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young @eople; @epartment
| o}p Missionary Volunteers

NOTES TO OFFICERS

Following Up the Week of
Prayer

BADERS of youlh in the
church, that is, M. V. Society
officers, should never forget the
ehallenge of the following state-

ment found in “Gospel Workers,” page
210: “When the youih give their hearts
to God, our vesponsibility for them
does not cease, They must he inter-
ested in the Lord’s work, and led to
see that He expects them to do some-
thing to advanece His cauwse. Tt is not
enough to show how much needs to he
done, and to urge the youth to aet a
part, They must be tawght how to
labor for the Master.”

Young people whoe have just rc-
cently given their hearts to Christ
should be integrated into the life of
the church and the young people’s so-
ciety. Let the society officers counssl
with the church elder regarding ways
in which these new converts can he
used in the chvreh and in the society.
Arrange for them to join some service
band and te obtain a persomal experi-
encg in Christian gervice.

There are perhaps other young peo-
ple who have surrendered their hearts
to God but have mot been haptized.
Lt the memibers of the socisty excen-
tive committee take a persomal inter-
est in these, Pray for them and en-
courage them. Associate them in some
prayer band and see that they are en-
rolled in a baptismal class, If your
church does not have a pastor, per-
haps some mature young person wilh
a well-grounded Chrigtian experience
could eonduct this baptismal eclass.
Some years ago a girl organized =
Prayer and Personal Workers’ Band,
which won fourteen people to the
trath, These peopls were so thor-

oughly ingtructed in the principles of
the advent message that all the min-
ister had to do was to examine them
and baptize them. For Juniors, there
is the inexpensive “Baptismal Manual
for Juniors,” a copy of which should
be put in the hands of each Junior en-
rolled in the baptismal class so that
he can make preparation for the reg-
ular elags study. The “Senior Studies
in Bible Doctrines” is a good outline
for a Benior young people’s haptismal
clags, Both of these pamphlets are
procurable through youwr Book and
Bible House. A, W, P,

Binding Off the Year’s Work

THE society exceufive commiitee
should pian te reecive an annual re-
port from the various gsoeclety seere-
taries—the secretary-ireasurer, the de-
votional and edueational geeretaries,
the social seeretary, the band leaders,
and any others who have been assigned
to a partieular task by the seciety ex-
eentive committee. DBefore the year
closes, all record books should bhe
brought up to date and copies of re-
porits sent on to the econference M, V,
seeretary, If there are any unpaid
bills, these should be paid. Certifi-
cates should be requisitioned from the
conference M., V. secretary for those
who have finished such courses as the
M. V. Reading Course, {he Bible Year,
or the Bpirit of Prophecy Reading
Course., If there are Juniors or
Seniors who have finished their require-
ments in the different Progressive
Classes, plans should be made for an
investiture. Counsel with the confer-
ence M., V. seeretary regarding the
completion of the Junior and Senior
Progressive Class work in yomr society.

Good leaders aro good finishers.
Therefore, lot the work of your soeicty
be bound off. AW, P

ary 1, 1944,

. Enrollment Day

Tear M. V. SBoclety executive com-
mittes should lay large and definite
plans for M. V. Bociety Enrellment
Day. Missionary Volunteers consti-
tute thal splendid group of youth
around the world from whom are
recruited those heroie piomeers who
blaze new trails in misgion fields.
Therefore M. V., membership is a
meaningful relationship and the cen-
tral thought for Enrellment Day
should bhe “World Fellowship.” ILet
the pledge bo featured in this meet-
ing, It would be well in a gociety
which is not too large if the voll could
be called and if each member came
forward and signed the new society
membership registry. Let this be a
time of enrolling mew members also.
Not only is the M. V. Society a world
fellowship Dbut also a friendly fellow-
ship with the loeal society. Make
much of and make meaningful M. V.
Enrvollment Day, which comes Janu-
A, W. P

Morning Watch

DEcEMBER Is the time for a vigor-
ous promotion of the circulation of
the Morning Watch Calendar. The
Morning Watch is that quist time in
the morning with God without which
no goul ean grow sturdy and robust in
its Christian experience, Therefore,
gee that every member of the M. V.
Soclety dnd every young person con-
nected with the familieg of the churech
has a Morning Watch Calendar. Plan
with the pastor of the church for an
announecement of the Morning Wateh
and urge the placing of a Morning
Wateh Calendar in every family af
least, though every individual member
of the family who is able to read cught
to have his own copy. .
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The M. V. and His Tithe,
Offerings, and Church
Expense
By M, V. CAMPBELL

Notes

The topic for today is the last ia the
gerieg on Ilelping the Church. We hope
that today, if he has not done so before,
every Senjor will realize his duty and
privilege in respect to tithe, offerings,
and chureh expense. The M. V. is re-
spongible not alone to his church but to
nis God.

For further reading and study: "Mes-
sages to Young People™ Sectlon X,
“gtewardship,’

The M. V. and His Tithe, Offer-
ings, and Church Expense

In studying our financial obllgations to
God and to the church, we may well
review a parable which the Lord related
while here on earth. (Read Luke 12:16-

21,

'l)‘bis story is freguentlty called the
parabie ¢f the footigh riek man, He was
not foolish because he made provision
for his own future. Hia folly consisted
in the fact that he was covelous. Te
waated all lis increase for himgelf, He
inld np treasures for himself and was not
rich toward God, Covetousness g often
considered an aristocratic sin, & digni-
fied, borderiine sin. God, however, re-
pards it as one of fhe worst sins. IHe
lists covetousness with other sins of the
deepest dye, (Lead Epheslans §:5.)

The man in the parahkle was selfish,
Qod dld not reprove him for bullding
more barng, but He did feel keenly the
fnet that the man forget his partner—
God. God furnished the rain and the
suashine without which no %raln would
grow or come to maturity. (Read
Deuteroneomy 8:17, 18.)

The foolish rleh man planted, reaped,
gold, and built granaries. IIe put all the
money in his pocket. Ile was a robber.
I1e ignored God, his partner. God ls a
Wond%arfully generoug partner. Ile does
not ask for an equal share of the increase,
He furnishes most of the capital hut
asks for only one tenth of the veturns,
The robbery of his pariner brought a
feariui punishment to the foolish rich
man. God said, *“Thlg night thy soul
ghail’ he reguived of thee: then whose
shall thoge things be, which thou hast
provided?’ The mau was dependent
upoa  God not onty for hig financial
wealth, but also for every breath and
every heartbeat. If God had negigeted
him ‘even a frifle ha wouid ingtantiy have
guffered illness. When God totally
neglected him as & vesult of his total
ne%glect of God, the man’s tife ceased to
exiat.

God does not punish every covetous
and selfish man as He did this one, but
it i8 certain that thousands, even
millions, of people are suffering from the
curge of God hecause of their selfishness
and their systematic robbery of God.
These people might just as well have
the blessing of God rather than His curse
it 1hey would but recognisze the claim of
their partner and give Him the porticn
which lg His due. In Malachi 3:8-10
God sets forth both a curse and a bless-
ing, We may ail chooge whick we wiil
receive. (Read fext.)

The rewards which we recelve from
tiie Lord bheeguse of faithfuiness In

tithing are not always meagured In
silver and gold. They are nol always
receivéd in thls life. In the new earth.
however, those who are faithful In this
life will walk on streets paved with
gold,  Thely houses will be” bulit with
gold and garnished with preclous stones,
But thousands, even In thls life. have
received rich fnancial veturns through
faithfulness in the payment of tithe.

Jacob, when he left his home, feelng
from the wrath of hig brother Esauw, was
a penniless exlle with only a staff in hils
hand. He had no piflew for hig head but
oh his jonrney slept in the open and
used a slone for a pillow, While thus
deslitute of any earthly wealth he made
a promise to God, ““Of all that Thou shalt
give me I will surely give the fenth ualo
Thee* Gen. 28:22, Let us netice the
result, Turning fo the thirtieth chapter
of Genesis (verse 43), we flad him a
man of wealth and day by day his riches
wore increaging. He had remembered his
partner, God, He had kept his promise
and of all that God gave him, he returned
to the Lord one tenth.

God is a pavtner who will help you,
Earthly partners will stand by you while
you age ia proaperity, but frequently
they will leave you in adversity. We
are promised that God will be with us
whether things are well with us ov
whether we are in trouble. (Read Psalms
40:14,15.) Here we are veminded that
if we pay our vows to God as Jacob did,
then when we are in trouble we may feel
free to call upon God and He will
deliver us. ‘I'hls i3 a wonderful promise
which should greatly encourage the
tithepayer.

What Is the tithe? This question is
answered in Genesis 28:22, “Of ail that
‘Thou shalt gilve me 1 will suvaly glve
‘the tenth unto Thee,”” The tithe iz one
tenth of all that we recclve. When a
soul firgt secepts the truth ke may also
pay tithe on his substance, (Prov. 3:

, 10,

QOur substance is property, veal estate,
our Interest in a business, our bank
account, our securlties, or It may be a
farm, stock, and machinery. We may
honor the Lord by tithing all or any of
this which we posseas as well as our
increase, which congists of salary or
commission or interest on money which
is loaned, or the net income of a farm
or businegs, Let us honor the Lord with
our substance ag well as wlth our Increase
and God has promised that if we d¢ so
our barns wiil be diled with plenty. No
man has aver gl'oﬁted finaucially by
Wltélh()lding the tithe which belongs to

od,

“Whenever God’as people, In any perlod
of the world, . . . robbed God iu fithes
and in offerlngs, they wera made to
realize that they were not oniy robbing
Him but themselves; for II¢ limited His
blesslngs to them, just in preportion as
they limited tieir offerings to Him.'—
“Tegtimondes,” Vol. III, p, 895, We have
the cholee of going through life with God
pouring out His blesslngs upon us, or
we may rcb Hilm and have Hig eurse.

OFFERINGS

When we have given the Lord ouc
tithe we are not genercds t¢ Him, We
ave merely giving Him what is atready
ifis, In addition to our tithe we should
give frec-will offerings generously from
the nine tenibs which remain. Tha Bible
iz foll of admonitions to us to give
free-will offerings. At the close of the
parable of the foolish rich man Jesus
said, “So is he that iayeth up treasure
for himself, and 1s not rieh teward God.”

To be rich toward God we should glve
IIim not enly our tithe but our offerlngs
as well, No¢ man {g made poor by his
offerings to God. (Read Proverbs 11 :24,)
‘We should recognize our responsibility to
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su}:port the ioeal chureh to which we
belong, , . . None of us could worship in x
chureh with joy and happlness knowing
that other members pay all the expense
involved. Even though we may not be
as wealthy as other members of the
chureh, we should even from our poverty
give some offering to church expense, and
through sacrifice asgist in the world-
\E{ide misslen program of the {enomlna-
ion,

Liberallty is not a natural trait,
“Liberaiity is not so nalural to us that
we gain this virtue by aceident. It must
be Tcultlvaied, We must dellberately
resoive that we will honor God with our
substance : and then we must let noth-
ing tempt us.to rob Him of the tithes
and offetings thai are His due.'—I4.,
Vol. ¥V, p. &L

Jesus does uct count the generosity of
onr offering by the sum which we con-
tribute, buf by the amount we have left
after making tha contribution, The
mites of the poor widow indicate that
it is not the size of our offering that
hrings God’s approbation but the willing-
ness and gladness with which we give
it and the proportion which itg value
beatg to what we have leff. -

It should be a great pleasure to each
of us to p%y our tithe r-egulm-%?r and to
give our offerings liberally. We should
remember that wa are giving both ony
tithe and our offerings to Jesus.

e o
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A Heavenly Land

By Ler CaARTPR
Order of Service

Song: “My Jesus, I love Thee,” No. 43
in “M. V. Songs.'”

SorIprURE BRADING @ Rev. 22:1-5, 14,

PRAYER.

SEermTARY’S. REPOAT.

REroar oF MISsIoNanY WORK.

OFFERTORY.

PoasoNAL IIXTRARIANCES IN SBRVICE.

SpEc1al. Music or “I'll Be a Voice,”

0. 40, .
; “Our Bociety Conducts Its First

TALK
Meeting.” .
BirLe SrTUDY: “What and Where Is
Ileaven?" (See Notes.)

TALK : “A Free Home,"

ApprEAL by Leadoer,

PrAYER OF RECONSECRATION,

SO%;S: “Meet Me in the Homeland,” No.

BEXEDICTION,
Note
In order for this program to be a sue-
eess, all parts must be briecf and

thoronghly prepared, The M. V. Cru-
sader's Bible Course may be securad from
your conference Book and Bible House,
The lesson  What and Where Is
Heaven ?¥ should be used as a basgis for
the Bible study. Tf possible, use the new
M, V., Crusader’s film on this study.

Our Society Conduets Tts First
Cottage Meeting .

GroreE Baown i 2 “live wire” In
our local M. V. Bociety. Two weeks
ago whila distributing temperance num-
bers of the Youth's Instructor, he met
My, Smith, a railroad employee, who
manlfegted an interest in what (George
wag dolag by asking varlous questions
retating to youth and the problem of
intemperance, In the conversation,
George referred to the Bible teaching that
drunkards cannot enter the kingdom of
heaven,

“] gness nobody knows where heaven
ig, or what it is Hke,” sald Mr. Smith,
“but it certainly wouidn't be a decent
place very long it they iet 'boozers’ In.”

Then George saw ah opportunity.
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“Say, Mr. Smith, you should see and
hear our_ lilustrated Bible study on the
gubject ‘What and Where Is Heaven?
The young people’s soeclety to which I
heiong has a fiim strip showing Bihle
texts and pictures, and, well, it just
makes heaven and the new earth reat
and easy to understand,”

“Where can I go to see {t?' querled
Mr. Smith,

“If you Hke, a few of us can come over
some evenring when you are at home and
show It to you right In your own housge,”
said George. '

“Fine ™ was Mr, Smith's repiy, *“I
am home three nights a week. How
about next Thursday evening ?"’

“We shall be glad to come,” George
responded,

* * * » *

We surely had a wonderful time, We
were a bit nervous at the Dbeglnning,
but the 8Smiths were go friendly we soon
felt at home with them, Marjory's sug-
gestion that we ging their favorite hymn
for them was wel} taken, and then it was
just naturai to suggest that a few mo-
ments be spent in prayer before we he-

an the study about heavenly things.

