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III 

Messages to Modern Christians- 
From the Seven Churches of Revelation 

BY ERNEST LLOYD 

Pergamos 

Achur

ch  ND to the angel of the 	in 
Pergamos write: These things 
saith He which hath the sharp 

sword with two edges: I know thy works, 
and where thou dwellest, even where Sa-
tan's seat is: and thou boldest fast My 
name, and least not denied My faith, even 
in those days wherein Antipas was My 
faithful- martyr, who was slain among 
you, where Satan dwelleth. But I have 
a few things against thee, because thou 
hest there them that hold the doctrine of 
Balaam, who taught Bala° to cast a 
stumbling block before the children of 
Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, 
and to commit fornication. So hast thou 
also them that hold the doctrine of the 
Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate. Re-
pent; or else I will come unto thee 
quickly, and will fight against them with 
the sword of My mouth." Rev. 2:12-16. 

Pergamos was a city in Asia Minor 
with many idol temples, in which the 
most impure orgies were celebrated. It 
was addicted to excessive luxury, and cor-
ruption, and was notorious in Roman his-
tory for its polluting influence. Very 
emphatically might it have been said, 
"Satan's seat was there," and that there 
he dwelt as in his loved abode. Yet 
amidst these abominations was planted a 
Christian church. It was not to be won-
dered at that in such a place persecution 
would be kindled and would rage against 
those whose doctrines and Christian prac-
tices were a constant rebuke to the whole  

city. In the persecution Antipas was 
crowned with martyrdom, and probably 
others with him. The great bulk of the 
church continued steadfast amidst sur-
rounding opposition and pure amidst sur-
rounding vice. 

Yet even here there were some ,who 
were exceptions to the rest, some that 
held the doctrines of Balaam, who had 
instructed Balak to seduce the Israelites 
into the lascivious rites of the Moabitish 
idolatry. By this we are to understand 
that some of the members of that church, 
while professing the doctrines of the gos-
pel, gave tolerance in some way or other 
to the corrupt idolatry of their city. For 
this the church was called to repentance, 
which they were to exercise and mani-
fest by bearing testimony against such 
sins, and by separating the transgressors 
from their communion. 

The lessons to be learned from the his-
tory of this church are two: the danger 
of professors of religion imitating the 
manners of the age in which they live; 
and the sinfulness in the sight of God of 
retaining ungodly persons in communion. 

In every age and every country the 
church has been exposed to peculiar trials 
of its constancy, consistency, and fidel-
ity, by the prevalence of surrounding 
evils, ever varying with the - circum-
stances of the times, but always existing 
in some form or other. In these lie its 
chief danger, and in avoiding them its 
chief difficulty. 

Writing on the danger of imitating  

worldly customs, Dr. John A. James 
says: "It is far more easy to reconcile 
ourselves to common and prevailing sins, 
than to such as are rare and infrequent; 
to follow the multitude to do evil, than 
to pursue a solitary or almost deserted 
path of sin. That cannot be wrong 
which so many and such reputable per-
sons do without scruple, is the false and 
fatal but common logic by which Satan 
deludes not only the world but also the 
church. But God's laws do not change 
with the times, nor does He lower His 
requirements to meet the relaxed and de-
generate morality of a lukewarm gener-
ation. We are not to be carried about 
with divers and strange practices, any 
more than with divers and strange doc-
trines; the morals of Christianity are as 
fixed and unalterable as its truths. To 
resist the tyranny of custom and the se-
ditions of fashion to wade against the 
stream of prevalent- example, this is no 
easy task—yet it is demanded of us all 
—but can be achieved only by an earnest-
ness of mind which amounts to a species 
of moral heroism. Vices condemned by 
all, improprieties which are disgraceful 
and involve a loss of reputation, are 
easily avoided; and virtues which are in 
universal repute, as easily practiced; 
but the sins which are attended with no 
disgrace, but on the contrary have 
changed their names into virtues, and 
are committed under a plea of 'necessity, 
are -to be shunned with aversion and dis- 
gust." 	 (Continued on page 24) 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 

of Missionary Volunteers 

NOTES TO OFFICERS 

M. V. Society Objectives 

THE Missionary Volunteer Society 
has been organized "to save from 
sin and guide in service" the chil-
dren and youth of Seventh-day Ad-

ventist families. These objectives can be 
aeli eyed only when all the natural in-
terests of the young people are fostered 
in a well-balanced program through the 
year. These natural interests of the 
youth are comprehended in the following 
several aspects of life: devotional or 
spiritual, educational, service, and social 
or recreational. Young people cannot 
eliminate any one of these without de-
veloping lopsided characters. It is im-
perative therefore for the officers of the 
society to choose wisely in the selection 
of the meeting topics for the year, and 
to plan carefully for the presentation of 
the different subjects, that the greatest 
amount of good may be accomplished. 

The leaders of the society should find 
frequent occasion to stress the Morning 
Watch, the Bible Year, and the Charac-
ter Classics. Prayer bands should be 
organized and systematically conducted 
throughout the year. The reading courses 
and the progressive classes should be 
given due emphasis at regular intervals. 
The Crusaders' Corps and other service 
bands should be so enthusiastically pro-
moted and directed that practically all 
the members of the society will be en-
rolled as active members. Then last of 
all, but none the less important, is the 
necessity for well-planned and carefully 
conducted socials and other recreational 
activities which will hold the youth to 
the church and save them from the allure-
ments and attractions of the world about 
them. 

"A large responsibility," I hear you 
say. Yes, it is. But the development 
and carrying out of these ideals and sug-
gestions brings about the most satisfying 
results of anything in which any sincere 
Christian worker might engage. May 
God give you special wisdom and grace 
as you take up your work as officers of 
the M. V. Society for 1945. 

C. LESTER BOND. 

Character Classics—Year II 
Now that we know how it works, and 

have followed it, we like it—this corre-
lated reading schedule of the Bible and 
the Spirit of prophecy. Year II is just as 
appealing; so order through your Book 
and Bible House a supply of M. V. Leaf-
lets 25-II, Character Classics, "From 
Trial to Triumph," to promote this plan 
in your societies. This new leaflet is 
printed in an attractive green, in folder 
form, and is ready now. 

JEWEL HATCHER. 

Annual M. V. Membership 
Enrollment 

Why? 

THE Missionary Volunteer organiza-
tion depends on its active, alert member-
ship to accomplish its worthy objectives. 
The annual enlistment brings a fresh 
challenge to old members and opportunity 
for new members to catch the vision of 
service in a thriving youth organization. 
A vivid sense of belonging to a worth-
while organization is a necessity to each 
member. Officers are also in a much 
more advantageous position to serve the 
members when there is a definite list. 
Who? 

Every youth of S. D. A. parents should 
be a member of the Young People's So-
ciety of Missionary Volunteers, either 
Junior or Senior. Interested friends who 
are not yet church members may become 
associate members. 
When? 

Many newly elected officers find this 
enlistment ceremony to be a. good way to 
launch this administration January 1. 
Others have discovered that September 
and October are good months for the en-
rollment because the school year opens 
then and the membership is more stable 
from October to October than from Janu-
ary to January. The essential element is 
to plan a definite enlistment period. Of 
course a membership committee will be 
looking for new prospects for membership 
all during the year. 
Where? 

Although members may be admitted at 
any regular M. V. meeting, there ought to 
be one special service when the M. V. 
Aim, Motto, and Pledge are featured, 
banners or posters of the same are dis-
played, and the bulk of new members are 
welcomed. 
How? 

The major enlistment service should be 
well advertised and preceded by vigorous 
work on the part of a lookout or member-
ship committee. Either application cards 
or enrollment sheets may be used, on 
which prospective members are asked to 
sign. The only condition of membership 
is willingness to sign the Pledge and 
comply with age and church membership 
requirements. See M. V. Leaflet 4 for 
different classes of membership. If the 
size of society permits, it would add color 
to the ceremony to have each new mem-
ber inscribe his name on the roll. A mass 
repetition of the M. V. Pledge, followed 
by a prayer of consecration, makes the 
ritual impressive. 

An attempt to place each new member 
in a definite service project according to 
his choice and ability will link the idea  

of membership to service in the mind of 
each Missionary Volunteer. 

There is a large field for new recruits, 
and 1945 should see a substantial in-
crease in signed-up, active members. 

L. A. SKINNER, 

Senior NI. V. Society Organization 
TEE policy of the church calls for the 

election of the following Missionary Vol-
unteer officers at the time of the regular 
church election each year: Society spon-
sor, leader, associate leader, secretary, 
treasurer, chorister, and pianist or organ-
ist. It is the duty of these officers to 
assume full responsibility for the conduct 
of the society at the first of the year. 

One of the first undertakings of these 
newly elected officers should be that of 
directing the Missionary Volunteer So-
ciety in the election of the auxiliary 
officers: Devotional secretary, educational 
secretary, social secretary, service band 
leaders, and ushers. In small societies it 
may be found necessary for some of the 
regular officers to carry auxiliary offices 
also, but in large societies it will be 
found a great advantage to elect other 
persons to serve in these capacities, so 
that the heavy responsibilities of con-
ducting a well-balanced program through-
out the year may be shared by many. 

All persons elected by the church and 
by the society with the addition of the 
church elder, missionary leader, and the 
church school teacher, constitute the ex-
ecutive committee of the society. The 
leader of the society is the chairman of 
this committee, and he should call the 
members of the committee to meet at reg-
ularly appointed intervals for prayer and 
counsel. These meetings should be held 
as often as the society meetings, and at 
least once each month sufficient time 
should be spent in committee meeting to 
arrange the society meeting topics, mis-
sionary work, study program, and social 
activities for the ensuing month. 

Naturally the officers in counsel will 
study carefully their work sheet, the 
CHURCH OFFICERS' GAZETTE, for here 
they will find a well-balanced outline of 
meeting topics with source materials for 
each month. It has been observed that 
the most successful societies are those 
that follow quite consistently the sugges-
tions given in this church organ. 

May you as officers find true enjoy-
ment and satisfaction in your efforts to 
perfect an organization that will help to 
bring about the conversion of the youth 
of the church and lead 'them in active 
service of God. 	C. LESTER BOND. 

Your Master Plan 
DOES the master builder attempt to 

build a house without a plant Without 
knowing the floor arrangement, the ele-
vation, the type of roof, (Turn to page 9) 
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World Fellowship Day 
BY L. A. SKINNER 

Order of Service 

OPENING SONG. 
WORSEip. 
REPORTS. 
OFFERTORY. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
SPECIAL Music. 
TALK : "The Greatest Youth Organization in 

the World." 
POEM: "Challenge to Youth." 
STORY "Paul Mamba." 
TALK: "What the Missionary Volunteer So- 

ciety Offers Our Young People This Year." 
INSTALLATION SERVICE for new officers. 
MEMRIORSHIP ENLISTMENT. 
POEM: "Frontless." 
CLOSING EXERCISES. 

Notes to Leaders 

In presenting this first program of the 
year, everything must be done to make it 
attractive and appealing. Banners or plac-
ards giving the Pledge, Motto, and Aim 
should be displayed. The special music 
should be particularly well chosen, and the 
items discussed should give a preview of the 
interesting activities anticipated during the 
new year. 

The article entitled "What the Missionary 
Volunteer Society Offers Our Young People 
This Year" Is merely a skeleton outline. The 
flesh and blood will have to be filled in by 
the local speakers, who should state spe-
cifically what definite activities are planned 
in each of these classes. 

You will remember, I am sure, that all 
servicemen retain their membership, and it 
would be thoughtful of you to mention 
them during this world-fellowship program. 
News items received from them will be of 
interest to all the society. 

For the actual membership enlistment 
ceremony, may I refer you to the officers' 
page of this issue of the GAzETTE? In har-
mony with our objective of enlisting every 
son and daughter of Adventist parents in 
our societies, it would be well for you to 
counsel with the church clerk and make a 
list of all available prospective Missionary 
Volunteers. A real effort should be put 
forth to interest each one in the Missionary 
Volunteer Society. 

The Greatest Youth Organization 
in the World 

THE Missionary Volunteer Society of 
Seventh-day Adventists is the greatest 
youth organization in the world because 
it is commissioned to carry God's greatest 
message to the peoples of the world, It 
is not in large membership, or financial 
resources, or earthly honor, or impressive 
buildings and equipment, or cultured 
leadership, that heaven rates youth or-
ganizations. All heavenly agencies are 
now mobilized to hasten the preparation 
of a people to meet their God, and the 
youth group that catches a global vision 
of living and giving the "everlasting gos-
pel" is "greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven." 

The organization of the Missionary 
Volunteer Department in 1907—thirty-
eight years ago—marked the beginning 
of an era of great expansion in denomi-
national endeavor. When the sons and 
daughters of the third angel's message 
were organized under the banner, "The  

advent message to all the world in this 
generation," they responded to the chal-
lenge. The foreign mission program was 
accelerated greatly, and the world mem-
bership of 80,897 in 1907 increased to 
more than half a million in 1944. Dur-
ing the same period the languages used 
in heralding the good news jumped from 
54 to 810, and the countries and islands 
entered from 78 to 413. Over 4,000 well-
trained, loyal young people have entered 
activity in foreign mission service, and 
many more have filled important posts 
here in the homeland. 

The continued importance of the Mis-
sionary Volunteer organization depends 
on the maintenance of a vigorous re-
sponse to God's challenge all through the 
ranks. An enemy is abroad today seeking 
to neutralize the appeal of heaven to 
youthful hearts. Through conditions of 
war, of luxury, or abounding iniquity, 
there is a tendency for advent youth to 
drift into a professional and indifferent 
attitude toward the tremendous issues 
facing mankind in this twilight hour. 
Everywhere Missionary Volunteers must 
give the trumpet a certain sound and 
maintain pressure on the evil forces all 
along the line until victory is achieved. 
Brilliant and unprecedented will be the 
manifestations of divine power through 
youthful lives devoted to the cause of 
truth and righteousness. "It is later 
than we think." 

Challenge to Youth 

To you--0 strong of heart, and young, 
Of buoyant step, and undimmed eye—

The challenge of the hour is flung! 
The voices of the ages cry! 

This is the hour for which the skein 
Of centuries has been unwound, 

The goal of that innumerable train 
Now dust of earth's great burial mound. 

The hearts of prophets and of seers 
Have longed with an intense desire ; 

Their prayers have echoed down the years 
For what your eyes shall see transpire. 

Search well your hearts! Gird on your 
strength! 

Soon, soon, the wine press must be trod. 
Up! to earth's utmost breadth and length, 

Go! Battle valiantly . . . for God! 
—Jessie IVitmore Murton. 

Paul Mamba 
PAUL MAMBA had been hulling peanuts 

all afternoon on a huge granite stone just 
inside the split bamboo uprights which en-
closed the mission compound and gardens. 
Now he was tired—what sixteen-year-old 
boy wouldn't be?—and as he stopped to 
rest he glanced through the fence toward 
the native village which hugged the jungle. 
He saw the' women coming in from the gar-
dens along devious winding paths. Paul 
squinted at the sun. It was well, he 
thought, that they were returning to the 
village early, for the man-eating leopard 
did not always wait until dark to begin his 
prowling. 

The leopard! What would Bwana do 
about it when he came back from safari? 
Would they have a big hunt? By the way,  

Bwana Dee was several days overdue. How 
Paul slid wish he would come back! Then 
Mamma Dee and all the mission boys, yes, 
and the village too, would be happy once 
more and— 

From the distance came a sudden cry of 
30Y. Could it be? Yes, there were Bwana 
Dee and his carriers even now coming up 
the hill toward home. 

But at worship that evening It was not 
of the man-eating leopard that Bwana Dee 
spoke. He told instead of his visit to the 
villages of the Kala tribe, and how they had 
never before heard of Jesus. They had beg-
ged him to stay with them, or that he would 
send someone else. "But, alas," said 
Bwana, "I had to tell them there was no 
one who was ready to come and teach them 
the ways of God." 

An eager voice interrupted, "I, Paul 
Mamba, I will go !" 

"No, Paul, you are not ready," said the 
missionary sadly. "You have been scarcely 
a year in school." 

"Of course, Brvana," he agreed, "it is 
little enough I know, but I would teach 
that in the little village where they have 
not heard." 

"No, Paul," and Bwana Dee shook his 
head decidedly, "the people are cannibals. 
I cannot send YOU." 

But that night as Paul lay on his mat, 
one of a long row of boys in the sun-dried 
brick dormitory, his heart yearned over 
those heathen villages. The God of the 
white man had changed his life, and at 
baptism he had received a new name—the 
name of a missionary. He knew that the 
Jesus way cleaned people UP, inside and 
out. He could teach that to the natives 
who had never heard. Had not God called 
Bwana and Mamma Dee to leave their safe, 
comfortable home in faraway,  America and 
come to live In the heart of Africa? Wren 
so now God was calling him, Mamba, to go 
to those other heathen who hungered for 
the gospel. And had not Bwana himself 
taught his boys that God had only one Son 
—and lie was a missionary? 

The man-eating leopard? The jungle full 
of unnamable terrors? Paul shuddered. 
Once he would have trusted his fetish for 
protection had be contemplated so hazard-
ous a journey. But now he had his new 
Friend, and his fetish had been thrown far 
out into the silent river. There would be 
witch doctors to oppose him at first, and he 
would have to stand alone. But he could—
yes—he, Paul Mamba, could do this thing 
for the white man's God who wanted also to 
be the God of the black man. 

Morning brought excitement to the mis-
sion compound. Paul Mamba was missing! 
Bwana organized a searching party. They 
beat through the jungle for miles. At last 
a prearranged signal called the party to-
gether. There, at the side of the path were 
crushed human bones and,  bloodstained 
strips of clothing. The man-eater had done 
his worst. Sorrowfully the boys gathered 
these and bore them back to the mission, 
where they were buried. 

"Perhaps it is better so," said Bwana 
sadly to Mamma Dee. "I fear Paul started 
for the Kala villages. This death was swift 
and painless, and that would have meant 
torture. I did not tell you, but the week 
before I visited there, these people killed 
and ate two traders." 

School closed. Vacation passed. Once 
more the boys were gathered for work and 
study. Suddenly one day there appeared at 
the compound gate a strange boy. He was 
ragged and hungry and dirty—but—no, it 
could not be! And still—it was indeed 
Paul Mamba. When he had been washed 
and dressed and fed, Bwana took his hand. 
"Tell me about it, Paul." 

"0 Bwana, I want you to see my class." 
"Your class?" 
"Yes, I, Paul Mamba, went as a mission-

ary to a people not of my tribe. I gathered 
many boys. I taught them all I know. 
Now I am come to learn more." 

"But, Paul, were not the natives canni-
bals?" 

"Yes, Bwana, when I went, but not when 
I came away." 

"And the language? How did you speak 
to them?" 

"I learned the Kale tongue, Bwana, as a 
child." 

"How many are there in your school?" 
For answer Paul unfastened a string of 

crocodile teeth from about his waist. "This 
many, Bwana," he said simply, "a tooth for 
every boy." 

SERIOR MEETIRGS 
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The missionary slid the teeth upon their 
rawhide thong, counting them. There were 
thirty—a few colored crimson! 

"These bloody ones, Paul'?" 
"Not blood, Bwana. Those we stained 

with the juice of berries. They tell of boys 
who want to be baptized." 

And remember, Paul Mamba was just a 
sixteen-year-old black boy only a few months 
removed from heathenism. My friends, do 
foreign missions pay?—Lora E. Clement in 
The Youth's Instructor. 

What the Missionary Volunteer 
Society Offers Our Young 

People This Year 
THE program of activities offered by 

the Missionary Volunteer Society is so 
varied and attractive, it appeals to youth 
of all classes. 

All Christian young people discover 
deep down in their souls a desire for 
spiritual strength to withstand tempta-
tion and exert a positive influence for 
God. The society offers devotional sug-
gestions in Bible reading and prayer. 
Religious growth and spiritual advance-
ment is encouraged in all members. The 
mutual benefit of group worship is of real 
value. 

Every normal young man and woman 
strives to succeed. A stimulating edu-
cational and cultural program by the 
society assists its members to reach a 
desirable goal. Reading habits are de-
veloped and experience in public speak-
ing, singing, and carrying responsibility 
is available through an enthusiastic Mis-
sionary Volunteer Society. The Christ-
centered education of our denominational 
schools is absolutely essential today. 

To be a witness for Christ, unashamed 
of the gospel, is the goal of every real 
Christian young person. Many need 
training and drilling in methods and 
means of winning men to Christ. In the 
association of experienced personal work-
ers with earnest Christian youth in serv-
ice projects, much help is derived. Com-
munity needs, both physical and spiritual, 
are a real challenge to every Missionary 
Volunteer Society. 

Young people crave association. Be-
cause of the high ideals of the remnant 
church, there is danger in careless associ-
ation with those unsympathetic with Bible 
standards. In the activities of the Mis-
sionary Volunteer Society Seventh-day 
Adventist young people may mingle in 
wholesome fellowship. The development 
of the social graces is of utmost impor-
tance to those who carry a message of 
reform to the world. True recreation 
planned by the society will bring relaxa-
tion and fresh zest to each member. 

