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Messages to Modern Christians From the Seven Churches of Revelation

N no part of the Seriptures do we
find a clearer statement of what our
Lord requires of His diseiples today

than in the messages to the seven
churches which appear in the first three
chapters of Revelation. Nowhere do
Christians find 2 more correet standard
by which to examine their condition, or
rales by which to gmide their conduct.
Here are revealed to us those moral
diseases which are not only imperiling the
very life of the church in these days of
materialism and strife, but which are
working destruction zlmost without being
suspected. No part of the Bible deserves
more attention today than these Revela-
tion megsages. .

Bach epistle to the churches closes with
a promise of reward to those who are vie-
torious in the Christian confliet, “To him
that overcometh will I give to eat of the
tree of life, which is in the midst of the
paradise of Ged.”
shall not be burt of the second death.”
“Ty him that overeometh will I give fo
eat of the hidden manna, and will give
him a white stone, and in the stone a new
name written, which no man knoweth sav-
ing he that receiveth it.” “To him will I
give power over the nafions.” “The
game shall be clothed In white raiment;
and I will not blot out his name out of the
book of life, but I will confess his name
before My Father, and before His an-
gels.” “Him that overcometh will X
make a pillar in the temple of My God, ...
and I will write upon him the name of
My Geod, and the name of the city of My
God: . .. and I will write upon him My
new name.” “To him that overcometh

“He that overcometh’

BY ERNEST LLOYD

will I grant o sit with Me in My throne,
even ag I also overcame, and am set down
with My Father in His throne.”

Such are the exceeding great and pre-
cious promises which are made to those
who come off “more than econquerors
through Him that loved” them in the
fight of faith, and which, though distrib-
uted among the churches, will all be ful-
filled in each individual vietor.

Let us now take up the epistles to the
churches, separately, and wmark well the
outstanding lessons they contain for us in
this time of spiritual crisis.

Ephesus

“TUnto the angel of the chureh of
Ephesus write; These things saith He
that holdeth the seven stars in His right
hand, who walketh .in the midst of the
seven golden ecandlesticks; I know thy
works, and thy labor, and thy patience,
and how thou eangt not bear them which
are evil; and thou hast tried them which
say they are apostles, and are not, and
hast found them liars: and hast borne,
and hast patience, and for My mname's
sake hast labored, and hast not fainted.
Nevertheless 1 have somewhat against
thee, beeause thou hast left thy first love.
Remember therefore from whence thou
art, fallem, and repent, and do the first
works; or else I willi come unfo thee
quickly, and will remove thy candle-
stiek out of his piace, except thou repent.
But this thou hast, that thou hatest the
deeds of the Nicolaitanes, whieh I also
hate.” Rev, 2:1-8,

What a charch and what a character!
They labored for Christ; they were
called to suffer persecution, and instead

of apostatizing, endured their sufferings
with patience; they maintained a striet
and holy discipline, and removed from
among themselves the evil characters and
impostors! He commended them for
their good, but “nevertheless,” said He,
“I have somewhat against thee, because
thow hast lefi ihy first love. Remember
therefore from whenee thou art fallen,
and repent, and do the first works; or
else I will come unto thee quiekly, and
will remove thy candlestick out of his
place, except thou repent.”

The lesson taught us in the record of
this chureh is that no measure of atiain-
ment in churches or individual members
will satisfy owr Lord while any defeot in
other things is present. Here was a
church that excelled in so many duties
that we should have expected to hear

-nothing but the language of unmixzed

commendation, We are ready to say, If
guch a church was rebuked for deficieney,
what shall be said of us?

“At the first, the experience of the
church at Ephesus was marked with ehild-
like simplicity and fervor., The believers
gonght earnestly {o obey every word of
God, and their lives revealed an earnest,
sincere love for Christ, They rejoiced to
do the will of God because the Saviour
was in their hearts as an abiding pres-
ence. Filled with love for their Re-
deemer, their highest aim was to win
souls to Him., They did not think of
hoarding the precious freagure of the
grace of Ohrist. They felt the impor-
tance of their calling; and weighted with
the message, ‘Peace on earth, good will

(Continued on page 24)
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NOTES TO OFFICERS

Binding Off the Year’s Work

7 Il-‘\RUE leaders pride themselves on
their ability te finish in a proper
way the tagks which they have un-

dertaken,

Ag tho end of the year draws near,
tho goeicty exeeutive committee will en-
courage overy member of the soclety and
every band leader to finish and bind off
the year’s undertakings, It will see that
all seerctaries have their reeerds up to
date, that all reporis are properly made
out and sent on to the conference M. V.
secrebary, that all debts are paid, that the
M, V. library is in good shape, and that
a society reecord book, application for
membership cards, M. V. leaflets, M. V.
promotion charts, ete,, are en hand ready
for the incoming officers.

But the sovlety executive committee
will do mere than attond to the material
things as it prepares to close its work for
the year. Tt will plan a meeting of the
society, at which time eaeh promotional
geeretary and each band leader will pre-
sent in a concise, enthusiastic way a re-
port of the activities for which he haa
been respounsihle during the year. This
meeting will he planned in such a way
that it will he an inspiration to all pres-
ent. Bociety members will be asked o
be prepared to tell the text in the Mern-
ing Watch which was the most helpful to
them, Somecone will be asked to give a
brief review of the most interesting M. V.
Reading Course book or fo tell the most
interesting episode n the book. Amother
will tell the most interesting ineident
found during his pursuit of the Bihle
year. Some memhers of bands will tell
the most thrilling experience in service
which came {o them during the year.
Promotionsl secretaries will prepare sim-
ple graphs to illustrate trends in the lines
which they have promoted.

Has this year heen a better year for
the young people of your church than
former years? Why? How many young
people of your ehurch and of your com-
munity have been baptized during the
year? The influenee of this kind of meet-
ing in December—deeply spirituzl, in-
spiring, informative—sivill earry over into

next year,
80, bind this year's work off in a strong
WAY. AW

December 80

TaIs date iz open for your arrange-
ment of topie and program. You may
wigh to hear reports from the varions so-
ciety bands, to hind off devotional or
edneational features, ete, Plan early and
well for this date,

Do It!

Do it becaunse it {a right;
Not for the sake of the pay,

Or becauge you are agked and don't like to
- refuse,
Or hecanse it's the easiest way.

Do it that yon may grow strong;
Learn to use all of your power,

To do the unpleasant and find In {t joy,
To make the best use of each hour,

Do it without being asked ;
Because you see somebody’s need;
A hundred strong hands will take up the

task,
If you will take courage and lead.
—Author Unknown.

Crusaders” Corps in 1945

THE Misslenary Voluntesr Crusaders’
Corps has received a fair share of atten-
tion by mest Missionary Volunteer so-
cieties threnghout North Ameriea during
the year 1944, but without doubt there
are greater possibilities for this phase
of our youth’s endeavor, Many more
Misgionary Volunteers should he taking
an active part in persenal evangelism,
‘In other words more of our youth should
he engaged in giving Bible readings and
conducting cottape meetings among their
neighbers and friends, The fact that
during 1944 a number of older juniors
have had very suecessful experience in
soul winning through this type of work
gives evidence that it ig not too difficult a
work for our youth,

May we remind you of the fact that the
Missionary Velunteor Department hag
provided the tweniy-eight printed lessong
in the Crusaders’ Bible Course, and in
erder to facilitate in the presentation of
these subjects by our young people, the
Missionary Volunteer Crusaders’ films for
uge in the 8 V E tri-purpose projector
have also been prepared and are availahle
for any who may desire them. The
printed lessons should be ordered through
your Book and Bihkle House at 85 cents
per hundred of any one lessom, or 30
cents a single set. The filmg should be
ordered directly from the Mayse Studio,
Box 25, San Diege 18, California, $4
each.

Ag important and as simple as this
phase of our Missionary Volunteer work
15, we must hear in mind it will not earry
on by itgelf. Leaders of the Missionary
Volunteer Society must continually em-
phasize its importance and lay plans to
give direciion to it in eonneetion with the
society work. Some societies have found
it very helpful o have the Crusaders’
Corps meet regularly each week for
study and practice in presenting different
Bihle suhjeets. No doubt the work weuld
be strengthened in other societies through
such a plan,

Let ug endeavor to make the year 1945
the greatest ‘soul-winning year im our
Missionary Volunteer history.

C. LESTER Bownb.

Gifts

IT is nearly holiday time, and every-
where we hear, “What kind of gift should
I give to my friend this season?’ Yaes,
friends of soldiers are asking that ques-
tion, mothers and fathers, Junior and
Senior Migsionary Velunteers throughout
the world are vepeating that question
many times. And so we thought you
would appreciate a few guggestions in
regard to gifte at this holiday season.

If you are thinking of a small, inex-
Eensive, and yet very valuable gift for a
riend, T know of no better one than the
1945 de luxe Morning Watch booklet.
Yon will appreciate its attractiveness,
and its daily devotienal gems will be
cherished. A special envelope is given
to you free for malling, shonld you desire.

Now, if you are thinking of a more
expensive pift, how about the 1945 Mis-
sionary Volunteer Reading Course hooks?
These are wonderfully interesting and
inspiring, for youth and for boys and
girls too. These hooks—found in the
various courses—Senior, Junior, and Pri-
mary—will meet the need of a gift to
any friend, young or old. Then there
are other hooks—devotional, migsionary,
travel, ete,, and Bibles.

If your friend is definitely interested
in the Progressive Clasg work, you may
wigh to give him a beautiful new Vo-
catienal Floner secarf, which will he 2
lagting remembranee, or some of the
equipment needed to carry on various
voeations or other phases of Pregressive
work,

All these gifts that have been sug-
gested may be purchased from your
Bovok and Bible House or your conference
Missionary Volunteer seeretary.

I zlmost forgot to suggest that your
Missionary Volunteer Soelety itself should
have a holiday gift too, and I am
going to suggest one or two or even a
set of the Missionary Volunteer banners,
These banners make your society room at-
tractive and foreefully remind of the
Aim, Motto, and Pledge., They are made
of beantifnl green-and-gold felt, and may
be ordered from the United States Pogter
Company, 330 H Street, N. E., Waghing-
ton, D, ¢. They are priced as follows:
Aim, $5; Motto, $5; Senior Pledge, $9;
Junior Pledge, $7.50; Junior Law, $7.50.

This geason let uy give gifts that are
lasting, worth-while gifts that are more
than just a passing faney, Books live
on and en; mottoes do too.

C. H. LAUDA,

Christmas Caroling

CHRISTMAS time is earoling time., Car-
oling is 2 heart-warming, joyous experi-
ence for both singers and hearers.

Missionary Volunieers will find fun

(Continued on page 8)
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A Great Task
A Small People
A Little Time

BY T. J. MICHAEL

Order of Service

SonG: “We've a Btory to Tell to the Na-
tions,” No, 80 in M. V. Bongs.

PRAYER.

REPORTS OF MISSIONARY SERVICE.

SECRETARY’S REPORT.

(OFFERTORY.

MUSIC.

TALK @ *The Great Comntlsgion.”

TALK ! ““The Task.”

+ “"The Challenge of an TUnfinished

Tasgk,”

BENEDICTION,
Note to Leaders

The material for this program was pre-
pared eighteen months before publication,
The war now rages in ISurope, Asia, and
the Pacifie. Without doubi developments
of a major and even a catastrophical
nature will have taken place before Decem-
ber, 1944, It may be uecessary, therciore, for
society leaders to sdapt this material as ex-
jsting conditions will indicate. Fundamen-
tal principles will stand, and only mlnor
adjustments may be needed to male the pro-
gram material fit appropriately into eurvent
needs,

The Great Commission

Berore Jesus left the diseiples {o as-
cend o His Father, He gave to them the
great commission, ag it is found in Mark
16:15. “Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel lo every creature.”
This commission was to be binding on
every diseipte of Christ until the work
ghall have been finished.

The apostle John in vision saw in the
last days of earth’s history an angel fly-
ing “in the midst of heaven, having the
everlasting gospel to preach unto them
that dwell on the earth, and fe every
nation, and kindred, and {ongve, and peo-
ple”” Rev. 14:6, The preaching of the
gospel is here referred to as taking place
in the time of the end.

God might have chosen an angel to take
the “good news” of Christ and His saving
love fo all the world. Probably had He
uged an angel, the preaching of the gospel
would have been more expeditiously and
efficiently accomplished. But the refer-
ence to an angel in this verse in Revela-
tion 14 is no indication that there has
bheen any change in the terms and purpose
of the great commission. The reference
to the angel without a doubt is made to
indieate the swiftness and power with
which the message would be taken to
the whole earth, Angels, as we under-
stand their ministry, ave not preachers.
The everlasting gospel is to be preached
“to every nation, and kindred, and tongue,
and people.” The responsibility, there-
fore, is one ihaf rests upon men and
women right through until the work is
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completed, and we are not left in any
doubt as fo just whom this responsibility
rests upon. When Jesus ypoke the words
of the great commisgion, He was speaking
to diseiples, and He said “Go ye” A
“digeiple” ig ome who follows a great
teacher.

Every professing Sevenih-day Advent-
igt is undounbtedly a follower of the Mas-
ter Teacher. TUpon every Seventh-day
Adventist in partienlar and vpon every
Christian in general, therefore, devolves
the responsibility of going to “preach the
gospel to every creature” No one is ex-
cused. The parable of the talenits makes
clear to us thai everyone has been given
his tagk, his responsibility, together with
the ability to encompags the tagk, Our
great Commanding Officer says, “Go yo.”
e expects us to eomply with the march.-
ing orders, and we must be sure that in
the grand viciory parade which will take
place at the coming of the Lord, none
of ns will be found to have disobeyed, or
neglected, the orders of the Commander-
in-chief, Circomstaunces change. It will
become inereasingly difficult to accom-
plish the task. But the commission still
gtands, and it will stand till the work is
finished.

The Task

To all the world the cverlasting gospel
is to e preached—+io every nation, kin-
drved, tongue, and peeple. This ig a stu-
pendous task. The preaching of the gos-
pel has been in progress for a long while.
Many denominations and church organiza-
tions have been engaged in preaching the
gospel, and under the blessing of God,
many millions of people in most of the
lands of earth have been brought to a sav.
ing knowledge of Christ as a result,

But in Matthew 24:14 Jesug talks about
“this gospel of the kingdom”—mnot a nom-
inal gospel, not a gospel of social uplift,
ag 80 many professing Christians are sat-
isfied with these days, but a special gos-
pel, “this goapel of the kingdom,” a gos.
pel that deals in a special way with the
kingdom which Jesns is so soon to set
up. This is 2 special gospel message for
the last days of earth’s history, because
when it has been preached in all the
world ag a wifness to all nations, “then
shall the end come.”

We believe that to Seventh-day Ad-
ventists in partienlar has been entrusted
the privilege and responsibility of iaking
this gospel of the kingdom to all the
world, A comparatively small people, nu.
merically, we are among the very small
denominations. A small people, with the
largest task imaginable! And what is
more, this small people mmst accomplish
this stupendovs task in a limited time.
Referring to these very days in which we
live, Jesns, in Luke 21:32, makes thig
ehallenging statement: “This generation
shall not pass away, i1l all be fulfilled.”

How we should admire and respect the
pioneers of this movement. About sev-
enty years ago, when they caughi the
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vigion of the respomsibility that resied
upen this peoyle, there was only a hand-
ful of Delievers, not more than five thou-
gand churech members; and this whole
membership at that {ime was here in
North Amerieca. But our plomeers were
nol disobedient to the heavenly vision,
They understood that the great commis-
sion in a speeial manner had been placed
upon this people, and that small people
with amazing faith and courage get them-
gelves to the task of taking the gospel of
the kingdom {o the whole world in thig
generation. Their faith has been honored
by God., The Lord has done wondrovs
things through His humble, helieving peo-
ple. There are now over a bundred times
as many Seventh-day Adventisis as there
were when this people began to liff up its
eyes to behold the world field. There are
approximately thirty thousand demomina-
tioual workers of various kinds, and these
are laboring in over eight hundred lan-
guages in well over four hundred differ-
eni eountries and island fields.

Well might we sing, “To God be the
glory, grect things He haih done” In
many ways the extent of the work being
dene by Seventh-day Adventists _is an
amazement to other denominational lead-
ers and onlookers. A few months ago a
prominent official of a missionary organi-
zation hecame aware of the amount of
money voted for the support of our world
mission enterprise for thig year, and he
exclaimed, “How can you do it? How
can such a small people ag you are nnder-
take so mouch®? It was a privilege to ex-
plain {hat it is heeause we have & message
that must go fo alt the world in this gen-
eration,

The Challenge of an Unfinished
Task

AMazmvg though the accomplivhments
of Seventh-day Adventists have been in
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom
throughout the earth, the task is by mo
means eompleted. At the present iime
we are confronted with a vast, unfinished
task. There are large areas here in the
Tnited Siates of America and Canada
that have not been worked by the herald
of ithe advent message. There are two
hundred and fifty million Moslems {o
whom this denomination has scarcely be-
gun to preach “this gospel of the king-
dom.” Vast areas and multitudes of peo-
ple in India, in China, in Japan, and in
other sections of the earth have not yet
been rteached. Time i1s hastening on.
“This generation” is rapidly approaching
its elose. The unfinished fagk, great
thongh it is, must be accomplished, It
shall be accomplished, Jesns declared,
“Thiz gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a witness
unie all nations; amd then shall the end
come.” -Matt, 24:14.

Before the rapidly appreaching end of
thie old earib’s history, the work shall bhe
finished Dby this people. Jesps said se,
and it must be so,

In Isaiah 11:11 we find God speaking
through His gervant the prophet these as-
suring wordg: “It shall come to pass in
that doy, that the Lord shal! set His hand
again the second time to recover the rem-
nant of His people.” The Lord, the great
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God of the universe, is setting His hand
to do semething! When God sets His
hand to a task, can we, dare we, have any
doubt about the outecome? Surely, it
shall be accomplished, When will it he
done? “In that day.” That expression
in the Seriptures invariably refers to the
time of the end, the days in which we are
unmistakably living now. In thig genera-
tion, in this last generation, God has
promised that He will set His hand to
aceomplish through His children that
which may seem humanly impessible.

In the Beview and Herald of November
10, 1885, we were given, through the
Spirit of prophecy, the following encour-
aging message: ‘“‘God will soon do great
things for us. . . , More than one thoun-
sand will soon be converted in a day.” It
takes us about twelve days now to convert
a thousand. But God has promised to ae-
celerate our work so that twelve days’
work will be done in one. But, as though
God saw that even that aceeleration would
not suffice, He said through His servant
twenty years later: “The time is eoming
when there will be as many converted in
a day as there were on the day of Pente-
cogt,'—Id., June 29, 1805. Three thou-
sand a day being reached by the “gospel
of the kingdom” and woen imto the king-
dom of God!

That is what we can expect when God
gets His hand in a special way to the
work of gathering out from all the lands
of earth the remnant of Hig people. And
this means the mission lands, the Mos-
lem lands, India, China, and the is-
lands of the sea. Notice this: “In heathen
Afriea, in the Catholic Tands of Europe
and of Seuth America, in China, in India,
in the islands of the sea, and in all the
dark corners of the earth, God has in re-
serve a firmament of chesen ones that
will yet shine forth amidst the darkness.”
—Prophets and Kings, p. 189. A multi-
tude from these as yet unfinished areas
will come, and the number is so great that
God inspired Hig servant to describe them
a3 “a firmament of chosen ones” How
that should eneourage and inspire our
hearts!

But as has already heen suggested,
God will, right through to the end, unse
human instrumentalities for the aceom-
plishment of the task. The responsibility
rests upon us, and especially upon the
young people of thig movement. In this
dreadful conflict known as World War IT
the nations depend upon their youth to do
the fighting. Youth by the millions re-
spond and are to be found in the fore-
front of the hattles raging on land and
sea and in the air. It is not unnatural,
therefore, or unreasonable to expect that
in the greatest battle of all, the great
controversy between the forces of the
King of kings and the forces of the
enemy of God, the youth should be called
upon to carry the major load.

Soon, much sooner than many now ex-
peet, this denomination will be confronted
with the greatest challenge, yes, the great-
est crisis, in its history. God will open
wide the doors of fields and lands that are
now closed. The cry will come for mis-
sionaries to be gent in larger numbers
than we have ever sent thom hefore.

“From quarters where we least expect will-

come voicee nrging us forward in the
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work of giving to the world the last mes-
sage of merey.”—Testimonies, Vol. VII,
. I4. The need will be so great, the op-
portunities for serviee will be so numerouns
at home and abroad, that every young man
and woman among the advent people
should be prepared te respond to the
Macedonian eall. Oh, yes, there will be
diffieulties, seemingly insurmountable
oneg; but we are told, “Advance we must,
thongh the Red Sea bhe hefore wy, and
impagsable mountaing on either hand.”’—
Life 8ketches, p. 298.

A gmall people, a tremendous task, and
a very little time in which to aecomplish
the task. Following the Battle of Brit-
ain, when the Royal Air Foree, vastly in-
ferior in numbers, sueeessfully drove back
the great and powerful German air force
from over Britain, Wington Churchill
made that memorable statement, “Never
have s0 many owed so much to so few,”
The day is not far distant when a multi-
tude on the sea of glass in the New Jeru-
salem will similarly rejoiee in what has
been accomplished for them by the com-
paratively few who have faithfully
preached the gospel of the kingdom to all
the peoples of earth. But the task is so
great, and at best our numbers are so few,
that there rests mpon every man or woman
the golemn responsibility of earrying out
the great commigsion, *Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every
croature.” God has set His hand te finigh
the task. Wil you set your hand algo
to that same tagk, now? Will you?

¥ow
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Ellen G. White

BY ARTHUR L. WHITE

Order of Service
gowa,
SENTRNCE PRAYERS,
RepPoRrTS O MISSIONARY ENDRAVORS by serv-
ige bands and by jndividuals.
SHACRETARY'S REPORT.
QFFERTORY.
TALE : “God Calls His Messenger, Ellen &.
Harmon White.”
Tark : “The Voice That Molded the Denpmi-
nation,”
Srﬁrogmn: “Mrs, White ag Others EKnew
er.