%eorge proved to be a good master of
Wiillam handled the ma-
chine perfectly. I made one or two hluh-
ders in my Bible study, I Xknow I shouid
have done better and am determined to
Improve next time, Oh, yes, the Smiths
invited us to contlnue with these Bibie
studies every Thursday evening,

e are so glad George found this fam.
iy, and it seems we can hardly wait for
odr next appoiniment, We do hope we
ean fead these peopte to the truth. And
realtly, our wheole society is interested in
this undertakinf; and is showing renewed
interest in finding other souls for whom
we ealt lahor.

Nore,—The above article was writien
by I, C. Pound, the president of the
Arkansas-Louigiana Conference, It was
not his purpose to recommend that the
subject “What and Where Is Ileaven?’
be used as the first topie necessariiy for
a series of eottage moetings.

eeremonies ;

A Free Home

It ig natural for the human heart to
long for a home—a heautifu} building
surrounded by trees, flowers, and rolling
pastures and fertite fietds. ot B0 many
vears ago word went ouf that many sites
for just sueh homes were golng to be
given away in a certain parg of our coun-
try called the Indlan Territory. Presi.
dent FEarrison issued & proclamation that
at noon on April 22, 1866, the territory
known ag the Oklahoma Distriet was to
be opened for settlement.

Tens of thousands of home seekers
glojelt(ed to the boundary Hne of this dis-

rict.
day designated hy the President, a great
mass of humanity surged back and torth
in front of the Dboundary of this new
territory., The people were walting im-
patientty for the gignal to De given when
they could rush in aud seek out their
nome sites. They had heard many inter-
esting stories of this wonderful eountufv,
and they were eager to find a home in
this better land, As the signal sounded,
a shout went up from the throng, and
the geething mass of humanity Iunged
forward, Men on feot, on horseback, on
bicycies, in wagons, were hurrying reross
the country in search of that beautifal
spot they had envisioned as thelr fu-
ture home, Scores lost their Hves In the
mad rush and the flghts that followed.
Some picked out beautiful home gites
but many failed.

Christ our King has proclalmed that
S00R, Yes, very soon, another ilerritory
jg to be opened for settlenmtent by the In-
habitants of this world, Those wheo have
been privileged to view this heavenly
iand bring thrilling reports of its bheau-
ties and wondérs. Dut there ale very
deflnite restrictions on thoge whe would
enter this better land. They must have
elean handg and pure hearts. This bhet-
ter land is mnot to be snoiled wiilh the

A few minutes before noon on the -’

The Church Officers’ Gazette

curge of sin, There wif be nelther death
nor erying there.

Is it not strange that men and women
work sb desperatety and feverlshly bard
for a home that shall soon be destroyed,
and yet compietety ignore God's Invita-
tion to a home in the earth made new?
lI..et:ﬂzus set our affections on that hetter
and,

Closing Remarks

By Soctely Leader

Read the comumentg on Rev. 232:20,
found in “Daniel and the Revelation,"
pp. 775, 776,

Nore.—At this peint the leader might
make an appeal catting for those who,
with him, wiil resoive by the help ot
God so to live day by day that they may
have a home in the earth made new, to
express this determination by standiug,
While the young people are standing. a
shortdprayer of reconsecration sghonld be
offered.

W
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The M. V. Takes Inventory

By ALFRED W, PETE}:SON
Order of Service

QPENING IEXBERCISES,

T M. V. PrEpGe, in unison.

ScriprUne REapinNg: Matf, 13 :31-50,

PRAYER,

ReronrTS IFroM PROMOTIONAL SECRETAL-
1Es AND BAND I-EADEBRS regarding the
work for which they are responsible,

LMADER’'S STATEMENT regarding the pure-
pose of this meeting—to review the
activitles of the society.

TALKES AND BYMPOSIUM :

Service Band Actlvitles,

Reading Courses and Recognition of
Those Qualifying for Reading Course
Certificates,,

Progressive Ciass Work and Vocational
Homnors.

SPECIAL MUSIC.

TALKS O SYMPOSIUM !

The Bible Year's Most Intercsting
Scripture.

Pergonal Waorkers,

Biessings of the Morning Wateh.

Digcussion : “How Can We Increase the
Hffectiveness of Qur Society?”

CLOSING WXERCISEY,

Notes

The purpose of this meeting Is to—

L. Show what lines or kinds of work
the soclety has carried on throughont
the year.

2. Bhow what progress was made in
the ilnes of work undertaken,

. Stimutate interest in the watrlous
activities of the sociely.

4. Increase the number participating
next year in the work of {he society.

Let the society executive committee
plun the program for this meeting very
carefully and let those who are to have
a part be notlfied and cavefully ingtruocted
regardiug the purpose of the meeting ang
how to prepave so that thorough prepa-
rationn may be madc.

Fnraee asg nany as possible in the
nrepacation and presenfation of the ma-
tertal for this meeting. Pavticipation
increages interest, Personal expertences
are more Interesting than merely talk.
ing about{ & project. Therefore, feature
nersonal experiences. Tet ihe talks be
slort and lively. T.et the promotional
cacrataries of the saciely render hrief
veports in conneclion with the varicous
narts, TPor cxample, lel the devotional
seeretary repori on the numher who have
been pursiting the Bible Year and the
mrogress they have made; then let the
nerson who is to talk about the most
interesting scrinture foilow. The goci-
oty executive commitiee shonld uge thig
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program as a meang of enconraging the
memhers of the society to complete the
things they have undertaken and fo in-
terest others in the various society ac-
tivities in 1944,

Let the society executive commlittee
plan for a sgpirited discussion of the
topie “How (Can We Inereage the Ef-
fectiveness of Our Soclety? Let the
leader present the frue and fundamentai
objectives of the M. V. Soclety, namely:

1, Youth to work for other youth.

2. Youth to help and inspire the church
by means of their faithiul service,

‘ :ih Youth to work for those¢ not of our
aith.

Service Band Activities

Have the leaders of the various hands
give a hrief statement of the work which
the bands have been doing during 1943,
and plam to have several members of
these bands tef} some personal experi-
ence connected with their band work.

Exampre: 1, A girl of twelve lived in
the same apariment house in which a
tailor [lived and carried on his worlk.
Hvery Sabbath om her way to Sabbath
school she stopped to teil the tailor that
it was Sabbath and fuvited him to at-
tend church, The tatlor always made
some excuge, but when the girl would
return from Sabbath school she would
point to the scraps on the floor, and teli
him she wighed he would go to S8abbath
gchool instead of working at his trade.
Eventually circumstances shaped up ia
such a way that the man aetuaily went
to Sabbath school and heecame interested
and finaliy accepted the truth and gave
hig heart to God. In a testimony meet-
ing where new converts were telting how
they had been hrought Into the church,
this man told of the falthful witness of
this girl and how through her he was
led inte this truth.

2, The story of a prper. Let some
memhers of the society tell of the work
of the band in distributing literature.
Perhaps some paper that has been given
away has gone through an expérience
gimilar to that Signe o? the Times which
was pasted as wallpaper on a cabin wall
where, when the occupants of the hum-
ble home gat down to eat, the man read
the papers that had been pasted up and
became interested and wrote to get some
of our books, IIe evemtually aecepted
the truth. There 1g 1ife In God's word.
Perhaps there are members of your so-
ciety who know interesting stories abonut
boolts or papers that have been digtrib-
uted dyring the past year. God often
moves In strange ways to bring people
to a knowledge of the advent message,

2, Ef there are young people who have
been selling our hooks, haye them tefl
their expetiences,

Reading Courses

The most interesting book to me in the
1948 M. V. Reading Course.

Let the one chogen for this part tell
briefly but vividly some incldent in one
of the Benior Reading Course books.

'or BEXAMPLE, in “Rubber's Goodyear,”
beginning on page 5, is sKetched the first
contaet which Mr, Goodyear had with
rubber. Mr. Goodyear, who, with his
father, had failed in the hardwave busi-
ness, was intrigned by the sign which
read, “Roxbury India Rubber Company,
Inc, New York Branel,” and stepped into
the mtore to meet Mr. Lowenstern who
interested the bankrupt in a rubher iife
preserver which had a valve that did
not work very welt, With almost his
lagt money, Mr. CGoodyear bought the
life preserver and teok it to his home,
which had heen pretty well stripped of
furniture in ovder to buy the necessities
of life for his famlly. Ag he studied
the obptinate waive he defermined to
make a better one and sell it to the
rubher company. Later he went bach
to New York with a perfect valve, But
this time he found Mr., Lowenstern de-
jected and listless because all bis rubber
articles had melted down In the summer
heat. But you read the story.
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On pages 186-201 we flnd tihe story
of this great man‘s death. In splte of
slekness, Mr, Goodyear felt he must go
from Washinglon to New Ilaven to be
with his sick daughter, Cynthia, but
when he reached New York and learned
that his danghter had died, the shock
was too much for his feeble health. Mr.
Gtoodyear waa prostrated, Ie sent for
his broiherdin-law, Mr, De Forest, and
then the doctor sent for Mys. Goodyear.
The great inventor’s Chrlstian splrit Is
revenled in his lagt hourg when he made
a last request of his wife, ‘‘Fanny, 1
have a finni charge for you,’”™ he sald,
“Y have suffered much from Ilorace Duy,
but I want you to capry my word of for-
glveness 1o him.” His great heart had
no room in which to harbor Il feellngs,

Progressive Class Work and
Vocational Honors

The andmal which interested me most.

Lwr the one asslgned 1o this subject
tell abonrt the animal which to him wag
most interestln% in hlg study. Tor ex-
ample, perhapg il wag a sguairrel, and he
obgerved its eating habits or hé watched
i1 carry lts young away from the nest.
Terhaps Il was a pralrie dog. Iet him
rell some Interestlng observatlon abont
1t. Maybe it was an opossum. But
whatever animal it was, let the gpeaker
tell gome Interesting thing he hag ob-
served nbont the animal or some inter-
esting incideni in conneetioa with the
animal,

Bird Study. T.et someone be chosen
wha bag completed hig Vocatlonal Honor
in blrd study to tell of the habits of
gome bird of some Interestlng ineident
obgerved in connection wilh this bird.
Perhiepg he could tell about the feeding
table or the hird haih, or perhaps he has
seen it robiu driving off a blue jay; ov
mocking birds, a crow.

Have ali those stand who have com-
pleted the requirements for some Voea-
tional Honor. Perhaps others could be
encouraged to tell interesting things in
conneection with their study for o Voca-
tional Ilomor. Carve should be taken,
Lowever, that things done in connection
with thiz part of the program be appro-
priate for the Sahbbath day.

The Bible Year’s Most Inter-
esting Secripture '

TeLL or read the Lneident In the serip-
{ure that has been the most interesting
and Inspiring to you durlng your read-
ing of the Bible thus far in 1948. What
was there in the scripture that particu-
farly arrested your attenmtion?

ILLUSTRATION ! In my reading of the
‘Bihle again this yeur, the fivst 18 verses
of 2 Kings 2 had sgpeclal interést for
me, 1 wasg interested in—

1. The persistence of Wilsha who
would not be turned from his purpose to
stay <¢loge to Blifah, lest he miss the
sight of Elljah’s translation.

9, 'The mirneulous manile which Ig @
symhol of the power that accompanies
the Individual who surrenders hlmgelf
witheut veservation to God’s call.

8. The translation of BWlljah as he was
porne away to heaven in that glory
chinriot with its bright horses.

4, The power that came upon Mllsha
when the symbofic mantle fell vpon’ him.

5. The unbellet of the song of the
pronhets who insisted that search be
made uwpon the mountalns for Wlijah.
gomeday you and I, 1f we are falthful,
are to have the awesome experience ot
belng tranginted as dld Blijah,

Have all those stand who have heen
reading thelr Blbleg this year. There
may be otherg In the society who would
be willing to tell of gome other scripture
which was most. interesting to them,
Perhaps there are those who have com-
pleted the Blble Year requlrements and
at this time could be presented with
their Bible Year Certlfieates.
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Personal Workers

Report Dy the Prayer and Personel
Worksrs’ Band

Twr someone tell an experience in
which there hag been a defimite answer
to prayer.

Flow many people have been baplized,
whom the young peo%ﬂe of your gotiety
helped win to Chuist

Blessings of the Morning Watch

Phe Most Helpful Tewt* ithat s, the
one that hag meant the most to me thus
far in the 1943 Morning Watch Calen-
day. (Perhaps two or three young pen-
ple could be assigned this topie.)

1. Quote the text.

2. What is lts speclal message whlch
hag been s0 helpful to you?

3. To whal experience in your own
life has it pavticularly applied?

IrtugrraTioNn : The Morning Wateh
text for Iriday, October 29, was Ro-
mang 8:32. (Necad.) Some years ago,
ihe writer was visifing In the home of
Pastor and Mrs. R. L. Jones, at Gitwe
Mission, Ruanda Urundi, Beigian Bast
Afrlca, It was the time for evening wor-
ship, and a number of friends had come
tn. ‘Mhe seriptuve veading for this home
vesper service was from Romans 8 and
ineluded thig remarkable verse, We
were digeussing the message of the text
informally, and Mrs, Jones told about
the visit of H,' T. Eillott in iheir home
some yedrs hefore, whenr he had visited
Gitwe Mission. 8She said that he had
read that text. At that tlme there were
many problemas at the misslon, and the
workers were undergoing hardship and
were facing discouraging clreumstances.
She gald that the message of this text
to her at that time was God's eagerness
to give to Twer, along wlth His gift of
Chrigt, all things. In this iime of per-
plexity her faith reached out and appro-
priaied ibls promise, and in the montbs
which had passed since Ijlder I13lilott
vigited them God had riehly blesged them

rin response to their falth. Whatever we

may have given up for Him, He more
than makes up to us.

