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PASS IT ON

1 Have you had a kindness shown?
‘ Pass it on;
- . "T'was not given for thee alone,
Pass it on;
Let it travel down the years,
Let it wipe another’s tears,
Till in heaven the deed appears—
Pass it on.

A

Did you hear a loving word?
Pass it on;
Like the singing of a bird?
Pass it ony
Let its miusic live and grow,
Let it cheer another’s woe, .
You have reap’d what others sow—
Pass it on.

Have you found the heavenly light? : !
.Pass it on;
Souls are groping in the night,
‘Pass it on; ~
Hold thy lighted lamp on high,
Be a star in someone’s sky,
He may live who else would die—
Pass it on.

Be not selfish in thy greed,
Pass it on;
Look upon thy brother’s need,
Pass it on;
Live .for self, you live in vain,

. Live for Christ, you live again, !
Live for Him, with Him you reign—
Pass it on.
—Henry Burton.
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yOUNG pEOPLE'S pEPARTMENT

of Missionary Volunfeers
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NOTES TO OFFICERS
A Good Ending

MARK of good leadership in the
A Lord’s work, as in every enter-

prige, ‘generally reveals ifself in

the ability to earry an undertak-
ing through to a successful finish, Jesus
did thig in His undertaking; for He gaid,
“T have finigshed the work which Thou
gavest Me to do.” John 17:4. Are you
able to say that about the prejeets which
you have started in your society this
vear? Will you be able to say “I have
finished,” or more correctly, “We have
finished,” when you think =about the
Morning Watch, the Character Classics,
the M.V, Reading Courses, ete.,, when the
records of the past year are compiled$

1. MoprING WaTCoH—Have you en-
couraged your young people to ecarry on
thisg good work? Now is the time not
only to encourage a good completion but
to enlist memhers for a good beginning
in the coming year,

2, CHARACTER CrLassics.—This feature
of the work, which ig so important for
our mature young people, is largely a

crsonal matter of “earrying through.”

et the efficient young people’s leader
can be a great inspiration and help in
epnstantly prometing and enecuraging
in thig good work. Let us give our young
people a iift in their work of completion,
and solicit mew enrvollments for mnext
year.

3. SErvICE Bawps—Is your Sunshine
Band and Christian Help Band function-
ing at this important heliday season?
Have the Literature Bands and the
Prayer Bands been carried on through
the year? What are you doing about 1t¢

4. M.V, Crasses.—This enthusiastic
work for Friends, Companions, Comrades,
and Master Comrades is finding a ready
response all over the world. How do
your young people stand now? Do they
need encouragement? This iz the time
for you to give it to them

5. REaping CoursEs.—We have one of
the most interesting M.V. Reading
Courses im our history at the present
time, Let us faithfully encourage our
young people in this very imporfant edu-
cational work., Only as we leaders carry
on faithfully in these projeets, can we
enthusiastically encourage our young
pecple to be successful in their undertak-
ings. Let us do ouwr utmost to make it
possible for a host of young people to
shout unitedly at the year's end, “I have
finighed!” E. W. DUNBAR,

woow

“Ip you are a true friend, your heart
ig like 2 hell that strikes every time your
friend iz in trouble.”

Quizgram No. 11

A, CAn you mateh each word in the
column to the right with a numbered
word associated with it in the column af
the left$

1. Unit of society Society meeting

organization material

2. Crosshatch Recreational

3, COURCH OFFICERE’ activities
GAZETTH Bands

4. Soclety sccretary mEducational

5. Christlan educa- secretary
tion Soul-winning

6. M.V, Week week in March

7. Reereational Records and reports
Plans for Activity chart
Misgionary
Volunicers

B. Do you know which of the follow-
ing statements are true, and ean you cite
a paragraph in the leaflet “Duties of Offi-
cers” to prove it? Write T in front of
the true statements and O in front of the
false.

1, If the chureh is large and the regu-
lar educational seeretary, whose business
it is to promote the educational features
of the society, is heavily burdened, it
would be well to appeint a special secre-
tary for Christian education, who will
make an edueational census and create a
degire for Christian education in all
young people who sheuld be in the acad-
emy or college.

2. The regular Missionary Velunteer
Week of Prayer comes in November,

3. The church hoard only has the re-
aponsibility for planning for the Mission-
ary Volunteer Week of Prayer.

4, Bach society officer pays for his
own copy of Toe CHURCH OFFICERS’
GIAZETTE,

5. The

gociety execulive committee

should plan to provide funds to meet the

operating expense of the society.

6. The interest of each member of the
society depends upon how much he shares
in the aetivities of the society.

7. The crosshatch iy a chart containing
the name of each member of the sociely
so that it ean be indicated when he has
taken part in society activiby.

8. The Crusaders’ Corps is a band or-
ganization to econduet gospel meetings
and Bible studies,

9, The society leader alone is responsi-
ble for examining the society reports
and geeing that the gociety records are
kept up to date.

10. A binder containing each of the
M.V. leaflety may be procured from the
conference young people’s department.

SoME THINGS TO THINE ABQUT!:

1. Why are poorly kept society records
misleading?

2. Why shonld the socioty leader eome
te the society execntive meeting with a
well-prepared agenda?

AvrrED W, PETERSON.

Gift Books

An the Christmas season, which is right
at hand, the Book and Bible Houses in
each conference will he glad to supply
you with eireulars describing denomina-
tional books which are particularly suit-
able for gifts. Write to your Book and
Bible House manager for information,
and for any definite suggestions and spe-
cial offers he may have.

M.V. Reading Course books are always
suitable gifts for Primary, Junior, and
Senior youth! This holiday season give
good hooks, and Bibles—gifts that last
—to your friends. They will bless you
for it, and perhaps their horizom will be
widened or their vision chamged by even
this single book—or set of bookg! Think
it over. Write today for circulars. Urge
the society members to buy books and
Bibles as gifts this holiday season!

MarJoriE W, MaRrsmH.

The Popular Moraing Watch Plan

Apvenrigr youth arve fortunate in hav-
ing the Morning Watch for their very
own use. When the morning devotlonal
habit becomes a part of their lives,, this
little guide has value far beyond its cost
price of a few pennies. M.V, leader or
M.V. devotional secretary, can you per-
sonally speak of the blessings received
from daily prayer and meditation and
sbudy of the Bible verses outlined in the
calendar® Do you profit by the Bible
study plan? If so, then you are a good
leader, and you can promote the Morn-
ing Wateh with elear vision.

This devotiomal guide has power to
help individuals even outside our own
ranks. Recently a reader wrote to tho
Review and Herald Publishing Assoeia-
tion coneerning the ealendar; “I have a
Morning Wateh dated 1934, and when

- everything seems hopelessly confusing, I

take it out and read it from end fo end.
It never fails to lift me up. I have had
it all these years. How I got it and from .
whom, I do not know.”

Thousands have begn helped by far-
sighted individaals who used the calendar
in place of holiday greeting cards. They
have distributed the Morning Wateh in
hogpitals and waiting rooms, and placed
them in hotel rooms alongside the Gideon
Bible, Some Sunday school superintend-
ents have supplied their class members
with the Morning Watch, Greefing-card
egtablishments have been encouraged to
place them on sale. Managers of busi-
ness houses have supplied their employees
with them, Youth organization leaders
have used them.

Since the Morning Watch has a partic-
ular message for every reader, let us re-
golve to do our part in sharing its bless-
ings. E. W. DUNBAR.
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Sharing the Christmas Spirit

Ar Chrigtmas time we arc thinking of
God’s love for us, shown in the gift of
His Son, Jesus Christ. We, too, show
our love for our relatives and friends by
giving gifts to them. If we do this with
love and joy in our hearts, this is well;
but stould we not extend our giving he-
vond the small circle of family  and
friends? Tet us try personally and as a
group to find people whose Christmas we
can brighten.

A Christmas workshop may he sct up
where the young people and the Juniors
may repair toys and games and, perhaps,
clothing, and where new articles may he
made in various crafts, This projeet
may motivate the produmetion of useful
and beautiful articles by members or
groups who are interested in the handi-
crafts among the M.V. Honors. A dis-
play of the completed articles will inspire
others.

You may find some children who will
have no Christmas at all unless youn bring
it to them. Consvlt with your pastor,
chureh school teacher, welfare worker.
Perhaps you will find that the need goes
beyond that of the children, and that the
family requires food and elothing. And
when we make friends this way, why not
continue the friendship throughout the
year? Invite the children to the J.M.V.
meeting, the youth to the Senior M.V.
Soeiety meeting, and both groups and the
parents to the Sahbath schgol and church
gervices. Make them feel that you really
want them to come, After all, the great-
est thing any of us have to give is Christ.
This year particularly let us share Him
with thesc to whom He is unknown.
Many young people’s groups have the
custom of geing Christmas caroling.

People who, because of their age or
health, are unable to attend chwreh, re-
eeive much joy in hearing cavols sung by
the young people. Ask your pastor and
home division Sabbath scheol leader for
the names and addresses of these people.

Then there are kindnesses we as indi-
viduals ean do., We never know how
nmch a visit to a gick or aged person or
to another young persom who may be
drifting can mean. Perhaps there are
letters or notes that we ghould write; or
we might help some who are unable to
write to send the messages they wish to
gend to others; or read or ging to these
who would enjoy it

Charles E, Jefferson hag given us these
suggestions in making our Christmas
plans:

“In preparing cur Christmas presents,

let us get ready to give some of the
things which Jesus gave. Along with the
many gifts which have prices, let us give
a few which are priecless. Let us give
thought to scmeone who needs if, sym-
pathy to someone who araves it, praise to
someone who deserves it but does not get
it, kindness to someone whom the world
has overlooked, affection to someone who
is starving for it, inspiration to someone
who is fainting because of the lack of it.
Omne’s Christmas does not consist in the
abundanee of the things which he receives
or gives away, but in the spirit of good
will which fills his heart.”

MARJORIE W. MARSH.
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“Let Your Light So Shine”

BY HELEN F. SMITH

Oriler of Service

Qong: “We've a Story to Tell to the Na-
tions,” No. 80 in M.V, Songs.

DEVOTIONAL FEATURES, cloging with sen-
tence prayers.

QOFFERTORY.

MISSIONARY REPORTS,

SECRETARY’S REPORT,

Music.

TALK: “Growth of the Press Work.”

TarLk: ‘“Tangible Results of the Press
“Tork.n

TaLK: “The M.V. Society in the News.”

Drsoussion: “Newspaper Publieity for
Our Society.” -

Sowng: “Let the Lower Lights e Burn-
ing,” No, 79,

BENEDICTION.

Notes to Leaders

This program is planned not only to
aequaint M.V, members with the work of
the Press Relations Bureau but more
specifically to encourage their active pax-
ticipation.

If your society does not have its own
press secretary to co-operate with your
church press secretary in reporting M.V,
. activities for the lacal papers, this will
be a geed time to lay some plans. Lead
ont in a discussion at the end of the pro-
gram about the ngwspaper publicity yeur
gociety iz receiving. Xf you deecide that
mere should be done, lay plans for assign-
mg this work to ome of your members
who is interested in writing,

If you have a regular press secretary
in your church er if your pastor is deing
this work, he will be glad to have reports
of your meetings, special rallies, Tecrea-
tional activities, missionary projects, ete,,
written up for the newspapers, and will
arvange to turn them in to the editors.
If no ome is taking care of your ehurch
publicity regularly, all the more reason
for appointing someone in the M.V, So-
ciety who can send these stories divectly
te the loeal papers.

The Press Bureau will be glad to send
further information about how to begin,
how to write a news story, ete. Write fo
J. B. Ferren, Press Relations Burean,
General Conference of Seventh-day Ad-
ventists, Takoma Park, Waghirigton 13,
D.C., for “Church Reporting” and other
leaflets which will supplement the brief
outline of the press work for which there
is spaee in the (GAZETTE.

Growth of the Press Work

SiweE the organization ef the Press
Bureau at the General Conference thirty-
four years ago under the direction of
W. L. Burgan, an experienced newspa-
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perman, it has developed into one of our
most effective means of telling the world
what we believe and stand for.

The reports made by Mr. Burgan at
the General Conference sessions through
the twenty-cight years that he directed
the Press Bureau reveal a steady growth
ag more and more of our ministers and
chureh members began to realize what a
wonderful opportunity the newspapers
offered of tellmg people about the truth
held by BSeventh-day Adventsts. Not
only in the United States, but around the
world, those who wrete about our denom-
inational aectivities for the public press
found editors glad to publish news about
Seventh-day Adventists.

After Mr. Burgan’s death in 1940,
there was a brief period during which
the press work had no regularly appointed
direetor, but workers and laymen whao
realized its importance carried on the
good work, Today, with J. B. Ferren
and two assisfants at Gleneral Conference
headquarters, more then six hundred reg-
ularly appointed press seeretaries in our
churches, and hundreds of ministers and
other workers all co-operating to lkeep
Seventh-day Adventists prominently and
continuously in the news, the press werk
is growing as never before in out histery.

Through the daily newspapers milliens
of people are learning that Seventh-day
Adventists have a weorld-wide migsion pro-
gram, enthusiastically supperted, finan-
cially and otherwise, by its members;
that we have a distinetive message for the
world in this significant hour; that the
members cof our ¢hurch have high stand-
ards in matters of health, personal eom-
duet, responsibility teward our fellow
men, efe.; that we maintain 2 unique ed-
ucational system; that Adventist young
people substitute Christian servies and
wholesome recreation for the useless and,
degrading pleasure seeking of worldly
youth. All these things and many meore
are told bit by bit in hundreds of news
stories of the widely varied activities of
our c¢hurch.

It isn’t mere chance that hundreds of
newspaper clippings pour into the Press
Bureau. They are the conerete evidence
of the hours spent by men and women in
cur churches or neax our sanitariums,
schools, or cenference offiees, gathering
the facts, putting them inte news form,
and meeting newspaper deadlines. These
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press secretaries, pastors, and others have
caught the vision of the vast opportunity
for giving the world a truo pisture of
what we represent and creating an infer-
est in knowing more about what we be-
lieve and why.

Tangible Results of the Press
Woik

Likk other methods of giving the gos-
pel, the press work eamnot be measured
exactly and its results tabulated. Buf,
unlike the evangelist who ean count the
people in his audience or the ecolpoxteur
who knows how many books he has sold,
the ehurch reporter must be eontent to
know that through his work the pastor’s
sermon, heard by a hundred members,
also went into thousands of homes
throughout the eommunity, and have
faith to believe that the seed thus planted
in unknown hearts will ome day bear
fruit,

But the resulis are mot always so in-
tangible even for the press seeretary. In
Syracuse, Naw York, Mrs. Eda Eastman,
press secretary of the James Street
chureh, as part of her regular coverage
of ehureh news, sent in an announeement
that Pastor 8. Thomas, of India, would
speak on Friday night at Missionary Vol-
unteer - meeting. The following week,
when she arvived early for M.V. meeting,
Mrs. Eastman found a woman she had
never seen before waiting, she said, “to
hear tho Indian speak.” Mrs, Bastman
explained to her that she had apparently
read the newspaper announcement a week
late, The woman, who is a welfare
worker in Syracuse, decided o stay for
the regular M.V. meeting and told Mrs.
Eastman that she would like to know
more about Seventh-day Adventists. At
Mrs., Eastman’s suggestion, she enrolled
in the Twentieth Centiry Bible Course
and has gince persuaded a friend to en-
roll also. Mrs. Eastman’s experience in-
dicates the possibilities 'of making our
Missionary Volunteer meetings not only
an ingpiration to the regular members,
but an effeetive means of winning souls
in a much wider cirele of influence.

To the General Conference treasurer a
few months ago came a check for $380
from an Blks Club in Alaska. The ae-
companying letter . explained that the
members had read a newspaper account
of the famine relief work Seventh-day
Adventists were doing and of the ap-
pointment of Elder J. J. Strahle as di-
rector of European rvelief. Favorably
jmpressed with the way the Adventist re-
lief program was being carried out, these
men in Alagka wished their confribution
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to the starving to be distribufed by our
representatives. This same story, sent
out from the Press Bureau in Washing-
ton, was published in hundreds of news-
papers. As a result, millions of people
are gware that obedience to the Masier’s
command to feed the hungry and clothe
the naked is a part of the Sevenib-day
Adventist religion.

During the last Ingathering campaign.

seores of newspaper clippings about loeal
eampaigns or tag days poured into the
Press Bureaw. They desceribed the mis-
sion and welfare activities made possible
in pari by the Ingathering fund, and
gave the campaign a prestige in many
ecommunities it had never before snjoyed.
More than onee Ingatherers have received
checks of $10, $25, or $50 whieh people
had ‘ready for them because they had
read about the eampaign in newspapers.

‘When our missionaries Ieave for for-
eign fields, newspapers where they lived,
visited relatives, or atiended school, pub-
lish stories not only about their depar-
ture but about the work of Seventh-day
Adventigty in the country to which they
are going.

Bditors are interested in our schools
and prineciples of education, and have
published many interesting feature stories
about the Christian edueation provided
in our churech gchools, academies, and col-
leges. One of the most inferesting of
thege iz a reeent article about a Iittle
church sehool in Ohio which has eighteen
students. The Canton, Ohio, Repository
on a recent Sunday published a picture

of the students at their desks and an-

other of the teacher and church pastor
along with a very interesting story about
how the school is conducted and what is
taught.

‘Wherever our evangelists are holding
meetings they are reaching a still wider
andience through the sermon reports pub-
lished in the local papers. And edifors
are giving generous space to our eamp
meetings, workers’ meetings, rallies, and
other gatherings. A1l this is having a
definite influence in giving the world a
clear picture of our denomination as a
world-wide movemsnt with a serious pur-
pose and an important message,

The M.V. Society in the News

No part of our church activities is
mere important than the Missionary Vol-
unteer Sodiety, and nothing is of more in-
terest to people outside of the church
than what the young people of the church
are doing., After all the stories of youth-
ful eriminals and delinguency, of young

December, 1946

poople lowering their standards and for-
getting any sense of duty in an oxgy of
gelf-indulgence and thrill-seeking, people
are glad to read of a group of young peo-
ple whose standards are high, whose ree-
reations are wholesome, who ave com-
cerned for the less fortunate, and who
are obtaining Christian training with a
serious object in life. ‘

People are more than interested-—they
are attracted to a religion which pro-
duces such results and are drawn to learn
more of its teachings. DBut how is the
world to know these things unless we use
the space freely offered us in the daily
papers to tell them of our Missionary
Volunteer meetings and youth's con-
gresses; of our Sunshine Bands and proj-
ects to help the poor of the community;
of our summer youth eamps, our investi-
ture services, and our temperanee rallies;
of our membsrs who are leaving for col-
lege or for mission serviee,

All these things are news which editors
are glad to print, but the pastor or church
press secretary may overlook them unless
tho M.V, Soeciety lends a hand.

Our churches need the talent of those
who have the ability to write well. The
responsibility -of covering all our varied
activities week after week is a large one,
and the older members and pastors who
are doing this work will welcome the help
of the younger members,

Reporting Missionary Voluniser activ-
ities is a good way to begin. When the
day comes that the church needs someons
to earry on with thiz press work, you will
have gained the experience and gkill nee-
esgary to carry this responsibility.

Ag they send their clippings to the
Press Bureau, press seerefaries write over
and over again that they are finding the
work fascinating, It is a real thrill to
see a well-written, aceurate story about
Seventh-day Adventists in the morning
paper and to know that because of your
hard work in gathering the facts, telling
the story in newspaper style, and getting
it to the proper person, several thousand
peoplo know something more about what
we believe, )

Tn every Missionary Volunteer Society
there are those who are able to do thig
work, and every society should have
gomeone respongible for giving the news
to the church press secretary or other-
wise turning it in to the loeal papers.
The Press Buveau is eager fo see every
gociety carrying out in this effeetive way
our Saviour’s admonition, “Let your light
g0 shine before men, that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Fa-
ther which ig in heaven,”
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Where Are We?

BY WALTER A. FIOWR

Order of Service

Sowg: “Ile Hideth My Soul,” No. 18, in
Gospel Melodies.

PRAYER.

SECRETARY’S REPORT.

OFFERING.

Sowa: “Lead Me to Calvary,” No. 89,

LEADER’S REMARKS.

TaLx: “Our Objective.”

Tarx: “Our Position.”

Tark: “Altering Course.”

Sowa: ‘“Jesus, Savieur, Pilot Me,” No.
136,

BENEDICTION.,

Leader’s Remarks

(The leader eam give this program a
great deal of the atmogphere and flavor
of a plane trip if he will acquaint him-
self with some of the language and pro-
gedures of pilots.)

INTRODUCTION To TALE “OUR OBJECTIVE”

Our topie tonight is a direct quotation
from the words I have heard many times
over the intereommunication system of a
plane. Very often after being out for a
few hours the words will come, “Pilot to
navigator, pilot to navigator, where are
wed’ It is that last growp of three
words we want to consider at this meet-
ing. Indeed, “Where are wel”

Just as the navigator in his cubiele eal-
enlates logs and reports position' from
thme to time, so we musi iake time to
see just where we are, In planning a

mission of any kind, the navigation ehari -

is marked with a straight line from the
starting point to the planned destination.
Just as the ecrew of an alrplane need to
know their destination or their next land-
ing field, so we need to kmow just wheres
we arve headed, Our first speaker will
point out our objective.

INTRODUCTION To Talx “Our PosiTlon”

Now that our objective has been estab-
Lished, it will be necessary to check the
record to see whether we have been “on
conrse.” Onr next speaker will bring us
a talk entitled “Our Position.”
INTRODUCTION T0 TALE “ALTRRING

Course”

Sinee omr course and our objective do
not compare very favorably, we must give
somte study to. altering our course, in
order to reach our ghjective.

Our Objective

THE objectives of our M.V, Society
may be divided into two groups, namely,
“general” and ‘‘specific.” The general
objective for our soclety might be listed
in the following manner: To win, held,
and employ the young people of our

ehurch,. Obviously this objeetive is much

too broad to be mesnbagful without the
elarifying assistance of some specific ob-
jectives.
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(At thiz point the speaker might well
bring into use a large blackboard.)

To understand our objective, let us no-
tice the work of the society, Surely that
will provide a clue to what owr objective
ghould he. Suppose you help me lst the
work of the soeiety. I believe we will
find four different elassifications of so-
ciety work. Tirst, help me to decide the
four classifieations. As soon as we ar-
rive at a conelugion in this regard I will
write the clasgifications on the board.
Here ig a hint: How would you elassify
such aetivity as the Bible Year, the
Moming Wateh, and the Character Clas-
siecs? That’s right—""Devotional” Now
let’s cheek some of the other features.
Did you say, “Hdueationzl’? 'That is
also one of the elassifieations. Now, what
else? How would you elassify the band
work of the soeiety, sueh as Prayer and
Personal Workers’ Bands, the Crusaders’
Corps, Literature and Correspondence
Bands? Yes, these might be called the
“Service Features” of the society. Does
that sound correct? We have now three
elagsifications of soclety endeavor. Sup-
pose we list one other classifieation. Did
I hear, “Social Features”? With the pex-
mission of the one suggesting this, T’d
like to ehange this o “Fellowship Fea-
tures.”

(With these four headings for the col-
umns acrogs the blackboard, then enlist
the help of the audience in listing the va-
rious aetivities under each classifieation.
Yon will get some sueh list as the ome
balow, with perhaps some items in addi-
tion.)