Sona,
BRNBDICTION,

Notes to Leaders

In planning the program on the llfe of
rs. B. @ White, there 1g perhaps more
material aveilable than on the life of any
other of the Seventh-day Adventist ploneer
swvorkers. Many sources of information are
readily accessible, and where there is op-
portunity the program can be broadened,
either by the addition of one or two talks
suggested below, or by other taiks whlch
mig‘ t be developed.
he-tlmeg in which Mrs. White began her
ministry have been cmphaslsed in the pre-
ceding programs thig year. Her work began
just at the critieal hour of the perlod when
things were taking shape after the great
digappointment.

‘With this very brief review of the influ.
ence of Mra. White's life and work upon the
denomination, many of the young people will
turn with interest to the several blograph-
ical works available, and many will read
with partieular interest the little book His
Messenger.

ANDITIONAL INYBRESTING TOPICS

Two or three interesting stories might be
told, based on detailed accounts found in
well-known hooks. A few fopics are listed:
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“The Story of the Secret Sign,” in Divine
Predictlions Fulfilled {Giibert)% pp. 266.281
Spirit of Prophecy in the Advent Movement
(S‘;‘)icer), pp. 116, 117.

Saved From Pantheistle Teaching” in
gggdﬁg Hift of Prophecy (Daniellg), pp.

“’I‘hp Providential Move to Washington,
D, C." in Abiding Gift of Prophecy an-
iells), pp, 848-853 Spirit of Prophecy in the
Advent Movement (Spicer), pp. 96-108,

a ‘l‘lEstaEﬂ;shjlnbgi d;}:e ée};%strfalp an hl\gissi?]%ary
ollege,” in g of Prophec 8,1~
iells), pp. 308-321, v

"What Others Say About the Spirvit of
Prophecy,” in KSpirit of Prophecy in the
Advent Movement {Hpicer), np. 83748,

“Traveling the Narrow Way,” in Tesfi-
monies for the Chureh, Vol. 11, pp. 594-597;
His Messenger (Wheeler), pp. 117-122,

God Calls His Messenger,
Ellen G. Harmon White

MANY excellent Sources arve avallable for
the subject matter of this talk. Reference
is made to Life Skefches of Ellen & White
and His Messenger for the following out-

line :
1. Childhood of Elien Harmon, LS 1T7-19;
HM 11-14,

2, Conversion and Pregaration for the
End of the World. LS 20-25; HM 15-20,

3. Helping Others to Get Ready. LS8
41-42 ¢ HM 21-24.

4. The Disagpointment of October 22,
1844, L8 60-63; HM 21-29.

b. God Sends a Mesyage of Heope. L8
64-68 ; HM 31-35.

6. Telling Others. L& 60-72; HM. 37-41.
LS’(.Bgmrtiage to Elder James White,

Other gources: Idfe and Teaokings o
Bllen G. White, pp. 9-46 ; Christian Expe
ence end Teachings of Hilen & White, 88
13-80; Founders of the Messddge, pp, 1D
207; They Also Served, pp. 88-92; Ploneer
Ktories, %JD. 133-140, 187-203 ; Lessons in De-
nominationel History, pp. 104-106,

The Voice That Molded the
Denomination

Frw had the privilege accorded Mrs. B, G,
White of watching the work of the Seventh-
day Adventlsts grow from its humble begin-
nings following -the “great disaippointment”
to & well-developed denomination conduct-
ing its work around the world. Naet only dfd
ghe witness this phenomenal growth, but,
a8 God's chosen messenger for the remnant
church, it was her priviiegie t0 particlpate
actively for seventy years in the establish-
ment of its various branches.

She was present at the Sabbath confer-
ences of 1848 when the foundations of doe-
trine were laid. And that same year ghe
heralded the call for the publicatien of the
third angel’s message through the press,
She helped to fold and address the little
Present Truth sent out In 1849, and gave
enconragement that the publishing work
would grow till itg influenee would be felt
around the world. The vigsions led her to
call for organization in our work, and she
witnessed the forming of loesl churches and
State conferences It the late fifties, and the
General Conferenee in 1863,

We were called Into our great health
work through the revelations which were
given to Mra. White, and Seventh-day Ad-
ventists came to gain a bread conception
of the message influencing heart, mind, and
bod:ﬁri In preparing a people to meet the

[y

Schools were started in response 1o the
Spirlt of prophecy counsels. Beginning with
the college established at Battle Creek, in
1874, this work has grown till our educa-
tlonal work encircles the globe.

With the establlshment of schools the
way was opened for the training of workers
to follow in the footsteps of J, N. Andrews,
who pioneered gur forelgn misslonary work,
golng to Burepe in 1874,

Over and over agaln the concept of the
work before thig people was broadened, as
Eilen White told of the vislons iIn which
ghe witnegged the extent to whieh the mes-
sage mugt grow. Al through the years the
colinsels came, leading the peogie on past
serious pitfalls and intrigning but danger-
ouz side lines, There has ever heen kept
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before us {he one great objective of pre-
paring the people to meet Jesus,

The work of presenting the HSpiric of
prophecy messages was & large gne. Painsg-
takingly Mrs., White toiled day after day
in writing out that which was shown to
her, The counsel for Individuals was pre-
sented in personail letiers. Many views
deait with matiers of concern to churches
and_ conferences and the work as a whole,
Suech coungel was sent out in ietiers, dupii-
cated manugeript form, or put inte print
in our papers and nearly tvyoscore books,

And ‘it wags not alone with her pen that
she bore Heaven's messages to the church.
A great deal of the instructlon wag given
orally, There were private interviews with
individuals ; there were the counecil meetings
attended by many or few. There were the
discourses in our churches, at our camp
meetings, at the Gemeral Conferenee in ses-
gion, and many times at general gatherings
of non-Adventists. At such times Mrs,
White spoke in other ¢hurcles, in Lheaters,
and in opera houses. It wag not ubdeommon
for her to gpeak to two or three thousand
people.  Sometimes six or seven thousand
heard her, and the largest_ gathering she
ever addresged was fifteen thousand at the
Groveland, Massachusetts, ¢amp meeting.
Her volce earried well, and she spoke
elearly, dlstlnctlg, tforcefully, and convine-
ingly, gripping the hearts of ler hearers.

Mrs. White’s work took her not only te
various points in the TUnited States but
across the meas, first to Nurope, where she
labored for two and one-haif yeave, from
1885 to 1887, building up the canse in the
central, southern, and northern countriss.
Then in 1891 sghe was asked to vislt Aus-
tralia, and she spent neariy hine years in
pioneer work on the island contineni, While
she was there the work was organized: a
college and sanitarinm_and health food fae
tory were gtarted; and Awstralia became a
home base for missionary service in the
Bouth Pacifie,

The last fifteen years of Mrs, White's
life were spent at her quiet Elmghaven home
in northern California, not far from the Bt
Helena Sanitarium. During thig period ten
books were written, hundreds of articles
were furnished ¢o our papers, and Mrs.
White made a number of tripg to Loma
Linda, to Nashville, and to Washington,
D. C., helping to strengthen and bypild ahp
the work. Her life eame to _a cloge in mid-
summer of 1915, at the good age of eighty-
seven.

As she iaid down her pen for the iast
time, she leff not a woridly fortune but a
monument in the form of her writings.
These, through the years, have been pub-
lished In many ianguages. The helpful de-
votional work Steps to Christ ig read in
fifty-pine languages and bhas a distribution,
which runs elose to the five-milioun mark,
The Great Controversy, in  twenty-seven
languages, has entered more than a mililgn
homes. Around the world, whether in
China, the United States, or South Amerlea,
the detailed counsels of Gospel Workers
give safe guidance to the minister. The
doetor and the nurse in Burope, Asia, and
the Americas gearch the pages of Ministry
of Healing for a ¢rue portravai of the grest
prineiples of healthful living. The youth
of the denomination on seven continents
study the inspired counsels of Messages to
Young People. Seventh-day Adventists in
every waik of life in cvery land know well
that "in these days” God "speaks to them
by the testimonies of His Spirit"” (Tesii-
monies, Vol. ¥V, p. 6861), giving instruetion
and information which wili_help them in
meeting the great isstes of the pregent and
the future. 'There was never a time in the
history of Seventh-day Adventists when
these books were more sought after than at
the present, never a time wben so0 many
rolied from the presses, never a time when
the counsel was more needed than now.

Surely Eilen White’s contribution to the
church was a priceless, enduring gift with
its influence felt through every year of its
history, iIn every branch of its work, and
in the home of every member.

W

Ir we do but eone third of that which
we have entrusted talents to do, the other
two thirds are working against Christ,
—Testimondes, Vol. VI, p. 439.
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Myrs. White as Others Knew Her

It is in Mrs. White’s own home that
people became best acquaifted with her,
g0 let us in imagination eall on her at
the little cottage on Wood Street in Bat-
tle Creek. We come with sueh natural
questions in our minds as: “What was
Mrs. Whiie like? Did she have the same
problems we all do? Was she wealthy,
or was she poor? Did she ever smile?”

The year of our visit is 1853, There
are five in the family: three hoys, ages
five, nine, and twelve, We find Mrs.
‘White to be a young woman of thiriy-one
and her hushand six years older. Mrsa.
White appears to be a thoughtful mother,
a careful housewife, a genial hostess. She
is & woman of convietion, but gentle in
manner and voice, We goon learn that
she is of s cheerful, buoyant disposition
and can enjoy a hearty lawgh. Chris-
tianity to her iz a praetical, joyous ex-
perience,

We are given a ready weleome and we
learn that many visitors are entertained
at this home, The home life is quite nor-
mal, exeept, of course, Elder and Mrs.
‘White are freqnently absent as the needs
of the cause of God have ealled them inte
ihe gospel field.

Ag Mrs. White is called away by some
pressing duty we ask if we may look
inte the litile black leather-covered diary
we see in the stand. Here we find the
day-hy-day pictures of Mrs. White’s life.

The very firgt entry ig for Sabbath,
New Year’s day. The page is fall as
Mrs, White deseribes the meetings held
morning and afterncon and tells about
the haptism at the intermission. We leaf
through the pages, pausing now and then
to read the full entry. We find that she
divides her time between her home duties
as mother, neighhor, and friend, and her
public worle of speaking and writing.
SBome days she was not feeling well, others
are erowded with busy activity. There is
tha reeord of the three-wcek trip early
in January to visit the ehurches in north-
ern Miehigan, followed by the joyous
home-coming on January 26. Then there
are gewing and writing which must have
early attention, some visiting to be done
at homes where poverty haunts and siek-
ness affliets, On certain days we find her
at the Review office helping the girls in
the folding room.

At last spring comes with its warmer
weather, and Mrs. White is often in the
garden with ler boys, setting out shrubs
and plants. There are trips to town to
do the shopping, and Mrs. Wihte is some-
times accompanied by some of the sisters
who valued her judgment in the selection
of goods.

Sabbathg are pleasant days, with the
time divided between meetings, the quiet
hour of reading with her boys, and the
wallt beside the near-by river or through
the woods. Her eye always catches the
beautiful, She enjoys the serenity of the
loke, the power of the relentless ocean,
and the majesty of the mountain,

Although there are frequent periods of
disappointment, sorrow, and suffering,
Mrs, White endeavors to be eheerful, rec-
ognizing that a Christian represents hig
religion by his attitude.

Fifty years pass by before we make a
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second visit to the White home, We find
Mrs. White lving in California at the
edge of the beautiful Napa Valley, not
far from the 8t. Helena Sanitarium, Her
home iy a well-constructed, eight-room
house, located on a little knoll. On the
gouth and west is a beautiful valley with
orchard, vineyard, and garden. On the
north and east are mouuntains, and be-
tween the home and the mountains are
large pasiures and hayflelds and more
orchard.

The family has changed much during
the fifty years. Mrs. White is now eighty-
one years of age and Elder James White
has passed to his rest. She is surrounded
in her home by members of her home and
office family—earnest, Christian individ-
uals who agsist her in copying her letters,
in the preparation of her books, and in
keeping the home,

Oftentimes Mrg, White begins her work
at two or three o’cloek in the morning,
sometimes at midnight, Seldom does she
remain in bed resting after a revelation
is given {o her. She dresses, goes to her
writing room, builds a fire in the fire-
plaee, and, pulling her writing chair over
in front of the fire, works while others
sleep, penning the counsel and instraction
for the church whieh God has given her,

Two meals are served in the home:
hreakfast and a lats dinner early in the
afternoon. The family are engaged in
literary worl, and this meets their needs
well. If members of the family desire a
little lunch in the evening, they are at
perfeet liberty to go to the kitchen and
seleet what they wigh, Mrs. White pre-
sides at the tahle, which is amply spread
with wholesome, appetizing food. She
has never believed in a skimpy or meager
diet. Her table represents the principles
of healthful diet, as they have been pre-
sented to her in vigion. The table ig well
supplied with vegetables, fruits, grains,
nuts, milk, and eream—many of them
produets of her own farm,

Of gourse, Mrs, White’s time iz faken
up very largely with her writing, the
handling of her maijl, receiving callers,
and counseling with her offiee workers.
After dinmer, if it is a pleasant day, she
will go out for a drive in the carriage,
gaining a little relaxation and reereation,
‘We might find her, too, about the place,
out at the barn to see how the animals
are doing, down at the garden to notice
the progress of the-erops, or in the flower
garden, admiring the roses, the pansies.

We learn thai Mrs. White takes an
active interest in the meighbors., If there
is stekness and the need of help, she at
times sends her own housekeeper over to
give lreatments, If times are hard she
may share food and clothes with those in
need.

We are at perfeet ease in the White
home, whether at the fabls, in the parlor,
or out in the garden. Mus. ite is
neither prying mor sneopy. Though the
home iz eomfortable there is no indication
of extravagance. The home cxpense is
minimized that there may be more
means available to advance the work of
God. We observe thai although she is
often heavily pressed with work in writ-
ing and speaking, life abeut the home is
very mormal. Mrs, White’s experience as
God’s messenger doe¢ mot 1ift her above
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tlte common interests of life. Bhe is ever
ready to speak a word of courage, of
hope, and of cheer, ever watchful to drop
gome little seed which will bear fruif in
the heart of one who has not yet surren-
dered to God,

As we leave, wo say to ourselves, we
have learned teo know Mrs. White not
alone as God’s messenger but also ag a
sensible, carnest Seventli-duy Adventist,
mother, neighbor, and friend.

¥

JOINT TOPIC FGR SENIORS
AND JUNIORS

December 16

The New LEarth

BY MRS T. & BUNCH

Order of Service

QTENING AND DEVOTIONAL HIXBRCISES,
TALK : “I Gn to Prepare a Place for Yaw”
TALK : “Many Mansions.”

Tsrx : “I Wi Come Again,”

CLOSING EXENCISHS.

Notes fo Leaders and
Superintendents

Never In the history of man have human
betngs longed more for ceviainties nnd the
assurance of realities beyond this iife than
they do at the present time, 7The uncer-
tainties, dangers, and destruetion not only
in war areag but even in go-called neutral
countries, have infused aduits and even chil-
dren with a tense restlessness and Teeling
of insecurity. Thousands of young people
are forced to face and meel iragic deaths.
Parents, wives, brothers, sisters, and chil-
dreu are compeiled to face the sortow of
untimeiy and permanent separation as far
as thig 1ife ig concerned, and long for some
ray of iight promising definite reunnion in a
jand where there wiil be ‘“no more death,
neither gorrow, nor .ca'ging, neither shall
there Le any mogre pain,

When the digciples faced the reality of
geparation from their loved Maater, He com-
forted them with the assurance (1)} of His
mission to go and prepare a piace for them,
(2} the promise of a [uture home, for “in
My Father's hounge are many mansions,” and
(8) the positive pledge of His return to “re-
ceive you unto glyself; that where I am,
there ye may be aiso,”” Surely the time has
come when cur own faith shomid claim anew
this threefold promise, reaiizing with re-
newed Joy the imminent fulfiliment of our
hope,  With this a positive, ijving exper:
ence in out own lives, the aim of this pro-
gram will be realized, namely, to inspire
others to look up in faith and hope, know
ing that heaven ig a real place and very soon
we shall enjoy its happiness and peace,

For further helpful materinl, gee the fol-
towing : The Great Uontroversy, Chapter 42,
*The Controversy Ended”; Rarly Writings,
first chapter, “My First Vision," pp. 13-20;
RBible and Other Stories, by Dorothy White-
Christian, topics—"The Journey to Heaven,”
“God’s  Beautiful City,” and “Tbhe New
Earth,” pp. 221-225.

Rongs for Today: Cheose from Nos. 104-
112 in o, V. Sonys.

“I Go to Prepare a Place for
You”

THE scene is that upper reom in old
Jerusalem. Evening shadows have al-
ready faded into night—a night of dark
forebeding and fear to that little group
of young men, For some time they have
been fearful of the malignant hatred of
their countrymen. They had followed
their Master to Jerusalem with marked
relnetance, had oven fried to disswade
Him from soming. Now their fear bor-
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ders on paniec as He informs them of His
departure from them. They are homeless
and peaniless; even the shelter of this
upper reom e theirs just for the evening,
thanks to the hospitality of a friend.
Seeking to comfort them Jesus says, “Liet
not your heart be troubled: ye helieve in
God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s
house are many mansions: if it were not
50, I would have told you. I go to pre-
pare a place for you. And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will ecome again,
and receive you unto Myself; that where
T am, there ye may bhe also.”

The diseiples were fearful that they
weuld never see tlheir Master again, The
thought of being separated fromi Him
after three years of such intimate assoclia-
tior. was overwhelming. Christ sought to
reggsure them. Ile promiged that even
though He went away He weuld be work-
ing for them, preparing a permanent
home for them. He also gave them some-
thing to do while waiting, “While Ile
wags building mansions for them, they
were to build characters after the divine
similitude.—The Desire of Ages, p. 663.
“A charaeter formed according to the di-
vine likeness is the only treasure that we
can take from this worid to the next.”—
Chirist’s Object Lessons, p. 884. Bui in
this work He did not loave them alome,
He promised all the hielp neccssary from
heaven te aid them in the attainnent of
this goal, se they would be ready when
IIe eame back to earth again,

“T go to preparve a place for you.” TLet
us not fail to claim the promise as given
to each onc of us individuslly, “The re-
lations between God and cach soul are as
distinet and full as though there were not
another soul upon the earth to share Hig
watcheare, not another seul for whom He
gave His beloved Sen”—~8teps to Ohrist,
{pocket od.), p. 100. A place prepared
for me, planned for me, designed to sat-
isfy every longing desire for a perfest
home.  “Higher than the highest haman
theught can veaeh is God’s ideal for Tis
clildren.—Education, p. 18.

Many Mansions

“Likr yonr imagination pieture the home
of the saved, and remember that it will
be mere glorious than your brightest im-
agination can portray.”—=S8teps to Christ
{pocket ed.), p. &6. Unlike the cities of
eur world, swith buildings crowded fo-
gether, the streets are broad and lovely
with {rees and flowers, the main street
with the erystal clear river of Iife flowing
from the throne of God, and parks—hut
we ean go no further, for our mental ca-
pacities fail us, ¢“Neither have eatered
into the heart of man, the things which
God hath prepared for them that leve
Him.”

To help us viswalize that wonderful
place He gives us two distinet revelations.
Ha tells us of some things we will not sece
or experience in that fair land. “There
shzll be no more death, neither sorrew,
nor crying, neither shall there be any
more pain,” No funcrals, no cemeteries,
not even any sickness, The eyes of the
blind will be opened; the deaf will hear;
the dumb not only will learn to speak but
will be given voiges to sing; the erip-
ples will alf be whole; and the feeble and

December, 1944

aged will renew their strength. Then as
the marvelous relief of being freed from
suclh burdens and fears begins to arouse
our feeble imagination, He adds new
promises for us to ponder. There will be
no wars, ue bhloodshed or strife. “They
shall net hurt nor destroy m all My holy
mountain.” Isa. 11:9. And there will be
1o dangerous animals to fear, for He tells
ug that the lion and lamb, the wolf, the
leopard, the bear, the cows and calves will
all feed gently together, se gently that
little children will play among thcm and
lead them around'at will.

ITaving gained our whole attention by
talking about undesirable things which
we know about and are anxious to leave
behind, He now would lead to more won-
derful revelations of the things He has
planued and prepared:

“In the city of God ‘therc shall be no
night! None will need or desire reposc.
There will be ne wesriness in deing the
will of God and offering praise to His
name., We shall ever feel the freshness of
the morning, and shall ever be far from
its close. . . . The light of the sun wiil be
superseded by a radiamec whieh is not
painfully dazzling, yel whieh immeasur-
ably surpasses the brightness of our neoen-
tide, The glory of God and the Lamb
floeds the Hely City with unfading night.
The redeemed walk in the sunless glory
of perpetual day.”—The Great Coniro-
versy, p. 676.

Then He tells of the lovely walls and
gates and foundations, all garnished with
priceless gems, the strects paved with pure
gold—“and the eity was puze gold, like
unte clear glass.,” The city, of course, is
made up of the komes and the people that
live in them. Can your imagination grasp
a palace of such precious material? In
a vision Mrs, White saw the new earth,
and she said: “There T saw most glorious
houses, that had the appearance of silver,
supported by four pillars set with pearls
mest glorious to behold. These were fo
be inhabited by the saints. . ., I saw an-
ofther field full of all kinds of flowers.
... I saw a ficld of tall grass, most
glorious to behold; it was living greem,
and had a rveflcetion of silver and gold,
as it waved proudiy te the glory of King
Jesus."—Early Writtngs, p. 18. (Espe-
cially for the Juniors, present this para-
graph more fully, and perhaps other parts
of this chapter.)

Have you some talent, some secret am-
bition yeu long to develop? Perhaps you
love musie or the study of astronomy but
lack the facilities and opporlunity to
study now. “Therc the grandest enter-
prises may be carricd forward, the loftiest
agpirations reashed, the highest ambitions
realized; and still there will arise new
heights to surmount, ncw wonders to ad-
mire, new truths fo comprehend, fresh
objects to call forth the powers of mind
and goul and body.

