were gathered about sing-
ing the great Hallelujah Chorus that
Ling Tao appeared suddenly among
them,

“Ts it wisdom,” he eried to John
Dennis, “for you to stand here lead-
ing my people in song with the enemy
at your door? For not a mile distant
a company of foreign devils is mak-
ing camp.”

The fighting blood rose in John
Dennis, He wag angry clear through
--not, ag Ling Tao thought, because
the news had been brought to him,
but that anyone with war in hig
heart should interrupt his singing.
Then, as quickly as he had been an-
geved, he regaimed control of him-
solf, = e swung his chorus into
“Brighten the Corner,”

‘While they sang with all their
hearts, John Dennis fashioned a crude
sign, which announced to the enemy:
“This Is a Jesus Chapel.” Then he
went back to his singing, with the
sign proclajming from the front gate
why they sang.

They were still singing whon the
enemy came to the mission. Bup ihis
is the strange part of the story.
Eight of the company of the foreign
enemy were Christian, too. Silently,
caps in hand, they crowded in behind
ihe startled Chinege. .And when the
group swung again into the chorus,
the eight grinned and lifted their
voiees with the rest. The words were
different, but the tune was the same
and the feeling in the hearts of all
was the same. '

Before the eight soldiers went away,
they hugged Johm Dennis, and they
fairly tied up their tongues trying to
tell him, in the assorted words of both
couniries, how glad they were to find
a Chrigtian home in that strange land
of China, where they had been sent
by the great war lords who sang not
nor prayed each day.

And when they left, they gave what
they had to give-—bags of oats and
dollars—to the enemy with whom they
had lifted their voices in song. No
longer were they enemies, but eitizens
of the same heavenly kingdom.

8o inspired was John Dennis with
the power of his song that the next
day he began organizing an army of
volnnteers, which thereupon marched
twvo hundred strong upon the
Totel, many leagmes distant, where
they sang the “Messiah” twice from
start to finish. For three hours there
was no talk of war in that part of
In reverent silemee all who
could erowd within the great baliroom
listened to the inspired music of
Handel,

The bravery, devotion, and skill
with which China has resisted one of
the great moderm military machines
is one of the glorious pages of lman
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history, and it is men with courage
like that of John Dennis who have
led them through the fires of war. In
the faet that in that great ruthless
machine that would crugh them there
are men who love fo sing the same
songs, lies the pity of war,

As John Dennig marched with his
singing army bhack to the mission, the
hand of Ling Tac was heavy on his
arm--—-go that Ling might not stumble
80 much on the way—Ling Tao, who
for many years had bowed before the
wisdom of his fathers,

At the mission John Dennis found
a gmall package from his home ehurch
in America. It contained a pair of far-
vision glasses for Ling Tao. Ling put
them on, and an expression of great
wonder came over his face.

“Thege,” he said, “and the singing
down there, these things are not the
wigdom of saying; they are the wis-
dom of deing. To my hallowed fa-
thers, all honor be given, But hefore
the greater wisdom of the God of
doing, I bow. May I be a humble
servant of that greater wisdom?”—
Lowise Honnah Kohr.

After Christmas

Wiry need the warmth ¢f Chilstmas cool,
The spleador fade away?

Christ was nol bern to leave us ali;
He came on earth to stay.

Hls angelg chant, “Good will to men,”
Not once, but every day,

Conld we but see the wings that weave
Thelr geld upon life’s gray,

—Rdith Lovejoy Pierce.
'

Bethlehem
Tzis little town changed all time's num-
bering,
That years migﬁlt mark new cycles for
the earlh,
There, one night, destiny stood strangely
polged,
Then gave man’s days a rich increase
of worth.

More, Bethlehem has changed the maps

of men.
Otd congquests and their glories, turn-

ing dim
Give place fo brighter, farther bheund-
arics ; N
The kingdems of this world accede to
IHim!
My times, my golngs, all my purpeses
mit a motive dominating them.

However far I range in time or space,
Behind me, and beyond, is Bethlehem !

—Hlinor Lennen.
e wE

“BMALL kindnesses, small cour-
tegies, small eonsiderations habitually
practiced in our social intercourse,
give a greater charm to the character
than the display of great talemts and
accomplishments.”

B -

“Loox over the whole ereation, and
you shall see that the band or cement
that holds together all the parts of
this great and glorious fabric is grati-

tade.”
»E 5

“QiLENT influence is the greatest
factor in life”
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Retrospect and Prospect

(Program for December 28)
BY ALFRED W. PETERSON

OPENING EXERCISES,

SorirTURE READING: Tsaiah 41:6-13.

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS,

SYMPOSIUM,

Song: “Thy Life Within Me,” No.
318 in “Christ in Song.”

TESTIMONY AND CONSECRATION
SERVICE,

CrosiNG Sowg: “Soldiers of the
Cross,” No. 627 in “Christ in
Song.”

BENEDICTION,

Notes to Leaders

The program today iz intended to
offer an opportunity for presenting
sone of the most interesting and in-
spiring experiences which the mem-
bers of the Missionary Volunteer So-
ciety have had during 1940 in pursnit
of the work carried on by fhe so-
ciety. It would be well if the secre-
tary would give a brief but compre-
hensive rveview of the work which the
society has attempted to do and of
what has been done in the way of dis-
{ributing literature, holding gospel
mectings, giving Bible readings, and
cartrying on other projects which the
society has heen fosteving. It would
also be profitable if the leader were
to make a brief statement regarding
the things that the sociely undertook
to do at the beginning of the year.

The symposium which is provided
for will require considerable planning
and eareful thouglht in order to bring
out the best and most inspiring expe-
riences to be found in the society’s
work during the year. Let the talks
be pointed and brief, but not too brief.
In" tho testimony and conseeration
service whieh follows, encourage every-
one to participate and tell some brief
experience in conncetion with the so-
ciety, or some victory which he has
gained during the year.

The youth of the chureh have como
to solemn times; so let ws make this
testimony meeting a challenging one—
one which may lead to decision. If
there is a pastor in the chureh, it
would be well if the executive com-
mittee would invite him fo take charge
of the testimony meeting which is to
follow the symposium and the song,
but be sure that he understands the
purpose of the testimony service, Ask
him to make a five-minute introdue-
tory statement to begin it,

Introductory Remarks
(By the Leadet)

Wuen the leader states the purpose
of thiz meeting, he may tell sometling
of tlte projects which the society has
erdeavored to carry forward during
tlic year, and review the achievements
of the soetety in its endeavors to ac-
complish its work., T.et the leader
mention individuals whose service m
the society has beem cutstanding.
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The purpese of this program today
is to share cxperiences; so urge each
one, when the time comes for the tes-
timony meeting, to share his experi-
enee with the others,

Symposium

1. THE most wonderful
Watch text of tho year.

2. The greatest blessing that came
to me this year during my reading of
my Bible.

3. A summary or appreciation of
the most helpful Missionary Volnnteer
Reading Course book read during the
year,

4, The most interesting experience
I have lhad this yoar in giving a Bihle
study.

5. The story of the influenco of a
paper or tract given ouf this year,

6. The most satisfying visit to the
bedside of a sick persomn.

Morning

The Testimony Service

Im is suggested that the one who
leads the testimony service spend five
minotes in summarizing what lics be-
fore the youth of the church, Youth
finds itself today in a world full of
perplexity, suffering from the appall-
ing effects of war, with its graves,
disease, and famine. Adventist youth
cannot be indifferent to the need of
the world for Christ, and in thesc
titnes God is dopending npon the
youth to bring hope to burdened
hearts and help to burdened hands.
God is depending upen the youth of
the advent movement to finish His
work in the earth. What a comfort-
ing thought it is that in this time
He gives us the promise of His pres-
ence. Isa. 41:10; 43:1, 2.

Aftey the testimony meeting, bow
in a season of prayer. Tet prayer
be offered for Adventist youth in the
war-devastated areas, that their faith
may not fail, that a new hope may
lay hold upon their hearts, and that
they may see in the happenings abount
them the evidences of the soon return
of the Tord Jesus,

At the closo of the ¢onsecration and
prayer serviee, let the leader, or the
one who has had charge of the testi-
mony service, make a statement re-
garding the need for greater earnest-
ness in carrying forward the work of
the Missionary Volunteer Society dur-
ing the year 1941, Tet this appeal
be closed with a repetition of the
Missionary Volunteer Pledge, which
veads: “Loving the Lord Jesus, 1
promise to take an active part in the
work of the Young People’s Mission-
ary Volunteer Society, doing what T
can to help others and to finish the
work of the gospel in all the world.”

