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\ The Simple Way of Life

, BY JOHN EDGAR HOOVER
Director, Federal Bureou of Investige-
tion, Umnited States Department of
Justice

(One of the Readings for Christian Home Day, February 1)

HE arrest of Martin, age thirteen,
l for burglarizing a gerviee station

resulted in the solution of twenty-
three other burglaries. Martin’s eriminal
activity did not stavt at the age of thir
teen. He was first arvested at the tendex
age of three for breaking windows,
From the time he was ten years old he
had heen arrested intermittently for
lareeny, burglaries, and shoplifting. The
boy’s eriminal activities, according to hig
own admissions, were “just for the fun
of it” while hig parents believed that he
wag attending the movies.

Martin’s parents were not poor. He
came from a home of adequate circum-
gtances. His home environment was bad
beecause of hig pa,rents. What chance did
Martin have in a home split by marital
hostility? How could a father who was
a drunk and a mother who was lazy, im-
moral, and neglectful hope to earry out
their responsibilities as parents? Where,
in suc¢h sgurroundings, eould Martin ab-
sorb the necessary lessons of honesty and
deceney so essential to prepare him for
hig adult life?

" Most of you, I am gare, would pity
Martin beeause he lacked the eare and
guidance needed to mold his behavior
along correct social lines. He deserves
your pity. He also deserves hope—hope
that he will quickly recognize the folly
of his antisocial ways and prepare him-
gelf for his future as an adult American.

We cannot afford to lose good citizens,
Every time a youngster embarks upon
the road of mischief and petty crime, he
is preparing himself to graduate into
the ranks of seasomed eriminaly who care
little for youwr rights or mine. Bvery
tims we sit idly by and wateh the young
boys and girls in our neighborhood be-
come other Marting, we are, by 'our in-
difference and apathy, allowing lawless-
ness to influenee our social order.

The problem of erime takes on some
mighly serious aspects when we deal with
cold, hard facts. Over a million and a
half major erimeg o year in the United
States do not make an jtem which ¢an be
eagily brushed aside. Tt makes all of usg
realize that about every twenty seconds
a, major crime is committed in this coun-
try. It has to bring home to you the
realization that murders, manslaughters,
ageravated assaults, robberies, burgla-
ries, larcemies, auto thefts, and scores of
other crimes are plentiful, and no com-
munity, rural or urban, ig free from them.

In attacking the multiple problems of

World War 11, and in focusing our pres-

enf attention on reconversion at home
and adjustment throughout the world,
many Americang have failed o notiee
the ever-inereasing rise in erime. Many
communities have ignored the problem to
the detriment of the young. The nation’y
record as & whele is npthing to be proud
of in this respeet., We have allowed boys

and girly under twenty-one years of age
to lead the criminal parade. Weé have
failed to guide their actions and
thoughts, with the result that unbridled

‘youngsters have run the gamut of every

illicit experience.

Unguided and unsupervised children re-
sult. when wmothers and fathers are too
busy with other things to discharge the-
duties placed upen them by parenthood.
Love, interest, care, and attention are
constant needs for youmgsters, and they
should receive these worth-while -benefits
in large doses from the family.

Family undty is a moving factor in our
sogial order. If it is stronmg, it adds
strength to the citadel which is our ma-
tion. The ideal family is the epitome of
honesty, determination, and achievement.
The decent family demands a respeet for
law and.order, for ethical forms of be-
havior, and for orderly proeesses of gov-
ernment, The truly Amcrican family
recognizes that obedienee to the laws of
God mecessarily signifies obedience to the
establghed laws of our democracy. The
just family maintains a standard of dis-
ciplineg which is sadly needed in many of
our homes foday. The righteous family
not only is instrumental in teaching chil-
dren te walk and talk, but also infusés
in their hearts and minds the lessons so
necesgary to prepare them for participa-
tion in everyday life,

(Continued on page 30)
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NOTES TO OFFICERS

Preparation for Missionary

Volunteer Week of Prayer

ARCH 8.15, 1947, i3 the offiejal
M date for celebrating the Mis-

sionary Volunteer Week of

Prayer in all our churehes and
gocioties, This year these meetings have
tremendous sipnificance, Thousands of
Adventist young Eeople have returned to
their home churches and to our schools
from the battle fronts of the world.
These young men are seeking for the
frae gouree of relizgious power in their
YHves. Many of them are our strongest
leaders, For their sake and for the sake
of thousands of Adventist youth who are
expecting spiritnal guidance and uplift
at this season of the year, thls Week of
Prayer must be prayerfully and carefully
planned. Society officers, let us lay these
advance plans for this important week:

1. Mention it frequently in our mest-
ings.

2, Awmnounce in detail the chureh plans
for this week., Co-operate closely with
the chureh board in laying aggressive
plans for the conduet of the Missionary
Volunteer Weelr of Prayer In your
church,

8. Pray frequently and earnestly in the
society meetings for the success of Mis-
sionary Volunteer Week. Plan for prayer
bands, These ghould be organized in 2d-
vance of the regular Week of Prayer,

4, Hxeeutive committees should seeure
a cengus or survey of the unconverted
youth in the families of the' church,

If 2 minister is not provided to lead
out in the Missionary Voelunteer Week of
Prayer meetings, the young people’s
leadler should eo-operate with the church
board in laying effective plans for regu-
lar meetimgs to be eonducted by the mem-
bers. Put forth every effort to win the
unconverted,

Vital Factor in M.V.’s Life

Normmvg is more vital to the youth
than the influence of the home. Our
work for Christ begins with the family,
in the home. The first lessons of life are
learned in the home, and much depends
upon the nature of the imstruction given.

There are numerous problems confront-
ing the church at the present time, but
many of them wmay be solved by a re-
vival of true godliness in the homes of
our people. If the home life and train-
ing are what they should be, the mem-
bers will be in their places for the vari-
ous gerviees of the chureh., They will
take an aetive part in the missionary en-
deavor of the chwreh, and through their
faithfulness there will be a constant
stroam of funds turned in to the treasury

1907—1947
A

TaE years bebween 1907 and 1947 add
up to 40. Those years have been the
mogt important for our Adventist young
people. Those years testify to great
vision and noble saerifice,

How long ago seems the meeting at
Mt. Vernon, Ohlo, when the foundation
of our young people’s work was laid, yet
how short & time for so ‘mueh to be se-
complished.

Today young people are on the march
to the ends of the earth to help “finis
the work of the gospel in all the world,

Today we have an army of 200,000 youth '

whose purposes belong to Christ. Today
indelible statistics epeak for an evange-
listie program that iz destined to mark
high in the annrals of Missionary Volun-
teer history.

There is still mweh to bo done, We are
looking to the youth leaders on thig forti-
eth anniversary to set the pace. Btep out
on a program that will match the faith
of our leaders of forty years ago!

for the support of God’s work. Such a
revival would result in a greatly in-
greaged attemdance in our denominational
gohools, from the primary grades to the
eollege, and would thus place about many
of our youth a hedge of proteetion and
helpfulness of which they now lnow
nething, In fact, if the home life ig
meeting God’s ideal, the problems con-
fronting the youth of the chureh will be
practically solved.

Many of the youth do not reeognize
the fact that they have responsibilities to
bear m helping. to make the family life
within the home what it should be. They
need to have brought to their attention
the fact that “ihe highest duty that de-
volves upon ‘youtk is in their own homes,
blesging father and mother, brothers and
sisters, by affection and true interest.
Here they ean show self-denial and self-
forgetfulness in caring and doing for
others.”—T estimonies, vol. 3, p. 80,

February 1 has been set apart by the
General Conferenee as Christian Home
Day. 8pecial programs for that day
have been arranged for the church serv-
ice and the Missionary Volunteer Society
meetings., Tt is hoped that these pro-
grams will be given in the respective
gervices and that both old and young will
be greatly bemefited by them. It would
be well to advertize these services at least
twa weeks in advance by public an-
nouncement and by posters, so that all
may be encouraged to attend.

Master Comrade Clubs

Tm1s boost for Magter Comrade Clubs
is written in Grand Rapids, Michigan,
one of America’s booming cities, It is a
city a little larger than the average and
hag an Adventist church that is booming
too—booming with young people. There
are several reasons why, of course, but
the cutstanding one is the Magter Com-
rade Club. Thirteen joined the club, and
thirteen finighed. The elub was organized
in February and ran through the summer
months, thug providing social and reere-
ational opportunities not only for the
members but for the young people who
had returned to their home church after
the sehool year.

The investiture gervice was held in Sep-
tember and was a beautiful one indeed.
Three hundred and twenty-ihree M.V,
honors were earned during the eight
months the elub was in operation. The
members worked especially for the chil-
dren whe did not have chureh sehool priv-
ileges and provided for them M, V. clags
opportunities they never would have had
otherwise.

It is interesting to study ihe member-
ship of this Master Comrade Club of this
chureh.,  The leaders were the chureh
elder and his wife, who is the church
treasurer, An executive of an oil busi-
ness and a chemist were members, also.
The pastor’s wife was among the enthusi-
agtiec,. The chuvch now has a total of
twenty Master Comrades, and there are
more to come.

A fine Adventist chureh forty-nine
miles away has caught the spivit of ite
sigter chureh and has organized a Mas-
ter Comrade Clib. This good influence
will be felt by the youth of that ehureh.
Young people will be saved to the king-
dom because of it.

Churches, M.V, Societies, colleges, and
academies, we appeal to you to take ad-
vantage of this educational feature of
the Young People’s Department. We
need leadership,

Master Comrade Clubs provide leaders
for your young people. They also offer
the best in social aetivity. Do not put
it off, Organize now. Follow the “how”
&g outlined in the Master Comrade Man-
wal. GENERAL CoNFERENCE

Youne PRoPLE'S DEPARTMENT,

woow
“BELIEVE that there s nothing too
small to do well,?
e oW
“A goop many houses ought to be re-
madeled inte homes”
%W

“THE light that shines farthest shines
brightest nearest home,”
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February 1
Home Building

BY ARCHA 0. DART

Order of Service
Sone., .
BorteaURE READING: Matthew 7:24-27,
PRAYER,
SpeerAL MUsIic.
ReporTs,
OFFERTORY.
TaLk: “Building on the Sand.”
PoEM: “The Home BRuilders.”
Qurz: “Desirable or HEssential ”

ExXERCISE: “Selocting Material for the:

Home.”
CrLosimng Sowa,
BENEDICTION.

Building on the Sand

EverY home that is moi built on the
Roek is built on the sand. It may lock

" just as seeure as those built on the Rock,

but what will beeome of that home? Can
the members of that heusehold be happy?
The time o think about these things is
before the home ig cstablished, before he
proposes, yes, even before you keep com-
pany with one who is not a Seventh-day
Adventist. Tt is a law of psychology
that if ome keeps ecompany with another
he is likely to fall in love. You and I
know the young people who are married
today ‘o individuals whom they vowed,
when they first met them, they wouldn’t
have “on a Chrigtmas tree.” If you keep
company you may fall in love and say
“Yes” when he says the right word.
Then when someone warng you about mar-
rying an unbeliever you will invariably
use one of these excuses: But my case is
different, or, He is more sineerc than
many who pretend to be members of the
church, or, IHe has promised not to inter-
fere with my religion at all,

Just for your information, may I fell
you that. hundreds, even thousands, long
before you have said;, “My ecase iy differ-
ent.” That is, they said this before they
found out the real meaning of living in a
divided home.

It hardly seems necessary to answer
the second exewse, for anyone who is
really sineere will be a Christian in name
as well as in deed. The greatest hypo-
erite in all the world is the ons wha
claims that the reason he does not join
the ehurch is that there are hypoerites in
the church. He would lead one to believe
that he is better than ehurch members.

He has promised not to interfere with
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your religion? TImpossible. TIow ean a
couple be united when they are divided?
Two people eould not be further apart
than one whe is a Christian and one whe
ig not. The marriage eeremony does noi
change the heart. The one who promises
not to interfere with another’s religion
does not kvow what it iy to be a Chrig-
tian, or else does not know what it ig to
be married, for a Christian iz a Chrigtian
all over, and one who iz married iy mar-
ried seven days a week.

TROUBLE ZONES

Here are just a few of the trouble
zones that are joy-killers to the divided
home. (The following questions are di-
rected to the woman but are just as ap-
plieable to the man.)

BrEARPAST: What shall it Dbe this
morning——ham and eggs, or fruit, toast,
and cereal? Bhall we have eoffee and
Postum both?

‘WorsHIP: What shall it be—worship
by yourself, or no worship at all?

MorNING WorK: Do you hide hig ciga-
rettes, refuse to clean out the ash trays,
make it as wuncomfortable for him te
smoke as you ean? Yes? Does that make
him happy, and are you happy? On the
ather hand, do you make it eagy for him
to smoke? At least, you never say a
word to him, ILet him smoke i the
bouse and fll the air with poison. Are
you happy knowing it is injuring him?

ScHooL: Where are the children going
to school? To church school, of course.
Fine. But is he happy about if, willing
to send them across town, willing to pay
tuition? Oh, he put his foot down on
that foolishness, did he? So you are
sending them to public school this year
to be trained by the world, for the woxld.
If they arve trained for the world, where
will tliey spend eternity? Can you be
happy with such 2 thought? It has been
estimated that nine out of tem coming
from Seventh-day Adventist homes at-
tending public sehools give up their faith
in God,

MonNeY: What about the tithes and of-

fermgs? Do you plan to pay tithe onm-

the money he earns? Or can you be
happy uging money that is mof tithed
when God calls it robbery? Ave you will-
ing to accept life and health and all the
blessings that Heaven bestows without
giving offerings to His work?

3

Dinner: Do you plan to prepare two
distinet meals every day of your marriad-
life? Or are you going to prepare only
one? Whose desires are you going to
follow, his or yours? If his desires are
met, are you going to prepare food that
God has forbidden? Are you going to
get uwpon your table foed that tends to
drunkenness and not to health and life?
Or do you plan to foree your hushand to
eat something that he does not want?
Do you think that either arrangement
would draw you together and eause your
life to be happy?

Rapyo: What programs will be heard
in your home, theatrieal performaneces,
jazz mugie, boxing match reports, sacri-
legions jokes? Can you be happy while
listening to this? “Fools make a moek"
at gin® Prov. 14:9. Or, you don’t plan
to have this in your home., You will just
nag him until he consents to your way,
Can one of you be happy while the other
ign’t ¢

Lagrary: What magaszines and bocks
will be on your shelves? You plan to
have mg voice in the matter ; let him buy
what he likes. Is not the momney for the
family partly yours, and should you not
have a voice in the spending of it¥ Can
your mind grow and develop unless you
feed it good, wholesome feod? Will God
be pleased with you if you allow your
mind te become dwarfed and enfeebled
by cheap reading?

ENTERTAINMENT: Where will you go
for your entertainment? He Iikes the
theater, the show, professional sports
that God ealls a species of idolatry. Can
you be happy going to places that God
has warned ug never to enter? Om the
other hand, ean you be happy always go-
ing your weparate ways?

S001ALs: What will you do at socials—
dance, be a wallléwer, play bridge, drink
a eocktail, or bear Iooks of georn?

Of ecourse you plan to be an active
worker in the church. A Christian is al- -
ways a worker. Just as surely as there
is a plaee in heaver for you, there is a
work for you to do here on earth. Mar-
riage is to enable one to be a better, more
suceessful worker. Will marrying an un-
believer aid you?

SABBATH SCHooL CLASS: So you plan
te be a teacher in the Sabbath sehool. °
That is fine. Will your unbelieving hus-
band be interested in your sueeess? Will
he be able or even willing-to assist you
in any way, lock up ancient customs, find
relics from Bible lands, plan a social for
your elass, rejoice with you when a
member gives. his heart to God and is
baptized?




CHURCH WokK: You are willing to be
the Missionary Volunteer leader, or
chureh clerk, or a desconness. Will he
be willing for you te attend the church
board meetings that take you away from
home' at night? Will he insist that he
needs the car at that time? Can he give
you counsel in your work and help you
to ' improve? Will he be proud of you
when you de your work well?

CHRISTIAN Jov: Do you plan always
to go o church alone? Aro you thrilled
by the thought of the Week of Prayer,
camp meeting, Ingathering, when you
must be alono all the tirne? Can you be
happy when the Holy Spirit iz poured
out and your hushand is Ieft out? Can
vou rejoice at the coming of the Tord
when you knew he wifl be logt?

There is a reagen why the Lord has
plainly told us, “Unless yeu would have
a ‘home where the shadews are never
jifted, do not unite yourself with one
who is an ensmy of God.”—Testimonics,
vol, 5, p. 363. There are only bwo classes
of people in the world: those who love
God and are His friends, and those who
do met love Him and are counted as His
enemies. “Be yo not unequally yoked to-
gether with unbelievers: for what fellow-
ship hath righteousness with unrighteous-
ness? and what communion hath light
with darkness®’ 2 Cor. 6:14.

Desirable or Essential

THERE is no purpose in marrying un-
less one will be happier by so doing—not
happier during the homeymoon only, but
during the rest of ome’s life. To he a
suceezaful companion, ene must have cer-
tain qualifieations. Xvery young persem
ought to krow what these essential omes
are, cultivate them in his own life, and
select for a companion a person who has
them.

The one conducting this guiz ean em-
phasize as many thoughts as he cares to
emphasize when he reads the correct an-
gwers. The main purpose of this quiz is
te help our young people understand
which qualificaiions are essential and
which are only desirable,

If possible, mimeograph enough copies
to go around. XExpiain that whereas all
these qualifications are desirable, ten of
them are essential. The game is to seleet
the ten essential ones. Each person is to
read down both lists and mark each at-
tribute either “D” for desirable or “E”
for essential. One list iz about men and
the other about women, but both men and
women sbould answer both sets. Each
set has twenty statements, which meang
that each correct answer oounts five
points. It may be of infereat tp see
\whether the men or the women score the
bigher in your society. Remember, an
individual with all ten “E” qualiﬁcations
and not’a single “D” qualification will
make a far betier companjon than one
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The Home Builders

Tur world is filled with bustle and with
selfighness and greed,

It ig Alled with restless people that are
dreaming of a deed.

You can read it in their faces; they are
dreaming of the day

When they’ll come to fame and fortune and
put all their cares away

And I think as I behold them, though it's
far indeed they roam

They will never find contentment save they
geek for it at home,

I watch them as they hurry through the
gurging lines of men,

Spurred to speed by grim ambitwn, and I
know gey ‘re dreaming then.

They ale wenry, sick, and feotsore, butl thelr

ol seems fa1 away,

And 1t’s little they’ ve accomplished at the
endin of the day.

It is rest they're vainly seeking, love and
laughter in the gloam,

But they’ll neyver ceome to claim it, save
they clalm it here at home.

Tor the peace that is the sweetest isn't
born of minted gold,

And the joy that lasgts the longest and stiil
lingers when we're old

Is no dim and distant pleasure—it {8 not
tomorrow's prize,

It 1z not the end of tmhng, or the rainbow
of our sighs,

It is eve1y day within us—all the rest is

hippodrome—

And the goul that is the gladdest 18 the soul

that builds a home.

They are fools who build for glory! They
are fools who pin thewr hopes

On the come and go of batiles or some ves-
gel’s glender ropes.

They shall sicken and ghall wither and shall
never peace attain

‘Who believe that real contentment only men
victorious gain,

For the only happy toilers under earih’s
majestle dome

Are the ones who find their glories in the
littte spot called home.

—Frow the Collected Verse of Hdgar A.
Guest. Copyright, 1934, TUsed by permis-

sion of The Reilly and Lee Company, Chi.

cago, Illincis,

with all ten “D” qualiﬁ\eations and two or
three “I’s” Jacking.

He

. He iz a troe Christian,
He is handsome,
He has good health,
He has a. car,
He is industrious.
He ig a good swimmer,
He is from influential family.
. e is economical.
. He eomes from a good family.
. He loves c¢hildren apd home.
. He will inherit mouney.
. He has completed college,
. He is honest.
. He is employed.
is aspiring.
. He is popular.
. He i3 courtepus and refined.
is pure and noble,
. Ie is a leader.
20, He has superior intellect.

(ANSwra#®: “E's” are Nos, 1, 8, B, §, 9, 10,
18, 15, 17, 18.)
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SHE

. Bhe is a true Chrigtiam,

. She iz pretty.

. She has good health.

. She is a good cook.

. She enjoys home work.

. Bhe plays a musieal ingtrument or
can sing.

e A U ]
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7. She can sew.

8. She ig ceconomieal.

9. She can use a typewriter.

10, She is gifted in art.

11. 8he eomes from a good family,

12. 8he loves children.

13, She will inherit money.

14, 8he is neat and tidy.

15, 8he is a ecollege graduate.

16. She is courteous and, refined.

17. She is medest and virtuous.

18, She takes active part at socials.

19. 8he is popular,

20. She iz one or twe ycars younger
than her flaneé.

{(Answenrs: “H's” are Nos, 1, 3, 4, 5, 8,
11, 12, 14, 16, 17

Selecting Material for the Home

EvERY housc is ag strong as the mate-
rial used in its construction, and every
home is as strong as the ideals and prin-
ciples upon which it is buiit. Here is an -
exercise whieh eaun be used te emphasize
some of the essential principles neces-
gary to a succegsful home,

Pass cut slips of papor and ask every-
ene to write the numbers one te twenty
in vertical line. Read both the a’s and
the b’z to each proposition and then after
each one say, “These of yeu who think
the fivst statement iz correct put an a by
this number, and these of youw who think
the second is corrcet put a 6.7 Bach one
gshould do his own work, no questions or
help given. (A proposition may be re-
read.)

Now go back and read the correct
statements. Edch correcl answer is worth
five points, making it possible to seore
one hundred if all twenty are answeved
correetly. It mdy not be possible to dis-
guss cach item suggested in this quiz, but
the . leader conducting this should select
the questions he feels are the most vital
for his soelety., Be sure each person
knows the eorrest answer to each propo-
sition before the meeting closes.

1. a. A person’s cbief coneern ghould be
. to gef a good companion.
b. A persows chief coneern ghould
be to be a good companion,

A yperson should decide before he

falls in love whether or not the

other person would make a guit-
able companion, for love is blind.

Afier a person 18 in love, he is bet-

ter able to decide whether or mot

the other person would make a

suitable companion.

. No one who is in debt should think
of marrying,

b, Marry someone who ean get you
out of debt.

. Do mnot marry anyone uniil you
know the relatives,

b. If you are really in love it matters
not what the relatives are like.

. To be engaged is a convenient way
to have a steady partner,

b. To be engaged means specific prep-
arhtions for the marriage are he-
ing made,

. An engagement of a year or less
generally brings the happlest re-
sults.

b. An engagement of severa.l years
is very desirable,

. Every engaged couple should read

2. a.

o
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Ministry of Healing and other
bocks dealing with marriage.

. Every engaged couple should spend

all their spare hime with “each
other.

. An engagement iz as sacred as the -

wedding.

. An engagement ig not as sacred as

the wedding.

. A “justice of the peace” wedding
is as good as amy for a Christian.

couple, :

. A Christian couple should be mar-

ried by an ordained minister \of
the gospel—if at all possible.

The wedding should be a secret.
It is a pleasure to surprise every-
one.

» The wedding should be announced

beforehand, Tt iz a pleasure to
have friends and relatives rejoie-
ing with you.

. The ideal honcymoon is a sight-

seeing trip, including as many
places as the groom can afford.

.. The ideal homeymoon is a quiet
retreat.

The . newlyweds should live by
themselves.

. In order to get ahead financially,

the newlyweds should live with
his or her relatives,

After the wedding the
should have nothing to do.

bride

. It is essential for the bride to be

purposefully employed.

. After the wedding cach one should

cndesvor to convert the other to
his way of thinking,

the wedding each
should adjust himself to
other’s way of thinking.
When difficelties arise, seek the
advice of relatives and friends
immediately, hefore the 1irouble

one
the

- getd worde.

&y

.

.,

.

.

aano

. When difficulties arise, keep them -

to yourselves and work them out
together, .

The firgt thing to establish in the
new home is a charge aceount,

. The first thing te establish in the

new home is tho family altar,
The best policy is to buy what
furnitare you want and pay for it
by the month.

. The best poliey is never to go in

debt for a thing—shun debt as
you would the leprosy.

Happiness is assured if the hus-
band and wife are agreed on a
plan. ]

. Happiness is assured if the hus-

band and wife plan in harmouy
with the prineiples laid down in
the Spirit of propheey.

After the wedding it s unnceces-
sary to express words of affection,
You belong to each other then.