“All the treasures of the universe will
be open to the study of God’s redeemed.
... With undimmed vision they goze
upen the glory of creation,—suns and
stars and systems, all in their appointed
order cireling the thrope of Deity., TUpon
all things, from the least to the greatest,
the Creator’s name ig written, and in ali
are the riches of His power displayed.”—
The Great Controversy, pp. 677, 678.
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Perhaps amid the ruash, noise, and con-
fusion of the present you long for quiet
and time to enjoy the lovely things of
life—exquisite, restful mugie, beanty spots
of mnature, “guiet resting places” away
from ecity life, a place where you may
plant and wateh things grow.

“There will be music there, and song,
gueh mugic and song as, save in the visions
of God, no mortal ear has heard or mind
conceived.’—HBducation, p. 307. “Therc
the wide-spreading plaing swell info hills
of beanty, and the mountains of God rear
their lofty summits. On those peaceful
plaing, beside these living streams, God’s
people, so long pilgrims and wanderers,
shall find a home.”—The Greot Contro-
versy, p. 676. The meek shall inherit the
earth. “They shall build houges, and in-
habit them; and they shall plant vine-
yards, and eat the fruit of them.” Only
the most wealthy on this earth can afford
the luxury of hoth city and ecountry
homes, but that is to be included in our
eternal inheritance, OQur home in the New
Jerusalem will be made ready for us, bul
later we shall personally have the privi-
lege of building cur homes in the country.
Build and inhabit-——not build, and another
inkabit. No more remfed homes, apart-
ments, ©or rooms—mno morc morigages
foreclogsed. We may build that perfeet
heme we have dreamed about, and we may
live there forever; we may landseape our
grounds and plant vineyards. Does that
sound real? Jesus iz preparing just such
a place for you and for me,

“I Will Come Again™

How relactant the disciples were to see
Jesus leave, “It ig expedient for you that
I go away.” ‘I will come again.” A posi-
tive promise, but they found it difficult
wholly to, believe Him. .

After Jesus lef the disciples they missed
His perzonal presence, and thelr converga-
tion and thoughts were constantly about
His promige to return, anilil, as Taul re-
cords it, “our convergation is in lLeaven;
from whence alse we look for the Saviour,
{he Lord Jegas Christ” Phil, 4:20, Thls
wag also the-experlence of those who were
preparing to meet Him in the 1844 move-
ment, and it wili be the experlence of those
He receives when EHe returns, “A fear of
making the future inheritance seem too ma-
terial has le¢@ many to spiritualize away
the very truths which lead us to look upon
it as our home, Christ agsured Hlg disei-
ples that He went to prepare mansions for
them in the I'ather’s honse. . . . Human
langaage 18 inadequate lo describe the re-
ward of the righteoms, It will be known
only to those who behold it. No finite mind
can comprehend the glory of the Paradise
of God''—The Gieat Contioversy, pp. 67,
635,
“If T go and prepare a place for you, T
will come again, and receive you unto My-
gelf ; that where I am, there ye may be
also,” Young friends, will you think about
it and pray and talk about it uniil you ex-
perience the reality of the promise?

“We must be there, We must bask in
the forgiving smiles of God, to wWhom we
have become reconciled, and 8in no more;
we must have access to that cxhaustless
fount of vitality, the frult of the tree of
life, and never die; we musi{ repose under
the shadow of its leaves, which are for the
serviee of the nations, and never again grow
weary ; we must drink from the Iife-glving
fountain, and thirst nevermore; we must
bathe in itg silvery spray, and be refreshed ;
we must walk on its golden sands, and feel
that we are no longer exiles; we must ex-
change the cross for the crowm, and feel
that the days of our humiliation are ended;
we musi lay down the staff and take up
the palm branch, and feel that the journey
ig done, we must put off the renl garments
of our warfare, for the white robes of tri-
umph, -and feel that the conflict is ended
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and the victory gained:; we must exchange
the toliworn, dusty girdle of our pilfrimage
for the glorious vegture of immortality, and
feel that gin and the curge can never more
pollute us, O day of rest and trinmph, and
every good, delay not thy dawnipg! Let
the angelgs at once be sent fto gather the
elect, Let the promuse be fulfilled which
hears in ita train these matchless glories,

“Iven s0, come, Lord Jegus.”-—Daniel and
the Revelation (I918), p. 776.
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The Meaning of Christmas

BY ALICE LA BONTE

Order of Service

OPENING EXERCISEH,

Srecriil. ClrISTMAS TIMB MUSIC.

TsLK : “ ‘No Room’ for Christ.”

Porm ¢ “Through the Ageg”

READING : “The Incomparable Christ.”

OrFrRRTORY BEADING: “The True #pirvit of
Christmas.”

OPFBRING.

CLO#ING HXERCISES,

“No Room?” for Christ

'Puzs is the month in which the world
celebrates the birth of Jesus in Bethle-
hem’s stable. Many scholars are agreed
that Jesus was not born in wintry
December, However, if the Christmas
season points people to that One who left
the eourts of glory, came into this world
of woe, and took upon Himgelf the form
of man to be our Saviour, then we shall be
happy.

Multitudes celebrate Chrigtmas but
seemingly overlook the real message of
the birth of Christ.

“The angel satd unto them, Fear not-
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people
For unto you is born this day in the ecity
of David a Baviour, which 1s Christ the
Lord.” Luke 2:10, 11. The real message
of the birth of Christ is that He was born
to be a Saviour., The one who does not
know Him as a personal Baviour does not
know of the “good tidings of great joy”
of which the angels sang.

A little bey, while walking down the
strect with his father, moticed that the
billhoards advertising Christmas shop-
ping spelled Christmas, X-m-a-s. After
a moment’s surprise he tugged on his
father’s hand and said:

“Daddy, why do they spell Christmas,
X-m-a-z¥”’

Puzzled, daddy granted, “T'm sure I
don’t know, son,”

“Baut why, Daddy? Why?’ eontinucd
ouyr lttle hero in real hoy style. Then
suddenly an idea struek him, and tugging
hard on his father’s hand once more, he
asked:

Iy it because they have erossed Christ
oul of Christmas, Daddy? Have they
eressed Christ ont$”

And, startled, daddy replied thought-
fuily, “Maybe so, son. Maybe s0.”

We all know that the reindecr sleighs
and Banta Clavs climbing down chimneys
are traditional. But we all admit that
there is a spirit of giving manifcsted at
the Christmas season; and what we need
to learn anew is the apirit of giving that
way manifested when heaven gave all,
True love and giving are linked together,
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“For God so loved . . . that He gave.”
John 3:16.

He gave His Son. Tt was an unspeak-
able love that thought it. Jesus iz the
unspeakable gift {o us,

For centuries the Jews had looked for
the coming Messiah. Before Adam and
Eve were driven from the Garden of Eden
a deliverer had been promised. (Gen.
3:15.) At different times and in varioust
ways the promises and prophecies of a.
coming Messiah were repeated by the
prophets and patriarehs of the Old Testa-
ment. “When the fallness of the time was
come, God sent forth His Son.” CGal, 4:4.

And yet they had so misinterpreted the
piophecies and the Holy Seriptures that
when He eame “there was no room” for
Him in the inn,

Think of it and marvel! He had been
the Creator. (John 1:1-8, 14.) Ile had
made the world; He came to His own
earth, and yet there was “nc room” for
IIhm! Wherever you read in the Gospels,
that same fact stares you in the face—
“pe room,”

Sinee they didn’t want Him and had
no room for Him, the great of carth, the
religious leaders, did not hear the ange¥s
song. But the lowly shepherds heard if.
“Gory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men. And it
came to pass, as the angels were gone
away from them into heaven, the shep-
herds said one to another, Let us now go
even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing
which is come to pass, which the Lord
hath made known unto us. And they
eame with haste, and found Mary, and
Joseph, and the babe lying in & manger.”
Luke 2:14-16.

At this Chrigtmas seagon is there room
in our hearts for Christ? Is the message
of peace ours? Do we manifest the truc
spirit of giving?

The wise men who had studied the
serolly of the prophets saw the star “and
when they were eome into the house, they
saw the young child with Mary His
mother, and fell down, and worghiped
Him: and when they had opened their
treasures, they presented unto Him pifts;
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh”
Matt. 2:11.

Was Christ born in vain? The message
of the heavenly melody was, “Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace”
But peace among nations does not exist.
History records ome war after another,
until today it seems that the eup of hatred
is filled and dripping with blood. Thank
God there are multitudes, however, who
know that peace that passeth all human
comprehension and snderstanding, (Phil,
4:7.) While the heavens about are re-
verlberating with shot and shell, the dron-
ing of airplayes and the rattling of ma-
chine guns, while many are dying, let us
remember the words of Jesus in John
14:27, which says, “Peace I leave with
you, My peaee I give unfe you: not as
the world giveth, give I anfto you. Let
1ot your heart he troubled, meither let it
be afraid.”

How very many are using Christmas
merely for eommercial parposes. Some
years ago Richard Harding Davis told
of sceing a saloonkeeper place a holly
wreath over the door of his saloon at
Chrigtmag time. Mr. Davis mentioned
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this as “one of those little things, ecom-
monly unnoticed, that had vast signifi-
caree in its uneongeioug iromy.” Think
of all the celebrating, the eating, the
drinking, and the carousing that will go
on at this seasom, Thisz man used a
Chrigtmas decoration for a place where
poison, misery, degradation, and physical
and eternal death were sold at a price!

Think of people using Christmas for
selfish purposes! Instead let us remem-
ber the reason for joyfulness. “Unto you
is bern this day . .. a Saviour.” Many
do not like to think of Christ as a Sav-
iour, Many will celebrate Christmas, but
in their thonghts will be nothing of the
lowly Man of Galilee who was born in a
manger and died on the cross.

In the midst of all the Christmas cele-
brations don’t miss the real message and
meaning of Christ’s birth, He came to be
your Saviour from sin, Do you kmow
Him as such? If you do, if there is room
for Him in your heart, then you will have
a merry Chrigtmas in the full sense of the
word.—dbbrevieted from R. H. Nightin-
gale.

Through the Ages

PrACE on the earth:
Joyfuliy sang the angels long ago;
They conid not know
That when two thousand years had rolled
their way
"The goiden age of peace would stili delay.
Peace on the earth?
Ah, no—not yet:
The nations of the worid are gore beget
‘With fearg and dark unrest; we {do not gee
Bigns of the dawn, the peace that was to be.

Good wili to men,
And yet it comes—that day expected iong
"When earth at length shail learn the Beth.
lehem song ;
When sounds of war in every jand shall
cease
And men ghall own as Lord the Prince of

eace.
O biesged time!
And so the angel hymns gtili sweetly chime,
And stiil on hearts boastful of many iocks,
The Chrlst Child knocks,

—Margaret Hope.

The Incomparable Christ

Morm than nineteen hundred years ago
there was a Man born contrary to the iawg
of jife. "This Man lived in poverty and
wag reared in obacurity, He did not travel
extensively, Only once did He crosg ihe
boundary of the country in which He iived ;
that was during IIig exile in childhood.

He pogsessed neither weaith nor influ-
ence, [His relatives. were Inconspicuous,
uninfluential, and had neither tralning nor
education.

In infancy He siartled a klng; in chiid-
hood Ile %)uzzled the doctors; in manhood
He ruled the course of nature, walked upon
tite hillows as if they were pavements, and
hieshed the sea to sleeg.

He healed the multitudes without medi-
ciue and without money.

He never wrote a book; yet all the il-
braries of the country couid not hold the
hooks that have been written sbout Him.

He never wrote a song; yet He furnighed
the theme for more songs than all the song
writers combined.

He never founded a college, but all the
schools pat togetber canwnot beast of hav-
ing a&s many students.

He never practiced medicine; yet He has
healed more Dbroken hearts than all the
doctors far and near.

He never marshaled an army, or_drafted
a soidier, or fired a gun: yet no leader ever
had more volunteers who bhave, under hig
orders, made more rebels stack arms and
surrender without a shot being fired.

Every seventh day the wheels of cem-
merce cease their turning and multitudes
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wend their way to worshiping assemhles

to pay homage and respect to Him,

The names of the past proud statesmea
of Greece and Rome have come and gone;
but the name of this Man abounds more
and more, Though time has spread nine-
teen hundred years between the peopie of
this generation and the scene of His eruci-
fixion, yet He still iives. Herod could unot
kill Him, Batan conid not seduce Him, death
contid not destroy Him, and the grave could
uot hoid Him.

We standg forth upon the highest pin-
ngacle of heaveniy glory, prociaimed of God,
acknowiedged hy angeis, adored hy salnts
and feared by devils, as the lving, personal
Christ, our Lord and Saviour.—~Selected.

The True Spirit of Christmas

[This is to be given just before the offer-
ing is taken, wiich shouid be used to iielp
some worthy endeavor in your community.]

Tae Christmas season is here again,
the time celebrated as the birthday of
Christ. Its observance has become cus-
tomary and popular throughout the world,
both by Christians and the unbelieving
world, “With youth, those of mature age,
and even the aged, it is a period of gen-
eral rejoicing, of preat gladmess,” True,
the gvent of Christ’s birth is one that hag
never been superseded. And, though the
twenty-fifth of Deeember is supposed
by aome to be the exaet day, “yet thers is
np cortainty that we are keeping the
veritable day of our Saviour’s birth., His-
tory gives us no ecertain assurance of
this. The Bible does not give ug the pre-
cise time. Had the Lord deemed thig
knowledge essential to our salvation, He
wounld have spoken through His prophets
and apostles, that we might know all
about the matter.”

After all, when the world at large cele-
brates the day, does it really show honor
to Chrigt? Is it not true that many “re-
fuse to acknowledge Him as their Baviour,
to honor Him by willing obedience to His
service”? Is it not often a day of self-
ighly giving that one may receive, show-
ing ‘“preferenec to the day, but none to
the Ome for whom the day iy celebrated,
Jesug Chrigt”?

May weo all have wisdom to make this
a precious season, May we find ways and
means of showing true respect to Jesus
by our thoughts of Him and of those who
need Him. May “there be recorded in
tho heavenly books such a Christmas aa
has never yet been seen,” because of the
work we shall do for God and the up-
building of His kingdom, remembering
that “mmasmuch as ye have done it unte
one of the least of these My brethren, ye
have done it unto Me.”

The offering will now he received. It
will be used to cheer the poor at this
Chrigtmas season. We thank you for
what you give for the sake of the Christ
Child.

{(The quotations are taken from Outling

Studies From the Testimondes, firgt puh-
lished in Review und Ieraid, Dec. 9, 1884.)

wow

NotHING with which we have to do is
really smell. The varied circumstances
that we mest day by day are designed to
test our faithfulness, and to qualify us
for greater trusts—Patriarchs and Proph-
ets, pp. 228, 243,
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NOTES TO OFFICERS

Christmas Caroling

{Coniinued from page 2)
and friendly fellowship this Christmas
season if. they will organize a singing
band, not for the purpose of solieit-
ing méney, but for the purposs of bring-
ing cheer and pleasure to others,

Now that Ingathering comes at another
time of year, let us sing with only the
thought of making friemds for ourselves
and the church we love and represent,.

Perhaps an appropriate card eould be
prepared for handing out from door to
doot, which would express the “Best
Wishes from the Young People’s Society
of Missionary Volunteers of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church.” The people
would remember the singers and their
good will when they came to sing at In-
gathering thme. TPerhaps persons ap-
pointed with each ecaroling band could
give a Christmas number of the Signs of
the Times or Watchman with the card.

The singing of advent songs at twi-
light during Christmas time for ths pure
fun of bringing pleasure to others has
vast possibilities, AW, P

Gratitude

Br grateful for the kindiy friends that waik
along your way ;

Be grateful for the skies of blue that smlle
from day to day; -

Be prateful for the Bealth you own, the work
you find to do,

For round about you there are men less for-
tunate than you.

Be grateful for the growing trees, the roses
s0on to bioom,

The tenderness of kindly hearts that shared
four days of gloom ;

Be gratefui for the morning dew, the grass
beneath your fect,

The soft caresses of {our hahes and ail thelr
langhter sweet.

Acquire the grateful habit, iearn to see how
biegt you are,

How much there is to gladden life, how lit-
tie 1ife to mar!

And what if rain ghali faii today and you
with grief are pad;

Be grateful that you can recail the joys that
yFou have had,

—Hdgar A, Guest.

Prayer of Youth

I Am a youth, alive today,

I want to iive the Christlike way;
So help me, Lord, in ali I do,

To ever be sincere and true.

Give me a mind so keeu and strong
That it will know the right from wrong;
I make my heart now pure and good—
May I not be mlsunderstood.

Heip mu to give my life for others,
Heip me to iive and serve my brothers;
And may my ilfe a biessinﬁ he

To all of those who have known me,

O, give Thy joy, and peace, and power,
Q, may I lUve from ocut this hour

A life of falth and victery

Like Christ who lived in Galilee,

—Author Unknown.

XourHa i8 too geod for gome thin too
good to lle, to cheat, to steal, to polson its
body, to damn it soul, “I cannot do that
for I am the son of a King!” It ig a gooci
siogan for youth, Make yourself a sharer
%n t}lte aristoeracy of God—0, G. Here-

rechd.
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The Jonior, a Missionary
in His Home Community

BY ERIC B, HARE

Order of Service

QPENING SoNe: “Missionary Volunteers,”
No. 83, in M. V. Songs.

Scrierurs : Matthew 5 :13-16,

Praves,

SPRCIAL 80XG: “Happy, Loyal Junlors ! No.

57.
LEADER'S OPENING REMARKS,
OpyBcT Tank: “The Two-Legged Salt
Shaker.”
ExXERCISE: “Bible Clues.”
Bxercrsn: “Bille Clues on Light Bearers.”
TIZ s “Whe Saidf”
TORY : “The Timid Ingatherer,”
PoEM : “My Mlsgion.” .
DiscusstoN: “The Junior, a Missionary
Volunteer in Higz Home Communjty.”
Soxg: “Do Your Bit,” No. 84,
BENFD1CTION,

Leader’s Opening Remarks

THE word “migsionary” comes from the
Latln word wmissio, which means “to send”
and therefore a missionary is one sent on
a mission.

In Matthew 28:I8-20 (read) we have
Christ's commission; “Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations,” which made Hig disei-
ples foreignm missionayles and seni them fo
Agla, Egypt, Africa, Pergia, and India.

In Acls 26:16-18 (read) we have a spe-
cial eommission given ¢ Pauf which con-
strained him to cross the ccean and take the
gospel to Hurope. .

Before the discipleg could be forcign mis.
gionaries they needed to become Rome mis-
stonnries: so the first sermon Chrigt ever
preached gave to Fis diselples, and to all
who would believe on Him, a message and
a mission, right at home. *“Ye¢ are the salt
of the earth, . . . Ye are the light of the
world. . . . Let your lighi so shine before
men, that they may see your good worksi
and glorify your Father which is In heaven,’

When we repeat our Pledge, “By the
grace of God, I will be Pure and kind and
frue,” we promisge, “U wiil be a servant of
God and a friend to man.”’ In these Deau-
tiful words we accept onr mjsglon and pledge
ourselves to fulfill I,

When we repeat our J. M. V. Law we
again remind curselves of this special home
missionary commission when we say, “T will
go on God’'s errands.” Would you Ijke to be
a missionary to Burma or Africa someday?
Wonld you like to be a doetor or a nurse
in China or New Gninca gomeday? Then
find your place and fulfill your mlssion
today, vight here at home, becguse “ihe
llght that shines the farthest shines bright-
es nearer home.”

The Two-Legged Salt shaker

ARTICLES NERDED

A glass of water.

An envelope marked **SIN,” containing a
few grains of tannie acid and a few rrystals
of iron sulphate.

A galt shaker with about half a teasnoon
of oxalie acid in lt, (A niekel’s worth of
these chemlealg from the drugstore will be
sufficlent, )

THE LESSON

Let this glass of clear water represent
the hearts of the boys and girls around
us.  (Open wp “SIN” and put it on a
piece of paper so that all can see.) Sin
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doesn’t look horrible, sometimes it is even
attractive, and Httle by little hoys and
girls vicld to temptation and let sin come
into their hearts. (Puai tannic acrd and
iron sulphate inio the water.) Then be-
fore they realize it their hearts are black
with ¢in. JTs there any hope of making
their lhearts clean again®

In this salt shaker I have a certain
kind of salt. Let me gprinkle some into
ihis black water and see what happens,
(Sprinkle and stir.) Soon the blackness
ig all gone and the water is elean again.

J. M. V.’s are two-legged salt shakers.
God wants them to be g0 pure, so kind, so
true, that their lives will influence others
to get rid of sin and be pure and kind
and true also.-—Abbreviated from West
phal’s Visual Surprise Sermoneties.

My Mission

1 was longlng for a mission;
Fancy made it something grand-—
Something that would@ win the praises
Of the world on every hand,
80 I squandered time in walting
Tor the chance that never came,
Qaile forgot to think of others
In my longings after fame,

But one day I had a vision
0f the needy ones near hy,
Of ihe hearls that starve with hunger
Till they faint and fall and die—
Starve for littie deeds of kindness,
Or a word of hope and cheer,
And the smileg that cost so liitie,
But can make it heaven here.

Then it was I fonnd my mission.
Knew what work God meant for me,
And I eried. “Forgive my_ blindness,
Now at last, thapk God, I see!”
And my heart that had becn selfish
In its longings te be great,
Saw wide fields of labor waiting
¥or me just ouislde my gate.

80 1 seek to seatfer sunshine
In & dark and cheerless place;
Loving words have given courage,
Smiles have cheered the tearful face.
In the joy of helping others,
Go®z good time 1 waste no more,
Since my life has found lis mission
Wailing at the very door.
-—Eben . Rexford,

Bible Clues

Mayse the most putstanding property of
salt is its8 preserving power, In DBurma
fish are covered wlth salt and they do not
decay. Here are gome clues to the names
of people who have been {ike preserving salt
in thelr localitles, Put your hand up as
soon A8 you guess who it is.

TI'm thinklng of a man who lived In 1898
B. C.

Tle was a righteous man.

He had fwo daughfexs.

He lived 1n a very wicked city,

Hls name beging with “L.”*

God decided to destroy the citv, but would
not degtroy it until thisg man and his family
got out.

The man’s name was ———,

I'm thinking of another man whoe lived
in 2348 B. C.

At that time the world was very wicked,

God decided &0 destroy the whole world,
but had to find a way to save this man,

He had three sons and three daughters-
in:law, X

God told him to build a big boat,

His name was ———,
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(If you can find some.iocal person whom
God has nsed to hless or preserve somcone
else, make up gome clues that will lead up
to thig name.)

