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A PERSONAL APPEAL -

Dear Church Officers and Leaders of Youth:

With the Bible in one hand and the newspaper in the other, we can unmistakably
point to the fact that the end of the world is near. We have but little time in which to
be ready for the coming of Jesus and the end of the world. Ours is a superhuman and
tremendously challenging task. Satan is using every device, good and bad, to keep the
minds of God’s people from the type of preparation that is needed in these times, and
to ensnare our youth in his wicked traps. Today allurements of every kind are on all
sides; the devil’s angels are at work making this a time of special peril to our youth.

However, since the North American Youth’s Congress held in San Francisco last year,
there has been a fire burning in the hearts of Missionary Volunteers in many parts of the
world. We must make this Missionary Volunteer Week of Prayer comtribute to this new
impulse that has taken possession of our young people. This is certainly the last hour,
and the passion that burned in the life of the Saviour must be the impelling force in
the hearts of our youth, Today we must not loiter and daydream. It is a time when every
young Christian must enter into greater faithfulness and perseverance than ever before,

B A R S i T it i ST e T S el

As your young people’s leader I am making this earnest appeal to you, church offi-
cers and youth leaders, to do everything in your power to give unsparingly of your time
and energies in enlisting every young person in your church in some type of share-your-
faith endeavor. Qur youth are ready for every enterprise involving toil and sacrifice,
but they need experienced counselors and organizers, Let us work together as a church to
save our young people first, then to train them to strike heavy blows for God.

P

It is most encouraging to see the way our workers in the churches and in the socie-
ties are giving time to the training and organizing of our yeuth for soul-winning evan-
gelism. This is the greatest work you can do for them. Will you not pledge with me to
make 1948 the greatest'soul-winning year in the history of our young people’s work?

May God add His blessings as you plan for the Missionary Volunteer Week of Prayer,

and go forward to share your faith.
Yours in behalf of the youth,

@ Lt i,

E. W. DUNBAR
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NOTES TO OFFICERS

Preparing for Crusader Cottage
Meetings *

1. ATTEND  Bible training elass to
learn methods, teehnique, subjeet mat-
ter, and so forth.

2, Carefully review each flm thor-|
oughly before presenting it.

3. If your society does not possess a
get of films, you may borrow as needed
from- the conference M.V, department.
The same iz wusually true regarding a
projector,

4. Organize a Crusader Corps, one
person to shew the film, another to make
the necegsary comnments on the filn, an-
other to direet in the soung service, and
the prayer, .

5. Determine the place for meeting, by
Hterature interest or persomal eontact,
in elose co-operation with your executive
committee.

Young People’s Missionary
Volunteer Week

MiIgSIONARY VOLUNTEER WEEK hag
been set aside by the church as a time
when special effort is to be put forth for
the youth of the denomination, In these
days of perplexity every young persen
iz in need of a deeper experience. So-
ciety officers, you have a definite respen-
gibility during this special Week of
Prayer to work with the chureh board
and the pastor in leading all the youth
convected with the families of your
church inte a full consecration to Christ
and His service,

Please read carefully the objectives
and the plam of organization for Mis-

Share Your Faith

With a THdhon People
& in 1948 =#

stonary Volunteer Week, March 13-20,
1948, as given on page seventeen, Lay
your plans early for this special week,
and pray that it may be the most heipful
the youth have ever experienced.

Do yeur best as personal soul winners
and as & soelety, and God will bless your
efforts so that the youth of the chureh
may be found and brought to Christ dur-
ing the M.V. Week in 1048,

General Suggestions on Conduct-
"ing Public Lay Evangeliom
Meetings by Youth

1. How to prepare:

a. Organize those who will assist with
their support.

b. Arrange a few meetings, if pos-
sible, with the pastor outlining the
subjects, various duties, and ways
of > approach.

¢. A youth eourse in Training Light
Bearers is very helpful.-

d. A well-organized, advaneed litera-
ture program. '

2. Where to conduct:

a, Vacant store huildings.
b. Qutdoors when possible.
e, Country schoolhouses.

4. Your own church,

How to conduct:

a. Uge the Crusader filmstrips for the
SeTTmon. :

b, Assign tepies in advance to the
ong o1 more speakers.

¢. Different young people may even
take speaking assignments at ehch
meeting.

d. Put emphasis on youth partieipa-
tion at every meeting.

e. Divide respongibilities améng the
young people, such as wshers or
ushercttes, chorister, musieal num-

. -il_'(";'" s Hax

bers, advertising manager, wel-
coming eommittee, and literature
distribntion,

f. Make the service lively, well sched-
uled as fo opening and closing,
with youth appeal, yet dignified.

g. Use methods of gecuring names of
those interested by offeving free
literature, souvenirs, and so forth,

h. Counsel with tho society executive
ecommittec frequently.

%. Pray constantly.

“Share My Faith"—What Does
It Mean?

WHAT does it mean to share my faith?
“If Christ is ahiding in the heart by
faith, you ecannot keep silent. If you
havo found Jesus, you will he a true mis-
sionary.”—-Messages to. ¥oung People, p.
200, To let the vibrant, enthusiastic joy
of salvation overflow to others; to hear
witness by word or deed that you are
“not ashamed of the gospel of Christ”:
to reach out to help another at the coat
of convenience or eomfort to oneself; to
gtand firm for righteous principle even
when you must stand alome; to devote
one’s talent and ability in blessing others
to the glory of Jesus Christ; to live the
truth, speak the truth, write the truth,
and be willing to die for the truth; to
turn the minds of béwildered humanity
to the seeond coming of Christ by word

or printed message; to be daily dedi- .

cated to God and stand ready to gpesk
a word in season and out of season to
him who is weary—in these ways and
many others you may share your faith,

Young Prorin’s DEpARTMENT,
GENRRAL CONFERENCE.

6. If no other opening develops, hold
the meetings in tho homes of our own

members and invito friends in.,
How to conduct:

Build up interest for several weeks by
previcus announcements, handbills, post-

ors, and so forth.
Arrive promptly and begin on time.

Make the service no longer than nee-

essary.
Don’'t dwell on one picture or text to
long, Brevity is a jewel,

Make a courteous hnt prompt depar-

fure.
Don'’t loiter after the study. You ma

nndo all that you have tried to do. (This

is especially true at the beginning.)

Avoid, if pessible, answering questions

which you have net previously covered i
your studies. Refer the -questioners t
your future studies.

While the toam leads in a weil-planned
song service, with sufficient books for-
distribution, in a friendly, homelike at-
mogphere, another person sets up the ma-

chine; &til another leads in a brie
prayer; and then the study begins,

As interest develops, opportunities for
decisions for Christ will become more ap-

parent,

This Menth’s Topics

Duving this month of March we are
stressing in the M.V. Society meetings
four traits in Christian character which
are apily brought out by Henry van

Dyke in his lines—“Four Things To Do.
“Irour things a man must learn to do
1f he would keep his reeord true;

Teo love his fellow-man gincerely ;
To act from honest motives purely ;
To trusl in God and Ieaven securely.”

Many of the regular features of th

MY, work may be woven into these,
thoughts. Make each program as defi’
nitely applieable to your soclety as you

ean. (Pleasd turn to page 16
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To think. swithout confusion, clearly: |
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SERIES: Four Things a -Man Must
Learn to Do-— b

Pari I: To Think Clearly

BY L. A, SEKINNER

Order of Service

OpENING SoN@: “Be Still, My Soul,” No.
112 in Gospel Melodaies.

PRAVER.

OFFERTORY.

LeADER’'S INTRODUCTION,
Month’s Topics,” p. 2.}
TALK: “Positive Thinking.”

Tark: “Impulsive Thinking.”

SToRY: “Stop to Think.”

TaLk: “Negative Thinking.”

TaLk: “You Noed to Diseipline Yeour

. Thinking.”

SToRY: “Out of the Abumndanco of the
Heart.”

CrosiNg Sowg: “It Is Morning in My
Heart,” No. 17,

BENEDICTION.

(Sec  “This

Positive Thinking

. Postrive thinking is an essential to
life at its best, It recogmizes the true
value of the moble, more clevating issues
of life, It reeogmizes the necessity for
thowght comtrol through deeisive action
of the will. Tt recognizes that thought
impulses stem from life cxpericnces as
recorded through the five senses.

_ Recognizing these factors, the positive
thinker plans his pattern of activities in
this constructive direetiom. Reercations,
reading, muyic, assoeiations, and hobbies
are selected with the objeet of producing
a strong, virile, and positive assembly of
thoughts. “For as he thinketh in his
heart, so is he,” says the seripture.

. Such an individeal ig preoceupying the
find with the good and the pure. He is
employing his time and talent in unself-
ish ministry. He is developing a success-
ful defense against the approach of evil
thoughts, which wmay clamor for atten-
tion, He is happy in the enthuslasm of
achievemeni. He is thinking clearly. e
i3 thinking things through. He is an an-
chor man among his associztes.

No¢ man can think posttively until he
has knelt in worship and submission be-
fore Joesus Christ, “Lot this mind be in
you, . which was also in Christ Jesus”
says the apostle Paul. Tt was the plan of
heaven that even the thoughts are to be
brought into eaptivity to Christ. Positive
thinking means staying on God’s side of
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the line in relation to issues being dis-
cussed in youth eircles today.

BureRENCcES ; Phil. 4:8. Testimondes, vol.
4, p. 222, The Deswe 0f Ages,
Object Legssons, p. 60. Ps. 19:14. T'estimo-
nies, vol, 3, p. 4974. Pestimondes, vol. 8, p.
319, I's. 139:23, 24. .

Impulsive Thinking

Sow a thought, reap an aet; sow an
act, reap a habit; sow a habit, reap a
character; sow a- character, reap a dos-
tiny. .
Thinking is so basie to the fumctions
of hfe that we do well to analyzc and
clagsify our personal brand.

Are you an impulsive thinker? This
type of thinking is very common today.
It considers only the present. It is con-
cerned with cauge, not effect. Tt is
greatly colored by feclings and emotions.
It has to do with sowing, but not with
reaping. It is shallow, selish, and super-
ficial.

Thig kind of thinking is juvenile. It
lacks the nobility and depth expeeted of
young men and women. The specimens of
manhood produced by such thinking are
the dime-a-Jozen medioere individuals
who contribute nothing worth while to
the welfare of society, and sooner or later
become dependent upon the community
for subsistence. It is dangerons thinking.

REFERENCES : Prov. 4:23. Prov, 28:7. Acts

‘of the Apostles, p. G18.

Stop to Think

8rcoNd thoughts are really highly im-
portant. ’

A year or two agoe I arrived on a eol-
lege campus the afternoon before com-
mencement. There geeimed to be a tense,
somber atmosphere everywhere. I learned
that six students, three of them prospee-
tive graduates, lad either already loft
the grounds or were leaving within an
hour—the time limit for their departure
set by the facuity. )

The . evoning before had been class
night, and the program had heen a great
suceess. Lverybody felt elated and proud
and, well, you know how! As the erowd
ingide and outside of the assembly hall
dispersed, the spirit of adventure and an
almost overwhelming desive to do seme-
thing out of the ordinary seemed to take
possessicn of a number of them. But all
managed to keep within bounds while
working off their surplus enevgy and

I 83, Ohrisd's,
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emotions except lhese unfortunate six,
They didn’t stop to think a sceond
thought.

Here was an aatomobile. The tank waa
full of gas, and one of them had the
keys., Just a little spwn would be great
fun. Bules? Regulations? Mcre trifles!
Not worth bothering about when there
are just & few more hours of school any-
wayl And so, with ne permission and no
chaperon, they pilkd in, and were on
their way. Whither? Who eared! And no-
body would ever know! They’d be back
and safely in bed before they were
misged e¢ven by comscientious roommates!

But earg have a way of doing the un-
expected at the most unexpocted times
and places, espeeially when their own-
er’s hand i3 not on the wheel In an hour
thoy were miles froin the gquiet campus
where they belonged, and then suddenly
trouble beset them—sore trouble! Xn-
gine trouble, tire trouble, and a bit of
congeience trouble added for good meas-
ure, There was smple time by that quict
roadside to think sober second thoughts
—now that it was too Iate.

" The next merning brought the chas-
tened six back and rehieved an almost
frantie preceptor and preceptress.

But almost at once the faculty went .
into action—a faculty that meant busi-
ness,

Not one of the three who were all
ready to graduate was allowed his di-
ploma, and all six were diveeted to he
off the grounds by five o'eloek in the
afternoon—Ilong before the time for the
commencement exereises,

A doetor to be was therchy obliged to
delay his entranec into medical college
for g year; a nurse to be who had made
every arrangement to go into training
after a few wecks of vacation—well—she
couldn’t, A ecoming businessman lost the
very dosirable position as an accountant
which had been almost in his hand. Two
of the girls who were not graduates had
been promised work at the eollege for
the summer and the next school year. As
a part of their penalty, this offer was
withdraw, and they went home realizing
ihat they had thrown away an oppor-
tunity avhich might never come to them
again.

Tragedy!

And all Deeauwse it was a beantiful

‘moonlight vight and six lively, perfeefly.

normal young people didw't slep lo
think !—Logks 6. CLEMENT, ‘

Negative Thinking

Tue habit of thinking negatively leads
to ruin. It does nol preclude frank and
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egndid invesiligation, but it deseribes
ithoge who delight in assuming a position
eontrary to principle and truth. On the
gide of crror and darkness there are
great thinkers. Some of the keenest in-
tellects are in our prisoms and peniten-
tiaries, At some point in their thoumght
processes they took the negalive fork of
the road, and the devil took pessession
of the thought meehanism.

Amnother clags in this category com-
prises those who think always in ferms
of liberalizing the Biblical and ethical
standards of conduct. They constantly
veer to the teft, They are proud of their
reasoning powers and vaunt their inde-
pendent thinking, They fake delight in
thinking #8 cloge to the borderline as
possible. Sueh often look upon the ae-
cepled ideals as narrow, strait-laced, ex-
treme, and eircumseribed. Beware of
such thinking, and beware of companion-
ship with thoss of this tribe,

Ancther manifestation of negative
thinking is doubting and eriticizing. In
the wery first contact of Satan with the
human family he sowed seeds of doubt,
which Eve picked up in her thinking,
and the rvesult wag disobedienee. She did
that which she had vowed sho would
never do. Skepticism makes ne frontal
attack but uses flank movements, under-
mines, silently werkens resistanee, and
softens the defenses before the final
stroke, Beware of tho first appearance of
thoughts of doubt.

Oritical thoughts are devastating.
Nothing is so biighting as the habit of
swatching for flaws, thinking about them
and talking about them, To express these
thoughts reinforces them and multiplies
their number. These thoughts of fault-
finding take time and encrgy that coutd
ke so productive and worth white. Con-
struetive eriticism given in love and
kindness direetty to the imdividual in-
volved is quite apart from the destrue-
tive thinking that we are classifying here
as negative. (See Ministry of Healing,
p. 25))

You Need to Discipline Your
Thinking!

Our mind is%a great gellevy, or hall,
which we must paper and paint and dec-
orate. We hang the drapes, choose the
furniture, seleet the pictures, and then
live in that room all our lives, Thig in
itself would be incentive emough to be
careful. But when we add tc this the
promise of eternity on condition of
proper character qualifications, here we
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diseover an urgont necessity for rigid
selectivity.

It is a positive duty te repel and rve-
sist undesirable thoughts. This calls for
a Qevelopment of moral standards in the
life, It alse necessitates a decisive action
of the will to admit thoughts that ave
judged friendly and rveject thoughts that
are identified as enemy. A wellregulated
gongeience is indispensable to sueeccss in
this proeess.

“You eannot keep birds from flying
overhead, but you ean keep them from
building nestg in your hair.”

Inasmueh as all gutward sing and mis-
deeds are preceded by thoughts that are
ungeen, and known only to the individnal
himgelf, what heartache and remorse
conld be avoided by careful attention to
our thinking. It is well to recognize alsc
that thinking is generated by the im-
pulses which come in over the five senges,
or avenues, to the soul. Thersfore, a Wwise
and alert guard set over these avenues
would eliminate mueh of the hazard in
thinking.

REPERBNCES : 2 Cor. 10:5. Messages to
Young People, p, 144. Messages to Youny
People, p. 897, Acts B:21-22. Messages ta
Young People, p. 75, Testimonies, vol. b5,

177, TeszimamesJ vol, B, p. 8310, Mimstry of
Healing, p 3.

Out of the Abundance of the
Heart

THE bell rang about an hour ago, and
T opened the door to ses before me the
dirtiest, most ragged, most unkempt erea-
ture you can imagine, He looked at me
bleary-ayed, and mumbled a request for
money. I wouldn't—conldn't—give him
that. But I offered food if he would wait.

When I came hack fifteen minutes
later, he stood close to the sereen, and
seizing the handle muttered, “Tll—hic—
eolne—hic—ingide—hie.” Luekily the
loek was on, I was so frightened I closed
the inside door, but the poor ereature
just stood there cursing.

But I'did want him to have the sand-
wiches, for he might really be hungry.
Sc¢ I slipped out the back door and
around the bouse, laid the paekage on
the step, ealled his attentiom to it, and
then flew baek, and locked that door Te-
hind me. From the fromt window I saw
him piek wp my lunch, open it, spit on i,
and then throw it in the gufter! Oh, he
was dreadful!

Somehow, as I thought about this ex-
perience T began to think about thoughts,
How earefully we guard the entrance of
our physieal dwelling hounses against in-
truders! And how promptly and emphat-
ieally we close the doors on callerg who
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menace our safety! But what about onr
mental abodest Do we exercise the game
guard over the entrance to our mind |
houses?

How often umworthy, unsafe, unelean
thonghts come a-knoeking at the door,
all uninvited. A bHlboard, a show win-,
dow, a newspaper headline, a magazine
stand display, a choiee bit of whispered
seandal—how ingistently the question-
able thought-callers those suggest coms |
a rap-tap-tapping for admission.

What can we do about it? Shut the
door—and lock it! We cannot prevent
guch  disreputable wvagabond thoughts
from knocking, hut we don't have to let
them in—mnot at alll—TLors E, CLEMENT,

g
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SERIES: Four Things a Man Mlist"‘1

Learn to Do——

Part 2: To Love His Fellowl
Man Sincerely

\
BY MARJORIE W, MARSH |
Order of Service :
Heyw: “Tn Christ There Ia No East Nor
West,” No. 436 in Church Hymnal.
INTRODUCTION BY L.EADER. |
PRAYER.
Hymw: “Cive Out Thy Tife Within Me”
No. 279,
ScrIpTURE: John 15:12, (Repeat in uni-
gon, )
LEADER’s INTRODUCTION:
(See Notes.)
Tarx: “Factors in Love of Fellow Men.”
Symrosom: “Bible Miniatures”
ReporTs oF NEws SToriEs. (See Notes, )
DiavogUue: “A Friendly Soeiety.”
Discussion, (See Notes.)
Hymw: “The Church Hag One Founda-
tion,” No. 433, |
BFN]"DIC‘TION |
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“Sincer ely.”‘

Notes to Leaders

At this meeting we will consider the
second of Henry van Dyke’s suggestions
of the four things a man must learn to
do: “To love his fellow man sineerely.”‘

SINCERELY |

Much of the love in the world is no
for the sake of loving, but the means to
gome other end. We find psraons who love
gsomeone for what they ean get out of
him. We call suech persons “gotd dig-
gers.” Buch love is not genuine love, for
true love is giving affection, Sincerely
i8 a pieturesque word in its meaning, In
ancient Rome, when statues were, in
vegue, if the stone from which the statue
was made, had a flaw in it, beeswax was
melted and put in the flaw. Of eourse,
this meant that the production was nof
perfect, although it was sold as such,
boeause the defoct coutd not b Astected
by the eye. Sometimes the heat of the
house would mel the wax, and the ﬂam‘r
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wonld appear, A law was passcd wherchy
statnes had to Dbe tesled and wmarked
“without wax” or “sinecere.” So a thing
that i¢ genuine—without wax—a puwre
article, is a sincere ome, Our love for
our fellow man must be without any ul-
terior motives.

RePoRTS_ oF NEWS STORIES

Ask one of the members of the gociely
to waleh the papers and bring to this
meeting as many news stories as possible
showing good will between people. An-
other might be asked to bring in stories
of ineidents wheve love has been lacking
and in which some action by the elirch
or the Missionary Volunieer Society
“would help to correst this lack.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

Ts it possible to love our cuemies, as
“Christ eommanded? What ought we to
include in a prayer for our encmies?

As. Christians, what ought to be the
firgt thing that our love for our fellow
«man compels us to do for him?

When we are willing to share our God,
_our Christ, onr heaven with man, is there
much in the world that we will withhold
from him?

“ What can our society do {o become
more friendly and cxert a greater nflu-
ence for Christ with our fellow man?

ORGANIZATION FOR ACTION

After a digeussion of the ideas pre-
gented today, ask the society members to
express themselves concerning what they
would like to do to earry out these sug-
gestions. They may have others to add to
the list. Definite plans shonld be laid at
once for developing as many ideas as
possible. : .

Plan a social hour, if you have not al-
ready done so, egpecially in honor of the
new Sabbathkeepers in your society. '

Factors in Love of Fellow Men

- OwE of the first factors in our loving
our fellow men is an wnderstonding of
God’s love for us. John wrote, “We love
Him, because He first loved us.” This
Hlove is not only our love direeted God-
. ward, but our love expressed toward our
fellow creatures. Sincere love ig not an
snberent quality in natural man. Tt ve-
quires the influence of Christ, in some
manner, before the heart is brought to
love its fellow men. The Christian loves
pbecause Christ said that hereby men
would know that we were His followers.
When we understand that God loved us
“even when He could not find any good in
"us to love, we begin to lcarn the basis
for our love toward others.,

A second factor in our love for our
ofellow men Is a fair imventory of owur-
selves. Why do we not love someone?
You may give any number of reasons.
,ow Dbe true with yourself, do you have
Tany of these same qualitics in your life?
Must a persom be perfect, sithout fault,
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before you can love him? Would you
then be loved by anyone? This does not
mean that we must love the sins of man,
but we musf have 8 genuine love for the
man in gpite of hig sins.

Another factor s the potential value
of & person. The persen at the noment
may mot he a very desirable character,
but your sincere love, aided by God, may
find down decp inside something of great
valug and Dlessedness to mankind.—
Grorge F, Somoerr, adapted.

Bible Miniatures

(Congult Moffatt’'s translation and the
Spirit of prophecy references to the Serip-
tures given, and elaboraie upon the com-
ments below,)

Genesgis 45:1-15

Loving fellow man mecans, of course,
loving the members of our own family.
We often forget this, and think of loving
others as meaning people far away or not
naturally eomnected with us. Joseph
loved his brothers even though they had
given himm a bad deal. Love should start
with one’s own, Can we love others sin-
cerely if we fail to love our own broth-
crs?

Rualk 1:1-18

In this beautiful story we see how love
returng love. Naomi had a deep love for
her daughters-in-law, and in return they
loved her. Here, too, we see how our leve
for our fellow men may influence thetr
religious life. Ruth had been a worshiper
of idels, but through the love manifested
by Naomi she was led to Naomi’s God—
the true God.

Luke 10:25-87

In answering the request of the young
man Jesus does not give a long list of
gpeeific things to do and net to do, but
tells him ‘to fulfill the cssence of the law
by loving God and his fellow men. In
order that there could be no misunder-
standing of what Jesus meant, He shows
the young man how this love is to find
expression in deed.

Luke 19:1-10

Before Jesus came into the life of
Zaeehacus, he was a greedy man, who
had lttle love for hiz fellow men, In
faet, he was in 2 busimess in which he
robbed themif he eould. The people who
lived around him hated him in refurn,
When Jesus eame to Zacchacus’ home
that day and had dinner with him, Zac-
chaeus becaane a changed man, and so
he turned from a hater of man te a lover
of man.

1 John $:13-18; 4:18-21

In these two passages John brings us
to the conclusion of the matter. The an-
swer iy sure and certain, and eannot be
avoided, We love because God first loved
us. We cannot love God and hate our
fellow man. We may serve man without
gerving God, but we cannot serve God
without serving our fellow man.—GRORGE
?, ScHory, adapted. ’
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A Friendly Society
CHARACTERS:
John, leader
I'rances, assistant leader
Barbara, secretary (has notebook and
pencil)

Tivelyn, assistant secretary

Taul, Literature Band leader

Carl, Sunshine Band leader

[lder Bryanl, Progressive Class band

leader

(If the society is small, combine some of

the parts.

ScENE: The home of the The
plaiform may be given a homey appearance
with the aid of a lapp, & table with some
beoks, a gtand with flowers, a g, and per-
haps an_easy chair or two. The members of
ithe M.V. SBociety executive commiifee take
itheir places in the chairg provided.

leader,

Jouxn: T've called you together for a
special purpose. I asked you to eome
carly, because I had a feeling we’d be
here a long time before deciding the
weighty problem I have to present.

{(Group looks worred.)

SEVERAL; Say—that sounds had!

Jorun [emiling]: It isn’t so bad as it
sounds. Serionsly, though, there are gome
things that have been bothering 1me
lately, and I think we as M.V. officers
in this church ought to help solve them.

BArRBARA: Let’s hear just what’s on
your mind, John,

JorN: I overheard a remark the other
day that has hothered me cver since.
Mre, Deming, who joined the church at
our last baptism, had a visitor with her
last Sabbath, and they sat right in front
of me at church. I heard the visitor
whisper fo Mrs. Deming, “The people
herc don’t seem very friendly—mnot nearly
go friendly as at our church.”

Mrs. Deming scemed a bit startled,
and whispered back, “I didn’t think they
were at first cither, but they are 'won-
derfully fine folk when you get to kuow
them.”

Somehow that sent a eold chill down
my spine. Mrs, Deming, one of our most
promising new converts, having to apolo-
gize to her guest for our unfriendliness!
And just think—if Mrs, Deming had not
been a strong character herself, she
might have been frozen out of our church
by our thoughtlessness.

EveLYN; I’ve heard several remarks
lately which hinted at the same thing,
and I’'ve been wishing semething eould
be doue about it I am always afraid to
speak to new people at church for fear
they will think me bold or teo posmsessive
—ag if I owned the church and had ap-
pointed myself to welcome them as my
guegts. .

Pavl,: Then there’s another drawback
to greeting people you don’t know, We
haven't been here very long, you know,
and we are hardly acquainted with all
the regular members, But last week my
father, thinking he would show a
friendly spirit, weat up to welcome a
gentleman he hadn’t seen befove, and to
his ehagrin found out that the man had
been coming te church for over three
years| ]
~- Joux: That would be embarrassing!
But after all, T don’t believe that person
was insulted hy your father’s speaking
to him, and that wonldn’t happen very
often.




EvELyN: Don’t you think it would be
better to make onc misiake while trying
to be friendly than not to make any mis-
takes and not make anyone happy either?

Eroer Bryawr: I think you are right,
Evelyn. [Turas to group.] A cold church
can freeze out the most ardent church-
goers. Furthermore, I believe that true
religion begins with a kind, friendly, and
courteous fecling among members and
toward visitors. You know Jesus was
never ¢old or harsh to those about Him,

Somechow T fecl {hat the spirituality In

our chareh will rise as we endeavar to
emulate the spirit of friendlincss that
wag so much a part of Christ’s life.

CaRL: Don’t you think we should make
a list of defimite things we ean do fo
make our church and cur gociety a
friendlicy placet -

BARBARA: All right! T’l1 reeord all sug-
gestions.

CARL: First of all, we might have a
register for people to sign at the door.

Bveryw: Oh, that’s too cold and for-
nial! Why not have some person dele-
gated to wcleomo visitors at the deor,
and take down their names and home
addresses? Then the MV, leader could
read the list and give them a public wel-
come sometime during the service; and
in Sabbath school this eould bo done
just before we separate for elasses, in-
viting the visitors te the regular visitors’
class.

PavL: That’s a fine idea! We¢ eould
have one of the asgistant leaders or per-
haps the ushers tako care of it. Now
what else ean we do to make our new
menbers fecl really at home?

ELDER Bryawr: There is nothing that
kills a new converl’s enthusiasm soomer
than having wnothing to do. On the other

- hand, nothing will help him keep up his
Chriglian experienec more than having
something to do for others.

Frawors: I think that is one of our
weaknesses at this church, Wo use the
same old stand-bys to give the review
and the migsion study and the {alls for
M.V. meclings, just bhecause we are sure
they won’t fail us. Consequently we don’t
give our new members a thing to do.

JoHN: Are yon keeping track of these
suggestions, Miss Secrotary?

BarBARA: Yes. (1) Have somsone del-
cgated to welecome visitors and take their
names and addresses. (2) .9

Joaw: Koep the now members busy;
give therm parts in Sabbath school and
young people’s meetings. Help them in
preparing their parts, so that they will
feel confident,

PAUL: Yes, and lel’s get them to join
our working bands and go out with us
in our miggionary work. That ought to
ingpire them and make them feel at
home. I eould wnse several more in my
Literature Band.

BarpARA: I’m keeping up with you!

Evruyn: I think we need to do some-
thing clze thal we haven’t mentioned, It
all very niee to smile sweetly on the in-
side of the eharch door where it’s warm
and comfy, telling folks we're so glad
they came. But how many of us go out
and bring them m? T am talking to my-
selff now, as well ag 1o you, There’s a
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yaung girl right next door te mo whom
T've never invited to one of our meet-
ings, She has lived there threc months,
and T’ve been afraid to approach her.
But I'm going fo do my best to bring her
to Young People’s Misgionary Volunteer
meeting next Friday eveningl

Frawmoms: I suppose I could ask Lo-
rene and Velma who live across the street
from me, T just ncver thought of it be-
fore.

Joww: What’s the matter with us any-
way? Here we aro trying to plan how to
ingpire our soeiety te be more friendly
and we are doing almost mnething' our-
gelves! T know of two boys on my street
whom T ghould have asked long ago. I'm
ashamed of us!

BarBara: Now here is omr chance to
redeem ourscives, T read an article that

lasgoing friends, Maybe wo eould try it.
Pavun anp Frawops: Lassoing friends!

Barpara: This article told about Will
Rogers, the cowboy who came to be
kuown as the ambassador of good will
among nations. When he was a young
fellow, ho used a lasso to capture cattle
on the range, but when he became older,
he used a friendship lasso to capture
friends. In Claremore, Oklehoma, there
is a memorial built in his hanor, and un-
derneath his statue are written these
words: “T have never met a man T dida’t
like.” T think that statement is the secrot
of his fricndship lasso, If we have lhat
spirit of friendliness toward others, we
shall be hound lo capture friends for
ourgelves end for our church,

Broer BrvAnT: Now you young folksy
are veally on the right track. Friendli-
ness iy an active, aggressive sort of
thing, Mauy people seem (o think it
means whispering all during a meeting
or else loitering around the hack door of
the church, seeing how mueh gossip you
ean exfraet from your talkative meigh-
bor. That sort of thing should be out.

Paun: T've been thinking—this lasso.
mg friends will be an everyday business,
not just for Sabbaths. Shouldn’t we try
to associate more in 2 casual way with
these young people who aren’t members
of the church? We must show them that
an Adventist doesn’t spend all his time
at meetings, We ought to teach the posi-
tive side of practieal Christianity.

Frances: Bub what ean we do? We
ean’t go to the movies or to dances with
them.

Pavn: . Of eourse not! Let’s bring
them with #s—show them how mueh fun
a Boventh-day Adventist can have at
clean sports and games. If yow're going
for & walk, ask them to go along. If
your famﬂy is going out for a pienie,
invite them,

CARL: And if our chureh or M.V, So-
ciety ig having a soeial, bring them
with ug,

Barsara: Which reminds me! Tsn’t it
about {ime for a reereatignal gathering
in our society?

CARL: Why not have a soeial in honor
of all the new ehurch members baptized
this last year, and invite some of the
other people who have been coming to
oar meetings bul who ate not yet mem-
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bers? We ecould invite young and old
alike, and have a good time togother
Just getting acquainted. I think they’d

realty feel honored, and perhaps be more -

at home autong us,

EveLyr: I’d ke that. I must confess
I hardly know gsome of our new membors
who joined during the last sffort.

LLpEr BrRyanT: Let’s get our soeial
commiitee to work on thig jdea immedi-
ately. T am sorry the leader could not be
with us tanlight,

Jorw: Now, as soon as we have ini-
tiated these mew friends into owr social
life, let us enlist their help in our weckly
meedings, Let’s have our fivel meeting
next month dediested to the uew mem-

bers of our chureh, and invite some of-

them to take part in it, We could inquire
pergonally of several regarding the prob-
Jems thoy would like to have discussed in
our meeting, or we might evenr have a
guestion box. i

BLDER BRYANT: That wouid be very
practical, John. I know these new be-

lievers have plenty of problems they !

don’t know how to solve.
Jomw: Al right, BEvelyn, I guess it's

-

np to you and me to inquire of some of -
theso members to see just what they

would like to havo discussed. Then next
week we chall have some definite sug-
gestions for the program. T think we
have really made progress loday, and T
am happy about it. Our greatest task
now ig to show these young people we
need them, that the Seventh-day Advent-
ist denomination needs them, that God
necds them!

ByrLyN: And that thcy meed us!

Jorw: That’s vight. If we can con-
vinee them of these facts, we shall begin
to solve the problem of bringing them
into the hearl of our ehurch.

Barpara: I just thought of something
else. Tot’s get our new friends to join
our Progressive Classes.

Erper BryanT: T wish that each of
you would bring a visitor with you to
aur next Progressive Class meoting,

CarL: Then when George or Jean or
Mary is sitting out on the porch next
door, take over a book from your latest
M.V, Reading Coursc—reading that will
give these friends something that is
really worth while to de.

EupER BRYANT: Ive just been think-
ing that there might be some of the new

membpery who wouald want lo study to be:

Master Comrades. ¥ could nse more help
in leading our Junior class of Friends.

Fpanwong: Why, yes, Elder Bryant,
Marityn Johnston, who lives mnear our
place, would do wonderfu]ly well with
Juniors. Tl try to interest her, and then
bring her {o see you about ii.

JsLpER BRYANT: That will be fine, T
shall appreciate any olher names that
vou ecould suggest too.

.

"

Jorn: Well, folks, T ean’t expresg my

appreciation for the way you have rallied

to our problem. T think we shall be alle, .,

in the strength of the Lord, to accom.
phsh great things, Thank you for, com-
ing. Let’s not forget our next meatlng

-~geven o'elock next Wednesday evening,
e

Grour: We won’l forget!
JIELEN STEVENS GUTI,
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SERIES: Four Things a Man Muast
Learn to Do—

Part 3: To Act From Honest
Motives Purely

EY E. W. DUNBAR
Order of Service

Sowgs: Nos. 32, 40, 45, 46, 58 in M.F.
Songs. ’

OrENING KXEROISES.

SeripTURE READING: Maithew 06:22-24
and two or lhree roferences listed in
Bible Readungs.

‘PRAYER.

SoNg.

Lrapzr’s INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

gympostuM: “Tlonest Motives.”

Tarx: “Fo Aet From Ilonest Mo-
tives Purely” -
Tark: “The Conneetion Befween
Faith and Honest Motives”
SpECIAL MusIc.

F- Tapk: “A Basis of Judgment”
Tari: “Cultivation of Honest Mo-

tives”

QuEsTIONS FoR DISCUSSION.

+-BIBLE READINGS.

SoNaG.

BENEDICTION.

' Notes to Leaders
i

Y This program is linked closcly to the
general topi¢ of the month, “Four
Things a Man Must Learn to Do.”
George F. Sechott has prepared most of
the n:aterial for this program, to help
ug in our thinking on this topie. It is
hopad that the four talks in the sympo-
sium will be short and to the point, pre-
somted by young people who can make
the subjeel matter of the grentesl inter-
est.

. Tollowing the symposium, the leader
or ithe one in charge of the mecting
should lead ouf in a disenssion, using the
guestions given in the program as guides
and stimulators for general discussion.

Some other young person should be
called upon to present onme or more of
‘the Bible rcadings suggested wnder that
subjecl in erystallizing the diseussion on

¥ the value and development of honest wmo-

_tives in Missionary Volunteers ioday.