Finally, when a young person joins 
the Missionary Volunteer Society he joins 
hands with comrades around the circle of 
the globe. This world-wide fellowship 
is thrilling to contemplate, a vast inter-
national service club-150,000 young 
men and women, their talent and strength 
dedicated to God and fellow man, welded 
together by the conviction that Jesus 
Christ is coming soon the second time. 

Installation Service for New 
Officers 

[Pastor or church elder should officiate. 
Call forward officers chosen by church. 
Pastor addresses officers directly.] 

You have been chosen by the church to  

accept the leadership in the Missionary 
Volunteer Society. I charge you to per-
form the duties assigned you faithfully 
and to th'e best of your ability. Rest 
assured that the pastor and church elders 
stand ready to counsel and assist at any 
time. You will find occasions of dis-
couragement, days of adversity, but 
commit your ways to Him, who failed 
not nor became discouraged. May your 
enthusiasm and enterprise bring a fresh-
ness into all society activities. May your 
personal life be so circumspect in its 
loyalty to heaven that by precept and 
example you can inspire faithfulness and 
devotion to the third angel's message. 
(Here a dedication prayer may he of-
fered.) 

Frontiers 
Tun shore that lies afar, the far-off land, 
The islands of the sea, each heathen band 

That long has waited for God's pioneer 
Is my frontier. 

The distant horizon that spreads away 
And reappears with each succeeding day, 

Wherein abodes of humankind appear, 
Is my frontier. 

The cottage shaded just across the street, 
The shops located where the highways meet, 

Or kindly neighberfolk residing near 
Is my frontier. 

Within the chambers of my humble heart. 
Where calm alertness play an eager part 

And trials arise, temptations interfere, 
Is my frontier. 

—George Clarence Hoskin. 

JOINT SENIOR AND JUNIOR 
TOPIC 

January 13 

The Advent Century in North 
America 

Order of Service 
BY D. a. ROBINSON 

SONO: "Saviour, Like a Shepherd," No. 304 
In Church Hymnal. 

PRAYER. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
SECRETARY'S REPORT. 
OFFERTORY. 
SONG: "Hark! Hark, My Soul I" No. 376. 
SYMPOSIUM :'The Advent Century in North 

ATIISTICS." 
SONG: "0 Let Me Walk With Thee," No. 

305, or "Pilgrims On, the Day Is Dawn- 
ing," No. 373. 

BENEDICTION. 

The Advent Century in North 
America 

ONE hundred years ago! The number 
of believers in the two main features of 
the Seventh-day Adventist doctrine was 
then pitifully small. Two of the advent 
preachers who had logically and force-
fully set forth the claims of the Sabbath 
of the fourth commandment, kept it 
themselves only a few months. In the 
spring of 1845 Captain Joseph Bates be-
came convinced that the seventh day of 
the week was still commanded by God 
to be observed as His rest day, and he 
became the first of its advocates to stand 
against the ridicule of his former associ-
ates, and to honor the day by example 
and by precept. 

A year went by, however, before the 
publication of a pamphlet from Elder  

Bates' pen, bearing-the title The Seventh-
day Sabbath a Perpetual Sign From the 
Beginning to the Entering Into the Gates 
of the Holy City. 

Among the first converts to the Sab-
bath truth, directly influenced by Elder 
Bates and his well-written pamphlet, 
were Elder and Mrs. James White, who 
wore married on August 30, 1846, and im-
mediately thereafter studied together the 
arguments presented by Captain Bates, 
carefully comparing them with the Scrip-
tures. Like the author of the pamphlet, 
they had the courage to stand by their 
convictions and to accept the new light, 
which by this time was being opposed by , 
leading Adventists. 

A BOLD PREDICTION 
A few months after this, on the first 

Sabbath in April, 1847, while meeting 
with a small company of believers in 
Topsham, Maine, Mrs. White was "wrap-
ped in a vision of God's glory," in which 
for the first time she saw the importance 
of Sabbath observance. It was revealed 
to her "that the holy Sabbath is, and will 
be, the separating wall between the true 
Israel of God and unbelievers; and that 
the Sabbath is the great question, to 
unite the hearts of God's dear, waiting 
saints."—Early Writings, p. 33. 

A forecast of a mighty proclamation 
of the Sabbath truth was also shown to 
her at this time. "At the commencement 
of the time of trouble, we were filled 
with the Holy Ghost as we went forth 
and proclaimed the Sabbath more fully. 
. . . And at this time God's chosen all 
saw clearly that we had the truth, and 
they came out and endured the persecu-
tion with us."—Ibid. 

SABBATH CONFERENCES 
A year later, in 1848, an important 

change in method of labor was made. 
Up to this time the believers in the Sab-
bath truth were visited in their homes. 
Now Sabbath conferences were appointed, 
where the believers near enough to attend 
assembled to study the Scriptures to-
gether. Thus link after link of truth 
was searched out, and the great basic 
truths centering about the Sabbath and 
the sanctuary were clearly seen. Dif-
ferences in belief were eliminated and 
a wonderful unity in doctrine was ef-
fected. 

First in the understanding of the Bible 
truths to be given to the world, and then 
in the methods by which these truths 
were to be proclaimed, there was mani-
fest the guidance of the prophetic gift. 
Many times in the Bible study groups 
when it seemed impossible for complete 
harmony, Mrs. White would be taken off 
in vision and, after coming out, would 
be able to give a clear, convincing ex-
planation of the Scriptures they had been 
studying, and thus unity was effected. 
In one of the later conferences in 1848 
she was shown the duty of her husband 
to begin to publish a "little paper." 
"Small at first," it would be, but destined 
to grow into "streams of light that went 
clear round the world."—Life Sketches, 
p. 125. 

The contents of those first numbers of 
Present Truth, published in Connecticut, 
in 1849, reveal a remarkable clarity of 
thought, force of expression, and logic 
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of argument. The thousand copies, wrap- 
ped for mailing by that little prayer 
band in Rocky Hill, sped on their way 
by post into the homes of many, who, 
impressed by the Holy Spirit, showed 
their interest not only by sending in 
means to pay for their publication but 
by wholeheartedly accepting the message 
they contained. 

LABORS OF LOVE AND FAITH 
Yet, think not that that message was 

popular, or that its acceptance was with-
out real sacrifice. In those days before 
organization they termed themselves the 
"little flock" or the "scattered sheep" or 
the "remnant scattered abroad." The 
first little collection of songs, compiled by 
James White in 1849, bore the title 
Hymns for God's Peculiar People Who 
Keep the Commandments of God and the 
Faith of Jesus. 

There was no treasury tithe fund for 
the ministers, or "messengers," as they 
were styled in those days. In a letter 
dated August 22, 1847, James White 
wrote: 

"I have been able to earn anent $25 the 
past six weeks. . . . When we have no spe-
cial work to do in visiting the scattered 
saints, I feel It my duty to labor with my 
hands, so as not to be chargeable to others 
This is a privilege to me." 

Sometimes, however, the Lord im-
pressed someone to advance money to 
pay their fare to meet an appointment. 

A BROADENING WORT{ 
Up till 1849 the work was confined 

to the New England States and New 
York. Then the area of activity began 
to widen. Elder Bates traveled as far 
as Michigan, visiting principally those 
who had been in the former advent move-
ment, to explain to them the reason for 
the disappointment and to tell them of 
the added light that had been found. 
On this tour he visited the Adventist 
company at Jackson, Michigan, and a 
thrilling report for those days was re- 
ceived—the whole company there ac-
cepted the Sabbath message. Among those 
were M. E. Cornell, later to become one 
of the leading ministers, and J. P. Kel- 
logg, one of those through whose sacri-
ficial liberality the Review office was to 
be built in Battle Creek a few years later. 

Let us note a few items in one of Elder 
Bates' reports of labor, He and Brother 
Hiram Edson crossed the St. Lawrence 
River into Canada and traveled on foot 
along the northern shore of Lake Ontario. 

A month later Brethren Bates and 
Edson reported that they had completed 
the circuit around Lake Ontario, and that 
during the four months it had taken, they 
had "left more than one hundred inter-
ested in the present truth, many of which 
confessed that the Sabbath of the Lord 
our God was clear, and began to keep it." 
—Ibid., Feb. 17, 1852. Recently I was 
talking with Elder C. L. Taylor, pastor 
of one of our churches, who told me that 
among those who heard and accepted 
the message from Elder Bates at this 
time was his great-grandfather. 

ELDER J. H. WAGGONER 
With no appointment to office or work, 

with no promised means of support, im- 
pelled only by the Spirit, other "mes- 

sengers" joined Elder Bates and Elder 
and Mrs. White. One of these volunteer 
preachers wont as far west and north as 
Wisconsin. He passed the torch on to 
another young man, John H. Waggoner, 
editor and publisher of a country news-
paper, who disposed of his business and 
began to preach the message he had ac- 
cepted. J. M. Stephenson, evidently an 
acquaintance of his, wrote for the Review: 

"In May last, Brother Waggoner walked 
nearly fifty miles,. that he might have the 
privilege of instructing me in the great doc-
trines of the third angel's message, the 
cleansing of the sanctuary, and the perpe-
tuity of God's holy day. . . . The evidence 
. 	was so clear and forcible that I em- 
braced it immediately, and have since that 
time been striving to keep all of God's com-
mandmenta"—Ibid., Jan. 50, 1853. 

The same correspondent relates that 
soon after this he received a letter from 
Brother Waggoner "praying that God 
might roll the burden of the message upon 
me, and urging me by the light I al-
ready possessed, and the good I might 
do, to engage without delay, in its proc- 
lamation." The earnest admonition was 
heeded, and another "messenger" went 
his way. 

THE FAMILY IN ROCHESTER 

Not all the voluntary hardship and 
sacrifice, however, was endured by the 
traveling preachers. The issues of the 
Review and Herald, which broadcast these 
letters and reports, were printed on a.  
hand press in Rochester, New York. If 
we were to look in at the office of publi-
cation, we should find a large dwelling 
house, one room of which contained the 
needed type and equipment for printing. 
The rest was occupied by the group of 
workers, constituting the family, pre- 
sided over by James White, then only 
thirty-one, and his wife, only twenty-five. 
The workers were such as today might be 
found in any young people's society—
George Amadon, seventeen, Uriah Smith 
and his sister Annie in their early twen- 
ties, and Warren Bacheller, who as a boy 
of thirteen joined the family. These 
are only a small number of the group, 
of which we might definitely name no 
less than eighteen. They worked for 
their board and room, and the barest 
necessities of life. 

Considering the ages of these earnest 
workers, some of whom had given up 
promising professional careers for the 
sake of the cause, it is not strange that 
the work for children: 	and youth should 
rest upon their hearts. In August, 1852, 
Elder James White published the first 
number of the Youth's Instructor, in 
which he urged parents to start Sabbath 
schools wherever possible, even though 
there be but two or three children in a 
place. This was the first suggestion of 
this branch of our work which has grown 
to such proportions today as to provide 
not only a world-wide school for Bible 
study 'but half of the support for our 
foreign missions. 

The editorship of the instructor was 
soon turned over to Anna White, a sister 
of the great leader, but younger than he. 
She also, before her untimely death, com-
piled a collection of 117 songs, entitled 
Hymns for Youth and Children. Annie 
Smith had a rare literary talent, which 
she dedicated to the writing of sacred 

poetry, nearly every number of the Re-
view for several months containing one 
of her poems. Many of these were set 
to music. Ten of these, including the 
well-known hymn, "How Far From 
Home," are to be found in our latest 
Church Hymnal. She, as well as Anna 
White, suffered from tuberculosis, and 
her period of service was very brief. 
The influence of the talented lives of 
these two young women upon the pro-
gress of the cause cannot be estimated, 
but it is certainly worthy of honorable 
mention, 

THE BEGINNING OF TENT MEETINGS 

In the earlier days meetings were fre-
quently held in schoolhouses. Seldom 
were the houses filled with the few people 
who came to hear the unpopular message 
our ministers brought. But by the end 
of the first decade the situation was 
changed. In May, 1854, when Elders 
Cornell and Loughborough came to fill 
an appointment in a largo schoolhouse 
at Locke, Michigan, they found that the 
building could not hold half of those who 
desired to hear. The preacher spoke 
from an improvised platform in the open-
ing from which a window was removed. 

This large audience led a few of the 
brethren into a discussion the neat day, 
and Elder White suggested that by an-
other year they might venture to hold 
tent meetings. Elder Cornell inquired, 
"Why not have a tent at oncer This 
seemed very desirable, but there was no 
ready fund for such a purpose. They de-
cided, however, to present the matter to 
the brethren in near-by churches. The 
first one responded with a gift of thirty-
five dollars, and before night the $200 nec-
essary for the purchase of a tent was in 
hand. One farmer said, "You will also• 
need a wagon and horses to move the-
tent from place to place. There are a 
span of horses and a farm wagon, and 
my son Albert, who can care for the tent. 
You can have the use of all for the sum-
mer free." 

In two weeks from the time the tent 
was first mentioned, it had been secured 
and was erected for its opening meeting 
in Battle Creek, on a vacant lot, and was 
filled to overflowing. The holding of 
tent meetings for a few days at a time 
in various parts of Michigan, proved to 
be a great success, and was the means 
of attracting hundreds to hear the mes-
sage instead of the tens that had com-
prised earlier audiences. Tents were se-
cured in other States with equally grati-
fying results, and this marked a new era 
in the progress of the work, 

Another important step in the progress 
of the cause was the removal of the office 
of publication, from the dwelling house 
in Rochester, New York. Through the 
liberality of four brethren a lot was se-
cured and a small two-story brick office 
was erected in. Battle Creek, Michigan, 
which was to remain as the headquarters 
of the work for many years. It would 
seem that during this first decade of work 
the fortitude and endurance of leaders 
in the cause were being tried by adver-
sity, poverty, and hardship. Loyally and 
courageously they had pressed forward 
against these obvtaeles. And now in 1855 
friends of the cause were raised up who 
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began to share the heavy burdens here-
tofore carried by the very few. The pub-
lishing work began to be self-supporting, 
and for the first time Elder White and 
the office hands began to receive a regu-
lar, stipulated, though still small, salary. 

SYSTEMATIC BENEVOLENCE 

But the support of the preachers was 
Mill dependent upon the charity of the 
brethren to whom they ministered. Of 
the desperate situation thus created, 
Elder White wrote: 

"Repeated disappointments are saddening 
and discouraging our preachers. They have, 
generally moved out expecting to be sus-
tained by their brethren in their arduous 
work ; but their brethren have often failed 
to do their duty. . . . Several of them are 
much sunken down under poverty, broken-
down health, and discouragement."—Re-
view end Herald, April 8, 1858. 

A few months after this a meeting was 
held in Battle Creek "to consider the sub- 
ject of a system of benevolence, which 
would induce all to do something to sus- 
tain the cause of present truth, and at 
the same time to relieve some who have 
given beyond their real ability." As a 
result of their study, the plan of sys- 
tematic benevolence, as it was called, 
was set forth and quite generally adopted. 
It called for a percentage on the value 
'of property from those who had any, and 
weekly pledges of a few cents a member 
from all others. This was the beginning 
-of a salary-supported ministry, though 
as adopted at first the plan brought in 
-considerably less than the tithing of the 
income. which was later adopted. 

The labors of the traveling preachers of 
the message and the circulation of the 
tracts, pamphlets, books, and periodicals 
by both preachers and lay members was 
now bearing fruit. Companies of believ- 
ers began to be organized into churches. 
Yearly meetings of the churches in a 
State were held, to plan together for the 
advancement of the cause in their terri- 
tory. In 1855 meetinghouses began to 
be built, perhaps the first being in Battle 
Creek, Michigan, which was erected by 
the little company of believers there, just 
before the move of the office from Roch- 
ester. Gradually steps were taken in 
organization. In 1860 the Advent Review 
Publishing Association was incorporated. 
It was in connection with this legal ac-
tion that it was found necessary to adopt 
a name, and after discussion the name 
of Seventh-day Adventist was proposed 
and adopted. 

During the dark period of the Civil 
War the steps in gospel order culminated 
in the organization of the General Con- 
ference of Seventh-day Adventists. In 
May, 1863, twenty delegates from seven 
organized State conferences met to trans- 
act the business of that first session. A 
constitution was drawn up and adopted, 
and a uniform constitution for the local 
conferences was prepared. "Such union, 
on such points," wrote Elder Uriah Smith 
in his report of the meeting, "affords the 
strongest grounds of hope for the imme- 
diate advancement of the cause, and its 
future glorious prosperity and triumph." 
—Review and Herald, May 26, 1863. 

THE BEGINNINGS OF SANITARIUM WORK 

Two weeks after the organization of 
the General Conference, Elder and Mrs.  

White were in Otsego, Michigan. He 
was much worn by overwork and anxiety, 
and a physical breakdown was feared. 
During the hour of worship at the be-
ginning of Sabbath, Mrs. White moved 
over to where he was kneeling, and prayed 
most earnestly for his restoration. The 
prayer was answered, though not by im-
mediate healing. Rather, instruction was 
given to her in vision, setting forth the 
causes for sickness, and pointing out 
specifically some of the laws of health 
that they had unwittingly violated. She 
was also instructed that it was a part of 
the ministry to teach the laws of health. 
The promotion of the work of health and 
temperance, which has grown to world-
wide proportions, with sanitariums and 
health food work, and represented today 
by hundreds of physicians and thoroughly 
trained nurses and dietitians, has proved 
indeed to be "the right arm of the third 
angel's message" and an "entering wedge" 
for the gospel message. It is also an im-
portant means for preparing God's people 
for complete sanctification of body, as 
well as soul and spirit, that they may be 
ready to meet their Lord. 

THE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM 

By the early seventies the cause of 
truth had extended to the Pacific Coast. 
The magnitude of the unfinished task in 
all the world was more nearly realized 
than ever before, and the need of de-
nominational schools for the training of 
workers became apparent. Battle Creek 
College was opened in 1874, the first 
among the 267 colleges and academies 
now in North America, which are fed by 
three thousand elementary schools. 

THE CHALLENGE TO THE YOUTH OF TODAY 

We have traced but the beginnings of 
the tree with its main branches. It has 
grown to a height where it is difficult to 
visualize the seedling that was planted 
a century ago. From one or two score 
of Sabbathkeeping Adventists to over 
two hundred thousand baptized members 
today, all potential soul winners. From 
three messengers, supporting themselves 
by manual labor or by meager offering, 
to 13,889 full-time gospel workers. From 
direst poverty to property values in in-
stitutions and churches of approximately 
one hundred million dollars. From one 
or two pamphlets and one eight-page 
periodical, offered gratis, to hundreds of 
books, pamphlets, and periodicals sold for 
seven and a half million dollars last year. 

Should we be proud of this record/ 
Have we individually and collectively 
done all we could or should? The dark 
counties in practically every conference, 
counties where there is no representative 
of our message of hope, the millions in 
our large cities who have scarcely heard 
the name Seventh-day Adventist, the un-
warned neighbors even .about many of 
our homes, constitute a mighty clallenge, 
especially to our youth, to consecrate 
themselves to secure an education that 
will fit them for service in the homeland, 
as well as to prepare themselves to answer 
the unnumbered urgent calls from the 
vast unworked mission fields. 

"Who then is willing to consecrate his 
service this day unto the Lord?" 

January 20 

Power Through Personal 
Devotions 

we EMIL H. KNAUFT 

Order of Service 
Soya: "Pass Me Not," No. 7 in At V. gongs. 
PRAYER. 
REaoRTS. 
OFFERTORY. 
Dugs: "In the Garden," No. 13. 
TALK : "The Need of Power." 
TALK: "The Power of Prayer." 
TALK : "The Morning Watch." 
TALK : "Devotional Study." 
SONO: "I Need Jesus," No. 14. 
BENEDICTION. 

Note to Leaders 
We would suggest that you obtain from 

the conference M. V. secretary or your Book 
and Bilge House the following M. V. leaf-
lets in quantity to supply your members 
today: 19, "The Morning Watch"; 24, "An 
Hour With Christ"; 16, "Senior Bible 
Year" ; 17, "Junior Bible Year" ; 18, "Bible 
Study" ; 15, "On the Ring's Highway" ; 
25-11, Character Classics, "From Trial to 
Triumph." 

The Need of Power 
IF we could pull back the veil that sepa-

rates the natural world from the super-
natural, we would see a severe conflict being 
waged between good and evil Angels over 
every individual in the world. Especially is 
this true of those who profess to be follow-
ers of Jesus. (Read of the struggle in 
Ephesians 6:11, 12.) We are warned again 
in I Peter 5 :8 regarding Satan and his de- 
termination to destroy us. (Read. 	How 
important it is that we be constan

) 
 tly on 

guard. 
Satan directs special attacks against the 

youth of the advent movement. He well 
knows that they are called of God to finish 
the work of preaching the message of the 
soon-coming Saviour to all the world. He 
knows that the vigor and strength and en-
thusiasm of youth are a mighty power for 
good; therefore the master deceiver is lay-
ing snares in every conceivable form to trap 
and to deceive them, and thus bring about 
their ruin, 

God calls upon us as young people to op-
pose the powers of evil. He calls for young 
men and women to fight manfully the 
battles of the Lord. His challenge is for 
you and me to carry aloft the banner of 
Christ and His truth from victory to victory. 
We must answer the challenge by rising up 
with hearts uncorrupted, and brave, to carry 
the battle against the forces of evil. 