I. DEVOTIONAL FEATURES:
Morning Watch -
Bible Year
Character Clagsies
Spirit of Prophscy Reading Course
Prayer Bands
Consecration Bervices
M.V. Week of Prayer

IT. EDUCATIONAL FEATURES:

Society Meetings

Semior M.V, Reading Jomrses
Magter Comrade Aetivities and Clubs
M.V, Honor Activities

Nature Clubs

Hobby Clubg

. Young People’s Forum

IIL. SERVICE FEATURES: N
Prayer and Personal Workers’ Band
Chrigtian Help Band
Sunshine Band ’
Literature and Correspondence Band
Crusaders’ Qorps
Gospel Meeting Band
Bible Beadings in Homes
Cottage Meetings
Temperanece Band and Rallies
Ingathering Singing Bands

IV. FELLOWsHIP FEATURES:

Social Education
Boeclety Boeial Gatherings

oy

Reereational Oceasions

Hikes

Singing Festivals

Excursions (to hills, woods, swamps,
seashore, to study birds, trees,
inseets, cte., or places of hiztori-
cal interest) ’

(With this material on the board, a
very lively diseussion might follow ascer-
taining the goals that should be achieved
by the soeiety in each one of the Qifferent
classifieations. )

How large a percentage of the mem-
hership of the society shouid take part in
the devotional aetivities of the society?
Bear in mind our over-all objective is 4o
win, hold and employ the youth of the
chureh. 1 really don’t see how we ecan
reach any other conclusion tham that
every member should be taking part in
some phase of the devotional features.
The very lift and power of the soeiety
depends on a eclose connection with God.
We will not be overemphasizing, then, if .
we list as one speeific objective one hum-
dred per cemt society membership en-
gaged in some one or move of the devo-
tional features,

Would yoli say there is meed for one
hundred per cent of soelety membership -
being engafed in some one of the educa-
tional feaiures? I think I agree with
you that each member should he included
in ome or more of the various phases of
this group of features. Adttending the
soeisty méeting and reading the Senior
M.V, eourses are a part of every Mission-
ary Volunteer’s life, are they not?

1s not the same true of the band work
of the society—the serviece features?
That being the case, let me pose ome
more question, Should any soceiety mem-
ber fail to find some place of usefulness
in some line of serviee imeluded in the
society work? It is a proved faet that
one of the ehief faetors in holding the
youth of the chureh is in putting them
to work in some activity. Without aetiv-
ity we soom lose interest. Therefore,
one hundred per eent of the membership
should be engaged in gome definite M.V, -
service band.

What portion of the society should be
ineluded in the fellowship features of the
society? Let’s look at the list again.
How many or what pereentage should be
our objeetive? Yes, I belleve that is the
only eonclusion we ean reaeh, for only by
one hundred per cent participation ecan
we feel we have fulfillod our duty.

This gseems to give us our objeetives:
one hundved per ¢ent membership par-
tieipatiom in eaeh phase of society en-
deavor—not all members deing every-
thing, but each doing something in every
main elassification of society work!



Our Position

TopaY is Deeember 14, This means
that 94.2 per eent of the year is goze.
If we are on eourse, our objective should
be in view. If wo check the records we
ean probably locate our present position,
The navigator’s log in this ease is the
secretary’s report book. Each month the
reports of the young people arve compiled
and forwarded to the loeal eonference
office. A copy of this eompiled report is
kept in the record book.

T will give you the monthly average
figure for some of the items, which will
help in establishing our position.

Let’s notiee first the items on the de-
volional side of soeiety work, The aver-
age monthly number of society members
keeping the Morning Wateh during 1946
is (This figure will be the sum
of the figures recorded in the eleven re-
port blanks, then divided by eleven.)
There has been 2 monthly average of
- gociety mombers reading their

Bibles through. There has heen a
monthly average of — members who
have been reading the Charheter Classies
- Course. These averages, totaled, equal
nmemtbers taking part in devotional
foaturce, Thig figure ecompared with the
soeiety membership should indieate our
_position. Are we going the right way?
The objective we started for was ome
hundred per cent participatién in some
one of the devotional features. Is this
eomparison favorable or unfavorable in
our gociety ¥

Suppose we check the edueational fea-
tures of our society work. The average
attendance at society meeting is
Perhaps this figure compares 2 bit more
favorably than that of the devotional
features. However, the total number of
persons receiving Reading Course Certifi-
cates during the year does not compare
with the objective as it should,

T have taken the totals of the numbers
reported ag the membership of all the
service bands, The largest number in
any one given month was for the month
of , and the figure is . This
indicatos that we are (or are not) a long
way “off eowrse.”

Te get an exaet picture of the number
present here, lot me ask for a show of
hands. There are members present
today. How many of you who are present
follow regularly any one of the devotienal
features of the society work, that is, the
Morning Wateh, Character Classies, Bible
Year, Spirit of Prophecy Reading Course,
Prayer BRands, conseeration meetings,
and the Migsiomary Volunteer Week of
Prayer? (Write this number opposite
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the number indicaling the attendance.)

Now I would like the same information
about the edueational features, How
many members present take part regu-
larly in the edueational phases of the so-
eiety work? These are the regular so-
ciety meetings, the Senior Missionary
Volunteer Reading Courses, the Master
Comrade activities, the M.V, Honor ae-
tivities, pature €lubg, and hobby elubs.
How many of you take part in ome or
more of these aetivities? (This number
shounld alse be placed mear the attend-
anee, )

Now the band activities. There are a
number of the service bands—Prayer and
Personal Workers’', Christian Help, Sun-
shine, Literature and Correspondence,
Crugaders’, Bible Reading and Cottage
Meeting, Temperanee. How many of you
regularty participate in some part of the
band work of the society? These com-
parisons with the attendanee here arve
more faverable than those indicated om
the report blanks. In spite of the im-
provements we are still a long way from
our objective. Our position, then, is
“Off Counrse”—far short of our objective,

The figures comparing the fellowship
features of society aetivity should prove
interesting, How many of you here make
it a general praectiee to attend the social
and recreational funetions of the soeiety?
By studyimg the eomparisons of these
four classifieations of the soeiety work
and the objectives we have had, we see
we are plainly far short of achieving our
atms, we are not “on course.”

Altering Course

In order to alter course properly
there must be a study of the objectives
ag compared with the present position,
These we have just stndied. The very
foundation basis fer attaining the objee-
tives of our gocieties ig in the thorongh-
ness with whieh our soelety is motivated
by the devotienal features. There is the
source of power to vesist evil and to do
good. Only by feeding daily on the
Word of life ean goelety members thrive
and grow as children of the heavenly Fa-
ther. Tt is therefore of the utmost im.
portance that we teach, advocate, and

promote the eternal values of the daily

contaet with God. It is of the greatest
personal eoncern that each member of the
society have a daily eontaet with heaven.

“Those who fail to realize their comn-
stant dependence upen God will be over-
come by temptatiom, ... Only through
realizing onr own weakness, and looking
steadfastly unto Jesus, can we walk se-
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curely,”"—Messages to Young People, p.
101

The neeessity for elose communion
with God is not limited to those just he-
ing won for Christ. It is equally neces-
sary that after somcone is won to Christ
that close eommunion hc maintained.

“After the nnjon with Christ has been
formed, il ean be preserved only by ear-
nest prayer and untiring effort.”’—Ibid.,
p. 118,

Surcly this calls for some resolve on
the part of all of us gathered here today.
Personally, I beliove it is time to alter
ecourse. As the new yoar draws on, I pro-
pose to begin at once establishing the
habit of eoutaeting heaven in my devo-
tions each day following the Morning
‘Wateh and the Character Classies. I plan
each day to talk with God and then to
await His answer. I wonder how many
of you would also like to talk with HMim
eaech new day? Shall we not all covenant
with Him that by His grace we will
spend some time at the beginning of each
new day studying His Word and talking
with Him¢

Othor features of the society need ouvr
attention also. Soeciety members could
alter eourse and find dircetion and point
to life by preparing for leadership of
boys and gitly in the Master Comrade
groups., Great mew interests may be
awakened and cultivated in the study of
new hobbies, or in M. V. Houwor study
groups. 'The broadening influence eom-
mon to those aequainted with the best
and the good in literature may be yours
as you read the M.V, Reading Course
books.  Self-confidence and assurance
may be increased as you take part in the
regular soeiety meetings. 8o I suggest
that your altered course inelude some
definite activity in the edueational fea-
tnTes.

Perhaps gome of us will need to alter
our eourse where our service is con-
corned, and systematically enter into at
least ome of the definite gervice features,
and thus help fulfill our Aim, “The ad-
vent message to all the world in this gen-
eration.”

Where are we in December, 19469
Where will we be in December, 19479
How ¢an we best alter our course now to
reach our high objective?

%W
To have joy, we must share it. Happi-
ness was born a twin—KiIngsLey.
v o
“TraIv your eye to wateh for other’y
noeds, to read another’s woe. Train your
goul to sympathy and your hand to help-
fulness.”
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Star of Hope

BY RUTH CONARD

Order of Service

Sowgg: Christmas carols or other Christ-
mag muosie. -

PRAYER.

OFFERTORY.

SociETY REPORTS.

ANNOUNCEMENTS RE PLANS FPoR CHRIST-
w48 BAaskETS, CAROLING, ETC,

Reaping ok TaLk: “In Sin’s Dark
Night.”
SyumposiuM WITH SoNgs: “The Star

Shineth Suye”
BENEDICTION.

Notes to Leaders

There are three chief participants in
this program-—the narrator, the person
giving the prophecy, and the one giving
the fulfillment, The parts may be read,
if they are read well, though the narvrator
may wish to give at least a part of what
he says in his own words.

The narrator may, if desired, be seated
immediately behind the pulpit on the
platform, and may rise and present his
part each time it is required. Then the
persons giving the propheey and the ful-
fillment can stand on a slightly lower
level, at the right and left of the narra-
tor. It would be appropriafe te have the
one giving the prophecy to be dressed as
one of the prophets of old might have
dressed, and to read from a seroll. The
one giving the fulfiliment might well be
‘a2 young woman, dressed in a simple
draped Hebrew or Grecian costume. She
cBuld also read from a seroll.

Some might prefer to have only two of
the speakers visible, the narrater and the
one giving the fulfillment, while the
prophecy could be given very impres-
gively by someome out of sight, with a
deep voice.

The songs may be sung entirely by a
choir, seated possibly behind the narra-
tor. Or they may be presemted as quar-
tets, trios, duets, solos, ete. It would be
well for the music of the song to eontinue
following the rendition of the speeial ge-
leetion for at least a time after the nar-
rator begins to speak. Of course, inas-
much as the songs listed in this program
are all very familiar, they eould appro-
priately be sung by the entire congrega-
tion. If this is dome, however, a mimeo-
graphed program should be handed out
preceding the service, and the words of
the song should be printed in if, so that
there will not be the disturbance and de-
lay incident to finding the different songs
in the hymnal. (Al songs today are
found in the Church Hymaial.)

The euntive program should go forward
without announcement,

In Sin’s Dark Night

(Reading or talk by Narrator, Or, if
* it is desired, this may be given by an en-
tirely different persen as an introduetory
talk, )

THE stars always shine brightest in

the darkest night, 8o down through tho
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course of years eovering Old Testament
times, edshrouded as they were by the
black curse of sim, the star of hope,
which pointed to the eoming of a Re-
deemer, shed its brilliant rays.

In the begimning all was light and
loveliness and heauty on this earth. Alir,
gea, and land eontributed to the pano-
rama of perfeetion which Adam and Eve
beheld on every side. The birds in the
air, singing their beautiful songs, the
fish swimming through the blue depths
of the waters, the animals inhabiting the
land—all added to the symmetry of the
scene. And brilliantly hued flowers, del-
icate ferms, graceful shrubs, and tower-
ing trees combined to make a pleture of
unexcelled beauty. And over al the ra-
diance of the sun by day and the softer
glow of the moon and the sparkling of
the stars at night cast a glory beyond
eompare,

Then eame sin. Eve yielded to the ap-
pealing voice of the tempter, in the form

of the most beautiful of all ereatures— .

the " serpent—and fasted the forbidden
fruit. And Adam likewise sucecumbed to
temptation. Tmmediately the effects of
sin became evidemt. The very air which
had up until that time been warm and
soothing suddenly fett chill and forbid-
ding, The black pall of despair settled
down over the guilly pair. All hope was
blotted out as the enormity of thig one
act of transgression beecame apparent to
them, Buf theugh the Lord could not
crase the effects of this sin from the
earth, in His loving-kindness He pre-
sented a plan whereby eternal life could
be regairled. Adam and Eve, with heads
bowed in humilily and despair there in
the Garden of Eden, heard the curse
which Christ pronounced on the serpent,
and by faith they looked through tear-
dimmed eyes to see ‘in this very pro-
nouncement a star of hope—a promise of
salvation: “T will put enmity between

. thee and the woman, and between thy

seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy
heaidl, and thou shalt bruise his heel”
Gen. 3:18,

And Adam and Eve, but recently per-
feetly happy in all the joys ‘which Para-
dise could offer, and mow howed down
under tho dense, dark cloud of the first
sin, looked with longing at the star of
hope which glowed from that first prom-
ise of the coming Messiah,

“When Adam and Eve first heard the
promise [of a Saviour], they looked for
its speedy fulfillment. They joyfully wel-
comed their first-born son, hoping that he
might be the Deliverer. But the fulill-
ment of the promise tarried. Those who

7

first received it, died without fthe sight.”
—The Deswe of Ages, p. 81.

Yet thongh the fulfillment tarried,
prophets down through the ages rose up
to point through the gloom of wicked-
ness and turmoil which engmlfed the sin-
cursed earth, to the star of hope ghm-
mering in the sky, predieting the coming
of the Megsiah, These prophets, with
the eye of faith, pierced the darkness and
gave many details regarding the birth,
life, and mission of the Coming One. "

“Like the stars in the vast cirenit of
their appointed path, God’s purposes
know no haste and no delay,”—Tbid.

And “when the fulness of the time was
eome, God sent forth His Son . . . to Te-
deem them that were under the law.”
Gal. 4:4, 5,

He lived, He died, He rose again tri-
vmphant over sin, and aseended to
heaven, to make ready a place for those
who will aeeept Him,

8ad the truth that few, even among
God’s ehosen nation, Israel, rightly inter-
preted the prophecies of Christ’s first ad-
vent, and they were not prepared for this
event. 8ad, also, it is that few, even in
our enlightened age, accept the facts of
Christ’s life on earth and His atonement
for them, and will not be prepared to
meet Him at His second coming. Let us .
individually be surec that we are not
among this uwnbeleving multitude. Let
us keep ever in view the bright star of
hope, pointed out by those prophets of
old, and thus, in contemplation of the
events whiel they foretold, coupled with
their fulfillment, we may strengthen ocur
faith in the star of hope whieh points us
te the nearness of Christ’s second advent.

The Star Shineth Sure

NagraTor: From the ancient serolls of
the prophets, let us read once more the
predictions given to the peopls Israel re-
garding their coming Redeemer. And
then let us listen once more to the sweet
old gospel story of the Babe of Bethle-
hem, which so perfectly fulfils the proph-
ecies of those seers of old. Surely, com-
paring the two reeords, we who look back
on those prophecies and their fulfilment
cannot fail to recognize the radianee of
heaven’s bright star of hope, glowing
even in these present days of dark de-
spair. ) ’

{Song: “There’s a Song in the Ajr,”
No. 106, in Church Hymnal.)

NagraTor: The prophet Isaiah, 750
years before the birth of Christ, spoke
with inspired utterance: -

Prorrrecy: “Behold, a virgin shall eon-
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ceive, and bear a son, and shall call His
name Immanuel,” Isa. 7:14.

FurriLLMeENT: “The angel Gabriel
wag sent from God untfe z eity of Galiles,
wnamed Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to
a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David; and the virgin’s name
was Mary, . . . And the angel said unto
her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found
favor with God. And, behold, thou shalt
conceive, . . . and bring forth a som,
and shalt call His name JESUS.” TLuke
1:26-31.

(Sowg: “O Little Town of Bethle-
hem,” No., 104.)

NARRATOR: With great exactness, the
prophet Micah recorded even the place
where the Saviour was to be born:

PropHECY: “But thou, Rethlehem
Tphratah, though thon be little among
the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee
ghall He come forth unto Me that is To
be tuler in Tsrael; whose goings forth
have been from of old, from everlasting.”
Micah 5:2.

NakraToR: Though Mary and Joseph
made their home in Nazareth, a town of
Galiles, yet in order to bring about the
fulfillment of this prophecy, the ruler of
the mighty Roman Empire, whose do-
main at that time covered all the then-
known world, was providentially inspired
te make a decree, which necessitated
their journey to Bethlehem. In simple,
graphie words, Luke tells the story:

FULPILLMENT: “And it came to pass in
those days, that there went out a deeree
from Caesar Augustue, that all the world
shouid be taxed. . . . And all went to be
taxed, every one into his own city. And
Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of
the eity of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto
the city of David, which is called Bethie-
hem: (because he wag of the house and
lineage of David:) to be taxed with Mary
his espoused wife, being great with ehild.
And so0 it was, that, while they wore
thers, the days were accomplished that
she gshould be delivared. And she brought
forth her firsthorn son, and wrapped Him
in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a
manger; because there was no room for
them in the inn.” TLake 2:1.7,

(Song: “Silent Night, Holy Night”
No. 102.)

NARRATOR: The night of the birth of
the world’s Redeemer was one which had
long been anfieipated by the angels of
heaven. Looking into the dimness of the
futare, the prophet Isaiah had sung of
the crowning event of that night:

ProPHECY: “For unto us a Child is
born, unto us a Son is given: and the
government ghall be uvon. His shoulder:
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and His name shall be called Wonderfal,
Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever-
lasting Father, The Prince of Peaee”
Tsa. 9:6,

NarraTOR: Yet when the great night
comes, no one on earth is prepared for if.
No home opens its doors to the weary
travelers, Joseph and Mary.

“Tn a rude building where the beasts
are sheltered, they at last find refuge,
and here the Redeemer of the world is
born, )

“Men know it mot, but the tidings fill
heaven with rejoicing. With a deeper
and more tender interest the holy beings
from the world of light are drawn to the
earth. , . . Above the hills of Bethlehem
are gathered an innumerable throng of
angels, They wait the signal to declare
the glad news to the world. . . .

“In the fields where the boy David had
led his floek, shepherds were still keeping
watch by night. Through the gilent
hours they talked together of the prom-
ised Baviour, and prayed for the ecoming
of the King to David’s throne.”—The
Desire of Ages, pp. 44, 47,

FPurriomerr: “And, lo, the angel of
the Lord came upon them, and the glory
of the Lord shone round about them:
and they were sore afraid. And the an-
gel sald unto them, Fear not: for, be-
hold, I bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people. For
unto you i3 born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, which iz Christ the
Lord, And thig ghall be a sign unto you;
Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swad-
dling clothes, lying in a manger.” Tuke
2:9-12, ’

NARRATOR: “Then . . . the whele plain
was lighted up with the bright shining
of the hosts of God., Earth was hushed,
and heaven stooped to listen to the song.”
—Ibid., p. 47,

FULFILLMENT: “Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, good will
toward men.” TLuke 2:14.

(OreAN might play here, sofily, “Si-
lent Night.”)

NABRATOR: “And it came fo pass, as
the angels were gome away from them
inte heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, Let us now go even unto Bethle-
hem, and see this thing which is come to
pass, which the Lord hath made known
unte us. And they came in haste, and
found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe
lying in a manger.” Luke 2:15, 16.

(Mugre only, “We Threc Kings of
Orient Arve” No. 107, while narrator
speaks.)

. NARrRATOR: One of the most striking of
all prophecies of the coming Redeemer
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was made, against his will, by the baeck-
glidden prophet, Balaam. In an effort to
obtain a rich reward, he had tried to
enrge Israel, but instead he proclaimed
this glowing prophecy:

PropuECY: “T shall sco Him, but not
now: I shall behold Him, but not nigh:
thero ghall come a Star out of Jaeob, and
a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and
ghall smite the corners of Moab, and de-
gtroy all the children of Sheth.” Num.
24:17,

{(Sowg: Pirst four stanzas of “We
Three Kings of Orient Ave,” No. 107.)

NagraToR: Magi there w:are who lived
in the eountries of the Kagt. “They be-
longed to a large and influential class,
that ineluded men of noble birth, and
comprised much of the wealth and leamn-
ing of their nation, . . .

“As these magi studied the starry
heavens, and sought to fathom the mys-
tery hidden in their bright paths, they
beheld the glory of the Creator. ... Ba-
laam belonged to the magicians, though
at one time a prophet of God; by the
Holy Spirit he had foreteld the prosper-
ity of Israel and the appearing of the
Messiah; and his prophecies had hbeen
handed down by tradition from eentury
to eentury. . . .

“The wise men had seen a mysterious
light in the heavens upon that night
when the glory of God flooded the hills
of Bethlehom, As the light faded, a lu-
minous star appeared, and lingered in
the sky. It was not a fixed star nor a
planet, and the phenomenon excited the
keenest interest. That star was a dis-
tant company of shining angels, but of
this the wise men were ignovant. . . .
They consulted priests and philosophers,
and searched the serolls of the ancient
records. . . . Through dreams they were
instructed to go in search of the newborn
Prince.”—Ibid, pp. 59, 60,

(Sowg: Fifth stanza and chorus of
“We Three Kings of Orient Are.”)

NARRATOR: “Ag
went forth at the call of God, ‘not know-
ing whither he went’; . .. so did these
Gentiles go forth to find the promised
Saviour,”—Ibid., p. 60, And so it came
to pass that—

FunrionMENT: {Please read at. this
time Matthew 2:1-11, omitted because of
lack of space.]

NagraTor: Thus the guiding star of
hope, portrayed by seers of old pointed
the way to the Bethlchem manger, where
was borr the King of the universe, the
Rodeemer of the world. It was clearly

by faith Abraham-
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revealed to any who would accept it by
faith, and it was only disbelief which
dimmed its rays. All God’s chosen peo-
ple, Israel, could have been led by its
light, even as the shepherds followed ifs
beams to the stable and bowed low in
adoration beside the Christ child’s man-
ger. :
{Sorve: First two stanzas of “The First

Noel,” No. 108,)
' NarraTok: And even those from afar
could have come within the scope of s
beckoming light and reeeived the same
blegsing whieh eame to the wise men who
followed its guiding lght many weary
miles o'er desert and mountain, through
valley and plain, until they eould lay
their offerings at the feet of the world’s
Redeemer. '

(Sond: Three coneluding stanzas of
“The First Noel.”)

NarraToR: As the birth of Jesus was
a fulfillment of the predictions of seers
of old, so His Lifo and death and resur-
reetion followed with exactness the pat-
tern foretold by those mouthpieees of
God. And, best of all, that prophetic
gtar of hope which east its far-reaching
rays on the fivst advent of our Lord to
thig earth, is likewise shedding its bheams
on His second return—not again as a
helpless babe in the Bethlehem manger,
but this time ag King of kings and Lord
of lords. It is only unbelief that can
blot out from our vision the brilliant
shining rays of the star of the second ad-
vent hope. Teo any who accept in faith
the many Bible predictions, who look for
Him, “shall He appear the second time
without sin unte salvation.” Heb. 9:28.

The black nighi of unbelief and despair
enshrouds the world today. The only
light which ecan ever pierce the darkness
is that which proceeds from the star of
hope which points toward the second
coming of our Saviour. Let uns keep it
ghining elear over our pathway. Then,
even in a world plunged into the gloom
of tumult and strife and despair we can
basgk in light brighfer than the light of
day—the light of hope which points to a
soon-coming Saviour, who will banish
darkness and despair and sin from this
world, and bring in the reign of the King
of righteousness. What joy this star of
hope can bring to each one of us, as we
contemplate the fulfillment of our fond-
est dreams to which its rays poini—the
gsoon coming of our Lord to take us to
the land of everlasting day, where the
darkness of sin will never more coms,
bui where we will live forever in fhe
brightness of our Saviour’s presemce.

(SoNa: “Joy to the World,” No. 189.)
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Miracles!

The Story of the Voice of
Prophecy
BY D. A, DELAFIELD

Order of Service

Soxna: “We Know Not the Hour,” No.
540 in Church Hymnal.

PRAYER.

DEVOTIONAL FEATURES.

OFFERTORY.

. Mrss1owARY REPORTS.

SECRETARY’S REPORT.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PLANS.

Soxe: “There Iz a Place of Quiet Rest,”
No. 681.

InTRODUCTION, By Leader.

ReaDING: “A Message from, H, M, 8.
Riehards.”