Bible Clues on Light Bearers

THE work of a ilght is to ghine and dispel
darkness, (Exhibit different lights—candle,
oil lamp, ancient lamps—and teil where and
how they were used. emplasizing that their
only use wag to light up t{he darkness,)
Now, here are some clues to people Who
have been lights. Put your hand up as
soon asg you know their names.

I'm thinking of a iittle girl whose name
ig nol known,

She llved in the days of Elisha.

She was always bright and cheerful and
obedlent.

Bhe noticed that her mistress was often
sad begause her mapter wag a ieper. -

#he tried to cheer them up by telling
about the mirncles Hlisha performed,

Her master was healed.

We caii her .

I'm thinking of a little iad who lived
near the gea of Galilee,

We don’t Enow whether ke went to school
or not, hut he loved to listen to Jesus and
followed Him ail day long when He wag
near by.

One day his mother gave nim five little
barley cales and two small fisheg for hig
lunch,

He heard Jesus asking for some food and
gladly gave all hig lunch.

Wik il Christ fed 5,000 persons.

Do you know his name?

(Find some local hoys and girls whose
lights have shined and make up some clues
about them. This wiil be the most interegt-

ing of all)
Quiz
Wio sain?
To wHoM was it satd?
' BN AND WHERE was it sald?

“Plrst be reconciled to thy brother, and
then eome and offer thy gifis.”’ Matf 5:24.

“Whosoever shall gmife thce on thy right
ghg%k, turn {0 him the other also” Matt,

“Liove your enemies, hless them that curse
you,”  Matt, 5:44.

The Timid Ingatherer

A mIMID girl who had just heard the
news of the goon-coming Savieur felt that
she must tell others, Choosing the poorest
section of the city in which she lived, she
went out Ingathering. Im response to her
knock at the doer of a ramshackle house,
& woman with a baby in arms greeted her.
The girl asked her if she would “take
these papers,” and explained that they
were religious Mterature, The woman did
not want the papers, but the girl smiled
sweetly and scemed so embarrassed that
she took the lot—all she had. Inside her
poor little home there was not much room,
but ghe placed this gift ef literature high
up on the top of the old-fashioned kitchen
safe.

Weeks later, on a cold winter day, che
sat by the kitchen stove rocking her baby
wondering how she conld stop the wind
ithat was whistling through the cracks in
the clapboard walls, If she only had
some paper! But she had nome, and there
was no money. They were too poor to
even take a daily paper. But just then
she saw the pile of papers om top of the
safe, In a few heurs that Seventh-day
Adventist literature was pasted on the
walls—saideways, upside down, any way,

Another day as she sat by the stove
rocking the baby, her eye caught some-
thing on ome of those papers pasted side-
ways. She put the baby down and got
np and read the article to the end of the
page, bul i was not finighed there; so
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she hunted until she found the conelusion,
aud climbed np on a chair to read the
last word.

She had the third angel’s message there
on her walls! And she read it and ae-
cepted it. Not only so, but she carried
the good news to her neighbors, and the
organization of a church resulted.

But of course the timid girl never
dreamed that the papers she so diffidently
gave with a smile to a poor woman living
in a poor little house would ever amount
to anything worth mentioning!—Youth's
Instructor.

The Junior, a Missionary Volunteer
in His Home Community

MisstonARY work we can do as home
missionaries:

Suggestions:

Dolng cheerfully our chores in the
home,

Findimg and doing other helpful deeds.

Christian help work outside the home.

Taking part in Sabbath school and
Junior Missionary Volunteer Society
megtings.

Distributing tracts, Signs of the T'imes,
ate,

Doing our part in Missions Extension
Week, Week of Bacrifice, Imgathering
eampaigns, ete.

L
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Mrs. Ellen G. White

BY ¢, A. RUSSELL

Order of Service

OPENING SBONG.

PRATER.

RYrorTs OF MISSIONARY WORK.
SHCRETARY’'S REPORT,

OFFRRTORT,

SoNe.

INTRODUCTION,

SyMPos1UM : “Ellen G. Harmon White,”
CLOSING BONG.

BENEDICTION,

Introduction

‘The story which we have to tell today
iy in some regpects the mosi remnrkable,
the most wonderful, the most thrilling of
any thus far in the serles. We hope you
will remember the study on “Spirliual
Giffs” given la ome of cur July programs,
There it was shown that the last, or “rem-
nant,” church would be keeping the com-
mandments, all ten of them, and ‘would have
the “festlmony of Jesus,” which is the
“Spirit of prophecy.”

It i3 inferesting to notice that the wver
Fear which brought the great disappoint-
ment, 1844, brought to the peckers for light
and truth not only the bheginning of the
Judgment In heaven and the Sabbath truth
bt alag the revelations from God through
4the Spirli of prophecy. No wonder we
want to study the truths which we hold as
2 people and the work of the leaders whom
God raised up to proclaim these truths to
the world. This 1§ the one hundredth anni-
versary of that wonderful year.

Ellen G. Harmon White

FrLey Harmox was born in Gorham,
Maine, November 26, 1827, A little later
the family removed to Portland, where
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her childhood was spent. When only nine
years of age, as she and her twin sister
with amnother schoolmate were erossing a
common, an older girl who had become
angerad threw a stone which struck Fllen
in the face, breaking the bridge of her
nose. She was unconscious for some time
and was carried home where she lay in a
stupor for three weeks. Ier health was
so affected that she was unable to attend
school regularly, and so her formal edu-
eation was limited.

In 1840 William Miller eame to Port-
land and gave a serles of lectures on the
goon eoming of Christ. The Xarmon
family with Ellen accepted the message.

About this time, at a speecial revival in
the Methodist church, she accepted Christ
as her Saviour and was baptized in the
ocean, the minister ¢onmsenting to do this
for twelve of the eandidates who requestéd
immersion in place of sprinkling.

In 1842 Elder Miller returned to Port-
land. Many thronged to hear him; some
believed, while others scoffed. Finally
the Harmon family, with some others,
wera dropped from the Methodist chureh,
‘When the great disappointment came they
were distressed and, of course, were ridi-
euled by their former associates; hut
they never losy faith in the promises of
God, but spent much time in prayer and
in the study of God’s Word.

THE FIRST VISION

It was near the close of the memorable
vear 1844 that the wonderful experience
oscurred which we are ahout to relate.
Illen was visiting a friemd, Mrs, Haines,
m Portland, At family worship as five
of them, all women, were kneeling in
prayer, the power of God came upon her,
and she was given g vision of the journey
of the advent people to the city of God.
('This, her first vision, will be found re-
corded in Early Writings, pages 18-20,
also in Life Shetches, pages G4-68. You
will want to get one of these books and
read it. It will surely thrill yow.) When
gshe eame out of the vision and related
to the others what she had been shown,
they were amazed and all praised God to-
gether,

Ellen was only seventeen years old at
this time, very timid, and afraid to meet
strangers, In a secomd visiom ahout two
wocks Jater she was encouraged and told,
“Make known to others what I have re-
vealad to you.” 8he naturally shrank
from the responsibility but accepted it as
coming from the Lord. This was the be-
ginning of a life of unselfish ministry,
which lasted until she went to her rest at
the age of nearly eighty-eight.

MARRIAGE

In 1846 Miss Harmon and Elder James
White were united in marrjiage. ¥ou will
recall the story of Elder White’s work as
given in one of the July meetings., Their
work is closely interwoven with the rise
and growth of the movement, and cannnt
be separated from it.

HER WRITINGS

The writings of Mrs, White do nnt form
an Adventist Bible, ag some npposers have
claimed, hut instead constantly turn the
reader tn the Word of God as the source
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of all true wisdom and understanding. In
her various writings something like fif-
teen thousand references to the Bible are
made. Next to the Bible itself I know
of no book which g0 beautifully tells the
story of Bethlehem’s manger and of Cal-
vary’s eross with all the wonderful and
touching incidents between as does The
Desire of Ages. And I know of ne other
which so elearly and tenderly points the
sinner to his Baviour as does tho little
book Steps to Chrigi, which is read in
fifty-nine languages.

CONDITION IN VISION

The Bible deseribes the phyeical condi-
tien of a prophet while in vision, They
are at first weak, thenm supernaturally
strengthened, and they do mnot breathe,
(Read Daniel 10:15-19.) Their eyes are
open. (Read Numbers 24:3, 4.)

It is interesting to note that Mrs,
‘White’s condition while in vision was ex-
actly in harmony with this description.
Usually the first indication was the ex-
pression “Glory!” Offen this was re-
peated, and uswally for the third time,
each as though from a greater distance,
She would seem weak for an instant, then
suddenty was strengthened umntil a strong
man could not so mueh ag bend her arm,
Her eyes were always open, not with a
vaeant stare, but with a natural expres-
siom. And there was no breath. One
might say, How eould she spealt without
breath? She was filled with a Higher
Power who spoke through her,

Every test of her physical condition
that friends or enemies eonld think of was
carried out. Once a minister held his
hand over her mouth, and at the same
time pressed the nostrils together be-
tween thumb and finger, and held her thus
for ten minutes. She was not affeeted in
the glightest degree. A mirror was held
close to her face for several minntes, and
not & trace of moisture appeared.

Upon one occagion a spirit medinm, a
doetor who had boasted that he eonld
bring her out of a visiom in ome minute,
was invited fo make an examination.
‘While doing so his face turned white and
he trembled like a leaf. “Let me out of
here,” he ecried; “she doesn’t breathe’?
And out he went,

“Om_several oeoagions, while In vision,
Mrs, White held a Bible on her out-
stretehed hand and twice she held Bibles
open for quite long periods of time,

“One experience often referred to, car-
ries ug back to the early part of the year
1845 and had to do with the large Harmon
family Bible, weighing eighteen and one-
half pounds. One merning at her own
home in Portland, Maine, while in vision,
Ellen Harmon stepped over to a bureau
upon which rested the large volume,
picked it up, placed it on her left hamd,
and then, extending it at arm’s length,
held the closed book with ease for half an
hour., During the visiom, in short ex-
clamations, she referred to the value of
the Word of God. TUnder ordinary cir-
comgtances she was unable to pick up this
book, for shs was in frail health and at
that time weighed nnly eighty pounds,
She was in no way fatigued by the experi-
ence, . . . [This Bible ig still in existence
in the White Istate office, and many per-
song have tried tn hold it extended for
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even one minute, and were glad to put
it dowmn.]

“At a little later time, in 1846, while
attending a Sabbath afternoon meeting at
the Thayer home in Randolph, near Bos-
ton, Massachusetts, Mrg, White, in vision,
keld a ‘heavy, large quarto family Bible.
Otis Nichols, an eyewitness, gives an ac-
count of what took place, With the Bible
‘open on one hand and lifted up as high
as she could reach, and with her eyes
gteadily locking upward,’ Mrs, White ‘de-
clared in selemn manner, “The ingpired
testimony from Ged,”’ or words of the
same import. And then ghe continued
for a long time while the Bible was ex-
tended in one hand, and her eyes looking
upward and not on the Bible, to turn over
the leaves with her other hand and place
her finger upon certain passages, and cor-
rectly utter their words with 2 golemn
voice, Many present looked at the pas-
sages where her finger was pointed, to
see if she spoke them correctly, for her
eves at the game time were looking up-
ward,’ . . . There were also other occa-
gsions when Bibles were beld by Mrs.
‘White while she was in vision, . . .

“Such phenomenal exhibitions in con-
necgion with the sarly visions had a defl-
nite place in establishing the confidence
of the believers in their divine origin be-
fore there was opportunity for the devel-
opment of fruit by which the claims of
the Lord’s messenger might be judged.”
—Arthur L. White, The Prophetic Gift
in Aetion.

On January 12, 1861, the Sevenih-day
Adventist chureh in Parkville, Michigan,
waa dedicated. Flder White preached the
sermon, and at its close, Mrs, White arose
and gave a stirring exhorfation. As she
sat down she was carried away in vision,
At the elose of the vision she arese and,
looking over the eongregation, said:

“There is not a person in this house
who hag even dreamed of the trouble that
is eoming upon this land. People are
making sport of the secession ordinance
of South Carolina, but I have just been
ghown that a large number of States are
going to join that State, and there will
be a most terrible war, In thig vision I
have seen large armies of both sides gath-
ered on the field of battle, I heard the
booming of the cannon, and saw the dead
and dying on every hand, Then I saw
them rushing up engaged in hand-to-hand
fighting. Then I saw the field after the
battle, all covered with the dead and
dying. Then I was carried to prisons,
and saw the sufferings of those in want,
who were wasting away. Then T wag
taken to the homes of thoge who had lost
hushands, sons, or brothers in the war.
I gaw there distress and anguish.”—M, B.
Otsen, Origin and Progress of Seventh-
day Adventists, p. 240. .

After speaking these words she said,
“There are those in this house who will
lose sons in that war,”!  All this was threo
months before the war between the States
began. One year later BElder Loughbor-
ough spoke in that same chureh. He re-
ealied the statement. Two men said they
had each lost a son in the war already.

PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS

Qister White was a very forceful
speaker. Her words were well ehosen and
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gpoken with gtrong emphasis. Ter voice
was low in piteh and had wonderful car-
rying qualities. At the great 1900 Gen-
eral Conference held in Takoma Park I
purposely stepped to the outside of the
great tent filled with thousands of listen-
ers, At that distanee and in spite of
many people milling around I eould hear
distinetly every word.

The most striking part of her featurea
were the eyes—Iarge, dark, expressive,
penetrating, yet kind., In my boyish fancy
the first time I saw her T felt that she
eould read every thought in my mind.
Later as I grew older I knew, of course,
that this was not true, unless the Lord
should reveal it to her, As I locked into
ker eyes the thought always came to my
mind, Those eyes have looked into the
very face of Jesms. - They have seen the
King in His beauty in heavenly vision.
I{ was indeed a privilege to see and hear
and know the messenger of the Lord.

In addition to her public ministry a
large part of her time was spent in writ-
ing. Bhe wag a comstant contributor to
our various periodicals, and the author of
thirty-seven books, Ivfany of these have
been translated into foreign languages.

HER DEATH

Mrs. Whito survived ber husband for
a third of a eentury. She died in her
heme in 8¢, Helena, California, in mid-
sumumer, 1915, at the advaneed age of
nearly eighty-eight years. Services were
held at Eimshaven, her California hoeme.
The body was then brought to Battle
Creek, Michigan, where the funeral serv-
ice wag held in the Tabernacle, which was
filled to ity capacity of thirty-five hun-
dred. Bhe was laid to rest beside her
hushand in Oak Hill Cemetery, to await
the call of the Life-giver. Though she
restg from her labors the influence of her
life of devotion goes om, *

Now that the voice i silent, the pen
laid aside, we should tenderly eherish the

. instruetion given to uws through the gift

of the 8pirit of prophecy.
W
In a Class by Themselves

IN oune of the Iarge cities of Ameriea a

man was looking over hooks in a second-

hand bookstore. “He asked for the re-
ligious books, and was directed to a
miscellangous agsertment in the back of
the store, . . . He remarked to the pro-
rietor that he saw none in which he was
interested. Being asked what author he
preferred, he said, ‘Mrs. E. G. White.!
‘Oh, that's different, he replied. ‘Her
wrifings arve not classed with those back
there at all. We have them here in the
front with the Bibles. They are in a
clags by themselves.” *—Pacific Union
RBecorder, July 25, 1934,

W

December 16

The New Earth

(The topiec fer both Juniors and Senlors
iz presented on pages 6 and T in the Senior
vection.)

11

December 23

The Meaning of Christmas

BY ALICE LA BONTE

Order of Service

QPENING EXERCISES,

CHRISTMAS MUSIC,

INTRODUCTION BY SUPERINTENDENT.

SyMPosIUM : *“The 8pirlt of Christmas,”

RspENG ; “Gold, Frankineense, and dyrrh.”

Rmapine WiTH Music :“God’'s Gift to Men.”

PoeMm : “Gifis.”’

QPEERTORY RREADING: “The True Spirit of
Christmas.” (See Senior topie, p. 8.)

OFFERING.

CLOYING EXRRCISES,

Introduction

In just a few days now, many people will
be agking, “What did you get for Christ-
mag?’ ur great c¢oncern, however. should
be, What shall we bring to Jesus? We
want to give Him all that we have to give,
How can a Junior who has go little give
anything to Jesug: who has so mueh? The
only way we can give to Jesus is to give
to people here on earth, What can we give?
(Present a few thoughts on each of the

fo ewing.l  We ecan pgive (1) love, (2}
service, (3) work, (4% talents, (ﬁ%tl time,
(6) money, (T) obedience, (8) Kkindness,
To give ag Jesus gave, we must give what

He gave in the way in which He gave,
Jesns aave His life for us every dav He was
on earth. We shall not need to die on the
cross ag He qQid, but we can give our lives
every day in deeds that are kind, words
that are helpful, and thoughts that are
pure.

“The service that seems to you small
Is greatl In the eyes of the L.ord,
He knows and will give the reward

He promiged for each and for all,

“Glve as you would if the angels
Bent on you a questioning look,

Give ay you would if the Master
In His band your offering took.”

There is one gift which must be made
before we can really give any of the precious
things we posgess. We must give ourselves;
and when we have done this, everything we
value will be given to be used ag God
directs, Life is God’s best gift to us, and
it is the only gift we can give in return,

The Spirit of Christmas

1. Tur spirit of Christmas means hu-
milily. The simple family, the exclusion
frem the inn by the crowd, the humble
stable, the bed in the manger, the swad-
dling clothes of the peasani—all point to
the humility of the One who had been the
Lord of glory and equal with the Father,
Truly He “made Himself of no reputa-
tion.”

2. The spirit of Christias means un-
selfishness, for the Lord Jesus who came
to eazrth in buman form laid down the
glory that He had with the Father, not
for His own sake, but that He might re-
deem you and me. On the crogs it was
said of Him, “Me saved others; Himself
He cannot save.”

3. The spirit of Christ means ssrvice,
for we read that not only did the Lord
Jesus make Himself of no reputation,
but He “iook ugun Him the form of a
servant.” The Old Tegtament speaks of
Him 28 God’s Servant, and He Himself
testified, “I came down from heaven, not
to do Mine own will, but the will of Him
that sent Me.”

4. The spirit of Christmas meany saeri-
fice, The Lord Jesus in all Tis humility
and unselfishness and service went all the
way to the cross. He was willing to give
all, that you and I might have life. He
took our place,
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5. The spirit of Christmas means per-
fect obedience to God, The Lord Jesus
oxpressed this comstantly in His earthly
life, and we find it elimaxed in the garden
when He prayed, “Not My will, but
Thine, be done.””

6, Beyond alt, the spirit of Christmas
ig love—infinite and matchless love—the
love of the Father that gave His only-be-
gotten Son, and the love of the Lord
Jegus that brought Him down from glory
so that we might not perish, but have
everlasting life.

Noro—After the last one has spoken,
let all say in unizgon—“The spirit of
Christmas means”—then in turn say their
italicized word.

Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh

MANy years ago in the dlm llght of a
gtable in ancient Bethlehem three men
kneli before g Child. Across the trackless
desert from the east they had come, these
wise men, following a star to seek a King.
There in the manger they found Him, and
‘“when they had opened thelr treasures,
they presented unio Him gifis; gold, frank-
incense, and myrrh.” Matt. 2:11,

There 1s a beauliful significance to thege
gifts of the magi. They were prophetic
of every phase of the iife and experience of
the Christ. Gold, the symbol of power and
royalty, was indeed a fittlng offering to
One who was horn King of kings and Lord
of lords.

Frankincense ig a _resinoug substance,
pure white in color, which is obtained from
the bark of a certain tree in Arabia. It
will burn & long time with a steady flame,
It ig the symbol of holiness and purification,
and was used in the burnt offerings of the
anclent sacrificinl services. DBy this did
the wise men with divine ingight recognize
in the Babe of Bethlehem the great High
Priest who I8 *touched with the feeling
of our infirmities,” Heb. 4 :15,

Myrrh i1 the perfume of sorrow. It is
an aromatic gum the fragrance of which
is greatly increased as It iy crushed. It was
one of the Ilngredlents of the oil of holy
anofnting, and was also uged as an em-
balming %uid. Thig the magi offered to the
Saviour, whose crushed and broken life would
gend its gweet fragrance far down the cen-
taries, that the world might kaow the only
true (God, and Jesus Chrigt, whom He sent.
{S8ee John 17 -3.)

Karth children today have not to geek g
manger to spread hefore an infant King
thely gifts. The King s in His Father's
house, far ahove the sky that lies so blue
over Bethlehem and the desert of the eagt.
He would have His children who would he
wise offer Him greater richex than the
treasnres of the magi—the zold of thelr
faith, which shows itgelf in thelr loyalty
snd ohedleace to all the things which the
Klng commandeth:; the white frankincense
of thelr hope, which works itself out in
tender gervice and ministry fo even the
leasgt of the children of the King; and the
myrrh of their lave, by whlch Is proved
their whlingness to lay down thelr lives
for Mis zake, {See John 15:13.)

These are my only riches; these I brin
Ag wige llgen brought their gifts in days
af old:
My hol;g my love, my faith, these for my

ng-—
Greater than frankincense and myrrh and

gold.
—Mildred Wood Harrls.

God’s Gift to Men

[Tt 48 very effective 1o hove the singers out
aof stght as they sing their song§, interspers-
ing the reading.]

“ANgrLs attend Joseph and Mary as
they jouwrney from their home in Nazareth
to the eity of David. , . . But in the oity
of their royal line, Jogeph and Mary are
unregognized and unhonored, Weary
and homeless, they {iraverse the entire
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length of the narrow street, from the gate
of the eity to tho eastern extremity of
the town, vainly secking a resting place
for the night. There is no room for them
at the erowded mn, In a rude building
where the beasts are sheliered, they at
last find refuge, and here the Redeemer
of the world ig hom.

{“Litther's Cradle Hymn™—~8oprano aud
alto duet.]

“Men know it not, but the tidings fill
heaven with rejoicing. With a deeper
and more tender interest the holy beings
from the world of light are drawn %o the
earth., The whole world iz brighter for
His presenee. Above the hills of Bethle-
hem are gathered an innumerable throng
of angels, They wait the signal to de-
clare the glad news to the wosdd. . . .