. After the wedding it is more nee-
to show your

eggary than ever
love in word and deed,

Let it be your first aim to make
a4 pleasant home,

.« Let it be your first atm to have,

a model house.
Correct Answers

5. B ] 13. b 17. b
6 10. & 14, ¥ 8. ¥
T @ 1.5 16. b 19. b
8 b 12, o 16, b 20. @
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God’s Care and Protection for
His Cause and His People
in the Far East
BY THOMAS A, PILAR

Order of Service

BoNa.

Carr, 70 PRAYER,

REPORTS.

OFFERTORY.

BeRIPTURE READING: Psalms 46,
SprcialL Music. :
REMARKS OF THE LEADER. .

Tanx: “The Wrath of Man Praises
God.”

Bowa,

Tarx: “He Lives to Declare the Work
of God.” ' '

Crosivg SoNa.

RepEar ToaetaER: “I shall not die, but
live, and declare the works of the
Lord.” DPsalms 118:17.

“Burely the wrath of man shall praise
Thee” Pgalms 76:10,
BENEDICTION,

Remarks of the Leader

Bipre records are fraught with im-
porfant lessons for us to learn, on how
Gtod caves for and protects His cause
and His pcople. In days of old the
saints of God went through flery trials.
Some suffered torture and death; others
were miraculousty saved from both.
When it scrves God’s cause best, He
permits His saints to suffer and to die,
but if He sees that it is for His glory
to save His people from torture and
death, He saves them from these things.

The experience of John the Baptist
(Mark, 6:14-20} iz an example of how
God’s saints may suffer death innocently.
God permitted it, for we are told in
The Desire of dges, pages 224, 225, that
“for the sake of thousands who in after-
years must pass from prison to death,
John was to drink the cup of martyrdom.
As the followers of Jesus should lan-
guish in lonely cells, or perish by ihe
sword, the rack, or the fagot, apparently
forsaken by God and man, what a stay
to their hearts would be the thought that
John the Baptist, to whose faithfulness
Christ Himself had borme witness, had
passed through a similar experience, . . .

“0f all the gifis that Heaven can
bestow upoen men, fellowship with Christ
in Flis sufferings is the most weighty
trust and the highest honor,”

Then we have the case of Peter, who
was shut in prizon to be put to death
the next day, but he was providentially
delivered by the angels of God.
12:1-17.)

‘We also have the experience of the
three worthies” (Dan, 8:14-28) who were
thrown into the fiery furnace heated
seven timmes hotter than usual, but God
delivered them. There was Danicl,
thrown into the Hong’ den (Dan.
6:16-23), but God saved him from being
eaten by the hungry lions.

And g0 God at times saves man from
death, thosc who may mot know Him
at all, so that they may find the won-
derful God and Saviour of mankind.

“message.

{Acts .

5

And when .the unbeliever finds Him and
recognizes His power that saves from
doath, from the awfulness of sin, them
he should live to declare the wondrous
works of God and the power of Him
who can save man from sin and death.
The man who is saved and lives the
truth in kis daily life before many wit-
nesses leads others to find the way to
Jesus. Such an incident was fulfilted in
the experience of Paul, The Lord con-
verted him and he lived to glorify God
in his life and turned many to right-
eousness. That is the purpose and the
trend of thought in the topie for today.

The Wrath of Man Praises God

ONE of our ministers who was trained
in our college in the Philippines, with
his wile, was sent to econrduet a tent
cffort in ome of the towns located in
the northern tervitory in the Philippines.
All went well at first, but the time came
when the encmy of the message began
to oppose and perseculc  the minister.
But he was not daunted and discouraged.
He knew that God was his refuge and
strength, a very present help in  time
of trouble, and he relied on thiy promise.

There was one man among the group
of opposers who was exceedingly bitter
against the message and the worker.
He was a very large mal physically,
well built and strong, Al times he
would come near the meeting place with
his gang. When the worker was con-
ducting his night meetings, he would
also shout at the top of his voice in
derigion and Tidicaule following every
word the minister sadd. This was an-
noying. The minister boze patiently
with him aud prayed earmestly for him.
This man was exceplionally bitter, be-
cauge he was the recognized leader of
the Philippine Independent Catholic
Chureh in this town, and, what made it
worse for him, his wife was becoming
interested in the Seventh-day Adventist
She went to the meetings from
night to night to listen to the igreaehing,
and this made the man very angry. He
was secking an opportunity to harm the
minister bodily and to destroy hiz work, ~

One Friday evening after the serviee
in the temt, this opposer’s wife came to
the minister and requested to borrow
bis Bible and Sabbath School Lesson
Quarterly, as she wanted to attend the
Sabbath sehool the next morning. Be-
fore this time the worker’s wife had
bgen visiting this good woman in her
home and giving Bible studies, 'which |
she readily accepted as truth, The
Bible and tho Quarterly were heartil
given, ) :

Eariy the next morning sbmeone called
at the door, and the minister’s- wife
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went to meet the caller. But she drew
back quickly into the room and fold her
husband to meet the man, The minister
came out, and there before him was
that man who was bitterly opposing the
“truth. He had in hiz left hand the
borrowed Bible and in his right hand
a bolo (very big knife). With a very
fleree countenance, coupled with an
angry voice, he looked at the minister
sternly and said, “Why did you give
your Bible to wmy wife? I do not like
you to give anything to my wife. T do
not want your wife to eome to the house
and visit my wife again, Take your
Bible,’ and hs threw it with a loud
bang on the floor, “or else——" and he
held the hilt of his bolo tightly. The
minister and his wife were speechless.
They went to Sabbath school that day,
but the angry man's wife did not go.
The minister, his wife, and the new
Sabbathkeepers understood. They all
prayed earnestly for the man and his
wife, that somehow the Tord would
touch the man’s heart and he would
permit hig wife to eontinue in her faith.

The day of baptism ecame.  This
woman wanted to be baptized, too, but
her husband swore that if she should
ingist, he was going to persecute every
belisver and he would drive her out of
her home. THe also made a threat that
as soon as the minister left the place,
he was going to seatter the believers of
the new church. But the brethren eon-
stantly prayed for the man and his wife.
He was an influential man in the com-
munity and had quite a following.

When the pastor moved away, there
wore fifteen baptized members, and a
little chureh building was creeted. This
incident took place in 1938.

In Deeember, 1945, when peace had
been declared, and traveling was safe
in that section of the Philippines, the
minister wanted to see what had beecome
of that chureh and the believers, for
during the past four yecars, owing to the
war, that particular section of the field
had been ceut off from communication.
Much to his joy and surprise he found
that the chureh building had bheen en-
larged to twice its former sime; there
were sixty church members, seventy-five
Sapbath school members, and a church
school carrying seven grades of work.
This all happened during the war years.
But beside all these oncouraging inci-
dents, one thing truly gave the minister
an unspeakable joy when a man cams
forward with his wife to greet the visit-
ing pastor. There was a broad smile on
hig face; then tears eame down from his
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eyes. But who was he? This was the
young man who was the unweleome ealler

on this minister six years ago, who threw’

the borrowed Bible at the pastor, who
held a big sharp shining bolo before
his face, who bitterly opposed the bap-
tism of his wife, who fried several times
to disturb the night meetings during
the effort, and who made a threat to
persecute the few believers when the
worker had moved away to Manila. But
the brethren constantly prayed for him.
His wife firmly stood for what she be-
leved, God prevailed! And this man,
without any one of the brethren daring
to approach and talk with him about his
galvation, went to the Sabbath school
by himself, After he had made a stari
he continued going. At first the brethren
dreaded his presence, but they found out
that he was earnest. They prayed for
him; the young people visited him. He
was baptized and heeame a very carnest
member of the chureh. Tt was through
his help, coupled with the effort of the
brethren, that the chureh has greaily
ingreased her membership and enlarged
her border,

Thank God! The truth prevailed.
The Spirit of God still works mightily
in the hearts of men, even during the
heetic days of war, That chureh is a
live church today, ever increasing her
mempership, active in her missionary
work., Two other companies of believers
were raised up through the missionary
activities of the young people in this
ehurch,

“Surely the wrath of man shall praise
Thee.” Psalms 76:10.

He Lives to Declare the Work of
God

“T STIALL not die, but live, and declare the
works of the Lord,” Ps. 118:17.

One of our ministers of the Philippines
visited a church in Téarlae, a provinece
in eentral Luzon. The Ieader of the
young people in that ehurch was qguite
active and this impressed the visiting
minigter. He, then, acked the young
man how long he had besn a member
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church
and how he came to know the message.

Mr. G is the son of a local elder of
the Methodist church in his town, He
heard the Seventh-day Adventist mes-
sage when he was fourteen years old, but
he did not heed it. About the closé of
1942, when the Japanese Army had al-
ready occupied the Philippines, he went
to a provinee in eentral Lugzonm, Philip-
pines, to do farming work for some rich
men. When the planting season was
over, he wanted to earn some money. e

" until he was groaning with pain,
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then eame to one of the Japanese gar-
risons in Bongabong and served as a
eook, There were two other boys with
him, working in the kitchen, All went
well, But one day a young man was
brought into the eamp with hiz hands
tied behind his back. He was terribly
tortured by the Japanese milifary police
The
one question that was asked him was,
“Who are your companions? Tell us”
This was a guerrilla soldier. He wag
ecaught and the Japanese authorities
wanted him to tell all his companions.
As he was goaning with pain and hard
pressed with the question, he said in his
delivium, “The three boys who are cook-
ing here are my eompanions. They are
guerrillas like me.”

The Japanese military police imme-
diately seized the three boys—poor in-
nocent boys—tied their hands and feet,
and tortured them until they were un-
conscions and half dead. The torture
was carried on for three days. On the
fourth day the three innocent boys and

the captured guerrilla were marehed -

outside to be killed. They could hardly
walk, but they were foreed to go. This
was their last day; this was their last
houwr. As they marched slowly, Mr. &
was repeating the Lord’s prayer audibly,
and his two companions were following
him. At this time he remembered the
Seventh-day Adventist preacher whom he
had heard several years before, He re-
membered the law of God, the SBabbath
especially, and he knew that he had not
been keeping it. Ho remembered all his
ging, and he knew that he was not pre-
pared to die. He prayed, “O God, if you
will save me this once, I promise to find
the way to life and obey Thy command-
ments. But if this is my last, T beg Thee

. to forgive all my sing and save me

{thinking especially of the seecond com-
ing of Christ as he had heard it from
the Adventist preacher) when Thou shalt
come to resurreet’ the saints.” And the
mareh to death continued silently and
slowly with labored steps.

When they roached the place, they
were ordered to stand at the brink of
their common grave. The Japanese sol-
dier who was to kill them had his bayonet
fixed. He ordered the four to kneel
down with their backs on the common
grave. Mr. G was constantly repeating
his supplication to God to forgive all
his sing. “0O God, forgive me! Forgive
all my sins! Jesus, my Saviour, save
me.” All liad their heads bowed down.
He eclosed his oyes. In a moment the
bayonet thrust was made, and the real
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guerrilla fell down in the pit, Then
came Mr, G's furn., The Japanese sol-
dier was cleaning his bayonet, so the
eyewitnesses reported, before he was to
make his second thrugt, Mr. &, with

bowed head, was walting for it. “Oh”
he said, “that awful moment!” But a
shout wag heard in the distance, Every-
one turned around and looked. There

was a galloping horse drawing a rig
earrying a Japanese officer. He was
waving a white handkerchief, ghouting
at the top of hig voice and extending
three of his fingers. The agent of death
stoeod at attention, waiting for the order.
When the Japanese offieial reached the
place, he spoke to the soldier in Japa-
nese.

What was it? Oh! What a joy! Tho
three innocent men must be saved. They
were brought back to eamp, given food,
treated for their hleeding wounds, and
after two days they were all released.

“What did yom do when you were
released ¥’ asked the minister.

“T left the place hurriedly. I forgot
all the pain and suffering that I had, and
the one thing I hid in mind was to find
a Seventh-day Adventist to teach me the
way fo obey God, for T knew and recog-
nized that God answered my prayer,”
was hig reply., He did not follow the
rvoad. He walked through the rice fields
and over the hills,. He did not know
where he was going, but his ons earnest
prayer was that he would find a Seventh-
day Adventist home. Ie had gome about
fifteen miles that day, and when he
came to the first village, he stopped at
the fivst house and requested something
to eat. He wag thirsty and hungry. The
family treated him kindly and sympa-
thized with him in his sufforing. They

" told him that God had granted him a
new life and admonished him earnestly
to find God, obey, and serve Him.

That very home where he stopped was
2 Seventh-day Advértist home—a direet
answer to his prayer. He sgtayed there
for several months, was taught the mes-

" gage, and he soon asked for baptism,
The nearest minister was in the Northern
Luzon Mission with headquarters about
fifty miles away. He Dade good-by to
his benefactors, and set off in search of
the minister to baptize Iim,

After four days he reached the head-
quarters, but was disappointed because
the minister had left that day to con-
duct an ingtitute in the home town of
Mr. &, He covered hia last lapse of the
journey, which was about 150 miles,
partly walking, and partly riding where
viding was available in those days.
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When he came te the ehureh, he found
that the imstitute had begun. e found
the minister, told his whole story, and
was warmly welecomed by the brethren.
That day he was baptized.

Then he returned to his home that he
had left about two and a half years
before, He teld his people about the
terrible experiemees through which he
had gone and the wonderful way by
which God saved him from death. His
family were glad to hear the wonderful
gtory of his deliverance. But when he
said that he was already a Seventh-day
Adventist, all his people were angry at
him, ecspeeially his father and mother.
They almost cursed and secorned him,
His father was a loeal elder of the Meth-
odist churek; all his people were Metho-
dists. Tow disgraceful that he should
become a Seventh-day Adventist. His
father and mother were determined to
make him give up his.foolishmess. But
it was mot foolishness to him,

After e had stayed in his home a few
weeks, the parents decided that he should
either give up his foolish faith or leave
the house and never eomc hack again.
e was very sorry for this treatment,
but he ¢ounld ‘not give up the Sabbath—
yes, the Seventh-day Adventist faith.
He knew that the Lord saved him in
angwer to his prayer, im order that he
should find the truth and obey God’s
commandments, e put his few belong-
ings in hisz suitease, and one morning
after family prayer, bade good-by to
his father and mother and sisters and
brothers. IIe told them that he eculd
net do otherwise, heeause he loved the
Lord and desired to follow His guidance.
He walked down the road and waited for
a ride. Very soon one of his brothers
came running to him. e begged him to
come back, for the parents were weeping
bitterly. ¥e refurned and stayed with
his people, *lived the fruth in hig daily
life, and ag 2 result, one of his brothers
and one gister arc now baptized” and
are members of the church.

Algo, his father and mother are now
deeply interested, as well as several of
hig relatives. He fold the minister that
it was only a guestion of fime and hig
parents would be baptized into the trath.
“And, now, pastor,” he said with his face
beaming with joy, “Ged saved my life
from death, and I live to declare the
glory and saving power of the Lord.”?

Brother G is an aetive soul winner
today and am active young people’s
leader, His supreme desire is to use the
humble talents that God has given him
te win souls for Christ.

N
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Crusading for Christ in the
Business World

Order of Service

Sowe: No, 625 in Chureh Hymnal, “Hark,
*Tis the Shepherd’s Voice I Hear.”

PrAYER,

SECRETARY’S REPORT.

QFFERING. <

TesriMoNiEs 8rupy: “A Challenge to
Businessmen,”

Tark: “The Christian in Our Modern

Business World,” .
EXPERIENCE: “A Searcher for Truth Re-
warded.”
EXPERIENCE: “Jews Do, Why Don/t You?”’
Tarx:; “What You Can Do.”
Song: No, 620, “If Any Little Word of
Mine,”
BENEDICTION,

Notes to Leaders

This is the first in 2 planned series to
be known as “Crusading for Christ in
the Vocations,” Not all young people -
are ealled to God to be ministers or Bibls
instruetors, but all are ealled to he soul
winners, although they may have chosen
to earn their living by following some vo-
cation not necessarily related to definite
soul winning, It is the purpose of this
series of topies to show what has been
done and what can be dene hy these who
are loyal to God and who have a desire
to help others find the way, although they
nay be following secular oceupations,
Today we shall consider soul-winning ef-
forts by persons in lives of husiness such
as accouniants, bookkeepers, treasurers,
stenographers,  secrefaries, merchants,
salesmen.

If you have two or three Christian

young peeple who are employed im the
business world, invite them to give a fes- .
timony in a sympogium on “My Oppor-
tunities for Serving God in the Business
World.”
. Enmcourage the young pecple to use
tracts. Secure a sample set of the mew
Prediction Series from your Book and
Bible flouse. They are new, colorful, and
inexpensive. Estimate the namber you
can use; order; and scatter them every-
where, ‘

A Challenge to Businessmen

“CHRISTIANITY and business, rightly
understood, are not two separate things;
they are one, Bihble veligion is to be
brought into all that we do and say.”—
Caunsels to Teachers, p. 277, .

“The woe which will fall upon the min-
ister if ho preach not the gospel, will
just as surely fall upen the businessman,
if he, with hig different talents, will nof
be a co-werker with Christ in aceom-
plishing the same results.—Tostunonies,
vol. 4, p. 469,

“All must now work for themselves,
and when they have Jesus in their hearts,
they will confess Him to others”--Ibid.,
vol. 2, v. 233,




“Tven while engaged in their daily em-
ployment, God’s people can lead others
to Christ. And while doing this, they
will have the precicng assurance that the
Baviour is close beside them., They need
not think that they are left to depend on
their own feeble efforts: Christ will give
thern words to speak that will refresh
and encourage and strengthen poor,
struggling souls who ave in darkness.”—
Ibid., vol. 9, p. 39,

The Christian in Our Modemn
Business World

How does the young Christian working
in our modern business world interest
the bustling, worldly individuals around
him in the straight and narrow way of
Jegug Chrigt? How does ho de it? First,
let us settle one point about this young
person; that is, that he is a genuine
Christian, which means that he is having
a real, live, personal experience with God.
He lives cut his religion beeause it is the
biggest, the grandest, the happiest thing
that has ever happened to him, and this
makes him completely different from
those about him. TIs that strange?
Wasn't Jesus different from all those of
His time% Of course He was, No man
spoke or thought or acted 2s He did.

Why was the difference so marked in
Jesus? Because His life's objectives
were entirvely different from those of the
multitude. And s¢ the Adventist young
person.' who, working in the business

world of today, with its busy typewriters,

telotypos, telephones, dictaphenes, and
snapping, nerveracked, thoughtless, care-
less individuals, just goes calmly on liv-
ing, is an astonishment to others. Buch
an atmosphere of peace arouses their
euriosity, and in spite of t/hemselves, it
attracts them, And this is just why
Jesns attracted so many to Him. He had
gomething the world did not have. Yes,
they will come to you and want to know
what it is that you have that they lack,
Angther thing about you is that you
never, no, never under any cireumstances
or conditions, work on Saturday. During
the rush and strain of the recent war
years you might hear words like these,
“Hverybody has been working seven days
a week for months now and yet you are
always off on Baturday. Fow ecome?
And such an emergency as thig is, too.”
That is the Christian’s opportunity to
tell acquaintances that there are no emer-
gencies with God, and that you never did
violate Gred’s Sabbath day by working on
it: At times the Christian will hear
words similar to these, “I mnotice you
never swear, and surely that job you have
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ig enough to make anybody swear.” And
then comes that inevitable question again,
“Say, what is 1t that you have that’s dif-
ferent?’ You know. Your objectives,
like those of Jesus, are different.

The Christian who is not in the or-
ganized demominational work but has to
be daily among corrupting sounds and
sights, has a wonderful opportunity to
witness for Christ in his working hours.
He must keep his spiritual faculties alive,
for there are always those in a large of-
fice who have some knowledge of the
Bible, and thoy will ply you with ques-
tions either -for their own spiritual good
or heeause they disagree with you and
are trying to cateh you im some error,
But you stand so definitely on God’s
plain word that they cannot shake you.

Then we come to one of the outstand-
ing things about you. You don’t eat like
other people. This is your big chance,
because everybody is interested in eating.
When they inquire why you eat the way
you de, onee again you direst their atten-
tion to God’s Word. Here is a marvelous
opportunity to show them the relation
between health and a Christlike life.
Maybe they will agree with you that some
animals are not fit to eat, but they want
to know why it is that you don’t eat any
meat. You, as a Christian, studied this
all out long ago when you stopped eating
meat, and so you tell them the whole
story of today’s camcerous, lubercular,
diseased flegh food, and how you consider
that Jesus has bought you with a price,
and you are not your own bul must keep
your body clean and healthy, You are
bending every effort to prepare for the
coming of the Lord. Cigaretite smoke
may curl all around you, but not in you.
Liquor may flow all around you, but not
in you.

The person whom God has placed in a
worldly office or factory, wherever it may
be, ig there for a definite purpose. You
are a light, and God is tending it to keep
it from going out and to help it to shine
brighter. Xf you are a genuine Christian
and have the characteristics we have men-
tioned, your light will shine in spite of
anything around you. R. H. Rmmoks.

A Searcher for Truth Rewarded

A YoUna man of good birth and eul-
tural advantages was spemnding his sum-
mer’s vacation in government employ.
He was of Roman Catholic faith and a
medical student in a large Roman Catho-
lie University. Fle was deeply religious
and in his government office soon noticed
a young lady whose life and prineiples
scemed to differ greatly from those of
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auyons he had ever kmown. As they
talked he found she was able to support
her position with real logic from the
Holy Scriptures. And, too, some of the
religious questions he had had from
childhood, he now had answered satisfaec-
torily.

About this time his interest in present
truth was heightened through the experi-
ence of a loyal S.D.A. medieal soldier
who had received the Congressional
Medal of Honor, “Surely,” he thought,
“if a man ean go through all that and
have such a remarkable evidence of di-
vine leadership and proteetion in his life,
there must be something to it.”’

The Adventist girl called his attention
to the loeal 8.D.A. radio program. As
he listened to these programs he deter-
mined to imvestigate this doetrine. He
called the minigter, and the friendly visit
resulted in a series of Bible imstruetion.
Bible truth was deeply appreciated by
this young man, and his many deep ques-
tions were now angwered understand-
ingly and with divine authority.

His baptism and church fellowship
mean much te him, and his earnest labors
to teach others what he has learned of
Jesus demonstrate his deep love of pres-
ent truth, MARY SaxTon.

Jews Do, Why Don’t You?

WHILE traveling on the frain, one of
our young peeple’s workers was seated
beside a person who evidently was a busi-
nessman. In the conversation it devel-
oped he was a gilk salesman from New
York City,

“Yes, I have been a 8ilk salesman all
my life, as were my father and grand-
father before me.”

As the conversation progressed more
and moré slong religious lines, the sales-
man said, “You may be interested fto
know that T am of Jewish extraction and
T am also & Roman Catholic, Since ac-
cepting this faith several years age, I
have never missed a daily opportunity to
attend mass when it was humanly pos-
gible,
various parts of the eeuntry, but I al-
ways inquire the tocation of the nearest
Catholie church and never miss attending
early morning mags.”

The young people’s worker expressed
surprise that the salesman, being a Jew
and knowing the truth of the Sabbath
day, could worship s¢ faithfully on any
other day. This was indeed a.paradex.
The Adventist worker, a Protestant who
believed in worshiping God on the true
Sabbath day, endeavering to influence a
Jew who was worshiping on a false sab-

As a salesman I am in eities in .
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bath, to see the truth of the original
Jewish Sabbath day. ’

At the close of the conversation the
salesman extracted from his pocked sev-
eral pisees of Catholie literature which
were prepared by the Catholie Church to
influence and win those of Jewish extrac-
tion. ' He said, “Yes, we have literature
directed toward every faith. Friend, you
would be surprised to know how many
Jews are accepting Catholieism.”

MoraL: Shouldn’t we to whom God has
given the last-day message be more con-

. tinually alert than was this Jewish busi-

nessman¥ These are days when the
hearts «of thinking men, women, and
youth are turning to & knowledge of eter-
nal things. Let us light our Jamps and
remove every hindranee, that the rays of
God’s truth may fall upon needy souls.
E. W. DUNBAER.

