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From North and South, and East and West,
They come!”
The sorely tried, the much oppressed
Their Faith and Love to mamfest,
They come!
They come to tell of work well done,
They come to tell of kingdoms won,
To worship at the Great White Throne,
: They come! -
. In a noble consecration,
With a sound of jubilation, \
' They come! They come! - -

They come!

They come!.

Chey Come!
- Through tr1bulatlons aﬁd dlstress,

. Through perils great and bxtterness,

' Cllmbmg through darkness up to God

From every land beneath the sun,

To tell of mighty victories won,
Unto the Father through the Son,

They come!

Through persecutions pltlless,

, They come! ’
They come by paths the martyrs trod,
They come from underncath the rod,

They come! )
Out of mighty tribulation,
With a sound of jubilation,

They come! They-come! "

They come———the victors in the fight,
They come-—the blind restored to sight,
‘From deepest Darkness into nght~
. They come! -
In a holy exaltation,
With a sound of jubilation, .
They come! They come!-

—John Oxenl_q.aﬂfi.
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EDITORIAL

‘The Church: A Representative

) Demeocracy
WHA’T is the form of orgenization that

the Seventh-day Adventist Church:

maintains in its world-wide work? Is out form
of church government episcopal,. with the au-
thority of the church resting in the ministry?
Or is it papal, with supreme authority in all
religious things resting in the head of the
ehurch? Or is it congregational, with each
local church exercising final authority within
its own domain? Or is it a Christian democ-
racy, with a representative form of church gov-

ernment with the right of the members as a-

. whole to participate in the affairs hoth of the

. organization is a5 far from theirs as the north

~

local church and of the lerger organization
which we call the conference?

These are questions that need to be under-
stood by church officers and also by our mem-
bers. As a denomination we have, during the
past century, built up a world-wide chueh
organization that has become probably one of
the closest knit religious groups in the woild,
with the possible exception of the Roman
Catholic Church, But the pattern of the Catho-
lie organization and that of the Seventhrday
Adventists ate entirely different. In faet, our

pole is from the south pole.: The Catholic

Church is comparable to an autoeratic govern-

ment which centers its power in the head
of the state, who.controls and direets the peo-
ple. The Seventh-day Adventist denomination
is comparable to a democracy which centers its
power in the people, who control and direct
the state. The people, however, cannot in the
chuich, any more than in a democratic state,
directly or individually administer the organi-
zation or pass suitable legislation, Therefore,
a tepresentative form of church government
becomes necessary, or one in which the mem-
bers recognize the authority of representative
or delegated bodies duly elected by the church
to function in all matters pertaining to the de-
nomination. . .

With a world-wide rovement to administer,
and in harmony with Its democratie’ basis, we
have developed quite a complicated organiza-
tion when viewed as a whole, However, when
it is understood tnit by unit, it becores quite
simple and can readily be comprehended by
anyone. We are convinced that the Lord has
led in the establishment of our organization
in its every detail. We believe that it is based
upon the Bible and the instruction from the
Lord through the Spirit of prophecy, and that
when working in hacmony with the divine
pattern, it is the most efficient and democratic
organization that men could devise for the
carrying on of God's work in all the world.

In this and future editorials we will try to
explain the basis of our organization, and how
it is carried out in the local ehurch, the local,
union, and division conferences, and also ‘in
the General Conference, which is the highese

~

representative body that the Lord- has on
earth for the earrying on of this work.

The Basis of Organization

The organization of the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church is, we believe, based first upon
the word of God. The apostle Paul said, “As
we have many members in one body, and all
members have not the same office: so we, be-
ing many, are one body in Christ, and every
one members one of another.” Romans 12:
4, 5. ’

Agam we tead: “As the body is one, and
hath many members, and-all the members of

‘that one hody, being many, are one body: so

also is Christ.” 1 Corinthiang 12: 12,

The Scriptures thus clearly représent the
church as one body, all the parts or organiza-
tional units members one of ahother. So our
plan of organization, approved by elected rep-
resentatives of the world-wide sisterhood of
churches, seeks to express the unity and one-

‘ness of the great company of believers that

make up the various units. in our world-wide
work which, taken as a whole, we call the
General Conference, which represents the one
undivided renmant church of God.

The demoeratic character of our organiza-
tiom is set forth in the Testimonies:

“Every member of the church has a voice
in choosing officers of the church, The church
chooses the -officers of the state eonfer-
ences. Delegates ehosen by the state con-
ferences clioose the -officers of the union
conferences; and delegates chosen by the
union conferences choose the officers of the

-General Conference. By this arrangement,

every conference, every institution, every
church, and every individual, either directly
ar through representatives, has a voice in the
election of the men who bear the chief
responsibilities in the General Conference.” -~
Testimonies, Vol. 8, pp. 236, 237.
Sometimes it is thought that the General
Conference is a group of men in Washington,
chosen to earry on the general mesponsibilities
of the denomination, who are something apart
from the churches or conferences or union
organizations. This is an incorreet conception,
The General Conference is not in Washington
alone, but it eomprehends all of our ehurches,
conferenees, unions, and divisions. It is a
wnion of all the oiganizations working for
unity and co-operation in doing the work
which Christ commissioned His people to ac-

-

complish. Its administrative authority. lies in _

the ‘entire ehurch joined together in our
world-wide organization for the preaching of
this last message and for the purpose of main-
taining the unity of the faith in all the world.
Fvery worker and every believer is, therefore,
a part of the General Conference.

The Church Organization

In our study of the various aspects of our
wotld-wide organization we will begin with

v
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- the local church. Here in miniature are found

the nuclei of all our organizations. The Jocal
church is the simplest organizational unit
among us, but it, like the others, is built upon
the principle of a representative democracy.

The local church is a united group of Churis-
tian individuals who believe in the truths that
are accepted By the denomination and who
have, following baptism or profession of faith,-
voluntarily entered into church fel]\owship
in an organized eapacity.

When one joins a local church, he accepts
the solemn obligations and the glorious privi-
leges of church membership, as well as pub-
licly declaring that he is in full accord with
and prepared to defend the fundamental be-
liefs . of Seventh-day Adventists. No one
should be permitted to join the ehurch until
he has been thoroughly instructed in all ‘the
great, fundamental teachings of the ehurch,
understands its organization, and has also
given evidence of having experienced a new
birth into a. spiritual experience in the Lord
Jesus. This group of fellow believers, with a
common conviction as to truth and a like
spiritual experience, are then joined together
in church fellowship. “All ye are brethren.”
Matthew 23: 8. “So we being many, are one
body in Christ, and every one members one of
another.” Romans 12: 5. -

A church, in order to funetion, must have
some Form of organization. They must bave
officers, boards, and’ committees to earsy on
the work of the church. They must also re-
ceive and dismiss members. But believing
that the authority rests in its members, these
officers and boards are not appointqd by the

(Please tarn to page 32)
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Counsel on Church Discipline

By W. B. Ocns

Christ is the head and the foundation of
the church. The church is the body of
Christ.

The members of the church need guidance,
leadership, and counsel. As members of His
body we need to be kind and sympathetic
-one toward another, for if one member suffers,
all suffer. We cannot be independent umits;
we constitute a Whole. What affects one will
affect others.

There are times when the members of the
church must be disciplined, for to wink at
sin within the church means to invite the
disfavor of God. He desires that we shall
deal with those who are not in harmony with
the standards and regulations of the church,
who insist on following their own course re-
gardless of how. the church is affected by it

The matter of church discipline is one that
" needs to be handled carefully, lest more harm
than good be dome. Much time and money
have been, and are being spent to bring
souls into the truth, to bring them into fellow-
ship with Christ. After they become members
of the church, we must do all in our power
to keep -them within the fold. Many chuch
members are weak; they need help. “They

~want to do what is right, but seem to lack
the necessary experience that will keep them
happy and contented.. T hey need to be helped
when they first show signs of drifting away
from the church and from that for which

" it stands.

. ‘Too often these are talked about to others
when they should - be talked to by those who
can give a helping hand. What a pity that
. so ‘many members are lost year by year
Many of these could be helped if discipline
were administered in the proper way.

No church member shoild be dropped
from: the church without everythmg having
been done that can be done to help that
member. Altogether too many are dropped
from the membership list who have never

been visited, much less labored with. I

we could™ always recognize the fact that

the dismissal of a member means the removal’

of the name from the back of life, we would
be more careful in our discipline, and more
" hesitant in coming to a quick conclusion in
disfellowshipping members from the church.
Jesus said: “And whatsoever thou shalt bind

_on earth shall be bound in heaven: and

whatsoever -thou shalt loose on earth shall be
Ioosed in heaven.” Matthew 16: 19,

In dealing with this problem of church
discipline, let us recognize the following
fundamental facts that are most helpful: .

