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: Lengthening Shadows of Armagéddon

PIRITS of devils are sbroad in the
S world today gathering the nations

to the battle of that great day of
God Almighty. There is a haunting fear
settling down upon mankind cverywherc
that we are facing zmother and possibly
the last world war. It is donbtfnl if eiv-
ilization eould amrvive another world cat-
aelyem, espeeially with modern atomie
weapons let loose in this age of hate, sus-

pieion, and racial animosity. These evil -

spirits have been festered by extreme na-
tionalism and the fanatieal alleginnee of
millions to the wnproved ideologies of
would-be world dietaters.

Leading statesmen are openly ex-
pressing  their fears in language as
glarming as the pon of Inspiration might
use in giving the warning. We are told
that “the hour is Iate',” yes, even “later
than you think,’ It is rceegnized that
“the pelifical and ceonomie erisis in Bu-
vope is gtaggering” and that any soln-
tion to it is almost, if not ontirely, be-
yond the power of men te solve,

Honest efforts of stalesmen to bring
about gome measure of peace only result
in other outbreaks of pent-up passions
and mo) violence. Tndis a fow weeks ago
celebrated what seemed to be the begin-

‘ning of a new cra of penes with the

granting of indepondence to the two
newly formed wations in that former
British-controlled territory., But today
India is threatened with eivil war, and
viglenee is spreading from eity to city,
threatening the very existence of the
newborn nations,

" The Middle East is a powder barrel
and no one knows when it will explode.

BY THE BDITOR

Riots are reported in Bgypt, and open
conflict has broken out in Palestine fol-
lowing months of petty eivil war, This
grouble i Palestine is likely to involve
the whole Arab world with a war against
the Western nations if they insist on set-
ting up a Jewish state in Palestine.

In the WBast Indjes peaco is only a
dream with a preearions apmistice at the
moment holding the opposing forces in
check., China is still waging eivil war
after repeated unsuecessful efforts lo es-
tablish peace. Burma is seething with
threatened  revolution. Sonth America
has had two revolutions within reecnt
weeks and other Latin Awmerican officials
feel the ingecurity of these timcs in the
exereise of their dictatorial powers, The
sitzation in Europe is Leoyond deserip-
tion, but with all her suffering and mis-
ery everyone over there is talking about
another world war. |

The acientific world is beginning to
recognize the faet that the fate of man-

kind depends teday, not on the discov-
eries of physics and chemistry, but upon
moral and spiritual forces. These, how-
over, seem impotent to grapple suceess-
fully with the Batanic powers that are
wrecking civilization and thyeatening to
make life on this planet uof worth living,

Surely today, aa never before, this last
mesgage of hope that we have beon pro-
claiming for a century is present truth.
We are not in darkness ag we look upon
a world driffing on a sea of uneertainty
and fear. We have been expeeting just
such eonditions to develop, We have been
told in both the Bible and the Spirit of
propheey that world-wide comfusion and
international conflict will precede the
coming of our Lord. Surely as we see
these things we ean look up and rejoice,
knowing that our redemption draweth
nigh.

But our responsibility is greater than
recognizing the fulfillment of prophecy
alope and rejoicing in the hope of the
near Advent of our Lerd. There is a
world lying in darkness—lost, dying,
bhopeless, and in despaiv. We have the
God-given message of hope for this hour,
At soch a time as this our God is de-
pending on us fto warn the world of its
déom and present with new power the
only kope of mankind in this dark hour,
We kave come to the kingdom for gmch
a time as this, Now is the time thab this
message of the soon coming of Jesus
must ring out from every hamlet, from
every Sevemth-day Adventist home, and
from the lips of every worker and lay
member, This s onr task.

(Continued on page 32)
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NOTES TO OFFICERS
Apnual Round-up

an annual checkup and round-up

of profits, achievemeuts, and ad-

vancement, December is the month
to summarize the year’s work of the so-
ciety, presenting your findings to the
executive committee and the church
board and also to the society in meeting.
Kcep accurate reporis for the society
records, sending a complete compiled re-
port to the conferemce M.V. secretary
and supplying a copy to the chairman of
the local churech hoard.

You may be happily surprised, for
such procedure will provide inspiration
and incentive to greater endeavor by all.
It is well worth trying, Will you do it?

Many societies follow the praetice duor-
ing the month of December of presenting
gratiz to their members a mnew. Morning
Wateh Calendar. This can become an in-
teresting feature in a devotional pro-
gram at which time you may desire to
lay plans for the distribution of the cal-
endar in the hotel rooms of your town
or city.

EVERY prosperous business ircludes

You Are Wanted

THIs should be the themo of every
M.V, Socisty with a soul-winning pro-
gram. ¥ow are wanted as an M.V. Cru-
gader. If you will listen carefully yon
wiil hear the mighty march of soul-win-
ning enthusiagm in the tread of the gol-
diers of the eross. The Lord Jesus
throws out the challenge, “If any man
will come after Me, let him deny him-
self, and take up hig eross, and follow
Me” Matt. 16:24, Ow commission is,
“Go work today in My vineyard.” Matt.
21:28. Our burden should be to eneoux-
age every Missionary Volunteer in our
soclety to answer God’s present-day cail
with the cheerful response, “Here am I;
gsend me,” Isa, 6:8.

Is your society planming to use the
twenty-eight films in color prepared for
the f{wenty-eight lessons in the M.V.
Crusader Bible Course? There are untold
opportunities in thix work for others. In-
formation regarding the films and the
Crusader Bible Course can be secured
from your conference M.V. Department.
The Crusader movement is a challenge to
you to—

1, Organize an M.V. Crusader Corps
in your society.

2. Deepon your Christiad experience,

3. Develop your personal capabilities.

4, “Share your faith” with someone
each day. .

5. Dedicate your life to world conquest
for Christ,

Holiday Gifts

HAvE youn seen the gift book eirculars
deseribing denominational books which
are particularly appropriate for thig sea-
son of the year? Write your Book aud
Bible House for a generous supply and
definite suggestions of special offers.
This holiday season give and wge your
members to give good books—M.V,
Reading Course Books, Reoreational
Plans for Missionary Volunteers, the
Morning Watch either plain or de luxe,
with its commentary Power for Today,
the Master Comrade Manual, the Junior
Handbook, vayiows books needed for

M.V. Honorg, Messages to Young People,
and the book of all books—the Bible.
‘Who knows? Even any one of these books

may change the vision of the recipient
—or at least widen his horizon. Aect
wigely, Aet today.

Caroling

CaroLing for the joy of it, or caroling
for mission money, is a pleasant and
profitable experience. It makes for a
splendid missionary contact with neigh-
borg and friends. If we have been too
hesitant in contacting nsighbors and
others in our community, this will pro- |
vide that opportunity. Be sure that
preper arrangements are made with con-
ference home missionary and M.V. see-
retaries, and permits gecured from mu-
nicipal officials where reguired. |
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Occupations Open to S.D.A,
Youth

BY THOMAS W. STEREN

Order of Service

SoNG SERVICE.

OPENING SoNG: “Be a Messenger Some-
where for Jesus,” No, 63, Gospel in
Song.

SENTENCE PRAYERs.

OFFERING.

SECRETARY’S BEPORT.

Misstonaky RErorTs.

8rucian Musio,

SyMposIUM : “Occupations Open to 8.D.A,

Youth” ‘
Undesirable Ogcupations for Seventh-
day Adventist Youth
Oharactoristies of Snitable Occupa-
tions
Classes of QOceupations
Opportunities in Seventh-day Advent-
ist Institutions
Those Who Work for Themselves
Urgent Openings
OLosmvg Sowa: “How Long,” Ne. 67.
BENEDICTION.

Occupations Open to Seventh-day
Adventist Youth

THIS article is & discussion of one of
the three great decisions that every youth
must make, His choice of a god—the
world or the Lord Jesus—is, of course,

|
the greatest decigion he will be called ‘
upon to make. And when thal ehoice is
rightly made, the others will not be too ‘
diffieuit. Another decigion too often wn-
derestimated in importance is that of‘
choosing a life eompanion. But today we
ghall concern ourselves with the third, ‘
and hardly less important of youth’s ‘
great problems—the choice of a vecation |
—that is, the profession, occupatiom, or }
business to which he shall dedicate the |
largest share of his employable time and
that shall constitute his souree of finan-
cial support.

There are two steps that must be taken
before any youth can aetually begin an
intelligent study of his own vocational
problems. First, what are the oecupations
open to Seventh-day Adventist youthf
Second, how can he know which of these
veeations would be the best for him to

‘choose? The first of these is all that we

can discuss today.

Some of eour isolated youth imagine
that only four or five vocations are open
to them—the ministry, teaching, and col-
porteur work are about all they ean iden-
tify as svitable lines of work, and often
they do not feel called to any one of
these. This is a great migtake, There are
literally hundreds of oecupations in which
Seventh-day Adventists are successtul
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and happy—just how many, and whicl
ones, mo one can accurately state, for
many new oecupations are bheing con-
stantly added to this list.

Undesirable Oecupations for Sev-
enth-day Adventist Youth

PEREAPS a negative glanee would not
be out of place in the United Btates,
There are some sixteen thousand rather
digtinet oecupations recogmized by au-
thoritative sources. Now a rather large
number of these are not suitable for Sev-
enth-day Adventists. Occupations con-
cerned with the manufacture and sale of
aleohol and tobacee, for example, are not
those that an Adventisy youth would
ehoaose. Nor would he véluntarily chooze
an oecupation where he might be called
upon to take life, as are policemen, deotee-
tives, and soldiers, A still groater redune-
tion in suitable oceupations oceurs as we
consider that for the most part the oceu-
pations econnected with transportation
and communieation are largely elosed to
Adventist youth, W'rains, busses, steam-
erg, and airplanes mainjain schedules
that offer lLittle fexibility for ome who
cannei do his part on the Sabbath hows.
The great ielephone and ielegraph or-
ganizations are of the same nature.

In fact, practieally all the great indus-
trial concerns are too big to make such
provision for tho individual Sabbath-
keeper. Nor have we mentioned commer-
cializad amusements which are seldom
suitable.

Characteristic of Suitable
Oceupations

AvTHOUGH a large numbey of the six-
teen thousand possihle oceupations are
not desirable for Adventisy youth, as we
have just pointed out, nevertheless, there
remain hundreds of vocationz that are
entirely guitable. Some few of these we
shall name; but first let us ask ourselves
just what it is thai determines whether
or not any given oceupation is accept-
able.

Primarily, it must he one in whieh the
individual has some frecdom of aetion.
Just now as T came to the office the presi-
dent of a large firm of landseape archi-
tects, who had beon on the eampus a few
hourg en business, dsked me why we do
not offer a brief course designated to
prepare men t¢ be successful gavdenexs
or earvetakers of the greunds and cam-
puses of estatesand institutions. He went
on to say that the forty-hour week could
be worked as the gardener sees fit and
that there could be ne religions problem
involved.. Not many perhaps will choose
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this vocation, but the principle illus-
trated is important.

A second characteristie of a suitable
aceuapation far Adventists is that the
work should be socially desirable—that
is, it should contribute to the well-being
and happiness of humanity. For exam-
ple, a planter of tobacco would surely not
rank his work with that of a frait grower
ag a benefit to humanity. And finally, an
veerpation aceeptable to an eavrnest Ad-
ventist will be one that will provide op-
porfunity for some active participation
in nisgionary work. Now that the work-
ing week has been so markedly short-
ened, most employees can devote some
hours each “week to missionsry work in
their leisure fime, even though their oe-
cupation exeludes it during working
hours.

But the really ideal oceupation is, of
aourse, one in which one’s entire time is
dedicated to direet partieipation in the
work of God. Happily the number of
such opportunities not omly is large but
is rapidly increaging by means of many
so-called self-supporting aclivities now
being established.

Classes of (Occupations

LET us now eonsider briefly the large
groups of activitics in which Seventh-day
Adventists arc engaged. Then we shall
discuss cach a little mere in detail. We
shall begin with these oceupations best
known to our people everywhere, and
those are the activities of the conference
waorkers. These will inelude conferenece
exeentives, pastors, evangelists, Bible in-
sfructors, aunditors, treasurers, stenogra-
phors, the departmental secretaries, and
radio evangaligts, Those whe do the office
worlk conneeted therewith are also con.
feremee workers, And then there are mu-
slelans, those who wyite for the press,
transportalion agents, and a considerable
numther of others who work direetly for
our conferences. And, of eourse, the same
general plan of organization is main-
tained in all the other divisiong and mis-
sion fields of the world, Many who volun-
teer for forelgn-mission serviee will find
their work in some of these oceupations,

Ax even larger group than that of the
conference employees consists of our in-
gtitutional workers, By this we shall in-
clude medieal ingtitutions, educational in-
stitutions, publishing houses, and food
factories, Here we shall recognize that
although the majority of the larger insti-
tutions are oldey and are opérated by the
various - conference organizations, there
are alo many so-called self-gupporting
ingtitutions, and the number of these is
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growing very rapudly. These “self-sup-
porting” institutions, as they are kmown
for want of a better name, are now of-
fering employment to many hundreds of
our youth, =nd the possibilities for
growth are almost unlimited.

Then there is a sort of intermediate
type of opportunity open te Adventist
youth. Tn this classification we will in-
clude all those who work for themselves
or manage their own businesses. We ghall
dimeuss this in more detail in a moment.
The final and fourth group of opportu-
nities open to Adventist youth, to which
we shall refer, iz for employment with
various non-Adventist organizations, busi-
nesses, and concerns, The number so en-
gaged in very large, but there are prob-
lems conneeted with this type of empley-
menf to which we shall briefly vefer.

Opportanities in Seventh-day
Adventist Institutions

Tur variety and number of openings
asecurring annually in Adventist institu-
tions ig very much greater than most of
our people realize, A rather ecomplete
analysis of these opportunities was made
in 1938 by the writer and was published
in a private edition of a bhook entitled
The Vocational Choices of Students
Whose Religious Beliefs Limit Their Oc-
eupational Opporiunities. This study is
available in the libraries of the univergi--
ties and some of the larger colleges, and
80 ig aceesgible to some readers of these
lines who are especially interested. Sinee
then the number of employees bas greatly
increased, bmt the distribution s prob-
ably about the same.

Only a reference can be made t¢ our
publishing houses, where more than six
hundred persons are employed as man-
ageys, treasurers, auditors, librarians,
proofreaders, printers, engineers, artists,
and editors. The turnover is ordinarily
rot large; nevertheless some openings in
all these fields aceur anmually. A large
number of new workers are employed an-
mually in our edueational institutions.
Most ef those, of course, are teachers,
and they are engaged in many different
aetivities, sveh as primary teaching, see-
ondary teaching, and ecollege feaching;:
and then again in both the academies
and colleges they are divided into -the
departments in whieh they work., For in-
stance, they may teach physics, or for-
elgn langnages, ox Bible history, In addi-
tion to thoge who are sirictly teachers
there are many administrative officers,
stenographers, clerieal workers, and a
still larger numher ef persons eonnected
with various other industries and serv-
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iees, For cxample, at the moment. there
is a gveat demand for competent chefs
and superintendents of food services, to
take charge of the cafeterias. There is
a large demand for enginecrs and main-
tenanee men and for those who can di-
rect the- industris] programs, including
agrieulture, printing, woodwork, aute
mechanies, and other lines. The fact is
that at the pregsent time in both homo
and foreign flelds it ie more diffienlf to
reeruit persons for some of these lines
than for the professional positions.

A fairly large number of people are
cmployed in our verious food faectories,
and hers again there is a large variety of
work to be done. Some, of course, are
promoters and office workers and theve
are maintenance men and engineers, but
the majority, of eourse, are engaged in
the different phases of aetnal food man-
ufacturo. Mogt of the food factories are
definitely om the lookout for competent
men to do both research and promotion
work, as well as for many of the other
more common positions.

But the institufions which are employ-
ing the largest number of youth and are
growing the most rapidly and which un-
questienably are te play the biggest part
in these eclosing days of world history,
are the medical institntions, We shall de-
tain ourselves a moment on this phase of
our work, In the North Ameriean insti-
tutions alone the number of medieal em-
ployees is probably now considerably in
excess of four thousand, and is growing
rapldly. This includes, of courso, physi-
" cians, and graduate and student nurses.
It alzo includes many technicians such as
X.ray and Ilaboratery techniciang and
those skilled in physieal therapy and
oceupational therapy. Tt also includes
business officers of many kinds, a large
clerieal staff, pharmacists, engineers,
maintenanse men, and a large number of
other employees.

Now that the “Out of the Cities” ecall
ig being emphasized in many of the large
cities, there are numbers of our people
who are joining in groups and establish-
ing small sanitarivms and hospitals in
various seetions, but especially in the
Southern States. These are typieaily lo-
cated om beautiful rural sites, on good
highways, but at some Iittle distance
from the cities. They vary in size all the
way from eight or ten patient beds to
185 Deds, and in services rendered, from
simple homes for rest and convalescence
to fully equipped hospitals and samitari-
ums. Most of them operate farms, and
many maintain schoels of primary and in
some cages secondary grades.
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Some of thege institutions are pri-
vately owned, but the newer poliey is to
organize legal, nonprofit holdmg bodies.
Just now the General Conferemce is as-
sisting in the organization of a general

Board of Trastees for this purpose that:

will benefit many of these imstitutions.
CUonference presidents and other church
leaders gexve as members of the hoards
that operate these institutions, and a
large program of lay missionary work is
earried on by many, There seems to be no
limit to the mumber of people secking the
care that small imstitutions of this kind
ean afford and, in many cases, liberal de-
nations can he secured toward the estab-
lighment and enlargement of sueh insti-
tubions. Small sanitariums of this kind
do not reguire a large, highly trained
staff, and many of its workers are per-
sens with only a practical preparation.

Those Who Work for Themselves

Wz have pointed ount that tho Advemt-
igt has fewer problems when he himself
has a veiec in the eonditions under whieh
he works. The days and hours that he
works, the nature of his work, the oppor-
tunities to be a help to othors, are all im-
portant items coneerning hiz work. It is
1o he expected, then, that the number of
Adventists who have their own Dbusi-
nesses, and therefore work for them-
selves, should be very large.

Many of these are, of course, profes-
sional peeple—physicians, dentists, art-
igts, auditors, opticians, and morticians.
A very large group are agrieulturalisis
of all kinds—general farmers, dairymen,
trnek farmers, florists, fruit growers, and
nurserymen, Then, there is a rather large
group of businessmen, salesmen, mer-
chants, cemtractors, real sstote agents,
inguranco agents, garage owners, and auo-
tomobile dealers, Others operato laun-
dvies, cleaning establishments, beauty
parlors, and barber shops. There are lii-
erally scores of other small businesses
operated by Adventists. Photography,
hakeries, bookbinderies, interior decorat-
ing, wateh repairing, plumbing, steam
fitting, carpentry shops, pianc tumning,
machine shops, radio vepaiting, well drill-
ing, refrigeration;, broommaking——these
are only a few of the many other small
businesses proving satisfactory to Ad-
ventiats.

Urgent Openings
Ovr youth will de well te recognize
that whereas many of the professions
either are, or soon again will be, seriously
overcrowded, for a long time in the fu-
ture, both in couference institutions and
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in self-supporting enterprises, there will
be a serious shovtage of trained persons
in the mere praetical oecupations. We
need maintenance men, mechanics, agri-
culturists, food service managers, super-
intendents of induatries, and technicians
of many kinds, and many of these needs
extond equally to the foreign fields.

W
‘ December 13
Youth Interprets the Head-
lines

BY I'oRDYCE W. DETAMORE

Order of Service

Sowa: “Onward, Christian Soldiers,” No.
90, Gospel in Song.

PasvER.

OFFERTORY.

REPORTS oF MIsSgsioNARY WoRK.

Sgwa: “Ask Not to Be Excused,” No.
223,

SvMpostumM: “Youth Interprets the Head-
lines.”

Hymr: “Leok for the Wé.y-marks," Nao.
164, -
BENEDICTION.

Note to Leaders

These talks ean be given by different
individuals or twe may be combined and
given to one young person.

Weather Prophets and Prophets

WHEN you see the headlines in your
daily paper or hear the headlines over
your radie, arve they merely more news,
or do you think of them as fulfilling
propheey .

A news flash interrupts the broadcast
to bring you an up-to-the-minute news
break, “Iresh news,” you say. But it will
be out of date and stale by tomorrow
this time,

That's the wonderful thing about the
prophecies—though twe thensand years
or more old, they are more up to the min-
ute than today’s news flashes,

“It's going to rain tomorrow,” the
droll farmer announces. “Why, how do
you know?’ you gmery. Then follows a
more or less (often Tess) safe estimate of
how to determine tomorrow’s -weather,

Sometimes the farmer {8 right. As offen

he may be wreng, Even paid weather
prophets have a high batting average of
inaceurate forecasts.

They had weather prophets in Jesus’
day. One day He sadly observed:

“When it Iz evening, ye say, It will be
fair weather: for the sky ig red, And in_ the
morning, It will be fonl weather to dav:
for the aky iy red #nd lowring., O ye hypo-
crites, ye can discern the face of the sky;
but can ye not discern the slgns of the
times 7' Matt. 16:2, 3

Young people, are you discerning the
gigns of the times? The prophecies are
heaven’s ‘clock for doomed mortals—Ilock
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at that clock and you esn see what fime
it is.

Thig afternoon we are going to take a
typieal trip through the weck’s headlines
of & city daily. Thess itemg are now ont
of date, but headlines just Hke them are
taking their places today. The Bibls fore-
casts and lessons for our day are ecr-
tainly not ouwt of date,

1 am going to ask to step up
now and give us a quick review of news
items from the past weeh—S30CIAL
BIGNS, ‘

(NoTE.-~Any of the following items
‘ will be made more forceful by substitut-
ing ‘up-to-the-minute news or headlines

from the current paper in your town.)

Secial Signs

“Divorce Problem Worst in Nation’s
Histery.” I wish every one of you eould
read this challenge by the city editor. He
points out the fact that in 1890 there
were only 81 divorees to every 1,000 max-
riages. In 1045 there were 310 divorces
for every 1,000 marriagoes, or a total of
502,000 couples divorced in one year, Al-
lowing one child for each couple, that
means one and one-balf miBion people
ground through the diveree court in one
year alone, That is one out of 100 people
affected by diverce in just ono year!

“Bride 13, Husband 74—and Everyone
Ts Happy.”

“Conple Married on Ice Skates.”

“Couple Married in Aiv.”

“Bride for Seventh Time, Still Opti-
mistie.”

On and on the arid story spreads it-
self aeross the pages. What did Jesus
say? (Read Matt, 24:37, 38, 29.)

“Boy Shoots Father in Argument Over
Car.” “I thought I might as well end it;
dad and I were always guarrcling and so
I shot him. And I’'m not sdrry. Fle was
always eruel to imother and me”’

“Hunt Fiendish Killer of Twe Bahies
in Hospital”

#Three Teen-age Boys Rob Bank and
Slay Rank Teller”’

“Jounced Tover
Sweetbeart and Self.”

But why add move! The pieture was
long ago painted by Hosea. (Read Hogea
4:1, 2, 6.) ‘

#300,000 Now Out on Sirike. Scores
Injured in Detreit.” Is this what the
apostle James foresaw in James 5% Yes,
and Paul, too, gives a detailed pieture of
last-day conditions, (Read 2 Tim, 3:1-3.)

“Inganity Inercases 400 Per Cent in
Eighty Years.” And this iu spite of med-
ioal progress,

Kills  15-year-old
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“Pop Payehiatrist Says Only One Mil-
lion in U8, Ave Perfectly Normal—
those with no anxieties, fears, strong
prejudices, or vices.” So our modern civ-
ilization isn't rushing us into the From-
ised Land after all, is it?

James 1:6 advises:

“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask
of God, that giveth to all men Hberally, and
upkraideth not; and it shall be glven him.”

Signs in Catastrophes

WuEN the disciples asked Jesus, “Tell
us, when shall these things be? and what
shall be the sign of Thy coming, and of

the end of the world§” (Matt., 24:3)

Matthew 24 was His reply. Notiee verse
7 especially now. (Read.)

And now, here are the headlines: “Mil-
lion Acres Flooded. Destruction in Three
States.”

“Thousands in Four States Aro Hit by
Food”

“Tloods, Btorms, Kill at least 300 in
Central States—16,000 Homeless”

“Agrling Crash Kills 57, Heaviest Alr
Crash Toll m U.8.”