We can learn many lessons from the ways 
of the world. For months the whole allied 
world watched with eager, almost impatient 
anticipation for the invasion of Axis-held 
Europe. But how few realized the exten-
sive preparations that had to be made before 
such a gigantic operation could have been 
performed. Millions of tons of food, cloth-
ing, ammunition, weapons, and thousands 
of vehicles of war first had to be shipped 
to England. Millions of men had to be 
trained and equipped. When the time for 
invasion came, everything was in readiness. 

So also must the Christian soldier make 
diligent preparation for his struggle against 
the forces of evil. Every means of strength-
ening himself must be used. "Stand there-
fore," we are commanded in Ephesians 6:14. 
But how are we to stand? How can we 
stand against supernatural powers? We 
are powerless and weak. To win the strug-
gle against supernatural forces, we must 
have supernatural power; and that is just 
what the Lord has promised to give us. 
Read Ephesians 6:10, 11. 

The question now is, how can we individ-
ually receive this power? How can we 
appropriate this divine strength that He 
has promised? The Saviour has not left 
us to struggle on alone. He has promised 
to stay with us. (See Matt. 28:18, 20.) 

The Power of Prayer 
THE first source of power that we will 

mention is prayer. We might ask our-
selves, How can we make Jesus and His 
and re-establish His children with a clean 



Vol. 32, No. 1 
	

The Church Officers' Gazette 
	

7 

presence real to us? This question may 
be answered by asking another. What 
do two individuals usually do when they 
are walking together? They converse 
with each other, do they not/ They talk 
about the things which concern them and 
interest them. So it may be In our walk 
with Jesus. When we realize that the 
Lord is our companion, we will talk with 
Him. This will make Him more real to 
us. This communion with Jesus we call 
prayer. 

Prayer brings power. Prayer is power. 
Prayer connects us with the Source of 
power. It is like a switch that connects 
the electric lighting equipment of a 
building to a powerful dynamo. Prayer 
opens the channel through which divine 
power from heaven's dynamo flows to us 
to aid us in the battles of life. 

"Much prayer, much power; 
Little prayer, little power ; 
No prayer, no power." 

An infidel once said that prayer is the 
most powerful force in the world, but 
Christians don't know it. If we realized 
what power there is in prayer, don't you 
think we would pray more? 

"The strength acquired in prayer to 
God will prepare us for daily duties. 
The temptations to which we are daily 
exposed make prayer a necessity. In 
order that we may be kept by the power 
of God through faith, the desires of the 
mind should be continually ascending in 
silent prayer. When we are surrounded 
by influences calculated to lead us away 
from God, our petitions for help and 
strength must be unwearied."—Messages 
to Young People, p. 248. 

"Prayer is the breath of the soul. It 
is the secret of spiritual power. No 
other means of grace can be substituted 
and the health of the soul be preserved. 
Prayer brings the heart into immediate 
contact with the Wellspring of life, and 
strengthens the sinew and muscle of the 
religious experience. Neglect the exer-
cise of prayer, or engage in prayer spas-
modically, now and then, as seems con-
venient, and you lose your hold on God. 
The spiritual faculties lose their vitality, 
the religious experience lacks health and 
vigor."—Ibid., pp. 249, 250. 

The greatest reason for lukewarmness 
in Christian experience is that the art of 
prayer has been neglected. If Satan can 
get us to neglect prayer, he knows that 
our source of power is gone and he has 
won an important victory. 

Prayer, to be successful, must have the 
element of definiteness. We will find it 
much more enjoyable to pray when we 
pray for specific things. This makes 
prayer effective, for we may actually see 
our prayers answered. 

Prayer bands are a source of spiritual 
power for the Missionary Volunteer So-
ciety. There should be several such 
bands in every society. In a successful 
prayer band all the members should en-
gage in the activities and devotions 
wholeheartedly. The band must come 
together with a definite purpose in mind: 
the spiritual improvement of each mem-
ber; the salvation of souls; intercession 
for the sick and the discouraged. When 
a band prays for definite persons, it will 
become a working band, for its members 
will develop a burden for the souls of  

those for whom they pray. The band 
may select one lost soul, then another, 
and another until each has given him-
self to Christ. Abounding joy will come 
to those who have a part in the prayer 
band as souls are won to the Saviour. 
What a transformation would come over 
a Missionary Volunteer Society if all 
prayer bands worked on this basis. 

The Morning Watch 
THE Scripture recommends that we 

pray always. (Eph. 6:18.) This does 
not mean that we must be constantly on 
our knees in prayer, but "while engaged 
in our daily work, we should lift the 
soul to heaven in prayer. These silent 
petitions rise like incense before the 
throne of grace; and the enemy is baf-
fled. The Christian whose heart is thus 
stayed upon God cannot be overcome." 
—Ibid., p. 249. 

How appropriate it is to begin and 
close the day with a little talk with Jesus. 
It is in the morning that we need to ask 
for fresh supplies of grace and power. 
We may ask God to impart strength to 
resist temptation and wisdom to discern 
the snares of Satan. Jesus will hear us 
and answer. This will give us the vic-
tory over many sins and temptations 
which otherwise would overcome us. 

The morning is the most ideal time in 
which to engage in special devotions, for 
then we are rested, our minds are active 
and alert, and we are most susceptible 
to the Spirit's voice. Before any other 
thoughts have entered our minds, we may 
take time to let the Holy Spirit impress 
us with holy thoughts. The impressions 
made in the mind in the early morning 
are those which will stay with us during 
the day. We must begin the day in God's 
strength. 

An essential part of the Morning 
Watch is Bible study. The Morning 
Watch booklet suggests a special text for 
each day's study and meditation. While 
prayer is the breath of the soul, Bible 
study provides food for the soul. It is 
important that we should talk to God 
through prayer, but it is equally as essen-
tial that we let God talk to us through 
His Holy Word. Prayer, Bible study, 
and meditation are inseparable parts of 
communion with God. Only by meditat-
ing upon His Word, and by listening to 
His voice during quiet moments of medi-
tation, will we receive the help that we 
so much need for each day. 

"The Bible is God's voice speaking to 
us, just as surely as though we could hear 
it with our ears. If we realized this, ... 
with what earnestness would we search 
its precepts! The reading and contem-
plation of the Scriptures would be re-
garded as an audience with the Infinite 
One."—Testimonies, Vol. VI, p. 393. 

It is not enough just to read the Bible. 
Let us ask ourselves the question: What 
is in today's Morning Watch text for me? 
How can I apply the thoughts and truths 
of this verse to my own experience? How 
important it is that we listen to God's 
voice and hide God's Word in our hearts. 
His Word in our hearts will keep us from 
sinning. (Ps. 119:11.) The Bible is a 
bulwark against the snares and wicked 
devices of Satan. It keeps us in the right 
paths. (Ps. 17:4.) 

After we have hidden the Morning 
Watch text in our hearts, we may engage 
in a few moments of unhurried, quiet 
prayer, and ask that these truths may 
find their place in our hearts, and may 
strengthen us for the day. This is true 
prayer, communion with God. This is 
an effectual way of studying the Scrip-
tures, and of observing the Morning 
Watch. 

Devotional Study 
(Read Messages to Young People, p. 

96, par. 2; p. 21, par. 1; p. 104, par. 1; 
The Great Controversy, p. 593, last sen-
tence.) 

WE dare not, at the peril of eternal 
loss, neglect the study of the Bible. Let 
us encourage one another to be faithful 
in the reading of the Word of God. We 
may do it by following the Bible Year 
plan. Another guide to devotional study 
is the Character Classics. This is a series 
of day-by-day readings from the books 
in the Conflict of the Ages Series of the 
Spirit of prophecy correlated with a day-
by-day reading of the Bible. This year 
we begin the reading of the second year's 
schedule. (See M. V. Leaflets 25-I and 
25-II, and explain the schedule for the 
first two years' reading. Supply a leaflet 
to each person who will follow this read-
ing plan.) 

This devotional study will strengthen 
us for the last great conflict between 
right and wrong. It will give us a better 
understanding of God's plan for this 
world through Bible history and proph-
ecy. 

"Our salvation depends upon our 
knowledge of God's will as it is contained 
in His Word. Never cease asking and 
searching for Truth. You need to know 
your duty. You need to know what you 
must do to be saved. And it is God's 
will that you shall know what He has 
said to you. . 

"0 search the Bible with a heart hun-
gry for spiritual food! Dig into the 
Word as a miner digs into the earth to 
find the veins of gold. Do not give up 
your search till you have learned your 
relation to God and His will concerning 
you."—Messages to Young People, pp. 
260, 261. 

24 PI 

January 27 

Youth's Problems as Related to the 
Second Advent 

The Second Coming in 

Prophecy 
BE EDWARD A. THUMPER 

Order of Service 

SONG SERVICE. 
SECRETARY'S REPORT. 
AN NOT/NCEINIENTS. 
OPENING Soso: "Sweet Promise Is Given," 

No. 548 in Church Hymnal. 
SCRIPTURE : John 14 :1-3. 
PRAYER, 
OFFNIUNG. 
SPECIAL MUSIC. 
TALK: "God's Light in Park Times." 
TALK : "Futility vs. Hope." 
TALK: "Modern, but Not New." 
CLOSING Soya: "Lift Up the Trumpet," No. 

541. 
BENEDICTION. 
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God's Light in Dark Time* 

In the earliest records of earths history 
God created a perfect place In which to 
live, and gave it to man as a free gilt. 
Man then walked and talked with God and 
was perfectly happy In the Garden of Eden 
God bad provided. A perfect God—a per-
fect earth—a perfect man to dwell therein! 
Light everywhere—bright. glorious light. 

But over this brightness came a shadow, 
slight at first, as Eve wandered away from 
the side of Adam, but growing darker as 
she stopped at the call of the beautiful 
serpent in the forbidden tree, still darker as 
she convened with him and looked at the 
forbidden fruit, darker yet as she chose to 
believe him rather than God, very dark as 
she actually ate of the fruit of the forbid. 
der tree at the suggestion of Satan speak• 
lug through that beautiful serpent, and 
Increasing to black darkness, indeed. when 
Adam, through his love for Eve, willed to 
follow In her evil way. 

It was a dark day for Eve and Adam--
very, very dark. No longer could they 
converse with the great, loving God whose 
companionship had meant so much to them. 
No longer could they remain in the beautiful 
Garden of Eden. No longer had they ac-
cess to the tree of life. No longer could 
they witness only life, for their action had 
brought death upon the world, and with 
death. dark, dark gloom. 

God could justly have lett them thus in 
darkness. Ile could have left them without 
hope. Rut lie didn't. lie loved them too 
much for that. in Genesis 3:15 we have 
the wonderful promise of victory in the 
end over the wrong course they bad chosen. 
Victory. not in themselves, but through 
the Son of God. bight! Light in a dark-
ened world. God new leaves ills followers 
without access to light. 

Further along In the htstory of earth we 
find God's people. Israel, again in darkness 
because of their failure to follow God. 
This time 11 was darkness of captivity to a 
heathen nation—away from their BOMB 
and the land they loved: away from their 
temple and the worship they knew to be 
right; servants to the heathen; bowed 
down under the knowledge that they were 
entirely responsible tor their dark plight, 
because they had deliberately decided to 
follow the ways of the world rather than 
the ways of their God. A dark period for 
Israel. indeed. 

Into this darkness God sent light. it was 
during this captivity of His people that He 
sent them the great 2800.year prophecy, 
giving them, is their darkness. another 
promise of light and groat love—actually 
light upon the pathway of times Truly, 
Into their darkness came a great light. 

Pull farther down the stream of time we 
find God's people bound down by a chain of 
manmade traditions that almost cow 
pletely obscured the light of God's true 
way. These traditions drew out of focus 
the great God's law of light and love. 
darkening its glory and the promises of 
salvation. At this time, too, God's people, 
while back in their homeland, were under 
the rule of the pagan Roman power. A 
time of great darkness. surely, for God's 
People. 

Into this darkness God again sent light—
the Light of the ages. Jesus, the Son of 
God, was born in Bethlehem—Jesus. the 
Light of the world. through whom salve. 
floe had been promised to Adam and Eve. 
and whose prophesied coming had brought 
light and hope to a people held captive In 
Babylon. Jams, the hope of all ages! Yes, 
God sent Into their darkness Light—none 
greater. 

But darkness mune again. The Hope was 
crucified. The Son of God was In the 
tomb. Oh, what so hour of darkness! Sot 
God sent light. the light of the glorious 
resurrection. He also sent the light of the 

fpromise of Christ. "I go to prepare a place 
or you.... I will come again: . .. that 

where I em, there ye may be also." John 
14:2, 3. 

Darkness came yet again. Christ's he. 
loved church went Into apostasies so deep 
that even the world recognised the time as 
the Dark Ages. Into thin darkness God 
sent the light of the great Protestant Rotor. 
motion and gave a greater understanding of 
the prophecies concerning His plan for 
man's salvation. About that time, too. Re 
gave the anal message to be given to the 
world. Here was Unlit that was designed  

to guide His children to the very end of 
time. 

Today. my friends, the world is in dark. 
nets. God is little known and less loved. 
Error is rampant. The church is largely 
baodIcean. The world is given over to 
vice. immorality, and corruption. Even 
the world's thinkers are appalled at what 
Is upon us and what is sure to follow. 
When the world recognises darkness, things 
are dark, indeed. It is into Just such a 
darkness that we can reasonably expect 
God (Judging from His promises and His 
working in the past times of darkness) 
to send great light. It Is reasonable. I say, 
to look for God s promise that His Son will 
come in all Ills own glory, all the glory of 
Ills Father. and all the glory of all the holy 
angels with Him, to take Ili, people out 
of darkness into light— to come and keep 

 His promise to take His people home. It 
Is promised. It has been the hope of the 
ages. It is reasonable. Christ re coming! 

Futility vs. Hope 

READ Emlesiastes 1:3-7, 9, 10. 
The preacher was right. Things in 

general, as we Observe them, aro entirely 
futile. 

Take the natural world as an example. 
The son rises in the east each morning, 
reaches the zenith at noon, sets in the 
west -day after day—ovor and over 
again. The winds blow southward, are 
warmed, rise, blow northward, aro cooled, 
descend—only to blow southward, be 
warmed, rise, blow northward, be cooled, 
descend, and blow southward again. A 
nevor.ending cycle. The springs give  
forth water to the creeks, the creeks flow 
into the rivers, the riven into the seas, 
from whence the clouds are formed. The 
clouds give the showers to the earth, fill 
up the springs again, only to follow the 
same course into creeks, riven, seas, 
clouds, and springs again. It seems to 
be a law of the natural world; as the 
preacher said, there is nothing that is 
absolutely new. 

The preacher was right, too, in apply- 
ing this futility to man's generations.. 
Each day one arises, performs hie morn- 
ing duties, eats Lie breakfast, goes to 
his work, whatever that may be, eats his 
luncheon, continues his work throughout 
the afternoon, eats his dinner, and spends 
the evening in the way that has become 
his routine. The same program over and 
over again, day after day. 

Life itself is a routine. All must fol-
low it. Ono is born, goes through baby-
hood, childhood, youth, middle age, and 
old ago. It is inescapable until one 
reaches the final stage for all—death. 

Generation follows upon generation, 
and there is no change. Truly, the 
preacher was right; there is nothing 
new. To the' extent of human science 
and knowledge, all things are futile, life 
is a humdrum routine, and death and the 
grave is the end of all for all. 

But what a difference the Christian 
hope makes. Your Bible says, "God is 
love." Christ dwelling in the heart fills 
the person with love. Love changes the 
whole picture. The moat humble and 
routine things become a pleasure. At the 
close of life, such a ono has the assur- 
ance that ho has not reached the end of 
all. The indwelling Christ, the Author 
of love, makes all the difference. 

The Christian hope looks forward to a 
returning Christ. Christ must come 
again, or the hope is vain. If the hope 
is vain, what is there in the world to  

merit any continuance? Without the 
Christian hope in a returning Saviour to 
right the wrongs of earth, there is noth-
ing. Surely, what has been promised 
and prophesied is reasonable. Jesus is 
coming again. 

Modem—but Not New 
Somirrnt Es, when we talk with those 

around us, we are plagued with their ridi-
cule at our old-fashioneduess in believing 
some of the cardinal doctrine of our 
faith, especially those that deal with an 
and of the world and the return of our 
Saviour. 

On the other hand, we are sometimes 
accused of believing some new and un-
tried teaching. 

We know our' beliefs aro true, tieing 
founded upon the authority of the un-
changing Word of God. We know, too, 
that they are modern. We know, too, 
that with all of their modernness, they 
aro not new or untried teachings. But 
with all of this knowledge, wo often fail 
to defend our God-given beliefs and to 
present them to others in a reasonable 
and convincing way. 

Is our belief in the second cominf of 
Jesus newt Well, it was promise to 
Adam. (Gen. 3:15.) The Old Testa-
ment folks believed it. Enoch (Jude 14, 
15), Job (Job 19:25.27), David (Ps. 96: 
9.13; 50:3), and Isaiah (Ian. 26:21; 
40:10; 66:15), for instance, all wrote of 
it. Christ's own disciples looked for it, 
as testified Peter (2 Peter 1:16) and John 
(Rev. 22:20). Paul, probably the great-
est preacher of all times, mentioned it fre-
quently. It is mentioned in the Bible 
more than 2,500 tittles. Is it newt No. 
It is almost as old as the earths 

On the other hand, our belief in the 
second coming of Jesus, even though it 
is not now, cannot be old-fashioned. It 
is to be the final climax of this earth's 
history. Tied up with it are all the re-
wards and punishments for all time. Con-
netted with it is the culmination of all 
the hopes of all ages. It can never bo 
old-fashioned. As the days and weeks 
and months pass, it become' ever more 
modern. Moment by moment we are ap- 
proaching the great climax of all things 
for all ages. The doctrine of the second 
coming of Jesus will ever be the most 
modern of all modern things. 

Some tell us that it is not reasonable 
to believe that Jesus is coining again. 
Is that so? No one will question the 
fact that the world is very wicked. Pew 
will cling to the old saying, "Every day 
in every way it is getting better and 
bettor." Even those who are planning 
the postwar world of everlasting peace 
and prosperity all have to admit that 
they are clutching, in their distress, much 
as a drowning man will clutch for any 
support, however feeble and inadequate. 
True, we all hope for a better world, but 
we are all forced to admit that it gets 
worse and worse instead of better. 

Now, isn't it reasonable to believe that 
a loving Father -would call a halt to all 
this injustice and misery, and someday 
end the struggle? Would Ile not be wise 
to do sof Is it unreasonable to believe 
that such a Father would wish to elimi-
nate all these terrible things around us 
and reestablish His children with a clean 
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sheet, with all temptations and troubles 
removed from them? Since He has this 
power, would He not be merciful to exer-
cise it in our behalf I Is it not reason-
able to believe that sometime the all-
powerful Creator of all will have had 
enough of error and strivings and sick-
ness and sadness, and call it enough and 
end it all? Certainly it is! 

Are we preaching gloom when we 
preach an absolute destruction of this 
world? I think not. The worse a thing 
is, the less sad we are likely to be when 
it is destroyed. With the world admit-
tedly getting worse and worse, its immi-
nent destruction could not be gloomy. It 
must be bright. It must be especially 
bright since it is connected with Jesus' 
coming to set up a reign in which all 
these things that are bad and growing 
worse will be eliminated. Gloomy? No. 
It is so bright it is glorious. 

There's optimism, too, in God's plan. 
What optimism is there in the idea of 
letting the world go on as it is? 

There's reasonableness in God's plan. 
What reason is there for this awful con-
dition in which we find ourselves to con-
tinue 

In every newspaper we read of men 
groping for some way out of the present 
situation. Wherever we are, we hear the 
same thing. Why should we not give 
them God's optimistic, reasonable, glori-
ous plan? 

Now, what are we going to do about 
this age-old yet modern belief? Are we 
going to stand idly by and feel uncom-
fortable while it is by-passed, ignored, 
and ridiculed? Is that the commission 
God has given us as His ambassadors/ 
We ought to carry out God's commission 
to give His message to all the world with-
out the slightest bit of fear or timidity. 
Why should we leave Satan as the only 
one on the offensive? How soon would 
our nation win the present world strug-
gle by staying always on the defensive? 
Should we not stand up for our God as 
valiantly as we do for our nation? Let's 
be more militant and aggressive. We 
have the most vital message of all time 
for the world. It is essential that the 
world know about it in its fullness. It 
is becoming more essential right along 
because the time is ever drawing nearer 
when the world will see Jesus in all His 
glory. It isn't a time to be timid. It 
isn't a time to be silent. It is a time to 
go forth militantly and aggressively to 
tell the world what we believe and why 
we believe it. It is a time to give the 
world, as God's ambassadors, a "Thus 
saith the Scriptures" to defeat the devil's 
arguments. It is a time to show the 
world, as you can easily do, that it is 
reasonable that Jesus will come soon. 