{Ask how many bave tried thus far
during 1943 to keep the Morning Watch
wiil Christ. Perhaps there are those
who would be glad to bear a testimony
of the blessing that has come to them
through the vear In the observance of
the Morning YWatch.)

v we
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The Blessedness of Giving
By Nona MACHLAN BUCKMAN
Order of Service

Sowg: ‘““I'he Tivst Noel,” No,
“Church Hymnal.”
RpaniNg : “Unio You a Saviour,” “The
Desire of Ages,” pages 43-49.
INVOCATION,
OrreR1Teny.
8proIar, Music: (Numbers taken from
the “Messialt” are especially fine.
TaLK: “The Blessedness ol Glving.”
Tarx: ‘“The Given Away Christmas.”
Sone: “0 Come, All Ye Faithful,” No,
105 in “Church Hymnal.”
BINRDICTION.
Notes

The story of ihe blrth of Christ ig told
most heautifully In the chapter taken
from “The Desive of Ages.” Select some-
one who I8 a good reader to give this
and have approprlate music played softly
durlng the reading, If done well it wil
be maost Impressive,

It would be well for the persons giv-
g the tatks lo study them carefully
and give them as talks instead of read-
ing them. As they prepare thelr talks,
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I£ they will read the portions on the
1ife of Chrigt from “The Desire of Ages,”

,they will have u complete picture of the

purpoge of gacrifice and true giving.
Emphagize the ldea that the true splrit
of piving T8 giving one's self

The Blessedness of Giving
“Wiro gives himgelf with hig alms feeds

iree
Hlmsaellf,”’his huangering neighhor, and
€.

Here Ys the key (o gemuine glving.
Jesus get the example by giving Hing-
self, It waos in His power to use dlvin-
ity 10 save IIimgelf from the awiul death
that He suffered, but He choge the most
diffionlt path, for us.

""hose who truly follow in His foot-
ateps are filled with the same love that
filled the Saviour’s heart. This love was
manifest in His followers even at Ilis
birth, The Magl who came to Worshlp
Him were learned men who studled the
lawg of nature and the stars, They
were deeply Impressed at sight of the
beautiZul sgtar which heralded Christ's
coming and they searched dlligently um-
til they discovered Itg meaning. hen '
they learned its true slgnificance they
immediately sct ont to find the babe.
And when they found Him they gave
thelr glfts—gold, frankincense, and
myrrh, ‘They *h#d been among the flrgt
to welcome the Redeemer. Their gifi
wasg the first that was laid at His fecl.
And through that gift, what privilege of
minigtry was thelrs! The offering frem
the heart that loves, God delights to
honor, glving it highest effelency in
gervice for ITlim, If we have glven our
hearts to Jegus, we also shall bring our
gifis to Him, ©Our gold and sllver,
our mdst preclous earthly possessions, onr
hlghest mental and spiritual endow-
mentg, will be freely devoied to Him who
loved us, and gave Hlmself for us.”

Through ihce years there have always
been those who were willing to glve pos-
seaslone—anything but themselves. But
the best gift we can give the SBavlour Is
our heart and our llfe

Tonight, gtop a moment and analyze
your own ideas of glving. Do you glve
to get? or do you glve beeanse of the
love ln your heart, never ihinking of re-
ward? Hven “the angels of glovy find
thelr joy In giving,—eglving love end
tiveless watcheare to soulg that are fallen
and unholy. IHeavenly beings woo the
hearts of men{ they bring to thls dark
world light from the courts above; by
genfle and patient ministry they move
upon the human gplrit, to bring the lost
Into a fellowship with Christ which s
even closer than they themsgelves can
know.”

Somehow the joy of glving Is conta-
gious; and 1f we give from hearts full
of tove, those to whom we give catch the
1n:?p.ltration and in turn glve in the same
splrit.

While we mugt not forget thoge about
ug, especially those In need, our upper-
most thought should be, *“What shall I
give Him who has glven so much for
me ¥

I once read of a %raup of church peo-
ple who decided that much of their giv-
ing had been merely to keep up with the
Joneses or t¢ return a favor given them
the year before and they decided that
this year thehr gifts would be for the
Twrd, The money that usually went for
knicklknacks and uselegs gifts was spent
in feeding the poov and bringing cheer
to the shut-ins and helpless. Then a
lovely service was arranged in the church
and the members went forward one b
one to deposit their gifts for Tim,
consecration service was held at the
cloge and many gave themselves to serve
Chrigt{ throughout the yesars to come,
Thls gift i3 the dearest to the heart of
the Mnster, If we wil give ourselves
fully te Him, His joy is complete.

And the personal satisfaction that
comeg from thls type of giving is price-
jegs, We are blegged ourgelves when we
strive to gerve others.
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The Given Away Christmas

ANGELA sank wearily into the chair
and stifled hack 1he tears, ®he reread
the note that Miss Morton had seni by
the two Uitle foreigners standing before
her. Tt 1old her briefly of Miss Morton's
aceldent and ler Inability to carry on
the Christmas program for {he group at
the mission, But the worst of 1t ail was
the 1ast sentence. “Is It asking too
much to requesi yon to siay over for
the tree and service Chrlstmas moxn-
Ing?’ Not to be home Christmas morn-
Ing! It was unthinkghle, She had never
been away before nnd she knew her fam-
ily would be terribly disappolnted.

She dismissed the cbildren and tw'ned
to the girlg. “Milss Morton has been
Lnrt and ecan’t arrange the Christmas

rogram. She wants me to talie over.

h, T don’t see low I ean do it.”

Joan spoke np guickly. “You eaun’t,
Angela, Think of your family., Any-
way, thoge. forelgners don’t appreciate
all the effort it would take. You just
firished saying nothing short of an
garthquake .could keep you from going
home at Chrisimas.”

“T know, but they are counting on it
g0 and some of the parents are coming
to hear about the Christ child for the
first time. Ii’s a wonderful opportunity.
Little Tkey says his mother is so lhappy
that the father hag deeided to come,
She thinks mayhe when he hears about
Jegug that he won’t drink and beat them
any more,”

“Weli, I'm golng to supper and ilen

with the %ang carcling, Better eome
along,” Gail sald as she rose to geo,
“No, I'll have to think it over.’ Any-

way, I douldn’t eat.”

When they had all gone Angela knelt
by her bed, &he could hear the carols
in the distance and see the stars shining
brightly in the heavens. She burled
her face and let the tearz flow freei
for a whiie. Then she prayed and askeg
God to heip her have the courage to do
what she felt she must. She arose and
Enew she wouid stay. She ran down-
stairs and called her mother long dis.
tance and explained the situation. Her
mother wouid be ahle io satlsfy ihe
youngsters, she knew, and she would get
lhome by Chrisimag evening,

When the girls came in they could
tell by Angela's shining face that she had
decided to stay and glve the Christmas
program for the poor at the mlasion.
They secretly adwmired her but didoe’t
see how ghe could do it,

Christmas morning came and Angela
was rushing from one place to another
to complete the arrangements of the
nrogram. The children crowded around
her as she put the last presert on the
tree and patted the tingel here and thecve
As she sent them aill to their seats and
started them singing “Sllent Night, Holy
Night,” n feeling of gladness swept over
her and she felt grateful for the op-
portunity te do this for her Master.

During the taik about the Christ child
she wag sure she had seen My. Domin-
ski wipe a fear from hig eye. She
prayed for him sllently as she eoncluded
the program.

Laler, when she was serted at last
at her own table, she agked her mather
how she had ever managed to porsuade
the ehildren to delay their Chrigtmas
until she could get therc.

“Oh. it wasn’t hard,” her mother sald,
“1 sunggested that we spend the morning
making and doing things for oiher peo-
ple so that's jnst what we did. Jerry
picked out nuts and Marjorie made three
kinds of candy.” N

“And daddy cut the biggest pumplkin
all up,” piped Sammy.

“Yes, and I made four pumpiin pies,”
ker mother continued.

“What did  you do with all - the
things ¥’ Angela asled.

“Two piles and eandy went to the
Barneges, and & ple and some candy to old
Grandma and Grandpa Jones, They all
appreelated it so much and the ehildren
got so0 muech fun out of dolng It that we
decided it was the best Christmas ever,”

Continued on page 7)
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The Golden Link

Bt Maryoris WEsST Minsn
Order of Service

YoNG: “The Larger Prayer,” No, 26 In
“M, V. Songs.”

Prayers by several Junlotrs, followed by
chorus, “Into My Heart,” No.

IpPoRTS.

OFVERLORT,

Song: “Reverence,” No. 81,

Bimim Stupy : “The Morning Wateh in
the Bihle”

TaLg: “Alone With God.”

Hront : “The Jewel in the Dark,” p. 16.
DiscussioN or PLANsS for Distribution
of 1944 Morning Wateh Calendars,
SoNG AND BewmplorioN: “My Prayer,”

No. 28
Notes

The golden link that connects and
binds together our chain of experiences
with the life of Christ is the Morum%

Wateh, What 1f this Is a wealk link
Hemember the adage, “A chain is no
stronger than its wealtest link.” How

about strengthening this golden link?
Have your members really proved the
value of the Marning Wateh?

Diseuss the Morning Walch in your
gociety meeting at ieast onee eaech ‘month
during the coming year. At this time,
present the topie for the mwoenth, and
diseugs the thoughts to be studied. Pray
cgpecially for the blessings suggested for
the month,

Give out Morning Wateh Calendars
in the soclety meeiing, Make this an
impressive cerecmony if yon have a small
soelely. Arrange for further distribo-

,tgon of the calendars—in hotels, Y. M,

Als, or other ipnstitutions. Remem-
1he Morning Watch may be the
golden iink which will bind straying
souls to Chrigl. For further sugges-
tlons read M. V., Leaflet 18, “The Moru-
ing Wateh,” Prayer Poem (by Heury
van Dyke) :

“Lord, the newness af thig day
Calls me to an uniried way;

Tt me gladly take the road

Give me sirength to bear my load;
Thou my guide and helper be—

I will travel through with Thee.’”

ber,

The Merning Watch in the
Bible

1. Wiaar time did the pgalmist set
apart for prayer? Ps. 5:1-3.

2 Did Jesus follow thls practice?
Mayl 1:35,

3. How earnestly dld the psalmist
pray? Ps. 88:1, 2, 13; 119 ;145-148,

4. Whal earnestness charvacterized the
Heh, §5:7; Mat-

5. Compare our need with Christ’s
need when on earth. Johm 15:5; 580,

6, When does the T.ord renew His
merey to us? TLam. 3:22, 3

7. What should our petition be? Ps,
00:14, A, B, V.

Savieur’s prayers?
thew 26. -

Alone With God

PrerHAPs one of the greatest needs
of the Christian today is to get alone
with God. There is no other phase of
the spiritual life that Batan so delights
to attack persistently and if possible
interrupt as our quiet time with God.
Do not meet other people, even those

of your own home, until you have firgt
met the great guest and honored com-
panion of your life, Jesus Christ.
Meet Him regularly, Meet Him with
His open Book of counsel before you;
and face the regular and irregular
duties of cach day with the influence
of His personality definitely con-
trolling your every act.

Tt iz said that Turner, the greaf
artist, was once visited by two friemds
who desired to see one of his pictures.
Before they were allowed to enter the
studio where the picture was on view,
he left them in a room with the cur-
tains elosed so as to exclude the light,
He apologized for the apparent dis-
courtesy by telling his visitors that
they had to have their cyes emptied of
the outside glare before they eould
really appreciate the beauty of his
picture, Tt is a good thing to turn
aside from the exeifement and turmoil
of modern life, and seek some quiet
place for communion with God,

Tt is Mr. MeConkey who tells the
following incident: “On the ghores of
Lake Hauron, one day, a little group of
us were standing on the dock waitin
for the arrival of the steamer. All
about us was a babel of voices.
Presently the young clerk said, ‘Come
into the fish house”’ (The dock was
at a fishing village, and there was a
little warehouse where the workers
packed their fish.) We went in with
him, and he shut the door and said,
‘Listen!” As we stood there we could
plainly hear the sound of the approach-
ing boat, the peealiar intermittent
beating of the paddles of a side-wheel
steamer, Then we walked out of the
door to the wharf, where the people
wero talking, and the sound of the
approaching steamer could mnot be
heard. Again with a friend we went
into the room, and again we heard it
¢ledrly and plainly. We were in the
place of atillness. There were no
voices about to distract, or disturb, ov
breal the silence, and there we could
distinetly hear the approaching
gteamer. We went out and sat down
upon the wharf, and in a few minutes
the smoke from the funnels arose above
the island., ‘What a lessonl’ we
thought. ‘When we get alome in the
chamber of communion with God, we
can hear the voice of God; God can
reveal His mind to us as He can
nowhere else”

¥ o

NoTHING is apparently more help-
less, yet really more invimeible, than
the soul that feelsy its nothingness,
and relies wholly on the merits of the
Savieur, God would send every angel
in heaven to the aid of such an one,
rather than allow him to be over-
come,— Messages,” p. 94. .
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Why We Trust the Bible

By Brernice C. BoND
Order of Service

Song: “(ive Me the Bible” No, 3% in
“M, V. Sopgs."
SENTENCE PRAYHRS,
SmcrETARY’'S BEPORT,
MISSTONARY DBRPORTS.
OFFERTORY, .
SCRIPTURE RRPADING: 2 Tim, 3:14-17.
SrToRY ; “God’s Promises.”
STorRY : A Bible Wins a Village,”
PorM : “The Book for Boys.” (Page 54
In “Cholce Poems,")
Cueck Up oN Bipin Ymanr CiTAaT.
MeMonrY GEM. (Sece Notes,)
Sowng: “Living Bibles” Wo. B2,
BENFDICTION.
' Notes
Airo to encourage daily Bible reading
and to instill into the hearts of the Jun-
jorg complete trust in the Bible, Dis-
onss the progress that has heen made as
indjcated on your Bible Year Chart,
check off all portions which each Junior
has read, and encourage ali to complete
the work they have started and look for-
ward to another trip through the Bible
during 1944, For further suggeslions
gsee M, V., Leaflets 18 and 15, “Bible
Study” and “On the King's Highway.'
Memory Gem: “The study of the Scrip-
tures is the means divinely ordalned to
bring men into closer comnection with
their Creator, and to give them a clearer
knowledge of His will, It i8 the medium
of commuplication between God and
wan.'-—“The Great Coniroversy,” p. 69

God’s Promises

MRs. SIMPSON was going away to be
gone for some months, She knew
fifteen-year-old Mary would be very
lonesome, Just before she left she
put inte her hand a little daily mem-
orandum bock, saying, “Mary, I first
thought I would give you a wrist
wateh to help you keep happy while T
was gone, then I decided to givs you
this hook of promises.”