ReapiNg: “A Message from D, A, Dela-
field.” .

Sowg: “O Zion, Haste,” No., 440,

BENEDICTION,

Note to Leaders
The Voice of Prophecy radio logs will

be mailed to M.V, leaders of each church |

in North America in time to arrive and
be distributed at-this meeting. The fol-
Jowing introduetion to this program may
be used by the leader. )

Introduction

WE have all Hstened to the Voice of
Prophecy program on the air. We are
acquainted with the fact that this major
avangelistic radio effort to win souls for
Christ is now broadeast over more than
five hundred radio stattoms—in English,
Spanish, and Portuguese.

" The subject of our program tonight is
“Miracles,” or the story of the Voiee of
Prophecy broadeast. We will not have
time to go into the thxilling providemces
that marked the beginning of the eoash-
to-coast broadecast, nor the sbtovy of
H. M., 8. Richards’ experiences as an itin-
erant evangelist in the State of Califor-
nia. We must econfine ourselves to the
latest reports that eome from radicland
divect to the Voice of Prophecy in Los
Angeles, recording thrilling miracles of

"God’s graee to show that the Lord is at

work to confirm the faith of His people
by signg and miraeles. .

First of all, tonight, we will listen to
a report prepared especially by . M. 8.
Richards, Voice of Propheey speaker, to
be read at this Young People’s Soeciety
meeting to the youth of this chureh,
will read this personal message
from the Voice of Prophecy:

A Message From H, M. S. Richards

First of all, I want to say that it
would give me a great deal of pleasure

.

9

to mieet every one of you personally. The
youth of this demomination are among
our best supporters. Liferally scores of
thousands of envollments to our Bible
Correspondence Courses have eome to us
from the youth of the denomination wha
have beem burdened to lead their com-
panions to Jesus Christ, by acquainting
them with the truth in this way. -

During the war, between four thou-
sand and five thousand servieemen were
active students in our Bible courses. One
day in Loz Angeles I received a letter
from an Arizona Indian who was serving
hig country at the time of the Philippine
invasion. He wrote me a letter, enelos-
ing his Bible lesson, that he had written
to me from the steaming tropieal jun-
gles on a winding river deep in the heart
of one of the great Philippine Islands.
The Bible Jessons helped this young man
to maintain his loyalty to Christ in this
crisis in his life, and his eourage and
fortitude were the means of stremgthen-
ing our faith in God.

From one of the South Pacific islands
eame the message from one of our young
men that he had retuwrned only a short
time hefore from a reconhaigsance mis-
sion with several other @17, deep in the
Japanese lines. Exhausted from his la-
bors, he fell asleep in a hammock. Then
an air raid interrupted his slumbers and
& voice spoke to him from heaven, awak-

.ening him from his gleep as a bomb hur-

tled earthward toward the spot where he
was resting. ““Turn your head,” the voice
said, and he did just in time to save him-
self from eertain death. Amn ugly piece
of shrapnel from the bomb tore its way
through the hammeock where his head had
been a moment before. This young man
feels that God saved his life, and he has
renewed his consecration to the Lord
Jegus Christ. This is a miraele, young
people, and testifies to the fact that there
is ‘a God who watches earefully over Hig
children,

Another one of our regular listeners, a
young man in the paratroopers, partiei-
pated in the Normandy invasion in Wekt-
ern Eurcpe. He related to us, in a letter
recently, the story of his jump out into
the black night when his plane passed
over its objeetive. “When I lané.éd,” he
said, “I found myself suspended by the
lachet of my shoes, from a large apple
tree. It was a painful experience. My
left jaw was brokem, and I was cut
badly all over my body. For twenty-
four hours I hung ‘there bleeding, and
thinking all the time that my end had
come. I was surrounded by German posi-
tions, and it is a miracle that my life
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was not taken. In the providence of God
I was rescued, and it is my purpose now
to fulfill the promise that I made them—
that if my life would be spared, I would
give it to God.”

- I think you will all remember the
wordg of Jesus to Nicodemus as Ile de-
seribes the process of the new birth. You
remember He said, “The wind bloweth
where it Hsteth, and thou hearcst the
sound thereof, but eanst not tell whence
it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is
every one that is born of the Spirit.”
John 3:8.

A young man on sentry dufy, not foo
long ago, was keeping wateh on a very
windy day. Someone had discarded a
Voice of Prophecy radio log—at least a
part of it—describing our Bible Corre-
apondence Course. The wind caught up
this paper and blew it fo the very spot
where this young man was on duty. He
picked it np and beeame intensely inter-
ested in the Bible lessons offered by fhe
Voice of Prophecy. He signed his name
and address on this ermmpled piece of
paper, which had been miraculously
blown, to the spot where he was at work,
and mailed it to the Voice of Prophecy.
We have this little miraele. paper in our
office in Los Angeles as another trophy
of the providence of God.

We can fell you the story, too, of the
major, who, during the passage of a 1ib-
erty ship to the South Pacifie, found him-
self walking down the starboard side of
the boat, He noticed a small crumplad
plece of paper lying innoecently en the
deck, and stooped to plek it wp. In this
eage, too, a Voice of Prophecy advertise-
ment was at hand to speak for the great
God who performs Mis wonders in se
many different ways. This major en-
Tolled in the Bible Correspondence Course
and upon completing the first eighteen
lossons, mailed his certificate to his
mother with the proud statement, “Now
you can see, Mother, that I am spending
my time profitably, even though I am in
the serviee,” I think we can all expect
to witness many remarkable miracles of
God’s grace before the end comes—mir-
acles as impressive and as wonderful as

those worked by the apostles, and even

by the Lord Jesus Himself.

While we do not point to these wir-
acles as the proof of the correctness of
our theology, yet we recount them to con-
firm the faith of our young pecpls at thia
critical hour in human history when di-
vine power must be manifest to save the
yourg people of the chureh from the ging
of the world.

A lotter was rTecently addressed to
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Brother Delafield, our Bible achool di-
rector and radio announcer, from a GI
who had returned from the Philippines
and was now making his home in South-
ern. California. I am going to ask
Brother Delafield to relate that story to
you, as he received it firsthand from this
Adventist goldier,
I, M. 8. RicHARDS.

A Message From D. A, Delafield

TaE lstter about which Elder Richards
speaks deseribes the experience of this
young man while visiting one Sabbath
morning in a Philippine Island village
in Northern Luozon, He was surprised to
notice the people of the town attending
the Catholic church on Saturday—the
Bible Sabbath. When he inguired of one
of the villagers as to the reason for this
remarkable practice, the Filipine mani-
fested surprise that he had mot heard
about the change in their day of “worship,
a8’ it seemed to be common knowledge in
that arca. He told our GI friend the
following story:

“One night we were all surprised to
hear the bell tolling in the village ehurch.
The ringing of the bell awakened the
priest, and he dressed himself and rushed
down to the church., He was surprised
when he enfered the building to find a
small child pulling at the rope. When he
attempted to stop the ehild, he was ad-
dressed in the most earnest way by the
little one: ‘0 priest, yeu will surely be
lost if you do met kesp God’s Sabbath.
You will lose your soul if you do not keep
God’s holy day, the seventh-day Sabbath
of the Lord” Amarzed, the priest could
hardly believe what his ears had heard,
Onge more the earnest voice of the ehild
addressed him: ‘O priest, you will lose
your soul if you do mnot keep God’s holy
day.’ The priest reached to take the
arm of the boy, and as he did so the little
one disappesred into thin air, Then the
priest gathered the congregation together
and told them what he had seen, and
gave the order to observe the Sabbath of
the Lord as he had been directed.”

Our soldier brother who heard this
story had it confirmed by one of our
local ministers and mailed the aceount on
to the Voice of Prophesy. We do not
know the sequel to this thrilling ineident,
but if this story.is frue—and we have
every reason to believe that it is—then
God has surely proved His divine prom-
ise, ag recorded in both the Old and fhe
New Testaments, that miracles would be
wrought in the latter days to confirm the
faith and to win the souls of the faith-
ful. There are many heart-sick people—
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young and old—to whom God must speak
direetly in order to bring the help that
they need.

One of owr listeners was on her knees
by the side of her bed in prayer omne
night, earnestly pleading with God for
the asswrance that her sing were for-
givan, For a long time she remained
there in the secret place of power, talking
with God about her soul’s salvation.
Then, weary and tired, she elimbed into
bed and fell asleep. That night she had
a dream. She saw herself climbing a
hill, and in her heart was a desire to
reach the tdp. A voice suddenly spoke to
her from the top of the hill and beckoned
her vpward, urging her not to give up
until she had reached the summit. Fi-
nally, after sealing the rugged hill, she
found herself at the top, where, to her
amazement, a feast of good things to eat
was spread before her. She sat down
and heartily enjoyed this gracicus repast
and then awakened to find it was a
dream.

8he was encouraged by what she had
scen and was miraculously led that very
morning to the radic. Moving the dial
poeinter, she providentially tuned in to
the Voice of Prophecy program and
heard, for the fixat time, the voice of the
speaker. And what' was her surprise to
diseover that the voice that she hecard
over the air was the same voice that she
had heard in her dream the night before.

We can well imagine how pleased she
wag with this miracle that God had
worked im her behalf, Young peopls,
this ig the howr for the Lord to work.
This is the time for us to have greater
faith, Thig is the time for us to co-
operate with Christ in the greatest dis-
play of missionary zeal and power ever
demonstrated by Adventist youth, We
must, in faith, pray for a revival in our
hearts and in the church, and also that
God will work with us in the salvation of
the lost.

One of our listeners, whose husband
had not accepfed the truth, prayed for
two years for his conversion to Christ,
Regularly every Tuesday morning, and
other times as well, she would plead with
God to bring about her hushand’s salva-
tion. Without explanation, one Sabbath
morning he came to her and said, “Dear,
I am going to echurch with you this morn-
ing.” Imagine her surprise to hear him
aay that after he had showed such a dif-
ferent attitude to the elaims of the truth
upon hig heart, But she railied her wits
and told him how happy she was, and
they went off to church together. On the
next Sabbath he repeated his declaration,
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and went with his good wife to the Ad-
ventist church, Again the husband had
a pleasant surprise for his wife. The
pastor announced to the econgregation
that a baptism was to be held at the con-
elugion of the gerviee, at whieh thne this
good woman’s husband was prepared to
be baptized and join the ehureh. Ob,
how _glad she was, and how sure that
there is & God in heaven who answers
prayers. She has continued to pray and
work for other relatives, and now five of
her brothers and sisters have eome, to
Christ and aceepted the truth

Young people, if we prayed like that,
we would gee results, Your society ean
double its membership in a short time if
sach member will start praying and
working for someone else. The Voiee of
Propheey will" help you to reach your
friends. We will mail radio logs to your
home address if you will write to us and
let ug know that you are interested in
digtributing these anncuneements, We
will emroll the wnames of your jumior
friends, or the names' of young people
yowr own age who are interested in the
Bible course, if you will secure their en-
rollment and send their names and ad-
drésses to ug at onee, Let us help you

“help your friemndsg to find Christ!

And now I will elose with this true
story of a young man in the State of
Waghington who is serving a two-year
sentence in the State reformatory for
grand lareeny. Let the detevmination of
his new life and experience be yours ag
you face the future:

“May I say,” he relates enthusiastically
in hig letter to the Voiee of Propheey,
“that your course is ome of the most
treasured things I have in my possession.
T wouldn’t trade it for a million dolara.
I have always believed in the Bible, but

it was so hard to understand that T never,

read it to any extent. Since enrolling

“in your course, however, thig hag all been

changed. Now, ag I read and study your
wonderful course, the Seripfures just
seem t0 explain themselves, ... I am
twenty years of age, and have been rea-
gonably well educated. I have always
believed in IHis Holy Word but mever
tried to live up to it or practice it in any
way. When I got inte trouble, which s
my first time, and on a charge not too
serious, I turned to God, and as the sin-
ner in the Bible eried, so cried I: ‘God
be merciful to me, a sinner.” For the first
time in my life I knew what real peace
wag, I had joy that excelled any joy I
had ever known before. I know what it
means to be washed clean in the blood of
the Lamb. DPraise Hiz holy name! It
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was a new life to me. It opened a voad
that I never knew existed, After find-
ing what a wonderful thing it was, I had
to tell others about this new birth. I
have known from that moment what my
lifework woulﬂ be. I know that unless
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Let’s ‘Be Missionaries
BY FLORENCE L. ROSCOE

Order of Service .

OpeNING HExurcisEs: For song service,
songs with a missionary spirit or chal-
lenge may be chosen: “I Love to Tell
the Story,” “Can He Count on You$”
ete,

OrENING SoNe: “In the Serviee of the
King,” No. 82 in M.7. Songs.

SUPERINTENTENT’S INTRODUCTION.

SyMrosmoM: “A Missionary.”

Song: “Can the World See Jesus in
You?” No. 34

DraLogUE: “A Visit Long to Be Remem-
bered.”

Sone: “Brighten the Corner Where You
Are,” No. 7L

Discussion: Suggest other ways o be
missionaries; let Juniors suggest ways.

SoNae: “Missionary Volunteers,” No. 83,

BENEDICTION.

Superintendent’s Introduction
P

Let’s be missionaries! It must be lots
of fun. During the past few months,
with so many missionaries in the home-
land for the General Comferemce session
and for their. furloughs, most of us have
heard from at least one of them some of
the thrilling stories of life in a mission
tand, of their exploits in winming heathen
to Jesug, and to all of us these experi-
ences and the need in these countries of
heathen darkness as told by these mis-
sionariss challenge us to go oubt and do
and dare for our Captain. We are all
more eager now than ever to be mission-
arfes.

I hear someone say, “Yes, I want to
be a misstonary when I grow up, and go
to some of those far-off lands to tell the
people of Jesus’ coming, DBui there is
nothing I can do here. All the interest-
ing lands are far away.”

It ig frue that we are not living in
what is called a “heathen” or foreign
land, but there are heathen even in our
land, and many people wio need a mis-
sionary and his love and his God—even
here and near owr homes,
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T eould go and preaeh this gospel of love
and forgivemess to others, I could never
keep this wonderful peace I had found.
This is my eall. This eall T must obey.”
Misgionary Volunteer, do you hear the
eall today?”. D. A. DELAFIRLD.

lallnl-nu-I-----nl-n-l---unuatn-u-nui-l-luu

M JunioR MEETINGS

(ES TR AEENRRERNEERERE SRR PR R RRRRERESRNERNRHV.,]

Today we shall talk about some of the
things we ean do to be missionaries pow,
while we are Juniors. Perhaps we shall
learn of some new things we had not
thought of before, and these will also
help us when we need a Christian Help
Certifieate to become s Companion, or a
Missionary Endeavor Certificate to be-
come a Comrade.

A Missionary

(NoTE: This may be given by different
Juniors, each telling one reason or way.)
What?

A MISSIONARY, according to my die-
tionary, is a person gent to comvert peo-
ple to religion, to spread the knowledge
of religion. He iz a person who telly
others the good mews about Jesus and
His coming, and helps them to get ready
for Him to dome, to believe in Jesus and
live so they can go with Him to heaven
when He comes. Bui a missionary can
tell others about Jesus by his acts ag well
as by his words; he can tell them by the
way he helps in the home to lighten the
work of mother and father, by heing
happy and cheerful 2il the time.

Why? .

Pavl said, “How shall they hear with-
out a preacher?” Rom. 10:14, Someone
must tell the people whe do not know of
Jesus, or they will never know. Let’s all
be preachers for Jesus,

When?

Paul also told us a long time ago, and
it is even more true today, “Now ls the
accopted time; hehold, now is the day of
galvation.” 2 Cor, 6:2. Those who do
not know of Jesus must not wait until we
are grown to be told. Some of them
wonld never hear; some would die, so we
must tell them now, '

‘Where?

Jesus told the disciples jmst before His.
aseenston, “Ye shall. be witnesses unto
Me both in Jerusalem [af home], and

. unto the uttermost part of the earth
[foreign lands}.” Aets 1:8.
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How?

There are many, many wayd in which we
can be missionaries vight now, at home,
and around our neighborhood. We cam
take the people papers and books that
tell of Jesus; we can tell them ourselves,
But gomeone says, “I think these things
are not so easy to do, and I don’t enjoy
that kind of missionary werk mueh.”

Perhaps there are other ways that we
have not tried.

A Visit Long to Be Remembered

Joaw: Mary, did you hear the an-
nouncement in church this morning about
our Junior Missionary Volunteer meeting
this afternoon? They sald we are to
meet at two-thirty; that is an hour
earlier than we usnally have our meeting,
‘What do you suppose they want us to
come so early for? Or could that have
heen a mistake? Are you and George
and Robert going? -

Mary; I know what it is, and you will
want to be theve vight on time, too, for
T heard someone say we are going to have
Hunshine Band again this afternoon,
This is my first Sunshine Band, so I
don’t want to miss it, CGeorge and Rob-
ert were both there; they ean tell you
what they did.

Joaxw: Do tell me something about it,
George,

GrorgE: Oh, then you didn’t go with
ug when we went to the Childven’s Hos-
pital? Well, you surely missed & nice
time then, I am gure I will be on time

"today, for I really like Sunshine Band.

RoBERT: You sce we started early that
day, teo, and when we gathered fo start,
there were so many of us that we had {o
pack into the cars that were there, but
we {didn’'t mind that, espeecially as we
didn’t ‘have far to ride. I think there
werc about six ears, and there were one
or two mothers, fathers, or Senior M. V.
in each ear, but there was still room for
geveral Juniors and some of the children
even younger than Juniors.

- 'When we reached the hospital we were
told we must be real quiet, and also we
musft, be careful to stay where we were
told, so we ecould come again, for the
folk at the hospital wouldn't et children
under sixteen go inte most of the wards.
I guess they were afraid we would get
sick, and they had no spare bods for us,

Grorge: The nurse in charge was very
nice, and showed us the way to a ward
where all the children were trying to re-
cover from infantile paralysis, or polio-
myelitis as they called it. Iere only the
Seniors of our group could go inszide.
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JoaN: Tell me, what could you do from

there in the hall? I would think that.

would not be any fun at all to have to
stay in the hall to do things for children
you couldn’t even see,

RoBerT: But that’s where you are mis-
taken. Of course we would have liked to
go inside, so we could see the children
and talk with them, and also give them
the books we had for tkem, but we
wanted to come again, so we gladly
stayed wherc we were asked to stay.

GroRGE: And it wasn’t so hard to give
a program from the hall, either. You
gee, most of our program was singing,
and they could hear that from the halil,

Joan: What did you sing? Those chil-
dren surely would mot care for & lot of
hymns, would they$

GroraE: Well, we have been learning a
number of short choruses the last few
weeks, and they are easy to sing, and they
have a little lesson or message as well,
Some of those we sang were: “Climb Up
Sunshine Mountain,” with Jimmy, Gail,
and Roxie doing the motions for it; “Sing
the Clouds Away,” “My Home Is in
Heaven,” “A TLittle Talk With Jesus,”
and we also sang “Jesus’ Loves Me” in
one ward.

Sarn¥: George forgot that we had an
aceordion, played by one of the Seniors
in our group, to aceompany us.

GrorRGE: Yes, and she played some
special numbers on it for the children,
too, Then Delores and Jack played a
duet on their violins, which the children
liked. .

Joaw: But you said something about
books to give the childvem, What were
they, and if you couldn* go into the
ward, how were they given to them?

RoBERT: We gave those out after we
finished our program, and My. Hansenm
offered a short prayer, thanking God
that we eould come and bring eheer to
these children, and asking Him to be
very mear them and make them well, so
they could go home soon. Then the Sen-
iors who had been ingide the ward gave
out the books, Some time before this
trip we had been told to save Qur Litile
Friends and Youth’s Instructors and
make pretty ecovers for them. Well,
quite a number of these small serapbooks
were brought to give to the ehildren.

Grorer: Don’t forget the other books
that some of our members brought—hback
Reading Course books, and other good
boolks,

RoBERT: Yes, and those children suraly
seemed happy to get a book for their
very own. I don’t suppose all of them
have many such things ai home, and
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when they do get 2 nice book they enjoy
it. We also had some little hooks of
chornges which we used, and some of
these were given to the chitldren after we
finished our program,

Sarnuy: I want o tell about the mext
place we went., In this ward we could
see only a few of the childreuw, but they
wers pitiful eases. All of them had been
badly burned, and they looked so sad.
Some of them were all bandaged up, and
some were burned so badly that they
sereamed when the nurse or doctor eame
near them. There was one very small
girl who cried most of the time. I guess
a real bad burn hurts a lot. There were
some of the parents visiting in this ward,
and when we sang and played for them,
and had prayer for them, we saw tears in
those parents’ eyes. Perhaps they don’t
know how loving our Father in heaven is.

GroraE:
ward we visited. It was back down-
stairs and in another wing of the build-
ing, and was full of liftle colored chil-
dren. Some of these were mot quite so
sick as the others we had seen, and sev-
eral of them grouped around ncar the
door to be ncar us, In this ward they let
us go just imside the door. After we
sang some of the c¢horuses for them we
asked them to sing with us, and you
should have heard that grand choir with
the children singing with us!

SaLLy: That was the last ward we
time to visit. We had given three groups
of children a little bit of “sunshine” and
a few Little Friends and books to cheer
them and help them learn of Jesus.

GIEQRGE Oh, we must tell you about
otte boy we wers very much interested
in, He was in that polio ward, and was
in an iron lung. He had heen in that
lung for almost a year, but he was so

. cheerful and happy that we all liked him,

His name was Joe, None of us will soon
forget that name, or the hey with the
happy face.

RoeerT: Really, I don’t think we will
forget that visit soonm. As we went to
the cars to come home we all felt sad to
see wo many boys and girls suffering, but
glad that we covld bring some sunghine
to them. It made ug feel pretiy thank-
ful that we are healthy and well, 1 think
the program did us as much good as it
did those sick childven, for sometimes
we do not appreciate how many blessings
we have with our nice homes, good food,
good health, and a loving Jesus fo help
us do right. That is why we enjoy Sun-
shine Band.

JoaN: Thanks for telling me about it.
T surely will be early this afternoon, so

Let me tell about the last .
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I can help give out a little sunshine, and
get a blessing for myself as well.

Discussion

To THE LEADER:

Let the Juniors suggest ways they
would like to try to do missionary work.
Some childven have had lots of fun lelp-
ing' get things te send to some of the
families who had lost so mueh in the
war, purchasing things with their spend-
ing money, ete. Christmas baskets need
not all be packed by adults and filled
with things supplied by adults. Jumiors
enjoy wrapping gifts for these, giving of
their toys, fruit, and other good things,
that others may enjoy them. Only a sug-
gestion that someone is in need or has
nothing of the kind will bring 2 fund of
toys and other articles that ean go into
hoxes or baskets for needy families. (I
know, from having seen the eagerness
with which some Juniors take part in
this type of aetivity.) There are also
those who may be sick ov shut in near by,
who need a liffle cheer. Some-in your
own church may not be able to get out
to church, Give them a Sunshine Band
visit by the Juniors, A Christmas pro-
gram for poor children living near youn
will give many joy. Suely, any live
group of Juniors with a little guidanee
ean do many things to help others, and
at the same time be impressing someone
by these acts that Jesus still lives in the
he&arts of His people, young as well as
oldex.

CHORUSLES USED

My home ig in heaven,
Just waiting for me,
And when I get there,
Oh, how happy I'11 be.
My home is in heaven—
The rent is free,
For Jegus paid it
On Calvary.

Pm traveling daily
On the upward way,
Friend, eome and jein me;
Do net delay.
I'm traveling onward;
Gh, say you'll come;
Cur Savieur's walting
To twelcome uvsg home.

Others may be found in Rodeheaver’s
Short Choruses,

W
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Where Are We?

BY WALTER A, HOWE

Order of Service

gowg: “T Walk With the King,” No. 35
in M.V. Songs.

PRAYER.

OFFERTORY.

REPORT oF SOCIETY ACTIVITIES.

SECRETARY’S REPORT.