What You Can Do

Do you feel there is nothing you can
do% Do youn feel that yon cannot give
Bible studies and hold public meetings;
therefore you eannot win souls¥ Mrs.
White tells us that speaking of the good-
ness of God is one of the most effective
means for winning souls. She says:

“To praise God in fullness and sincer-
ity of heart is as much a duty as.is
prayer. . . . Far wore than we do, we
need to speak of the precious chapters
in our experience. After a speeial out-
pouting of the Holy Spivit, our joy in
the Lord and our efficieney in His service
would be greatly inereased by recounting
His goodness and His wonderful worls
in behalf of Iis children. These exer-
cises drive back the power of Satan,
They expel the spirté of murmuring and
complaint, and the tempter loses ground,
They cultivate those attributes of charae-
ter which will fit the dwellers on earth
for the heavenly mansions, Such a testi-
mony will have an influence upon others.
No more effective means can be employed
for winming souls to Christ”—Christ’s
Object Lessons, pp. 299, 300. (Italies
ours.y

We ean all recount our many blessings
and mercies. As we tell of God’s good-
ness to us, others hearing us, begin to
think of God’s goodness to them. And so
it grows and grows, nntil a soul is saved.

Let ne praise God! Let us give our-
selves wholly to Him for service.

“There is no limit to the wsefulness of
the one who, putting self aside, makes
room for the working of the Holy Spirit
upon his heart, and lives a life wholly
congecrated to God.”—Testimonies, vol.
8, p. 19,

“resolution and determination.

The Church Officers’ Caze'tte
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. Heroes
BY THEOFIELD G. WEIS
Order of Service

Bowas No. 48 in M.V. Songs, “Dare to Be
a Daniel.”

SCRIPTURE READING: HEsther 4:14-17,

PRrAYER. ’

REPORTS aAND BUSINESS.

OFPERING.

TALEk: “What Makes a Hero$”

Pory. i

TarLks: “Heroes Worth Enowing About.”
1. A Town Gives Its Best.
2. Dust Against Dust. B
3. Apples in the Dry Belt. )

PornM.

Crosing Song: No, 49, “Can He Count
on You?”

BENEDICTION.

What Makes a Hero?

Deaw Aurorp onee wrote, “There are
moments which are worth more than
years. A siray unthought-of five min-
utes may contain the event of a life. And
this all-important moment—who can tell

when it will be upon ws$”’

Heroes are seldom rated for their life’s
whole serviee. Heroism is the glorious
bloom of an instant rooted in the deep
goil of stern, wmeticulous preparation.
Heroes are more than legendary figures.
Of eourse the Greeks of Troy and Thebes
were valiant in battle and fluieally seru-
pulous in matters of warfare. The priest-
ess, Hero, so Greek legend has it, cast
herself inte the sea when her lover Lean-
der drowned swimming the Hellespont in
his attempt to reach her. But that was
not a good start for the word hero, '

The young man who jumped out of a
sixty-fifth-story window of the Empire
State Building just because his sweet-
heart jilted him may have reached a
stray, eoven an unusual or unthought-of
moment. He may have aeted with mueh
But he
was nof a hero. In spite of legends and
stories, that willful daredeviltry which
feeds on here stunts until it culminates
in self-destruetion iz not an essential
quality in the make-np of a real hero,

My Unele John had a phrase by which
he characterized a man whom he eonsid-
ered worthy of respect, esteem, and ad-
miration, When farmers, ranchers, and
laborers congregated in our small coun-
try town to discuss the happenings of the
week, personal achievements invariably
drifted into the conversation. Always
after the last word wag said, but before
a decision was reached, Unecle John would
gay, “Good gualities are essential A
man must have eonvietions. . But, I ask,
ean he bend graecefully$” That was the
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test by which Unele John graded the
bigness of a man, Of all the qualities
essential to heroic acts the quality of hu-

- mility is the least sought after. Yet to

the degree in whiech this quality is ab-
sont, to that degree oune hero is less a
hero than another. Humility nurtures
devotion to duty. He is a vagabond and
not a hero in life who ineessantly shirks
his duty.

Train the mind to be sharp and alert,
Edueate the eye to distinguish, the hand
to aet, the nerves to hold the muscle ten-
dons steady and taut lke vibrant steel.
Let repetition deepen the acts of thought
into habit. Let the years grow into dec-
ades of training and service. But when
all is done only the deep-down-under, the
rough stone-sand-cement, and iron mesh
foundation is completed. The superstrue-
ture of the hero’s life must reflect a hu-
mility and devotion to duty as original
and as teal as his own persomality. He-
roes are made in no other way,

Moments of heroism may be mere.

lightning flashes in life. But the men
and the women who act in them were
long and earlier prepared.

Heroes Worth Knowing About

A Town Gives Its Best
WHERE the meandering Mattawa River
joins the southward-rushing Ottawa, at
a point nestled deep in the valleys of
the Laurentian hills is a spot known in
the Algonguin tongue as Mattawa—
“Meeting of the Waters,” Hamuel de

Champlain landed there in 1614 with a

Alotilla of canoes in his seareh for a pas-
sage to China. This isolated community
in eastern Ontario was incorporated into
a town in 1882. Not onee since that year
hag it failed in itg duty to give the best
of its men, women, and material resources
when, the nalions need demanded a sacri-
fice, It has produced more great Cana-
diang of national and international fame
than any other town of its size,

Today, were you to walk its broad
main street, you would see few young
people. It is a town of old men, old
women, and young childfen. The youth
have gone to digtant towns and cilies,
Opportunities for youth are few im Mat-
tawa. But the training facilities and the
wholesome community life which give
boys and girls a right start, these are
superb.

8o, without selfish thought and with
little hope of being any more than a
humble roadside community, Mattawa
rears and gives musieians, deetors, min-
ing engineers, artists, designers, athletes,
authors, naturalists, explorers, and sol-
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diers for all the world to appreciate,
while only the stars and the river’s song
know of the silent pain of mother and
father love,

Dust Against Dust

THERE is mnothing more dreadful to
workers n eertain mining industries than
silicosis—*“sure creeping death”” When
Mack, the robust six-footer, chocked out
puffing as though half out of breath and
the inspector requested him to report to
the clinie, the older mining hands were
suspicious, The neweomers did not know
what it was all about. Wherever hard
stone is drilled or polished, silica dust ex-
ists, Breathing that dust results in sili-
cosis. You cannbt see it, feel it, taste it,
but it is there. If burns spols on your
Iungs, and it you get it bad enough you
are a pushover for t.h.

Beeause this grim specter has haunted
miners for decades, Dr. Robsen and Dr.
Trwin entered the picture. Since no me-
chanieal apparatus er any device yet
found ean free the air or profect man’s
breathing passages from the fine dust,
these doetors felt that medieal seience
should leok for a protective outside the
realm of mechanieal apparatus. Fxperi-
ment after experiment failed. Then ene
day an aceidental observation of the ac.
tion ef aluminum on marble started a
train of thought. Long stndy and exper-
imentation rvesulted in a trial of pamping
alominum dust into the lungs of animals.
The inreads of silicesis beeame checked.
Another advancement had been made,
This time fighting dust with dust—silica
dust with aluminum dust. Prizes, med-
als, money awards, letters of praise and
congratulations were showered upon Doe-
tors Robson and Irwin. But no pne
thanks these docters more than the chil-
dren of the miners whose happiness in
life has been made a little more secure
by patient efforf—“beyond the eall of

duty.”
Apples in the Dry Belt

WHEN gomeone said that Emil Meili
was vlanting trees, and oxpeeting them
to bear fruit in the hot-eold-dry climate
of south-central Saskatchewan, the old
stalwart settlers and country fathers re-
torted that at long last they had heard
everything. No ¢ne had ever been that
stupid before. Surely he must be a man
of much wealth who does not eare how
he spends it, or in what sand drift he
buries it, But HEmil Meili was not
wealthy, He did not come to experiment,
He came to make a living, and he came
with a willingness to pay, and pay dearly
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for everything hs earned. To begin work
on his six-hundred-forty-acre farm he
had fifty dollars, twe cows, one ox, a
elsar head, two hands accustemed  {o
work, and a pair of tireless feet.

Where the old settlers eouldm’t grow
bushes for windbreaks or peplars to
shade the house and yard this patient
worker eonsiders three hundred boxes of
strawberries a small harvest, His trees
and bushes pay for themselves. If they
do net, he uproots them and plants
others. He has marketed apples, erab-
apples, cherries, strawberries, raspber-
ries, other berries, grapes, and plums.
Even the temperamental Japanese cherry
trees have come into the category of his
experiments,

No, he has no irrigation system. There
is no lake or river near enough, The
wells are too deep and the amount of
water in them too small. He cultivates
to comserve rainfall. After all, there is
more rainfall in southern Saskatchewan
where there are no {rees than in northern
Saskatchewan where trees are abundant,
Drought makes inroads swiftly in the
south beeause that treeless belt has no
forest to check evaperation. If every-
body planted trees and protected them
from drought by eareful ecultivation, a
vast prairis dry belt eould become a rich
tree-protected land. No ene has heen
more heroie, more patient, and mere tire-
less in preaching the simple gospel of
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Fan at Our House
BY ARCHA 0. DART

Order of Service

Song.

SCRIPTURE READING: Liuke 15:11-24,

PRAYER,

REPORTS.

OFPrRERTORY.

SrEcTAanL Music,

JUNIOR CHAUTAUQUA;
House.”

PorM: “Pleaging Dad.”

LrapEr’s REMARES.

CrostNg Sond.

BeNEDICTION.

CY“Fun at -Our

Note to Superintendents

Juwior CmauTavQua: “Fun at Our
House,” Juniors can and do have more
fun at home than anywhere elge on earth,
Somectimes, hewever, like the prodigal
son, they get the idea that they can have
more ploasure away from heme, and like
the prodigal son, eome to grief, It is
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rich, full living than Emil Meili, Neither
has any hero felt a greater joy from well-
deserved blosgom showers of adulation
than this humble worker.

Experience

Is a simple step—
Beyond going,
Seldom walked
Without sowing—
Teardrops.
—THEOFIELD G, WHIS,

Up

CriMB where the road is rough,
Stones sharp, and fowers few )

High on the uplands steep,
Edged in a hazy hue!

Gain sirenglh from solitude,
Rteach up into the sun,

Forge from each passing gtorm
Soeme mark of viet’ry won.

Climb toward the mountain peaks,
Forget the green below, N
Lead up where thunder strikes
And weak men dread to go!
Fear not the uphill road,
God's Spirit waiches there;
Hig mighty arm extends
New ald for every care,

—TPEEOFIBLD G. WEBIR.

Every Little Helps

BesTow some casual deed
By hands with laughter bound,
Pluck_ wishes from the clouds
And plant them in the ground

Reach with the rain's long arm,
Wash out some evil gtaln,
Help one falnt heart escape
A lonegome touch of pain,

Pray like an agking child
Wrapped ln the lity's toll,
Aggured that Ged won’'t waste
Seed dropped on stony soil.

~—THRBOFIBLD G, Wuis.

") JURIOR MEETINGS

well that attention be called te the fun
they ean have at home. Sealeet several
Juniors to tell what they do or can do in
their homes te have a geod time. Ad-
vertige this Junior Chautauqua in ad.
vanee and enceurage boys and girls to
bring the things that they have made at
home: canmned goods, needlework, bird-
houses, leathereraft, ete. A progressive
leader ean have an attractive display and
make the Chautaugqua a real success.
Some societies might have an orchestra,
It may be neeessary to assist some of
these Juniers with their part on the pro-
gram, but the time taken will be well
spent., In extreme cages parents or Sen-
ior young people might be drafted to
take some of these parts. The para-
graphs printed under the heading, “Tun
at Our House,” are samples of what
might be given in your Junior society.
These are real experiences that have hap-
pened in hemeg of Juniors,

Fun at Our House
1. “T BAVE my own room and keep all
my things in it. Dad told me T could
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decorate my room any way I wanted to.
It wag lots of fun selecting the kind of
.paper I wanted and the color of paint for
the woodwork. I thoroughly examined
every catalog I could find,  Mother
helped me make eurtaing to mateh ghe
room, and thinks it looks very mice. I
clean. my room every day and give it a
special going over every Friday before
Sabbath, ' Father and mother -always
knock hefore enmfering my room. Bill,
my brother, says he can tell when my

bed isn't wnade, for I always lock my

door. But he goes to school without mak-
ing his bed somefimes, too. I keep all
my clean clothes in the dresser drawers
and my soiled omeg in my lamndry bag.
At timeg I think my room locks neater
than mother’s and dad’s.”

2. “We like music at owr house. I
have a cornet and hike to play it a great
deal. When mother ig busy I can prac-
tico in the front room, but sometimes she
gays, ‘Here, Bob, I am trying to think.
Bon to the garage with that thing’ Sis
can play her old violin all day long, and
it never seems to worry mother, but I
like my eornet the best. It never gets
on my merves. Dad likes i, too. When
he comes home from work he says, ‘Bob,
after gupper let’s play some duels on our
horng! He has a trombome, I enjoy
Friday night best of all. Mother and
sig join us then with the piano and violin,
Clyde is too little to play anything much,
g0 he homg throegh a comb, After we
got tired playing we sing—that is, the
rest of them sing; I usually whistle.”

3. “Ws have lots of good times at our
home. DTad and I leveled off a eroquet
courk in owr back yard and strung lights
out there go we ean have a good time
after supper. Dad works all day and
I'm in school, which means we can’t geb
together except at night. I can play
abont as well as dad now, Batorday
nights we invite our friends over to play
with us. After we get tired of croguet
we pull up the wickets and play volley-
ball. Mother serves lemonade and sand-
wiches, Tt all tastes pretty good too. In
the wintertime we play shuffleboard and
indoor horseshoes in the basement of our
home, Sometimes we make popeorn balls
or pull taffy. But the last time we had
a taffy pull we got taffy on the rug and
on the furnitwre, on mother’s bed, and
jost everywhere. The house was a sight.

- Mother says we can’t have any more faffy
pulls nnless we stay in the kitchen or ge
to the basement.” )

4, “Mother and dad don’t seem to he
able to get along without Ralph and me.
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I get one meal a day, and mother gets
two. It’s fun to eook and learn how to
make all kinds of good things to eat.
One day T thomght I would surprise ev-

eryone and have an apple pie for supper. -

It was a surprise all right. But i turned
out hetter than I expected, and with
some Whipped cream that I put on it, it
looked as good as any you see in the bak-
ery. Of course Ralph declared it was the
Worst thing'he ever tried to eat, but then
he is always malking some bright remark
about my eooking, Mother and dad ate
theirs all right and said it was very good
for my first try. That is, they ate the
pie but not the crust. It was tough for
gome reasom. 1 gmess T kneaded the
dough too long. Mother told me after-
ward that pie erust doesn’t need kuead-
ing. T had overwhelming sueeess with
8panish rice, however. Somehow I got
goo much rice cooked and we had enowmgh
for every meal for a week.

“Liast summer Ralph raised a garden
and T canned some of the vegetables. I
think it's fun o c¢an. I browughi along
some of the fruits and vegetables that T
canned fo show yon. Tere they are.
Ralph looks after the fire and has as
much trouble at times keeping the house
warm a8 I had with my pie erusg, but on
warm days he makes mp for lost time
and nearly burng ug wp. He is deing a
little better now since dad gave him some
pointers on professional firing. T must
admit that Ralph kept the yard leoking
very teat all summer. T helped him with
the flowers.”

5. “One reason I like my home go well
is that I have my buginess there, Father
bought the material, and I built my own.
chicken house. Tt was lots of fun draw-
ing plans and looking over Government
bulleting, At last T had just the plans
I wanted, and started building. After
leveling off the space and digging a
trench for the footings I hired dad to
help me mix and pour the eoncrete.
When thig was done I ordered some baby
¢hicks to be delivered om a certain date.
Next was the building of the chicken
house proper. It tock several weeks, for
T counld work just a little while each day
after school., Dad came in handy here,
too. By the time the chickens arrived I
had managed to have everything ready,
even to the electrie lights and the feed
and water pans. I went to the planing
mill and got enough ghavings for a good
bed; then T put down several layers of
newspaper on top of that. Each day T
removed one layer of newspaper, which
kept the brooder house neat and elean
all the time.

' they had the proper heat.
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“The first few nights I had to sleep in
the chicken house with them to see that
But after that
it was fon to feed and care for them. I
wonld tend to them the firgt thing in the
moming, after school, and just before
going to bed. They were a healthy group
and grew very fast. By the time they
were fifteen weeks old I sold them for a
neat liftle profit and pot some more baby
chicks. I also kept books, se I could tell

how much they cost and how much T had

actnally earned. I have opened a savings -

aceount in the bank and hope to have
enpugh money to pnt me through the
aeademy.” '

6. “We have plenty of interesting
things fo Tead at our home, Sabbath
afternoon I read The Youik’s Instructor
the first thing. Tf it’s a pretty day I
take my blanket and go down to the old

mill pond and read there, and then I

take a walk. But, if it’s a bad, rainy

day T read from some of our M.V, Read- -

ing Course books, With dad’s help we
children buy the Primary, Junior, and
Senior M.V, Reading Coworse books each
year, which gives ng a lot of good stories
for a long time,
ing dad gives me from five to ten dollars
and tells me to select what T want from
the hookstore. I like fo read, but for
some reason. I do not eare for poetry, at
at least when T read it to myself. T like
it a great deal better whem I read it
alond. But best of all, when dad or
mother reads it to uws it’s thrilling. In

the grand old summertime I like to hear.

mother read ‘Green River’ or ‘Knee-Deep
in June, or similar poems, And in the
crisp antumn days I like “When the Frost
Is on the Punkin’ ‘Snow-Bomnd’ is my
favorite in the wintertime. .
“Somefimes dad reads from fhe eti-
guette bock, and then we practice the
snggestions on one another, sueh ag how
to introdnee people and what to do atb
the table. Reeeotly we have been read-

Usually at camp meet-

ing Prophets and Hings for evening |

worship, My, the stories in there arve
80 inberesting. T didn’t think any other
book could be as interesting as Pa-
triarchs and Prophets. We read that one
first. Bub this book seems to be just
about as good. Next we plan to take wp
The Desire of Ages, then Acts of the
Apostles, and, lagt of all, The Great Con-
troversy. Thig will give us a most won-
derful account of man from Adam to owvr
time and on throngh to the new earth.”

7. “Dad iz teaching me how fo drive a
ear, It’s lots of fun., T think by the
,fime I am old enough to have a driver’s
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license I shall be able to drive a ear
very well. He always stops in the drive-
way and lets me put the ear into the
garage. I don’t drive on the street. Dad
ciaims that if I ecan put it into the ga-
rage all right T ought to be able to
handle it anywhere, . T haven’t dented
the fenders recently either, Last sum-
mer dad teok me in swimming every week
and taught me how to swim. We spent
our vacation at the lake, and he showed
me how to rew a boat and paddle a
canpe, start a campfire with one wet
mateh, and piteh a pup tent.

“Tt’s gurprising how mueh dad knows,
The other day I had a report te make in
history class on Patrick Henry., Dad
told me that he had actually seen the old
courthouse in Ianover, Virginia, where
“The Parson’s Canse’ was triod. Then he
told mec about visiting the St. John's
Hpiseopal Church on Broad Bfrest in
Richmond, where Patrick Henry made
his famous ‘give mc liberty, or give me
death’ speech, Dad sat in the very pew
where Patrick Henry was when he made
that speech. The chureh sexton told dad
that chureh services are still conducted
in that church every Sunday and that
visitors from all over the world come
there cvery year. Dad scoems lo know a
lot of history that isn’t in the textbook.”

8. “We have lois of fun af owr house
practicing Christianity. No soft, whiny
baby can be a Christian, It takes a man
with a goed, stiff backboene who is able
to mareh when be wants to sit, fo stand
erect when ho wants to le down, to say
‘No’ when he would like to say “Yes’
Satan, the general on the enemy’s side,
has his fifth columnists everywhere to
weaken.and trap all he ean, A good sol-
dier is constantly on the alert. Just as
every soldier must march and drill to
harden his muscles before he engages the
enemy, the soldiers of Christ must drill
to toughen theirs. Mother says the home
is an ideal place for that. ¥irst, a good
soldier must learn te obey his superior
officers. God is the commander in chief
on our gide, and He has appointed our
parents ag His first lieutenants. Refusal
to obey them is refusal to obey Him, and
‘showing disrespect to them is showing
disrespect to God.

“One time T saw a soldier standing at
attention. He did not move a muscle al-
though a mosquito was biting his ear all
the time. T think it took a real man to
do that, Bince then Clayton and T have
been practicing fo see which one could
be the stillest at worship and the quied-
“est at church. It is an interesting game
at our house to see how quickly we can

The Church Officers” Gazette

adjust ourselves to disappointments,
When we have planned o go on a picnie
and it rains, we see which one can think
of the best thing fo do. Really it is
much more fun than grambling about the
rain, Dad says that some people actually
go crazy worrying about things that can’t
be helped, and if we learn while young to
adjust ourselves to wiluations we will be
better soldiers for the Lerd in the mis-
sion field.”

9. “T like the.pets we have at our
home. TRover somes to meet me every
afternoon whon T ¢ome from school, and
seems to be as delighted as I am that T
am there. ITe meets everyone and gives
him a royal weleome, Dad says dogs are
the thermometer by whieh we ean tell the
disposition of the people who live there.
Tf the dog gives you a friendly greeting
the people there are more than likely
friendly people. But if the dog snarls
and grvowls at you, the people are, no
doubt, cross, erabby folks. Deogs treat
people the way people treat them. T
think a great deal of Kitty Tom too. The
other day T was down on my hands and
knees waxing the floor and Kitty Tom
hopped om my back, lay down, and be-
gan to purr. But of all the pets we have
ever had, T think the twin kids take the
cake, We named them Iuz and Buz.
They were always doing something. They
would stand on their hind fect and walk
around each other, wag their heads, and
dare each other te start gomething.”

10. “Each one of us youngsters has a
mark on the kitchen wall showing how
tall he was on hig last birthday., T would
like to bo as tall and straight as Elder
Smith, our pastor. Mother says iIf T
stand and sit ereet I may be that tall
someday., Sometimes mother lets ug boys
race with books on our head, She says
if we have eorrect posture, it is easier to
balanee them, Whenever T begin fo feel
lazgy as if a eold or something is about
to get me down, mother feeds me apples
or orange juice or something that is good,
It is move fuu than taking medicine, We
have the best things fto eat. I think
mother is the best eoolr in all the world,
We ean eat all we want at mealtime but
nothing betwesn mealg. She says it
would spoil our appetites and upset our
stomachs. Dad says the best way to
keep from taking cold or getting sick is
to wear proper clothes to keep our bodies
warm. If there is a cloud in the sky, he
malkes us wear our rubbers and #ake an
umbrella,  Although he claimg it costs a
lot of money to keep ug in warm clothes,
we always seem to have plenty when cold
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weather comes. Dad says that if the feet
and legs are celd, the rest of the body
cannot do its work properly and we will
be stunted in growth and the girls will
look pinched and old before they are
grown, A cold sbower in tho morning
<certainly puts pep inte a person. After
& brisk rub with the towel you feel like
a million dollars. It is a lot of trouble,
however, to wagh your hands every time
you turn around, but it isn’t ag bad as
being sick and having to stay in bed
‘when the fellows are out throwing snow-
“balls.”

Pleasing Dad

WueN [ was but a iiitle lad, not more than
. lwo ot three,
T noticed in a general way my dad was proud

of me,

He Nked ihe little ways I had, the simple
'thmgs I said ;

Hometimes lLe gave me words of praise,
somelimes he stroked my head

And when I'd done a thing worth while, the
thought that made me glad

Was always that I'd done my best, and that
would piease my 'dad,

I can iook back today and see how proud he
uged to be
When I'd come home from school and say
+ they'd recommended me,
I didn’t understand it then, for schoolboys
. never do,
But in a vague and general way it seems to
me I knew
‘That father took great pride in me, and
wanied me to shing,
And that it meant a lot to hita when I'd
done something fine,

‘Then one day cut of school T went, amid the
great world's hum,

An office boy, and father watched each night
o ste me come.

And I reeall how prouwd he was of me that
wondrous day

When I could tell him that, unasked, the
firm had raised my pay.

T stlil ean feel that hug he gave, I under-
stand the joy

It meant to him to learn that men were
trusting 1n his boy,

I wonder wiill it please my dad?
the thought oceurs
When T am_ stumbling on the paths, heset
. Wwith briers and burs!
He isn't here to.gee me now, alone my race

How oft

run,

And yet gomeday 'l go to him znd tell him
ai]l I've done,

And obt I pray that when we meet beyond
life’s stormy sea

That he may claim the old-time joy of belng
proud of me,

—Trom the (ollected Verse of Edgar A.
Cucst. Qopyrrght, 1934, Tsed by permis-
sion of The Reilly and Lee Company, Chi-
cago, Illinois,
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Keep the Gospel Light
Burning
BY THOMAS A. PILAR
Order of Service

Bowe: No. 79 in M.V. Songs, “Let the
Lower Lights Be Burning.”