%W

Tas world is a looking glass, and
gives back to every man the reflection
of his own face. ¥rown at it, and it
will in turn look sourly upon you;
laugh at #t and with it, and it is a
jolly, kind companion—TI'hackeray.

December, 1940

Margaret Resolves
(Continued from page 30)

made you deeide that, dear?” she
asked quietly.

“Oh, T unever can keep them; so
what is the use of making any¥” May-
garet replied. “Here I have been
trying to list my resolutions for 1841,
and 1 bave so many on the list that
I eould not even remember what 18
there, much less try to keep them all.”

“Well, of course, that is up to you,
Margaret,” her mother replied, “but
let us think ahont it just a little bit.
It seems that you objeet Lo resolutions
beeause your list is foo long and you
say you would never be able to keep
them. Tf we could find a way to cut
down the list so that you mighf be
able to remember them, would you
still objeet to making resolutions’

“No-0,” veplied Margaret, shaking
her head a bit doubtfully, “but I don’{
sec where I can gel any assurance
that I can keep them, and there isn’t
a thing that I can cut off the list
and still have it at all complete.”

Maother put down the finished mend-
ing and locked earnestly at her
daughter, Then she spoke: “What is
it that your resolutions emphasize ihe
most

“QOh, the good qualities thai I wish
I had, hut haven’t,” Margaret replied
with a smile.

“That 1s just it, daughter. If you
put down the qualities which you wish
to develop in your life, the list will
not be anywhere ag long as it is now,
and you won’t have to think of so
mauy details, but just keep the guid-
ing prineiples in mind as a sort of
yardstick to measure your actions.
So instead of resolving to ftake care
of the baby wlen mother is tired, you
will have it and many other similar
resoluiions ineluded in the resolve to
be kind to others.”

“Well,” Margaret said slowly, “that
would ent down my list a great deal,
but I siill fear that I would not be
able to live up to my resolutions. T
try, but I never seem to be very sne-
cessful, So what goed would it de
to make themn?”

“It is always good to try, dear, but
we never can do such tlings in our
own strength, God is the source of
all good, and if we ask Him, He will
help us to attain unto these desirable
graces which you would like to huild
into your chavacter this coming uew
year. I would suggest that you ask
Him to guide you in making your
resolutions, and then give you grace
and strength to be vietorious on these
points”

“Mother, yon always know the an-
swer, don’t yon?” Margaret exclaimed
as she went to make her resolutions
alone with God.

w %

“Tnr power to ‘purpese in the
heart’ is the spimal eolumn of per-
sonality and the measure of man-
hood.”
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@M@ gunior meetings

Around the Family Altar

(Program for Deeember 7)
BY . A. RUSBELL

QPENING SoNd: “Junior Prayer Band
Song,” No, 27 in “Missionavy Vol-
unteer Songs.”

PravER; Followed by
prayer in unison.

ANNOGUNOEMENTS.

REPoRTS.

OFFERING.

REapiNg: “The Altar of Prayer.”

RECITATION: “My Prayer.”

TaLk: “A Beautiful Picture.”

ReapiNg: “Prayer Changes Things.”

Crosing Song: “An Evening Prayer,”
No. 121 in “Missionary Volunteer
Songs.”

CrosiNg PRAYER,

Note To Superintendents

This program may be varied Dby
having the Junior smperintendent and
one of the Senior Missiomary Volun-
teers give as talks both parts sug-
gested as “Readings.” When a story
or an illustration is to be givem, tho
speaker could pause, and eall on &
Junior, who has previously prepared,
to tell it in his own words, Im this
way a number of the Juniors may
partieipate in tho program. Tho quo-
tation selected from the Youth’s In-
slructor may properly be read by the
one who remders that part of the
progrant.

The Altar of Prayer

We have many and precions privi-
leges to enjoy, but none of these can
compare with that of talling with
God. We call it prayer. He always
listens, and He always answers, un-
less we are hiding sin in our heart.
And oven then, if we are truly sorry
and ask Him to forgive us, He has

the Lord’s

promised to ecleanso onmr lives from.

sin, “If we confess omr sins, He is
faithful and just lo forgive us our
gins, and to clecanse ns frem all un-
righteougness.” 1 John 1:9.

Read Isaiah 1:318.

Praying is getting acqeainted with
God.  HWow long do you think it
would take for vou to get really well
acquainted witl someone if you never
"spoke to him? Tt scems wonderful
that the great Gtod who ereated every-
thing, and keeps everything geing as
it shouid, ean find time to hear us
when we pray. And Ile inviles us
to talk with Him. “Come now, and
let us reason togother.” Ii s just as
if He said, “Come, My child, just
draw your chair np close beside Mine,
and Jet’s talk things over, just you
and I alome.”

Jesus said: “Ask, and it shall be
given you; scek, and ye shall find;

knoek, and it shall be opened unto
you: for cveryonme that asketh re-
ceivetly; and he that seeketh findeth;
and to him that knocketh it shall be
opened.” Matt., 7:7, 8, Notice, He
doesit’t say that He will always give
us the very thing for which we ask.
Sometimes we might ask for something
whieh is not for cur good. He knows
better than we do what is best. But
in answer to our prayer, He will give
us either what we ask for, or some-
thing even better. “No good thing
will He withhold from them that walk
uprightly.” Ps. 84:11.

A mission worker in the eity of
Chieago was talking to a groump of
boys on the subjeet of prayer. He
was geeking to impress them with the
faet that the Lord always hears and
answers our prayers. After he had
illustrated his talk by quoting several
ineidents, he thought he would see
whether the hoys were bheing duly im-
pressed, and ho said, “Now, hoys, does
the Lord always hear you when you
pray ¥ They all nodded their heads.
That seemed too gencral; so he picked
out one little fellow, and, looking
him gquarely in the eyes, said, “But,
Willie, does the Lord always hear
yon when you pray?’ The little fel-
low promptly answered, “Yes.” 8till
not quite convineed that Willie, or
the other boys either, fully ecompre-
hended what he was trying to impress
upon their minds, he said, “Now,
Willie, you say that the Lord always
heats you when you pray. Does He
always auswer your prayers?’ The
little fellow thought a minute, and
ithen onee more locking into the eyes
of his questioner, said, “Yes, the Lord
always hears me when I pray, and Te
always answers, Sometimes Ile says,
“YVes, and sometimes He says, ‘No/
but He always answers.”

Wo must always ask in harmeny
with His will, and he sure that no
clherished sin, uncenfessed and unfor-
given, hinders the answer to our
prayer. The psalmist eautions: “If
I regard miguity in my heart, the
Lord will not hear me.” To regard
iniquity in the heart is to think, say,
or do things which we know are
wrong, and keep om in this way, -
stead of confessing ail our wrongs to
God, quitting our evil way, and being
forgiven.

Enoch was a mnoble man of Geod.
The Bible tells us that “Enoch walked
with God: and he was not; for God
took him,” A very brief story ii is.
At family worship one merning the
father was reading this partieular
story of Enoch, and since it is so
brief, he feared that perhaps his little
son would fail to comprehend ifs
meaning. The father started to ex-
plain to the little fellow what was
meant by “walked with God” Te
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had not gome very far before the lit-
tle boy stopped him, saying, “Why,
daddy, that’s easy. T kunow what that
means, You sce, daddy, Enoch and
the Lord were good friemds, real good
friends—snch good friends that they
took many, many walks together.
And omne day when they had taken a
long, long walk, they were nearer to the
Lord’s home than they were to Enoch’s
home; so the Lord took Enoch home
to live with Him, and he has been
with Him ever since.”