“Train Plunges Down Embankment
Taking 30 to Horrible Death”

“Jehool Bus Struck at RR. Crossing—
34 Children Ydead” .

“Earthquake Sirikes
Killed [estimate]”

As the Spirit of God is withdrawn
from the earth, Satan’s destructive powser
will become nrore and more manifest as in
the ease of Job 1. There will be increas-
ing tragedies on the land, in the air, and
on the sca. Havoe will heecome more and
more widespread ag time draws to ifs
awful elose and cternity breaks upon thé
world, (Read Ps. 148:8 and Luke 21:11,
25, 26.)

Earthquakes will follow in rapid sue-
ceeslon. The last forty years have seenm
more destruetive earthquakes than the
one thousand preceding years. The clock
of heaven is approaching the nidnight
houwr,

“PTifty Million May Die of Starvation
This Winter.” SBuch headlines in the last
fow months have become commonplace.

China—10,000

Christ said famines would follow wars.

Yes, and pestilences, too. Look at these
next headlines, “Thirty-Three Discases
May Be Weapons in Next War.” Then
follows a sickening preview of scientific
exploity in the field of baeteria warfare
—a deseription of disease horrors that
may be inflicted on an enemy country in
the war. “Wars .and pestilences,” Chuist
predicted,

s .
nival,
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Signs in the Religious World

“NINETY-TWo per cent of New York
City Children Nover Go to Church. 920,
000 Out of 1000000 Never Attemd
Church or Sunday Sehool.”

“Only 20 Out of 1,000 in Chureh on
Bunday Fvening in U8, Survey Shows.”
(Read 2 Tim, 3:1, 4, 5.)

Those days are here,

“Broadway Church to Put in Big Car-
Beauty Contests; Nylon Hose
Prizes”

“Come to Prayer Mecting and Enjoy
the Chicken Supper?

No wonder Panl forewarned us. (Read
2 Tim. 4:2-4.)

“QOme Biltion Dollars to Churches Last
Year; Three Billion for Tobacco; Kight
Billign Dollars  for Aleohol.” “Tour
Thousand Churches Closed Last Year”
“Bix Thousand Ball Fans 8it Through

+ Rain to Watch Loeal Team Win.”

Thus today’s headlines fulfill the last-
day forecast, “Lovers of pleasure more
than lovers of God; having a form of
godliness.”

“Baptists Blast Supreme Cowrt Ruling
Uphelding Bus  Aid  to  Parochial
Schools.”

“Freedom Tonr to Awaken Nation.”

These headlineg remind us that eternal
vigilanee is the price of Jiberty. Also
they arc omens of the coming elagh in
which God’s peeple will be cousidered
the “Moxdeeai” in the gate for refusing
fo line wp with reljgio-polifico unions
and pressure groups. In that day God
alone will be the hope of His people,

Wars and Rumors of Wars

Tue most oft-repeated signs of the
lagt days, found in the Word of God, are
those telling of incregsing strife and
bloodshed, Listen:

Read: Luke 21:10, 25, 26, 28,
Matt, 247, 21,
Joel 3:0.14.
Rev. 16:12-16.
t Thess. b :1-6.

And mow, how read the headlineyd
“Warng U8, Needs Military Mis-
sions,” Seeretary of State Marshall tells
Congresa that we should prepare to go
and befriend other nations, sending mily-
tary persomnel to help in training their
armies. We are eonsidered the “arsenal
of democracy”—the equivalemt of Yving
in the momentary expeetation of waxr,
“Train 950,000 Young Men a Year
President Urges.” What a message to a
nation supposed to be at peace! Nearly
one million men a year must be trained
to fight] Wars and rumors of wars,
“Veils Taken Off THuge Bomber—
America’s Detisive Weapon in the Tvent
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of War.,” This plane is able to carry an
atomic bomb Ioad to any part of the
earth, drop its death missile and return
without sver stopping. 1t ean earry 10,-
000 pounds for 1,000 milcs.

“Fearful sights in the heavens . . .
iMen’s hedrte failing them for fear, and
for looking after those things which ave
coming on the earth.’”

Tn 47 years of this century there have
been five times as many fatalities in war
as in the 1,000 years preceding.

“Tray of Horrers for U.8. May Launch
Next War” Then follows an appealing
description by General Eisenhower of
what will probably take place in Ameri-
can cities during the first fow hours of
the next war, Generals and scientisty
alike are trying to awaken the public {o
the fearful posgibilities that lie ahead of
us as the nations rugh on to international
guicide and Armageddon.

On and on the trumpet headlines of
war peel forth, “Trouble in Palestine;
Marshall Law i Force.” “Turkey Stiff-
ene Policy with Russia Regarding De-
mands in Dardanelles,” “America’s Stake
in the Balkan Crisis.” “India to Be
Granted Full Independence” “TI.8.
Watching TRussia’s Moves in Tndia”
“Communist Plot in U.8. Ezposed”
“Alaska to Be Fortified te Prevent Peoarl
Harbor of Tomorrew.” (Read Rev, 11:
18, 15.)

Indeed, as we watch the headlines, we
are foreed to the conelusion that the end
of all things is at hand. '

“We are iiving, we are dwelling.
In a grand and awful time,

In an age on ages telling—

Tao be living is mublime.

Hark ! the waking up of nations,
Gog and Magog to the fray;
Hark! what soundeth? Is ereatton
Groaning for her latier day?

Keep your eye on the headlines and
your heart on the plophecy Keep a
wateh on the eastern honzon, for soon
the Son of Righteousness ghall arise.

woow
December 20

Gold, Frankincense, and
Myrrh
BY DOROTHY TOBREMAN BELTZ

Order of Service
song: 0 Come, All Ye Faithful,” No.
105 in Chureh Hymnal.
RESPONBIVE SCRIPTURE READING:
2:4-17; Matthew 2:1-11.

Lake

PRAYER.

Mex’s TrRro: “We Three Kings of Ori-
ent.””

LEADER’S BEMARKS,

SYMPoSIUM: “Gold, Frankineense, and
Myrrh,”

8rory: “To Springvale for Christmas.”
DICUSLION oF PLAN.

»

The Church Officexrs’ Gazette

Sowa:
658,
BENEDICTION.

“They Brought Their Gifts,” No,

Notes to Leaders
1. The entire group might gather first

"in a Sabbath school room (or just the

membears of the soeiety, with parents and
visitors seated in the church). Following
a briet prayer, after all have gathered,
a procession could be formed in the
~chureh singing the Christmas hymm, “O
Come, Al Ye Faithful” until evervone
is ready to be seated.

2. The respomsive reading may have

this interesting variation: The leader
should echoose two appropriate groups
who are seated (but stand during the
reading) at opposite rear corners of the
church. The leader will read the narrative
or deseriptive passages while the groups
respond with the passages of guotation.

LEADER : Luke 2:4-7.
Guovp i: Luke 2:8, 9.

LEADER : “And the angel of the Lord said
unto them,”

Group 2: Luke 2:10-12. “Fear not;
mauger.”

LEAbDR : Euke 2:18.
Gunoty 1: Luke 2:14,
Twappik i Luke 2-15 “And

pagsg, . . . another,
GROTE 2: Luke 215, “Let uys . . . us”
Loipmg : Luke 2 16, 17 Matf, 2:1. 2.

“Now . . Saying”
Group 1+ Mate, 2:2. “Where . . . him,”
Lwapmn: Matt. 2:3-5. “When Herod . . .

And they said wnio him,”

it came 1o

GROUP 2: Matt. 2:5, €. “In Tethlehem

.. lsrael”

LeaDpr : Matt. 2:7, 8. “Then Ilerod .
and satd,”

JGROUP 1: Mate. 2:8 “Go and search
g

0
LFADFR Matt

29, “When they . . de-
parted ;?
GROU 2'. Mate. 2.9, 10. “and, 1o .
great Jjo

ALL: Mait 2:11.

3. If this plan is camied out, be sure
that the groups practice together suffi-
ciently to ensure full, round, expressive
vplees in real unison and timing.

4. The men’s trio should be sung by
three men (who may or may not ba in
cosfumo) represemting the three magi.
They sheuld sing the first and last stan-
zas together, but stanzas two, three, and
four should each be sung as a solo hy
sach one in turn. Sing the song straight
through first; then let each man sing his
stanza again to introduee each section of
the symposium,

5. Symposium: The following sugges-
tions are intended only as brief indiea-

tions of what may he brought out by the .

three speakers of the symposium, Do not
let the talks become long and drawn out.
Choose spoakers, if possible, who ean
make each a sparkling, clear-sut gem
Sinee three men do the singing, you
might have three girls give these talks.
An asterigk (*) indicates some of the
opportunitics for enlargement on the
thought.
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The gifts the wise men brought were
the rarest and best treasures which their
land produced.

a, Gold. The royal gold recognized in
the infant Jesus the King of kings and
Lord of lords. CGold symbolizes to most
of us regal state and rule. Presented as
a gift to a king, it is a declaration of
fealty and devotion to him, Presented to
Jegus, it signifies ounr higheat submission
to Him in all temporal matiers though
in the face of persecution and afliction
{Bee Testimonies, vol. 4, pp. 88, 80) and
at the glad risk of all our “most precious
earthly possessions” (See T'he Desire of
Ages, p. 65). Gold also represents the
faith, tried in the fire, that worke by
love, love being the actuating principle
of all our giving, (See The Desire of
Ages, p. 280,)%

b, Frankincense may be considerad the
emblem of our worskip of Jesus, He be-
ing the very God. In the Bible incense is
a part of recognition and honoring of di-
vinity. This we eall worship. We worship
God through prayer, and in both the
earthly and heavenly sanctuariss the con-
stant burning of incense represen'ts the -
prayors of God’s people.*

¢. Myrrh (used ancienily for embalm-
ing) e the gift that witnessed Jegus’
sacrifices. First was when He assumed
human form, and second, when He died
the atoning death upon the cross, But it
also declaves a faith in His resurreetion
and m His offices as Son of God and Son
of man forever,

“The offering from the heart that
loves, God delights to homor, giving it
highest efficiency in service for Him -
The Desire of dges, p. 65.

§. The foregoing quotation is also a
fitting introduction to this story of Iov-
ing gifts that made widening cireles of
love. After the story is read and parallele
of meaning between it and the sympo-
ginm are pointed out, it may be sumg-
gested that the Sabbath aftor Christmas
sach one bring a cherished Christmas
gift (provided each “whispers’ first to
the dounor, as the mother did in the story)
i0 be placed in a gift box for an M.V,
Seciety overseas. Counsel with your
chureh Doreas zad Welfare board re-
garding the recipients of your box. They
have or ¢an obtain authorized names of
persons who need help.

To Springvale for Christmas

WiexN President Arthur Tilton of
Briareliff College, who usually used a
three-cent stamp, said, “Get me Chieago,
please,” his secretary, being impreased,
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looked for vast educational problems io
be in the making, but heard instead:

“Ed? Well, Ed, you and Rick and
Grace and I are going out to Springvale
for Christmas, . . . Yes, well, I've got a
family too, you recall, But mother wasg
seventy last fail and—do you realize that
it’s eleven yoars since we've spent Christ-
mas with her? Grace has been every
year. She’s going this year. And so are
we! And take her the best Christmas sho
ever had, toe, Ed,. mother was seventy
last fall

At dinner he asked his wife what
would be a suitable gift, a very speeial
gift, for a woman of seventy. And she
szid, “Oh, your mother. Well, dear, I
should think the material for a good wool
dress woumld be right. Il seleet it for
you, if you like,” He said that he would
see, and he did not reepen the subject.

In town on December 24 he timed his
arrival to allow him an heur in a shop.
There he bought a silver-gray sitk of a
finemess and a lHghtness which pleased
him and at a priee which made him fesl
eomfortably guilty. At the shop Ed, who
wags Hdward MeKilop Tilton, head of a
law firm, pieked him up.

“Where’s your present?’ Arthur de-
manded.

Edward drew a case from his pocket
and showed him a tiny gold wrist-wateh
of recent manufacture and explained, “I
expect you'll think T’'m a fool, but you
know that mother has told time for fifty
years by the ldtchen clock, or else the
shietd of the black-marble parlor angel
who never goes—you get the ideaf—and
50 I bought her this.”

At the station was Grace, and the boy
who carried her bag bore alse a pareel of
great dimensions.

“Mother already has a feather bed,”
Axthur reminded her.

“They won’t let you-take an antomne-
hils inte the coach,” Edward warned her.

“I’s a rug for the parlor,” Graee told
them. “You know it is a parlor—one of
the few left in the Mississippi valley,
And Mpther hag had that ingrain down
since before we left home

“Very nice. And Ricky’d better look
sharp,” said Edward dryly.

Ricky never did Ieok sharp. Aboub
trains he was conspicuously ignorant. He
had pa oecupation. Bome said that he
‘“wrote,” but no one had ever seen any-
thing that he had written. He lived in
town—mno one knew how—never aceepted
& cent from his brothers and was beloved
by everyone, most of all his mother,

“Ricky won’t bring anything, of
course,” they said. ' .
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But when the train had pulled out

‘without lim, cbservably, & porter came

staggering through the ears carrying iwo
great suiteases and following a perturbed
man of forty-something who said, “Oh,
here you arel” ag if it were they who
were inissing, and then squeezed himself
and hig suiteages among brothers and
gister and rng. “I had only a minute to
spare,” he said regretfully. “If T'd had
two, I could have snatched some flowers.
I flong ’em. my card and told ‘em io
gend ‘em.”?

“Why ave you taking so many lugs?”’
they wanted to know,

Ricky focused on the suiteases. “Just
necessities,” he said. “Just the presents
I didn’t have room te get in anything
elsc.”

“Presents! What?”

“Well,” said Ricky, “I'm taking books.
I know mether deesn’t care muoeh for
books, but the bookstore’s the only place
T ean ever get trusted.

They turned over his books: Travel,

* biography, a new illustrated edition of

the Bible-—they were willing to admire
his selection.

Springvale has eight hundred mhabit-
ants. As they dreve down through the
prineipal street at six o’clock that eve-
ning of Deceember twenty-four ne one
paid the slightest aitention to them as
strangers, Springvale was becoming met-
ropolitan, There was a new ehurch on one
eorner and a store building were the sign
“Public Library.” Even the little hotel
had 2 rubber plant m the window and a
strip of erstonuve overhead.

The three men believed themselves to
be a surprise, But, mindful of the panie
0 Dbe occastomed by four appetites pre-
cipitated into a Springvale monage,
Grace had told. Therefore the parloy was
lighted-and heated; therc was in the ajx
of the passage an odor of brown gravy

which, no batler’s pantry ever having in-.

hibited, seemed a pormanent savory. By
the happiest ehance, Mrs. Tilton hed mot
heard their arrival nor—the parlor angel
being in her eustomary eclipse and the
kitehen gramdfather’s eloek wrong—had
she beguwn to look for them. They slipped
in, they followed Grace down the hall,
they entered upon her in her gray ging-
ham apron worn over her hest blue serge,
and they saw her first in profile, frosting
a lemon pic. They all took her in thewr
arms at once,

“Aren’t you surprised?’ cried Edward
in samazement.

“T haven’ got over being surprised,”
she said placidly, “sinee I fivst heard you
were eoming!”

+ She gazed at them tenderly, with flour
on her chin, and then she said, “There’s
something you won’t like. We're going o
have Christmas dinner tonight.”

Their clamor that they would entirely
like that d¢id not change her look.

“Our church conldw’t pay the minister
this winter,” she said, “on account of the
new church building., So the minister and
hiz wife are boarding around with the
congregation. Tomorrow’s their day to-
come here for a week, It’s a hard life
and I didn’t have the heart to change
Tane,”

Her family covered their regret as
best they could and entered upont her
little feast.

“Certainly, my childven,” she said.
“And I’m abeout to tell you when you .
may have your Christmas presents. Not
toright. Christmas FEve is no proper time
for presents, It's stealing a day outright.
And you miss the fun of looking forward
all night long. The only proper time for
the presents iz after breakfast on Christ-
mas morning, after the dishes are washed.
The minigter and his wife may get heve
anytime from nine on. That means we've
got to get to bed early!

President Arthur Tilten lay in his bed
looking at the rmuslin enrtain om which
the streetlamp threw the ghadow of a
bare elm which he remembered. He
thought :

“She’s a pilonecar spirit. She’s the kind
who used o go ahead anyway, even if
they missed the emigrant party, and who
used to cross the plains alone. She’s the
backbone of the world. I wish I eould
megaphone that to the students at Briax-
cliff who think their mothers ‘try to boss’
them !”

“Don’t leave your windows open too
far,” he heard from the hall. “The
wind’s changed.”

In the light of a snmowy morning the
home parlor showed the cluttered com-
monplace of a room whose farniture and
ornaments were not believed to be beanti-
ful and most of them known not fo be
useful. Yet when—after the dishes were
washed—these five eame to the leather
chair which bore the gifts, the moment
wag intensely satisfactory. This in spite
af the sense of hasie with which the par-
cels were attacked—Ilest the minister and
his wife avrive in their midst.

“That’s one reason,” Mrs. Tilton said,

“why T want to leave part of my Christ-
mas for you wntil I take you to the train
tonight. Do you carad”

“I’1) leave a present I know ahout until
then too,” said Ricky, “May I¢”

“Come on now, though?’ said President



Arthur Tilton. “I want to gee mother get
her dolls.”

It was well that they were not of an
age to look for exclamations of delight
from Mother, To every gift her reaction

“was one of startled rebuke,

“Grace! How ecould yon? All that
money! Oh, ii’s beautiful! But the old
one would have done me all my life, . ..
‘Why, Edward! you extravagant boyl I
never had a wateh in my life. ¥ou ought
not to have gone to all that expenae.
Artlmr Tiltonl A silk dress! What a firm
piece of goods! T dow’t know what to say
to you—you are all too good to mel”

At Rick’s books she atared and said:
“My dear boy, yow've been reckless.
Heve are more books than I can ever
read—now. Why, thai’s almost more
than they’ve got to start the new library
with. And you spent all that money
on mel”

It dampened their complaceney, but
they understood her concealed delight,
and they forgave her an honest regret at
their modest prodigality. Fer, when they
opened her gifts for them, they felt the
same reluctance to take the honrs and
hours of patient knitting for whick' these
stood.

“Hush, and hurry,” was her comment,
“or the minister’ll get us!”

The minister and hig wife, however,
were late. Toward noon they came {o the
door—a faint little woman and a thin
man with beautiful, exhausted eyes, They
were both in gome light glow of excite-
ment and disregarded Mra, Tilton’s ef-
forts to take their coais.

“No,” said the minister’s wife, “No.
We do beg your parden, But wo find we
have o go into the country this morn-
ing?

“It is absolutely mecessary to us that
we go into the country,” said ths minis-
tsr earnestly. “This morning,” he added
impressively.

“Into the commiry! Yowre going to be
here for dinner.”

They were firm, They had to go into
the country. They shook- hands almost
tenderly with these four pguests, “We
just heard about you in the post office,”
they said. “Merry Chrisbmas—oh, Merry
Christmas! We'll be back around darl.”

They left their two shabby suiteases
on the hall floor and went away.

“All the eclothes they've got betwesn
them, would hardly fill these up,” said
Mra. Titon mournfully. “Why on earth
do you suppose they’d turn their backs
on g dinner that smells so good and go
off into the couniry at noon on Christmas
Day? They wouldn™t do that for another

The Church Officers’ Gazette

invitation. Likely somebody’s siek’ she
onded, her puzzled look denying her tone

of finality,
“Well, I'm thankful for the eall to the
covnbry,” said Rick shamelessly. “It

gsaved our day.”’

They had their Christmas dinner, they
had their afternoon—safe and happy un-
interrupted. TFive commeonplace-looking
folk in a commeonplacelocking honse, but
the eye of Jove knew that this was mot
all. Tn the wide sea of their routine they
had found and taken for their own this
island day, unforgettable.

“T thought it was geing to be a gay
day,” gall Ricky at its close, “but it
hasn’f. It’s been delightfull Mother, shall
we give them the rest of their presents
now, you and I’

“Not yet,” she told them. “Ricky, I
want o whisper to you.”

Bhe - looked #o guilty that they all
laughed at her. Ricky was laughing when
he came back from that brief privacy.
Ho wag still laughing mysteriously when
his mother returned from a telephone
eall.

‘“What do you think?” she cried, “That
wad a woman out in the coumtry. She
knew the ministur and his wife were to
be with me today. She wants to know
why they’ve been eating Iuneh in a cutter
out that way., Do you suppose—->

They looked at one another doubtfully,
then in abrnpt comvietlon. “They went
because they wanted ug to have the day
fo ourselves!”

“Arthur,” gald Mrs, Tilton with im-
menge determination, ‘let me whisper to
you, toe.” And from that moment’s pri-
vacy he also rsturned smiling, but a bit
ruefully,

“Mother ought to be the head of a law
firm,” gaid Edward.

“Mother ought to write a hook about
herself,” sald Ricky. §

“Mother’s mothet,” waid Grace, “and
that’s enough. But you’re all so mysteri-
ous, except me”

“Grace,” saild Mrs. Tiltem, “yon Te-
mind me that I want to whisper to you.”

Thuir train left M the late afternoon.
Throwgh the whits streets they walled to
the station, the somber little woman, the
bnoyant, capable daughter, the three big
gons. She drew them to seclusion and
gave them four envelopes.

“Here's the rest of my Christmas for
yvor,’ ghe said, “I’d rather you’d open it
on the train. Now, Ricky, what’s yours{”

She was firm to their protests. The
train was whistling when Ricky owned
up that the rest of his Christmas present
for mother was a brand-mew daughier,
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to be acquired as soon as his new book
wag off the press, “We're going to marry
on the advanee royalty,” he gaid impor-
tantly, “and live on ? The rest was
lost in the roar of the express.
“Edward,” shouted Mrs, Tilton. “Come

Jere, I want to whisper #

Bhe was obliged to shout it, whatever
it was, But Edward heard, and nodded,
and kissed lier. There was time for hor
to alip something into Rick’s pocket and
for the other peod-by’s, and then, the
train drew out. From the platform they
saw her brave, calm face against the
background of the litile town, A mother
of “grown children” pathetic?

She !

seemed to them at that moment the one

supremely triumphant figure in life,

They opened their cnvelopsd soberly
and sat soberly over the contents. The
note, scribbled to Grace, explained:
Mother wanted fo divide up now what
gshe had had for them in her will. Bhe
would keep one houge and live on the
rent from the other one, and “here’s all
the rest,” They laughed at her post-
seript: “Don’t argue. ¥ ought to givo the
most—~T'm the mother.”

“And look at her” sald Wdward sol-
emnly, “As soon as she heard about
Ricky, thero at the station, she whia-
pored to me that she’ wanted to send
Ridk’s sweetheart the waieh I’'d just
given her. Took it off her wrist {hen
and there.”

“That’s what she must have slipped
mto my pocket,” said Ricky.

“She asked me,” he said, “if T minded
if ghe gave those books fto the new
Springvale publie library.”

“She asked me,” sald Grace, “if T
cared if she gave the new rug to the
new chureh that ean’t pay its minigter.”

Pregident Arthur Tilton shouted wiih
Tanghter,

“When we heard where the minister
and his wife ate their Christmas dinner,”
he agid, “she whispered to ask wme
whethor she might pive the sillt dress to
her when they get back tonight.”

All this they knew by the time the
train roached the crosging where they
eould look back om Springvale. On the
slopes of the hill lay the little cemetery,
and Ricky said:

“And she told me that if my flowers
got there befors dark, sha'd take them up
to the cemetory for Christmas for Fa-
ther. By night she won’t have even a
flower left to tell her we'ro been there”

“Not even the left-over food,” said
Qrace, “and yet I think "

%80 do 1, her brothers said.

—Adapted from ZowA GaLr.
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Semior and Jaunior
December 27

The Gospel Advance in the
Middle East

BY G. ARTHUR KEOUGH

QOrder c;f Service

SCRIPTURE READING: Psalms 92.

Sowa: “We've a SBtory to Tell to the
Nations,” No, 166 in Gospel Melodies,
or No, 80 in M.V. Songs.

- PRAYER.

- SECRETARY’S BEPORT.

ANNOUNCEMENTS,
- QOFFERTORY.
LEADER’S INTRODUCTORY REMARKS:

“Heaven’s Interest in the Middle
East,”
BiBLE-MAP QUIZ: “The Middle Nast:

Ancient and Modern.”

RepopT: “Missionary Volunieers in the
Middle BEast.”

Tank: “Building a College in Hiram’s
Land.”