Bor1eTURE BEADING (Bee Note to Super-
intendents,)

Praver: By two Juniors.

Durr: Neo. 82, “Living for Jesus.”

SECRETARY’S BEPoRT.

OFFERTORY.
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TaLx: “A Guide for Others.”
Bowg: Ne, 76, “Like Jesus.”
Targ: “A Living Gospel.”
Bong: No. 77, “Just Whore I Am.”
BENEDICTION.

Note to Superintendents

ScripTURE READING: Have five Juniors
recite the following verses for Seriptural
reading—1. Isaiah 60:1; 2, Psalms 119:
.+ 108; 3. Maithew 5:14; 4, Matthew 5:15;

5. Matthew 5:16.

A Guide for Others

“TAKE this box of matehes and this
candle,” said the mother insistently to
her son. “¥ou will sometime nced them.”

“No, we will not need that,” said the
boy as he half relvetantly received the
candle from his mother. Awnd hurriedly
pulting the eandle in his suitease, he
kisged his mother’s hand &nd bade
good-by. The eanille and bhox of matches
were forgotien. Josgé, with two other
boys in their carly teens, joined a party
of about seventy-five people {men,
women, and children) who were going to
work with a road construelion unit at the
tip of northern Luzen, Philippines. It
was stmmer and the three boys wanted
to work and carn some money that would
holp them im their tuition the following
school year. The trip was to last for a
week and was to be done by hiléng. The
boys were not used to walking such a
long distance {250 miles), but they
wanted to have seme adventure, and they
wanted to try. The trip was not too
pleasant, and the way was hard. But it
was a goeed adventure.

At the end of the idifth day the road

ended and the party eniered into a for-
" est. They came to swamps, crossed swift-
running brooks, and passed through ra-
vines. On the morning of the sixth day
the party began the asecent on the moun-
tain, 'The entire mountain was overcast
with thick fog, and then it began to rain
hard. Oh, it wag a torrential downpour!
Often such rains oceur in the mountains
in the tropies. The pathless mountain-
gide was steep, muddy, and slhippery. The
leader of the party thought that they
could reach the side of the mountain he-
fere it would get very dark. IHis ealeu-
lations would have been all right if the
whole party could have walked as fast as
he did. The guide was an expert moun-
tain climber.

But night had come and darkness en--

veloped the whole mountain. No one
couwld see another, and the party was
moving at a snail’s pace. Up in the dis-
tance the shout of the guide could be
heard—“Keep cloge to your right.” Why
should they keep close to the right? Be-
cause at the close left was the edge of

The Chlll‘(.}h Officers’ Gazette

the mountain, and if a person fell, he
would surely be dashed on the rocks

washed i)y the rolling sea. That wag the .

edge of the island. No one knew it ex-
cept the guide.

The party thought te dalt and pass the
night there. It was.a steep ascent, how-
ever, and halting would not be possible.
Everybody was tired. Distressing sounds
were heard—the crying of the childrep
and the splash of the fect in the mud.

Suddenly & shout was heard above ev-
erything else. One of the boys remem-
bered the eandle. “José” he eried,
“where is the candle and box of matches
that your mother gave you?”

Oh, yes, the forgotten candle placed at
the bottom of the suitease! It was
brought out hurriedly and Iighted. ¥Ev-
erybody shouted for joy. The leador held
the lighted candle. Everybody could see
the light and travcel was made much
faster because of the lighted candle.

It was about eleven o’cleck that night
when the party safely reached the valley
below. There they encamped for the
night. The lighted candle saved them
from danger, The three boys talked. to-
gether as they held in their hands the
“almost consumed candle.”

“1t was a good thing, José,” said one
of the boys, “that you took that eandle
when your wmother gave it to you”

“Yes,” said the third boy, “what if you
had not taken it%”

“Someday we shall be like that candle;
we shall be shining lights for others. We
shall consume our lives, like this candle,
in order to guide others,” was the thought
of the boys as they went to sleep. Lit-
tle did they dream the significance of
their statement. )

That event happened years ago. José
died yourg. But God permitted the cther
two boys, brothers, to live longer.

The Seventh-day Adventist message
eame to their home town., The whole
family was converted to the truth.” Both
boys were trained for the ministry.
Today both are workexs, ordained, in the
gospel ninistry. Through their humble
gerviece for the Lord men have been
brought to the truth and churches and
eompaﬁies have been raised up, God has
helped them to become shining lights for
others. They have become like that
lighted candle—a guide for others.

. A Tiving Gospel
Ixn ¢ Corinthians 3:2, the great apostle
Paul wrote these significant words: “Ye
are owr ecpistle written in our hearts,
known and read of alt men.” How true
are these words!

2
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Many pecple in the world today have
Bibles in theitr homes, but they seldom
read them. There are more people who
have mo Bibles or have mever seen any,
And there are many who have Bibleg in
their possession, but are not interested
in reading them. Yet, there is & gospel
that people do read, and that is “the
gospel according fo you”

A twelve-year-old girl living in- the
northern section of the Philippimes at-
tended the tent effort of one of our na-
tional, ordained ministers., The meeting
progressed, and she was. there every
night, and when the preacher emphagized,
or stregsed a point in his sermons and
wished the people to show thekr assent to
the truth, Maria—{for that was her name
—would raise her hand along with the
older pecple.. .

During the last night of the geriés all
those persong whe wished to join the bap-
tismal class were requested to stand. One
of the many who stood wag little Maria,
the smallest and youngest of the group.
The minigtor talked to her for a while
after the meeting, and to his ’surprisé he
found that she understood.every point of
doctrine that had been presented in the
tent. '

A baptismal class was organized, and

Maria faithfully attended it. Though
her home was about two miles cutside the .
town, she would come with her little lan-
tern, sometimes alone, and at other times
with a neighboer companion. The minister.
onee agked Maria whether her parents
would not come with her. She replied
that they did not believe the Seventh-day
-Adventigt Church, and hence, they did
not care to hear the preaching. But they
dic‘i permit her to come.
" Maria was one of the twenty-five who .
were baptized at the close of the meet-
ings. The pastor especially prayed with
and for her, that she would live faithful
and true for Jesus’ sake and for the
truth. )

About a year later the minister vigited
that new church. The first person to
meet him at the door of the little chapel
was young Maria., She was smiling and
her face beamed with joy.

“Pagtor,” she said, “my father, mothex,
grandmoether, and also my younger sister
are now attending the SBabbath sehool
and church. They have been doing it for
the past three months.” ’

“How iy that, Maria?’ asked the pas-
tor.

“Oh!” she said, “I tried fo teach them
what I learned from you, and also I live
the message before them.”

Then she further said, “Will you not
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come home today and find out how much
my people know ahout the message? I
am anxions that you haptize them so
that they will be ready when Jesus
. eomes.”

The worker could not go to Maria'’s
home that Sabbath day, but promised
that he would later.

Two months later the minister came
back again to visit the ehureh and to ful-
fill his promise to the young Seventh-day
Adventist Christian girl. He wenf to Ma-
ria’s home.” Her people were exceedingly
happy to see him. Affer dinner Maria
started the visif, “Pasfor, I would like
you t0 examine my parenis and find out
how much they know about the message
that we believe.”

The minister gladly asked each one
questions, .

“Have you heen reading the Bibled’
asked the pastor of the parents of Maria.

“No,” was the reply.

“Why?” asked the pastor, and they
said, “We do not know how to read.”

Maria interrupted and said, “Please
ask them all the points of our faith as
far ag you have taught me. My parents
do not know how to read.”

And the minisfer did.

Any question that was asked of them,
Maria was pointed to as their open
Bible. 8he lived the truth of the gospel
before her peeple. They read the mes-
sage in her life. She was a living letter
before them, a ghining candle in her
home. The result was that her father,
mother, and grandmother were baptized
that day and joined the ehurch. Later
her aigter followed, Maria and her peo-
ple are still faithful today.

Friends, are we doing as little Maria
did? '

“Ye are our epistle written in our
hearts, known and read of all men.”
2 Cor. 3:2.

W
February 15
Playing a Team Game

BY TEAN CRAGER PLEASANTS

Order of Service

Bowgs ror Topav: Nos. 477, 474, 484,
518, 542, 583, 594 in Christ in Song;
No. 194 in Gospel in Song; or Nos. 62,
57, 83, 85, 60, 70, 36 in M.V, Songs.

OrPENING EXEROISES,

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS BY THE SUPER-
INTENDENT,

STorY: “Gideon and His PBrave Three
Hundred.” (8ee Judges 6:36-7:22,)
The Junior who tells this story should
emphasize the Tesuli of teamwork, ac-
cording to God’s command, among so
fow goldiers,
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Tanx: “Teamwork in Everyday Life.”
PorM: “Team Work.”

STorY: “Doing Your Part.”

TaLK: “Nature Plays the Team Game.”
Srory: “A Lesson From the Minister.”
CrosiNG EXERCISES,

Notes to Superintendents

Co-operation, or “Playing a Team
Game,” will appeal to every wide-awake
Jumior, If ig something he must do every
day, at home, at smehool, on the play-
ground, in the Sabbath school, and as he
grows older, in business, and in the
church, Every hoy and girl needs the
team spirit in order {o develop the right
kind of character.

The two falks should be given by older
Juniors, and original maferial should be
added fo that given in the program.
Each talk may oceupy from three to five
minutes.

Introductory Remarks

What is co-operation-—in other words,
the team game? I’ll tell you. You have
a dollar. T have a dollar, We swap.
Now you have my dollar. I have your
dollar. We are no better off. But—you
have an idea. I have an idea, We swap.
Now you have two ideas. I have two
ideas. Both are richer. Whal you gave
you have. What you got I did not lose
That is co-operation.

If one link in a chain breaks, the chain
is worthless. If one boy on a baseball
team fails to do hiz part, his side may
lose the game. Ome man alome cannot
move a giant log, but twenty men, work-
ing together, can do it eagily.

Let’s learn fo play the team game
while we are Juniors, and we’ll find life
much more interesting! Also we will
have more friends, for everyone likes the
hoy or girl who will work with the team,
instead of pulling in the opposite diree-
tion. .
God expects us to work with Him as
well as with our fellow men, (Ses 1 Cor.
3:9.) Lot us not disappoint Him.

Team Work

I's all very well to have conrage and skilt
And it's fime to be counted a star,

But the single deed with its touch of thrill
Doegn’t tell ws the man you are;

For there’s no lone hand in the game we

play,
We must work fo a bigger schema,
And t];éedthing that counts im the world
oday
I8, How do you pull with the team?

They may sound your praige and cail you
rea

They may single you out for fame,
But you must work with your running mate
Or yow'll never win the pame,
Oh, never the work of life ig done
y_the man with a selfish dream,
For the battle is lost or the battle ts won
By the spirit of the team.

You may think it fine to he praiged for skil,
But a greater thing to do

Is to set your mind and set your will
On the goai that's just in view ;

1t’s helping your feliowman to score
When hig chances hepeless seem ;

It’s forgetting seif till the game is o'er
And fighting for the team,

—EDgAR A. GUHEST,

—From the Collected Verse of Edgar A.
Guest.  Copyright, 1984, Used by permis-
sion of The Reilly and Lee Company, Chi-
cage, Illinois,

u
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Doing Your Part

“WeLn, ‘dere you is. That woman
makes me g0 mad I could bite somehody.”
Della poundod down the front steps of
the Taylor Junior High Sechool.

“Don’t bite us,” said Gloria, “and if
you are referring to Miss Healey, don’t
let her hear you using incorrect English,
even if you are quoting Andy Brown”

“You and Miss Healey just don’t get
along at all, Della,” said Corinne. “I
never have any trouhle with her.”

“I understand it,” snapped Della,

“Bmart lady,” smiled GQloria, “Sup-
pose you enlighten us.”

“Corinne is a sfar pupil in English,
and Miss Healey dotes on hexr.”

“Suppose you seek stardom. There’s
plenty of room at the fop, they say.”

“QOh, Corinne loves English. T hate it,”
Della avowed, .

“T surely do love if,” exelaimed Cor-
inne.

“Yes, but you don’t love mathematics,
and you get aleng well with Professor
Kirby,” added Gloria.

“P'm not going te keep my nose in a
book for any old teacher,” Della an-
nounced. “Besides, there are other things
in Yife. When Y told her that I had a
headache last night and just couldn’t get
my theme in, she said this was the third
time I had heen late with my theme, and
ghe would grant me no more extensiong
of time. She’ll flunk me, you see.”

Bhe saw you at the eoncert last night,”
sald Corrine. “Dick said she sat by him,
and he was three rows behind youn.”

Della’s face flushed. “Do youm suppose
ghe did#’

“How could she help %" laughed
Gloria. “But don’t blame Miss Healey.”

After supper that evening Gloria called
Della on the telephone. “The committes
ig going to meet at my house tonight.
Come over ag soom as you can, . .., What
did yom eay? . .. But tomorrow is a
holiday. No scheol wntil Wednesday.
.« . Oh, all right. Sorry.”

“Can’t she come?”’ asked Corinne,

“Noj she says she bas to study, I’'m
afraid she’s gick,” Iaughed Gloria.

Some woeks later the twe friends were
waiting for Della. Tt was Friday after-
noon, and they planned fo go o the
woods for wild flowers.

“Look! Miss Healey iz coming out
with Della. Do you suppose she is going '
too ¥’ agked Gloria.

“Hope so,” replied Corrine.
lovely.”

The three girls and their teacher had
a. good time that afternoon.

“Well, Della, you and Miss Healey

“Bhe’s
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geem to be getting on fine,” said Gloria
after the pgirls had taken their teacher
home,
“Don’t see how anyone could holp get-
- ting on with her. She’s a dear”
“You dow't say!” exclaimed Gloria
- with moek gravity.

“I do say,” replied Della. “Forget
what I said earlier in the term. I wasn’t
doing my part. No girl ean get on with
her teacher when she doesn't do her
part.”

“You don’t say!” veplied Gloria with
a smile,

Nature Plays the Team Game

JusT one star wouldnt give wmuch
light; but when millions of them shine at
onee, how they do brighten a dark night!

One blade of grass does not make a
lawn. It takes millions of blades of
grass, each in its own place, to make the
living green ecarpets for our lawns and
gardens,

Not ome frog, but many frogs, mmust
co-operate to fill the summer evenings
with those musical croakings which we
might eall “Bullfrog Chorus Melodies.”

Many bees fill the hive in which is

stored the honey we like to spread on,

our bread or pour on our cereal. And
it takes teamwork to fill that hive, fco!

We certainly ought to be as clever
and co-operative as the stars, the bees,
or the frogs. Nature always plays the
team game. '

Teamwork in Everyday Life

Tar large auditorium iy filled with
eager, expeetant people, On the plat-
form sit minety wmusicians, some tuning
their instruments, others arranging the
musi¢ on their music stands, and a few
carefully seanning the audience for a
familiar face. TUshers show lagt-minute
arrivals to their seatg; there is a hum
~ of hundreds of antmated conversations;
the pages of programs are furned, and
add 2 rugtling to the murmur of several
thousand voices.

Suddenty the lights are dimmed a lit-
tle, and all eyes turn to the group of
. mugiciang, who now sit quietly awaiting

the beginning of the concerf, A mement

later the stillness is broken by a burst
of enthusiastic applause ag the conduetor
steps to the eenter of the platform, hows
to the audience, turng to his musicians,
and raises his batom, that little magle
stick whieh will make the music of ninety
men sound like that of one master per-
. former. As he brings down that baton
for the opening notes of a grand sym-

b s
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phony or a sparkling polonaise, each
man watches the leader; and they all
play together. That is teamwork!

At the Chicago Century of Progress
Exposition the General Motors Company
undertook to show its visitors just how
the Chevrolet car is put together. What-
was-to-be-the-car moved slowly along on
a chain, between twe rows of workmen
and workwomen! Each of the workers
had omne particular task to do on each
ear. The teamwork of those workers
produced beautiful Chevrelet ears.

(Other illugtrations should be added,
te eomplete the talk.)

A Lesson Frem the Minister

“T wisHE you would go with us to
chureh today, Ned. You would like Mr.
Kent. Of course Mr. Marden was a
good man and a faithful pastor, but—
I know he didn’t understand young folks
very well,

Ned turned from the window and
nodded to indicate that he had heard his
mother. After several minutes of omi-
nous quiet he slowly shook his head. “No,

- Mother, I don’t want to go to church.

Of courso if you and dad ingist—say I
must k)

“No, Ned; we dont insist. You're
gixteen. I dow't want to say ‘must’; I
want you to decide what’s the right thing
to do. The young people all like Mr.
Kent, and are sincerely co-operating in
the Sabbath school, young people’s soci-
oty, and choir,”

“I know, Mother, but—well, I think
all preachers are a lot alike, and I—
well, T think I can worship better riding
along in the couniry, or by the beach,
where it is beaufiful, than T ean in that
ugly old meetinghouse.”

Mrg. Frager spoke quickly.
ugly, I know, son. Buf the chureh re-
pairs fund is almost made up, and it
will look different soom. Why not help
by 23

“0Oh, Mother, I don’t like chureh!”

Mr, and Mrs. Frazer went to chureh,
and Ned went for a long ride along the
open country road. It was late Septem-
ber, and the leaves were already begin-
ning to turn fto red and gold. There
wag a hint of frost in the.air, which, by
evening, was sSo noticeable that Mr.
Frazer knew that in another twenty-
four hours the standing crops would be
ruined.

Bright and early the-mext morning,
Ned and his father went to the field to
try to-save thelr most valuable crop, the
gweet corn which they raised for the
canning factory. The slightest touch of

i

But Mr. Kent is different.” -
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frost would make it unusable for ean-
ning. .

While the two men worked tirelessly
harvesting the eorn &rop, Mrg. Frazer '
harried from grape arbor to tomato
pateh and then on to the gtrawberry
bed, the eucumber vines, the dahliag, and
the pansies. "By noon she had finighed
the garden and flower beds, and hurried
to the house to fix sandwiches and a re-
freshing drink for the men. Searcely
pauging te eat the light lunch, the men
hurried back to the field; and in spite
of their protests, Mrs. Frazer joined
them there a few minutes Iater. On the
surroupding farmg their neighbors were
also hastily trying to gather in the ears
of sweet eorn -before nightfall, as the
thermometer wag steadily dropping, and
a killing frost had been predicted. )

The Frazers had just returned to the -
field after a sketehy and brief supper, . ~
when a car rattled to a standstill on the
road running aeross that part of the
field, and the minister, Donald Kent, .
jumped out and strode over to the busy
harvesters.

“Good evening, folks!
take it.”

They greeted the pastor, politely paus-
ing in their work fo speak fo him. But
he sensed their nervousmness feo get back
to the corn crop, and quickly stated his
mission. )

“Been. all about. Everybody iz hus-
tling. But most of them are pretty .
well cleaned up now. I’ve been helping ‘
out a little. Can’t I do a bit hered? - |~

“Qh, we couldn’t think of it, pastor,”
protested Mr. Frazer, but before he
could say any mere, Mr. Kent was en-
thusiastically at work, picking the ripe

A busy day, I

pars and tossing them into the basket. A

And as the four worked feverighly, it
kept growing colder and colder. )
" Presently Mr, Kent paused. ¥I say,
do you mind if I run to the house and

call my wife? I want to set her mind at -

rest, as Il be a little late in getting
home.” '

About a quarber of an hour later
shadowy figures emerged from the border
of the Holt woods, which ran along
beside the Frazer pasture aeross the
road from the cornfield. TLwstily sing-
ing a harvest song, they approaehed the
weary pickers, who sfraightened their
backs to see who it was. Mr., Kent kept
on picking, \

“Tt’s the Holts,” sang out Ned.

It was. Mr. Holt, Mrs. Holt, Frank

" (Ned’s age), Carter, the twins, Bart and
Ben, Edith, and Dave.
missing !

Not one was
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“We're looking ' for a job,” called
Frank,

“Welve come to help you speed up
your corn a bit, if you can make room
for suech a mob,” explained Mrs. Holt.

“How did yon know we hadn’t fin-
ished ¥’ asked Mrs. Frazer breathlessly.

“A little birdie # pegan Mr. Holt;
but Mr. Frazer broke in with a tremble
deep volee, “You called him,

in his
pastor.”

Mr. Kent kept right om picking,
“Well, I’d been around and knew who
had their frostable stuff all in, and "

Frank broke in on Mr. Kemt's ex-
pla_né,tion. “We were only too glad you
did. Qught to have thought of it our-
.gelves.  So. many of wve, and only three
here. And Mrs, Frazer looks about tired
enough, seems to mel”

She surely was. And when Ed and
Kate Brent and the Peake boys and their
big farm truck arrived a few minutes
later, she eonsented to go to the house
if Mrs., Holt would go with her. 8o
the two went off together,

Jim Peake turned te the minister.

| “Say, there, Mr. Kent, how's this?
After you helped ug out all afternoon!®

“And us all the forénoon!” chimed in
Kate Brent.

Mr. Kent said nothing, but aections
were speaking loudly.

Many hands make light work, even
when some are small and all are tired,
By eleven o’cloek the corn and fodder
were safe. And just ag the harvesting
wag finished, from the kitehen window
rang out the weleome word, Supperr-rr.
The three meals of ihat day had been
praetically ignored in the feverish haste
to save the crops, and the eall to supper
was heartily received, A merry eom-
pany gathered around the table to enjoy
the good meal which Mrs, Frazer and
Mrs. Holt had prepared.

Yes, it was a merty meal, and a merry
company that after doing it full justice
‘hade the YTrazers good night.

“Rather abrupt to eat and rum, as
beggars do,” laughed Mrs. Bremt.

%Y guspeect they’re glad to have us
be impolite, if they’re as sleopy as I am,”
gsaid Ben Holt, Everybody laughed, and
nobody contradieted,

Ned Frazer walked out to the ear with
Mr. Kent. He steod digging the toe of
hig boot inte the gravel path.

“Fr—heard you wanted anotherstenor
in the chorng, Mr. Kent. If you think
Pd—er——> .

“T do!” supplied his paster, gripping
his ‘hand with a corn-harvesting pgrip.
“Rehearsal Wednesday mnight.”

listened ;
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“T’ll be thers,” said Ned
“And prayer meeting Friday night,”
T be there,” said Ned,
—Adapted from One Frosty Fall Night,
by Minnie Leowa TUpToN,

Cow o
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Heroes
BY THEOFIELD . WEIS

Order of Service

Sowe: No, 54 in M.V, Songs, “A Song
An My Meart.”

PRAYER.

SECRETARY’S REFPORT.

REPORTS.

O¥FFERTORY.

TALE: “AILY

Poem: “A Song of the Rank and File.”

TuproMPIU PrAIsE: “Herces at My
Finger Tips.” (8ee Notes o Super-
intendents, also.)

Reapive: “Dust Against Dust,” p. 10,

Orosing Sowa: No. 53, “Ack Jesus, He
Will Help You?

BENEDICTION.

Notes to Superintendents

The subject teday iz easy to presenmt,
because it lends itself to an endless num-
ber of interests. Give the boys and girls
an opportunity to express their personal
appreciation. If a leader fears the re-
gponse may be too small, he may make
agsigiments before the meetmg. JEach
“praise’” should he only one minute long.

All

S0 many hero stories have come out
of the last few desperate months of
World War IT that the earlier efforts
are almost neglected. But some of those
earlier herees lacked the eonditioning of
the later men. ’ :

On one of the early mornings of these
days a lome ohserver in a seout plane
heard a strange drone of motors. e
he ehecked. His indieators
were correct, There wag no mistake, A
black cloud of disaster had reached out
of nowhere and gwallowed all. One tin-
ute of hesitation meant death. He
turned, he zoomed, he gtruck., But what
was his small eraft against the split-
gecond timing of the enemy’s hard-hit-
ting squadrons. Mis gunner was killed
instantly. When his plane was hope-
lessly riddled with bullets, which took
only minutes of time, Lientemant Dick-
inson took to his parachute. On that
fateful December 7 his weapon was only
a straw against steel. But he did not
run.  He fought until he could not fight
any maore.

When the battleship Oklahoma cap-
sized because of the terrifie bombing she
received in the quiet of Pearl Harbor,
many members of her crew were trapped
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below deek. On these swerving, rolling
waters one man wrote his name for glory
to retain because of his sublime devotion
to his fellows. The men trapped in
one compartment below water had only
one small porthole as a means of eseape.
One by omne Chaplain Sehmitt helped
the men through., He remained to the
last. As his companions started pulling
him up through the narrow opening his
body beeame stuek and would not yield
to pulls. At that moment they heard
the yells of other men «till trapped be-
low. The chaplain urged his rescuers to
push him baek, Again he helped men
up the narrow eseape. Mis second turn
came too late. Al came out—hut not
Chaplain Schmitt. He gave all to save
his comrades. '

A Song of the Rank and Tile

TrovGr 1 be not the captain,
Yet will T bare my sword,
And T will be by my captain’s side,
Wherever he stand, or wherever he ride,
In the battles of the Lord.