You are God's messenger. Through 
your message God will greatly bless and 
benefit the world. You be courageous. 
You be faithful. You be aggressive. You 
fight the good fight. You strive to finish 
your part of God's work. God will give 
the increase. You sing it out: "Jesus is 
coming soon!" 

"To have the religion of Christ means 
that you have absolutely surrendered your 
all to God, and consented to the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit." 

NOTES TO OFFICERS 
Your Master Plan 

(Continued from page 2) 

the kind of foundation and material to be 
used, and how all will work together to 
make the finished house? Never! 

Does the successful society executive 
committee attempt to build the work of 
the society during the year without tak-
ing into consideration the master plan 
which has been laid for the organization 
and the work of the society;  and the de-
tailed plans which are given from month 
to month through the OiTuRcw OFFICERS' 
GAZETTE? Never! 

The topics listed in the plan for the 
year are balanced to cover the wider in-
terests of the youth of today as com-
pared with those of a generation ago. 
Throughout the year or two-year cycle 
practically all phases of Christian living 
and youth's problems are discussed—the 
Bible, the church, basic doctrines, mis-
sions, devotional life, education, personal 
problems, vocations, stewardship, citizen-
ship, health, recreation, group life, serv-
ice, and many other areas of experience 
—without repetition and overlapping. 
This is why the society needs to follow 
the topics suggested, adding to the basic 
material given in the GAZETTE wherever 
possible or necessary. 

Two series of topics will run through 
this year: (1) The Advent Century in 
the various division fields—the accom-
plishments and challenge in missions; 
(2) Youth's Problems as Related to the 
Second Advent of Christ. 

Specific information and suggestions 
are given each month to various officers 
of the society; also current items for pro-
motion and interest. 

How many copies of this plan should 
your society have? Every leader will 
want a copy to read before the executive 
committee meeting for the month in or- 

January 6 

World Fellowship Day 
BY L. A. SKINNER 

Order of Service 

SONG. 
WORSHIP. 
MISSIONARY REPORT. 
SECRETARY'S REPORT. 
OFFERING. 
SPECIAL MUSIC. 
TALE: "Why You Should Be a Junior Mis- 

sionary Volunteer." 
POEM: aTake Your Place." 
Smolly : "Beggar, Do You Love Jesus?" 
ENLISTMENT OF NEW MEMBERS. 
PREVIEW OF ACTIVITIES FOR THE NEW YEAR. 
BENEDICTION. 

Note to Superintendents 

At this very first meeting of the year 
your -program should create in the Juniors 
a desire to enter fully into the activities 
that are to follow. In the society of the 
church school it will be a good opportunity  

der to plan intelligently; every person 
doing his part to build up the band work, 
the devotional, educational, service, and 
social features will need at least the por-
tion dealing with his particular work; 
every person taking part in the society 
meeting will need a copy of the outline 
of basic material for his talk or part of 
the discussion. Count up the number of 
GAZETTES needed, and send in your sub-
scriptions from your society funds. (If 
your conference subsidizes a certain num-. 
ber, so much the better.) 

Always turn to page two and read the 
Notes to Officers first. Then study the 
M. V. material on pages two to twelve of 
each copy of the GAZETTE. Don't be with-
out your master plan—study it, and 
work it! 

What to Get? and Where? 
AnneLls of equipment which you will 

find indispensable during the first weeks of 
1045: [Unless otherwise noted, order from 
Your Book and Bible House.] 

1. CHURCH OFFICERS' GAZETTE. (At least 
two to four copies, and more if necessary. 
Contains society meeting topics with helpful 
outline material to be presented, and sug-
gestions to officers.) 

2. M. V. Leaflets. (One complete set for 
use as samples from which to order. [Com-
plete set in ring binder may be purchasedi 
from General Conference M. V. Department_ 
Takoma Park 12, D. C. Price, $1, check or 
money order with order.] Sufficient num-
ber on organization and work to supply offi-
cers. Quantities of special numbers for the 
members; e. g., M. V. Leaflet 19, "Morning 
Watch," and 25-II Character Classics.) 

3. Missionary Volunteer Record Book for 
Senior and Junior Societies. [Order frffin 
your conference M. V. secretary.] 

4. Individual report blanks, M. V. lien-
ord Blank 4. 

5. Morning Watch Calendars. (One for-
each member. Quantities sufficient to sup-
ply projects determined upon.) 

6. Bible Year Chart. 
7. Set of felt banners or show card charts,. 

giving Aim, Motto, and Pledge. [Bannersi 
obtained directly from U. S. Poster Cora--
pang, 330 H Street, N. E., Washington, 
D. C.] 

8. The M. V. Rending Course books. 

to revive the interest and stir up enthusiasm 
for the second half of the school year pro-
gram. In Junior societies in the churches 
where the officers are now elected, it win 
be a fine opportunity to re-enlist the mem-
bership and encourage them to enter heart-
ily into' the activities during the winter 
and spring months. Your Pledge and Law 
charts or banners should be prominently 
displayed. 

Why You Should Be a Junior 
Missionary Volunteer 

In these days of national emergency 
every junior citizen must be trained and 
perpared to play his part nobly in meet-
ing community needs and standing ready 
to perform greater service as he grows 
older. The Government is giving encour-
agement to every character-building or-
ganization at the present time. You 
owe it to your country as an expression 
of loyalty and patriotism to take full ad-
vantage of the progressive class program 

JUIllOR MEETIINS 
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and the Vocational Honor activities. 
However, to Seventh-day Adventist boys 
and girls there is an additional and 
greater reason for joining the ranks of 
the Junior Missionary Volunteers. We 
believe that Jesus is coming back to this 
world soon. The church to which we be-
long has been commissioned to give the 
good news to men and women everywhere. 
God has chosen the boys and girls of the 
advent message to be messengers in this 
important period of earth's history. 
Throughout the whole world hundreds of 
boys and girla are responding to this call 
and saying, "Here am I; send me." 

At the very beginning of this new year 
each one of us should be discovering what 
he can do in a concrete way to fulfill our 
wonderful pledge, to be a servant of God 
and a friend to man. The plans for this 
coming year in your Junior Missionary 
Volunteer Society will afford you oppor-
tunity for interesting fellowship and good 
times. There is a real thrill in thinking 
of the thousands of fellow members 
around the world who are turning their 
backs upon sin and preparing themselves 
for real service in the Lord's work. There 
is real adventure in the quest for differ-
ent ways to help people in your home, in 
your community, and even those who may 
be distant. As you fill your life with 
these unselfish deeds, you will discover 
the true source of lasting happiness. 

Take Your Place 
SOMEWHERE the world has a place for you 

That is all your own; 
Somewhere Is work that your hand can do, 

And yours alone. 
Whether afar over land and sea 
Or close at your door may the duty be, 
It calls for your service full and free— 

Take your place! 

Somewhere the world has bitter tears 
Your smile might dry ; 

Somewhere the burden of doubts and fears, 
The hopeless sigh. 

There are steps that falter, weary, weak, 
For the strong, brave arm they vainly seek; 
Will you pass them by on the journey bleak? 

Take your place! 

Somewhere the world has a desert spot 
Your toil might till ; 

Somewhere a life whose loveless lot 
Your love might fill. 

If the place that waits be high or low, 
Question not, cry not, onward go ! 
The world's great battle needs every blow— 

Take your place! 
—Author Unknown. 

"If I cannot do great 'things, 
I can do small things 

In a great way." 

Beggar, Do You Love Jesus? 

IT is Sabbath afternoon. A mother is 
teaching a class of three little children, 
the eldest only eight years old, who are 
listening with rapt attention and love to 
their mother's teaching of the Holy Scrip-
tures. She is trying to impress upon 
them the thought that every child who 
loves Jesus must do his best to serve 
Him. 

"How, Mother?" asks the eldest. "Do 
tell us how." 

In reply she says, "In many ways, 
my darling. You can speak like Jesus, 
you can look, you can love." 

"Of course we can, Mother," and then 
on their knees the three little maidens 
pray, "Please, Lord Jesus, will you help 
us I" 

They were allowed to go into the shady 
lane to meet father coming home from 
his Sabbath school. Instead of seeing 
him coming up the hill, they saw the bent 
form of a weary old man in rags, leaning 
heavily on a thin knobbed stick. 

"Poor man! I'll speak to him," said 
the eldest child, and going somewhat tim-
idly up to him, she said, "Beggar, do you 
love Jesus?" 

"Beggar!" he said in great wrath. 
"Call me a beggar again, and I will lay 
this stick about you I" 

She turned and quickly fled back home 
to her mother, her little heart bursting 
with grief. "0 Mother," she exclaimed, 
"it is no use of my trying to work for 
Jesus! I don't want to do it again, 
for the old man I spoke to was angry 
with me." 

"Why was that, child? What did you 
say to him?" 

"I only said, 'Beggar, do you love 
Jesus?'" 

"0 my child, did you call him a beg-
gar I" 

"Yes, Mother, for we always call those 
ragged people by that name, and I know 
and am sure he is one." 

"But, my darling, you ought not to 
have said that to him. It was unkind. 
Run down the lane and tell him you're 
sorry." 

A sudden thought struck her. "Would 
he forgive me and think me like Jesus, if 
I gave him my twelve cents, Mother ?" 

"Perhaps. Get it quickly, if you like!" 
She went and found him sitting on the 

hank higher up the road, under the shade 
of a tree. The little thing trembled from 
head to foot as she bravely approached 
him, and the man looked scowling and 
angry; but when the sweet, pleading 
voice said, "Will you please forgive me 
for speaking so? I did not mean to vex 
you; and will you have my twelve cents?" 
the anger died out of his face. "Mother 
said I was wrong to speak as I did." 

At first he did not put forth his hand 
to take the money, but looked at the lit-
tle maiden, and conquered by her sweet-
ness said, "There is nothing to forgive, 
you angel child. I was the wretch, for 
I don't love Jesus, little one, and I never 
shall either." 

"But He loves you," she said. "I know 
He does." 

With a deep sigh he answered, "Not 
now, my child"; then added, "I'll take 
your twelve cents gladly, for 'I am pen-
niless. If all who loved Him were like 
you, I might have loved Him, too." 

At that moment the father called, and 
saying, "Good-by, I will ask Jesus to 
make you love Him," she left him. 

Lying awake at night, she prayed, 
"Lord Jesus, don't you love that old beg- 
gar man?" Soon the answer to the child's 
question came. Snow fell during the 
night, and it was colder still the next 
morning when a man came rapping at the 
door to see the child's father. He brought 
the sad news that a tramp lay dying in 
the clay pits outside the town, and wanted 
the man at the big house to go to see him;  

but he must not come without the little 
maid who asked him yesterday, "Beggar, 
do you love Jesus?" 

My father readily consented to take 
me (for I am really the little girl) by 
the hand and lead me to the clay pits. 
As long as memory lasts, I shall never 
forget the sight that met my eyes, of that 
poor, weary old tramp, lying there cov-
ered with a bundle of straw. To the man 
who went with us he said with his dying 
breath, "Raise my head; let me see the 
little maid." I was frightened, but my 
father put me in front of him. 

"Sir," he said, "your little child's ques-
tion has been ringing in my ears all night 
long, 'Beggar, do you love Jesus'?' Oh, 
sir, I once loved Him, but I left Him and 
put Him to open shame; but early this 
morning, before the light came, when I 
could only see the twinkling of the stars, 
I came back to Him, bitterly crying for 
mercy; and, oh, sir, He took me back. 
Yes, yes, He took me back. I know He 
did, and before I die I want to tell this 
dear little maid that the old beggar really 
loves Jesus now, and he thanks God for 
sending her so bravely to dare to ask him, 
Beggar, do you love Jesus?' Believe, me, 
sir, in the darkness— 

"'I came to Jesus as I was, 
Weary and worn and sad, 

I found in Him a resting place, 
And Ile has made me glad.' 

Before sundown the old man died, a 
beggar no longer, but a child of God. 
That little girl became a missionary when 
she grew up, and her whole life was spent 
in working for Jesus, but from that Sab- 
bath afternoon when she prayed, "Use 
me, Lord Jesus," she added, "but make 
me wise, that I make no mistakes."—
Mrs. Walter Searle. 

IV 	IV 

January 13 

The Advent Century in North 
America 

Material for this date is found on 
pages 4 to 6. 

91 	IV. 

January 20 

Power Through Personal 
Devotions 

BY EMIL H KNAUFT 

Order of Service 

Solve: "My Daily Prayer," No. 22 in if. V. 
Soros. 

PRAYER. 
OFFERTORY. 
REPORTS. 
SONO : "In the Garden," No. 13. 
Talc : "Talking With Jesus." 
Soso: "Just 'a Little Talk With Jesus,"' 

No. 25. 
Tem( : "An Appointment With Jesus." 
TALK: "Listening to Jesus." 
Sosam "Junior Prayer Band Song," No, 27. 
BENEDICTION. 

Note to Superintendents 
In the Note to Leaders, p. 6, you will 

find listed leaflets which will be helpful 
today. 
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Talking With Jesus 
ONE important part of the Junior Mis-

sionary Volunteer Law is the promise to 
keep the Morning Watch. The best time 
to study our Bibles and to have a little 
talk with Jesus is in the morning before 
we start our day's work or play. There 
are two things to do in observing the 
Morning Watch; pray and study the 
Bible. 

It is just as important to pray to Jesus 
as it is to breathe. Prayer is the spirit-
ual breath that keeps our Christian ex-
perience alive. It is natural for a child 
of Jesus to pray. We belong to the fam-
ily of God. God is our heavenly Father. 
In the human family there are fathers 
and mothers and brothers and sisters. 
We talk with our fathers and mothers, 
don't we/ We ask them for things and 
we receive them. We love them and they 
love us. Every day we say, "Good morn-
ing" to them and tell them all about what 
we do in school or in our play or work. 
They enjoy listening to us, and we enjoy 
telling them. Now, wouldn't it be odd if 
no one in the family ever said a word to 
each other. It would be strange not to 
talk with our parents, would it not? 

So it is in the heavenly family. Our 
heavenly Father expects us to talk with 
Him in prayer. We may tell Him all 
about what we have been doing and may 
ask Him for His help and protection. In 
this way we may have a very close friend-
ship with God. He listens and is happy 
when we pray to Him. 

God promises to listen to us. Read 
Psalms 91:15; Jeremiah 33:3. Through 
prayer we keep in close contact with 
Jesus. 

"Cultivate the habit of talking with 
the Saviour when you are alone, when 
you are walking, and when you are busy 
with your labor. Let the heart be con-
tinually uplifted in silent petition for 
help, for light, for strength, for knowl-
edge. Let every breath be a prayer." 
This is what is meant by "walking with 
Jesus." When we do this we shall be 
happy Christians. 

An Appointment With Jesus 
HAVE you ever heard of making an ap-

pointment with Jesus? Yes, it is possible 
to make an appointment with Him and 
to keep it. We can pray to Him at any 
time, and He will hear us; but it is best 
to have a definite time which we have set 
aside, when we may meet with Him in 
prayer. 

The best time for this appointment is 
in the morning. That is one reason for 
observing the Morning Watch. Every 
morning we can set aside a few minutes 
to read and think about the Morning 
Watch text and pray to Jesus. By doing 
this we ask Jesus to help us the very first 
thing in the morning; thus we will have 
His help all during the day. 

Did you know that Jesus Himself kept 
the Morning Watch? He did. Read 
Mark 1:35. Each morning He would go 
to a quiet spot and pray to His heavenly 
Father. This is what made Him so strong 
during the day and helped Him to over-
come Satan and do so much good. Jesus 
left us a good example to follow, did He 
not? Don't you suppose that Jesus waits  

for us to meet Him every morning to keep 
the Morning Watch with Him/ We shall 
not disappoint Him, shall we? 

Other great men in the Bible kept the 
Morning Watch and their appointments 
with God. God told Moses at one time 
to meet Him in the morning at the top 
of Mount Sinai. (Ex. 34:2.) David 
formed the habit of keeping the Morn-
ing Watch. (Ps. 5:3.) Isn't that a good 
resolution for us to make/ We must not 
forget how Daniel kept his appointments 
with God. Even when wicked men threat-
ened to throw him into the lions' den be- 
cause he prayed to God, and worshiped 
Him, Daniel just kept right on keeping 
the Morning Watch. (Dan. 6:10.) The 
fact that Daniel prayed not only in the 
morning but every noon and night, too, 
made him a strong Christian, and God de- 
livered him from the lions and the wicked 
men. Let us all endeavor to be like 
Jesus, Moses, David, and Daniel in keep-
ing the Morning Watch. 

Listening to Jesus 
How can we listen to the voice of 

Jesus? We are told through the Spirit 
of prophecy that "the Bible is God's voice 
speaking to us, just as surely as though 
we could hear it with our ears."—Testi-
monies, Vol. VI, p. 893. "Every chapter 
and every verse of the Bible is a com-
munication from God to men."—Patri-
archs and Prophets, p.504. 

Then, if we want to hear God's voice 
speaking to us, we must read the Bible. 
The Bible is God's book. It is through 
the Scripture that God speaks primarily 
to His people. God has a message for 
each one of us. How can we hear this 
message unless we read the Bible? 

The Bible is a guidebook which God 
has given us to guide us to heaven. It 
is like a map. We use maps when we 
travel, so that we do not get lost. The 
Bible keeps us from getting lost on our 
way to heaven. It is like a signpost that 
points the way to a large city. The Book 
of God is the signpost that directs us to 
the heavenly city. Let us study this care-
fully. 

The Bible shows us the standards 
which we are to reach in order to enter 
heaven. God will test our character by 
this great Rule Book. C. Lester Bond.  
tells this story in his book Adventures ins 
Christian Lwow: 

"A little boy observed his father using 
 a spirit level to see if his work was true 

and straight. 
"'What's the use of being 80 careful, 

Father /' he asked. 'It looks very good.' 
"'Guessing won't do in carpenter 

work,' said his father, sighting along the 
edge of a board and shaving it the least 
bit. 'You have to be exactly right. Folks 
guess too many things. God doesn't like 
that way of living.' • 

"'But there aren't any spirit levels for 
living by,' laughed the boy, watching 
him. 

"'Yes, there are,' said his father ear-
nestly. 'You will find them in the Bible. 
Try ail your actions and words by that. 
Make them true and straight, and have 
no guesswork about them.'" 

That was good advice, wasn't it/ 
"The Bible presents a perfect standard  

of character. This sacred Book, inspired 
by God and written by holy men, is a 
perfect guide under all circumstances of 
life. It sets forth distinctly the duties 
of both young and old. If made the 
guide of life, its teachings will lead the 
soul upward. It will elevate the mind, 
improve the character, and give peace 
and joy to the heart."—Messages to 
Young People, p. 444. 

January 27 

Will Jesus Come Again? 
BY EDWARD A. TRUMPER 

Order of Service 
SONG SERVICE. 
SECRETARY'S REPORT. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
OPENING SONG: "Sweet Promise Is Given," 

No. 548 In Church Hymnal. 
SCRIPTURE: John 14:1-3. 
PRAYER. 
OFFERING. 
SPECIAL MUSIC. 
SYMPOSIUM: "Will Jesus Come Again?" 
TALK: "Why the Delay?" 
TALK: "Need We Fear?" 
STORY: "Coming Back." 
CLONING Sono: "Lift Up the Trumpet," No. 

541. 
BENEDICTION. 

Will Jesus Come Again? 
(Seniors read or repeat verses which give 

answer to leader's Question.) 
LEADER: Does Christ have some definite 

purpose in coming again? 
No. 1: John 14:2, 3. 
LEADER: What part do the angels have 

in His second coming/ 
No. 2: Matt. 24:31. 
LEADER: Can one who is now dead have 

any part in His second coming? 
No. 3: 1 Thess. 4:16. 
LEADER: What will His second coming 

mean to the living at that time? 
No. 4: 1 Thess. 4:17. 
LEADER: Will we be the same after He 

comes as we are before? 
No. 5: 1 Cor. 15:51-53. 
No. 6: 1 John 3:2. 
LEADER: Will we be associated with 

the wicked any more after that? 
No. 7: Matt. 25:31-33. 
LEADER: What will be the final end of 

the good and of the bad? 
No. 8: Matt. 25:34, 41. 
LEADER: Surely, with over 2,500 ref- 

erences in the Bible telling that Jesus 
will come again, and with so much de- 
pendent upon it, we have every reason to 
believe and no reason to doubt that Jesus 
will come again—soon) 

Why the Delay? 
WHEN our young friends of the world, 

who hear our talk of a soon-coming Jesus, 
tell us that they have been told that Jesus 
has been looked for throughout the years 
and still hasn't come, what can we say? 

First, we ought to admit that this state-
ment is partly true. At the same time 
we ought to tell them that Satan, Jesus' 
great enemy, takes part truths and makes 
big, bad lies of them. It M true that 
Jesus' coming has been the great hope of 
all ages, for along with it come the re-
wards of the righteous and the bringing 
together again of those who have been 
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separated through death. It has been a 
great hope, because along with it comes 
a new, perfect, happy home, with none 
of the sadness and tears and trials and 
distresses of this world to hurt and 
wound. 