Song: “I Would Be True,” No. 58,

SUPERINTENDENT'S REMARKS oN MAps.

SyMPostUM, by four Juniors: “Where
Are Wel”

REMARKS 0N RESOLUTIONS.

Sowa: “In the Service of the King,”
No. 82,

BENEDICTION,
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Superintendent’s Remarks on
Maps

(Hold up en unfolded road mop, in-
cluding your community.)

Waar is this large sheet of paper T
hold in my hand? That’s right; it is a
road map, (Here there will be a variety
of answers. Gel the Juniors to indicate
it is @ road map because it shows the
roads and where they go.) Can you show
me the city (town or village) where we
are? All right, Marjorie, you come up
and peint it out. Fine, T am glad you
are able to tell us where we ave,

Now, there are many other types of
maps; can you hame some of them? Let’s
write them on the board. (Navigalion,
Contour, Geographical, Political.) Prob-
ably you never thought of a clock as &

‘map, but it does tell you ‘just how far

along the day is, and then theve is the
calendar., [The superintendent should
have both a clock ond a lorge calendar
to hold up while falking about them.]
Now, then, what does the calendar tell
us about} Surely, that’s right, it fells
us the dates, and by looking at a eer-
tain date we can tell just where we are
in the year.

If vou would like to think of it this
way, the calendar is a map of one year—
beginning January 1 and taking us over
a journey lasting until December 31.
Then weo gtart another journey.

T’'d like for someone of this wide-
awake group to tell me just where we
were on this yearlong trip on this date
[point to July I—someone will say “half-
way.] Now, let’s see where we are fo-
night., What is the date? December 14
—all 1ight, here it is. Now where are
we? MHleven twelfths of the way through!
That's close; we are certainly on the
‘home streteh, aren’t we? T've asked four
Junjors to tell us some of the things we
ghould have seen during the trip, Janu-
ary 1 to December 31

Where Are We?

1. Devotional Features:

THROUGHOUT the year each of us
ghould have been forming the habit of
meeting God every morning, studying
His Word, and talking with Him. We
form habits by repeating a thing again
and again. So day by day, regardless of
where we ave, we should keep the Morn-
ing Wateh., It is the firat point of the
Junior Law we have pledged to keep in
pach of the progressive classes. We do
not need the whole family to help in this,
nor do we have to be in a sertain place.
Just meet God in the morning, so we can
have Him with us throughout the day.

.and o semse of having
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Then every one of us should be read-
ing our Bibles through. If we read three
chapters every weekday and five chapters
on Sahbatl, we will finish the Good Book
in one year. Or if we read one chapter
every weckday and two chapters on Sab-
bath, we ean complete the Junior Bible
Year. God’s letter to men and women
gurely is worth our reading. It doesn’t
take long, bul it strengthens our tie with
Him when we daily read a poriion of
His letter.

_Traveling the year trip, we may have
part in the prayer bands, if we just will
~—in those little groups that meet regu-
larly for private prayer. They give a
ehance to pray with others and unitedly
ask God’s help for speeial things., They

" help us over the rough spots and give us

strength for victory bﬁer\_ ‘temptation,

Just as ;my traveler needs to stop and
be refreshed, so it is with God’s children
on this journey, and what a refreshment
it is when Week of Prayer comes and we .
reconsecrate ourselves anew to God.
These seasong of prayer mean everything
to God’s c¢hildren; He whispers again
His love to us, and we start again with
fresh vigof and strength, determined to
hive for Him.

2. Educational Features

From our General Conference Mission-
ary Volunteer leaders we gel each year
a Junior Missionary Volunteer Reading
Course, If you have never chosen to
read this eourse of books, I think you
ought to try it. They are good books, as
well as very interesting. Reading these
books helps us to choose other good hooks
on similar subjeets. The vear’s journey
would be ineomplete without some pro-
vigion for growing mentally while we
are growing physieally.

All of you are acquainted with the pro-
gressive classes and the interesting times
to be had enjoying each new achieve-
ment. This is just another side trip
available during the year’s journey. '

Does it not swell your heart with pride
acgomplished
something worth while when we have

“eompleted some line of endeavor and the

time comes when we are presented Cer-
tificates of Honor? The Lord does not
overlock these tasks of faithfulness, bu
rewards His-children abundantly.
Everybody enjoys a hobby of some
kind or other., Why not organize a hobby
club in some new line next yeary We
have had. such good times in our hobby
elibs and nature clubs this year, and we
will want to continue gome of them and
form others in interesting subjeects.



14

3. Service Features

Just to have society mectings alome
would not be enough, If we follow Jesus
we will try to do the things He did. He
did helpful things for those about Him,
The Sunshine Band ig an interesting side
trip on this journey for a year. It gives
everyone who takes part that warm feel-
ing deep down inside. Being real and
gineere in our beliefe will lead mome to
take part in the Literature and Corre-
spondence Bank work. We can find our
way into serviee for God in these seem-
ingly simple pieces of Christian help
work, 'We must never forget that service
for God, no matter how small, is impor-
tant in His sight.

To work in an Ingathering Binging
Band is another way to show our love to
the Master. We don’t all have the most
wonderful voices for singing, but when
we all unite owr voieces together in this
bit of endeavor for the Lord, doing our
best, then the Lord will bless the results

and we will find ourselves really enjoying

them and looking forward to them,
Many souls have been won to the Lord
as a result of the Binging Bands.

4. Secial Features

Throughout the journey of the year
there is always a chance to enjoy social
activitios, 'The hikes, parties, pienies,
and exeursions provide a wonderful
chance to have fun and enjoy other Jun-
iors. Not the least of these good times
is the Junior Summer Training Camp,
To learn to have a good time socially and
do all to the glory of God is vital to a
well-planned year.

Superintendent’s Remarks on
Resolutions

I’p like to remind you about this map
(the calendar). We are just about to
reach the end of this journey., A new one
is about to begin. I know that as you
listened to this symposium you felt we
were down here at the end of the year
and had aecomplished a great many
things, but we hadn’t taken part in
nearly as mueh as the trip had to offar.
‘While others enjoyed these various activ-
ities, some of Us missed them. Now that
a new year ig about to begin, we should
make resolutions today that we will make
our new trip mueh more interesting and
thrilling than this year’s trip was,

Juniors, what will you do next year$

(The superintendent might pass out
slips with the society activities listed
which are planned for the coming year,
asking the Juniors to check thelr plans
in each division of activity.)
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Srrr To BE HawpeEp QuTr AT CLOSE oF
MEETING

T would like to have a part in the fol-
lowing features during 1947:
1. Devotional Features:
Morning Watch
Bible Year
Prayer Bands
Missionary Volunteer Week of Prayer
2. Bducetiongl Fealures!
Junior Missionary Volunteer Reading
Course .
Miésisionm'y Volunteer Honor Activi-
es

Hobby Clubs
Nature Clubs

3. Service Meqtures;
Christian Help Band
Sunsghine Band
Literature Band
Ingaihering Siugin
Junior Crusaders’
Temperance Band

b Fellowship Features:
Social Itducation
Hociety Social Gatherings )
Recreational Hikes and Excursions

SIGNED
Junior Migsionary Volunteer dMember

Note to Superintendents

If any part of the above features which
were begun during the present year by
any members have not been completed to
date, do not fail to wse the pexsuasion or
to give the impetus unecessary to spur the
Juniors on to finish the work begum.
Juniors really rejoice in projects com-
pleted and work well done,

SYMPOSIUM ¢ “Where Are Wef#'—Ask
each Junior to mention some specific proj-
ect which was carried on during the year,
or some &xperiences in comnection with
the features he is mentioning. As they
relive in memory these glorious times to-
gother, they will delight to join in these
and other activities during the eoming
year.

Bandsg
orps

w oW

December 21
The Baby of Bethlehem

BY RUTH CONARD
Order of Service

OpENING SoNG: “0 Little Town of Beth-
lehem,” No, 91 in M.V. Songs.

PraYER: By several of the children.

Porm: “The Christmas Story.”

SEvERAL CAROLS might be sung here. Or
a carol given ag special music.

TaLg: “Star of Hope”

MusicaL ReAning: “Noel, Noel.,”

ProraEcY AND FULFILLMENT DRILL:
“How the Prophets’ Words Came
True.”

Porm: “The Firgt Chriztmas,”

TALk: “The Hope That Lights Our
Pathway.”

Crosine Soxg:
Night!” No. 93,

BENEDPIOTION.

‘“Bilent Night! Holy

The Christmas Story

I wirtr tell you a beautifnl story,
One that is ever new-—

0f our Saviour’s birth in Bethlehem;
We all love the story, too.

The town with piigrims was crowded
When Joseph and Mary appear.

The innkeeper crueily told fhem,
“There is no yoom for you here.”

December, 1946

Near by was a sheller for cattle-—
A place quite dismal and old—

And there in a manger so¢ humble,
‘The Christ Child lay, we are toid.

Then avose that night in heaven,
A atar 8o brighti and clear,

- It guided the steps of the wise men

With their gifts both precicous and dear.

There they knelt ai the feet of Mary,
Humbie and true and still,

To offer thelr tribute to Jesus, .
Who bringeth us peace and good will.

May that star send itg glad tidings
To all in this schoolroom here,
With the mesgage the Christ Child has
given-—
Peace to all, love, and good cheer.
Author unknown, used by permission of
The Grede Teacher magazine.

Star of Hope

Lowg years before the baby Jesus was
born in Bethlebem, prophets told many
things about Him—where He was to be
born, who His mother would be, and
many events which would happen at the
time of His birth, The things these
prophets told were like a star of hope,
uwp in the sky, which would lead the peo-
vle who believed these prophecies to ree-
ognize Jesus when He was born on this
earth, just as a star made up of angels
led the wise men from their faraway
homes, over deserts and mountams and
plaing, to Bethlehem to see baby Jesus.

Noel, Noel
(Recited to soft music, “The Firgt Noel.”)

LoNg years ago, in midnight dark,
A star ghone down on Israel,

Upon a stable, iowly, stark,
While angels sang, Noel, Noel.

In harren fields there watched, that night,
The lonely shepherds, sentinel;
Then, thlrln%%‘:h the skies, they saw great
2
‘While angefs gang, Noel, Noel,

Beneath the thateh, in manger lay
The holy Child of Igraei,

He slept, ail cradled in the hay
Whiie angels sang, Noel, Noel

So shineg the star, still undefiled
By mortal woes, o’er Israei,
Where Jesus sleeps, the lovely Child,
While angels sing, Noel, Noel,
—BMARGARET MAXFIRELD, uted by permis-
slon of The Grade Teacher magazine.

The First Christmas

IN the gleaming starlight
Of the long ago, N
Once the iMtle Christ Child
Came to earth below,
By the manger eradle
‘Where the Baby siept
There Hls gentle mother
Loving vigil kept.

Through the gleaming starlight,

Hushing grief and wrong,
“Giory in the hlghegt!"

Sang an angel throng.
Shepherds heard the music

Of the heavenly song:
“Peace on earth I it echoed

In a chorus strong.

TFhrough the ?eaming stariight
Shone a brighter star,
Giving light to wise men
Coming from afar;
Following itg guldance
In that long ago,
There they found the Christ Chiid
In the manger iow,
Author unknown, used by permission of
The Grede Teecher magazine,
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How the Prophets’ Words Came
True

TeE leader, or some adult, should take
charge of this part of the program, e
can give out to different members in the
andience the texts listed befow, which
contain prophecies regarding the firet ad-
vent of Christ, and their fulfilment. It
might be well the previous Sabbath to
ask everyome to bring his Bible; then
there will be enough Bibles for this exer-
cise, The leader, or the one conducting
thig drill, should say a few words of ex-
planation regarding each propheey and
fulfillment, such as are given in the
SBenior Missionary Volunteer program
corresponding to this, so that the chil-
dren will bo sure to understand each
seripture,

Prophecy Fulfillinent
Virgln birth Isa, 7114 Luke 1 :26-31
Born in Micah 5:2  Luke 2 :1-7
Bethlehem
Song of angels Isa. 96 Luke 2 :9-16
to shepherds
Wise men Num, 24 :17 Matt, 2:1-11
GQiftg of the Isa, 60 :6 Matt. 2511
wise men
Killing of Betli- Jer. 31:15  Matt, 2:16-18
hem babies
Called out Hogeo 11:1  Matt, 2:19-21
of Bgypt
The Hope That Lights Our
: Pathway

EvEN as prophecy, the star of hope
pointed to the first coming of Christ, so
that same bright star is shining above
us. It iflumines a like great event, to
come in the very near future—the secend
coming of Christ.

(Mention a few of the prophecies,
showing how they have been fulfilled, or
are fast fulfilling.)

Just as surely as weve fulfilled, to the
last detail, the prophecies pointing te

the firat advent of Christ, so surely will

be fulfilled all those predieting His sec-
ond coming.

‘We must be sure that we keep our eyes
fixedl on thig star of hope, that its heams
can keep in view this last great event of
the world’s history, and we can be ready
for it when it eomes.

oW
December 28

The Voice of Prophecy

BY It A, DELAFIELD

Order of Service

Sowa: “We Are Nearing Home!” No. 97,
in M.¥. Songs.

PRAYER.

DEVOTIONAL F'EATURES.

OFFERTOAY.

MIgSIGNARY REPORTS.

SECRETARY'S REPORT.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PLANS.
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Bowg: “We Shall See the King Some
Day,” Ne. 96,

InTrRODUOTION, By the Superintendent.

BympostuM: “Persongl Memsages From
the Voice of Prophecy.”

Croging TALK: “Missionary Appeal”

Sowa: “Boldiers of the Cross,” No. 70,

BENEDICTIOR.

Note to Superintendents

The Voice of Prophecy radio logs will
be mailed to the M.V, leader in each
church in North America in time to ar-
vive and be distributed at this meeting.
The following introduction to the service
may be used by the leader.

Introduction

Today, Juniors, the subject of our
meeting 38 “The Voeice of FPropheey.”
How many of you have heard the pro-
gram on the air? Let me see your hands.
How many of you have ever enrolfed in
the Junior Bible Correspondence Courset
Yes, there are many, Did you know that
the Voice of Propheey, our denomina-
tional radio broadeast, can be heard over
more than five hundred radio stations,
and that free Bible lessons are printed
in eight different languages? Isn’t that
wonderfull Wouldn’t you like to have
the Voice of Prophecy radio group ap-
pear in our church and conduct a Bab-
bath gervice? I hope that this will be
possible semetime in the future.

The radio group iz not hore in person
to help uws in this service, but what do
you think, Juniors! . We are going to
bring porsonal messages to you from
Elder Richards; Father Richards, the
minister who offers prayer; Elder Dela-
ficdd, the announcer; Al Avilla, the or-
gamist; and the King’s Heralds, radie
guartet. Ves, personal messages ad-
dressed divect to us. T am going to call
on different members of our society to
briug to you a little life sketch and per-
sonal greeting from eacli Voice of Proph-
ecy worker. TFirst of all, will
bring us the message from Elder Rich-
axds, the speaker:

Personal Messages From the Voice
‘of Prophecy

H. M. 8. Richards:

I am H. M. 8. Richards, the speaker of
the Voice of Prophecy. Some people
smile when they hear my name. My ini-
tials stand for Harold Marghall Sylves-
tet, but most people think of the words
“His Majesty’s Ship.” Will you permit
me to suggest for those initials these
words, “His Majesty’s Servant’”’¥ Yes, I
want to be God’s servant, and when I
gpeak on the radie I want to speak for
Him.
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If you were to ask me where I wag
born, I would reply, “Davis City, Iowa.”
And would you like to know the datet
Well, T won’t tell you exactly, but it wag
in the late swommer of 1894,

My father’s name is Halbext M, J.
Richards, He will speak Zfor himself
later in the program. I can say thig
much, however, he iz very much alive
and still working almost {ull time, even
though he iy over seventy years of age.

You will excuse me for speaking a
good word for my Alma Mater, Washing-
ton Missionary College, at our mation’s
capital. The ministerial training T re-
ceived there prepared me for the minis-
try, and soon after my graduation I be-
gan preaching in Ottawa, Canada. In
1929 I came to California, and very soon
after my arrival I began preaching over
rvadio station KNX, Log Angeles. You
may be sure that I believe in gospel radio
preaching with all my heart, as scores of
other Adventist preachers do. We are
doing our very best to preach Christ fo
the millions, and we want te ask our

Juniors to please pray for the success of

the Voice of Prophecy radio program,

H. M. J. Richards: .

I am Halbert Marghall Jenkin Rich-
ards, the father of the program speaker.
Like my son, I, teo, am a Seventh-day
Adventist minister. Perhaps you have
wondered who it iy that offers prayer
over the program every Sunday. Well, I
must eonfess that it is . Will you listen
for the prayer next Sunday when you
tune in to the Voice of Prophecy pro-
gram? You will hear it early in the
broadeast, just after the first song by
the King’s Heralds and just before our
favorite, “Near to the Heart of God.”
Please beow your heads with me, Juniors,
when T pray, and join with me in secking
the Lord for His blessing on ‘the broad-
cast. Also let us pray that freedom may
continve in liberty-loving countries, that
the gospel of Jesus Christ may be carried
to the ends of the earth, The next time
I offer prayer over the radio, you may
he sure that I will not forget to ask God
to bless my Junior friends.

D. A, Delafield:

I am D. A, Delafield, the announeer,
Bible school director, and publicity man-
ager. You ean see from thig that I have
enough to do to keep me out of mischief,

There are two things about iny work
that I like very mush—anmouncing over
the radio, and writing the Junior ser-
mons for cur magazine called The Voice
of Prophecy News. Do you read these
two-minute sermons? I would like very
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much to have each of you write me a let-
ter, Juniors, and tell me all about your-
gelf, and if I can help you with your
problems T will write to you immediately
and do all I can to help you,

I must not say any more, because
Brother Riechards would like each mem-
ber of the King’s Heralds quartet to
speak to you, but just this final word:
If you are not already enrolled in the
Voice of Prophecy Junior Bible Corre-
spondence Course, please, by all means,
gend your mame and address to The
Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles,
California, and we wiil mail Lessons 1
and 2 te your home at once,

Here now iz the first tenor. He will
speak to you.
Ben Glanzer:

My name i3 Ben Glanzer. Brother

Delafield has already told you that I am
the first tenor in the radic quartet. Per-
haps you may be acquainted with my
predecessor, George Casebeer, He had a
lovely high tenor voice, When George
was called elsewhers, I gave up my work
in Canada and moved to the Voice of
Prophecy headquarters in Los Angeles.
I want to say that I consider my work
with the King’s Heralds the most valu-
able experience I have ever had, Just
think, Juniors, our gospel songs can be
heard by five million peopls every week.
That wouldn’t be possible if it were not
for the miracle of radie broadcasting. It
is my prayer that our songs will help to
win many precious souls for Jesus.

And now you must meet our second
tenor. Here he iy to speak to you

Robert Seamont;

My name is Robert Seamont. T can
truthfully say that I enjoy quartet work
very much, While attending high school
in Tdaho and while going to college in
California, it was my privilege to sing in
various quartets. Tt was in August, 1941,
that T accepted a call to the Voice of
Prophecy to join the King’s Heralds, and
what a thrilling work it iz, One of the
most interesting things we do iz to sing
in Spanish and in Portuguese. Iow
would you like to be able to sing in Eng-
lish, Spanish, and Portuguese, and have
your voice carried over more than five
hundred radio stations? If any of my
Junior friends are able to sing, they
should decide mow to give their voices to
Jesus so that He can wse them in His
service. 'Who knows, perhaps one of you
may take my place on the air someday.

You must meet my friend, Wayne
Hooper, our baritone,
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Wayne Hooper:

I won’t have to tell you my name, will
I2 Brother Seamont has already told
you. Yes, I sing the first bass, or bari-
tene. T can honestly say that in spite of
the fact that T have condueted music in
2 number of evangelistic efforts, and
taught music in ono of our academies,
my work for the King’s Heralds is the
mest enjoyable experience I have ever
had. Someday we may call and conduct
a gervice in your church. Would you like
that? 1If we come I promise that the
guartet will sing for you—mnot one song,
but three or feur.

Now I must say good-by, but fixet in-
troduce the piomeer member of our quar-
tet, Raymond Turner.

Raymond Turner:

I am Raymond Turner, It has always
been an inspiration for me to sing with
the King’s Heralds—and especially to
work with Brother Richards, with whom
I have been associated in radip work for
over ten years. I love to sing the good
old gospel songs, and my answer to peo-
ple who ask me about my deep voice is
this: “Before my voiee changed I sang
alto an octave high, then without any
notice the bottom dropped out, and that
is what you hear today.”

Well, all the members of the King’s
Heoralds have spoken, but we must not
forget to include a place in our sympo-
stem for our orgamist, Al Avilla,

Al Avilla:

How do you do, Juniors? As Brother
Turner has said, I am the organist for
the Voice of Propheey, and you will be
interested to know that when we ge on
the air SBunday merning, on the Mutual
System, we use a Hammond organ, but
when we prepare transeriptions for other
stations, we use a pipe organ, Some peo-
ple cannot tell the difference between the
two organs when they are played over
the air; perhaps you can. In any
evant, I think the organ adds something
te the broadeast, and I count it a privi-
lege to play on the prograin,

I am a music teacher by profession,
and T keep busy at this when I am not
helping the Voice of Prophecy, and you
may be sere that I am interested in
Juniors, because my son is a Junior, and
we have a wonderful time together.
Bometimes he comes to the broadeast
with me, and I am sure that he would
Like to meet you some Sunday morning
when we go on the air. The address of
the studic is 5515 Melrose Avenue, Hol-
lywoed, California. I must say good-by
now, and God bless you all.

- December, 1946

Missionary Appeal

Do you like to listen to the radio? T
am gure you 2ll do. I have my favorite
programs. T listen as regularly as pos-
sible to these. I like musie, good preach-
ing, newscasts, and the news analysis of
my favorite commentators. Of course
there ave many things on the air to which
I de net listen. You feel the same way
about it, T am sure. These programs to
which T refer were mnever imtonded for
the ears of Christian youth. Satan has
invented many of these jazzy, spooky,

‘wild, and crazy produetions of worldly,
pleasure-loviug minds to eaptivate the
genses, and steal the affections of Jumior
boys and girls away from Christ and the
pure teachings of the Bible. .

Modern radic broadeasting is a race
between good and bad programs, and
there are far more bad ones than good
ones. I think the Voice of Prophecy is
a good program, don’t you? Thousands
of pcople would say the same thing if
they only knew ahout the broadeast,

The broadeasting group, whose per-
sonal messages have been hrought to you
today by different members of your Jun-
ior Society, would be very happy if our

- Junior friends in your society would each
decide to tell just one Junior friend
about the program, Tell them about the
good germon they will hear and the fine
singing by the King’s Heralds, Then de-
geribe to them, in a few words, the free
Junior Bible course of twenty-four les-
sons. Tell them that the Voice of Proph-
ecy offers these lessons to them absolutely
free. Secure thelr names and addresses,
and mall this information to us immedi-
ately. For your encouragement we can
tell you that nearly four thousand Junior

.boys and girls have been baptized into
the Seventh-day Adventist Chureh ag the
result of studying our Junior Bikle Cor-
respondence Course, You are welcome to
enroll yourself, if you have not already
done so, but we especially want to ask
you to invite a non-Adventist Junior
friend or mneighbor to tune in to the
Voice of Propheey; and then you make a
prayerful, earnest effort to enroll him in
the Junior Bible Course.

How many of you will try to get at
least one enrollment? Let me see your
hands. That is fine. When you come to
Junior M.V. Society meeting next week,
bring these names and addresses with
you, and we will count them. It will be
interesting to see how many our society
can enroll. What do you think? Rifty?
One hundred? Two hundred? Let us do
our hest, 2nd God will save many pre-
cious souls through us.
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THE CHURCH AND HER UNFINISHED TASK

N .
Suggestive Program for Sabbath,
December 7
OpENING SoNg: “0 Zion, Haste,” No.