Tor though there were captaing many,
What should the captains do,

If there were none of men begide,

To thrust and parry, to march and ride,
And to follow the captains through?

I will not buy with money
The right to idle lie:
I should scorn to give, in {he magk of gold,
The proof of a courage I did not hold,
ecause I feared to die.

But T will give my body,
And I will give my hand,
And the joy of a heart that 1s true to the

cause,
For the King and His grace, the King and
Hig laws,
And be one of the King's own band.

And though I should count my #gilver
Into the captain’s chest,

It ig but to free my good sword arm,

That, nought encumbered when sounds the

alarm,
I may fight, and fight my best,

And though I be not captain,
Yet will I keep my stride,
And the burdens hear of pack and sword,
To march and to battle for the Lord,
Cloge by my captain’s zide.

—ARTHUR W, 8PArDING in Songs
of the Kingdom. Copyrighted
hy the Southern Publishing As-
sociation,

Heroes at My Finger Tips

THE world hag been made a better
plaee to live in because of the umselfish
deeds of many, many {far more than the
pages would hold) men and women.
Let us recall events about some of them:

1. Frvs From THE BIBLE: Joseph,
Moses, Esther, Daniel, Stephen.

2. Fve From S.D.A, HisTory: Wil-
liam Miller, James White, Ellen G,
White, Joseph Bates, J, N, Hagkell,

3. FvE  From IisTory: Abraham
Lincoln, Oliver Cromwell, Cyrus W,
¥ield, Eli Whithey, Isaae Newton,

(RerERENCES :  Books like Turning Points
in Successful Careers, by Thayer; or any
small home encyclopedia ; plus lagt year's
issues of the GAxETTE.)
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SPECIAL NOTICE

February as the time when special consideration is to be given to the CHRIS-

~
THE General Conference officers have designated the firgt Sabbath service im

TIAN HOME as the base of all soul-winning endeavor,

The program for this

service iy prepared by the Department of Eduecation of the General Conference, and

will be found on page 3 of this issume.

Home missionary department secrefaries,

division, union, and conference, gladly co-operate to the fullest extent for the far-
reaching influence of {his important service.—EDITOR.

Sentinels on Guard
BY FRANX H. YOST

during the veceni war because he

had been found asgleep on senfry
duty. e had not slept all the time. If
had beem for, only a fow minutes. But
- those few minutes might have cost the
fives of the entire command. Only a few
minutes of sleep put his unit in serious
jeopardy. A sentry must be alert every
minute in the presence of danger.

The leaders of God’s people throughout:
the organization, but particularly in the
loeal churches and districts, are the sen-
tries. Their responsibility in this regard
. is heavy. Difficulties, troubles, experi-
ence with sim, start small. The begin-
nings of evil often look inmocent. To de-
teet what can become serious, beforve it
becomes serious, takes wisdom and in-
sight. It takes vigilance. To be vigilant
in the presence of the beginnings of diffi-
culties is & duty to be seriously aceepted
and diligently accomplished.

In the Secripfures we find a striking
chalienge to vigilance, as, for example,
the negligence of the householder who
wag aware of the thief breaking into his

& SOLDIER was sentenced to death

house (Matt. 24:43), and the bl;od of
the innocent, staining the garments of
the eareless watchman, of which Ezekiel
speaks in his prophecy, chapter B33,
verge 6,

Principles of Religious Liberty

Endangered

This requirement of vigilance on the
part of the leaders of God’s people ap-
plies to many situations, It eerfainly ap-

plies very specifically and vitally to the

isgne of religious YMberty. The very fact
that attacks upon religious liberty are al-
most invariably very subtle at first, males
emphatic the need for watchfulness. Usu-
ally the moves against freedom do not
appear as divect attacks, They menace
rather the umderlying primeiples. But
unless they are detected and met early,
they may be a2lmost out of baund by the
time they become obvious as afiacks
upon tho exercide of religious liberty, It
takes a ghrewd and aftentive watchman
indeed to detect threats to principles.
But this is exactiy what must be done.
There can be no sleeping at one's post
when the dangers are so imsidious and so
nearly imperceptible.

Let us take a survey of a few inng
cent-looking developments which invoive
threats to genunine religious freedom.-

A eity couneil has passed an ordinance
forbidding the disgemination by spoken
or printed word of anything derogafory
of any race or rveligion. This seems a
noble thing. If seems fair and tolerant.
But a3 a mafter of faet it is a threat to
the exercise of free speech ind free press.
It removes the Tight to protest. It fore.
stalls the right to defend liberty from
attacks .wpon it by racial or religious
groﬁps. Such a law could repress a good
deal of American protest against commu-
nism, because Russia might be directly or
indirectly involved. If could challenge
much free and sound disecussion concern-
ing the proper relationship of the white,

Negre, and Asiatie races. It might eas-
ily put a stop to some preaching, proper
in itself, of hoth Protestaut and Catholie
clergymen. In fact, the application fo
modern living and current problems of
miuch that iz in the Bible would be pro-
hibited by this law. There is need of it
sight to semse these dangers, and both
vigilanee and courage to protest.

There are counties which provide for
trangportation of chmreh school children
free of charge in public school busses.
Sometimes public laws have acfually
made fthis mandatory, and public tax
funds have been used to purchase and
operate additional busses, or even fo pay
the fare of church school children on
highway busses, Sometimes it has been
concessive, and parochial school children
have been carried only when there was
sufficient room in the busses already in
gervice.

At first glance this seems proper and
reasonable, Why should not the county
provide fransportation for parochial
school childron? Their need is as great
as that of publie school children, their
parents have pald the same taxes as the
parents of publi¢ sehool children, the ed-
ueation in both cases is preparing citi-
zens for life in the commumity; so why
not?

The angwer is, There is a fundamental
issue at stake: it constitutes a danger-
ous interlocking of the concerns of the
state and the church, The state is aid-
ing the church.
prineiple whether the state furnishes aid
to the church in eash or “in kind.,” It
does mof matter whether state aid comes
to the church direefly, for its mainfe-
nance and worship, or o its institutions,
or to ifs members, young or old, as reli-
glous people in a religious funetion, In
the final analysis it is state aid for a
function of religion; it is a confusion of
the boundaries of church and state; it is
a menace to religions liberty.

Nome.~-TIt is urged that every local
chureh officer inform the gecrefary of
the Infernational Religious Tiberty As-
sociation, Takoma Park, Washington 12,
D.C., concerning any move which might
infringe upon religious liberty. News-
paper clippings reporting such incidents,
with name of newspaper and date of pub-
liecations are very heipful.—EpITOR.

It does not matter in -
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When the state contributes, it must by
law require an aceounting. The next
gusy step is to demand the right of su-
pervision. The final step would be state
domination over religion. Again we say,
it requires insight to see the dangers,
and vigilanee and courage to face them.

Men influential in certain eircles are
now asking for laws prohibiting the em-
ployment of labor om Sunday. These
laws are not urged for religious reasons.
They are urged for health reasons. But
they invelve a religious institution, Sun-
day observance, Omce the prineiple of
regulation of Sunday observanee ig ac-
cepted and aetivated, no matter what the
grounds, the door is open to other kinds
of regulation of Sunday conduet by the
state. -

These are some of the memaces to the
prineiples of roligious Liberty. They be-
gin loeally; they look immocent. But if
permitted to run full course, they will
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destroy the distinetion Jesus made when
He pointed out the separate spheres of
gervice to Caesar and service to God.
(Matt. 22:21.) They will lead to the
eelipse of the inaliemable rights of free
speech and the free propagation of re-
ligion.

Liberty will ultimately be denied.
Persecution will eome. Buf we must be
watchful and diligent now, lest priceless
liberty be lost before we have done our
part in proelaiming the soon eoming of
Christ. The lines of the final confliet are
now being laid. Every local leader must
be concerned to grard faithfully the lib-
ertics which we exercise, and which as a
religious duty we must continue to exer-
cise for the glory of God.

The statesman Madison said, “It is
proper to take alarm at the first experi-
ment on our liberties.” It is aleo true
that “eternal vigilance is the price of 1lib-

orty.”

Church Missionary Organization

A Study in Church Orpganization
BY ¢. H. OASTLT

Tue divine commission to the church:

to proclaim the gospel in all the
world is a task of sueh Immengity that
the human mind ean but feebly eompre-
hend its meaning.” The third angel’s
meggage must be proclaimed in every in-
habited part of earth. TFhe plan of or-
ganization by which the task is to be
suceessfully accomplished may be com-
pared to a wheel within a wheel, as por-
trayed by the prophet Ezekiel (chapter
1, verse 16). It is also a co-operative
plan, wherein *“they helped every one his
neighbor; and every ome gaid to his
brother, Be of good courage.” Isa. 41:0.
And all things are to be “done decently
and in order.” 1 Cor. 14:40. Many and
varied lines of activity are embraced in
this organization; yet all are so co-
ordinated as to move without frietion.
In this organization the home mission-
ary department of the denomimation
plays an important part, for through it
many streams of activity emanate. From.
time t0 time changes in administration
take place, and unless both the old and

the new leaders are fully informed as fo,

their several duties, confusion may arise.
The accompanying diagram and outline
of organization may gerve as a guide.

Handling Church Fuands
Tu the local chureh there ave two offi-

cers respongible for handling the various
funds of the chureh: the church treas-
urer and the chureh missionary secretary.
Both church officers transact business
with the same loeal eonferenee, where
there is the conference tressurer and the
secretary-treasurer of the Book and Bi-
ble hounse. Each office is separate and
distinet from the other, and yet, with-
out @ clear understanding of what is
involved in each, difficulties may arise,
The church funds consist of tithe, mis-
sion offerings, Sabbath school offerings,
and varipug “special offerings” desig-
nated for migsionary work. The church
treagurer deals with the treasurer of the
conference, while the church missiongry
seeretary deals with the secretary of the
Book and Bible House. These two finan-
cial avenues extend from the chureh to
the conference, and when the two lines
are distinetly undexstood, the transmit-
ting of the chureh funds to the proper
place is aceomplished without eonfusion.

The tithe and mission offerings are
sent to the treasurer of the conference,
and never to the Book and Bible House
gacretary, Nor are the Book amd Bible
House funds ever sent fo the conference
treasurer, exeept inm spme small eon-
ferences where there are few churches,
when sometimes the conference secre-
tary-ireasurer may algo be the Book and
Bible Houge gecretary; but in that event,
the funds are kept separately just as
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where there ate two diffevent individuals
handling the funds,

The reagon for the distinetion between
the two departments is that, whereas the
tithes and offerings are for a specified
purpose, they are never used to purchase
church missionary supplies. The funds
of the chureh missionary seeretary are
made up of money to pay for individual
chureh member subseriptions to period-
icals and orders for books and personal
misstonary supplies.

In order that confusion may nof arise
in the churches over these two depart-
ments, it iz very neecessary for the local
chirch treagurer and the chureh mission-
ary seeretary to thoroughly understand
the nature of the work each is elected to
do. .
‘When a church iz composed of only a
few members, it is gomelimes the ease
that the same individual eares for bhoth
departments; but even so, the funds are’
kept separate, and separate checks are
made out to the two different depart-
ments in the conference ofitce, The funds
of the home missionary depariment have
no relation to the -tithe and missionary
money.

Any newly elected church treasurer
and churech missionary secretary should
be thoroughly imstructed before taking
up his duties. When that iz the case,

‘there is no confliet, confusion, or eross-

ing lines between the two ehurch officers.

“Order is heavew’s first law,” and the
church is go organized that it may fune-
tion perfectly in every respect. The
wheels within a wheel all move and co-
ordinate for perfeection in operation,

Having had many years of experience
in loeal church, conference, and union
work, I have been able to obgerve the
working of these offices and have found
a chart, like the accompanying diagram,
worked out on & much larger scale, very
helpful in explaining the relation of the
two financial phases of church organiza-
tion. Possibly the suggestion may help
gome of the newly elected officers of the
church for the year 1947.

woow

Church Organization
BY H. J., BROWN

(driicle No. 8, Oontinued From
January)

Order and System Required

“Gop is a God of order. Everything
connected with heaven is in perfeect or-
der; subjection and thorough diseipline
mark the movements of the angelie host.
Success can only attend order and har-
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THE CO-ORDINATING PLAN OF CHURCH ORGANIZATION

P ’Book ond
Bible House
Secretory.
Treosurer

Gonference
Secretory-.

Treosurer

¢ drranged by €. H. Castle)

1. Basis of Organization:

Eze. 1:16: Wheel in middle of wheel
Isa. 41:6, 7: Pergsonal co-operation
I Cor. 14:40:

II. Essentials:

All things “done- decently and in order.”

Devotion {Converted, Carefulness, Ability)

Promptness
Thoroughness
Leadership
Keeping Records
Ordering SBupplies

Remittances (Conferences; Book and Bible House)

II1. Officers:

Presgident,
Seeretary-Treasurer

Relation

Sabbath School Department Each Other
Missionary Volunteer Department of to and
Home Migsionary Department Officers Churches

Field Becretary

Iv, [President
. Secretary-Treasurer
Duties of [Book and Bible House Relation
Conference “Home Missionary of
Officers Departmental Missionary Volunteer Churches
Babbath School
L Field Work
Church
Treasurer
V. ( Blder Relation of and to
Treagurer Church Missionary
Dutiss of | Clerk HBecretary
Church Deacons
Officers Deaconessey . Tithe
Home Misgionary Funds of the j Offerings
Sabbath School Church .Church Missionary
| Missionary Volunteer Supplies

and

{Ccmference Secretary-Treasurer
to

Book and Bible House Secretary-Treasurcr

1

Chureh

Eaxplanation of Diagram.—The large eivele represents the conference as a whole, composed of the local churches within

its area.

and the Book and Bible House secretary-treasurer.

The two ecireles of equal size Tepregent the connection between the treasurver of the conference, secretary-treasurer,
The small circles repregent the churches in the cenference, and from

these ecireles two lines extend—one reaching the conmference treasurer’s office, and the other the office of the Book and Bible
House gecretary. The funds flowing through these avenues are as separate and distinet as though the two offices in the con- -
ference were in different sections of the ecomference territory.

monious action’ —Patriarchs and Proph-
ets, p. 376,

" «All who desivs the co-operation of
the heavenly messengers, must work in
unigon with them, , .. Never will these
heavenly messengers place their emdorse-
ment upon irregularity, disorgsnization,
and disorder.”—Testéimonies, vol, 1, pp.
649, 650.

Avoid Spasmodic or Impulsive Action

“Spasmodic efforts will do little good.”
—Testimonies, vol, 9, p. 45. ‘

“The trae Chrigtian works for God,
not from impulse, but from prineiple;
not for a day or a month, but during the
whole period of life.”—Ibid., vol. 5, p.
303.

“Tt is the privilege of averyome to
say, ‘I will carry out my Captain’s ordery
to the very letter, feeling or mo feeling:
I will not wait for a happy semsation,

for a mysterious impulse) T will ‘say,
‘What are my orders? What i§ the line
of my duty? What says the Master to
me¥ "—Rewisw and Herald, April 9,
1389, )

Group Organization

& dn ermy. “The Lord Jesus desires
the members of His chureh to be an army
of workers, laboring for Him according.
to their varied ecapabilities—Medical
Ministry, p. 316, (Italies mine.)

b. Companies. “The formation of
small eompanies as 2 basis for Christian
offort has been presented to me by Omne
who cannot err.”—Testimonies, vol. 7,
pp. 21, 22,

“Let there he in every church, well-.
organized companies of workers to labor
in the vicinity of that chureh-—Chris-

tian Service, p. T2,

“Let companies now be quickly organ-

ized to go out two and two.”—Medical
Ministry, p. 303, ¥

“He [Jesus] commanded them te make
all sit down by eompanies upon the gresn
grass, And they sat down in ramke, by -
hundreds, and by fifties.” Mark 6:39, 40.

¢. Bands. “Form a band of workers
- vand put forth unmited action”—
Christion Service, p. 34,

In anéient times the organization of
bands of “wise men” wag followed under
the leadership of Moses, In Deuteron-
omy 1:15 we read: ©“I took the chief of
your tribes, wise men, and kuown, and -
made them heads over you, captains
over thousands, and captains over hun- -
dreds, and captains over fifties, and eap-
talng over tens.”

d. Individual Efori. “All heaven is
looking with intense interest upon the .
church, to see what her individual mer-

L,
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bers are doing’—Tbid., p. 89, “Every
sanetified heart will be pressed into serv-
ico as an nstrument of divine power.'—
Ibid., p. 11.

Territory Organization

The following exesrpt from the beok
entitled Hvery Member Evangclism, by
J. E. Conant, is to the point: “When
the ILerd systematieally divided the
world field inte feur distrviets and com-
manded the disciples to bear the message
gimultaneously te Jerusalem, Judea, Sa-
maria, and ‘the uttermost part of the
earthy He gave us a definite program
by which every lesser fleld, down to the
smallest, is to be systematized for the
work of witnessing, We are anthorized,
net to say commanded, to divide the field
in which wc ave located, and into which
we are to go with our testimeny, inte
such districts as will enable us system-
atically to eover the whole world with onx
message.—Page 36.

Objectives of Church Missionary Or-
ganization

1. Every member a victorious Chris-
tian.

2, Every member a soul winner.

3. HEvery chureh organized for service,
This means that in every church there
is a—

Church mlssmnary leader.

Church missionary seeretary.

Church beard functioning as a mis-

sjionary commities.

Regular wmonthly wmissionary service

conducted.

Weekly missionary service conducted.

Definite program of missionary aetiv-

ity in cperation.

Tra,mmg classes for varioug lines of

service,

Missionary Volunteer Society.

Doreas Benevolent Serviee in opera-

tiomn.

Duties of the Church Boeard of Mis-
sionary Committee
1. A regular monthly meeting of the
ehureh board, No army ean win without
leadership, and the church board is the
responsible direeting body of the ehurch
for all ity activity. The church board
should lay out a definite program of mis-
sionary work for each month of the year.
2. A4 missionary leader in every church.
Thig leader may or may not be ome of
the elders of the chureh, but in order for
the missionary work to have the strong
and intelligent leadership required for
the fullest suceess of the work, a mission-
ary leader should not be burdened with
any other responsibilify in the church.
8. Regular observance of the weekly
missionary service. The church mission-
ary service should be observed regularly
each week, in order to give opportunity
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to keep before the church a simple hut
permapent program of soul-winning ae-
tivity,

4, Regulor observance of the first-Sab-
bath missienary service. The first-Sab-
bath misgionary service sheuld be regu-
larly observed, the service being devoted
te a consideration ef the topies ocutlined
in the CuvrcE OFPICERY GAZETTE.

5. Band orgaenizalion kept inlact. The
regular missienary band organization
should be maintained througheut the
vear. The class-band form of organiza-
tion usges the Sabbath school classes as
the missienary bands, the teacher, .or
some other member of the class, serving
as the band leader.

6. Service companics organiged. There
sheuld be units of serviee for the study
of specific lines of werk. These service
companies cover Bible {raining, Ntera-
ture ministry, medical missionary work,
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and home-foreign work, Where but one
or two of these service company organi-
zations can be perfected, we suggest that
the Bible-training company be made
first, fellewed by the literature or the
medieal-migsionary company, All feur
lines of specific work should be earried
on wherever possible.

7. District the terrétory. The territery
that is to serve as the evangelistic field
for tho church should be carefully dis-
tricted, so that each member will under-
stand hig field of labor, in caze he is to
cover other territery in addition teo that
adjacent to his home.

8. Loy-preaching efforts. The church
shiould definitely plan to enlist capahle
laymen to hold cettage mectings or eon-
duct public efferts whenever an interest
Lkas been aroused by Iterature distribu-
tion er other missionary activity.

(To be continued)

e e e
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Observations in a Railway Station

TraIN connections necessitated several
hours’ delay af the railway station in
one of the larger ecitles of the Northwest.
Although on one of the main lines of
overland travel, this partieular station
was not fitted up with newsstand or dis-
plays of the many knickknacks and scu-
veniry which tempt the traveler during
idle moments. There was simply nothing
to buy, and the hours hegan to drag
monotonously.

Suddenly came the thought—“How
about the Seventh-day Adventist Read-
ing Rack? The headquarters of the eon-
ference is located in this eity, and surely
there must be a ‘Free Literature’ reading
rack somewhere,” So the search began
around the walls of the waiting voom.
Suddenly, in an alecove at ome side of
the room, almost hidden behind the ticket
office, a quartet of racks of various sizes
and shapes were discovercd hanging
along the wail, A heterogeneous assort-
ment of printed matter bulged over the
edges of the various compartments in a
most digorganized, uninviting manner.

“Well, this iz interesting,” I thought.
“T wonder what these literature racks
represent and what they eontain!” Only
one other person, an elderly man, seemed
to have any interest in that partieular
corner, and he was standing at a windew
near by, cxamining a handful of leaflets
and papers whieh he had evidently se-
lected from the racks, - s

‘lower front panel.

“Tf only these meighberly tract racks
could speak,” T thought, “what sad tales
they might tell of negleet, of emptiness,
of disappointed visiters who found noth-
ing to earry away, of the menectony of
wearing the placard ‘Free Literature,’
‘Take Ome,’ ‘Help Yourself,” only to he
ignored and hastily passed by.”

But desiring te be fully informed con-
cerning these fomr literature depositories
in a row, I stepped up te the first one
and found it offered an assortment of
Christian Science literaturc. It was a
neat rack, well made and seeurely fas-
tened to the wall, with the woxds “Chris-
tian Science” plainly painted along the
The literature was in
fairly geod shape, and quite vecent as to
date; but the spaee was only partly
fifled. The next in line was a smalier,
metal arrangement, containing small leaf-
lets of varied mature printed and circu-
Iated by a gospel traet concern, Some
of these leaflets looked interesting, and
the titles were suggestive, so I pocketed
a few. Next in line hung the Baptist
Literature Rack, partially filled with cur-
rent publications, Last in line was the
Seventh-day Adventist Literature Rack,
but it was far from being modern in
type, and the words “Seventh-day Ad-
ventist” had almeost disappeared from
sight.

In this raek I found a mixture of all
kinds, mueh of which was entirely for-
eign to the denominational literature
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family, It would seem that handfuls of
«old paper and rubbish had for some rea-
son found a ledging place in this partie-
‘wlar rack. T dearched carefully for some
familiar titles. There were'a few coples
of Good News, much out of dale, a fow
of our magazines, and ohe or two period-
icals which bore the date of 1938. It
was Indced a poor, deserted stamdard-
bearer of truth, standing off in the cor-
ner with searcely a flicker of light to
" attract atlention. Somehow I felt sad
and depressed ag I turbed to leave thig
barren and negleeted wooden friend whoe
had long ago been dedicated as a bearer
of the third angel’s message to the
througs passing to and fro in this West-
cra depot,

But I stepped over closer fo the old
gentleman who was examining his selee-
tions from the wvarious racks, ag I was
curious to see what had appealed to him.
Laying asidé the tracts and the papers
he had examined, he picked up a small
hook, which appeared Lo be one of the
World’s Crigis Scries numbers, and I
strained my eyes to make sure. Yes, the
title was The Markod Bible—ecvidently
the only lhing that appealed to him.>
Putting the book into his pocket, he went
out through the door, erossed the tracks,
and foliowed a narrow path out through
the vacant lot leading to hig abode. It
made me happy to see ome of our own
truth-fifled publications geing forth to
the front line of duty, but there ought to
have been many more books, magazines,
pericdicals, and tracts in the Seventh-
day Adventist literature rack awaiting
the next explorer in scarch of good read-
ing matter.