What do you suppose Mary did
with the hook?{ She might have put
it away and kept it very earefully so
that it would not be lost, or she might
have forgotten all ahout it or paid mo
attention to it. Not she. The minute

she returned from seeing her mother .

off, she ran for her promise book. The

first thing she saw was, “Lock in-

your lower dresser drawer and you will
not be lonesome this evening,”

‘What a promise! Not be lonesome!
Why, it wasn’t possible. Tt did not
take her long to get to the drawer, and
there she found a box of chocolates and
one of the very latest Junior Reading
Course books—the book she had been
Ionping to read.

The next thing she knew father
came in from an offieial board meeting
and it was 'way after bedtime. TLomne-
some? Why, she had not thought of it,

The next morning her promise book
said, “If your work is all done by
ten o'clock, there is fun ahead.”

How she flew around! Before ten
her ‘room was in order, the living room
wasg dusted and in order, and her other
vacation duties were all taken care of,
She had searcely finished when “Honk,
honk,” came a eall; and there was Dr,
Uncle Charlie, who called, “Are you
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ready? Cannet wait a minute, for I
must be at Elsdon by noon, and it is
some spin.”?

This was just a beginning of that
wonderful promise book., Before long
it became so intcresting that Mary
began looking ahcad and could tell
days ahead what the promise for any
day was.

There was one that at first did net
interest her as much as the others. It
read, “When you aro discouraged or
lonesome, come baek here;” and the
promise leading to it was, “If yon
will sit in the ehair by my workiable
and follow directions you will find new
courage.”

The first time Mary came to that
promise something had gone wrong,
and, oh, how she wanted mother. She
gat down in the chair as dirceted,
and saw on the table a Little pile of
eards with this message on top, “Talke
just ome at a time, but keep it for
future use.” She teok up the top card
and it read, “Learn Isaiak 41:13, the
last clanse.”

Mary looked around, and there right
in front of her was a beautiful new
Bible wilh her name on the outside.
As sho lifted it, underneath lay a
picture of her mother that just seemed
to speak to her,

Her eyes filled with tears for a
moment, then she turned to her Bible
and read the words, “I the Lord thy
God will hold thy righi hand, saying
unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee.”
At fivst it seemed as if mother werc
speaking; then as Mary repeated the
words over and over she seemed to
grow strong, and she knew it was
God talking.

Many times during the suramer she
went to that chair, Every time there
was 4 new promise to learn, and each
time she went out ¢f the room feeling
strong and happy. Before she realized
it she found that the promises she
had learned came into her mind just
when she needed them and helped her,
oh, so much, Before mother returned,
Mary had eome to know that aithough
the promise book had given her =a
happy summer, the very best of all
was the new promise Book with which
she had become acquainted.

When mother returned, the pieture
and the Bible were transferred fo
Mary’s own room, but the best gift of
the summer was the collection of won-
derful promiges of God stowed away iu
her mind and heart, lers forever,
—=S8elected.

A Bible Wins a Village

A MISSIONARY was preaching in a vil-
lage in India where misgicnaries had
never heen hefore, He was talking about
the need of worshiping the true God and
telllng how Christ saves, when a man
interrupted him by saying, “You need
not go on with this oxplanation; none
of us worship idols; we helieve only in
the teue God and in Jesus Christ.”

The migsionary asked whether the
man spoke for any but himself, and
thoge around at once answered, “We all
believe on Jesus Christ,”

Then came the guestion how this haq
happencd.

Some yearg hefore, a New TeStament
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had been given to one man, who had had
no other teaching about Christianity;
throungh reading the (ospels he had led
the whole village to the light.

He declared himself ready to do any-
thing to show hlg faith, and asked ior
a New Teslament in another langrage
s0 that he might teach some to read for
themselves who could rend only that

tongue.
g
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Your Will Power

By D, A. OcHs
Order of Service

Song: "1 Will Follow Thee,” No. 44 In
“M. V. Songw.’

INVOCATION,

MissioNary REPORT,

SrcRBETARY’S RETORT,

OFFRRTORY.

Soma: “My Daily Prayer,” No, 22,

ScrRIPTURE RpapinGg: Deut. 11:26-28;
Prov. 4:20-27; 23:26,

Diarogum: “Huth and OQOrpah.”
Notes.)

Srory ! “A Decision.”

SoxG: “Yield Not to Tem;i» ation,” No. 46.

SymposioM: “Men of Will Power,”

DiscosslonN AND CoNspCRATION ! “How T
Can Ixercise Chrigtilke Will Power in
My Life.” (See Notes.)

CoNSHCRATION Sowa: “I Have
lged,” No. 37.

BRNEDICTION,

(See

Prom-

Notes

Durlng adolescence the will awakens
to a new realization of its own powers;
that is, the functioning of the will comes
nnder conscious direction. “Heaven help
s and the boy who does not Iearn to
choose for himself during his teens,”
saild W, H, Burger. Character is the
sum of ome’s choices, It is therefore
important that the Junjor shall have
¢ontinuous opportunity to choose, to
malie decisions for himeelf. He should
understand the place of the wiil in mak-
ing thege decisions and in carrying them
out. Thig program i Intended to bring
the Juniors not ouly face to face with
such esgentials asg the eduwcational and
devotionai features of the Missionary
Volunteer work, and face to face with &

* Christian experience, hut als¢ to help

them in making the proper decisions and
in exerciging the wiil power in carrying
out these decisions.

Dialogue: “Ruth and Orpah.”—The in-
teresting stary of Ruth and Orpalh (Ruth
1) may be arranged as a helpful dia
logue, with the use of will power in
making right or wrong decisions and the
Tesuli of such decisions emphasized.

Discussion and Congecration: “How I
Can Bwrercise Christiike Will Power in
My Life.”—After laying a good founda-
tion, give cpportunity to the Junior to
exercise Lhis will power by chooslng to
obgerve ihe cducational and devotional
features. Above all else he should be
givenr the opportunity to make that su-
preme decision—giving all and takin
all.  (“Steps to Christ,” %p. 69, T0. Al
references to “Steps to Clurist” 1a this
program  wili be glven in the Pocket
Rdition.)

A Decision

SANDY and Johmnie, two intimate
Junior pals, grew up under like envir-
onments, That is, they had the same
chureh, home, and school opportunities
—religious, eultural, and educational
advantages. There eame a time, how-
ever—that time whiech comes to all
Juniors—when they found themselves
standing at the fork of life’s way
whero a deeision was inevitable, where
Epel exercige of will power was essen-
fal



Vol. 30, No. 12

Here the boys paused one sapring
evening while on their way home
together from the little church school.
Here they were met by an older
acquaintance. Soon this acquaintanee
daringly brought from his overalls’
pocket a package of eigarettes. “Have
one, Sandy,” said he. “Have one,
Johnnie,*  The two boys stood for
a moment in silence, just looking at
each other, For an instant their inner
consciences ware rebelling against even
the thought of being approached by
such a suggestion,

“Ah,” continued the intruder, “don’t
be a sisgy! Be a manl Join mel”
The struggle intensified in the hearts
of the two boys, and the tempter
brought yet stronger pressure. Finally
Johnnie began to reason within him-
self saying, “Well, why not try just
one$” 8o, reluctantly, he reached
forth higz hand and took one—just one.
In a moment the rings of smoke
aseended and he unconseiously assumed
that pose so common fo those who try
to make themselves believe that sue-
cess lies in a cigarette.

Sandy stood with bowed head saying
to himself, “I will be pure and kind
and true. I will keep a level cye.”
Now the two joined in a last attempt
to get Bandy to yield. After a contin-
ual urging, Sandy, looking up into
Johnnie’s £ace and into the gyes of the
sequaintanee, said, “Boys, I will not
gmoke.” Then he again bowed his
head, and ropeated te himself the
pledge signed at the opening of that
sehool year: “I promise by the help of
the Lord to abstaim from the use
of tobaeeo in any form.” .

From time to time Sandy eontinued
to exereise his will power by making
right decisions, usually in keeping with
the things he had learned at home and
school, Presently he made another,
his greatest decision of all: he chose to
.gurrender his life to Christ. Ile was
baptized and beeame an earnest
church member,

Years passed by and Sandy made

- other decigions. ‘I will finish college,”
he szid. And this, foo, he realized.
Finally his deetsion led him to the
gospel ministry, where he proved him-
self a valiant worker for God.

But what about Johnnie?—a eiga-
rette addief, a slave to liguor, truly a
failure as far ag suecess in this life
ts concerned, and surely a failure in
the Chrigtian life. It truly pays fo
exgrcige the will power in making right

decisions. It pays to exercise the
will power in carrying out these
decigions.

Men of Will Power

Tsar0 NpwroN, affer spending long
years on an intrieate e¢alculation, ha
his papers destroyed by his dog, Dia-
mond, and them oheerfully began to re-
place them, Carlyie, after he had lent
the manuscript of ithe “French Revo-
[ution* to a friend, whose carelegs serv-
ant used it to kindle the fire, calmly re-
“Errote it. Only truly great men can de
that.

Daniel Webster was very bashful and
awkward as a bhoy. Speaking in public
was a task he hated. However, he saw

The Church Officers’ Gazette

bis weakness and sel out to conquer if,
Ile hecame one of our greatest orators.

Jackgon earned the name “Stonewall™
because of his tremendous will power.
When a boy, he determined that he wounld
master evely weakness he had—moral,
mental, and physical. To hardem him-
self to the weather he went without an
overcoat, On account of dyspepsia he
lived on stale bread amnd drank butter-
milk, He made it a rule to go to bed
at nine o'efock, and he went on the
siroke of the clocek, It is no wonder he
was called “Stonewall.” We must re-
member he was also a man of prayer. Is
will power alone enough?

“Why, sir,” said John (, Calhoun in
Yale University when a fellow student
laughed at him for his intense applica-
tion to study, “I am forced to make the
most of my time that I may be well
prepared when I am in Congress.”” At
ihig statement, his friend laughed the
more, hut John Calbhoun quickly ex-
claimed, “De you doupt it? I assure
you 1f T were not convineed of my abil-
ity to reach the naiional capital as a
representative, I would leave college this
very day.” i

A friend of Holman Hunt was looking
in wondering admiration at ITunt’'s great
pieture of Chrisi knocking, at the door,
when he guddenly exclaimed, “There is
one thing lacking in your picture.”
“What is it?’ inquired the arifst, “The
door swings on ifs hinges, hut it has no
nandie”” “Al, that Is not a mistake”
replied Mr, Hunt ; “the handle is inside;
it iz from within that the door musi
he opened to Chrigt standing without.”

A young Dnglishman inherited a vast
estate fust when hiz wild nature was
vielding 1o dissipation. The great leg-
acy served only to hasten hig progress
to rain, Witliln a few years the last
dollar of his money was gone, One day,
in his deep degpair, he rushed out of
the house resolved to do something des-
perate, Reaching an eminence that over-
logked the estates which were no longer
his, he siopped, entranced by the pano-
ramg spread out before him, He sat
down to reflect. Then and there, with
mightf diffleulties and apparent impos-
gibilitles before Nhim, he resolved to re-
eain the estates whieh his immorality
had wasted., A load of coal was dumped
at a fine residence near by; he sought
and obtained ihe job of carrying it into
the cellar, Other menial work was of-
fered, and he did it. Step by step, on-
ward and upward, he advanced, until he
became @ velfable, prosperous, and in-
fluential man,

e ¥

December 25
The Blessedness of Giving

Order of Service

OPENING EXRRCISES,

SUPERINTENDINT'S INTRODUCTION : *“The
Spirit of Christmag.”

SearpTunn READING | The story of Christ’s
birth, from one of the Gogpels,

TAi,K + “The Blessedness of Giving,” page

SToRY ¢ “*The Given Away Christmas,”

page B,
S8rory ; “The African Girl's Gift,”
CLOSING IXERCISES.

Notes

Thig, of course, is a Christmas pro-
gram. It might be well to prefuce the
program propér with a short talk on the
trué Christmas spirit. Bring out the
thought that although we do noet believe
that the baby Jesus was given to the
world on Christmas Eve, yet, at the
geason of the year when the whole world
is turning itg mind toward the greatest
of all gifte, it is aliogether fitting and
proper that we should study the true
meaning of this marvelous gift and strive
to learn iessons of ungelfishness and sac-
rifice from the Bethlehem story. The
entire program is built on the theme of
giving,

Bonas for taday: Nos. 90 to 94 in “M.
V. Songs.”

?

We hope you have planned some worth-
whiie project for yeur Juniors so that
they may experience the fact that it is
more blegsed to give than to receive,
even at Christmagtime,

The African Girl’s Gift

IT wag Christmas Day In a mission
station in Afrieca. All the Christians
from the couniry round about had come
together to hring gifis to Him whose
birthday if was—mnot to receive presenis,
but to give.

Thesé Chrigstians were too poor to be
able to give much. But oui of their
mea]ger possessions they gave what they
eould. - .

At lagt came a sixteen-year-old girl’s
turm, TFrom the folds of her tattered
old dress she drew a silver coin worth
eighty-five cents, To the missionary who
knew the great poverty of his people
the sum looked go large that he feared
the girl must have siolen it, Then, too,
ghe had acied ag If she did not want
anyone to see who gave the silver coin.

Afier the service the missionary very
quietly asked the girl to teli him how
ghe had got so much money. She did
ntot want to tell, but at last she told the
story.

In order to give her Lord the mosi
generou§ presemt she could, the girl had
gold herself to a planter to _be his slave
for the rest of her life, He had paid
her eighty-five eents, and she took every
penny of it to Christ on His birthday.
“But this, it is8 not so much for me to
do for Him, who Jid so much for me,”
she safd very modestly when the mis-
sionary commended her. '

I ecannot tell Fou the reat of the storw
of the black girl. I suspect that the
misgionary with hizs own money bought
her back out of slavery, and I suspect
she uged her freedom to tell others about
her Christ. I cannot tell You the black
girl’s name, though her story ls a true
story. But I suspect that a girl whe
so Joved her Christ wouid rather be
known as a Christian tham hy any other
name.—~Selected.

Morning Watch
(Continued from page 1)

The Morning Watch may wall be
used as @ holiday greeting. Envelopes
may be ordered through the con-
ference with the Morning Wateh
booklet so that it ean be sent out to
friends as a regular holiday greeting,
Let the M. V. Society lay plans to
place the Morning Wateh Calendar in
hote]l rooms as a companion to the
Gideon Bible. TUsually the manage-
ment of the hotel is glad to have the
calendar placed in the hotel rooms,

You may be interested to know how

. the eireulation of the Morning Wafch

printed in English hae grown in recent

years:
1988 < .venia.... 124,109
1989 ..., ...il... . 121,815
1940 Ll L. 137,204
1941 LLlLL0lLilIll .00
1942 .. o ... 164,905
1942 (5 months) .. ... 160,498
A W, P.