At the same time, though, we must 
point out that this great event of the ages 
is to occur only after certain other things 
have taken place. We call these things 
that must happen first, signs—signs of 
Christ's second coming. Jesus and the 
prophets gave us these signs, and we 
must see them before we can expect that 
the coming of the great hope of the ages 
will be soon. People have sometimes 
failed to realize that Christ couldn't have 
come down through the ages, but only 
after the signs of His coming which He 
gave had come to pass. Isn't it too bad 
that people leave out part of the truth 
and give Satan a chance to make the part 
of the truth they have told look like a lie? 

There were to have been signs in the 
heavens before Jesus came. When did 
these signs come in the heavens? A 
little over a hundred years ago, which 
isn't long in the history of the world. 

There were to have been signs in the 
earth, too. Earthquakes, wars, and pes-
tilences have very greatly increased in 
their fierceness and number in the past 
hundred years. These are all signs that 
Jesus is coming soon. 

There was, too, to be a great increase 
in knowledge. Nearly everything that 
we find so convenient and easy to use 
today has come to us within the last hun-
dred years or so—a sign that Jesus has 
sent that He will be coming again— 
soon. 

Someone may say to you, "Yes, the 
signs, as you say, have appeared or are 
now appearing, but Jesus still isn't here." 
Some of the signs predicted are fulfilled. 
Some of them are still with us. This very 
statement is one of the greatest—the in-
crease in scoffers is one of the definite 
signs. Such a person is a sign of the 
very thing he is talking against. 

Yes, the signs are gone or going. I 
wonder whether we might have anything 
to do with His delay in coming? I'm 
afraid we have. He is to come when His 
message has been given to all the world, 
including (name your town). Has His 
message been given here? Are we giving 
it? He has given it to us to give here. 
If we aren't giving it, then we're helping 
to delay His coming. 

What do you say when someone ques-
tions the belief that Jesus is coming 
soon? Do you have a memorized "Thus 
saith the Scripture" that you can give in 
answer? You should have. You should 
be increasing your stock of ready an-
swers from the Bible through the Morn-
ing Watch and the Sabbath school mem-
ory verses right along. Do you defend 
this message that God has given to you 
to give in a brave, straightforward way, 
or do you just keep still, stand back, and 
let the devil's followers taunt and tri-
umph? 

God has sent His missionaries to tell 
the heathen about the soon coming of 
Jesus, His Son. He has sent His minis-
ters to give large public sermons with the 
same message. He has sent mother and 
dad to tell it to their friends and those  

who deal with them in a business way. 
But He has sent us to give His glorious 
message to our friends all around us. 
Let us speak God's message fearlessly. 
Let us act out God's message fully in our 
lives. Our friends see our lives and they 
mean as much or more than our words. 
Back of it all, let us think about this 
message all the time, for as we think in 
our hearts, we shall live and speak. 

Have you been delaying Jesus' second 
coming by not giving His message as 
you should? The signs are fast appear-
ing. Now the message must go to all 
the world including (name your town). 
Are you delaying His coming, or doing 
your part? 

Need We Fear? 
SOME tell me that they are afraid to 

give God's last-day message to the world. 
I wonder why. Is it fear of ridicule? Is 
it fear of the loss of friends? Is it fear, 
perhaps, of bodily injury? 

We're in good company when we're 
ridiculed for the sake of the message God 
has given us to give to the world. Down 
through all the ages great men and good 
have been taunted because they believed 
in God and lived in harmony with that 
belief. Wicked men mocked the Old 
Testament patriarchs and prophets. Since 
Jesus lived and died, honest believers and 
followers have been made sport of be-
cause they followed the message of truth 
and life. Do we lose our friends when we 
begin to give God's message in its full-
ness? Yes, we sometimes do. Luther 
lost many of his friends in the priest-
hood when ho stood out for God's true 
message. 

Does bodily injury come when we take 
up God's message and give it as it should 
be given? Not usually, right now, but 
there are places in the world where bod-
ily injury is almost sure to follow. What 
if it does! Jesus was hurt and wounded 
for us. Many, many men and women 
have even died for their faith and for 
giving the message of Jesus. 

Let me tell you a story. A beloved 
elder brother once was coming home. He 
had sent word ahead. Naturally, the 
children in the home wanted to wait up 
and see him when he came. Father prom-
ised to call them in time, though, and 
put them to bed. Being good children, 
they went to sleep, and, just as had been 
promised, they were called in time to see 
their elder brother when he came. They 
did not fear to go to sleep. They knew 
father would keep his word and call them 
in time to be ready to meet their elder 
brother when he came. 

All down through the ages good people 
have wanted to see Jesus, our elder 
brother, come back to take them home. 
Thousands of these have gone to sleep 
(the sleep of death) fearlessly because 
they believed the promise of God the 
Father that they would be called in time 
to see the Elder Brother Jesus when He 
should come. Many of these who thus 
sleep have been put to sleep by wicked 
men who resented their lives and mes-
sages for Jesus. They went to sleep, 
however, with the promise of the Father 
that they would be called again in time. 

Now, boys and girls, we don't need to 
fear to-  give God's message. Ridicule  

and loss of friends do us no physical 
harm. Even if bodily injury should come, 
the God who created us and for whom we 
are working can heal our bodies broken 
in His work. Even though wicked men 
may bring upon us the sleep of death, we 
need not fear, for God has said we shall 
be called in time to see the coming of 
our Elder Brother Jesus. Let us study to 
know God's message for the world as 
fully as we possibly can, then let us give 
it fearlessly everywhere we are, that 
others may learn to love Him as we do, 
and be saved. 

Coming Back 
LITTLE Janet Marie skipped through 

the rooms shouting at the top of her 
voice, "He's coming back! He's coming 
back! I Johnnie's coming back!!! We're 
going home! We're going home! I Yes, 
we're going home I !!" 

Yes, big brother John was coming 
back—coming back after a long, long ab-
sence, during which he had been getting 
ready a new home for his beloved family 
to live. Destruction had come upon their 
old home, and they had been living the 
life of refugees, waiting for John to 
come and take them to the place be was 
preparing. 

Janet didn't remember when she had 
seen big brother John face to face. She 
did know, though, that he had made this 
long trip solely to prepare a place for 
Janet and those she lived with and loved. 
She knew, too, that her big brother had 
often sent word of his progress. She 
knew of the many kind things he had 
done. She knew that everything good 
she had ever asked him for he had sent. 
Janet loved big brother John and was 
telling the family and all who would hear 
that he was coming for them and was to 
take them to the new home he had been 
preparing for them, where they were to 
remain from then on. Janet wanted to 
be absolutely sure that they were all 
ready when John came. 

I wonder if there are any Janet Manes 
in this group today, spending their lives 
shouting glad messages to those about 
them who will hear, shouting, "He's com-
ing back! He's coming back! I Jesus is 
coming back!!! We're going home! He's 
going to take us home!!" 

You know Jesus is coming home. You 
know He is our elder brother. You know 
He has gone to prepare a place for us, so 
that we may live with Him forever. The 
great destruction of sin has come upon 
our present earthly home and has made 
us pilgrims and strangers in a strange 
land of sin. How our home has changed 
from what it used to be! How happy 
we ought to be that Jesus is about to 
come and take us to the wonderful, happy 
new home that He has been getting ready 
for us. 

True, we've never seen Jesus face to 
face. We know Him well, though, for 
He has sent us wonderful messages of 
His progress (hold up Bible); He has 
done many kind things for us. He has 
given us everything that we've asked for 
that would be good for us. Truly, our 
Elder Brother is our beloved Friend. 

He's coming back! He'll take us 
home!! Let's shout it out, "Jesus is 
Coming againfll" 
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* Home Missionary Department * 
...  

Lay Evangelism 

Suggestive Program for Sabbath, 
January 6, 1945 

OPENING Sorra: "Lord, Her Watch Thy 
Church Is Keeping," No. 437 in Church 
Hymnal. 

SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 1:1-8. 
PRAYER. 
SPECIAL MUSIC (or, "Lord, Speak to Me," 

No. 407 in Church Hymnal). 
REPORT OF MISSIONARY WORK FOR THE 

YEAR (Church Missionary Secretary). 
READING: "The Responsibility 1945 

Brings to Each Member," by J. L. 
MeElhany. 

READING: "Paying the Debt of Love," by 
Hans Struve. 

DEDICATION AND CONSECRATION by 
Church Members. 

CLOSING SONG: "Onward, Christian Sol-
diers," No. 360 in Church Hymnal. 

BENEDICTION. 

,V 

The Responsibility 1945 Brings 
to Each Believer 

BY J. L. IVIcErattrY 
President, General Conference 

THE study for this Sabbath day's 
service is based on the words re-
corded in the Gospel of Luke, chap-

ter 4, verses 16-21: 
"He came to Nazareth, where He had 

been brought up: and, as His custom 
was, He went into the synagogue on the 
Sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 
And there was delivered unto Him the 
book of the prophet Esais. And when 
He had opened the book, He found the 
place where it was written, The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath 
anointed Me to preach the gospel to the 
poor; He hath sent Me to heal the bro-
kenhearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, and recovering of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised, to preach the acceptable year 
of the Lord. And He closed the book, 
and He gave it again to the minister, and 
sat down. And the eyes of all them that 
were in the synagogue were fastened on 
Him. And He began to say unto them, 
This day is this scripture fulfilled in 
your ears." 

We are entering upon a new year. Its 
records are yet to be made up. Its op-
portunities lie open before us. What use 
will we make of the golden opportunities 
that the Lord has graciously extended 
to us? 

The scripture we have just read places 
before us in a graphic way the prophecy 
of Isaiah that Jesus interpreted as ap-
plying to Himself. He declared that He 
had been anointed by the Spirit of the 
Lord to preach the gospel to the poor. 
He had been sent to heal the broken-
hearted, to preach deliverance to the cap-
tives, to restore sight to the blind, to set 
at liberty those that were bruised, and 
to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 
The life and work and ministry of the 
Lord Jesus conformed exactly to the 
statements of this prophecy. 

In organizing the church and in setting 
an example for its future course, Jesus 
outlined the program the church was to 
follow through its entire existence, Thus 
in a very real way this prophecy fulfilled 
in the personal ministry of the Lord Him-
self, was also to be fulfilled in the work 
of the church, for in going to all the 
world with the gospel it is to teach its 
converts to observe all things whatsoever 
He had commanded. (Matt. 28:20.) In 
the light of our divine commission and 
the background that has been given to  

us by the great Leader of the church, we 
should earnestly and honestly endeavor 
to evaluate the terms of our Christian 
service. We are the stewards of the grace 
of God. The Lord has made the church 
the depository of His truth, of the good 
news of salvation. We are debtors to all 
men to preach and teach those things. 
which pertain to salvation. 

Declared the Master: "Let your light 
so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven." Matt. 5:16. The 
responsibility for carrying out this ex-
hortation is not merely a collective one, 
applying to the church in general, but it 
is personal, individual, applying to each 
and every member of the church. We are 
to let our lights shine, so that those about 
us may see our good works and thus be 
led to glorify our Father in heaven. 

What is the light that we are to let 
shine? Jesus is the light. "As long as 
I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world." John 9:5. In speaking of His 
people Jesus also declared, "Ye are the 
light of the world." Matt. 5:14. How 
can we as His followers be the light of 
the world? This is achieved by witness-
ing for Him, by having the One who is: 
the light of the world live out His life 
in our lives, by being filled with Him and 
His power and His presence, thus dem- 

TOPICS FOR SERVICES IN CHURCHES ON THE FIRST 
SABBATH OF EACH MONTH-1945 

January—Lay Evangelism 
February—Dorcas Day 
March—Home-Foreign Day 
April—Ingathering Rally Day (April 21, Christian 

Home Day, 11 o'clock service) 
May—Medical Missionary Day 
June—The Importance of Prison Work 
July—The Call to Preach the Gospel 
August—In Partnership with God 
September—Missions Extension Rally 
October—Colporteur Rally Day 
November—Bible Service Training School 
December—Conversion Leads to Soul Winning 

Sermons, suggestions, and program material will appear by monthly 
allotments in the Home Missionary Department of the CHURCH OFFI-
CERS' GAZETTE. Plans, suggestions, queries, and inspirational articles 
are earnestly requested and will he greatly appreciated by— 

EDTTORS for the Home Missionary Department. 
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onstrating to the world the principles of 
His character and the life that He desires 
to live out in us. Unless we witness for 
Him in this way, our relation to Him 
and our endeavors to witness for the 
truth will be altogether theoretical and 
not practical. 

"The truth- is no truth to the one who 
does not reveal, by his elevated spiritual 
character, a power beyond that which the 
world can give, an influence correspond-
ing in its sacred, peculiar character to 
the truth itself. He who is sanctified by 
the truth, will exert a saving, vital in-
fluence upon all with whom he comes in 
contact. This is Bible religion. . . . 

"If the love of Jesus Christ abides in 
them, they will shine unconsciously, dif-
fusing the light of the glory of Christ 
through the world. 'I, if I be lifted up,' 
Christ said, 'will draw all men unto Me.' " 
—Testimonies to Ministers, pp. 878, 879. 

Again, the messenger of the Lord beau-
tifully expresses this in these words: 

"What an example Christ has left us 
in His lifework! Who of His children 
are living as He did, for the glory of 
God? He is the light of the world, and 
he who works successfully for the Master 
must kindle his taper from His divine 
life. . . . God desires His people to show 
by their lives the advantages of Chris-
tianity over worldliness. We are to live 
so that God can use us in His work of 
converting men and women and leading 
them to wash their garments of character 
and make them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. We are His workmanship, 'cre-
ated in Christ Jesus unto good works.' 
Through us God desires to reveal His 
manifold wisdom. Therefore He bids us 
to let our light shine forth in good 
works."—Ellen G. White in Notebook 
Leaflets, Methods No. 6. 

Thus early in the new year we should 
all catch the vision of witnessing for 
Him, not merely because it is the begin-
ning of the year, but because the hour 
is late. The stream of time has almost 
run out. We are now living a hundred 
years beyond the bounds of prophetic 
time. We are living even now in that 
period referred to by the apostle in He-
brews 10:37, "For yet a little while, and 
He that shall come will come, and will 
not tarry." If there is anything that 
should be outstanding in our personal 
conviction, it is the imminence of the 
soon coming of the Lord Jesus. Again 
and again the prophecies of God's Word 
are fulfilling. The world conditions pic-
tured by Jesus in His last great prophecy 
as recorded in Matthew 24 and in Luke 
21, are being literally fulfilled today in  

the affairs of nations. There should be 
a great revival of the advent hope and 
experience in the church and in every in-
dividual life. We need to live every day 
with the consciousness that the coming 
of Christ is near, even at the door. With 
such a conviction filling every heart, there 
should be a mighty revival of earnest, 
prayerful soul-winning endeavor. 

We should-seek the Lord earnestly that 
we may be freed from all indifference 
and apathy, and that we may learn in an 
hour like this the things that are of vital 
importance. With new zeal and deep 
conviction we should arouse and go forth 
to live and to work as those who expect 
their Lord to return. A spiritually 
aroused church led by the Spirit of God 
can do a mighty work in warning the 
world of the things that are coming, and 
in winning souls for the kingdom. 

Real Chiistiaa experience is practical. 
It expresses itself in doing definite things 
for God and for humanity. It is not 
merely a theory to be confined in the 
heart and mind of the believer. As we 
look out into the new year the question 
naturally arises, What can we do to meas-
ure to the needs? The words of Jesus 
spoken to the disciples of old still have 
their direct meaning to His followers 
today. "Say not ye, There are yet four 
months, and then eometh harvest? be-
hold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, 
and look on the fields; for they are white 
already to harvest." John 4:35. His dis-
ciples were concerned merely with tem-
poral matters. They had not seen any 
opportunity for soul-winning service. 
But even as He spoke, one of the most 
remarkable soul-winning opportunities 
was developing before their eyes. 

Today there are fields of service open-
ing everywhere. In this short discourse 
it would be impossible for me to out-
line all the opportunities and kinds of 
service open to those who are willing to 
serve. Postwar relief work will afford 
an outlet for helpful service. The gath-
ering of clothing and shoes for the needy 
in different parts of the world will be 
one very practical line of service in 
which many can engage. Closely con-
nected with this will be the activities of 
our Dorcas societies. Many more of our 
sisters than are now participating in 
this line of work can unite with our 
Dorcas societies in practical and helpful 
Christian service. 

The messenger of the Lord, in laying 
out for the church a very practical pro-
gram of Christian service, has given us 
the following helpful instruction: 

"To everyone ;who becomes a partaker  

of His grace, the Lord appoints a work 
for others. Individually we are to stand 
in our lot and place, saying, 'Here am I; 
send me.' Upon the minister of the Word, 
the missionary nurse, the Christian phy-
sician, the individual Christian, whether 
he be merchant or farmer, professional 
man or meehanic,—the responsibility 
rests upon all. It is our work to reveal 
to men the gospel of their salvation. 
Every enterprise in which we engage 
should be a means to this end. 

"Those who take up their appointed 
work will not only be a blessing to 
others, but they will themselves be 
blessed. The consciousness of duty well 
done will have a reflex influence upon 
their own souls. The despondent will 
forget their despondency, the weak will 
become strong, the ignorant intelligent, 
and all will find an unfailing helper in 
Him who has called them. 

"The church of Christ is organized for 
service. Its watchword is ministry. Its 
members are soldiers, to be trained for 
conflict under the Captain of their salva-
tion. Christian ministers, physicians, 
teachers, have a broader work than many 
have recognized. They are not only to 
minister to the people, but to teach them 
to minister. They should not only give 
instruction in right principles, but edu-
cate their hearers to impart these prin-
ciples. Truth that is not lived, that is 
not imparted, loses its life-giving power, 
its healing virtue. Its blessing can be 
retained only as it is shared. 

"The monotony of our service for God 
needs to be broken up. Every church 
member should be engaged in some line 
of service for the Master. Some can-
not do so much as others, but everyone 
should do his utmost to roll back the 
tide of disease and distress that is sweep-
ing over our world. Many would be 
willing to work if they were taught how 
to begin. They need to be instructed 
and encouraged. 

"Every church should be a training 
school for Christian workers. Its mem-
bers should be taught how to give Bible 
readings, how to conduct and teach Sab-
bath school classes, how best to help the 
poor and to care for the sick, how to 
work for the unconverted. There should 
be schools of health, cooking schools, and 
classes in various lines of Christian help 
work. There should not only be teach- 
ing, but actual work under experienced 
instructors. Let the teachers lead the 
way in working among the people, and 
others, uniting with them, will learn from 
their example. One example is worth 
more than many precepts. 
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"Let all cultivate their physical and 
mental powers to the utmost of their 
ability, that they may work for God 
where His providence shall call them. 
The same graze that came from Christ to 
Paul and Apollos, that distinguished 
them for spiritual excellencies, will today 
be imparted to devoted Christian mission-
aries. God desires His children to have 
intelligence and knowledge, that with un-
mistakable clearness and power His glory 
may be revealed in our world."—MOvistry 
of %callow, pp. 148, 149. 

With this new year of 1945 opening 
before us, is it not time for us to see the 
Lord's glory revealed in our world? Let 
us consecrate ourselves anew to the great 
responsibilities resting upon us, humbly 
seeking to be distinguished for spiritual 
excellencies. Our call to the Lord's peo-
ple at this time is to hasten greatly and 
to arise and finish the work of God. 

Paying the Debt of Love 

THE principle set forth by the apostle 
Paul, and recognized by Christians of all 
ages, namely, that all children of God 
owe their fellow men the proclamation of 
the gospel, raises the question: "What 
can I do, what must I do, to proclaim 
the gospel to my neighbors? How can I 
best start this work?" To all who con-
sider themselves debtors, the following 
lines and experiences may be helpful. 

The practice of many a Christian not 
to let pass a single day without having 
spoken to at least one soul about the 
truth, and to consider as lost any day 
during which he fails in this respect, can 
and should be taken to heart by every 
Seventh-day Adventist. If this is not 
done, those who have not been warned 
will in the great judgment day arise and 
say to the believing: "It is your fault 
that we are here. You knew the truth 
and did not tell us." Who would care to 
be thus reprimanded by those doomed to 
die? Our hoine missionary reports would 
show astronomical figures if every Ad-
ventist would on each day witness for his 
Saviour. What would that mean for a 
day, a week, a month, and a year for a 
church, a 'conference, a union, a division, 
and the General Conference? So let us 
be more faithful in witnessing for God 
in our neighborhood. 

It would not be surprising if a friendly 
relationship between neighbors rapidly 
led to a Bible study held in the home of 
either the interested neighbors or the 
Adventist. It would not be out of place 
for the lay missionary to invite the neigh- 

bor to come to his home for a Bible study. 
Each Adventist home should be a little 
temple in which the gospel is proclaimed. 
Cottage meetings—that is, Bible studies 
given in the home—should be held at 
least once a week. 