As Enoch went about his work, he
often lifted his heart to God in silent
prayer. So may we, “While engaged
in our daily work, we should Hft the
soul to heaven in prayer. These silent
petitions rise like incense before the
throne of grace; and the cnemy is
baffled. The Christian whose heart is
thus stayed upon God cannot be over-
come. No evil arts can destroy Ins
peace. All the promises of God’s
word, all the power of divine grace,
all the resources of Jehovah, are
pledged to secure his deliverance. It
was thus that Enoch walked with God.
And God was with him, a present help
m every time of need.”—“Messages
to Young People,” p. 249.

My Prayer

LET me bhe a little kinder,

Let me be a little blinder

To the faults of those ahout me;
Lel me pralse a little morve,

Lel me be when I am weary
Just a litile bit more cheery;
Let me serve a little better
Those that I am siriving for,

Led me be r little braver

When temptation blds me waver;
Lel me strive a little harder

To be all that 1 should be;

Let me be a litile meeker

With the brother that is weaker:
Let me {hink more of my neighbor
And a little less of me!

—Author Unknown.

A Beautiful Picture

UAN you imagine a more beautiful
picture than a Christian family in a
Christian home engaged in worship?
The father, the head of the household,
is seated in an easy chair with the
Book in his hand, reading some beau-
tiful lesgon from the word. Mother
sits close by with little Elsie in her
lap, George and Heury are sitting
between father and mother, There is
an air of checerful rveverence. Father
pauses to explain some hard word or
some passage that perhaps is not quite
clear to the children. Or perhaps it
is the Sabbath sehool Iesson for the
Juniors that is being studied. All
have their Bibles except little Elsie,
who soon will be old enough to read
for herself. The texts are looked up
by ail, and one reads aloud. The
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meaning ig made clear, the questions
are answered, and illustrations are
used, Then all kneel' reverently in
prayer. Father, mother, and each of
the children in turn offer their earnest
and simple prayers to God. Or, per-
haps, after father’s prayer all unite
in the beautiful prayer that Jesus
tought us, “Our Father which art in
bheaven.” They thank God for His
love, His merey, His protection. They
ask Him for power to do right and
to be kept from falling into sin,
They pray for the success of Iis
work all around the world. They pray
{for forgiveness through the blood of
Jesus—all in IHis name. -

Ne matter how hurried we are, or
how pressing our work, the sacred
hour of worship should noi be for-
gotten or neglected. Tf friends are
with us, or if a stranger drops in,
let them see that family worship is
as much a part of the daily program
as is eating or sleeping.

Ono day when I was a boy at home,
a poor fellow, out of work and with
ne home, asked if he might stay over-
night with us, As was to be ex-
peeted, father and mother said, “Yes,”
for, after all, he was somebody’s boy
now grown up. Before breakfast
father got the Bible. Mother and T
sat down. So did the stranger. He
paid respeetful attention while father
read the lesson. T was getting euri-
ous. Would the “tramp” kmneel with
the family? As we turmed to bow
before our chairs, T peeped to see
what he wag going to do. Almost to
my gurprise, I saw him bury his face
in his hands as he knelt by his chatr,
e took no other part in the worsghip,
but as we rose from our knees, I
thought I saw the trace of a tear
in his eye. Perhaps he was reminded
of his mother’s prayers of long ago.

One of my dearest friends was
called as a missionary to a foreign
field. While there he laid dewn his
life in unselfish service. His daugh-
ter, now attending one of our schools,
wrote of her father’s life for cur own
Youlh’s Instructor. The title of her
story is, “Memories of a Misslonary
Father.” In speaking of worship in
the home ske said: “Morning worship
was 8o puncetual when he was at home
that our mnext-door neighbor told
mother that he learned he could set
his watch by the time ‘Brother Moore’
began singing the song for worship,
He said that the first morning he
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heard the singing he was dressing.
He happened to look at his wateh,
and it was exaetly seven o’clock. The
next morning he was eating breakfast,
and wondered what time it was. He
noticed that again it was exactly
seven.

The third morning he wras still in
bed when he heard daddy begin the
song, and, now out of curiosity, he
looked at the clock, only to find that
again it was exactly seven. It was
that way every morning, for daddy
never failed to start worship promptly
at seven,” Now that the father is
sleeping, his faith and prayers are
surely a eomfort and an inspiration
to the daughter,

Prayer Changes Things

Praver doesn change God; it
changes us, God never changes. He
i# the same yesterday, today, and for-
cver, His purpose for us, His plan
for our life, i3 always the same. But
He never forces us te do anything
against our will, or cur choice. God
never made anyone do anything, He
points out the right way and warns
against the wrong way, and then we
must choose. No, prayer deesn’t
changes Goed, but it does place us im
such a positien of heart and mind
that He can do for us just what He
lengs to do.

The Bible is filled with stories of
the moest wonderful answers te prayer.
‘We think of some of them; you will
think of many more. There was a
crisis in the battle. Joshua needed
more time, that the enemies of God
might be defeated. IIe prayed; the
sun stood still, the day was lengthencd,
and God’s enemies were destroyed.

Daniel prayed in the lions’ den, and
God gent an angel to ghnt the lions’
mouths.

Jonah prayed from ingide the great
fish which had swallowed him, and he
was thrown out on the shore.

Daniel prayed for light, and while
he was still praying an angel eame
to pive him skill and understanding.

Elijah prayed from Mt. Carmel,
and fire came down from heaven and
consumed his offering, melted the
stones of the altar, and tongues of
flame drank up the water from the
ditech that surrounded it.

Jesus prayoed as He stood before
the sealed tomb of Lazarus. Then
they took away the stone. Jesus eried
out, “Lazarus, come forth.” He eame.

The Lord is pleased te have us
bring to Him not only the big things
which perplex us so, hut the little
things as well. At a camp meeting
years ago, 1 had been asked to speak
at the regular forenocm hour. The
cne who was o have had that serviee
was suddenly ealled away. 1 had
very little time for preparation, and
80 I hurried to my tent to study. I
reached up to get my Bible from off
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the ghelf, I ran my hand along the
shelf, but could not seem to find it
I stepped up on a chair, but there
wag no Bible on the shelf. There was
none on the iable, nor, in faet, any-
where around the tent. I began 1o
grow nervous. The time for the serv-
iee was rapidly approaching, What
should I do? I went to the dining
tent. Perhaps I had laid it down
there. But no Bible was to be found,

The thought suggested itself, “Go
to the book tent and borrow a new
cne; it will read Jjust like yours,” but
when one hag but a brief fimme to pre-
pare, he feels the need of his own
Bock with which he is familiar. Re-
turning to wy tent, I looked abont
onee more, but to no avail, 1
dropped on my knees and said, “Lord,
you kmow where my Bible i, and I
don’t. If you want mc to have my
own Bible for use in the service so
scon to come, please help me find it.”
I left the tert and walked as straight
ag if T were being led by the hand,
to the tent of a family on the opposite
side of the campground. I had called
there a few minutes the evening be-
fore, and had really forgotten ail
about it. There was my Bible on
their table. 1 gaid, “I walked as
straight as if T had been led.” 1
think I was led by an unseen hand.

I shall never forget a beautiful
sight T once saw at one of our schools
during the Weck of Prayer. There
were two brothers in the school. One
was a fine Christian bey, the other, a
rellicking, happy-ge-lucky sort of fel-
low who didn’t seem to care about
religion, His brother, of course, felt
keen anxiety for himn, Other students
in the school as well as members of
the faculty were praying for him.
The week was nearly over; yet he had
made no response and seemed te be
wmore reckless than ever.

At the close of one of the mestings
a eall was made. Those who degired
te¢ give their hearts to Jesus and any
others whe had wandered away from
Him were invited to remain after the
meeting, About ferty of the young
people stayed, while the others with-
drew. Among those who left the room
wag this yomug man, He wasg going
through a struggle—that was plainly
evident—but he toro himself away
from the inflnence of the Splvit, and
elosed the door behind him. Then,
after a little talk with those who re-
mained, we all knelt ix prayer. While
thus engaged, I noticed a young man
get up and cquictly withdeaw from:
the room. I wondered a bit, but sup-
posed that some duty called him. It
did. During the yprayer the first
young man’s name was mentioned hy
one student after another, ali pleading
with God to work upon hig heart by
IHis Holy Spirit.