1. Members should be  disfellowshipped
only at a regular or properly called business
meeting of the church The church board

L . "
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has no iight under any conditions to dis-
fellowship members. This must be done by
the majority vote of the church in a business

meetmg

2. A member cannot be condltlonaﬂy chs-
Eeilowshapped One is either a member ‘or
not a member of the chu;:ch ‘Discipline,
however, may be’ administered by a vote of
censure for a period of time. At the end of
this pertod it must be determined whether or
not the member under discipline has repented
of wrong, or whether he chooses to follow
his own course, -

3. The church member has a right fo be
heard. He should be notified of the meeting
in ample time so that he can appear in person
when his own case is dealt with. One of the
fundamental pr1nc1ples of justice gives a mem-
ber of the church the.right to be heard at a
time when he-can defend himself.

4. Members should not be dropped be-
cause they are unable to attend the church
service,;or on account of old age or ‘nfirmi-
ties, or because ‘they are. unable financially
to support the church.

5. Great care should be exercised in deal-
ing with those who make a request to be
dropped from the church. Such members

often make hasty decisions. They feel it is

best.to let the church know that they want
their names taken from the list. These peo-
ple often see the -mistake of their hasty
decision and become sorry for suggesting that
they be dropped from the church member-
ship. It is much.easier to keep members in
the church than to win them back once they
have been disfellowshipped from the church,
Human nature is about the same wherever

(Please turn to page 4)
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The Church Clerk -

By Mgs. G. E STEARNS

Are you the chirch clerk? Then you have
a very responsible position in the church. To’
keep in touch with the members is a task,
and the clerks are largely responsible for that
task.

Our pastors and elders should instruct the
youth and those joining our organization of
the wvalue of church membership, and the
necessity for transferring their membership
to the church they are attending, During the
yeats T acted as clerk of a college church, I
noticed that the members who are most
sincere and devoted send for their letters. It
is usually the careless and indifferent mem-
bers who fail to ask for transfer after moving
away. In writing to absent members, I find
a few lines written by hand and made as
personal as possible receive attention much
better than form letters.

" A clerk should be very careful that every
name is taken care of properly, in writing,
not depending on the memory. To illustrate
this, I will cite an instance. After T had given
up the clerk’s work, a young man- telephoned
to me, asking if he was. still 2 member of
that chuzch.I thought he was not, but not
wishing to tell him so, I informed him that
I was no longer clerk, and gave him the

clerk’s telephone number: I recalled his name, -

being on a list to be dropped, and of writing
to him. Later, imr asking the cletk about it, .,
she informed me that she had found his name
on our church roll. On looking up the church
council records, I found that his name was .
brought up in church council -but had not
been’ dropped at the following business meet-
ing. Possibly the Lord overruled my mistake,
as this youna man is now attenﬂlng one of
our schools, is apparently’ a. good Christian,
and is, preparing for a place in the Lord’
work,

Dusing the’ years T was clerk of a Iarge
college, church, there was only one person
who ever wrote requesting that her name he
dropped from our books, without my first
writing to her. This sister was an execellent

. teacher, but was teaching in 2 public school,

and had become discouraged. She wrote that
she was not living up to Seventh-day Advent-
ist standards, and felt she should be drépped .
from our church rofl. I felt very sad about

this request, and prayed that God would give
me wisdom in writing t0 her. Then I called
one of the elders who was acquainted with
her, and asked him to write to her. In writ- |
ing to her, I mentioned that she had been the -

first person to request the dropping of her
namg and that 1 admired her for writing so
frankly. Then I pleaded with her to seek the
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Loid and know again the joy of His salvation, .

and that I knéw the pleasires of the world
could never satisfy the longing of the heart,
but joy and peace come with full surrender
to Gods Our elder wrote, also, and asked
the pastor of the church in the gity where she
was living to visit her, She rededicated her
life to God, and is teaching again in a church
.school. This experience caused me to realize
the opportunities for missionary work in writ
ing to absent members, and it brought a joy
that compensates_for -much of the time spent
in routine work. )

Since most of us do our clerk’s work in our
homes where there are wany interruptions,
one should have a drawer or-two, or better
yet, an entire desk where the materials used
can be kept. It is so easy to mislay 2
letter or a list of names, and when it concerns
a person’s church membership, these things
should be very carefully handled.

In the larger churches a file of the names
of the members, alphabetically arranged,
should be used. When the clerk makes out
the file card, a duplicate card should be
made for the pastor’s file. The card should
have the complete name of the member. "1f
the member is 'a married woman, her given
name should be added in parenthesis, as Mrs.
George A. Smith, (Mary). The address
should appear under the name, also the words
“letter” or “baptism” or “profession of faith,”
thus designating in which manner they joined
the church, and also the date of jining. The
numbér of the member on ‘the church roll

may be written on one comer of the card. -

-When 2 member has been dropped from the
church, the card should be removed from the
file but should not be destroyed unless full
details of his membership and how dropped
are also recorded in the church roll.

The church clerk should take great care
in making out the quarterly statistical reports
to record accurately the actual church mem-
bership. A member who is in the process
of heing transferred to another church, is to
be regarded as a member of the church until
the clerk receives the return certificate from
the clerk of the church to which he is being
transferred. Upon receiving members, as soon
as the church votes him into fellowship, the
. clerk records him as 2 member and sends the
" return certificate to the clerk of his- former
church. '

In keeping the church records, gredt care
should be taken to make the pages neat and
orderly. Ndthing should be pasted in the
book or clipped to the pages, as such things
do not tend toward neatness, and do not-afford
a substantial record. -

It is common for 2 clerk to be asked to
continue his work from year to year, which
is hetter for the church; but since it is an
office that demands many hours of labor, an
assistant should be chosen in our larger
churches, who can hecome acquainted with
the work and be qualified to carry on if -the
" clerk is away or should have to give up his
work., '

One of the strangest things that occurred
when I was 2 clerk was the recejving of a
return certificate from a Presbyterian church.

r

[ -
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It was a, statement that a certain young
woman who had bhéen’ a mémber of our
church, was now a member of the Presby-

terian church in a certain city, in good and-

regular standing, and that when this letter
was received she should be no longer a mem-

ber of our church. She had been written to

and had been drcpped from our church about
a year before receiving this letter.” It was

colirteous, however, for them to send this

letter, but it was certainly unique.

In all of our duties God will -reward our
faithfulness, and I believe He notes the many
hours required to keep our church tecords
accurately and will réward the worker who
cheerfully. performs his duty.

Counsel on Church Discipline
(Continued from page 3)

we find-it. Those who belong to the church
desire to remain with God’s people to be
saved eternally in His kingdom. They know
what is rght or wrong, They know that
they must be disciplined if they choose to
follow the wrong course, and they lose their
respect for the church if it meglects to ad-
minister discipline as needed. FErring mem-
bers appreciate a kind, sympathetic approach
to the trouble, and as a rule they are willing
to be led the right way. If we err in dealing
with the-members, we want to make sure we
do so on the side of right.

. There are definite “reasons why members,
must be dropped from the church. These

reasons have been adopted by action of the
denomination in its regular business sessions
and are on record. Some of the reasons .are:

1. The loss of faith in the fundamental
gospel and the cardinal teachings, or the
doctrines of the church.

2. Open violation of the law of God, such
as worshiping of idols, adultery, stealing,
swearing, Sabbathbreaking, willful and
habitual falsehood.

3. Persistent refusal to recognize cliurch
authority, or to submit to the order and -dis-

.cipline of the church. One of the greatest

disciplinary problems we face is td deal with
those who delight in critizing anything and
everything the church undertakes to do. We
have been given definite instructions as how
to deal with such individuals. The servant
of the Lord, many years” ago, gave us the
following counsel regarding this evil in the
church: :

“None who contimue to chesish 2 queru-
lous, faultfinding ~disposition can enter
hedven; for they would -mar its peace and
harmony. They will be left outside the city
of God, with all who stir up strife. Nor
should they be permitted to remain in the
church to prevent umity and destroy its use-
fulness, Let them be reproved, and if they
do not change their course, let them be
separated from the church. But all may, if
they will, conquer these evil traits. The
members of the church should pledge them-

‘selves to walk together in harmony, Each

should set a guard over his own heart, not
permitting himself to think evil of his breth-

August, 1948

1en, but giving them credit for.all-the good
qualities they possess,”—Historical - Skeiches
of the Foreign Missions of the Seventh-day
Adventists, p. 214. . - ]
4, Members may be dropped from the
church who use, manufacture, or sell alcoholic
liquors, or use tobacco, C o .
-~ Tet us always remember that the primary
purpose of all church. discipline is to bring
about the spiritual restoration of those who
have gome astray. The church exists for no
other purpose than to save lost humanity.
Every member must stand ready at all fimes
to give a helping hand to those who are in

need. That need is often supplied by dis-

cipline,  Discipline, however, may often be
avoided when those -who begin to depart
from the path of truth ave visited with and
prayed for and dealt with in a kind, sym-
pathetic way in trying to bring them back <
their lost experience. )

" Before the great day of the Lord, God's
People, no doubt, will do all they can to give
that kind of help to those who are in need,

for the Lord has said: “Strengthen ye the .

weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees.
Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be
strong, fear not: behold, your God will come,
with vengeance, even God with a recom-
pence; He will come and save you” Isaiah
35: 3, 4, : .