When special circumstances have kept 
me from holding public meetings, I have 
asked the members of the church to place 
their homes at my disposal at least once 
a week, and usually my request has been 
gladly granted. Our members become 
small shunting engines that bring cars 
from here and there in the station and 
line them up into a long train that a 
powerful locomotive comes and pulls 
away. In countries where public evange- 

Evangelize 
on,g us a watchword for the hour; 
A thrilling word, a word of power, 
A battle cry, a flaming breath 
That calls to conquest or to death. 

A word to rouse the church from rest 
To heed her Master's high behest. 
The call is given: Ye hosts arise, 
Our watchword is, Evangelize! 
The glad evangel now proclaim 
Through all the earth, in Jesus' name. 
This word is ringing through the skies—
Evangelize, evangelize! 
To dying men, a fallen race, 
Make known the gift of gospel grace. 
The world that now in darkness lies, 
Evangelize, evangelize! 

—Henry Crocker. 

listie work is permitted, as well as in 
those where it is not, cottage meetings, 
held either by evangelists or lay members, 
are an excellent means for evangelizing 
entire villages and cities. 

Now war has broken out, and with it 
have come new possibilities, new ways, 
new methods. One is inclined to believe 
that in wartime conditions arise that hin-
der the proclamation of the gospel. How-
ever, experience has taught us that war 
itself offers unexpected possibilities to 
preach the gospel with great power. The 
New Testament shows us that the perse-
cution which came to the primitive church 
was not only no hindrance to the propa-
gation of the gospel, but a means which 
God had chosen to proclaim His message 
with greater speed and power. 

We are accustomed to proclaiming the 
gospel through public lectures, sermons, 
Bible studies, and missionary visits. It is 
what we have done up till now. But 
new times bring new conditions, new 
ways, and new plans. One of these is the 
preaching of the gospel in the bomb 
shelter. 

When I visited one of our mission 
fields, three of our union workers told me 
that they had had to spend several nights 
in the cellar because of violent bombard• 
meats. In that way they had come in 
contact with their neighbors, of whom 
they had heard and known little or noth-
ing. Danger brought the people together; 
differences of position were forgotten, 
misunderstandings were buried. Spontan-
eously one spoke about the deeper causes 
of the war. A Bible study followed. The 
hours of the night seemed like so many 
minutes. This conversation in the cellar 
was followed by Bible studies in the 
apartment, and now one family is ready 
for baptism. 

In another ease, during a bombard-
ment the neighbors came to the home of 
one of our workers, and together they 
sought the protection of the shelter, 
"Why have you come to us?" asked the 
preacher. "You pray. Holy angels are 
with you; God's protecting hand is over 
you," was the answer. During the whole 
night Bible studies were given, and war 
had lost in part its terror for the people 
in that shelter. 

During another air raid one of our 
preachers visited eight or ten shelters. 
He was forced to do so to get to our 
office. Each of these shelters was filled 
with hundreds of people. When our 
worker invited the people to listen to 
some Bible texts they gladly agreed, and 
all knelt for prayer. In one case people 
even kissed the hands and the Bible of 
our worker, because he had brought a mes-
sage of hope and encouragement at the 
right time. 

In a large city I met one of our preach-
ers, who looked very worn and tired. I 
asked him where he had spent the night. 
He told me that during one of the nightly 
bombardments hundreds of people had 
come to him (there were no shelters), and 
that he bad read to them from the Bible 
and explained it to them. 

During the bombardments hundreds of 
Adventists in the countries of Southern 
Europe are visited by neighbors, ac-
quaintances, and strangers, who feel that 
with Adventists they will be safe. Our 
members have arisen to the occasion, and, 
just as in trying times of yore the gospel 
was preached in the catacombs of Rome, 
so it is now proclaimed in bomb shelters 
during the air raids. 

Finally, there is the systematic work-
ing of the neighborhood with the tract 
series, Hope of the World. This series 
has been well received by the public, for 
what does the world want today more 
than hope? Interest is awakened, peo- 
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ple talk with us, Bible studies follow, 
and souls find the way to the truth and 
Bence to the Lord. 

So, as advent believers, we are debtors 
to our neighbors. Jesus' command, 
"Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 

Duties of Home Missionary 
Secretaries 

[For some time there has been a feeling 
on the part of many that a statement 
should be made regarding the responsibili-
ties of secretaries serving the Home Mis-
sionary Department. It would require a 
great deal of space to compass the whole 
field in detail—and this space is not avail-
able just now. But in order to help meet 
the demand, Brother W. A. Butler has 
prepared the following article, which will 
be of interest and enlightenment to many. 
--EDITOR.] 

THE scope of the work of the Home 
Missionary Department is clearly outlined 
in the Bible, the volumes of the Spirit 
of prophecy, and our General Confer-
ence organization policies. Other church 
bodies have admired and praised our 
denominational organization and spirit of 
missionary zeal. We have endeavored all 
down through the years to keep the or-
ganization and operation of the Home 
Missionary Department simple and effec-
tive. We believe God has helped us to do 
this. It must continue so. 

The Home Missionary Department may 
appear to be interdepartmental; yet the 
fact must never be overlooked that there 
are distinct lines of soul-winning work 
for which this department is held respon-
sible. The following quotations have a 
bearing on this point: 

"The church is God's appointed agency 
for the salvation of men. It was organ-
ized for service, and its mission is to 
carry the gospel to the world. From the 
beginning it has been God's plan that 
through His church shall be reflected to 
the world His fullness and His sufficiency. 
The members of the church, those whom 
Ito has called out of darkness into His 
marvelous light, are to show forth His 
glory."—Acts of the Apostles, p. 9. 

"To everyone who becomes a partaker 
of His grace, the Lord appoints a work 
for others. Individually we are to stand 
in our lot and place, saying, 'Here am I; 
send me.' Upon the minister of the Word, 
the missionary nurse, the Christian phy- 
sician, the individual Christian, whether  

self," as well as the love of Christ con-
strains us to witness among our neighbors 
for Him who brought salvation to our 
own house and heart. 

HANS STRUVE, 
Southern, European, Division. 

he be merchant or farmer, professiona 
man or mechanic,—the responsibility rests 
upon all. It is our work to reveal to men 
the gospel of their salvation. Every enter-
prise in which we engage should be a 
means to this end."—Ministry of Healing, 
p. 148. 

"Another major phase of our work is 
the Home Missionary Department ac-
tivity. The work of this department is 
a mighty soul-winning factor. Upon the 
home missionary leader rests the responsi-
bility for the conduct of this line of serv-
ice. The various phases of home mission-
ary endeavor are fostered and encouraged 
by this department. There is no other 
department in the denomination that 
carries such a varied list of activities as 
does the Home Missionary Department. 
To enlist the active co-operation of each 
individual member in laboring to win 
souls among his neighbors and relatives 
by the distribution of literature and mis-
sionary visitation, Bible study, and in 
many other ways, is the objective of this 
department."-0. Montgomery, Principles 
of Church Organization and Administra-
tion, p. 227. 

General Conference Home Missionary 
Department 

We will first consider the duties of the 
General Conference home missionary sec-
retaries. 

1. The president of the General Con-
ference is the head of all departments and 
the department secretaries are his lieuten-
ants. 

The duties of the departments in each 
organization, General, union, local, are 
not of an executive nature. The depart-
ment secretaries perform the duties per-
taining to their office according to the 
General Conference policy and under the 
direction of the respective committees. 

Duties of the General Conference 
Home Missionary Department 

2. The General home missionary sec- 
retary represents the interests of his de- 
partment on the General Conference Corn- 

mittee, bringing in all plans and resolu-
tions requiring committee action for sanc-
tion, promotion, and support; further, it 
is his duty to see that these actions and 
recommendations are properly passed on 
to the respective committees and councils 
for adoption and execution. 

3. The General secretaries must take 
undivided interest in every division of 
the world field through the division de-
partmental representatives, by corre-
spondence and visits to overseas divisions 
as well as the home base, as plans are 
worked out by the General Conference 
Committee. 

4. The General secretary fills the place 
of division secretary in North America. 
Therefore he deals with the unions direct 
and with the local conferences through 
the unions. 

5. General Conference home missionary-
divisional councils are held from time to,  
time to unify plans for general promotion 
of all lines of service and to develop new 
methods. These have proved a great 
strength to the department. 

Activities 
1. The Home Missionary Department 

promotes two soul-winning financial cam-
paigns each year, namely, Ingathering 
and Missions Extension. These are espe-
cially in behalf of advancing the third 
angel's message overseas. 

2. These two endeavors represent now 
(1943) about 36 per cent of our General 
Conference mission offerings. It is our 
business to enroll every church and mem-
ber in these big projects. 

3. In conducting these campaigns the 
earnest endeavor is to make them soul-
winning agencies. Many new souls are 
won to the truth each year through the 
personal contacts made during these cam-
paigns. The millions of dollars raised 
march on doing a great work for God in 
both the homeland and every other part of 
the world field. 

Periodicals 
1. Several religious periodicals are 

directly promoted by this department: 
The Review and Herald, Signs of the 
Times, Liberty, Watchman, GAZETTE, all 
our foreign periodicals, the Dorcas Letter, 
Missionary Men, and the Lay Preacher, 
besides the "Promoter" and other depart-
ment propaganda. 

2. For the use of lay workers in their 
soul-winning effort, many tracts are pro-
vided. 

Visiting in the Field 
1. When visiting in the field the Gen- 

eral secretary represents every phase of 

* Missionary Leadership * 
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work and promotion carried on by the 
department, and should be prepared to 
help, counsel, and enlighten on any part. 

2. On other occasions, as at camp meet-
ings, he is expected to carry a broader 
load; in addition to the special interests 
of his department, he must be ready to 
assist in other departments and other lines 
of soul-winning work when requested to 
do so by the pastoral committee. But 
with it all, he should strongly represent 

A Call for Medical Missionaries 
(Concluded from December) 

EVERY family should also be a regular 
subscriber to and a reader of at least one 
of our health journals—Life and Health 
or Health. 

In order that all members, adults and 
youth, may have a basic knowledge of the 
care of the sick, arrangements should be 
made for home hygiene classes in all the 
churches. Repeat courses are helpful, in 
order that the instruction may become 
more fixed. In some churches it may be 
advisable for some of its members to en-
roll in nurse's aide courses in local hos-
pitals, in order that they may help care 
for the sick in these hospitals in times of 
emergency. Prejudice is often broken 
down in this way. 

In these days of our country's extreme 
need, it is important that everyone possess 
at least an elementary knowledge not only 
of the care of the sick but of first aid 
to the injured. Few nurses are available 
these days, and doctors are being drawn 
from many communities, making it espe-
cially important for our church members 
to have this basic health knowledge and 
skill. Every able-bodied Seventh-day Ad-
ventist should take courses in first aid to 
the injured, church leaders enrolling also 
and in this way guiding the members by 
their example. Courses offered by the 
Red Cross are organized in almost every 
community. Every church could profit-
ably have its own qualified instructor in 
first aid, and as these teachers conduct 
classes in their neighboring communities, 
favorable contacts are made and preju-
dice broken down. I bowed my head in 
shame when I heard it said not long ago 
of one city, that all churches in the city 
co-operated and offered assistance in the 
teaching of first-aid classes except the  

and promote the interests of his depart-
ment. 

When any union or local fields desire 
help from the General secretaries, their 
calls for help must pass through the 
union committee to the General Confer-
ence Committee, where the visit of the 
General secretary is authorized. This is 
quite necessary and a good policy. 

W. A. BUTLER. 
(To be contrasted) 

Seventh-day Adventist church. God has 
given us a health message, and our place 
is in the front line of the battle for good 
health, not in the rear. 

It is extremely important that we per-
sonally follow the health instruction given 
to us as a people. If we have harmful 
dietary habits or other intemperate prac-
tices which not only injure our own health 
but injure our influence for good -  over 
others, we should change these habits. 
This touches the lives of us all. Our 
health message is not a beautiful theory 
to be talked about; it is a practical mes-
sage. Divine help is often needed to 
overcome some of our harmful practices. 
"Little sins," we may call them, but little 
sins continued in, undermine our health 
and weaken our characters. Repeated re-
jection of health instruction dulls our 
consciences, until eventually we do not 
hear the Spirit of God speaking to us. 
Victory over wrong health habits brings 
strength of character and enables us to 
help others with greater power. "He calls 
upon us to make our choice on the right 
side, to connect with heavenly agencies, 
to adopt principles that will restore in us 
the divine image. . . . It is our work to 
obtain a knowledge of these principles, 
and by obedience to co-operate with Him 
in restoring health to the body as well as 
to the soul."—Ministry of Healing, pp. 
114, 115. 

There are opportunities for all to share 
in medical missionary activities. "Begin 
to do medical missionary work with the 
conveniences which you have at hand. 
You will find that thus the way will open 
for you to hold Bible readings. The heav-
enly Father will Place you in connection 
with those who need to know how to treat 
their sick ones. Put into practice what 
you know regarding the treatment of dis-
ease. Thus suffering will be relieved, and  

you will have opportunity to break the 
bread of life to starving souls."—Medical 
Milvistry, p. 239. 

Our churches should have a reputation 
in the communities in which they are lo- 
cated for rendering kindly, sympathetic 
service to those physically ill. "Nothing 
will givo greater spiritual strength and a 
greater increase of earnestness and depth 
of feeling, than visiting and ministering 
to the sick and desponding, helping them 
to see the light and to fasten their faith 
upon Jesus."—Testianonies, Vol. IV, pp. 
75, 76. Visit the sick in your neighbor. 
hood; visit the destitute poor. "Inas-
much as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these My brethren, ye have done 
it unto Me." If we could see in every 
call for service an opportunity personally 
to serve our Master, we probably would 
do more. Too often we do not recognize 
the call of the Master in the opportuni-
ties that come to us. 

Farmers and gardeners can use their 
practical experience in furthering good 
health, for all guidance given to others 
in raising better food, diversified crops, 
more balanced meals for the family is 
a definite contribution to our medical mis-
sionary work; and this, too, opens doors 
and breaks down prejudice. Promotion 
of, or helpful participation in, canning 
clubs or poultry clubs will help. Taking 
part in local health movements and tem-
perance organizations is another way 
some may actively help. Distribution of 
our health literature can be carried on 
by many. 

"Life is full of opportunities for prac-
tical missionaries. Every man, woman, 
and child can sow each day the seeds of 
kind words and unselfish deeds. 

"We shall see the medical missionary 
work broadening and deepening at every 
point of its progress, because of the in-
flowing Of hundreds and thousands of 
streams, until the whole earth is covered 
as the waters cover the sea."—Medical 
Ministry, p. 317. 

May God's zeal fill His servants to give 
the health message to the church and to 
the world. May ail be aroused to their 
responsibilities, that the message may go 
to every nation, kindred, tongue, and peo- 
ple. 	SOHN F. BROWNSBERGER, M. D. 

"SELF-DISTRUST is the cause of the 
most of our failures. In the assurance 
of strength, there is strength, and they 
are the weakest, however strong, who 
have no faith in, themselves or their 
powers." 

* Departmental Activities 
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Missionary Work Among Service- 
men 

WE who are living near the city of 
Boston, where there are many seamen's, 
"buddies", and servicemen's clubs, have 
wonderful opportunities for doing mis-
sionary work among our servicemen. 

Some time ago an offering was taken 
in our churches in order that a set of 
books might be placed on many of the 
ships, so that servicemen might become 
acquainted with our message. We of 
the Malden-Everett church were given a 
number of these sets. 

Brother Fred Wood and I visited the 
seamen's clubs at intervals and received 
a cordial welcome. These books were 
placed on vessels leaving Boston Harbor. 
Before this work was completed Brother 
Wood, who was an officer in the maritime 
service, was lost at sea. I felt his loss 
very keenly, for he was much interested 
in this particular type of missionary 
work. 

An officer on a large cargo vessel, who 
is a relative of our missionary secretary, 
was given a set of these books. He took 
the books personally and placed them in 
the library of the ship on which he 
sailed. After several weeks a letter was 
received from him, telling of the interest 
of the crew in the reading of these books. 
Several of our brethren took part in cir-
culating these truth-filled books. There 
is a great joy and satisfaction in the 
performance of this glorious work. 

I believe we have the finest temperance 
literature published. As missionary 
leader I have received excellent co-opera-
tion from our church in circulating the 
temperance number of the Signs in all 
the servicemen's clubs in Boston. On an 
initial visit we asked if we might leave 
a number of the temperance Signs for the 
men to read. Permission being granted, 
hundreds of copies have been distributed. 
Letters have been received thanking us 
for our good literature. 

We have placed a set of our books in 
the Navy Y. M. C. A. in Charlestown. 
Also a set is now in the library of the 
Y. M. C. A. in the city of Boston. The 
Christian Union Association and the 
Coast Guard Hotel library each has half 
a set of the books. 

Our Army and Navy edition of Steps 
to Christ is an ideal book to circulate. 
It was my privilege to carry one with me 
during World War I. This little book 
was a great comfort to me many times, 
and although it is old and much worn I 
still have it. Several Sabbath afternoons 
our members gave Steps to Christ out to 
servicemen on Boston Common. Brother  

Cotton, of our Stoneham church, donated 
several hundred copies, which were dis-
tributed in addition to the hundreds we 
had. As a rule, the police do not allow 
literature to be given out, because it is 
thrown away. However, they were very 
courteous to us and made several in-
quiries about our work. One officer said, 
"I notice they keep your literature and .  
put it in their pockets." Several police. 
men were given copies. God has prom-
ised to care for this important work and 
has said that His Word shall not return 
unto Him void. 

I believe that many of our boys in the 
service would be pleased to do missionary 
work, with the aid of our churches. A 
boy from our church is stationed in a 
large hospital in England. Some time 
ago he requested literature to use in the 
wards. For some months we have been 
sending him Life and Health, Health, 
and Signs of the Times, and his letters 
have been most encouraging. God has a 
real interest and care for His work. 
Never have we had such wonderful op• 
portunities to reach so many people. I 
always receive much comfort when I read 
the following words: 

"The message will be carried not so 
much by argument as by the deep con-
viction of the Spirit of God. The argu-
ments have been presented. The seed 
has been sown, and now it will spring up 
and bear fruit. The publications dis-
tributed by missionary workers have ex-
erted their influence, yet many whose 
minds were impressed have been pre-
vented from fully comprehending the 
truth or from yielding obedience. Now 
the rays of light penetrate everywhere, 
the truth is seen in its clearness, and the 
honest children of God sever the bands 
which have held them. Family connec-
tions, church relations, are powerless to 
stay them now. Truth is more precious 
than all besides. Notwithstanding the 
agencies combined against the truth, a 
large number take their stand upon the 
Lord's side."—The Great Controversy, p. 
612. Louts A. MARTIN, Miss. Leader, 

Malden-Everett Church. 

vF w 

Adventures of a Tract 
Ylis, I am a tract, and I am very val-

uable in God's work. At first glance I 
may look like just another piece of paper 
with some words on it. Without the 
words I would be worth nothing, but with 
the words I become an important part of 
God's plan to save souls. 

I have seen many things in my time  

and have had some thrilling adventures. 
The church missionary leader gave me to 
a church member one Sabbath, and I 
was placed in her pocketbook. It was 
dark in there and I was kept imprisoned 
for many days. Other things wore piled 
in on top of me. Occasionally the pocket-
book was opened, and I thought I was 
going to be taken out for some fresh air, 
but I was only bruised and battered as 
I was pushed around while the church 
member looked for something else. I 
thought I would come to an end in that 
pocketbook before I had accomplished 
my purpose in life. 

One day Mrs. Church Member was trav-
eling on a train and I heard her talking 
with someone. I could not hear every-
thing that was said, but occasionally I 
caught a word. One sounded like "Sav-
iour," and another sounded like "com-
ing." The man Mrs. Church Member 
was talking with sounded skeptical when 
he spoke. It seemed that Mrs. Church 
Member was having very little success 
convincing the man. Finally I heard her 
say, "I have something that will help you 
understand." The pocketbook was opened 
and a hand groped through it. Twice it 
passed me, and I wondered what she was 
looking for. Finally she took me in her 
hand and smoothed out my wrinkles and 
creases. She gave me to the man and 
suggested that he read the message 
printed on me. 

The conversation seemed to end there 
and the man put me in his pocket, saying 
he would read me at some future time. 
For some days I lay in his pocket and I 
thought I was forgotten. One day, how-
ever, he took me out and read me. I 
heard him exclaim, "What nonsense!" 
and he threw me on the table. Later that 
evening he was reading a book. He put 
me in the book to mark the place where 
he had been reading, and closed the book. 
The next day he opened the book again, 
and I was glad to be free for a little 
while. When he was about to close the 
book again he picked me up and placed 
me between its pages. Before he closed 
the book he picked me up again. For a 
long time he looked at me and finally 
said, "Can it be possible?" He laid me 
aside and picked up another book. For 
a long time he studied it and then he read 
me again. He marked on me with a pen-
cil several times. 

Someone else came into the room and he 
asked her to read me. Oh! how thrilling 
it was to feel that I was important. 
Several times I was passed back and 
forth as they talked. Finally I heard the 
man say, "I have heard many sermons, 
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and many debates, and I have argued 
with theologists often. I was always 
skeptical, but now, that is all in the past. 
This tract has convinced me that there 
is a God; that His Son died for me; and 
that He is coming again to take His loved 
ones home with Him. I want to be num-
bered among them and I now give my 
heart and life to Him." 