Just aftez we had risem from
prayer, the door opened oneo again,
and the youmg man who had with-
drawn stepped into the room, and im-
mediately behind him came the one
for whom we had been praying, He
walked acrogs the room to where his
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brother was sitting, and, throwing hig
arms about his brother’s neck, con-
fegsed, “I just can’t lold out any
longer. I have been fighting against
God. T know it and you know it, but
T must have help.”
that group of young peoplo of this
immediate answer to prayer was pro-
found, We engaged in another sca-
son of prayer. The young man was
fully converted and a little later
joined the baptismal elass.

Yes, prayer, our most wonderful
and precious privilege, does ehange
things. God always lears, and He
always answers if we are sincere,
“Sometimes Ie says, “Yes, and some-
times He says, ‘No,’ bunt He always
answers.”

w we
Enlist Now In Christ’s
Service
(Program for December 14)

BY THEODORE LUCAS

Sonas: Nos. 35, 36, 49, 61, 62, 64,
75, 82, 83, in ‘“Missionary Volun-
teer Songs.”

OPENTNG EXERCISES.

QuoraTioN: “Bach has his place in
the eternal plan of heaven. Each
ig to work in cooporalion with
Christ for the salvation of =ouls.
Not more surely is the place pre-
pared for us in the lheavenly man-
siong than is the spoeial place desig-
nated on earth where we ave to work
for God—%Chyisti’s Objeet ILcs-
sons,” pp. 826, 827,

LEADER’S REMARKS.

8ToRrY: * “Two Missing™—Go Ye’ ¥

PoeM: “Serviee”’

Park: “Wanted—A Worker.”

Srory: “Pull Hard.”

Pora: “A Junier’s Prayer.”

CrosINg Sova.

DyrNEDICTION.

Notes to Superintendents

Our topic this week gives a special
invitation to all Junior Missionary
Volunteers to enlist now wunder the
banner of our King in serviee for
Him. Digplay such mottoes ag: “God
Needs You,”

God needs pleasant, happy J. M.V,
those who really kuwow and live out
the Junior Law, those who serve with
a smile. God is depending npon them
to work for Him, They have a work
to do that no others can do. (More
material may be seeured from the
Senior program,)

The poems were written especially
for this program Dby Burton Castle,

“Two Missing”—*Go Ye”

»  BoME years ago I was a guest at a
small wedding diner party in New
York City. A Secoteh-Irish gentle-
man, well known in that eity, an old
friend, spoke across the table fo me,
He said he had heard reeently a story

The effect upon:
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of the Seottish hills that he wanted to
tell, And we all listened as he told
thig simple tale. . . .

It was of a shepherd in the Scot-
tish bills who had brought his sheep
back to the fold for the might. As
he was arranging matters for the
night, he was surprised to find that
two of the sheep wore migsing, He
looked again. Yes, two were misging.
And he knew which two. These shep-
herds are keem to know their sheep.
He was mnech surprised, and went to
the outhouse of his dwelling to eall
hig collie.

There she lay after the day’s work
with hor own little ones. He called
her. She looked up at him, He said,
“Two ave missing”—holding up twe
fingers. “Away by, Collic, and get
them,” Without moving, she looked
up into his face, ss though she
would say, “You wonldn’t send me out
again tonight? It’s boen a long day.
T’mi 8o tired—not again tomight.”
And again, as many a time doubtloss,
“Away by, and get the sheep,” he
said. And out she went,

About midnight & seratehing at the
door aroused him. He found ome of
the sheep back. He cared for it—
gave it a bit of warm food, and the
like. Then out again he weni to the
outhouse. There the dog lay with her
little ones. Again he called her. She
looked up. “Get the other sheep,”
h said. I do not know if you men
listenintg are ag fond of a good ecollie
as I am. Their cyes scemn almost
human to me somectimes. And hers
secmed so ag she looked up and seemed

to be saying out of their great depths,

“Not again—toright., Haven’t I been
faithful? I'm so tired—not again!”

And again, as I supposc many a
time before, “Away by, and get the
sheep.”  And out she went. About
two or three, again came the seratch-
ing. And he found the last sheep
baek, badly torn. No doubt it lad
been down in some ravine or gully.
And the dog was plainly played out.
And yet she seemed to give a Dbit of
a wag to her tired tail, as though she
would say, “There it is, I've done
as vou bade me, It’s haek.”

And he cared for its nceds. 'Tlen,
befors lying down again to his own
vest, he thought he would go and
praisc the dog for her faithful work,
You kunow how sensitive collies are
to praise or eriticiam. Ie went out
and stooped over with a pat and a
kindly word, and wag startled to find
that the lifc tether had slipped its
hold. She lay there lifeless, with her
litile ones tugging at her body. .. .

Onr Master stands here today.
Would that you and I might ¢ee His
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faece with the thorn marks of His
trip to this earth. IIe came to save
His sheep. Shall we not give our
lives in service even as He did%—
& D. Gordon, in “Quiet Talks on
Service”

Service

TiERE are pressing obligationg
Whichh the Master bids us pay;
They are things of worth eternal
Whic(]la should have our thought each
¥,

Tove, He bids us, give to any
Whom we meet, and whereso'er;

“Love your enemies,” He tells us,
Just as much ag friends so dear.

Service loyal, true, and constant,
Is a debl we always owe

For each day remews our duty
To our neighbor here below,

Watehful we are toid to ever
Be of self and others, too;

Striving 8in to fully conguer,
Keeping others’ good in view.

We must keep our hearts uplifted
To our Master all the while.
Then the tempter cannot snare us,
Nor our-soulg with sin begnile,
BuyrTow CASTLE,

“Wanted—A Worker”

Gop never goeg to the lazy or to
the idle when He needs men for His
gervice, When God wants a worker,
e calls a worker. When Ile has
a work to be done, He goes to thosc
who are already at work. When God
wants a great servant, He ealls 2 busy
person, Seripture and history attest
this truth.

Moges wag busy with his floeks at
Horeb,

Gideon was busy threshing wheat
by the press.

SBaul was busy searching for his
father’s lost beasts,

David was busy caring for his fa-
ther’s sheep.

Elisha was busy plowing
twelve yolo of oxen,

Amos wag busy following the flock.

Nehemiah was busy bearing the
king’s wine eup.

Peter and Andrew were busy cast-
ing a net inte the sea.

James and John were busy mend-
ing their nets.

Matthew was busy colleeting cus-
toms.

Saul was busy persecuting the
friends of .Jesus,

William Carey was busy mending
and making shoes.

“Fngland expeets every man to do
hig duty.” This was the message that
Lord Nelson signaled from hig flag-
ship to every person in his fleet. That
message meant that each one should

with
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give his individual attention and
highest skill te the work he had been
asked to do. Tt called the captains
to be faithful commanders; the ma-
rines to do their best at the guns; the
sailors to be eareful in sailing ihe ves-
sels; the cabin boys to be prompt and
dependable messengers.

Just as England expeets loyalty
from her subjects, so God is counting
on every Missionary Volunieer {o de
his duty. Only in this way ean our
society fill its place in the world-wide
movement; only in this way ean it
enjoy its highesi swceess; only in this
way ean you receive the most benefit
from it.

A Junior’s Prayer

3y Saviour, I am happy
To give to Thee my all;

8o teach me now to labor
And listen 1o Thy call,

I know that my companrions
Need courage, for the way
Is oft bescl by trials
Throughout each busy day.
Give strength, O Lord, for service;
Give courage for my need.
Incline my heart to loye Thee,
For this to Thee I plead.

I would be pure, my Saviour ;
I would be true to Thee;

S0 hold me in Thy keeping,
That I might serve tor Thee,

BurTox CASTLE.

Pull Hard

A BUSY businessman sat at his
desk, rcached feor his telephone, and
filed a mossage with the telegraph
company. These were the words:
“George, my work compels me to ve-
main here. Surely sorry, but pull
hard. Tl be with you in spirit.”
Bigned, “Dad.”

A thousand miles away a young
athlete read his father’s message just
as his ecrew was about to enter the
great annual boat raees. Ile folded
the little piece of yellow paper and
pushed it inte his poeket. Then he
took his place at the oars.