CHEeRUS: “Dare to Be a Daniel,” No, 48
"in M.V. Sengs.

Tark: “Faithfulness in the Land of the
Pharaohs,”

Srory: “A Vigit to Devil Worshipers.”
Crosie Soxa: “Lead Om, O King Kter-
nal,” No. 162 in Gospel Melodies, -

BENEDICTION.

Heaven’s Interest in the Middle °

Fast

THE mission field that is the subjeet
of our program -comprises what are
gonerally thought of as'the lands of the
Bihle. The modern names of these eoun-
tries are: Egypt, Northern Sudan, Ava-
bia, Palestine, Trans-Jordan, Cyprus,
TLebanon, Syria, Iraq, Iran, and Turkey.
The population of this area is 80,000,000
and constitutes a mighty challenge to
Missionary Volunteers who have asg their
aim “The Advent message, to all the
world in this generatipn.”

Have you ever thought that Jesns,
who walked the dusty roads of Palestine,
and experienced bhow hard it i3 to make
diseiples, must look down from heaven
with speeial interest as we in our day
tramp the same hille and dales to an-
nounce the Second Advent? Have you
ever thought EMjah must be another
watcher in heaven who would like to help
ug bring the people back to the worship
of the true God, “for the hour of Hix
judgment is come”? And of course Moges
is there, interested in those who are lead-
ers today, leading men and women out of
the gpiritusl bondage of Egypt info the
promised land. Three watehers in heaven,
at least three, follow with interest the
progress of the work in the Middle East
Tnion Mission, and they must take an in-
terest in such a program as this, if by
any means some Missionary Volunteers

The Church Officers’ Gazette

will fake it upon themselves to support
this needy fleld by their prayers, their
offerings, and their life service,

Adventists have conducted missienary
work in varions cenfers of the Middle
Bast for a number of years. Pioneers
such as W, K. Ising, @. Keough, F. F.
Oster, and others have spent a lifetime
of service in these paris, Yet the work
has grown slowly. However, through the
generosity of our members throughout
the world we have been able recently to
expand our educational program., estab-
lish 2 new hespital, and brild churches,
besides adding materially to our werking
force, so that the prospeets are good for
subsianiial gospel advance in the near
future,

Tt is of interest to note that much of
the progress that has been made in recent
years In the Middle East is largely
dne to the eomseeration, zesl, and initia-
tive of eur young people, As a result of
the training school that was established
in Beirut in 1939, many youth-have given
their lives for Christian service, Ome
young man gave himself to the work of
the ministry, and the Tord hag abun-
danfly blessed him. He has been imstru-
mental in hringing over fifty members
into the church and is now ordained. An-
other young man has piven equal evidence
of his eall to the ministry and will soon be
ordained. A third young man has gone
into the medieal work and earried heavy
responsibilities in our Institute of Mas.
sage in Jerusalem. Others have gone into
our gchool as teachers, and by their
lives and teaching have influenrced many
to give their lives to Jesus. In Mosul and
other parts of the Middle East Tnion
there has been a decided youth-for-youth
movement. In faet, Missionary Volun-

- tears here are gladly taking up the chal-

longe of the hour as they join the Advent
youth everywhere in their M.V. aim,
motte, and pledge.

The Middle East: Ancient and
Modern

{Nore: We suggest that a large map
of the Middle Xast he placed where all
can ges it. The leadex, or another per-
son designated by him, asks the eongre-
gation the questions and gives oppor-

. tunity for any to answer. Another person

points out om the map the country re-
ferred to n Seripture and adds the
comment in the notes of what iz being
done todsy in these eountrles.)
QuEsTIoN 1. What two places men-
tioned in Acts 2:3-11 are w0t part of the
Middle East Union Mission territory?
CommeNT: Rome and Crete; but the
Middle East Uwion was apparently very
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well represented at Pentecost. Our mem-
bership today is 1,089, and we have 29
ehurches. Our population over an area
almost as large as North Ameriea is
80,000,000, How do these figures compare
with the figures of your eonference or
uniont

QuesTioN 2, From the wood of which
country did King Solomon make 2
chariot ¥

ComumnT: Song of Solomoen 3:9.
There are not many cedars left in
Lchanon today, either for beauty or for
arficles of wood; bui there are many
who, by the grace of God, will become
“trees of righteousness, the planting of
the Lord.” On the foothills of the Leba-
non range we have a flourishing junior
eollege, three elementary schools, two
churches, and seven Sabbath schools.

QuesTioN 3. Immediately afier the
Flood into the plain of what land did
the inhabitants of the earth go?

CouMeENT: CGen. 11:2, The plain of
Shinar ig ealled Iraq today. Im “the
country’s capital, Bagdad, we have a
recently established hospital To the
south, in Basra, there is a growing com-
pany of believers; and in the north,
close to the site of aneient Nineveh, there
iz a church with a gehool and a prosper-
ous society of Missionary Volunteers.

QuesTioNn 4. From what country did
the judge of Israel come who had thirty
sons who rode on thirfy ass colts?

CoMMENT: Judges 10:3, 4, Trans-
Jordan is g kingdom predominantly
Moglem today, yet here we have fwo
chureh schools, and membera who hold
swp the toreh of fruth.

QuysTIoN 5. The inhabitants of which
country did Moses say would be filled
with sorrow upon hearing of the news ef
the erossing of ‘the Red Bea?

CommzNT: Ex. 15:14, Palestine has an
Institate of Masgage in Jernsalem and a
growing church to witness to the Advent
message. We wish there could be more in
that still froubled land where Jesus lived
and died for us,

QuestioNn 6. Throughout the whole of
which country did Jegus’ fame spread as
He ypreached amd worked miracles in
Galiles?

CoMMiNT: Matt, 4:24, There have
been many baptisms recently in Syria,
but there ig atifl much to be done in this
ancient land whose eapital is Damagcus.

Question 7. In Daniel’s vision of a
twe-horned ram, what two kings were
represented by the hornsi

CoMmeNT: Dan. 8: 3, 20, Modern Iran
is a vast country where Elder Charles
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Crider and his eorps of workers seek to
do medical, educational, and evangelistic
work. The mission’s temporal resgurces

are far from being adequate to the ery-

ing needs.

QUuEsTIoN 8. Inlo what country did
Jesus have to flee a5 a child?

CoMMENT: Matt, 2:13. Our mission
work in BEgypt leads all the countrics of
the Middle Fast. We have starbed a train-
ang sehool in Faywn whieh gives promise
of traiming a goodly number of young
people who will earry to the Avab world
“the mesgage of a erueified, risem, and
soon-coming Savieur,”

QUESTIoN 9. From what countries will
God eall out a remnant in the last days?

ComyEnT: Isa, 11:11. God makes spe-

cial mention of lands in the Middle East -

from which He will eall out a remnant.
This gives us courage to go forward in
spite of difficultiss and hardships,

Migsionary Volunteers in the
Middle East

MiggloNARY VOLUNTEERE work in the
Middle Fast is still in its infancy, but
with the recant setting up of a Mission-
ary Volunteer department in the union
and the ever-present zeal of the young
people themsgelves the prospeets are
bright for steady growth and expamnsion.

In the spring of this year there was
held at our training sehool in Beirut
what proved to be the largest investiture
service ever witnessed by our people in
the Middle Bast. Elder 8. W, Johnson,
who has heen leading out in young peo-
ple’s work this last year and who was
the main driving foree behind the invest-
iture  scrvice, wrote of the occeasion as
follows:

“High on the side of the Lebanon
mountaing overleoking the beautiful
Mediterranean Sea was the setting, on
May 17, for the investiture service of the
M. V. Society of Middie East College.
Along the coast within our vision lay
the reutes of travel of the apestle Paul
and his colaberers. Quite as inspiving as
the seene before us was the large group
of students who were to receive the in-
signia of one or more of the four Pro-
agresgive Classes. Though Progressive
Class work has been carried on for some
years at Middle East Collegs, at no fime
in the past has it heen pursued on such
a large seale, It was my unequaled privi-
loge on this oceasion to invest 2¢ Friends,
15 Companions, 8 Comrades, and 12
Master Comrades, a fotal of 59, the larg-
est number ever invested at one fime in
the Middle East Union. This meansg that
68 per cent of the enrollment of the

f
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college was invesied at one time! Thig
addition of 12 more Master Comrades
means that 29 per cent of the college
enroliment are Master Comrados. Quite
an enviable record, isn’t if¥”

Elder Johnsen also reported that the
Master Comrades have undertaken to
earn at least five new M.V, honors every
year. Two members have fiffy honors
each, Thig is an indication of the zeal
with which the young people of the
Middle Tast have taken up Progressive
Class work, and their enthusiasm is an
ingpiration to all of us,

G. A. KrpousH.

Building a College in Hiram’s
Land

“ANp Solomoen sent to Hiram, saying, . . .
Behold, I purpose to build an house unto
the name of the Lord my God. . . . Now
therefore command thou thai they hew me
cedar trees out of Lebanon. ., . And Hiram
sent to Solomon, saylng, I have considered
the things which ithou sentest fo _me for:
and I will do ail thy desire. . . . My serv-
ants shall bring them down from Lebanon
unto the sea.” 1 Kings 5:2-9.

In the mountains of Yebanon aboui
fifty miles north of Iliram’s old eapital,
Tyre, is being built another “house unto
the name of the Leord.” New buildings of
beautiful light-red-and-yellow  dressed
stone are under comstruction for Middle
BEast College on a site overlooking the
Mediterrancan Sea and the modern capi-
tal of Lebanon, Beirut. As the king of
the Lebanons assisted in Solemon’s build-
ing project, so the modern president of
Lebanon honored the present-day projeet.

Hig ¥Excelleney, Sheikh Bishara Wl.
EKhoury, president of the Lebanese Re-
publie, officiated at the laying of the
cornerstone for the men’s dormitory. He
was aecompanied by the minister of
foreign affairs, several high army offi-
cers including the chief of staff, ths
governor of the distriet, the mayor of
Beirut, and a number of other officials.
My. Bertel Kuniholm, acfing United
Statey minister and charge & affaires
of the Ameriean Legation, accompanied
by the cultural, military, and naval at-
taches, was present. Dr, Bayard Dedge,
progident of the American University of
Beirut, Dr. W. G. Greenslade, president
of the Near Rast School of Theology, rep-
resentatives frem the American Mission
and other ingtitutions were among the
guests, DBesides the crowd of speetators,
the invited guests numbered fifty,

Eldors E. L. Branson, superintendent
of the Middle East Unien, and F. B, J.
Harder, president of Middle East Cellege,
groeted the guests as they arrived. When
the president came they escerted him,
followed by his ministers and military
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gtaff, from his~ Umousine to the recep-
tion tent. On the way the company stood
at attention while the state hand played
the Lebanege national anthem and then
continged past the honor guard com-
posed of two infantry companies. After
a brief visii, during which fhe president

_asked a number of questions regarding

the school, he was taken on a tour of
inspection, Following this, in the recep-
tion tent President Harder gave a short
address regarding the objectives of the
college and the principles of Seventh-day
Adventist edueation. He then presented
the Lebanese presidemt with a silver
trowel which had been prepared with a
gouvenir inseription. Afer refreshments
were. served to the guests the company
proceeded to the eorner where the presi-

dent laid thoe stone. The ecremony was .

closed by Elder ¥. L. Branson, who of-
fered @ prayer of supplication for God’s
blessing upen the natiom and its leaders,
and for gnidance in the work of the coi-
lege.

This ceremony turned the attention
of the publie toward this rapidly develop-
mg jngtitution, Although this is but its
ninth year of operation, many souls have
.already besn won to Christ hy its gradu-
ates. Four years of college work are being
offered for the first time this year. In
these countries, where sound education is
at a premium, our. sehools are proving to
be the most effective evangelizing agen-
¢les, The recognition of this fact by the
Middle Eazt Union Misgion Committee
and by the General Conference Committee
in appropriating the funds so liberally
given by our mission-minded churches
has resnlted in the building of this beau-
tiful imstitution. Multitudes of redeemed
souls will be etermal monuments to the
blossedness of this investment.

The Camse of God is coming into
prominenee such as it has not hitherto
enjoved in the Middle East. Opportuni-
ties for service are more numerous than
the men gvailable to take advantage of
them. The needs are greater than the
means to fill them. Surely the Lord has
“get His hand again the second time to
recover the remnant of ¥is people, which
shall he feft, from Asgyria, and from

Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, .

and from Blam, and from Shinar, and
from Hamath, and frem the islands of
the sea.” I, E. J. HARDER.

Faithfulness in the Land of the
Pharaohs

Not long ago an evangelistic serjes

was being condueted in Heliopolls, a

suburb of Cairo. The Missionary Volun-
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teer society wos taking an aetive part in
mgking these meetings a suceess. Among
the many helpful things they were doing
was the weekly distribution of the an.
nouncements.

One week, at the appointed timeo for
distrihution of the handbills, the weather
was so hot that one of the young wornen
deeided that she was feoling too tired to
give out the handbills in her territory.
After all, what difference would cne week
make? As she thought it over, however,
she decided to endure the heat and fa-
tigne, for it might be that some soul
would be influenced to attend the meet-

- ings if she fulfilied her duty as a faith-

ful Missionary Volunteer. Her hard work
wag rewarded, for just as she had hoped,
one of tho handbills given out that day
regulted in a father aud his two oldegt
daughters finding their way to the hall
the next Sunday evenming, They listened
very attentively fo a most strange teach-
ing, they thought, concerning the frue
Sabbath of the Lord. This was a new day
in their Mves; and by the end of the
series of meetings, two wmonths later,
they were fully persnaded of the wonderx-
ful truths so eclearly emphasized in the
Bible.

Satan is never idle, and it was not long
before strong and very deceptive temp-
tations began to come to this family.
Some few menths passed, and then one
day a very fine young man, who was the
manager of a large firm and whe had
considerable wealth, eamne to the father
and asked for the bhand of the oldest
daughtex, This was a real opportunity
for thiz girl under ordimary eirenm-
stanees, and one that would make a young
lady in Egypt feel that she had heen
bormn under a *“lucky eharm.” The family
thought that it would he perfect to have
thig plan carvied through—thal is, all but
the young woman in q’uestion. Bhe was
convinced that she ‘would net have a
happy home unless both were unibed in
her new-found hope, Her friends thought
her fooliah, certain of her relatives
threatened her, other tried to bribe her,
but she held firm to her convietion. This
was a real victory, and only those who
haye lived in the Orient know what a
struggle like this involves. Now she and
her sister are attending our Middle Hast
College, and they hope to he a help to
other young people in remaining firm fo
principle, in gpite of severe test.

Abont this same time her father met
a very diffienlt decision of Sabbathkeep-
ing. For a number of years he had held
a very respontihle position in ome of the
important offices of the government. He
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wag firmly eonvineed that his superiors
would never hear of his taking the Sab-
bath off, especially if they knew that it
was for some religions conviction. It was
just never done in Egypt; and, more-

, over, it was not even a Christipn govern-

ment. Ounly o few more yeavrs of service
and he would be ot pension, maybe he
shonld continue working until that time.
After all, God did nobt expect a man fo
make his family suffer and sorely God
wag not as particular as. all that! Then
the thonght came to him that he would
go to the office early Sabbath mornings
and outline the work of his men for the
day, and then he could still be in time
for chnreh serviee, This, he reasoned,
geemed like an excelleni ¢ompromise—a
way to keep his job and also a way to
keep the Sabbath! He made it asnatfer
of prayer, and the more he studied and
prayed the more convinced he beeame
that he must keep the Sabbath as the
Lord-has outlined in the Beriptures. This
meant that he must ask to be free on
Sabbaths from his work in the office, and
he felt sure that his superiors would
wagte no time in teling him that his
services were no longer needed. But no!
His request was granted! And the di-
rector asked our brother why he had not
made known his desires sconer. It
scemed a miraels, and certainly it was
the guidance and help of the Lord that
found 2 way through the seemingly im-
possibie.

Today this whole family—the father,
mother, twoe sons, and three danghters—
are bound together in fthe hope of this
glorious Advent message. All five of the
young people ave in owr schools and sre
training themselves lo fake an active
part in the finishing of the work. And re-
member, all this is the result of a young
woman’d leaving one annpuncement at
the home of a stranger. What a reward
and what o lesson! There is a place for
each of us in fuifilling the great com-
wmisgion of our Bavieur. Ves, Missionary
Volunteers, your fellow youth in Rgypt
are doing their ntmost to make our aim
& reality. Nean ¢, WiLgow.

A Visit to Devil Worshipers

Or all places for an outing for Mis-
sionary Volunteers, surely the Foung
people of the Mosul, Irag, church must
have chogen the strangest when fGhey
spent the day in the village of the Veze-
dis.

‘While it is true that the majority of
the people in these Bible lands are Mo-
hammedans, yet over in Irag, the home
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of Abraham, are to be found the devil
worghipers still living in their own vil-
lages, mueh as they have for eenturies,
Not much is known of these people. They
never use the name of their deity, shai-
tan, for they fear that should his name
he pronounced some terrible calamity
will hefall them. To avoid this, they be-
lieve that they must kill the one who is
so bold as to do so, even though it
should be & visitor and stranger to their
villages,

This superstition is s¢ strong that
these people ave afraid to use a word
with the sk sound in it Strangers com-
ing into their midst must be very care-
fal, yet few realize how serious a mat-
ter it is, They are not easy to engage i
eonversation, and mogt of the time they
avoid contaect with strangers. They all
are armed with knives which are eapable
of inflicting serious injury.

The young people on this outing were
happy and tried to be friendly with the
villagers. Quite a group gathered near
the souree of the water supply, and it
was not long before they were chatting
together, the young people explaining
the nature of the Missiomary Volunteer
work, and the villagers in their twm
told of their village life,

This seemed to he just the kind of
outing that our young people enjoy the
most, for they are the most aetive soul

“winners to be foumd anywhere, But as

the group continmed talking, suddenly
there was a marked change., -

At first there was a deadly calm, and
ihen the villagers hegan fingering those
knives which were carried at such a
handy angle in their belts. Qur young
people eould not wndsrstand the changs,
but as the group became more excited,
they discovered the esuse of the trouble.
One of our girls had been tallting with
a village girl, and thinking to compli-
ment her, had wsed the Arabic word for
elever. This word, it turned out, sounded
to the devil worshipers like the word
shoitan. It wonld be bad enough to use
that name in their wmidst, but to think

that one of their own girls bad been

called shaitan was Dbeyond comprehen-
sion.

The group grew into an angry erowd,
threateming and saying that the girl whe
had nsed the word should be killed to
appease the gvil one. An angry erowd is
something to fear, but a frenzied crowd
of devil worshipers, bent on killing a
young Migsionary Volunteer was some-
thing more serions tham those young
people had ever encountered. So it was
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with fear in their hearts that they tried

their best to explain that no offense was
intended. But the more they profested
their friendliness, the louder and more
mengeing grew the erowd, until it
goemed that semething traglec was sure
to take place.

During this time the leader of the Ad-
ventist youth, Brother Ghanim TFargo,
had been busy on an errand, and when
ho returned and saw the disturbance, he
hurried to join in the defense of the
young girl, His appearance had a mest
amazing effect upon the crowd, for Gha-
nim 18 a Magter Comrade, and he was
dressed in his full uniform, with all the
honor hadges prominently displayed.

This was a sight that the devil wor-
shipery had never before witnessed, They
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I Want to Be a Foreign
Missionary
BY MABLE TAYLOR

Order of Service

OrerINg Sowg: “Missionary Voluntears,”
Ne. 83 in M.V, Songs.

SORIPTURE READING: Matthew 28: 19 20
and quotations from Spirit of proph—
eey.

SEN!Y‘ENOE PRAYERE BY SEVERAL JUNIoORS,

MissIONARY REPORTS.

SECRETARY’S REPORT.

OFFERING T0oh MISSIONS.

Sepcian Music: “Anywhere With Jesus,”
No. 535 in Christ in Song.

LEADER'S REMARKS.

DiaLogUE: “I Want to Be a Misgionary
T'oo0.”

ExeroisE: “Ten reagsons Why I Want fo
Be a Foreign Missionary.”

Musicar ReapiNg: “IN1 Ga Where You
Want Me teo Gao,” No, 566.

PRAYER 0F DEDICATION AND BENEDIC-
TION.

Notes to Leaders

“A  veteran missionary who was at

home on his first furlongh after fifty"

yezrs of mervice, was invited to take the
pastorate of a rieh city chureh. He was
{0ld of the splendid opyportunities he
would have to advance tho cause of mis-
sioms by interesiing men of means to give
liberally, tut he felt that God wanted
Lkini in the mission field.

“Later the missionary was invited te
become the cmrespondmg secretary of
his forcign mission board, but still he
felt that God wanted him whcre he was;
and that settled it. In liké manner he re-
fused an appeintment by Président Ar-
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were used to the display of authority on
tho part of government officials and po-
iice officers, but it ssemed to them that
this individval was much higher in rank,
to judge by ail his decorations, After a

fow words from him the angry crowd

began te disperse, and before the day
ended, good feelings were restored,

But tho yeung people had learned twe
valnable lessons, One was to be ecareful
not to offend other people, even though
their prejudices might seem to be un-
grounded. The other was that the uni-
form and honor badges of the Mission-
ary Volunteer Master Comrades mean
something, even in the village of the
devil weorshipers. It was an outing that
all will remember for the rest of their
tives, ARDIOE BRANSON,

JURIOR MEETINGS

thue as United States minister to Porsia,
Specious argumemis favoring each of
these appointments econld easily have
heen found, but he had the grace not ‘to
leok for them.”—The Lighted Way, pp.
56, 57. He wanted to continue with his
heaven-appointed mission in foreign
fields.

God ig calling each of you today to
prepare for such a place as this man
filed, “The greatest work in any genera-
tion is to givo God’s message to the peo-
ple of that generation. So the mogt im-
portant work in fhese last days is to
give to the world the message of a eru-
cified, risen, and socon-coming SBaviour,
Thig is the work that should fire the zeal
and kindle tho enthosiasm of every young
man and young woman who has aecepted
the advent megsage, It should be our am-
bition to have a part in the elesing work
of the gospel. Scek mnot for position or
power, but for God’s grace, that you may
be a -winnor ef wmany souls.’—Ibid,

. 59,

P A few quotations from the Spirit of
propheey may he handed out to various
Juniors to be read at the time of the
Seripture reading, A few suggestions are
given.

Immediately following the reading of
the poem “T'Il Go Where Yon Want Me
to Go” the leader may ask these who
would semeday like to go as foreign

" missionaries to hold up their hand, Then

all may he asked to bow their heads while
the leader or someone before designated
offers a prayer of dedieation. Those who
have held up their hands may form a
Junicr Foreign Mission Band, Some re-
spousible person could bo chosen as the
spongor of the band, Meetings counld be
hield regularly, and mueh help aund en-
couragement could be derived from such
an organization. These Juniors may be
enconraged to do missionary work in and
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about theiv homes kmnowing that this
would help them prepare for wider serv-
ice in foreign mission fields.

“Every true disciple is born -into the
kingdom. of (fod as a missionary, He who
drinks of the iiving water becomes a
fountain of life. The receiver becomes a
giver. The grace of Christ in the soul is
like a spring in the dsgert, welling up to
refresh all, and making those who are
ready to perish eager to drink of the
water of life.”—The Desire of Ages, p.
195,

“Kvery Christian i3 to be a mission-
ary.’—Ministry of Healing, p. 104 |

“Ivery follower of Jesus has a work |
to do ay a missiomary for Christ, in the
family, in the neighborhood, in the town
or city where he Hves, All who are conse-
erated to God are channels of light.”’—
Testimonies, vol: 2, p. 632,

“Tt is the duty of God's children to be
migsienaries for Him, to become ae-
quainted with those who meed help.—
{bid., vol. 4, p. 69,

“The Lord calla for strong, devoted,
colf-sacrificing young men and women,
who will press fo the fromt, and whe,
after a ghort time gpent in school, will go
forth preparved te give the massage to
the world.”—Counsels to Teachers, p.
548,

“Missionaries for God are wanted,
faithful men and women who will not
shirk regponsibility, . We shonld not
hold enrselves aloof from our fellow men,
but come close to them; for their souls
ar¢ as precious as eur own''—Testvmo-
nies, vol. 4, p. 73.