Let us make sure that we have discharged
our duty faithfully «in trying to save those
in our churches before we vote to drop them
from the church membership, for the worth
of a soul is greater than the value of. the
whole world.

Ouyr Fore}gn Missions.
AT CHIAOTOUTSENG

1 map the privilege of spenciing a week end
‘with the faculty 'and students of our China

Training Institute, Having heard that our-

modern college plant had been totally de-
stroyed during the war, I was interested in

seeing what our educational leaders were gble

to do in order to continue the instruction for
our Chinese youth.

On our arrival at the village of Chiaotout-
seng, we were taken to a former silk mill,
which had-been leased for a period of time

- until our plant can be rebuilt. I was sur-

prised to see how well both teachers and stu-
dents are adjusting themselves to adverse
conditions. ‘They know what it. means to

pioneer. Even though the students have no |

beds as yet, they are willing to sleep on the
floor in order to attend our school. There is 2
lack of many things that could be desired,
yet the students are very happy to have the
privilege of attending a school where they re-
ceive instruction from Christian teachers, We

received a real: imspiration in meeting with

oux teachers and students at Chirotoutseng.
I have been impressed that this is our day of
opportunity té train young men and women
for the proclamation of the third angel’s mes-
sage to the multitudes of China.

1.1 Smmn. ’
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Quesﬂon Corner

P In thls column each month will be an-

(. swered questxons on the work and duties of

* chicch officers or quesnons concerning any

. problem that may arise in connection with the
- Iocal chuich ot any of its depactments.. We

- welcome your questions and ask that they be
sent to the Editor, Cauncr Orreicers’ Ga-

. ZETTE, ¢jo General Conference, Takoma Park,
Washmgton 12, D. C.

Home M1ss1onary Duties and
Sabbath Observance.

Q,uestum A bewildered missionary secretary

in Idaho asks for counsel on how to oxder and

- deliver our books and other literature to our

" church members and not violate the principles

. of proper Sabbath observance. She says that

Iately fier Sabbaths have been ruined because

Cof collecting for books, making change, et

cetera, on the Sabbath, and wants advice on

better methods for receiving orders and moneys
for this. lx;erature : )

Answer: We certainly sympathize with.this
sister, and we wish to assure her that every
eifort has been put forth to make it unneces-
sary for church members to pay .money for
literature on the Sabbath day. .

‘There has always been a tendency in God’s
work to. materialize it and to have it become
‘common and commercial in character. A con-
stant battle must be maintained to avoid any-
thing of this character,

‘The Home Missionary Department provides
envelopes which are to be handed out by the
Home ‘Missionary secretary and teken' home
* by the individual member to whom a catalogue

has been sent by the Book and Bible House,
“'When a member wants to purchase a book or
_a periodical, he humts it up in the catalogue,
notes the price, orders it on the envelope sup-
_plied. to him, puts the correct price in the
" envelope, and hands it to the missionary secre-

“tary. This obviates the niecessity for -any..

_ money changing on the Sabbath, and the book
" can be mailed direct to the member from the

Book' atid Bible House, or handed out by the
) rmssnonary secrefary on the Sabbath.

“The same plan could be carried out in
ordering bocks in lots to be distributed in the
church. The envelopes could be passed out,

- and when returned, the ‘orders would then be
handled in the usual way. We do not be-
lieve that it is necessary for any payments
to be made on the Sabbath by those who
follow these suggestions. Surely we -must
avoid transgressing God's holy time;

~ Music Leader on Church
- Councils

"Question: A music leader asks, Should not
the director of music in the church be a
member of-the charch conncil so that he may

work’ more closely with .the church officers

in their goals and objectives?

Aunswer: It is recogmzecl that the director
-of music in a church fills an important posi-
tion, and, surcly needs to work in close co-

[
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operation with the church pastor or eldor.
But it would hardly seem to be necessary for-
him to be a member of the church board or
‘conmncil to-do so. The church board considers
many matters pertaining -to the business- of
the chiirch—the church roll, the care of the
poor, the church school, etc. These have no
relation to the music of the church. How-
ever, if a board plans to discuss the music,
the church organ, the order of service, the
choir, or anyt}ung where the work of the
music director is in any way affected, it
would ceftainly be proper and advisable for
the elder to invite the music director to sit
" with the board in the discussion of such
matters. He could alse, if it.is thought ‘advis- -
able, be an elective -member of the council,
but our church policy does not provide for
him to be a member of the couneil by reason
of his ofﬁoe

When Should a Child Be
' Baptlzecl'-‘

E’. E PARCHMENT

This is a quesuon that has not been Eu]ly
settled in the minds of many of our believers.

_'There are those who reason that one should
. not ‘be -baptized until he is in his middle

- ot late teens, but according to the inspired
word, this belief. is unfounded. )

In Mark 16: 16, we have the plain in-
struction of the Master: “He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved.” Peter says:

"“Repent, ‘and be baptized.” .Acts 2: 38. In

the Testimonies we read: ‘Rehg:oué instrue-

* tion should be given to children from their

earliest years. . . . When the happiest period
of their lives has comé,. and they in their -
hearts love Jesus and wish to Dbe baptized,
then deal faithfully with them. Before they.
receive the ordinance, ask themif it is to be
their first purpose i life to’ work for God.
Then ' tell “ them how to begin. . . . After
faithful labor, if you are satisfied that your
childrenr understand the meaning of conver-
sion and baptism,- and are muly converted,
let them be baptized.”—Vol. 6, pp, 93, 94.

Now the guestions arise, At what age is a
child responsible.fot his wrdng doingst Do
parents wait until their children are in thejr
teens before they hold them responsible for
wrong acts? Surely they. do not. - -

The laws of the land do not provx&e that
persons must be grown men and women be-
fore punishment is mflicted for vielation ‘of
the laws, Why, then, should they wait for
carrying out the instruction” of their Lord;

R
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when they fully Comprehend w‘hat is no}:t"
- Let us ponder the words of the wise man.:
“Train up a child in .the way he should go:

~ and when he is old, he will not.depart from
(it” Proverbs 22: 6.- If the child has been

taught the way of God, to know the right
from the wrong, so that when he commits a

wrong, he is sorry and repents, why then -

should the third step be withheld? Baptism,
as we_know, is the gateway- to. eternal life.
To the one who knows, to tepent and believe
is no miore important than to be baptized.
God requires of us t6 go the whole way in all
His commissions. .

Again there are those who think that a
Ch.l].d should know and-understand all there
is of the advent message before baptism,
This certamly is an unreasonable position to
take. Many of us who are advanced in years
are still lacking in knowledge of some of the
technical truths concerning our message.
When one- accepts the message under a

pastor or evangelist, that.one is not asked to -

wait until he fully understands every tech-
nical phase of the truths we teach before
haptism is administered. Then why should
we make such a requicement of childeen?
They should have sufficient knowledge of this
third angel's message at the age of ten to be

‘able to make decisions for right.

Sratistics reveal the following facts:

There were actually more children baptized
at the.age of seven, than at the age of twenty-
three.

There were three times as many Dbaptized
at the age of cight, as at the age oE ‘twenty-
two.

There were five times as many baptized at
the age of ning, as at the age of twenty-one.

‘There Were six times as many baptized at

_ the age of ten, st the age of twenty.

There were niné and- one-half times as
_ many baptized at the age of eleven, as at the
" age of nincteen.

There were seven times as many baptized
at the age of twelve, as at the age of eighteen.

There were four times as many baptized at |

the age of thirteen, as at the age of seventeen.
‘There were two times as many baptized at
the age of fifteen, as at the age of sixteen.
Many of us can testify to the truthfulness-
of this report, -probably from our own ex-
perience. In this-age of the world’s history,
when Satan is bidding for the souls of our
youth, let us grasp every oppétfumity that

comes to save the youth and children of the-
church. Let every Adventist parent encourage

the children to go forward in baptism at an
etnly age. Let the leaders of our churches
take the same stand, Tet‘us all,-as workers
in. the advent cause, encourage the youth
to make their vows to God' by following the
footsteps of Jesus in this solemn rite. Is not
this onz héaven-sent means of -saving our

_"y’outh from drifting into the world? -

+++

If you feel offended with others, remember -

that if you were dead to self, you could not
feel insults, and that God’s Word says, “Creat

peace have they which love Thy law: and l
nothing shall offend them.” )
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Share Your Fa\ith

Share your faith, O Advent Youth,
Its blessings to bestow;

By sharing with some other one
qu’ll see your own faith grow.
Share your faith, O Advent Youth,
This faith you claim so dear;
Knowest thou not the purchase price
Of this the faith you bear?

_ Share your faith, O Advent Youth;
Man's faith has failed him so,
Your faith will meet earth’s greatest needs,
And save men from its woe,
Shate your faith, O Advent Youth, °
You'’re destined for this hour!
Go forth to speak of Jesus’ love,
Tell of His mighty power!

~Leonarp F. Wess.