An action taken at the Fall Counecil of
1046 reads as follows: “We recommend,
That the project of placing Iract racks
i public places be reviwed.” Thig im-
portant recommendation must not omly
stand on the permanent record of our de-
nominalional advance, but must be put
into actual practice. This will invelve
two definite things. TFirst, we must de-
vise 2 new and modern container’for lit-
erature, suitable for permanency in rail-
way depots, bus depots, and other public
places. There i need of some Spirit-
filled workman who will devise a conven-
jent and attractive literature raclk, OId
styles and methods will not suffice, Many
new materials are being discovered and
put inlo everyday use along all practical
mechanical and household lines, guch as
plastic, fiberboard, aluminum, cte.—pro-
viding minimum weight, strength, and
durability, Any person whe can devise
a svitable traet rack for public usge will

vleers are wanted.
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meet a great need, and the General Con-
ference -Home Missionary Department
will be happy to get in touch With him.
The seceond necessity im earrying out
the General Confsrsnce recommendation
is to select the proper person, either
brother or sister, to aceept as his missich
field the literature racks stationed in the
eity or loeality of the church. There
must be regular visits with fresh sup-
plies of literature. Never allow any but
the Iatest and best truth-filled DMerature
to be offered to the public through the
publie tract rack. Prompt, diligent, and
comscientious service im behalf of Hev-
enth-day Adventist literature racks ev-
erywhere, is an iteresting and fruitful
phage of missionary endeavor, and volun-
Grace D. Macs.

weoow

Results Attending the Library
" Reading Course Plan

Ty following symposium of experi-
onces is furnighed by Blder DeWitt 8.
Osgooed, pastor of the North Side Indian-
apelis, Indiana, Seventh-day Adventist
Chureh, and if the adage that “the proof
of the pudding is in the cating” holds
irue, none can fail to be convinced of the
merits of the Library Reading Course
plan, as organized by Pastor Osgood, and
which he has explained move I detall in
articles appearing in the Mome Mission-

ary Department seotion of the GAzrTTE

for October and November, 1948, It
wounld be weil to look up these ayticles
and becomoe thoroughly familiar with the
pian. It iz hoped that this plan may
soon be adapted to every part of the
world field and become a definite part of
home migsichary endeavor,

At the time of the TFall Council of
1946 the following action was recorded
as the united sentiment of home mis-
sionary department leaders in the North
American Diviston: “We believe there
are merits in the Library Readwng Course,
when properly conducted, and we recom-
mend that those who wish to further. de-
velop the plan should contact the Lake
Union Conference for information and
supplies.”

Symposiuom

1. A conference Bible instruetor of
long experience recoghized the advan-
tages of the Library Reading plan and
put it into operation in connection with
her work, Her testimonial follows: “Ag
a Bible ingtruetor I have often wished
that we might impart the truth more
quickly to our readers. The Tibrary
Reading plan provides the way to do
this. Out of a group of twenty-five of
my readers who have completed the Li-
brary Course, cleven have been baptized,
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and four others arc keeping the Sabbath.
Surely the Holy BSpirit iz using this
method to bring the light of truth to
honest hearts,”

2, “Fer twenty years X was the church
missionary secretary of the Indianapolis
North Side Churek. During this time
the echureh distributed thousands of tracts
and spent many thousands of dollars for

literature with praectieally no apparent -

results. Since we adopted the Library
Reading Course plan, I persomally ean
point with joy to six people who have
been baptized as a result of my work,
and T am expecting others to take their
stand soon.”

3. *“1 wanted to do something for God, -

but I was new in the church. I knew the
mesgage was Tight, but I couldnt re-
member where the texts were found in
the Bible. The Library Redding Course
solved all my difficulties, and now two of
those to whom I have given the books

are baptized Seventh-day Adventists, and.

others dre deeply interested.”

4. “The Library Reading Courss brings
-new experiences each week. I have two
neighbors reading the books. Omne ‘was
reading the second book and the other
the fourth book. The one to whom I had
given the second book couldn’ wait for
the light on the Sabbath, and when she
learned that her neighbor had the fourth
book, ghe borrowed it. Then they came
over to my home, and we spent five hours
studying the Sabbath question. Now
they are attending church.”

5. “The book-a-week plan was too slow
for mo; I could hardly wait for the next
book. The reading guidance helped me
to understand what I read. The plan is
so simple I could not help but believe the
answers L wrote down mysclf, and there
was no other choice but to obey. I am
now a member of the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church and am urging others to
follow the Library Reading Courge plan.”

6. “We introduced the Library Read-
ing Course to a Catholic woman. Over
and over and week by week she would
express her enthusiasm, saying, ‘This is
the most wonderful thing I have ever
come in eontact with.” This woman’s gis-
ter, also a Catholic, read the books, and
as a result both aecepted the truth step
by step as it was presented, and now they
are baptized members of the Indianapo-
lis North Side Chureh,”

7. “When we read the third bock we
were convinced -that the seventh day is
the true Sabbath, and so we .checked the
meditation in the book outline and
started keeping it. When we finished the
course we went forward in baptism.”

8. “ITere I am a Seventh-day Advent-
ist beeause of the Library Reading
Course. I hesitated at each step, but as
I filled out the book outlines, each an-
swer became my answer. 1 feared lest
someons would overmfluemee or impose
upon me, so depended upon the book out-
lines entirely tc setile the controversy
that raged within, I think every bock is
esgsential. It wag when I finighed the
gixth book, Prove 4l Things, that I de-
cided to join the ¢hureh.”

9. “I started to follow the Voice of
Prophecy lessons, but had given them up.
Months went by, and then someone called
on me and suggested that I take the, Li-
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brary Reading Course. This study has
brought vietory into my life. I am
thrilled with the truth so .elearly pre-
sented. I do mot see how amyone can
read the books and not be o Seventh-day
Adventist. No one will ever know how
mueh it hag done for me”

10. “T cehecked and double checked the
book outlines, then when I was fully eon-
vinced, I would write in the answers,
God gent me the Library Reading Course.

Just two months-andmineteon-daysalioro. ., ..

reading the first book, I was baptized.”

1l. “I have been in the message thirty-
geven years and have never found such an
pasy way to present the truth to the peo-
ple. Not only has the work been eagy,
bt it affords great joy and satisfae-
tion.”

12. T am a little slow in making de-
cisiong, and want to be sure; but the Li-
brary ﬁeading plan permitted me to read
ag I felt inclined, and left me free to
make my own decision., Now I am a
Seventh-day Adventist and am frying to
get my friends to study the message of
truth and umite with the ehwrch.” .

13. “Cireumstances prevented conver-
gation with the persom who called each
week, but the books and book outlineg
sufficed to answer my inguiries. The Bab-
bath truth was the most wonderful thing
I had ever heard. No one needed to urge
me to keep the Sabbath. T inguired
where the Seventh-day Adventist church
was located and came on my own ac-
count. The book outlines made me anx-
jous to obey., If it had mot been for the
Library Reading Course I might never
have known of God’s message for today.”

14, “The Library Reading Course in-
trodueed the truth for this time into owr
home and inte our neighborhood. Now
we are Seventh-day Adventists and glad
of it. Thank God for the Library Read-
ing Course,”

15. “The Library Reading Course has
changed my whole life. After reading
the book called Qur Lord’s Eeturn, I im-
mediately wanted to vead further. After
checking and reading the third book, The
Marked Bible, my eyes were opened to
many precious truths, most of all the
rightful observange of the Bible Sab-
bath, the seventh day. I had been greatly
confused by the other e¢hurches, and now
the Library Reading Course has made all
things plain. Thank God that He sent a
layman 1o my door with this plan”

16, “Today I am a Seventh-day Ad-
ventist becamse of the Library Reading
Course, I found the books far more
thrilling than the wild-West magazines I
had been reading.” ’

17. “Three of us took a book and book
ontline and checked everything as we
came to it—each of us making our own
decisions as we went along. When we
came up to the point of decisiom, the
other two girls made ap their minds to
obey the Lord and join the church, but
it took two weeks for me to fully make
up my mind to go all the way. My heart
overflows with thankfulness for the Li-
brary Reading Course.”?

18. “The Library Reading Course has
changed my life completely, It is worth
thousands of dollars to me and my hus-
band, I have started eight people on the
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course, and will wateh to see how they
get along”? .

19, “I had been praying that the Towd
would send more light on the study of
His Word and then the Library Reading
Course was hrought to me, After reading
the third book I began keeping the Sab-
bath, and in just three months and nine-
teen days from the time I received the
first book I was baptized.”

W

Planting the Seed Which Pro-
duced a Growing Church

QUT of Jemning's Gap, in the Appala-
chian Mountains of Vieginia, a young
man ventured forth on what seemed to
him a long journey, to visit his married
sister living in Hagerstown, Maryland.
TUnkpown to him, the sister had embraced
the truths taught by Seventh-day Ad-
ventists, and during his visit this sister
wag faithful in improving every opper-
tunity to present the truth to her brother.

On returning to the mountain lumber
camp In Virginia, where he and his two
brothers spent the long winter evenings,
he explained what his sister had taught
him, and many Yvely discussions of
points ‘of doctrine enswed. But truth
triemphed, and a home Sabbath school
was started in the commumity. Soon two
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of the brothers decided they would go to
Hagerstown and get a minister to come
and teach them more fully. The minis-
ter, however, ecould stay only a short
time; but it was apparent that the inter-
est was sufficient to warrant holding an
evangelistic effort. This resulted in the
organization of a chorch of about one
hundred members in the eity of Staun-
ton, Virginia, Constant growth and prog-
ress have attended the believers there,
and at present there is a beautiful stone
church building, dedicated clear of debt.
This chureh never fails to reach itg goals,
and has been a continmous banner and
pennant Sabbath school from the start.
‘What if the sister had failed to plant
seeds of truth in the heart of her visiting
brother? What has been accomplished in
Staunton indicates the importanee of
faithful witnessing te truth on the part
of every belisver. We have the assurance
that “were every one of you a Hving mis-
sionary, the message for this time would
gpecdily be proclaimed in all eountries,
to every people and nation and tongue.”
—Testimondies, vol. 8, p. 438, The short-
ness of time in which to work makes it
imperative that every chureh member jm-
prove every opporfunity to scatter seeds
of truth. R. F, Woons,
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A Youthful Preacher

OvVER in Newell, 8t. Elizabeth, Jamaiea,
eleven-year-old Ashton Parchment is busy
preaching the message. One night a few
months ago after they had retired, hig
mother heard him exclaim, “Praige the
Lord, hallelujah!” His mother, thinking
that perhaps he was talking in his sleep,
called to him, inguiring what the malter
was, He replied that Jesus had come to
him and had ingtrueted him to go out
and tell his neighbors that the Saviour’s
coming is near and they must prepare to
meet Him.

The following day Ashton was eager
to go out, but his mother did not take
the matter seriously and refused to go
with him. He pressed her day after day
until she gave him permission to go ount
alone. He went out with his Bible and
began to study with his neighbors, until
one day an older sister went along with
him to see what he was doing. She re-
turned home and begged his mother to
go with him, for the Lord was surely
using him to give the message te the
people,

Little Ashton has sinee been holding
megtings in near-by districts and attract-
ing large crowds. Sometimes the erowd
is so large that folk are compelled to
climb up in trees to cafch a glimpse of
the little preacher, Many are giving =e-
rious thought to his messages, especially
gince they know that he is from a very
poor home and his mether iy unable to
read. He preaches real sermons, taking
his texts from the Bible, which he finds
great joy in studying. His sermons take
in the prophecies of Daniel, the sccond
coming of Christ, repentance, conversion,
gbe. Thus God is using a simple child to
eonvinee men of His speedy return.

A letter just received from a confer-
ence worker, gives the latest information
regarding the boy’s aetivities:

#Aghton preachss on suweh gubjeels as
the ¢oming of Christ, repentance, the law
of God, and the Sabbath. He is often
mvited to go to other places to preach.
At the beginning of his work he told his
mother what he planned to do. She tried
to prevent him but eould mnot, and it is
now believed that God is wsing him. His
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teachers in the day school speak highly
of him and have offered to give him
-gpecial lessons, :
Jhumble home, we fesl that this. boy. is

Though he is from a

truly a servant of God and is doing a

.good work.”

W
“Not Quite Bright”

Mg. HoMmER RODEHMEBAVER, of inferna-
tional reputation as a singing evangelist,
tells the following story about a hoy who
sang in his choir.

“Joey was considered ot guite bright.
He would never leave the taboernacle un-
2 he had shaken hands with me. He
would stand right beside nie until the
last person had gonc, in order to do this.
Sometimes it was embarrassing, But one
evening a man came up to have a word
with ms, He said: ‘I want to thank you

.for being so kind to Joey. He ign’t quite

bright, you see, and he has never had
anything in his life he enjoyed so much
as coming here to sing in the choir, He
has worked hard all day in order to be
ready in time to come herc at night and
sing. He has kept coaxing us to come;
and it is through him that my wife and
I and our five children have DLecn led to
the Tord. Joey’s grandfather, seventy-
five years old, who has been an infidel all
hig life, and his grandmother, have come
here tonight; and now the whole family
is converted.’ *

How often God chooses ‘“‘the foolish
things of the world to confound the
wise,” and the “weak things ... and base
things . . , and things which are despised

. : that no flesh should glory in His
presence.” “Not quite bright” Joey be-
came the instrument in God’s hands for
leading the family to Christ. God “moves
in a mysterions way His wonders to per-
form.” Let ws never despise the day of
small or humble things.

W

Unexpected Drafts on the Bank of
Christian Experience

Many a professing Christian rests se-
cure in the knowledge that he iy a mem-
ber of the church, faithful in the per-
formance of membership requiremonts,
but not realizing the shallow depths of
hig own personal soul-winning influence
until face to face with some sudden
emergency. Happy is that Christian who
is prepared to reach out a helping hand
to a sonl in despair, dying without hav.
ing made peace with God; and sad in-
deed is he who finds that profession ig
not thoroughly grounded in actual con-
nection with the Bourece of spiritual
power, and that he hag failed fo fill his
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heart with the Word of God and has
nothing to be brought to remembrance in
time of need.

The Christian is God’s ambassador to
men; he is to be ever ready to give an
angwer of the hope which fills his own
soul and to Lift ont of the pit of sin those
struggling in darkness and despair; he is
to be “instant in season, out of season,”
witnessing to the power of salvation in
his own life and pointing the way to
Christ, He may not be called to preach
a germon, but he may suddenly be called
to reseue a perishing soul. As thrifty
depositors in commercial banks see to it
that their balanee is always at a safe
margin, so the Christian should make
sure that in the bank of Christian experi-
eneo he maintaing a safe balanee for any
sudden emergency.

The story is told of an experience
which eame to Edward Bok, the noted
editor, at a time when he was vigiting
the. battleficlds of Framce. One eveniag
as he was strolling about, a Red Cross
nurse came to hitm and explained that
she had two severely wounded boys in
what remained of an old hut, that they
wel'e both from Pennsylvania and had ex-
pressed a great desire to see Mr. Bok, as
he was a resident of their home State.

“Neither ean possibly survive the
night,” said the nurse.

“Do they know that?” asked Mr. Bok.

“Oh, yes, buf, like all our boys, they
are lying there joking.” .

The nurse led Mr. Bok info what re-
mained of a room in a badly shelled
farmhouse, and there on two roughly
congtructed cots lay the boys. Their
faces had been handaged, so that nothing
was visible except the eyes of each boy.
A candle in a bottle standing on a box
gave ont the onty light., But the eyes of
the boys were smiling as Mr. Bok came
and sat down beside them, We talked
with the bhoys, got as much of their
stories from them as he eould, and told
them such home mnews as he thought
might interest them.

After half an hour he rose to leave,
whern the nurse said: “There iz no ome
here, Mr, Bok, fo say the last words to
these boys. Will you do it%” The visi-
tor, a professing Christian, stood trans-
fixred. He felt as if he stood stripped be-
fore his Maker,

“Won’t you, please, sir?”’ asked the
boy on one of the cots as he held out his
hand. Bok took i, and then the hand of
the other boy reached out. What to say,
he did not know. Then to his surprige he
found himself repeating texts of Serip-

ture which he had not read for years;
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but here: was the subeonscious gelf sup-
plying material for his greatest need.

Then he remembered that just before
leaving home he had heard a beautiful
song about the passing of souls into eter-
nity.
wondered why he had put it into the wal-
let that he carried with him.

He took it out mow and, holding the
hands of the boys, he read:

“I'or the passing souls we pray,
Baviour, meet them on théir way;
Let their trust lay hold on Thee
Hre they touch eternity,

“Iloly coungels long forgot
Breathe a%ain ‘mid shell and shot;
Through the mists of life's Iast pain
None shall look to Thee in valn,

“For_the pagsing souls we pray;

Saviour, meet them on their way.

Thou wilt hear cur yearning call,

Who hast Ioved and died for all.”

Absolute stillnegs reigned in the Toom,
save for the half-suppressed sob from
the nurse and the distant hooming of the
cANNON,

Asg Mr. Bok finished reading, he heard

one of the boys say slowly: “Saviour—
meet—me—on—my-—way,” with a little
emphasis on the word my. The hand in
his rolaxed slowly and then fell on the
cot, and the life of another brave Ameri-
can boy was ended. But a ray of hope
and frust illuminated the arkmess, and
He who said, “Flim that cometh to Me I
will in no wise east out,” is ever ready to
meet the prodigal on his way home.

B

Beware of Spiritnal Optical
TMusion

HAVE you ever been seated in a train

standing still in the station and, looking’
out of the window, as the train on the’

next track began to move, got the im-
pression that your train had started and
was moving in the opposite direction;
then suddenly you found that you were
standing still al! the time? T

Such optical ilugion is very common,
and it may be repeated in our Christisn
experience.
destruetion, fiying by so swiftly that it
may seem to you that you yourself are
going in the opposite direetion. Bug
watch carefully,. You may find, unless
watchful, that all the time you are stand-
ing still, or even moving slowly in the
game {irection as the world, while the il-
lugion makes you feel that you are going
the other way. Let us make sure that we
are aboard the right train, headed in the

right direction, and are keeping pace -

with the advent movement, It iy when
we stand still that we become confused,
The gospel frain is swiftly moving to-
ward the Celestial City,

e had asked for a copy of it, and -

The world is moving fast to °

i
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Note to Leaders: Plan for the regular ten-minute weekly service to follow the

Sabbath school.

This should never be a preaching service.

Three minules should be

used for getting reports, four minutes for presenting material in the. GAZRTTE, and the

remeining three munutes for personal testimonies or ewperiences.

You observe that

this gives no exire time for singing or sermoneties. This service should not be allowed

to run longer than TEN MINUTES.

February 1

INFLLUENCE OF THE CHRISTIAN
HOME

Every home has an influence either
for good or for evil. The Christian home
stands as a tower of blessing; its in-
fluence extends to the neighhorhood as
a whole and to the wider community in
proportion to the true spiritual mold
reflected in the livos of the members
of the family. Profession alone is not
gufficient. What neighbors look for and
expeet in us is the demonstration of
true, honest, unaffected, humble, Chris-
gian character., United effort on the part
of every member of the family is re-
quired for a well-ordered Christian home.

The world is watching Seventh-day
Adventists, to see wherein their lives ring
true to their profession. A eextain family
moved into an Adventist community.
The man went to the lumberyard to get
a load of lumber, After selecting his
material he went into the office and an-
nounced to the merchant that he was
“fpom the Adventist commumity,” and
wished to have the lumber charged to his
account, He wished to give the impres-
sion that he was an Adventist, but he
was not. Having every confidence in
Seventh-day Adventists, the merchant at-
ranged for the opening of the account,
and the customer drove off with the
lumber. But before he got out of sight
he bhegan to smoke a cigar. This was
observed by the merchant, and he im-
mediately sent word to the man to Te-
turn with the lumber, saying, “You are
not a Seventh-day Adventist! If you
were you would not be smoking. ¥You
must either pay for the lumber, or leave
it here,” The fact that this unserupulous
person sought personal gain through the
good reputation of Adventist families
in his meighborhood, and the eonfidence
in the homesty and integrity of Beventh-
day Adventists manifested by the dealer,
is an example of the influence of Christ-
ian homes.

Let the businessman do business in a
way that will glorify his Master he-
cause of his fidelity. Let him carry his
religion into everything that is done, and
reveal to men the Spirit of Christ. Let
the mechanic be a diligent and faithful
representative of Him who toiled in the
lowly walke of life in the cities of Judea.
Let everyone who names the mame of
Christ se live that all with whom he
gomes in contact will be impressed and
convineed that there is power in the
trath believed and lived by Seventh-day
Adventists. W. A, BUTLER,

/

February 8
THE MISSION OF THE HOME

Howmy is something that we all know
about, for at ome time or ancther every
individual has ome. Some are magnifi-
cené in size and grandeur, placed amid
beautiful gardens, while others may be
hut mere hovels. Still, be it ever so
grand or so humble, to you and to me
there is no place like home.

The statement is often made that the
American home today is not what it used
to be, and that should cause us to stop
and think what is meant by that accusa-
tion. Certainly the newer houses of today
are models of architectural heauty and
convenience. Yet how few really know
what makes a home.

Perhaps this little verse expresses the
thought:

“You rent this house?’ I asked amazed;
The Blace looked s0 contented, |
“This HOME is ours,” she proudly said:

“It’s just the HOUSHE that's rented.”

Yes, friends, home involves people and
their daily living, not just the structure
that encloses them. When we understand
tho full purpose of the home, then we can
appreciate 1ts full value; for “the heart
of the community, of the chureh, and of
the nation, is the household. The well-
being of society, the suecess of the
church, the prosperity of the nation, de-
pend upon home influences ' —Mindstry
of Healing, p. 349,

Character building is the chief busi-
ness of the home, and this does not come
without conscioug effort. A constant,
consistent program of education is ve-
quired 1o produce growth. The need
today is for more men and women, yes,
more boys and girls, who are developing
true characters and are thus capable of
exerting the right influence on all whose
lives they toueh.

The influence of the home cannot be
separated or segregated from other in-
fluences, all of which are closely inter-
twined with every phase of life, “The
mission of the home extends beyond its
own memhers. The Christian home is to
be an cobject lesson, illustrating the ex-
cellence of the true principles of life
Such an illustration will be a power for
good in the world. Far more powerful
than any sermon that can be preached
is the infinence of a true home upon hu-
man hearts and lives.”—Ibid., p. 352.

FrorENcE K, REBOK.

February 15

WHY I BELIEVE IN THE “WIN-
ONE” PLAN

“YE are My witnesses,” said Jesus,
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We are to be witnesses as to the benefits
we have received from Him, the victories
over sin, and the pleasures of the Chris-
tian life. ““Witnessing” is the key to
evangelism. Roy L. Smith, editor of the
Methodist Christian Advoecate, has made
the significant statement: “Evangelism
consists of ome man for whom God has
done something, telling another about
it.” This ig the “win-one” plan.

Sixty-three years ago Seventh-day Ad-
ventists urged the adoption of the “win-
one” plan, ag proved by a statement
found in the Review and Herald of Feb-
ruary 7, 1882, as follows: “We ask, in
all earnestness, . . . why should we not
have omne addition for every five? or
three? or two? Yes, why should not
every one make it a point to bring at
least one soul to the Saviour in the course
of the year$”

I believe in the “win-one” plan, be-
cause it gives a true objeetive to my
life. . Recognizing my responsibility .as
& witness for my Saviour, I shall watch
for and improve every opporfunity to
win one, and then one more, and still an-
other, and others, to enter the fold of
Chrigt, where the kind Shepherd leads
inte green pastures and by still waters;
where goodness and mevey attend each
day of life and afford assurance of a
dwelling in the house of the Lord for-
ever, HENRY F. BrRowN.

February 22
YOU BE THE JUDGE

Is thizs the time to answer people’s
eager questions on Bible propheey?

Is this the time to inform people of
probation’s soon close?

Is this the time to interpret latest
news from the Bible?

Is this the time to bring peopls to a
decigion for eternity?

Is this the time to attempt larger
things for God?

As a chureh member, you are the judge.
In your opinion has not the Signs proved
a lifesaver, influencing pcople heaven-
ward? Have not its short, well-illns-
trated articles attracted relatives and
friends to our message? Do you not be-
lieve in the Signs presemtation of Bible
doctrines in the sequence of an evange-
listic effort? Tas it not been proved
true that the more Signs, the more souls?

Have you noticed what your friends
and relatives will receive in thig year’s
Signs of the Times? Read to the chureh
a list of the featured 1947 serials.

Write on the hlackboard the classes
that should be reached by our weekly
evangeligt, the Signs. This list includes:

Relatives County officials

Friends Radio managers
Minjsters Newspaper editors
Dectors High school principals
Lawyers Teachers, puhlic schools
Judges Teachers, Sunday schools
Businessmen Ingathering donors

Police officers Army chaplains

This iy the opportune time to warn and
win before the fatal words arve pro-
claimed, “Tt is finighed!”

SAVE MORE S0ULS BY SENDING
MORE SIGNS
J. E. EDWARDS.
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The Prudent Man Versus the
Simple

“The Finest Work”

THn artist may on canvag paint a picture
most divine:

The sculptor may in marble work a mas-
terly desi¥n;

The architecl with skill may draft a won-
drous plan sublime;

Thelr craftgmanghip may stand today ag
wonders of our time.