449 in Church Hymnal,

SCORIPTURE READING: John 4:34; 17:4;
17:18; Jehn 17:1-26 (Christ’s prayer
for those who finigh His work).

PravyER—Response on the part of the
church today.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OFFERING for
church missionary work.

Sona: “Lead On, O King Eternal,” No,
362,

REaping: “God’s Work Will Be Fin-
ished,” by T. L. Oswald.

Reapng: “Speak, Lord, for Thy Servant
Heareth,” by W. A, Butler,

Brcrrariox (or reading): “The Work
Demands Haste.”

Reapivg: “The Plage of Literature in
Finishing the Work,” by J. E. Ed-
wards.

CrosiNg Sowg: (A pledge of comsecra-
tion) “Lord, Her Wateh Thy Church
Is Keeping,” No. 437.

BENEDICTION,

Note to Leaders

In preparation for this service each
leader should give careful thought to the
inquiry, Is my church measuring up io
the respengibility of finishing the work
of God in the community? The church
has boen organized for missjonary serv-
ice, and our heavenly TFather expects
wholehearted response. Read the dé
geription of the church found ont page
304 of Testimonies, volume 5, When the
members of the early church “went ev-
erywhere preaching the word,” a great
and wmighty work was accomplished.
What is expected of us in our day? Far
more than in any other period! The eur-
Yent events of the day speak in thunder
tones of the close of earth’s history. It
js the time of all times for making eter-
nal inierests paramount to all else. The
angelic host is ready and wailing to co-
operate with human agencies in speeding
on the work of the gospel to a glerious
finish. May you find joy and satisfac-
tion in logking back over the record of
the year, and may God impart courage

(Continued on page 26)

God’s Work Will Be Finished

BY T. L. OSWALD

HE commiggion given {o the church

of Christ involves a great task, for

it reads, “Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel to every creature”
(Mark 16:15); and the assurance of its
completion is found in the words, “This
gospel of the kingdom ghall be preached
in all the world for a witness unto all na-
tions; and then skall the end come”
(Matt. 24:14). While the task may seem
stupendous, and much remains to be done,
we know that God will work through hu-
man jngtruments, emptied of self and
filled with the Holy Spirit, and that “He
will finish the work, and cut it short in
righteounsness ; because a short work will
the Lord make upon the earth.” Rom.
$:28.

The finishing of God’s work is a prob-
lem beyond human comprehension, But let
it ever be borne in mind that it is God's
work and not our work, The solution of
the problem iz simply to make sure that
individval responsihility is fully met. If
we do our part for the finishing of God’s

The Work Demands Haste

T days are passing dquickly, scarcely here
Tre they are gone and censummate the year.
“Thig generation’” saen must pagg.  OQur Lord
Must soon return, the prophecies record;
But still on every gide much work we see -
Ag yet undene, We must more aclive be.
No time for Christ’s co-workers now to
wasie.
The work demands &ll energy and haste.

Trom out Eﬂe east and wegt, from north and
south,

There comeg a pleading cry from heathen
month,

“Clome over now and lielp us, lest we die,”

As if_it were their last despairing cry.

We alge hear” the rumbling of war,

Which comes {o us frem countries near and

far,
Inhabitants are trembling now, and fear
Those }tlhings which all about they see and
eqr,

Another sound, a cheering one, is heard
From e'en the darkest Jands, whereer God's

ord
Is preached, as grateful hearts their volces

raise,

When freed from sin, in prayer and praise.
The workers are but few, the harvest great,
Time’s nearly gone, the hour Js very late.
Hard problemhg and great trials must be

faced,
God's work demands all energy and hagte.
—A, . DOWNS.

work, wherever we ave, whatever that
part may be we may be suve that the gos-
pel commission will reach completion in
God’s own time,.and that what appears
to be an unending task will be “eut ghort”

. in righteousness; which means the owut-

pouring of the Holy Spirit in abundant
measure upon the members of the church
as they stand ag Hving witnesses for eter-
nal trath. “Wonderful is the work which
the Lord designs to accomplish through
His ¢hurch, that His name may be glori-
fied. . . . The church is God’s appointed
agency for the salvation of men. It was
organized for serviee, and its mission is
to carry the gospel to the world.”—
Christian Serviee, pp. 14, 15,

Before Jesus comes, the gospel work
will be flnished, and it is to the remnant
c¢hurch that Chrigt looks for the accom-
plishment of His purpose. The end is
very mear. As Jewus looked down the
gtream of time and saw the completion of
the harvest of souls, He said o His dis-
ciples of two thousand years ago, “Say
not ye, There are yet four months, and
then cometh harvest? Behold, T say unto
you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the
fields; for they are white already to har-
vest.” How much more applicable ave
thege words of our Lord and Master
today.

We have no time to loge, There ig
great danger in putting off the work we
are called to do today and planning to
do it tomorrow. Proerastination is fatal.
The Spirit of prophecy records repeated
warping. We read, “That soul whom you
wight have found, that soul to whom you
might have opened the Scriptures, passes
beyond your reach.. Satan has prepared
some net for his feet, and tomorrow he
may be working out the plans of the
archenemy of God. Why delay one day?.
Why not go to work at oncel”—Ibid.,
p. 79, .

Each in His Lot and Place

“To everyone work has been allotted,
and no one ¢an be a substitute for an-
other. Each one has a mission of won-
derful importance, which he cannot neg-
lect or ignore, as the fulfillment of it in-
volves the weal of some soul, and the neg-
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lect of it the woe of ome for whom Christ
died *—I®id., p. 10.

““Hvery soul that believes the truth is
to stand in his Iot and place, saying,
‘Here am I; send me.’ —Testimonies,
vol. 6, p. 49,

There are many avenues through which
God would have us help in the finishing
of the work. It is well to go ever the
list often, to make sure that we are
standing in our Iot and place.

1, Teaching. When Jesus was here
among men He bade Iis disciples “go”
and “teach” There is need of stressing
these two fundamental principles of
Christian service. To the disciples, feach
meant the lving expression of heavenly
principles in the daily affairs of earthly
life, and the verbal expression of the gos-
pel message, uttered under any and all
cireumstances. The simplicity of the
Saviour’s plan of teaching is the model
for Chrigtian workers at all times. The
same power which accompanied Ilis
teaching and caused men to exclaim,
“Never man spake like this Man,” is to
attend the Chrigtian teacher to the end of
time, for the Saviour gaid, “All power is
given wnto Me in heaven and in earth.
Go ye therefore, and teach zIl nations.
.+« And, lo, T am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world,”

2. Badio. This modern invention takes
@ prominent place in the program for
finishing God’s work. There are literally
thousands of people who would not hear
the warning message except by this
means, and many ave rejoicing in the
truth of God today because the message
was brought to them over the air. While
we -camnot all stand behind the miero-
phone, each hears responsibility for call-
ing the atfention of the publiec to the
message broadeasts, securing mnames of
interested people for the Bible Corre-
gpondence Course and personal calls in
the homes, ‘

3. Bible Readings in Homes. The giv-
ing of Bihle readings by our church mem-
bers ig “a heaven-born idea.” That this
is a distinet line of work im which the
chureh members are to engage s elearly
indicated in the following instruction:

“Many workers are to act their part,
doing house-to-house work, and giving
Bible readings in families, They are to
ghow their growth in grace by submis-
sion to the will of Christ. Thus they will
gain a rich experience. As in faith they
receive, believe, and cbey Christ’s Word,
the efficiency of the Holy Spirit will be
geen in their lifework. There will be
seen an intemsity of earnest effort. There
will be cherished a faith that works by
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love and purifies the soul, The fruits of
the Spirit will he seen in the life.”—
Ibid., vol. 9, p. 141,

No more positive assirance of results
concerning any phase of Christian serv-
jee i8 given than that which refers to
giving Bible readings. Note this state-
ment: “God will not permit this precious
work fer Him to go unrewarded. He will
crown with success every humble effort
made in His name.”—Gospel Workers,
p. 192,

‘We have mentioned only three of the
avenues whereby church members may
help to finish God’s work. May we ask
each person in the congregation today to
give his own answer, to himself and to
God, in reply to the question, Am I, as
a soldier of the cross, commissioned to
press the battle until vietory is won,
standing in my lot and place, alert and
ready for duty at a moment’s noticc? .

“The members of the church are not
all called to labor in foreign lands, but
all have a part to ack in the great work
of giving light to the world. 'Ihe gospel
of Christ is aggressive and diffusive. In
the day of God not one will he excused
for having been shut up to his own selfish
interests. There is' work for every mind
and for every hand. There is a variety
of work, adapted to different minds and
varied capabilities.—Christian Serviee,
p- 12,

It should be the comstant prayer of
every member of the church, #“Help me,
Lord, from this time forward, to find and
oceupy my place.”’

Call to Service

O cHURCH of God, aromse, awaken !
Hear, hear the Macedonian cry!
A thousand million gouls are taken
Captive by sin. FHear ye their slgh
From 1ands where hopeless heathen die?
Shall ease and gold and earthly pleasure
Withhold thy hand until too late?
Then ghalt thou share their woeful fate
And perigh with thine earthly treasure.

Awale, arise, O church!
The message give in power!

Speed on! Hpeed on! ¥ work is done
‘When closes mercy's hour.

O church of God, shall sloth enslave thee
While doom hangs o'er a dying race?
Commands thy Master, “Go ye! Go ye!
Fiil in earth’s harvest field thy place;
Prociaim with power My saving grace.”
Shall nations perish for thy reaping?
Nippon, Csthay, dark India’s fand,
And Afrie’'s need make stern demand,
These precions prideless souls are in thy
keeping,

O church of God, the day ls dawning

When sin’s dark night will close for aye;
The King of kings in gloty coming

Wikl brinﬁ His saints their crownlng day,

And death and tears shall pass away.
Then rige, O church, in a]l His power.

The mexgage give in every land—

‘“Phe coming King is near at hand!”
This is thy work—and this thy hour!

—I. H, HvANS.

December, 1946

“Speak, Lord; for Thy Servant
Heareth”

BY W. A, BUTLER

Samven was a mere lad when Eli the
priest directed him how to answer God’s
call, As this Iad grew older, he also
grew in knowledge and wisdom with God
and man, and it was early revealed that
he was te be a prophet. Samuel con-
stantly endeavored to become what God
would have him be, The message God
gave him concerning EL and his family
wag not a pleasing one, but a terrible
warning. When questioned by Ili, he
did not flinch In relating faithfully what
the Lord had revealed to him. When in
later years, Saul, the king of Israel, who
was deserving of a rebuke, stood before
the prophet, Samuel uttered these words,
which summed up the purpose and prae-
tice of his own life, “To obey iz better
than sacrifice, and to hearken than the
fat of rams.”

The life and service of Samuel were
a great blessing to Israel, He anocinted
two kings, the last one being the progeni-
tor of Christ. He also established the
school of the prophets, and brought abeut
a reform among the people

Today God is listening to the prayers
of His children. Ie knows every honest
heart, “Speak, Lord; for Thy servant
heareth,” i a most pleaging prayer to
God. Then follows the next step, taken
by Tsaiah, another youth whe feared God,
and who, in angwer to the call of the
Lord, said, “Send me,”

Men and women in our ranks every-
where, yes, and youth, too, are being
stirred by God’s personmal appeal, “CGo
work to day in My vineyard,” and they
are gmswering the call. They are not
gesking their own ease or pleasure, but
are giving this unpopular truth with a
certain ring that is warning and winning
souls,

R. H. Pierson, a former missionary to
India, gives an interesting experience of
a man who accepted the third angel’s
message and was very desirous that his
brother join him in the new-found faith,
but the brother ridienled and opposed.
Finally the mnon-Adventist brother de-
eidded he would study up a bit and
“straighten out” the erring member of
the family and bring him back to the
fold of the family church.

“The man’s eyes fell upon a volume en-
titled Bible Readings for the Home Oir-
ele, that appealed to him as a likely work
to give him the necessary information;
80 he began to study if. He spon found
that it savored very definitely of Ad-
ventism, but he quieted his fears by as-
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suring himself that there were no schol-
ars among Adventists who could produee
such a masterpiece on Bible teaching.
‘And, anyway, if they did write a book
'they wouldn’t have money enough to pub-
lish ig)

“But, mueh to his chagrin, he found
that not only had the Advensists written
that partieular book, but also they had
been regponsible for publishing all the
other religious volumes that happened lo
be on his shelves and to which he re-
ferred for help. Arriving at the eonelu-
sion that Adventists must have written
all the religions books, ho deeided upon
the wigse eourse of referring to his Bible
and reading that to find the evidence he
desired, He wasn’t long in finding there
the teaching of the seventh-day Sabbath,
our Lord’s second coming, and many
other familiar Adventist doetrines which
he had bhelieved to he bui the peculiar
ideas of deluded religious fanaties. He
ther arrived at the econelusion that the
Rible algo had been written by Seventh-
day Adventists, and bonesthearted man
that-he was, he joined his brother in the
new-found light.

Paul, in angwer to the volee from
heaven, said, “Lord, what wilt Thou have
me do?” While few Chrisiians have sueh
remarkable evidence of helng called to
a specifie work, nevertheloss our God Is
just as eertainly and positively calling
laborers to enger His vineyard today.
The lateness and need of the hour and
the greatness of the task should speak
emphatically to every Seventh-day Ad-
ventist,

Do you have the gift of speeeh? Do
you kuow the saving power of this truth?
Then the call eomes $o you. Speak for
God in publie; appeal to men to turn to
God. We ean no longor conseientiously
live a seeluded life. Every soul must
have a chanee to know the truth.

Oux heavenly Father is not pleased
with poor, inefficient serviee, for the ad-
menition i8 “Study to shew thyself ap-
proved unte God.” “Owr professiom of
faith may proclaim the theory of reli-
giow, but it is our practieal piety that
holds forth the word of truth, The eon-
sistent life, the holy convezrsation, the un-
swerving integrity, the active, benevolent
spirit, the godly example—these are the
mediums through which light is eonveyed
to the world.”—The Desire of Ages, p.
307. :

Again, we are todd not to wait for
miracles. “God does not generally work
miracles to advance Hig {ruth. If the
husbandman neglects to cultivate the soil,
God works miraeles to counteract the
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sure results, e works according to great
principles made known to us, and it is
our part to mature wise plans, and set
in operation the means whereby  God
shall bring about certain results. Those
who make no deecided effort, but simply
walt for the Holy Spirit to eompel them
“to aetion, will perish in darkness. You
are not to sit still and do nothing in the
work of God.”—Christian Service, p. 228.

God has a plan for all mankind, and in
thig hour He is calling for men to speak
the message ¢learly and econvineingly om
the highways of our eities, or to groups
in publie halls or private homes, An

army of lay workers are giving Bible,

studies and are seeing encouraging re-
sults, Ourg iz a grand and precious
truth, and demands the best we ean put
into it. Our heavenly Father does not
require great talent. He desires only that
we concentrate and eultivate the talent
He has already bestowed upon us, “Men
of aetfion are needed,—men who will labor
with earmest, oceaseless emorgy for the
purifying of the churech and the warning
of the world.”—Testimonies, vol, 5, p.
187,

woow

The Place of Literature in Finish-
ing the Work

BY J, ERNEST EDWARDS

WE gpeak of the *“unfinished” task
which must be accomplished by the
church before probation closes. Would
it not be well to remove the un and keep
our gyes on the finished task; for the
work will be finished in a shorier time
than human minds ¢an comprehend, and
every fajthful believer, who is deing his
part day by day with the end in view,
will share in the rewards bestowed when
the Master gpeaks the ‘“well done, . ..
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”

The heralding of fthe soon-coming Sav-
iour, which is to he proclaimed to every
kindred, tongue, and people, i the work
to be accomplished, and there ean be no
question that the task is gigantic and ap-
palling; but with a mighty hea',vanly
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Leader, to whom nothing is impessible,
and with an army of willing helpers,
there is every reason to take courage for
a forward advance. ’

Cities with their millions are still un-
warned. Arveas as large as the United
Biates are still waiting for the truth.
But again we refor to the assuranes that
the work of God will not cloge “with less
manifestation of the power of (Glod than
marked its opening”(The Great Cowniro-
versy, p. 611), and that “the truth is
soon to triumph gloricusly, ard all who
now choose to be laborers fogether with
God, will triumph with it.’—Testimo-
ades, vol. 9, v, 135,

Our churehes will do extraordinary
things for God in the final movements of
time, and largely through 2 great litera-
ture crusade. The promise of Isaiah 55: °
10, 11 will be fully realized in conneetion
with the finishing of God’s work. Year
by year our gystematic endeavory in dis-
tributing  truth-filled literature have
borne fruit, and as we sow bountifully
we shall reap béuntifully in the harvest
of souls. In the Review and Herald of
November 10, 1885, we find the statement
made by the messenger of the Lord, as
follows: “God will soon do great things
for us, if we lie humble and believing at
His feet. . . . More than one thonsand
will soon be converfed ir one day, most
of whom will traee their first eonvietions
to the reading of our publications.”

World War II, with its fifty-nine mil-
lion eascalties, the present diplomatie
tension, and the destructive threat of
atomie power, has eaused thinking men
and womex to ponder the times in whieh
we live. Never was there such intense
interest in Bible propheey, such eager-
ness $0 know the Bihle truth, such seri-
ousness toward religion. The inereased
eirculation of the Bible, the growing pop-
ularity of veligious radio programs,
which necessitated the formation of the
NEC department of religion, and a larger
attendanee at chureh serviees throughout
the nation—all attest this religious trend.
Thig iz our day of opportemity to carry
the everlasting gospel to the remotest re-
cesses of every regionm.

As a result of ten days spent in litera-
ture activity, twelve openings for Bible
gtudies were found in one small ¢ity. In
another place four Sabbath afternoonms
wera used to vigit every home in a eer-
tain seetiom. On the third visit the
missionary worker presented with the lit-
erature an enrollment card for the Bible
Correspondence Course, mentioning its
value in understanding Bible prophecy.
The members, on their fourth visit to the
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same homes, distributed announeement
eards of Bible lecturcs to be held at
the Seventh-day Adventist church each
Sunday night. Some months later elevon
were baptized as a result of these four
initial comtaets with literature and the
chureh evangelistic effort. A large num-
ber in thiz same section desired litera-
ture mailed@ to their home.

The message can be given to each of
the thousands of families living in eity,
town, and community through literature
and the Bible Corrosepondence Course,
The tirme has come for concerted eifort in
presenting to these thousands our life-
and-death message. The early diseiples
had the thiilling experience of filling the
city of Jerusalem with the Christian doe-
trine. (Aets 5:28.) And we should re-
member that “all that the apostles did,
every churech member today is to deo.—
Ivid., vol, 7, p. 38, Just now is the time
for each church to blanket its region with
literature, nsing the attraetive and inter-
est-arousing Prediction Traei Series of
twelve, and utilizing the bloek system of
regular distribution., Other literature
plans include the modernized Xing’s
Pocket League, the Weekly Tract Night,
placing our literature in autos on shop-
ping nights, and the filling of literature
racks placed in transportation depots, be-
side public telephones, and in many other
public places. May this larger literaturs
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erusade be one of the final steps in bring-
ing men and women to a deeision for
Christ and this message,

“We are standing upon the thrsshold
of great and solemn events. Prophecies
are fulfilling, Strange, eventful history
ig being recorded in the books of heaven:

Everything in our world is in agitation,

There are wars, and rumors of wars.
The nations are angry, and the time of
the dead has come, that they should be
judged. Fvents are changing to hring
about the day of God, which hasteth
greatly. Only a moment of time, as it
were, yet remains, But while already na-
tion is rising against nation, and king-
dom sgainst kingdom, there is not now a
general engagement. As yet the four
winds are held until until the scrvants of
God shall be sealed in their foreheads.
Then the powers of earth will maxshal
their forees for the last great battle.’—
Ibid., vol. 6, p. 14,

Let us therefore do our part in the
literature erusade, for God will guide in
systematically covering every community
with the printed message of truth; and
very soon the “unfinished task™ of the
ehurch will begome the fintshed task, and
we may all realize the meaning of the
promise, “Blessed will-be the recompense
of grace to those who have wrought for
God in the simplicity of faith and love.”
—Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 404.
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Waiting!

“THOUSANDS upon thousands, and ten
thousand times tem thousand amngels are
walting to co-operate with members of
our churches In communicating the light
that God has generouwsly given, that a
people may be prepared for the coming
of Christ,”—Testimondies, vol 9, p. 129,

It was about eight years ago that a
Sabbath school teacher read and revead
the following statement: “The message
is first to be given ‘in the highways,’—
to men who have an active part in the
world’s work, to the teachers and leaders
of the people. Let the Lord’s messen-
gerg bear this in mind, To the shepherds
of the flock, the teachers divinely ap-
pointed, it should ecome as a word to be
heoded. Those who betong to the higher
ranks of soclety are to be sought out
with tender affection and brotherly re-
gard, Men in business life, in high posi-
tions of trust, men with large inventive
faculties and scientifie insight, men of

genius, toachers of the pgospel whose
minds have not been called to the special
truths for this time,—#hese should be the
first to hear the coll.—Christ’s Objeet
Lessons, pp. 229, 230. (Italics mine.)

Hensing in & small degres a vision of
the possibilities of orgamized planning,
and s power to bring into a reality the
ecommand involved in the message re-
corded by the Lord’s messenger, the
teacher invited the young people of her
Sabbath sehool clags to a gathering at
her home, and ghared with them the plan,
They caught the thought and gladly ox-
ganized as a group to send the Signs of
the Times to our nation’s first “highway,”
the Cabinet of the Presidemt of the
United States, Soon other members of
the church eanght the spirit of the ides,
and now all members of both houses of
Congrese are receiving the paper. The
undersecretaries of the Cabinet, the Su-
preme Court gentlemen, and their assoel-
ate justices also have beem added to the
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list of officials to reeeive the Signs of the
Times.

The report of this Sabbath school class
endeavor has been told from ecoast to
coast and as a result many more groups
havo taken up the same work and have
pxperienced a great blessing as they have
systematically sent the printed page of
truth to members of the legislative, ju-
dieial, and exeeutive branches of our na-
tion’s capital.

There are great possibililies involved
in a plan whereby all our churehes could
reach the jondicial, legislative, and exce-
utive personnel of cvery State in the
Union with the Signs of the Times and
other literature. Then, when State and
territorial officials are being provided for,
the same ptan can be developed in each
county seat. But why stop there? Let
ug eontinne until every ‘eity father” of
city, town, and hamlet ig given the privi-
lege of receiving the weekly visits of our
“gilent minister,” so that he may see the
light and lead his flock safely through
this night of storm, The valley before
us is deep, the storm is on, “relentless in
ttg fury,” The shepherds want to lead
their sheep to safe folds, bui many of
the shepherds have lost their way. The
sheep stand waiting for the shepherds to
find their path and to lead them safely
to shelter. The shepherds’ responsibili-
ties are more tham they can carry; they
are confused, the might iz dark, the hour
is late,

“The greatest men of {he earth are not
beyond the power of a wonder-working
God. If those who are workers together
with Him will do their duty bravely and
faithfully, God will convert men who oe-
cupy responsible places, men of intellect
and influence.—Ministry of Healing, p.
216.

“Thousands upon thousands, and ten
thousand times ten thousand angels are
waiting o co-operate with members
of our churches in communicating the
light that God has generously given, that
a people may be prepared for the coming
of Christ,” Why do we kesp the angels
waiting?

A Bitt INSTRUCTOR WITH THE
VoicE oF PROPHECY.

A Unique Method of Literature
Distribution

Ix Brookfield, Illinois, where the In-
ternational Branch of the Pacific Press
is located, the population consista largely
of a mixture of foreigners—3candina-
vians, Germans, Czechs, Slovakians, Bo-
hemiang, Italians, Greeke; amd on the
newsstands will be found daily newspa-
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pers and magazines in these different
languages. This shows that the people
prefer to read the news in the languapge
which they use and understand best.