How to Lead Qutina
Discussion

To begin, otir hypothetical leader decided
the program topic would mske a good group
discussion. Qur leader knows the group
should be small-not mote than twenty.

‘He knows whether his primary aim is to
inform the group, impress them with the
seriousness ofgtbc problem, decide what to do
about something, let the group “blow off
steam” by expiessing their views on the sub-
ject, or just simply to discuss the problem.

Then he makes his outline, If he is using
a program series, he simply modifies it to
fit a group discussion. Perhaps the formula
he uses runs something like this: -

‘What is the problem to be discussed?-

‘Will it interest the group enough to cause
discussion?

Is it controversial?

If so, how many sides are there?

Does the group have the background infor-
mation needed to discuss the problem?

How serious is the problem, and whom does
it affect?

Specifically, how does it affect members of

thesgroup? = '

’ at solutions are offered?

Are the solutions workable?

What will they mean, and how will they
affect the group?

What does the group suggest?

What does the group want to do about ir?

What can the group do to make the solu-
tion (s) effective?

Individually, or as a group, how can they
put the solution (8) into action?

How many members will be present?

Are there any members who will wke
“planted” questions?

Our leader takes his outline and then
draws up 2 timetable, so he can look at his
watch at any time during the programi and
see if he is behind or ahead of sche%rule.

When the meeting begins our leader makes
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a short talk explaining the topic, showin
how it affects the group, and offering several
suggested solutions. He is cereful to show how

" it affects the individual member. He then asks

some member to give an opinion, As 'a rule,
this member has been primed.so as to start
the discussion in the right direction. From
then until the finish, the leader keeps the
group discussing the topic.

Of course, it's not that easy, for many
problems can arise to threaten the discussion.
That is where the guiding comes in. If the
progran: strays off the topic, our leader brings

" it back by pointing out, “I'his may be inter-

esting, but it doesn’t bear on our discussion
topic.”

by saying something like, “I see Jim over there
has been doing some deep thinking, and he
hasn’t spoken yet. What do you think, Jim?#”
If Jim hasn’t been doing any deep thinking,
our leader is ready to.ask Jim what he thinks
of something that has been said.

Our leader helps keep the talk moving,
when a question is asked, by referring it to one
of the group for an answer. If someone says,
‘T disagree,” our leader wanté t© lmow
“Why?"; if someone says, “It should be
stopped,” he asks “How?” He asks the same
question of several members to develop the
point. If someone says, “I think Bill is right,”
our leader is right there wanting to lnow
‘(Wh ?’7 .

When the group is stuck, he brings up

_vitzl points by asking, “Did anyone think of

this?” Befort> moving along to the next point
he briefly sums up the points made so that
the group will keep on the tfack.

He stops the long'winded member by cut-

- ting in and referring something said to an-

other member for comment. If someone can’t
say what he means, he helps out. Our leader
pretends to be dumb. He gets other members
to help him answer questions. But—mever,
never, does he take sides.

And most importtant of all—our leader stops
at the height and starts to summarize. When
summarizing he says. things like, “The group
seemed to feel . . .” and “Opinion seemed to
be that. . .-.” Our leader’s. gioup finishes,
feeling that the program stopped just a little
too soon and that all the decisions reached
came from within the group. None of the
members felt that anyone had been guiding
the conversation.

Yes, our leader is quite a perscn. But with
practice and planning you can be that leader,
for anyone can run a good group discussion.

Pick a topic you know, make your outline,
and then have your discussion. Don’t worry
about your group; they'll take part. If you
have an interesting topic, and keep the con-
versation bouncifig back and forth, they can’t
help taking part. Your big headache may be
in keeping them quiet..

Keep your eye on the inexperienced mem-
bers; they may not want fo talk, You may
have to help them along. But keep after them,
and see that they take part, for every word
they say is helping to make them into future

Our leader sees that all members take part '
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program leaders.—~Trm Haccarp, in Work-
shop for Youth Leaders.

[

The Torchbearer

As the days go by,

, Hold your torch up high—

: The torch of Spotless Name,
The torch of Hope— -
That those who grope

In the datkness may see its flame!
‘The torch of Love— .

. Hold it high above

The crowd as you march along,
So all may know ‘
The way to go

Andgavoif the paths of wrong.
Let the glowing light
OFf the : 05 right

Guide the footsteps of those in doubt,
Let your light so shine
Wit}; the Light Divine,

"That nothing can put it out,

~James Epwarn Huneearorp.

Foreign Mission Bands

The global outreach of this third angel's
message opens a great field of endeavor, IVFany
missionaries now serving overseas received
their first vision of foreign service while they
were members of Missionary Volunteer So-
cieties on the home base. .

Poreigh Mission Bands organized in Senior
Missionary Volunteer Societies open' the op-
portunity for those who look toward the mis-
sion fields as a lifework to join in special
study and Investigation of languages, racial
customs, cHmatic conditions, and suscepti-
bility to Christianity in various world di-
visions. -

The Missionary Volunteer Department
issues a quarterly bulletin, The Lookout, es-
pecially prepared for Foreign Mission Band
members, Former missionaries can provide
real inspiration and instruction. Watch ‘the
Review and Herald and other papers for the
latest eports from mission lands. .

Encourage and cultivate the foreign mission
spirit in your youth group.

|
There is no limit to-the usefulness of the

one who, putting self aside, makes room for
the working of the Holy: Spirit upon his
heart, and lives a life wholly consecrated to

‘God.—Ellen G. White, Ministry of Healing, .

p- 159, S

Fame is vapor, popularity an accident,
tiches take wings, those who cheer today
will curse tomorrow; only one thing endures—
character.—Horace Greely.

IT MAY BE TOO LATE AFTER 1948! .

v
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India Challenges

ORDEPR OF SERVICE

Openivg Hymx: “From  Greenland’s ey
Mountains,” No. 445 in Church H‘ymnal.

Responsive Scriprure Reapme: “Christ
the. Deliverer,” pp. 585,.586 in Church
Hymmnal. (Isaiah 43: 1-7, 10-13.)

PrAYER.

OrreRTORY.

SrcrETARY’s REPORT.

Reports or Missionary Banps,

Serciar Music. ; ;

Lzaper’s REManks. {See Notes to Leaders.)

Tarx: “A Young Teacher Wins for God.”

Tarx: “Devamony’s Test.”

QuartrT: “There Is a Place of Quiet Rest,”
No. 681. -

- Tark: “India Ingathers Also.”
Recrration: “To Every Man His Work.”
Tavx: “Impenetrable Barriers Surmounted.”
. Crosive Hymw: “They Come from the East

and West,” No. 453.

BENEDICTION,

Notes to Leaders

The advent message is going to every corner
of India by consecrated, converted men and
women from Hindustan.
Himalayas in the north to the verdant Cape
.Comerin in the south, from the metropolis of
Bombay in the west to the gateways of Cal-

cutta and Madras in the east; the message of a

soon-coming Saviour is being preached by the
faithful believers in the, second advent of
Christ,” and His Spirit is leading His people
" here. Many layinen, lay preachers, faithful
colporteats, isolated believers, as well as nis-
sionaries from foreign countres are holding
high the torch of truth in diverse places, The
little home Sabbath schools in villages and
towns as well as the Sabbath schools in larges
places are doing their utmost for the gospel
of Chrigt. The young people’s societies in
. India, numbering ne@r% one hundred with a
ip of nearly four thousand, as well
as isolated young people, are meering with
* encouraging Tesponses as they participate in
the different activities of the work of God in
India. His Spirit is blessing the work.

The Voice of Prophecy Correspondence
School, which has operated here in Southern
Adia for only a year, already has given the
massage to over twelve thousand hungry,
seeking souls, in 1947. God’s work is progress-
ing in India. As Elder A. I.. Ham, the &
vision president, so often says, “A new day
‘has dawned for India.”

. Except for the writc-up about the Voice
‘of Prophecy in Southern Asin, by Elder
A, E. Rawson of the Ministerial Association
of the division, the rest of the subject matter
for today Is written by native Seventh-day
Adventists of India, most of them young
people. —Mgs. E. M. MeLEEN.

. “The nearer we get to heaven, the heavier
~ earth’s goods become.™ :

-

From the lofty
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A Ydung Teacher Wins
‘For God

Brother E. Doraswamy, a Spicer College
graduate of 1942, now one of the teachers
at Prakasapuram High School, South India,
was called to lead out in an effort near the

‘village of Tirupur, in the Coimbatore dis-

trict, South India. He was assisted by S,

. Vedanayagam. Plans were laid to conduet

meetings in three villages once every three
days. The three villages, Maniampalayam,

. Muthalipalayam, and Nachipalayam, are all
situated within a radius of nine miles of

Tirupur. Many of the village people showed
intense interest in the evening meetings, and
those who did not_attend were visited during
the day and encouraged to come.