[“0 Little Town of Bethlehem'—Mixed
quartet.l

“In the fields whers the hoy David had
led his flock, shepherds were still keep-
ing wateh by night. Through the silent
hours they talked together of the prom-
iged SBaviour, and prayed for the coming
of the King to David’s throne. ‘And, lo,
the angel of the Lord cams upon them,
and the glery of the Lord shone round
about them; and they wore sore afraid.
And the angel said unto them, Fear not;
for, behold I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people.
For unto you is born this day in the eity
of David a Baviour, which is Christ the
Lord . ..

[“While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks”
—MIlxed voices or solo.]

“Then the joy and glory eould no
longer be hidden, The whole plain was
lighted up with the bright shining of the
hosts of God. Harth wasg hushed, and
heaven stooped to listen to the song—

‘Glory to God in the highest,

And on earth peace, good wilf toward meu.’

9“0 that today the human family conld
recognize that song! The declaration
then made, the note then struck, will swell
te the elose of time, and resound to the
ends of the earth.
Righteousness shall arige, with healing in
His wings, that song will be re-echoed by
the voiee of a great multitude, as the voice
of many writers, saying, ‘Alleluia, for the
Lord God omnipotent reigneth.’”

[“Joy to the World“—mized voices or
congregation.}

(Quotations taken from The Desire of
Agee, pD. 44-48.)

Gifts
TuBY brought thelr gifts to please a bahy

ng,
Their fragrant incenge and their giit-
tering gold.
What gifts can I put in Hig handg today
For Him to love and hold?
What can I offer from my heart’s full eup
To pleage a Christ, grown up?

What can I give Thee, Magter? and I hear
His voice In answer: “Inasmuch as ye
Have done if unto one of the least of thege,
Ye have done it unto Me”
Each thought for others, each small kind-
hess ghown,
e claims them for His own,

They are guch selflegy gifts He asks of me:
The little common deeds of everyday:

Small gervices my hands can find to do;
The words my tongue can say.

Strange gifts, it seems, to lay hefore a King,

Yet ALIL: He bids me bring,

- —Grace Noll Orowell.

When the Sun of’
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Bird Cafeteria

Ir you would become intimately ae-
quainted with the fascinating personali-
ties of “the Lord’s tiny poultry,” I
heartily recommend that you set up a
bird eafeteria. For thoss who are cx-
plorative and seeking a new world to
conquer, here it is.

Beveral centuries age John Heywood
remarked, “Better one byrde in hand than
ten in the wood.” Some time later Cer-
vantes plagiarized the idea and made it
read, “A bhird in the hand iz worth two
in the hugh.” But let us paraphrase it a
bit by saying this, “A hird at the eafe-
teria. just outside the window is worth
several in a distant tree where they and
their ways eannot be chserved to mnearly
the same pleasant advantage.” When
gomeone said that the way to a man's
heart is through his stomach, he eould
algo have added that the prineiple works
equally well” with birds,

Thers are times in the year when it is
extremely difficult for many birds to find
the wherewithal to satisfy their hunger,
especially dwring the drought of summer
and in the snow and ice of winter, If
every person who is incongiderate of the
needs of birds were to spend some food-
less days in the cold, ice-covered fields
and woods, what a warming up toward
the feathered creatures there would be on
the part of humang!

The cafeteria may be of many different
types. Secure a board a foot squave, nail
pieces of lath about it for a rim, fasten
a siet stick ten inches long to one eorner,
and you have a serviceable food tray,
Then fasten it to & window ledge, the
top of a post, or the branch of a near-by
tree, IF you have a clothesline on a pair
of pulleys out to a high tree or pols, why
not hang a {ray on it and run it out part
way? Seeds and grains, rolled oats,
bread crumhbs, cracked grain, and suet
are all good bird foods, usually inexpens-
ive. In the winter some birds need suet
to provide warmth and energy against the
eold. It will surprise you what a variety
of feathered population will regularly
call at your house after they onee learn
of your hospitality. And you will alse
become intimately acquainted with your
friends’ likes and dislikes, their friend-
ships and passions, yes, and even their
table manners. There are some beauntifal
lines that tell us: “Birds in their Httle
nests agree.” It may be that they agree
in their nests fairly well, knowing what
a calamity a “falling out” might prove.
But at the cafeteria table their man-
uers are not always exemplary. The
longer one keeps the cafeteria in business,
the more faseinating the project beeomes,
for birds will patronize it at all seasons
of the year, Migratory birds will linger
about it; those nesting will build near it,
and some birds, gaining configence in it,
will winter around it. So open a bird
cafeteria for the company of scores of
Yoving birds whe will come to you, and
you will find a new world of interest to
thrill your life. STANLEY JOHNSON.

woow

EverY man must live with the man he
makeg of himself } and the better job he does
at that, the better company he will be abie
to keep—Hudson Masim,
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Conquering and to Conquer

BY L. E. ANDROSS

PICTURE of wondrous bheauty is
A presented to us by inspiration im

Prophets and Kings, page T725:
“(Cliad in the armor of Christ’s righteous-
ness, the church is to enter upon her
final conflict. ‘Fair as the moon, clear
as the sun, and terrible as an army with
banners,” she is to go forth into all the
world, conguering and to conguer.”

“The church which our Lord ab Tis
coming is to receive to Himself will be
‘a glorious chureh, mnot having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing’ Then sghe
will look forth ‘as the morning, fair as
the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible
as an army with banners’”—The Great
Controversy, p. 425,

“Unto you that fear My name shall the
Sun of Righteousness arise with healing
in His wings.” Mal. 4:2. At that ftime
the promise contained in 2 Samuel 23:4
will be fulfilled through His church,
which employs to ecarry His message to
the world: “He shall be as the light of
the morning, when the sun riseth, even a
morning without clouds.” “Quietly and
gently the daylight breaks upoen the
earth, dispeiling the ghadow of darkness,
and waking the earth to life”

Again we have a gimilar view of the
remnant ehurch presented by the prophet
Hosea: “Then shall we know, if we fol-
low on to know the Lord: Hig going forth
ig prepared as the morning; and He shall
ecome unto us as the rain, as the latter
and former rain unto the earth.” Hosca
6:3.

But what will be the result of the omt-
pouring of the Spirit of God in the lat-
ter rain? An abundant harvest of souls
such as was reaped at Pentecost is prom-
jsed. “Let Christians put away their
dissensions, and give themselves to God
for the saving of the lost. Let them in
faith ask for the blessing, and it will
come. The outpouring of the Spirit in
apostolic days was the ‘former rain’ and
glorious was the result. But the Tatter
rain’ will be mere abundant,”—The De-
sire of Ages, p. 887,

The Secret of Success

Suggestive Program for
Sabbath, December 2, 1944

OPENING SoXNG: “Take My Life and Let It
* No. 278 in Chureh Hymnal

ScRIPTURT REaDING: Daniel 12:3; Psalms
26 :8, 65 Mark 1:17-20.

PRAYER.

SPECIAL, MUsic (or, No., 344, “Anywhere,
Dear Saviour.”)

Reapiwe: “Conquering and to Conguer,’” by
E. H. Andross.

MiISSIONARY OFFERING,

CrLoging Sonc: "Lead On, O King Eternal,”
No. 362,

BENEDICEICN,

Beauty, Lurity, Power

There are three distinguishing eharac-
teristies of the remnant church mentioned
in the Song of Solomon 6:1¢ that it will
be well to congider: .

1, “Fair as the moon~—What in na-
ture could be more beantiful than the sil-
very white moon when it shineg forth
from a cloudless sky? I shall not soon
forget the beauty that frequently greeted
our eyes in the tropics as we looked up at
the full moon throngh the fronds of the
royal palms! Our hearts were drawn out
in reverent contemplation of God’s won-
derful goodness. It is not surprising that
the gospel prophet Isaiah calls npon us

Stir Me

Srir me, O stir me, Lord; I care not how,
Bt stir my heart in passion for the
worid ;
Stir me te gilve, to ge, but most to pray;
Atiy, till the blood red banner he unfur’ed
O’er Jands that siiii in heathen darkness lie,
O'er desert where no cross is lifted high.

8tir, O stir me, Lord, tili all my heart
Is filled with strong compassien for these

souls, .
Tiil Thy ecompelling “must” drive me to

prayer,
111 l'Zl‘hy constraining iove reach to the
poles
Far norih and south, in burning. deep desire,
Till easﬁt and west are caught in love's greai
re.
Stir me, O stir me, Lord! Thy heart was
stirred
By love’s intensest fire, till Thou didst

give
Thine only Son, Thy besgt-beloved One,
E’?F te the dreadfui cross, that I might
ve ;
Stir me to give myself so back to Thee
That Thou canst give Thyseif again through
me.

Stir me, O stiv me, Lord, for I can see
Thy glorious triumph day begin te break;
The dawn already gilds the eastern sky!
O church of Christ, awake! awake]
0O stir s, Lord, ag heralds of that day!
The night is past, our King is on His way,
-—Selected.

saying, “Lift up your eyes on high, and
behold who hath created these things.”
Isa. 40:26.

2. “Clear as the sun.”—When the revo-
lator beheld a great multitude of the re-
deemed stand before the throne “elothed
with white robes, and palns in their
hands,” the question was asked, “What
are these which are arrayed in white
rebes? . . . And he said to me, These are
they which eame out of great tribulation,
and have washed their robes, and made
them white in the blooed of the Lamb.?
Rev. 7:9, 13, 14,

The rebe of Christ’s rightecusness with
which the church is clothed is as pure as
the sunbeam’s robe of light, which cam
receive no stain from earth’s pollutions.
“The righteousness of Christ, as a pure
white pearl, has no defect, no stain, no
guilt. This righteousness may be ours.”
—Mrs., E. G. White in Beview and Herald,
Aug. 8, 1898.

“By His [Christ’s] perfect obedience
He has made it pessible for every human
being o0 obey Gods commandments.
‘When we submit ourselves to Christ, the
heart is united with His heart, the will
is merged in His will, the mind becomes
one with His mind, the thoughts are
brought inte captivity to Him; we live
His life. This is what it means to be
clothed with the garment of His righteons-
ness—-Chirist’s Object Lesson, p. 312.

3. “Tervible as an army with banners.”™
—“Yg shall receive power,” sald Jesus,
“after that the Holy Ghost is come upon
yeu: and ye shall be witnesses unto Me

. unto the vuttermost part of the
earth.”  Acts 1:8,

“Let us remember that a Christlike life
is the most powerful argument that can
be advanced in favor of Christianity, . . .
Not all the books written can serve the
purpose of a holy life.”—Testimonies,
Vol. IX, p. 21.

“Unity of action is necessary to suc-
cess. An army in batile would become
confused and be defeated, if the individ-
ual soldiers should move according to
iheir own impulses, instead of acting in
harmony uwnder the direetion of a compe-
tent general. The soldiers of Christ .
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also must act in harmony. A few con-
verted souls, uniting for ome grand pur-
poss under one head, will achieve victories
in every encounter. . . .

“Qbedience to every word of God is an-
other condition of snecess., Vietories are

nol gained by ceremonies or display, but

by simple obedience to the highest Glen-
eral, the Lord God of heaven. He who
trusts in this Leader will never Imow de-
feat, Defeat comes in depending on
human methods, human inventions, and
placing the divine secondary, Obedience
was the legson that the Captain of the
Lord’s host sought to teach the vast
armiey of Israel—obedience in thingg in
which they ceuld see no success. When
there is obedience to the voice of our
Leader, Christ will conduct His battles in
waya that will surprise the greatest pow-
erg of carth.”—Id., Vol. V1, pp, 139, 140.

Fall Into Line

Today the world is perishing in gin. At
this time “the word is given from the
throne of God, ‘Ewvery man to his work,
each to do his best’ "—S8pecial Testi-
mony, Series A, No. 11, p. 80,

“Sound an alarm throughout the length
and the breadth of the earth. Tell the
people that the day of the Lord is near,
and hasteth greatly. Let none be left un-
warned. . . . Aceording to the light we
bave received above others, we are debt-
ors to impart the same to them. The day
sfar has rigen upon us; let us flash the
light upon the pathway of those in davk-
ness’—Mrs. E. Q. White in an Appeal
for Hiasions, p. 16.

Qualifications Hsasential for
Successful Labor

1. Conseeration.—Standing high among
these essentials I wounld place consecration
of hody, soul, and spirit to God. “The
secret of success is the umiom of divine
pewer with human effort. Those who
achieve the greatest results are those who
rely implicitly upon the Almighty Aym.”
—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 509.

Nothing ean be of greater importance
for the individual Christian, and for the
elrch, which is Christ’s body (Eph.
1:23), than wholehearted surrender to
God., “Know ye not that your hody is the
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you,
which ye have of God, and ye are not your
own? TFor ye ars bought with a price:
thersfore glorify God in your body, and
in your spirit, which are God’s.” 1 Cor.
6:19, 20,

It was when the early church placed
all upon the altar at Pentecost that the
Bpirit of (God descended upon those as-
sembled in the upper chamher, “and they
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were all filled with the Holy Ghost.”
Acts 2:4,

How may we know when our consecra-
tion iz ecomplete? “Who has the heart?
‘With whom are our thoughts? Of whom
do we love to comverse? Who has our
warmest affections and our best energies?
If we are Chrigt’s, our thoughts are with
HOim, and our sweetest thoughts are of
Him. All we have and are is eonsecrated
to Iim. We long to bear His image,
breathe Iis 8pirit, do g will, and please
Him in all things.”—Steps to Christ
(pocket ed.), p. 58.

“Thoge who consecrate body, soul, and
gpirit to God, will constanily receive a
new endowment of physical, mental, and
apiritual power. The inexhaustible sup-
plies of heaven are at their command.
Christ giveg them the breath of Hig own
Bpirit, the life of His own life. The Holy
Bpirit puts forth His highest energies to
work in heart and mind. The grace of
God enlarges and multiplies their faeul-
ties, and every perfection of the divina
nature comes to their assistance in the
work of saving somls. Through ec-opera-
tion with Christ, they are made eomplete
in Him, and in their human weakness
they are cnabled to do the deeds of Om-
nipotence.”—@Gospel Workers, pp. 118,
718.

£. Proyer——In order to Iive holy lives
we mugt hold unbroken communion with
God. “There is nothing more needed in
the work than the practieal results of com-
munion with God. We should show by
our daily lives that we have peace and
rest in God. His peace in the heart will
ghine forth in the countenance. It will
give to the voiee a persuwasive power.
Communion with God will impart a moral
elevation to the character and to the en-
tire course of actiom. Men will take
knowledge of us, as of the firat disciples,
that we have heen with Jesus.”—Testi-
monies, Vel. VI, p. 47,

Jesns lived in unbroken ecommunion
with His Father. Here we find the secret
of His wonderful life. “From hours spent
with God He came forth morning hy
morning, to bring the light of heaven to
men. Daily He received a fresh haptism
of the Holy Spirit. In the early hours
of the new day the Lord awakened Him
from His slumbers, and His soul and His
lips were ancinted with graee, that He
might impart to others. His words were
given Him fresh from the heavenly
eourts.”—Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 189.

8. Faith. — “The greatest victories
gained for the eause of God are not the
rosult of labored argument, ample facil-
ities, wide influence, or ahundance of
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means; they are gained in the audience
chamber with God, when with earnmest,
agonizing faith men lay hold upon the
mighty arm of power.

“Troe faith and trne prayer—how
strong they are! They are as two arms
by which the human suppliant lays hold
upon the power of Infinite Love. Faith
ig trugting in God,—believing that He
loves us, and knows what is for our hest
good. . . . Troth, uprightness, purity,
are pointed out as seerets of life’s suceess.
It is faith that puis us in possession of
these. Every good impulse or aspiration
is the gift of God; faith receives from
God the life that alone can produce true
growth and efficieney.”—Gospel Workers,
7. £58.

4. Courage—~Shortly before hig death,
Moges said unto Joshua “in the sight of
all Tgrael, Be strong and of a good cour-
age. . . . The Lord, He it iz that doth
go before thee; He will be with thee, He
will not fail thee, neither forsake thee:
fear mnot, neither be dismayed.” Deut.
31:7, 8. Tollowing the death of Moses,
the Lord said to Joshua, “Only he thoun
strong and very eourageons.” Joshua 1:7.

“Hope and courage are essential to per-
fect service for God. These are the fruit
of faith.—Prophets and Kings, p. 164,

5. Love—TIf we would achieve the high-
est degree of sueeess in our ministry in
bebalf of others, we must develop intep-
rity, energy, self-control. Jesus iz to be
our example, not only in the spotless
purity of Ifis life, but in His patience,
courtesy, gentleness, and in the wingome-
ness of His disposition.

Writing of our blessed Saviour, the
paalmist said, “T delight to do Thy will,
O my God; yea, Thy law iz within my
heart.” Ps. 40:8, “Love beautified and
ennohled all His actions. Love is of God.
The unconsecerated heart ecannot originate
or produce it. It is found only in the heart
where Jesus reigns. ‘We love, becanse
e first loved ws.’ In the heart renewed
by divine grace, love is the prineiple of
action, Tt modifies the ehavacter, governs
the impulses, controls the passions, sub-
dues enmity, and ennobles the affections.
Thig love, cherished in the soul, sweetens
the life, and sheds a refining influence on
all avound.®—S8teps to Christ (pocket
ed.), p. 69.

The End Approaching

“The end of all things is now close at
hand: therefore be sober minded and
temperate, so that you may give yourself
to prayer. Above all continue to love one
another fervently for love throws a veil
over a multitude of ging.” 1 Peter 4:
7, 8, Weymouth’s translation.
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As we look ont wpon this distressed,
distracted, and grief-stricken world to-
day, we can see clearly that the end is
rapidly approaching, while thousands are
on the very verge of the kingdom, waiting
only to be gathered in. What are we do-
ing to gave the logt in this erisis hour?
EBvery word, every act, shonld tend to ele-
vate, to refine, to ennoble.

The Last Message of Mercy

The threefold message of Revelation 14
calls out from the world a people of whom
it is said, “Here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of
Jesus.”  “They are holding in their
hands the bread of life for a famishing
world. The love of Christ comstraineth
them. This is the last message, There
are no more te follow; no mors invita-
tions of merey to be given after this mes-
gage shall have done its work. What a
trust!  "'What a responsibility is resting
upon all to carry the words of gracious
invitation!—Testimonies, Vol. ¥V, op.
206, 207.

The message that God hag given to this
people is not an experiment, it is not sub-
jeet to chamge. We need more light, but
not new light. Every additional ray of
light that God graciously sheds upon our
pathway will only make the old truths,
that through the years have beecome so
precious to us, shine forth with ever-in-
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ersasing beauty and lugter. “The faith
and feelings of men may change; but the
truth of God, never. The third angels
message iz sounding; it is infallible. . ., .
It iz as certain that we have the truth as
that God lives.”—Id., Vol. IV, p. 585.

“Suppose Christ should abide in every
keart, and selfishness in all its forms
should be banished from the chureh; what
weuld be the result? Harmeny, umity,
and brotherly love would be seen ag verily
as in the ¢hurch which Christ first estab-
lished, Christian activity would be seen
everywhers, The whole church would be
kindled into a sacrifieial flame for the
glory of Ged. Every Christian would cast
in the fruit of his self-demnial to be con-
sumed upon the altar, There would be
far greater activity in devising fresh
methods of usefulness, and in studying
how to come close to poor sinners to save
them from eternal ruin’—IJd., Vol. ¥, p.
206.

“Still the heavenly uwniverse is waiting
for channels through which the tide of
merey may flow throughout the world.
The same power that the apostles had is
now for those who will do God’s service.”
—dn Appeal for Missions, p. 32.

“Channels only, blessed Master;
But with all Thy guickening power
Flowing through us, Thou canst use us

Every day and every hour.”

A Call for Medical Missionaries

THE Seventh-day Adventist Church has
been given a complete message—a mes-
gage that if given in all its fullness, when
accepted and oheyed will fit its members
for the coming of the Lord. The world
is gick, physically, mentally, and spiritu.
ally, but the message we are to carry has
power to bring healing to all iis ills. If
any part of the message is neglected or
jgnored, complete healing ¢annot result.

Very early in the history of our ehurch
the health message was given to our peo-
ple. More than eighty years ago Mrs.
. ¢. White wrote, “I saw that if was a
sacred duty to atiend to our health, and
arouse others to their duty. ... T saw
that we should not be silent upon the sub-
jeet of health, but should wake up minds
to the subject.”~—The Story of Our Health
Message, p. 67.

Following those sarly days a comstant
stream of health knowledge poured from

the pen of Mrs. Wihte, and at the present
time this church has a vast amount of
instruction on health, which, when stud-
jed, practiced, and passed om to others
will bring rich blessings to the chureh.
“Genuine medieal missionary work is
bound up inseparably with the keeping of
God’s commandments, . . . This is the
ministry which God’s people are to earry
forward at this time. This miniatry,
righily performed, will bring rieh bleas-
ings to the church”_Testimonies, Vol.
VI, p. 266.

At times in the history of the third
angel’s message, the health work has gone
forward with great strength and power,
contributing its part in the development
of a people waiting to meet their Lord.

There have also heen periods of indiffer- .

ence and apathy to its great and impor-
tant messages. The time has surely come
for greater medieal missionary activity.
The end draws near; Christ s coming
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soen, As we approach the end the health
phase of our message grows in impor-
tance, World conditions today demon-
strate its importance. As a church too
many of us are indifferent to our health
message. Many of our people are still
ignorant of the health principles which,
if obeyed, would bring rich blessings to
God’s chureh and open paths and doors
now closed.

The Lord has blessed this denomination
with medieal mstitutions where heaith
workers are scientifieally frained to eare
for the sick, as physicians, nurses, dieti-
tians, and physiotherapists. As a result
of these health institution, hundreds and
thousands of such workers are found in
our ranks today. In many churches there
are scores of sueh qualified potential
teachery of health,

In view of the growing number of
trained msedical workers, there ls danger
that the majority of our chufeh members -
will feel inclined to excuse themselves
from responsibility, leaving the burden of
medical missionary work to this smaller
group. But we are told that “the medieal
missionary work should be a part of the
work of every church in our land” (Id.,
Vol VI, p. 289); and further, “We have
come to a time when every member of
the chureh should fake hold of medieal
misstonary work.”—Id., Vol. VII, p. 62.
While the medieal missionary work must
have especially trained and qualified lead-
orship, every member has a place in the '
medical missionary pregram, This in-
struction does not give any of us an ex-
cuse to shum our duty.