“Thero is a 'great dearth of laherers to
go forth into missionary fields, endowed
with the frue missienary spiJ:it, ready to
shed forth the light of truth amid the
moral darkness of the world.”—Funda-
mentals of Chrisitan Fducation, p. 201

“True educatiom is misgsionary irain-
ing. Bvery -son and daughter of God is
called to be a missionary; we are called
to the service of Ged and owr fellow
men; and teo fit ug for this service shounld
be the objeet of our education.—Minis-
try of Healing, p. 385,

“Missionaries are wanted everywhere.”
—Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 389,

I Want to Be a Missionary, Tee
(Dglogue)

Go with me if you will to a camp
meeting where wo find many Juniors and
oider young people camping with their
parents in a beaufiful litfle park near
a small city. If you listen to what ie
bheing said by a group of Juniors whe
are on their way te the Young People’s
tent for an early morning meeting, you
may hear the following eonversation::,

Jedw: Tt was g0 hard for me to
wake up this morning when the rising
bell gounded. I was so afraid lagt night
when I went to sleep that I would be Iate
for meeting this morning,

Barpara; My mother woke mo up just
a fow minutes before the bell so I wonld
have a lttle extra time fo study my
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Morping Watch text before coming to
meeting, Tt is found in Matthew 28:19,
20, and I learned in my eighth-grade
Bible class lasgt year that it 1s called the
gospel commission.

Frawoes: What does the gospel com-
wmission mean, Barbara?

BARBARA: You see, Franceg, the state-
ments o this morning’s Morning Wateh
verses are very plain, for they say, “Go
ye therefore, and teach all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Som, and of the Holy Ghost:
teaching them to observe all things what-
soever I have commanded you: and lo, T
am with you alway, even unto the end of
the world”” When it says “Ye” I believe
that means me. I do want te bs a mis-
sionary sometime,

Jeaxw: How could you go to all the
world, Barbara?

BarBARA: Well, T'm not sure how I
could ge to all the world, btut T would
like te go to Afriea someday to tell those
people that Jesus is eoming spon and
help them to be ready to meet Him. I
have heen reading some of our Junior
Reading Course books about Africa, and
T think it would be sueh an interesting
place In which to work. My, how I would
like to win some souls for Jesus.

Jmaw: It woudd be thrifling just to go
across the waters, wouldn’t it?

Frawoees: Yes, but that is not the rea-
son why missionaries go to foreign ficlda.
T heard a minister who had just returned
from Ching say that they hardly had

enough food to eat and that they lost .

everything they had during the war, but
that they were so thankful that God
gpared their Hves, Barbara, I would like
to go, too, besanse I helieve theso verses
include me'also.’

BarBARA: Certainly, you ave included,
and it s our duty and respensibility to
do cverything we can wherever we arc
to belp others to be veady for Jesus’
3001 GoaMng,

JuAN: There is the meceting tent, and
thera is already a group of people thers,
and would you listen to that song they
are singing?

“There's n tal] comcﬂ ringing o’er the rest-

lesy
‘Hend the hght‘ Hend the 1‘1ght“ »

BAreasRa: I am gure that means the
gospel light, and I do want to belp earry
it to Africa or to some other place—just
wherever God calls me to do that work:

Jeaw: T would like to talk with you
girls some more about this subject after
this meeting, if we ean get together for
a while, but we must bo guiel now, for
it iz time to go into the tent and sit
down. '
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PrancEs: Yes, let’s get together and
tallk some morc abowt this gospel com-
mission and what it means to each one.of
us and what we shonld do about it,

BarpARA: Yes, let’s do that, I’'m sure
we shall enjoy it. §HITE!

(AU three girls are sealed.)

Ten Reasons Why I Want to Be
a Foreign Missionary

1. In ordex to be & missionary I muat
first know God and not just know about
God.

2. In order to be a missionary I must
know this message that we hold so dear,

3, In order to be a missionary I must
be eongecrated to my work.

4. In order to be & missionayy T must
have good health,

. In order to bc a missionary I must
e ]ntelhgent

-6, In order to be 2 misgionary I must
be able to adapt myself to new and dif-
ferent surronndings and people,

7. In oxder to be a missionary I must
be practical.

8. In order to be a missionary I must
be able to manage my money.

9. In order to be & missionary I must
be able to get along with people and be
able to do teamwork,

1¢. In order to be a missionary I must
be able to stick to my job.

T want to be everything that these ten
rules say and imply, and by so deing, T
am gure that I shall be a successful for-
cign missionary. Those who may have to

‘work with me will depend wpon me, and

God expects me to fill the place to which
IIe may cali me,

oW
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Jiuniors Interpret the Head-
lines
BY FORDYCE W, DETAMORE

Order of Service

Rowe: “Send the Tight,” Ne. 178 in Gos-
pel in Song.

SENTENCE PRAVERS.

SECRETARY'S BEPORY.

OFFERING.

MIgs10NARY BREPORTE,

SpEcialL Musgro: “We've a Story to Tell
to the Nationg,”? Wo. 80 in M.V. Songs.

BROADCAST BApio PROGRAM : “2,000-Year-
0Old News Bulletins,”

Cr,osING PRAYER.

BENEDICTION.

‘Note to Leader

This has been drawn up in the form of
a vadio program. If possible, try to ar-
range a real or make-believe mierophone
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before which -the- Juniors can stand to
give their “broadeast” talks, After open-
ing exercises are out of the way, let the
program proceed as though going on the
anr.

2000-Year-Old News Bulletins

SrarroN ANNOUNCER: This is station
LOVE bringing you the latest news
flashes. Stand by for the speeial broad-
east, Prophecy in the News, which fol-
lows these news fashes.

NEWsBROADCASTER: And pow, ladies
and gentlemen—and Juniors, your spon-
gor brings you the latest news headlines:
“Boy FEleven Imitating Movie Gangland
Blays Buddy.” A hoy cleven ysars of age
this moraing, in typical gangland style
aceidentally shot his playmate with a .22
rifle which he thought was empty. The
boy explained to officers thai they were
playing wild west desperados as they had
seeh in the movies,

“Mother  Deserts  Threce-Month-old
Baby.” A baby was found this morming
on the steps of the Brown heme. A note
was left which read, “You can take bet-
ter care of him than I can. Don’t try to
traee me, for T am leaving tewn.”

“Tornado Strikes Western Oklahoma.”
A storm swept dewn on western Okla-
homa and the Texas panhandle last
night, destroying 3,000 homes and taking
the Iives of at least fifty. This is the
fourth severc storm to strike the nation
within a week.

“Divoree Worst in Iistory,” The Bar
Assoeiation of Chattancoga, Tennessee,
has brought ont a speeial report on the
natimal divorce situatiom. There were
502,000 couples divereed last yemr. That
is onc out of three marriages. In 1890
there were only 61 divorces for every
1,000 marriages. Wow the rate is 310 di-
voress for every 1,000 marriages,

“Barthquake in China Claims 190,000
Lives.” A severe earthquake struek with
sudden death last might the town of
Pingto claiming the lives of at least
10,0090, The whole town was demolished.
Eyewitnesses stated that monntaing
s¢emed to dance lightly while buildings
erashed. Fires which followed brought
wtill greater suffering to the inhabitants
of the ftown. Seveve cold and exposure
greatly increased the fatalities.

“Man in+ California Claims to Be
Christ.” Yesterday a man appeared in
Tos Angeles claiming to be Christ re-
turned, While he did not come down from
the clonds of the sky, spectators testify
that the man does resemble the popular
paintings of the Christ. Tt is said that’
thousands are flocking to him and that
hundreds have been healed. ‘
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" “Famine Rages in Europe and Orjent.”
It is officially reported that-upwards of
fifty mitlion may perish of hunger this
winter in Furope and the Orient unless
immediate relief ecan be obtained. The
grain shortage in other parts of the
world make relief seem almeosé beyond
hope. A speeial couneil is being called to
study the international famine threat.

“Plying Rullet’ Breaks All Speed
Reeords,” The daring Pilot Smith yoster-
day afternoon flew his plane at the un-
preecdented specd of nearly 700 miles
per hour. It is officially stated that soon
this type of plane will be sufficiently
perfocted as to be able to travel at
speeds nup to 1500 m.ph.

“Beientist  Discovers Thirty-Million-
Year-Old Relics in Mexico™ A learned
sclentist announces his unearthing of re-
markable ape-man specimens dating baek
nearly 30 million years. He states there
is undeniable evidenece that these are
relies of the missing links which tis man
and the chimpanzee into onec intorlink-
ing lineage.

“Broadway Church to Hold Cavnival."

Of great interest is the big earmival tfo
be hald on the grounds of Broadway
Church next Friday and Saturday. Pro-
ceeds are to go foward the building of
the new church swimming pool and dance
hall. The pastor states that one of the
most, popuwlar enterfainment troupes in
the country has besn engaged for the
evening entertaimment. The beauty con-
test will be one of the main atfractions.

“Six Thousand See Ball Game in
Rain.” 8ix thousand foothall fans Jasi
night mocked the weather by sitting out
the big ball game between the home and
the visiting high school tearos. Drenched,
hui gay, thousands stayed ill the Iast.

“Thirty-Three Diseases to Help Fight
Next War,” Gengral Fisenhower yester-
day in his news eonference graphically
deseribed the horrors of mnext world war,
dud not te the use morely of atomic
weapons, but the use of germ warfare.
The war department has now perfected
methods of scattering germs in alien ter-
ritory so that a whole nation may sud-
denly he mearly paralyzed. Thirty-three
different types of diseases are now con-
sidered possible weapons in the event of
war with another mation.

“War ®aid Inevitable” Seerciary
Bmith made the flat assertion last night
in his nsilion-wide address that war
within the very next few years or per-
hape months is ingvitable.

And that, ladies and gentlemen, is the
news till now.
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THEME BONG (Td be sung by one or
more Junjorg): “Lift Up the Trumpet.”
HTift up the trumpet, and lond Jel it ring;

Jesus is coming again

Cheer up, ye pllgrims, be jovrul and sing
Jesus is coming again{

“Coming again, coming agﬂin

Jesus iz coming again !

STATION ANNOUNCER: And now, sta-
tion LOVE takes pleasure in bringing
you the special broadcast Propheey in
the News by (supply Junior’s name).

BroaDCASTER: Good morning, listen-
ers, We ave happy to be with you again
this morning for our weekly round-up of
the news in the Light of Bible propheey.
But fixst, let us take a wmoment  for
prayer. T am glad to have Lere
witlt me in the studie, and he will lead us
i prayer. Shall we bow our heads.

(Prayer)

Broavcaster: Aad now a werd before
we go further in our program. We want
te invite all you Juniors listening in to
envoll in the Voice of Prophecy Junior
Bible Correspondence Course of twenty-
four lessons, fully Hlustraled and printed
in twelve colors—a course every Junior
should take. Write to the Voiee of Proph-
ecy, Box 85, Los Angeles, California.
Thank you!

Certainly today, friends, as we listen to
the news, we are reminded that we are in-
deed iving in a grand and awful time,

Song: “To Pe Living Is Sublime,”
one stanza.

BroapcasTsr: This morning as we lis- |

telt {0 the news, our minds are earried
back to the words of the Master and His
messengers nearly {wo thousand years
ago.

One day the disciples came to Him
“gauying, Tell us, when shall these things
bed and what ghall be the sign’ of Thy
coming, and of the end of the world¥”
Matt. 24:3.

Josug’ reply is the great signg-of-the-
times chapter of the Bible-—Matthew 24.
Net only this chapfer but many other
paasages of the Bible tell ug what condi-
tions would be like in the last days. In
the light of theso two-thousand.year-old
news forecasts, let us review today’s
news—onr world foday as described by
Jesus and Ilis aposiles and prophets
of yesterday: .

“Boy Xleven Tmitating Movie Guaung-
land Slays Buddy.” Here is the sad story
of thiz Hittle fellow who unintentionally
but fatally shot his pal. He told the police
he was imitating his favorite movie hero.
How this carries our minds to the proph-
ecy of TTosea. (Read Tosea 4:1, 2, 6.)

a
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Today thousauds of ehildren are suffex-
ing because their parents have forgotten
God.

“Mother © Deserts  Three-Month-Old
Baby.” You have heard this tragic story
of a deserted child., How muech like what
Paul foretold. (Read 2 Tim. 3:71-3.}

What a list of the sing of the last days!

“Tornado Strikes Western' Oliahoma
and Panhandle.” In the last few hours
thousands have been loft homeless by
angry winds and woiers. As David said,

“¥ire, and hail; snow. and vapours:
stormy ‘wind fulﬁ]lmg Hig word.” Ps, 148 :8.

Yes, and hesgides, let us read what
Jesus foretold in Luke 21:25, 26.

Certainly we have reached that age that
Jesus Foreteld, when the earth would be
filled with storms and catastrophes.

Az the Spirit of God is withdrawn,
moro and more havoece will be wreaked on
man by his cremy Satan, Satan’s powor
will beeome more manifest as God’s re-
straining power is withdrawn.

“Rarthquake in China Claims 10,000
Lives.” Just as Jesus foretold:

“And there shall be rfamines, and pesti-
lenees, and earthquakes, in divers places.”
Matt, 24:7.

There have been more destruetive
earthquakes in the Iast forty years thaun
in tho preceding one thousand years.
Surely the end must be mnear.

#California Man Claims o Be Christ.”
Often today false propheis and false
Christs sppear, but we need nol be de-
coived; Christ foretold these very decep-
tigns. (Read Matf. 24:23-26.)

We ean koow when Josus really returns
for Jesus says:

“For as the lighiuing cometh out of the
easi, and ghineth eveu unto fhe west; so

ghall also the ecoming of the Son of man he.r
Matl, 24:27,

And John adds:

“Behold, He comelh with clouds;
every eye ‘shall see Him.” Rev. 1:7.

and

“Famines Rage in Burope and Asia”
Isn’t that oxactly what Christ foretold
would foliow the increasing wary of the
tast days? Let me read it to you again,
{Read Matt, 24:7.)

““Flying Bullet’ Breaks All Speed
Records.” We are certainly living in a
day of knowledge as far as inventions
are concerned, and also the world indeed
is running to and fro, just as the ange?
told Daniel. (Read Dan, 12:4.}

“§,000 Seg Ball Game in Rain.”

“Broadway Chureh to Hold Big Carni-
val and Beauty Contest”

What do these headlines make you
think of? (2 Tim. 3:1, 4, 5.
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We have certainly reached a pleasure-
mad age. Even many of the leading
churehes have sold out to pleasures and
questionable entertainment to attract
the erowds. No wonder John pled as he
did. (Read 1 John 2:14-18.)

Indeed we Hhave reached the
time,” :

“Thirty-Thres Diseases to Help Fight
Next War.” Ohy, what news! Did not the
Magter describe ‘“pestilences” ag accom-
panying the warfare of the last days?
(Read Matt. 24:7 and Laoke 21:11.)

“War Said TInevitable”” People mno
longer agk, *Will war come again?”’ but,
“When will the next war start?” (Read
Joel 3:9-14, and also what Jesug said in
Luke 21:10, 11, 28.) )

SBurely the day of Jesus’ coming is nigh
at hand wnccording to all the signs in
God’s Word. The guestion we must ask
ourselves today is, “Am T ready?” for
the eoming King is at the door.

Song: “At the Door.”

Crosueg PRAYER.

STATION ANNOUNCER: This brings to
a eclose another broadeast of Prophecy
in the News. Tune in again next woek.

“lagt

Woow
Decomber 24y

Spreading Christmas Cheer
BY J. 0. IVERSEN

Order of Service

Sowa: “Happy Loyal Juniors,” Ne. 57 in

M.V, Bongs.

SENTENCE PRAVERS.

SeriPTURE: Matthew 25:34-40.

OFFERING.

SECRETSRY’S REPORT.

M1s810WARY REPORTS.

Song: (A theme song might be substi-
tuted.)

SUPERIMTENDENT'S REMARKS,

STorY: “CGeorgie Graham’s Chvistmas.”

AcwosTic: “Christmas.”

Symreostom: “How I Can Spread Cheer
at Christmas Time.”

I. They’re Fun to Make.
II. Throwing Boomerangs.
I, Why They Thought Tt Was a
Good Idea.

REsronsk: (Give Juniors opportunily
to add any ideas or tell of similar ex-
periences of their own.)

Crostng Sene: “In the Serviee of the
King,” No, 82.

DBENEDIDTION.

Notes te Superintenderiis

One very interesting and effective way
in which Junior M.V.’s can do missionary
work is by spreading cheer at Christmas
time. Not only ave many people made
happy hecanse of these acts of kindness,
hut also the Juniors wheo spread the cheer
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ave blessed. The program for today sug-
gests various things Juniors can do dur-
ing the Christmas season to spread good
cheer and make a lot of people happy in

'so doing.

The acrostic poem “Christmas” may be
given by a group of young juniors, or it
may be given by just ens. After the dif-
ferent parts have been given, it wounld be
interegting and helpful to have wvarious
Juniors tell of little experiences they
have had at the Christmas season in help-
ing others who aren't ag well off as wa
might be in becoming happy. It wonld
algo be helpful here in the program-to
organize for spreading cheey.

The superintendent might add other
features such as a quiz, poem, or any
other item of thiz nature to help make
the program interesting.

Christmas

C i for Christ—Ilike every day of the vear.
H is for help—joyful with cheer.

R is for radiant—your face to behsld,

In giving to others more than twofold.
8 is for Saviour who zave us His all.

T is fox trust in the dear Master’s call,
M je for more than zifts we can bear.

A iz for all we can possibly share.

8 is for smiles to drown every care,

Georgie Graham’s Christmas

The stories told of Christmas cheer
never grow old to any of wus, and espe-
cially stovies of unselfighness and love.
For instance, the story about Georgie
Graham. Have yen heard of Georgie
Grzham? If not, we want you to meet
him so that you may share with him the
true spirit of Christmas,

Georgie Graham had mne father—bhe
had died juét a year bvefore our story
beging—se Georgie’s mother had to work
to support her children, Georgie was tfen,
the eldest of his brothers and sisters, and
so felt that he must help his mother in
supporting the family, Omne winter morn-
ing when Georgle appeared in answer to
onr advertisement for an office boy, Pr.
Boattie looked surprised as he laid his
hand on Georgie’s head and said: “You’re
a little shaver to do what I want done.
Can you be trusted to go about the ecity
to eoleet billy, or he left here in the offie
doring my absence?’

(Georgie assured the doctor that he
world try his very best'to please him. So
Georgie spent the few weeks remaining
before Christmas running evrands for
Dr. Beattie. With Dr. Beaftie’s permis-
sion he saved the carfare he ngually used
every day to buy the lovely kid mittens
with the fur tops for his mobher for
Christmas, Her hands did get so cold
when she walked to wovk. Gegrgie loved
hig mother and wanted her to have mueh
the same care that his father had given
her when he Tived.
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Dr. Beattie had a great deal of admira-
tion for Georgie’s vunselfish devetion to
his mother and for his eagerness and
willingness to work hard for his family.

The two weeks before Christmas passed
quickly, and the day bhefore Christmas
Georgie had permission to stop on his way
uptown to purchase the longed-for mit-
tens, Mis facc was radiant as he brought
them back to the office. ALl day the
package lay on the desk, and at evening
he earried it home ingide his jacket, and
from there trangferred it to his bed under
hig pillow until the next moramng,

Georgie was up even before the sun on
Christmas morning. Tiptoeing downstairs,
he placed the lovely mittens beside his
mother’s plate at the table. After placing
the gift there in the dimmess of the early
morning, he went out to the shed to fix
hig skates—beeanse he must skate on

"Christmas day.

The sun was flooding the earth with
beantifnl sunlight when Georgie beara his
mother calling him to his simple Christ-
mas morning breakfast, As he walked in

through the kitehen door, the bright sun °

shone full wpon a brand-new overcoat
and a pair of top-boots placed at Geor-
gie’s place at the table. No one scemed to
know mueh abouf if, but his mother said
a siranger had left the package at the
door after Georgie had gone to bad. When
they were seated at the table and after
mother had fried on her mittens, she
dropped a erigp fem-dollar bill imto
Georgie’s hand.

When Georgie's mother learned of the
miles that the loving little feet had txav-
eled in tender thought for her, ohe
blessed the kind friend who had seen
and appreciated it all and had given her
dear boy sueh a warm overcoat and hoots
that had helped make such a bright
Chrigtmaa.

We don’t have to have lots of money
to spread a litfle Christmas cheer—just
a few simple kindnesses may help to make
somebody’s Chrigtmas a Httle brighter.
—Mgg. N. XK. BRADFoRD, Abbreviated,

from Our Little Friend,

How I Can Spread Cheer at

Christmas Time

L They're Fun to Make

Ag Christmas comes and goes each
year with all its pleasant thoughts, we
Juniors ave given many opporbunities to
spread the cheer thgl gees with this
seagon of the year. There are a lot of
things we esn do to spread happiness to
both young and older omes, I think that
this year we Juniers should do more than
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we have over done to make people happy,
bheeanse *when " we help others we help
Jesug. It is Jesus who said: “Because
ve have done it unto one of the least of
these, . . . ye& have done it unto Me.”

‘What happens to your Little Friend or
Youth’s Instructor? Fven when we are
through reading them, they shouldn’t be
thrown away or put away Where they
will never be seen again. Why not give
these papers to our sick and shutin
friends at Christmas time? Isn't it a
dreadful thing to be giek or crippled and
not be able to walk, play, skate—espe-
‘eizBy at Christmas time when there is so
mueh happiness and excitememt every-
wheret We who are well and strong and
who enjoy so many blessings should be
happy to help the less fortunate than we,
and here’s one way to do it!

Let’s gather all our old Little Friends
and Youth's Imstruclors and bind them
inte a single hook. Or, if you like, we ean
make several books and make each of
them smaller, depending on kow many we
want to prepare. Then, get some pieces
of cardboard, paint them or cover them
with colorful pictures and construection
paper, letter the title on the front and
place perforations cloge to the bottom and
top of 211 the papers and eardboard, and
uge these cardboards for ecovers. Find
gome eolored string or ribbons and bind
them together, You know, this will be a
lot of fun for those of you who make
thege hooks, and you may be assured that
the ones fo whom you give them will be
both “happy and fhankful for your ex-
pression of love and thoughtfulness.

If several of you want to get to-
gether, as a group, and make up these
books, you will spend mueh pleagant time
in go doing. ‘

If we don’t know anybody who happens
te he sick or shut in, we ean ask our
church pastor, because he meots a lot of
these people, and he will bs able to give
us thelr names, And what a fine thing it
would be if we could visit these folks
and glve them the book at the same time.

Let’s try to let our light shine a litile
brighter this Christmas season and help
make the path of someene a little hrighter
and more cheerful.

¥i. Throwing Boomerangs!

Did you ever play with ome? Xt's o
very queer and interesting thing to play
with. You throw it in a certain direction,
and soon it cames right back to you
again, And, if wyou're mot careful, hits
you,

Here's & boomerang that wiil give yon
hours of fur at Christmas time—the
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boomorang of spreading good cheer, The
more you throw out, the more will come
baek to you again to make you and me
happy.

A good idea would be to take our Sun.
shine Band, or fornt ong, and go out sing-
ing the besutiful Chrigtmas carels such
as we hear in churches and over the radio
at Christmas time. We ean carry on this
plan in two different ways.

One way would he to go to the more
fortunate homes before Christmas time
and sing our carols, While singing these
songs, two of our folls eould solieit in
thege homes for money to use in huying
boxes of food and other worth-while
gifts for our poorer and less fortunate
friends, People like to hear Juniors sing,
and as these songs such ag“Silent Night,”
“0 Little Town of Bethlehem,” float
upon the winter air, it will warm the
hearts of the banker, the grocer, and the
sterekeeper, and they will want to hslp
eur Juniors.

The second way to throw beomerangs
ig to visit other Juniors whe may be shut
in or are erippled and who can’t get out
to play like other boys—just like Johunmy

Carrington, who is recovering from a

bad accident, or Sylvia Brown, who will
never be able to walk again. Then there
ars the children’s wards over at the hos-
pital filled with boys and girls who won't
be home at Cliristmas time, Wouldn’t they
be happy if we eould go and sing for
them and wmaybe bring them a Hitle
gift at the same time? Leét's be sure to
remember Grandma Carver who lives by
hergelf down the street. Bay, we can have
loads of fun this Christmas, Let’s organ-
ize into a—what shall we eall it? “The
Sunshine Brigade” ‘You know, we ean’t
throw happiness at gomeone elge without
gotting a little on ourselves,

I, Why They Thought It Was a
. Goad I1dea

Tdeas! There are all kinds of them,
some good and some not so good. But
hare is an idea which ia very, very good.
Wo saw the idea put to work in a Junier
Missionary Veluntesr Society at Chriat-
mag fime,

The Juniors presented a program be-
foro the holidays, and what a good pro-
gram it was, too, with carols sung, pieces
spoken, and an appropriate dialogue on
making Christmas pleasant for others.
At the close of the program they an-
nounced that a very special offering
weuld be taken to buy food for Christ-
mas baskets, and that on the morrow
they would vigit some poor families, leav-
ing bagkets and hoxes of food so that on

December, 1947

Chrigtmas day these people would enjoy
& real Christmas dinner.