Constrained by the Love of Christ 
Moss than thirty years ago a humble 

sister called at the penitentiary in a cer-
tain State to visit the man who was re-
sponsible for the murder of her husband. 
She spoke kindly to him, pleading with 
him to give his heart to Christ, and then 
left with him our message-filled litera-
ture. Only the Spirit of God could en-
able this woman to seek the salvation of 
the one who had caused her such great 
sorrow. She was not satisfied with one 
visit but went again and again until she 
-was rewarded by seeing the man surren-
der His life to Christ. On several occa-
sions the writer has bad the privilege of 
visiting this man, reclaimed from the 
depths of sin. His words of courage and 
hope, and deeds of love, testify to his 
sincerity of purpose. The following par-
agraph taken from a letter which he 
wrote to the Book and Bible House, con-
taining an order for all of Mrs. White's 
books in limp leather binding, gives an 
insight into the experience of this con-
verted prisoner: "These good books have 
been a wonderful help to me. They pick 
out the priceless gems of God's great 
proinises and place them in such beauti-
ful setting—like putting a work of art 
in a beautiful frame. I am very thankful 
for the measure of freedom I have, and 
by the help of God am endeavoring never 
to violate any confidence that is placed 
in me. I am having a most blessed ex-
perience day by day, striving to learn 
the wonderful lessons the Lord Jesus has 
condescended to teach me, that I may 
ever be a true and living witness to the 
reality of His transforming grace." 

This soul "won by one" is now finding 
joy in working for others. Only recently 
he was seen kneeling at the bedside of 
an aged prisoner who was dying but not 
ready to die. What an impressive figure 
—one life-timer, seventy-one years of 
age, kneeling by the bedside of a fellow 

Yes, I am a tract, and it was a won-
derful adventure. I won a soul for God. 
But I tremble to think what would have 
happened to that man if I had not been 
put into circulation. There are millions 
like me who have a work to do. Don't 
keep us from doing work by neglecting 
to put us into circulation. 

W. L. )3ARCLAY. 

prisoner, eighty-five years of age, plead 
ing with God to accept a penitent soul 
Can you doubt that God bent low to hear 
that cryI—Home Missionary Gazette. 

!if VI 

A Grateful Patient 
ON a trip Brother W. R. Vail made up 

into northeastern Rhodesia last October, 
he and another missionary ran into a lit-
tle incident that might be of interest to 
all. 

The first evening of the trip they 
stopped at a trader's home on the shores 
of the Luapula River, about one hundred 
miles from Ndola, and had supper with 
him. After the meal the visitors sat 
about his table listening as the trader 
made the most of a rare opportunity of 
talking with someone from the outside 
world. Knowing they were missionaries, 
but not knowing yet that Brother Vail 
was a Seventh-day Adventist, the trader 
turned the topic to missions and mis-
sionaries. 

After some general observations the 
trader remarked, "Missionaries do not 
receive the credit for the wonderful work 
they are doing in this country!' Then 
he went on to relate the following story: 

January 6 

POSTWAR RELIEF 
Key Thought for Leaders: "Suppose a 

brother and a sister are poorly clad or 
lark daily food, and one of you says to 
them, 'Cage you well; keep yourselves 
warm and well fed,' and yet you do not 
supply their bodily needs; what is the use 
of that?" ."What good is it, my brethren, 
if a man professes to have faith, and yet his 
actions do not corr,gspond? Can such faith 
save him?" James 2:15, 16, Weymouth. 

A few years previous to the time of this 
incident he had started out through the 
Bechuanaland Protectorate, trading as he 
went, leaving the Zambezi River and go-
ing off toward a place called Mann. 
While he was still out in the bush he was 
taken with a severe attaek of malaria, 
which developed into blaekwater fever. 
Out there all alone and dangerously ill, 
he became unconscious of his condition 
and surroundings. The next thing he 
knew he was in a comfortable hospital 
bed, with a doctor and a European nurse 
working over him with a devotion and 
interest that could not be excelled. He 
said the name of the mission was the 
Mann Medical Mission, and it was run 
by a denomination called Seventh-day 
Adventists. Turning to his visitors, lie 
asked if they had ever heard of them, re-
marking also that he owed his life to the 
care of that doctor and nurse, who took 
such an interest in him regardless of his 
creed, whether he could pay or not, or 
who he was. He stayed at the mission 
until he was completely recovered. "Now, 
whenever they bring their little book 
around, I always help out as much as I 
can," he said. 

Of course Brother Vail let this trader 
know who he was, and a pleasant time 
was spent in discussing the various mis-
sions and missionaries he had met in his 
travels. 

J. M. HNATYSHYN, Home Miss. Sec., 
Southern African Division. 

VF 

WHEN divine power is combined with 
human effort, the work will spread like 
fire in the stubble. God will employ 
agencies whose origin man will be unable 
to discern; angels will do a work which 
men might have had the blessing of ac-
complishing, had they not neglected to 
answer the claims of God.—Mrs. E. G. 
White in _Review and Herald, Dec. 15, 
1885. 

It was our Saviour who said, "In solemn 
truth I tell you that in so far as ye have 
rendered such services to one of the hum-
blest of these My brethren, you rendered 
them to Myself." Matt. 25 :40, Weymouth. 
This is a very familiar text of Scripture, 
and while the entire human family are sub-
jects of Christian ministry, "brethren" in 
the bonds of Christ are particularly re-
ferred to here. 

In most parts of the world, during the 
decade preceding World War II, the need 
of rendering' service to "the household of 
faith" in the way of food and clothing, has 
been limited, owing to prosperity and op. 

* News From Soul Winners * 

Weekly Church Missionary Services 
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THE NERD AND PURPOSE OF THE 
BIBLE TRAINING CLASS 

Key Thought for Leaders: "The plan Of 
holding Bible readings was a heaven-torn 
idea. There are many, both torn and 
woman, who can engage in this branch of 
missionary icork."—Glospel Workers, P.  iPI. 

Seventh-day Adventists are the holders 
of a holy calling. The men and women of 
the world look upon us as Bible students. 
es knowing from the Inspired Word of God 
why we are Seventh.day Adventists. The 
ilomo Missionary Department of the Gen-
eral Conference sponsors the Bible Service 
Training School not only for the purpose et 
maintaining this fine time-honored tradi. 
tion but also for the training of our laity In 
the fine art of giving Bible studies to others. 
The lateness of the hour to which we have 
come, the urgency of our message. the need 
of a better-trained laity must ever be kept 
before us. Greater efficiency must be our 
aim in soul winning. 

The Bible Service Training Class program 
can be accelerated to the point where in-
stead of taking thirteen weeks for the 
Coarse. It can he given very efficiently start• 
ing with the service Friday night end end-
ing with the service Wednesday night. But  

whether you conduct the accelerated course 
or the regular tourse which takes thirteen 
weeks, one hour a week, every church should 
at least once a year conduct a Bible Service 
Training Class for the encouragement of its 
laity and for the training of its laity in the 
God•given task of giving the message to all, 
everywhere. 

The call is a personal one to every Ser. 
enth-day Adventist. We cannot all go 
across for foreign 	

i 
service but we can all 

"come across" for service n our home com-
munities. "Not more surely is the place 
prepared for us In the heavenly mansions 
than is the special place designated on earth 
where we are to work for God," Is a state-
went from the Spirit of prophecy with 
which we aro all familiar. 

"Of equal Importance with special public 
efforts Is house.tohouse work In the homes 
of the people."—Testlitiontes, Vol. IX, p. III. 

"Ministers should not do the work which 
belongs to the church, thus wearying them-
selves. and preventing others from perform-
ing their duty. They should teach the mem-
bers how to labor in tho church and In the 
commuulty."—iiislorioai Sketches, p. 

"In laboring where there are already 
some in the faith, the minister should at 
drat seek not so much to convert unbeliev-
ers. as to train the church members for ac-
ceptable co.operation. Let him labor for 
them individually, endeavoring to arouse 
them to seek for a deeper experience them-
se:res, and to work for others. When they 
lire prepared to sustain. the minister by 
their prayers and labors, greater success 
will attend his efforts."—Gospel Workers, 
p. 196. 

Not only should the course be open to 
those who have never taken It, but it should 
constitute a review course for those who 
have taken the course in the past. Get in 
touch with your conference home mission-
ary secretary, endeavor to secure the sem 
Ices of your pastor, a Bible instructor, or 

on your cference home missionary secretary 
as a teacher, and the Lord bless you as you 
promote this vital Bible Service Training 

R. J. CHRISTIAN. 

January 20 

LIBERTY MAGAZINE 

Key Thought for Leaders: "The banner 
of truth and religious liberty held aloft by 
the founders of the gospel chum* and by 
God's witnesses during the centuries that 
hare passed since then, has, in this  eon 
diet. been committed to our hands. The re 
it:ousted:4y for this great gift rests with 
those whom God has blessed with a knowl-
edge of His Word."—Acta of the Apostles, 
Pe. RI, 0. 

An eminent American jurist many years 
ago observed that in a government Of the 
people "there Is no safety except on an en• 
lightened public opinion, based on Individ-
ual intelligence." 

This world has never faced a more crucial 
hour in its history. The liberties of man 
kind are to be weighed in the balance of hu-
man reckoning. The machinery constitutes 
the lawmaking bodies of each county, the 
leaders of thought In all communities, and  

the preachers and educators of all classes. 
They represent the hub of human plans and 
thought. 

Our object should not be to wait and see 
and then attempt to salvage human liberties 
from the maze of man's Invention, but to 
begin not later than when the enemy be• 
gins—and in has well begun to sow his 
tares. 

Our Liberty Magazine has more than dou- 
bled its subscription list within the last 
few years. It has won its place into the 
circles of importance and le securing co-
operation from nationally known contrib-
utors. No lawyer's office In your home 
town, no doctor's waiting room. no high 
school principal's desk, or homes of civic 
lenders. legislators, and Congressmen should 
he deprived of its Pages. 

'Satan is still working through every 
means which he can control to destroy re-
ligious liberty."—The Great Controversy, 
p 

"The banner of truth and religious ilb• 
no which these Reformers held aloft. has 
in this last conflict been committed to us." 
—Testimonies, Vol. VI, p. 40t 

Let its make known the banner and keep 
the flag eying. 

Phut WICKMAN. Assoo. See., 
Itellidous Liberty Dept. 

January 27 

MISSIONARY EXPERIENCES 

Key Thought for Leaders: "If every 
chores member were o living missionary, 
the gospel would speedily be proclaimed in 
Mt 00antrics. to alt Raglan, nation", and 
longues."—Tessimomes, vol. IX, P. 

A few years ago one of our faithful COI. 
portent's in Chinn called at the tollgate 
office at the end of a canal in North China 
and asked to see the one in charge. An 
interview was arranged and he succeeded in 
persuading Mr. Liu. the superintendent of 
the office. to subscribe for the Chinese titans 
of the Times. Later, arrangements were 
made to hold a few Bible studies In the 
home of this new subscriber. These studies 
rrented a keen interest In the Scriptures. 
The family eagerly awaited the monthly 
visits of the paper and thereby read them. 
selves Into the message. There was  no 
Seventh-day Adventist church In that area, 
hilt when they read that God requires His 
children to pay tithe. they began sending 
it to the mission office every time they re. 
ceased their pay check. Later, Brother Liu 
added an amount for Sabbath school and 
other offerings 

On being convinced of the Sabbath truth. 
Mr. Lin went to his employer and asked 
for the Sabbath off. At first he was re-
toed. but when It was found that he would 
resign unless his request was granted he was 
told that a ruling could not be made grant-
ing him his Sabbath free, but he could 
simply not appear for work on that day. 

When the head of the company was 
Changed and a new man came In who re• 
fused to permit this new believer to be ah 
sent from work on Sabbath, he resigned 
rather than work on that day. 

About this time the annual meeting for 
the mission in that area was held. Mr. 
Lin And his family attended and the entire 
family--father. mother. three daughters, 
and one son—were baptized. 

Shortly after the baptism Mr. IAn re-
ceived a letter from ono of the mission 
workers. saying that he knew a young man 
who would like to marry the oldest daugh-
ter. Mr. Liu replied. "The first question 
I want to ask you is. le the young man an 
Adventist? If not. then I am not willing 
even to consider It. for I am not willing 
for any of my children to marry outside 
of this faith " 

Later this good brother connected with 
the staff of one of our sanitariums, where 
he did faithful work until he was forced to 
retire bemuse of advanced age and difficulty 
in hearing. The two older daughters were 
married to believers in our field, the other 
girl was graduated from the Shanghai San-
itarium School of Nursing, and the son was 
graduated last rear from the commercial 
course at our China Training Institute. 

Than. under the blessing or God, a family 
of six were brought Into this message 
through the reading of one of our message- 
filled periodicals. 	GROWN! J. APPILL. 

certainty. which have been so abundant. 
But we have now reached a time when our 
brethren and sisters throughout many parts 
of the great present war area are in actual 
need, and the call comes to all believers In 
North America especially, to rally as never 
before to share our comforts and blessings 
with those who. through no fault of their 
own, have been called to suffer the Inde-
scribable deprivations of modern warfare. 

Tho most urgent call is for clothing: new 
garments of all kinds, and garments which 
have been worn but are still in good con-
dition—clean. whole,' and ready to wear. 
This includes winter and summer clothing, 
for men, women, and children of all ages, 

. and layettes for Infants. All supplies from 
the churches are to be collected at confer- 
ence headquarters, and from here will be 
passed to a central shipping point and sent 
into the liberated countries of Europe. 
China. and other parts, as fast as shipping 
facilities con be provided. For full instruc 
tions, keep in touch with conference home 
missionary secretaries. 

The situation in many of the liberated 
countries, and io those where liberty has 
not yet been achieved, is described by an 
eyewitness as follows: "in the wake of the 
war there are millions of halfatarved peo-
ple--men and women of skin and bones, 
with staring eyes, and children whose 
bodies are twisted by starvation. The 
clothing being worn has been In constant 
use for four years or more. and Is almost 
beyond use. Children are desperate for 
clothing. and it is impossible to find any. 
All our warehouses aro empty. There is 
nothing to buy." While this was not writ. 
ten of our own Seventh-day Adventist 
brethren and sisters, yet we know many of 
them aro in a similar situation. Until man-
ufacturing and business procedures can be 
re-established, garments, uncut material, 
thread. buttons, and notions of all kinds. 
will be very helpful. Distribution will be 
made through Seventh•day Adventist head-
quarters In the various countries. and what. 
ever can be spared after supplying our own 
needy people will be shared with those not 
of stir faith 

Let us search through our attics and 
closets and bring out the clothing which 
can be spared, see that it Is remodeled, if 
necessary. and in every case clean and In 
good condition for immedta 

merchants 
may 

also be well to call on loca 	and 
ask for donations of shopworn clothing, or 
visit manufacturing concerns and ask for 
remnants of woolen. gingham, prints, and 
material of all kinds: also buttons and 
thread from the several factories, and the 
various other notions so necessary for use in 
sewing by people who can make their own 
garments if they have the material. The 
call for good shoes for men. women, and 
children is especially emphasized. 

Now Is the time to render practical relief 
service to those in need, cheered by the 
assurance that the Saviour considers it the 
same as rendered unto Him. 

Get It Done 
Pr Isn't the job we intended to do. 

Or the labor we've just begun 
That puts us right on the balance sheet. 

It's the work we've really done. 

Our credit is built upon things we ilo. 
Our debit on things we shirk : 

The man who totals the biggest plus 
Is the man who completes Isis work. 

Good intentions do not par bills; 
It is easy enough to Plan. 

To wish is the play of an office boy 
To ilo is the job of a man 

—Author Unknown. 
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Department of Education 
' Featuring Home and Parent Education in the 

Home and School Association and the Christian Home Council 

Polishing Stones for the 
Temple 
Tolerance 

As You Go Through Life 

Boar look for the flaws as you go through 
life 

And even when you find them 
It Is wise and kind to be somewhat blind 
And look for the virtue behind them. 
For the cloudiest night has a hint of light 
Somewhere in its shadows hiding; 
It is better far to hunt for a star 
Than the spots on the sun !abiding. 

The current of life runs ever away 
To the bosom of God's great ocean. 
Don't set your force 'gainst the river's 

course 
And think to alter its motion. 
Don't waste a curse on the universe— 
Remember it lived before you. 
Don't butt at the storm with your puny 

form, 
But bend and let it go o'er you. 

The world will never adjust itself 
To suit your whims to the letter. 
Some things must go wrong your whole life 

long, 
And the sooner you know It the better. 
It's folly to fight with the Infinite 
And go under at last in the wrestle 
The wiser man shapes into God's plan 
As water shapes into a vessel. 

—Ella Wheeler Wilcox. 

Wr W. 

Notes to Leaders 
How are you progressing In the under-

standing and development of character? 
Are these studies making a definite contri-
bution to the needs of your members? To-
be most helpful, the program should be 
carefully planned, and the presentation of 
topics should be simple and straightfor-
ward. Begin—and close—on time. This 
will help the attendance and interest in the 
II ome and School Association meetings. 
Encourage as many different ones as pos-
sible to contribute in one way or another. 

If children are to appear on the program, 
arrange to have their part come first, so 
that they can be dismissed. If necessary, 
have entertainment provided for them in 
another room, with adult supervision. It is 
impossible to secure the most good from 
any study of child problems when the chil-
dren are present to listen to the discussion. 
When they are properly cared for elsewhere, 
all minds can he free to give their attention 
to the matter in hand. 

May this subject of tolerance take on a 
new and very practical meaning for each 
one as you study it together. 

FLOIMNCE K. REBOK. 

IT'S A GOOD THING 
To be blind when others are looking for 

trouble, 
To be dumb when others are messing in 

scandal, 
To be deaf when others are spreading gos- 

To b 
spi

e
, 

busy when others are waiting for 
luck to break, 

To be pushing when others are hunting for 
pulls, 

To be tolerant when others are contentious, 
To be charitable when others are caught in 

mistakes. 
—Author Unknown. 

Fifth Meeting on Character Study 

Tolerance 

I. WHAT is tolerance I  
A. "Intellectual forbearance with 

reference to views, opinions, or 
actions with which one is not es-
pecially in sympathy." To bear, 
put up with, allow, be long-suf-
fering with, beliefs of others; to 
forbear, not retaliate—all in 
kindly spirit. 

B. The opposite of bigotry, intol-
erance, narrowness, prejudice, 
dogmatism. 

C. Religious liberty for others as 
for oneself. 

[Word "tolerance" not found in fie 
der to'the Writtngs of Mrs. E. G. 
White. Look under synonyms and 
antonyms.] 

II. Why is tolerance needed'? 
A. Characteristic of God (PK 325) 

and of remnant people. Matt. 
5:5; Rev. 14:12. We must be 
like Him to see Him as He is. 
1 John 3:2. 
I. Needed in soul winning. "The 

Master's message must be de-
clared in the Master's spirit." 
—OW 497. 

2. Needed with commandment 
breakers—even with persecu-
tors. "God requires you to 
give to the world and the 
church a good example, a life 
that represents Jesus."-5T 
334. 

3. Needed for own peace and 
happiness. "In patient for-
bearance we shall conquer. It 
is patience in service that 
brings rest to the soul."—
OW 497. 

4. Needed in discipline. Toler-
ance does not allow disobedi-
ence; punish when necessary, 
but in love that will "pity the 
erring; comfort the unfortu-
nate, and encourage the 
weak." "You can be firm yet 
kind."-4T 66. 

B. Bible rebukes intolerance. 
I. John forbade one to east out 

devils in Jesus' name. Jesus 
said, "Forbid him not." Mark 
9:38, 39. 

2. James and John would call 
fire from heaven upon Samari-
tans who received not Jesus. 
He rebuked them: "Ye know 
not what manner of spirit ye 
are of." Luke 9:51-55. 

3. James and John's mother re-
quested that her sons sit on  

Jesus' right and left; ten dis-
ciples indignant; Jesus ex-
plained the different spirit of 
His kingdom. Matt. 20:20-28. 

C. Lack of tolerance is great danger 
to Seventh-day Adventists. 
1. We know we have the truth—

likely to make us intolerant of 
others' ideas, beliefs, and ac-
tions. "Criticize no one."-
5T 334. 

2. Christians should be more tol-
erant than people of world—
not always the case. 
a. Intolerance 	reproaches 

Christian religion. 4T 65. 
b. God requires "charity that 

csuffereth long, and is 

3. Most of us are too quick to 
judge. 
a. "You may be in danger of 

wanting to correct others, 
and make them feel their 
wrongs. Do not do this. 
This is not the work God 
has given you to do."-
5T 334. 

b. There are those "who are 
as tares among the wheat. 
But the Lord does not give 
you or anyone else the of-
fice of saying who are tares 
and who are wheat. We 
may see and condemn the 
faults of others, while we 
have greater faults which 
we have never realized, but 
which are distinctly seen 
by others."—Ibid, pp. 333, 
334. 