Everything was ready; every mus-
cle was tense; every mind was intent.
The signal was given. They were
off! Amid cheers, musie, and shout-
ings, the rowers pulled and tugged as
evenly as clockwork, Noiselessly the
shetls glided through the sheet of
water with great speed.

Finally, the goal hove in sight—
but Geerge’s eraft was not in the
lead. George had been silent. Sud-
denly he thought of his father's mies-
sage. Immediately he shouted, “Pall
hard, boys! Pull hard! My dad
said so!” George shouted the com-
mand se eaznestly and with s¢ much
meaning that every man seemed to
gain mew vigor. They pulled and
pulled and pulled. Slowly and stead-
ity the craft pushed its nose forward,
until the raee was won.

The Church Officers’ Gazette

Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 9:24-
26 that we are engaged in a race 1n
which we all can win, This vace ve-
quires us to give our lives in serviee
here, and our reward shall be eternal
life.
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God’s Love Demonstrated
{Programn for December 21)

BY MARJORIE WEST MARSH

Song: “Bilent Night!” Ne¢. 83 in
“Missionary Veluntecr Songs.”

PRAYER.

OrFERTORY. {With musie of “They
Brought Their Gifts te Jesus.”)

REPORTS.

Porym: “Everywhere Christmas To-
night!”

SUPERINTENDENT'S TaLK: “Christmas.”

Song: “Little Town of Bethlehem,”
No. 91 in “Missionary Voluniecer
Songs,”

ScrIPTURE: Luke 2:8-20.

8owng: “Away in a Manger.”

PoeMm: “Star of the BEast.”’

Sorng: “While Shepherds Watched
Their Flocks,” No. 121 in “Joyiul
Songs.”

CoMMENT: “Seck and Find.”

Song: “Dear Little Stranger,” No.
44 in “Joyful Songs.”

ScripTuRE: Matthew 2:1-10.

Borng: “We ‘Lhree Kings of Orient.”

ScrIPTURE: Matthew 2:11.

CoMMENT: “Giving”

Porm: “What Can T Give Him?”

Srory: “Sam Coplon,”

ScrIirTURE: Matthew 1:21.

Bowg: “Tho Holiest Name,” No. 217
in “Christ in Song.”
Poenm: “Remembering.”
Sowg: “Come and Worship,” No. 260

in “Christ in Song.”

BENEDICTION.

Everywhere Christmas
Tonight!

EvERYWHERE, everrwhere, Chrigimasg to-
night!
Christmas in lands of the fir tree and

pine,
Christmas in lands of the palm tree and

vine,

Christmas where snow peaks stand sol-
emn and white,

Christmas where cornfields lie sunny and
bright

Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas to-
night !

For the Christ child who comes is the
Master of ali;
No palace too great, hoe coltage too

smalt ;

The angeis whoe welcome Him sing from
the height,

“In the city of David, & King in His
might,”

Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas to-
night !

Then let every heart keep its Christmas
within,

Christ’s pity for sorrow, Christ's hatred
for sin,

Chrigt’s care for the weakest, Christ’s
courage for right,

Christ’s dread of the darkness, Christ’s
love for the light;

Bverywhere, everywhere, Christmas to-
night !

—PFlitlips Brosks,
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Christmas

Topay we shall hear again the old
story of the first Christmas, As we
worship together, let ws give thanks
beeause of the great gifts Jesus and
His Father have made to the world.
Let us forget all sclfish thoughts, and
try to find the true spirit of Christ-
mas, Let us carmestly pray that we
may daily demenstrate God’s love to
the world as Ile has so wonderfully
demonstrated His love to us.

We all know that Deecember 25 is
not the aetual date on which Christ
was born, In Luke 2:8 we are told
about the shepherds whe were keep-
ing watch over their flocks by night
when the angels appeared to them to
announce Christ’s birth, Palestme is
a warm country, its elimate resembling
in many respeets the elimate of Cali-
fornia. Tt has its raimy season from
carly November to March, and its dry
scason the rest of the year, The shep-
herds, in order to safeguard their
floeks, remain night and day with them
during the dry season. It was doubt-
less during this scason that Christ
was born.

However, the aetual date does nob
matter with us. We can have the
“spirit” of Christmas—the spirit of
love and unselfish service—all through
the year, and that is what counts
8o even though we know that Decem-
ber 25 is not the real birthday of
Christ, we ean give our gifts of love
&nd service, and thank our heavenly
Father for the Saviour of the world
at any time dyring the year, and espo-
cially when all the world is thinking
of Him.

Star of the East

Dank was the hour, icng yeal's ago.
And silent was the night,

When in the easl, o‘er Judah’s hills,
There rose a wondrous light.

Bright was the star the shepherds saw,
A shining band abeove.

Whose beams led on to Bethlelem,
The mystery of love.

Lond were Lhe songs the angels sang,
That beautecus night of o¢ld,

Ag seraphs from the heavenly choir
The jeyful tidings told.

Soft were E]e whispered words they
8

poke,
Ag fast the shepherds trod
The ruggad path to Bethlehem,
The read ihat led to God.

Low was the manger where He lay,
A humbie cattle shed ;

But angels with the wise men there
Bowed iow before His bed.

ITigh in the heavens see now He relgns,
A proplhet, priest, and king,
As angels with ITis saints below
Unite, ITig praise to sing.
—0D, A, R, Aufrane.

Seek and Find

As we think once 1nore of the
Christmas story, we are reminded
again that if we are to find the best
that life has to offer, wo must go
in scarch of it—even as the shopherds,
so the story tells us, went in seazch
of the Christ ehild. If they had not
been willing to go in quest of Him,
they would never have found Him,
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Giving

‘WHO gave gifts when Jesus was
born? Did they expeet anything m
returny The shepherds gave. The
wise men gave. Who made the great-
est gift of all? The Father. {(Quole
John 3:16.)

How do we give gifts to Jesus on
His birthday? ~Of all the gifts you
are giving this COhristmas, how many
are for Jesus?

What kind of gifts did the wise
men bring? The purest gold, the
finest perfumes they could get. Do
we always give our best to Jesus; or
do we give what we cannot use? Ib
is always assumed that fhese men,
being wise, d4id more than just bring
gold and frankineense and myrrh to
Jesus, Under such great inmspirvation
they must have given also that best
gift of all—their lives.

This story reminds us that no place
iz too humble or lowly for God’s gifts
to be found there. God speaks to peo-
ple many times as they go about their
everyday living. The folk about
whom the Christmas story iz written
were not people who were doing any-
thing unusual—just simple, common
folk, earrying out the humble tasks
which made up their daily lives. Bui
they recognized God's gifts and ap-
preeiated them. '
“Love’s royal Christmas giff, cradled

In a stabie in Bethlehem town-—
Shepherds came, kneeling, adoring,

While the giory of heaven shone down ;
This gift comes to ail through ihe ages,

Tbis Christ of life's everyday road—

If we go, like the ghepherds, to meet Him,
He will make in our hearts Ifis abode.”

What Can T Give Him?

WitaT can I give Him,
Poor ag I am?
1f T were a shepherd,
I wonld bring a lamnb ;
If I were a wise man
I would do my part—-
Yei what I can I give Tim.
Give Him my beart,
—Chvisting Rossetbi.

“Not what we give, bul what we share,
Tor ihe gilt without the giver is bare.”

Sam Coplon

Hig name is Sam Coplon, and he
lives in Brooklyn, After the Spanish-
American War he went to a place in
the Adirondaek Mountains, in New
York State, to regain his health, He
came to know the people well, and
how poor they were. They treated
him kindly, and he truly appreci-
ated it,

Mr. Coplon bad a store in the moun-
taing where he lived. When Christ-
mag came, and he saw how poor some
of the children were, he wanted to do
something for them. So he took some
toys from his stove and went into the
hills to give them to the children for
Christmas. Of course the ¢hildron who
received them were very happy. The
next year he took move toys and vis-
ited more people. When he moved to
Brooklyn, he continued to return to
the mouniains every Christras to give
gifts to the ncedy people. Then he
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began to take clothing and food for
the older people, too. Soon he had
s0 many families on his list that he
nesded help. This was given him by
welfare workers and chureh people.
Manufacturers of toys which Mr.
Coplon sells have become interested,
and every year they give gifts of toys
for these poor children. Now he has
many Ppeople besides himself finding
happiness 1n giving gifts.