The morrow came, and after an infex-
esting time collecting the food and sack-
ing the boxes, they went on their four of
the homes wherein lived poor folks. They
thrilled to the “thank youw’s” and to the
happy expressions on the faces of the
boys and girls in these homes. And the
morning for. them was nearly as happy
and exciting ag Christmas morning was
a few days later. It was a morning long
to be remembered.

There are a lot of homes whose tables
will be almost bare of good food at
Christmas time if our J.M.V. Socleties
do not help in bringing them boxes and
haskets of tasty food for the Christmas
dinner,

You may know of some boys and girls
in your neighborhood whe are poor. Per-
haps their mother and dad are umable
to work, If you don’t know of any such
names, maybe the Dorcas leader in the
church can supply you with some, or
perhaps your pastor, because he spme-
times visite such people in their homes.

After you have gotten some names,
perhaps you can take a speclal offering
in your meeting or in comnection with a
special evening program at Christmas
time, and then with your Junior spousor,
go shopping. In addition, each Jumior
might ask meother if she could spare a
fow cans of vegetables or fruit, or any
ether food standing in the refrigerator
or on the shelf that wouldnt be missed
too mueh, Then, bring these articles to
your leader’s house, the chureh bascment,
or your church sehool room, and then with
your leader and sponsor, fill the boxes.
It sounds like fun, and it is!

After securing the services of some of
the senior members, or parents and their
cars (depending om the number ih your
group), proeeed to distribute the boxes
to the homss, and wateh faces light up!
and your own, too, when you realize that
someone else’s Christmas will be kappier
becauge of your kindnegs.

Tt's a good idea, ism't it? Try it, and
it will work!

woow
Docember 27

The Gospel Advance in the
Middle East

BY G. ARTHUR EEQUGH

The material for use on this date will
be found on pages 9-12,
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“Make Ready a People Prepared for the Lord”

The Challenge of a More Effective
Evangelism

BY M. K. DCKENROTID

IN this hour of the world’s history
there is one word alone that stands above
all others and presents fo the Christian
believer a terrible challenge. That word
is pvangelism. Fvangellsm in ite broad
senge may be applied to a xumber of soul-
winning enterprises; but evangelism in
its restrieted sense, and to a move definite
application, refers primarily to the finest
co-ordination of humanity with the Div-
ine for the redemption of fallem beings.
It iz a complex secience involving the
most serions isswes ever entrusted to man.
It i the work ordained of God “to wake
ready a people prepared for thc Lord,”
Linke 1:17,

We are charged by God to keep faith-
fully the trust reposed in us. The exhor-
tation of Paul to the young preacher,
Timothy, is a tender appeal to the
church of God teday: “O Timothy, keep
that which is committed to thy trust,”
“that they may lay hold oy etermal life”?
1 Tim. 6:20, 19. Keeping this trust is a
' solemn charge indecd. “The work that the
Gospel labels as missionary work is a
straightforward, substantial work which
will shine brighter and brighter unto the
perfeet day.”—Manuscript, 215B., 1899,

This statement of the servant of the
Lord elearly places upon us the respon-

Suggestive Program for Sabbath,
December 20, 1947

ANNCGUNCEMENTS.

Orenivg Sowa; “Christ for the World,”
No. 452 in Church Hymnal.

SorPTURE READING: John 1:35-48.

PRAYER.

OFPERING
WORK.

fpEctaL Mugre (or hymn No, 548).

Reapmve: “The Challenge of a More
Effective Evangelism,” by M, K. BEek-
enroth.

SHORT READINGS: “The Neglodted Out-
let.” “A Lay Member’s Report” “In
Prison-—Ye Came.”

Miss10N AND Local: EXPERIENCKS.

EvaNgrLISM CoveNaANT CARDS,

Crosme Sowg: "Go Labor On* No. 441,
in Churech Hymnal.

ror CHURCH MIsS8IoNARY

sibility of heing engaged in this mission-
ary work of proclaiming the gospel and
evangelizing the world. The Lord expeets
every memnber of the church to be a son)
winuer because the world stands in such
desparate need today of that which the
church alone can give. As evangelists and
amhassadors for God these challenging
days should eause us to be more diligent
and more energetic in carrying on a
larger evangelistie program. The missing
nete in mwodern living is evangelism. The
world needs to understand the stovy of
salvation and the way of redemption
elearly, and it must be made as real to
them as Calvary itself,

Jolm R. Mott sajd of the times: “Man
today iz on the spot. He is ripe for great
decigions, The soul of humanity today
ig being plowed up, and the time of un-
precedented  opportunity is  ¢lose ab
hand.”

The unconverted are pntside the eharch.
‘We need to get to them and proclaim to
them the measage of this houv, “God ealls
for consecrated workers who will be true
to Him-—humble men who see the need
of ovangelistic work and do not draw
back but do each day’s work faithfully,
relying wpon God for help and sprength
in every emergeney.'—FEvangelisin, p, 24.

Participating in this great evangelistie
movement ig a well-tvained aviny taken
from the ranks of the chureh, moving
forward in eomplete wnity with one ob-
jeetive in mind. The iustruction is clear
that spivitual laymen are to partieipate
it the work of salvation along with the
ordained workers.

“The church has a special responsi-
bility laid upon her to attend to these
souls whe have followed the first vays of
light they have received; and if the mem-
bers of the church negleet this duty, they
will be unfaithful te the trust that God

has given them.—Review and Herald,

Apyil 28, 1896,

“This is home missionary work, and it
is as helpful to thosg who do it as to
those for whom it is done. The kKindly in-
terest we manifest in the home circle, the
words of gympathy we gpeak to our broth-
ers and sigters, fit us to work for the
members of the Lord’s household, with

“whom, if we temain loyal to Christ, we
shall live through eternal ages”—Fyan-
gelism, p. 363,

Surely here s a challenge for a greater
evangelism. The need of full partieipa-
tion by every member of God’s chureh is
required. A complete congsecration is
called for. We are almost home. Yet
there is still so much to do we are almost
staggered by the task. Along the way of
life there are many weary souls, O that
the membership comprising the chureh
might rise to its privilege and even now
engage in giving rest and comfort to
those who seek it!

A little while agoe a boy was riding
along in a crowded streetcar. A poor
wagsherwoman bearded the car, but be-
cauge there was no seat available she had

Notes to Leaders

Though the first S8abbath of the month
is the one regularly devoted to the special
Home Missionaxy program, it is suggested -
that in December the Homeo Missipnary
chiireh *service be held on December 20,
thus avoiding any conflict with the regu-
lar week of prayer services,

Please bear in mind that the programs
suggested in the GAZETTE ate merely sug-
gestive insofar as the actual items are
conegrned. It is our sineere desire, how-
ever, that the subjeet under conmderatmn
for the first Sabbath of each month shall
be followed, even though some {imes it
may be omitted and others substituted.
With ingenuity and forethought the mis-
sionary leader may se plan and emliven
the program as to make it a vitalizing in-
fluence in the chureh.

The first reading for December 20 is
entitled “The Challenge of a More Ef-
feetive Evangelism? and it is a timely
message, The short readings are inter-
esting and inspiring, but afler these are
given, there should still be time for some
intevesting experiences of local chureh
workera following the ghort mission ex-
periences given here. Relating such ex-
petiences on the program will cateh the
attention of everyone prosent.

May our souls be so inspired by the
gospel commission, and so stirred with
the needs of a godless people in a god-
less world, that we will go out in *the
apirit and’ power of Elijah” and preach
the gospel by every available means at
our command. Don't fail to present the
Evangetam Covenaut - Card which has.
been gent out for use on this day.
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to stand, She had worked hard all through
the day; her ceountenanee showed that.
Noticing the poor woman, the lad quietly
arose from his seat and, geing over to
her, said, “Please, Ma’am, you may have
my geat.”’

The washerwoman locked at the boy
and said, “Ah, sonny, T hate to take your
geat, but I am tired. I do appreciate it
very wmuch.”

The little fellow looked up at her with

pride and joy, and said, “Ob, it’s all
. right, ma’am; it is not far to home any-
way, and if it will give you rest I am
glad to give it to you.”

So it iz with life, Many there are who
are weary and burdened with their cares
and responsibilities. The wmprecedented
times through which we are pagsing offer
to: the churehk the greatest evangelistic
opportunities. These are days when we
are almost home; ‘when with pride and
joy we should be able to gay to the weary
travelers of life, “We are almost home,
What I offer will give you rest and I am
glad that I can tell you about it

This appeal comes at an hour when
evangelism should more firmly take root
in the hearts of God’s people. Let us
arise evenr now and do our appointed
task.

The Neglected Outlet

“The electrician had stopped at the
street corner to remew carbong in the are
lamp. A small boy had stopped td watch
him.. As the day was bright and sunny,
the boy was agtonished to see that the
man bad on rubber beots. ‘What do you
wear those boots for? he asked. ‘Do you
think it’s going to ramm?¥
« “The workman laughed good-naturedly.
‘No, gonny, I wear them so as to be gafe
from electric shocks when I handle these
lamps. Eleetricity caw't go through rub-
ber very well, and one of the funny things
about elestricity is that it ean’t get into
a person unless it ean get out again,’

“Is not that true of ctler things in
life also? Take lave. It ean’t get into a
human heart unless it can get ocut again.
It mmst either find an ontlet in gerviee,
or die. Yet many persons forget that
truth,

“The clearest stream in the world will
guickly beeome a stagnant pool if its
waters find no escape. Clog the channels
of usefulness with the rubbish of selfish-
ness, harshness, or indolence, and {he
streams of affection will soon become a
foul and stagnant morags that reflects
no loveliness and enrieches no barren
places.”’—Selected.
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A Lay Member’s Report

News From India’s Northern Fronller

Tut day of great doings is dawning,
Peshawar echoes the Macedonian 'ery
with outstretched hands, *“Come over and
help us” We feel the time of great op-
portunities hag arrived in this frontier
outpost, and with this as a strong base
of operation, the entering of Afghanistan
with the third angel’s message ia possible
after very prayerful planning.

Many influential lay leaders of other
denominations are tired of what they
have reesived and are thirsting after
the truth. They are pleading for the
third angel’s message to be taught them,
volunteering to finance and maintain our
preachers and schoolteachers. This group

R RV E AT AR VR EVRVR EVEVR TR
i
EMPHASIZE

GREATER LAY
EVANGELISM

on December 20

More Members Giving Bible
Studies and Conducting
Public Efforts

numbers over fifteen hundred souls, and
for them schools are urgently needed.
Doors are opening everywhere for Bible
studies and vernacular Sabbath schools.

Not being able to speak Urdu fluently,
I am unable alene to supply their wants.
We need a strong, consecrated TUrdu
preacher, and a worker to answer this
call, and with the Tord all things are
possible,

While giving a Bible study last Sab-
bath evening, with some deeply spiritual
seekers after truth, a Christian lady doe-
tor and her husband, who is also a doctor
employed in the mission hospital, happily
surprised us by explaining the subject of
the millennium as we had presented it to
them. At firgt they disagreed with this
doetrine of the millennium as we teach
it, but now they believe and are teaching
it to others. The lady doctor has a group
of ten peopls with whom she holds Bible
studies in Urdu on Saturday nights, giv-
ing them the identical studies that we
imparied to her. My wife and T felt as
if wo could weep with joy to see how the
Lord, knowing our imability to speak
the language, hag raigsed up one who can
de it so welk

Another eouple with whom we have
completed the full eourse of studles, have
kept thair little baby from being chris-
tened beeause they want one of our

December, 1947

pastors to dedicate him, preliminary to
their baptism later on, '

We have just begun a geries of studies
with ancther interested family. At the
lagt study we had with them, over a week
ago, many of their friends were present,
ineluding a profesgor in a Christian col-
lege, and the deep interest shown was
strikingly manifested on their faces.

I have just made eontact with a major
while on leave hers, and hope to follow
up this interegt. Who knows, these con-
tacts may prove to be steppingstones for
our advance into Afghaniséisn and be-
yond. Feclesinstes 11:1 veads, “Cast thy
bread upon the waters: for theu shalt
find it after many days.”

We request your prayers that our hum-
ble efforts may be crowned with success,
and that the Lord who giveth the in-
rrease will provide more workers for this
needy fleld, STEPHER HASLAM.

;

“In Prison—Ye Came”

InsPIRED by the words of Jesus, “In-
asmuch as ye have done it unto one of the
least of these My brethren, ye have done
it unto Me,” Brother Martin Heller,
local clder of the Bethichem, Pennsyl-
vania, church, went to the warden of the
Allentown prison about three years ago,
and requested the privilege of doing mis-
sionary work for the inmates. The warden
readily gave his eongent o such a plan,
allowing Brother Heller the hour be-
ilween two and three in the aftermoon on
the first Sabbath of each month.

‘With true missionary zeal and fore- °
sight Brother Heiler organized a mis-
sienary band in the Bethlehem church,
and they have been conducting services
in the prison ever since. The program
they put on has been very well received.
The warden greatly appreciates the work
that is being done, and the prisomers
often say that they can hardly wait for
the month to pass for the band to come
again; and many express the desire to
have the program omce every two weeks
instead of only once a month.

The prison chaplain has been very cor-
dial, and came in a number of times to
listen te the program. In his closing
prayer he has invoked God’s biessings
on the band, praying that these Chris-
tian workers might continue their efforts
to bring hope and cheer and faith in
God to the bound as well as to the free.

The members of the band enjoy wit-
nesging for Jesus. Brother Heller says
the success of their efforts is due to the
willingness of everyome to be ready to
fill in on the program whenever needed.
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Sermons We See

“I’ rather see a sermom than lear
one any day.”’

It was the evening of the first day
after the entrance of sin into this world,
and realizing the urgency of bringing a
message of repentamee, faith, and hope
to our flrst paremts, the Creator of the
universe visited the Garden of Eden and
chose as the text for His first sermon
that immortal promise of a Redeemer
found in Genesis 3:15. As He told them
the story of His life manifested through
the plan of salvation, the Saviour ilus-
trated His text by taking an innocent
lamb and slaying it to remind them of
the faect that they had sinned, that sin
brings death, and that they had hope
through Christ, the coming Redcemer. As
Adam and Eve wore their elothing made
‘of sking they had 2 continual reminder
of that memorable sermon and iig mean-
ing for them. Thus by means of visual
education the Saviour impressed the
truths of the plan of salvation upon His
hearers.

Centurios passed and in directing the
education of Tsrael, Christ ingtructed
that the commandments of the Lord
should be written upon the gates and the
doorposts of their homes, thus giving
them @ visual reminder of their duty to
God and to their fellow men. The sanc-
tuary service, with its numerous objeet
legsoms, was a visualized portrayal of the
plan of vedemption. By means of dreams

INDIEAA

Brother Martin Hof-
ler (2d from left),
front row) and the
Group From the
Bethlehem, Pennsyl-
vahia Church, Who
Relgular[y Vigit the
Allengown FPrizon.
Mr. Dregsler, Prison
‘warden (4th frem
right, front row) Co-
operates With This
Project, as Does Mr.
Heydt, the Prigon
Guard (standing be.
hind the group).
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and visions the Lord visualized His mes-
sagds for the prophets.

The Master Teacher, during His
oarthly ministry, made constant usc of
the visual aids of His day to impress the
lessons of divine wisdom and practieal
truth foreibly and impressively upon 1lis
hearers. :

The carly days of the Advent Move-
ment were characterized by the charts
and symbols used so widely by our plo-
neerg in the preaching of the prophetic
message. In speaking of the value of
truth-teaching deviees, the mesgenger of
the Lord counseled: “Wa ghould seek te
follow more closely the example of
Christ. . . . His active minfstry consisted
not merely in sermonizing but in edueat-
ing the people . . ., simplifying Hiy dis-
courses by the use of parables and sym-
bols. Instruction has been given me
clearly and digtineily that charts should
be used in the presentation of truth. And
these illustrations should be made sfill
more impressive by words showing the
importance of obedience”—EBvangelism,
p- 203. ‘

Visual aids help to gain and hold the
interest of the andience and make an in-
delible impression apon those who “ses
the sermon” By making the lessons very

real and practical, they stimulate to ae-

tion. In the words of a visual edncation
specialist, “Visual aids are sireamlined
education. People have the opportunity
to learn more in Jess time, the encourage-
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ment to vemember longer  what they
learn, and the stimulus to put inte prac-
tiee what they bave learned.”

The experience of publie sehools, in-
dustry, and the armed forees has proved
to church Jleaders in recent years the
value of vismal aids for religious pur-
poses. Everywhere Christian educators
and ministers recognize that the mosi”
lasting impressions are made upon the
mind through the eye, and they are using
wodern methods in the presentation of
Bible truth., With increasing success our
laymen are presenting the third angel’s
message with the atd of projectors and
the excellent flmg which so elearly pre-
sent our doctrines. This is indeed a ful-
fillment of the prediction made by Sister
White that “sueh methods will be used
more and more in this cosing werk.”—
Ibad., p. 205,

The pagtor of a large city church was
called away for a period of months, and
left to the laymen the work of following
up the -interested people with whom he
was in contact, Some members whoe had
never before given a Bible study were
urged to go alomg with those who were
showing the pictures. Enthusiasm grew,
and it was not long until ethers were giv-
ing studies and the members of that
chur¢h had five projectors and a film
library of their owsn. When the pastor re-
turned after three monfhs thero were
eleven people who had fully aceepted the
truth, and seven were ready for baptism.

For twentleth-century needs, God has
given twentieth-century tools so that you
and I can do a bigger and befter job for
Him. The new book Trawing Light Bear-
ers gives an excellent summary of the
various helps that are available. For full
particulars write your conference home
missionary seeretary. }

Prroy W, MaNurn.

Age No Barrier to Missionary
Activity

SEcrETARY R, H. FIoRLING, of Tlorida,
tells of one of the most earnest and sue-
cessful Jay members, Mrs, H. P. Heiner, -
of the 8t. Petersburg chureh, who, al-
though about eighty years of age and de- -
pleted in physieal energy, distributes our
literature and obtaing subscriptions for
the Signs of the Times and Life and
Health., Reeently she distribued two
hundred copies of Our Little Friend aud
Segns of the Times, and cbtained fifteen
annunal subgeriptions for the Signs and
for the Life ond Health, giving three
Bible studies to interested individuals
digcovered while working,
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Training the Laity

By Mary T, WaLsH,
Columbie Unwon Bible Instructor
¥

THIs ig a subject that should receive
careful consideration by every econfer-
enes worker. The talented lay members
. seattersd throughout the churches pos-
sess great potentialities, Much has been
lost to the cause because they have not
been trained and set to work.

“The work of God in thig earth ean
never hbe finished wuntil the men and
woinen comprising our church-member-
ship rally to the work, and unite their
efforts with those of mimisters and church
officers. . . . It is training, educatign,
that is needed. Those who labor in vigit-
ing the churches should give the brethren
and gisters instraction in practical meth-
ods of doing wmissionary work.”—Testi-
monies, vol. 9, p. 117,

“L.et some help the people to lsarn
how to give Bible readings and to eon-
duet eottage meetings.”—Ibid,, p. 83.

“A wise general instrmots his officers
fo train every soldier for aetive service.
e seeks to dovelop the highest efficiency
on the part of all. . . . He counts on loyal
and untiring serviee from every man in
his army. The responsibility rests largely
upon the man iu the ranks. And so it is
in the army of Prince Emmanuel”—
Ibid., p. 116,

“The leaders in God’s cause, ag wise
generals, are to lay plans for advance
moves all along the lne. In their plan-
ning they are to give special study to the
work that ean be dome by the laity for
their friends and neighbors,”—Ibid., p.

(118

“From door to door His servants are
to proclaim the message of salvation.’—
Ibid., vol. 8, p. 16.

“The best help that ministers ean give
the members of our churches ig not ser-
monizing but planning work for them.
(ive each one something to do for others.
.. . And let all be taught how to work.”
—Ibid., vol. 9, p. 82.

When I read these statoments from
the pen of Inspiration, I am siirred to
the depths of my soul. As T Ipok over
the field and see how this counsel from
the Liord is being disregarded, I am pro-
foundly amazed, Were an angel to speak
to us in the language of heaven, would
we he aroused to the importance of this
work? I believe we would go forth from
this mecting freighted with a burden for
the members under our gupervigion, This
work of training and developing workers
from the ranks of the laity will pay large
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dividends hoth in goul winning and in
decper spirituality throughout the chureh.

~ It will solve the difficulties which some-

times arise among the wmombers over
soms trivial matier.

In a church that wag divided and sub-
divided info faetions, a Bible training
class was conducled. An intensive pro-
gram was put on, and every member was
enlisted angd encouraged to attend the
clagss peried regularly. Every person
brought his Bible, and was eneouraged
or required to turn o each text for him-
self. Before many evenings together the
Hpirit of God came into our midst, and
personal differences were bamished. The
current 6f theught was changed, and

there was manifested a burden of soul
which was not evident before. When they
wore right with God, then, ang only then,
eould they work for others,

Boefore the elass elosed, @ numbey of
outside people embraced the message,
and this brought a transfusion of new
spiritual life to the cntire body wheo
had been attending the class. Some of
those who were involvod in the contro-
versies, and had lost their first love, ae-
knowledged that threugh the course
given in the Rible training e¢lass, their
love was restored; they received a mnew
vision of the sacredness of the Inessage,
and its power to transform the life. What
was wrought in the lives of the members
of this partieular chureh has been dupli-
cated wherever suech a class hag been
held.

The conducting of such classes has a
twofold purpose. The first and primary
one iz fo establish our membsrs in the
message 50 that they will know what they
profess. Tt is a deplorable fact that the
vast majority of our dear people arve in-
capable of giving a eoherent study from
the Word of God on the doctrines of the
“message. The day is not far distant when
they will be obliged to bear witness be-
1 fore cavilers whose purpose i8 to confuse
and bring the truth into disrepute.

Here is a statement from the Spirit of
‘propheey that hears out this assertion:

“Have you that intensity of zes), that
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piety and devotion, which will enable
you to stand when opposition is brought
upon you? If God has ever spoken by me,
the time will come when we shall bo
brought before counells, and every PHosi-
tion of truth which we hold will be se-
verely erviticized. " —Beview and Herald
Euatra, Dée. 11, 1888,

Are we, brathren and sisters, getting
our people ready to stand before such
councils? Surely it is of ubtmost impor-
tanee to familiarize pur lay members
with the tenety of the three angels’ mes-
sages. When they have something to tell,
the Lord will give them the power to
tell it.

‘While teaching the doetrines, instruc-
tion can be given on how to impart to
their friends and neighborg the knowl-
edge they have aequired. So the class will
have acepmplished its twofold purpose—
establishing the members, and they, in
turn, imparting the truth to others. It
will also help to solve the erying need
for eonference Bible instruetors, as many
can he encouraged to seecure a' higher
training by attending our ecolleges.

I would suggest that wherever confer-
ence Bible instructors are loeated, they
should be promoting this kind of work.
They ¢an give field experience to those
who are especially adapted to holding
Bible studies and cotiage meetings, Thus
will be fulfilled the Word of the Lord
written in the Beview and Herald Esire,
December 24, 1889: “The Bible will be
opened from house to house, and men and
women will find aecess to these homes,
and minds will be opened to reecsive the
Word of God.”

(To be goncluded)

“Use Me or Lose Me”

A RBiwasH Indian knew of a very ex-
cellent spring of water. Every time he
used it he covered it up. He was afraid
other tribes might discover it and use it,
He drsaded the dayrwhen that refreshing
water would no longer be his to enjoy.

Others, however, did find that spring.
They used it constantly—and so did the
Biwash Indian. To his utter amazement,
he diseovered that the more people used
it the more water there was to use.

People are like that spring, The more
we are used by God and man, the more
use we ¢am be. God is like that spring.
The more we depend and rely on God, the
greater His provideneces, and the more as-
tonighing His mercies.