Mrs. J. B. Penner, the wife of the ed-
dtor of our German papers published in
Brookfield, felt a bhurden for the German
people in that town and gearched for a
way to reach them with our German
Signs (Zeichen der Ze¢if)., Bhe was not
well enough acquajnied with the town to
know where the Germans were living, for
they were widely seattered, but one day
Sister Penner went to the news dealer
and asked whether he cculd tell her how
to find the German families in and out-
side of the town.

The owner of the newsstand is ome of
the oldest residents in Brockfield and
‘knows the territory well, When hs asked
why she wanted information about the
German families in particular, Sister
Penner t0ld him that she desired te place
Zeichen der Zelt with every German
reader, The mnews dealer suggested the
papers be breunght every Saturday night,
and he would put Zeichen der Zett into
every Sunday paper and deliver it o the
homes of these who ordered the Sunday
paper. Others who get their papers in
the store would receilve if the same way,
namely, enclosed in thely Sunday paper.
All she needed to de was to deliver to the
store thirty-five copies of Zeichen der
Zeit for the regular German readers.

This work has now been carried on for -

geveral months, and results are being
seen. People have expressed their appre-
ciation for this extra Sunday gift re-
ceived with their mewspaper. Not one
has complained or asked to have it dis-
eontinued. Some inquired as to how they
could get in touch with the editor of this
fine paper, Ome German Lutheran pas-
tor made such inquiry. The news dealer
tolls the people that the editor of Zeichen
der Zeit usually calls for his daily paper
about two o’clock in the afternoon., So
some of these people planned to call for
their paper at the same time, and Elder
Penner was introduced to them.

In this way Eider Penner became ac-
quainted with a mumber of fine German
people who invited him to their homes.
Whenever time permits, Elder and Mrs.
Penner gladly accept such invitations,
taking with them their Bible and & musi-
cal saw. The conversations on Bibilcal
subjects and current events are very in-
teresting. The other day on his way to
his office Brother Penner passed a home
in which they had made their fivet visit.
The 1ady stood on the street and started
a conversation with him about the paper.

' reading Zeichen der Zeit.
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She said that they very much enjoyed
“You geem to
be striet believers in the Bible,” she said,

.and added, “This was at one time frue in

the Methodist church to which we omce
belonged, but they are not so striet and
faithful any more; they have left the
truth and the shmple and straight way
of the gospel.” She asked Elder Penner
whether his sermons are in the German
language, and he told her that German
services are conducted in his ehurch in
Chicago, and that the services ave held
on Saturdays. She then suggested that
it would be a nice thing if they could
start " a Germany company or church
right in Brockfield. He promised that
he would find put how many of the fami-
lias were interested in the organization
of a clags for Bible study and in cottage
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meetings, Elder Penner is now working
on a plan to follow up the interest that
was created by this new method of lit-
erature distribution among the German
people of Brookfield and is arranging for
Bible studies in the homes.

The other day C. B. Burgess, secretary
of the Tlinois Book amd Bible House,
told Brother Penner that bhis German
landlady, who is getting Zeicken der Zeit
with the newspaper, expressed her high
regard and appreciation fer our paper,
and gave Lim her subseriptiom for ome
year. We would suggest that our believ-
ers everywhere try new methods in fheir
literature ministry for the many foreign-
ers in thejr neighborhood.

B. L. GrunpseT, Manager,
Iaternational Branch,
Pacific Press Publishing Association.

Church Missionary Officers’ Round Table
An Exchange of Experiences, Problems, Suggestions

All Church Missionary Leaders and Sccretaries Are Invited to Contribute
to This Exchange

The Missionary Committee

Question.——What 18 the missionary com-
mittee ¥

Answer.—The ehurch board.

Question.——What is the purpose of this
committes §

Answer—Tts funetion is to lay plans
for the chuych ir missionary activity.

Question—What are some of these
plans? A

Answer—The instruction of the Spirit
of prophecy is, “In our churches let com-
panies be formed for serviee.”—Chris-
tian Serviee, p 72 Therefore it is the
duty of the missicnary committee to ar-
range for the formation of such com-
panies and assign work for them to do.

Question.—Are these plans to be
adapted to all?

Answer—Yes. The service bands are
broad encugh to include all, both young
and old. The Misgionary Volunteers ean
participate in literature distribution
through Sunghine Bands, Junior Doreas
activities, and to seme extent in Lay
Preaching and Bible work.,

Question.—What portion of the year
does the misgionary commitbee function?

Answer—This committee meets once &
menth all through the year to divect the
migsicnary activities of the entire church.
At the beginning of the year, plans
should be laid for the circulation of the
Liberty magazine, the Signs of the
Times, Our Times, and all missionary lit-

erature. Dhring the early part of the
year, definite organization should be de-
veloped for a quick and swecessful Tn-
gathering campaign, That, being over
early, should leave the last half of the
yvear for direct soul-winning efforts, cli-
maxing in the Rewview campaign at the
end of the year, and an experience and
praise meeting, thanking God for the
blessings of the year amd for the souls
added to the church, J. O. MagsH.

Why Report?

1. OAECK oN SILF

We need to look at how we are spend.
ing what we have of time, talent,
strength, and money,- (Bee Christ’'s Ob-
ject Lessons, pp. 325-365.)

2. DIRECTIVE FOE LEADERS

Tt is as reasomable to dispense with
leadership as to dispense with reporting,
It is only as leaders receive reports that
they know where to give assistance, (See
Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 221.)

3. ENCOURAGEMENT To OTHIRS

Knowing what others have dome and
are doing, prompts us to action and re-
duces our exeuses, (Ileb. 10:24,)

4. JusTiIry OUurR EXISTENCE

Our work would have been closed in
many places had we been unable to prove
by statistics (reports) the good work be-
ing carried on amomng the people. (See
Counsels on Health, p. 506.)
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Won From Socialism

THE following is the story of a young
woman, who through the reading of our
literature, was converted from socialism.

A few years ago Eileen’s relatives ac-
cepted the message, but Eilgen opposed
them. and even ridieuled them sometimes,
as she thought socialism offered the an-
swer to the world’s need as well 28 to her
own,

The trouhle was that Eileen wag preju-
diced against religion, so much so that
she consgidered that church people in gen-
eral ‘were hypocrites, and Adventist
teachings too hard for the average per-
son to live up to, She had hecome con-
vinced a few years before that the
churches were not teaching all of the
Bible, and that the majority of the people
were not living up to the litile that was
taught. Efleen had thought she would
like to be a real Christian, not just a
churchgoer; but from her reading of tho
Bible it scomed too hard; and she didn’
learn how to bhe a Chrigtian from the
¢hurch, though she went to Sunday school
and later on to service on Sunday morn-
mng.

So she turned in disappointment from
the church and decided to live as good a
lifs as she knew how without geing to
church, and to have & good time, too,
From time to time she heard sociglism
disenssed by her brothers. She thought
about it and decided it was just what
everyone needed. She joined a Workérs’
Sports Club, where she met some very en-
thusiastic young communists, with some
of whom ghe played tennis. This led to
her attending some of their soclals and
a ¢lub for amusement, and becoming firm
frisnds with some of the youmg peopls,
although she did not hold with all their
views.

But as the years slipped by and she oe-
casionally read an article in the Signs, or
a tract if it was near by, her prejudice
against religion was slowly broken down,
One day one of her worldly friends sur-
prised her by calling her a Seventh-day
Adventist, which suddenly made Dileen
realize that her thoughiy on religion muat
be inelining that way. Then she had &
geries of disappointmenis. Her eyes be-
gan to trouble her, and through that she
loat her position; on top of it all two of
her friends proved to be failures. All
this made her think that perhaps there

might be some help and comfort in re-
ligion. She then decided to study and
find out whether the Seventh-day Advent-
ist teachings were all true. However, she
was atill so prejudiced against Advent-
ists that she declined all offers of books
to read or invitations to rhissions, It was
rather humorous that a kind friend had
leni her relatives Bible Beadings, which
Fileen studied with her gible, not know-
ing that she was uvsing a Seventh-day Ad-
ventist book! Just as soon as she could
in the evening, Eileen would start study-
ing, and sometimes continve for hours as
she became interested. This went on for
some time. Finally she became convinced
of the Sabbath and decided to step out
and follow the truth.

Today she is rejoicing in it and desires
to lead others to the Savicur. She has
found that there is joy in serving Him,
that Jesus can taske away the desire for
worldly pleasures, and there is much hap-
piness to be found in Christian fellow-
ship and in the simple things of life.—
Australasian Record.

wWoow
The Village Dancers Invited

FroM the Congo, where our lay work-
ers, with some of the Missionary Volun-
teers, used o visit a village, comes this
experience:

They held mestings every Sabbath
afterncon and sang to the people. A
large number sattended. The village
daneer and his two companions, who de-
psnded for their feod on cash received
for dancing, could not attract attention,
ag they found that the people were not in
their huts. Therefores, secing the large
crowd gathered under the {ree, the man
decided that would be an ideal plage for
him $o perform and get some meney.

Upon his arrival he began to beat his

drum to draw the attention of the peo-

ple. One of our members had to go out
and stop him, explaining that the gath-
ering was a religious ome. Some thought
they should drive tlze dancers away, but
others suggested that they be allowed to
eome in and Hsten,

The dancers could not quite under-
stand the nature of these meetings and
agked that a little time be given to them
for their performance. Again explana-
tion had to be made, and they were told
that dameing is of the devil, but it they
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would sit down and listen they would
learn of the true God. The dancers lis-
tened and were somewhat interested, but
how could they give up the trade which
their forefathers praecticed? Iow could
they live, and how or where could they
make a living? But our workers soon ex-
plained to them that God would care and
provide. It was notlong until this dancer
and his two companions came to a knowl-
edge of the true God, and when the meet-
ings closed, they cast away their droms
and charms and costumes, and surrem-
dered to God, to work for Him and to be
prepared for His coming. How glad our
brethren wete that they invited these
people to listen to the gospel instead of
sending them away lest they disturb the
meeting. It is the Christian’s privilege
to invite all to “come” and partalke of
the gospel fruit “without money and
without price.” 4, M., HNATYRHYN.

- ]
Voice of Prophecy Experiences in

South Africa

Oxe of omr church home missionary
workers in Johanneshurg passed out
gome advertising of the Voice of Proph-
ecy on the strest one Sabbath afternoon.
One of these tracty fell into the hands of
2 young woman who took it home to her
mother. This mother was a backslidden
Seventh-day Adventist, and had been
away from the church for some years.
8he sent for the Voice of Prophecy Bible
lessons, not knowing from whom they
came. As she studied through the mes-
gage again, she seon found that the les-
sons taught the same {ruths which she at
one time dearly loved. When she vre-
studisd the Sabbath question again, she
quietly in her owm home gave her heart
fully to God, and wrote us of her de-
cision, saying that opposition in fthe home
had caused her to stop keeping the Sab-
bath before, but now such peace had
come o her heart since she had made a
new covenant with God that she would
willingly face the opposition hereafter
and he faithful to the Lord. Within a
few months she was baptized again, and
has since proved to be a strong member
and chureh worker.

A few months ago a woman who had
recently lost her hughand, and was left
with a young son to rear, was walking
along the street of ome of our large
cities, utterly discouraged with life and
with the ehurch (Catholic). S8he said
that since the money had failed to come
into the chureh after ber hushand’s
death, the church had but little use for
her. On the street she picked up a Voiee-
of Prephecy tract, or Bible lesson. In
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her first letter- to us, asking for the full
set of lessons, she said, “Your little tract
just talks to me, and [ know you have

help for me, for I want to find Jesus as

wmy personal Saviour.” We sent her the
lessons and a Bible, since she wrote that
she had none. We have rejoiced in the
progress she has made as she has studied
the lessons. Last weok she wrote: “Some-
thing has happened to me sinee I began
to stady your Bible lessoms. I have no
more desire for the pleagures of this old
world: they seem like scap bubbles to
me. I have found Jesug as my Saviour,
and, oh! how I love Jesus, for I lknow
He has forgiven my sing and saved me.
I have burnmed the bridges behind me,
and will mever return to the Catholie
Church. T thank the Voice of Propheey
for helping me to find the true light.
God bless you all for your wonderful
work.”

e ooy
Office Worker Lost Years of

Witnessing

Dr. Coavsk ¥, FoTHERGILL, in his re-
cent book 4 Doctor in Mony Countries,
relates the incident of a man in a Lon-
- don office who said: “I have been in that
office for seven years with thirty other
men, and not a single one knows that I
am a Christian. I have heard all kinds
of smutty stories and have known all
kinds of things going on which were any-
thing but right, bnt nover once by word

or attitude have I shown any disap- -

proval; in faet, T have heen an out-and-
out eoward” These meetings [then in
progress] have spoken o me in such a
way that I feel absolutely ashamed of
myself for my past life and eonduet; but
now, God helping me, things are gong
to be quite different. I will go back Yo
the office and let the other men know on
whose gide T stand,”

The mnext merning, before an hour
passed in the office, a smutly story was
told, and they had a great shock when
this man, for the firgt time in their
knowledge, spoke out plainly.

They bhantered him and he became la-
beled, but he bore his testbmony. A lit-
tle later one of the men invited him to
lunch and eonfessed: I have been a
coward for years past. [ am a Christian
but have been too mueh ashamed to wit-
ness. From now on there will be at least
two of us.” The enbire atmosphere of
that office was changed.

Those lost yoars eanmot be recalled,
and the fruit which might have resulted
from a bright testimeny during those
years is lost, but it is encouraging to
realize that the Lord will graciously re-
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move fear and cowardice by IHis Spirit
and Word after years of silemee on one’s
part,

A Christian should constantly remind
himself of the Lord’s statement: “Ye
ghall be witnesses unto Me.” Acts 1:8.

We all need the exhortation: “Be mnot
thou therefore ashamed of the testimony
of our Lord . . ., : but be thou partaker
of the affiictions of the gospel according
to the power of God; who hath saved us,
and ealled us with an holy ecalling, not
according to our works, but according to
His own purpose and grace, which was
given us in Christ Jesus.” 2 Tim, 1:8, 9.
—Relected.

wooow
¥rom the Kennel to the Pulpit

Though valy & boy, and not too promis-
ing in appearance, yet he kept on coming
to our SBabbath school at Tuzpam, Mex-
ieo. Pastor B. Arroyn tells the story of
this lad of some twelve to fourteen years.
He was bronzed by the tropical sunm, as
are 2ll the boys who love to go down the

“yiver to the playa and to the near-by bay

and guif,

However, this lad did not have clear
gailing in his desire to come to our Sab-
bath school. The parénts, who were of
another rveligion, sharply reproved the
hoy and finally forbade his attending our
gervices; but in some way he continued
to eome in spite of the severe chast:se
ment he received.

At last, as his pavents saw thak he was
determined fto attend, they tried other
measures to punish the boy and break up
hig desire for our meetings. When he re-

How Answered?
My friend, are you telling the message of
love

Tg your neighbors and friends every day?

Would you care if someone, on the great
judgment morn,

Would turn to yon and these WOrds saYy:

“Why did you not tell me of Jesusg—

His coming, His message, Hig power?

So often we met, but yon seemed to forget

To tell me the tluth that you knew.

Gladly would I have followed the tht of
God’s Word

I# you had shown me the way,

And obeved the Sabbath commandment

Flad I known of the change of the day.”

My friend, if you fail now to give,
Their blood He'li require at your hand
Unleas you go forward with God's Spirit to

uide
Doing the best that you can.
Go quickly, and tell the message :
His coming, Hig Sahbath, His eternal home.
Iiveryone tfl::lat you meet, never fail now to
gree
And tell him the truth that you know.
et us fg‘i (tlulckly and proclaim the wonder

1LY ruth

Through our books, our tracts, and our
veR s .

That ng gsoul may he lost on the glorious

ay
When Jesus comes to gather His own.
—IALLIAN MIDDLETON.
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turned home one evening after attending
our meeting, he kuocked, but no ome
opeved the door. He was left in the
street. He then thought of his friend,
the family dog; he erawled into the ken-
nel with his one sure friend, and there
slept.

No doubt this zeal for the fruth hag
made him a firm worker in this message,
for he afterward attended our scheol,
and is now a regular worker.

C. B. Moow.

W
Soul Winning in Old Mexico

Am Tlachapa, Mexico, our brethren
were very mueh concerned over the atti-
tude of the church at that place in acens-
ing our brethren of being responsible for
the continued drought that was afflicting
the entire countryside,

Finally the bishop said that either he
or the Adventists would have to leave
town, and he gave out a notice of fifteen
days of continued prayer for rain. Our
people did not feel safe on the streets at
any time during this period, since armed
bands of men were threateming their ex-
pulsion. They gent for Brother Leon, one

of our workers, and began to pray and

soble the Lod.

The fifteen days, in which these people
prayed for rain and carried the patron
saint about with chanting and prayers,
ended. The hrethren waited until the
close of this time, then they bhegan to
pray for rain. The people of the town
stood in the doors and windows of our
chureh and heard our believers praying
for rain. The word then went out that
the Adventists were praying for rain.
That same night dark clouds came over,
and there was an abundance of rain for
all,

All opposition ceased, and there is now
much interest in our message in Tla-
chapa.

W

Just to Be Nothing for Christ

Out in the Sierra Madre Mountaing the -
wife of a rancher accepted the message
and hecame an ardent student of the
Bible. Her husband was very much op-
posed to her religious convietions and at
times gave vent to his feelings in an un-
favorahle way.

Finally he told his wife his decision.
“If you continue to follow that religion,”
he said, “you will not be my wife any
more. I will make you a shepherdess to
keep the sheep and stock.”

She answered: “If you will let me read
my Bible, I will then agree to become a
shepherdess for you.”
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He agreed, and this sister was willing
to take the lonely task of caring for the
animals as & humble shepherdess in order
to have the liberty to read her Bible and
pray to her (God.

Surely with such faith the words of
Joel will come to pass. “TFear not, O
land; be glad and rejolee: for the Lord
will do great things.” Joel 2:21.

Scattering the Gospel Seed

Me, and Mrs. R. M. Lounsberry, of
Oakford, Illinois, bave a mail-order nur-
sery business, They print thousands of
beautiful catalogues of perennials, rock
plants, wild flowers, ferns, and other
things, and send these out all over the
Tnited States.

One Sabbath afternoon last fall, while
they were reading of the various ways
that other people were scattering tracts,
the statement that our literature should
be seattered like the leaves of autumn
ecame to their minds. Therefore they de-
termined to use their mail-order business
as an aid in scattering literature. They
ordered a supply of the tract, “An Hour
With Your Bible,” and enclosed one with
each catalogue that was sent out. With
the spring catalogue of 1846 some 13,000
of the tracts accompanied the beantifully
printed catalogues, This will reach the
figure of 18,000 before the end of the
year, .

The responses they have received are
interesting, indeed, and come from widely
seattered places throughout the nation.

From California a woman writes: “I
was glad to ses the Voice of Prophecy
sticker on the card you sent. I have been
a member of the Adventist church sinee
1913,

A woman writes from New Orleans,
Louigiana: “Many thanks for the Little
book, ‘An Flour With Your Bible’ Yes,
I am a Christian, thank God.”

From Warren, Ohio: “Let me say be-
fore I put in my order for wild flowers
that I do appreciate the tiny Bible fold-
ers gent along with your ecatalogue. I
wish every firm of every kind could be
conseious of sueh influence and work for
souls. Our world would be a mueh nicer
place to live in.”

A woman writes from Fort Wayne, In-
diang: “Never before have I found en-
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elosed a Bible suggestion. Thiz leaflet,
‘An Hour With Your Bible, gives us a
bond in common. It is pleasant, indeed,
to deal with folk who recognize that the
foundation of all things should be our
Biple. Thank you for the leaflet.”
From Bridgeport, Connecticut, comes a
letter: “Thank you for ‘An Honr With
Your Bible’ It eertainly makes us feel
good to see them, and also a bit ashamed
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that we are not doing more along this
line ourselves,”

And so this good family is spreading
the influences that tend to bring people
nearer to God, Would that every Ad-
ventist businessman would definitely use
his business to hring other souls nearer
to Christ. How much mere rapidly the
meggage would cover the earth!

HENEY F. Brown,
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A Shorthand Novice Seeks

Practice *

THE latter part of my ¢hildhood and
early days of youth were spent in one of
those ecentury-old, quaint ecities on the
beautiful and fertile east coast of Jut-
land, Denmark, The eity is located where
the only river of Demmark of any note
flows into one of the many fiords which
streteh their water arms far inland and
along whose bhanks fertile farm land, ex-
quigite gardens, and lovely forests com-
bine to make a piecture cut out of one of
Hans Christian Andersen’s fairy tales.

Boating, fishing, and swimming are a
boy’s natural desires. They were mine in
abundanee in a perfeet combination in
those years. The gkating in the winter
could be enjoyed under almost perfeet
conditions. Majestic sailing vessels, ths
swang of the sea, filled the harbor, un-
loading their cargo of timber eunt in Nor-
wegian and Finunish forests, Swedish
iron ore, German merchandise, French
and Portuguese wines, Spanish and Ital-
ian golden oranges in scasom, together
with fruit-laden schooners from the gar-
den isle of Denmark, seenied the air with
the fragrance of orange groves and apple
orchards.

Scehool life was not a hardship in sueh
an ideal place, Altogether too soon my
high school years were ended, and I ap-
plied for my first job as an assistant in
the office of the chief of police and was
aceepted. It was while pursuing special
overing studies at a techmical sehool that
T saw some unreadable signs on a pisce
of paper which created a desire within
me to be able to decipher thelr meaning.
I consequently made arrangement with

*(The experience of Elder Steen Ras-
mussen, who at the ttme of his death in
1941, was seeretary of the General Con-
ference Home Missionary Department.
This account of personal ewperience was
found in his desk in Ms own hondwrit-
ng.)

an army officer for private lessons in a
course in shorthaud based on a system
adaptable to four or five langnages.

A knowledge of shorthand was not a
requirement in the position I held; yet I
felt impressed to eombine the study and
practice of the system after the close of
the gcourse, While I was pursuing these
studies and improving and increasing my
speed, one of the most successful Sev-
enth-day Adventist evangelists of Sean-
dinavia, Elder J. C. Raft, came to the
eity to conduet a series of meetings.
While praeticing shorthand by going to
political, edueational, and other leetures,
I coneluded that it might be helpful to
add some praetice along lines of religion
and theology.

The pleasant, clear, distimet dietion
and logical presentation of the subjects
by the speaker were ideal to a shorthand
novice writing about 150 to 180 words
a minute. From being a mere searcher
for shorthand practice I soon hecame an
ardent inguirer after truth, and thus be-
ecame acquainted with and aceepted this
glorious message.

Observance of the Sabbath could not
be fitted into the responsibilities I ear-
ried, go I had to abandon cherished plans
for continuing my work with the police
department and making & eareer im that
field. But no sooner had the decision
boen taken to obey and follow the Mas-
ter’s command than God opened the way
for employment in His cause. The med-
ical superintendent of the Skodsborg
Banitarium, our largest medical instita-
tion in the world, needed a stenographer,
Immediately I saw God’s providence in
what had taken place when I became im-
pressed to study a shorthand system. For
nearly five years I served Dr. Carl Hare
in the eapacity of his secretary and as-
sistant on the Scandinavian health jour-
nal. It was later my privilege to ecarry
various respongibilities in the cause of
God, in both the Old and the New World,
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Weekly Church Missionary Services
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December 7

BEVANGEIAZING THE NEIGHBOR-
HOOD OF YOUR CHURCH

Key Thought for Leaders: “Visit your
neighbors in o friendly way, and become
acquainted with them. . . . Go lo your
neighbors one by one, and come close to
them till their hearts are warmed by your
wnselfish interest and love. Sympathize
with them, pray for them, waick for op-
portunities to do them good, arnd as you
can, gather a few together and open the
Word of God to their darkened minds”
~—Christian Serviee, pp. 118, 116,

When the young lawyer came to Jesus
and asked, “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus
answered by a parable illustration, in
which He referred to an unfortunate Jew
who had been robbed, beaten, and left
dying by the wayside at the hands of his
own countrymen, and the service ren-
dered by a kindly Samaritan, Then
Jesus asked the young man, “Which now
of these three, thinkest thou, was neigh-
bor unto him that fell among the
thieves?’ The lawyer replied, “Ie that
shewed merey on him.” The losson which
Jesus taught was eleay and plain, and it
has very impressive meaning to us today.