‘ The section which follows the program,
“Quotes, Comments, and Questions,” may

<bo used for poster suggestions and dis-

cussion stimulators as well,

S

Honest Motives
p To Act. From Honest Motives Purely

Ty we were to take the fime to read
a1l that Jesus is reporfed io bave spoken

_on carth, T would veniure that we would _

“find the greater pari of Hig speaking
. coneerned with (his very topie. Tt bulks
large in His eoniroversy with the seribes
y-and Pharisces, and il finds an important
place in many of His parables. In facl,
it could bc =said that ihis topic denls
with the ethieal touchstone of Christian-
ity. Tt makes the differenee between sin-
cere religion and sham. Jesus wag for

A
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. over trying te pul a sineerc heart into

the religious life of His day. Im other
words, He was trying to teach men {o
aet from honest motives purely. There is
a word which Jesus used to characterize
persons who aet from other than honest
motives—Aypoerife. Thiz word really
meang a person who is not what he ap-
poars to be, a play actor. In aneient
Grecee, when they would have a play,
they did not have make-up as we have
today, by which they could make people

" look like the persons they were depicting. ,

They had large hollow masks, which the
person would put over his head. Some-
times a young person wouid aet the part
of an old man, At other times a man
would aet the part of a woman. These
poople were not what they appeared to
be, and were called hypoorites. Jesus ap-
plied this same idea to real life and mo-
tives.

The Connection Between Faith and
. Honest Motives

We of the church maintain that all
acls aceeptable to God spring from faith
in Jesus Christ. Apart from Christ we
are not able to please God., This would
boil down to the fact that honest motives
arc to be found in those hearts which
have been regencrated through ths activ-
ity of the Holy Spirit. The Pharisees,
who openly appeared to be religious, but
who were all the while laying plans for
Jesus” death, did not have faith in the
Christ, and thercfore their motives were
far from honest. They asked Jesus ques-
tions solely for the purpose of trapping
Him in His spcech, but not to learn from
TTlim. We hear a groat deal of talk teday
about p-crsons who attend church from
f;{lse motives. Be that as it may, we ean
vest assured that where pecple have true
faith in Jesus as the Chrigt no guestion
ean be raised about their motivey. The
acts prompted by honest motives are
never done for the outward show to be
scon of men. Aeig born of faith liXewise
do not regard what men think, bnt are
done because through them God ig glori-
fied.

A Basis of Judgment

Ho often we ave pronme o judge people
for their aets, never stopping to realize
the motive which iz back of the ael.
After all, the motive may throw a differ-
eni light on the whole matier. An exam-
ple of this faet may be found in a court
cage, If it ean be proved beyond a
shadow of a doubt that a persen with
malice and forethowght has taken the
life of awother, the person is guilly of

7

first degree murder, If, on the other
hand, it ean be proved that the person
killed in self-defense, without Lhe motive
of inlentional murder, he will be de-
elared. not guilty. In the final analysis,
only God is able to know the real motive
whieh prompts us to aet as we do at a
given time. We ought to do everything
in our power fo find the motive of 5 per-
som in an aet, but final judgment helongs
to God. Thig question of motive is go im-
portant that we ought to slop and study
our aets from this viewpoint,

Culiivation of Honest Motives
We said that honest molives and a re-

generate heart go together. Sinee we

know the means of grace which produce
and nurtuve tho regenerate heart, we
know, oo, the means of euitivating hon-
est motives. By faithfully wnsing God’s
‘Word, we grow in graece, and this growth
is manifesicd in our actions, whieh spring
from honest motives. Just as in all other
phases of Christian living, we may some-
times slip back, and we may find that
we have not acted from honest motives.
‘When this is the case, we should follow
the same path baeck to CGod in humble
repentance as in other eases, and by His
aid, through the Holy Spirit, strive to
keep from eommitting such aets- again.
For a period of time analyze your acts
as to the motives haek of them. Be siriet
and trulhful with yoursclf. Think hefore
doing an aet. Ask the guestion, Why am
I doing this? Wounid I aect the same way
if T were alone, or am I doing thig for
a show? Am T doing this for what I ean
get out of it or what I can put inte it?
If we do this for a while until we find a
joy in acting for Christ, until we find
that satisfaetion which comes from liv-
ing for Him, we will make it cagy to fol-
low His pattern in our daily life.

Questions for Discussion

Wiar part does the Christian’s eon-
seience play in right motives?

Will acting from homest motives ever
lead you to do semething which it wrong
and make you think yonr have done 1ight?

Name some faclors which will hrlp you
decide whether yonv motives are honesti.

May motives, which {0 me seem hon-
est, appear dishovest to ancther?

What part may Christian c¢dueation
have in direciing our aefions? Doez this
mean that edueaiion may ehange our
concept of honest motives? '

Bible Readings

. Matthew 6:7-78. HWere we have Chuyist
Himself speaking on tkis very topic. He
giveg us some cases from the daily lfe
of His time, where hiomest motives were
called .into practice.



Genesis 12:10-20. In this passage we
sce how fear sometimes makes us act
from other than honest motives. Abram
was afraid for his life, and so he did not
deal honestly with the king of Egypt.
Notice that others suffered because of
this act of Abram. 8¢ often that is the
case when persons act from falge mo-
tives.

1 Samuel £4:1-15. Here wc have a
beautiful account of how honest motives
guided David in his relationship to his
king, Many times David tried to prove
to Saul that he did not intend him any
barm, If David had not had the close ve-
lationship that he dd with God, it is
doubtful whether bhe would have had the
propey attitude toward his king, .

Bsther 2:21-23; Esther 6:1-74, In this
simple story we have a case of & man
who, thinking that he would prefit by his
own advice, makes that advice good; hut
if he had known that i{ was to bring
good to someone else, he would have
given evil. advice. By reading the com-
plete story you will find how the matter
cnded for Haman,

Luke 10:25-37. Tt is ‘important tfo
know the motive of a person, hecaunse the
whole act is coloved by it. Here, what
would have been a very fine act, becomes
a thing of disgrace. The lawyer asked
his queastion, which was a very proper
one, not to learn from Christ, but to
“make trial” of Him, to try fo catech Him
in a mistake.

Acts §:1-71. There was nothing which
snid that persons had to scll their goods
aud give the whole or a part of the
money to the band of Christiang. This
was an individual matier. Here we have
Ananias and Sapphira trying to appear
unsgelfish and gracicus hut all the while
living a lie. The punighment may seem
strong, but this had to serve as an ex-
ample to the nowly ovganized band of
Christians, ]

Quotes, Comments, and QQuestions

AN honest man is respeeted by all

Integrity gains strength by use,

Honesty is the bost poliey, but he who
acts on that prineciple is not an honest
mian, Why not?

My strength is as the strength of ten,
beeause my heart is pure.

Nothing really sueceeds which is not
based on reality; sham, in a large sense,
s never suceessiul.

The root of honesty is an honest inten-
tion, the digtinet and deliberate purpose
to be true, to handle faets as they are.

In the motive lies the good or ill.

Pure motives do not cnsure perfect re-
sults, What more is needed?

Take away the motive, and yon fake
away the sin. Do you?

Let the motive be in the deed and not
in the result. Be not one whose motive
for action is the hope of reward.

Never fear to bring the sublimest mo-
tive to the smallest duty.

He thai does good for good’s sake
seeks neither praise nor roward.

w oW

Silence isn’t always golden, On some
oceasions it may he just plain yellow.
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SERIES: Four Things a Man Must
Learn to Do—
Part 4: To Trust in God and

Heaven Securely
BY THEODORE LUCAS
Order of Service

Sowas: “Steady and True,” No. 64 in
M.V, Songs.
“A SBong in My Heart,” No, 54.
“Faith of Our Fathers,” No. 50,
“Dare to Be a Daniel,” No. 48,

SENTENCE PRAYERS. Ask for the sentence

prayers on the topic of the meeting.
These prayers should be short and to
the point.

OFFERING,

SPECIAL MUSIC.

SECRETARY'S REPOAT,

MisstoNary REPORT.

REsPoNSIVE READING: “Bible Iints on

Trust.”
TALx: “Prove Him Through Trust.”
SERMONEY: “To Trust n God and

Heaven Seeurely,”
CrosiNg Sowva: “I Would Be True,” No.
58,

BENEDIOTION.

Notes to Leaders

Thig is the last of a serics of programs
prepared on Van Dyke’s famous six lines
—a summary of what men must learn
to do.

“Four things a man musi learn to do

If he wounld keep his record true.

To think, without confusion, clearly:

To love his feliow-man sincerely :

To act from honest motives purely

To trust in God and heaven securely.”

Otlher matlerial on this topic in the
Junior program can be easily adapted to
the Senior program, Footprinis of the
Piwoneers, hy Arthur S8palding, is a book
of storiegs on trust. This hook iz in the
M.V. Reading Course for 1948,

TUge the “Bible Hints on’ Trust” as a
responsive reading exercise, the leader
reading the text and the audience wve.
sponding,

The tallk “Prove HMim Throngh Trust
is a series of illustrations that arc inter-
esting, baeked up by quotations from
Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing,
page 26. This should be given ag a falk,
The article enfitled “To Trust in God
and Heaven Securely” is heavier material
and should be given as a sermonet,

Bible Hints on Trust
(Psalms 91 :1-16)

LuapEr: Verse 1, “Abide under the
shadow of the Almighty.”

Resronge: Christ is the light of the
world, but He is also a protecting
shadow. ,He is everything we mneed, and
He is there just when we need Him,

LEADER: Verse 2, “In Him will T
trost.”

REsponsr: Trusting in God does nok
prevent our trusting also in pood men;
but first, we are to trust in God, and then
God will ghow usg whom else we may
trust in,

LEsADpER: Verse 3. “Surely He sghall de-
Liver thee”
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REsroxsE: God i more powerful than |
any enemy that can come against us,
and He will bring abont our eseape in
Tlis own time and way, which may not
bhe at all our time and way.

Leaprr: Verse 4. “His truth shall be
thy shield

RrsprowsE: No one can really trust in
God who is not true, honest, sincere, for
He ig a God of truth,

LEADER: Verses 5, 6. “Thou shalt not
he afraid for the terror by night: nor
for the arrow that flieth by day; nor for
the pestilence that walketh in darkness;
nor for the destruction that wasteth ai
noonday.” -

REsronsE: Worry, fear of all kinds, is”
treason against God; it proves that we
do not trust God’s Word.

LEADER: Verse 7. “It shall not come .
nigh thee.”

ResroNsE: 'If we live in God, though
terrible thingg are all around uns, we arc
as far from them as if they were in an-

other world. -'*"

-

Leaper: Verso 8 “The reward of the
wicked.”

ResponsE: The wicked have .their ve-
ward, the earthly and temporary reward
which they seek for, a reward that passes
away almost before they realize that they
have il.

e

Lesnkr: Verse 9. “Thou hasl made
the Lord . . . thy habitation,”

ResporsE: God ig better than the most
magnificent palace, or the most powerful
fort. If we dwell in Him, we are safe
and happy.

LeADER: Verse 10, “There shall no evil
bhefall thee.”

REspoxsE: Men may call the ot of the
Christian evil, but the Christian kuows
better, As long as he has his God, lle‘
knows no evil, |

LrApEr: Verge 11. ““To keep thee in
all thy ways”

Rmsponsgr: The Christian is not kept
in part of his ways and allowed to run
into peril in other parts of them. He is
watehed and guarded everywhere.

Lrapsr: Verse 12. “They shall bear-f
thee up in their hands.”

REsponsE: The Christian can feel the
angel hands around him, Under Wim he
can feel the everlasting arms. He is.
never lonely or afraid.

Leaprr: Verse 13, “Thou shalt tread
upon the Iion”

ResronsE: The Christian goes int04
danger; he does not hesitate to attack
wrong, however powerful it may he, He
tramples it under foot like z giant.

LEaDER: Verse 14, “Thervefore will T
deliver him.”

BesronsE: God thinks enough of our
love to give it as a reason for delivering |
uskfmm all evil, It is the only pries He
asks. h

7

LEADER: Verse 15, “T will angwer him.*

ReEspoNsE: God’s answer to our prayers
is always the kind of answer we would
wish if we knew ag mmch about the mat- ™
tor as God. It is not always the kind of
angwer we wigh in our shortsightedness.
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LmapEr: Verse 16, “Safisfy him”

Ruspowse: The child of God is to be
satisfied. He iz to have enough of all
good things, God mnever stints His chil-
dren in anything.—Selected.

Prove Him Through Trust

“rar Lord will work for all who put
their trust in Him, Precions victories
will be gained by the faithful. Precious
lessonz will be learned. Precious experi-
ences will be realized. . . . The blessed
Saviour stands by many whose eyes are
so blinded by tears that they do mot dis-
cern Him. He longs to clasp our hands,
to have us look to Him in simple faith,
permitting Him to guide us. . .. We may
keep the heart stayed upon Him, and
meditate tpon Iiz loving-kindness all
the day. He will lift the soul above the
daily sorrow and perplexity, into a realm
of peace)~—Thoughts From the Mount
of Blessing, pp. 24-26.

Robert Louis Stevenson tells of one of
his voyages to the South Sea Tslands
when a terrible stoxm arose. The passen-
gers were all frightened, and feared the
ship would be lost. One of the men finally
went out into the wind and rain and
climbed to the upper deck, where he saw
the captain quietly pacing the bridge.
With ealm and undisturbed face he
looked out across the sea, and gave or-
ders for the handling of the ship. The
man wmade his way back again to the
¢abin , where the passengers were hud-
dled together. In response fo their gues-
tions he angwered, “I haye seen the cap-
tain’s face and all is well,”

Amid all the anxiety and confusion of
our time, and amid all our uneasiness
over what may lie ahead, we need to take
time to go apart from our comrades and
gaze upon the face of the Captain. We
will rise. from our knees with calmer
minds and fresh trust.

Augustine, as a young man, worried
because he had not achieved honors as
freat as he desired. He was far more
successful than most people of his own
age, for he became a professor of rhet-
;)_ric in the University of Milan when he
was in his early thirties, Yet he craved
greater fame and honor.

One day he walked down the street of
Milan on his way to a reception by the
emperor, at which he was to deliver an
oration, and saw a beggar who was re-
joicing over the fact that he had just
been given a good meal. Impressed by
the happiness of the beggar in compari-
son with his own discontent, he realized
how foolish it was to worry so much
ahont the homors and material rewards
that he sought so eagerly.

'
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Many young people worry too much
over the attainment of their ambitions,
If you study and work and keep your
standards high, you can safely frust
your future to God.

A party of shipwrecked sailorg suc-
ceeded in getting ashore on a rocky coast
that had high cliffs rising sharply a few
hundred feet from the water. The tide
was ecoming in, and they were afraid
they would be overwhelmed by it, with
1o further chance of escape.

Suddenly one of the sailors gave an
exclamation of joy. He had found a little
plant, and was naturaligt enough to know
that although it made its home on rocky
coasts it always kept beyond the reach
of the highest tide. The sea might roll in
and dash its spray upon them, but they
were gsafe from harm.

Similar is the trust of the person who
knows that he is standing with God in
the place of truth and duty. Ie need not
fear what men can do wnto him, for no
one can harm his soul

To Trust in God and Heaven
Sgcurely

MarTin LUTHER once wrote that in
whatever you put your trust and confi-
dence, that is your god. If you are one
of those persons who feel that they need
nothing but themselves, then s¢if has he-
come your god, If it is momey that you
think is able to get all that you need,

and that it will get you out of trouble,

then money has become your god. If,
however, you are among those who have
turned to the Lord God with their whole
heart, then He is your God. 8¢ often peo-
ple try a combination of things asg their
god, just in cawe the one dees not work.
One young man carries a rabbit’s foot,
a pair of lucky dice, a charm ring, a

‘special piece of money, and & medal—

all of which were supposed to bring him
good luck, He is not quite certain that
any of them will work; in faet, he is not
quite sure that he does not meed some-
thing in addition to God. Some are not
certain that what Christ did on Calvary
ig enpugh, and they feel that they must
add something to it. For those who truly
trust God, nothing else iz needed.

What are some of the things that lead
us to put our trusi in a person? Certainly
one of the first factors is the ability to
do what is claimed. For a person to say
that he can do this or thaf, and then
when put fo the test not be able to
produce the results, certainly will not
lead us to trust him. Can God stand this
test? Read your Old Testament, and you
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will see that time after. time not only

did God do what He sald He would, but
that at times He went beyond a1l that
could be desired. Can Christ stand this
test? Was He what He claimed to be?
Did He do what He said He could do?

Another factor ig drawn from the expe-
rience of others. What have others found
to be true in this matter? If a nwmber
of persons have tried the gsame thing and
all have found it trustworthy, then we
may accept it. Let us listen to some peo-
ple who have tried God, and found Him
trustworthy. (Here let the Missionary
Volunteers to whom you have given each
name speak for the pergon.) Abraham
—CGenesiy 28:1-18; Jacob—Genesis 32:
9-12, and Genesigz 353:1-4; Joseph—Gen-
esis 45:4-8; Joshua—Joshua 24:14, 15;
Job—Job 42:1.6, Let us ¢all upon some
who have fried Christ: Peter—Aects 4:
5-19; Panl—Aects 26:2-29, This is enough
to show us that others have found God
trustworthy,

Congtancy, that ability to always be
the same, is another faetor which leads
to trust. If a person is this today and
something else tomorrow, we ecammnot be
eertain just how he or she will react

today. He may not do what he did

yesterday. The Bible tells us that God is
the same yesterday, today, end forever,
That means that He will do for uy what
He did of old. He will do for us the day
after tomorrow what He is willing to do
now. All these things will mean abso-
lutely nothing unless we apply them to
ourselves. We must be certain that these
things are tre. We must also, like the
witness upon whom we called, feel a
sense of lack or of need on our part be-
fore we will be led to feel that we must
have someone else in whom to frust.

What are some of the ways of express-
ing trust? Ome of the finest ways of ex-
pressing our trust in God iz praeyer.
Here we show our sense of need, our
confidence in God, our acceptance of His
promises, and gratitude for His mercies.
To pray is to hold God to His promises
made to us in baptism, and, therefore, is
an expression of trust. Whenever we par-
take of the ordinances we, too, show our
irust in God, for we declare that we be-
lieve His Word, through which He gives
to us the assurance of the forgiveness of
our sins, Our daily living iz ome of the
best ways of showing ouwr frust in God.
Our eonduct in the face of "hardships,
our behavier in the presence of death,
our lack of overanxiousness concerning
material things, our optimism or pessi-
mism—all these testify te our trust in
God.
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Yeur own lives vaght to bear witness
to the difference it makes even in the
ordinary things of life. When a man has
learned to trust in God securely, every-
thing else takes on mnew and different

S
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Series: Four Things a Man Must
Learn to Do~—

Part 1: To Think, Without
Confusion, Clearly
BY I. A, BKINNER
- Order of Service

OPENING SoNag; “Ask Jesus, He Will
Help You,” No. 53 in M.V, Songs-

SENTENCE PRAYERS. .

Srecian Music,

M.V. OFFERING.

LEADER’S INTRODUCTION oF ToPIC,

ExrercisE: “To Think Clearly.”

EXERCISE: “Think Before You Act.”

PogM: “Your Personal Story.”

STorY: “A Youth Asserts His Independ-
enege,”

CrosiNg Soxg: “Steady and True,” No.
64 .

BENEDICTION.

Note to Superintendents '

The following suggestive pledges may
bhe discussed, and the members of the so-
ciety may decide whieh one of these is
mogt important and liow many of the five
eaeh one iz willing to try.

To Think Clearly
To THINK CLEARLY I WILL—

1. Tackle jobs I dom’t like.

“Success iz not in doing the jobs
you like to do, but in liking the jobs
you have to do.”

2. Taekiet a_job whether I like it or
not, and stay with it until it is fin-
ished. )

3. Read only that which is worth re-
taining to develop meémory.

4. Eliminate exeiting radio drama and
crime, love and mystery serials,
which destroy desive for, and ap-
preeiation of, that which is whole-
some and uplifting,

5, Diseipline myself in giving undi-
vided attention to the job at hand
and praectice the art of concentra.
tion,

woow

The generation that cannot learn from

the past will never understand the future,
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values for him. TPhings which onec seemed
the most important beeome of little
worth, and things whieh seemed as trash
now have a valug which money eannot

“buy.—GuoReE ¥, SCHOTT, abbreviated.

B
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) JUNIOR MEETINGS

Think Before You Act!

First Member

FrED wag playing ball en the eorner
lot, Several boys and pirls were playing
with Fred’s new ball and bat. There were
several houses near by. The ball wag hit
hard, and ecrashed through Mr. Surdom’s
basement window., They knew he was
grouchy, and all started to run. But Fred
stopped and retraced his steps, walking
slowly over toward thoe broken window.
My, Surdom ran out of his housc at the
sound of broken glass, and Fred spoke,

“T'm  sorry, -Mr. Surdom; our ball
broke your window. We didn’t mean to

- damage any property. Pleage tell us how

mueh it will eost to replace the window
and we’ll pay for it.”

Second Member

The Sabbath school pienie was held
down at Riverside Park. A wonderful
dinner and many activities were enjoyed
by the boye and girls, Just acress the
fence from the park was an apple or-
chard, and the superintendent had asked

.that no one c¢limb the fence or enter the

orchard to gather fruit.

‘Jerry and Ned, with two or three other
hoys, had wandered down the bank of
the stream, They came to a place where
the apples across the fence were espe-
cially tewpting, Jerry suggested climb-
ing the fenee for an apple apiece, to
which all agrecd but Ned. e separated
from his eompanions and eame back to
the park playground rather than disobey.

This ecourageous thinking wmight have
passed by unnoticed had not a moving
pieture camera been taking some of the
group activities and just accidentally in-
cluded in the remote ficld Jerry and his
friends going over the fence while Ned
turned about and ocbeyed the rule. If all
showed up when the movies were shown
io the Sabhath seheol members.

Third Member

Joan for some reason wasn’t invited to
Katharine’s birthday party. Was it be-
cause she did uot have clothes good
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enough? Was it because someone had
told some unkind stery about her? Joan
didn’t know, but she felt hurt, and in
the midst of her offended feelings she
vowed that she would never invite Kath-
arine to any party at her house.

As her mind reviewed her plan to get?
even, she didn’t feel very proud of her-
gelf. By the time Thanksgiving ecame
around and invitations to her birthday
party on November 30 were sent out, one
went te Katharine, and it made Joan
feel very good to realize that she had
mastered her first thought of revenge.

Fourth Member

Martha had shopped with her mother
for several houmrs. They were now buying
some presents for the twins, How wnkind
the saleslady was! How short and impa-
tient in her speech! Finally, when two
lovely presents just alike had been ger!
leeted, the elerk wrapped them up snd
took their moncy very coldly, |

Upon reaching home Martha re-,
wrapped the gifts and found to her sup-
prise four toys instead of two, “We only
paid for two,” said her mother, “Serves
that lady right for being so eross to us,™
said Martha. “Let’s keep the extrva ones.”

That night as Martha went to bed she
thought over the events of the day and
decided that those extra toys didn’t be-
leng to her, even though the saleélady
wasn’t eourteous. Next day she returned
them, and felt at ease in mind and con-
seience. ‘

Your Personal Story

IIas anybody told you

That every thought you think
Makes lines just like the little lines
You write with pen and ink?

And thoughts of anger, fear, or hate'
Wil spoil the prettiest face,

By making ugly little lines

‘Which nothing can crase. [

But thoughts of love and kindliness
And joyousness and cheer
Make very preity little lines,
All fine and firm and clear,
B
And by and hy your face beecomes
An open storybook,
Which everyone can se¢ and read
Each time they chance to look.

So, If you want your face to tell 4
A gtory sweet and fair,

You must see that only good thoughts
Do any writing there!

—EBELstn LINCOLN BuNBDICT.

A Youth Asserts His
Independence

AveusT 20,

I haven't opeued this book sinee I
leafed it through when I thanked Beth
properly (I lope) for her Christmas
gift. Just botween you and me I didw'd
think mueh of it, Whatever use would I
have for a diery? So T stuck it away in
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the far cormer of my desk drawer and
forgot abouf it until now. But I've had
an expericnce! Oh, yes, definitely! So
while my fractured foot is getting itself
well and I have to stay put, I'm taking

my pen in hand to record a few things -

for future referemece.

It all happened because I got the fool
idea that I was staked out in the home
pasture with a too-short length of rope,
I yearned for life on the range, as it
were, for freedom to investigate the wide
open spaces, to go and come ag I pleased.

So last Sabbath I struck—pguess that’s
2 good thing to eall it—For this freedom.

While dad and mother were getting’

réady for Sabbath school, I went up to
my reom and put on my oldest clothes,
and then went down and sat on the hack
steps with my ball and bat. When dad
ealled to me that it was time to start
for chureh, I didn’t answer him. Just sat
still. Of course, he came out to see what
was the matter. Did he Jook surprised
when he saw me—1 was watching him
out of the corner of my eye. He asked
me if I was sick, and I told him that T
felt all right, but that.I wasn’t going
te Sabbath school or chureh any ‘more
and that, furthermore, I wasn’t going
back to the academy when it opened next
month cither, He wanted to know what
I intended to do, and I {old him right
out that I was going to the ecity to get
& job and make some money.

Tor 'several minutes he didw’t say a
word, but his face looked kind of white
and drawn g1l at onee. Then he said
quictlike, “Jack, that’s a deecision that

shonld have a baekground of plenty of.

serious thought before you make it final,
T .wish you’d come to echureh with mother
and me, and then this aftermoon we'll
congider the matter together.

But I told him F’d rather not, and my
folks never have foreed me to do things
s some  fellows’ pavents do. Really
they've béen pretty swell that way, to
et me decide things for myselfw—tﬁat i,
mostly, But of eourse they always make
plain to me what they think T ought to
do. However, this time I had made up
my mind that' T wouldn’t be guided by
what anybody else might think wss best
for me, T wag pgoing to be independent!
And that was that!

Dad didn’t say a thizg about my play-
ng ball on the Sabbath—didn’t seem to
1otice my bat even, But I didn’t feel too
comfortable inside about i, So after the
folks had gone, T put my togs away, went
pstairg again, and changed inte my
Jabbath clothes. Then I camme down io
he sun porch and turned on the radio—
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which isn’t done at our house on the Sah-
bath——but I didn’t enjoy it mueh.

I deeided I’d go down o the drug-
store and get myself a soda, but I counld
hardly swallow it. Bill, who jerks sodas
there, agked me if Saturday wasn’t my
Sunday, and what was I doing not being
at church. 8o I went back home.

Somehow my mind was all mixed ap,
and I conldn’'t get what I wanted to do
and had deeided to do, sorted out from
what I knew I ought to do. Now that
I'd declared my indepemdcnee, I didn’g

feel very good.about it. In faet, I felt

pretty miserable,

Well, dad and mother came home szt
last. They “seemed relieved that I was
there and not off playing bsll, but they
didn't say anything except that there
had been a good sermon at church and
that the fellows in my Sabbath sehool
class asked if T was sick, and said they
missed yfe. Dinner wag a quiet meal that
day. I eculdn’t eat much, and asked to
be cxeuged hefore the pile was served,
and it was my favorite lemon. 8o you
ean see that something really was the
matter with me. After dinner T went cut
to the very bdck end of our garden and
sat down in the grape arbor to see
whether I eould think things straight.
Before long dad was sitting beside me,
with his arm thrown across my shoul-
ders. And he began to talk. He told me

how he and motlier had wanted me to’

be a well-edueated Christian man. He
pointed out that I had only oné mere
year in acadeiny and asked whether I
wouldn’t congtder finishing just that one
more year.. .

That put it right up to me, but I stil}
wanted to be independent. I tried fo tell
dad how I felf. T said “T don’t know
that you'll understand, but I want to be
free—free as yomu are—to go where I
want to go and do what T want to do.”

Dad didn't gpeak for a long time.
Finally he said, “Yes, son, I think I un-
derstand. Freedom is a wonderful thing.
We all long for it, But certain funda-
mental rules govern life, and neither I
nor you nor anyone else is free to ignore
those ruies,

“For instance, I decide to walk down
the middle of the street. Before long
there iz a trafiic tic-up and I am in the
middle of it, for the traffic laws must be
obeyed, and they decree that a pedestrian
must not walk in the middle of the
street. I protest to the offieer who arrests
me that I am a free eitizen, but he
gternly reminds me that T have dis-
obeyed the law and must pay the pen-
alty. .
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“You want freedom, and you can have
it, son, But tho only way you can bave
this priceless something in your heart
and life i to be willing to do your part
in the world’s work.”

“But, Dad,” I started to profest, “I
don’t—" .

“Perhaps that’s not the kind of free-
dom yowre thinking about, Jack, but it’s
the only kind that counts, the only kind
that’s real.

“Maybe I can make what I mean more
plain if I illustrate it this way: See that
engine over there on the Burlington
tracks? Is it free so long is it stays on
the track and gets somewhére. But if it
ever jumps the track, there’ll be a firgt-
clags wreek.

“Our frecdom is like that. As long as

we stay on the track, as long as we live
according fo rules, we have a certain
freedom. But if we leave the track, then
we're sure to be wrecked.”
" Then dad told me he wasn’t going to
allow me to wreck my life if he eounld
help 34, and T might a8 well make up my
mind to go baeck to school

I was furious! I simply wouldn’t be
ordered around! That mnight I left the
hall window open, determined to slide
down the rainspout to freedom! F’d run
away, I would! But I didn’t Iand right
and stumbled over a stone, T eouldn®t get
up and go on! Something was the matter
with my foot, And did it hurt! When 1
tried fo stand on it, I fainted dead away.

Next thing I knew dad was earrying
me inte the house, and mother was there
too, They must have hesrd me making
my getaway, but they have never said a
word about it. .

When Dr. Magon had finished putting
the eagt om my foot, he said, “There,
young man, that ought te held you for
at least two weeks!” And dad said,
“Then he’ll be able to get off to school
by the temth all right?”’ And Dr. Mason
gaid, “Sure.” c

8o here T am! And believesit or not, T

., can hardly wait to get up on my feet

again and back to Glenwood, Guess that
fall must have knoeked some sense into
my head, And am I glad it did!-—Lora
E. CLEMENT.

woow

JUuNIOR PLEDGE
By the grace of God—
I will be pure and kind and true,
I will keep the Junior Law,

I will be a servant of God and a friend
to man,
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March 13
Series: Four Things a Man Must
Learn to Do—

Part 2: To Love His Fellow
Man Sincerely

A JUNIOR GOES ON GOIVS
ERRANDS

BY MARJORIE W. MARSH

Order of Service

Song: “Misgionary Volunteers,” No. 83
in M.V. Songs.

PRAYERS. .

ScrrprURE: John 15:12. (Repeat in uni-

son,)

Song: “In the Service of the King,” No,
82.

LEADER’S INTRODUCTION, (See Notes to
Leaders, Senior fopie, p. 4.)

SUPERINTENDENT'S TaLk: “Factors in
Love of Fellow Men.” (Base on Senior
talk, p. 8.

ExercisE: “Bible Miniatures,” (Page 5.)

RrpoRTS OF NEWs SToRIES. (See Notes
to Leaders, p. 5.}

Bisre 8tupy: “If We Love Others.”

Seory: “JM Vs True to Their Law.”

Discusson: “A Junior M.V, Goes on
God’s Errands.” (8Sece Notes to Super-
intendents.)

Sowng: “T’ll Be a Veice,” No. 40,

BENEDICTION.

Notes to Superintendents

Today we are to consider the seecond
suggestion made by Henry van Dyke in
hig lines “Four Things a Man Must
Learn to Do.” Thiz second part is “To
Love His Fellow Man Sincerely.” This is
¢losely linked with the third part of the
J.M.V, Pledge: “I will be a servant of
God and a friend to man,” and the eighth
part of the J.M.V, Law: “Go on God’s
errands.”

Discussion: 4 J.M.V. Goes on God’s
Errands,—In the discussion, summarize
the thoughts given today and draw from
the Junmiors suggestions regarding defi-
nite ways in which they may show their
love for their fellew men, or be a friend
te’man and go on God’s errands.

1f We Love Others

IF WE LOVE OTHERS, WE WILL—

1. Be friendly and hospitable to
others, 1 Peter 4:9.
. Serve one another. 1 John 3:16.
. Be kind to cne another. Eph. 4:32,
. Help one ancther. 1 Peter 4:10.
. Prefor one another. Rom. 12:10.
. Teach one aneother, Col, 3:16,
. CUonfess faults to one another.
James 5:16,

8. Forgive one another, Eph. 4:32.
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9, Bear omne another’s burdemns, Gal.
6:2,
10. Comfort one another. 1 Thess.

4:18,
11, Love one another, John 13:34; 15:
12; 1 Thess. 4:9.
12, Pray for one another.
—The Ewxpositor (adapted).
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JM.V.’s True to Their Law

OxE morning I was walking down a
dirty street in Boston, a street narrow
and unattractive, inhabited by poor, un-
fortunate people. Out of one of the dark,
dingy stores came a boy of ten or twelve
years, a boy so crippled in body that it
wag hard for him to walk upright on his

two ill-shaped feet, which were clad in-

coarse, worn shoes, I did notice, how-
ever, that the shoes were clean and
ghined after a fashion. Lovely brown
curls peeked from under a ragged gray
cap, and elear, honest, blue eyes looked
straight at me; otherwise the face was
plain, and at the first glance almost ugly.

As the door swung to, the child fell,
and hiz bundles went in several direc-
tions, Quiekly as possible he got to his
feet, and a dull red suffused his pale
cheeks as he endeavored to recapture his
packages. An old woman passing at the
time stopped to help him,'saying, “You
poor little boy; let me help you. Why!
You tell your mother she ought not to
send a cripple like you to the store. You
poor little hoy,”

The child began to strike at her, all
the sweetness gone from the blue eyes as
he eried, “I’'m not a Httle boy; I'm not a
eripple. Let me alonel”

“The woman began to pick up the bun-
dles, but he kept striking ahd yelling
until she had te baek away from him.
She said to me as I passed, “My, what &
terrible child!™

I felt sorry for him, but I walked on
and said nothing., At the corner I turned.
The child had picked up his purchases
and wag hobbling away. I slowly fol-
lowed him, After a shovt distance he
turned in at a miserable dwelling and
sat dewn on tho steps, tired and out of
breath,

T went up to him and said, “I’'m fired,
T have walked a long way May I sit
down?®”

He locked up at me for a long moment,

- brushed hack the damp curls, and moved

over. I seated myself beside him.

I could see that he resented pity and
sympathy; therefore, I was uncertain
just what to say. Secn he said in a_elear
and musical voice, “I'm the boss in our
houge.” Seeing my look of surprise, he
added, “Yes, I'm the hoss since dad went
away.”

After another long look mto my face,
the little boy seemed anxious to tell me
something of tho sorrow that shadowed
his unfortunate young life, and he econ-
tinued with trembling lips, “Daddy was
so goed to us, but one day he went fo
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work an’ didn’t come back, He got
hurted, an’ they took him to the hespital,
but scon he ** The tears were quickly
brushed away on the rough coat sleeve,
and the shoulders straightened and ad-
justed themselves to the burden he must
bear as “The Boss.” ’

After a short time he spoke again, “I
must go in; ma’s sick, and the kid’ll be
cryin’ for something t' eat.”

“Do you have a baby?” I asked, “I
just love babies. May I sec it9”

“Sure, Come on in,” And he held the
door wide for me. ‘
We went inte a dark, cheerless room—
cheerless but for the sad, sweet smile of
the loving mother and the cooing of the
hapi)y, healthy baby. There, where the
little eripple had placed her before the
atove in a big chair, wrapped in a blan-
ket with pillows at her back, sat the-

mothsr,

In a volee kind, but showing that he
was boss, the boy said, “Here’s a woman
what wants to see our baby.” -

The mother turned tired brown eyes to
mine, and said, “Our little Ruth brings

‘us a great deal of happiness,” A

A chubby little tot about fifteen
months old rolled out of her box, which
served as a hed, and eame toward me,
smiling,

The little man soom said, “Ma, you
must have something to eat.”

“Not just now, dear. I’ll wait a while.”
“T’m the man around here”? So saying,
he stepped to the stove and tried to move |
a large teakettle. I rose to help him, hut
the mother shook her head at me and
said, “My big man does everything for
me.” As I wabched that little fellow
doing hig labor of love, I caught a new
vision of love, of service, and of sacri-
fice. From the look in the mother’s eyes|
I saw what a truly hig man the poor lit-
tle crippled boy was, '

Az T turned to go, he looked earnestly
mto my face and said, “Won’t you stay
and have breakfast with us? It’s just
oatmeal, milk, and bread, hut mother
gays I cook ’licious oatmeal” And hey
smiled lovingly at the little woman be.
fore the fire,

“Thank you, but I have had my break-
fast; let ‘me give Ruth hers while you
eat,” I noticed that no one howed to
thank Jesus for the hread, the oatmeal,
and. the milk, .