Someone has correctly said, “Use me or
los¢ me.” That's right!—The Church
Herald.
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A Monthly Missionary Soul- Win-

ning Service

Ir it is true that tho elurch has been
organized for goul-winning serviee, then
why donw’t we mako more TOOm im our
chureh serviees when we can falk.about
soul winning, when we can pray about it,
when we c¢an challenge one another to
greater soul-winning activities?

If tho most effective way of ereating a
longing in the hearts of members to take
part in soul-'winning work is the reeital
of soul-winning expericunces, them why
don’t we condnet our missionary services
in such a way that members ean rclate
their cxperiences on how God saved their
souls and how someone else helped them
to find salvation as well as how they have
been instrumental in saving others?

If what our ehurches need today is not
sermonizing but to be taught to labor for
those for whom Christ died, why do we
as preachers and missionary leaders con-
tinue to preach to onr peoplc even on our
Thome missionary day and doggedly per-
sist in doing the very thing we are told
will not bring the greatest results In
soul-winning work? Can it be that we
Tave logt our true vision of the work,
that we follow the way of least resistance
or of least effort, or that we are not en-
gaged in soul-winning work ourselves
and, therefore, havo no fresh experi-
ences to relate to stir the hearts of our
people?

If it iz true that where there is ome
there should be hundreds laboring for
lost souls, then why don’t we seleet a
time at least once each month when the
hundreds are pressed to talk about this
soul-winning work in the manmer de-
seribed above and not at some other time
when only a few will altend? A Wednes-
day night or Friday night serviece can
never take the place of a regular eleven
o’clock chureh service to find and to stir
the masses to greater soul-winning work.

Tho monthly soul-witming servieco can-
not be made a real success without mueh
effort, study, planning, and prayer, bui
if properly condueted, it will bring rich
rewards. These meetings can rekindle the
fire on many an altar where the flame has
weil-nigh gome out. They ean warm up
many a heart that has grown cold. They
can moisten many an eve that has gone
dry. They can cause the Divine Spirit

from above to leap once more from a
complacent, sluggish mind to a lukewarm
heart and stir the soul to new feelings of
holy emotion and eestasy and bring new
joy to the participant. Our message will
become more clear and our Christian ex-
peripnces more real, The best preacher
giving the best sermon ean never aecom-
plish what =a *soul-winning experience
meeting ean do. Try it and be convineced
yourgelf. At theso meetings when we talk
about tract distribution some members
can tell how a tract browght him to the
light or how scmeonc else was saved that
way, When lay preaching iz discussed,
let some brother relate his experienees in

Working for God—
A Questionnaire

1. How many should be taught how
to work?
. Answer: “Let all be taught how to
work.”—Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 82,
2. When should church members be
taught to work?

Answer: ‘Hspecially should thoese
who are newly come to the faith
be educated to become laborers
together with God,’—Ibid.

3, How many of those converted are
to be assigned work?

Angwer: “Hveryone Who is #dded to
the ranks by comversion is to be
assigned his post of duty.’—Ibid.,
vol. 7, p. 80.

4. What is the best help that your
pastor can give you?

Answer: “The best help that min-
igters can give the members of our
churches is not sermonizing, but
planning work for them.’—Ibid.,
vol 9, p.

5. Should the pastor arrange work for
evely ¢hurch member?

Angwer; “Give each one something
to do for othersX—Ibid.

6. Where should these members engage
in the work?

Answer: “Wherever a church ig es-
tablished, all the members should
engage actively im  missienary
work. They should wisit every fam-
ily in the neighborhood.”—Ibid.,
vol. 6, p. 296,

7. What good will result from engag-
ing in the Lords work?

Angwer: “If set to work, the de-
spondent will soen forget thejr
despondency; the weak will be-
come strong, the ighorant intelli-
gent, and all will be prepared to
present the truth as it s in
Jegus.»—Ibid., vol.' 9, p. 82.
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lay preaching or tcll the experience of
another. When we discuss house-to-hounse
visitation, someone can tell an experience
on how a vigit at a time of uwtmost dis-
eouragement, brought a great blessing fo
some heart. When we discuss the topie of
our humanitarian work, one may relate
a recent experiemce on how a poor family
was won through human kindness and
how prayer for a disecouraged mother
brought new hope and life.

In larger churches there is plemty of
wmaterial to draw from. A wide-awake

leader will eull out those experiences that

will bo helpful to him and will assist
members before the time eomes on how
these experiences ean be related most ef-
feetively, In small churches where the
well might ruw dry, experiences ean be ob-
tained from books or periodicals or from
leaflets.
members ean be taken onto the platform.
In the smaller churches it is better to
have them report their experiences right
from the floor. There are obstacles and

Where the aundience is large,

disconragements, to be sure, but when we

are out to accomplish sp much for Ged,
nothing ean be too hard.

At the close of such serviees let mem-
bers make requests for prayer. Let lay-
men eome forward and offer that prayer
in behalf of others. Our prayer meefings
can then be more to the point,

Always have books, tracts, periodicals,
on hand to pass out at the close of each
monthly missionary meeting, also leaflets
on how to do this work. SBomeone should

have charge of the literature table or

tract rack. If members are too poor to
buy new material, let the different homes
bring together copies of our periodicals
and books and tracts, and put them on
this table for the purpose of exchanging
and pasging them out. Every member
should be encouraged to take something
alomg from such 2 meeting. No one
ghould leave empfty-handed as they go
out of the church to meet the lost, judg-
ment-bound world,

If we have move frequent missiomary
commitiee meetings to talk about this
great work and to plan together and to
pray about it, great things ean be accom-
plished. Assignments can he made to
each of these wmembers attending the
misgionary committee to help prepare a

.

good program and some good musie, and

help locate individwals who have had
soul-winning experiences.

Our time 'is short. The field is large.
And many are looking wistfully to
heaven, waiting only to be gathered in.
Let us be up and doing.

D. E. Rumves.
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The Literature Ministry

Established by God

“Qur publishing work was established
by the direction of Grod and under His
special supervision, Tt was' designed to
accomplish a speeific purpose. Seventh-
day Adventists have been chosen by God
ag a peculiar people, separate from the
world. By the great cleaver of truth He
has eut them out from the quarry of the
world, and brought them into eonneetion
with Himself, He has made them His
representatives, and has called them to
he ambasgadors for Him in the last work
of salvation. The greatest wealth of

" iruth ever entrusted to mortals, the most
solemn and fearful warnings ever sent
by God to man, have been .committed io
‘them to be given to the world; and in
the accomplishment of this work our pub-
lishing houses are among the most effec-
tive zigencies.

“These Iingtitutions are to stand as
witnesses for God, teachers of righteous-
ness to the people. From them fruth is te
go forth as s lamp that burneth, Like a
great Hght in a lighthouse on a danger-
ous coagt, they are constamtly to send
forth beams of light into the darkness of
the world, to warn men of the dangers
that threaten them with destruwetion.”—
Testimondes, vel. 7, pp. 138, 139,

To Do Work of John the Baptist

“The publications sent forth from our
printing houses are to prepare a people
to meet God. Throughout the world
they are to do the same work that
wag done by John the Baptist for the
Jewish nation. By startling messages of
warning, Gods prophet awakened men
from worldly dreaming, Through him
God called backsliding Jsrael to repent-
ance, By hig presentation of fruth he ex-
posed popular delusions, In eontrast with
the false theories of his time, truth in
his teaching stood forth as an eternal
certainty, ‘Repent ye; for the kingdom
of heaven iz at hand, was John's mes-
sage. This same message, through the
publications from our printing houses, is
to he given to the world to-day.”’—Ibid.,
p. 139,

Large I'art in Finishing Work

“Let it never be forgotten that these
nstitutions are to eo-operate with the
ministry of the delegates of heaven.
They are among the ageneles represented
by the angel flying “4n the midst of
heaven, having the everlasting gospel to
preach unte them that dwell on the earth,
and to every nation, and kindred, and
tongue, and people, saying with a Ioud
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voice, Fear God, and give glory to Him;
for the hour of His judgment iz eome.’
Rev. 14:8, 7.

“Prom them is to go forth the terrible
denunciation, ‘Babylon is fallen, is fal-
len, that great eity, because she made all
nations drink of the wine of the wrath
of her fornication.” Rev. 14:8.

“They are represented by the third
angel that followed, ‘saying with a lound
voice, If any man worship the beast and
his image, and roceive his mark in hig
torehand, or in his hand, the same shall
drink of the wine of the wrath of God.
Rev. 14:9, 10. .

“And in a large degree through our
publishing houses is to be aecomplished
the work of that other angel who comes
from heaven with great power, and who
lightens the earth with his glory.”—
Ibid., pp. 189, 140,

Object of Publications

“Our publications have a most sacred
work to do in making elear, simple, and
plain the spiritual basis of our faith.
Kvorywhere the people are taking sides;
all are ranging themselves either under
the bauner of truth and righteousness or
under the banmer of the apostate powers
that are contending for the supremacy.
At this time God’s message fo the world
iy to be given with sueh prominence and
power that the people will be brought
face to face, mind to mind, heart to
heart, with truth. They must be brought
to see its superiority over the multitudi-
nous errors that are pushing their way
into notice, to supplant, if possible, the
word of God for this selemn fime.”—-
Ibid., p. 150.

Reach Corners of Earth

“I have been shown that the press is
powerful for good or evil. This agency
ean reach and influence the public mind
as no other means ean. The press, con-
troled by men who ave sanetified to God,
ean be a power indeed for good in bring-
ing men to the knowledge of the truth.
The pen ig & power in the hands of men
who feel the truth burning upon the
altar of their hearts, and who have an
intelligent zeal for (lod, balanced with
spund judgment. The pen, dipped in the
fountain of pure truth, can gend the
beams of light to dark corners of the
carth, which will reflect its rays back,
adding new power, and giving increased
Hight to be seattered cverywhere.”—Lifo
Sketohes, p, 214,

Harvest of Precious Sonls
“I have heen shown that the publica-
tions already have been doing a work
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upon some minds in other eounmtries, in
bryaking down the walls of prejudice
and superstition, I was shown men and
women studying with intense interest pa-
pers and a few pages of tracts upon pres-
ent truth, They would read the evidences
%0 wonderful and new to them, and would
open thenr Bibles with a decp and new
mterest, as subjeets of truth that had
been dark o them were made plain, espe-
clally the light in regard to the Sabbath
of the fourth commandment. As they
searched the Seriptures to see if these
things were so, a ncw light ghone upon
their understanding, for angels were
hovering over them, and impressing their
minds with the tyuths contained in the
publications they had been reading,

“T gaw them holding papers and traets
in one hand, and the Bible in the other,
while their echeeks were wet with tears;
and bowing before God in earnest, hum-
ble prayer, fo be guided into all truth—
the very thing He was doing for them
before they called upon Iim, And when
the truth was received in their hearts,
and they saw the harmoniops chain of
truth, the Bible was to them a new book;
they hugged it to their hearts with grate.
ful joy, while thelr eountenances weve all
aglow with happiness and holy jory.

“These were not satisfied with merely
enjoying the light themselves, and they
began to work for others. Some made
great sacrifiees for the truth’s sake and
to help those of tho brethren who were in
darkness, The way is thus preparing to
do a great work in the distribution of
tracts and papers in other languages.”-—
Tbid., pp. 214, 215,

Ts It Wrong to Report?

TrERE ave very gincere Christians all
over the world who feel that it is dis-
tinetly wrong to tell of what they have
done for OChrist. They think that mis-
gionary reporting is out of order, and
they bage their convietions on Matthew
6:3 which says, “When thou doest alms,
let not thy left hand know what thy
right hand doeth.” They think tha¢ this
prohibits any form of reporting. What-
ever it does mean, and I think the mean-
ing will be clear as we proeeed, it surely
eannot mean the telling of what God has
done through them, as that would do
away with a large portion of the book of
Acts. Notice Acts 11:4, “Poter rehearsed
the matter from the beginning, and ex-
pounded it by order unto them.” This
was simply n missionary veport of his
visit to g family.
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Acts 14:27 says, “They rohearsed all
that God had done with them, and how
He had opened the door of faith unte the
Gentiles” Acts 15:12 reads, “All the
multitude kept silence, and gave audience
to Barnabas and Paul, declaring what
miracles and wonders Ced had wrought
among the Gentiles by them.” Acts
21:18, “He declared particularly what
things Ged had wrought among the Gen-
tiles by his ministry,”

No, it isn’t wrong to tell of the work
of God through one’s effort, To the con-
trary, once should feel as did Nebuchad-
nezzar after his reason had returned to
him. He said, “L thought it good to show
the signs and wonders that the high God
hath wronght toward me.” Dan. 4:2,

The Spirit of prophoey refers to this
verse twice: “I was shown that this
seripture does noi apply to those who
have the cause of God at heart, and use
their means humbly o advance it. I was
direeted to these texts: ‘Let your light
so shine before men that they may see
vour good works, and glorify your Fa-
ther which is in Heaven. ‘By their fruits
ye shail know them.” I was shown that
Seripture testimony will harmonize when
it is rightly understood. The good works
of the children of God are the most ef-
fectual preaching that the unbeliever
has"—Testimondes, vol. 1, p. 193.

“In these words Jesus did not teach
that acts of kindness should always be
lkept secret. Panl the apostle, writing by
the Holy Spirif, did not conceal the gen-
crous selfsaerifice of the Macedonian
Christians, but told of the grace that
Chrisi had wrought in them, and thns
others were imbued with the same spirit.
He algo wrote to the church at Corinth
and said, “Yonr zesl hath siirred wp very
many.’ (2 Cerinthiang 9:2 R.V.)

“Christ’s own words malke Tis meaning
plain—that in acts of charity the aim
shonld not be to seeure praise and honor
from men, Heal godliness never prompts
an effort at display. Those who desire
words of praise amd flattery, and feed
upon them as a sweet 1morsel, are Chris-
tizns in name only*—Thoughts From
ihe Mount of Blessing, pp. 120, 121,

It is ostentation and boasting that is
condermned, but not glorifying God by
demonstrating what the Holy Spirdt is
ablo to do through a humble child of
God. Consequently, missionary reporting
with the righf motive, and of the right
kind, is perfeetly proper, and it iz a
glory fo God to reveal fo others His
power upon human hearts.

Hexny F. Brown,
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* Gleanings for Soul Winners
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Opportunities

TrEA? windmill worried him a lot. He
and his brother were partuners in the feed
store, and his brother insisted on letting
the mill Tun on Sunday. Of reeent years
he had become dissatisfied with the spir-
itual help he had received from his eon-
neetion with the Duich Reformed Chureh,
e was not the only-one that felt that
way, His new seeking after fruth was
shared by about eight otherg, and they
met together weekly for special prayer
and Bible study. He had been trying to
persuade his brother to snspend all busi-
ness operations on Sunday, and at last
he saceceded in getiing this promise from
him: “I belisve,” said he, “that Sunday
is no more sacred than any other day,
However, if you will bring me one text
from the Bible that says we should keep
it, we will close down the mill on that
day.” This was surely a fair proposition,
and he reported it very enthusiastically
at the next prayer meeting of the group.
Only one text! Surely there must be dos-
ens of them! The matter was as good as
settled!

After the usual earnest prayer for di-
vine guidance, they opened their Bibles
and -began to study this question. To
their amazoment, they found no word of
Sunday’s sacredness. Saturday was the
Bible Sabbath. Of this thers was wo
question, When first they started this fel-
lowship in sceking after God, they prom-
iged obedience to the word, whatever the
sacrifice it required of them. And so the
matter of Bunday and the mill became
submerged in the wider issnes of obedi-
ence to the letter as well as the gpirit of
the Taw.

There lived on the diamond fields of
South Africa, in those days of the late
18707, a unique character. Hig siame was
William Hnnt. He had been gold mining
in northern California some years be-

forc. In a near-by town was a large tont, -

It had not been there long, and was evi-
dently wmsed for religlous meetings, He
decided to go and listen. In spite of
Yyears spent in the rough life of mining
camps, he had & strong desive {o serve
God. After the meeting was over, he
went and introduced himself to the
speaker. “Mr, Loughborough” he said,
“T Dbelieve what you have said about the
Sabbath and that the -return of Jesus

will spon take place. I would be glad if
you eould supply me with reading mat-
ter on these Bible subjects you are pre-
senting here.” Mr. Hunt took a supply of
our Hterature back to his mining camp.
When the heavy &ay’s work was finished,
he .sat beside bis campfire with his new-
found treasure—the treasure of the third
angel’s message. When Sabbath came,
the piek and shovel and pan were left
alone and the day was spent with his
Bible and truth-filled literature. His min-
ing eperations were only moderately sue-
cossful. FThen came news of a rich gold
strike in Australia. He packed his pick
and shovel, hiz personal effecis, and as
much Adventist literature as he could
get and sailed through the Golden
Gate to what he hoped would be a golden
West. But he was not too smecessful in
Anstralia and was unhappy theve.

Meanwhile, on the African veldt there
occurred an incident that was to change
the lives of many people, not the least
of whom were these eight seekers after
troth and Willlam Hunt himself,

A miming engineer was traveling
throngh the country, and stopped one
night at the home of a Boer stock
farmer. His grandson, Piet, told me this
story when I met him out West this
summer. Piet and T were in sehool {o-
gether when we were boys, and we were
very bhappy to talk over old times again,
He said, “This miner noticed that the
youngsters were playing with some peb-
bles, He ealled to ome of them. ‘SBonny,
let me see those stones, will you? ‘Sure,’
said the boy. The miner examined them
earefylly, turned to the hoy, amd said,
‘I give you a shilling (2 quarter) for
that one.’ A whole shilling! For a com-
mon gtone he picked ap on the veldi! The
man must have lotz of money, to spend it
g0 freely. However, that was none of his
business. He could use the shilling. ‘Yes,’
he sald, ‘give me the shilling, You ean
have' the stone,’ The miner sent that stone
to Denmark to be eut, and it found its
way at length into the crown jewels of

‘Great Brilain and brought the miner

£16,000 (450,000 approximately), Thus
were diamonds found near Kimberley!”

The news traveled around the world.
It veanched the Australian mining camp
where Williasn Hunt was becoming dis-
satisfied, and he sailed for Africa. First,
however, he wrote to the publishing
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house in Battle Creek and ordered more
literature to take with him, He lived
alone on the diggings. In one cormer of
his room was a pile of copies of the Re-
view and Herald that reached almost to
the ceiling. His mining operations wero
quite suceessful, but they did not change
his modest manner of life. He kept on
hand and distributed a stoek of Seventh-
day Adventist literature to all who would
accapt it,

In the course of time the eight seekers
after truth came atross some of these
papers. They read them with interest.
Here was news! There were other people
in the world keeping Saturday! They
thought they were the only ones. They
lost no time in getting in touch with the
gource of this information.

“Tg it really true, Mr. Hunt, that there
are other people keeping Saturday$”

“Clertainly! Over in America there is a
roliglous seclety whose members keep it.
They are called Seventh-day Adventists.
1 heard ome of their preachers in Cali-
fornia. He had a tent that he used to

preach in, and it was pitehed in a town'

neAr my mining camp.”

“Do you suppoge they would send us
someone to teach us about those things?
We know so little about the Bible.”

“0f eourse I do not know about that.
But it would be a good thing to write to
them and seo,”

The Spirit of prophecy tells us that we
would have finished the work and all be
living in the peace and happiness of the
sternal kingdom had we been faithful to
use the opportunities that God gave us.
Here iz an illustration of a wonderful
opening that lay dormant for nearly ten
years,

In the Review and Herald of JTume 6,
1878, was puhlished an appeal from a
My, J. H. C. Wilgon, written from the
diamond fields. He was.a class leader
and local preacker of the Methodist
Church, “While disputing with some of
the brethren he says, “Brother Hunt
placed in my hands the Signs of the
Times treating on the subject. I studied
it well and compared it with Seripture,
and such Deautiful harmony was dis-
played that I was led to read several of
your works and compare them with
Seripture. From this examination I am
forced to acknowlsdge that the truth is
with you” He said hig wife shared his
new-found faith, and there were others
also who were interested, some of whom
he felt sure would join them. “There is
a great work fo be accomplished here in
the midst of the wealth-secking thou-
sands of the diamond fields,” he wrote.
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I do not know whether Mr. Wilson was
a member of that group of eight or not.
I do know that there were two others
in the same distriet who started to keep
the Babbath about that time. Mr. J. G,
var Druten, and Mr. Peter Wessela.
They took this decision ag a resnlt of
personal, independent Bible study. Who
knows how much further advanced our
work would have been in the Dark Con-
tinent today had we sent missionaries o
them in answer to that first appeal?
Ben Ira.

San Quentin and Seventh-day
Adventists

CoMe with me, for T am inviting you
to attend a real live Seventh-day Advent-
ist Sabbath sehool within the great gray
walls of the San Quentin adult honge of
correction—the largest of its kind in the
world.

Through the kiudly eco-operation of
Chaplain Warwick and Warden Clinton
Duffy every courtesy is accorded Advent-
igts in their work of piving assistance to
the rehabilitation of the men thera

Each week our Sabbath school begins
promptly at 1 p.M. with a good old song
like, “I Love to Tell the Story,” or “In
a Little While We're Going Home”;
prayer by one cf the inmates; and then
the migsion story. Often prayer requests
are made for the children, mother, or the
wife at home, You will be interested to
know that from fifteen to eightesn study
the lewonr daily.

Often an inmalbe iz agked to review the
lesson of the previous week, and the
writex or a visiting friend gives the les-
son study. After the Sabbath school we
have our regular sermon, closing the serv-
ices at 3 P,

Three Sundays a month a Bible elass
is held at 1 P.m. With Bibles in hand
everyone present is given a chance to
read a seripture and to taks part in the
study. Often the elass is thrown opsn for
questions, and an interesting and spirit-
nal hour passes quickly.
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Recently one young man going ocut on
parole was baptized. He is now a member
of the church. Thus we see the fruitage
of prison work, Jesug said, “I was in
prigon, and ye vame unta Me.” We aro
keeping two hundred Signs, ten Health
magazines, and scores of tracts available
to the mmates at all times. We are ap-
pealing to our Adventist bretliren to help
us now as in the past. Mail your remit-
tanee directly to the conference treas-
urer, Northern California Conference,
Box 149, Qakland 4, Califormia, We
thank you for your good response last
year and also, in advance, for what we
are sure you will be glad to de this year.
Your meney is unsed to purchase the
above-mentioned papers for distribution
amang the inmates.

We have a fine group who are taking
either the Voice of Prophecy or the
Radio Bible School course of lessons.—
H. A. RENTFRo in Pacific Union Re-
corder, June 25, 1847,

%o

It is only by activity that men ecan
hope to be happy —Faxpositor, May, 1928,

oW

“IHE misgion of the chureh is mis-
siony.”

woow

Ten Types of Givers Found in
the Bible

1. Tae Willing Giver—Abraham in
the offering of hig sozn.

2. The Big Little Giver—tbs widow
who in giving two mites gave most of all.

3, The Givers Who Wera Not Nig-
gardly—the Macedoniany, who gave up
to their ability and beyond.

4. The Unpretentions Giver—the good
Samaritan, whe made no show of his giv-
ing,

5. The Bacrificial Giver-—David, who
in buying the threshing floor of Araunab
would not give to the Lord that which
had cost him nothing,

6. The Voluntary Giver—ZFacehaseus,
the man who did not wait to be asksd to
give.

7. Givers Who Had Nething to Give—
Pyter and John: “Silver and gold have
I none,” but gave themselves,

8. The Covetoug Givers—Ananizs ard
Bapphira, who held back a part and suf-
fered dire penalty,

9, The TFirst (dvers—the wise men,
who ecame from the heathem world!

10. The Giver Who Did Not Count the
Cost—Mary, who gave lavishly of the
gifts of love, -~Roy F. MILLER.
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To Which Do You Belong?

A Migsionary Society

1, Meets at leagt onee every week,

2, Plans work for every church mem-
Ter.

3. Organizes the work and’ workers,

4. Assigns n migsionary task to every
new convert,

5. Interests young and old in soul
winning endeavor.

6. Keops the intercst alive by personal
experiences,

7. BENDS REGULAR REPORTS TO
THE CONFERENCE.

8, Studies the best methods of other
societies.

9. Invites ountsiders to join.

10. Opens and closeg . its meetings
promptly.

11. Reaches all its financial goals en-
thusiagtieally.

12, Freely uses maps, pictures, charts,
and other interest-arousing matorial.