The Given Away Christmas
' (Continued from page §)

Sammy jumped uwp and down, trying
to atiract attention beeause everyone
was talking at once. “Let's vote to
have a delayed Christinas every year.”

Everyone agreed. When they had
clearad the table, they all made a dash
for the Chrigtmas tree to open the pres-
ents that had been waiting for them all
ay.
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Temperance as Outlined in the
Spirit of Prophecy

BY D. E. ROBINSON

QPENING SONG.

PRAYHR.

ROPORT OF SECRETARY.

OFFERTORY,.

SPECIAL MUSIC,

INTRODUCTORY RBMARKS 1Y LBADRER.

Torics : “Mrs, B, G. White as a Temper-
anee Worker.”

“Deﬂnitio,r,l and Importance of Temper-

i

ance.
“How Habits of Intemperance Are
Formed.” ,
«QOur Responsibility to the Tempted.”
«Saventh-day Adventists in the Fore-
front,” page 16
CrosING HONG.

Suggestions to the Leader

Owing to restrietions on the use of
paper, this month’s program has been
so prepared as to coneerve space. It
would be well for five persons to be
selected, each to be responsible for
the presentation of one topie. If the
soeiety is large enough, the referemces
eited may in turn be read and com-
mented on by others. The success of
the program is largely dependent upon
individual study and research, but this
ig mot entirely a detriment, as it will
tend to fix the subject better in mind.
In the Introductory Remarks the
leader may point out the importance
of becoming acquainted with every
phase of the precions instruetion that
has been given especially to guide the
members of the remnant chureh, both
in their own individwal relation to
God and in their colleetive work in
finishing God’s work on earth. And
in that work, as will be seen, the
¢ausc of temperance fills an Important
plaee.

Mrs. E. G. White as a Temper-
ance Worker

PrrEAPS the largest attendance at
any Seventh-day Adventist camp meet-
ing during Mrs., White’s life was that
of the one held at Groveland, Massa-
chusetts, in 1876, It was estimated
that there were 20,000 people in at-
tendance on Sunday afternoon. Mrs.
White spoke twice that day on the
subjeet of temperance, Some members
of the Haverhill Reform Club who
were present, invited her to cpeak on
the same subjeet the following evening
at the eity hall, promising an audience
of at least a thougand people. It is
reported that the hall, with a capaeity
of about eleven hundred persons, “was
filled to its utmost capacity with the
very elite of Haverhili’s soclety, pro-

fessional men of all elagses, officers
of the city, and the most intelligent
of the people.”—Review and Herald,
Sept. 7, 1876,

At Christiania (now Oslo), Norway,
in November, 1885, by request of the
president of o temperance society, she
spoke on the subjeet in the soldiers’
military gymnagium, the largest hall
in the eity, to an aundienee of about
1,600. “Awmong them wag a bishop of
the state church, with a number of the
clergy; a large proportion were of the
better class of soelety.—“Historical
Sketohes,” p. 207. Of her unique
presentation of the subject it is re-
corded:

“From the sccretary’s opening re-
markg it was evident that the people ex-
pected a regular campajign addregs, full
of statistles and storles about the cru-

sade; and when they saw that the sub-
ject was to be argued from a Blbie stand-

point, they were at first astonlshed,
then 1interesied, and finaily deepay
moved, There was no smiling, no noisy

applause. All gseemed to feel that the
subject presented was too solemn to ex-
cite merriment.”—7Id., p. 8,

These incidents illugtrate her in-
tense interest in the subject of tem-
perance, and the resuitant weleoming
of her presontation by ministers of
other ehurches and other temperance
workers.

Definition and Importance of
Temperance

Mrs. WRITE urged temperance “in
all things.” Read the eomprehensive
definition of ihe term as used by her
in “Patriarchs and Prophets,” page
5682, paragraph 1.

Axnother comprehensive definition of
temporance is found in “Bducation,”
page 102, paragraph 3.

“With our first parents, intemper-
ate desire resulted in the loss of Eden,
Temperance in all things has more to
do with our restoration to Eden than
men realize.—“Ministry of Healing,”
p. 129, par. 2.

Temperance iy esseniial to the greai
work of overcoming. Read “Testimo-
nies,” Volume IV, page 215, para-
graph 1,

Therofore a work of edmcation is
essential, even among “those who pro-
fess to believe the special truths for
this time,” Read “Counsels on Health,”
page 449, paragraph 1.
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Of the lesson we should lemrn from
the experience of Daniel in the court
of the king in Babylon, read “Testi-
monies,” Volume IV, page 570, para-
graphs 1, 2,

For a presentation of the vilues fo
be received in the practiee of temper-
ance, read “Testimonies,” Vol. IV,
page 35, paragraphs 3, 4, and “Edu-
eation,” page 206, paragraphs 3, 4.

How Habits of Intemperance

Are Formed

Ix 1875 at a time when temperance
societies were very active, Mrs, White
was ghown “that the giant power of
intemperanee will not be eontrolled by
any such efforts as have been made,”
Upon whom is the great responsibility
placed for the evils of intemperancef
(“Testimonies,” Vol IIT, p. 562, par.
2.) Where does infemperance begin?
¢Id., p. 563, pars. 2, 4)

Point out how many of the efforts
to put down intemperance are “not
dirveeted to the vight point.” (“Min-
istry of Healing,” p. 335, pars. 1-3.)

Coming “closer home,” what prac-
tical question does ingpiration ask re-
garding the “tables spread in Chris-
tian households”?  (““Testimonies,”
Vol, IIT, p. 569, par, 3.) .

For a physiclogical explanation of
the relation between the so-eallod
milder stimulants and the stronger
oneg, read “Tegtimonies,” Volume ITT,
page 487, paragraph 2,

Our Responsibility to the
Tempted

As a peoplo we ghould be individ-
ually deeply in earnest about the res-
euing of soulg for the kingdom of
Christ. Noto one way in which we
may be instromental “in reseuing hun-
dreds, yea, thousands from ruin.”
(“Testimonies,” Vol. VI, p. 110, par.
1; p. 111, pars. 1, 2.)

Note the inference in the foregoing
paragraphs that there has been a de-
eline in some ways, in the work of
temperance. Is this in harmony with
God’s program for His remnant
church? (Id., p. 112, par. 2.)

‘What clagses of people are said to
be in “deadly peril” and why? How
eould they be helped, and with what
resuit? (*“Testimonies,” Vol. VI, p.
256, par. 1.)

A ministry in the home is opened
before us, in helping the youth, who

(Continued on page 16)
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The Vine and Fruit-Bearing Branches

Suggestive Program for Sabbath
Service, December 4, 1943

OpENING  Bowa: “Christ for the
World,” No. 462 in “Church Hym-
nal,”

SCRIPTURE READING: John 15:1-8,

PRATER.

Reapivg: “Abiding in Christ”” by B.
(. Btrickland.

SowG: “Work for the Night Is Com-
ing,” No. 446 in *Church Hymnal”

MISSIONARY BEPORT TOR THE MONTH,

OFFERING TFoR LoCAL MISSIONARY
WoORK.

Crosivg Song: ‘T Love Thee” No.
343 in “Church Hymmnal”

BENEDICTION,

Note to Leaders

Napoleon’s drummer boy was asked
to “beat a retreat” hefore Marengo.
To the one who lhad brought the mes-
gage the little Iad said, “Sire, my mas-
ter never taught me how, but I can
. beat a charge that will wake the dead.
. Bhall T beat it now?’ When
he heard it Napoleon was sco thrilled
that he ordeved the drums to beat an
advance. As a result Marengo was
added to the long Hst of Napoleon's
victories,

During the eleven months of 1943
have we as leaders becn sounding the
call to advanece? We must in these
gtirring times beat only a forward
move in the war apainst sin. The
reading of foday ecmphasizes the
thought that not only should each one
bear fruit, but much fruit. The Home
Bible Study League, Bible studies,
missionary correspondence, invitations
to gospel services, the Bible corre-
spondence school, literature distribu-
tiom, the cireulating library, visiting

the sick and the aged, comforting thoss
who mourn, visiting those behing
prison walls' are some of the fruits
which azppear im the life of one whe
is connected with the Truo Vino. Like
tho little drummer boy of old, shall we
not arise and move forward as a
mighty army to do our part, realizing
that “the night cometh, when no man
can worl,”
Gen Conp. HoME Miss. Drer.

Abiding in Christ

BY R, G, STRICKLAND

He that abideth in Me, and I in

him, the same bringeth forth
much fruit: for without Me ye can do
nothing.” John 15:5.

Like the vine spoken of in the text,
Christ is our source of stremgth, He
is thoreughly rcoted in purity and
holiness, and from His divine being
vital powers flow forth freely unto
all whe are joined fo Him in a con-
stant, wnbroken relationship. It is
necessary that those who would be
like their Lord enter into a persomal,
infimate relationship which will com-
pletely join them to their Master, just
ag a branch, in order fe live, must ro.
main attached to the vine,

A full realization of the faet that
Jesus is our support, our sowrce of
life and stresgth, our daily depend-
enee, that in Him only is there vietory
over cvery hesetment, is the Chris.
tian’s hope for friumph against thoge
many sins that so easily beset.

Union with Christ means mueh more
than abownding life for the branch.
Such a relationship involves many
things:

1. The branch, in order to live, mus$

]I]: AM the vine, ye are the branches:

remain connected with the vine. Sev-
ered from the wine, the branch dies.
Just so the Christian must abide in
Christ if his experience iz to remain
vital and living. The moment he is
geparated from the Lord, that instant
he beging to die.

2. Union with Christ does not with-
draw a Christian from the world and
cut him off from common interests,
any more than umion of the branch
with the vine excludes it from contaet
with the sun that shines upon all vege-
tation, Showers may fall, drenching
rain deseend, winds blow, and light-
ning flash; but the branch is not ser-
ered from the vine. These clements
of nature represent the experiences of
life, but no storm of adversity, disap-
pointment, or diseouragement can de-
stroy the ugefulness of the branech that
ig joined to the True Vipe. Not any
circumstance of life ean deaden one’s
Christian experience so long as he re-
mains united with Christ,

3. Ag the vine sends life-giving fluid
into all its bramches, 80 also must the
Christian receive hiz very life from
Christ.

4. The branch that is conneeted
with the vine has no alternative as to
the kind of fruit it will bear. It will
bear the fruit of the vine., The SBav-
iour recognized this principle when
He said, “For every tree is kmown by
his own fruit. For of thorns men do
not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush
gather they grapes,¥ TLuke 6:44,

The Christian cannct profess to be
joined to Christ and at the same time
manifest in outward adormment amd
daily conduet the evidence that some-
thing has severed the branch from the
vine,

5. The braneh does net éhoose its
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own way of growth. These decigions
are determined by its comneection with
the vine from whiech it receives its
life-giving fluid. When that fAuid 1
withheld from the branch, it dies. No
Christian can hope to abide in Christ
and at the same time determine his
own way of living, Jesus is the Life-
giver., He imparts His life to all who
will yield their will to Him; thus the
Christian comes to know the truly rich
meaning of those words of Paul, “I
am crucified with Christ: nevertheless
I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in
me: and the life which T now live in
the flegsh T live by the faith of the Son
of God, who loved me, and gave Him-
gelf for me.” (al. 2:20.

6. The life-giving flow passes from
the vine into its branches not merely
in order that the branches may becoms
sturdy apd strong, but that they may
become fruit-bearing branches. Being
joined to the vine, the branch reeeives
its life from that unfailing source,
Jugt so the Christian whese life is
joined to the True Vine will receive
of the fountain of Christ’s life and
will become a sturdy, fruit-bearing
branch,

7. Tt is not enough that the branch
merely bear fruit. Our text speaks
of much fruit. Abiding in the Lord
causes one to become go strong spir-
itually that he will not enly bear fruii
in season, hut will bring forth much
fruit, yielding in abundance those de-
lights of Christian service that alone
satisfy Heaven,

8, Proof of discipleship lies in abun-
dant fruit bearing. Soeul winning is
a natural resulé of association with
Chrigt, the great Seeker and Saviour,
No one ean be Intimately connected
with our Lord who does not eatch the
spirit of His inspiration and tap the
source of Hisg goul-winning power. Tt
i3 by thig abundant fruit bearing that
poor, weak human ingtruments demon-
strate God’s power to strengthen and
enhoble surrendered, willing souls.

It is our privilege to be joined to
the Vine, to abide in Him, so that we
ghare His nature, His life, Hiz power,
becoming soul-winming branches that
bear much fruit.

oo

“BinNpyESS ennobles; ecruelty de-
grades. The greatest men and women,
and the best, are such as note a little
fallen bird, and, stooping, place it
back within its nest.”
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A Pastor’s Suggestion

J. H. McEACHERX, of Pomona, Cal-
tfornia, refers to a leaflet recently pre-
pared by the (General Conference Home
Missionary Department, as follows:

“The tract known ag ‘ITriend in Need
Serles No. 10, entitled ‘A Message of
Hope for Those Who Mourn,’ is very
timely, and T would like to obiain
more copies. I intend to make use of
it on funeral oceasions and also keep
a supply of them on hand in the church

December, 1943

for use in general migsionary work.”

The suggestion may be of interest
to other pastors. It would be well to
order a package of a hundred leaflets
through your Book and Bible House
and keep a supply on hand. These
ars days which call for messages of
hope and ‘cheer for those who mourn,
and ofttimes a “word in season,”
whether verbal or printed, will prove
of eternal value.