I longed to tell this fomily of the
Saviour’s love, and in some way to bring
more sunshine and happiness info that
lonely home, What could I do? How
c¢ould I help this siek mother and her
crippled boy and that beautiful, happy

"
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baby girl? I offered a prayer to God,
and, quick as a flash, camo the thought
of the Jumior Migsionary Volunteer so-
cial hour mext Thursday night.

“Don,” and the sweet blue cyes looked
inte mine expectantly, “Don, would you
like to go to a party next Thursday
night #” -

“Oh, yes, ma’am” Then the light
faded from his eyes, and he said, as he
looked at the pale, sick mother. “But T
better mot go; mother an’ Ruth would
be lonely.” .

“By then, son, I shall be feeling bet-
ter, and Ruth will be asleep. Yes, you
had better plan to go.”

“Miss Mills, ’'m so happy. I've never
been to a really, truly party in my life,”
said the litile man as he followed me to
the door.

Thursday night was bright and clear,
and Don’s cheeks glowed from contact
with the fresh May air. T introduced him
to all the boys and girls, and his face
just glowed with wonder and happiness.
Boon I moticed Charles Ray,.a sincere
Christian boy talking earmestly to him.
I drew near.

“Miss Mills,” saild Charles, “don’t we
want Don to come to our Junior Misston-
ary Volunteer Society meetings and our
Babbath school?”

“Yes, indeed, we do. Could you, Don ¥’

“Mother used to go to church on Bun-
day,” said Don in a puzzled tone, “Why
ghould we go on Saturday?”

Charles hastened to say, “Jesus came
to this world and died for us all, and He
wants us to keep the Babbath, aceording
to the commandment.”

“What commandment do you mean?”
asked Don. . ’

The boys left the games and drew me
into a small room that served .as a li-
brary in the little home. From the table
Charles took a Bible and read the fourth
commandment. {Read Exodus 20:8-11.)

“Why, .that means Baturday, doesn’t
it?? And Don’s face showed his bewil-
derment.

“Tt gurely does, and we have the
nicest Babbath school. One of the older
boys is guperintendent, and a girl i3 see-
retary. We sing songs, and have stories
of migsionaries from all over the world,
and then we have our lesson from the
Bible.”

_ “T like stories, and I wish T eould sing.
But I wonder what mother would think.
Bhe says that God has forgot us, ’eause
He teok daddy away, an’ she’s sick, an’
-the oatmeal box is sometimes empty.
Miss Mills, do you think Ged ewver dees
forgety” and Dow’s lips trembled. Here

0
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. was a starved little heart that was long-

ing for hope, comfort.

“No, indeed, Don, He never forgets.
Remember He says, ‘I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee.” And again, Lo, I
am with you alway, even unto the end’
It iz true that sometimes He permits us
to endure trouble for Him, that we may
be better boys and girls. You know He
suffered a great deal for us while He was
here on earth, He even hung on the
eross for ug, And, Don, do you know He
never forgot His mother? Even when He
was on the erosa He asked John, the be-
loved diseiple, to always care for her.”

Don’s faee glowed. “I'm going to al-
ways take eare of my mother,” he said.
And he added, lest we might think that
he woeuld not do his full duty, “And
Ruth.”

“And, Don, someday Jesus is eoming
baeck to this world, and if we have been
good boys and girls, kind and thoughtful
of ‘others, He will take us to-a beautiful
place that He is now preparing for wus,
called heaven. There will be no sorrow,
or sickness, or parting with our loved

“ones there,” I laid my hand tenderly on

his head. “Little bodies will all be made
straight in that wenderful city.” A look
of dumb happiness came into his eyes,
and this “big man” looked into my face
as he brushed away two big tears.

When the Jumnior party was over, the
boy walked home, let himself into the
dark hall, and went guietly to his hard
bed. He did not want te talk with mother
tonight; he wanted to think, “Ceuld
there be a loving Baviour, as Miss Mills
and Charles had said? And did He never
forget?’ Soon he was sleeping, and all
through his dreams ran aund sang happy,
healthy children—he was one of them,
and not a cripple.

After breakfast the mext morning Don
stood quietly by his mother. “Can’t we
have prayer like we did when daddy was
here? God might make you well if we

, asked Him.” .

“Son, it’s no use; God has forgolien
us!” And the mether’s voice was very
tired, .

There waa pleading in the boy’s lovely
blue eyes. “Then may I pray, mother?”

“Don’t know’s I mind.”

80 he knelt by her knee. “Dear Jesus,”

he murmured, “help me toe be a good -

boy; make mother well, please; help lit-
tle sister to grow fast, and dow’t ever
forget us, Amen”

Baby Ruth was attracted by Don’s at-
titude, and soon there were two little
heads bowed at the lonely mother’s knee.
Teara streamed dewn her cheeks, and a
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warm feéling that she had mot felt for
months eame into her heart.

One of the happiest moments in Don’s
useful, happy life was several months
later when he took little Ruth and his
mother, now well and courageous, to the
Babbath seheol he had learmed to love
and to vigit his Junior M.V. Society.—
MaTTic B, EDGERTON.

L. 4
March 20

Series: Four Things a Man Must
Liearn to Do—-

Part 3: To Act From Honest
Motives Purely

DO MY HONEST PART
BY MRS. 8. W. TYMESON
Order of Service

OPENING SoNg: No. 57 in M.V, Songs.

ScrIPTURE Lnsson: Philippians 4:8;
Luke 8:15; Romans 12:17; 2 Corin-
thians 8:21,

PRAYER.

BoCIETY REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS,

TALE: “Do My Honest Part.”

QUOTATIONS oN JToNESTY.

SpEoAL Music.

STorRY: “Choosing the Right Road.”

RovNp-TagLE DIsCUSSIeN.

Orosing Sowa: No. 82,

BENEDICTION.

Notes to Superintendents

In introducing this gubjeet of honesty,
or that part of the Jumtor Law which
leads to “Do My Honest Part”” the
leader should emphasize that we must be
honest in thought, in word, in deed, to
self, to home and country, and to Geod.
A real Junior Missionary Volunteer will
want to understand the importanee of
honesty in our lives, so that we may grow
up to be sueeessful wen and women in
God’s cause, .

The talks and exercises in this pro-
gram may be followed in the order given
here. The problems to be digeussed in
the round table can be presented by five
different Juniors of the older group, or
the leader himself may conduet the dis-
cussion. Members may be encouraged to
expreds boliefs and opinions freely, and
as many Juniors should be permitied to
participate in the discussion as time wilk

_ allow. Final conclusions should be firmly

fixed in the children’y minds by the tact-
ful method of the one conducting this
phase of the program,

A brief tegtimony meeting. at the ¢close
would provide an excellent opportunity

“for the children to tell “How I Can Be

Lionest in My Hveryday Life”
“Do My Hopest Part”

BvErRYy Junior Missionary Volunteer
knows that the second point in the J.M.V.
Law is “Do my honest part.”

“The true Missionary Volunteer will
be a boy with a backbone or & girl with
grit. . . . To do my honest part means to
do my duty in whatever falls to me to




14

do, If I have school lessons, I will do
my best every day to get them. If T have
. . . housework to do, T will do it with-
out shirking, and make everything ship-
shape before I am through. If T have a
part in a game or a sport, I will put my-
self to the stretch on it wilhout fussing.
Whining shows lack of self-contrpl. 4
Missionary TVolunieer emereises self-con-
trol. If T lose, I will smile; if T win, T
will praise the other gide. ...

“T will not be afraid of anything that
ts my duty, for God is with the coura-
geous to help them through, A Mission-
ary Volunieer can be depended on to do
his duty, T will stand up to my job, what-
ever it is, and make everyone know that
a Missionary Volunteer is irusiworthy.

“] wifl do my honest part even if
others do mot. The more others fail on
thoir part, the more need for me to do
all of mine, And if T de my honest part
at all times, others will learn fo do
thoirs, *——Junior Handbeok, pp. 36, 87.

Quotations on Honesty

1. “Hoxksty is the best poliey.”

2, “An honest man’s the noblest work
of God.”—PorE.

3. “What is becoming is honest, and
whatever is honest must always be be-
coming,”’—CICRERO. '

4, “Tp he honest, as this world goes,
ig to be ono man picked out of tem thou-
gand.”-—8HAKESPEARE.

5, “Honesty is that sense of right
which prevents us from taking or using
anything that does not rightly belong to
ug,”—J, T. WHITE.

Choosing the Right Road

A MERCHANT required am additional
elerk and advertised for a boy. The first
boy who answercd was ushered into a
vacant room and told lo sit im a partic-
ular chair and watt, Locking around, he
saw on the floor, just by the chair, a one-
dollar bill, folded closely, as though it
had® been inadvertently dropped. He
picked up the bill and, satisfying his
conscience that “finding is having,” even
though on another’s premises, he puy it
into his pocket. Almost immediately the
merchant came in, and after a few ques-
tions dismissed the boy as not satisfae-
tory.

The next boy was seated in the samo
chair, and he also saw a one-dollar bill
iying in the same manner heside him,

but he picked it up afd laid it on the.

table. The merchant entered, and after

some questiong pointed to the bill and

asked where it eame from. The boy said
that he gaw it on the floor and put it
where it would bo safe. The merchant
said, “Ag it did not appear to belong fo
anyone, why did you not kecep it?” The
boy replied, “Becanse it did not belong
to me.”?

“My boy,” said the merchant, “you
’
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have chosen the road that inevitably |

leads to success. The boy hefore you
chose the wromg one, but how did you
learn that this was the right one?” The
boy answered, “My mother made me
promise never, under any circumstances,
to take what did mot belomg to me; and
T promised.” Later in life this boy be-
came Sceretary of the Treasury of the
United States.

Round-Table Discussion
Problems
1. MoNEY or something else of value
has been found omn the schoolground.

© What shonld be done with it?

2, Mary has completed all her arith-
metic problems. She offers to allow Ruth,
who has not worked any, to copy them.
What should Ruth do? Did Mary do
right in offering Ruth her problems?

3. A boy offers to sell you a bicyele in
excellent condition for three dollars.
What should you do? Would you be wise
to inguite where your friend obtained
this bicycle?

4 You are a mewsboy. You sold a
paper to o man who gave you 2 deflar in
paying for his paper, and then walked
away without waiting for his change.
Bhould you call him back?

5. A package from a store is delivered
to your house by mistake. What should
be done about it? If you decided to keep
this package, would you ever find pleas-
ure in its contents?

{These questions will suggest others that
the Junlors may - want to diseuss with
profit. The little testimony meeting sug-
gested in the note to the superintendent
could be worked in at this time.)

W
Juwior Law

The Junior Migsionary Volunteer Law
ig for me to— '
1. Keep the morning watch.
Do my honest part.
. Care for my body.
Keep a level eye.
Be courteous and obedient,
. Walk softly in the sanctuary.
Keep a song in my heart.
. Go on God’s errands.

wow
Every man sheuld keep a faly-sized

cemetery in whieh to bury the faults of
hig friends.

woow
A man’s religien ncver accumulated by
laying it away in cold storage.
W
The church that is not training its peo-

ple to pray is not preparing them for the
days ahead,

March, 1948

March 27

Series: Four Things a Man Must
Learn to Do—

Part 4: Trust in God

BY THEODORE LUCAS
Order of Service

Sowgs: “Steady and True” No, 64 in
M.V, Songs; “A Song in My Heart”
No. 54; “Faith of Our Fathers,” No,
50; “Dare to Be a Daniel’’ No. 48,

SExTENCE Pravmms. Ask for sentence
prayers on the topic of the meeting,
These prayers should be short and to
the point.

QFFERING.

SpECIAL MUSIC.

SECRETARY’S REPORT.

DiscUussioN: “What to Trust God For”

SToRY: “Bible Stories of Trust.”

Srory: “A Man Whoe Really Trusted
G’Od.” N

8eEp THoOUGHTs oN THE Toric,

Crosmwe Sowng, “I Would Be True,” No.
58,

BENEDICTION,

Notes to Superintendents

This is the last of a serics of programs
prepared on Van Dyko’s famous poem.

“Four things a man must {earn 1o do

If he wou’f”d keep his record true:

To think, without confusion, clearly;

To love hiz fellow-manh sincerely;

To act from honest motives purely;

To trust in God and Heaven securely.”

Tho last line of this poem is the basis
of our Junior program, If more material
is needed in preparation of this topie,
you will find the SBenior program help-
ful., Please emphasize the Junior Law in
conneetion with this program. If possi-
ble, have a Senior youth tell the story
“Phe Mon Who Really Trusted God” .
QOther stories illugtrating ftrust can be °
foumd in the hook Footprints of the
Pioneers by Arthur Spalding, a reading
course baok for 1948,

Take the sentences contained in #Seed
Thoughts on the Topic” and distribute
them among the Juniors. Let each one
stand and read his sentences when called
upon. Bible stories of tvust ave veferred |
to and the texts where they are found
are given, Let the Juniors tell the stories
in their own words after having read the
Bible referenccs. The Juniors will need
some help from the leader in the prepara-
tion, . ;

“What to Trust God For” should be
given by the leader himself.

What to Trust God For ‘

Trust God for Malerial Needs. Mat-
thew $:25-34, Jesuy trusted God for Hig
material needs. “The Sen of man hath
not whore to lay His head,” He gaid one
day. Tuke 9:58 TIle and His digciples
traveled around together for three years,
preaching and teaching and healing. God
took care of them, and He will take care
of ug if we trust Him and do His work,

Trust God for Spirilual Help, Psalms -
#41. Temptation is one of our greatest
problems, God knows every temptation
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that comes to us and stands ready fo
help us, If we live cloge to Him, He will
shield and protect us.

Trust God in Trowble, Luke 15:1-5.
Trouble does not conte always as a pun-
ishment for sin. Sometimes we bring
trouble upon ourselves by our disobedi-
ence, but often wc are the vietims of
other people’s wrongdeing, We camnot
always know why trouble comes, but we
should accept it as a test of character
and of our faith in God.

Trust God for Guidance. Galatians
1:17, 17. Paul thought he was doing right
when he persecuted the Christians. In his
heart he wanted to do God’s will. For
this reason God gave him a great experi-
ence #3 he traveled to Damascus. He saw
Jesus, and from that day oun he was a
Joyal follower of Jesus. Fe spent his life

" in teaching others about Jesus. God gave
him many wonderful oxperionces.

Trust God to Teach Us. Luke 11:1-4,
The diseiples begged Jesus to teach them
to pray, and He gave them the prayer
which millions of Chrigtiang have loved
to pray. Jf we ask IHim, He will teach us
to pray. He will teach us to understand
His Word. He will teach us to love
others. He will teach us to do Christian
work. But God canwol teach us anything
unless we make a veal effort to learn.
He cannot teach us His Word wnless we
study it. He cannot teach us to work well
nnless we are willing to do our best. We
can use God only as we let Him use us.

Trust God for All Good Gifts. Luke
11:5-13, Even as earthly parents love
and cave for their children, God lowves
and eares for each one of His children,
The greatest of all God’s gifts is Iis
Spirit to help us and inspire us to live
up te our very highest ideals.

Trust God for Strength. Isaiah 40:
27-31. When God leads us to undertake
something for Him, He will supply the

~ strentgth to do it, When the task is un-
ngually hard, and we come back tired, or
it: may he discouraged, Ho- will renew
our strength and give us new courage.—

~Belected.

Bible Stories of Trust

Judges 6:1 to 7:25. The story of Gid-
con shows how trust in Geod grows and
how trust in God cxpresses itsclf in acts.
‘We alse see here how tho trust of some-
one else may be the basis for inspiring
another to trust.

Matthew &:25-27. Here in the account
of the storm on the gea we sce hew the
tack of strength in themselves drove the
diseiples o Christ, and how they ex-

"
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pressed their trust in Him to save. No-
tice the results of trusting, as expressed
in this passage.

Luke 7:1-10. 8o great wag this man’s
trust in Clrist that the Mastor Himgelf
commented upon it. Trust is one of the
basie tlements of faith.

Gienesis €:9-24. Did you ever stop to
congider how foolish it must have ap-
peared to the wicked people who lved
when Noalh did to see this man of God
building # huge boat high upon dry
land? It took real trust in God to do a
thing so foolish. Here, toe, wo see the
blessed reward for trusting.

Numbers 13:25-33. Here we have trust
in God and the lack of trust in God
pitted against each other—Caleh and
Joshua expressing simple trust, the ten
others fearful because of their lack of
trogt in God. The results of the lack of
trust are here shown,

Job 1:13-22, Thig picture of Job’s eon-
duct in the face of deep and bitter sor-
row is a good one to show us how our
trust in CGod will support us in such
times. Can you paint the picture as it

might have been if Job had beex without,

faith in God?

A Man
Who Really Trusted God

WouLp, you like te hear the story of a
man who frusted God? There was such a
man, ITis name was Joseph Bates. Joseph
Bates was one of the early piomeers of
the people of God. He gave his fortune
and all o the cause! Joseph Bates made
three visits to Jackson, Michigan, to
teach the peopls the truth.

On Joseph Bates’ third visit, in 1852,
he had a dream that he was on a ship
going west, and it was said to him that
he should get off at a place called Battile
Creek. He inquired of Dan Palmer in
Jackson whether thers was a place called
Battle Creek.

“Yes,” he said; “it iz about forty
miles down the raflvoad.”

‘“Are there any Adventists thered”

“Not that I know of.”

“Well,” said Tlder Bates, “T must go
there, for in my dream T was told there
wag wovk there for me to do.”?

As he hoarded the train and rode those
forty miles on the Michigan Central, he
iurned over in his mind all the while
what this mission might rean. Battle
Creek in 1852 was a village of some two
thousand inhabitants, and Bates had no
acquaintance there, nor any reference.
Ho he praved the Lord fo give him light.
Then it was fmpressed upon his mind, as
distinetly as though gpoken with an audi-

v
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ble voice: “Go at emece and inquire of
the postmaster for the most honest man
in fown. He will give you the name and
address of the man with whom you are
to work.” This he did, obeying the Voice.

Now, it happencd that there was in
that village an itincrant merchant, a
peddler of small articles like pins and
needles, a sori of a premature ten-cent
store on wheels—or maybe feet. Presum-
ably the postmaster had recently had
some dealings with this peddler which
impregsed him with his Lincolnesque
gualities. So he did not name the presi-
dent of the village council, nov the lead-
ing clergyman, nor the banker, nor evew
the postmaster; but he said, with no hes-
tation, “The most honest man in town
is David Hewitt. Church? He’s a Proes-
byterian.”

“Where does he live ¥

“Go up Main Strect, eross the bridge
over the Battle Creck to Van Buren
Street, and go west just shert of Cass
Street, David Hewitt’s is the only house
on the right side. There is a little log
eabin on the opposite side.”

It was early in the merning, and as
Bates knocked at Hewitt's door, he found
him just ready for breakfast,

“T have heen dirceted to yom,” said
Mr, Bates, “as the mest honest man-in
town. Tf this is so, I have some impor-
tant truth to present to you.”

“Be not forgetful to entertazin stran-
gers,” quoted Hewitt to himself, “for
therehy some have cntertained angels un-
awares,” To Bates he said, “Come in.
We are just sitting down to breakfast.
Eat with ns, and we Will then listen to
you,” During breakfast the most honest
man wag sizing up the most dircot man,
and his measurement was favorable.
After breakfast he invited Elder Bates
to econdnet family worship; and when
prayers were concluded, he said, “Now
let us hear what you have to tell us”

Joseph Bates hung up hig chart, which
he carried as faithfully as the T.omdon
statesman and “beginning at Moses and
all the prophets”” he discouvsed to them
upon the whole Second Advent Move-
ment; for these, unlike Bates’ previous
audiences, werc no Adventists who knew
ali that histety, Then in the afternoon,
until five o’clock, he talked to them ahout
the Sabbath and fhe third angel’s meg-
sage, “The most honest man in town”
and his wife were convinced. They kept
the next Sabbath: and until the first lit-
tie wooden chureh was built, three vears
later, hig home was the meeting place
of the company in Battle Creek,

For almost a half century Battle Creek
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~wag the headquarters of the Sevanth-day
Adventist denomination. Many  souls
were won to the truth in that place. All
this was because. Joseph Bates trusted in
‘God, and obeyed His voice..—ARTHUR W.
SparpiNg, Foolprints of the Pioneers.

Seed Thoughts on the Topic

THERE i no trial that cannot be met
by trust in God. There iz no foe that
trugt in God cannot conquer.

Those who do mnet trust in God are
those who have never made trial of God
and proved His goodness and power.

There is nothing that means so little
t0 thoge who have not tried it, or so much
to those that have tried it, as trust in
God.

Every victory of Christianity over the
power of darkmess has been made
through the trust of Ged’s children in
their heavenly Father.

Men are to be trusted in proportion
as they themselves trust in God.

As we go on trusting in God, it be-
comes possible for God to trust in us,

Tt will help us to trust in God if we
tell others every time our trust in God
has proved well founded.

The reason o many of us are doing
Yittle things imstead of great things is
that we do not trust in the God of great
deeds.—Selected.

NOTES TO OFFICERS
(Continued from page 2)

Have You Got What It Takes?

Tuw followlng fest, baged on one actually
used by the United States Army in select-
ing officer candidates, may be of help to
your older Juniors n determining their
present reactions, The questions are to be
answered with a Yes of o No.

Rules for scoring : Add up ail the Yes an-
wwerg to the odd-nnmbered questiong—1, 3,
5, etc., and place the result opposite the
letter A below, Add up ail the
to the even-numbered questions—2, 4, 6,
%tc.,Band piace the result opposite the "let
er B.

.......... B
Add the two totals for A and B, and com-
pare your final seore with the figures below
to ﬂndIyour ratlng. .

18 or over
1. 15
IIT, 12

IV. 9 or less

1. You display praeticaily all the desired
quadities in leadership, judgment, initiative,
and ce-operation.

1I. You would stand a very fair chance
of being recommended for offlcers’ training.
It would requlre very little effort on your
part, beeause basically you have what il
takes to become an ofticer.

111, In many things you indicate desir-
abie hehawvior traits, bul the undesirable
traits balanee the scales g0 evenly 1t makes
it diffieult to decide whether you are a good
gamble or not.

4

1. Do you readily aeecept and act on
helpful suggestions given you by others,
even though you are prefty sure of what
you are deing?

2, Would you congider yourself a highly
excitable person?

* 3. When faced with a problem de you
Took for good adviee instead of trying to
tackle it on your ownt?

0 ANRWers -
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4. Do you beeome flustered and upset if
you have to address # group of people!

5. When you make a mistake do you
readily take the blame?

6. Do you usually prefer doing things
on the spur of the moment to planning
your activities in advance?

7. Do you enjoy laughing with the
¢rowd, even when you are the target for
a joke? :

8. Is it easier for you to make a written
report than to do if verbally?

9. Wonld you rate yourself as a neat,
tidy, and orderly person?

10. If someohe makes derogatory re-
marks about your boss, company, friend,
or relative, do you ignore the incident if
it is at all possibled .

11. Have you more than once worked
overtime, part of your luneh hour, or
given up a date, in order to eomplete
some job?

12, 1t some member of a group had a
gerious aecident, would you be among

the last to assist and take charge until,

proper aid arrived?

13. Do you look for and weigh all pos-
sible facts before forming an opinion?

14. Is it hard for you to change your
ideas once you have made up your mind
about something?

15. Do you usually finish what you
beging

16. When someone denies you a favor,
do you take am “T'm off him for life”
attitude, even for a littls while?

17, Do most of your plans work out to
your own satisfaction?

18. Have you many habits the average
person would frown uponf ,

19. Have you heen an officer, director
exeeutive, or group leader for more than
one term of office in any fraternal, ehari-
table, business, civilian defense, or other
organization?

20. Do you dislike taking orders from
others?

woow
The Society We Covet

I L18m a society—and 8o do you—

Where everyone shares in things o do;
Where “Why don't they?"' is never heard,
But “Count on me” is the eheerlng word.

You like a society—and so do I—

Where no one stiffly passes by;

But a warm handclasp and a friendly smiie

More wgayl,ome makes things most worth
while,

We like a gociety—the Lord does, too—
Where worship 1s native to pulpit and pew ;
Whete God is 80 near that we loathe our

gin,
And we go out betfer than we came in.

The Lord likes a sociely—so do His people-—
Crowded wlth life from basement to steeple;
Where £olk are eager, the speaker is glsd,

And empty front pews just not to be had,

We all ke a sociefy—none s exempt—

In which are lived out the dreams which
are dreamt.

Right here is a rule as certain as sin:

We only get out as we flrst put in.

If youllike such a gociety—hoth you and

Then why not have it. At least ief’s try!
If we each glve our best, not our alibis,
The soeciety which we covet will gladden
our eyes,
—IFRANK E, FLETCIIER.

March, 1948

A Weapon for God

A voung man who had been a eriminal
and in jail a number of times was ap-
proached by one of our Missionary Vol-
unteers with literature. He accepted the
literature and read it. T think he was
twenty-one or twenty-two years of age.
He became much impressed and asked for
further information on the question.
Later he accepted the truth., He had al-
ways carried one or two guns in his pock-
ets, but as spon as he learned of this
message he put another weapon into his
pockets.

He crossed over to the market place
and got up on a little platform and began
to talk. The people were afrald to come
close, especially when he put his hand
into his pocket. But when he withdrew it,
they saw he had a beok instead of a re-,
volver! He talked about the gsecond com-
ing of Christ and this new-found faith,
and even the police officers, who were
there, of eourse, were struck with this
kind of service and listened.

They said, “We will have to take you
back to jail headquarters.”

“Let me have just 2 few moments.” He
took-out of another pocket traets, which
he distributed. “Now I am ready to go.”

They marched him two or three miles
to headquarters, where he stayed two
days. He was brought before the judge
and asked a number of questions., “Do
you go to ehureh?’ asked the judge.

“When not in jail T go to chureh even
three times a day.” (He meant on the
Sabbath.)

“Well, the judge thought a man who
went to church three times a day conld
not be such a dangerous man. “I have
looked over some of your literature,” the
judge said, “and that to me doesn’t look

s0 gserious, Tell me, do you believe in the -

sainte ¢
“I don’t know what you mean about

saintg,” our brother replied. “I don’t be-

lieve in holy Anthoity, but T belleve in
the ¥oly Spirit.” .

The judge said, “It doesn’t matter
what spirit. If you just have faith in one
of these good men you are all right, my
boy.”

The judge said to the poliee, “You will
have to take him back to the jail and
bring him here again.”

But the policeman replied, “I am
afraid, He was so enthusiastic on the way
to the jail, T am afraid if I take him
back he will baptize me on the way.” He
said this becaunse the young man had
given him a whole outline of our truth,
oven the Sabbath, on the way from the
jail—Taken from a report from Europe.

e
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March 13-20, Including Missionary Volunteer Day

rI‘lhe Challenge of the Hour

SmcE the North American Youth’s
Congress in San Francisco, the keynote
of all Misgionary Volunteer aetivities has
been Share Your Faith. Let us make this
annual Missionary Volunteer Week of
Prayer a Share-Your-Faith week of
prayer. By that we mean that the em-
phasis and the aetivity of this speeial
week should .point out the importance
and privilege of goul winning by young

people. Tt is thiy exexeise which develops

Christian growth. Bpecially is it neces-
sary in the lives of growing Christiansg
that we give emphasis and direet our
leadership mnot omly in inspiring young
people to greater- serviee for God, but
algn in aetnally training and leading
them into such scrvice.

The Missionary Volunteexr Week of
Prayer should be a time when not only
the young people but the whole chureh
will prostrate themselves in supplieation
to God to save the youth. We must not
only win the young people for Chrigt hut
algo rally them and train them for His
service, helping them to see that wher-
ever they may he placed—in sehool, in
workshop, in faetory, or in the home--
thsy are to be witvesses for Him. The
charch must unite in prayer for its needy
youth at this speeial seagson of the year.
Parents, who have young people within
reach of the home chureh, and the young
people themselves are expecting this
Week of Prayer to bring to our youth
in every place an experienece which will
deepen their faith and tie them more se-
eurely to the Advent message.

Objectives

Tae aims of the M.V. Week may be
gummed up as follows:
1. To lead the Christian youth of the

~ church inte a deeper, more abiding, and

meaningful_fellowship with Jesus Christ.

2, To reelaim the disecouraged and
backslidden for Christ and the serviee of
God.

3. To reach out and win the uncon-
verted for Christ.

4. To present 4 echallenge and formu-
late on organization which will' lead our
young people into faithful, courageous
witnessing in whatever aituation God
may place them in this very eritical hour
of the world’s history.

5. To stir the whole ehurch with the
urgency of saving our youhg people and
training them for the serviee of God.

Missionary Volunteer Day

Sabbath, March 20, is the Missionary
Volunteer high day. It i3 your responsi-
bility as young people’s workers, churel

officers, and ofiicers of the youth to plan
in advance to make this one of the most
importait, challenging, interesting, and
unustal days on the ehureh calendar,
Here are some suggestions:

1. Plan for several weeks in advance
for #n unusual youth-participation pro-
gram for the day.

2. Prepare posters and attractive pub-
lie announcements, advertising the meot-
ing.

3. Use the reading or outlines pre-
pared for the church gervice.

4. A few placards or posters around
the meeting plaee or on the bulletin
hoard will gerve to give emphasis to tho
importanee of the day.

5, 8toek up with a good supply of
M.V. Leaflets, available through your
conference M.V, Department, and make
these available to the youth throughout
the week.

The impregsions made and the sugges-
tipns which come during the service of
Misgionary Volunteer Day should be long
remembered hy the chureh, and espe-
cially by the young. Plan to make it ont.
standingly different, hut warmly evange.
listie in its appeal. Thig should be a time
for definite recomsecration of the hearts
of our young people to the serviee of
God. . ' i

Suggestions for Organization

1. Prax 1w Abpvawor—-Let the church
board and the M.V. Soeiety executive
committee together lay definite plang for
this Week of Prayer far enough ahead

ao that these plang may be followed ef- .

feetively, There is strength in coumeil.

2. MAKE A SurveEvy.—The church board
and the exeecutive commitiee of the so-
ciety should make a careful survey of all
the young people, converted and uneon-
verted, who are connected with the fami-
lies of the church, in order that they may
have aceurate and intelligent understand-
ing of their preblem. There is a census

blank, M.V, Record Blank 19, whieh can -

be proecured from the counferemee M.V,
geeretary for this purpose. Arrangements
should he made to interview each young
person whe may need help, There may he
those who have not been attending
church or Sahbath school and who ap-
parvently have gome out into the world.
Make a speeial effort to reach and re.
¢laim these during the Week of Prayer.
Without a knowledge of who and where
your needy young pecple are, there is no
point and purpese in your work for the
Dhackslidden, .

3, OrRGANIZE FoR PrRAYER—Let these
game two offieial groups organize them-
selves and the memhers of the society
into prayer groups. Upon the memhefs of
the chureh board and the society execu-

tive commitiee has been placed a solemn
and definite responsibility for the spirit-
ual well-being of the youth of the chureh.
These should be leaders in prayer and
personal work. Let prayer lists be made,
and these prayer bands meet regularly
for prayer. Why should not the church
board and ‘the M.V. Society regard them-
selves as permanent organizations for
prayer and personal work$

In preparation for this prayer and
persomal work during this Week of
Prayer, the ehurech board should have 'on
hand and place in the hands of every
member of the bhoard and soeiety exeeu-
tive committee the following Missionary
Volunteer leaflets:-

No. 5—Glorious Partnership in Soul
Winning* '

No. 20—Personal Work”

No. 24—An Hour With Christ”

And these books: .

Fishers of Men

Training Light Bearers

With emphasis upon the study of prinei-
ples and practices of personal evange-
{igm, these could well be used as an out-
line for study by a permamnent Prayer
and Personal Workers' Band. Many a
chureh problem would be solved by the
organization of, and faithful participa-
tion im, a Prayer and Personal Workers®
Band by the leaders of the ehureh.

After the ehureh hoard and the seciety
executive commitiee have heen organized
for prayer and personal work, let the so-
ciety and ehureh as a whole be organized
in the same way. Plan definitely for =
time when these bands may engage in
prayer. Hold Oceasional mectings with
the leaders to see that they are properly
prepared for the work assignmed to them.

4. Horp Darny MEerTings.—Where it
is possible, daily meetings should be
planned, and unless the one who ecom-
ducts the meeting has better imaterial,
let him use the M.V. Week of Prayer
gtudies available in thiz issue of the Ga-
zETiE. These studies -will lay the founda-
tion for fuller congeeration and a genu-
ine Christian experience. The material,
however, should be thorpaghly mastered -
in personal preparation before it iz pre-
sented. Let the meetings culminate in
definite calls te consecration. Time for a
season of prayer should be found im
every service.

5, Use M.V, LrearLgrs.—The church
board or the soeiety exeeutive commitiee
should plan to have a supply of M.V,
leaflets on hand for frequent distribution
to the young people of the chureh after
eaeh meeting, These leaflets may be pro-
cured from your Book and Bible House,
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but they should be ordered before the
firgt of Marech in order te be on hand for
use during this special week. Their cost
is small, but the returns will be large.

6. Fornow Up.—DBefore the Week of
Prayer cloges, & baptismal class should
he organized and a regular .time ap-
pointed for meeting, when the group can
come together from week to week for in-
struction preparatery te baptism. All the
‘young people should be encouraged to en-
list in one of the bands of the soctety.

“When the youth give their hearts to
God, our responsibility for them does not
coase, They must he interested in the
Lord’s work, and led o sec that He ex-
pects them to do something to advance
His cause, It is not enough to show how
much needs to be done, and to urge the
youth to act a part. They must be taught
how to labor for the Master. They must
be trained, diseiplined, drilled, in the
best methods of winning souls to Christ.”
—Gospel Workers, p. 210, Enlist the Sen-
ior young people as youth crugaders or in
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the Master Comrade work., Emnlist the
Juniorg in the Junior Progressive Class
work. Enlist alt in the sbare-your-faith
plans of personal soul winning, Do every-

thing possible to Lold the youthk who have .

been won to Christ. Do personal work.
Let the church board and the society ex-
ecuttve comunittee regard all the youth of
the ehureh as their field for persomal
work and soul winning. Nothing can take
the plaee of a friendly interest in youn

people. ' -

“Seck to interest them in that which
will help them to live the higher life.
Do not hold yourself aloof from them.
Bring them to your fireside; invite them
to jomn you around the family altar. Let
us remember the claim of God upon us
to make the path to heaven bright and
attractive.”—Ibid., p. 212,

Last, but certainly not least, encour-
age the young people to deepen their de-
votional life regularly by means of the
Morning Watch, the Bible Year, and by
engaging in some active misgionary serv-
ice,

e e e A I S L o A B S e o e A e o g v vy

MISSIONARY VOLUNTEER DAY
Sabbath, March 13

A NEW WAY TO A NEW WORLD

By G. W. Chambers

Sceretary, Young People’s Depariment,
North Pacific Union Conference

e b e e b e s

A New Way to a New World

“BproLp, I make -all things new!”
Rev. 21:5. These thrilling words fell
with drafnatic force upon the ears of
the awe-stricken apostle of Patmos. Be-
fore the gaze of the aged follower of
Christ Lad been opened vistas which por-
teayed the struggles of the people of
God as they journeyed toward their
heavenly home.

The Son of God had revealed Himself
in dazzling glory to the faithful apostle
of love, and had told him that he was to
write of the things which were to be re-
vealed to him, Then had eome the mes-
sages to God’s church in all the ages.
Scene followed scene as the seroll of the
future -was unrolled in pancramiec view
before the eager eyes of the dweller of
Patmos. He saw the rize and fall of
kingdoms, the insidious growth of apos-
tasy in the ranks of a omce-pure church,
tho persecution of the faithful few who
romained loyal to God, the final atiack
of Satan’s host upen the courageous fol-
lowers of Christ who survived the mur-
derous anger of men led by demots of
heli, the terrible wrath of God as it was
visited upon a rebellicus race, the ran-

som of God’s children as the vietorious
Christ came to claim Iis own, the puri-
fying fires of the last day as they rolled
high above the surface of the sin-cursed
earth, and then—before his startled gaze
arese a vision of lovoliness! '

“T saw it!” he eried out in trinmph.
“T saw & new heaven and a new carth.”
Rev. 21:1.