In one of the villages a certain experience
did much to help the people believe that
what we preach and believe is the truth.
There was a poor woman .living there who
bad been troubled by evil spirits for more

" than ten years. She bad done all she could

to get rid of -these spints, even spending
much money, but all of Ler attempts- were
in vain. When she heard of our “workers,
she asked them to offer prayer on her behalf,
as she had full confidence in their prayers.
Before praying, they gave the woman a heart-
touching Bible study to help her accept Jesus
as her personal Saviour and as the Great
Physician who could heal her of her discase,
She accepted Jesus as her Bedeemer. 'Ihen

-continually for three days solemn prayer was

offered in her behalf. The prayer was heard!
The devil left the woman, and she was en-

- tirely cured: She now attends our Sabbath

school regularly, has given up’ all her evil
habits, and is preparing for baptism. )
Many people were stired by this ex-
perience 2nd have come to our meetings,
and we received several calls from . other
villages. Many of these people, although
educated, had never heard of our beliefs,
such as the second coming of Jesus, and
were interested. ‘They invited our workers
into their homes, where studies were, given
and prayer offered for them. When our
worlters arrived at the different villages, they
would find the people gathered together, wait-
ing to welcome them. Many stopped drink-
ing, smoking, chewing betelnut, and other
vices. ’ :

At the village of Muthalipalayam we had .
.another wonderful experience. Thexe a young

boy about fifteen years old had been afflicted
for years with a disease similar to palsy, and
bad been bedridden. His parents had given
up all hope of his recovery. When our
workers visited them, the parents requested
them to beseech the heavenly Father for
healing. The workers prayed earnestly for
him, feeling that God would cure him so

. that- the people of that village would be

»
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gathered. into His fold as a result. Accord-
ingly, Clod helped him to have ability to stand

. and to 'walk a bit. Now this boy’s parents

are regularly attending our services.

In the same village another young -boy
bad a disease in one of -his legs from the hip
to the foot. Especially during the night it
gave him a great deal of pain, and he counld -
not sleep. He had suffered for three years.
Our workers prayed for him and the Lord
heard their humble prayers and restored the
boy to health.. Along with others, this boy is
preparing for baptism. The people are call-
ingfor a school and 2 small place of worship.
We do believe that God will give us many
souls in this village. )

Devamony’s Test

Devamony is from the Tamil people. He
is the only son in the family. When Deva-
mony accepted the truth, his father pleaded,
“My dear son, I pray that you do not accept
the new religion. We do not want Chris

. tianity in our village, Our gods will be an/gry

with you if you become a Christian. You
please give it up. Stay in our house. You
need not do any work. Fshall give you free
food, and I shall also give you whatever you
want. Even if you want another wife, I shall
select a girl for you. Please give up the new
religion.” ’ ’
.Devamony said, in reply, “My dear father,
I dannot give up my Jesas. I want you to
accept Him as ‘your Saviour, too.”" This made
his father very angry, and he said, “In that
case you are not My son any more. You
shall not stay in my house. Get out as

" quickly as possible.” The father asked his

daughter-in-law, Devamony’s wife, to go back
to her father’s house. So Devamony’s wife
left her husband and went to her parent’s
home, and she stayed there for three months.

Another day one of Devamony’s sisters
came to him and said,” “My brother, please
give up that new religion. I shall give you
a gift of two hundred rupees. Please do not
accept that new religion.” But Devamony
said to his sister, “I shall not sell my Jesus
for perishable money. I will not, and I
cannot, give up Jesus. I want you, my sister,
to become a° Christian, too.” The sister re-
turned home feeling sad. Thus Devamony
was tejected by his father, his wife, his sister,
and other relatives, In spite of all this, our
good brother lived a Christian life.

His father told his friends and relatives
that his son, Devamony, had died three
months before; but the people found Deva-
mony alive, and they came and told him

- what his father had said. Our good brother

said to them, “Yes, what my father told you
is'true. I was dead and buried in the watery
grave three months ago, and now I am a
new man because .the old man is dead.”

One -day Brother Devamony was singing -
some songs from his Christian songhook.
His father heard him, and very gently said,
“My son, please sing those songs once mm:e."'
Devamony sang some of the songs to the
father, Those songs touched him, and a ray
of light flashed through  his father's heart.
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Devamony said to his father, “You please
come along with me to our church, There
you will hear some more beautiful songs.”
His father agreed to this. The following
Sabbath. the father went with his-son, De-
vamony, and was much impressed wich all
that took place in. the church that day. At
the close of the meeting, ‘the father told De-
vamony that he would also like to become

What a change has taken place in the old

‘father’s heart] This has brought great joy

to his son Devamony. Now the old father
is going to our church regularly. He.is also
very much interested in the music, and takes
great delight in it. Regular Bible studies

have been given him. Soon the father will

be baptized.

\ India Ingathers Also

It has been my privilege to take part re-
gulatly in the Ingathering campaign ever since
I joined the mission work, and I havé met
with good success every yéar. To reach my
goal, T usually had to see at least fifty per-

sons. The highest donation I had ever re- -

ceived was five rupees only.

This year when the North Tamil Mission
started its campaign, they gave me a goal
of fifty-five rupees. 1 decided to do my solicit-

" ing in a different way altogether this time.
.Accordingly, T phnned to see some of the

leading. businessmen in this city—-Madura.
Upon inquiry I was informed of a pemon
whose donation would help a great deal to

- get contributions froin others. Since he is
one of the directors of a big mill, I was sorry
that the suggestion was made to se¢ him first,

as I anticipated the refusal of dn interview.
However, I' remembered a method used by a
certain. salesman—how he managed to talk
with a director of 2 big firm—which I studied
in one of the lessons in the Chaistian sales-
manship course. I determined to adopt the
same method to get an interview with this
man. . "
It was about six o'clock in the evening
when I was able to telephone the director
at his bungalow. I said, “Good evening, Mr.
. Samuel is my name. I am the
Missionary Field secretary of the Tamil Mis-
sion-of Seventh-day Adventists, and a worker
of the AllIndia. Medical and Educational
activities .of our socfety. I am out on a, very
important campaign. "I -1 may have the
courtesy of “a brief interview sometime to-

morrow when you are at your office, I shall -

be pleased to explain my campaign in detail.
I shall not take more than ive minutes of
your precious time. When may I call on
you, please?” Then came the favorable reply,
“You can see me about eleven in the ‘moin-
ing” - . . .

I went to his office exactly at the appointed
time, and explained our werk and appealed
to him for a donation. He was ‘pleased with
our humanitarian activities, and very will-

~ingly gave fifty rupees as his personal dona-

tion. He expressed his regret that, as a
managing director of -the mills, he could not
coniribute any sum from the mill, since they
recently had spent a condiderable amount on
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a medical project connected -with their mills,
Another person gave twenty-five rupees, thus

‘making a total of seventy-five rupees—more

than ‘my goal—collected easily from only two
persons. ‘ ‘

“The wealth of the Gentiles shall flow unto
thee.” Isaigh 60: 5 (marginal reading). I had
never experienced this promise in such full
measure before. Thank God for this new
experience.—M, K. Sanmuzr.

To Every Man His Work

Our Master has taken his journey
To a country far away,

And has left us a task to finish
Against His reckoning day; .

There’s a work for me, and a. work

for t{lou, N :
Something for each of His servants
to do.

Your task may be great-and gloriouns,
" And mine but a simple one;
It differs little. Thé question is,
Will His coming find it done?

.Or perhaps in His deeper knowledge,
He has thought it wise and best
That while others toil in service
Qur part be to wait and rest..

It matters not, in this little while,
Whether we work, or watch, or wait;
So we fill the place He assigns us,
Be the service small or grea.

Thete is one thing only concerns us—
To find the task that is ours;

And then, having found it, to do it
With all our God-given powers.

Our Master is coming most surely,
To reckon with every one;

$hall we then couni toil or sorrow, -
If His sentence be, “Well done?”

—The Gospel Sickle.

Impenetrable Barriers -
Surmounted!

With mighty. speed and. with penetrating
force the Voice of Prophecy Bible Correspon-
dence School lessons are léaping over thou-
sands of hitherto impenetrable barrers to
bring the glorious message of our Saviour's
gospel o a%l classes of people in this great
subcontinent of India, Burma, and Ceylon.
Never has such an interest been made mani-
fest in so short a time. More than twenty
thousand have entolled in our frst . Bible
Course. The Voice of Prophecy Bible Sthool
is contacting the intelligentsia of India.
Twenty per cent of our students ate men who
have one or more college degrees.

The Ceylon -branch school has enrolled

-eight thousand students in ei%hteen— months’

time. One thousand students have graduated
from this school, and seventeen people, so
far, have taken their stand and have been
baptized as a result of their study.