Gen. ConP. Homz Miss. DEPT.
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Bible Correspondence Course

ONE of the most encouraging meth-
ods, with far-reaching results, for
bringing the message to many who
might not otherwise be reached, is
through the Bible correspondence
eourse. There are approximately 150,
000 persons in North America now
studying the truth threugh this means,
Thonsandy of these are enrolled with
the Voice of Prophecy., Thousands
more are taking the studies through
the contaets developed from the mes-
sage given hy loeal evangelists in many
of the conferences. ’

Side by side with the radio work of
following up the interest the hroad-
eastg create, i3 the task of properly
taking ecare of the many other thou-
gsands of those who are definitely in-
terested through our lierature, Dis-
tributed either by mail or persomally,
our literature is continnally reaching
a class of people who want o go
deeper into Bible study. We are able
to take eare of some of these intor-
ests locally through Bible studjes or
cottage meetings; but there are many
more that can be canght in the gospel
net through the Bible correspondence
sehool condueted from many of our
conference offices. Most local econfer-
ences are now prepared to follow up
all persons who enroll in Bible ecor-
respondence conrses.

To help in seeking out these inter-
asted ones, the various missionary pe-
riodicals, such as the Signs of the
Times, the Watchman, and other Eng.
lish and foreign papers, are prinfing
in their regular issues s brief adver.
tisement ecalling attention to a free
Bible correspondencs course.

The

names thus received are sent to the

_local conferenees in which the inter-

ested ones reside.

We must take full advantage of this
wonderful opening and pray ear-
nestly that God will bless our efforts
through these various channels. We
can co-operate fully with the Volce of
Prophecy in every loeality or city
where the broadeast reaches. We ean
pass out the radio log and algo per-
sonally invite our neighbors to listen
in to these broadeasts, It would nat.
urally be expected also that this would
be done in behalf of any of our loeal
hroadeasts. ‘We must do everything
we can to gel our friends, relatives,
and neighbors to listen in, Soms of
this ean be done by corvespondence
with friends or relatives at a distance.

As examples of the words of appre-
ciation sent to the Voice of Prophecy
regarding their Bible correspondence
course, we quote as follows:

“Words cannot be found that will
fully express the value of these les
gons. T wish everyome in the world
had the chanee I have had to take
them. They have led me much closer
to Jesus. Will you kindly arrange for
a representative of your work to eall
on me,"”

“I will try to keep the Sabbath day
as God commands, because Christ gave
the commandments to us and told us
to keep them.”

“These legsons have taught me much
troth and have brought me closer to
Christ. T have learned the truth re-
garding the Sabbath. I would like o
be baptized into the true ehureh, the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. Please
pray for me”
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“Words can never express my caun-
did gpinion of the value of these les-
sons, I have now learned the true
facts of the Bible. This iz the truth
I have long hungered for.”

“We enjoy your program so much.
Would it be possible for you to dis-
cuss the Sabbath question? So many
people say there is mo day fo keep.
We would certainty appreciate it if
we could get your views on it.”

“The correspondence course hag
opened my eyes to so much Bible truth
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that T would not want to be without
it as long as I am able to study. 1
believe firmly that Jesus Is coming
goon and I want to see Him”

“I am sharing my literature with 5
friend who says that she has found
much eomfort from the hooks. I have
given her ‘Bible Readings’ and ‘Dan-
3ol and the Revelation’ besides the
Bibie leszons and some little bogks.
Thank you very much for all your
kindness,” ’

: " W. A. Burisk.
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Through a Remarkable
Answer to Prayer

During a recent visit among the
chiurches of the Inter-American Divi-
gion I learned of the very interesting
experience of a woman in Tierra

Blanca, Mexico, whe was led to aceept’

the truth of the third angel’s message.
This woman and her husband sang
appropriate and heart-touching mu-
sical selections in eomneetion with one
of the revival meetings whick we held.
The experienee as related by this sis-
tor is as follows:

“My husband, a railroad engincer,
hecame very ill, Binece there was noth-
ing more that the deetors could do, he
was given up to die. All the neigh-
bors were very kind and did every-
thing they could to help us. As we
were Roman Catholies we mnaturally
prayed to Saint Mary and the other
saints. When it becamo apparent that
my hushand was at the point of death,
I beeame degperately in earnest in my
intereessiong for him, Casting aside
the idea of help from any particular
saint, 1 prayed most earnestly that
God would heal him through the mer-
its of Jesug Christ, our Redeemer and
divine Savipur. God heard my prayer
and angwered in a most wonderful
way. None eould doubt that my hus-
band had been divinely healed.

“This was such a remarkable experi-
ence that the neighbors gathered
around me and asked which of the
sainty, I had prayed to. I replied that
I had been impressed to pray to Jesus
Christ, the ‘Saint of saints,’ for I be-
lteved that e alome eould heal my
hosband, and I felt in my soul the as-

surance that e would hear my prayer
to Him direet, withont the inter-
mediary of any of the saints of the
Catholic Chureh. The neighhors
seemed to be mueh impressed by this
testimony and the tangible evidence
that my prayers had heen heard and
angwered. Frotn that time on I stud-
ied my Bible as never before, pray-
ing most earnestly that Ged would
guide me into all truth and light.

“Y discovered that the doefrine of
praying to the saints was not founded
on the word of God, and therefore 1
disearded it. In fuz"ther study of the
Bible I discovered the truth of the
second coming of Chriyt, It was not
long until T came in contact with Sev-
enth-day Adventists, and they sup-
plied me with their literature and also
conducted Bible studies on topies that
I had not known or understood. Soon
the wonderful truths taeght by Sev-
onth-day Adventists beeame clear and
foreeful to me. I was convinced that
God was leading in this whole plan,
and I felt a great burden to bring
this precious truth to my meighbors.

“T continued to pray and study and
after a short time I accepted the mew
light and united with the churech.
Then I ealled my neighbors together
and presented to them the preeious
truths that had enlightened my own
heart and life and home, Sgmetimes
as many as twenty-five persons would
meet together for a Bible study. As
time wont on gne after another of
these neighbors acccpted the third an-
gel’s message and withdrew from the
Cathelic Church. We are now a happy
group, tejoicing in the light of pres-
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ent truth, and are determined, with
God’s help, to keep the light shining
that we may win many souls from
darkness. My husband has regained
his normal health, and though he has
not fully aceepted these preecious
truths as yet, he is convineed that he
oweg his life in a definite way to God’s
answer to prayer, and he plang in the
near future to keep all God’s com-
mandments.” W. A. BUTLER.

bThe Second Harvest of Souls

A rELLoW worker and I had held a
tent effort in the railway colony of
one of Imdia’s large eities. Assisted
by two Bible instruetors, we had
worked bard. Some had been inter-
ested, and the effort had been closed.
‘We had felt that all who were “honesi
in heart” had been gleaned at the end
of the effort.

ATl the workers who had heen asso-
eiated in the effort had been trans-
ferred to other places of Iabor in the
course of time, Our lay members of
the eity, however, had from time to
time left literature in the homes of
the people at the colony, After T
had been away some seven wmonths
from this ctty, I received a letter from
the minister who had faken my place
there. e said that 2 man had been
baptized from the very railway colony
in which we had held our effort. This
man ecame into the advent truth from
Roman Oatholicism, his testimony be-
ing that he had come to keep the Sab-
bath ag a result of the traets and pa-
pers that had been left at his door
Sabbath by Sabbath. These were the
papers thai had been faithfully de-
posited in the eolony by our earnest
lay people.

This is but one imstance of how,
through the faithful and persevering
distribution of lterature, our laity
suceeed where the paid worker often
fails, It should alse teach us the les-
son that no place, no matter how thor-
oughly worked, should be regarded as
fruitiess. Every field iy eapable of
yielding fruit till probation clogeg-—
A Mission Worker.
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Ghurch Missionary Officers’ Round Table

An Exchange of Experiences, Problems, Suggestions

All Church Missionary Leaders and Secretaries Are Invited to Contribute
to This Exchange

Christian Help Work Defined

Speaker—A  conference seorefary-
treasurer: 1 have received an inquiry
for eonsideration at the round table.
It is this: “What constitutes Christian
help work? Is it proper to repotd
sueh items as helping a friend to wash
dighes $

R. G. Sivickland, seoretary of the
General Conference Home Missiondry
Department, replies as follows: Mis-
sionary work is any kind of helpful
serviee rendered with a missionary mo-
tiwe, It does not inelude ordinary
duties performed in the usual routine
of daily living; neither does it em-
brace family obligations, such as par-
ents ecaring for children or grown
children supporting aged parents, Cer-
tain soctal obligations arve discharged
by non-Christians and Christians alike,
These usually are not conascted with
a missionary underiaking, though it
ig true that careful attention to such
matters builds for confidence antd
frisndship thai may open doors wide
for missionary servies.

If a person visits a friend and finds
illness in the home, unexzpected com-
pany, or some econdition whieh has
thrown an unusually heavy burden
upon the friend, and undertakes to
help carry the burden, this would be
dding missionary work. But if a per-
son ecalls for a social chat and finds
that conversation can bhe earried on
more pleasantly by joining in a short
dish-washing effort, this may be a case
of pevsonal pleasure seeking with no
nmissionary motive.

No one should have mauch real diffi-
eulty in determining what he does in
the gelf-sacrificing spirit of mission-
ary ssrvice. Note 4 on the back of
Homs Missionary Blank No. 1 defines
“Hours of Christian Help Work” as
follows: “This item should give the
number of hours spent in distributing
annpuneements for evangelistic meet-
ings, driving cars for Ingathering so-
lieitors, ete., and in other branches
of work, such as supplying the needy
with food and fuel, helping those who,
because of age, illness, or other unto-
ward cireurastances, need segistanes in

hounsework, gardening, faymwork, care
of children, important exrands, sitting
up with the sick, ete.” Perhaps we

ean determine what is proper to re-.

port #s missionary work by a stmple
rule like this: If I do it for Christ,
it is missionary work. If I do it only
for my own benefit or pleasure, it is
not missionary work,

Securing Supplies

Bpeaker-—A church missionary se¢-
retary: 1 am perplexed as to the order-
ing of supplies, Should I care for or-
ders placed by individuals and also for
the various departments of the church?

We will let Blder Butler, home mig-
stonary seerctary of the Chesapeake
Conference, come t0 the assistance of
this misswonary sceretary: In some
places there seems to be a misunder-
standing in the matter of ordering
supplies. This may be considered un-
der two divisions—supplies ordered
for individoaly and those ordered for
departments. ‘

The migsionary secretary is businegs
agent for the chureh. Ho ig in reality
tie Book and Bible Heuse representa-
tive in the chureh and has an aecount
with that organization as well as with
ehtirch members and church depart-
ments. The missionary sceretary ac-
cepts orders for merchandise from
church members and orders sueh from
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the Book and Bible House, keeping a
duplicate of the order, He will order
the material sent to the member direct
or to himself to be distributed by him
and collection made, He also acts for
the departments, for the plan provides
that the secretaries of the variouns de-
partments order through the mission-
ary seeretary all merchandise for which
a charge is made. The secretary has
a record of all transactions, and sup-
plies are ordered sent direet to him
or to the respeetive departmental sce-
retaries, as may bhe arranged, His
hooks should show monthly, quarterly,
and annually the total husiness done
with church members and with the de-
pariments, This iy an easy matter if
he keeps a duplicate of all his orders,
cheeks receipts of supplies, and files
his Dills ‘from the Book and Bible
House,

Another important feature of the
missionary secretary’s work is to an-
ticipate neods and remind the depart-
mental secretaries that it takes time
to order and receive supplies. Cam-

‘paign materials should be plannsd for

and ordered before they are needed.
Bfanding orders on Sabbath School
Quarterlles, Pleture Rolls, memory
verse cavds, ete, would avoid much
confusion and disappointmont. Other-
wise in some places weeks have slipped
away without the ewrrent quarter’s
supplies being on hand, the work of
the ehurech naturally suffering as a
consequence, The missionary secre-
tary ¢ a busy person and of neces-
sity should be systemabie—system-
at-it.
W

“Ir’s not where you are, but what
you are.”
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CHRISTIAN WEATHER VANES

Key Thought for Leaders: “The Lord
calls for soldiera who will nof fail nor
be discouraged: but who will accept the
work with all its disagreeable fedturss.
He would have us all take Christ for our
pattern’—“Christian Service,” p. 240.

Sgmeone has sald:

“It'g easy enough te be pleasant
When ilfe moves on like a seng,
But the man that’s worth while
Is the man who can smlle
When evsrythlng goes dead wrong,”

- The Christlan life 1g beset hy obgtacles
and difficultles which test our strength
and endurance. The Saviour said that
this wonld be true, for He told His fol.
lowers, “In the world ye shall have trib-
ulation,” and then added, “but be of
good cheer; I have gvercome the world.”
He hag passed over llfe’s rough way he-
fore us, but He never failed nor became
dlscouraged, 8o He expects His follow-
ers, Hls goldlers, to accept life’'e dis-
agreeable features, when they cross thelr
pﬂ.thgvay, without failure or digeonrage-
ment.

There are some Chrigtians who might
be called *“falr weaiher vanes’” They
make a great futter in favorable hreezes,
hut are useless In heavy stotms. It is
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gaid that Mr. Spurgeon, the evangelist,
went to the country to vislt a friend
who had bulit & new barn, and on the
barn was a cupoln upoea which they had
put a weather vane with this text of
Scripture on it: “God i love,”’ Epur-
geon #aild to the man, “What do you
mean by putting those words on_the
wenther vane? Do you mean that God’s
love is as changenble as the wind?”

“0Oh, no,” was the reply; "I mean to.

show that God i love whichever way the
wind blows.” It Is well for the worker
for God to place on the weather vane of
experience Ele recognition of God's love
as a signal which will serve ag a safe
guide to ali mea. Whichever way the
wind blows, let us never fail nor be
discouraged, knowing that our service
for God, whether in fair weather or foul,
iz not in vain in the Lord.

December 11

CALLED AS FRIENDS AND NOF
AS SERVANTES

Key Thought for Leaders: “I eall you
not servanis; . I have called you
friends.'—Jesus.

The words of Jegus recowded in Jolin
15:15, are filled with comfort and_ as-
gurance for every Chriglian. A modern
version of the text iz rendered thus:
“T do nol cali you slaves any ianger,
for a slave does not know what his mas-
ter iz deing, hut now 1 call you friends,
for 1 have made known o yon every-
thing that I have learned from My Fa-
ther.” (Goodspeed Translation.) How
vastly different is the relatlonship be-
tween a servant, a siave, or a friend,
[fow gladly do we scek to please and to
gerve our firlends, And Jesus, the Son
of God, hae taken us into the sacred e,
[ationship of friends; and it is Hls wish
that we bring to Him spiritual fruit as
a token of our love and the ocutgrowth
of His fellowship.