Fuman imagination stretehes to the
breaking point fo visualize what John
saw! Human skill with brush or pen is
wholly inadequate to deseribe the beauty
of the glorions picture which met his en-
raptured gaze. Majestie hills towering
upward toward the beantiful blue of an
azure sky, lofty trees waving their grace-
ful branches in the gentle breeze, a gor-
geous carpet of living green dotted with
flowors of every hue, living streams
winding their joyous way past fertile
hill and plain, and, like a dazgling gem
in a lovely setting, the New Jerusalem;
with it jasper walis, its gates of pearl,
its strects of gold, its tree of life, and
its river of life.

“Bebold, T make all things new!” The
musieal voiee came from the throns of
God, over which arched a rambow of
surpassing beauty.

March, 1948

New leoavens! A ncw earth! New peo-
ple to live in a glorious werld, a world
from which sickness, sorrew, and death
have been banished forever! The happy
people who reveled in the glories of a
world made new were not the handiwork
of an ommipotent Creator whe brought
them full molded from the duat. They
were thoge who had been ransomed from
a rebellious race, réemewed in the image
of their Savieur, and granted life eternal
in the land of fadeless day.

God could have created an entirely new
race of people to inhabit His heautiful
new world. However, in His great love
He chose to take poor sinful mortals who
were willing to be fransformed by His
power and led by His hand, and to give
them the privilege of dwelling in His
paradise of love,

You and I aspire to live in a hetter -

world. We long for a home in a land
where mild climate, fertility of soil,
equality of opportunity, and congenial
surroundings combine to make life pleas-
ant and succeasful. Along with all others
of our race we dream our 'dreams of
Ttopia, Loping against shattered hope
that the next turn in life’s winding path-
way will bring it te view. With the
eagerness of children we reach out after
the beautifully eolored bubbles of prom-
ised happiness, only to see them burst
at our touch. Disappointed, disillugtoned,
we continue to hope, we follow still other
will-o’-the-wispa until we diseover that
our goal lies beyond the confines of our
sin-cursed earth. It reaches out into a
marvelously recreated world peopled by
a transformed race. As wo think of this
land of our heart’s desire, we hear the
musical strains of the voice of Him who
makes 1t possible, “Behold, I make all
thirgs new!*

Since our hopes will be realized only in
God’s new world, we find ourselves say-
ing, “I must be there!” However, we do

not reach any  given destination by

magic. We must chart our course accord-
ing to the directions of the One who
makes it posgible for us to inherit this
goodly land, Having determined to press
toward this greatest of life’s prizes, we
need to follow very carefully the way
that leads to the beautiful new world.
Contrary to popular opinion, there are
not many ways that lead to this goal

There are not even fwe ways that will

take us there! Christ reveals only one.

“Hnter ye in at the strait gate: for
wide is the gate, and broad is the way,
that leadeth to destruction, and many
there be which go in thereat: hecanse
strait is the gate, and narrow is the way,
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which leadeth unto life, and few there be
that find it.” Matt, 7:13, 14,

The only other way hrought to light in
this passage is one that leads to destrue-
tion,

“These roads are distinct, separate, in
epposite directions. Ome leads to eternal
life, the other to eternal death.”—Testi-
montes, vol. 1, p. 127,

"The object of this young pecple’s
Weoek of Prayer is te examine the way
we are going. We may think that we are
walking in the way that leads to eternal
life, but closer examination may reveal
us to be in the path that leads to eternal
death!

Lora . Clement, in tho Youth’s In-
structor, tells ef a high-powered car that
was speeding aleng the highway through
the suburbs of Baltimere, Maryland. See-
ing a boy trudging along the highway,
the driver stopped and beckoned the lad
to him,

“How far is it to Washington?” he en-

" quired. The hoy looked at him medita-

tively. “Well, if you keep gein’ the way
yowre headed, it is about 25,000 miles,”
he stated. “But if you turn around and
go this way’—peinting in the oppesite
direction—<4t’s enly about thirty miles.”
+ The astonished man drove into a filling
station te get ferther information.
“Which way is it to Washingten?”’ he
asked, addressing the attendant.

“J¥’3 about® thirty miles back that
way,” indicated the attendant, poimting
back the way the stranger had come.

“That’s strange,” obscrved the per-
plexed driver. “I thought T was geing
in the right directien”

" “Tt doesn’t make any difference which
way you fhink yeu're going,” opined the
other. “It’s the way yow're actually going

- that counts!”

Young people, which way are you ac-
tually going? Before you reply, listen to

. what God has to say abeut youth in gen-

eral:
“Many of the youth of this gencration,
in the midst of churches, religions ingti-

~ tutions, and professedly Christian homes,

are choosing the path to destruction’—
Ibid., vol. 6, p. 254,

“But I am @ baptized church mem-
ber!” says one. )

Listen again! “I saw many traveling
in this broad road whe had written upen
them, ‘Dead to the werld. The end of all
things is at hand. Be ye alse ready.
They looked just like all the vain ones
around them, execept a shade of sadness
which I noticed upon their counienances.
Their conversation was just like that of
the gay, thoughtless ones around them;
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hut they would oceasionally point with
great satisfaction to the letters on their
garments, calling for the others to have
the same upon theirs, They were in the
broad way, yet they professed to be of
that number who were traveling the nar-
rew way. Those around them would say,
“There is no distinction between us. We
are all alike; we dress and talk and act
alke. ¥—Messages to Young People, pp.
126, 127, )

Still more solemm are the words:
“Young Sabbath-keepers are given to
pleasure-seeking. I saw that there is not
one in twenty who knews what experi-
mental religion is. .. . . Unless they are
undeeeived and their gensibilities aroused,
... they . .. will come short of ever-
lasting life.”—Testimontes, vol, 1, p. 496.

Dear yeung pecple, please do not feel
that I am sitting in judgment and eon-
demning you as I direct your attention
to these words, I point you to them that
yeu may be constrained te ‘examine
yourselves, whether ye be in the faith;
prove your own selves.” 2 Cor. 13:5.

In case there should be some present
whe may be walking in the broad way,
sarely they are described in the fellow-
ing statement: “Im every assembly for
worsghip, there are souls lenging for rest
and’ peace”—Christ’s Objeci Lessons,
p. 191

We 1ust net allow the fact that
“many”’ travel in the bread way io in-
fluence uws to follow their example. We
ave warned against entering “the path of
the wicked.” “Enter net inte the path of
the wicked, and go net in the way of
evil men.” Prev. 4:14. All such paths
are the “ways of death” (Prov. 14:12),
which jein the bread way leading to de-
gtraction,

“The steamer ‘Portland’ left DBosten
harbor in the storm of November, 1898,
She left when all the signals for danger
were flying; she left when the govern-
ment agent at the signal office had ad-
vised euwtgoing vesselg to remain in port;
ghe left when the owners of the vessel
had commanded hor te stay at dock. Why
she left ne one has ever been able te say.
Her capiain must have boen apprehen-
sive, for he said to the lighthouse-keeper,
‘Keep your light burning bright to-
night, for we may want ic ceme back)

“But she never came back. Qutside the
Liarbor the mighty storm eaught the ves-
sel in her emhrace and tore her to picces,
and net cne on beard ever again saw
home or fricnds,

“Later a note was picked up on the
eoast. It could have becn from one of the
passeugers.
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“The little piece of paper read: ‘We
are on a raft; we have given up alb
hope; we are going down. O God, if I
could only see my wife and little boy
again!’ ”—1,000 Hlusirations.

Young friends, listen! The storm of
God’s wrath is about to break on our
unhappy werld! Are yow safe under the

" SBaviour’s protecting ecare? Are your feet

firmly planted in the way that leads to
life? “He iy in the way of life that keep-
eth ingtruetion: but he that refuseth re-
proof erreth.” “The way of life is above
to the wise, that he may depart frem
hell beneath? Prev. 10:17; 15:24. “I
have refrained my feet from every evil
way, that I might keep Thy word.” Ps.
119:101.

In His mercy God says, “I send an
Angel befere thee, to keep thee in the

" way, and fo bring thee inte the place

which I have prepared.” Ex, 23:20. Thig
refers to Jesus, for He says, “I am the
way.”? John 14:6,

In this week of heart-searching
prayer, shall we not ery eut, “Search
me, O Ged, and knpw my heart: try me,
and know my theughts: and see if there
be any wicked way in me, and lead me
in the way everlasting.” Ps. 130:23, 24.
Shall we net plead, “Lead me into the
land of uprightness”? Ps. 143:10. Shall
we xot follow Christ in that “mew and
living way, which He hath consecrated
for us®” Heb. 10:20,

“One evening a Minnegota farmer set
sail on one-of the many lakes of that
State. As he neared the center the wind
changed, and a sudden gust overturned
the boat in the middle of the lake. The
water was cevered with masges of fleat-
ing ice., Being a good swimmer, the
farmer struck out bholdly for the shere,
but he became confused in the darkness,
not knowing whether or not he was swim-
ming toward home. Abeut te sink in de-

cspair in the celd water, he suddemly

heard & cry. ‘Father!’” He listened. The
sound put new life into him, for it was
the voice of his little girl, Again the cry
echoed acrogs the water. ‘¥ather!” This
time he turned—he had been swimming
awaey frem home in the darkness—and
struck out in the direction of the scand.
Yollowing the guidance of that wvoice

from home, he reached the shore in

‘safety.’—Ibid., p. 162,

Young friends, acress the darkness of
eur sinful world comes a veice, calling
youwr mamel Tt iz the velece of God,
speaking to you by His Spirit. Heed and
respond to that call, so that one day you
may stand with the redeemed in a land:
where Ged has made “all thinga new.”
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Sunday, March 14

A NEW GUIDE

Tr is said that in the Castle of Chillon
on beautifnl Lake Geneva there was a
strange dungeon. In the floor of this un-
usual place there was an opening, or
well, at the bottom of which have been
seen the rippling waters of the, lake. That
gshaft. was called The Way of Liberty.
It is said that in the old days the lying
jailor would stand in the darkness be-

gide the prisoner and whisgper, “Thyee -

stepg and liberty!” If the unfortunate
vietim heeded the suggestion of his sup-
posed benefaector and leaped down to-
ward the seeming quiet outlet to free-
dom, he reached his objective, but as a
bloody ecorpse!l Jutting out from the
walls of this well of freedom were
knives and spikes which fook the unfor-
tunate prisoner’s life as ho attempted to
eseape.

Thuy it will be with all who Heed the
eeductive voice of Satan. Posing as a
friend who has our best interest ab Heart
this deceptive 'enemy asserts that those
who follow his suggestions are thereby
gaining greater freedom. In tempting
Bve at the tres of knowledge, while
lending the race of antediluvian giants
to a watery grave, when tempting Christ
in the wilderness, and as he has spread
his subtle snares for the youth of our
day, this most vindictive enemy of God
and men represented himself as one
whose guidance would result in great
good. All the while he knows—and God
has warned us—that the end of the way
he and his followers take leads to nnhap-
piness here and to the lake of fire here-
after.

“Oh, I wouldn’t think of following
such a horrid creaturel!” says one. “Of
course, I admit that I do some things
the church people say are wrong, but I
think T am not doing anything so bad.
I dew’t want to be st]:ut Iaeed, you
know.”

Young people, unless you yield your
hearts eompletely to Christ, the enemy
will eventually force his way intd your
heart, and will finally have complete
mastery of your life. Christ Himself
warng, “No man can serve two masters:
for either he will hate the one, and love

the other; or else he will hold to the
one, and despise the other. Ye cannot
gerve God and mammon.” Matt. 6:24.

That we are serving one or the other
of the two powers contending for the
supremacy is indicated by the following:
“Enow ye mnot, that to whom ye yield
yourselves servants to obey, his servants
ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin
unto death, or obedience unto righteous-
negs?” Rom. 6:16. Christ warns, “He
that is not with Me is against Me.”
Matt. 12:30.

We are further told, “No one can oc-
cupy a mneutral position; there is mno
middle class, who neither love God nor

‘serve the enemy of vighteousness, . . .

He who does not give himself wholly to
God, 1s under the contrel of another
power, listening to another voiee, whose
suggestions are of an entirely different
character. Half-and-half serviee places
the human agent on the side of the
enenty, as a suecessful ally of the hosts
of darkness.”—Mount of Blessing, p.
139.

Is this actually true? Tt us turn to
a practieal experienee and see for our-
solves.

Years ago a young man by the name
of Edward Hickman was in attendance
at the Kansag City high schools. That he
was unusually talented is indicated by
the faet thay he was president of the
Webater Club, a debating society, and
that he had come out second in a na-
tional oratorial contest on the Constitn-
tion of the United States. He planned
to devote his talents {o the ministry.
Then something happened! Let us fol-
low his story as it later appeared in the
public pross.

While going regularly to echurch, he
said he had a sincere desire {o hecome a
minister. That desire remained with him
until he studied atheism. He %o0ld his in-
terviewers, “During high school T took
an interest in evolution and atheism, and
denied *Christian faith, Therefore, T be-
came suseeptible to worse errors, and fi-
nally took up crime and murder.”

At the age of sgeventeen he forged
chacks to pay for a much-desired motor-
cyele, Canght, he was iried and con-
victed, but recommended for probation.
He made restitution, but the secds of
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evil had been sown, and he started on a
eareer of crime. He stole ocars, commit-
ted robberies, and even murder. Shift-
ing from place to place to aveid capture,
he was guided by a mysterious power,

Hickman ecalled at the school where
Marion Parker, the twelve-year-old
daughter of the mam who had testified
againgt him in the motoreycle case, was
in attendance, lured the girl from school
with the story that her father was dan-
gerously ill, killed her, dismembered her
body, and sent ransom notes to the dis-
tracted father.

Thoroughly aroused officers of the law
caught him at BEcho, Oregon. He was
brought to trial, tried for sanity, found
sane, and tried for murder. Convicted
and sentenced to hang, he spent sleepless '
nights. Restless, he read the Bible.
Gripped by a sense of his guilt before -
God and men, he wrote letters, begging
forgiveness of those whom he bhad
wronged. He made what seemed to be
an honest effort to geb right with God.

Before his exeeution ke made this
atatement: “All eriminals and unright-
epus men are struggling in the clutches
of SBatanic error. By willful disobedi-
enes to God’s law they become 1gnora.nt
of the laws of life and truth.

“Let all men realize that them are in-
vigible forces for good and evil ever
present and ever working upon the minds
and hearts of mortals, *

“The angels of Gtod and demons of hell
are absolutely eontrolling the lives of all
people,

“The reason that I became sueh a hor-
rible eriminal was because I allowed a
demon of hell to lead me on.”-—Orego-
nian, Oet, 17, 1928,

Stripped of ity mask, Bdward Hick-

man gaw his “Providence” for what it -

really was—*a demon of hell!”

In anguish he eried out %o young peo-
ple, “I beg young people to keep a close
wateh over their morals. Cling to Chris-
tian faith and practice. Then you will
have a solid foundation apon which to
build for life'—Ibid.

William Edward Hickman was hanged
for his erimes, November 19, 1928. Thug
closed a carcer that could have been a
power for good, but it was shaped by a
sinister foree which promised freedom
while it plotted death for its vietim!

Young people, remember that Satan’s
objective ig the same for every soul as
it was for BEdward Hickman—eternal
loss for time and eternity. Oh no, we do
not wigh to imply that yow might turn
to crime, hut we de want to make it
plain that unless you let God have His
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way with you, the cnemy will take pos-
segsion of youm!

“Whenever men rejeet the Saviour’s
invitation, -they are yielding themselves
to Satan”’—The Desire of Ages, p. 341.

“Unless we do yield ourselves to the
conirel of Christ, we shall be deminated
by the wicked one, We must inevitably
be wnder the control of the ome or the
other of the two great powers that are
eontending for the supremacy of the
world. Tt is not necessary for us delib-
crately to choose the serviee of the king-
dom of darkness in order to come under
its dominion., We have only to meglect
to ally ourselves with the kingdom of
light. If we do not co-operate with the
heavenly agencies, Batan will take pos-
session of the heart, and will make it
his abiding-place.”—Ibid., p. 324.

Oh, young peoplel With Paul we must
ery out, “I am carnal, sold under gin”!
Rom, 7:14. Prisoners of a malignant foe,
we are absolutely helpless without Jesus
Christ! Listen to His gentle voice, “If
the Son therefore shall make you free,
ve* ghall be free indeed.’” John 8:36.
Won’t you let Him set you free from
every sin,.great or small? All you have
to do is to surrender yourself, along
with all your fauits, failures, and weak-
nesses. Jesus Christ will do the rest.
The priee has been paid in advance.
(Read 1 Peter 1:18, 19; Isa. 44:22}

On QCalvary’s painful hill the Bavicur
bought and paid the supreme price for
us. Can we do less than yield ourselves
to Him, to be His willing scrvants for-
ever? He will guide us safely through
the perils of this life and into the glories
of the better land. o

B g
Monday, March 15

' NEW DEHCISIONS

Tuk doctor was somewbat worried as
he hastily wrote out a preseription and
handed it to the speeial nurse, with the
admonition that she follow the direetions
to the leiter. Then he hurried away to
other wmedical problems which awaited
him; With confidence in the nurse at the
little cottage he could devote hig ensr-
gies to other patients.

The nurse left the preseription at the
drugstore, and hastened back to the side
of her charge. It would take careful
pursing to save this case!

In dne time the messenger from the
drugstore delivered the medicine, but
along with it was a note from the drog-
gist. Curiously the nurse read it, Then
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she paled. Surely this couldn’t be trus!
Cavefully she read the ominons lines
again,

“T have filled out this preseription ae-
cording to the doctor’s, direction, but
whoever takes this medicine will die!”

Could the doctor have made a mistake?

Did she dare to give the medicine in

spifo of the warningy Finally she called
the doetor on the telephone, told him of
the note, and read the message to him,
That gentleman was angry! Of courge,
he was right! He had not made a mis-
take in writing out the preseription. The
druggist was wrong! Neveriheless, he
decided to come to the bouse at once and

- supervise the giving of the medicine.

In g few minnutes the doctor was back
at the coitage. He took the medicine,
read the note, and, reaffirming his con-
viction that he conld wot have made &
mistake, he asked for a spoon, Pouring
out the preseribed dose, he took it him-
self, to prove that he wag right and the
druggist wrong. In a few minutes he was
dead! He thought he was right, but he
was wrong!

God must have feared that we might
take the same position toward some of
the things against which e warns us,
for Ho says, “There is a way which
seemeth right unfo a man, but the end
thereof are the ways of death.” Prov.
14:12.

CGtod must have heen deeply concermed
about our danger in this respect, for
just % little further on is found the same
warhing in almost identical words.

“There is a way that seemeth right
unto a man, but the end thereof are ths
ways of death.” Prov. 16:25.

Satan knows that there is lttle chance
that he ean persuade our youth o com-
mit the grosser sins. He realizes that
most of them would draw baek in horror
from the suggestion that thsy induige in
some flagrant transgression of God’s law.

" Therefore he econcentrates his tempta-

tions on those so-called “little gins.”

They do not seem so deadly, though he '

knows—and God warns—that “the wages
of sin ig denth,” whether the sin be great
or small, Then, too, he knows that if he
can persuade our youth to break over in
some borderline asetivity, it will be easier
to deceive the weakened conscience into
taking another step foward open rebel-
lion against Geod,

Do you understand what I mean? Al
of us have weak points in our character

dafense. Owr brethrem may condemn us’

for the things we think of little conse-
quence, but we se¢ no evil in the things
involved. It “seemeth right” for us to

s
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follow the path of our desire, even
though our brethren think we are doing
wrong.

On the pther hand, we lock askance at
some of our fellow believers, pointing
out the flaws in fhedr armor and insist-
ing that fhey are headed in the wrong
dirgetion. However, these individuals see
no wrong in following their course of
action, It ‘“seemeth right” for them to
do what seems wrong in our eyes.

The facts are that all who do wrong,
oven though that wrong “sgemeth right,”
are placing their feet in paths which lead
to the “ways of death,” and finally merge
into the “broad way” which leads to the
lake of fire! ‘

How careful we all need to be as we
“expmine ourselves” (not our neighbors)
in the light of the ingtruction found in
God’s Word and in the Spirit of proph-
ecy! Remember, young people, Satan is
going to attack us at the weakest spot,
not af the point where our armor iz the
strongest. Thoge points where right grad-
nally merges into wrong, where the -
viding line iz hard to discern, where it
“seemeth right’ to us, even though it is
frowned upon by the church and warned
against by the Bpirit of prophecy—it is
at these points that the enemy is most

‘suecessful in smaring his vietims,

Let us beware of the wheslbarrow typs
of conseience—one which can be pushed
wheraver the owner wants it to go!

The reason Satan finds such easy ae-
cess to the minds of some is found in the

_ following texts: Job 24:13; Ps. 36:4.

(Read.}

Again and again it bas been demon-
gtrated that the path that merely “seem-
eth right” leads to unhappiness and fail-

- ure,

It seemed right for Eve to partake of
the forbidden fruit. It was such a Ktile
thing, and she had been assured that
good, not evil, would be her reward. But
untold woe, sin, and misery resulted.

It seemed right for Cain to worship
God in a way not outlined by God. After
all, it was on the same day and to the
spme God! How eould he know that this
small disobedience wowld lead to his be-
coming the fivat murderer? But it did!

It seemed right for Lot bo take advan-
tage of the temporal blessings offered by
the wicked cities of the plain, Little did
he dream that the blazing inferno of de-
struetion which blotted out those wicked
cities would rob him of all his earthly
possessions and deprive most of his fam-
ily of their eternal reward in the earth
made new!

It seemed righy for Balaam to re-
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spond to the lure of foreigu gold. Why,
he even prayed over the matter! Of
course, he overlooked God’s directions in
the angwer te his prayer, and he moved
forward in disobedience. Even after he
had been shown that God’s blessing, not
His curse, rested upon Israel, he helped

to lay the snare that cost Israel twenty- .

" four thousand souls in the plague which
followed as the result of their sin. He
did not foresee the baftle i which he
himself would be slain,

It seemed right for Judas to make the
bargain of betrayal. Hadn’t he seen his
Master eseape His ememies before? They
would mever be able fo capture Himl!
“Hold Him fast,” he warned, Ah, Judas
was toe smart to be caught in the wrong!
It would turn ont all right, and he
would be richer as the result, He did not
visualize the horrible sight of the suicide
heing devoured by dogs on the day of
the cruecifixion,

Oh, young people, the way that mevely
“geemeth Tight” is dangerous! Don%t
take it if you value your hapypiness here
and eternal life hereaffer! Follow only in
_ the paths outlined ag right in the Bible
and the Bpirit of prophecy. (Read Prov.
5:21; 15:3; Job 23:10.)

Young people, we need to make new
decisions as we face the tests before us.
(Readl Messages to Young People, p. 130,
par. 1.)

A ship was about to leave Liverpool,
Tngland, for Sydney, Australia. Before
it sailed, the captain made a bet that he

would be in the harbor of Port Jackson -

before midnight of a ecertain date. The
ghip arrived at the entrance to the harbor
about dusk of the day o which the time
limit would expire. Ordinarily ships ar-

riving late lay at anchor until the next-

day. Other ghips had heen lost in the daxn-
gerous passage, Without waiting for
daylight, and without a pilot, the eap-
tain saile@ mte the treachersus chanmel,
The next day a lone sailor eclimbed the
flight of Toeks known as Jacob’s Lagd-
der, and brought word that the Duncan
Dunbor had gone down with six hundred
people on board) The captain thought he
was vight in the eourse he followed, but
he was wrong, fatally sol

Young friends, let us make new deci-
siomg from this time onward, decisions
which will be conditioned on what we
Brow to be right, not msrely on what
“iseemeth right.”

s

E

w

Some -people seem to think they have
not spoken foreibly if they have not
spoken angrily.
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'Taesday, March 16

A NEW VISION

“WHICH of us is for the Lking of Ts-
rael?’ The words of the king of Syria
fell like a thunderbolt vpon the assem-
bled group as the perplexed and some-
what amgry monarch eyed them nar-
rowly.

8mall wender that the king sus
pacted that there must be a fraitor in hig
court. Time and again he had laid an
ambush for the king of Isvael, and on
every occasion the leader of TIsraels
forces had earefully avoided the trap.
Bach looked upon the other suspiciously.
Who wag the guilty culprit?

“None, my lord, O king!” Tt was ome
of the servants who spoke, “Elisha, the
prophet that is in Lsraél, telleth the king
of Israel the words that thoun speakest in
thy bedehamber,”

Tt was true! Because of the divine
warnings which had been sent——and
heeded—the king of Israel “gaved him-
gelf there, not onee mor twice” 2 Kings
6:10,

Snaves, wnseen by mortal eyes but
nonetheless deadly, are being laid for un-
wary feet in these cloging moments of
time, We arve told:

“Ag we approach the elose of time, as
the people of God stand upon the borders
of the heavenly Canaan, Satan will . . .
redouble his efforts to prevent them from
entering the goodly land. He lays his
snares for every soul”—Pairigrehs and
Prophets, p. 457.

Just as the intervention of God was
necessayy in the case of Israel’s king, so
it I8 necessary to ug in these last days.
Unseen dangers which threaten our eter-
nal salvation lie on every hand. Without
God’s help to point them out we shall be
led astray by a deceptive ememy who
paints an atiractive picture whick fells
only a half truth!

Years ago in the ancient East there
lived a family of four—father, mother,
and two sons. This family was more than
eomfortably well off, and every need of
each member was carefully supplied.
Pogsibly a few luxuries were indulged
on rare pecasions.

' The gons worked faithfully on the
home estate, the older son Wwithout pro-
test, the younger with vague feelings of
unrest which he eould not fully explain,
and which were a source of concern to
Bis parents. The older son looked for-
ward with confidence to the day when,
at the death of his father, two thirds of
the wealth would be his. The younger son
was not satisfled with the somewhat rou-
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tine existence of home life. Tven the
hope of one third of his father’s wealth,
to be his when the old gentleman died,
was not enough to keep him satisflel.
There had come to him rumors of the gay
life of freedom enjoye@ by young people
of hiz age in a faraway land. As the
stories persisted, hisz discontent in-
creased. If only he could enjoy the pleas-
ures of that happy land! But his father
wonld not allow him to go, he felt sure.
One day his restless longings erystalized
i a wild resolve, He would demand his
share of the inheritance now, before his
father’s death, and then break the home
ties to go where he pleased!

B0 it was that one day he placed his
demand before hig father. Réason and
entreaty availed nothing. The young man
was determined, Sadly the old father

realized that the fime had come when the .

son must learn from the hard school of
experience. He knew of the bitter disil-
lugionment which awaited his boy, but
the son would not listen fo his father’s
warning, At last the father yielded.
Though he did not have to do so, he gave

the young man his share of the estate. .

On reaching the “far country” the
wanderey lost mo time in plunging into
the pleasures of the place.

His money, his hail-feltow-well-met at-
titude, drew around him friends of a
sort. It always happens thus! He who
has money to spend, and who is not too
particular as to how he spends if, will
always have go-ealled friends to help him
He “wasted his gubstance with rviotous
living.”

One @ay the young man discovered
that he was out of money. Awakened
thus rudely, he must have made attempts
to borrow money from the friends who
had been so loyal in helping him to spend
hig fortune. When they semsed the situa-
tion they must have left him speedily,
for “no man gave unte him.”

Without meney and without friends
to help him, the onee proud prodigal
looked for a job. At last he saw a gign,
“Wanted, 2 hog tender,” Of ecourse, he
wag not fnterested in that type of work!
Remember, hie was a Jew! Bub no other

" work eould be found. Driven by hunger,

in desperafion he came back to the plaee
where he had seen the sign, applied for
the job, and got it. Then, amid the filthy
swine, he saf, so hungry that he longed
to eat the husks whieh were fed to those
dirty animals,

Just a moment more! When the atirac-
tive picture of pleasure had been painted
for 'him by a elever foe, a picture so in-
viting that he had bheen lured from home

-
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by it, was this seene ineluded? No! Tt
was behind the dovil’s hand!

“An old story,” you say? Ab, no!
Listen, as I bring it up to date.

A fifteen-year-old boy needed oasy
money, so he stole ears, dismantled them,
“and sold the parts. It was going to be an
easy world. Then one day he earelessly
drove a stolen ear too eloge to the edge
of a gravel pit on the outskirés of town.
Over the bank it went, and he was killed
in the wreckage.

When the devil led that young man to
steal ecarg, did he portray the lifeless
form at the bottom of the gravel pit?
No! That scene was behind the dovil’s
hand!

The president of a large Building and
Loan Agsoclation was tempted by the
amount of money in such easy reach., One

£day he was missing, and so was ohe mil-
lion dollars, the loss of which {he frm’s
hooks eould not conceal. Months passed
ag police of the mnation were alerted for
him, Onc day two deteetives saw a man
who had a habit of nervously glancing
over his shoulder. Tt was the missing
man! The following morning they found
hig lifeless body dangling at the end of
his necktie. He had hanged himself in
his eell,

When the devil tempted that man to

embark on a carcer of crime, did he pie-
ture that last seene in a lomely cell? Of
course not! That was bekind the devils
kand!
_ Bring it up to date yourself, Every
time your radio or newspaper tells of
some poor soul’s being trapped by his
misdeeds, you arc witnessing something
which was hidden behind the devil’s hand
when the vietim was firsé led into sin!

But let us get back to our story. In
rags, among the swine, the hungry wan-
derver “came to himself.” Thoughis of the
wonderful home he had left, his loving
mother, his faithful father, tugged at his
heart until he determined to return to
the home he had so ungratefully left.

From his post of watchfulness the old
father ran to meet hig once lost boy!
Throwing his arms around him, he cut
ghort his prayer for pardon by a com-
mand for the best robe, the signet ring
of authority, and a feast of weleome,

Thus the Saviowr illustrates the joy
with whieh our heavehly Father welcomos
the returned wanderer.

Young wman, young woman, have you
wandered from the Father’s house? Ho's
looking for you, longing to forgive you,
anxious to restore you to songhip! Won't
von let Him? If you will, He will blot
out the miserable mistakes of the past,
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and help you to see the snares of the
enemy in the future. Listen!

(Read Tsa. 43:25; Pq. 32:8.)

Guided by the same visiom that saw
and warned of danger in days gone by,
we will bo able o see and avoid the
gnares of the ememy!

An aged Quaker sought. his son in
camp after a particularly severe battle
of the Civil War. Not finding him, he set
out in the gathering gloom with a lan-
tern. From one prostrate form to another
he passed, hoping 2gainst hope that he
would find his son alive, Suddenly a gust
of wind blew out the lantern, and he was
left in darkness. Not able to light it
again, ho lifted his voiec and exied,
“John Hartman, thy father ealleth thee!”
Across the battlefield he pieked his way
in the darkness, repeating his call. At
last a faint reply brought the father to
the wounded son’s side, and the loving
tather bownd up his wounds and carried
him to safety.

Oh, soul, wounded on the dark battle-
field of sin, it is your Father who ealls
your name! Won’t you respond to Him
and find peace, forgiveness, and life?

v o ¥

Wednesday, March 17
A NEW CREATURE

A PROMINENT physician had an only
daughter, whom he and kis wife idolized.
As a token of their love, the parents gave
the girl a gmall gold ring. With the pass-
ing of time her finger enlarged, and the
ehafing of the gold band broke the skin.
A sore resulted. This did not cause much
concern until it refused to heal, when
closer cxamination vevealed that the
dread disease of eancer had fastened it-
self upon the child, There was talk of
severing the finger, but before this was
deeided on, the disease appeared on the
hand. Tneffeetive rémedies were applied,
and it seemed that death would be the
rvesult of the rapid mareh of this seem-
ingly ineurable disease. Then someonc
suggested the thon new cure of radium.
However, the doetor had openly opposed
the radium treatment in a magazine
artiele. Now it seemed to -be the omly
hope of saving hig child’s life. Wisely
ko decided to restudy the problem. e

"went to Johms Hopkins University and

made 2 thorough investigation. As a Te-
sult he was convinced that he had been
wrong, and that the radium treatment
offéred the only real hope of saving his
daughter’s life. At omce he sold his pos-
sessions: to purc}iase the expengive but
necessary material. Then the treatment
began. Gradually the ugly disease dried
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up and finally disappeared. The girl’s
life was saved beeause the only sure
remedy was uged.

The whole human race ig sick——sick with
the fatal malady of sin. Death is the sure
result of this awful afflietion. One of the
most vivid descriptions of this terrible
digease is found in Tsaiah 115, 6. (Read.)

It hag also been eompared to leprosy,
for which no eure existed in the time of
Christ, But when the Ioathsome leper made
his way into the presence of the great
Healer, and pleaded, “If Thou wilt,
Thou-ecangt make me clean,” and Christ
responded, “I will; Be thou clean,” the
terrible disease flod at s word, and the
man stood. forth a new man fully cleansed
of kig defilement,

8o it is with the malady of sin. The
great Healer “who healeth all thy dis-
eases” also “forgiveth all thipe inigui-
ties,” and cleanses the soul from the
darkest defilement of sin.

The sinner is also portrayed im these
words, (Read Isa. 64:6.)

Since our endeavors to perfect right-
eousness in our own strength end in sueh
utter failure that the results arve spoken
of ag “filthy rags,” we must look else-
where for help, Hope is held out to us in
Zechariah 3:3, 4. (Read.)

The nature of the robe itgelf is brought
to light in Revelation 19:8: “And to her
[the bride, representing God’s chureh]
was granted that she should be arrayed
in fine' linen, clean and white: for the
fine linen is the righteousness of saintg”

However, we noted previously that
man’s best efforts to become righteous
are as “filthy rags,” while this garment
is “clean and white.” Therefore, this gar-
ment of righteousness must be made pos-
sible through the efforts of another. Paul
tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:21, “He [God]
hath made Him [Christ] to be sin for
us, .. . that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him.”

(Read Steps to Christ, p. 67, par. 2.)

That trangaction must have been what
the prophet of old had in mind when he
wrote, “In his days Judah shall be saved

. :tand this is the name whereby He
shall be ecalled, THE LORD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS.” Jer. 23:6.

Tt is vital that we understand the ne-
cessity for affecting this exchange of a
life of sin for a life of victory. The great
need for this change in the ranks of our
young people is emphasized by the fol-
lowing passage from Messages to Young
People, p. 131, pars. 1 and 2. (Read.)

“There are children of Sabbath-keepers
who have been taught from their youth
to observe the Sabbath. Some of these




24

are very good childrem, faithful to duty
as far as temporal duties are concerned;
but they feel mo deep convietion of sin,
and no need of repentance from sin., Such
are in a dangerous condition, . . .

“To these youth I am aunthorized to
say, Repent ye and be eonverted, that
your sins may be blotted out, There is no
time for you to waste. . . . No matter
how faulfless may have been your lives,
ag sinners you have steps to take. You
are required to repent, believe, and be
baptized.”—Testimontes; vol. 4, p. 40.

The happy guests were ontering the
brilliantly lighted banquet hall. Chatting
gaily, they took their places around the
long fable whieh fairly groaned under
the weight of delicions food, and sparkled
with gilver and glass, It was the svent of
a lifetime! The king’s son was being
martied, and this way the wedding feash!
Suddenly a hush fell over the happy, ex-
cited throng as all eyes turned to one of
the sntrances. The king had been an-
nounced! In quiet Tespect they rose to
their feet ag their beloved monarch ap-
proached, Standing in the doorway, the
majestic ruler’s kindly gaze swept over
the multitude with evident pleasure, for
their happiness was his happiness. Then
something eaught and held his glance. A
worried frown crossed his face. A whis-
pered command to an officer standing
near, sent him out into the erowd. In a
moment he returned leading a trembling,
half-defiant man whoge threadbare gar-
ments did not harmonize with the gor-
geous attive of the rest of the company.
Kindly yet gternly the momarch spoke.

“{Friend, how camest fthou in hither
net having & wedding garment? Did not
you know that this riech apparel, even
though purehased at such great cost, was
furnished free to every guest?”

Speechless, the man stood rooted to
the spot. Of eourse, he had known! He
had merely neglecfed to supply himself
with this rieh garb, In faet, he had
slightly resented the suggestion that his
garments were not good smough for the
oecasion. Now he stood trembling before
hig ruler to hear his fate. (Read Matt.
22:13.)