13. Never gets into a ruf.

14. Never lets the missionary spirit
die,

15. ARl this and much more does this
soelety do.

An Omissionary Society

1. Omits its wegolar mectings very
often,

2, Omits making plans for the ycar's
work,

3. Omits organizing the workers or
work.

4. Omits enhstmg new Jnembers or
asgigning tasks to do.

5. Omite calling in the young people
to participate in missionary meetings or
missionary endeavor,

6. Omits calling for
riences,

7. Omits sending in faithful reports to
the conference.

& Omite the ;mpoxt‘mt worle of study-
ing tho suceessful methods of other
socicties.

9. Omits seeking mew wmembers who
bring new blood and uew life.

10. Omits introdmeing asly new fea
tureg into the program,

11, Omitg reaching some of the goals
and thns begins a program of retreat and
defeat.

12, Omits sending to conference for
new material,

personal  expe-

,
interest-arousing

15. Omits plauning
meetings.
14, Omits kesping the missionary

spirit alive.
13, Ves, all of these and many more
omiggions,
—Arranged by A. A. TsTER.

Mission Experiences

T HAVE just returned from the division
council held at Bulawayo. My heart was
thrilled as I met the inigsionarics from
the different parts of this large division.
The testimonies of seme of these workers
made me feel the need for greater conse-
cration of myself and my mneans fo 'God’s
cause. Bider W. P, Owen, from Barotse-
land, told of the tvials his family had
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passed through and how their little son
had been near death’s door, but in au-
swer to prayer, his life had been spared.
His wife had been ill, but their courage
is strong, and they are willing fo return
to their fields and continue to work for
otherg.

Brother Walter Cooks had a wonder-
ful story to 1ell of God’s power to keep
and to heal, Imn angwer to the earnest
prayers of liis ‘'wife and the native evan-
gelist, God had raised him up from a bed
of sickness avhen it seemed that nothing
conld be done to save his life. He praised
God and asked to be allowed to continuc
his work at Musofu Mission,

Such congecration and wil]ingness‘ to be
spent in God’s groat program for saving
souls showid inspire every church mem-
ber to greater sacrifice and more liberal
giving te support these loyal workers,
God is calling not only for means but for
lives. The harvest truly iz white, but the
laborcrs are few. At this couneil we heard
many reports of wonderful openings for
new work where many ehiefs and their
people are calling for our workers and
teachers to eome and teach them, but
we do not have the workers. May CGeod
place a burden on every believer fto go
whsre God ealls and to Lelp support those
who go forth as workers.

MiTon Ropison.

¥

There’s Heaven in It

“Se o turn our sad, reluctant gaze
TUpon the path of duty
Tty barren, uninviting ways
Are void of bloom and beautiy.
Yet in that road, though dark and cold
Tt geemg a3 we begin it,
Ag we prosg oh—Ilo! we behold
There's Heaven in it.”

Let Your Light Shine

“T.wouvLD not give much for your reii-
gion unless it can be seen. Lamps do not
talk, but they do shine, A lighthouse
sounds no drum, ii beats no gong, and
vet far over the water its friendly spark
s seen by the mariner, So let your action
ghine ouft your religion that the main
sermon of your life be ilustrated by all
your eonduet, and it shall not fail to be
lustrions. *—Watchman-Examiner, Aug,
28, 1047,

25

Believe [t or Not, It’s in the Bible

1. EvErY book in the New Testament
wag written by a foreign missionary.

2. Bvery lefter in the New Testament
that was written fo an individual was
written to a convert of a fcnetgn g~
sionary.

3. Every epistle in the New Testament
that was written fa a ehurch was written
to a foreign missionary church.

4, Every book in the New Testament
that was written to a community of be-
licvers wag written to a genoral group of
foreign missionary churches. \

5. The one book of prophecy in the
New Testament was written to the seven
foreign missionary churcheg of Asia.

6. The only authoritative history of
the early Christian chureh is a foreign
missionary journal.

7. The digeiples were called Christians
first in a foreign missionary community.

8. The language of the books of the
New Testament is the migsionary lan-
guage. .

9. The map of the early Chylstian .
world iz the tracing of the journeys of
the first missionaries.

10. Of the twelve apostles chosen hy
Jesus, every apostie except one became a
misgionary,

11. The only man among the twelve
apostles who did not become a mission-
ary became s traitor.

12. The probiems which avege in the
early chureh were largely questions of
misgionaries’ procedure,

13. Only a foreign migsionary ecould
write an everlasting gospel.

14. According to the apostles, misgion-
ary service is the highest expression of
Christian life.~—WilLiAM ApaMs BrROWN
in Watchman-Examiner, Aug. 21, 1947,

Her Alabaster Box

Itupson Tavnok tells us that after a
great missionary meoting at Cardiff he
received g letter from a widow, who said:
“T could not pnt into your hands yester-
day any money or jewels, for my hus-
band is dead and we have hard shifts to
live. But I have one jewel—my daughter.
She has long wanted to go. T could not
let her go from my oare, but last night
T gave my alabaster box of very preciouns
ointment to Christ; and if you will see
to her going out now, I will be glad to
send her,”—Sunday School Times.

W

“IF a man love mot the immigramt in
fiis own country whom he has seen, how
shall he love the foreigner in the heathen
country whom he has not seent”
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December 6

THE OPPORTUNITIES OF THE
SOCLETY OF MISSIONARY MEN

TuE Missionary Men of the church will
accomplisk more real good for God and
mankind if preperly organized and with
definite objectives in view, than if the
men work singly in a scattered way with-
out definite, wnited plans. God has a
work for the men of the echurch, and He
expects this work to be done with power
and influence.

Here are some of the thingz that some
societies are doing successfully.

1. Coneerted effort to assist poor fami-
lies in food, clothing, and establishing
the home. Helping different members of
the family to find employment when
necessary. If theve is sickness, a united

_organized plan of procedure should be
carried out to see that proper medieal
assistance Is secured. If necessary, finan-
cial help should be given the family.

2, BEdueational plang for the chueh
scheol, and the assistance of poor, worthy
students in church gchool and academy.

3. Projects. A variety of worthy proj-
ects are being promoted by the men.

@. Thousands of copies of our litera-

ture are being sent to lghthouse keepers .

and other similar groups that would be
overlooked.

b. Academy projects for new construe-
tion work, or other conference building
plans appreved by the conference com-
mittee, and shared with Missionary Men,

¢. Special efforts to reach non-Advent-
ists, hushands of S.D.A. sisters, or their
brothers and others,

d. The big brother idea and plan fo
reach the boys and young men grown up
within the influence of the church but
not yet members,

e. Any other work Adventist men can
de in promotion of the regular mission-
ary work of the churek, as giving Biblie
readings, holding publie services, and
conducting lay public efforts.

If the church officers and Missionary
Men would give earcful study to seme
or all of these fried plans, it would
strengthen the church missionary pro-
gram and bring new souls inte the fold.

Deocember 13

PUBLIC LAY EVANGELISM

WHEN Jesus first started His public
ministry He called laymen from various
walks of life and frained them in per-
sonal soul-winnizg work and public evan-
gelism, He had a large following of men
thaf highly prized His ministry, instrue-
tion, and training. Christ’s metheds wers
so well thought out and simple that His
instruetion, exhortations, and vision im-
pressed His followers to believe that they
could do a similar work,

At about the same time He ordained
and commigsioned the fwelve to go forth

in public ministry. e appointed the
other seveuty (Luke 10), to do a similar

worlk but uulimited in territory. A chief

part of Christ’s work was to train others.
Te enjoyed this form of public work and
laid great emphasis upon it, for He saw
the regults of His own work multiplying.
Luke 6:13 suggests that the twelve were
seleeted from a mueh larger greup whe
had been with the Master Trainer from
the beginning of His public evangelism.

The chureh board should earefully ook
over the available men of the church, se-
leet and encourage any who may be able
to de this public evangelism, and pray
with them and for them. Expect them to
go forth as did {he seventy, Public ef-
forés may be held in the chureh, or any
other public place that may be opened
for this kind of work. A private home
where interested omes can ecome together
provides an exeellent opportunity for
Bible work., The ¢hurch should always
give good support to this wider form of
lay evangelism.

Ng brother who feels called of God to
do public ovangelism, if consecrated and
in harmowny with owr denominational
plans, should wait fo be officially
ealled.” On your knees, brother, ask
God to give you wisdom, His Holy Spirit,
and eourage to do and dare for Him.

Thousands of faithful laymen have
answered this call in America and all
other overseas fields, Wonderful reperts
of how they have beenm successful come
to our attention, There is a wide field
kere, and God will use many thousands
in thizs way to help finish His work.

Fresh from God's Word comes the
command, “Go into My vineyard today,
and whatsoever is right T will pay you.”
God ig fulfilling His commission through
the remmant church. “And they went
forth, and preached every where, the
Lord working with them.” Mark 16:20.

The first six months of 1947 there
were 538 new believers baptized in Hun-
gary, and 216 of these were won direetly
through lay preaching. The work of lay
presching in Hungary is having a won-
derful revival,

More than 75 per cent of these bap-
tized into this message in the Philippines
during 19846 were won through laymen,

Se it is around the world. The Holy
Spirit is working wonders threugh the
laymen’s talent,

W. A. BUTLER.

December 20

BIBLE EVANGELISM
THOUSANDE of new recruits are being

‘onrolled in the new etourse, “Training

Light Bearers.” This is true in all parts
of the earth. Our peeple are responding
wonderfully and are eager to know how
to give Bible. studies, systematically,
foreefully, and in the spirit of Christ.
Many saved in the kingdom of God will
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be there as results of the lay Bible worl
done. As a part of the training, the one
taking the ecourse is expected to give
studies to one who iz not an Adventist.

In every church the lay Bible Readers’
Class (those who have taken the eourse)
should meet each week and review how
God is blegsing and helping them to
reach interested families or groups. They
should pray for those who are deciding.
They should study how best to give any
study upon which they may need help.
The leader of this group should be a sue-
cegsful Bible imstruector himself, helping
to hring people inte the truth.

Special eonsideration should be given
to methods of bringiug people to a de-
cigion, Then the new believer ghould be
introdueed %o the Sabbath school and
regular services, and encouraged te come
to these meetings.

Many exeellent helps have been pro-
vided for the lay Bible instructor, both
for his own personal benefit and also to
kelp the new heliever as he comes along
gtep by step inte the truth. The Crisis
Beries books, Present Truth, and Signs
are among these helps.

December 27

BRANCH SABBATH SCHOOLS
EFFECTIVE SOUL-WINNING
CHANNEL

AN

WaaAT next? This is the natural ‘ques-
tion to ask when a new person desires
baptism and is coming along inte the
truth. If there is a group of new beliey-
ers somewhat separated by distance from
the church, slart a hranch Sahbath
school. Especially should this be done
when uew believers aceept the truth
through a lay public effort, or whon any
other now group has just taken a stand
for the {ruth, This branch S8abbath school
would be condueted just as any other
such school, using the regular Sabbath
school supplies and methods, Officers of
the regular Sabbath sekhool may help, but
the regular instrueters (those that
brought the people inte the truth) should
continue a personal interest in these until
they are firmly established,

Another phase of branch Sabbail
schools iy that of ereating an interest in
a eertain community and developing it
to the point where a group agrees f0 a
vlan to hold a Sunday school class on
Sunday, or Sabbath sehool on Sabbath.
Many sueh braneh Sabbath sechools are
guecessful all over the country beeause
their primary objective is to bring the
truth to these families or communities.
And many are brought into the message
in this way. The plan of procedure is
gimilar to tho regular Sabbath sehool in
the chureh, having different ones not
Seventh-day Adventists help and assist
in earrying on the school

The branch Sabbath sehool may be
started with children first, but soon the
adults also come and take part. Qur over-

"séas missions and clhurches in most in-

stances have a mueh larger Sabbath
schoul attendance than ehurch member-
ship, and the Sunday sechool and branch
Sabbath school idea is a wery definife
part of every miission,
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Family Religion
A Child to Rear

! wavn a child to rear. I would be sirong,
That something of my sirength may flow to

him j
I would he glad, that something of my song
May 1ift within his heart and mind Lo brim
Into gome clearer cadence all his pwn;
A lovelier song than I have ever Enown.

I have a child to rear. I wouid be wise

To say him nay it that command be best ;

T would be honest that his earnest oyes
May find no hidden shame within my breast.
I would be kind and just that he may know
“Phere i8 but one straight open road to go.

I have a chiid to rear. Lord God, I ask
Thy help i doing my great blessed task.

—Gracy NoLL CROWELL
(Uged by permissien,}

Netes to Leaders

Although the term religion is usually
understood to refer to the chuveh and its
activities, it shonld be brought foreibly
to the attention of every parent that real
religion bas its roots in the daily life in
the heme. Fuvthermore, if religion is to
be a vital part of the child’s experience,
then the Christian life musi be daily
demonstrated to him in such a way ag to
captivate and motivate his interest and
energies. '

We need not looK far today fo senee
the lack of vital home religiom—yes,
even in professed Seventh-day Adventist
homes, Can thiz be hecatse we do not
really understand what religion is and
what we can expeet it to do in our lives?
“Religion does not consist merely in &
system of dry doetrines, but in praetieal
faith, which sanctifies the life and cor-
reets the eondnet in the family civels and
in the church.”—Testimonies; vol. 4, p.
337, .

Again: “Religion iz not merely an dmo-
tion, a feeling. Tt is a principle which is
interwoven with all the daily duties ard
trangactions of life. Nothing will be en-
tertained, no business engaged in, which
will prevent the accompaniment of this
prineiple,’—Ibid., vol, 2, p. §04.

When we realize that our childron’s re-
ligion beging in the home, and that our
example has a vital part in its growth,
we shall be more in carnest about it.
“Abraham was honored of God because
he eultivated home religion, and caused
the fear of the Lord to pervade his whole
heusehold.”—Ibid., vol, B, p. 547.

This Home and School meeting sheuld
cause each parent te ask himself the
question, Does my life canse my child to
want to he a Christian? The work of the
minister is important, but what our chil-
dren ‘see in our daily home life has far
greater influence for or against their sal-
vation, Shall we not make this meeting
one of consecration and rededication to
our importaut lagk? “Parents, remembek
that the harvest yon reap is the fruit of

your own planting.” Mrs, B, G. While,
Review and Herald, Feb, 28, 1907.

T want to sharve with you exeerpis from
an article by Hazel Thomson in The Sun-
day School Times of June 7, 1947, com-
cerning a present problem:

“Juvenile delinquency has spread with
sueh alarming rapidity that, to stem the
tede, officials [in New York City] ave re-
serting to such tacties [bringing the par-
ents to trial for the crimes committed by
theiv’ children], and we believe they ave
‘on the right track’

“But, you say, that is of no eonse-
quence to Chyistian parents. ‘“The wery
fact that we arc Christians,’ some may
say, ‘protects us from the evily of juve-
nile delingueney.’

“Tt i3 true, our children may never rob
hanks, eommit murder, and become a
menace to soelety, and yel, we are aware
of the fact that easygoing Christian par-
ents are rvesponsible for loose living
among thely childven. . , .

“One of the mest alarming delinquen-
cies of Christian parenthood has been
the lack of passion for the salvation of
their children. We see parents in seem-
ingly perfect contentment in regard to
the soul condition of their offspring. . ..

“There is # dangerous tendency among
us Christian parents to desire popularity,
progperity, and position for our ehildren.
We see someparents prod and push their
children into the limelight. They are
zealonsly aetive in placing them on
church programs and in seeking promi-
nrence for them, It is pleasant to have tal-
ented children, and they should be en-
couraged to consecrate their talemts to
their Maker. However, ambitions and
proud parents often create the undesir-
able results of arrogant snebhishness and
pride”

As we discuss the topie of family reli-
gion these three questioms should be con-
sidered:

Firgt, What do we mean by “religion”
for little children and for growing boys
and girls?

Seeond, What does each child need
that a truly religious life may bring
him?

Third, What means will be effective in
the dovelopment of Christian attitudes
and behavior ¢

Much help in preparicg this program
may he gained from an article by Mra
E. &, White entitled ‘“Religion in tke
Home,”  the Review of August 8, 1035,
if you have access to il

“Cod bless us every one.”

TrorENcE K. REBOX.
e

*The Lord would use the church school
ag an aid to the parents in educating and
preparing thelr children for ihis time before
us, Then let the church fake hold of the
gehool wouk in earpest, and make it what

the Lord degires it to be.”—Counsels *o
Tegchers, p. 167,

The Proving Ground
BY DONALD F. HAYNES

THE kome is the proving groumnd of
Christiawity, If it is the real thing it
will work in the family, If it is not the
rez] thing its weakness and make-heligve
will be revealed there first. Children seem
to have & special sixth senge for deteet-
ing and exposing hypoerisy.

High professions, lomg prayers, somo-
rous testimonies make litfle impression
or the children int the home unless father
and mother implement these things with
8 daily program of applied Christianity
expressed in sympathetic attitudes, ag-
gressive and comprehernsive planning for
recreation and fun, and gn active partici-

pation in the childrer’s cwn world.

The mainspring of the family’s reli-
gion is the morning worship season. This
must be short and to the point. Tt must
be intercsting, and a sincere expression
of the reality of the parents’ eomcept of
God. It must not only enlighten the chil-
dren about God, but by its erder and in-
tensity it must convict them that God is,
ard that He ecares about them.

The family’s religion expresses itself
in various ways throughout every day’s
program. I'or cxample, in the matter of
discipline. One litfle girl, fast growing
into adoloscence, was having trouble with
her smotional equilibrium. It appeared to
her that mother and daddy didn’t care
any moete, and were casting themselves in
the role of policeman and deteetive, They
weren’t really, but that’s the way it
locked in the rapidly shiffing kaleido-
scope of her changing world,

Daddy had tried a nomber of different
methods to gain her co-operation and
support in the routine funetions of the
home. He raised bher allowance. e made
it a point to plan with mother for their
daughter’s happiness, in special outings
and other eveuts of an unusual nature
calentated to bmpress her that her par-
ents really did care. He talked with her
quite frapkly about the situation, and
pointed out its pefential dangers to her
happiness. Ye prayed with her. He pun-
ished her.

Then one day when a erisis seemed im-
minent, he asked her for a proposition
of her own as a hasis for the future op-
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cration of the home-—perhaps something
like the Junior Misajonary Volunteer law
which she had alveady made ler own in
her eourse to the Companion level—a set
of guiding prineiples which would avow
her interest in the maintemance and pros
perity of her home. He pointed out that
he had made her a number of proposi-
tions, and that she had found them ab
quite unsatisfactory in their application.
Iie urged upon her that he did want to
help, and was ready to go the limit.
Would she think about it now, espeeially
from the standpoint of her first alle-
giance to God? Only the Lord could give
her a really permanent vietory. As she
permitted Iim to ehange her heart, she
would find help and strength in correet-
ing her attitudes. The next move was
" therefore up to her.

It was Friday afternoon when . this
conversation teok place. That evening at
the going-down-of-the-sun worship time
she said, with a bip smile that strongly
suggosted something wonderful had hap.
pened, “Look on your desk.” Whoreupon
daddy found the following memorandum:

By the grace of God

T will be kind and true,

T will bs ohedient.

I will help lift the burdens of the
home, and make it a home where
the angels will want to dwell.”

It was signed with ene of her familiar
family nicknames, and it cameo straight
from her heart. Bhe Lad come to realize
that when her parents admitted their
mistakes they meant it; and even though
they had failed, often and miserahly,
they really did love her and were su-
premealy egneerned with leading her into
the kingdom,

It is now a new home, A wonderful
vietory has heen won for God because
through the years He has heen the ac-
knowledged Head of that household.

In the child’s training for life in
school, in musie, in household duties, in
reading, in radio tuning, in play associa-
tions, In everything that enters the day’s
program, God must be shown to be in
charge.

This same ehild, when a tot of three,
on finding the radio changing programs
from one fifteen-minute period to an-
other, making the familiar transfer from
a good to a worthless program and biar-
ing forth a ecacophony of swing tunes,
would ¢ome running into the parlor say-
tng, “Dirty musie! Dirty musie!” and
forthwith snap the switch.

There iz no limit to the religious train-
ing available now for children through
helpful, wholesome, and at fhe same
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time highly fascinating reading. Several
houses are publishing oxhaustive lists of
juvenile reading that really answers the
challenge of the cheap and the trifling.
Basil Miller, Dan Gardner, Sara Gosse-
link, Netl Northey, Catherine Coblentz,
our own “Uncle Arthur,” and many oth-
ers have done outstanding work in this
field. The Book and Bible House stands
ready to help by suggesting titles and
ordering the hooks desired.

Family religion—an endless subjeet.
Would that we might encompass its
glories in one short recipo. But it can’t
be reduced to words. Family religion ean
be made to work only by those parents
who join hands together in grasping the
hand of God. No power on earth can suc-
cessfully withstand {hat combination.
Tamily religion s an experience, n daily
walk, & form of hehavior, an experience
originating with God, flowing through
the hearts and hands of loving parents,
and thus blessing the Hves of the children
God gives them. ‘

Attracting Children to Religion
BY KATHRYN D. MYERS

TrE world is becoming more and more
aware of the necessity for the religious
training of childven. In Fhe Manual of
Child Development, o handbook for par-
cnts and teachers published by The Uni-
vergity Society, Incorporated, of New
York, occurs the following statement
that might well have come from one of
our own writers: “No little child sheuld
he without religious training, for it is as
esgential to the balance and hegutiful
growth of hig character as the propsr
food to bis body. The parents in the
lome are the onss whose high privilege
it. i to hegin their children’s religious
traming, Tt s a pity that so many,
through thoughtlessness or neglect or a
false sense of unfitness, neglect this
sweet duty.”

When worldly educators are advoeat-
ing religious training in the home, ought

*not Seventh-day Adventist parents with

the wealth of coumsel on this subjeet
availahle, be forbmost in setting the ex-
ample for such training? Do we take
serlously enough our responsibilities in
educating owr children to apypreciafe vo-
ligion, and to vealize its importance in
their lives? Ave we eultivating in them a
love for religious activities? Are we pro-
viding them with the foundation upon
which to build their own Christian expe-
riences Ave we helping them to develop
characters that will resist the multiplied
efforts of Satan te claim them in these
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last days so full ¢f temptationg? What
are gome of the things we ean do fo ere-
ate and maintain an interest in religious
things?

In the religious training of our boys
five and eight years of age we are en-
deavoring to—

1. Teach progressively of (#od and His
rolationship to them,

2. Teaeh when, how, and why to pray.

3, Teach how to learn the will of God.

4. Give thém a desire to do that will.

The first necessity in iuteresting chil-
dren in religion is to he deeply interested
in tt yourself, Realizing that parents
stand in the place of God hefore their
children, how necessary that we reflect
the character of God in our own lives.
Children sense the sincerity or insincerity
of our cfforts to live aright, and if we
can show them that each member of the
family is struggling to overcome his
faults and needs the encouragement of
the others, it will spur them on to greater
interest in their own Chrigtian develop-
ment.

We have found that the best place io
stimulate interest in religion iz around
the family altar. We have tried to build
family worship around the needs and in-
terests of the children, and have found
that even as habies they enjoy it. In the
morning we read from various Bible-
story books written especially for chil-
dren, There are several of these available
at our Book and Bihle Houses and we
have also found some aeceptahle ones at
the dime stores. Our boys never tire of
hearing the familiar stories repeatod, One
story a day iy sufficient for the moraing
worship period, with a hymn and prayer
added. In the evening we devote the wor-
ship tims to the study of the children’s
Bahbath school lesson, nsing a different
method each evening, including the Bible
text, ZLitfle Friend, Bible-story hooks
that contain the lesson, and other helps.
One evening is spent in asking questions,
and one in having the boys tell the lesson
story. The more we can get the children
to econtribute to pleasant worship peri-
ods, hy reading themselves, choosing the
Bible solections, and offering prayer, the
better,

Friday ovening is a speeial time at our
home, especially on loung winter evenings.
Then we have extra stories and more
gongs, and often use thoge Bible quiz
books which the children greatly enjoy.
Interesting discussions frequently de-
velop, and in this way they have assimi-
lated muech of the doctrines we want
them to knew, We always try to answer
their questions honestly and sincerely,
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and encourage them to ‘ask more of us.

We have always taken tho children to
chureh, even as babies, becanse we be-
lieve that if they get the church and Sab-
bath achool habit when children, they
will be more apt to be regular attendants
when older, We try to plan for special
Sabbath activities so that the day will
be a pleasant time and not be spoiled by
teo many don’ts. They have Sabbath

color hooks, puzzles, nature books, and’

games, and, of course, a Sabbath walk.
We sometimes find a few things we as

adolts might prefer to do on Sabbath,.

but feel that if we can help our children
develop a veal love for the Sabbath, it
will be worth any small sacrifice on our

. part in keeping them happily occupied.