The story ig often told of the old
slave who was placed upon the auctlon

.bloek and soid to the highest bidder, He

had tong proved his worth as a falthfut
and clusty servant; but as such he had
no c¢holce as to hig future, he knew
notigltt of hig masgter's plans, But, as
the stery goes, he was finally iurned
over to hls new master, who spoke kindly
to him, Sad and dejected, despairing
and hopeless, he scarcely heard his mas-
ter’s greeting until he caught the words,
“T have paid the pricc and you ave
mine. But you are no longer a slave;
yon are free to go where you wigh and
live your life, not as my servant hut as
my frlend.” CGradually the sltuation
dawned on the poor slave’s mind, and
falling on his knees before his benefac-
tor, he exclaimed, “Oh, Master, I will
he your slave forever!” The greatest
joy of his Iife was to serve the one who
had set him free and tvented him as a
personal friend. Just ®o, serviece for
Christ in bebalf of others becomes the
greatest joy and pleagure to those who
bave been purchagsed and redeemed
through the precions blood of the Son
of God.
A littie boy was asked by his tencher
to give the meaning of the word “friend.”
The tittie feliow hesgitated a moment in
ﬂndin% a way to express hls thought,
and then replled, “Well, a friend I8 one
who knows all about you and likes you
jugt the game”” It was the highest
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thing in friendship his hrief life had
taught him, and he had found the secret
of true friendship. Jesus not only cally
us friends, but he i8 a “Friend that
gticketh cloger than a brother.” Weil
may we testify in the words of the fa-
miltar hymn-—

“T have a Triepd s0 precious, so vely
dear to me,

ITe loves me with such fender iove, He
loves go faithfully

I counld@ not live apart from Him, I love
to feel Him nigh,

And so we dwell together, my Y.ord
an

“He knows that I am longing some weary
goul 1o win,

And so He hids me I—gio and speak the
loving word for Him ;

He bids me {ell Hig wondrons love, and
why Ile came to die

And sod IWe waork together, my Lord
and L

December 18

STEADFAST VS. STUCKFAST

Koy Fhoughi for Leadeds: “We should
Aght the good fight of feith, eand be
found ‘steadfest, wunmovaeble, <always

ebounding in the work of the Lord. '—.

“Pestimondies,” Vol. V, p, 521

There are gome Christians who seem
to mistake the meaning of the word
“sleadfagt,” and acl as though it were
“gtucktast.’’ They have high regard for
Paul’'s injunction to the Corinthian
Christians, DBe *‘steadfast, unmovahle,”
but somehow manage to forgeil that the
very next phrase reads, “ghways abound-
ing i the work of the Lord.” The menn-
ing of the admoaitlon iz to be stead-
fastly abounding in the Lord’s work;
never siuckfasi and immovable,

We are nearing the cloge of the year,
It is well to examine our record of the
past twelve months and gee whether the
footprints of Christian serviece reveal a
steadinst course and spontanecus abound-
ing in all good works. Ov, Is the trail
of our feot{prinis lost at some turn of
the read where the pleagures of life or
tize burdens and responsibiiities suddeniy
obscured our vigion and our fect became
stuckfast, so that we haye been left he-
hind in the Christian race while others
haye bounded on? Just now God's Holy
Spirit will melt the i¢y formalism which
holds us, and set us on our steadfast
way, so that we may once rmore, ahound
and vejoice in the Master’s service.

There is one very imporiant matter
which should receive careful considera-
tlon at this time, for it has a bearing on
onr gteadfast course in the coming year,
and that is the renewal of our subserip-
tltona for our church paper, the Review
and Herald. Durlhg the entire month
of December the publishers announce the
special features of the Review for 1944
and make special offers on subscription
price. It is essential to progress In the
Chrigtian life that the Reuvdew reach ev-
ery Seventh-day Adventlst home and that
every issue be read by every memher of
the church, Never yet has the subsecrip-
tion iist reached the aim of the average
of one subscription for every famiiy.
We cannot he gatisfied wilk anything
lgss than this very reasonahle aim. ‘We
think nothing of huying the daily or
weekly newspaper and current news mag-
azines, DBy this means we keep In in-
telligent touch with the world events
which nre of great slgnificance to every
well-informed pergon. A just sense of
humitiation would be experienced by the
person who remalned ignorant of whnt
ts occurring day by day, just hecause he
remained “stuckfast” In his own lttle
sphere and dld not have sufficient in-
terest te buy or to borrow the daily
news. Just go, the church member who
falls to keep abreast of the onward
march of the message of truth, through
rending the church newspaper, the Re-
view ond Herald, will De embarvassed
through lack of current informatlion and
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will fail fo keep abounding in the work
of the Lord. £

Chieck through the list of families in
the church; see that everyone who is
financially able subscribes for the pAper.
Further than that, make a iist of the
mempers In the c¢hurch whe are not pro-
vided with the paper through subscrip-
tion or do mot have access to it through
a loan of friends, and raise a fund %o
supply the need. A ltve Dorcas Society
will be willing to add this to their proj-
ect ligt. The lending of the papers each
week ghould be encounraged. Rn effort
ghould alsoe be made to allow the mem-
bers to purchase the paper at five cents
a copy, if that is preferred or necessary.
Anyway, let alt steadfastly work toward
every Seventh-day Adyentist peing a
faithful reader of the Rewview end Her
e@ld during the coming year.

December 25

SYMPOSIUM: EXPERIENCE,
PRAISE, AND THANKSGIVING

Ley Thought for Leeders: “Our joy in
the Lord and our gficiency n  His
service would be greatly increased by re-
counting His goodness and His wonder-
ful werks in Dehalf of His children.”’—
“Christ’s Objeet Lessons,” pp. 299, 800,

We have reached the iast Sabhath in
the_ year, and this i8 the time for re-
lating Indivldual missionary experlences
to the glory of God and the encourage-
ment of fellow travelers in the upward
way. Surely e¢very instant of this brief
perio@ allotted to personal testimonies
wiil he used for the purpose intended.

We lhiave passed through a year of

recions hlegsings, and many are rejolc-
ng in the iight of truth because of the

loving sacrifice performed by the chil-

dren of God in distributlng literature,
caring for the sick, giving Bihte studies,
introdueing the Bible Correspondence
Course, invlting to gospel services, and
witnessing In a thougand ways by dally
life and conduct, Not n singie effort
put forth in love and falth hag heen un-
heeded. The seeds of truth which have
been gown will be watered by the Holy
Spirit, and we have the definite promise
that God’s word “shall not return . . ,
vold.” Let us be of goad comrage, and
bear a testimony of praise and {hanke-
giving.

It {3 said {hal in a testimony meeting
a Christian in the prime of [ife spoke
of his many trials and discouragements
and seemed utterly east down. Follow-
ing him an aged brother rose to hiz feet
and in elear, thrilling tones, cried:
“Breturen, I feel like going on, the Lord
being my help.” Hls words proved an
ingpiration to every heart and led to the
composition of the foilowing verges:

“I am a Christian pilgrim, and journey
to a land
robhed in rnyal %arments, the
Lord’s anointed stand;

In Jesus’ blood, these saved onesg have
washed their garments white,
And soon I hope to meet them in yon-

der land of light.

“J] feel like golng on, brother, I feel like

going on;
I'm on my way to Zion, and T feej Hke
going on.”
—“Ewcellent Songs’™ No. 68

(8., 0. Bacell).
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Know Your School Better

The Church's Part in the Educa-
tion of our Boys and
Girls Today

Can you glve another gain

Which yon do not {first obtain?
Learn, if you wouid teach!

%y example you must show
here you would have others go:
Yraetice what you preach !

—Warner Willis Fries.

Notes to Leaders

SINCE we are a pari of everyone we
meet, how careful we should be aiways
to exert the right Influence, Studﬁing
thls school year to 'Know Your School
Better,” we find certain definite factors
beariug on the education of our boys and
girls, We have aiready considered the
parents’ parkt: this month we study the
ehurch and its work. The article which
¥lder Biletz has prepared shouid be
thoughtfully presented, followed by a
practical discussion hased on the gues-
tions he haas iisted.

The mesgenger of the Lord has in-
gtrueted ug, “Let ali share the expense”
of the church school; just so shouid ali
ghare the aspirltual responslbility whieh
the church bears toward the “lambs of
the flock.,? May ewvery membeyr of the
church welecome thig opgortuuity to em-
phagize the churel’s need of ita ehildren,
A sense of gecurlty—of belenging—will
Ay mueh to steady our boys and girld In
the unstabie world of today. et ug
ever bear In mind that we must not oni
win, but hold, our chiidren for God aun
His work.

The Weelt of, Prayer has made its ap-
peal to the chiidren, apd many of them
at that time deeided for Christ, Much
counsel and guidance will need to Tol-
low ; and as older members of the church
iamity,' we here And our opportunity to
help.  May the Lord richly bless us all
as we endeavor to represent Him aright
to our children and youth.

Froruncl K. REBOK.

“] wNow my hand may never reap il
sowing,
And #et some pther may;
And I may never even see it growing—
8o short my little day,
Still must I sow, though I go forth
with weeping;
I cannof, dare not, #iay.
God grant a barvest, though I may be
sleeping "
Under the shadows gray.

What Can You Do?

THAT'S what the world 18 asking you,
Not who you are,

Nor what you are;

But this ons thing the world demands—
What can you do with brain or hands?

What can you do? What can you do?
That's what the world keeps asking you
With trumpet tone,

And that alonel

Before success can come to you,

The worid must know what you can do,

—Author Unknown.
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Department of Education

Featuring Home and Parent Education in the
Home and School Association and the Christian Home Council
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The Church and Its Youth

BY ARTHUR L. BIETZ
Pastor, Berkeley, Californie, Church

‘WHETHER or nhot the church will
hold its youth should be our very first
interest and consideration. There is
no endeaver into which the chureh can
enter that will net greater or more
lasting results, In our young peeple
we have at our very doors a missionary
field of the greatest magnitude; and
we may be sure that the chwrch that
is unable to save its own Yyouth by

_making Christianity attractive eanmnot

hope to save the world,

n the time of youth the soul is most
gsensitive to God. If we fail to hold
our boys and girls during their most
suseeptible years, how can we hope
to win them back later? It is far bet-
ter to be brought uwp in Christ than
to be snatcheg from the fires of sin
after youth has passed, We have
tended to put toe mueh emphasis on
the cataclysmic type of eonversion
from sin and not enough stress on the
beautiful and natural unfoelding of the
spiritual life through a process of edn-
eation in eo-operation with the work-
ing of the Holy Spirit.

In the program of education for its
boys and girls the church should have
a elear comprehension of their hasic
needs, and make a sympathetie and
persistent effort to meet these meeds.
Too often the approach te Christian-
ity is made apart from the ‘actunal
needs. It was characteristic of Jesus
that after He bad diagnosed an indi-
vidual’s malady, He proeeeded to sup-
ply the remedy. We shall do well to
fellow this pattern with cur youth,

There are gix basic needs of youth,
which spiritual guides and leaders will
de well to remember:

1. Thelr need to find themselves.

2. Their need to find God

3. Their need to find a ilfework,

4, Their need to find a life mate.

5. Their need to find Christian fellow-

hip.
F GI? Their need to find a clear Christlan
goiution to the basic problems of life.
Unless the chureh proceeds with a
speeific strategy to win and hold its
youth, it will fail. Planning for their
salvation should De just as detailed
as planning for the evangelization of
nonbelievers, Nothing should be left
to ehance, The plan of approach must
be well integrated and faithfully pur-
sued, The ehurch must have o goal,
toward which it should work con-
stantly. It muost show itself indis-
pensable to the life meeds of youth,
Until this is dome, the appalling loss
frem our ranks will centinue.
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The ehureh eannot and must not lay
the full responsibility for its youth
upon the church school. This has
often been dome, and the church has
lost contact., The ehurch school is not
devoted entirely to spiritual activities;
it also deals with secular mstruetion
and training.. The church is the only

-~institution in the world that devotes

its emtire time and energy to the de-
velopment of Christian charscter. Tt
must therefore fill a unigue place. The
establishing of a church school does
not release the echwreh from its God-
given guardianship of is children.

The leaders in the churelh’s work
for youth should study how to make
Jesug attraective, alive, and ‘real,”
They ghould consider what manner of
appreach iz most effective to the ath-
letie type, to the student and lover of
books, to the claan-eut lad with high
ideals, to the girl who has her head
filled with thoughts of boys and love
dreams, to the girl who loves a “good
time,” to the practical-minded boy,
some of whom may already have be-
come members of the ehurch by bap-
tism, Chureh membership of youth
doos not end the church’s responsibil-
ity; that responsibility must be con-
tinuous and progressive.

Mont of the boys and girls of the:
cltureh should make their decisions for
Christ in the grammar-school level
Decisions for lifework are largely made

-during the academy age, but prepara-

tien for the chosen lifework beeomes
specific and final in the college irain-
ing. Young people’s leaders shonid
follow a definite plan to aid the youth
in making thegse decisions. Denomina-
tional work as a life eareer should be
stresned; it should be made atiraetive
and appealing. Many of our boys and
girls teday are not planning to enter
dencminational work er to give their
lives to Christian serviee at home or
in the mission fields. This does net
speak well for the future of sur world-
wide mission pregram. .
There are certain natural eyeles in
the maturing of youth which are pe-
riods of deecision for Christ. Surveys
on the age levels of eenversion indi-
eate four definite age groupings: 9-1Q,
12-18, 15-16, and 18-19, Different ap
peals for deeisions should be made ac-
cording to the experiemee and under-
standing of these various age levels,
There -should be the social appeal,
which is go sirong in Christ’s teaching,
The appeal to the idealistic and the
hereie 1s most frujtful at the jumier
age. The emotienal appeal should be
made at the age when the heart is most
easily touched, The intellactual ap-
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proach must be made when doubts be-
gin to make themsgelves manifest. 1In
working with young people we should
make group and persohai-interview
appeals; decisions are made in re-
sponse to both types.