Our main school, located at our Division
Headgquearters, Poona, has made phénomenal
growth. Twelve thousand studenis enrolled
in the past seven months of 1947, and 65,000
test papers were. returned and corrected, and
107,800 lessons were sent out, *

Never have prospects for Christian growth

been brighter. Never has our work been more
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encouraging. The following extracts are taken
from a few of the thousands of letiers we re-
ceive every month:

“I.am very grateful for the kind interest
and loving care taken by you during the
period I studied your Bible Course I. This

. course has been very interesting and.inspiring,
and it has c:]earecrly up all the mysieries of
creation and existence of God and has shown
the tmie path of salvation. As a matter of
fact, this Bible céurse has led me from false-
hood to truth, Pray Ged to grant me strength
to obey His laws and follow the path shown
in His Holy Book.-I crave to see one of your
representatives and o attend one of your
churches. Will you, my dear téacher, kindly
help me in this matter? I intend to be bap-
tized during the Christmas vacation. Will
you please mform me of the nearest Adven-

tist chuzch where I _should proceed for the

purpose? I propose to take up your course II,
also, so I request you to furnish full parti-
culars. As” my university examination has
drawn very near, I propose to fake up the new
course just after the university examination.”
—Hmnou, B.A. ’

“l want. to become a member of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. I am going
to my mative place to unfold the truth which
I learned from you to all my kith and kin on
the eve of Christmas, and to hand over my
resignation chit to my priest in person.”—
Roman Carnorio,

“I am convinced that the seventh day
(Satarday) is the Lord’s Sabbath and Sun-
day. (first day) is man-made, hence, since
there are no devotional services or meetings
on Saturday, I am puzzled as to how to per-
form devotional duties. 1 would like to have
a representative visit me.”—Hinou, B.A.

“T wani to serve Jesus by obeying His

. laws and commandments, but worldly sur-
roundings are against me. So what shall I
do? If you can suggest any method for my
Future, {am by all means willing to give up

my faith and keep Sabbath as the sacred -

day. I have no peace'of mind when I remem-

ber that I have lost about 588 Sabbaths, So

what shall I do?”~Syr1an CHRISTIAN,

“Let me thank you and the staff very much
for the Bible Correspondence Course which
I have finished this day. I am pleased to
mention here that I have leamned some of the
fundamental teachings 'and prophecies that

. were closed for mé, Now I am convinced
that all your teachings are purely from the
Scriptures.”—DocTon.

“I have a great desite to translaie these
“Bible Correspondence lessons into the Telw
language, and have them printed and dis-
tribu‘tegB among my fellow Catholics in Andra
Desa. 1, being a Roman Catholic, after find-
ing out the truth about the Sabbath, want to

resion from the Catholic Church. I have-al-~

ready informed my friends and relatives -of
this fact. I want to see all my friends and
relatives ohserve the Seventh-day Sabbath, in-
stead of Sunday, a5 the day of rest.”—-Roman
Carmoric, ; .

“I wish to inform you that I would like-to '

become an evangelistic worker in the field
of gospel ministry. Your valuable lessons have
brought to me a light which I never knew
before and thank God and you for'your loving
labors through which the ‘grace of our Lord
is experienced. I am 2 singer and 2 violin
player, and, besides, a- medical man. After
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studyin,

your - lessons T.felt encouraged to let
others En

ow of the truth that I have expe-

" rienced. - T am surprised how much I have

learned and how much I can tell my fellow
brothers, Kmdly remember me in your prayers
that the Lord will give me strength to camy
on the good work. Thank you for all the
troub]e you have taken.”—Docror.

—A. E. Rawson.
+++
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God’s Love For Man
By Mrs. Mizorep A, Waoner

Notes to Leaders -

" The program for today can be very effective
if all details are carefully arranged beforehand.
Those having part in the special numbers
should be in their places ready to participate.
If the program has been duplicated so all par-
ticipants can have a copy, no announcements
need be made.

The parts call for two readexrs—one for the
Scripture and one for the Spirit of prophecy
reading, a narrator, a music leader, other spe-
cial readers, and singers. -

It is our hope that this another view of
God's love for man may lead the youth into a

- definite reconsecration’ today.

M.W.M.
-God’s Love for Man
Invocation w
Scrrerure: “Be still, and know that I am

God: I will e exalted among the heathen, I
will be exalted in the earth,” Psalm 46:10.

Response: The Promise

Sorerure: “If any man will do His will,
he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be
of God, or whether I spéak of Myself.” John
7: 17, .
Rramive: “As He went about doing good,
and healing all who were afflicted by Satan,
He made plain to men the tharacter of God's
law and, the nature of His service,” His life
testifies that it is possible for us also to obey
the law of God.”—Desire of Ages, p. 24,
. “Whoever will prayerfully study the Bible,

- desiring to know the truth, that he niay obey

it, will receive divine- enlighténment.”—Id.,
p. 459. . .

Supplication
* Paaver Soro: “Open My Eyes, That I
May Seé,” No. 185 in Gospel in Song.

Confidence -

"Scrirrure: “T know whem 1 have be-
Lieved, and am persuaded that He is able to
keep that which I have committed unto Him
against that day.” 2 Timothy 1: 12.

“Reanme: “Since Jesus came to dwell with
us, we know that God is acquainted with our
trials, and sympathizes with our griefs. Every
son and daughter of Adam may understand

‘that our Credtor is the friend of sinners. -

For in every doctrine of grace, every promise
of joy, every deed of love, every divine at-

traction presented in the Saviour’s life on

earth, we see ‘God with us.’”—Desire of
Ages, p. 24>
NARRA’I‘ION Through apprec:latmn of the
! A

* they follow Him. .
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character of Clmst, through ¢ommunion with
God, sin will become hateful to us and we
will let Jesus come into our hearts.
Conearcazionat Sowe: “Let Jesus Come
into Your Heast,” stanza 1, 2, and 3 of No.

- 41 in Gospel Melodies (congregation seated)).

Repentance .

Scriprure: “Come now, and let us reason
together, saith the Lord: though your sins
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
though they be red like crimson, they shall
be as wool.” Isaiah 1:18.

Reave: “In beholding his God, the
prophet, like Saul of Tarsus at the gate of
Damascus, had not only been given a view
of his own unworthiness; there had come to
his humbled heart the assurance of forgive-
ness, full and free; and he had arisen a

changed man. He had seen his Loxd, He

had caught a glimpse of the loveliness of the
divine character. He could testify of the
transformation wrought through beholding In-
fnite Love. =« . . "Why should ye be stricken
any more? ” he asks. ——Propkets and ngs,

- p. 314,

NARBATION And it will not be until

-eternity that one will understand the worth

of a soul. .

Musicar. Reapmve: “The Touch of the
Master’s Hand,” page 10. (Musical accompani-
ment [organ or marimba] “Does Jesus Care?”
No. 492 in Christ in Scmg h]

Confession -

Scrrerure: “The Lord hath appedred of
old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee
with an everlasting love: therefore with
lovingkindness have I drawn thee.” Jeremiah
31:3.

Rzapma: “It is not the fear of punishment,
or the hope of everlasting reward, that leads
the disciples of Christ to follow Him. They
behold the Saviour's matchless love, revealed

throughout His pilgrimage ‘on earth, from

the manger of Bethlehem to Calvary’s cross,
and the sight of Flim attracts, it softens and
subdues the soul. Love awakens in the heart
of the beholders. They hear His voice, and
. Today the same ten-
der, sympathizing heart is open to all the
woes of humanity. Today the hand that was
pierced is reached forth to bless more abund-
antly His people that are in the world.”—
Desire of Ages, p. 480, ’

Narrarion: ‘That same hand is extended in.

an invitation to you, ca]lmg, ‘Come unto
Me.”

Dugr: “Come unto Me * (No. 16 in Christ
in Song.)

Acceptance: ‘
Screrure: “Come unto Me, all ye that
labar and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and
learn of Me: for I am meek and lowly in

heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. -

For My yoke is easy, and My burden is
light.” Matthew 11:28-30.

Reapive: “The Elder Biother of our race
is by the eternal throne. . . . He knows by
experience what are the weaknes‘ses' of hu:
anity, what ate our wants, and where les

.,a

 will heal. . . .

) ) . 9
the strength of our- temptations. . . . He is
watching over you, trembling child of God.
Are you tempted? He will deliver. Are you
weak? He will strengthen. Are you ignorant?
He will enlighten. Are you wounded? He

Your spirit will be braced for endurance. The
way will be ‘opened for you to dlsentangle
yourself from embarrassment and dlﬂicu]t),
—Desire of Ages, p. 329.
"Nanrazrion: Can you accept so much love
without responding, “Jesus, I Come to Thee"?
ConcrecATIONAL Sone: “Jesus, I Come,”

stanzas 1, 2, and 3 of No. 63 in Gospel

Melodies.

’Protection

Scarprune: “Him that cometh to Nle I will
in no wise cast out. . . . He that cometh to

.Me shall never hunger; and he that believeth

on Me shall never thirst.” John 6: 37, 35.
Reapmve:  “Every man is free to choose
what power he will have to rule over him.
None have -fallen so kow, none are so vile,
but that they can find deliverance in Chuist.
... No ay from 2 soul in need, though
it fail of utterance in werds, will be unheeded.
. The spirits of darkness will battle for

“the soul once under their dominion, hut
angels of God will contend for .that soul .

with prevailing power.”——'Desire‘ of Ages, pp.
258, 259.
Narrarion: Will $oa not put your trust

and cmﬁdence in me; who “hideth” your

soul?
Concrecarronar Sowng: “He Hideth My

Soul,” stanzas 1, 2, and 3 oE\No 18 in

Gospel Melodies.