Young friends, this will bs the fate of
all whoge lives are not made over new
and covered by the robe of Christ’s
righteousness! 'When we give our hoarts
to Christ, a definife change takes plaecs.

“Ye pul off . .. the old man [the old
life of sin], which is corrupi aceording
to tho deceiffn! lasts; and be renewed
in the spirit of your mind; and . .. put
on the new mon [the nsw life of right-
eousness in Christ], whiech after QGod is
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created in righteousness and true holi-
ness.” Eph, 4:22-24,

“The bhody of the sing of the flegh?
(Col. 2:11) is to be buried in the baptis-
mal waters, there to remain forever. Paul
says, “Our old man is crucified with
Him, that the body of sin might be de-
stroyed, that henceforth we should not
serve gin’’ Rom. 6:6. .

Christ made death to sin a condition of
diseipleship, for He said, “If any man
will come after Me, let him deny himself
[the old sinful nature], and fake up his
crogg daily, and follow Me.” Tuke 9:23,

When we aeeept by faith Christ’s
death as our death, omr old life of sin
hangs on the eross with Him, Thus we are
“dead ‘with Christ” (Rom. 6:8), “dead
indeed wnte gin” (verse 11), and “free
from sin.” (verse 18).

Unless we die fo our ging before Jesus
comes, we will die in them after He
comes |

Not only is the Christian buried with
hig Lord in baptism after his death to
sin, he is also Taised to a mew life as
Christ wag raiged from the dead, and by
the same power which raised up Jesuns, In
this he will “put . . . on the Lord Jesus
Christ.” Romr 13:14, Paul further says,
“Ag many of you as have been baptized
into Christ have put om Christ.” Gal
3:27.

Not only are we e¢lofthed and covered
by Christ’s righteousness, we are the
abiding place of our Saviour. Jesug Him-

© gslf invites, “Abide in Me, and I in you.”

John 15:4.

Paul gives us the seerst of the indwell-
ing Christ in Philippiana 2:5, “Lst this
mind bhe in you, which was also in Christ
Jesug.” He further reveals that the
mystery (or secret) of the whole plan of
salvation is “Christ in you, the hope of
glory.” Col, 1:27.

(Read Ihe Desire of dges, p. 173,
par. 1.) '

A new person is the result of this mar-
velous and necegsary transformation! Is
this a rare experisnee which only a few
may possess? Not af alll Listen|

(Read Ibid., p. 176, first three sen-
teness,)

Cod longs to work this transformation
for you. Will you let Him? To reject His
offer means sternal dsath!

In 1829 George Wilsgon was sentenced
to hang for murder and train robbery.
A plea for his life was made, and Presi-
dent Andrew Jackson pardomed him.
But Wilson spurned the pardon! He in-
sisted that it was no pardom if he wre-
jected it. Ths Supreme Court was called
npon to consider the unusual case. Chisf
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Justice John Marshali handed down the
following ruling: “A pardon is a paper,
the value of which depends on its acespt-
ance by the person implieated. It is
hardly to -be supposed that ome under
sentence of death would refuse to aceept

a pardon, but if it is refused, it is no
pardon. George Wilson must be hanged!”
While mercy lingers and love pleads, lst

~ Jesus pardon you now!

W
Thursday, March 18

A NEW LIFE

I7 iy said fhat when Nero was young
his conseience was so tender that when
he was ealled upon te sign the death
warrant for several men he said, “Oh, I
wish I could not write!” When eom.
mended by the senate for his tenderness
of heart, he told them fo keep their
praises until he deserved them, Yet this
onee conscisntious youth later became

the mouster who murdered his mother,

“fiddled while Rome burned,” and then
had many Christians put to death for the
conflagration, for which he blamed them.

Centuries ago another young man lis-

tened respsctfully as the aged prophet

gpoke, “The Spirit of the Lord will come
upon thee, and thou . . . shalt he turned
into another man.” 1 Sam. 10:6. The

record eontinues, “And it was so, that

. » . God gave him another heart.” Verse 9.

Abhundant proof of the fransformation
of the newly selected ruler is revealed
in the acid test whieh foilowsd. Whsn it
beeame known fhat he had bsen chogen
to be Israel’s king, “the childven of
Beligl said, How ghall this man save us?
And they despised him, and brought

him no presents.,” Verse 27, Lafer, when

.under the power of the Spirit of God,

Saul led Israel fo a great vietory, “the
people said unto Samuel, Who is he that
said, Shall Saul reign over us? Bring
the men, that we may put them to death.
And Saul gaid, There shall not a man be

put to death this day.” 1 Sam. 11112, 13.

The natural heart of sin would have
demanded vengsanee upon those who had
georned and reviled the new king, but the
new heart, eleansed and softened by the
Spirit of God, sought mo revenge, but
granted parden instead.

However, & gsubtle change came into
the lifo of the monareh. He failed to
maintain kls connection with God. He did
not seem to realize the need of frusting
God c¢omplstely or of obeying Him im-
plisitly., When a crisis camse, ke disobeyed
God, and then exeused his disobedience
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by pointing to the erisis, The rebuke
and rejection which followed his dis-
vhedience did not humble his proud spirit,
but rather confirmed it in defiance. Step
after step in further disobedience was
taken, until, at his ecommand, the proph-
ets of God were slain, At last, deserted
by the Spirit of God, whieh had given
him a mew heart, and surrounded by evil
men and demons, Saul died by his own
hand.

Why did these men, both rulers whose
lives might have heen honored of God,
descend to such depths of sin? Beeause
(1) they did not maintain their connec-
tion with the only power that could give
them victory over their wnseem enemy,
and (2) beeause they allowed Satan to
enter the ungnarded avenues to the soul

Those who have accepted Christ as
their Saviour are spoken of as “newborn
babes’” who need the “milk of the word"
50 that they may grow. (1 Peter 2:2.)
Just ag the life of the mewhorn baby is
dependent on receiving nourishment from
the mother who brought him into the

" ‘world, so the newborn Christian must

keep in touch with the Power that made
him “a new creature.”

A mnew bahy does mot mecessarily mean
a continuing new life, and a mew hirth
of spiritual experience does not guaran-
tee a eontinuing spiritual life. Both are
only the beginning of life! Both must be
nourished deily, that abundant life may
resulf. In each case the new life depends
on definite rules, the following of which
will agsure mew growth and strengfh
each day, and the neglect of which will
regult in slow starvation and death.

What are the essentials of a healthy,
vigorous Christian life? DBible study,
prayer, and serviece, Without these, Chris-

.tians beeome formal, cold and fiually
gpiritually dead. With them, Christians
become stronger and happier each day,
as they grow up info the stature of men
and women in Christ Jesus,
' . Binee we are born again, “by the word
of God” (1 Peter 1:23), and because we,
as “newborn babes” need the “milk of the
word?” for growth, (1 Peter 2:2) we, with
Job, should consider “the words of His
mouth more than my mnecessary food.”
Job 23:12.

Like the prophet of old, we should say,
“Thy words were found, and I did eat
them; and Thy word was unto me the
joy and rejoicing of mine heart.” Jer.
15:186.

“Why is it that our youth ., . . ars so
eagily led into temptafion and sin?—Tt
ig hecanse the word of God is not studied

and meditated upon as it should he,"—
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Messages fo Young People, p, 485, “It ig
no marvel that there is not more heavenly-
mindedness shown among the youth who
profess Christianity, when there is so
little attention given to the word of
God.”—Ibid., p. 427,

A premature blast almost cost the life
of the man who was setting the charge.
Tt blew off hig hands, mutilated his face,
and robbed him of his sight. He was
brokenhearted, especially because he was
not able to read his Bible. Then one day
he heard of a woman who had learned to
read by touching her lips to the raised
letters of the braille. He tried to do this,
but discovered that the explosion bhad
destroyed the mexve endings of his lips.
One day he touehed his tongue to the
page. The sense of touch remained there!
It was almost a superhuman task to
teach Dbis fongue to read, but he perse-
vered, and swcceeded. Later, he said, “I
have read the Bible through four times,
and many of its hooks over and over
again,”

Oh, that our young people had that
kind of desire to read God’s Book! We
would have an army of stalwart workers
for God,

Again and again the Word of God
oxhorts us to prayer. (Read 1 Thess.
5:17; Luke 21:36.)

Lack of time will not permit a study
on the manner of prayer or on the condi-
tions of answered prayer, but I would
direct your attention to this blessed
promise in Johm 14:13, (Read.)

(Read Steps to Christ, p. 98, par. 2;
p. 99, fop.)

Contrast that with this
(Ibid., p. 103, par. 1.)

However, Satan will prevent us from
cngaging in prayer and Bible study if he
can. (Read Messages to Young People,
p. 383, par. 3, last half; p. 272, par. 2.)

Possibly some of us, like those who
heard and aceepted the message of the
apestle Paul, need to burn some of our
books! {Acts 19:19.)

We know that Satan will use every
weapon at his command to keep us from
becoming strong Christiaps. He hates all
good and all efforts for good, We are
told it is Satan’s studied effort fo se-
cure the youth in sin. (Read Ibid., p. 454,
par. 1)

Note the assurance to fhose who are
faithful in praycr, in spite of Satan’s
efforts. (Read Messages, p. 90, par. 1.)

How important then that we be faith-
ful in our prayer life! i

The third vital factor in mainfaining
a new life in Christ iz active service. The
same Lord who says, “Como unto me,”

statement,
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alse bids us, “Co info all the world,”
Thig ig our spiritual exercize, concerning
which we are told: “Young men and
young women, I saw that God has a work
for you to do; take up your eross and
follow Christ, or you are unworthy of
Him."—Ibid., p. 206.

“The very life of the church depends
upon her faithfulness in fulfilling the
Lord’s commigsion. . . . Where there is
no active Iabor for others, love wanes,
and faith grows dim.”—Desire of Ages,
p. 825,

Young people, make these all-impozx-
tant rules of spiritual life a parf of your
daily program! They will give vou a
new life in Christ Jesug, a life of happi-
ness and peace. Don’t allow any trick of
the enemy to roh you in this respect.
The Saviour’s hand may destroy some
favorite habit that has been robbing yon
of spiritual lfe, hut He does it to save
your life.

A painter, working high up in a great
cathedral, stepped back to survey his
work. 8o intent was he on the task in
hand that he forgot whore he wag, and
stepped back again to better view the
beauntiful sceme. One more step would
take him over the edge of the seaifold,
and send him plunging down to his
death! A fellow worker, coming up the
ladder at the moment, took in the situa-
tion at a glande. Beizing a brush, he
hurled it against the painting. Angrily,

the artist sprang forward to save his

work. Ldter, he realized that his friend’s
move had saved his life.

Young people, Jesus may have fo alter
your life habits to save you for eternity.
Won’t you let Him do it? ANl soul-
destroying pleasures will have to be set
aside, but remember, “no good thing’ will
He withhold from you, ’

e oW
Friday, March 19

A NEW SONG

DriveEN from his home by a debauched
and ungodly father, an unhappy hoy
found as his companions the denizens of
the underworld. He knew nothing of
God, for he had heard that holy name
only in vile oaths. Small wonder that
hefore he reached manhood he wasg sen-
tenced to.the penitentiary for a foul
erime, There he became known as a des-
perate character, constantly forming
plapg to destroy the prisom, and escape.
In an cvil hour he made a murderous
assault on a guard, and as a result was
senfenced to solitary confinement. There
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ke seemed to become demon possessed,
cursing God and hating man. As a eli-
max to hig hoestile life, tuberculesis fas-
tened itself upon him, and the grim
reaper drew mear.

One day a Christian woman came to
the prison. Though weakened by disease
and debauched by sin, he seemed to see
in her a resemblance of his mother,
whom he remembered and loved. The
words of tlis Christian worker com-
forted him, She told him of the Son of
God, who even yet conld reach down and
save him. She knelt down in the cell and
prayed for him, asking God to convert
him,

The Holy Spirit touched his heart.
Conviction of sin was followed swiftly
by repentance. He began a new life. His
hear{ became ag tender as that of a
ehild. All were amazed at the transform-
ation, Hardened criminals stood by his
bed and wept as he told how a man eould
climb up from the depths through faith
in God. He died trivmphant, a witness
to the saving power of a merciful Sav-
iour.

This man understood what David
aneant when he sang, “T waited patiently
for the Lord; and He inclined unto me,
and heard my ery. He brought me up
also out of an horrible pit, out of the
miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock,
and established my goings. And He hath
put a new song in my moutl, even praise
unto our God.” Ps, 40:1-3,

God is so good to us! As we walk in
the new way that leads to a new world,
following a new Master, makiug new de-
cisions, receiving new and clearer vision,
being made into new ereatures, and
thrilling to the power of a mew life, our
toving Father places a new song upen
our lips—a song of gladness, praize, and
vietory,

One of the high lights of academic and
colloge life is the Friday evening vesper
gerviee, at which time thought-provoking
talks are followed by opporiunities for
persoiial  testimony and  eonseeration,
Many a happy Christian ean {raee the
beginning of bis walk with God to the
power of these simple, never-to-be-for-
gotten services.

Tonight is Friday night, and T am
going to bring the blessing and oppor-
iunity of speaking for the Master to
avery congregation, great or small, where
the plan for thiz Missionary Volunteer
Weck of Prayer is followed. 1 earnestly
invite you, young man, and you, young
woman, and you, boys and girlg, to speak
a word of surrender and eonseeration
tonight! .
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Why should you speak? Listen, while
I tell you of the marvelows power of
words.

““Words cuan make the tears flow; they
ean wroneh a staid personality from its
moorings, incite it to lofty cndeaver and
noble deeds, or lead it to a lynching
party and ignominy. Words can make
men lend a helping hand direetly or
through the medivm of their contributed
dollars, or can place bayomets in their
gragp with which te vieiously rip open
the intestines of those same persons to
whom they previeusly lemt a friendly
hand. Words . . . can destroy the sweet-
est £aith of pure love, oy they can build
tho highest type of human trust and con-
fidence out of originally easual aequaint-
anceship. Words can seulpiure a beauti-
ful manhood or womanhood out of a
helpless bit of animate flesh, or they may
render it bestial and c¢ruel, They may
build a small company into a billion del-
lar industry, or drive a greaf corpora-
tion into bankruptey.”—DR. GEORGE W.
CRANE in Psychology Applied, pp. 34, 35.

What power lios in words! How im-
poriant, then, that we read, listen to,
and speak only those words that will
build for eternity, and shun those that
demoralize and destroy!

Why should you speak for God? For
your own sake!

“Words are more than an indieation
of charaeter; thoy have power to reaect
on the character, Men are influenced by
thetr own words, Often under a tomen-
tary impulse, prompted by Satan, they
give utterance to jealonsy or evil sur-
mising, expresging that which they do
not really believe; but the expression ro-
acts on the thoughts. They are deceived
by their words, and eome to believe that
true which was spoken at Satan’s insti-
gation.”—=The Desire of Ages, p. 383,

On the other hand, we are told that
“nothing fends more to promote health
of body and of soul than does a gpirit of
gratitute and praise. . . . It is a law of
nature that our thoughts and feelings
are encouraged and strengthened as we
give them wtterance. . . . Tf we would
give more expression to our faith, re-
joice more in the blessings that we knowy
we have,—the great merey and love of
God,—we shonld have more faith and
greater joy. ... Then let us educate our
hearts and lips to speak the praise of
God for His matehless love.”—MWinisiry
of Healing, pp. 251-253.

Our spokon words of thanksgiving,
trust, surrender, and love will help to
make us stronger Christians.
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Why should you speak for God? For
the sake of others!

Ruth and her friond bhad planned to
attend the bell ringer’s concert. It was
with some misgivings that Ruth had de-
eided to go, for the concert came on
prayer-mecting night, and ordinarily
Ruth was In her place at prayer meeting.
However, she decided that she would
miss prayer meeting thii time.

In a dream on Tuesday night, Ruth
locked into the face of an amgel who
gtood beside her bed, 8he heard the gues-
tion, “Do yon place such little value on
a single sowl¥’ Deeply impressed that
she should attend the prayer service,
Ruth ealled lor friend and eanceled the
appointment. That night she was in her
aseustomed place.

When opportunity to speak was given,
Ruth was among those who stood. In a
ringing testimony she told how happy
she was to be at prayer meeting instead
of at the conecert.

When opportunity was given for per-
sonal surrender, a little old lady in black
gave her heart to Jesus, At the close of
the servies she asked to speak to Ruth,
Earnestly she gaid, “I have not been to
church for years, I eame beeause I had
some time to spare before train time.
When I heard you say that you would
rather be hers than at the concert, I
decided that I had been missing some-
thing worth while, I gave my heart to
God beeause of your testimony.”

Ruth was thrilled! Later she had eause
for even greater thankfulness. SBhe lived
near the railroad. In the middle of the
nigh{ she and her family were awakened
by a crash, There had been a wreck!
Hurrying ont with her father, she moved

. from form to form. At last her lantern

light shown down on the face of a little,
old lady. She ltad been fatally imjured,
burt she smiled as ghe recognized Buth,

“0h, it was my last chaneel What if T
had not gone? Wkat if you had not becn
there to speak$”

Young people, somo friend or ae-
quaintance may be helped to a new life
by the joyful sound of a new song which
comesg from your lps! Even though the
words be halting and stammering, if
they express love for Jesus, and surren-
der to Him, either anew ox for the first
time, they will be sounds of sweetest
music to the Baviour’s ears!

Do you love Jesus? IHave you given
your heart and life to Flim in surrender?
It not, will you do so now? Are you de-
termined to be faitkful to the end? Do
you feel that you meed the prayers of
others that God will help you in thig?
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Then, won’t you stand and speak for
Him fonighty Who will be firsty

-
Sabbath, March 20

NEW POWER

“TUcKED away in a Secottish highland
valley—so the story goes—stands a fa-
mous shooting lodge, which was owned
a generation agoe by a woman who de-
Hghted to gather around her, friends
prominent in art and Lterature. One day
a. guest, carelessty pressing hard om a
giphon containing acid, squirted the fluid
all over part of a beautiful wall, entirely
ruining it, The hostess graciously #ried
to hide the dismay she felt, for the panel
was of rave and historie beauty, and she
valued it highly. One of the guests who
had witnessed the accident, quietly re-
mainéd behind while the rest of the
party went picnicking.

“Left alone, he af once gset to work.
Hour after hour he patiently and ecare-
fally labored. At length the party re-
turned. The hostess, thinking sadly of
her rxuined wall, was about to eross the
threshold into the room, when, Iooking
up, she suddenly stopped in sheer amaze-

.ment, Faeing her, where the marred ruin -

had once been, was a pieture of match-
less beauty, which like she had never
seen. Tall stately forest trees, deep-bhue
gkies, fleeey clouds, leng green grasses
gshimmering in the summer breeze, purl-
ing brooks and wild flowers, fangled
ghrub and vines, svere there, and step-
ping boldly forth from oub the forest
glades, stood a magnificent stag,

“It was Landseer, the artist. His mas-
ter touch had entirely transformed the
disfigured and ruined wall. His labor of
love had made it into a thing of rare
beauty.”—Youth's Instructor.

So it is when the regenerating power
of God’s love touches lves whose beaunty
has been marred by sin. That power
awaits our consent before it can operate.
God’s great love for us makes it avail-
able, ‘

Read Jer. 81:3; Isa. 1:18.

That love will reach to the depths.

It calls to the wanderer who has once
known the Saviour. In Jeremiah 18:1-4
we are told how the vessel of clay was
“marred in the hand of the potter,” In-
stead of casting the ¥nined lump of clay
to ome side, the potter “made it again.”

We ave the vessels of clay, for God
says, “As the clay is in the potter’s kand,
so are ye in Mine hand.” Verse 6.

Young people, these marvelous provi-
" sioms of walvation are for s, net only for
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those who lived centuries ago, nor alone
for those who have mever known the Sav-
tcur! To us comes the assurance of power
to save.

“You havoe confegsed your sins, and in
heart put them away. You have resolved
to give yourself to God. Now go to Him,
and ask that He will wash away all your
ging, and give you a new heart. Then be-
heve that e does this because He has
promised. . . .,

“You cannot atone for your past sins,
you canmot change your heart, and make
yourselt holy. But God promises to do
all this for you through Christ. You be-
lieve that promige. You confess your
sing, and give yourself to God. You will
to serve Him. Just as surely as you do

. this, God will fulfll His word te you.

If you believe the premise,—believe that
you are forgiven and cleansed,—God
supplies the faet; you are made whole,
Just as Christ gave the paralytic power
te walk shen the man believed that he
was healed. Tt iz so if you believe it."-—-
Steps to Chrwst, pp. 53-55.

What if you fall after you have given
vour heart to God$ Listen to God’s plam!
(Read 1 John 2:1.)

God does not here sancetion known sin,
but He makes provision for us if we
stumble. (Read Mieah 7:8.) -

“We ghall often have to bow down and
weep at the feet of Jesus beeause of our
shor-comings and mistakes; but we are
not to be discouraged. Even if we are
overcome by the enemy, we are net east
off, not forsaken and rejeeted of God.
No; Christ is at the right hand of God,
who also maketh intercession for us.—
Ibid., p. 69.

Just as babes learning to walk are
Hfted when they fall, sc a loving Saviour
Hifts us, and bids us to continme in our
walk with Him.

Must we always fally No! God has
made it plain that He “is able to keep”
us from falling. (Jude 24.) Note that
the same One who promises to give us a
new heart (Eze. 36:25-27) promises to
rvemain with us, (Read Tsa. 41:10; Heb,
13:5.)

More than that, Xe promises to give
ns vietory in the eonflict with sin
“Thanks be to God, whieh giveth us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
1 Cor, 15:57.

“When they humbly entreat the
mighty Conquercr for help, the weakest
believers in the truth, relying firmly upon
Christ, can guecessfully repulse Satan
and all his host.”—Messages to Young
People, p. 51, When Jesus comes into the
heart, e brings power for vietory.
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A lumbering, awkward steamer plied
from London to Plymouth. Every time it
entered the doek it injured either itself
or the dock. One day when it came in
the bystanders were walting to see what
damage would be done, but, to their sur-
prise, it sailed in easily without a miis-
hap, Someone shouted, “Well, old Bust-
Bm-TUp, what’s the matter now®”
Quickly the reply came, “Same old ship,
guv’'nor, but we have 2z new skipper
aboaxd.”

8o it is with the one who takes Christ
into the heart. When Jesus comes into
the heart, e brings power to scrve.

The last words of Jesus to His follow-
ers—including you, young people—were,
XAl power is given unto Me. .. . Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations . . . :
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world.” Matt. 28:18-20.

The fullness of power is promised to
us as we heed the Master’s command.
(Read Luke 10:19; Aects 1:8,)

Power for serviee awaits our demand
and our reception, young people! If you
will set aside every known sin, dedicate
your talents to the Master’s use as you
surrender yourself wnreservedly to Him,
He will vse yor with power!

Oh, yes, I know! You have given out
literature, and gone out with the Sun-
shine Band, but—nothing happened!
Why? Look down deep into your hearts.
Is every gn put away? the power wil
come when the Spirit is pourcd out, and
the Spirit will be poured out when you
give up every known sin, Then God can,
and will bless your efforts.

During the war between Russia and
Finland a group of seven Russian pris-
oners, sentenced to be shot the next
morning, were placed in a prison cell,
Outside, the Finland guards paced back
and forth, An intense hatred bebween the
twe groups was manifested. The guards
taunted the men with the fate that
awainted them., The prisoners cursed the
guards, and beat the bars with their fists.
One prisoner sat unmoved. Suddenly he
began to sing a gospel song. All looked
at him in amazement, He must have lost
his mind under the strain! They listened
silently mmtil the man had finished the
song. .

“What’s the matter, Kogkenin$” one
of the prigomers demanded, “Have you
lost your mind$”?

“No!” he man replied. “I know how

. you feel T felt that way, too. Last night
I couldn’t sleep. I was restless umntil T
knelt down and gave my heart to God.
Thig song is God’s answer to my prayer.”

“I wigsh I ecould have an experience
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like that!” the other said, Then drepping
to his knees, he added, “Pray for me!”

Both men knelt, and the prisoner who
hiad found Christ poured eut his soul in
& simple prayer to God. Ag he prayed,
the chill harrier of hatred between the
groups wag swept away by the love of
God, revealed im the conversion of lost
men,

One after another the prisoners, reared
in an atmosgphero of atheism and unbe-
lief, surrendered to the tender appeal of
the 8pirit of God as the unlettered pris-
oner brought man after man to the foot
of the c¢ross. By two o’elock in the morn-
ing all had made the surrender.

“Now let’'s alt sing the soung!” one
suggested. The prison walls resounded
as they sang from the depths of hearts
that God had touched.

“Oh, they gave their hearts to God be-
casse they. were cowards!”” someone
might say. “They eouldn’t bear the
thought of death”

Wait until we finish the story before
you draw that coneclusion!

At dawn the men were marched out to
face the firing squad, even though the
Finnish officer who wiinessed what had
happened (and who wrote the story
later) wished that it were possible for
him to save them.

Before they wore exeeuted the men
made itwo requests. One was that they
should not be blindfolded—not a request
from cowards—and the other that they
be allowed to sing their song once more.
Both requests were granted.

Bofore the waiting gung, the seven
men stood fearlessly, raiscd their hands
to heaven, and sang:

“Safe In the arms ef Jfesus,
Safe on Hlg gentle breast—

HMere hy Hig love o'ershaded
Sweetly my soul doth rest.””

As the last notes of the song died
away, the waiting guns spoke, and the
men died—died with hope in God he-
eauge of the faithful witnessing of an
unlearned Russian whe had found his
Lord.

The greatest thrills in the world are
found in salvation through Christ, and
in active service in Ilis nams. Voung
people all over the world are enjoying
thogo thrills, Won’t you join them?
Won't you give your heart unreservedly
to Jesus—make an unconditional surren-
‘der? Then wom’t you go out in His name
to carry the good news of salvation to
others$ .

May God bless you, young people, as
you make your way toward that better
land of which God said, “Behold, T make
all things new”
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Lesson I
Monday, March 15

HE LOVES ME

HoLmAY spirit .was in the air. Every-
one who passed that busy corner seemed
to be trying his level best to get to his
destination just a little faster, Two
things were in the mind of most of thoge
who passed, One was the purchase of
that last gift they had failed to secure,
and the other wag to get to the warmth
of tho fires in their own homes just as
guickly as possiblo. Snowflakes, in con-
trast to the hurrying, bustling throng,
settled slowly and beautifully to rest on
the ground already covered with a blan-
ket of white, adding their bil to the
spirit of Christmas.

S¢ bent on their own problems were
those who passed that hardly anyone
noticed the inadequately clothed boy of
fourteen who stood on the corner with
his armload of unsold newspapers. He
had long since given up crying, “Extra,
Extra, Extra,” Now he was just standing
and watehing the busy throng,

From up the street came a man who,
because of a ecombination of eireum-
stances, found himself having’ to remain
in this great city while his family cele-
brated Christmas at home without him,
Slowly walking toward the silent nows-
boy, he noticed that the lad was having
no suecesg in selling his papers. He
walked on to where the boy stood, eold
and still, and he purchased a paper. As
the boy offered the man the change dus
him, the man questioned, “Son, if you
contd have what you wanted for Christ-
mag, what would you choose?” The hoy
looked out from beneath the cap he had

‘pulled low to keep hig ears warm, and re-

plied, “Somebody to love me, sir.”

This boy’s cxpressed wish for Christ-
mag ¢ the wigh that all of you would
make if you had no parvents or relatives
to love you. There is a warm sonse of he-
longing when you know that someone
loves you. Probably the most mnotable
thing about the imstitulion called home
ig the love that radiates from its five-
gide. The one thing that is common to
all your homes ig that your fathers and

mothers love you children. I am sure it
is a great source of comfort and security
to yom to kmow that, no matter what
happens, father and mother will eontinue
to love you.

.The love your fathers and mothers
huve for you is shewn in many ways.
The work that father does to provide
you with food, elothing, and schooling,
docs not seem too hard for him, beeause
he is doing it for you and he loves you.
The many footsteps taken by mother
cach day in the preparation of meals,
and the many tagks her busy hands per-
form do not seem go tiresome or hard, be-
cause ghe loves you, So when we love
others we do mot notice the work and
gacrifice involved. The labor for love be-
comes a pleagure, Love ig the force that
urges people to do things for others.

There is someone Who loves you even
more than your father or. mother. Can
you tell me who it is that has such love?
Yes, £ can just hear some of you saying,
“Y know! God loves us more than father
and mother.” I'would have to agres with
you. But I am thinking of someone else
who loves you more than your father or
mother. Yes, you are right. God’s Son
loves you in just that way. If you re-
member noething more, always remember
that Jesus loves you.

It ig important that alt boys and girls
know that their parents love them. It ig
more important for you to know for cer-
tain that Jesus knows you each one and
hag a place for each of you in His great
heart of love. When He knows you, that
makes it personal. It may seem strange
to some of you that Jesus knows all
about you and still He loves you, but
that iy the ease. How do I know? Jesus
says so. Listen to John 15:9, “Ag the
Pather hath loved Me, so have I Ioved
you.”

Do you think God loved His Son
Jeguz? My Bible tells me that God is
love, God loved Jesus and He loveg us.
And Jesus tells you that just as the Fa-
ther loved Iim, go IHe loved you. Just
as if you were the only child, Jegus loves
you. That makes Hig love for you very
personal, He loves wow ax an individual.

Tt makes no difference what the color of -
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your hair happens to be, or your eyes.
He loves you no matter what your family
background and financial circumstances
happen to be. Jesus loves you in spite

* of the things you may have been doing.

He loves you, because you are you. Lis-
ten again: “As the Father hath loved
Me, so have I loved you.” I am not say-
ing that Jesus loves your mistakes. But
He does love you in spiie of those mis-
takes.

Now, then, when you love someone

- wery much, there are certain things you

4

desire for them, For one thing, you want
them to be happy. Think back, Is it any
trouble to you to fry to make those you
love happy¥? Of course, it isn’t! The same
is true of Jesus. Not only does He love
you, but He wants you to be happy. In
fact, the purpose in all His teaching was

. 40 make you happy. I read in John

15:11, “These things have T spoken unto
you, that My joy wight remain in you,
and that your joy might be full”

Yes, Jesus was happy, even though Ie
knew He was to die for you, He had
learned to knew what real happiness was,
His joy was so rich and wonderful, e
felt that it was full. And, therefore, Ile
wants te give you His joy so thai your
joy wilt be full too. It iz only fair to
tell you that Satan has tried to make a
counierfeit of true happiness. It is with
this lure that he fishes for the souls of

- boys and girls like you. Satan dees not

love you, In fact, he is doing all he can
to dostroy the love of Jesus im your
hearts, But Jesus loves every one of you.
He offers real happiness instead of fhe
counterfeit, for the purpose of making
you happy and joyful,

(8ing: Chorus, “My Cup Is Rumning
Over With Joy,” No. 24, in Singspira-
tion, Number Two.)

Jesus not only loves every ome of you
but also is anxious to bring you all the
things that will be best for yon. That
may seem a bit complicated. It is true,

_ nevertheless, What is it that you want

more than anything else? T suppose there
ig no way of accounting for the wishes
of some people. However, we read in the
last part of the verse in John 15:7: “Ye

-ghall ask what ye will, and it shall be

done unto you.” Naturally you are won-
dering just how that could be? The ex-
planationig in the eleven words just pre-
ceding the words I have quoted: “If ye
abide in Me, snd My words abide in
you.” With that solution, what locked
like a direct confradiction becomes &
beautiful truth. “If ye abide in Me, and
My words abide in you, ye shall ask what
ye will, and it shall be done unto you”
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If you follow Jesus and give your
heart to Ilm, and study Iis words to
know IHim better, them the things that
you ask for will be in harmony with His
great plan, and according to Hiz prom-
ise ‘it shall be done unto you.”

Babies have a habit of wanting to
bandle the things they see. Loving pat-
ents try t¢ pleage them by letting them
have many of the things they reach for.
When the baby sees its father using a
razor, and reaches for-the bright shining
blade, it would be too bad if father gave
the baby what if wanted. You folk know,
and father knows, that razor blades are
not fit playthings for babies. So father
says No, The same is true of our heav-
enly Father, Some things that we might
want would not be best for us. But if
we abide in Him, we will not be agking
for the counterfeits that Satan uses to get
boys and girls to go his way. We will
want the good things that a loying Jesus
will provide for us because He loves us.

ve M

Z Lesson 1T
Tuesday, March 16

HE GAVE HIMSELF FOR ME

FAYE you ever been on a delightful trip
and wished it would never end? When
we arc delighted with something, it is
natural for us te wish it would continue.
Your parenty do. overything in their
power to make your happiness continue.
They send you to school to help you to be
happier all through your life. They take
you to church to help you to have a
Christian experience that will make you
happier all throngh this lfe and in the
Life to come.

Jesus, looking abead in the pages of
history, saw you and loved you, and, like
your parents, He wanted to do something
that would make your happiness perma-
nent, His love for you included provigion
not only for your happiness now but for
your happiness in the future. So, to-
gether with the Father, Jesus sat in
council. He saw that men and women
and boys and girls would have fo die,
because Adam would sin, and since all
the other people were children of Adam,
they too would be subject to death by in-
heritance. This grieved Jesus very much,
He loved you. He did not wish to see you
die. But the law of the Father would be
hroken. The wages of sin ig death. When
the Father’s law had been broken, the
wages just had to be paid.

8o, because Jesus. loved you, He
planned it with the Father to leave the
lieavenly conrts and take on simful flesh
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just like ours, Ee would be subject to
all the temptations that you face. He
would have the same wants and desives
that you have. And then He would be
killed by some of the very people He had
come to help. If He could be tempted in
all points as you are and still not sin,
then His death would be for your sake.

You would not have o look forward to -

eternal death. Jesus did Just that. He
took on Himself sinful flesh and was
tempted in every way just as you are.
He lived a perfect life and ihen was cru-
cified. The awful story of Hiz sacrifice
ig one you have often heard. He made
thai sacrifice for you and for me because .
He loved us, This was the way He could
provide eternal Iife for us. Tle wanted
our joy to be permanent.

A good while ago when Russia was a
nation of serfs and noblemen, a certain
rich man set out by sled for a distant
outpost in the wilderness of Northern
Ruggia, With him were his wife and little
daughter and a faithful serf, The
weather was bitterly cold, and the dis-
tance was great, A team of horses was
hitched to the sled, and a team of strong
horses wag tied to the back of the sled.
The drive was to be s¢ long, they took
the spare team to relieve the pulling
team before the trip ended.

It was bhitterly cold, and the road
wound its way across large uninhabited
areas, through forests, and across lakes.
They never came in gight of another
human being, As the sun was beginning
to reach toward the western horizen, the
nobleman and serf both at once heard the
digtant yelps of a wolf pack coming to-
ward them. The sounds grew louder as
the hungry beasts smelled food, In just
a litéle while the pack came into sight.
They were making fast time, coming as
hard as they could run toward the sled
and its occupants. Just as the lead wolf
came close to the heels of the frightened
horses at the rear of the sled, the serf
turned, and with careful aim, fired at the
leader, The rushing pack of wolves be-
hind the leader tumbled over the leader
who had died instantly from the shot.
Hunger ‘makes cruel beasts even more
cruel. That pack of wolves stopped leng
enough to eat the great wolf who had
just a few moments hefore been their
leadst, Snapping and snarling, they fin-
ighed the last morsel of meat on thoge
bones, and lifted their noses again for
the scemt that told them there was more
food to be had,

Five more times that ravenous ‘pack
of wolves overtock the sled, each time
stopping to eal thelr leader shot dowm
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by the deadly marksmanship of the serf
who was driving, ‘With his last bullet
gone, and gensing the need for gtill more
speed, he stopped the horses, and gquickly
replaced the tired horses with the two
that had been tied to the back of the sled.
He had not driven far when in the gray
light of approaching duslk he could see
the large mass of forms bobbing up and
down as they eame once more toward the
gled.. When they had almost reached the
gled, the serf reached down and cut one
of the tired horses loose. In no time at
all the hungry demong had pulle@ the
poor horse down to a fate similar to that
of the gix wolves that had furnished
them food just prier to this, Tt seemed
a bit longer this time before the wolves
came on them. The serf was driving as
fagt ag the horses could run hoping tfo
reach the outpest hefore it was too late.
Once more the serf turned and eut tho
remaining tired horse loose from the
back of the sled.