From the writings of Mrs, White I
guote: “I wish to-tell you that soon there
will be no work done in minigterial lines
but medical missionary work,”—Counsels
on Health, p. 533. .

“The health reform is omne braneh of
the great work which is fo fit 2 people for
the coming of the Lord. It is as closely
conneeted with the third angel’s message
a3 the hand is with the body. ..., To
make plain natwral law, and urge the
obedience of it, is the work that accom-
panies the third angel’s message, to pre-
pare a people for the coming of the
Lord.P—Testimonies, Vol. ITI, p. 161,

There is, therefore, a definite duty,
first, of the medieally trained {o instruei
and teach health prineiples and practices
to ehurch members; second, the duty of
each church member, including cur young
people, to seck for greater knowledge and
better training that each one may share
in the medical misgionary program of the
church.

“Many, even of those who profess to be-
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lieve the special truths for this time, are
lamentably ignorant with regard to health
and fcmperance, They nced to be odu-
cated, line upon line, precept upon pre-
eept, The subject must be kept fresh be-
fore them, Thig matter must not be
passed over as nonessential. . .. The con-
seience must be aroused to the duty of
practicing the principles of true reform,”
—Counsels on Health, p. 449.

A caution should here be given, sinece
probably there is no branch of our work
in which so many dangers lurk. Quackery
and faddism are rampant in the land.
Avoid following every “wind of doctrine”
in health. To do so will only bring dis-

Letters From Prison

Tur following story is a modern version
of Paul writing letters in prison, and
proves that a consecrated Christian is
uged to further the eause of Christ when
he is able to rise above adverse circum-
stances. At the outbreak of the present
war a young medical student of Aber-
deenshire expected to go to China, under

the €. I. M,, but became, instead, a com-
missioned offieer in the British army, was
taken prisomer in France and eventually
sent to a eoncentration camp somewhere
in Germany, Why? Here was an earnest
Christian, prepared for missionary sery-
ice, now immolated i & prison camp.
Here is the way he reacted. Tirst he
wrote: “I am here in Camp

We meet for Bihle readings, have prayer
gatherings and wonderfnl times together,
The camp is ripe already-to harvest.”
More letters followed, from whiech these
are excerpts: “Words fall to express the
joy of the Liord Jesus as He has revealed
Himself in these last few weeks, and I
thank Him for those whose prayers have
made this possible.

“God has blessed ue richly of late. I
now have a gospel meeting and hymn sing
every Sunday and a prayer meeting and
a Bible study every day. ... Quiet times
are hard as there are eighty-four men in
my rootn, I ask that what is going on be
made known to peeple who will thank
God for His blessing and eoncentrate
prayer on our difficulties and needs,

“These are happy days, the presence
of the -Lord Jesms being very real and
daily more precloms. The gospel meet-
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credit and dishonor to the work of God.
Our safety lies in following the blueprint
closely. The book Minisiry of Healing,
by Mrs. E. ¢, White, outlines a safe
health program for the c¢hureh. Tho
Medical Department of the (reneral Con-
ference stands ready at all times to give
coungel and guidance in eo-operation with
the home missionary leaders of the
church.

Preparation for medical missionary
work is & first responsibility. It is folly
to attempt to teach others or help others
physically if we know little or nothing
about it ourselves, “Let our people show

(Continued on page 18)
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ings are alive, and two fellows have come
to know the Lord, Pray for us, I feel
the need of more power to deal with
inward sin and for 2 more powerful testi-
mony. We need prayer that we might
be more prayerful, that the Bible might
mean more to us, and that we might be
as severe with sin i our own lives ag we
are in condemnation of it in others—
Missionary Review of the World, August,
1948,

¥

Does Prison Work Pay?

REGULAR visits to those in prison were
ineluded with other charitable activitics
when Jesus outlined the work character-
istie of those whom He will weleome into
His kingdom. To the surprise of the
redeemed, e will say, “I was in prison,
and ye came unto Me’ Matt. 25:36.

“But some of them in prison are there
for life, and we could never hope to get
them into the church,” ig an objection that
might arise. It seems such a hopeless
task,” “They won’t appreciate us,” “They
are not interested in religion,” and kin-
dred suggestions may summarize the atti-
tuda of many. )

The fact is, however, prisoners are more
susceptible to singing and Bible studies
then the average individual not found in
such forbidding environment. They are
for the most part mterested and really
appreciative listeners.

Some time ago ome of our brethren
began visiting the eity jail in his city,
and as a direct result added about twelve
members to the little Sabbath school
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there. Tt happened on this wise: A
prisoner who was nterested in the Bible
stndies gave our lay prcacher the name
and address of his wife with a family of
eleven children, He gent home instruc-
tions that all the children should attend
the litile Adventist church. Praectieally
the entire family attended Sabbath
school and brought visitors with them. A
later study in the home of this same
prisomer was attended by fally forty-five
persons.

Another inmate of this same jail, later
transferred to a State prison, wrote the
following words of appreciation:

“I cannot find words to express to you
the conselation that I derived from the
services of you and your co-workers while
1 was in jall, and it is my wish that God
may let Hig richest blessing vest upom
¥ou all in the service of is holy name. T
agsure you that I shall always keep in
remembrance the things that were spoken
to me”

An expression of faith i seen in a
letter of gratitude received from still
another prigoner. Ile says:

“T ean see the hand of God patiently
loosening the knots and straightening ont
thig hopeless snarl, because T have asked
Him to do so. And you, my friend, have
endorsed my request, and your dear wife
and friends havo also asked Him to see me
safely through.

“T thank you for your fellowship, your

beautiful songs; my felow prisoners
greet you. You are always in my
prayers.”

Some other denomination worked with
the same prisoners, and they tried te gain
favor with them by promising deliverance
through prayer, without a corresponding
effort at the ecorrection of their lives. The
natural regult was disappointment on the
part of the prisomers and ultimate con-
tempt for the religious workers.

Our brother met the questions on the
time of imprisonment and hope of release
by saying, “I am mot here to try to get
out; the Iiord will take care of that.
What T am anxious about ia that you learn
here how to Hive so that when you get out
yon wou't get back n again”

And, strange as it may sound, it
worked.—Home Missionary Gazetie.

W

‘W= do our best; then with perfeet con-
fidence leave the issue with God. And
then the lines of the face will grow
smooth again; the heavy heart light; the
mind, beget with anxious calewlations and
forebodings of evil, will be bnoyant and
free.—4. H. K. Boyd.
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Resulis of a Consecrated Chris-
tian’s Faithful Efforts

THE outstanding success of the apostle
Paul's work was largely due to his {rain-
ing of the believers to be his fellow la-
borers in the gospel.

T am glad to report that many of our
workers in Afriea are following this good
example and are ever keeping in mind the
statement, “God expects personal serviee
from everyone to whom He has enirusted
a knowledge of the truth for this fime.
Not 2ll can go as missionaries to foreign
lands, but all can be home missionaries in
their families and neighborhoods. ™ —Tes-
timonies, Vol. IX, p. 30.

T wish to relate the results of the faith-
ful efforts of a mative Christian woman.
While attending camp meetings during
the fivst part of the year with Elder J. G.
Siepman in the North Bantu Mission
field, it was my happy privilege to meet
this good sister in her home.

This woman was a very active mission-
ary in her neighhorhood. She never
mussed attending Sabbath school and
#lways brought others with her. She was
a real friend to the women of the neigh-
boring villages. Even the wife of the
chief had become a regular member of
the Sabbath school. The lessons she
Tearned each Sabbath were taught to the
chief and made him, a good Lutheran,
think more of his spiritual needs and the
needs of the people (two thousand or more
in number) of whom he was the leader.
The chief also saw Teal progress in the
children who attended the Seventh.day
Adventist school, a8 well as in the
Christisns who were Seventh-day Advent-
ists.

At the time of our camp meeting in this
chief’s area, he sent a man to tell us that
he wag very anxious to see us before we
Jeft the place, Our native worker took
us over to his place. We were invited inte
his lovely home, and he made a nember of
inquiries about our work, our belief, and
our educational system. We were then
asked if we would address his pupils in
the school near by. We agreed and on
entering the big school we found more
than six hundred students in attendance,
with a number of teachers. They zang
songs of welcome, after which both Elder
Siepman and I gave short talks. The
chkief then got up and gave the most
challenging appeal I have ever heard. IHe

said that if the people in his area were
lost it would be our faplt. Then
addressing the students, teachers, and
friends who were there, he said, “Tt iy our
duty to obey and beligve what the white
missionaries of the Seventh-day Adventist
church teach.”

The chief i3 2 man of good character
and ig doing all he can fo help us teach
his people. He has opened the doors for
us to enter and help them. The brethren
are now laying stromg plans for work
among these people.

All this has come about as the result
of the work of this conseerated Christian
woman, who has been faithful in rend-
ering personal service in the neighbor-
hood for several years.

J. M. HNatvsuyy, H, M. See,,
Southern African Division.

Vo

The Power of the Gospel

WE have a brother named Davamony
(a jewel of penance), the ouly som of
hig father. When Davamony accepted
the gospetl and turned from HMinduism,
his father came to him and said, “My
dear son, I pray that you do not aecept
the new religion, We do not want Chris-
tianity in our village, Our family gods
will become angry. Our village people
will despige us, If is a disgrace to be-
come a Christian. You please give it up,
You stay in our house. You need not
do any work. I shall give you free food,
and T shall also give you whatever you
want. Bven if you want another wife,
I shall seleet a girl for you. [The fa-
ther thought this inducement would turn
him against Christianity.] Please give
up the new religion”

Our good brother Davamony said in
reply, “My dear father, I will not give
up my Jesus. I want you to accept Him
as your Saviour, toe.”

This made his father very angry, and
he said, “In that case you are not my
som any more. You shall not stay in my
houge. Gel out as quickly as possible.”
The father asked Davamony’s wife to go
back to her father’s house. As a rule, in
many homes different members of the
family live together im their father’s
houge. So Davamony’s wife left her hus-
hand and went to her parents’ home, and
she stayed there for three months.
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Another day one of Davamony’s sisters
came to him and said, “My Dbrother, you
please give up that new religion. I shall
give you a gift of two hundred rupees
[about $63]. Please do mol aceept that
new religion.”

But Davamony said to hig sister, “I
ghall not sell my Jesus for the perishable
money. 1 will not, and T eannot, give
up Jesus. I want you, my sister, to be-
come a OChristian, too.” The sister re-
twned home feeling sad. Thus Dava-
mony wad rejected by his father, wife,
gister, and otker relatives. In spite of
this our good brother lived a Christian
life.

His father told hda friends and rela-
tives that his son Davamony had died
three months before; but the people found
Davamony alive, and they came and told
him what his father had said. Qur good
brother said to them, “Yes, what my fa-
ther #old you ig true. I was dead and
buried in the watery grave three months
agoe when I was baptized, and now I am
a new man because the old man is dead.”

One day Brother Davamony was sing-
ing some songs from his Christian song-
book. His father went to him very gently
and said, “My son, please sing those
gongs onee more.” Davamony sang some
of those songs to his father, and they
touched hiy heart. Davamony said to
him, “Youn please come along with me to
our c¢hureh, There you will hear some
more beautiful gongs,” His father agreed
to this, The following Sabbath the fa-
ther went to the Sabbath school with his
son Davamony and listened to the songs.
The father was very much impressed with
all that took place in the church that
day. At the cloge of the meeting the fa-
ther told his son Davamony that he would
also like to become a Chrisfian, What
a change has taken place in the old fa-
ther’s heart! This has browght great joy
to hig son Davamony. Now the old fa-

*ther is going to our ehurch regularly.

He is also very much interested in the
musgic and takes a great delight in it.
Regular Bible studies have been given
him, Soom the father wwill be baptized.
Thank God for the gospel message, whick
tranzforms lives in & wonderful way even
in heathen India. E. D. TmouMas.

W
A Remarkable Prayer
ONE of the most remarkable reporis
from the battlefield of the present World
War iy the account of the prayer of a
marine on the Solomoxn Islands, If iy con-

tained in a letter written by Lieufenant
‘W. Wyeth Willard, a naval chaplain at
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Guadalcanal, to his wife; and it tells how
he overheard one of the defenders of that
bloody battle arca praying on the eve of
an American attack against the Japanese.
The young man, whose name is not given,
pleaded: “Dear Lord, if anyone falls in
battle tomorrow, may it be I, becauge I
know Christ as my Savigur and Lord!
Give some of those poor fellows who do
not know Christ another ehance, and take
me, if it be Thy will, O Lerd!”

What a glorious zeal for the salvation

The Church Officers® Gazette

of souls! This young marine was so per-
sonally, vitally eager for the conversion of
his fellow moldiers that he asked more
time in which they might be brought to
Christ, even though it might mean his
own death. By contrast, we realize that
too many who call themselves Christians,
far from being willing to die in order
that others may be brought to Christ’s
grace, are hardly ready to live in Christian
testimony—The Walther Leaguc Mes-
senger.

* N\lssmnary
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Unstinted Gift of Leadership
(Concluded from November)

THERE wag no advantage whieh human
training and culturs eould give him which
could serve as a substitute for the expe-
rienee in self-forgstfulness, tenderness,
Iong-suffering, which wag given him by
hig training as a shepherd.

Of the need and wvalue of this train-
ing of the world’s greatest leader, the
gift of prophecy informs us:

“In all who have ‘been chosen to ac-
complish a work for God the human ele-
ment is seen. Yet they have not been
men of stereotyped habits and character,
who were satisfied to remain in that con-
dition. They earnestly desired to obtain
wisdom from God, and to learn to work
for Wim. Says the apostle, ‘If any of
you lack wisdom, Jet him ask of God,
that giveth to all men Iiberally, and up-
braideth not; and it shalt be given him.’
But God will not impart to men divine
light, while they are content to remain
in darvkness. In order to zeceive God’s
help, man must realize his weakness and

deficlency; he must apply his own mind

to the great change o be wrought in him-
self; he must be avoused to earnest and
persevering prayer and effort. Wrong
habits and enstoms must be shaken off;
and it is only by determined endeavor
to correct these errors, and to conform
to right prineiples, that the vietory ean
be gained. Many mever attain o the
position that they might occupy, because
they wait for God to do for them that
which He has given them power to do for
themselves. All who are fitted for useful-
ness must be {rained by Lhe severest men-
tal and motal diseipline; and God will
agsist them by uniting divire power with
human effort,

“Shut in by the bulwarks of the moun-

tains, Moses was alone with God. The
magnificent temples of Egypt no longer
impressed his mind with their supersti-
tion and falsehood. In the solemn gran-
deur of the everlasting hills he beheld
the majesty of the Most High, and in con-
trast realized how powerless and Insig-
nifieant were the gods of Egypt. Every-
where the Creator's name was written.
Moses seemed to stand in IIis presence,
and to be overshadowed by His power.
Here his pride and self-sufficiency were
swept away. In the stern simplieity of
his wilderness life, the results of the ease
and luxury of Egypt disappeared. Moses
became patient, reverent, and humble,
‘yery meek, above all the men which were
upon the face of the earth,’ yet strong
in faith in the mighty God of Jacob."—
Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 248, 251.

When Moses was ﬁnéllly diseiplined and
matured and trained for his great task,
he had learned the lesson of humility to
such a degree that he considercd himself
entirely unprepared for the work which
forty years before he thought himself
guite ready for. This is set before us
vividly in the follpwing:

“The divine command given to Moses
found him self-distrustiul, slow of speech,
and timid. Ho was overwhelmed with a
senge of his incapacity to be a mouth.
piece for God to Israel. But having once
aceepted the work, ho enlered upon it
with his whole heart, putting all his trust
in the Lord. The greatness of his mis-
sion called into exercise the best powers
of his mind. God blessed his ready obe-
dienee, and he became eloquent, hopeful,
seif-possessed, and well fitted for the
greatest work ever given to man. This is
an example of what God doos te
strengthen the character of those who
trust Him fully, and give themselves un-
reservedly to His commands,
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“A man will gain power and efficiency
as he accepts the responsibilities that
God places upon him, and with his whole
soul seeks to gqualify himself to bear
them aright, However humble his posi-
tion or limited hiy ability, that man will
attain true greatness who, trusting to
divine strength, seeks to perform his work
with fidelity. Tad Moses relied upon his
own strength and wisdom, and eagerly
aceepted the great charge, he would have
evinced Lis entire unfitness for such a
work. The faet that a man feels his
weankness, is at least some evidence that
he realizes the magnitude of the work ap-
pointed him, and that he will make God
his counselor and his strength.”"—Id.,
. 256,

The gift of leadership is all about ns,
Let us set about discovering it, training
it, setting it to work.

CarLyYLE B. HAYNES.

woow

Call for Medical Missionaries
(Continued from page 16)

that they have a living interest in medical
missionary work, ILet them prepare them-
selves for wusefulness by studying the
books that have been written for gur in-
struction in these lines. These books de-
gerve much more attention and apprecia-
tion than they have rceeived. Much that
is for the benefit of all to understand has
been written for the speeial purpose of
instruetion in the prineciples of health.
Those who study and practice these prin-
ciples will be greatly blessed, both physi-
cally and spiritually. An nnderstanding
of the philosophy ¢f health will be a safe-
guard against many of the evils that
are continually inercasing.”—Testumonies,

Vol. ¥II, p. 63.

Ir the providence of God, cur denomi-
nztion has a vast amount of health in-
siruction available o the layman. Bvery
member, or at least every family, should
own the book Ministry of Healing, by
Mrs. E. G. White, and possess an intelli-
gent knowledge of its contents. I is a
treaswre house of rich knowledge that will
bring blessings to bedy and soul when
studied and obeyed, Theve are other
books by the same author: Counsels on
Health, Counsels on Diwet and Foods, and
Medical Ministry—TNooks of great value
to seckers after truth. Our physicians,
nurses, and other health workers have
given us many valuable books with spe-
cific instruction on the eare of owr own
health and how to help others in times of
iliness. The Story of Our Health Mes-
sage, by D, E. Robinson, recontly off the
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press, is an inspirational volume, which
gives an excellent account of the early
history and growth of the health move-
ment in the ehurch. Tt could he read
with profit, especially by those who are
called to lead out in medical missionary
work in the ehurch.

Jouw F, BROWNSBERGER, M. D. |

(To be continued)
W

Survey of What the Year Has
Wrought

(Continued from pags 20}

You are locked fn a deadly conflict; vou
are at war with sin, Ne one dare expect
hig officers, the ministers and church lead-
erg, to do the work that God places upon
the shoulders of each church menther, What
is your field of service? You have a place
that you alene can fill .

Are you able to do lay preaching? Is this
your line of fabor? Then forward, brother;
hegitate no longer, Souls awalt your sexv-
ice, Do not fail them.

Yon, sister, what about thosge neighbors
who want Bible studies? Do not wait for
some well-equipped teacher. Talte the train-
ing yourself., Fiold coltagc meetiugs; give
Bibie studies wherever thore is an opening.

Is light and hone of eternal joy brought to
those shut up behind prison walla?  Have
vou remembered the outcast? Whose work
ig it to visit the jails. ithe nrisong. and peni-
tentlaries. there to preach and sing and
pray? Is that your field of labor? If it
ig, join the prison band and go forward in
the name of the Lord,

Are there sick among you, whose pain-
filied, weary, and long hours could be short-
ened and made light by loving, theughtiul

ministry? Are you the one who can give
that help? Dg not wait for others

See the needy. They himmger and shiver
with eold, They ream_ from place io place

Your place is there
with Porcas, Why withhold your aid?
Hveryone in her place. Arve you iu yours?
Hwell the ranks of Dorcas; jain your tal-
euts to your sisters : enlarge thal field of
service, D¢ not delay; press in now.

Win souls by correspondence, How many
times letters with snmiriiunal gtrensth could
Be ment In sysiematic effort to lead some
dear sgoul to Christ.  Where is your Cor-
respondence Band? Join it now if you can
write, and all your time Is not devoted to
some other branch of Christian service.

Those forelgn-speaking people. Ave they
made awarc that Christ Tesus soon wili
come? Do you gather in their children for
a story hour? IHawe trulh-filled pages of
titerature in their own fongue heen given
regulayly according to plan? Are they in-
vited to Bible studies, cotlage meetings, or
public serviceg? What are you doing for
the foreigner within your door? Join the
home-fereign band and work, Do it now—
if that's your sphere of service,

Boocks and tracls. periodieals and oam.
phlets. scattercd like the leayes of antumn,
wilf de thelr wovk silently and well Is
that the place to which God hag called you?
Better hasten, brother, sisier, TFall in with
the colporteur ranks. Advanee with the
army of the Lord Don’t put it off, There
is no better season.

Somewhere there iz a place for you, for
vour special talent in this lagt struggle
againgt sin, Find that place: fill it faith-

for ilack of sghelter.

fully. Make no excuse, hut work till Jesus
comeg in trinmph and giory, Then let us
all go home.

And so today let us survey the year that
is past. What have we donc for God? Then
with courage and consecration go forward
in soul-winning victory for God. Let us
double this church membership in one year,

W

ConRACE i the child of Fakth; and Paith
iz the daughter of Love—drthur W, Spal-
dimg.
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POWER FOR WITNESSING

Key Thought for Leaders: “When we bring
our heartd into wnity with Cheist, and owr
Hives into hormony with His work, the Spirit
thet fell on the disciples on the dey of
Pentecost will Jell on ws”—Testimonics,
Val, VIII, p. 2}6.

God's promise to His church, that ils mem-
bers should receive power that would en-
able them to become soul winners, i8 noi
contingent upon material resources, social
advaniages, educational privileges, or any
of those numcerous and, of themselves, de-
sirable qualities, hut rather uﬁ)on the pres-
ence 0f leavenly strength, wThe texi reads,
“Ye shall receive power, after that the Hoiy
CGhost is come upon you: and ye shall be
withesges unto Me both in Jermsalem, and
in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unte the
utlermost part of the earth.” Acts 18,

No one will contend that God's Bpirit is
given only to college graduates or to semi-
nary students. Flis presence and accept-
ance are for ‘““whosoever will” Atopement
wias made in hehalf of @l mankind. Those
who, among the nations of earth, yield their
lives to His sanctifying grace and mercy
will he cleanggd of thewr un-Christhikencss
and hecome ready for a bestowal of tbat
manifestation which ig Fig power to win
gouls—the Holy Ghost, !