Secumy

Scrrerure:: “T have called upon Thee, for-
incline Thine -

Thou wilt hear me, O God:
car unto me; and hear niy speech. Shew Thy

marvelous Jovingkindness,, O Thou that’

savest by Thy right hand them which put
their trust in Thee from those that -rise up
against- them. Keep me as the appleof the

Whatever your anxjeties and .
trials, spread ount your case before the Lord.”

b

eye, hide me under the shadow of Thy

wings.” Psalm 17: 6-8.

Reapine: “As a consecrated high priest
He intercedes for, His people. As a faithful
shepherd He gathers Iis flock under the
shadow of ‘the Almighty, in the strong and
sure refuge.”--Desire of Ages, p. 680,

TFrust ) j
Scriprure: . “Let - mot your heart
troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in
Me. In My Father's house are many man-
sions: if it were not s6, I would have told
you. I go to prepare a place for you. And
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again, and 'receive you unto Myself;

" that where I am, there ye may be also.” John
14: 1-3.
Rrapive: “There are not many ways o

be ..

heaven. Each. one may not choose his own .

way. Christ says, T am the way: ... . ne
man cometh unto the Father, but hy Me.

. He is the. way by which alone we can .

hava access to God.”"—Desire of Ages, p. 663.

Narrarron: . Knowing that the  way He ' .
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leads is always good, we are glad that He
will lead us gently home.

Duer: “Lead Me Gently Home,
Ne. 208 in Gospel in Song.

Father,”

Consecration
“Tesus, I my cross have taken,
All to leavé and follow Thee;
All things else have T forsaken;
"Thou henceforth my.all shalt be.”

Reapivg: “Our Redeemer thirsts for rec-
ognition. He, hungers for the sympathy
and love of those whom He has purchased
with His own hlood. He longs with inexpres-
gible desire that they should come to Flim
and have life. As the mother watches for
the smile of recognition from her little child,

. so does Christ watch for the exprassion
of grateful love, which shows that spiritual
life is begun in the soul”—Desire of Ages,
p. 191, :

NanraTion: As we contemplate the great
love of God for map, realizing how many
times we have failed in the past, would
vou not like to stand with us in reconsecra-
tion, singing that lovely hymn, “My Jesus,
1 Love Thee"? ‘

CoNGREGATIONAL Sonc: “My Jesus, T Love
Thea,” all four stanzas, No. 104 in Gospel
Melodies. (Congregation standing, and re-
main standing for benediction.)

Closing Exercises
Soro: “An Evening Prayer,” No. 121 in

M.V. Songs.
BenepicTion,
Response 3y CocrrcaTion: Psalm
19: 14. ’
The Touch of the Master’s
Hand .

"Twas battered and scarred, and the auctioneer
Thought it scarcely worth his while

To waste much time on the old violin,

But held it up with 2 smils: ,
“What am I hidden, good folks,” he cried,

- “Who'll start the hidding for me?” .
“A dollar, a dollar”; then, “Twol” “Only two?
Two dollars, and who'll make it three? .
Thiree dollars, once; three dollars, twice;
Going for three~" But no,

From the room, far back, a gray-haired man
Came forward and picked up-the bow;

Then, wiping the. dust from the old violin,
And tightening the loose strings,

He played a melody pure and sweet

As a caroling angel sings. *

_ 'The music ceased, and the auctioneer,

With a voice that was quiet and low,

Said: “What am I bid for the old violin?”
And he held it up with the bow.

“A thousand dollars, and who'll make it two?
Two thousand! And who'll make it three?
Three thousand, once; three thousand, twice,
And going, and gone,” said he.

The people cheered, but some of them cried,
“We do not quite understand

What changed its worth.” Swift came the reply:
“The touch of a master's hand.” "
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And many a man with life out of tune,
And battered and scarred with sin,
Ts auctioned cheap to the thoughtless crowd,
Much like the old violin,
A “mess of pottage,” a glass of wine;
A game—and he travels on. .
He is “going” once, and “going” twice,
He's “going” and almost “gone.” - .
But the Master comes, and the foolish crowd
Never can quite understand
The worth of 2 soul arid the change thats
wrought

By the touch of the Master’s hand.

- —Mvyra Brooks WELcH, in

Best Loved Poems of the American People.

+++
August 21

Share Your Faith—
in the Pulpit
By L. A. SkimwER
ORDER OF SERVICE

Orervine DEvoTioNar, Exercises.

Missrowary REponTs.

Ozrprarony.

Serciar. Music,

IntrODUCTION: “Go Ye!”

Symposov: “Yakimaz Youth Share Theix
Faith”
“M. V. Evangelistic Effort in Kansas City”
“San Diege Voice of Youth Crusade”
“Orlando M.V. Society -Acts”

Prea: “Why Can’t Your Society—”

Respowse,

Crosme ExercISEs.

4+
Go Ye!

Jesus ‘said, “Go.” There is no more posi-
tive lanpuage wsed hy the Saviour in His
instruction to His followers than the gospel
commission, “Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel.” Mark 16: 15, Accordingly,

strong 4s the assurance that when this task

is fnished the end will come and Jesus

will raturn.

Although the ordained ministers and con-
ference workers giving their full time to this
program are- doing 2 very effective work in
reaching many people, yet, many villages
and cities of our country will never be
covered until our youth and other laymen
become inspired to take their places beside
thess chosen workers, Many young men and
young women are being constrained to find
opportunity to present this message publicly.
Groups are forming in various places, and it
is remarkable how the Lord is blessing these
efforts. ’ . .

Sofnetimes the meetings are held in a
schoolhouse, a deserted community church,
a public hall, store building, or in one of our
own churches. Onpe sign advertising the
meeting reads, YOUTH EVANGELISTS
IN ACTION FOR GOD. Another says,
VOICE OF YOUTH BIBLE CRUSADE,
Stll another says, YOUTH PREACHERS
ALL AMATEURS. Wherever the enthu-

August, 1948

siasm and consecration of youth overfiow,
the working of God's Spirit accomplishes
transformation in the lives of tmuth seckers.

One group of young women decided they
would conduct an all-girl public evangelistic
effort. They found a suitahle place and an-
pounced themselves as the girl evangelists,

Regardless of lack of ‘experience or of
natural timidity, when the necessity of pre-
senting this message Is urged home' to young
hearts, difficyltiss are overcome, obstacles are
surmounted, and God blesses the presentation
of the truth. “Lo, T am with you zlway, even
unto the end,” is a very comforting promise.
Matthew 28: 20.

444
Yakima Youth
Share Their Faith

How nuich these challenging and gripping
words—SHARE-YOUR-FAI'TH—are meaning
to Missionary Volunteers eternity will reveal.
What a phrase! What 2 challenge! What
2’ responsibility!

I saw the Yakima, Washington, Missionary
Volunteers in the midst of a demonstration of
this great movement. Here is the story:

The conference had decided fo tear down
a large tabernacle Jocated on one of the hroad
streets of Yakima, The Missionary Volunteers
said, “Let us have it. Can we use it for just
one more effort?” So with the help of their
pastor they organized a Missioriary Volunteer
Youth-for-Youth effort. These ifiectings are
held on Friday and Sunday evenings, and
are being conducted entirely hy young people,
featuring a guest speaker at each service.

When I was there, the tabernacle was
packed to the wall. Such was the cate at
every meeting. A uniformed choir, with a
large M.V. emblem on each "lapel, ushers,
and workers throughout the tabernacle marked
it as a2 genuine youth effort. '

What are the results of such a meeting,
where the local Missionary Volunteers are
even holding Bible studies with the interested
people and endeavering to bring men, women,
and youth of their city to a decision for God?
Here is the answer: Twenty-three were bap-
tized and arother dozen are in a baptismal
class, ’

Missionary Voluriteers everywhere, can you
not use your talents in a similar way? “Go
thou, and do likewise.” Share Your Faith!

—E. W. Dunsar,

+4+

If others tell you your wrongs, do not be
angry, but consider the matter carefully and
prayerfully, for they may not be far out.

+++

If you are needy, remember that it is your
very need which appeals to God's great heart
of love, and that He is ready and willing to
help you.

A4+
It you find it hard to love others because
of their fanlts, remember that ‘God loved you
“even when you were dead in trespasses and
sins.”
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"M. V. Evangelistic Effortin
Kansas City

Ona Suﬁday night I approached the newly
erected Seventh-day Adventist Church in
- Kansas City, Missouri, and saw on the front
of it a large sign which said, YOUTH
EVANGELISTS IN ACTION FOR GOD.
It was about 7: 10 p.M. and plans were being
put into action for the evening service. The
choir was assembling, the musicians were
finding their places, people were coming in,

_ ushers were busy, songbooks were being dis-
tributed, and during the next half hour
scores of people came into the church to fill
it to capacity—well over.two hundred.