‘We are instructed to make a spiritual
application to everyday activities and in
that way to teach many religious prinei-
ples. This requires comsiderable thought
and constant effort, but the results are
well worth it, One feels greatly encour-
aged when the children oceasionally make
their own comparisons between some oc-
carrenee and a principle they have
learned. ‘

Tn the matter of diseipline there is
much opportunity for rveligious influence.
Tf we.will only take the time to help our
little ones to fecl real sorrow for their
mistakes and not just sorrow for the pan-
ishment involved, we shall do much to-
ward ensuring their salvation.

We always gain new courage from

reading the chapters in Ministry of Heal.

ing on “The Home,” when we realize that
if we stady how to train our children and
try to practice what we learn, the Lord
will bless our efforts and save each one,
They are the only freasures we may ex-
pect to take into the kingdom with us,
a0 ig it not urgently important that we
devote our best talents to them? ,

Woow
A Christmas Wish

I “’ISHf tlgat I might jead lo Christ's dear
eet—

Those¢ nail-marked feet—

Some straying soul, some wandering one
Who hag no Christmas In his heart or home.
The year has been so Dlank and dark,

And my devotion but a gpark,

A glimmering light, uncertain, dim,

So poor the service I have rendered Him
Who loves me so.

That while T smile this Christmas day,
And join my friends in mirth and play,

I cannot let the day depart

Without an honest look into my heart.

Be this my prayer:

O Jesus, let my earnest word be brother to

my deed,
And Jet ‘my uttered love te Thee Le more
than creed:
And when upon the threshold of another
vear 1 stand,
With joy may I streteh forth to Thee
A Tull and not an empiy hand,
—Authoy unknoywn.
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Home Religion
BY . W. Ci:IAMBERS

PrACTICAL religion in the home is of
the utmost importanee. The guceess of
home and echureh, of state and nation,
depend on this vital factor.

“The well-being of soelety, the suecess
of the church, the prosperity of the na-
tion, depend upon home influences.”?

“T{ iz by the youth and children of
today that the future of soelety is to he
determined, and what these youth and
children shall be depends upon the home.
To the laek of right home traiming may
be traced the larger share of the disease
and misery and erime that eurse human-
ity.” 2

Family worship is the souree of power
which will make family religion a vital
foree in the home. It iz at these sacred
gatherings that spiriual strength is
gathered from the bread of God’s Word
and the refreshing breath of prayer. It
is here that we gain the power which is
essential to the translating of our pro-
fession of religion into the practical ae-
tivity of Clristian living, before those
who know the worst as well ag the hest,
concerning this application of our reli-
gion to everyday life. If our religion can
stand this acid test of family life, it will
not fail when tested in the ehureh and in
the world.

“The work of sanctification must begin
in the home. It is God’s purpose that the
families of His people shall be symbols
of the family above. Those who are Chris-
tiams im the home will'be Christians in
the ehurch and in the world. Many do
not grow in graece and in knowledge of
the truth becange they fail fo ecultivate
home religion.”?

Parents should throw the protecting
cirele of prayer about their children be-
fore they allow them to faee the physi-
cal, mental, and moral dangers which
may ecome fo them with each new day.
Ample time should he allotted to this all-
important part of the morning’s pro-
gram. Tach menther of the family slould
be permitted to'take part in these blessed
seasons, both in the discussion eoneern-
ing.that which has been read and in the
prayer season. As soon as the child learns
fo tall to his perents, he should be
taught to ialk to God! That at least
gomo parents neglect this is revealed by
the fact that some Juniors seem to be
totally igmorant of the simplest form of
prayer. To sueh parents God's warning
may well be repeated. “Pomr out Thy
fory upon . . . the families that call not
on Thy name?*
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How can chitdren be interested in fam-
ily worship? The most successfnl and in-
ﬁeresting devotional reading vplan we
have ever found is the “Character Clas-
gieg,” a parallel reading of the Bible and
the writings of the Bpirit of prophecy.
Year 1 deals with the four Gospela and
The Degire of Ages. The daily reading
assignments take seven to ten minutes.
Not only did this reading program hold
the children’s imterest, but if brought
blessing to each one of us. I heartily ree-
ommend it Lo you. The leaflets ounflining
this reading program may be secured,
free of .charge, from your conference
Miggionary Volunteer seeretary.

Fally as important as family worship
is the practice of spending some time in
private prayer, Every Christian should
take time to talk to God alome, laying
bare the needs, the hopes, the disappoint-
ments, and the failores of the inner life.
Bspeeially is this needed by parents.

“Parents, be sure to spend some time
cach day n private prayer, asking the
Lord for wisdoem, lest self-importance
take possession of your hearts, and you
give the talent of speech into the comtrol
of satanic agencies.”®

“The power of a mother’s prayers can-
not bhe too highly estimated. She who
kneels beside her son and ' danghter
through the vicissitudes of childhoed,
through the perils of youth, will never
know till the- judgment the infinence of
her prayers upon the lives of her children,
If ghe is conneected by faith with the Son
of God, the mother’s tender hand may
hold back her soen from the power of
temptation, may restrain her daunghter
from indulging in sin. When paseion is
warring for the mastery, the power of
love, the Testraining, earnest, determined
influence of the mother may balance the -
goul on the side of right.’*®

God give us more such mothers! To
them it may well be said, “I will con-
tend with him that eontendeth with thee,
and I will save thy children””

No stndy on home religion .would he
complete if obedience were mnot men-
tioned. The parents who do not insist on®
ohedience from their children are prepay-
ing them for the lake of fire, for diso-
bedient children will be lest! Sueh chil-
dren are guilty of breaking one of fhe
Ten Commandments, the law by which
all will be Judged. Only at the peril of
eternal loss may parents neglect this
part of home religion. Mary and varied
are the ways by which obedionee may he
obtained, but at all costs it must be ob-
tained. A disobedient child i3 a disgrace
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to his parents, a shame to the chwreh, and
a problem fo the state.

“Kindly, but firmly, correet every in-
elination to wrong that may appear in
the lives of your children. But when you
are obliged fo correct a child, de moi
raise the voiee to a sharp key, bringing
into it that whick will arouse the worst
passions .of the child’s heart. Do not lose
your self.eontrol. The parent who, when
egrrecting a ehild, gives way o anger, is
far more guilty than the ehild.”®

Husband and wife must work as 2 team,
especially when dealing with problems
of diseipline. “They should not differ in
the presence of their ehildren.”® “When
right werds and deeds are loft out of the
home life, there come in un-Christlike
words and deeds. Parents and children
work at eross purposes with God.” 1

"The home im whieh the members ars
polite, courtecus Christians exerts a far-
reaehing influence for good.” 2

“The angels of God will often visit the
liome in which the will of God bears
sway.”

May God help us so te order our homes
- that they will be blessed by the influenee
of the Holy Spirit and by the presenee of
heavenly angels.

REFRRENCES
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A Saered Trust
BY ME., AND MRS, TED DORTCH

RerigroN and life begin in the home,
and when life begins, education begins.
Upon the parents rests the great vespon-
sibility of edueating their echildren to
understand, appreciate, and love religion,

Through the years, as God has plaeed
Hetle liveg in our home, we have tried te
keep ever,in mind that He has entrusted
*this precious heritage to us to train for
Him., Al -the laws formulated for the
guidaneeof our children have been based
upon God’s law, for we realized that this
is the only way they can be true laws.
Tt has always been our wigh.and prayer
that our echildrern shall develop well-
balanegd characters; and we have real-
ized -that sueh eharacters do mot “jes’
grow.” A work of sueh magnitude and
importaneé requireg patient, persevering
efforl—ijn thought, study, and prayer, as
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well as action. In trying to achieve the
desired results, we must be willing to
“Tive with our children.”” Not only in
theory should the child be taught, but by
pracept and example, I we, their parents,
say that religion is love, kindness, obedi-
ence, servico, and unselishness; and they
ses us eross, unkind, and selfish, surely
our “teaching” has aeeomplished less
than nothing,

From infaney the ehild musi see in his
parents a living example of religion.
Nothing is to be gained by foree or
“preaching.” “Above any other agency,
serviee for Christs sake in the Nitle
things of everyday experience has power
to mold the eharaecter and to direet the
life into lines ¢f wunselfish ministry. To
awaken this spirit, to encourage, and
rightly to direet it, is the paremt’s . . .
work."—Ministry of Healing, p. 401.

We, as pavents, must acknowledge
Christ as our Masier, and devote owr-
selves to His service. We must losk upon
our children as belonging to God, but
entrusted for a timo te our safekeeping.
Our homes must be scenes of action, in-
spired by love for God and for our
fellow men. The children necd to see their
parents manifest patienee and tender re-
gard for each other and for their chil-
dren. The Christian homo is where the
ehildren must be tanghi—and required—
to show courtesy to one auother, respect
for thoir elders, and reverence for God.
The “work of cemsecration is needed in
every home. Only as we daily place our-
selves anew in God’s hands, ave woe able
to draw supplies of heavenly graes for
the many trying duties and vesponsibili-
ties of the day. Thkus a Christian home
becemes a place where love dwells, and
religion is real.

There must be mutual confidence be-
tween the parent and the ehild, as well
as sympathy and umderstanding, In ail
our dealings with our children we try to
put ourselves in their place, and look at
matters from their point of view. If the
child reeognizes in the parent a leader
and net a driver, as he grows older he
will nafurally turn te the parent for
eounsel ard help in all matters pertain-
ing to his life. B

Religion is most necessary to the ehild
when he reaehes the teen age, and aeeord-
ingly we find the religious ingtinet then
very strong. Parents must be alert fo
recognize this heart hunger at the right
timo, and help to supply the longed-for
love, attention, and affection, and- to
minister to the spiritual needs at this
critieal time in life, The religion of this
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particular age is one of aetion, and we
parents must keep “a jump ahead” of our
ehildren, and be ready to plan with them
the right kind of reereation. We must
spend much time with our boys and girls,
even if it doey mean sacrifice; we must
plan for and with them, and let their
young friends in the eommunity or chureh
know thai we are one with them in our
love and thoughs.

Every don’t must be balanced by a do.
When we discover that our children are
planning for something questionable,
we immediately plan for something good
to take its place. Children like system
and organization; they like to belong to
a gociety or club of some kind; they like
the feeling of co-operation with others;
and most of all they like to see things
deme in a big way. A}l thess aetivities,
if carried on in the right spirit and
manner, are a part of their religion, Put
eonfidence in your childrven; make them
partners with you in the business of the
home, Give them an allowanee of somse
exaet amount each week or twice monthly,
as their share of the family funds. Then
help them to make a budget, ineluding
tithe and offerings, and certain small
necessities, as well as toys and treats.
Even though the amount may be smal,
it will teaeh thom to save and to know the
value of money and property., No ehild
will take part of his tithe or Sabbath
school offering to spend for something
he wanmts, if he is taught while young
to reeognize and love God as the siuree
of aH good and to be happy in paying
tithe and giving offerings from his own
money,

Let ns make our homes safe and happy
places where our children love to be, and
to bring ir their chums and playmates,

Let us ahways say, “Let us do so and so,”

and never give the ehildren eauge to think
we are “bossing.” “Tet’s go,” and “Let’s
do,” are the rules we follow; and we find

. that they work, always bringing pleasure

to hoth parents and ehildren.

Wo plan together for all the chureh-
related aetivities and services, making
them a vital and mportant part of our
lives. The ehureh and the chureh school
are a part of our family religion, and we
endeavor to give them our wholohearted
support as a family, ,

Tt is our hope and prayer that some
glad day we may, in eonfidenee and joy,
deliver into the hands of God the per-
fected lives of all our children.

woow

“Trm Cheigtian that is not making other
Christfans is as much & contradiction in
terms as a fire-that is not heating, or a
flame that giver mno light.”
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* Our Foreign Missions

These pages provide interesting and helpful material for charch elders and confer-
ence workers in promoting foreign mission work, and may be used on the second Sab-
hath of each month when the church offering for missions is taken. 3
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“Prove Me Now Herewith”

“PRovE me oW herewith, . . . if T will
_ not open you the windows of heaven, and
¢ pour you out a blessing.” Mal. 3:10.
. I don’t kmow how, but while I was at
E: Caribbean Training COollege we students
# had the impression that we should not
_ pay tithe sinee we were in traiming, T
. felt a semse of relief from this- God-given
o duty unfil, after two years, one of owr
. brethren from the General Conference
“vigited the college, and in a discussion
showed the importance of tithe paying.

He also stated thai students, of all per-
sons, should pay titke, as they would be
the fulnre workers in the cause of God.
Thus, they would be able to tcll others of
the blessings derived from tithe paying.

His message found a responsive chovrd
in the hearts of most of us students, The
words, “Ye are cursed with a eurse: for
ve have robbed Me,” kept ringing in my
ears., Hilherto there was no provision
made for the payment of tithe by work
students, and we did not have the eash.
But after thiy message provision was
made, and we were without excuse.

T had a great struggle over two (ues-
‘Hons: Tirst, could T afford to pay tithe?
and second, should I pay my back tithe
I had a few dollars to my eredit, and
paying the back tithe would put me on
the wrong side of ihe ledger. Those were
moments of anguish. Tt seemed hard to
make the right decision, but, thank God,
T mado it and paid my iithe, including
the back tithe.

. Paying the back tithe put me in debt
with the school, and that meant no class-
avork for me for the coming quarter. It
was just about time to begin mext quar-

ter’s: work. The cvil one told me that T
- had made a mistake and that I should
; go to the eaghicr and let him know T had
% changed my mind and would be glad for
- refund. But T did not do that.

Matriculation day eame, My eclass-
mates and other students, some of whom
did mnot pay tithe, were all attending
classes. I took the matter to the Lord in

. prayer and reminded Him of His promise
to those who would be faithful. God has
told us to’put Him in remembrance. {Isa.
43:26.) For fouwr days T asked the Lord
to permit me to go to sehool that quarter

atthough I was in debt. On the fourth
day I had the assurance that my prayer
would be answered.

That aftermoon I placed mysclf in a
conspicious spot where the principal
eonld see mo, for I felt he had something
to say to me. Calling me, he gaid, “Lu-
ther, my wife and I were thinking of
you today about two o'cloek, and even
though mo studemt is aHowed to take
classwork with a debit, yet wo will take
a chanee on you, for we kunow it is no
fault of your own.” I wasz permifted to
go to my classes; and T am glad to state
here that the next weelk someone in the
States sent some money to the school to
help a needy student. T was the fortunate
one them. From that time I have never
owed the school, even though I took full
classwork uuntil graduation. I can trualy
say that it pays to give the Lord His
own,

“Prove me now herewith, . . . if T will
1ot open you the windows of heaven, and
pour yvou out 2 blessing, that there ghall
not be room enough o receive it.” May
God help us to be faithful to Him.

Lyries JowEs.

New Minisiry Magazine Price

Nearly all ocur denominational periodicals
have found it mnecessary to raise their prices
due to the war and rising coats. In spite of all
this, the subscription price on the workers”
own journal of interchange, “The Ministry,”
has remained the same until the present time.
However, beginning September 15, 1947, we
have been foreced to inerease the price from
$2.00 to $2.50 a year.

One ef the outstanding features of *The
Ministry’” for 1948 is a series of articles pre-
pared by Arthur L. White, grandsen of Elen
G. White, setting forth the human-interest
side of Mrs. White’s life and experience. These
articies are hased on Mrs. White's handwritten
diaries, letters, ete. Here you will meet her as
a homemaker, a neighbor, a speaker, a writer,
and the messenger of the Lord, Since her
death, a whole new generation of Seventh-day
Adventists have come upen the scene, and “The
Ministry” is particularly fortunate in being
able to arrange for this series of articles.

The studies on othér denominations and isms,
which: began in 1946, has been a feature of
apecigl interest which has been included in
every issue during 1947 except January, and
will run en into 1948.

Studies in hand, whick will be published as
sean as possible, cover the beliefs of the Dutch
Reformed, Seventh Day Baptist, Jews, the
Yog'ha system of philosophy, and the Bahai
faith,

Although *The Ministry” iz primarily for
gaspel workers, a miscellaneous group of lay
preachers, church elders, and eother mission-
ary-minded church members are also receiving
its monthly visits. Send orders to “The Minis-
try Magazine,”” (eneral Conference Office, Ta-
koma Park 12, D.C.
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Faithiulness

Ix the provinee of Mate Grosso, in
Brazil, surrounded by dense jungle,
where is heard the singing of the ea-
naries, the cooing of the imnoeent dove,
and also the sereeching of the tiger, we
have a very active Sabbath sehool -di-
rected by an ex-student of {he Brazil col-
lege. It 18 wonderful to see how the
young people of that chureb help in all’
the activities in such an animated, coura-
geous, energetic way.

The thing that impressed mc most,
however, was the faithfulness of the
members of that ehureh, both young and
old, Ome heautiful Sabbath morning we
were gathered together for Sabhbath
gchool. The heavens were a heagutiful
blze. The shining sun as it dricd the
ground caused a slight vapor to rise from
the earth. The beauties of nature eaused
our hearts {o furn to God in gineere wor-
ship. In that moment I saw, coming up
the path to the ehurch, a little old
woman, Sister Julin Correa, Leaning
heavity on her cane, she came hobbling
along for a distance of fon miles on foot.
She told me afterward that she had read
from the morning wateh that day a verse
which said, “Fear thou not; for T am
with thee: .. . yea, I will holp thee; yea,
I will uphold thee with the right hand of
My righteousness.”’ Isa, 41:10.

This encouraged her to make an efford
to attend the meeting, and, grasping the
strong arm of CGod with one hand and
her cane in the other, she had come to
Sabbath school, stopping now and then
for a Lttle rest, but arriving on fime,
happy to take her place among the wor- .
shipers. What a marvelons example of
faithfulness in carrying out the apostle’s
instruction: “Not forsaking the agsem-
bling of ourselves together, ag the manuer
of some is.” Feb, 10:25. Often we who
live near the chureh fail to-attend the
gorviees. This littic sister felt that it wasg
8 precious yprivilege to atitend church
even though she had to walk fem miles,
Hmping along on a cane.

RuporpHo BRLZ.

NoT in our learning, mot im our posi-
tion, not in our numbers or entrusted tal-
ents, not in the will of man, iz to be
found the seeret of suecess. Fegling our
inofficiency, we are to contemplate Christ,
and through Him who is the streagth of
all strength, the thought of all thought,
the willing and obedient will gain victory
aftor victorv.—-Christ’s Object Lessons,
. 404,
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Baptism at Basseterre, Trinidad

BUuNDAY, December 15, 1946, was a
high day for the members of the Basse-
terre, Moruga, cburch. At 9 AM. the
church building was filled with members
and visitors where a preliminary exam-
ination of the eandidates was held. Elder
Jones spoke for a few minutes on verses
found in Romans 12,

The candidates were then given an op-
portunity to testify of their faith. Our
hearts were thrilled as we listened to one
young man who six years ago was so sori-
ously injured in an automobile accident
that the doetors despaired of his life.
Even up to the presemt he sfill suffers

from the effects of the aceident and ecan- *

.not earry on a steady conversation, but
he wag thankful that God had spared his
life so that he eonld accept the Advent
message.

Another candidate, a young girl, the
« daneing queem in  her comnunity,
thanked God for reseuing her from a
world of pleasure and frivolity info this
Advent message, and she means to dedi-
cate her life to His eause.

A yonng man told hew, when he was
working for the Awmericans as a truck
driver, his truck went over a cliff several
hundred feet and was broken n three
places. He suffered serious cranial inju-
ries which vesulted in his being taken to
the mental hospital twenty-nino days
after the accident. Now he thanks God
for having sparcd his life so that he can
stand on both legs and, with a sound
mind, dedicate his life to the Master,

We Tiatened as awvother young lady
told how nine months age she heard the
Advent mesgage over in 8t. Vincent,
whore Brother Gabriel held an evangelis-
tie effort. Sho accepted the truth, but
wags prevented by her parents from at-
tending the meetings. She deeided to
marry and come over to Trinidad. Her
husband, who was faverable to the wes-

sage, resided about two miles from Bas- .

seterre, Moruga, where a series of cvan-
gelistic meetings were being held. She
thanked God for thus leading her where
she ean worghip Him according to the
dictates of her conscience.

A young couple who have lived in the
distriet for about a year thanked God
for bringing them from their former on-
vironment to a place where they could
hear and accept the truth,

Ag we lstened to these twelve candi-
dates tell of their determination to be
true to God, I am sure that many silent
petitions ascended to the throne of grace
on their behalf.

MRrs, Tvy JoNEs.
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SPECIAL DAYS AND
OFFERINGS

December 6

Annual and Week of Sacrifice
Offering

December 13

Second Sabbath Mission
Offering

December 20 ::

Home Missionary Day * ¢
Topie: Greater Lay Evange- o
lism Movement

December 27

Thirteenth Sabbath Offering
Southern Asia Division 4
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* SPECIAL NOTICE: The Home
Missionary Day for December has
heen appointed for the third Sabbath
instead of the first, because that is
the last Sabbath of the Week of
Prayer. This day has been set apart
for the consideration of our lay evan-
gelistie work., Let all our churches
on this day not only promote lay
evangelism but alse use laymen in
the serviee by giving them a part oh
the program. and veport the activitices
of lay cvangelistic efforts in the com-
munity.

Sincerity and Zeal of the Indian
Brethren in the Advent Cause

ONE of our laymen, by name Devadosc
Pillai, was {vansferred to o city called
Tuticorin. We have a small church build-
ing and a few members there, When our
brother compared the many thousands of
people in that town with the very few
mombsrs of our chureh, hig hcart was
touched. He thought that he should do
something to swell the church member-
ship, He approached the wotker and
asked whether the mission could arrange
to hold a series of meetings for the non.
Adventists. He was informed that funds
for that purpose would net be available
that year sinee all the funds had been dis-
persed during the budget meeting. Then
the brother asked our worker whether the
ntission would arrange to send a speaker
if funds were provided. Our worker said
that thoy eould arrange for somebody.
Hearing this, the brother, who is an hon-
est tithepayer and generous giver for all
chureh enterprises, told our worker that
he would sacrifice some of the comforts
and conveniences of life in order to pro-
vide funds for the evangelistic effort. Ac-
tually the brother has indeed sacrificed.
He has donatcd Re, 330 and he has given
all possible help in condueting the meet-
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ings. The meetings were held for eight
weekd and not without a reward. So far
two have been baptized. Several others
are attending servieces, and soon they
may be baptized also. That good brother
has purchased a Singer sewing machine
for the Doreas Boeiety, and he is still

willing to do anything for the expansion

of the third angel’s message.

Now is the time for the sons and
daughters of India to accept thisz mes-
sage. Soon hard days are going to come,
and it will be imposgsible to have as mneh
tiberty  and convenience to spread tlussg
truth, While it is day we request our™
brethren and sisters to help with men’
and meang so that you may have the joy
of heaven in seeing a large number of
souls being won to Christ.

Ewxos Davip.

-

Lengthening Shadows of Arma-
geddon
{Continued from page 1}

We cannot wait until the battle of
Armageddon to proclaim it, Tt will then
bo too late. Now is the accepted time.
Let the church in this hour of the world's
peril arise to her God-given responsibil-
ity and proclaim this mossage with a loud
ery. The Lord will add His blessing, The
promised power will come when we are
prepared threugh snch service and eonse-
eration te receive it. May 1948 be a year
of great advanee for the Advent message
and sce the outpouring of the Spirit’s
power upon His people before it is too
late.

The Churc‘h ®ffmers
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES '
United States and Canade

" Yearly subscription - - - $1.25
Clubs of two or more copieg to one
address, one year, each - - - 1.19
Forelgn Countries Where Extra
Postage Is Required .
Year!.y subscrlption - - - 1.40
Clubg of two or more copies to ope
address, one year, eneh - - 1.25

Hprron - - - . JaMES 1. RoBISO?Y
Assopiate Edators
Theodore Oswald, Eldine W. Tunbar
ohn . Weaver
Asgsigtant Bditors
Cora. I, Thuyrcher Mariovie W. Marsh
Florenee K. Rebok
EDITORIAL COUNCIL
M. E Eern - - - -

H, T. Blllott

ARE YOU MOVING?

Yon should notify wus in advaree of any
change of sddress, 3s the post office will not-
forward your papers to you even if you leave
a forwarding address. Your compliance in this
matter will save delay and expense,
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