The Iloly Ghast comes not ag & speclal
favor upon a select few who bask in jis
grace but upon all Christ’s disciples, thereby
empowering them—ecvery one—to wilness

for ITim.

This divine presence i8 bostowed accord-
ing te condition of heart, surrender to God.
‘The Hofy (host may c¢ome upon the poor
{who heard Him gladly) or upon the rich;
it will manifest litself through a college
professor or an ualettered shepherd; edu-
cational advantages are not prerequisite for
rereption of the Holy Ghost.

God pleads, “My son, give Me thine
heart.” It is the condifion of heart rather
ihan of pockethook avhich makes one ready
for the reception of heavenly power,

When the gift of the Spirit is besiowed,
it comes wpon ils recipient for the purpcge
of making him a witness,

Not all ean witness allke or in the same
place, or before the same Kind of people.
But all who have TIlis Spirit will Wwiiness
for Him. Absence of Witnessing is because
the Spirit is abgent. The Spirit is an ae-
tive, never-restin, power, which leads
Christ’s disciples Into soul-winning service.
You are God's withesg if you are Hig -is-
clple, He gives you His power for witness.
ing regardiess of youl position, condition,
location, education. So long as you are
among men you are His witness,

One man sits all day at hig cohblers
Lench mending shoes, but finds time 0 drop
words of courage that Dbind nup broken
hearts,

Anotlher builds houwsesd during the day,
and in the evening speads time with neigh-
bors, Dbuilding for God threugh Bible
atudies. .

A housewife keeps an immacnlate housge
bnt ecarries on such a soulful eorrespond-
cnce with lads overseas that she leads two
to Christ, .

A delivery man places tracts in the pack-
ages deposited in peonfe’s homes. praying
that some 'will accept Christ, By this means
ihree families ave induced to attend church
services, aand finally come lnto the fakth.

Piloting a ferry betwcen iglands, the
captain finds time to talk to his passengers
about Jesus, with the result that a church
i9 estabilghed on one of the islands he reg-
ularly touches, .

The Spirtt does not lead all to witness
hy equal means, but ali who have the
Spirit of God are in posgessgion of sufficient
power to bear withess for their Lord wher-
ever they are, i

Yon are Christ’'s disciple. You are to
bear wltness, Ie has given you the power.
Let that pewer uge you.

Pecember 9

FATTHFULNESS REWARDED

Key Thought for Leaders: “Whatever the
Rund finds to do should be done with thor-
oughness and dispatch, Faithfulnsss and
integrity n Mitle things, the performance
of little dutics and little deeds of kindnsss,
will cheer and gladden the pathway of life
und when our work on carth 13 ended, every
one of the Hitle duties performsd with fidel-
ity, will be treosured as @ precious gem
before God'—T estunonies, Vol. I'V, p. 591,

Faithfuiness in little things ix as impor-
taut as faithfulness in dig things. In fact,
Jesus said, “He that is faithiuf in that
which iz least is faithful also in much.,”
There are no nenesgentials in the life of the
trae Christian. .

A1l one time a minister questioned a lady
as to how she came to accept the truth as
taunght by Seventlh-day Adventists. Her an-
SWer was very sigmiticant: I suppose the

ublighing department would say it was
hrongh reeading. Of course, I had Bible
Readwgs for the Home Circle and I learned
the doctrines from it, Lut that is not what
interested me at firgf,” Then she went on
1o tell how she lived next door to a Sev-
enth-day Adventist family and watched
theiy daily lives. She noted their rcgularity
at 8abbath school and church services, their
faithfulness in attending prayer meeting,
and the order and Christisn atmogphere
aboul the home. 8he was so impressed with
the smooth functioning of the household
machinery and the kind demeanor mani-
fested by her neighbors that when they in-
vited her to attead ihe Sahbath school with
them she was ready to go fo seée what there
was in their religion that could oyder a
home like thaf,

. It is doubiful that ihis famify ef Advent-
ists ever knew of the influence their lives
had on this neighbor, hut in the kingdom
they will be rewarded for their faithfulness.

The miggionary activities of the remnant
chuxch are outiined by the Lord, both in
the Bibie and in the Spirit of prophecy, The
avenues of serviee ave many, and all are
esgentlal in ovder that the many and varied
clagses may be reached by the last invita-
tion of mercy. There may be some who are
inciined to feet that some of these activities
are unimportant. Others may feel that un-
less they can serve im some presumably im-
portant position, they wiill not be bothered
with the smaller things, To fake such a
position is disagtrous, both to the work and
to the spiritual experience of all who take
it. JFesus gladly accepted the most humili-
ating scrvice in order to make the last
mighty appeal to the heart of His betrayer,
ag well ag to the hearts of the other dig-
ciples. His condescension aud humility
were rewarded by the comversion of the
eleven.

It would, perhaps, have been distasteful
to many of us to enter into conversation
with one of low rank and character, Jesus
found joy in H, and the woman at the well
found the fountain spring of salvation. She,
in turn, brought the mesgage to her city. It
1¢ not the amount of missionary work done
that fs rewarded, hut the faithfulness with
wlich it is done. Many times the colipor-
tenr is tempted to leave the last house on
a2 tong and dusty road, because he is weary
and the distance iz great., And. anyway,
the othera have net Lought any books, and
why shoutd he belleve that they will at this
'agt house? He is urged on. however, by the
Spirit of the Lord, and is rewarded, for
nosgibly they not only buy the beok hut
finally accept the truth.

The Seriptural admonition is, “In the
morning sow thy seed, and in the evening
withhold not thine hand: for thou knowest
not whether shall prosper, either this or
that.” his is good counsel. Every be-
liever sliould be preparcd to spread the truth
in every way poesgible. Church Ifterature
camnaigns, periodical subserlptions, spectal
fiterature on specific topics, as femperance,
religious liberty, are all vital and important,
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but not suficient. It is equaily lmperative
that every housewife he supplied with lit-
erature to give to the cailers at the door,

Bvery factory or office worker going hack
and forth on the streetear or bus should be
supplled with suitahle piterature {o hand
out a8 the occasion gresents itgelf, Neigh.
boriy kindness is a littie thing in itself, hut
it bears & mighty welght in connection with
the gtanding of Seventh-day Adventists in a
communjty. Just a word of thoughtfulness
in ttme of sorrow, a4 bit of helpfuiness in
tlme of sickness, will many times break
down the most stubhorn prejudlce and pave
the way for Bible studies.

God has given fo ail at ieast one {alent,
and to evely man his work, “When the
appeals of the Holy Spirit come to the heart,
our only safety liez In responding to them
without delay, When the call comes, ‘Go
work today in My vilneyard, do not refuse
the Invitation. “Today if ye will hear His
voice, harden not your hearts, It is unsafe
to delay ohedience. TYou may never hear
the invitation again.’—Christ’'s Object Les-

sons, p. 861 J. O, MazsH,
December 16

REPORTING—A DUTY AND A
PLEASURE

Key Thought for Leaderg: “Angels hesp
« faithful record of every man’s work>’-——
Pestimondes, Vol. I, p. 198

What would you think of a goldier who,
while on special duty in the darkness of the
nlght, met an enemy, overpowered him, and
saved the camp from a surpise attack; yet
in the morning when coming off duty failed
entirely to report his experlence of the night
to his commanding officer? You would say
that whiie he mighi he a good soldier, a
faithful watchman, yet he was negligent in
dut% hecause he did not report the matter
g0 that neceggaly precautlon might he taken.

The church is eéngaged in a great hattle
for King Jegud. Many are on the firing Hne,
watching for souls. I8 it not right that you
should report your work whlie on guard?
The officers of the church must know how
the battle iz going, and they can know this
only as you repori your work, If you have
done spying in the enemy's camp and have
feft gome iiterature there, teil of it. If you
have taken a prisoner for Jesus, telf it.

An idea prevails In the minds of some that
they ought not to teli what they have done.
This is a mistaken idea which, If carried fo
its loglenl conclusion, wounid enfively dis-
organize our work and reduce it to hopeiegs
confugion, If it I8 wrong for one to tell
what he has done, it would be wrong for
all. No person would then take any re-
spongibility in directlng any lines of work,
hecause he would not know what others
were dolng., But the work of the Lord is
not 80 ordered, In Mark 6:30 we read that
the apostles, when refurning from a misgion-
ary tour, toid Jesus all they had done. An-
other good text on reporting is found in
Actg 14:27: ‘““When they .. ., had gath-
ered the church together, they rehearsed all
that God had done with them.”

Your report s mot hoagting but simply
a eonfegsion of what God has enabled one
of ¥lis willing children to do.

gentleman, whom we shall eall Mr.
Thomas, was onceé on board a ship, and down
in hig little eabin he heard the ery, “Man
overboard.” Tbere was a general rush to
the deck; but Mr. Thomas remained bhelow
and held hig iamp up to his cahin window,
The Hght from that window enabled the
sallors to cast the life line right to the
drowning man. It wag a gmall matter fo
hold a lamp to the window, hut someone hag
related the Incident. and it has Inspired
hundreds to be faithful in li¢tle ¢things. Is
vour pergonal report too small to pass on?
Be sure it is hig enough for God to use to
press another Into service, and in this way
you will he fulillling His command to pro-
voke one another unto good works.

We shouid never forget that it is God who
works in us hoth to wiil and to do of His
good pleagure, Whatever we may accom-
piish for the carl'ving forward of the work
of God 1s wholly due to the operation of the
Spirit of God, Let us say with Paui, “God
forbid that I sheuid giory, save in the cross
of our T.ord Jesus Christ.,” But et ns not
fall to make our hoast in the Lord, Let us
gledly tell tn othera what God accomplighes
hoth Tor us and through us.
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That ls what missionary regorting reaily
ts, It is telling to others what the Holy
Spirit 18 enahilng us to do. We should tejl
others that they may rejolee with us and,
through our reporting, be encouraged to en-
gage In service for the Master,

In the early days of mission work inm
Africa some of the misgionaries of other de-
nooinations desired to keep Seventh-day Ad-
ventists out of the terrltory. Thercfore
they requegted the government not to al-
fow Seventh-day Adventists to open any
mlssion stationg in South Afriea, The re-
quest went to London, In London leporis
are kept of the work done by every denoml-
nation in the British Wmplre, and thege re-
ports were ail iooked oOver by the officials
who had to consider the reguest, The re-
gult was that the request was refused, And
the reason given was thet Sevenith-doy Ad-
ventists were doing more missionary work
porportlonately than any of the other de-
nominttiong, How did those officiais know
that the Seventh-day Adventists were doing
moire migglonary work? Oh, someone had
reported it!

“A report is horne to heaven of every sue-
cessful effort on our Eal‘t to dispei the dark-
ness and to spread abroad the knowledge of
Chrigt. As the deed is recounted hefore the
Father, joy thrills throuzgh all the heavenly
hogt.”—Acts of the Apestles, n. 154,

If heaven kéeps sueh a falthfui, gccurate
report of the acts of every person, we cer-
tajnly cannot hring up any argument against
reporting, for it has its origin in heaven,
By reporting, we check up on ourseives, and
it usualiy stimulates us to do more,

God may use our reports in some special
wny. We may never know just how, but
If we pass in our reporig faithfuily in the
spirit Of gservlce, they are certain {o be a
blessing,

December 23

MISSIONARY EXPERIENCES

Key Thought for Leaders: “The seed has
been sown, end now 4 will spring up and
bear frudl. The publicotions distributed by
migsionary ioorkers huvs ewerted their in-
fluenoe”’—The Great Condroversy, p. GI2.

Some tivie ago one of our iay memberg
was soHeiting a husinessman for Ingather-
mgi In one of Nehraska’s sountheastern cities,
This man seemed unusually interested in the
Ingatherlng magazine and in the Binle. Thie
opened the way to send him further iitera-
iure, the Present Truth, and iater the Signs
of the Times, being used to create a greater
interest, This man read the papers with
interest, but the truth did not take hold of
his_heart. One day a daughter-in-jaw vig-
iled his home and was attracted to a copy
of the Signg Iying on the takle. She began

- to read from It, hecoming more and more

interested in what she found in the maga-
zine. Bhe asked if she might not have the
aper {o take home. Trom this time on she
became 8 reader of the Sigas, studyiag the
truths as found in the Bihle, Before iong
she Dbeeame a Dbaptized membey of - this
church, Whlle in attendance at the lagt
Nehraska camp meeting, she had the privl-
lege of reiating her experience and express-
ing her joy in the truth she had learned to
tove so dearly. She had been face to face
wlth much gpposition In the home, but to-
day_she is beginning fo witness the power
of God as it softens the heart of him who
made it go difficult for her to keep the true
Babbath of God, Does it not pay to foliow
up the interest created in Ingathering? We
may Dot know now the results of our con-
tact, hut the resords of heaven that never
orr wiil cause ug to rejoice in the eternity
to _come, for there wlii be fruit.

Becently we were priviieged to sgee bap-
tized in Nebraska four persons brought Into
the truth through the work of the Bihle
Study Correspondence Schooi, Some months
ago a family iiving in the c¢entral part of
the State enrolled in the school anmounced
over the alr., The wife enrolled against
the wisheg of the husband. He had been
studying the various philosophies hut eared
nothing for religion. The wife faithfully
foilowed the legsons and hecame deeply in-
terested. Somehow or other the earnestnessg
of this wife had its effect upon the husband
and he occasiomally studied with her.

Returning from the fieid one day, he found
his wife earnestly siundying the lessons,
Y.eaniug over her shoulder he read guestions
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from the test paper asking about the Sab-
hath, Ile then asked hig companion, “Wife,
what are you going to do ahout this? How
are you going to answer it?” IHer reply was
that if she answered It she wounld keep it.
That resgolution has been kept, and today
hushband and wife rejoice to he counted
memhers of the conference church in Ne-
hragka.

The work of the correspondence schooi
has been hiessed of the Lord., A score and
more have given their testimony favorabie
to the ®agbhath. Thud far, eight of our
students have been baptized into the church,
One has been reclaimed on profession of
fajth, ¥ive at the present tlme are known
to desire haptism, The Lord has biessed
thiz ministry of the printed pa,cive. Many
gouls will he garnered into the kingdom as
a regult of thig far-reaching plan. The geed
is now heing planted that wiil find itg cui-
mination in ¢ edpromise given through t(he
messenger of God, that thousands would he
converted in a day. Ought not every Sev-
enth-day Adventist to be carnestly engaged
in the hlessed responsibililty of gearchlng for
those who wiii be saved? This is our Qod-
given privilege, and every church member
expecting to eénier heaven will need to find
hjs piace In thls great soui-winning work.
From he Greal Controversy, page %12, we
jearn that in ({his day “servants of God, with
thelr frces lighted up and shining with holy
conseeratlon, will hagten from ;illace to place
to proclaim the meggage from heaven.”

H. B, ITAGEN,

December 30

SURVEY OF WHAT THE YEAR
HAS WROUGHT

Key Thought for Leaders:
“i‘Do momething, do it soon, with oll thy
mi}ght;
An engel’s wing would droop 4f long at

rest;
And Qod Himsgelf, inactive, were no longer
blest.
—Quoated in Tegtimondes, Vol ¥, p. 308,

The year 1944 has been one of the most
monmentous years in human history, Batties
have heen fought around the world; and
one-time conquerors, expelled from the land
that they overran, feel the humiilation of
defeat; oppressed peoples, ilberated from
bondage, joyfully set about rehubilitating
thelr country ; broken families hegin to fin
their way together; and mililong hreathe
free alr again,

What ahsut the arrival of our Lord? Has
1944 been a great year of victory for the
eburch of Christ? Valiantiy, men and
women on hard-pressed Chrigtian battie
fronta around the world have thrown thelr
wlhole souls into this final, this lagt-hour
drive against sin; they spare nothing—-
time, talent, energy, friends, homeg, ‘posses-
slons, have ali been gacrificed that the ban-
ner of Jesus Christ might float in triumph
o'er ail the earth, bringing liberatisn to op-
pregged multituedes who have long heen heid
enslaved, driven by hate and lust and greed,
eoerced at the wiil of a vast army of cruel
overlords sent by Satan to subjugate and
liquidate aii races of mankind,

Long has the confllet raged, and now it
surges townrd a climax. od 1s counting
on every Chrigtlan soidier to occupy his or
her place and to advance. Ringing along
the [ine, our orders have been ciear and
oft repeated to every man: Advance—dls-
lodge the enemy—forward !

. Where is your church In this great con-
flict? You are in the Lord’s army. Heaven
expects_exery member to {ake an aetive
part. Your brothers and sons, your daugh-
ters and relatives, your friends and neigh-
bors and fellow countrymen, many of them
ars captives of the enemy, bound by sin,
driven on at the hand of prejudice and
migunderstanding. .

Forward to the rescue of thege captives!
Whal has been your response to the hattie
cali? How many have been set free? Have
any of the liberated souls heen added  to
your ranks? Your company of Christian

, soidlers ought ever to he increasing, sweiled

by & constant influx of persons brought over
from the iand where sin hoids sway.

Thig s no time to wait for otherg to do
the work that has been assigned to you.

{Continued on poge 13)
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II. Why is courage needed?

Polishing Stones for the
g A Necesgary to suceess in life (MII

Temple
Courage
The Courage Makers

In days like these, when hearts are tense
With fear and hurt and dread,

How sweel to find some note of cheer,
Some precioug balm to gpread

Tpon the aching hurts of those
Beslde us in the way.

God grant us in a time like this
Courageous words 1o say!

There's grump and gloom and fret enoungh,
And thorng for all to glean;
But optimistic courage songs
Are few and far between,
There’s nothing like a song and smile
To put the “hiues’” to rout.
Lel’s reap a erop of courage from
The gloom that’s round ahout!

The gracious God, who jn Hig might
Formed both the world and you,
Hag grace and gkill and love enongh
To see us safely through.

God hless the noble souls whe find
A rose with every thorm,

A gtar to light the darkest night,
A song for each new morn! .

—Norme Youngberg.
Notes to Leaders

The opposlte of conrage is fear. For these
very days we read, “Let not youl heart he
troubled, neither let it be afraid.” Conrage
comes with a feeling of securily; it is an
outgrowth of experience,

It ig¢ the parents dally privilege {o sur-
round their children with a sense of “be-
longing” that will beget courage—courage
to meet temptalion, to live for God; yes,
evan to die for Him. How our bearty thrill
to the heroism of our Adventist youth who
stand Armly for principle in this present
conflict! DBut back of each courageous act
someone has planted in_the heart the seeds
that now bear fruit. Let us look weli to
our planting.

As you plan for and copduct this study,
make courage a very DPractical topic.

FLoneNcE K. REBOK.

Fourth Meeting on Character
Study

Courage

I WHAT is courage?

A, “That quality of mind which
enables oné to encounter danger

- and difficulties with firmness and
without fear and timidity,*

“It is the opposite of fear and
timidity.”

B. Tear is a most detrimental emeo-
tion and a leading factor in
mental diseases, Courage pro-
motes health and prolongs life.
MH 241.

., Fear characteristie of last days.
Tuke 2126,

D. Courage founded on comfidence.
Joshua 1:9; 2 Tim. 1:12,

497, 498); in God’s work. PK
164,

B. Children, to finish work in face of

greatest difficulties, mugt have
courage, GC §10.

C. Spirit of home molds character,

MH 384

D. Build into character now for time

of trouble. GC 622,

IIL. How develop courage?
A, Talk i, act it, live it.

1. What parents are, children wil
become., MH 371,
. Mother is firgt teacher. MH
378.
b, Parents teach continually,
whether they realize it or
not, R
¢. Courage 1z sbernmer virtue
father should enforce in
family. MH 391,
2, Teacher must he what he
wishes students to Thecome,
CT 65. -

. Help child really know power of

God—glves courage,
1. Tell stories of God’s power in
creation.
2, Tell stories of His care for
Israel.
. During plagues,
. Crossing Red Sea.
. Providing water and food,
. Pillar of cloud—shade by
day, light by night,
e. Crossing Jordan,
f. Defeat of enemies—Jericho
wall, efec.
3. Tell how Bon of God came to
SAVO UL
Sinleag life, triumphs over
temptation, miracles, ete.

[STRCIE ]

. Make real the sense of God’s pres-

enee.

1. Banish fear, which makes timid
child’s life a burden. Ed. 255,

2. Fix promise of Psalms 34:7 in
child’s mind,

3. Fear reveals unbelief, DA 336,

4, Jesus and disciples in storms
on Galilee, DA 335,

. Help child realize sincere prayer

connects him with mind of Infi-
nite; lifts suppliant above dis-
couragement and doubt, GW 320-
322,

. (ive child heroes of courage:

Noah

Moses

. Gideon

David

. Daniel

Three Hebrews _
. John the Baptist
. Paul

OIS e o Lo

9. William Miller

10. Ellen G. White

11. Present-day missionaries

12. Piomeers

13, Men in armed services who
stand for principle.

B, Keep before child Christ’s sure
triumph over Satan, with reward
to faithful

G. Build faith into c¢hild’s character.

1. Hope and courage are fruits of
faith. PK 164.

2. Knowledge of God’s past deal-
ings, appreciation of prophe-
cies of future, banish douht
and fear.

3. Personal experience,

a. Vietory over besctments,

b, Answered prayer.

¢. Protection from danger,

d. Leading in way should go.

H, Be firm with child,

. Firmness needed in “most diffi-

eult” work., Ed. 202,

., Firmness esgential in character

training. 5T 45,

. Lacking in character—indul-

gence, petting. 5T 45, I'E 28,

. Make rules few, well-consid-
ered, enforced. Ed. 290.

courage child.

. For want of, children become
disheartened, changeable, fail-
ures. FE 32.