We, too, can find joy and happiness
in giving gifts to the needy at Christ-
mastime and all through tlhe year.

Remembering

ToDpaY our hearts
Flave love in them

As we remember
Bethlehem,

Today te all
The world we sing
T joyinl meod,
Remembering,

Good will {0 men—
So much good will—
Is born to earth
Bach Christmas still,

—Qlaude Weinmer.
e e
I Resolve—TFor 1941
{Program for December 28)
BY THELMA M. DURRELL

QrPENING Sowg: “I Would Be True,”
No. 58 in “Missionary Volanteer
Songs.”

SCRIPTURE READING: David’s resolu-
tions—Psalms 101. (A few re-
marks on these verses may be desir-
able.)

PravER: For guidance through the
coming year of 1941,

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

SECRETARY’S REPORT,

OFFRERING.

Srrcral. Music or Sone BY CONGRE-
camion: “Do Yoar Bit,” No, 84 in
“Missionary Volunteer Songs.”

READING oR DI1ALOGUE: “Margaret Re-
solves,”

SympPosmuM: “The Junior Missionary
Volunteer’s Resolutions.”

Crosing Sowve: “Do Something for
Somebody,” No. 114 in “Gogpel in
Song.”

Note to Superintendents
The purpose of this program is to
inspire a desire in the Juniors fo
huild inte their characters those ideals
whieh will make them true Christians.

The Junior Missionary Volun-
teer’s Resolutions

{Congult the “Junior Missionary Val-
unteer IFandbook,’ chapter V, for fur-
ther comments on the Pledgé and the
Law. It would be well for the leader to
draw the conclusions, bat {he other see-
trons shonld be given to different mem-
bers of the society, so that the topic
may be presented In symposium form.)

The Junior Pledge

By Tur GrAcE oF (Gop—it is only
through God’s graee and help that one
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can aeeomplish any good thing; so we
find that this is a resolve in itself to
keep close enough to God to receive
of His graece,

I Wi—thig forceful phrase ex-
presses  determination 1o eooperate
with Ged.

Br DurE—in word, thought, and
deed—elean in mind as well as body,
for as a man “thinketh in his heart,
go ts he” Prov. 23:7. Sir Galahad
said, “My strength is as the strength
of ten, beeause my heart is pure.”’

AND RinD—eeurteous and thought-
ful of others.

“TRe kind, little maiden, be kind.

In life's bugy way you will find

There is always room for a girl who
smiles,

And with lovieg service the hour be-
gulles ;

A lass who is thoughtful as she 1s fair,

And for others’ wishes has a care;

Whe is quick teo see when the heart 1s

sad,
And is loving and tender te make it

ad ;.

Who loves her mother, and lightens her
cares,

And many a household duty shares;

Who s kind 10 the aged and kind to the
young.

And laughing, and merry, and fuli of
uri,

There is always leve for a girl who is
sweet, *

Always a smile her smlles to greet.

Then be kind, little maiden, be kind »

—Adelaide Bes Brans.

Awp TruE—honest with youorself
and those with whom you come in con-
taet.

“Can you tell when g counterfeif coin
Is tossed on the counter to you?
Of course you can tell, for you know

avery
Time tbat it strikes [t doesn’t ring

ruc,
Do you know that & counterteit lfe
{(That's a life that is sham through
and through)
Is as simply defected in everyday strife
Ag the coin, for it doesn’t ring true?
If you want 1o be Christiar men,
To bhe honoved in all that you do,
Jast make up your mipd Lhat ten fimes

out of ten
You will always be found (o ring
true.
Ring true m yvour contests and games
on the field,

In your homes, with a crowd or few:
Though others may try their short-
comings to shield.
Yet always remember, ring true.”

~—Autfeor UHlnowi,

T Wi Keep THE JUNIOR Lasw,
The Junior Law expresses iu detail
{he principles contained in the Jumior
Pledge.

I WL, B A SERvANT oF Gop AND
A FrieND 10 Maw. To be a servant
of God, one must obey all His com-
mands and serve Him joyfully at alt
times. He is a loving Master, and
One that is genercus in His dealimgs
with those who serve Him. Tf we
are truc gervants of God, we shall be
w friend to man, for God is the truest
friend that man ever had, and He
desires IMig servants to truly ropresent
Him. To be a friend of man one
will be a good neighbor at all times,
doing only those things whieh will
benefit those around him rather than
harm them in any way.
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‘When forming our New Year’s reso-
Tutions, let us give consideration to
the Junier Pledge, and endeavor to
make ity principles the ideals of ecur
lives,

The Junior Law

1. Keggr THE MORNING WATCH,
Meet and talk with God the first
thing every morning. This iz a most
ideal way of starting the day right.
Tt hag been very fittingly said that:
“The morning is the gate of the day,
and should be well gusrded with
prayer. It is one end of the thread
on which the day’s actions are strung,
and sheuld be well kuotted with devo-
tien. If we felt more the majesty of
life, we should be more careful of its
mornings, He who Tushes from his
bed to his business, and waiteth not
to worship, i3 as foolish as though he
had not put ¢n his clothes, or cleansed
his face, and as unwise as though he
dashed into battle without arms or
armor.”

Each day let us remember—

“A moment in the morning-—a moment,
if no more—-

Is better than an hour when the {rying
day is o'er.

"ls the gentle dew frem heaven, the
manna for the day.

if you fail to gather early, alas, if melts

away, . .
fo, in the blush of morning, take the
offered hand or love,
And walk In heaven's pathway and the
peacefulness thereof.”

—Arthagr Lewis Tubbs,

2, Do My Howestr Parr. Just
what does it mean for us to do our
honest part? In our work, it means
to do willingly and cheerfully thosc
duties which come to us—doing them
promptly and to the best of our abil-
ity. On the playground, it means
playing the game fairly and squarely
with all that theve is in us, cheerfully
Tosing the game as well ag modestly
winning in a goed sportsmanlike way.
In the chureh alse there are duties
which a sincere J. M, V. will do his
best to fulfill, Your family, teachers,
church leaders, and playmates are all
locking to you to do your honest part
in your relations with them, Won't
you resolve that during 1941 you wild
live up to their expectations in this
vespect?

3. CagE ror My Boov. “¥ou can
get along with a wooden leg, but you
can’t get along with a wooden head.
The physieal value of man iz not go
much. Man ag analyzed in our labora-
tories is worth about ninety-cight cents,
Eleven bars of soap, lime enough to
whitewash a chicken eoop, phosphorus
enongh to cover the heads of a thou-
sand matehes, is not so mueh, you see.
It is the brain that counts, but in
order that your brain may be kept
¢lear, you must keep your body fit
and well’—Dy, Charles Mayo.

Does someone say, “It ig my bedy
and my health that arc concerned,
and Tl do as I pleage”? Paul an-
swers them in 1 Cerinthians 3:16, 17,
(Read.) Thus we see that we are not
our own, and we can serve our Mag-
ter best only with a healthy, stromg
body,
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4., Krrr A LeveL EYE. Honesty is
the best poliey, and it is enly as we
are honest that we ¢an look unflineh-
ingly into the eyes of our companions.

A BOY’Y BEST RULE

By honest, lad, in word and deed,

In all you say and do:

Treat others in your waik of life
As you'd have them treat you !

Don't steal another’s precious time,
Or blot a spotless name—

You may not think thet stealing ; *1is
Dighonest just the same.

“Be true-—there's nothing halfsogrand

As character of truth ;

Let never trace of falsehood staln
I'he glory of your youth.

Let every thought you harber he
Ag clear and pure as day,

Sincerlty of purpose gleam
In every word you say,

‘“Be brave—don’t be afraid to stand
Up boldly for the right,
Ang evll firmly to oppose
With all your feariegs might
Ifor veal courage only fears
What it is wropg 1o do—
To live a hero’s life, my lad,
Be honest, brave, and true I

—-Authior Unknown,

5. BE CourTrOUS AND OBEDIENT.
Courtesy and obedience are the out-
ward evidence of love in the heart-
love for God amnd for our fellew men,
A cheerful greeting, a smile, a kindly
deed, will show forth a Christian
spirit, Tf we love God, we shall ree-
ognizc X¥is authority, follow His
guidance, and obey Him. Obedience
to ali those who have authority, and
respect for all who are older than we
are, as well as courlesy to all, are
Christian attributes o be earnestly
sought after. Let us always obey God
first, and keep in mind His command,
“Henor thy father and thy mother:
that thy days may be lon% upen the
land which the Lord thy God giveth
thee.”