But the greatest of all arts that Heaven on
men bestows,

The noblest and the finest of all here on
earth below,

Iy the t%akln of a little ¢hild as lowly as

()

And gently molding that young Hfe i the

image of our God.
——Crirror B. Hown,

Notes to Leaders
In the church ealendar of special days

- the firet Sabbath of February, designated

Christian Home Day, is devoted to a con-
sideration of the needs of our homes, and
special readings are prepared for the
regular preaching service. Then further
opportunity is given at the time of the
Home and School meeting to study again
the general topic which has been pre-
gented. Surely, as parents, teachers, and
leaders, our greatest desire for our chil-
dren is that thoy shall be ready to meet
our Liord whon Tle appears in the elonds
of heaven. To accompligh thig calls for
the diligent effort of every one of us, as
stated in the following admonjtion given
to us:

“Build a fortifieation of prayer and
faith about yowr children, and exercise
diligent waiching thereunto, You arc net
secure a moment against the attacks of
Batan, You have no time teo rest from
watehful, earnest labor, You should not
sleep a moment at your post. This is a
mest important warfare. Eternal eonse-
quences are involved. It is life or death
with you and your family.”—Testimo-
nies, vol, 2, p. 398,

The threat to the very existence of the
American home today demands serious
thinking and immediate, concerted ae-
tion. A report from the U. 8. Federal
Security Agency, under date of Beptem.
ber 15, 1948, states that in 1945 “there
were 81 diverces for every 100 marriages.
The home is the main piliar of the
church, the state, and civilized society.
‘When this primary institution is wreeked,
it materially and disastronsly affects
every phase of the social and politieal
life of that nation,” No apolegy need

. be made for taking time to study the re-

lation of the loeation of our homes o
the lives and chardetsrs of our children.

The program maberial here presented
ig less than is ordinarily given, This will
enable’ you .to plan a meeting to meect
your Ieeal needs, You may wish te spend
more time studying the topie introduced

¢
i

by the Christian Home Day readings, in
which case the additional material here
presented will be helpful; or you may
wish to emphasize the benefits that par-
ents may receive from the Home Educa-
tion eourges of gtudy by spending the
entire time of this meeting on ome of
those lessons. In any event, we hope yo
will have a profitable meeting, to
FrorENGE K, REBOK.

The Prudent Man Versus the
Simple
BY MAUD WOLOOTT SPALDING
“A PRUDENT man forésceth the evil,

and hideth himaelf: but the simple pass
on, and are punjshed.”” Prov. 22:3,

Are you a prudent man? or are youw

simple? Evil is coming upon the world;
worge than that, evil has come already.
‘While the storm ig.building up, while the
winds blow threateningly, although a
hurricane stage has not yet been reached,
will you not take warning, and flee, and
hide yourselves! In time of need the
Lord offers to hide yon, for does He mot
say, “In the time of trouble He shall hide
me in His pavilion: in the secret of His
tabernacle shall He hide me”% Ps. 87:5.

Por sixty years now the Lord has been
warning us to get out of the cities. “In-
stead of the crowded eily, scek some re-
tired situation where your children will
be, so far as possible, shielded from temp-
tation, and there traiu and eduneate them

for usefulness.”—Testimonies, vol. 5, p.

232 (1882). Burely there must be some
good reason why these warnings have
been so ingistent. Here the cage is dtated
very elearly:

“The world over, eities are becoming
hotbeds of vice, On every hand are the
sights and sounds of evil. HEverywhere
are enticements to sengaality and dissipa-
tion, The tide of corruption and erime
is continually swelling, Every day brings
the record of violence,—robberies, mur-
ders, suicides, anidl erimes unnamable. . , .
Tt wag mot God’s purpose that psople
should be crowded into eities, huddled to-
gether in terraces and tenements. In the
beginning He placed our fivst parents
amidst the beautiful sights and sounds
He desires us to rejoice in foday., The
more nearly we come into harmony with
(od’s original plan, the more favorable
will he our positien to seeure health of

N

body, and mind, and soul."—Ministry of
Healing, pp. 363-365 (1905).

In conneetion with these warnings it is
only natural to ask, Are there physical
dangers or economic perils to he encoun-
tered in the ecities? “The time is near
when the large cities will be visited by

“the judgments of God. In a little while,,

these cities will be terribly shakem. No
matter how large or how sirong their
buildings, ne matter how many safe-
guards against fire may have been pro-
vided, let God touch thege buildings, and
in a few minutes or a few hours they
are in ruing. The ungoedly cities of our
world are to be awept away by the besom
of destruetion.—Testimondes, vol. 7, p.
83 (1902).

“The time is fast coming when the con--
trolling power of the labor unions will
he very oppressive. Again and again the
Lord has instrueted that our people are
to take their families away from the
eities, into the country, where they can
raise their own provisions; for in the fu-
ture the problem of buying and selling
will be a very serious ome. We should
now begin to heed the instruction given
us over and over again: Get out of the
cities , into rural districts, where the
houses are not crowded closely together,
and where you will be free from the in-
terference of enemies.’—Country Living,
pp- 9, 10 (1904).

Grave as the physieal or economie per-
ila may be, there are even greater spirit- ‘
ual dangers, for smeh dangers threaten
the character bmilding of our children,
and work for their rwination and eternal
logs.

“Let children ne longer be exposed to
the fempftationg of the cities that are
ripe for destruction. The Lord has. sent
us warning and counsel to get out of the
¢ities. Then let us make no moare invest-
menis in the eities. Fathers and moth-
ors, how do you regard the souls of your
children? Are yom preparing the mem-
bers of your families for translation into
the heavenly courts?’—Ibid, p. 13
(1905).

“Before the overflowing seourge shall
come upon the dwellers of the earth, the
Lord ealls upon a1l who are Israclifes in-
deed to prepare for that event. To par-
ents He sends the warning ery, Gather
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your children into your own -houses;
gather them away from those who are
disregarding the commandments of God,
who are teaching and practicing evil.

Got out of the large cities as fast as
possible, Establish church schools. Give
your children the word of God as the
foundation of all their education.”
Testimomes, vol. 6, p. 195,

What more shall we say? Are you pru-
dent, or arve you simple?

When the Lord commanded the chil-
dren of Israel to go out of Egypt, He
called upon each one to pass a test. A
sign was to be placed upon the houses,

and each family gathered into is own-

dwelling to await the command to de-
part. Failure to comply with the instrue-
tions meant death for the first-born of
Israel. Bo far as we know, all the Israel-
ites left Wpypt that night. May this he
ouy experience,

It s time, past time, to get out of the
cities, Not ten years hence, not next
year: but now! True, there is prepara-
tion to be made, hut whatever prepara-
tion must be made, should begin now.
There is no time to lose. Pomeday, and
that not far distant, destruetion will fall
upon the cities of the land, and the poor
gouls left will go out ag did Lot, without
any possession in thelr hands, and with
no way to provide for themselves in the
country.

But some are quick to inquire, “How
shall we educate our children? Our
church schools are located in the towns
and cities, and if we go out into the coun-
try, our ehildren will have to attend pub-
‘lie schools.” Oh, faithless generation!
Has God brought to the birth, and shall
He not cause to bring forth? (Isa. 66:9.}
Make your own ehurch schools, Let a
few families, two or five or six, plan the
move to a couwntry location. There should
be no colonizing, or clannish huddling teo-
gether, but these familics should settle
near a central spot where a e¢hureh school
can be provided. “Sechocls should be
established, if there are no more than
gix ehildren to attend.”—Testimonies,
vol. 6, p. 199.

“But it is hard to get a teacher now,”
you say, It will be no harder than it is
to get teachers in the city. If your faith
is as a grain of mustard seed, your en-
thusiasm will enlist a eongecrated chuveh
school teacher who iz willing to unite
with you in cheying the command to get
out of the e¢ities. But fathers and moth-
ers also mugt train to he teachers of their
childven. Do mot seek to place this
responsibility entively upon the teacher.
You are the child’s first teachers, and it
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will be necessary for you to train for the
work, “Never will education’ accomplish
all that it might and should until the
importance of the parents’ work iz fully
recognized, and they receive a training
for its sacred responsibilities.’—Educa-
tion, p. 276.

Anpther objection that someone is sure
to raise is this: “But it will cost so
much,” The cost will not be nearly as
much for this move as will be the cost if
the souls of your childven are lost. You
will have lessons to learn in frugality, in
saving, in curtailing your wants, and in
using to the best advantage the means
God gives you. Read Testimonies, vol-
ume 6, pages 429-438. “Work as if you
weoro working for your life to save the
children from being drowned in the pol-
luting, corrupting influences of the
world.”—T estimonies, vol. 6, p. 199, Read
all these testimonies on edueation, velume
6, pages 126-218. Volumes 6, 7, 8, and
9, of Testimonies for the Church are filled
with instruetion for these last days.
These should be read again and again,

‘Good judgment must be exercised in
getting out of the city. Many ave poorly
prepared for such a move now, however,
becauge they do not know how te garden
or farm, and they are used to city’ lux-
uries. Does that entitle them to say, “We
eannot move”? That is but te resign
themselves to destruetion. Nol Their
defeets and needs must be analyzed, and
a beginning made in the right direetion.
Perhaps some should go only into the
guburbs at present, retaining their jobs
in the city, and ecommuting to them, but
they should not settle there with the
thought of permanency., When such par-
ents have proved by diligent study,
thought, and work that they can live
more simply and inexpensively, that {hey
can make suecessful gardens, while teach-
ing their children the word of God as
geen in the Bible and in natuve, thon let
them move farther into the country, put-
ting their whole weight upon the rope of
faith and self-reliance. Others, who have
some experience in country Iiving, gar-
dening, and farming, ean go farther at
the beginning.

No one can stay in Sodom and be safe;
neither ean he stay lomg in Zoar without
damage. At the last our dwellings will
be in the mountaing, on the plains, in the
oagis of the desert—or else we shall be
in prison.

The hell is tolling. It is the last hour;
the evil ig in sight. “A prudent man
foreseceth the evil, and hideth himself:
but the simple pass on, and are pan-
ished.”

February, 1947

The Case of Larry

BY JANET T, YAN OSDEL

BrCAURE she disliked housework, Mrs.
Elston took an office position when her-
Larry was four years old. 'This kept hez-
away from home eight hours a day. She
provided for Larry by answering a Mrs,
Moore’s advertisement offering “day
board and mother’s care for a c¢hild.”

She knew nething of Mrs, Moore, who-
lived in ancother part of the town, but
she agreed to Mrs, Moore’s terms, and.
thereafter dropped Larry at the woman’s
heuse when she drove to work, and picked
him up on her return. Occasionally ghe-
glimypsed five-year-old Bobby Moore, but
she did not see cnongh of him to suspect
that he was a neighborhood pest. Her
only thought was that he was of & good
age to be companion te Larry.

Bobby was deecitful, digohedient, wn-
truthful, destructive, and an expert at
devising mischief. He fascinated Larry,
who, consciously and unconsciously, pat-
terned his eonduet after Bobby's.

Mrs. Elston soon noticed and disliked
the toc-evident change in Larry, but con-
cluded that it was because he was leaving
bhaby ways behind and mevging into real
boyhood.

It was with this explanation that
she fried to excuse Larry’s hehavior to
the Caxtons—her next-door neighbors—
when Larry picked and destroyed all
thetr prized peony blooms which they had
planned to exhibit at the flower show,
There were many other of Larry’s of-
fenges against these and other neighbors,
When he broke the Caxtons’ plate-glasg
window by deliberately throwing a stone
through it, his mother made no excuses,
but silently paid the irate Mr, Caxzton the
twelve dollars it had cost hir.

His family were glad, indeed, when
Mr., Caxtow’s business made it desirable
for them to live in another city, and they
sold their house to a Mrs, May.

Mrs, May, it sc happened, had lived
near the Moores, and she had zold hor
honge heeange she disliked Bobby 2nd the
“gang” he had with him most of the
time,

On her first evoning in the Caxton
house, she was relaxing on her front
porch when Lavry whooped past on his
tricyele to which was hitehed a noisy
wagon. Tied in the wagon was a meow-
ing eat, and three tin eans were dangling
behind.

Mrs., May was so chagrined, she felt
she had to talk to someonc. She crossed
her lawn to the lot-line hedge on the

(Continued on page 81}
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".A Shelter iI; the Time of Storm

CHRISTIAN HOME DAY

Theme for Sabbath Morning
Service, February 1

Suggestive Program

OpENING Song: “The Lord’s Our Rock,”
No. 585 in Church Hymnal,

SCeRIPTURE READING: Job 28:12.28,

Praver: For our homes and our chil-
dren.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OFFBRING.

ReapNG: “The Simple Way of Life,”
prepared by John Edgar Hoover.

READING: “Where Shall Wigdom Be
Found ¥’ prepared by Arthur W, Spald-

*ing,

SPECgIAL Myusro: To be selected.,

Reapmwg: “Bring Them Oui of This
Place,” prepared by Dores E. Robin-
son. ‘

SrpoiaL Meweon: Home Edueation
courses of study available for parents.
(Full information and deseriptive leaf-
lets should be secured in advance from
conference cducational euperintendent.}

Cuosivg Sowa: “He Leadeth Me,” No.
203,

BENEDICTION.

Where Shall Wisdom Be Found?

BY ARTHUR W. BPALDING

THREE men came, every one from his
own place, and sat down with a fourth,
a man sote smitten with sorrow and dis-
eage. And they sat there seven days and
geven nights with him, mever opening
their mouths, for they saw that his grief
was very great, Job, a man of Uz, had
been the most prosperous and henignant
and apparently bhappy man in all the
1and, with o devoted wifle, seven sons,
three daughters, houses, lands, flocks,
and herds, so that this man was the
greatest of all the men of the Hast.

Then disaster overtook him. The Sa-
beans swooped wpon his oxen and asses,
glew their keepers, and drove the herds
away. Lightning fell from the sky and
burned up z1l his sheep, and the shep-
herds with them. The Chaldeans came in
three bands and captured all his eamels
and slew the servants, So Job had not
one animal left of all his flocks and
herds. Then a typhoon from the desert
swirled down on the house where his
seven sons and three daunghters were
feasting, erushed the house and the young
men and women in it, and Job was be-
regved of his children.

After this Job fell ill. Sore boils
hroke out all over him, and he stripped
off his fine raiment, put on sackéloth, and
went and sat on the ash heap, Even his
wife turned against him. “Curse God,
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and die,” she told him. It was then that
his three friends came to condole’ with
him. This they did by telling him he
must be a great sinmer, or God would not
have smitten him so sorely.

“No,” said Job, “I haven’t done a
thing.”’

"“Bure you have,” they answered.
innocent man is ever punished by God.
Confess now, and mayhe God will forgive
you and turn Jour captivity.”

“No doubt but ye are the people,”
sneered Job, “and wisdom shall die with
you. Miserable comforters are ye all!”

There they sat, out in the country,
with the works of God all about them,
and gought for wisdom. But Job was
convinced his three crities had no wis-
dom, and they were equally sure he had
none. Both were right.

Here was Job, a country dweller all
his life. He had gained a good deal of
knowledge. Ie knew how to farm, and
he knew how to raise stock, and he knew
how to buy new lands, and he knew how
to build houses, These were the advan-
tages he saw in country living. That
seemed good seuse, too; he was the great-
est, that is, the vichest, man im all the
East. And he wag religious: he gave
alms, he helped the poor, he prayed for
his children cvery day. And more than
that, when he was bereft of everything,
and in wretched health, he did not hlame
God; he said, “Naked came I out of my
mother’s womb, and naked shall T return
thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord
hath taken away; blessed be the name of
the Lord.” I don’t believe Lliphaz the
Temanite or Bildad the Shuhite or Zo-
phar the Naamathite could ever have
measared up to that resignation and
blessing of God. Still, Job kad not found
the wisdom that was waitimg for him
‘there in the handwriting of God.

Tor wisdom is ‘the spirit’ of which
knowledge is the body, the life that rust
animate the form. Wisdom is the power
to read God’s mind ae He revezls it, the
power to understand His providences and
intelligently endure His discipline, the
power to learn his Jessoms of spiritmal
attitude and daily conduct, the power to
interpret God’s ways and wotks to one’s
children, the power that Lifts up on' a
plane of high living and virtuows think-
ing) the power that reveals the heaven
which encompasses earth, the power to
walk with God. This is wisdom.

Now I tell you there are a good many
people living in the country teday who

“No

have the blessings of country life, im .

good crops, sufficient stoek, fresh garden’
produce, milk and eggs, fresh air and

good water, and sunshine undimmed hy

smog, who maybs have their echildren

around them, going to good schools and

Sabbath school, and sitting in church

with them, and ‘even holding family wor- |
ship, who yef have not found the wisdom

of God.

And there are going fo he three
friends, or more, who come out of the
cities of Teman and Shuah and Naa-
math, all of them noted for their acumen
in their native metropolises and all ready
to give the countryman advice. Probably
Eliphaz ie a lawyer, and Bildad a manu-
facturer, and Zophar a transportation
magnate. Well, who knows more about’
life than these successful ment But not
wisdom, not the wisdom of God. They

Notes to Leaders

WeILE world leaders are striving to se-
cure a lasting peace, storm eclouds con-
tinue to gather and fear of the future
clutches the hearts of many. Those who'
study God’s Werd know that troublous
times will precede our Lord’s return, In
fact, the expericnees through which an-
cient Israel passed in leaving Egypt were
but a type of the “time of t{rouhle sueh
as never was,” which will ¢ome in our
day. As of old, God in His mercy has

- made provision that His children will be

protected in this time of trouble

Coneerning lsrael’s typical experience
we read: “Before obtaining freedom, the
bondmen must show their faith in the -
great deliverance about to he accom-
plished. The token of blood must be
placed upon their houses, and they must
separate themselves amd their families
from the BEgyptians, and gather within
their own dwellings. Had the Israclites
disregarded in any parficular the direc-
tions given them, had they neglected to
separate their children from. the Tgyp-
tians, had they slain the lamb, but failed
to strike the doorpost with blood, or had
any gone out of their bouses, they would
not have been gecure. They might have
honestly believed that they had done all
that was necessary, bui thelr sincerily
would not have saved them. A1l who
tailed to heed the Lord’s directions,
would lose their first-born by the hand of
the destroyer.—Patriarehs and Proph-
ots, p. 278. (Ttalics ours.) Have we any
right to expeet God to be less particular
with us today? Does He still mearn what
e says? R

Christian Home Day has been ap-
pointed, that prayerful -consideration
may be given to the needs of our homes.
May the message of the hour he brought
home to every heart.

GENERAL CONFERENCE
DEPARTMENT OF [DUCATION.
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may argue and illustrate and demon-
strate their theories of righteousness and
. probity and the rewards of good and
+ evil, but they haver’t found wisdom.
And unless they hear the voiece of God,
after seven days or eeven wmonths or
geven years they are going to give up and
move back into the eities.

Vet the wisdom of God is waiting for
them right out here in the country. Job
got an inkling after a while, a little per-
ception of God's meaning, which led him
on, later, into a full recognition of the
divine plans, and salvation from all his
ills. Job had not spent his life out there
in the country wholly in vain. It is true
that he had been wrapped up in hig pos-
sessions, a little anxious about his chil-
dren, but subeonseiously he had taken in
some material out of the bhook of God
that now began to come together in
meaningful characters, Listen %o him,
in the twenty-eighth chapter.

“Look around you,” he said. “There
are mines out of whiech come gilver and
gold and fron and copper. God put them
there, There is the mountain path, se
wild the eagle hasn’t seen it mnor the
lion’s cubs trodden it. God made it,
There are rivers eleaving their gorges
through the stecps, making deep eanyons
and rapids ne boat ean pass. God cut
them out. All this is knowledge, which
man may discover if he searches dili-
gently. But what do they say? What do
they mean? Where shall wisdom be
found? Man knows not; he hasn’t yet
discovered,

“The gorge says, ‘It is not in me.” The
deep gea gays, ‘It is not in me’ The gold
and the silver and the pearls and the
topazes ean’t buy it. Man may gather
all the wealth of the world and still not
know wisdom. Where, them, shall wis-
dom be found? A man may go through
disaster and poverty and death, and one
says to him, “Wisdom is mot in me,’

“Ligten,” said Job. “God understands
the way; e knows the place of wisdom.
He made these things to teach us les-
gons, not just to fill our poekets and our
stomachy and owr heads. Knowledge
maybe iz good, but taker alone it puffs
up & man in his own estimation, and
makes him provd and arrogant and luxu-
rions. Wisdom takes Knowledge by the
hand and says, ‘Son, watch your step.
Enter mnot into the path of the wicked
man, to use the good things of God for
pride and fullness of bread and dranken-
ness and viee, Learn the commandments
of God, let them not depars from before
your eyes, keep them in your heart. The
path of the righteous is ag the shining
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light, that shineth more and more unto
the perfeet day. This is tho lesson of
the handwriting of God. The fear of the
Lord, that is wisdom, and to depart from
evil, ithat iz understanding’”

Now, you parents who are living in
the country, you parents whe are going
out of the eities in obedience to the ecom-
mandment of God to live in the country,
take heed. The country, in and of itself,
ig no panacea to cure all the evils of
men's and children's wayward mnatures.
There is knowledge to be gained there,

- better far than the knowledge that iz to

be gained in the eity, knowledge of tho
works of God; but knowledge alome will
not save a man or & woman, a boy or a
girl, The wisdom of God is to depart
from cvil and to love the good.

You have to go to scheol to get that
wisdom. No ordinary school—the school
of God. How will you find wisdom in
the flowers and the trees and the birds,
in the runneing brocks and the stones and
the animals and the ingeets, in the clonds
and tho rain and the snow? Iow will
you read God’s Word there? How will
you get the lessons CGod has put into
them, to prepare and fortify you for the
tesfing experiences just before you? T
will tell you a simple way. It iz only
the A B C of the eourse, hut there’s
where you have to start.

Take the words of the Bible about
these objects, the mnature texts, learn
them by heart. Then go out and find the
things they are talking about, and put
the two fogether. Thereafter, every tree,
evory bird, every stream, every hill, every
cloud, will speak to you the wisdom of
God, THere is the preseription:

“Childven should be eneouraged to
searcly out in nature the objeets that il-
lustrate Bible teaehings, and to trace in
the Bible the similitudes drawn from na-
ture, They should search out, both in
nature and in Hely Writ, every object
representing Chrigt, and those also that
He employed in illustrating truth. Thus
they may learn to gee Him in tree and
ving, in Iily and rose, in sun and star,
They may learn to hear His veice in the
song of birds, in the sighing of the trees,
in the rolling thunder, and in the music
of the sea. And every object in nature
will repeat to them His precious lessons.”
—Educat@qn, p. 120,

“Congider the lilies of the field, how
they grow.” Consider. Think about the
flower, study it, disseet it, analyze i,
know what its parts are and what they
are for., Find out if you dov’t know:
books, prayer. How they grow. The
seed and its marvel of implanted life.

February, 1947

Sprout it between layers of cotton in a.
tumbler of water. Watch it. Plant an- '
other geed, wateh it grow: first the blade,.
then the stalk, then the flower, then the:
geed, Consider how it grows. Can you
make a seed? Could you give life to it
if you made it? Who ean? Who does?¥
Whyt .
“Little brown brother, O 1little brown

hrother,
Are you awake In the dark?’

“Behold the fowls of the air.” Do you?
Do you ‘have a feeding station for the
birds? Do you wateh them? Do you
learn thelr appearance, their peculiar
songs, their habits of feeding, their neat-
ing, their serviece to man, their cheer,
their trust? Are these lessons for your
own lifo, for your children’s livesd Only
a gparrow, but who watches over it¢
Does He wateh over you? Fow much®
Read Education, pages 99-120; read
Christ’s Objsct Lessons,

Consider:

The tree.

The vine. John 15,

The eattle, Psalms 104,

The sheep. Psalms 23; Luke 15:4-7.

The rain and snow, Tsaiah 55:10, 11,

The river. TRevelation 22:1.

Psalms 1.