Just as the lights of the houses in that
outpost came ingo view in the distance,
the pack was on them again., As they
drew close to the sled, that faithful scrf
placed the lines im the hand of the pusz-
zled mnobleman, and, waving good-hy,
jumped into the midst of that pack of
hungry wolves, The nebleman with his
little family just had time {o reach the
protection of the people at the ouwtpost,

The next summer, when the smow had
melted and the flowers of the fleld had
replaced winter’s barren emptiness, the
nobleman made that same trip again
with his family. As they meared the out-
post thal had meant safety to them dur-
ing the previous winter, they stopped
their horses and woent over to a monu-
ment the nobloman had had erceted. His
wife stooped low to vead the words in-
seribed at the base of the  monument,
“Greater love hath no man than this, that
a man lay dewn his life for his friends.”

Thoge words were mnot original with
the nobleman. Many years previous to
this, Jesus had said, “Greater love hath
ne man than this, that a man lay down
his life for his friends” John 15:18.
Jesus gaid those words, knowing that He
wag going to lay down His life for you.
We are told by Mrs. E. ¢G. White that if
you had been the only ome who had
sinned, Jesus would have gone right
ghead and laid down His life just for
you. The omnly thing in the world that
would prompt such saerifice iy the love
Jesus has for you,

You are important to Jesus. Important
enough for Him to give Fis life for yon.
Listen, fxiend, is He important to you?
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Lesson IIT
Wednesday, March 17

HE CHOSE ME

Migg JENSEN had selected two boys fo
act ag eaptaims of the two sides wlho
would play the game for that par-
ticular récess. Omnee outside, a whistle
quieted the laughing, shouting boys and
girls long enough to do the choosing. As
the fwo captains took their places, the
one who was to hawve first choice quickly
pointed fo George, who was known to be
a very fast rumnmer, and said, “I choose
you‘ﬂ

There is magic in those words. The
captain felt the need of George. And
when those words were spoken, a won-
derful feeling of fellowship immediately
came unconsciously to George and the
captain. George knew that he was
wanted. He knew that he. was needed.
George knew that he could help in win-
ning that game. So he wanted to do his
best for the school friend who had
“ghosen” him, -

Bach of you here this morning has
been chogsen for an even greater contest.
The game has been going on for a long
while. Our parents speak of it as the
great controversy between Christ and
Satan. They are the two captaing. The
siraggle has been long and fierce. These
two and their followers, both men and
angels, have had a struggle over every
boy and girl, This struggle grows more
ficree as  boy or girl becomes a Junior,
It is for that reason thal you should
know the nature of the two eaptains, and
what they stand for. You must decide
which omc you will accept for a eaptain.

The simple faect is that Jesus is a eap-
tain and He has chosen you. Satan eomes
and tries to be a captain and says to you,
“No, I am your eaptain, Follow me and
I will show you a good time” And the
invitation you aceept will determine
which side you will be on. I am gsure
Jesus has seem the year 1948 and you
boys and girls when He said in John
15:18, “Ye have not chosen Me, but I
have chesen you, . .., that whatsoever ye
shall ask of the Father in My name, He
may give it youw”

In one breath HMe tells you that you,
and you, and you are Juniors of His
ehoice, and for what purpose? Why, to
make it possible that whatsoever ye shall
ask of the Pather in His name, He will
give it to you. The interesting thing iz
that Jesus chose you first. He did nol
wait for you-to choose Him. He says
specifically, “Ye have not chosen Me, but
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I have ehogon you,” In other words, you
are important to IHim. He wants you
cach one on Ilis side, Ie needs every one
of you on Hig side,

Contragted with Jesug’ declaration of -

His choosing you, is the choosing of
Satan. There is no trace of personal lovo
in the suggestions coming from Salan.
There is no gift of his own life as there
has been on the part of Jesus. Jesus said
He loved you, and then Ie backed up
His statement by iy death on the cross,
proving that Fle loved you. All Satan de-
gireg is fo destroy your love for Jesua.
He uges temptations such as worldly
pleasure, money, self-satisgfaction, elothes,
and appetite to lure you away from the
frue joys that Jesug has in mind for
each of you, Om the other hand, Jesus
wants you for a particular purpose. You
with your talents, your weaknesses, and
your strength, have a place in Jesus’
great plan that only you can fill. It is
for that very position that Jesus says,
“I have chosen you.” Jesus has a world
of people to win to Mimself, He loves
mankind everywhere, He will save any-
one in all the world from hig sin, if he
will only hear His voice as He says, “I
have chagen you.”

It would seem, thercfore, that one of
the chief purposes of Jesus’ chooging you
iz that you might help Him in the work
of winning others fo His side in this
great game of life. According to the
Spirit of prophecy, there is an exact
place that enly you can fill, Jesus wants
you to represent Iim while here on this
earth. Toe represent Flim, you must know
Him, That was why the great apostle
Paul said, “T count all things but loss
for . . . the knowledge of Christ Jesus
my Lord.”

During the last great war it became
neeessary, for reagons of security, to
keep the movements of a certain great
general elothed in seerecy. To do this,
a man had to be found who wonld look
like this general, and aet like this gen-
eral, so that men everywhere would think
it aetually was the general. To prepare
for thig serviee, the man who was se-
leeted gtudied every movement of tho
general he was to act like. He learned
to write as the general did. He learned
to comb his hair exaetly as the general
did. He studied the general’s habits of
rotiring at night and rising in the morn-
ing. He studied his attitudes toward
friends and strangers, and all his habits
in all his daily living. Then in the gen-
eral’s ear he would travel to this place
and that place, or perhaps, taking the
general’s place, would land in a faraway
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country, so that cmemy spies informed
their governments that the general was
in many different places in the world,
when aetually he was not away from his
- troops.

The reprcsentation of Jesus that we
should be to these who live about us
ghould be just as complete. Wc need to
study Him, We mugt kaiow his teachings,
His way of living, Then we must live as
His representatives. That is the big thing
~ He wants you to do. Surely Jesus’ rep-
resentatives will talk as He talked.
There is no room for the silly, meaning-
less talk that characterizes some of the
speech of young people today. Certainly
it is an important position that Jesus has
in mind for you as He chooses you.

He chooses you for more than just
being His representative here on earth.
- He chooses you also to come and live
with Him in the earth made new. The
glories of the mew earth are beyond de-
seription. (Read 1 Corinthians 2:9.}

Think about the most interesting or
beantiful place you have ever seen or
heard of. Yet, aeeording to the Bible,
your home in heaven is more interesfing
and far more beautiful than all that.

(Song: “My Home Is in Heaven.”}

Yes, Jesug had you in mind as the plan
for the choosing of boys and girls was
made and earried out. He chose you, then
straightway gave Hig life for you per-
- sonally. Once again, today, Iis message
eomes to you, saying, “I have chogen
vou!”* In that seleetion Jesug knew you.
He knew your limitations and your abili-
" ties, He knew your raeial background
and charaecteristics. 8till He wanted you.
All that you lack in ability He will sup-
ply. All that you lack in power to live
vietorionsly He will give abundantly.

Just he sure to remember that He
chooses you.

woow

Lesson IV

Thursday, Marels 18

I CHOOSE JESUS

You should have three faets in mind
a3 a result of our studying fogether.
First, and very important, is the fact
that Jesus loves you. Beeause He loves
you each dne, He gave Idis life so that
you eould lve, Then, long ago He chose
vou. This expressed love of Jesus surely
calls for some sort of response from you.

Today let us stop and think about
that respomse. Though it is true that
Jesus has chogsen you, you do not have
to aeeept Hig choice. In fact, there are
some Juniors who do not want to he on
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Jesus’ side. Then there arve some others
who hesitate and think they will not re-
fusc to have Jesus for their captain, but
they will not aecept His choice either.
But there are so many who choose Jesus
that there must he some good reason.

It may seem surprising to think that
yor must accept the choosing of Jesus
to complete this wonderful love of His,
But in every choosing the one chosen
may refuse to be chosen by the leader.
Thus far in our studying together we
have established the faet that Jesus has
ehosen you. The great question now is:
Are you going to aeeept or rejeet this
choice of His? In faect, each new day you
must deeide on aceepting Jesus, His love,
His happiness, Hig saerifice, and His re-
wards, or some other leader’s tempting
offer.

It is a fact that mo one im his right
mind deliberately chooses a course of
aetiom that will bring him sorrow and
failure, If there iz any way possible to
avoid these things, everyone attempts to
do so. As you study the face of Jesus,
your desire to have Him in your life be-
comes a decision for Iim., Thoge words
of the chores, “Twn your eyes upem
Jesug, look full in His wonderful face;
and the things of earth will grow
strangely dim in the light of His glory
and graes,” have real meaning for every
one of you. If you just leok at Jesus,
and read of Him in Hig Word, there is

only one deecigion you ean make. I want.

Him, teo, so I will choose Him.

There is an element of exelusion ahout
this chooging of Jesus. When we choose
IIim ag our eaptain, the eyele is com-
plete, and any ether leader is eliminated.
When you take a glass and fill it with
every bit of water it will hold, there is
no opportunity to put anything else in
that glass. If you give your allegianee
to Jesus, mo other leader ean share
those loyalties. In choosing, you choose
one, and automatically exelude all others.
Wo man ean serve two magters.

Another faetor in helping you c¢hoose
Jesus is your sense of need. You do not
have to go very far down life’s pathway
until you realize that you need more
strength than you have of your own.
So Josus® personal magnetism draws us
to Him. [Tis sacrifiee on our behalf makes
ne want M™im. His ability to know and
satisfy omr needs makes us long for His
nregenee. All of your life’s experience
makes you want to say, ITe has chosen
me, therefore, I choose Tiim.

There is a little more to completing
the fulfillment of Jesus” love for ug than

'
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just that., First of all, we need to under-

~stand all that is invelved in choosing
Jesus, It is ome thing to say, “I choose
Ilim,” and it is quite another really to
choose Him in every way. Really choos-
ing Jesus for your leader in the whole of
life involves eonfession of your mistakes
and repentance for them. That is neither
complieated nor diffieult. Jegus has given
you o gense of right and wromg, Aleng
with this, the teachings of His Word
will guide you further in knowing what
is right. When you plaee your life along-
side the plan Jesus has for you, you will,
first of all, feel like many of the rest of
us. A wave of hopelessness will come over
you, But Jesus says for your comfort
and mine: If a man is faithful and just
to confess his sins, T will be faithful
and just to forgive his sins. You just
cannot help hut be sorry for the mistakes
if you look at them. Them following re-
peutance, confess those miskakes, and
Jegus forgives them.

Chooging Him alge includes earmest
petition to Him for the strength to over-
come and live according to His great plan,
Having once made the selection of Jesus
ag your eaptain, the matter is not settled
onee and for all. SBatan continuves to try
to get your allegiance. It is necessary to
keep the eommunieation lines open,
speaking often to Jesus, and lisfening
for His answer. Te will help in each dif-
fieulty as it comes, and give you strength
to overcome each temptation as it is
shown to you.

You must aceept by faith the salva-
tion that eame to you as a result of
Jesug’ having died for you. Instead of
deing as you please, surrender yourself
to Jesus, and ask His direetion. Perhaps
the best single word for this choosing of
Jesus is surrender. Literally, the steering
wheel of your life is turned over to
Jesws, From that time forward His
promises will be yours just as long as
you yield Him contrel.

In certain areas of the ecean, partie-
ularly in and arcund the harbors, a spe-
cial pilot must be taken aboard a vigit-
ing ship to aveid running the ship
aground. The speeial pilots know where
the rocks are bemeath the surface of the
water., These they seek to avoid. The
pilot, unaequainted with that area of the
ocean, could never safely eonduet a hoat
into its dock. Josus is the -pilot who
knows the Iurking dangers beneath the

_surface of life’s affairs. He will, if we

allow Him to do so, eome aboard and
take the eomtrols of life and safely steer
you into the harbor. It means yielding
the controls to Jesus, however. There
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can be no division of control. Either
Jesus becomes the Master pilot, or He
does not serve at all,

During the great war the retreating
enemy often left mine flelds systemati-
cally laid and carefully concealed. No
advance whatever was safe until the
men Wwith mine detectors had gome ahead
and cleared a safe path for the advane-
ing group. The boundaries of thiz safe
path were clearly marked, and warnings
posted. In spite of the warnings and the
markers, many were wounded and some
died, because they did not heed the
warnings. As you advanee, the best ad-
vice possible ig that you choose Jesus to
lead you safely over these dangerous
trails, He has already chosen you. Will
you aceept His choice, and give Him
econtrol of your lifo?

oo
* Lesson ¥V
¥riday, March 19
I WILL FOLLOW HIM

Two ribbons of steel stretched away
and vanished at a point in the distance.
On the station platform twe boys stecd
talking. They were waiting to see the faast
streamliner ag it rushed down those traeks,
The train was go regular in ifa schedule
that a person could almost set his cloek
by its appearance. Today was no excep-
tion. John and Bill thrilled at the sight
of the great silver train bearing down
on them, and then it was gone with what
seemed to them an ineredible speed. It
was literally a silver streak disappearing
in the distanece.

The sun shining ‘on the staimless steel
of the train had impressed the boys.
They continwed to stand on the little
station platform, talking about its speed
and beauty. Like most boys, they won-
dered what it was made of. Could it actu-
ally be silver? The station agent over-
head their conversation, so he joined the
boys. After greeting them, he took out
Lis poeketknife and showed the boys the
blade, saying, “Ses this blade? Well, it
ig made of the same atuff that train is.”

“But, Mr. Lang,” spoke up John, “the
knife blade iy all stained and dirty”
How can it be that that bright shining
train is made o fthe same thing your
knife ig?”

Ther Mr, Lang told the boys that both
the train and the knife were actually
made of steel. Both were very hard, both
were of good quality, Then he explained
that the difference was the presence of a
chemical in the steel that went mto the
congtruction of the {rain that made that
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steel stainless, Any ‘steel without that
process would be disecolored by certain
things that touched it. There was Mr.
Lang’s pocket knife. It ¢ut apples when
Mr, Lang was eating them, it whittled
resin-filled hlecks of wood, it was used
to prune trees, and to mix paints, and in
all the many ways a pocketknife is gen-
erally used. The acid or chemieal eontent
of the material through which the knife
was cutting reacted on the steel in vari-
ous ways, causing it to be stained and
discolored, No harm was done to the
steel other than to make it look dark and
stained,

With the silverlike {rain, the story was
different, The train did have many and
varied contacts with things that would
have discolored the plain ateel of the
knife, All the weather of that area which
included snow, sleet, rain, wind, and dust
storms, had absolutely no effect on the
stainless steel of that frain, Racing
through any and'all circumstances, it re-
mained the shining silver streak that it
was when it made its majden run.

Here, then, are two types of steel. One
is injured in its appearance by every-
thing it touches; the other travels far
and touches many different things, but
is never stained. Thero are boys and
girls like these two types of gteel. They
are all young people with loving par-
ents. But some of them, like a pocket-
knife, have their lives marred by every-
thing they touch, while others travel
straight through a world of sin and re-
ceive mo trace whatsoover of the ngly
things surrounding them. The same
thing that is truo of the steel is true of
boys and pirls, The difference is in what
is inside of them. ’

Some young men and women decide
they will walk life’s pathway with no
help. They think they can do so without
being “stained.” Then they come in con-
tact with the ungly things in the world.
The result is that the sears from that
contaet leave them discolored. On the
other hand, the boy or girl who has de-
cided to choose Jesus, and then follows
that deeision up with daily eommunion
and prayer, hay the something ingide him
that makes it possihle to walk through a
world of gin without so much as a traee
of stain or discoloratiom of character.

It must bs borne in mind that all of
you will come in cloge contact with those
who do all manner of wrong things. You
will see drinking. Some may even try te
get you to drink with them, You will find
many who think it perfectly all right to
smoke. You must know that you walk in
a world of sin and simners. The impor-
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tant thing is that you meed not be -

stained by the mistakes of these follow-
ers of Satan. The way you look, after
being in contact with these people, will

depend on what is inside wyou. It is the -

presence of Jesus within that makes it
possible to be like the stainless ateel.

It ig not enough to know that Jesus
loves you and wants you te be happy,
that He gave Hig life for you, that He
has c¢hosen you, and that you in turn
have chosen Him. Yon must add to thess
steps the determination to continue this
close association with Him., By His
Spirit, Jesus will show you one thing at
a time that needs to be eorreeted in your
life. As He points these things out to
you, you will want power from Him to
help you overcoms the mistakes. If He
pointed out at one time all the things
that needed te be corrected, it would dis-
courage you. However, Jesus wants you
to be stainless steel in your character.
He wants no temptation to leave its mark
upon yeur character. Jesus will help you

o

accomplish this if you allow His pres- -

ence in all your life,

You are to grow in grace. The prineci-
ple of growth is one you should under-
stand. From babyhoed to the grave, an
individual iz the product of growth and
his surroundings. You grow mentally,
physically, emotionally, nervously, and
socially, ag well as spiritually. If the

growth is proper, and you grow in grace, ;

then the effect of the smrroundings will
be negligible. You will be stainless steel.

Tike the highways of our land, Jesus

hag set np markers to tell us the correct
highway, and to warn of appreaching
turns, narrow places, obstacles, and hasz-
ards. But if we cannot hear His voice,
or refuge to walk with Him, we de not
have the assistance we nced.

We hope that during this woek every
Junior boy and girl will gbart on the
right road, or determine he will continue
on the right road-—the road to your heav-
only home that Jesus has prepared for
you. Naturally, you will nced Jesus as
your guide. Hear His voice as He directs
vou through life, Literally walk with
Him, Then, as stainless as the stainless
steel, you will be able t0 go home with
Him, with no taint of the sin'and wrong-
doing you have encountered as you
walked with Him day by day. And what
is more, you will have the satisfaction
of knowing that you are lving vietori-
ously. N

(8ing the combined choruses: “Give

Your Heart to Jesus,” “You Munst Open

the Door,” and “Into My Heart.”)
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The Gospel to Every Kindred and Tongue

Literature for the Millions
By B. M. Presron

SoMEONE has rightly said, “A drop of
ink may make millions think.” Ink has
been used in earrying this last message
to millions of people, which has resulted
in thousands of people everywhere turn-

° ing to God and His truth in these last

. veloped. God ordained

days.
Printing and the Reformation
Tt wag no mere coineident that at the
very dawn of the Reformation the.art

of printing with movable type was de-
that printing

_would be & most powerful ageney for the

diggemination of His truth in these last
days. The development of the art of
printing and the rapid inerease in the
cireulation of printed copies of the Bible
andg other truth-filled lterature went
hkand in hand, resulting in millions hav-
ing aceess to the printed Word of truth.

During Luther’s econfinement in old
Wartburg Castle he spent hie time trans-
lating the Bible into the German Ian-
guage, so the eommon people eould read
the Word for themselves. It was Te-
ported that Satan appeared in person to
Luther in his eell, for nothing so angere
the enemy of souls as to see the printed
pages of truth made available to the
people. Luther is said to have throwm
hig inkwell at Satan. What a siriking
figure of what has actually iaken place
singe them! Thousands of foms of ink
have been hurled at the enemy, May each
of ug have a part in hurling more ink
at him, thus saving many more precious
souls through a much larger use of the
printed page of truth.

The Printed Page of Truth in the
Advent Movement

In the very infamey of this great

movement that now belts the globe, back
in November, 1848, soon after the light
or this Sabbath truth bad dawned and
there were.but a very few believers, God
gave a special message through a vision
to His servant. She was told by the angel
that they were to begin to print the mes-
sage. The beginning was to be small,

but, she wag shown, it would be like
streams of light that went clear round
the world. (Related in Life Shetches, p.
125.) The story of this simple, humble
venture in printing this message by the
early believers is familiar to most of us,
but it never grows old. The instruetion
was carried out. A small traet, entitled
Present Pruth, was written by Elder
James White, and a few hundred copies
were printed. After earnest prayer these
were sent out, Tt was a most humble be-
ginning of what today has developed into
& mighty, raging torrent of truth-filled
literature pouring forth from the presses
of owr more than seventy publishing
houses in over four hundred languages
and dialeets to warn the millions of the
goon eoming of Jesus. Today we see the
literal fulfillmeni of that predietion
made by the angel to God’s servant in
vision,

Fruitage of Literature Ministry

Wherever our truth-filled lterature
goes, souls are won, The question, “How
many first heard of this message through
reading ome of our books, tracts, maga-
zines, or some pleee of our literatured”?
may be asked of any andienee of our
people, and the response is always the
gsame. A large percemtage of the audi-

Sugge’stive Program for Sabbath,
March 6, 1948

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

OrENING Bone: “Ye Servants of God,”
No. 342 in Church Hymnal,

SCRIPTURE REApING: Isaiah 52:7-10.

PRAYER.

OFFERING
WoRK.

SrEcraL Music (or hymn No, 4403.

ReapiNg: “Literature for Millions,” by
-B. M. Preston.

Porm: “The Man Next Door.”

READING: “The Printed Page as a Wii-
ness Before All Nationg,” by Andrew
Yakueh,

READING: “Owr Work Among the Eski.
mes,” by Louis Halswick.

PosM: “The Messenger of God Who Com-
eth Late.”
CrosiNG SonG:

499,

BENEDICTION.

ok CHURCH MISSIONARY

“0 Zion, Haste,” No.

ence will rajse their hands, indieating
they firsl, came in contact with the mes-
sage through literature, Many thousands
are rejoieing in presemt truth, having
purchased books from our faithful eol-
porteurs, and thus finding the message.
Other thousands have been reached
through the wnselfish labors of our faith-
ful lay members, distributing tracts and
magazines, or financially = supporting
dark-county mailing programs. Souls
have been reached in most remote places
through literature, and whole churches
have been raised up as a result.

Years ago a bundle of our literature
was placed on board a boat plying the
Pacific Oeean, The bundle was thrown
off at a little island ealled Piteairn, re-
sulting finally in the entire population of
the island embracing present truth, Ae-
eording to Bob Ripley this island has be-
eome the nearest thing on earth to
heaven. There are no jails, no police, no
courts, no erime, mo intemperance; all
are church-going people, genuine Chris-
tian Seventh-day Adventists. This un-
usual situation is the fruitage of one sin-
gle missionary literature project.

‘What Is My Responeibility ?

Jesus is coming. Time is so short! The
final seenes are being enacted. The
mighty tagk of reaching the unsaved still
romains. There are millions yet in dark-

. ness. Everywhere honest souls are weep-

ing and praying to God for hope, light,
and truth, How ean we reach these? The
answer is, “Seatter literature, everyome
having a part.” Many of us may not be
qualified to preaeh, we may net he quali-
fied to be doetors, nurses or teachers,
but we all can engage in some phase of
literature ministry, either as full or part-
time colporteurs, or in missionary litera-
ture distribution programs. If we have a
genuine love for souls, nothing will stop
vs. Love doesn’t count the eost.

Om publishing houses are equipped to
turn out a far larger volume of miesion-
ary literature. These marvelous books,
magazines, and traets stacked on shelves
in our publishing houges, Bible houses,
churches, or homes will win no sonls. This




34

Hterature does not have feet; it has no
wings; it must be earried by someone, ox
mailed by someone.

Every church should plan a definite
year-rownd litevatare distribution pro-
gram. Every member should have some
part, either in house-to-house systematie
distribution, or ‘by carrying a supply of
literature with him at all times, distrib-
uting it whenever oppertunity presents
itself. If all our people will do their
part, each ene doing something, millions
of people could be reached in a short
time, and what a wonderful personal
blessing will come to all who have pari
in such ministry. If you have never given
a piece of our literature to anyone, give
out some this week and sce the jey that
will be yours, It is a solemn theught to
realize that God will hold us accountable
for neglected opportunities to do all we
ean in giving this message to others, May
we do all within our ability during the
precious time remaining to eirculate soul-
winning literature, that every honest-
hearted soul can be reached bhefore it is
too late. MilHons can be told through the
literature ministry if we all do our part.

The Printed Page as 2 Witness
' Before All Nations

“AND this gospel of the kingdom shall
be preached in all the world for a wit-
ness unto all nations; and then shall the
end come” Matt, 24:14. These words,
spoken by Jesus, are being fulfilled be-
fore our very eyes, because the Advent
message is baing proclaimed to the utter-
most parts of the earth,

One of the most effective ways of
working for foreignspeaking peaple is
by personal contact and the distribution
of literature to them in their native lan-
guage. “The message ef truth is to go
to all nations, tongues, and people; its
publications, printed in many different
languages, are to be scattered abroad
like the leaves of autumn.”—Testimo-
nics, vol. 4, p. 79,

The field of publication is one of the
greatest and best agencies for spreading
the Advent message to every natlon
under heaven, Publications play a great
role in today’s business, political, educa-
tienal, and religious programs. The Ad-
vent peeple, therefore, ghould strive to
spread more and more of our truth-filled
literature, Critics of secular publications
acknowledge the merits of cur literature.
“Our publieations are numerous, but the
Lerd calls for mem and women in our
churches who have the light to engage in
genuine missionary werk, Let them in all
humility exereise their God-given talents
in proclaiming the message that should
come to the world at this time” —Coun-
sels on Health, p. 546,

“Tracts, papers, and books, as the casc
demands, sheuld be cireculated in all the
cities aud villages in the tand., Here is
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miggionary work for all to engage in.—
I'tid., p. 466,

Most of our English-speaking churches
do not have tracts and pamphlets in the
various foreigm languages, Much e¢ould
be accomplished if English-speaking
members would distribute as many for-
elgn papers as the foreign-gpeaking peo-
ple give out in English publications.

A foreigner appreeiates literature in
hig partieular language, especially if
given to him by someone not familiar
with his language. Many of my acquaint-
ances, a8 well ag myself, still remember
the thrill of being presented with a copy
of the New Testament in the Slovalkian
language upon our arrival at Ellis TIs-
land. These copies of the New Testa-
ment remain among our cherished posses-
sions, ‘

Notes to Leadets

‘Whereas this gervice affords a wonder-
ful opportunity to enlist new full-time
and part-time workers in the colporteur
field, it is also an occasion for setting
each member of the church o work in
the literature ministry as a means of
reaching our foreign-born neighbors.

If your church is not already carrying
on g literature-mailing project, this
would be a goed time to organize one,
Tf sueh a program is already underway,
it would be interesting to have someone
active in this work relate eurremt, local
experiecnces of soul-winning contacts
brought about through this work, These
experionces may be substituted for one
of the readings if desired, or used as an
additional feature if time permits,

It would greatly inerease the effec-
tiveness of the poems “The Mcssenger of
God Who Cemeth Late,” and “The Man
Next Door,” if the person giving them
would first memorize them.

FPlease bear in mind that the program
outlined here is only suggestive. Adapt
it to your particular church as circam-
stances and your kmowledge of loeal
needs divect,

The Man Next Door

Jesus dled o bring salvation
For the rich and fer the poor;

Men of every Lribe and natien-—
TIe includes the man next door

Milllens ave in heathen darkness
And with pleading hearts Implove
For the gospel of salvation.
What abeoul the man next door?

“Go Into all the world” sald Jesus,
“Tell them of My mighty power :
Bring your sheaves from every nalion,

Bring with you the man aext door.”

When we stand before the Saviour
On that glad efernal shore,
feaven's glory will be brighter
If we brought the man next door,

- ANON,
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Indifference the Greatest Danger to
the Advent People

To those who are indifferent at this
time Christ’s warning is, “Because thon
art lukewarm, and neither eeld nor het,
T will spue thee out of My mouth.” Rev.
3.:16.

The apostle Paul states, “And that,
knowing the time, that mow it is high
time to awake eut of sleep: for now is
our salvation nearer than when we be-
lieved, The night is far spent, the day
is at hand: let us therefore cast off the
works of davkmess, and let us put on the
armour of light, Let us walk honestly as
in the day; not in rioting and drunken-
ness, not in chambering and wanionness,
not in strife and envying. But put ye on
the Liord Jesus Christ, and make not
provision for the flesh, to fulfill the tusts
therefore,” Rom. 13:11-14,

This admonition is directed to the Ad-
vent people, for they knew “that now is
the high time.” It is necessary that we
sanctify ourselves with prayer and deep
love and labor for these forgign-speaking
people.

To God’s servant, Mrs. B. ¢, White,
wag revealed that “soon there is to be
trouble all over the world. It becomes
avery one to seck to know Ged. We have
no time to delay., With earnestness and
fervor the message must be given. . . .
There must be constant enlargement and
progress. The work must extend from
city to city, from country to coumtry,
and from nation to nation, moving con-
tinually onward and upward, establshed,
strengthened, and settled ”—Testimonies,
vol. 9, p. 228,

In Matthew 24:45, 46 we are told,
“Who then ig a faithful and wise servant,
whom his lord hath made ruler over hig
household, to give them meat in due sea-
gon? Blessed is that servant, whom his
Tord when he cometh shall find so doing.”

“Well doms, thou good and faithful
servant: thou hast been faithful over a
few things, I will make thee rulor over
many things; enter thou into the joy of
thy Lord.” Matt, 25:21,

Every church can play a great part in
this program by organizing foreign-lit-
erature bandy and developing them with
other missionary projects,

ANDREW YAKUSH.

Our Work Among the Eskimos

Visrring Alagka and flying across the
Aleutian Islands mte the land of the Es-
kimos is an experience not soon to be for-
gotten, Our immediate destination was
Naknek, an Army bhase and plane stop,
near Bristol Bay and the Bering Sea. As
we erogsed the Aleutian mountazin range,
hundreds of miles of wild tundra
stretched out before eur eyes, with low
marshlands, dotted with rivers and small
takes. Only a few white trappers and Es-
kimos live along these rivers, ‘During the
spawning seagon the rivors are full of
salmon, and then many fishermen floek
north for a rich eateh,

Naknek is loeated abeut seventy miles
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sonth of Diliingham on the Bristol Bay,
There is an Adventist chureh at Dilling-
ham, and we were scheduled to spend the
Sabbath with this church, Aleknagilk,

- where our Eskimo school is located, is
about thirty miles inland from Dilling-
ham., We had planned to be atf A]eknagik
Sabbath afternoon.

Several of the believers af Dillingham
own small airplanes, and ome .of the
brethren was to pick us up at Naknek
and take uns to Dillingham. As the little
plane alighted in the bay mnear Dilling-
ham, we nceded no imagination to real-

ize that we had arrived in a sbrange

country. Along the shore we saw the

eamp of the Eskimos, and there was

something in the atmespherc and the sur.
- roundlings that made us feel as if we

were looking threugh the pages of a pie-
" fure book.

Sabbath morning dawned with clear
skies and bright sunshine. Early in the
_morning, before Sabbath scheol, we
made a vigit to the Bgkimo camp, They
had come to the hay to cateh and pre-
pare salmon for thelr winter’s supply.
During the winter they live in amall vil-
lages along the rivers and do some trap-
ping and hunting.

We had several meetings with the be-
lievers at Dillingham. They own a nice
church building and a parsomage, Most
of the brethren arve fishermen.

In the afternoon one of Lhe brethren
took us to Aleknagik, The school is lo-
cated on a hillside near a beauntiful lake,
Across a, small bay from the school is the
Adventist chureh. Brother and Sister
Smith, who have lived at Aleknagik for
many years, welcomed us, and took us in

" their fishing boat first to the sehool, and
then to a meeting in the church, It was
a warm sunny day and fhe scemery re-
minded ng of Switzerland. We were, of
courge, very muech interested in the Es-
kimo school. Mere lagt winfer about
twenty young people lived and attended
classes, ’

Our largest company of Eskimo believ-
ers live on St. Lawrence Island, wherg
about thirty believers meet in Sabbath
school every Sabbath. Several years ago
someonc sent a copy of the book Sleps o
Christ to a missionary lady on the is-
land. This lady liked the book so well
that she vead it to her Sunday school
class. The students, as a result, started
to ask Bible questions, During this time
an Adventist brother was teaching the
Government sehool on the island. Shortly
afterward the missionary Iady had to
leave, hecause of illness, and our brother
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The Messenger of God Whe
Cometh Late

The following poem from an wmknown -

author is a challenge to each child of
God, a challenge from those who ave still
strangers to the saving truth so clearly
explained in our denominational traects,
peripdicals, and books.

Tup strings of camels come in singie file,
Bearing their burdens o’er the desert

gand.
Swillly the boails ge plying on the Nile—
The needs of men are met on every hand,
But still I wait
For the messenger of God who cometh late,

T gec a cloud of dust rise on the plain.
The meagured tread of troops falls on my

ear.
The soldler comes, the empire to maintain
Brmginfg the pomp of war, the reign of

ear,
But still I wait
Iror the meéssenger of God who cometh late.

They set me watching ¢’er the desgert drear,
Where dwelis the darkness, as the deep-
egt night;
From many a mosque there ecomes the call
o prayer—
I hear ng veice tbat calis on God for

hght,
But siill Igwait
l'or ihe messenger of God who eometh late.

started to give Bible readings among the
Tiskimos. Soon a Sabbath school was or-
ganized. This Sabbath school is loeated
at Gambell, only sixty miles from the
mainland of Siberia. Last winter one of
the Eskimo sisters from Gambell helped
with the work in the Aleknagik school
Two Eskimo young men are new in the
Sfates atiending sechool. We hope that
several Fskimo young mien and women
can be trained to work for their own
people. Eskimo nurses can do a wonder-
ful work in improving the health condi.
tions among the many who are ill. Es-
kimo teachers will have many opportuni-
ties starting church schools. Others onght
to train for the ministry. It is our belief
that trained natives eam best work for
their own people. While some work has
heen started along the northwest coast
of Alaska, praetically nothing has been
done in the vast Klondike and Yukon
territory amd Up along the north and
east eoast of Alaska. “Did you bring the
book?"’ agked an old Iskimo. He meant
the Bible. When Iis the fruth to be
bronght to the Eskimos? The natives,
whe live in the Aleutian Islands, are
called Aleuts. As far as we know, noth.
ing has ever been done to bring the glad
tidings of a soom-coming Bavieur to
them.

That the Edkimos are seeking after
God is very plainly indicated in the fol-
lowing letter from one of our workers
in Alagka. “The Tekimos are hungry for
the truth and need a teacher to lead them
to Jesus,” this missionary writes. Many
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of the Eskimos would lke o be Chris-
tians but have no one to help them. Some
time ago one of them wrote our mission-
ary: “We have read in the Bible a few
times, but we do not understand, We can-
not find the truth. We are sick and long-
ing and hungering for the truth. I wish
someday very soon CGod will send ug a
teacher in person that he may help us to
find the truth.” We must send more mis-
sionaries to the Eskimos, We must help
them to find the blessed truth of a soon-
eoming Savieur.

Lovrs ITALSWICK.

Publishing the Message in Many
Tongues

Ag Seventh-day Adventists we hold in
our hands the key that may open the
door to the hearts 'of our neighbors and
friends of a foreign speech. This key is'
our literature in the language of thess
foreign-gspeaking people. Today the whole
American  eontinent is dotted with
churches and meeting places in which
people of many fongres gather to wor-
ship God in some form or other. We are
told that in Chicago alone there are 179
churches where all the services are held
in a foreign langunage, and 342 churches
in which some English is used with the
foreign tomgue. Hosts of these people
were taught the religious knowledge they
have from a Bible writfen in a language
other thar English, and for religious
teaching that wo can give them to be
effective it must be heard in the mother
tongue of the hearer. As an indication
of their loyalty to their ewn fongue it
may be noted that there are still over
one thousand newspapers and weeckly and
monthly magazines published in foreign
langrages in the United States, and, of
course, there are hundreds of thousands
of subseribers to these papers, and mil-
liong of readers. The best way to reach
these people i3 to give them the gospel
message in the language they prefer.

Special efforts should continually be
put forth to reach these many thousands
of foreigners with our literature. New
books have been prepared in different
languages, pointing ovt the seriousness
of the times in which we live. Many peo-
ple are not only anxious but eager to
read these books,

The large variety of litorature which is
rolling out from the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist presses and being seattered in
profusion along the highways of life
may he termed the Christian soldier’s
ammunition in the closing conflict
against the powers of evil and darkness.




36

This ammunition, which should be secat-
tered like the leaves of autumn and in
perpetual downfall does not destroy life,
but on the contrary brings a heaven-gent
message of life and salvation to friend
and foe. As church missionary workers
we thank God for ow wonderful litera-
ture, suited to the needs of every indi-
vidual. Now that we are standing on the
very verge of the eternal world, we must

double our diligence! Johm Wesley, re- .

ferring to his followers in his day, said,
“They were all at it, and always at it.
They were set to work afhd kept at work.”