6, WALK SOFILY IN THE SANCTUARY.
Do you steal in church? Some ir-
reverent folk, through their noisy ae-
tions, steal the service from these
about them. It hag been sald that
reverence is the alphabet of religiom,
Ag you cannet acquire knowledge
without the knowledge of the alpha-
bet, s¢ you cannot acquire an experi-
ence in the religious life without the
spirit of reverence. So let us remem-
Ler this, and resolve always te be
quiet and “walk softly in the sane-
tnary.”

7. Kgor A SoNg IN MY HEART.
Musie is magie, It was in the waiting
reom of the Union Station in Chicago.
The leng wooden benches were hard,
and the stone floor was cold. The
peeple were tired, worried, anxious,
unsmiling, The crowd was milling
and hwrrying here and there in
thoughtlegs confusion.  They all
seemed to lack something. At that
nmoment a young man came siriding
through the deor whistling loudiy.
Heads turned siowly ag if gearching
for something, The young man felt
the gaze and became embarrassed. He
stopped whistliing, and m a few sec-
endg digappeared, But something had
happened to that crowd, They had
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heen transfermed hy that whistling.
A woman smiled, and an ¢ld man
laughed out loud. A child began to
sing. It was as if some magic wand
had been waved over the station.

One who sings or whistles ig happy,
and if he is happy, he will, spread
cheer and gladness. 1f a song is ever
present in the heart, there will be
no room for ovil thoughts, Singing
praises to God is as much an aet of
worship as is praying. Geod music
gxalts the spirit and lghtens our bur-

ens.

8. Go Ox Gon’s IrraNDg., Our
only purpose in life should be to do
God's work as He reveals to us Iig
pleasure. It may not be in soms con.
spieuous office in the church or in the
mission field. If we will do faith-
fully the smaller, commonplace dutios
in the home and the church, these
very activities will prepars us fox
greater gervice, Tollowing is a tale
of a lad who served Ged. It is the
slory of “The Boy Who Helped Iig
Mother.”

“As I went down the street today,
I saw a little lad
Whose face was just the kind of face
T make a person glad.
I saw him busily at work
While blithe as a hlackbird’s song
IIls merry, mellow whistle rang
The pleasant street along,

“Just then a playmate came along,
And leaned across the gate,
A plan that promised lois of fun
And frolic to relate
‘T'he boys are waitlng lor us now,
So hurry up,” he eried,
My liitle whistler shoek his head,
And, ‘Can’t come,’ he replied.

YCan’t come? Why not, P'd like to know ?

What hinders ¥ asked the other.

‘Why, don’l you see? came the reply,
‘T"'m busy helping mother,

She's lots Lo do, and I so like
T'o help her all ¥ can;

50 I've no time for fun just now,’
Sald this dear little man.

* T like to hear you talk like that,’
I told the llttle lad.
‘ITelp mother all you can, and make
Her kind heart ‘xi%ht and giad,
It does me good te think of him,
And know that there are others
Who, like thls manly little boy,
Take held and belp their mothers.™

—Adthor Unknown,

By bringing these eight points of
the J, M, V. Law definitely into our
New Yoar’s resolutions, we have made
considerable progress in the develop-
ment of a truec Christian character.
Surely those who conscienticusly seek
God’s help in making these prineciples
the ideals of their lives will strengthen
their own experience and bring happi-
ness to those around them.

Margaret Resolves

(This may be used as a reading ov
adapted for a dialogue.)
“MoTHER, 1 don’t believe T shall
make any New Year’s resolutions this
vear,” annoumeced Margaret, who was
gitting in the living roem with her

mother while she finished up the
weekly mending.
Her mother loaked up. “What

(Please turn to page 84)
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Our Foreign Missions

for missions is taken.

These pages provide interesting and helpful material for church elders
and conference workers in promoting foreign mission work, and may
be used on the second Sabbath of each month when the charch offering

From Caves of the Mountains

ROM the Kenya Colony, Iast
]IE‘ Afriea, this word comes of

enlering among another tribe
in which hearts ave being touched
with the Jove of Christ, a tribe dwell-
ing in the fastnesses of the mountains.
Pastor 8. G. Maxwell tells us of the
cave dwellers:

“Years ago tho battle for the pas-
tures raged over the lowlands of North
Kavirondo, The strong, warlike fribes
drove the weaker tribes hither and
thither, The El Konyi, ealled the
“Elgon?¥ by the Europeans who do not
always listen ecarefully to Afriean
names, fled to the rock fastness of
Mount Elgon. This giant of Africa
riges some 14,000 feet above sea level
Scattered over its eastern slopes are
many eaves. These have formed
places of refuge for the defeated
Elgoni for many generations.

“Pormerly they did mot cultivate
their ground, but lately many are
doing so. They do mot bury their
dead, but leave them out for the
wild beasts to devour.

“Little has been done for this
tribe by missions. They lie off the
beaten track. Their homes are not
casy of access. Not all now dwell in
caves, but some still do. We visifed
these eaves recently. In one of them
wag a family with all their ecattle.
The entranee was protected by thorn
bushes. The man had divided off a
section for living quarters, and ome
could just erawl in there. The ecave
forms excellent protection from the
heavy mountain rain., The tempera-
ture was neither hot nor eold—one
of nature’s air-comditioned chambers.

“The president of the loeal tribungl
had invited us fo work among these
people.  We found & large school
buildizg in process of erection. The
vresident was hauling the trees from
the forest with his oxen.

“A lively group of youngsters are
meeting for school i an unfinished
houge. The old folk gathered while
we wore examining the school, and
they listened intently while the word
of God was explained.

“The words of the prophet are onee
again being fulfilied: ‘After will I
send for many hunters, and they shall
hunt them from every mountain, and
from every hill, and out of the holes
of the rocks.’ Jer, 16:16.”

Our Missionary Doctors

Ir is important that well-trained
physicians be sent forth among the
people of overseas lands, for without
this training doectors eannot cope with
emergencies and conditions which are
sure to confront them. If is likewise
of great importance, and of hearten-
ing encouragement, that these medieal
missionaries, largely traimed in our
own denominational schools, are pre-
pared also to lead the interested ones
inte Bible truths, bringing to them
the “one thing” most “needful’’—the
healing of the soul. Doctor C. Paul
Bringle, of the Maun Medical Mission,
Bechuanaland Proteciorate, South AF-
rica, writes:

“We have enjoycd our four years
of work here at Maun., They have
given us the pleasure of sceing the
work develop from. the first beginnings
to what is becoming wmore promising
every day. 1 believe we have won
the confidence of the majority of the
native people, and the Europeans have
taken us in with open arms. Where
for practieally two years it was diffi-
enlt to get permission to do any kind
of major surgery for the matives, now
we have the hospital full and usually
have several major surgieal opera-
tions seheduled. And now they are
even heginning to come to the hospital
1o have their babies, which is indeed
a vietory over their native customs
and traditions, The hogpital and out-
patient work has doubled in the last
twon years. As the work has grown,
I beliecve all of us here have grown
with it. Some of the cXperiences
have taught us invaluable lessoms, al-
though they sometimes seemed about
to break us in the teaching process.

“The thing for which I am most
thankful and which makes me the
happiest is that we are beginning to
see some fruit from the gospel seed
sowing. This has heen hard uphill
effort, but it iz beginning to show
progress. 'We have had four baptisms,
and three, perhaps five, are ready for
baptism now, making nine to enter
into ehurch fellowship.