You and T have a very definite duty to
make the third ange¥s message known in
the neighberhood where the Seventh-day
Adventist chureh is located. There are
many peeple Iiving within the shadow of
our churches who are honest in heart and
are gesking for light. Close to the back
of one of our churches lived such a per-
son. Ome of the sisters in the chureh felt
impressed that she ought to eall at every
house in the neighborhood of the elmreh,
She was a timid soul, but she took a
bundle of traects and started ont. Iear-
ful that she mighi be seen by the oceu-
pants of the houses, she quietly slipped a
tract under each door. The woman Hv-
ing in the house right behind the church
read the literature eagerly., She was
seeking for light, and soon she stepped
into the ehurch to attend sevviees. She
continued to come to the ehurch, and one
Sabbath when a call was made to sur-
rendor, she gave hor heart to the Lord
and accopted all points of truth. To this
day she is a faithfnl chureh member. In
many church neighborhoods there are
just such peeple. Shall we not go and
find them befers the door of merey is
closed? T L, OsWaLD,

December 14

EVANGHELIZING THE NEIGHBOR-
HOOD WHERE YOU LIVE

Key Thought for Leaders: “Many are

waiting to be personclly addressed. In

the wery family, the neighborhood, the
town where we Hue, there 18 work for us
to do as missionaries for Christ. If we
are Christians, this work will be our de-
Hght.—The Desive of Ages, p. 141,

Two sisters who. disliked going back

over the same territory with literature
each week decided to labor in a distant
seetion where they had not been assigned.
Though they worked hard, the returns
were small. Omne Sabbath the ‘pastor men-
tioned in his sermon the failure of the
diseiples to eatch fish because they had
cast their nets on the wrong side; but
when they followed the instruetion of
Jesus, to cast thelr nets on the right side
of the beat, they found their nets filled
in a very short time, and right in the
very same spot where they had tolled all
night and caught nothing.

A week later the two sisters, who had
run gway from their own neighborhood
to do missionary work, jeyfully related
to the church their unusual experiences.
Among their friendly neighbors they
were kindly received and the literature
accepted. One of the neighbors hecame
very much interested, and in due time
was baptized.' Which all points to the
importanee of Beeping steadily at work
in the same neighborhoed territory wesek
after week. It pays to cast the net on
the right side in the very spot where you
are. J. E. yWARDS.

December 21

MISSIONARY EXPERIENCHS
"Key Thought for Leaders: “To be a
co-worker with Christ and the heavenly
angels in the great plan of salvation!
What work can Hear any comparison
with this! From every soul saved, there

comes to God o revenue of glory, fo be’

reflected upon the one saved, and also
upon The one Wmstrumental in his salva-
tion,”—T estimondes, vol, 2, p. 232.

There are many avenues of service
open to the willing werker.” One of our
sisters gpent two days in a little logging
town, engaged in Ingathering work.
Here she came in contact with a mother
and her two daughters. The mother,
while living in California, had ackepted
the truth, and was eager to have her
daughters share irn the blessings she
had reesived. Our faithful Ingathering
worker recognized an opportunity to be-
gin seed sowing in the community, and

began by holding meetings for the chil-’

dren in the village, and later organized
a branch Sabbath seheol. But as winter
came on, she was upable to continue the
work, as it involved considerable driving
ever very rough roads. But a brother
and his wife in the church where the In-
gathering worker belonged, learned eof
the situation and decided that they weuld
take the responsibility of ecarrying on
the branch Sabbath school.
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_. It was not long until this brother and
his wife came in contact with a young
man living in the village, who might be
fermed an ex-Beventh-day Adventist. He
had become careless and indifferent, but
the death of an aunt had caused him to
think seriously about his spiritual condi-
tion. Hiz wife had no knowledge of the
truths held by Seventh-day Adventists,
but when the couple were invited to at-
tend the Sabbath school they accepted.
It was net long until ihe husband was
haptized, and became the superintendent
of the Sabbath school. The wife has also
been baptized. At the time of my last
vigit to this place there were twenty
adults and fourteen children present at
the Sabbath scheol, Just what the out-
come will be we canmot tell, but the
Spirit of God is working, and on gvery
hand there are opportunities for reaping
a harvest of souls, D. N. EEINER.

December 28

REVIEW OF 1946 SOUL-WINNING
EXPERIENCES

Key Thought for Leaders: “The good
seed may for o time lie unnoticed n a
cold, selfish, worldly heart, giving no evi-
dence that % has taken root; bul after-
ward, as the Spirit of God breathes on
the soul, The hidden seed springs up, and
at last bears fruit to the glory of God.
In our lifework we know nol which shall
prosper, this or that, This is not a ques-
tton for us to settle. We are to do our
work, and leave the results with God.'—
Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 65.

We hawve come to the close of 5 most
eventful year in human history. Never
were the indications that the end of all
things is at hand more clearly seen or
more generally recognized by world lead-
erg. Om every hand we sse the aetual ful-
fillment of the predictions pointing to
the return of our Saviour, and to the “it-
tle flock” whe have heen walking by faith
on the “highway cast up above the world”
leading to the eternal city, faith gives
way to sight, and joy and confidence un-
speakable fill the heart. We are truly
“pearing home.”

Tho mearer we are to the close of
earth’s history the greater becomes our
individual responsibility to reseme the
perishing. Have we doze all that we
might have done? Tt is a serious reflec-
tiomn, and perhaps none ean answer in the
afirmative. Many blessed experiences
have come to us, God has uwsed every
talent consecrated for His service, and
we have the assurance that He “will
never let the faithful performance of
duty go umrewarded,” Let wus praise
Him today for His truth, for the salva-
tion of loved omes, and for the experi-
ences which have come to us. But let us
resolve to be more diligent and faithful
in the little time that Yemains, never
tiring, never ceasing in our efforts to win
souls for the Master, )

Some, yea, many, may not have geen
the answer to their prayers in behalf of
loved ones unsaved. Do not be digecour-
aged; do mnet give up. Hold on to the
promise without wavering. Miracles in
transformed lives are apparemt every-
where. Ouoly do not lose heart, Keep on
praying, working, helieving.
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A Suggestive Apgenda for Guidance
in Monthly Church Board
Meetings

(In preparing this agenda, we keep in
mind that eertain phases of work have
specifie times of promotion, whereas oth-
ers may be planned for when advisable.)

1. Provision for warious classes of in-
struction.

a. Bible training,

The selection of a good teacher to
conduet the Bible Traiming Olass,
This teacher should mot only teach
but inspire the members of the elass
and lead them into active service.

b. Home nursing.

The seloction of a nurse or some
other qualified peyson to teach and
frain the clasg in home nurging and
medieal missionary work,

e. Literature Band.

Choice of a wise and missionary-
spirited leader for the literatuve
band who will keep up to dats on
new missionary literature and see
that proper persons are supplied.

d. Class, band leaders’ meetings,

Provision for a definite time when
the missionary leader may meet all
missionary band leaders at least
once a month,

6. Clags band groups.

Designation of a time when every
band leader may meet his group at
least twice a month (better every
week) to plan missionary promo-
tion duties.

2. Encowrage lay-preacher evanmgelism.
The church board, in eounsel with
the pastor or distriet superintendent,
should give careful study and prayer
to the seleetion of men and women
who give promise of ability along this
line, or might be able to conduet eot-
tage mestings and hold public efforts.
Those selected should be called to-
gether by the board for prayer and
counsel and encouraged to begin the
work.

3. Organize for working the wnenfered
territory.
Carefully study the missionary terri-
tory of the ehurch, seeing that definite
plans are laid to have it thaoroughly
worked, Where there is unentered ter-
ritory, organize for systematic work
with liferature followed by Bible
studies and lay preaching.

4,

&

Doreas Sceiety Benevolent Service.
If there is mo Dercas organization
within the chureh, this work shonld be
enecouraged and proper leadership
chosen.

. Literature promotion.

The chureh board has a responsibility
to see that broad plans are developed
for the Signs campaign and other lit-
erature promotion, Tho Sabbath hour
devoted to these campaigns should
tave full support. W, A, BUTLER.

December, 1946

Notes to Leaders
(Continued from page 17)
and wisdom to rally the members of your
churell to enter upon 1947 with eonse-
crated zeal and determination to measure
up to the glorious opportmuities in this
closing period of time. Truly, it is a
great day in which to be alive and fo be
counted among those whe are permitted
to have a part in the finishing of the
task assigned to the remnant ehurceh,
GENERAL CONFERENCE
Howe MI1ssToNARY DEPARTMENT.
W
“To.he a eo-worker with Christ and the
heavenly angels in the great plan of sal-

vation! What work ean boar any com-
parison with this!»—Vol. 2, p. 832,

GREETINGS!

nity.

GREETINGS!

Er's a long, long trall of service
Leading back throngh this old year,

And it's brightened by the scenes
That memories endear ;

CHURCH MISSIONARY OFFICERS:

It’s lined with golden miestones
Showling times without an end
That it’s been a joy and privilege
To have worked with you, my friend.

We are nearing the close of 1946, As you lecok back over
the year you may rejoice in the missionary accomplishments of
your church, remembering that no work for God is in vain, for we
areg assured that His Word shall not return unte Him woid.

Your deep interest in soul winning has been reflected by
the missionary activities of your church during the year. As a
tissionary officer, you have carefully studied the best methods
of reaching the hearts of neighbors and friénds in your commu-

Earnestly these plans have been presented to the members,
"and they have willingly co-operated by distributing literature,

presenting the truth through Biple studies, inviting friends

to gospel services, engaging in Dorcas activities, conducting
lay evangelistic efforts, giving treatments to the sieck, in-
troducing the Bible Correspondence Course, and witnessing
through their daily life and ¢onduct. Many people are today
rejoicing in the message of truth because of the self-sacrific-
ing service of church officers and church members.

During the coming year may the Lord abundantly bless you,
bring joy into your heart as you recall this year's progress,
and within the c¢cirecle of your family bring peace of heart and
the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit.

We express our sincers appreciation of your untiring serv-
ice in missionary leadership, and pray that God may grant us a
HAPPY ETERNITY TOGETHER.

Cordially yours,

December, 1946

Secretaries, General Conference

Home Missionary Department.
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Family Recreatiénal eame to him when his {een-age son asked sanity and spiritval health? I pro-

Reading
The Choice of Books

Avn books are seeds, They strike their roots
: tar {own,

Tiey suck the soil of nutriment, They grow
Upward and outward in the rain and sun,
Theirs the

Bxpanding and aggressive.

eqr
And theirs the air and theirs the space be-

weel,

Tiil alf the garden, all the lawn and fleld,
The foregi and ihe mountain and the vale,
Are added to the kingdom of the geeds,
Are their expregsion, their embodiment.

Betfore you read a book and male 11 yours,

Bethink you of the parable of seeds:

You are the book’s morce than the book is
yours,

Noi openty, but inwardly its roots

Will pieree and thrive. Preparing in the

darit, -
Someday lzits palid shool will break the
mao.
Someday the bogk will show itself abroad
And malke a garden of your faee, your hands,
Your tongue and eyes, the very life you Hve.
For all ithe elements conspire with books,
To maifje them grow ; you cannol keep them
own,

Some seeds are good, but gome are_poisgnous,

Some books are apple seeds, and some are
Lrapes ;

Some grow to hickovies and some to oaks,

And gome to roses glovious in the sun.

But others bear within their tiny bali

A nightshade or cactus, poison oak

Or poison ivy, or that fatal growth,

The amnanita. ITeed the planting well,

Tor death Is farmed as eagily as life.

Ah, the bright potencies that dweii in books!
Ah, the pestiferous potency of Dbooks!

A library may be a paradise

Of heallth and beatiy and refreahlng might;
A dibrary may be a fetid swamp

With dank materiai vapors overbung,

The silmy home of vipers and of death,
Books are not good; yes, and they are not

Good bhooks are God’s most Llessed gift to

man ;
Bad bogks are Batan’s most acenrsed snare,
—AMos K. WELLS.

Notes to Leaders

Tt would hardly be possible to find a
topiec for discussion at a Home and
School meeting that has moro potentiali-
ties or far-reaching results. Not he-
canse there is a dearth of liferature to-
day but rather, the overwhelming volume
of hooks available makes it necessary
that eareful study be given to the mental
diet of tho family,

Tn the preface of his I Lowve Books,
John D. Snidér tells us that “twenty-
seven per cent of the homes in America
have fewer than fifty hooks, and eighty
per cent of them ‘have fewer than two
hundred books,” while in many of the
homes having books they merely serve as
ornaments,

This Home and School program can be
the means of making each parent under-
stand what can be done in a pesitive way
to provide pleasure for the family, as
well as helping the family to grow. Re-
cently a friend told me of the joy that

'

that he might have a set of the Confliet
Series for his very own. This desire had
grown out of the reading of these books
at the evening worship hour. A few of
our friends have shared their reading
experiences as an incentive for others.
With the awakening of this interest im
reading, the volume I Love Books will he
found an exccllent guide.

Then let us not be content with only a
hasty reading of a verse of Seripture, or
even studying the Sabbath school lesson,
but let uy ponder the instruetion which
the messenger of the Lord has given us
concerning the “home reading circle,”
and then examine ourselves to see what
needs to be done in our own homes.

FrosencE K, REBOK.

A Pattern for Reading

BY H. M, TIPPETT

NE of the most disorganized fam-
O ilies I ever knew ate their meals

without menu o¢r planning. At
mealtime, which might be any hour of
the day, I have seen one child eating
beans out of a can with a spoon, another
eating a leftover salad with a fork, while
yet another might be chewing on the heel
of a loaf of bread which he had smeared
with peanut butter. One does not need
the authority of Emily Post to make ade-
guate comment on the social implieations
of such a procedure.

But there are thousands of families
which do their reading in jusl such a dis-
organized manner. No one disputes the
pleasure afforded in the eating of an in-
divideal snack when one is hungry, but
many families do all their reading on
that plan, browsing at ‘will upon news-
paper, magagine, or book without pur-

- posge or design, They choose their read-

ing as they do their radio programs,
flipping the dial in a sort of gambling
hope that they will find something to en-
gage their intorest. While it is irue that
oceasionally such a course turns up a
vein of thought dr strikes a new path of
pleasure, most of such purposeless read-
ing ends with a yawn or a sigh.

In this day of conscious care in the
matter of bhalanced meals, no intelligent
family will flout the counscl of diet ex-
perts if they desire the physical efficieney
of abundant health. Why, then, are we
80 careless in the matter of a balanced
program of reading that will preserve

pounded the query one time to a young
mother as to why the public paid so much
to professional men to maintain its phys-
ical well-being but ignored its respomsi-
bility in giving educators and ministers
of the gospel, who deal with the minds
and the souls of people, a commengurate

wage. Her reply was a perfect answer.
She said, “Why, don’t you know? It is
because ignorance doesn’t hurt.” How

true it is that we are willing to pay ade-
quate and sometimes princely remunera-
tion for the allaying of bodily pain and
tor the filling of cavities in our children’s
teeth, but we are mot so worried about
the hiatuges in their thinking or the arid
places in their sowuls.

Since ignorance is mot painful, and
caries in our intellectual teeth are so
common that we are mot ashamed of
them, wo go on blithely consuming the
“goft” literature of fictional life and
widen the unbridged gaps in our ideals
with the carnival type of entertainment
found in periedicals of dubious author-
ship and ephemeral appeal, or in bizarre
hooks that rehash in modern form the ef-
fete philosophies of an outmoded yester-
day. We are national consumers of
books that Bacon said can be ‘“swal-
lowed,” but find' that it takes toe much
energy, resolution, and systematic effort
in this age of proflipate leisure to find
the challenge of those books that need to
be “chewed and digested.” We want our
information in fifteen-minute radio eap-
sules and our inspiration free-runmning,
like tap water, to be procured with a
minimum ef exertion,

Inspiration frem a reading program,
or from any other mediwm, iz the last
and not the initial element in effort. How
can one get inspiration, for instance,
from reading Milton while waiting in a
cafeteria line? Reading Milton with en-
thusiagm ealls for hours of free time in
which one reads on and on, forgetting
dinner, perhaps, until he sees war in
heaven, rolling chariots hathed in clonds
of fire, and the flashing conflict of the
forces of everlasting good with the forces
of cosmic evil. There are profitable
things to be read in our seraps of time,
but these afford no satisfactory substi-
tote for a broad, systematie plan of
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reading that requires a budgeting of
time and effort through a summer’s vaca-
tion or a winter’s activity.

Planned roading calls for a clarifica-
fion of objectives. Matthew Arnold’s
criterion for the poet, “to see life gtesd-

ily and to see it whole,** might bo taken -

as a general objective for the serious
reader. Life cannot be geen as a whole
from any one vantage point. It behooves
us, then, to choose our réading in such 2
systematic way that we shall understand
the heroic heights and the tragic depths
of the human struggle we ecall life. For
such an objeetive, therefore, we need to
keep away from a monodiet. Grooved
thinking is the most erippled thinking in
the world, and nothing will produce it

quicker than a narrow reading program. -

A planned procedure in choice of ma-
terial for such a course does not suggest
3 list of arid authors or imply a choiee
of purely moralizing literature. Part of
it should be entertaining and relaxing.
There i much clean literature of this
type. Did you ever take a journey
around the world in travel books, for in-
stance? Try it. You'll never forget the
delight and profit obtained by a several
months’ course following eminent writers
in the travel lanes around the globe. Fol-
low that by a season.of interviewing the
great personalities in any given field of
action ag revealed in biographies. No
field of modern writing has made the im-
provement in style and human intercst
that biography has made in the last two
decades. One way to enjoy a course in
the reading of poetry is to make up a
gerapbook of the poems that appesl to
you, arranging them by groups umnder
given general themes.

The old-fashioned reading eircle needs
to he revived. Ruskin’s literary taste
and wholesome philosophy was largely
molded by the practice his father fol-
lowed of reading frequently to the fam-
ily under the lamplight some of the great
clagsics of our Iliterary heritage. The
program of oral reading of the Bible
every day, insisted on by his mother, par-
ticulavizing on the importance of proper
pronunciation of every syllable, genealo-
gies and all, was, he claims in his Prae-
terita, the greatest single factor in his
lifelong respect and love for the Serip-
tures, In busy families, where in this
machine age it is diffieult to find a time
when all the members are together, a
course of individual readmg conld be fol-
lowed with weekly or at least frequent
reports of the ideas and values of the
book to the whole eircle. Rich dividends
in fellowship and intellectual profit and
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spiritual stimulus eould thus be provided.

One of the problems of any reading
program is that of selection of worth-
while reading. We read therefore with-
out frying to differentiate one authority
from another. In specialized fields of
activity, we go to experis who under-
stand procedures and sources of informa-
tion, but we have not learned yet to util-
lize the services at our disposal for an
intelligent course of reading. The near-
est we pet to it is to read the current
popular best sellers, taking for our men-
tors the untutored readers zmong an un-
discriminating public. “Have you read
stch and suck a book?” asked a society
matron of a modern author, naming a
volume then in pepular favor. When he
acknowledged he had not, she exclaimed,
“Why, it's been out for six months,” to

.

A Ship to Sail

HOr who glves a child a book
Gives that chlld a sweeping look

Through 1ts pages down the agoes;
Gives that child a ship to sail
Where the far adventures hail,

Down the sea of destiny;

Gives that child a viglon, wide
Az the gkies where stars abide,

Clear and bright through the night;
Giveg that child great dreams to dream,
Sunlit ways that flash and gieam

Where the sages tramp the ages,

—WILL1AM SCIDGER.

[ Used by permission.]

which he queried, “But have you read
Dante’s Divine Comedy, madam?’ She
had to admit that she had not. “But that
has been out more than six hundred
years,” he exzclaimed. XLet us not be
gstampeded into reading or doing any-
thing else because “everybody’s doing it.”

With billboards screaming their neon-
lighted half-truths at us on every road.-
way, with eontinuous radio blaring every
speeies of propagandz and emotionsal ap-
peal, with seductive art and holiday jack-
ots in rajnbow colors glorifying the
gophlsms and witticisms of immoral
hooks, we need to protect cur children
from the pitfalls of warped thinking.
We meed to read for them, choosing a
menu of reading that will vitalize their
thinking and glorify their ideals. We
need to read to them, frying to engage
the enthusiasm in them which we feel
for the great books of the world. We
need to read with them, showing our sym-
pathy for the interests they develop for
themselves in whatever field. To bhe wise
guides, we need to pray for sanetified
judgment in gelecting, planning, and pro-
moting a pergonzl and family reading
schedule that will develop intellectual,
social, and gpiritual awarencsa.

December, 1946

Seven Hints on Reading

1. LeArN to read by reading. TUndex-
take self-cultivation by reading, and
books will beecome as indispensable as the
air you breathe, tho water you drink, and
the food you eat, This is the seeret of
literary excellence. Many people—young
and old—are starving for good reading,
and do not know it. Empty shelves of
bookeases or these overerowded with lit-
erary trash acceunt for the shallowness
in the lives of many youth. Why not
get possossion of a few choice books and
develop an obszession, yea, & passion, for
reading? The reading of a good book
has proved the turning point in the life
of many a young man and woman. There-
fore read, read, read! Read for pleasure,
read for recreation, read for inspiration,
and read for information. Be a book-
lover, Read!

2. Choose books guited to your needs
and adapted to your capacity. Fre-
quently the desire for good reading is
killed by the attempt to peruse a book
entirely Deyond one’s mental compass.
Most of us could not hold eordial com-
munich with the kings of earth; but each
one can find good friends that are his
equal, mentally and socially, Likewise
with books, Understand me, I am writ-
ing about general veading, not intensive
studying. Although the two may well go
hand in hand, I am persnaded that what
we need most is not so much labor for
information as information for inspira-
tion, And this imgpiration results in
something more than mere pleasure. The
joy it brings the reader helps to make
dreams ecome true, leads into practieal
idealism, and encourages the art of blue-
printing the mansions of the soul. “Soms
books are to be tasted, others to be swal-
lowed, and some few are to bhe chewed
and digested.” Books inform, reform, or
deform, Be choice in your choice of
hooks.

3. Budget your books, and surround
yourself with an environment conducive
to good reading, First, list a certain
number of choice hooks. Your pastor or
your teacher or your Missionary Volun-
teer leader ean help you to make an in-
telligent and sympathetic selection. Some
successfrl people read a new book every
weel; others, every month; and still oth-
erg, less frequently. The number of
books advisahlo to list will depend upon
your resources—cehronological, intellee-
tual, and finaneial. But at all events, it
will be found helpful to have a goal, a
budget of the number of hooks you puz-
pose to read during a given period.
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These you may buy or berrow, one by
one,

Then have a fixed period of time,
wisely chosen, for recreational reading.
Read rcgularly, and vead temperately.
Neither the stomach nor the mental store-
room should be “overstuffed.”” Approach
the time for reading with & mental atti-
tnde best ealculated to eniarge your ca-
pacity for pleaswre and for sympathetie
comprehension.

4, Acquaint yourself with the physical
and technical aspeets of your chosen
books. We recognize our friends by their
gtature, color of hair or eyes, and ecertain
other physieal features.
should be eonversant at least with the
outward appearance of our book friends,
knowing, in addition, the title, the au-
thor, and the publishers. The table of
contents, introduction, prefaee, index,
and other possible divigions should also
receive inteiligent attention.