4. Intolerance shown by: 
a. Criticizing sermon, minis-

ter, church school teacher, 
fellow Members. (See par-
agraph "Gossip; Cannibal-
ism," in Education, page 
235.) 

b. Judging others on dress, 
diet, etc. This may be 
worse in God's sight than 
the fault observed in the 
others. 

o. Condemning (if only in 
own mind) those who do 
not attend prayer meeting, 
Dorcas Society, missionary 
meeting. These may be at 
home in contrite prayer, or 
diligently performing mis-
sionary duties of a true 
Christian. 

d. Considering as great sin-
ners neighbors who attend_ 
the dance, theater, or races. 
These may be generous 
toward Ingathering, vote 
against Sundaw laws, or 
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show Sabbath considera-
tions to Adventist em-
ployees. May even be 
converted if drawn by a 
tolerant and lovable Chris-
tian life. 

e. Being contemptuous of 
those who swear, smoke, 
drink, gamble. Jesus died 
for such. If He is correctly 
represented to them, they 
may accept Him, and plead, 
"God be merciful to me 
a sinner." Like publican, 
may go away justified move 
than those "Pharisees" who 
condemn them. 

D. Tolerance is basis of religious 
liberty we cherish. 
1. Guard against intolerance to-

ward other religions, as mani-
fested by Pilgrim Fathers. 
"The freedom which they sac-
rificed so much to secure for 
themselves, they were not 
equally ready to grant to 
others."—GC 299. 

2. Spirit of tolerance wins; in-
tolerance repels. 4T 65. 

III. How develop tolerance? 
A. First be tolerant with child and 

all people; teach by example. 
(Requires tact, skill.) 
1. Childish ideas due to inex-

perience. Do not scorn, ig-
nore, or be intolerant. Deal 
kindly; remember, "When I 
was a child, I spake as a 
child." Guide learning and 
experience so they may grow 
up, "put away childish things." 

2. One ideal of adolescence is 
not to tell on a pal. A form 
of loyalty, void of the judg-
ment experience gives. Be not 
intolerant of the trait, nor 
force youth to tell. Lead him 
in experience; help him to see 
difference between true and 
false loyalty. Use stories. 

B. Teach child to appreciate, de-
sire, and strive for spirit of tol-
erance. Naturally intolerant be-
cause of inexperience and inborn 
selfishness. 
1. Teach long-suffering of God: 

a. With Adam and Eve. 
b. With Israel. 
c. With us. 

2. Lead to admire forbearance 
of: 
a. Moses with Israel. 
b. Jesus with His persecutors. 
c. Christian martyrs. 

3. Show that tolerance wins 
friends: 
a. David spared Saul when he 

could have retaliated. 
b. Abraham Lincoln loved by 

both North and South. 
e. Friends you know—chil-

dren who share toys, good 
times. 

4. Intolerance makes enemies—
naturally disliked if not tol-
erant. 

a. Man forgiven great debt, 
but unkind and unforgiv-
ing to one who owed him 
small amount. Matt. 18: 
24-30. 

b. Child who is selfish with 
things, always wants to 
play his game, etc. 

e. Child loses friends and hap-
piness by retaliation in bad 
words, fighting;  pouting, 
etc. 

C. Help child attain forbearance 
under wrong: 
1. Do not allow feelings to be 

easily hurt. "We are to live, 
not to guard our feelings or 
our reputation, but to save 
souls."—GW 475. 

2. "Do all that lies in your 
power, without the sacrifice 
of principle, to conciliate 
others."—Ibid. 

3. Forbear when impatient words 
are spoken. "A soft answer 
turneth away wrath." Won-
derful power in silence. 

4. When ill-treated or wrong-
fully accused, instead of re-
turning angry answer, remind 
yourself: "Be not overcome of 
evil, but overcome evil with 
good." Rom. 12:21. "Com-
mit thy way unto the Lord; 
trust also in Him; and He 
shall bring it to pass." Ps. 
37:5. Ibid, 476. 

5. When confidence is betrayed, 
trust in Lord, who permits 
this "that we may learn the 
folly of trusting in man and 
making flesh our arm."-2/bid. 

6. Power in prayer. "Whatso-
ever ye shall ask of the Fa-
ther in My name, He may give 
it you." John 15:16. Steps to 
Christ, chapter on "Prayer." 

D. Make terms, ways, and means 
simple for child. Use such ex-
pressions as patience (sweetly 
waiting), long-suffering, meek-
ness, kind words; not trying to 
make others do your way in 
games, trying to get even, fight-
ing back, etc. Put self in other 
person's place, and do to him as 
you'd like for him to do to you. 

Add to progressive blackboard chart 
(see GAZETTES August through De- 
cember): 

TRAITS 

5. Tolerance 
a. "The God whom we serve is 

long-suffering; 	cenaPas- 
stens fail not.' "—PK 325 

b. "To err is human, to forgive, 
divine." 

"THE men and women who are lifting the 
world upward and onward are those who 
encourage more than criticize." 

Glyn to every other human being every 
right that you claim for yourself.—Robert 
G. Ingersoll. 

January, 1945 

Seventy Times Seven 

BY A. M. AMUNDSON 

THE world is filled with the spirit of 
intolerance. The blood being shed on the 
fields of battle;  the ever-increasing unrest 
in the ranks of labor at home, tell us all 
too plainly the attitude of man toward 
man. "But," we say, "the world is not 
Christian." Yet one of the grave dan-
gers of Seventh-day Adventists today is 
this very leek of tolerance. Like Peter, 
we are so apt to say, "Lord, how oft 
shall my brother sin against me, and I 
forgive him? till seven times?" Peter 
might have said, "How tolerant shall I 
he toward one who doesn't come up to 
my standard, or doesn't fall in line with 
my way of thinking?" That, however, is 
not the attitude of a true Christian. At 
that time Peter was not truly converted 
—we have Jesus' word for it. We have 
also Jesus' answer to Peter's question: 
"I say not unto thee, Until seven times: 
but, Until seventy times seven." 

Of all the characters in the Bible;  none 
seems to be more lovable than John, the 
disciple "whom Jesus loved." All through 
John's writings, the predominant theme 
is Jesus' love for humanity;  and the ad-
monition that we ought to love one an-
other, even as Jesus loved us. But John 
had not always possessed this tolerant, 
lovable disposition. Had he not forbid-
den one to east out devils in Jesus' name, 
because he was not of John's particular 
group/ Had he not wanted to command 
fire to come down from heaven and con-
sume the inhabitants of a certain village 
in Samaria because they did not receive 
the Master and His disciples? Ah no, 
John had not always been the loving, 
lovable, tolerant character who wrote The 
Gospel According to John, and the Reve-
lation, and the -Epistles. He was once 
proud and self-seeking, a son "of thun-
der." Wherein, then, lay the secret of 
his transformation? He had been with 
Jesus I During the three and a half 
years of his association with Jesus he 
had been drinking in the love of his Sav-
iour. By beholding Him, John the son 
"of thunder," selfish, hot-tempered, big-
oted, and intolerant, had become John 
"the beloved"—that disciple "whom Jesus 
loved." What more could any of us ask 
than to be a disciple whom Jesus loves? 

To be truly Christian, we must be like 
Christ. One of the distinguishing marks 
of a Christian is his love and thoughtful-
ness for his brethren and all fellow men. 
The more closely we come to resemble 
Jesus in character, the greater will be our 
love and forbearance toward those for 
whom He gave His life. No matter how 
lofty our profession, if our hearts are not 
filled with love for our fellow men we are 
not' true disciples of Christ and cannot 
hope to inherit eternal life. God's great 
forbearance and long-suffering are shown 
in what we call the parable of the prodi-
gal son, but which we are told the Scotch 
call the parable of the wonderful father. 
There is no censure of the returning pen-
itent, no "I told you so." There is only 
the warm, openhearted welcome of a lov-
ing and forgiving father. In Jesus' 
look at Peter after his denial of the 
Saviour, there was no censure or condem-
nation—only love and pity. 
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How very important it is, then, that as 
parents and teachers, we rightly repre-
sent Christ to those who have been given 
into our charge. We recognize our God as 
long-suffering and full of compassion. 
We may well ponder and honestly study 
the words of Paul in the thirteenth chap-
ter of First Corinthians, that we may bet-
ter understand the full implications of 
the word "charity." Unless we learn to 
be tolerant, in the full sense of the word, 
we shall fall short of the qualifications 
for -parents and teachers. For in the 
first paragraph on page 131 of Testi-
monies, Volume III, we read: 

"It is the nicest work ever assumed by 
men and women to deal with youthful 
minds.. . . Parents and schoolteachers 
are certainly disqualified to properly edu-
cate children, if they have not first 
learned the lesson of self-control, pa-
tience, forbearance, gentleness, and love." 

We must not, however, confuse toler-
ance with indifference toward wrongdo-
ing, shiftlessness, or disobedience. Nor 
is tolerance synonymous with poor disci-
pline. We find it necessary at times to 
chasten for love's sake. 

At many a dinner table the shortcom-
ings of the pastor or elder, the Sabbath 
school or church school teacher, this or 
that member or neighbor, a local, State, 
or national official, are freely discussed 
—and of ten embellished. Yet we wonder 
why our children are developing such crit-
ical, intolerant, cynical attitudes toward 
their playmates, one another, their par-
ents and teachers, the church, the gov-
ernment, life in general. 

The teaching of tolerance should, of 
course, begin in the home. Who is better 
able to teach it, in the early formative 
years of the child's life, than the God-
fearing parents who have learned by ex-
perience the long-suffering and compas-
sion of their God? The child who is born 
into, and grows up in, such an environ-
ment naturally and more or less uncon-
sciously develops this spirit of tolerance, 
of giving others credit for good inten-
tions and excusing their shortcomings—
the spirit of the golden rule. 

In the home the responsibility of guid-
ance rests with the parents; in the school 
the teacher must accept and assume re-
sponsibility with them for the guidance 
of the children. The school then may 
well be considered as a laboratory, a 
broader field in which to learn and to 
practice tolerance, patience, forbearance, 
thoughtfulness. 

"The early education of youth shapes 
their characters both in their secular and 
in their religious life.. . In order for 
parents and teachers to do this work, they 
must themselves understand 'the way' the 
child should go. This . . . takes in ev-
erything that is good, virtuous, righteous, 
and holy. It comprehends the practice of 
temperance, godliness, brotherly kind-
ness, and love to God and to one another. 
In order to attain this object, the physi-
cal, mental, moral, and religious educa-
tion of children must have attention." 

pp. 181, 182. 
We need to awaken to our own short-

comings in this matter of tolerance. All 
about us we see evidences of "man's in-
humanity to man," not only in the world 
but right in our own church, in our own  

homes. There is but one remedy; par-
ents, teachers, church members, and 
workers need a closer walk with Jesus. 
By beholding Him we may become 
changed and acquire this spirit of toler-
ance and forbearance toward our fellow 
men that is necessary before we can be 
accounted worthy of a place in His king-
dom. Our lives must show that we have 
been with Jesus and have learned of Him. 
Then, and only then, shall we be able to 
bring others to appreciate, desire, and ac-
cept the special truths of the advent 
message. 

Forgive Them 
BY DORA GREVE 

THE young captain had fallen into 
enemy hands. He knew he could not es-
cape, and that there would be no mercy, 
for he was not a common prisoner of war. 
It would appear that the surest way to 
destroy his power and influence forever 
was to pronounce the death sentence 
speedily. 

While hardened, efficient soldiers pre-
pared to carry out the order without de-
lay, the captain thought of his command-
ing officer far away in his own native 
land. He had fought valiantly for a 
cause which he knew was just. The spirit 
of freedom for which he was about to 
make the supreme sacrifice filled his very 
being. Loyalty and devotion to a right-
eous cause covered even the intolerance 
and bitter hatred of the enemy. Some-
how the horror of death in an alien coun-
try lost its sting as he looked in pity and 
wonder upon his executioners. "Father, 
forgive them; for they know not what 
they do," was His response to the pierc-
ing nails and the two-edged sword. 

The light of His forbearance and love 
pierced the might of the enemy's armed 
guard of violence and force. Another 
loyal soul caught the gleam and lifted it 
high on the very battlefield where the 
Captain had died, The leader of the 
armies of intolerance and hate hastily 
marshaled his forces, and the stones of 
revenge fell thick and fast about the de-
fenseless head of the faithful volunteer, 
who had led many a new recruit over 
dangerous ground. But beyond he could 
see the eternal light, and above the shouts 
of the bloodthirsty multitude came his 
clear echo of the Captain's dying prayer: 
"Lord, lay not this sin to their charge." 

Another soldier of truth had fallen, 
but not in vain. The light of undying 
perfect love shone on. Thousands caught 
the gleam through the darkness and fol-
lowed it to join the army of "the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life." Encouraged 
by the Captain's voice, they pressed the 
battle to the gates of the enemy. 
Through the ages they held aloft the 
standard of their Commanding Officer. 
Today thousands stand faithful against 
the enemy, and are recruiting still other 
thousands for the cause of truth, through 
the testimony of their lives. 

Fathers and mothers, teachers in Is-
rael, where do you stand today? Are 
you faithfully training the youthful re-
cruits in your own home camps/ The 
Captain is depending on you. His guide- 

book is simple; His instruction is sure. 
The rules are few and well considered. 

1. Accept no compromise with evil. 
2. Respect the Ideas and opinions of 

others. 
3. Teach your children to forgive one an-

other. 
4. Create opportunities for your children 

to serve others. 
5. Light your altars with the flame of the 

Holy Scriptures. 
O. Oil the home and school relationships 

with charity and understanding. 
7. Never allow suspicion, hatred, or mal-

ice to dwell within your hearts. 
8. Entertain no word of criticism con-

cerning the leaders of the army of truth. 
9. Enter sympathetically into the feelings 

and problems of people of every class and 
station in life. 

When Emma entered boarding school 
for the first time, she was poor, physically 
handicapped, and socially maladjusted, 
"Nancy, I would like to have you room 
with Emma," suggested the dean to one 
of the girls. 

"What! room with that funny thing?" 
she replied indignantly. "Why she 
doesn't know enough to make her own 
bed, and hardly enough to put her shoes 
on the right feet—and you expect me to 
room with herl Impossible!" 

"Perhaps you could help her to feel at 
home and to be like the rest of us if you 
lived with her for a while," was the quiet 
reply. 

"But I don't want her to be like the 
rest of us, and I refuse to have anything 
to do with such people. I never could 
tolerate queer folks like her. Mother 
would never allow it, I am sure, and I 
shall leave school if you insist." 

This kind leader of modern youth did 
not insist. But Nancy's intolerant spirit 
was continually manifested against oth-
ers, and even against the high standards 
of the school, until one day her trunk 
was taken to the station because her lack 
of forbearance and co-operation made 
her dishonorable discharge necessary, 
She turned her back forever on the train• 
ing center where the Captain could have 
made her an officer in His army. 

Encouraged and helped by the kind, 
understanding friendship of other youth- 
ful soldiers, Emma emerged with many 
talents to present for Christian service, 
She thought sadly of Nancy; and she, 
too, echoed her Captain's undying words: 
"Father, forgive." 

The Captain calls today. The enemy 
also calls. Just now search your own 
hearts. Do you find even a spark of in- 
tolerance? If you do, quench it with the 
stream that flows from your Captain's 
wounded side, lest you kindle another 
flame in the heart of a child. 

The enemy's fires of hatred and intol- 
erance flame around the world. Ere long 
they will be turned in all their fury upon 
the army of pure truth. The children and 
youth will not escape. 

Only those who are truly tolerant shall 
endure unto the end and be able to say, 
"Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do." Only those who are 
made perfect in the love of God will at 
last stand before Him wearing the in- 
signe of victory. So live that when the 
Captain looks over that mighty throng 
who have gained the victory over the in-
tolerant, selfish heart of flesh, He will 
find you there. 
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Pergamos 
(Contiatued from first page) 

Speaking of the great day of final 
judgment, a servant of God says of the 
careless church members: "At that tri-
bunal must they render an account who 
have devoted their God-given talents of 
time, of means, or of intellect, to serving 
the gods of this world. They have for-
saken their true and loving Friend, to 
follow the path of convenience and 
worldly pleasure. . . . Frivolous amuse-
ments, pride of dress, indulgence of ap-
petite, hardened the heart and benumbed 
the conscience, so that the voice of truth 
was not heard. . . But in the reaping 
time they will gather that which they 
have sown." 

But this is not the only lesson taught 
by the history of the church at Perga-
mos; we learn also how displeasing, in 
the eyes of Christ, is impurity of life. 
Every church is intended to be a light 
-of the world, not only by its teachings, 
but by its conduct. To receive or retain 
unholy men as members of our churches, 
is a fearful corruption of the church of 
'Christ, which was ever intended to be a 
"congregation of faithful men," a com-
munion of saints. To retain willful sin-
ners in the fellowship of the church is 

-the most awful thing that can be prac-
ticed by the church, for it is employing 
the authority of that body to defend the 
transgressor and to apologize for his of-
fense. 

"The church is a band of witnesses to 
-the necessity and excellence of holiness, 
and anything which would weaken that 
testimony is infinitely mischievous to the 
cause of Christian morality, and there-
fore grossly insulting to him who died 
to 'purify unto Himself a peculiar peo-
ple, zealous of good works.' Whenever 
the church ceases to bear testimony for 
holiness, it abandons its commission and 
is no longer a witness for Christ." The 
true church bears upon. its banner this in-
-scription, "Holiness to the Lord," and it 
-stands out adorned with the beauties of 
holiness, as a living witness for Him, who 
in the cherubim's song is lauded as the 
'Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty." 

A New Hymn Valued in the 
Mission Field 

DURING the first World War a member 
-of the mission came into Constantinople 
from the southern coast of the Black Sea. 
For the first time he heard the singing 
of a song about the calling of the roll 
"up yonder." He wanted that song for  

his home members. He copied the words 
and sufficient of the notes to make sure 
he could lead the singing of it. With the 
writing in his loft sock, he started back, 
knowing he would be challenged by sen-
tries on the way. The last sentry post 
was a hard one. The Turkish soldiers 
stripped him from cap to shoes, examin-
ing every seam and lining and shoe sole 
for any hidden tissue-paper message. 
"Pull off your right sock!" He obeyed, 
with an anxious prayer in his heart for 
Heaven's intervention. By the time the 
right sock was examined, the officer's pa-
tience was exhausted. "Put on your 
clothes," he ordered. And with the hymn 
safe in the left seek the young man went 
his joyful way to the home folks. "And 
you should have heard the believers ring 
out that song, when they learned it!" he 
said. 

"When the roll is called up yonder, I'll 
be there." 	 W. A. SPICER, 

W 

The Witch Doctor Admits Failure 
(Nyasaland) 

JUST five miles away from here, at a 
little village called Nyasubi (meaning 
place of leopards, because of the leopards 
that were found there once upon a time, 
and still are now and then, due to the 
fine hiding places in those rocky hills 
near by), we have an out-school. A cer-
tain woman (heathen) had become so ill 
that soon she was unable to use her hands 
and legs. Bedridden for about half a 
year, she had tried all sorts of medicines 
from different village doctors and magi-
cians, but to no avail. At last the native 
witch doctor had to admit his failure in 
her case, and of his own accord advised 
her to call the teacher and the Christians 
from our school together for prayer. He 
said he had seen answer to prayer on an-
other occasion for a minor case, but per-
haps it might work also in her case. So 
the teacher was called, and he came with 
some of his older men to have prayer to-
gether for this woman, that if it was 
God's will and to His glory He would heal 
this woman. Within one week the woman 
was well enough to walk about her little 
house, and now she is able to go and visit 
her neighbors, who are very much aston-
ished to see her, for they bad given up all 
hope of her ever getting well. Since the 
witch doctor had already admitted his 
failure, the woman was quite free to tell 
of the wonder that had come to her in 
answer to the prayers of the Christians. 
Last Sabbath she arose in our little school 
to confess Christ publicly. She surren-
dered all her charms in which she had  

once put so much trust, as a sure sign 
of her change in belief and of her present 
faith in Jesus Christ. We have great 
hopes that the witch doctor will soon fol- 
low her example. 	H. E. Korn. 

SE W 
They Came With Singing 

Iw Isaiah's prophecy of the spread of 
the gospel he wrote of those who would 
"come with singing unto Zion." At a na-
tive teacher's council in Central Africa, 
teacher Stephen told of singing as a gos-
pel agency. Well named were Stephen 
and his associates. There were Abel, 
Seth, Samuel, Daniel, David, Moses, Job, 
Paul, and many other representatives 
named after patriarchs, prophets, and 
apostles. Stephen said: 

"I opened a school among scattered 
villages. Few came. I was all alone, 
and for several days was quite discour-
aged. But one night as I was praying, 
God revealed to me that I was not alone 
at all. He was with me. Next night I 
called a meeting and nearly all the 
heathen village came. I just taught them 
to sing They enjoyed it so much they 
wanted me to continue all night. They 
would not go away. I could not send 
them off. In a few days one hundred 
were converted, and they wished to build 
a house for the living God. Today I 
have 275 in the baptism class. Every 
night I hear them singing all over the 
villages." 

They shall "come with singing unto 
Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon 
their head." 	W. A. SPICES. 
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