The Church Officers’ Gazeite

The application of this striking state-
ment is not difficult to make, as we think

. of gur great literature work.

Eternity alome will reveal the results
of our literature work. Every momber of
the church should new definitely plan for
a part in this work. It was Christ’s wish
that His message should be carried to
every nationality. He is no respecter of
persons. He died for all. “Where there is
neither Greek nor Jew, circumecision mnor
uneirenmeigion, Barbarian, Seythian,
bond nor free; but Chrigt ig all, and in
all” Louts HALSWICK.
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“Ye Shall Be My Witnesses”

“THE chureh is God’s appointed
agency for the salvation of men, It was
organized for service, and its misgion is
to earry the gospel to the world. Frem
the beginning it hag been God's plan that
through His church shall be reflected to
tho world His fullness and THis suffi-
ciency. The members of the church, those
whom He has called out of darkness into
His matvelous light, are to show forth
His glory. The church is the repository
of the riches of the grace of Christ; and
through the church will eventually be
made manifest, even to ‘the prineipalities
and powers in heavenly places,” the final
and full digplay of the love of God.”—
Aets of the Apostles, p. 9.

What a challenge we find in these
words, penned by the servant of the
Lord, to the members of God’s remnant
- ehureh, and with what confidence we may
go forth in our endeavor to win souls, for
with the sword of the Spirit, which is
the Word of God, we may comguer all
foes,

When Jesus was giving to Hisg disei-
ples final instructions regarding their re-
spongibilities, He said, “¥e shall be My
witnssses.” “The ¢hurch is God’s agency
for the proclamation of tiruth, empow-
ered by Him to do a special work.”-—
Ibid., p. 600. The responsibility of the
church as a whole is the responsibility
ef each.individual member of the church.
“Ye shall be My witnesses” and the
promise of divine assistance is, “Le, T
am with you alway, even unto the end of
the world.”

“The call of the hour is for God's
cause today to release all its emergies
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and foress in a supreme fAnal effort to
finigh the work of the gospel, fo:carry
the truth to all the world. To answer this
call will require that every chureh, every
member, every activity, every enterprise,
every organization conmected with this
movement shall get before it the one su-
preme objective of bearing witness to the
truth in order t¢ win men from sin to
salvation.”—C, B. HAYNES, Living Evan-
gelism, pp. 403, 404. Personal work is a
Hne of endeaver that all should eovet.
Pirgt and above all other qualifieations is
genuine conversion and a deeper devo-
tion to soulsaving, faith in the power of
the Word of God, faith in God and His
power to de the imposeible, sincerity in
all that we say. The message should be a
part of us. Working for Ged calls for
the highest consecration of every faculiy.

Personal qualifieations find an impor-
tant place in personal work. We have for
our example in this endeavor, Jesus of
Nazareth, the greatest Teacher the world
has ever known, He wag always well bal-
anced, never an extremist, filled with
compassion, mingling sympathetically
with men, yet His sound judgment was
always in control, keenly observing the
life of those about Him. He , never
treated lightly the truths He presented
to men. Abselute certainty was associ-
ated with His words and teachings. So
gracious and winning was He that all
clagges were drawn to Him, He was op-
timistie, supremely confident, Hig inter-
est in men was a consuming passion,
Human suffermg and need touched His
heart. He never turned anyone away.
His attitude toward sinners was one of

deepest sympathy and love. “While His

manners were gentle and unassuming,
He impressed men with a sense of power
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that was hidden, yet could not be wholly
concealed.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 137,

“He cxercised the greatest taet, and
thoughtful, kind attention in His inter-
eourse; with the people. He mever was
rude, mnever necdlessly spoke a severe
word, never gave needless pain to a sem-
gitive soul. He did not cemsure human
weakuess. He foarlessly denounced hy-
poerigy, unhelief, and iniquity, but
tears were in his voiee as He uttered
His seathing rebukes. . . . In all men He
saw fallen souls whom it was His mis-
gion to save, . . . God’s gervants are to

.be representatives of Him.''~Ibid., pp.

352, 353,

Simplicity and adaptability are essen-
tial to success in dealing with human
minds. We read in Christ’s Obgjeet Les-
sons, page 231: “The sueccess of the gos-
pel mesgage does not depend upon learned
speeches, eloquent testimonies or deep ar-
guments, It depends upon the simplielty
of the megsage and its adaptation te the
souls that are hungering for the bread
of life,”

“The calm, earnest reagoning from the
Seriptures ig precious and fruitful. Here
is the secret of success in preaching a
living persomal Baviour in so simple and
earnest a manner that the people may
be able to lay hold by faith of the power
of the word of life.”—“Kimshaven Leaf-
let,” vol. 2, no. 1, p. 4.

The smecessful personal werker will =
have a burden for souls and a deep love
for God. He will find himgelf ever geek-
ing divine help and guidance. No one
secks in vain, Then will come that in-
tense desire to impart the joy of know-
ing Chrigt through His Holy Word. This,
however, cannct be done withont the
knowledge that comes from the study of
God’s Word. “God requires the training
of the mental faculties, He designs that
His servants shall possess merve intelli-
gence and cleaver discermment than the
worldling, and He is displeased with
those who are too careless or too indolent
to become efficient, well-informed work-
ers. The Lord bids us love Him with all
the heart, and with all the soul, and
with all the strength, and with all the
mind. This lays upon us the obligation
of developing the intelleet to its fullest
capaecity, that with all the mind we may
know and love our Creator.

“If placed under the centrol of His
Spirit, the more thoroughly the intellect
is cultivated, the more effectively it ean
be used in the service of God. The um-
educated man who is consecrated to God
and who longs to bless others can he, and



;

Vol. 35, No. 3

ig, used by the Lord in Iis service '
Christ’s Object Lessons, p, 333,

Our attitude toward people should
tend to win net drive, to attract and not
repulse. “With one hand the workers
would take hold of Christ, while with
the other they would grasp sinners and
draw them to the Saviour.”—ZEvange-
lisin, p. 293.

In the writings of the servant of the
Lord there are specific instructions as to

certain qualifications required in the
worker for souls. 'These qualifications
may be either natural or acquired.

Therefore, it is important that we search
our hearts and lives to see where we may
be lacking, and if we are lacldng, we

~ may obtain divine help for our need. We

will note some of these, foremost of
which is coNSECRATION, “Christ asks for
an vunreserved comsecratiom, for undi-
vided service. He demands the heart, the
mind, the soul, the strength. Self is not
to be cherished, ”—Christ’s Object Les-

_ sons, pp. 48, 49, “He who loves Christ

i

the mogt, will do the greatest amount of
good —The Desire of dges, p. 250,
FAITHFULNESs. “The secret of life’s
suceess iz in a carefu], conseientious at-
tention to the little things. God makes
the simple leaf, the tiny flower, the blade
of grass, with as much care as He creates
a world, . . . All should learn to be faith-
ful in the least ag well as in the greatest
duty.”—Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 572.
Humirrry, “In choosing men and
women for His service, God does not ask
whether they possess learming or elo-
quence or worldly wealth, He asks: ‘Do

- they walk in such humility that I can

teach them My way? Can I put My words
into their lips? Will they represent
Me¥ "—Ibid., vol. 7, p. 144.

GENTLENESS. “As the dew and the
still showers fall uwpom the withering
plants, so let words fall gently when
secking to win men from error.”—3in-.
istry of Healing, p. 157.

BympaTHEY. “We need more of Christ-
like sympathy, not mergly sympathy for
those who appear to us to be faultless,
but sympathy for poer, suffering, strug-
gling souls, who are often overtaken in
fault, sinning, and repenting, tempted
and discouraged.—Gospel Workers, p.
141.

GENUINENESS. “There must be no pre-
tence in the lives of those who have so
sacred and solemn a message as we have
besn called to bear. The world is wateh-
ing Seventh-day Adventists, because it
knows something of their profession of

faith, and of their high standard, and

B
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when it sees those who do not live up to
their profession, it points at them with
seorn—Testimonies, vol, 9, p. 23.

Epvcarion. “God takes men as they
are, and eduecates them for Iis serviee,
if they will yield themselves to HMim. The
Spirit of God, received into the soul, will
quicken =all its faculties, . . . He who
longs to be of service to Christ is so
quickened by the life-giving power of the
Sun of Righteousness, that he is enabled
to bear much fruit to the glory of God.”
-—The Desire of Ages, p. 251,

“God expects personal gervice from
every one to whom He has entrusted a
knowledge of the truth for this time.”—
Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 30, What is the
meaning of “personal serviee”? It may
be defined ag the art of reaching the
heart, of dealing with the soul in a per-
gonal, heart-te-heart manmer, This was
Christ’s preferred method, His work was
largely made up of personal interviews.
Take for oxample Hig interview with
the woman of Samaria. The words of the
Master touched the innermest recesses of
a storm-tossed soul and led to the discov-
ery of a personal need. Then followed a
yielding obedience which resulted in a
search for others that they might share
in the wonderful experience of salvation.
That is persomal work. “There are many
who need the wministration of loving
Christian hearts. Many have gone down
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to rnin who might have Dbeen saved, if
their neighbors, common men and women,
had put forth personal cffort for them.
.« . If we are Christians, this work will
be our delight. No sooner is onc con-
verted than there is born within him a
desire to make known to others what a
precious friend he las found in Jesus.
The saving and sanetifying fruth cannot
be shut up in his heart.”—The Desire of
Ages, p. 141,

Dear fellow chureh members, shall we
not accept the mighty challenge of this
great hour of need, when souls are going
down to ruin, Oh, that we might bring
to them this wonderful message of salva-
tion, and share with them the eternal
glories of the earth made new, and dwell
in the presence of God our Father and
His Somn, our blessed Lord and Saviour.

“The Lord imparts a fitness for the
work to every man and woman who will
co-operate with divine power. All the
requisite talent, courage, perseverance,
faith, and tact will eome as they put the
armor on. A great work is to be done in
our world, and human agencies will
surely respond to the demand. The world
must hear the warning. When the call
comes, ‘Whom shall T send, and who will
go for us? send back the answer clear
and distinet, ‘TTere am I; gend me’ ?—
Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 333.

‘VINNIE GOODNER.

Departmental Secretaries in the Northern Huropean Division, Attending Our Secretarial
Council Held in Onsrad, Norway, August 1-10, 1947, First Row, From Left: Paul Frivold, O.

Frenuning, Alf Lohne, A, Varmer, I0.
Second Row: David Carlsson, Geor

Third Row: Hric Roslind, O, Udbidrg, g, 1]’
ar

uukko, H. Muderspach, P, Voorthuis, Jan Skrzypaczek.
Notheim, V. Kohtanen, I. Heikkinen, O.
Skyllstad, David Guldhammer, P, IIérnfeldt,
Jensen

8. Boérensen.,
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Signs Follow-up

“Cast thy bread upon the waters: for
thou shalt find it after many days,” so
szid the prescher nearly three thousand
years ago. In recemt years millions upon
millions of Signs of the Times have heen
“enst upon the waters.” These have been
put into the hands of men and women
in all walks of life—doctors and farmers,
preachers and meechanies, lawyers and la-
borers, poor or rich, living in the north,
south, east, and west of our fair Iand.
During 1946 approximately sixteen mil-
lion eopies of the Signs were sent from
the presges of the publishersl Signs of
the Times have been carried to horaes
and offices of all deseription by friendly
mailmen, They have been taken by zeal-
oug’ laymen to neighborhoed aequaint-
ances. Bach Signs distributed has bhack
of it the interest of one who wanis io see
the iruth of God placed in the hands of
judgment-bound gouls who know not the
truth.

What have these millions of copies of
truth-laden  messengers accomplished?
What are the tangible results that we
ean point to? Buch questions as these ars
often asked by earmest laymen as well ag
workers. All are anxious te see results in
every misgionary cndeavor. We who agk
these questions must remember the text,
“Cast thy bread upom the waters,” The
bread is the word of life; the waters are
the pecple. We are to scatter the life-
filled literature everywhere, praying con-
stantly for good returns. We have the
promise, “Thou shalt find it after many
days.”

However, we ghould mnot be content
alone with casting the hread upon the
waters, We must seek for means to find
those who are partaking of the bread of
lifo, David hag said the same thing in
another way, “He that goeth forth and
weepeth, bearing precious seed [“bearing
a trail of seed,” margin], shall deubtless
come agaln. with rejoicing, bringing his
sheaves with him.,” It is for us te be
gonuinely in earnest in what we do for
God.

A proper fellow-np endeavor ig essen-
tial in any program of soul winnimg. Tf
the farmer, planting his seed, never fol-
lows up with hatrvesting, the seed sowing
will kave been of little worth to him, Tt
does net make so much difference how
he harvests, but he must harvest if he is
to bencfit from the seed sown. There have
been many ways of carrying on the har-
vest labors. Im bygone years the old
eradlo seythe was eonsidered a wonderful
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improvement over the sickle. Today mod-
ern harvesting machinery outshadows
anything ever dreamed of in the distant
past.

‘When it comes to harvesting souls for
the kingdem, there are no modern masg
production inventions, No pregram has
ever been found to take the place of the
porson-fo-person eontaet., Jesus uged this
method, and no gystem of follow.up has
ever been devised to take its place.
The person-to-person contaet has always
proved guceessful and ever will be to tho
end of time,

In our cities, Jarge or small, and in the °

country the best Signs of the Times fol-
low-up plan anyone can devise iz to be
found in the person-to-person econtaot.
Thig i not the easy way of follew-up,
hut it i the one best way and the most
effective way. “One of the most effective
ways in which Iight can be eemmunicated
is by private persemal effort.”—Christian
Servies, p. 118.

The missionary leader of the Omahs
Memorial chureh in Omaha, Nebraska,

March, 1948

dovised a plan to follow-up all those re-
ceiving subseriptions to the Signs of the
Times. After distrieting the cily the
mombors of the church were sent out
two by two bo visit the subscribers sas-
gigned to them., The teams of workers
were provided with cards bearing the
name and address of theé parties to be
vigited. The workers were asked to mem-
orize the content of the eard, and were
te get what information they could from
the person visited., Five peints were to
be had in mind: (1) Are the Signs being
resd? (2) Interest: good, fair, or poor?
(3) Should the Signs bo continued? (4)
Would the person like Bible studies? (5)
Wonld further visits be profitable? The
ones making the contaet were to sign the
card snd write down any special infor-
mation cn the reverse of the card.

Mrs. John Doe
4681 Hillsrith St.

. Are the Signs being read? ............
. Intevest: good .... fair .... paoor ....
. Should the Signs be continued? .......
. Would the person like Bible gtudies? ...
. Would further visits be profitable? ....
. Visitor's name

SoT e QA =

ADDRESS SIDR

Bible Corregpondence News Agency
. 4855 Prescott
Lincoln 6, Nebraska

This side of eard is for address

U. 8, POSTAGE

ONE GENT

Mz, John Dee
Norfolk
Nebraska

No .

Course? Yes [, Ne 1.

5. Your comment, if any:
*

1, Have you read the Signs of the Times? Yes [, No [,
2, Have you enjoyed reading the Signs of the Times? Yes [, No [].

3. Without eost to you, would you ke your subseription continucd? Yes [,

4, Would you be, interested in a free home-study Bihle Correspondence
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This card was to be filled in after the
visiting workers had left the home. Of
many fine contacts ome in particular
stands out. Two sisters calling at one
home were received with a slight degree
of coolnegs, however, these two sisters
after a brief visit detected enough inter-
est that prompied them to cheek number
five favorably on the card, “Would fur-
ther visits be profitable?” The Omaha
Bible instruetor, Miss Phyllis Ray, made
the second ¢all and found it possible to
arrange for Bible studies. The lady had
predetermined in her mind that, thomgh
permitting Bibles studies in her home,
she would never become a Seventh-day
Adventist. After four Bible studies she
began attending the church. In Decem-
ber of 1946 she was baptized. One of her
gons went to Union College and has gince
been bhaptized. A seecond son is eontem.
plating baptism. A neighbor who at-.
tended the cottage mestings held in the
home is now planning to unite with the
church, Thig kind of personal work pays
well in additions to the ehureh.
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‘When the house-to-house method of
follow-up eannot be used, then we should
plan to follow-up the Signs of the Times
by letter or by eard. Of these methods
the personalized letter is by far the bet-
ter. Write persomal lefters to those to
whom you are sending the Signs and seek
to learn from them of their interest in
the .Signs. Their response will determine
for you whether the sending of the Sigas
should be continwed. Im every imstance
of follow-up it would be well to endeavor
to secure the enrcllment of the individual
in the conference Bible ¢orrespondence
gechool or in the Voiee of Prophecy
sehool. A typieal and simple follow-up
card is made up in the following man-
ner: Secure from the post office a penny
post eard with a return eard attached.
This card shonid be printed in suech a
manner as to allow the subseriber to
return his vespomse to you by simply
checking the guestions on the card. Be-
fore mailing the eard the return address
ghould be written by you on the eard
you wish the Signs reader to fill out.

+

REVERSE SIDE

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

this purpose.

Without cost to you the Signs of the Times has been mailed weekly to
vour address. A friend who felt that it would be a source of enjoyment and
ingpiration to you has paid for your subseription. We hope it has fulfilled

On the perforated, stamped card bhelow are a few questions we would
like-to have you answer. They will take but a few seconds. After you have
angwered the guestions, just detach the card and drop it in the mail.

Thank you!

PLEASE READ

Mr, Johm Doe
Norfolk, Nebraska

REPLY CARD

This side of card is for address

Bible Correspondence News Agenej)"
4855 Prescott
Lineoln 6, Nebraska

U. 5. POSTAGE

ONE CENT
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His name should also be written in the
upper left-hand ecorner of the returm
eard. You will know then who is respond-
ing. He will not need to sign his
name to the eard, but merely check the
guestions asked. Suech a card will help
you to know whom to continwe sending
the Signs to, and will enable yon to find
those interested in the Bible sehool, The
illustration gives a completo idea of how
the card is arranged, This card has
brought good results. Your own word ar-
rangement ean be uged,

Constantly seel: for better methods in
correspondence follow-up, “Do not be-
come weary of vigilant missionary labor.
This is 2 work you may all engage in sue-
cessfully, if you will but conneet with
God. Before writing letters of inquiry,
always lift uwp your heart to God in
prayer that you may be successful in
gathering some wild Uranches which may
be grafted into the true vine, and bear
fruit to the glory of Goed. A1l who with
humble hearts take part in this work,
will be continually educating themselves
as workers in the vineyard of the Lord”
—Review and Herald, June 10, 1880,

E. E. Hagex.

Personal Work by Correspond-

ence
T mave read of a college president who

said that he would rather be able to
write & good letter than any other kind
of composition, Writing letters is one
method of personal work which every
Christian may eultivate. The letter en-
ables the writer to make a full statement
without interruption, and one.is very
likely to ponder its contents before re-
plying. “On the other hand,” says an ex-
perienced worker, “we must not yield to
the temptatibn to write instead of speak-
ing beeause it seems to be easier, except
a3 we make the letter the occasion for a
conversation.”

Hvery individual in the ehureh ought
to wrife twice ax many letters of friend-
ship as he does. Many of our memberg
hesitatc over the matter of taking up
-thig effective line of work, and say, “We
do not know how to go at it. We would
like to have a model,” Very well, here it
ig—Paul’s letter writing, There have
been many famous writers whose compo-
sitiong are studied as models in worldly
schools, but I am sure that we can learn
more from 2 careful perusal of the letter
from Paul to the Philippians than from
any other single friendly Istter that was
ever written., Let us notiee two charae-
terigtics of Paul’s wonderful letter.

The whole cpistle “is full of Christ and
is, therefore, saturated with hope and
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joy and the truly optimisitie spirit.
‘Think of it! In spite of the fact that he
wwas in prison and might any day be
dragged to & martyr’s death, and that he
often lacked food and comforts, and that
he had many enemies, the letter ex-
pressed joy. The word rejofce rings like
= refrain all through it. “Rejoice in the
Tord alway: and again I say, Rejoice.”
Notiee the deep peace of mind in Philip-
plans 4:6, 7. How this must have
gtrengthened the faith of the Philippian
‘brethren. Paul wrote things that helped,
"‘because he wag in constant touch with
-the great Helper. His one ambition was
to gain Christ, To be found im Him—
this was his absorhing thought. And this
wag his great desire for his friends. -
14 ig a great mistake to Trepress the
«lemonstrations of love. There are many
-whose hearts are starving for love, and

‘there are others who love them, but who -

omit to say so. They let long weeks and
months go by without writing, and when
‘they do write they don’t put in any af-
foctionate things., Paul's heart speaks
right out in a warm, loving manner:
““Therefore, my brethren, dearly heloved
and longed for, my joy and erown, so
gtand fast in the Lord, my dearly be-
Toved,” .

A message like that from you, written
in your own characteristic manmer, to a
relative or friond, or to one of your mis-
-gionary acquaintanees in a lomely field
in a far eorner of the earth, would be
Tike the benediction of an angel. We may
not have Paul’s gift of writing, hut each
wone of us can send out a message of
courage and love to some weary heart,
«or to a lone worker batiling at the fromt,
Just agsure them that you ave praying
“for them, that you remember their en-
«Jeavors for Christ’s honor, and that.you
stand ready to help in whatever way you
-ean.

How often the impulse comes to write
to someone and show that we areé inter-
ested in his or her work, but we neglect
to do it. Let us write more leiters. Do
1ot be so conesrned about the finish of
‘the rhetoric, but let it throb with the
-earnesiness of a true friend. Let us write
to our wneonverted relatives and friends,
not sermons, but simple messages that
will show that we have them on our
hearts. Let us remember to follow such
with prayer. Be sure that God will bless
the cffort, and you may expect blessings
-to result. There will be a double blessing
in all this. Your own life will be en-
Tiched by such expressions of thoughts
aind desires of your heart.

ErnesT LLovD.
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Little Things Count

A sI8TER in Barstow writes that when
she was about fifteen years old she read
a Seventh-day Adventist tract in regard
to the Sabhath. She was profoundly im-
pressed by reading this traet. Later she
worked .in &’ hotel where all were Sab-
bathkeepers. She worshiped with them
oceasionally, As time went on, she lost
contact with Seventh-day Adventists, but
recontly gome Seventh-day Adventist
neighbors started taking her to ehurch,
and today she is rejoieing as a member
of the Seventh-day Adventist denomina-
tion, Forty-five years elapsed between
the time when she first came in comtact
with the truth and when she was bap-
tized. )

This demonstrates again the impres-
sion that our literature and our lives can
make upon individuals and that many
vears later fruitage may be scen. Let us
be faithful in seed sowing, and God will
give the increase!l

Making People Happy

Ir is interesting to note how large a
part of Christ’s life was devoted to sim-
ply making people happy. His life wag
spent in aets of kindness for others. He
“went about doing good.” He worked in
sueh a persomal way. His greatest ser-
mons, His greatest miracles, were to in-
dividuals. He was never too busy to lend
a helping hand to gome needy soul,

Christ, by his life and teaching, tried
to emphasize the faet that man is of up-
permost value in this world. Everything
He did was for the benefit and happiness
of man. All His gifts and blessings are
given for man’s benefit,

In hringing happiness to others, Christ
demonstrated how much could be done
with so little. He had litile of this
world’s goods to offer, “And Jesus saith
unto him, The foxes have holes, and the
birds of the air have mests; but the Son
of man hath not wheve to lay His head.”
Matt. 8:20. Notwithstanding His meager
possessions, He brought joy and happi-
ness to all who came under Hig influence,

Wea are prone to think that everything
Christ did was in terms of miracles; that
in supernatural ways He ministered to
the people. ¥t is true that om occasions
He did bring great happiness to those
that mourned, by raising the dead; or to

those who weve dick, by acts of healing.
But much of Hig time was spent in doing
the littls everyday things that can so
cheer pecple on.

Happiness does not consist in having
an abundanee of things, Neither does one
need a lot of things to bring happiness
to others. Those things that chesr peo-
ple’s hearts are within reach of all of us
it may be a letter, a eall, a visit, per-
haps a word of appreciation. A word
spoken at the right time may turn de-
feat into vietory for some strugpgling
soul.

Our greatest joy is to make those that
we love happy. But our cirele iz small.
We Iove so few. Beecause of thig there
are not many that we try to make happy.
Christ loved everybody, becanse He
loved tho world.

We ate inclined o limit our eirele of
those we love to those that love us. That
is why we love so few. Not many love
ug. We need to enlarge the circle until it
takes in the whole world.

In Christ’s day the rule wag to love
your friends and hate your enemies. It
is not much different now. Christ tried

to change this way of living. ¥e wanted

to make people happy, and there are no
happy haters. “But I say unto you, Love
your enemies, bless them that eurse you,
do good to them that hate you, and pray
Lor them which despitefulty use you, and
persecute you” “For if ye love them
which love you, what reward have yef
do not oven the puhlicane the same?”

Educafors have various tests and meas-
urements by whieh they attempt to meas-
ure men, We are inelined fo measure
men by their heads, but God measures
men by their hearts, With God it is not
a question of degrees or letters, Jt i3 o
question of love. The more a man loves
his fellow men—actually loves them—
the bigger he iz in God’s sight.

I often think of our greatest sin, Tt
it not murder, adultery, stealing, or any
of these ugly sing, “The inhumanity of
man toward man ig our greatest sin.’—
Gospel Workers, p. 140. .

It iz had enough when we go on day
by day without extending a helping
hand to those about us. We miss a great
blesging., But to go out of our way to
make it hard for someone, is our great-
est gin.

Thers is will

nothing that hring

1
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greater happiness to your own sgoul than
a practical application of the golden
rule. “All things whatsoever ye would
that men should do to you, do ye even

80 to them.” You always get baek more

than you give.
It was the late Billy Sunday who said,

“Cagt your bread upon the waters, and

it will come back to you butiered.”
—M., L. Bice.

Ingathering Experiences

“DuriNg ginging band one night two
solicitors left a house affer receiving an

" offering. The lady of the house appeared

. One of the singers noticed her

. that one of her soms was very sick.

50 interested she did mot close the door
but walked out onr the lawn and listened.
and
stepped up to speak to her. The lady
asked whether they were the same ones
who were there about a yedar before, and
shs was informed they were the same
people. Then she sald that when the
group had eome around the year before
He
was impressed with the singing and re-
quested them to sing another song for
him, which they were kind enough fo
sing—the song being ‘Love Lifted Me.
The mother’s heart was especially
touched, because she knew her son had
not heen experiencing mueh of a Christian
experience. But ghe said that before her
son passed away, Wluch was just a few
days afterward, he had given his heart
to Christ and was happy in his Saviour.
While he still had a little strength, he
would try fo sing that somg which the
singing band bad sung for him. The man
talking to her then gave this mother the

: address of our chureh, and she promised

to attend. It seems her family physician
is one of our doetors. They are very hope-
ful that this dear soul will see the Light
of the truth and join the echureh.’—
P.U.C. Misstonary Chollenger.

“Ag we started on our first field day,

- we had prayer, asking God fo give us

souls and funds for Him. In my first
hlock a very pleasant little lady opcned
the door wide and asked me to step in.
After T had given my canvass ghe said,
T want to give you five dollars, Can
you change this ten? “So sorry, I dom

- have the change, but is there Somo place

near wheve I can get it changed ¥’ In my
heart I thanked the Lord she trusted me
with her ten dolars, ag she handed it to
me and told me of a store clogse by. In
a short time I was back with the ten dol-
lars in change, Then I asked her to sign
her name and the amount on my soliei-
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tor’s card, After geeing the card she
asked, ‘Are you a Seventh-day Advent-

ist9’ T was happy to say that I was. Then -

T noticed she seemed greatly moved.
She told me her mothor was a Seventh-
day Adventizt. I gave her a hearty hand-
shake. By that time ghe was in t{ears,
She then told me of her som, who was
ezusing her much grief. 1 suggested that
we pray about it, and together we had a
blessed momont of prayer. Before leav-
ing I invited her te Sabbath schoel and
church. She promised to come, and
seemed very happy about it. I will keep
in touch with her and hope io give her
Bible gtudies soon,”—Wisconsin Ingath-
ering News.
oW
How to Read the Bible

Resp the Bible, not 43 a newspaper,
but as a home letter.
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If a cluster of heavenly f{ruit hangs
within reach, gather it,

If a promisc lies upon the page as a
blank cheel, cash it.

If a prayer is recorded, appropriatfe it,
and launch it as a feathered arrow from
the bow of your desire.

If an example of holiness gleams be-
fore you, ask God to do as mueh for you.

If the truth is revealed in all its intrin-
gic splendor, entreat that its brillianee
may ever irradiate the hemisphere of
your life like a star.—F., B, MrEYER.

W

MacOBEYNE, the Scottish preacher,
once said to some friends, “Do you think
Christ will eome tonight$” One after an-
other they said, “I think not” When all
had given this answer, he solemnly re-
peated the text, “The Son of man comeih
at an hour when ye think not.”—SAvEs.

v
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March 6

EXPERIENCES WITH THE
“BIGNS”

“Lur the reddemed of the Lord sayso.”
God’s promise i1s: “And I will bless thee,
. and thou shalt be a blessing.” There
are many examples of the fulfillment of
these promises. Here are a few pages
from human experiences which prove the
truthfulness of God's Word.

A group of passengers erowded .to-
gether on the lower deck of a hoat that
plied the oeean bhetweeh two large is-
lands, as & cenfral fignre read aloud
from the weekly Signs of the Times
This incident passed jnst as another
event of the day, but months later a
newly baptized member told how he had
been led to comsider his ways and finally
brought into the baptismal class by hear-
ing a stlanger read the Signs of the
Times magazine on a boat.

Yeoars passed without any results as &

faithful member in Canada sent the
Canadign Signs to a family, They con-
tinued sending this silent worker, believ—
ing Glod’s promise—"'My word . , Sghall

not return unto Me vold.” One da,y the*

postman delivered a letter telling of an-
other vietory for Christ—a new family
to work for others. Beeause this new con-
vert had so recently had a living experi-
ence of the goul-winning Signs, he re-
sponded to the invitation fo sponsor one
hundred subseriptions to the message-
filled Signs to evangelize his village.

A nucteus for a strong chureh in a
lomely village,
never set foot, was found by a colpor-
teur, Family after family told of how
the regular vigit of the Signs had opened
to them the blessed story, another evi-
dence that this gospel shall reach every

where a minister had.

ke b et e e B e i e e e e i,

honest in heart. The Signs is a God-
given means of hastening the second
coming of our Redeemer. Yes, the Signs
wins gouls under the Dlessing of the
Holy Spirit.

“Liet the redeemed of the Lord say so”
by investing in Signs subscriptions, Use
it -to follaw every spark of interest and
experience the thrill of sow! winning.
The Leord will bless you, and you will
bless others.

C. M. CrawTorD, Cireulation Manager
of Canadian “Signs of the Times”

Maxch 18

REACHING OUR FOREIGN-BORN
NEIGHBORS NOW

“Tug King’s business requireg hagte,”
Hagte is the watchword of our times, To
the people of God who have been en-
trusted with the giving of the message
of a soom-eoming- Christ fo a dying
world, haste should be of ntmost impor-
tance,

A Lutheran pastor of Norway said a
few years ago to one of our eolportenrs,
“You Adventists have the truth and the
message for this time. Do not tire! Gao
upon all the highways and proelaim thig
truth and win many souls, Hurry!”

We must be in a real hurry fo give the
Advent megsage to the many millions of
foreign-speaking people of North Amer-
ica. If we Delieve that Christ is coming
in this gemeration, how can we be apa-
thetiec to the spiritual needs of those who
in the providence of God have come to
our shores and who may be our next-door
neighbors? Members of the same races
to whom we are sending misgionaries and
millions of dollars of mission funds are
living right among us. Ameriea is one of
the - greatest mission fields on earth.
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What & challenge to us! Without travel-
ing thousands of miles we can get to a
foreign ficld. We live right in it.

“Wake up, wake up, my brethren and
sigters, and enter the fields in Ameriea
that have never becn worked, After you
have given somcthing for foreign ilelds,
do nol think your duty done, Thers is a
work to be done in foreign fields, but
there iz a work fo be dono in America
that is just as hnportant. In the cities
of Ameriea there are people of almost
every language. These need the light:that
God has given to Hig chureh,—-Testimo-
nies, vol. 8, p. 6.

Here are a few wmore thoughta laken
from the writings of the messeager of
od. “There has been a slothful neglect
and a eriminal wunbelief among us asg a
people, which has kept us back from
doing the work God has left us to do in
letting our light shine forth to those of
other nations.”—ZLife Sketches, p. 213.

4} have been shown that, as a people,
we have been asleep as to our duty in
vegard fo getting the Yight before those
of other nations.”—Ibid., p. 212

One of the most cffective ways in
which we ean develop more interest in
and for ouwr foreign-speaking neighbors
is the organization of home foreign
bands in our churches. Every echurch lo-
eated in a distriet where there are many
people whose mother tongne is not Eng-
tish should have such bands. The best
methods conld be studicd on how to reach
these our wveighbors. We could study
about their respective customs, veligion,
peculiarities, and necds. We have litera-
ture in mnost of these foreign languages.
Our Book and Bible Houses will gladly
supply a list of available literature.

A systematic visit from house fo house
with our tracts and magazines will soon
open the eyes of many of our members
to the wonderful opportunities and possi-
hilitics thal are open before us in this
needy branch of God’s work,

“But the stranger that dwelleth with
vou shall be unto you ag one horn among
vou, and thou shalt love him as thyself”
Lev, 19:34. E. J., Lornts.

oo
March 20

GIVING THE MESSAGE THROUGH
NEWSPAPERS

Arrmouell we often speak of “getfing
Adventists into the news” and “publiciz-
ing Adventist aetivities,” we need fo re-
mind owurselves of the true purpose of
our church press program. Like all ferms
of evangelism, chareh news reporting has
the one great purpose of lifting up
Christ before the world and announcing
His imminent rcturn,

Because the chureh reporter cannot use
full-grown sermons ag the public or radio
evangelist does, he must find a legs direer
approach which meets newspaper requive-
ments. Thus it ig possible to losc sight of
this objective. Never 1ot it be forgotten,
however, that all the Adventist news we
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are go happy to see in the nowspapers is
to call attention not to individuals but to
the Dbeliefs they hoid.

Beeause news is made up of people and
what they are doing, successful church
publicity must he concerned with the
activities of the members, But such
stories ean be the means of directing
newspaper readers to the standards and
Deliefs responsible for these activities.

And our church reporting program is
doing just that through the seeular press,
which reaches milliong of people. A quick
glanee through the clipping file at the

- Burean of Press Belations of the General

Conference turng up scores of news
stories that reflect our heliefs.

An Item in Newsweel packs informa-
tion about the seventh-day Sabbath, the
gsecond coming of Christ, the number of
members, and ot total offerings inte a
few short lnes.

Elder McElhany tells an Adventist an-
dience in Los Angelés that “only the
Advent of Christ, which we are convineed
will be soon, can put an end to the
world’s chaotie condition,” and is quoted
not only in the city papers there, but
through the wire services, in newspapers
throughount California.,

An evangelist preaches in Philadelphia

~on the propkecy of Daniel 2 and is

quoted in large city papers from coast to
coast.

The press burean sends out a release
about the Thirteenth SBabbath Offering,
or the Bible-reading program, or the
opening of Adventist schools, Humdreds
of chureh press seerctaries take the siory
to their editors and soon ¢lippings from
many localities begin to pour in.

These are’ only a few scattered exam-
ples of the way the puble press is heing
used te multiply the words of the
preacher and bring them to the attention
of millions who have never been inside
an Adventist church.

Bul this far-reaching program depends
in a large degree upon ths appoiniment
of enthusiastie, energetic chureh press
secretaries who have the support of every

~member, Ouly thus can we reack out into

the newgpapers in every community with
the message we believe and love,

Be sure your churech has an active
press secretary thiz year, and then co-
operate with him by notifying him well
in advance of every setivity plaimed.
One person cannot keep track of every-
thing that is done in all depariments of
the churyeh, With that kind of press pro-
gram your church can be ng a light set
in the midst of youwr community.