Leadership is of most vital impor-
tance in the educational work of the
church. The pastor or elder is the
natural leader in work for the salva-
tion of youth, but he must have the
eo-operation of the parents in the
home, The wise pastor or elder will
know and love the children in his con-
gregation, and they will know him as
their friend. He will keop in close
touch with their interests. To them,
he personifies the work of the church;
if he fails them, any work for them
ig greatly hampered. It is during the
early years of a child’s life that im-
pressions for or against the church are
made, and thes¢ early impressions
often remain a lifefime. '

There are five points that a paster
will need to comsider in planning the
work for the youth of his church:

1. Those in the churech who are
equipped {0 be suceessful leaders of
youth.

2, “T'he jimporiance of the parents’
work™ and their need of ‘‘a {raining for
its sacred responsibilities.”

3. The peeds of variouns age %roupﬁ.

4 The Iaws that govern life and
growth,

5, The correct methods of teaching,

Tt i¥ never best for tho pastor to
be eonfined to one class or division in
ihe Sabbath school. Like the leaven,
his influgnce should permeate every
part of the school, Ag a faithful pas-
tor, he should be present at least thirty
minutes before the school opens, giv-
ing encouragement and inspiration to
the leaders of the various divisions.
Hig eyes should be constantly open fo
note progress—or a lack of 1t—in ev-
ery part of the school. When a leader
ig failing, he should be helped; if he
cannot . be. helped where he is, he
should be removed to a position that
he ean fill and another put in his place.
The relationship between the pastor
and the leaders of youth must be cor-
dial and mutually helpful. He must
have ideas and plans to present for
eonsideration at the leaders’ meetings,
while holding his mind open to their
suggestions. A wise pastor will in-
stitute a program of guidance for all
youth leaders of the church, The Sah-
hath school or the Missionary Volun-
teer Sovciety that is without the ad-
vice and eounsel of the pastor is in a
most unfortunate situation. *The pas.
tor must show not only an aetive but
also an intelligent interest.

The choice of leaders for the vari-
ous educational and spiritual activ-
ities must be carefully made, The
best italent of ths church should be
reserved  for the children and the
youth. The leaders chosen should be
intelligent, sympathetic, companion-
ahle, and they must have a personal
religious experience ag a basie require-
ment. There are many who make ex-
cellent workers for adults, but who
are net paychologically or emotionally
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equipped to work for youth, Leaders
of youth need a sense of humor; they
ghould be likable, able to get along
with peopie; they should have a deep
devotion and love for the church—and
for the youth—and skill in teaching.

The question of proper ayennes for
the educational evangelism of the
chureh now ariges. The Sabbath school
affords a natural opportunity for am
effective program of instruction. The
Missionary Volunteer Society can he-
come s live influence in Christian
nurture. The church should plan con-
structively to enter into the work, wor-
ship, and play of its young people.
Participation of boys and girls in the
life of the church should hegin early.
All leaders of youth groups and ae-
tivities should be members of the gen-
ersl eommittee under whose guidance
every phase of church work is planned
and executed.

The ehureh that holds itself aloof
from youth’s problems iz doomed to
early failure. It should feel a whole-
hearted interest and comneern in every-
thing thai affects youth. Sympathy
and understanding sheuld be clearly
evident, The youth of Germany are
sald to have left the chureh because it
was out of sympathy with their hopes
and aspirations and did not offer a
challenging program for them. For
this reason Nazism has gained a stran-
gle hold on youth. The Seventh-day
Adventist Church must not get out of
touch with its youth!

In the eduecational program of the
chureh, youth must have an epportu-
nity for individual thinking. ‘The
youth’s programe should not revolve
around a cub-and-dried formula. This
does not quicken thinking; it stultifies
it. TUnless youth are allowed and en-
couraged to do their ewn thinking in
the church, they will do it ouiside
the chureh, The church leaders should
work for a program of insuletion in-
stead of isolgiton; no one can be in-
sulated against wrong thinking un-
less he has been taught to do right
thinking. Too mmch of the work for
youth has discouraged instead of en-
couraged thinking, = It is not enough
to let youth read prepared artieles at
their gatherings. Solutions to their
groblems must come through their own

hinking and personal comtact wilh
God. Too often these problems ars
approached in the light of the adult
writer’s youth of twenty or thirty years
age. Assign challenging, thought-
provoking topies te youth, and then
st them work out their own solutions.
These will usually prove more satis-
factory than answers offered by those
who do not fully understand problems
of today’s youth. This program of
challenging the thinking of youth has
been followed in our ehurch work over
a period of years, and the results have
been most gratifying. There is noth-
ing so dead as the presentation of an-
other’s thinking which has not become
one’s own. Let youth feel the warmth
and Iife of their own thouphts and
golutions. Wisely guided youth dis-
cussion groups should be cncouraged.
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Sabbath afternoons are an excellent
time for this type of serviee. ILet the
pastor lead in these diseussions, giv-
ing the youth a prominent role,

One of the best sources of eduea-
tion is missionary aetivity, We learn
by doing. Aection is a fundamental
law of life, Let youth get into well-
planned and directed activity, and they
will grow in knowledge and in grace.
With the right introduetion and lead-
ership, the program of progressive
classwork as ecarried on by the Mis-
slonary Volunteer SBoejeties affords an
excellent opportunity for recreation
and development in physical, social,
geientifie, and spiritual lines. 'This
will so captivate the mind and oceupy
the time and boundless emergies of
the ehildren and youth that there will
be no desire and mo time for harmful
0Y questionable activities or amuse-
ments, Beginning with the small chil-
dren in the home, this program is ex-
panded to meet their growing needs
and intercsts threugh later chiidhood,
youth, and maturity.

In the religious eduncation of the
church the reading of youth should be
strongly ecmphasized, The Iibrary
ghouid have hooks that touch vital
Fyouth’s problems. Get the best boeks
angd they will be read. Many youth’s
libraries are completely out of date;
they do not touch presemt-day issues.
Every Missionary Velunteer Society
should have a committee which func-
tigns to sapply a variety of new, chal-
lenging youth’s books,

Youth are ready to respond to an
intelligent, weli-planned, spiritual pro-
gram in the church, The approach
shouid be posgitive rather than nega-
tive. Let us mot be iike the mother
who said, “Go and gee what Tommy
is doing and tell him nof to do it.”

The church that has internal peace
and harmony will find it easy to work
for its young people. On the other
hand, it is said that every time divi-
sion arises within the church, a gen-
ergtion of its youth is logt. Let sin-
cerity and the love of Christ dominate
the leaders of the youwth., Tiet them
pray, work, and plan effectively; the
youth will respond and will vitalize
every phase of church life and work.

Topics for Discussion

1. What fype of adult person exer-
cised a helpful infleen¢e in your youth?

2. How are periods of questioning and
doubt 1o be handled?

.3, What type of books should be pro-
vided for youth?

4, How can we hest hel}) young men
and women to make vight iHfe choices?

5. How can evangelism be carried Into
the Sahbath school and {he Missionary
Volunteer Society?

6, How can we create a passion for
the souls of youth?

7 How can we devclop a right at-
mogphere for youth?

8. What are some of the failures of
the church in meeting youth’'s problems?
Tlo we judge our bheys and girls hy adult
standards ¥

9, What part should prayer take in
the work for youth? g

1¢. Doee the church hkave a duty to
train parenty For effective work for
youih?

11. What effect will parents’ criti-
cigm of the church have on the children?



16

The Jewel in the Dark

Junigr M. V, Topic, December £

“Dip you learn your Morning Watch
text thig morning, Carl?’ Mrs. Brock
Inquired of her son as he ¢ame hounding
in from his paper route,

“Yeg, Mother,” he answered as he pre-
pared for the evening meal, “It’s easy
thig time—a little short one. Tlon’t see
mueh use learning them, though; I for-
get them in a few days. But Mlss
Parker i8 a good teacher, and I’'ll do it
i¢ please her.”

“Each one ig a jewel, my hoy,” replied
his mother, “Tuck them away in your
memory, one by one; you will ind them
of value gomeday-—real treasures in time
of need,”

Supper over, Carl did several smal}
tasks, while his mother listened with in-
terest to hig account of the day’s pro-
gram. “I would like to go to the library
and read awhile, Mother,” he sald pres-
ently.,  “There’s a hook there ahout all
kinds of musieal instruments that I want
to see,”” 'The consent gained, he prom-
ised to he back before nine o'clock,

It wag comy and warm in the reading
rcom, and after looking over the heavy
book he had chosen, Carl curled up in a
corner to vead the hoys’ mechanical
magazine, The curfew pang for nine
o’cloclc; one by one the ofther readers
left the library ; lghts were turned out;
the great doors were locked securely,
The hoy was left unnoticed, sound asleep
in the dark building.

With a sudden star{ Carl awoke three
hours later. Where was he? Oh, yes!
In a panic he sprang up, stumhled oa
a bookrack and fell. Then all wag quiet,
ITe listened intently. The elock ticked.
The tree branches swished against the
bnilding outside. What could he do?
The door was locked: the windows were
all nhigh, with brambles and roclts be-
neath, Hils throat was smarting, Hig
eves stung. Smoke was choking him'!
Nis keen ear caught the sound of an
ominens crackling and snapping that
froze the blood in kis velns and terror-
fzed him, Should he run_at the price
of bruises and homps? Where? The
pullding was on flre, and he was aione
in it. If discovered, he would be held
for setting it on fire, and uncbody would
believe his story, One thought after an-
other raced through his mind. e sobhed
in disiress and groped ahout frantically,
Then as if a voice spoke to him came
the words of the texts he had so raith-
fully learned, *What time I am afraid,
I will trust in thee,” “Fear theu not;
for T am with fhee: be not dismayed;
for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee;
yea, I will help thee,” Calmed and
cheored as if by a friendly presenee, Carl
straightened himself ecourageously and
gaid aleud, 1 will frust” TUis brain
cleared; In his Inind he could see the
long room, the hookstaeks at the left,
the librarian’s desk_ai the right, the tele-
phone! “Why dldn’t I think of that
before P! he eagerly gasped.

The cratkling became more noticeable.
The smoke choked him, He expected
any moment to see flames hurst from the
tloget in the cormer from which the
gmoke was pouring out, and destroy the
treasures about him. At last he found
the desk. Where was the telephone?
It was not there! Ile sank intc a chair.
and ag he did s¢ his hand caught in a

cord, The telephkone! Yes. “I'll eall
Mr. Randolph. He'll know I am all
rlght” Mr. Randelph wag his employer.

The man was just preparing for bed,
and was Indeed sarprised to hear Carl
Brock’s volce at thai time of night.
*“I'm locked in the library, and there Is
a fire here; I can hear it,” said the boy
breathlessly, Before Carl eould grope
his way to the door the sirens agsured
him the firemen were coming. A Kkey
unlocked the door, “Over there in that
corner,” screamed Carl. A burst of
fAame saluted the men as the dgor was
opened, but the great streams of water
mastered them, leaving the blackened
walls and water-soiked furni{ure to ieil
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the tale. “A narrow escape,” sald the
chief, *“Good worlk, little ckap! How
did it happen ¥ he asked, laying a kindly
hand on Carl’s shouwlder, Carl trembled
with excitement and cold. e could
scarcely speak, the relief was so great,
He stammered out his gtory. Just then
Mr. Randolph made kis way through the
crowd, and cordially spoke his approval
of bis yonng employee, whose presence
of mind had saved the valuahle build-
ing and its contents as well as his own
life. All at onee Carl found himself the
hero, but he managed to slip away in the
darkness, and in a2 few minutes a pant-
ing, excited boy ran up the steps of home
to be met by an anxious mother. In s
few words he stammered out his story,
ending with, *T’l] never object to learn-
ing the Morning Watch texts afier this!
They were jewels all righi, and they
shone in my mind so that I knew just
what to do !

Mrs, Brock listened with glad sup-
prlse as Carl told of the Dew courage
given him just when be mopt needed IE.
“They werc mighty valuable just then,
Hon,” she replied. “Thkey're always valu-
able iu some way.”

Our Responsibility to the
,  Fempted
(Continued from page 8)

need the right kind of influences as a
substitute for the pleasures they may
find in the questionable resorts in the
world. Is the suggestion found in
“Ministry of Healing,” page 3564, par-
agraphs 4 and 5, practical? Does it
suggest a line of Christian endeavor
that has been neglectod?

Some years ago Seventh-day Ad
ventisty eonducted in some of the
larger cities a work, through homes
and institutions, in whieh special ef-
forts were put forth to help those
who had fallen through intemperance,
Is it pdssible that such a work eeuld
be revived, in the light of the instrue-
tion found in “Ministry of Healing,”
page 172, paragraph 2%

Can such a work be carried on sue-
cespfully by trusting to the power of
the will alone? (“Ministry of Heal-
ing;” p. 179, par, 3, to p, 180, par. 3.)

Seventh-day Adventists in the
Forefront

A “Gospel Workers” may not be as
easily found as other writings from
which ws have made selections, we
quote the following: )

“Of all who elaim to be aumbered
among the friends of iemperance, Sev-
enth-day Adventistg should stand in the
front ranks. For many years a flood of
light conceraing the principles of true
reform hag been shining on our pathwuy,
and we are acoamintahle vefore xod {o let
this iight shine ¢ others. Years ago
we regarded the spread of temperance
gtinciples as one of our most impertant

aties, It should be s¢ today.”—“@Fps-
pel Workers,” p, 384,

December, 1943

“Tt is a masterpiece of satanic skill
to place men where they can with dif-
fieulty be reached with the gospel.”
—“Counsels on Health,” p, 432,

Note the carnest appeal for a “re-
vival of the temperance work” among
us found in “Counsels on Henlth,”
page 432, paragraph 3,

‘What prediction made forty years
ago regarding the result of “this tev-
rible evil” is being fulfilled today?
What kind of army is called for?
What seripture shows the responsi.
bility of these whe are indifferent to
the plight of the tempted? (“Minis-
try of Healing,” p. 348, pars., 3, 4.)

What class among us is especially
capable of aceomplishing mueh in the
cause of temperance, if united in a
“firm, decided army”? (“Counsels on
Health,” p. 441, par. 1.)

Closing appeal found in “Tentimo-
nies,” Volume VII, page 258, para-
graph 3,

Lincoln as a Lad

AsramanM LincoLN, as a lad, was
known for his readimess to help his
neighbors. Omee, though dressed in
his best clothes, ho got down into the
mud and lent his great strength to
unload and lift up an overturned
eart, while others, unwilling to get
splashed, stood around advising. We
may not be able to follow Lineoln in
his great deeds, but in sueh a deed as
this any boy can imitate him.—8e-
lected.
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