A hundred others, and more. Consider
them. Lead your children to delight in
them, to think about them, to apply them
to thelr lives. God’s goodness, God's
providence, God’s job, God’s salvation.
The wisdom of God! Live In it; let it
speak to you; let it teach yow and your
childven. And you will make the coun-
try, the handiwerk of God, your lesson
hook, to imstruet yom in the truth and
the love of God. '

“These are lessons that cur children
need to learn, To the little ehild, not yet
capable of learning from the printed
page or of being introduced to the rou-
tine of the scheolroom, nature presents
an anfailing source of instruetion and
delight., The heart not yet hardened by
contact with evil is quick to reeognize the
Presence that pervades all ereated things.
The ear ag yet undulled by the world's
clamor ig attentive to the Voiece that
speaks through nature’s utberances. And
for those of older years, needing contin-
ually its silent reminders of the spiritua}
and eternal, nature’s teaching will be no
less a sourge of pleagure and of instrue-
tion. As the dwellers in Eden learmed
from mnature’s pages, as Moses discerned
God’s handwriting on the Arabian plaine
and mountains, and the Child Jesus on
tho hillsides of Nazareth, so the children
of teday may learn of Him, The unseen
is illustrated by the seem, Omn everything
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. upen the earth, from the loftiest tree of’

the forest to the lichen that clings to the
rock, from the boundless ocean to the
tifiest shell on the shore, they may be-
hold the image and superseription of
God.*—Education, p, 100.

“Bring Them Out of This Place”

BY DORES E, ROBINSON

THE last night for the ancient city of
Saedom had eome. To the dwellers in the
fated city, however, it was just another
night, Feasting, revelry, crimes of vio-
lence—all the aceompaniments of its
“pride, fulness of bread, and abundanee
of idleness”—marked the hour when the
limits of God’s forhearance bhad been
reached.

To ome family only was the call of
divine mercy extended, It is doubtful
whether, but for the intercession of
Abraham, even the houschold of Lot
would have been given the warning to
icave the doomed city; and it is forther
a matter of grave question whether the
merey thus extended availed beyond the
mere cxtension of the physieal life of
Lot and his two daughters, who reached
a place of temporary safety.

Sitting at the gate of Sodom near
the close of that day, Lot had extended
a hogpitable invitation to twe strangers
who were emntering the eity, Lot knew
the people of his city, so he insisted that
these sirangers find sheller and protee-
tion in his house. Then followed the
exciting advemture with a clamorous
mob, whe gave evidence of the depths of
iniquity into which the ecitizenry, “both
old' and young,” had fallen. Lot had
extended kindness to these stramngers,
and now it was their turn to speak before
tevealing their mission, i this terrifying
annguneement: :

#ast thou any here besides? som in
ia,w, and thy sons, and thy daughters,
and whatsoever thou hast in the city,
bring them out of this place: for we will
destroy this place. . . . ; the Lord hath
sent us to destroy it.” Gen. 19:12, 18,
Startled amd horrified, with blanched
face and trembling steps, Lot hurried
forth imto the night, passing through
the streets where gtill lingered the
blinded men wiho had threatened his life.
As he groped his way slowly to the
homes of his daughters, many searching
thoughts raced through his mind. There
must have burned into hiz soul the
tragedy of loging in the destruction of
the eity all the possessioms he had ae-
cumulated during the years since he had
“pitched his tent toward Sedom.” Bui
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this loss seemed as nothing when he
thought of the lives involved. Yes, it
involved even fhose of his own house-
held. Could he still salvage any souls
in the few hours remaining?

Arriving at their respeetive homes, he
repeated to his sons-in-law the words of
the angelic messengers: “Up, get you
out of this place; for the Lord wall
destroy this city.” But this “prepos-
terous” warning, uttered with evident
excitement and emphatic earnestness,
only gave the impression that he had
suddenly become dementied. “He seemed
as ome that mocked.” And so, despite
his pleading, he was foreced to return
to his home alons.

At last “the darkness of that Jong,
eventful night gave way ‘before the
rising sun. The messengers urged Lot
to take his wife and the f{wo daughters
who were with him in the houge, and
hasten. out of the gates imto the plains,
lest they “he consumed in the iniquity
of the ecity.” Bui still he lingered.
Why? '

and his wife refused to depart without
them. The thought of leaving those
whomr he held dearest on earth scemed
more than he could bear. Tt was hard to
forsake his Iuxurious howmre, and all the
wealth acquired by the labors of hig
whole life, to go forth a destitute wan-
dever, Stupefled with sorr‘ow, he Iin-
gered, loath to depart. But for the
angels of God, they would all have
perigshed in the Ttuin of Sodom. The
heavenly messengers took him and his
wife and daughicrs by the hand, and led
them out of the city.”—PFatriarchs and
Prophets, p. 160,

Even then, despite the urgent imstruc-
tion to ‘“eseape to the mopunfain” Lot
argued that some evil would befall him
there, and he would die. He urged that
they might find refuge in another c¢ity,
with the plaintive question, “Is it not a
little one?” |His frithiess request was
granted, and the place was gpared for
hiz sake. But cven then he could not
overcome hig fearfulness, and he was
afraid to remain there,

With " the sordid scene. of depravity
where Lot and his two daughters finally
took tefuge in a mountain cave, the
story of Lot’s life abruptly emds. But
the influence of his folly lived on into
future generations, and bore baneful
fruitage in the enmity against Israel of
the idolatrous Moabites and Ammonites.
The curtain is drawn upon Lot’s last
days, but we may be certain that they
were filled with the keenest sadness and

“Bome of his ehildren cluung to Sodom,
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most poignant regret that he had ever
chosen to piteh “his tent toward Sodom,”
and to dwell “in the eities of the plain.”

“The ‘case of Lot should be s warning
to all those who wish to live godly lives,
to separate themselves from all influences
caleulated fo lead fhem away from God.
Lot remained so long among the wicked
that ho was only able to save himself
and two daughters, and cven they were
corrupted in morals by their .sojourn
in Bodom.’—Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 112.

In this deplorable esperience Jesus
saw a likeness to those who should live
“in the day when the Son of man is
revealed.” He admonished them to “re-
member Lot’s wife.” And there is some- -
thing to “remember” about Lot's wife
besides the briefly recorded faet that,
disregarding the angel’s positive com-
mand to the contrary, she “looked back,”
and was changed into a pillar of salt.
Tn the following comment is found the
background of this disobedience:

“While her body was upon the plain,
her heart clung to Sodom, and she per-
ighed with it. She rebelled against God
because His judgments involved her
possessions and her children in the ruin,
Although so greatly favered in being
called out from the wicked oity, she
felt that she was severely dealt with,
becavnse the wealth that it had takenm
years to accumulate must be left to de-
struction. Instead of thankfully aceept-
ing deliverance, she presumptuously
logked back to desire the Tife of those
who had rejected the divine warning.‘
Her sin showed her to be unworthy of
life, for the preservation of which she
felt so little gratitude.”—Patriarchs and
Prophets, pp. 161, 168. {Italics mine.)

“As it was in the days of Twt, .. .
even thus shall it be in the day when
the Son of man is revealed” Luke
17:28-30, “As it was” indeed, Jesus -
pointed out, in the unawareness of im-
pending judgmént; “as it was,” in the
wickedness and increasing depravity of
earth’s inhabitants; “as it was” also in
the disregard of the call to separate from
the world’s pleasures, its love of earthly
treasure, its intemperance in “eating
and drinking,” and in “marrying and
giving in marriage’” Matt. 24:38. We
are well aware of all these similarities
between those days and ours. We know,
too, that the great cities are fast be-
coming as Sodom, and that the impend-
ing judgments of God will spon be
poured out upon these teeming centers
of population. Is it strange, then, that
today God in Hiz mercy is saying to His
people who are still in the large cities,
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“Up, get you out of this place; for the
Lord will destroy this city”?

The call to Seventh-day Adventists to
choose homes in the country is baged not
primarily wpon eseape from calastrophie
destruction, but upon the eontaminating
influences surrounding the children and
youth who must constantly see and hear
that which destroys purity of heart and
Tife.

“Cities and towns are steeped in sim;
yot there are Liots in every Sodom,” we
have been told. This is indeed a maes-
gage of salvation to him whose “right-
eous soul” i ‘“vexed with the €lthy
conversation of the wicked.” 2 Peter
2:7, Parents in the ecities should con-
sider seriously the faet that the salvation
of those commifted to their care ig
imperiled by remaining where they ave.

Among the counsels given to the
church seventy years ago, was the state-
ment that “the case of Lot should be
a warning to all those who wish to live
godly lives, to separate themselves from
all influences caleulated to lead them
away from God *—Testimonies, vol. 4,
p. 112, It would he well for our believ-
ers in the cities to read the details of
Lot’s choiee and ifs consequences, as

found in this statement and its context.
" We quote only a few sentences:

“Liot chose Sodom for his home becanse
he asaw that there were advantages to be
gained there from 2 worldly point of
view. But after he had established him-
gelf, and grown rich in earthly treasure,
he was convinced that he had made a mis-
take in not taking into eonsideration the
. moral standing of the community in
which he wag to make his home. . . . His
children were becoming like these wicked
people; for association with them had
perverted their morals, Taking all these
things into comnsideration, the worldly
riches he had gained seemed small and
not worth the priee he had paid for
them,”—TIbid., p, 110.

Although convinced of the tragic con-
sequences of his move to the wicked eity,
even to the point where he “vexed his
righteons soul from day to day with their
unlawful deeds,” yet he was not suffi-
ciently aroused to take his family away
from these surroundings. Both Lot and
his wife had been g0 influenced by their
worldly success that thelr eyes were
blinded to the relative values of materjal
wealth and the eternal welfare of their
children. The same experience is being
repeated in the lives of many today, and
appropriate counsel to sueh has been
given in mesgages to the chureh:

“Parents flock with their families to
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the citiss, beeauge they fancy it eagier to
obiain a livelihood there than in the
country, The childven, having nothing
to do when not in school, obtain a street
education, From evil associates, they ac-
quire hahits of vice and dissipation, The
parents see all this, but it will require a
saerifice to correct their error, amd they
stay where they are, until Batan gains
full control of their children.

“Better sacrifice any and every worldly
consideration thah to imperil the precious
souls committed to your eare, ... It is
your duty to cat off every imflusnes, to
break up every habit, to sunder every
tie, that keeps you from the most free,
open, and hearty committal of yourselves
and yopr family to God. Instead of the
erowded eity, seek some retived situation
where your childyen will be, so far as
possible, shielded from temptation, and
there train and educate them for ugeful-
ness,~-Ibid., vol. 5, p. 232,

This counsel, and other similar instrue-
tion, should not he understood as calling
for rash moves that would be impracti-
eal. It does not mean that everyone
should move into a solitary place and
there depend upon farming for his live-
lihood. Tt does not mean that everyome
should rashly change his oceupation or
eeonomic situation. In the counsels given
by the Lord’s messemger, cautions are
given against rash and impulsive moves,
and these also should be read amd
studied. But surely, it is time to take
geriously the messages pointing out the
peril of remaining in the cities. May we
be sgpared the experience of Lot, who
dwelt in Sodom till too late to save his
family or himgelf from a fate worse
than sharing in the destruetion of that
wicked city,

The Simple Way of Life
(Continued from page 1)

On the other hand, broken homes, neg-
lectful parents, immorality, ineompatibil-
ity in the home, absenteeism, lack of
discipline, indifference, desertion, lack of
religious training, and a seore of other
reasons arve forcing the Marting of the
nation into the courts,

The human attributes of man make it
almbst impossible to hope that we can
ever eradicate crime from our social
order. We can and we must constantly
fight to prevent the spread of the perni-
cious influences of crime which enshare

" young and old alike,

The concerted action of a community
in fighting the erime problem is doomed
to failure unless every family in the com-
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munity pledges itself to make the home
a place of homor in the nation. Therein
lies the remedy for the evils tormenting
our soclety today, Patriotism and mor-
ality alike, are besceching the parents of
Ameries td solidify the family ties.
There are a number of conspiencus evils
incidental to our economic and seientifie
progress. The increasing complexity of
civilization, the lure of city life, the pre-
mature spirit of adventure in youth, have
all aecounted for challenging tremds of
youthfnl migbehavior. There is a grad-
ual breaking away from the simple way
of life. Ag it disappears, old family dis-

" cipline crumbles, and with it the worth-

while restraints which served as a cheek-
rein againgt youthful delinguency. An
indifferent family life results in weak
moral standards, customs, and traditions
which vitally affect the attitudes and re-
actions of the family proup in their con-
tacts with society. Therefore, whers un-
wholesome environments have existed,
antisocial behavior may eontinue to pre-
vail, prineipally due to a lack of strong
family disapproval.

The home is a part of an environmen-
tal setting. An evaluation of the home
necessarily implies a consideration of the
neighborhood where it is located. The
neighborheod, with its traditions and
standards, may be an important faetor
in the prohlem of youth,

The recent war, of course, created new
environmental problems, The demands for
man power and the migration of work-
ers to centers of industry have thrown
families into stravge surroundings and
unaceustomed ways of life, Many com-
munities were unprepared to meet tho
new demands, and as a result familiar in-
fluences and controls were lost, and many
youngsters were attracted to places where
they exposed themgelves to eriminal virus.
A tabulation of information prepared by
the ¥BT from fingerprint arrest vecords
for the first six months of 1946 disclossd
that 56 per cent of all the persons ar-
rested and fingerprinted during that pe-
riod were arrested outside of their State
of birth,

I would like to see a return to the sim-
ple way of life in which there is a recog-
nition of the value of the family, the
church, and the community, I would like
to see & return to the kind of life where
moral standards and codes form the sub-
stance of law-abiding behavior.

If we are to train our youth effectively
for adulthood, it is necessary to remove
the strange and disturbing environments
which are not a pari of our traditional
way of life.
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The Case of Larry
(Continued from page £6)

other side of which Mrs. Blston was ¢lip-.

ping grass.
“Listen,” she burst out, “I sold my

good home just to get away from Bobby
Moore and those boys who frail himf
And the worst one of them is that Larry
who day-boards there, and here I find
Larry living on this street! Look at
that, will you9” And she mdicated Larry,
who wag making a vociferous return,

“But-—that’s my Larry,”’ faltered Mrs,
Elston. .

“Oh—1 didn’t know—I'm sorry. No,
Pm not. If you had to board your child
out, why ever didn’t you give him a good
child to play with? He’d mosl likely
have picked up good ways as eagily ag he
did bad omes! They do at that age, you
know, They do whatever the other fel-
low does, and espeeially if it’s a child a
Little older, Why, Bobby Moore 17

Then Mrs. Elston heard some dismay-
ing truths about Bobby and Larry,

Hezartsick, almost physieally ill, she
had no sleep that night, It was not
wasted time, however, for by morning
she knew the courge to pursue.

That day she resigned her position to
again become Larry’s full-time mother,
After a year Larry now shows decided
improvement, but there are still unpleas-
ant reminders of Bobby. Ier trust now
i# in good assvelates and her own exam-
ple and counsel, for she has learned that

to most cliildren imitation ig as natural .

as  breathing—National XEindergarien
Asggoeiation.

_The Location of the Home

A GROCERY shore moved across the street.
“Why did yom move,” I asked; “your
floor space seems to be about the same
ag in your old location$” “Yes,” he an-
swered, “this building is the same size as
the other, but my sales have gone up al-
most 20 per cent, You sse people buy
groceries on their way home and not.on
their way to work., They go home on this
side of the street.” .

Business finds it pays to spend a large
sum of money for the “right location.”
If our children are as important as busi-
ness, should we nol insist on the ‘right
location” for them?

“As the location for a home is sought,
let this purpose direct the choice. IBe
not controlled by the desire for wealth,
the dictates of fashion, or the customs of
soclety. ’—Ministry of Healing, p. 363.
(Potomas Conforence Parents’ Exchange,

Oetober, 10486.)
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Medical Work in North China

NzirEeR Mrs, Christensen nor I had
any medieal training, but the Lotd must
have intended for ug to carry on the work
of healing as well as preaching, because
this is how it all started:

One spring day our gateman, Mr. An,
came to the door and announced that a
wounded soldier was waiting at the gate-
house. He had heard that American mis-
sionaries lived in the compound, and in

his extremity he had come to seck help.

“Bring him here, and we will see what
we ean do for him,” I gaid. It was a
warm day, so I walked out to ‘the front
poreh just in time to see the poor soldier
—a young fellow—walking up the foot-
path, There was a deep gash in his fore-
head, and the blood was streaming down
his face. I quiekly brought out a chair
and asked him to sit down., AH I eould
do was to follow the same simple treat-
ment I had learned to do for myself
years ago in Alaska whon I had eut a
gimilar gash in my arm, PFirst, I washed

. the wound clean with a mild solution of

boiled water and Iiysol, 'Then I dusted
gsome borie aeid powder over it, préssed
the gash shut by pressing my two thumbs
firmly against either side, and then taped
it securely with adhesive tape.

He seemed very grateful, and thanked
me profusely. I walked with him to the
gate. There he howed again, and as he

. left I told him to come back if it eaused

him any more frouble. When I ¢ues-
tioned My, An abont him, he told me that
he had got into 2 fight with another gol-
dier, and the soldicr had stabbed him.
That was why the gash wag so deep,
Several days later I happened to meet
that same goldier on the street. His face
brightened when he saw me, and he told
me how glad he was that he had come.
to me. Much to my amazement and de-
Light T saw that the gash had healed, and
all that was left was what looked like a
long seratch, Te was our first patient.
And he must have told others, beeanse
soon after that a poor old man with an
awflul-looking thumb, twice its normals
gize, came to see what we could do for

"him. Tt was then that we decided to

start buying some medieines and simple
instruments to outfit a medieal kit.
Bvery day we invited this grandfather
with the bad thumb to eome to the gafe-
house. We soaked his hand in g hot Lysol
gsolution—as hot as he eould stand it.
With a newly purchased surgical knife,
I cut away all the dead flesh. After 8-
teen-mintte soakiug each day, I squeezed
out & lot of poison wmatter from his
thumb, put on a dry borie aeid pack, and
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wrapped it up. How wonderful it was
to see how his thumb healed with just
that simple treatment!

After that men and women and chil-
dren began comiug o us with every kind
of aflment. They came at all times of
the day, and it was not long hefore we -
had to designate a certain hour when
they eould eome. There were about fif-
teen to twenty persons coming for treat- .
ment each day. We had thom come to
the house near our back door, where we
put benches on the lawn for them to sit
on while waiting their turn. That is why
we named it our Back Door Dispensary.
We treated skin uleers, iteh, bad eyes,
euts, burns, ete. When cases of internal
trouble came, we sent them downtown to
the hospital. )

Each afternoon we gave out tracts and.
invited each-patient to come to Sabbath
school service that Mr, An had started i -
the little chapel on our ecompound. It
did our hearts good to notice the change
in the attitude of the villagers after that -
digpensary started. Instead of making
fun of us and yelling and sereaming at
ug until we were put of sight, the loeal
children guddenly became respectful and
would greét us politely by name when-
ever we came onto the village street.

The following winter we hired 2 nurse,
a graduate of our Wuhan Sanitarium in
Hankow, and she took over the work the
Lord had helped ug to begin.

J. E. CHRISTENSEN.

Viana .
THERE are district and fribal areas in
Angola where existing conditions make
it diffieult for my to work. We wonder
how these dear souls will learn of the
truth for our time, As an auswer to this
query T am reminded of Viana. It is
hard to give a {rue mental picture of
this dirty, ragged, hungry, sick man, with
a hard face and a perpetually sour ex-
pression, as he appeared at the Bongo
Mission 8tation, Lepi, Angola, and said
to Dr. R. B. Pargons, “I am sick all over,
hungry, and bave no money.”
The territory of this tribe we have as
yet been unable to obtain permission to
enter. He had come some eight hundred

“kilometers, or five hundred miles, mostly

on foot. But he had not set out for the
mission, for at that time he knew nothing
of pur work or our people. He had gone
in search of work on the railroad in the
town of S8a de Bandeira. Here he be-
eame very ill, but no one could give him
relief; se, having mueh wore faith in his
own witeh doetor or medicine man, he
sought out the best one.
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This old witeh doctor told him that he
was a good worker, buf that his eo-work-
ers were jealous of him and had hired a
man to bewitch him with a sickness from

-which he would never recover, and that
no other medicine man or even white doc-
tor could ecare him. Soomer or later he
would lose hig mind and would imagine
he was flying. In his roamings, each
time coming nearer to our mission, he
came to Villa Quilengues. Here he be-
came much worse,

Again he sought the best witch doctor
to be had. Without any knowledge of

. the former’s view this witch doctor told
him almost word for word what the other
had said, that because of emnvy his co-
laborers had had him bewitched with an
illmoss from which there was no hope of
recovery. By this time he was desperate,
bhut God had His eye on poor old siek
Viana, and here he met our native
Brother Troco, who was in charge of car
small station at Quilengues.

Viana confided his terrible plight to
this new friend, Troce told him that of
course he could get well, He told him of
out misgion, our Christian doctor, of the
thougands with the same sickness who
had been ftreated and had gone away
well. Viana found Troee a man very dif-
ferent frow the rest, and he became in-
terested in this clean, honest new friend
and his religion. He made up his mind
that he would by all means see this doe-
tor. The last lap of his long jowrney
found him at gur morning ekinic in Dr.
Parsons’ native consulting room, pouring
out his tale of woe. He was fed and
treated. ¥er geme time he was an inpa-
tient. Then he attended our camp meet-
ings, and when the call was made, he was
ameng the first te go ferward te sar-
render his life to tho Lord,

As he regainod his strength he began
doing Hght work abeut the place. Little
by litfle he became able te do mere, till
he is now a full-time worker on eur staff.
His is that rare gift of leadership. He
is a joy to have arcmnd, We would not
carry on without eur faithful Viana. He
iz a fullfedged Seventh-day Adventist.
Hig hard, sour look has given way to a
sweet, contented smile that refuses to

eome off, Hig gratefulness for a knowl-

edge of this truth and for regained
" health knews ne bounds, He is a living
example of the power of the gospel.

In the meantime we are pushing nearer
and nearer hig tribe and country. His
coming here will arouse an interest, and
we fully believe that erelong this tribe
will recognize their need of a teacher or
evangelist, and urgent requests will be
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: Christian Home Day
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?-5 Second Sabbath Mission

§§ Offering
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magde for one. Thus doora will be thrown
open for 18 to enter another new tribe.
RUTH JOHNSON.

V.0.P. Baptism at Port Elizabeth

A UNIQUE bhaptism was conduected in
the Port Tlizabeth, Cape Provinee, SBouth
Afriea, church, on Babbath, July 27,
1946, It was purely a Voice of Propheey
baptism. Three sculs were buried with
their Lord in haptism, two young men,
and the wife of one of them.

In his infroduetory talk the pastor of
the Port Elizabeth chureh said that he
had heen given a list of names of Voice
of Propheey contacts, and the names of
these three dear people were' among
them. It was a pleasure to examine them
and to see how well they anderstood the
teachings of the advent message, which
he considered was a great eredit to the
Veiee of Prophecy Bible Sehool. “Each
one of these candidates” he said, “is a
potential werker in the cause of God, and
plans have been made for their entry at
Helderberg in the sarly part of next year
when the college reopens.”

After a very inspiring address by 8. J.
Fourie, the CUape Conference heme mis-
sionary searetary, each candidate gave 2
real living personal testimony. The
young man and his wife had been en-
rolled by an aunt in the Johannesburg
church, and after studying the lessons to-
gether day after day, responded io the
call of God. They said that this was in.
deed the happiest day of their lives. The
other young man, a student at ecllege in
Uitenhage, saw the advertisement pasted
up in a railway station, He iz already
doing good missionary work amd wants
us te baptize his parents. He iz witness-
ing among the students of his college.

T believe these young people have a
great future in the finishing of the work,
and I pray that God will keep them
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faithful. As we see more and morve com-
ing te¢ a knowledge of the truth, may we
also be encouraged to press this batfle
to the gates, that when Jesus comes we
may have an abundant entrance into His
kingdom, and hear that “Well doune,”
good and faithful servants.
T. T GILLETT.

Keep It Clean

A GENTLEMAN visiting a cerfain school
announced that he would give a prize to
the pupil whose desk he found in the best
order when he returned. “Buf when will
you return?”’ some of them asked.

“That I canmnot tell,” was the angwer,

A little girl, who had been known for
her disorderly babits, announced that she
meant to win the prize,

“You!” her schoolmates jeered;
your desk is always out of order.”

“Oh! but I mean to elean it the first of
every week.”

“But supypose he should come ai the
end of the week?” someone asked.

“Then I will elean it every morning.”

“But he may come at the end of the
day.”

For a moment the litle girl wag silent.
“T know what I’Il do,” she said decid-
edly; “T’1l just keop it clean.”

Bo it must be with the Lord’s servants
who would be ready to receive the prize
at His coming. It may be midnight, at
cockerowing, nr in the morning. The ex-
hortation is not, “Get ye ready,” but,
“Be ye ready.”—One Thousand ITlustra-
tions.
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ARE YOU MOVING?

You should notify us in advance of any
change of address, as the pest office will net
forward your papers to you even if you leave
a forwarding address., Your compliance in this
matter will save delay and expense.
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