J. R. FERREN.

Marxch, 1948

March 27

PUBLICIZING SABBATH AND
SUNDAY NIGHT MEETINGS

WoeN the Lord said thvough Isaiah,
“Blessed are ye that gow boside all
walers,” it is unmlikely that Ile meant
only the sowing of the seed of truth in
the hearts of those wlo sit within chureh
walls. For overy person who comes to a
ehurch gervice or. evangelisiic meeting
there are n thousand whe do not come,
because they have not been invited, be-
cause they arve prejudiced against ehurch
attendance; or because they are indiffer-
ent to spiritual things, ‘

But these we must reach too before we

can congider the gospel commission fully
obeyed, One vory effective means of at- -

tracting the attention and inlerest of
these millions is through the columns of
the newspapers, which are wide open to
us on the simple éondition that we Jearn
to prepare material that meets newspa-
per standards.

The good effects of Sabbath sermons
and ovangelistie lectures can be multi-
pled a thousandfold if as wuch thought
ig given to the vast unseen aundience who
ean be reached through the newspapers
as is given to the few hundred who actu-
ally hear the germon, It is impogsible, of
course, to have an entire sermon printed
in the papers, and if iy were possible, it
would be undesirable, becausc people
are too busy to read long articles, hut
editors are glad to print striking state-
ments made by Adventist speakers. By
that iz mot meant sensational writing,
The gimple statement of what we bhelieve
has power %o impress those who are hon-
estly seeking truth. By learning to take
from a sermon a few scntenees that will
cateh the eye and impress the mind,
workers and church members are bring-
ing the mesgsage to thousands who have
no other knowledge of ouwr faith,

Think of the possibilities for warning
the world of the events just hefore us if
every time a Seventh-day Adventist min-
ister speaks of the “sceond eoming,” he

were quoted in the loeal newspaper, even -

if nothing more than the facl that Christ
is coming soon were reported.

This kind of sced sowing will bring a
harvest heyond anything ws have yot
seen, for the curiogity and interest gen-
erated by such statcments will lead peo-
ple to seck further information,

The Geuneral Conference Pross Rela-
tions Bureaw has prepared simple in-
gtructiong for writing nowspaper stories
that editors will weleome, for no one
should try {0 do this work without first
learning how to do it effectively. Church
members should take care to select one
of their number whe is willing to learn
the technique of news reporting and to
be responsible for a continuous, well-
planned publicity program. We are
deeply concerned that every Adventist
church shall be a center from which light
and truth shall go out, not only through
the personal contaets of the pastor and
members, but to a far wider extent
through the wonderfully effective mo-
dizm of mowspaper evangelism.

HArLeny T, Sarreor.,

‘kA“.‘L

\
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Regularity in the School
Child’s Program

The Planted Seed

THEsy are my children, Lord, I bring them
ow

Theirs is o virgin soll for me 1o plow,

And in the garden of each leart, deay Lord,

I stpop and planl the sceds of Thy dear
Word.

Oh, let no burrowing thing destroy these
TO0tS |

No wild thing choke the Mtile tender shoots ;

No evil worm lay eges within the core

Of the good fruit, buf dear Lord, more and
more

Tncrease the havvest, watli full and free,

They bring their lives’ rich offering lo Thee.

Lord, help me plani the good seed straight
and frue,

Thig s my fask, 'tis all that I can deo.

~-GRACE NOLL CROWELL.
(Used by permission.)

Notes to Leadors

In the spring of the year we plant
good seed in order to reap a fine harvest
in the fall. Tn the spring of a child’s life
parents and teachers plant the seed that
will bring forth havvest at the journey’s
end. Regularily is one of the sceds that
needs to be planted carly and cullivated
carefully, The programn for this month,
dealing with this very topie, is, therefore,
of great importance,

The first article ({he leader docs not
need to follow the same order in the
meeting in which the articles appear
here) diseusses from various angles the
neeessity of regularity im school attend-
ance, In {he same manner in which this
article has been devcloped let there be
several swappy five-minute talks on reg-
ularity in meals, slocp, study, exercise,
and worship, which are equally impor-
iant to the gchool ehild. Such a program
of regularity will also make the mother’s
work run smoothly and will keep the en-
tire family happier.

By having more people take part in
the program giving short pointed folks,
the meeting will be zestful with variety
{each speaker hasg lhis own way of pre-
senting a subject which avoids the mo-
notony of one long talk), and the at-
inereased, Following

who wmight desire help in doveloping

thoughis on some of the above-mentioned

topies,
Regularity in Worship.—“Fathers and
mothers, however pressing your business,

“ do not fail to gather your family around

God's altar”—Ministry of IMlealing, p.
303. “In every family therce shounld be a
fixed {ime {or morning and evening wor-
ship.?—Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 43. The
two chapters from which -these -quota-
tions were taken are packed with inspira-
tional material, Family worship is the
duty and privilege of every pavenl.

’

Where a definile time is set, cach mem-
ber of the family can plan his morning
dnties to meet that time, and thus neo
minutes are lost waiting for one another,
The father of a family in a mission field
began family worship promptly at seven
each morning with a song. The mother
planned her work sn that there was.noth-
ing in the kitchen {hat needed her atten-
tion at that time, and the children did
ot begin any task that could not be fin-
ished before seven, for all knew that at
seven everyone stepped inte the living
room for worship, So regular were the
morning devotions begun that the neigh-
bor remarked that he could set hig wateh
by the time the singing began next door,
Why is this regularity so necessary to the
school ¢hild? It fortifies him with a
strength that he eammot obtain in any
other way; it starts him on a program of
regularity. In the time of guiet reading
the Lord can powr out His blessing and
fill the soul with peace, love, kindness,
forgiveness, earnesfness, and many other
attributes that made a long list. How
fortunate the child that goes to sehool
fortified with such power, for God prom-
ises to the student of Mis Word, a mind
expanded, elevated, and ennobled.

Regularity in  Ewxereise~—“Continued
inactivity is ome of the greatest cauges
of debility of body and feebleness of
mind, Many are sick who ought to be in
very good health, and thus in possession
nf one of the richest blessings they could
enjoy.’—Ibid., vol. 2, pp. 523, 524. “The
blood is not enabled 1o expel the mpuri-
ties as il would if acfive cireunlation were
indueed by exercise.”—Ibid, p. 520, In
contrast we have the adinonition, “When
we overfax owr strength, ‘and become ex-
hausted, we are liable to fake eold.”--
Thid., vol, 3, p. 13, Regular exercise ex-
pands the chest, strongthens the museles,
gives relief te the diseased stomach, per-
fects aetion of the heart, quickens the
cireulation of the blood, aids digestiom,
gives a healthful glow to the skin, jnvig-
orates the mind, and siremgthens the
Yivor, kidueys, and lungs fo perform their
work and inerease the vitality. These and
many othor benefitd are found in the
chapter on “Exercise and Air,” in vol-
ume 2, pages 522589, Do the children
rush home to spend hours by the Tadio
lstening to harmful tales, when they
ought to be filling their lungs with fresh
air after having been in the classroom all
day? This {opie eould also include the
one on regularity in performing tasks
about the home.

Regulaniy in Meals—“Regularity in
eating ig of wital importance. There
should be a specified time for each meal.”
~—Counsels on Diet and Foods, p. 179.
“Children are gemnerally untauwght in re-
gard fo the Importance of when, how,
and what they shouid eat, They are per-

4

mitted to indulge their tastes freely, to
eat at all hours, to help themselves to
fruit when it tempts their eye, and this,
with the pie, cake, broad and butter, and
sweetmeats caten almost econstantly,
makes them gormands and dyspepties,”
—Ibid., p. 181, There is a wealth of ma-
terial in the chapters “Regularity in Eat-
ing,” pages 173-182, and “Diet In Child-
hood,” pages 225-247 in this same book.
Make a list of the rmwany benefits and
blessings that come to the family where
meals are served regularly. The one des-
ignated to stedy these two chapters will
indeed be richly blessed, and it will give
Lhim great joy to shave it with others.

Regularity in Study.—*“Care must be
given to the proper regulation of study.”
—Fundomentals of Ohristian Education,
p. 60. Parents who are concerned about
the child’s character, as well as his sue-
cess in schopl, will sec that he has a
regular time and place for stwdy, that
nothing interferes with his homework
preparation. They can prevent failove in
schoolwork by builling up good home
study habits, by developing in hun the
evening gtudy habit. The parent can con-
sider his part of the program & success
when, without a word from him, the child
each evemng at a regular howr goes to
his studies,

Again this month we have another re-
port card for parents. Make a gincere
effort to have & copy for every parent so
that he can take it home to study, to
analyze, and to grade himgelf.

May many a parent and child be
greatly benefited from the study of this
month’s timely {opie.

Aransrra J. MooRE.

Regularity in School Attendance

BY MRS, L. H, CERYISTYIAN

HapiTs are our masters or our serv-
ants, our friends or owr enemics, They
help or hinder our taking right attitudes,
aceclerato and elarify, or retard and
eloud our thinking. They waste or save
time, deplete or conserve energy, and de-
cide our future destiny,

Habits reach into the physical, mental,
social, and religious flelds as well as into
that part of our environment for which
we are responsible,

Is it your habit to rise at 6:30% If it
really is, then when 6:30 comes, there is
no argument between a contrary desire
and your plan; that was settled long
ago. In faet, you are not conscious of a
contrary desire.

Ts it your habit promptly to attack
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any problem that comes your way, and
work earnestly until you have found the
best possible selution? If so, when a
hard problem presents itself, you waste
no time in procrastination, no energy in
faultfinding or critieizing your lot; you
attack the problem with energy and pur-
sue it to a satisfactory comelusion. Thus
did the pioneers, the inventors, and all
the great of all time,

Not talking in the church, being eour-
teoug, holpful, truthful, fair, neat,
prompt, self-reliant are all matters of
training in right' habits and will put
wings on the shoulders, in contrast to the
ball and chain that wrong habits put on
the feet.

We all have habits, good ones and bad
ones, We cannot live without habits, for
if we lacked them, them overy day we
wenld have to relearn everything we
know and do, except those things given
us by instinct. Until our habits are se-
curely formed we have continually to
fight the battle befween wrong desire or
poor performance and duty or good per-
formance. Wrong desire says, “That’s
good enough.” “Let Jack do it.” “Temor-
row is scon enough”’ “What’s the use?”
or “That isn’t my lookout.” While Duty
at cach pause says, “You can and ought,
and why don’t you do i now¥’

It is easy to see that the formation of
right habits ig one of the most important
functions of Yife. I believe it iz the most
important. It is the job of the home, the
school, and the church %o aid every
ageney that is engaged in such function.

In the building of eorrcet habits one
of ths most important things is to allow
no break in training—let there be no ex-
emptions if it is possible to avoid them.
The habit being formed must beeome the
regular thing.

One very important habit for any
child who is in school is regularity of
attendanee. Bome parents feel that ir-
regularity in this matter makes ne dif-
ference, and they let many little things
unnecessarily interrupt the ehilds at-
tendance al school. This is a mistake,
Why?

First, he misses the new things pre-
sonted during hisz absence.

Second, it makes it hard for the
teacher., She must keep in mind the
peints missed, and present them anew.
This requires timo, thought, and energy
from one who is usually overworked; and
no child has the right, for a trivial rea-
som, to require such attention. When the
abaence is unavoidable mno true teacher
will spare herself but will willingly and
gladly give of her time and thought.

March, 1948 °
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Ever stop to think, parents, that what
you do at home has lots to do with son’s
or daughter’s siecess at school? In thig
third quiz in the serles (“Helping Child

Soclally,” August, 1947; “Home Rela-
tionships,” November, 1947) our neted -
authoritics om young people’s problems
check you to see whether you ave being
a help or a hindrance to teacher. !

Angwer each question with one of theso words.

Never Sometimes +
Always Often
Rarely Tsually ‘
Be honest with yourself.
Study: Po You—
1, Provide Bill and Joan with a quiet nook for home study? o ..
2, Help them arrange a time gchedule for homework® . ... S 4
3. Interrupt them when they are studying?
4. Let them neglect homework? . . S
5. Expeet marks heyond their ability? . L
School: Do You— >

6. Insist that they get to school on time? ... ...

7. Encourage co-operation with teachers and elassmates? .
8. Allow them to object to courses they are taking? ..
9. Induce them to settle their own scheel problems? -
10. BEmeourage them to be critical of their teachers® .. . __
11, Inspire them fo think their school is fops? .. e
12, Help them adjust to the realities of schoel Mfe? .. . . .

Home: Do You—

13, Pamper them at home, so they’re spoiled brats at sehool? ... _ ..
14, Help them overcome their fear of examipations? .
15, Worry about how well they will do at exam {ime? ._______
16. Act as quizmaster during exam cerams when requestod? . -
17. BExpect performance of houschold duties as well as homework? .. ...

Finances: Do You—

18, Give them an allowance sufficient fo cover school activities? .. ... .
19, Try, within your means, to have them appear as well as their classimates? ...
20, Bxpeet them to work part time while geing to school?

For your grade turn to page 46
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Third, hard as it is for the {cacher, it
ig harder for the pupil. e has a feeling
of strangenegs and logs when he returms.
It is more difficultto keep his mind on
hig Jessons, There has been a break in the
formation of habit, and he must over-
eome inertia before he can get into his
routine again. If it happens that he is
frequently absent, his inertia becomes
stronger than his drive to study, and
then he begins 1o dislike sekool or his
teacher or both, and very often ends up
a fallure and a migAt, with some quirk
in his personality that makes adjustment
to Life diffienlt. -

Fourth, the child is likely to build
wrang attitudes toward the importance
of the things that caused lis abgence, In
other words, his sense of relative values
is not being given the right direetive;
and it is very important that he learn to
put first things first.

Tifth, regularity in scheol attendance
could and should be a habif, because it
may and has developed a sense of re-
sponsibility toward his job to have a
child feel the mecessity for such regular-
ity,

I remember a lad who was attending
a children’s summer scheol. It was his
first sehool, and he was most eager to
come, His birthday came during the ses-
sion, and his grandmother was acens.
tomed to taking bhim for a birthday ride
on the internrban to a near-by city. This
trip was a great treat and was long an-
tieipated. But when his grandmother
came to get him om that special morning,
hig father said, “Boys who are old
enough to go to school are old encugh to
attend to their own business, and sehool
iy your business, son.” The Yoor little
chap was later found sitting on the floor
in the corner of his bedreom fighting it
out with himself.

His teacher, being informed of the cir-
cumstances, placed a hirthday eard on
his desk, which pleased him very muech.
“Bo you didn’t go with yowr grandma
today ¥’ queried the teacher, .

“No,” he said, “hoys who are old
enough to go te school are old enough to
attend to business, and school ig my busi-
ness.” That boy was being traiped in a
sense of responsibility and being fitted
to meet eonditions in Life.

You may say his father was hard. He
wasn’t. He was one of the kindest of
men, but he knew the sense of responsi-

_bility eould be developed through the

habit of regularity. Valuable attitudes
were also being developed. Lest you feel
too sorry for the little fellow, T’ tell
you that the father so planmed his own

The Church Ofﬁcers" Gﬁzette

work that efter school ke tock the boy
on an interurban trip that both satisfied
and delighted him; and it was a surprise
trip, and not ome offered as am induce-
ment “to tend to hiz business.”

Observe closely to sce what habits you
are helping your children form. Be sure
that there is consistency in carrying
them through to completion; avoid
breaks in training. Remember that the
habits we form decide our destiny, and
are, therefore, more important than even
natural endowments.

Watch the habits! And be sure that
regularity in scheool attendance is one
that 18 formed.

v

As a Parent Sees Tt
BY LORRAINE A. WHITE

Butne a parent and directing a house-
hold along lines of order and system has
always been a task in any age, but par-
tieularly is it a task today. We owe it
to owr children to spend fime thinking,
planuting, and ultimately solving this
problein of ovderly home schedules. The
universe proves, with.a thousand silent
voices, that God is a God of supreme
order. Then eertainly system must be

‘part of God’s requirement in building

character. “Order is heaven’s first law.”
~-Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 801,

The young years in our children’s lives
certainly set the design for the entire
pattern of maturity. If we inculeate into
their minds a time for work, a time for
play, a time for meals, and a time for
rest, they will accept it, and will not
constantly be attemypting to put off tasks
they do mot prefer. Tt is far casier on
their nervouss systems to know in advanee
what is planned.

There are tlree special ways in which
this directly affeets our childrew’s lives.
First, from the standpeint of health, sec-
ond, from the social viewpoini, and
third, from the spiritual agpect.

First, wo certainly must admit, if we
are honest, that system in our homes aids
our children’s health. Meals at regular
times, the heavy and light meals always

at the same time of day, the same time

each day for rest periods, certain tasks
for each child to do in the home, and a
certain time for fun—these all pave the
way for health and a smooth-runnmg
houschold, Certainly all children are ben-
efited by a rest period during the day.
All mental activity is hemefited by it
alse. Qur world is on such fension that
just being alone and guiet is a blessing,
and, if we add to that relaxation and fo
that regularity, we surely can expect our
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children to be more healthy. As soon as
any child gefs accustomed to having,
gay, a thirfy-minute rest period every
day on returning from school, or a glass
of orange juice, he will adjust his think- .
ing to it even if at the outset it is wot
completely to his liking, If it is dome
from infancy up, it is far casier.

Second, from a social point of view
we handieap our children immeasurably
if we do not aid them in learning the
homely lesson of grder during their
chilihood. There is no professiom, bhusi-
ness, or trade that they ean enter, in
which system is not & watchword for
guceess, Along with system always goes
the remarkable ability to look ahead, to
grasp opportunities.

Order—system—is a great asset to
any child in his mental thinking. If there
is a pattern or {design im his common
tasks, there will be the same type in his
mental pursuits, Children lesrn by exam-
ple. What & handieap we offer them when
we refuse to live planned lives.

Life offers us all a thousand interrup-
tiong, but if we ag parents set a goal,
God will help us steer arcund these in-
terruptions and conquer. Each family
must work out its particular problems,
A child becomes frustrated by rushing
madly at his tasks, by always being be-
hind schedule and out of step with what
he iz suppesed to accomplish. Just as
truly does he feel a sense of self-reliance
if he is able to accomplish his tasks and
see a goal reached” Elbert Hubbard tells
ug that as lovers live to make themselves
necessary to each other, so a great
maother or a great teacher lives to make
herself unmecessary to her children and
gtudents. That is true unselfishness. In
other words, we must feach our clildren
te be orderly and gystematic, not just

* when we are waftching and planning for

them, hut without a word from us, with-
out even a suggestion from uws. That is
truly developing self-reliance, which Mrs,
E. G. White says is one of the two great
objects of discipline.

Third, our children’s spiritual advance-
ment is hindered and made almost im-
possible, or it is accelerated and made
comparatively easy by the degree of gelf-
digeipline we help them to praetice, Tt
isn’t usnally easy for the young fo he
orderly, to be systematie; it iz some-
thing they must be tamght. “Disorder
and untidiness in daily doties will lead
to forgetfulness of God, and te keeping
the form of godliness in a profesgion of
faith, having losi the reality.”—TIbid.,
vol. 6, p. 171 “Unless corrected with
perseverance and resclution, they will
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everecnme the student, for time and for
eternity.”—Ibid., p. 170,

Again we see that only he who hag
learned the immense value of the small-
est tasks of life knows what God means
by building eharacter. The ovder, the
regularity, of our everyday, eommon
tagsks are the X rays of our true selves,

Although scehedules are execellent we
mudt not forget that everything eam be
overdone—schedules ineluded. We must
net try to be automatons or make our
children into them. In our schedules we
must leave eracks s¢ our ehildren can
have that uncxpeeted bit of fun with us,
or that Nttle talk at just the right time,
or take eave of an outside interruption
without upsetting 2all the rest of the day.
A gchedule is not a good schedule with-
out gome elastieity.

As parents let us resolve to give our
ehildren every healthful, soeial, and spir-
itual advantage by setting befove them
the example of regular, orderly, calm
lives, which they ean pattern” after in
this life and be grateful for throughout
efernity,

How May Regularity Be
Obtained?

LET vy take, for example, regularity in
sleep. There 18 undislurbed rest and a
restoration of vitality and strength if
the ehildren are put to hed at regular
hours, The wlele next day’s program is
upset if the child goes to bed late, then
gets up late the following morning and
then has to be hurried off to sehool. Moat
parents recognize the importanee of
sleep, but fail to achieve its regularity.

Tho c¢hild should go to bed by the
clock, not by the mother’s tongue. The
time he should retire hasg to Dbe deter-
mined by hig school program. Omee the
best time is agreed upon hy hoth parent
and ehild, he should then be expeeted to
assume the Tesponsibility of sending
himself to bed on time. There should be
no remarks like these: “I think it is time
for you te go to bed now.” “You ought
to be in bed by now.” “Now go te bed at
ones.” All that parents should need to
do 8 to observe the child, look at the
cloek, and see how well the child obeys,
The firat delinquence of a minute should
be called to the child’s attention, and he
ghould know at once what the repetition
of guch an offense will mean. The parent
will say, “There is the clock; you know
what it says. You know the penalty, Take
your choiee.” Hle goes of his own aeeord.
He enjoys the suggested setf-respeet and
independence. He is learning valuable
habits for future success. The same pro-
eedure can be followed for regularity in
getting up in the morning and in getting
off to gehool on time. There never need
be said .over and over again, “Now
hurry, or you will be late.” AT M

 the aetivities
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A Major Health Problem

BY M. WINIFRED MCCORMACK, R.N.

Tur provision of adequate and regu-
lar rest and sleep for the child is one of
the major health problems which must be
faced by parents of sehoel childrem. A
plan for providing adequate rest must bo
worked out by the parent, rather than by
the sehool, As T have had eopportunify to
work in our clementary sehools and talk
with the teachers regarding the health
condition of the pupils, I find that ome
of the most frequent questions asked Iis
this, “What can-we do to ensure suffi-
cient rest for the children, so that they
will be alert and able to get the most
out of their sehool program?” In urban
aread we are particularly likely to find
that a ¢hild’s program of rest s irregu-
lar and inadequate. With rare exceptions
school ehildren should hot take parf in
gocial aetivities during the sehool week.
‘We must realize that a tired child is
likely to be a dull and irritable ehild, and
will not get the most out of his sehool-
work, Many problems of diseipline eould
be avoided if regular and suffieient peri-
ods of rest were provided for the ehild.

Every parent should review the eve-
ning program with an ides of determin-
ing whether or not it is possible for the
children of that home to have regolar
and adequate honra of rest.

The following fable indieates the
gmeunt of sleep needed by the school
child of various agoe groups.

6-7 yoars 12 hours

810 « 11 i
1112« 10-11  «
13-15 € 1()"12 13
16-18  « 810 o«

This, of course, applies to the average
¢hild, and it must be recognized that
some children will need more than the
gmount indiecated. This is particelarly
true of the boy or girl who has recently
had an illness, who is growing rapidly,
or who is of a nervous temperament.
After a eertain hour in the evening
of the home ghould be
such as to make it possible for the child
to have quiet hours of rest. In some in:
stances reorgantzation of the family ac-

tivities may be necessary in order (o

meet this partieular need of growing
ehildren. .

Beeause of the cxeessive pressure un-
der whieh everyone, imeluding ehildren,
must worlk in this age, it is partieularly
necesgary that we, in this last hour of
carth’s history, give eareful eousidera-
tion te ways of eonserving nervous en-
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“ergy. When we realize that onc ouf of
every two hospital beds in the United
States is oceupied by a mental or nerv-
ous patient, we ean bhetter understand
the effeect on the health of the individual
who lives on an aceclerated program.
From the birth of their child parents
should realize that he must live in a so-
ciety whielh places great stress on the
emotional and nervous encrgy of its
members, and should, therefore, take
every precaution to provide a happy,
sereme, quiet home life for his develop-
ment.

The respongihility of providing rest is
largely a home yproblem, but the elemen-
tary sehool meeds to plan short periods
of relaxation and play during the day
with at least one period for rest. A ten-
to-fifteen-minute poriod during which the
children are permitted to place their
heads on their desks for coinplete relax-
ation will go a long way teward meeting
the children’s need for rest during the
day. A quist story or the playing of soft
mugie after the noon reecegs will put the
ehildren in the right frame of mind for
sueh a pertod of rest.

T eannot too strongly urge the impor-
tanec of eaeh parent’s giving careful
study to the matter of sufficient regular
rest for the sehool ehild.

Report Card for Paremnts
(Angwers to quiz on page 44)

1. Usually 11, Often

2. Often 12, Often

3. Rarely 13. Never

4. Rarely 14, Often

8. Nover 15, Rarely

6, Always 16, Often

7. Always 17. Often

8. Bometimes 18. TUsually

9. Often 19, Always
10. Never 20, Sometimes

Score 5 for caeh question answered

with proper word (or one almost like
it), Tf, in apite of all your excuses, you
don’t make over 70 per eent, yon're a
menate to your young one’s suceess atg
school. Between 75-90 per cent, better
study the ones you missed to sec whether
you are nogleeting ways to help them. Tf
your seore iy 95-100 per cent, you’re the
parents for whom teachers give fervent
thanksl—DBetter Homes and Gardens,
May, 1947, Used by permission,

P

WaT God s doing in this world is mak-
ing men aad women; and when He puts a
child In the cradie, He says, You may help
Me.—TLix2aN ABBoTD.

L

Breng religion is to be interwoven with
ail we do or say.—COh#ist’s Objeet Legsons,
.D. 849,
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Our Foreign Missions

These pages provide interesting and heipful material for church elders and confer-
ence workers in promoting foreizn missfon work, and may be used on the second Sah-
bath of each month when the church offering for missions s taken,
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Visits to Japan and Korea

BoAT passage was seeured from Ma-
nila to Shanghai. After a short delay in
Shanghai plane transportation took us to
Tolkyo on June 19. From tho plane as we
flew over Japan, we could observe some
of the desiruction wrought by war. City
after city was in ruing. The plane, flying
at a low altitude, circled twiece over the
first city to experience the atomic homb,

\_ﬁI—Iuoshlma, onee a busy metropolis on

e

the Inlahd Sea, now is a witness to the
atfulness of modern warfare; The spot
where our ehnrch once stood could be
loeated. The building is gone, but God,
in His protecting providence, had guided
the members to the country before that
fatal day, and nons of our faithful mem-
bers perighed. Kobe, once a busy scaport,

ig also in ruins, There our chureh build--

ing and elinie were destroyed, and the
members scattered. Tokyo, the eapital of
the nation, suffered severely, Ome can
ride for miles across the city and see
nothing hwt ruing, Sowme have built small
shelters out of whatever material they
could find. Everywhere the peopie are
planting gardens in an endeavor to raise
something to eat. There are no restau-
rantg in Tokyo where you can buy a
meal. You eithor carry food with you or
eat at home, .

Five of our chwrch buildings weve de-
stroyed in Japan during the war—Tokyo
Centrai, Yokohama, Kobe, Hiroshima,
and Kagoshima. Fortunately the baiid-
ings at the wnion headquarters were not
barned. No repairs have been made dur-
ing the war years, and the buildings are

" greatly damaged by leaking roofs, neg-

Tect, and laeck of paint, The publishing
plant, umnion mission offices, and the
school wero oceupied by others. Our
workers were sent to jail, churches dis-
banded, and members scattered. Most of
the mission property was sold by the gov.

" erhment.

Our readers will be glad to kuow that
all these properties have boen vacated
and returned fo our mission. Mueh re-
pair work and rchuilding are necessary.
Work has started on the sanitarium
building, and it should be ready to open
by September.

We traveled by plane to Seoul, where
we spent a week, This city did not suffer
from bombing; nevertheless, war years
have left their marks. Our members suf-
fered much during the war. All our
buildings in Seoul are again oceupied by
the mission, Under the leadership of Le-
land Mitchell and James Lee consider-
able has been done to repair the build-
ings. The publishing house is again in
operation, The sanitarium is filled with
patients, and the clinic, now condueted
at the sanitarium instead of in the cily
as formerly, is keeping the staff busy.

By special providence coal has been se-
cured for the winter for the sanitarium
at Seoul. Much material for building has
been made available at a nominal price.

 8pace does not permit to tell of the many

providential biesgings that have come to
our work and workers in Korea. This is

equally true in Japan,

Our workets in both these flelds faee
many diffieult and varied problenis; how-
cver, there has never been a greater op-
portunity for service. People are seek-
ing for Yight. Calls far beyond the abil-
ity of our foree of workerg fto answer
sound én al sides. Two church buildings
have been deeded fo owr mission In
Tokyo, one for a newly organized Ko-
rean chureh, the other by a Japanese,
who has built at personal expense not
only the church buildings but alse a
Touse where the Japanese pastor may
live, Both these buildings come {0 ns
free of debt and at no mission expense,

The Japan training school is in opera-
tion as a coeducational ingtitution with
a limited atiendance because of lack of
facilities and teaching staff, Plang are
being laid to provide a training school
in Kores this autumn, Both ficlds are
awaiting additional teachers and the
time when repairs can Dbe made on the
buiidings that are availahle,

The staff of workers in each of thesc
nriong iz far from adeguate to meet the
present needs, Since all our churehes and
local misgions were disbanded duving the
war by government order, it is necessary
to organize each church and mission
anew. Thus far only a beginning has
been made in this tagk, but with the ar-
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rival of additional help the different sec-
tions wili be visited and churches or-
gonized as early as possible, Until this
has been done, we wili not know what our
memberghip i8 in these unions.

A spirit of unity and 2 desire fo meet
the present opportunities make for prog-
ress in these two unioms. God has provi-
dentially opened these fields, and we
mast not fail in this hour of opportunity.-

V. 'B. ARMSTRONG.

The Native Voice, as We Hear
It in Alaska '

¥Frox an Bskimo letter addressed to
Stewart Emery, we quote the following:

“I was baptized and confirm long ago.
8¢ my wife have too, We try to join the
church; wish to be members of Christian
people. We lefi our old religion twenty-
five years ago. We live among white peo-
ple that does mot talk about Jesug. Some
time we remind each other that we have
learned little of Jesus.

“Read from the Bible and I read other
books; T like outline of History of the
World, by Walsh, and read Holy Bible
few times, but I did not understand.

“I eannot find the truth. I’m very sick
and longing and hungry for that truth.
I wish someday very soon God will send
ug teacher in person that may help us
to find the truth. '

“Bskimos and Indians are hungry for
that treth, We need leader o lead us to
Jasus, T know some Eskimos feel lost like
I am and misunderstand the longing for
truth. I think more Eskimos would like
to keep up the Christianity. Do not wan’d
to see it vanish, for it is only way to hap-
piness and comfort.

“That iz why we need leader to show
ns the way to frath.”

Silver Jubilee Year

THIS year is the silver jubilee year of
the Colombo church, Twentyfive years
ago seven souls were baptized, and the
first Seventh-day Adventist church in
Ceylon was organized. This small begin-
nipng has grown wntil new we have bap-
tized members in every province of this
island, organized into six churches. The
sixth church was organized just a few
weeks ago, and we hope to organize the
seventh church before many weeks go by.
The Bible correspondence school has ere-
ated intcrest in a number of places, and
Wwe are Teorganizing our work and staf

" order to foliow up these interests and

organize echurches,
R. 8. FERNANDO.
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A Converi;ed Medicine Man

BrorHER E. SINAGA, who is a migsion-
ary, dvesser (male nuvse}, and preacher
on lhe Tatau River, tells the following
gtory :

“You might be interested in the expe-
rience of one of our new members who
was baptized by Pastor FPohan recently.
He wag a medicine man {devil priest)
and noted for his had life hefore he was
a Chrigtian, He spent much of his money
‘buying various native medicines from the
different parts of the country, We got in
toueh with him at cur dispensary when
he brought his wife for treatment for
her long-endured stomach ailment. Dur-
ing their stay hers much of our fruth
was told to them. We often prayed with
them, and finally they returned home
happy, for his wife was well again. Three
years passed without hearing 2 word
from him. One day unexpectedly he with
another friend of his eame over to our
house. We weleomed him without know-
ing about his religious convietions.

“In the course of our conversation he
finally told u¢ of the urgeney of his call,
and gaid, “We have come to tell you that
we are golng to be Christians. Tell us
what we must do, and the things which
we must not eat.’ Inasmueh as they were
anxious to return home the same day, I
tried to tell them in as simple a way as
posstble what they ought to do. T tried
to avoid too mueh detail, for fear he
would not comprehend it all,

“‘To be a Chrigtian,’ T said, ‘you must
believe in Christ and follow Him and
know how fo eall on Him, As to the
things you should not eat and other
things which you should not do, T will
inform you of that later as you study
more of this truth.” T teught him a very
simple prayer, and after the prayer they
went on their way happily.

“It was about twe o’elock when they
Ieft ws, and they showld have reached
their home about elght o’dlock that eve-
ning, About two miles hefore they
roached their home they passed a Dyak
graveyard. It was dark as pitch when
they reached that plaece. The overhanging
trees helped to darken the small river.
Logs and stumps were floating in the
viver, One had to be earsfnl of his course
as he rowed up the stream, otherwise he
might strike one of these floating ob-
jeets and overturn his boat. Fear crept
through their bodies as they passed thess
graves for every Dyak is terrified at
passing a graveyard in the night. They
decided to pray te Jesvs, of whom they
had just learned.
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SPECIAL DAYS AND
OFFERINGS

March 6
Home-foreign Day

Topic: Literature for the
Millions

Marech 13

Second Sabbath Mission
Offering

Missionary Volunteer Day

Topic: A New Way to a
New World

March 13-20

Missionary Volunteer Week
of Prayer

March 27 .
Thirteenth. Sabbath Offering

f Southern Huropean Division
~3

“After praying and much to their sur-
prise, they were brought upstream with-
out paddling. It seemed as if their boat
were heing propelled hy a small mofor.
They both kept very quiet, for they won-
dered +what was happening to them.
Finally when they were near their home
the boat hit 2 log and stopped moving.
So they began to row and eoom found
themgselves near their lrome,

“This experience helped fo impress
npon them the truths which they had
just heard that day. An unseen hand
must have been pughing them, and at the
game time driving the truth home to
their hearty that Jesus answars prayer,

“After a few months of study they
were baptized. They did not have to be
urged to discontinue their beetlenut, to-
bacco, arak (alecholie drink), or pork.
Those things were entirely eut off. ‘This
former devil priest is no longer practie-
ing native, heathen medieines, but he is
an Adventigt medicine man.

“You may ask what medicine he is
using, He iy using fomentation cloths
and Iemons, The lives of some among his
people were spared by his ireatments,
especially those suffering from pneu-
monia and olher chest troubles. Some
have been cured by the lemons he has
given them, The lemon sceds were
hrought from the mission station and
planted near hiz heuso, Some of the
Ibans speak of it as a mirasulous lemon
tree, for many have been healed by this
fruit,

“The promises of the Lord to ITis dis-
ciples as He sent them forth to preach
the gespel are being fulfilled in many
and varied ways.”

March, 1948
A New Church

Amovr fifteen yeare ago Thambakar
Nadaz, of Prakasapuram, moved ont of
Colombo to a village called Divulapi-
tiya for business purposes. From the very
beginning of his stay a Sabbath school
was started, and 'the Ceylon Misslon
workers eonducted one or two efforts in
that town. The Lord greatly blessed the
humble witness of our deay brother, who
now sleeps in Jesus, and it wag our priv-
Tlege to organize a chureh at Divualapi-
tiya in May, 1947. Nineteen celebrated
the ordinanees of the Lord’s house, and
about forty were in attendance at the
gervice, There are prospects of haptizing
about half a dozen more m that area be-
fore the year is out. Brother C. P. Jonahs
has been transferred to Divulapitiya to

.lead out in the chureh work and foster

the several inferests that have been ere-
ated in the Negombo area as a result of
the Bible Correspondence Sehool wotk,
Brethren Jehamony and Gomer were or-
dained as local elders, and Brother Am-
biah was ordained as deacon. May God
richly hless this newly organized chureh
and prosper His work, is our prayer.

R. B. FERNANDO.

W

BerrEr than all the friendship of the
world iz the friendship of Christ’s re-

deemed, Better than a title to the noblest -

palace on earth is a title to the mansions
our Lord has gone te prepare-—Christ’s
0Objeel Lessons, p, 374,
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Associnte Hditors
Theodore L. Ogwald, Eldine W, Dunbar
John B. Weaver
Agsistont Hditors .
Cora I, Thurber Maxrjorie W. Marsh
Arabella J, Moore Mary T.. Scott
EDITORIAL COUNCIL
M, K. Eern - . Ehiott

ARE YOU MOVING?

You should notify us in advance of any
change of address, as the post office will not
forward your papers to you even if you leave
a forwarding address. C
matter will save delay and expense.

Your compliance in this
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