2, Preserve self-respeet, inmspire
courage. Id. 201, 292,

3. Mistakes, faults, difficuliies.
conquered are steppingstones
to success. Id. 296,

4. Commend whenever can; make
happy as possible. CT 114,

5. Train child to expect tempta-
tiens—meet with courage.
FE 28, .

6. Determine to do right because
it is right. PK 490,

7. Better request than command.
Ed, 200.

J. Do mnot frighten child. (Bible

teaches “Foar not.”)

1, Ghost stories, goblins, wicked
fairies, ete.

2. Aceidents or experiences that
scare or frighten (avoid if pos-
sible).

3. Stories and pietures of wars,
atrocities, efe.

4, Fear of punishment—teach
obedience through love, not
fear.

K. Never allow yourself to become

discouraged.

1. Despondency is sinful and un-
reasonable. PX 164,

2, Lesson from {em gpies. 5T
876-378.

3. 8atan presents ging to discour-
age. Remedy: faith, prayer,
work, PEK 164,

»—agwxwmn—a
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4, Never express discouragement,
MH 251, 252,
L. Do not diseourage child.
1. Easily pleased, easily made un-
happy. MH 388,

2. Rule with kindness, c¢ompas-
gion, Matt, 18:14,

3. Better a millstone about neck
than to offend litile one. Luke
17:2,

4. Frequemt censure cyeates dis-
couragement, hopelessness—
often eoncealed under indiffer-
ence or bravado, Bd. 291

, Faglifinding fatal to effort.

Ed. 291,

6. Do not censure, but encourage
dull, ignorant child, Bd. 292,

7. Aveid public reproof and pun-
ishment. 14, 293.

8. Children with peculiar tempex-
aments not to be blighted by
diseouragement. Help by for-
bearance, sympathy. Strengthen
to overcome defects. CT 1186,

9, Your child needs courage. You
are the ome to give if.

=t}

Add to blackboard chart
(Bee August (GAZETTE}

CHARACFEER

6. Parents are responsible for the
character of their children—-by ex-
amyple and by discipline, FE 28.

TRAITS

4. Courage.

a. Founded on confidence,
Joshuna 1:9; 2 Tim. 1:12.

b. Necessary for success. MH
497, 198,
¢. Ncecessary for serving God.
PX 164.
d. Promotes health, prolongs
life. MH 241.
woow

War News and the School Child
BY LAURA GRAY

Mary, thirteen, brought home a good
report except Tor ome subjeet, social
studies, against which was written,
“Takes very little interest in what goes
on in the world.”

“Mary, how did you manage to fail in
that?? I asked.

“We had a test all about the war, and
I knew hardly anything.”

“Why not? We certainly hear emough
broadeasts,”

“L seldom listen,” she replied, a dis-
tressed look on her bright young face.

“But you should listen,” T aard weakly,
realizing this was feeble advice.

Then ¢leven-year-old Tommy eame in,
Hig report bere almost the same remark,

Why should this be—in a home to which
almost every news breadeast came?

“Aren’t you interested in your country’s
ward”’ I agked,

“Qf course, Mom,” he answared, “but
T get all mixed up.”

How could T hkelp the youngsters fo
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overcome thig weakness? As I thought
about it T realized that such a confusing
mass of names and events with repetitions
are broadeast over the radio that unless
boys and girly are helped a little we ean-
not blame them for shutting their ears in
gelf-defense.

An old serapbook of Mary’s filled with
pictures of those five babies up in Canada,
neatly pasted in, gave me an idea for
making & day-by-day serapbook. After
supper thal night their father and I
talked the matter over with the children,
and found them glad to start the under-
taking.

Two inexpensive books were bonght and
the work began. As soon as the paper
arvived there was a dash o look at it, and
claims made on pictures and maps. I,
too, made a serapbeck, and have found it
a greal help in understanding the eontin-
nally changing situations,

We aseleeted a pieture of President
Rocsevelt, gave it a page to itgelf and
left the next page blank-—to add items of
interest about him as they came along.
We did the same with Prime Minister
Churchill and other great war leaders, T
tacked up an especially clear map beside
the breakfast nook. After the paper was
read pictures and seraps of news were cut
out and pasted in the serapboolks. The
daily eartoon was in sueh demand our
serapbocks teok turns having it Re-
marks about the pictures naturally led to
interesting talks about the news, When
a place was mentioned we found it on
the map and tried to learn something
mare about it,

A few days after we started this
TFommy ran in beaming. “Today I know
all ahout tle Lease-Lend Bill—hardly any
of the other kids did!"” he boasted.

We ¢ut down on broadeasts, and when
we did turn the radio on we listened, in-
stead of using it as an accompaniment
for reading or conversation. When an
important speech was Dbroadeast we
dropped everything and gave it cur full
attention—exeept that some of us en-
gaged in knitting, sewing, or seme other
handiwoerk. The children are at liberty to
glip out if they wish, and they often do.
Buf more and more T find them remain-
ing, as their knewledge of names of places
and people and of the war aims of the
countries involved increases. It is my job
to steer away from the too horrible, te
stress the good—the eourage of cur armed
foreces and those of our Allies, and the
value of demoecracy.

The result of this family get-together
—listening to the radio—hag been won-
derful. Gradually the ehildren are being
led to take s real imterest in the history-
meking events happening in the world
today. Tt has clarified their parents’ own
understanding of world matters, too, and
has proved e be ancther link io bind the
family together in'a ecommen interest.

Tommy is making another serapbeok of
planes—all the different kinds—and is
alert for new ones. Mary has heen par-
ticularly interested in pictures relating to
the WAOS and WAVES, but more re-
cently “Praduction on the Mome Front”
hag oeeupied her. We have set aside a
bookshelt for our serapbocks, and we ‘eall
the ceollection our Vietory Library—Na-
tional Kindergarten Association,

December, 1944

Christian Fortitude in Action

BY CHARLES LEE PADTOOE

are to be stalwart, eourageous, and

true, we must somechow implant the
seeds of courage, loyalty, and determina-
tion in the hearts of the boys and girls of
today, The ehildren in our homes ought
to see in ug every day im the week, living
examples of Christian fortitude in action,
The boys and girls in ouwr churches must
learn that “with God all things are possi-
ble.” The little fellows playing in our
back yards must learn how to persevere—
to get up and try again when they fall,

How is this valuable trait to be built
into the lives and the hearis of our boys
and girls? In some countries they would
Irill & lion, eut out its heart, dry and des-
iceato it, and feed it to the children along
with their other food. That would make
them Honhearted. If courage comld be
bought in capsules or pills and taken as
the miracle-working vitamin concections
of today, we should all be willing to seo
that the boys and girls got their required
daily dosage. Courage cannct be bought
on the American market, or in any other
part of the world.

Some children have a long line of cou-
rageous ancesters, but not all are so for-
tunate. The child who has a ecuragsous
father and mothor surely has an advan-
tage, He not only hears about determina-
tien and perseveranee but sees his parcnts
calmly and courageously solving the prob-
lems which arise in the average home. He
sees their fortitude when perplexities or
discouragements come, He sees them de-
ing what to him, in his weakness, seems
impossible. Of course it strengthens him,
Maybe only one parvent will have this
trait, or maybe neither will possess it, In
tliat case the ehild may have teachers who
da, But if both parents and teachers live
and talk conrage, the child will grew up
believing that all things are possible.

One afternoen several decades ago, a
disconraged little boy came home from
school to tell his troubles to his mother.
The teacher had seni him home with a
note saying it was useless for him to go
to scheol—it was just a waste of time; he
way “addled,” and could not learn any-
thing. If that eourageous mother had
agreed with the teacher she might have
put the boy to work in some shop or on
o farm, and we might never have heard
of Thomas Edigen. She assured him that
he was not inferier te other boys, that he
too had brains and ability, and that he
could and would do great things. That
one gpeech did not change his life. She
lived and talked eourage; she directed
the lad, and inspired him to try and try
again. When even his father lost hope in
him, she kept the little flame of ecourage
burning in the boy’s soul.

Fanny Croshy, blinded in babyhood by
the family physician’s mistake, faced
plenty of obstacles, Yet an atmosphere
of courage must have pervaded the Crosby
home. It would be interesting to know
just what that mother £old her little pivl,
and what sort of life she lived. At any
rate, gomeone tnspired lher to the extent
that at eight years of age she wrote:

]IF the men and women of tomorrow
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“Oh, what a happy soul am X!
Although I cannot see

1 am resolved that in this world,
Contented 1 will be;

TEow many blessings T enJoy

That other people don’t

To weep and sigh because I'm blindg,
1 cannot and I” won'g

Her courage was breathed into more than
eight thousand hymns, which have been a
blessing to millions.

The Bible is largely a record of the
lives of men and women of courage, Im-
agine what courage it required for Noah
to work for a cemtury building a large
boat on dry land, in a cowntry where it
had wever raimed. Moses needed hope
and courage te lead the stubborn, weak-
kneed, faithless Israeliteg from Bgypt to
Cangan, Where did he get his conrage?
Faith in God and the knowledge that God
had called him kept him true; but where
did he get the courage for his task? He
had a faithful, trusting, hopeful, resclute
mother, who was determined that her boy
was not to be killed as the king had de-
creed; and who taught him faithfnlly
&urmg those early, tender yoars. Where
did Daniel and the other Hebrew boys
get their conrage? Im their character
building had been placed the qualitics of
faith and courage that could face the
fiery furnace and the lions’ den. They
must have heard a lot abont this at home
—they wmwust have seen real religion in
action, They must have had parents who
were courageous, trusting, God fearing.

One never gets entirely away from the
influenee of a Christian home and godly,
conrageons teachers,

I know a boy who is never defeated. If
he eannot go through an obstacle he goes
aronnd, But he gets there. Where did
he get that frait? In his home. Many
were the stories of comrage told to
him —gtories of Daniel, David, the {hree
Hebrews, and Egther. He loved to hear
about Lincoln,
Thomas Edigon, Columbus, Westinghouse,
Ajexander Graham Bell, Florence Night-
ingale, and others. He heard of courage
in story form; he saw it in action. Rain
did not gtep those parents from géing to
church, Some little difficulty did not
change their plans.

Books of biography should be in every
home, What inspiration has come from
reading of the Judsons, the Moffats, of
Carey, Joha G, Paton, Mary Slessor, and
many others. I have read agam and
again the lives of Lincoln, Gipsy Smith,
Booker T. Washington, George Washing-
ton Ogrver, Livingstone, -and many other
heroie souls, Of course, in an Adventist
home we should have the biographics of
James and Ellen G. White, Loughbor-
ough, Bates, and other piomeers. There
are many books of short biographies of
men and women who have done great
things for fellow men and for God. They
always inspire.

Some children meet every little diffi-
eulty with a sickly “I can’t.’”” That atti-
tude must be changed by precept and ex-
ample, We mnst show the child that he
ean. Qthers have, and he can. He knows
e can, and he will come to believe that
he can, And, of course, he must learn as
soon as possible that when man comes {o
his extremity, God will, if invited, step
in o help.

the Wright brothers,
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In listing characteristics essential to
suceess, none would leave out courage.
‘Whether or no} we think it essential, the
Bible and the Spirit of propheey plainly
teach that it is. Space does mot permit
a large number of quotations, but we read
in Prophets and Kings, page 164, “Hope
and courage are essential to perfect serv-
iee for God.”

Of the difficnlties which Israel must
meet in their jouwrney to the Promised
Land, Moses said, “Be strong and of a
good conrage, fear not, nor be afraid of
them: for the Lord thy God, He it is that
doth go with thec; He will not fail thee,
nor forsake thee.” Deut. 31:6. Read
also verses seven and twenty-three,

Similar ingtructions were given in the
first chapter of Joshma: “Have mnot I
commanded thee? Be strong and of a
good courage; be not afraid, neither be
thou dismayed: for the L.ord thy God iz
with thee whitherscever &hou goest.”
Verse 9. Read also verse eighteen, and
the twenty-fifth verse of the tenth ehap-
ter,

“Men of stamina are wanted,” we read
in Mindsiry of Healing, page 497, “men
who will net wait to have their way
smoothed, and every obstacle Temoved,
men who will inspire with fresh geal the
flagging cfforts of dispirited workers. . . .
Those who would win suecess mnst be
ecourageous and hopefnl. They should
cultivate not only the passive but the
active virtnes. . ;. They must possess the
courage of a hero to resist evil. With the
charity that endurcs all things, they need
the farce of character that will make their
influence a positive power.” That should
be evidence enpugh that we nead this im-
portant eharacteristic in our makeup if
we are to succeed.

It is not difficnlt to imagine the plight
of anyone in this topsy-twrvy old world
who has not genuine courage in his heart.

We must have it, and plenty of it,
whether in denomm&tlonal or secular
work, if we are to meet suceessfully the
problems of today and tomorrow.

v
The Folly of Fear

BY R. L. HUBBS

F'EAR s perhaps the most universal and
powerfnl human emotion. It is the great
spoiler and evemy of man’s happiness.
Like a shadow with a drawn sword, it
haunts both old and young. It paralyzes
the mind, blurg the thoughts, disrupts di-
gestion, extracts accuracy from the maus-
¢cles, roby life of its zest, happiness, and
joy. It is man’s greatest inteliectual ad-
versary.

While it robs millions of eartd’s inhab-
Hants of the delight of living, it should
leave virtually untouched the veal Chris-
tian., In the ninety-first psalm the con-
splation of “Ie shall give His angels
rharge over thee” blesges those who dwell
in danger. In the twenty-third psalm,
“Thou preparest a table before me in the
prosence of mine enemles: . . . surely
goodness and merey shall follow me all
the days of my life” gives hope to the
hungry, To those troubled ahout the fu-
ture Christ says, “Take therefore mno
thought for the morrow”; to the tired
He says, “Come unto Me and rest.”
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Asg one travels about, how few of the
thousands of people he sees are free from
fear. They are worried, amnoyed, irri-
tated, and anxious, But to the Christian,
¢ld or young, comes the word, “Those who
accept the one prineiple of making the
serviee of Ged supreme, will find perplex-
ities vanish, and a plain path before their
feet."—Ministry of Healing, p. 481.

We may sometimes feel that we have
given up mueh for our belief in Christ.
What wa have given up is mothing com-
pared to the peace we have received. “For
God hath not given ns the spirit of fear;
but of power, and of love, and of a gound
mind.” 2 Tim. 1:7.

Thus, while we cznnot save ourselves,
we can surrender ourselves lest we become
slaves of fear. It was Bryant who said:

He who, from zone to zode,
Guldes through the boundless sky thy cer
tain flight,
In the long way thal T musi mead alone,
Will lead my steps arighi '
—Condensed Trom Atlantie

Union Gleaner,
wWoowe

It Takes Courage

To live aceording to your convietions.

Te stand np for an absent person who is
being abuged.

To be what you are, and not pretend to
be what yon are not.

To wefrain from gossip when others
around you delight in it.

To say No squarely and firmly, when those
around you say Yes.

To live honestly within your means, and
not  dishonestly upon the means of
others.

Te dress aceording to your ineome angd
deny yourself what you eaumnot afford
to buy.

Te speak the truth when by a lttle pre-
varieation you could get some special
advantage.

To refuse to kmuckle down and bend the
knee to the wealthy, even though you
are poor.

To stay home cvenings and try to improve
yourself when others are out “haring a
good time.”

When mortified and embarrassed by hu-
miliating disaster, to see in your rnins
the elements of fanture success.

To remain in honest poverty while othors
grow Tich by questionable methods
which you could easily use yourgelf.

Not to bend the knee to popular preju-
dice, but to staud firmly erect while
others are bowing and fawning for
praise and power.

To be a real man, a true woman, hy hold-
ing fast to your ideals when it causes
you fo be looked upon as strange or
peculiar,

To be talked about and yet be silent when
a word would justify you in the eyes of
others, but which you eannoi speak
without Injury to another.

But it always pays.

—The New Success.

B
CounacE, hope, faith, sympathy, love,
promaote heslth and rolong life. A con-

tented mind, a cheerfui spirit, Ig health to
the body and strengih to the soul, ‘A merry
[rejoicing] heart doefth good like a medi-
cine.”"—Ministry of Healing, p. 841
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Messages to Modern Christians
(Concluded from front page)
toward men,’ they burned with desire to
carry the glad tidings of salvation to
earth’s remotest bounds, And the world
took knowledge of them that they had
been with Jesus. Binful men, repentant,
pardoned, cleansed, and sanetified, were
brought inte partnership with God

through His Son.”

But after a fims other things were
allowed to absorb their attention. Their
zeal for Christ and the extenmsion of His
message began fo wane. Thelr sin was
@& leaving of first love. Their religious
affections had abated; their apirituality
had declined; their joy was mnot so lively
nor their love so ardent as it once was,
and, notwithstanding their labor and
patience and external holiness, the Lord
rebuked them. How fearfully eommon
today is this decline in spiritual fervency!
The language of Christ to us all is, “Go
on unte perfeetion” ~Whieh of our
ehurches cam compare with this at Iphe-
sug, and whieh of them, ghould not hear
the words of Christ addvessed to them—
{Repent, repent”?

The True Gold

SoME years ago, in the Ivory Coast,
after the people heard the preaching of
a man named Harris, they destroyed their
idols and accepted Christianity.

They built a spacious church and pur-
chased a large English Bible, which they
placed in the pulpit. Unataught and iliit-
arate, they prayed and sang to God week
by week, and longed for someone to teach
the Bible to them.

A missionary heard of them and came
to visit them. He conducted a service in
the ebhureh, but since he did net teach from
the Bible the people did not accept his
message. Later a worker from another
ehurch called on them and invited them
to become members of the ehurch he rep-
regented; but ag he did nof teach from
the Bible the invitation was not aceepted.

Recently one of our members had ocea-
sion to pass through this town, He met
the Ieader of the group, and as they talked
he began to refer to the Bible. Our
member was using a Freneh Bible, buk
29 they compared the twe it was found
that the message wasg the eame from each.
Ag the Bible was studied the leader ex-
claimed, “You have the true gold, I muet
¢all all my peeple that they may know it.”
The other Christiang of the group were
called, They eagerly listened to the mes-
sage, for they had a great reverence for
the Word of God. Many expressed their
jov.

The Church Officers’ Gazette

“You have taken my own razor {Bible)
and ghaved me e¢lean,” one said.

“We have been walting for this for
years,” said another.

These people could searcely be per-
guaded to let our member leave them un-
less he would promise to send a mission-
ary. They are waiting anxiously for
someone to teach them the way of life.

J. CLIFFORD.

True to God

ONWE evening T was eamping in a trav-
eler’s bungalow in South Travancore. It
wag fen o’clock and T had. just returnmed
after a day in the villages. I was pre-
paring to retive when a youug man on a
bieyele rode up to the bungalow and
handed me & lettar. In the dim light of
the lantern I recognized the young man
as ons whom I had baptized a few days
before.

The letter was from our Indian evan-
gelist, stating that the young man had
been ordered from his home by memhers
of hia housshold who were bitterly op-
posed to his baptism. He had been
bsaten sevsrely with a broomstick to
hasten his departwre. For this young
man, following Christ meant giving up his
bhome and loved ones; yet Verampettan
was willing fo make the sacrifice, De-
spits being eajoled, threatened, and
pleaded with, Verampettan has remained
true to God snd is today happy in his
new-found hope of a coming Savipur

RoeraT H. Pierson.

Superstition, the Enemy of
the Gospel

BUPERSTITION 18 one of the greatest
enemies of the gospel in heathen lands.
Some time ago I paid & visit to the Vella-
giri Hills in South India, where we had
a number of Christiany living who were
seeking to work for those who knew not
Christ in the surrounding villages,

One of our members, a nurge, had been
freating a little village girl who had
been il for some time. However, one
day when she went to attend the little
safferer, the parents refugsed to let her
into the hut. The father and mother had
resorted to one of their old heathen cus-
toms of ecasting lots befors their deity
to see whether or not the child would live,
The “reply’” had been mnegative, so the
family refused te do anything further,
and superstition claimed another little
vietim, What a challenge to those who
bear the cross of Christ to press the bat-
tle courageously against the ramparts of
the evil one! RoserT H. Pimrson.

December, 1944

Confession Influences a
. Mchammedan )

AT the afternoom service in the Sev-
enth-day Adventist church in Siugapore
one Sabbath in 1938, fivy candidates were
being examined for baptism. One of the
candidates stood up and related hig ex-
perience, He had formerly been a chureh
member but had lost his way and had
grievougly sinned. During his apostasy
he had slandered and eriticized the mem-
bers of the ¢hureh. In his testimony he
confessed hiz sin and in deep humility
asked forgiveness. Following his confes-
sion he was baptized.

During the service a Mohammsdan was
passing the church and out of euriosity
stepped inside to see how Christians con-
ducted their meeting. No one saw him
enter or leave, but he heard the confes-
sion of the backslider and witnessed his
baptism, He saw the expression of peace
and joy that cams to the reelaimed man,
Two days lator be wrote the pastor of the
ehurch, W. W. R, Lake, vequesting Bible
studies. He said, “For many years I
have traveled in India and Malaya, seeck-
ing a religion that would bring peace.
When I heard the testimony and saw the
joy that came to the man in the chureh,
I knew he had in his heart what I
wanted. Perhaps that is what you mean
by Christianity. If so, then I want
Christianity. I want what that man has
in his heart” Affer some months of
earnest studies the Mohammedan man
was prepared for baptism and experi-
enced in his life the joy of sing forgiven
and g new life in Jesus Christ,

V. T, ARMsTRONG.

@he Church Officers

Grzetie

SUBSORIPTION RATES
United States and Canada

Yearly subgeription - - - - §125

Ciubs of two or more copies to one
address, one year, each - - - 1.10

Foreign Countries Where Exira
Poatage Is Required

Yearly subgeription - - - - 1.40

Clubs of two or More eo0pies to one o
address, one ¥eay, each - - - 1.25

HpIToR - - - o« -
Agsociate Editors
Robert G. Stricklond, Alfred W, Peterson
John L. Weaver
Asgistant Editors .
Grace D, Mace, Marjorie W, Marsh
Florence K. Rebok
BDTITORIAL COUNCIL
M, ® Xern - - - - H, T Ellott

ROGER ALTMAN

ARE TOU MOVING?

You should :
change of address, as the post office will not
forward_your papers to you even if vau leave
a forwarding address. Your compliance in this
matter will save delay and expense.

notify us in advance of any
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