“While I like to do surgery and
enjoy making a secientific diagnosis,
preseribing treatment, aand seeing a
patient recover from his sickness, yet
I am most interested in helping these
people to a kmowledge of salvation.
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8o I ean truthfully say that I enjoy
my baptismal classes three times
weekly more than any other one
thing.””
Before They Got Up

FroM the Gold Coast, West Afriea,
Missionary J. Clifford tells us of
some intensive evangelistic work Dle-
ing carried on there by the brethven
and sisters. He writes:

“Omne chureh that was on the down
grade was eneouraged to begin Joeal
ovangelistic work., TLed by the visit-
ing misgionary, they spent several
days in ‘open aiy’ preaching, and then
continued the work themselves with
the help of their teacher. In time
two mew companies were raised up.
In relating their experiences these
believers told how, in one town, the
vreople invariably disappeared when
they went there to preach. So our
members rose at four o’clock in the
morning and wpreached through the
thin walls of the huts.

“Ancther group of workers went to
a mining town thirty wmiles distant.
They chose what is deemed a diffieult
field, but rejoice that their faith was
rewarded in that seven souls took
their stand for the fruth.

‘“Pagtor 8. B. Essien with lay work-
ers from Tarkwa went inte the Cen-
tral Provinee to visit an isolated mem-
ber who has suffered mueh for her
faith. They held speecial services for
the townspeople each morning and
cvening, Some whe could read
brought their Bibles; others asked
questions, and before our workers left,
a company of eighteen believers had
heen established (with five others in 2
neighboring town in hitherto wmen-
tered territory). Now our lone sister
has others o unite with her in Sab-
bath worship,

“From the Acera and the Koforiduza
distriets, where the effects of the re-
cent earthquake were most serious,
come reports that the people ave
awakening from their usual seif-satis-
fied state and are inquiring after the
truth, In the Xoforidua district
forty-two persons during the past
month have accepted the message.”

Along the Mongolian Border

MisstowarYy OrTTo CHRISTENSEN,
who with his wife was accomplishing
a good work in Southern Mongolia,
and who, on account of hiz wife's
health, was called as director to the
8ai-Pei Mission across the Chinese
border, tells of recent experiences in
this mew language area:

“We are enjoying our work in
China very much in apite of our
handieaps in the language. Thauk
the Lord that if we go forward He
helps us. Being asked to take over
the work here, I immediately began
trying to preach in the language, and
found it necessary to put forth in-
tensive study. Although I have not
yvet mastered the language, it is he-
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coming much easier, and I am con-
stantly preaching and prepaving souls
for baptism, as well as baptizing.
We hope to have nearly twenty-five
baptisms in this new field beforo the
end of the year. I am especially urg-
ing the workers to instruet carefully,
and to be sure the candidates are
fully econverted, and not to think too
muck of numbers.

“The Lovd has wonderfully blessed
the bookwork in this fleld. Last
year’s record has been doubled, Two
paire of ecolporteurs have made a
record here in this mission for China.
One pair took 600 subseriptions lack-
ing seven, for the Signs magazine In
oile month., This means gales amount-
ing to nearly $1,200,

%0Onr Marvest Imgathering has alse
been especially blessed of the Lord.
We have worked only five, and some
only four, weeks, and every chapel
except one hag gone over ite goal, I
reeently had the privilege of baptizing
two young men who had been won as
a result of the Harvest Ingathering
work in other years., They are now
at ounr middle school, and their
father, who is manager of the British
Ameriean Tobacco Company, has ex-
pressed his hope of a change in work,
so that he also can obey the truth.
We thank the Lord that labor for
Him is not in vain. Remember us in
your prayers.”’

The Medical Book Saved Lives

Broriier Jose 1. PErez, who is
laboring i Mexico, relates his ex-
periences at a medical missionary in-
stitnte in secking to relieve the people
of their sicknesses, and gives evidence
of how the Lord iz able to use others,
even in places where better conditions
prevail, in the use of simple remedies
in relieving pain and distress:

“T desived to obtain the book
[*Practical Guide to Health”] for
myself to study earvefully. By sacri-
fice I saved sufficient money to pur-
chase the book, and began to study
how to treat the siek.

“A short time after that, a mes-
genger came to mo from a placo
twenty-four miles distant to ask me
to go to aid a man suffering from a
kiduey disease. T told tho messenger
that I had never treated anyone. Bub
he replied, ‘I know that you have a
book that btells how to treat disease.
I told him that I would go and do
what I could in the mname of the
Lord, In the book I found a treat-
ment which preved to be offestive,
and in a few days the man was well,

“A little later there was an cpidemic
of typhoid fever in our distriet, It
rapidly spread from family to family.
I studied the book to learn how to
stay this epidemie, and earvefully fol-
lowed the mmstruetion, I treated ot
only the members of our church, but
others in the distriet, and not one died.

“We also had an epidemic of =a
form of intestinal trouble, and many
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persong died. I wrote to the super-
intendent of the migsion and told him
that we needed a doector to help us
save the lives of the people. The
superintendent was mot at home, and
I did not receive an answer to my
letter. Already fifteen people had
died, and I decided that T would have
to do what little I eould. In this
medical book I found a treatment for
this disease, We had to make a long
journey to buy the remedy suggested,
and when we returned we found that
three more people had died duaring
our absenee, We began to give the
treatment presecribed in the book,
and after that not ome sick person
died.

“A director of the Agrarios eame to
me with a eut reaching from the fore-
head to the hack of his head, received
from a machete. No doctor was in the
district, and two days had passed
since he wag eut. Tho blood had
elotted and dried, The people heard
that we could do something to help
this man. They eame to call me, and
I sald to them: ‘If you believe that
I can do something for him, I will
g0 I took along some disinfect-
ants, and found the man suffering
greatly. I first thoroughly washed hig
head and ths wound, It was indeed
a task, because the halr was thor-
oughly matted with bleod. The man
was not a Christian, but while I was
treating him, I talked to him abont
the troth, The wound healed, and this
man iz grateful for the help we gave
him. He i now a member of onr
chureh, When we planned to bunild a
clinie, he promised to give us all the
timber we needed., We had the clinje
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all completed except the floor when I
left to eome to this institute. There
is no doetor in that distriet, This
clinic will be a great blessing {o the
peopte while we follow the insiruction
the Lord has given us concerning
simple {reatments.”

“A  wounded soldier lay on his
deathbed in a London hospital. The
chaplain tatked to him about the di-
vine Substitute, and the surrendered
life. e listened, caught the words,
his lips moved in prayer, and then as
the light darkened he raised his hand
and ealled, ‘Lord Josus, I surrender.’
Like the thief by the side of Christ
on Calvary, that man will be remem-
bered when Christ comes in His king-
dom, But had either of them lived on,
it would have been neeessary for them
to demonstrate their faith in Christ by
life, word, and action.”

Obtained a New Heart
MissioNaRY A, J. JAcoBsoN, of
Rarotonga, South Seas, tells of the
transformation in the lives of an aged
couple recently won by our mission-
aries there:

“Peau, who is now sixty years of
age, until ho became an Adventist a
few months age had mot been to
church six times in his life. One of
his chief occupations was the manu-
facture of bush beex, made from fex-
mented pineapples, oranges, ete.,, and
which develops a high percentage of
alechol. Peau was found by the police,
taken to eourt, and fined several times.
Aftpr each avrest he went bhack, made
more beer, and paid hig fines from its
sale. This continued until he eame
under the convietion of the Bpirit of
God during the mectings condueted by
our missionaries, Once he heard this
message, he deeided to change his
habits, and he prayed to God for
strenghh to gain the vietory. I& was
a real struggle, but he was able to
renounce the old life entirely, and is
now a faithful ehurch member. He
has also sold his pigs and bought a
cow,

“When people of another denomina-
tion saw how Peau was reforming,
they eame to him suggesting that he
go to their church, but he said, ‘No, a
pair of horses eould not prevent me
from going to the Adventist chureh.’
One of the deacons of the other church
finally satd that the gospel of the Ad-
ventists was & powerful gospel if it
could change a man like that.

“His wife has also experienced a
real ehange of heart and life, and tes-
tifies that hitherto her home was al-
ways dirty. With a husband who
brewed and drank beer, she, too, was
eareless and dirty, never cleaning her
house, But now she says, ‘I clean it
every day’ Her countenance beams
with the light of the new life. With
the apostle Paul we can well say that
they ‘are made a speetacle unto the
world, and to angels, and to men.”

Mi1ss10N BOARD.
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