A book responds to good treatment, as
do human beings. As the mew bhook is
opened for the first time lay it flat on the
back, with hoth covers spread wide apart.”
Beginning at the front, and alternating
with the back, gently press down a few
leaves at a time. Nexi, close the book,
plaee the palms of your hands near the
back of the two covers, and rub the back
gently, ATl this avoids backaehcs and
back breaks,

5. Use the dictionary, when needed, to
look up new words; and if possible have
an encyclopedia ready for referemee. All
readers may not need the latter, but the
former i3 a positive necessity fol the ma-
jority of us. Some may question the wis-
dom of interrupting reading to loék up a
new word, lest the thread of thought be
lost. But it must appear obvious to the
most unthinking that a thread lost, when
you have a moral certainty of finding it
again, is not nearly so hazardous as a
thread {wisted, strained, and broken.
Every new word should be masterved in
gpelling, in pronunciation, and in mean-
ing. Make it your own before you read
on. Get the dietionary habit!

6. Use multiple imagery. Concentra-
tion is sometimes difficult. You see and
read words, words, words; hut you are
really thinking of something elge. It
will help vou to solve the difficulty if you
avail yourself of other means of coneen-
tFation, besides that of merely seeing.
In addition to visnal imagery, you may
use the imagery of the other gemse or-
gans; namely, tactual imagery (feeling),
olfactory imagery (smelling), gustatory
imagery (tasting), and auditory imag-
‘ery (hearing). Try reading aloud oceca-

Likewise we

- Btrange economy, but true:
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sionally. This is good practice, not only
in enunciation, but in aiding to hold at-
fention on reading matter and in remem-
bering what is read. The reading thus
makes a twofeld impress upon the mind:
first, by visual imagery; and second, by
anditory imagery. Then, if you use
imagery of smelling, tasting, and feel-
ing, at least imaginatively, whenever pos-
gible, you will find thai the ability to
concentrate upon, and, later on, t¢ recall,
a thing, will be greatly increased.
Begides the imagery of semse organs,
there is a reaction that might be termed
emotional imagery. By this is meant the
kind of attitude assumed toward a per-
son or thing, positive or megative, favor-

“Form a home reading-circle,
in which every member of the
family shall lay side the busy
cares of the day, and urite
in study.”—~Counsels to Teach-
ers, page 138.

able or unfavorable. To illugtrate: you
mee} a person. You see the eolor of his
hair, the shape of his face, the style of
his dress. Fhis is visnal imagery. You
hear his voilee. This is auditory imagery.
You feel his handshake, That is tactual
imagery. Then you may gmell his pow-
der or hair tonie, espeeially if he has
just survived ap ordeal at the barber-
shop. This is olfactory imagery. He
proffers you a choiee lozenge fresh from
the drugstore. You take and taste. This
is gustatory imagery, Thus you have
been mpressed by the five types of im-
agery that come through the sense or-
gans. But in the meantime another type
of imagery has registered, perhaps even
before the semse organs reaeted. You
were repelled or attracted, and you as-
gumed either a negative or a positive at-
titude toward the individual. This iy
emotional or attitudo imagery, Exercise
this emotional imagery constructively in
your rveading, in addition to the imagery
of the sense organs, and your powers of
appreciation will be greafly inereased.

7. Hinally, the most effeetive way of
getting and keeping the best-from a book
iz to pass the message on to others.
we get by
giving A soul often nceds just the
magic touch of a book to bring about
gudden awakening.—F. E. WEIrER-
MEYER, adapted.
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What to Read

“Crogsroads of the World,” by Mar-
guerite Tazelaar, Coronel magazine ar-
ticle, July, 19486.

Here we have a mogt interesting de-
geription of “New York’s Grand Cenfral
Terminal, . the background for life’s
comedy and drama.”

Few of us can realize that the Infor-
mation Bureau in the Grand Ceuntral Ter-
mingl gets more than 2,000 phone callg
an hour, requiring forty-one telephone
operators to eare for these calls.

“Commuters total 139,000 a day, while
55,000 through passengers arrive and de-
part. . . . Parcel rooms handle 227,000
items a month #

These interesting facts are but a sam-
ple of the bits of information found in
this grticle. It is cleverly written, gives

the origin, development, and deseription’

of thig huge building, and at the same
time relates many human-interest_stories
of life as seen in the terminal, Itis an
article to read aloud to the family.

“Seagoing Parish,” by Jaek Stenbuek,
Corgnet magazine artiels, July, 1946.

This article degeribes the experienees
of two brothers, Seoteh elergymen, who
since 1905 have visifed and assisted in
every way possible thousands of people
living along the coast of Maine. They
founded the Maine Sea Coast Mission.
Although themselves Congregational min-
igtors, they “dedieated the mission to peo-
ple of all faithg” For forty-one years
their mission boats have churned through
iece and water, angwering ealls of distress,
as well as carrying the mail and providing
the only eontaet with the outside world
for many living in isolated spots.

If you like people, adventure, romance,
va.nety, aetion, and courage, you will en-
joy this arhcle

Papa Was o Preacher, by Alyene Por-
ter, 1945, Abingdon-Cokesbury.

‘“Fhis is a personal, intimate pieture of
life in an Amerjean parsonage of not so
long ago. . . . Glowing always with the

leve that unites God-loving and God-fear- -

ing parents, it neverthelesy overflows with
the rollicking, merry pranks of the eight
youngsters who lived to bless and com-
pleate the problems that beset the path
of him who chose to ‘press toward the
mark for the Prize of the high ealling.””

The story is well told. The author is
one of the “eight’ youngsters”—the
vounger daughter, now a teacher of
speech in Dallas, Texas. Her humor, her
ability o make you see the family in
action, her excellent vocabulary all con-
tribute to your emjoymeni ag you read
thiz book.

Tt is a book everyone in the family will
enjoy. Asg you read it through you will
gtop to reminigee, and family members
will eontribute their own experiences ag
they are reminded of them by the read-
ing of Pape Was a Preacher.

It is well illugtrated by Janet Smalley.

(Copies gent to severa.} families have been
regarded as real “ireats.”)
Mmiam G, TYMESON,
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For many years the Nelsen family hag
follewed the practice of a family read-
ing cirele which makes them aequainted
with many interesting and insiructive
books, and during the pagi aumber of
months the books listed below have been
read. You will motice the pattern is
gquite genorally that for an adoleseent
boy who is science-minded. It happens
hig little sister is interested im that which
interests brether, and so she lstens in,
but we also bring in books on her level
of interest. These are not memntioned,
especially as many of them belong to the
primary and Junior reading eourses of
the Missionary Volunteer Department;
yet a few of these listed belong in that
same class, Some of these books have
been more gripping and interesting than
others.

Four Years in Poradise, by Osa John-
son, 1944, Halcyon House, Garden City
Publishing Company.

I Diwe for Treasure, by Lieutemant
Harry E. Riegeberg, 1942, Robert M, Me-
Bride and Company.

The Little Wolf, by Wendell and Lucie
Chapman, 1936, Charles Seribner’s Somns.

Microbe Hunters, by Paul deKruif,
1939, Harcourt, Brace and Company.

Great Men of Science, by Grovo Wil
son, 1929, The New Home Library, Gar-
den City Publishing Company.

Dogtor George Washington Carver, by
Graham and Tipseomb, 1944, Julian
Messner, Ine,

My Twenly Yeors in China, by John
B. Powell, 1045, Maemillan and Com-
pany.

[This book is being read mostly for
mother’s and dad's enjoyment, but the
children get pleasure from it also.]

The Best Bird Stories I Enow, com-
piled by John Clair Minot, 1932, W, A,
Wilde Company.

Modern Chemisis and Thelr Work, by
Christy Borth, 1943, The New Home Li-
brary, Garden City Publishing Company.

[This is perhaps one of the most grip-
ping books we have read during the past
year, especially for the boy, mother, and
dad. It is written by a layman who tells
in a layman’s language the wonders of
chemurgy and chemistry.]

Wings at My Window, by Mrs. Ada
Govan, 1940, Macmillan and Company.

Mother Nature's Little Peopls, by Ja-
mison, 1931, F. A, Owen Publishing Com-

pany.
[This book can be read over and over
again to smaller children.]

We have had to veread The Litile Wolf
several times, the same as we did Fighi-
ing Afried’s Black Magle a year ago.
Doetor George Washingion Carver was
also a “headliner” and had to be reread.
We have also just finished the story of
the Whitmang and their tragic murder in
Washington Stabe,
. A, C. NELsoN,
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Take « Look at Yourself, by Jehn
Homer Miller, 1943, Abingdon-Cekes-
bury Publishing Company.

By aetual test the average young man
can run ninety-five feet while a cham-
pion racer like Gumnar Haigg or Gil
Dodds is running one hundred feet; thus
world-famous champions are only five per
cent more efficient in running than an
average unknown, unsung Tunner from
any small town in the U.8.A. Or to carry
the simile a bit further, a wrestler who
is one per eent more powerful and effi-
eient than hig opponent should win wres-
thing matches quite consecutively cven
with that small margin of advantage.
The intriguing thing is that an improve-
ment of five per cent on the part of any
unknown young man would make him
famous.

This book is for professional people
and is written largely around the idea of
doing the ordinary tasks of daily life in
a more efficient way, The over-all theme
iy that the average apeaker, teacher,
writer, preacher, housewife, or husband
can, by Increasing his officiency a few per
eent, raise himsgelf from the plains of drab
medioerity to suecessful achievement.
Albeit, the book is not one of the mill-
run variety of the so-called personality
books, but rather a treatise on voeational
psychiatry.

The author is a minister of wmany
years’ experiemce. The style is simple.

, The illustrations are apt and adept.

There is a tincture of humor or pleasani-
ness induced by illustrations and exam-
ples.  Stories enunciate the prineiples
under ¢ongideration even in a elearer way
than would be possible by lterary de-
scription. ‘The hook starts with people
where they are and takes them along the
road leading te the kind of people they
would like to become, I opens up new
vistas of improvement, and overlays the
mind of the reader with a desire to do
more efficient work in whatever calling
he has chosen angd followed.

The hidden theme is that there is a
small pereentage of difference between
peak performance and the ordinary ser-
mons preached, classes taught, tasks ac-
complished, or jobs dome. By bringing
to the daily tasks thoughtful and prayer-
ful applieations of the principles sug-
gested, all may feel the delightful thrill
of lasting improvement.

R. L. Husss.

Read to the Children
BY LAURA GREY

LooxIng back over my own ehildhood,
I vecall particularly ome delightful cus-
tom. Every Sunday afternoon, father or
mother read to us. Those stories, even
the language they were written im, ave
with me still. The reading hour, as reg-
ular an oecéurrence as breakfast or din-
ner, was the time when we gathered
around a table, six of us, in the Library
—a den well stacked with books, papers,
and pietures.

Mother read to us The Water Babies,
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by Charles Kingsley—mnot once but many
times—until we knew it almost by heart. -
.« . Stories frem children’s magazines
were alse read, as were poems from Ten-
nyson and Longfellow. Father read to us
from Dickens, which al first was hard to
follow-—the younger children sometimes
fell asleep—but later the stories always
beeame so absorbing, we earried off the
books to read by ourselves.

We were happy there around the li-
brary table, with father and mother giv-
ing us their atfention and the fire leap-
ing on the hearth to dispel the winter
eold, Tt was a cozy, happy time—good
te remember. Our parents, though not
well off, in doing this gave us riches that
many a wealthy boy and girl does not re-
ceive.

Reading aloud, first to, and later with,
the children, is an activity that should
not be neglected. All youngsters love it,
Reading to them awakens the desire to
read for themselves; it opems the door
into the treasnrehouse of books; if is the
most nataral way of forming tastes in
reading; and it eertainly enriches child-
hood. In these times, when the daily
news brings us so much that is distress-
ing, the reading hour with father and

" mother tends to bring a feeling of se-

eurity and leads thoughts into happy
realms,

How to find time to read is & problem.
One mother sits down right after supper,
before homework and dishes are at-
tacked, and reads aloud for twenty min-
utes. Amnother reads to her som for ten
minutes after he ig in bed. A father
takes Sunday moruning after breakfast
for reading fo the children,

Our choice of books is important. If
we start by reading a book like Treasure
Island, on looking up we shall probably
find that our andience has vanished; not
becauge the book is poor, but beeause it
is too diffieult for most youmgsters to
grasp.

Tt is best to begin early; a very young
child will delight to sit on mother’s knee,
point out and talk about pictures of
things he knows—a eat, dog, or haby.
There are thousands of beautiful books
for children today. Any librarvian will
help a parent to make wise ehoices. Pub-
lishing houses will send free catalogs of
the books they publish, with notes telling
about each. This makes selection eom-
paratively easy.

How to read to children is another
point to be considered. First, the radio
must be turned off ; we need to have the
room quiet. Then, we should gather our
family comfortably about us, and read as
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if we were speaking directly to them,
For youngsters who have never learned to
listen, storyielling iz a good way to Dbe-
gin. Tf we tell them a few siovics, grad-
ually they will come to listen to reading,
‘When the gtory catches and holdy their
interest, there will be no question about
their wanting it {o ecomtinue; and the
ability to listen grows.

The parent who takes time to read fe
his children will never regret it, and
throngh the years he will perceivs evi-
dences of its benefits.—National Kinder-
garten Assoelation.

Triumphs of Faith in China

(Those of us who have read the thrill-
ing book “Triumphs of Faith,’ by Mrs.
John Oss, an acoount of her ewperiences
while soliciting funds for the establish-
ament, egiipment, end maeintenance of
medical institutions in China, will be in-
terested in this talk given al Lome
Linda, California.)

Mgg, Oss began her inspiring talk by
saying that the twenty-seven years had
been so short and so packed with inter-
esting events that she found it hard fo
believe that such a period of time had
really elapsed sined the day in 1919 when
she and Pasior Qss first sailed for China.
“Privileged indeed we have heen to have
been permitted to work for sueh a won-
derful people as the Chinese all these
Fears,” '

The author of Triumphs of Faith then
told some of the high lights in solieiting
funds for our medical institutions in
China. She said that Dr. Roger Paul
had once fold her, “If you die before T
do, T want {o put an epitaph on your
gravestone,” Omt of curiosity she asked,
“And what would it say?® “And the
beggar died also,” Dr. Paul assured her.

She told of & trip to Mukden to solicit
a general for funds for the Mukden hos-
pital. The engine gave out on the way,
in bandit-infested country, and all pas-
sengers were told to remain fully clad
throughout the night, for when trains
were stalled in that secetion it was quite
eustomary for the bandits to eome, and
after sacking it of everything of value to
lead many passengers as hostages off fo
the near-by hills. The missionaries lifted
up their hearts to God in prayer, and
soon a hew engine appeared and took
them safely out of that region at onee
The engineer who had heen in charge of
the now disabled engine was very much
gurprised, for never before had there
been a fresh engine so near at hand.

Arrived at the general’s headquarters
in ‘Mukden, they found a waiting room
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who had been waiting for weeks. Tle
two women “fook the plaee of - lowest
honor in the room and listened to the
Chinese gentlemen diseussing back and
forth among themselves what they
thought these American women could
want with the gemeral, and how ithey

didn’t see how two foreign women couid -

ever expect an audience with so impor-
tant a man as the gemeral.

Mys, Oss gave their letters of introdue-
tion to the gemeral to the atiendani, and
without delay they were ushered into a
most luxurious room, The general was
an emaciated little man, almosf trans-
parent, Mrs, Oss said, for he was an
opium drug addiet. After the eustomary
polite talk they presented their plea—
the need for a Seventh-day hospital in
Mukden. They showed him their plans
for the institution, and he remarked fhat
it didn’t seem to bo ag large as the Shang-
hai Sanitarinm.. To’ the amazement of
the fund solicitors he effered not only fo
build the hospital, but also to give them
the site they would seleet. The next
day the two women rodé around inm his
armored car and selected a beantiful site
on a hill, where no one could build in
around them.

The funds for the Shanghai Sanifar-
jum were contributed by the Chinese peo-
ple themselves. After the sanitarigm was
all consiructed, more equipment was
needed to the amount of ahout $2,500,
Again the migsionaries went to God in
prayer, This time they had no letters of
jniroduction and hardly knew where to
turn for the necessary funds, One name
kept returning to Mrs. Osg’s mind while
prayer was being made—that of a very
successful woman lawyer in that eity.
But how eculd they get to her withouf a
letter of introduction? Mys. Oss finally

determined to go anyway, and, not find- -

ing the Chinese woman at home, she told
her maid to tell her to remain home in
the morning, so that she, Mrs, Oss, eould
see her at nine o’clock. | It seemed an un-
heard-of thing for s humble missionary
to he telling somcone of high posifion. to
stay home to be caBed upon by her, and
Mrs. Oss didn’t know why she said the
words afier she’d said them, but the maid
promised fo convey the message.

* The next morning, upon arriving at
the gorgeous home, she was promptly
ushered into the womax’s presence, and
the busy lawyer demanded that Mrs, Oss
dispense with the eustomary polite talk
and state her mission at once, as she was
in a great hurry. “Why,” she explained,
“I've iried to get away from this house
all morhing, but just couldn’t seem to
make it.” Mrs, Oss presented quickly
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the picture of a sanitarinm all compleie
but needing more equipment.

The lawyer listened intenily then asked
what the amount required was, Mrs, Oss
said that they had been praying fthat the
Lord would impress her with the amount
which she should give, and would she
bow her kead while prayer was offered
that she would know the proper amount
she should contribute? The woman did
so, and Mrs., Oss prayed. As soon as the
prayer was over, Mrs, Oss was surprised
to hear her ask, “Would $2,500 each year
for the vest of my life he all rights”
Here they had prayed for $2,500 for one

- year, and God had seen fit to give them

for many years. .

It is customary for the Chinese women
to bring their maids when they come o
the sanitarium. One such woman was
being visited in her Toom and heing
gshown the Sabbath scheol Pieture Roll
One of the pictures showed an angel with
wings outspread. This woman had been
very sick and presenied after surgery a
wound which refused to heal. Ier ease
had been made a subject of special
prayet by the sanitarium staff. During
the might following the showing of the
pictures and the visit of the sanitarium
Bible instructor, the maid awakened fo
see two such beings there in the room
with her and her mistress, One lifted up
the covers and the other stroked the
wound back and forth, When the doetors
egamined the woman fthe next morning,
the wound was completely healed.

There was a tims, Mrs, Oss explained,
when we had plenty of doectors, and no
institutions, but now we have medical in-
stibutions seattered throughout China,
with no doctor to man them, Dr. Day
Coffin ig now the only American doetor
we have in all China. OQur Chiness grad-
uate physician bas done a wonderful
work at the Shanghail Sanitarium during
the war, treating thousands of patients
and not losing one surgieal ease. God
hag given us this little respite from war

 go that we may earry on in a stronger

way than ever before, and finish His
work speedily.
oo

No man can empty himself of self. We
can only eonsent for Christ to accomplish
the work., Then, the language of the soul
will be, Lord, take my heart; for T can-
not give it. Tt is Thy property. Keep
it pure, for I cannot keep it for Thee.
Have me in spite of myself, my weak, m-
Christlike self. Mold wme, faghiom me,
raise me into a pure and holy atmos-
phere, where the tich current of Thy love
can flow through my soul—Christ’s Ob-
ject Lessons, p. 159,
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Growth of Advent Message in
Nigeria

TrE following letter f£rom Nigeria,
West Africa, presents some interesting
faets and figures:

Here are just a few figures which rep-
regent progress in thiz field. Our Sab-
kath school membership now stands at
15,853, which iz an increase of 350 over
last guarter. In addithon to this, I have
reports in from 22 new companies which
have bheen raiged and whose enrollment
is mot ineluded in the ahove figure.
Thege twenty-two new companies repre-
sent 265 adults and 177 children who are
meeting withont any worker or leader
every Sabbath. I mentioned n my last
letter to you of our baptism of more than
400 at this year’s camps, We have at
the moment 925 members in our proba-
tioners’ classes, though, of course, not all
of these will be baptized next time,

We have opened three new day schools
this year, making the total now 19, In
these schools we have a fotal of 2,303
scholars and of these 1,635 are Adventist
children, This is an imerease over last
year'y reeord of about 400 Adventist chil-
dren,

We have enlisted eighteen new recaunits
to the colporfeur work sinee ¥ehyuary,
cach having received abont four weeks’
intensive iraining, such as we are able
to give here. Perhaps later we shall
have hotter help fromn Brother J. O. Gib-
son. One great trouble of thizs West
Afriean field is that beeause of the short
terms of service almost half of our staff
is missing from the field at any given
time., This greatly handicaps our work
as well as obviously adding to the ex-
pense of maintaining the foreign staff.
My own chief trouble is that, with the
constant growth of the work and the
pressure the government s constanily
bringing to bear on ug, I am chiefly an
office secretary and do not have the time
1 need to get around the field. A work
which grows by the zeal of untrained
workers aud enthugiastic members, but
which lacks comstant and adequate super-
vision on the spot, is bound, soconer or
later, to show grave weaknesses,

Last week Brother Farrow and T vis-
ited a place called Akaegbe. This iy a
well-known cannibal area. Humar bones
and skulls are to be found in almost
every house, When I stopped my car at
the police barrier on ¥eturning, the po-
lice on duty refused to believe that we
had been to Akaegbe. One of our doughty
evangelists visited there some years ago,
and we were able at a new interest else-

(Continued third colummn)
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SPECIAL DAYS AND
OFFERINGS

December 7
Home Missionary Day
Bible Sabbath

December 14
Sabbath School Rally Day

December 21
Special Famine Relief
Offering

December 28
Thirteenth Sabbath Offering
Far Eastern Division

The Bible Readers Campaign

When .this number of the *“Church
Officers’ Gagzetie” reaches you, your
church and Missionary Volunteer So-
ciety will doubtless be in the midst
of the visitation effort to encourage
all the people Lo read the Bible. It
is really a great privilege to go Lo the
people in behalf of the American
Bible Society, encouraging them to

read God's Word which, i this time |

of uncertainty, is ‘“the oanly stead-
fast thing our world knows.” The
book mark leaflet fromn the Bible So-
ciety will be a real stimulus to the
people to daily reading from Thanks-
giving to Christimas, and we trust
that our leaflet, “The DBook with
Power,” will encourage many to keep
on reafling through 1947,

If perchance the leaders of the
Home Missionary and Misgionary
Volunteer work in the church have
not yet organized the church for this
house to house visitation, consider
the instruction that hag appeared In
the “Review” and union papers, and
which may have been received from
your oonference leaders, and plan
to begin at once. This work should
be finished before Thanksgiving.

Then let us all on *“Bible Sab-
bath,” December 7, seek God for a
new apprectation of the Word of God
for ourselves. We are admonisheds
through the Spirit of prophecy:
“Search, oh search the Bible with a
heart hungry for spiritual food.
Do not give up the search till you
have ascertained your relation to
God and His will concerning yow.”

M. E. KERN, Chairman,
Committee on Bible Reading
Campaign,

. e s
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where, to baptize a women whe was a
native of that place but had married
elgewhere, This was our opening. There
ig no church of any denomination within
miles of the place, bul word reached us
that the chiefs of the place had been to
the distriet office and reported that they
were planning to build a ehurch and that
they wanted the Seventh-day Adventists
to eome and teach there, It is a wild
and rocky ecountry, without paths and
with many swift mountain streams of the
clearest water, quite different from the
Niger delta here, which I know so well
‘We hope to have another company there
before long.

Mr. Worisah, our local field missionary
secretary, informs me that the colporteurs
have raised up a number of interests
where in some cases fifteen or more souls
are worshiping week by week. Unfor-
tunately, in the past, through lack of
men and means, these intérests have been
allowed o die out. May God grant us
grace and means that where He leads
the way we may be able to follow, The
Agsemblies of God Mission have twenty-
four mnew migsion familier working
within a forty-mile radins of Aba,
whereas we arc Dbut three families and
one single woman, We eould do with
many more misgionaries right new,
thongh, as Sir Galahad sald, “My
strenglh ig as the strength of ten, be-
cause my heart is pure” go God seems
to wmultiply tho effeet of omr labors and
make them fruitful in a miraculons way,

B, A, WaLToN,
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ARE YOU MOVING?

You should notify us in advance of any
change of address, as the post office will not
forward your papers to yow even if you leave
a forwarding addrvess, Your eompliance in this
matter will save delay and expensa.
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