The music leader was a young man, a
salesman, who with enthusiasm and efficiency
led the congregation in singing not only the
. hymns of the evangelistic songbook but
choruses, which they seemed to enjoy. . The
- opening of the, service found a good- -sized
youth choir ﬁlmg into the choir seats. The
 pastor of the Kansas City Church was taking
" a very great interest in the meeting and lend-
ing his support in a very fine manner.

The speaker of the evening was a young
man, a printer by trade, who introduced his
topic and presented it in a very logical and
interesting manner. e was forthright, posi-
tive, and enthusjastic in handling the Bible
doctrine. . Toward the close of his appeal he
sang, “There Are Two Ways For Travelers.”
At the close of this song he appealed to the
audience for individuals to give their hearts

fully to Christ, to follow Him and keep His.

commandments, and asked them to come for-
ward to the altar in token of this deeision.

As the choir sang softly, the young people’s
personal workers mingled in the audience.
Decxsmns were made, and seventeen persons
came forward to kneel at the altar in sur-
render

This was 2 very impressive service, and at
its close an inquiry meeting was held at

which the pastor and the young speaker talked |

with those who had made their decision. .

This was the fourth week of 4 series of
public meetings being conducted by the Mis-
sionary Volunteers of Kansas City. They
are looking forward -fo many more decisions.
Kansas City young people are supporting this
-series of evangelistic services. A fine group
of young men and young women are doing
personal work, and the prospect is good for
excellent results.

———— 14

San Diego Voice of Youth
Crusade

On Frday night, February 27, at the re-
quest of the pastor, Elder D. E. Dirksen, a
group of young people opened a six-weeks
series of youth evangelistic meetmgs in the
Broadway Church, San Diego, California. The
youth theémselves have done most of the
preaching, many of them being only in their
teens. The San Diego Union Academy has
provided ' a forty-piece orchestra. . Pictures
and beautiful new 'kodachrome shdes for the

series have been presented through the coit-
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tesy of the Mayse Studio, a Jocal concern.

A special fedture has been the Sabbath
morning 'Pmphecy Speaks” class, in which
scores of young people have, entolled. ‘This
class is taught by the pastor, Elder Dirksen,
and introduces the . interested people to our
Sabbath services. .

At the first baptism there 1 were ﬁfteen who
followed their Lord in this sacred ordinance,
and in this same meeting thirteen additional
persons mgnxﬁed their determination to par-
ticipate in the next baptism. Sixty-five are al-
ready in the baptismal class.

At the close of the six weeks, the young
people found it necessary to continue the
meetings until the summer because of the
large number who attended. One woman who
was baptized from Catholicism was greatly

_impressed with the sxmphcny and Christian.

modesty exemplified in the lives of the young
people. She was completely won by their
individual character and freedom from gaudil
ness and cosmetics which are so common in
the world. Because of their example and
‘before she was aware of Biblical principles
concerning it, she temoved all of her jewelry

" and mak&up

The young people who ‘are partlmpahng
in this program have found a new joy and
satisfaction in their own Christian experience.
Thus, the Share-Your-Faith spirit marches on.

Orlando M. V. Society Acts!

The Orlando, Florida, delegates returned
from the North American Youth’s Congress in
San Francisco filled with enthusiasm to Share-
Their-Faith. Tinmediately upon ariving home,
they gave ‘such enthusiastic reports that the
entire soc:ety caught fire and began at once
to organize for a definite evangelistic effort,

“The leader of the Central Orlando Society,

Miss Tlene Hall, called a group together and
they laid plans at once to conduct 2 study
group to prepare for this program. The Shuler

M. V. Crusader studies with the filmstrips )
were used as a basis for their study. Various .

young people prepared these studies and pre-

_sented them befote the group.

In the littde town of Ocoee, about rwelve
miles from Orlando, an émpty store bulldmg
was found in the center of the town, and was
rented for forty dollars a month. The glass-
fronted building was converted into an attrac-
tive little chapel, with a neat rostrum bearing
the motto, HOPE FOR TOMORROW; a

sign in the window reading, YOUTH CRU-

SADE CENTER. The young pedple obtained

# piane, and one hundred folding chairs, and

put up decorations with white lattice work,

tubs of Florida palms, and baskets of gladioli.
Types of aglvertising were studied for intro-

ducing the meetings.

. In one evening the Missionary Voluntéer

Society quickly raised the money needed for

the advertising and the rent. The saciety also
purchased an S.V.E. projector and a set of
M. V. Crusader filmstrips, raising the money
for this equipment in three evenings. The
territory of Ocoee was thoroughly worked with
handbills and personal calls.

The youth chose for their theme song “A
New Day Dawning.” Youth wer:e appomitd

(cthers
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.o act as ushers, to operate the projector, and

to direct the music. One young woman- is
pianist, another mimeographs handbills and

copies of sermons, another has charge of the ~

junior story period, and others care for mis-

" cellaneous items. Newspaper men have been
exceptionally interested and have used ma-

terial sent them on the youthi activities, even
placing it on the front page with pictuzes of
the leaders.

The Frst meeting opéned on the evening
of April 3 with every seat filled. The three
yoting men speaking in this effort are Leslie
Shefficld, Larry Hughes, and Theodore
Bosarge, They have arranged an abundance

of music, both instrumental and vocal, for .

all meetings, as well as an orchestra and a
small choir. The first night, Leslie Sheffield
made a call for names and got twenty-three
signatures fequesting further information. At
the next meeting sixteen more names were
received. Up to the present time they have

" mote than forty names of interested folk. This
" effort was te be conducted for a month, but

the interest was so keen that when the ques-
tion was put to the audience as to whether or
not they would like to have the meetings con-
tinue, they heartily voted “Yes.” The effort
is continuing now in the second month.

The Missionary Volunteer Society behind

this effort }s most enthusiastic, and the attend-
ance at the Friday night meetings is unusually

laa;ge A definite spirit of evangehsm is work-
ing in the organlzatlon The Lord is blessing”

this soulwinning program put on by these

young people who‘ have comsecrated their

talents to the service of the King in working
for this suburban community.
- ~Harry M. LODGE

Why Can’t Your Soc1ety—---
" Sponsor a Public Meeting?
As a result of the seven or eight union-wide

Youth’s Congresses held in North America
this summer, scores of groups similar to those

in the stories recounted above are going out -

into, commiinities to present the third .angel’s
message. -

Your group shou]d do something in this
field. Have you tried the Bible lawn parties?
Some warm summer evening hold a meeting
on a cool, green lawn. Put up a screen, attach
your extension cord to the projector, and
invite a few friends over. Begin your pictures
as dusk falls. Perhaps passersby will be at-
tracted. Develop an interest. Follow up with
Bible studies in the homes. Perhaps the film
on Daniel 2 may be shown in your public
park or town hall. Use this occasion to get
names for a Bible Correspondence Course as
well as for more literature and follow-up work,

Another way to gather names, present the

truth, and arouse interest is to put a display
in some empty stare wmdow Make some
attractive signs, advertise your meenngs, have
some literature which may be given out—
pictures of the image of Daniel 2, animals of
Daniel 7 and- 8, a madel of the sanctuary, or
All of these will attract attention and
be a means of biinging contacts with inter
ested peOple



12

It is now time for every society to vigorously

carry forward a specific evangelistic ‘project. ©

The communify needs it; young pecple need
to do it. Time is very short. When the
Saviour comes, the best way for us to be
found is working for Him.

“T'ransgression has almost reached its limit.
Confusion fills the world, and a great terror
is soon to come upon human beings. The end
is very near. We who know the truth should
be preparing for what is soon to break upon
the world as an overwhehmng surprise, . . o

“The Lord ]esus is calling for self-denying
workers to follow in His footsteps, to walk
and work for Him, to lift the cross, ‘and to
follow where He leads the way.

“Many are readily satisfied with offering the

- Loxd trifling acts of serviee.”--Testimonies,
Vol. 8, p. 28, )

o+

August 28
Know Your Bible Seas?

- By Evsm Lewis Rawson

ORDER OF SERVICE

Sicexnt Praver.

Orerane Hymx: “Jesus Calls Us,” Ne. 521
in Church Hymnal.

Scrrprure (in unison): Psalm 23.

PravER.

. Rurory.

-~OFFERTORY.

Eraper's REMaRKs.

- Seporar. Sone: “Holy River,” No. 347- in
Chmt in Song. .

Tarx: “Rivers and Seas in-Bible H1story

Quiz: “Do You Know?”

Sympostum: “Six Bodies of Water.”

Sonc: “Shall We Gather at the River?” No.
555 in Church Hymnal.

Targ: “The Sea of CGalilee”

Sowe: “Fhere Shall Be Showers of Blessmg,
No. 652:in Church Hymmnal,

BeNEDICTION. )

Note to Leaders

Tt would be well to have those faking part
give the content of some of the Bible verses
to which reference only is made today. Con-
sulting any standard Bible dictiona wﬂ] be
helpful 'to” those the talks, Also locate
on a large map Ee places mentioned.

' Rivers and Seas in
‘Bible History

Rivers and bodies of water havé always
played an interesting part in the history of
God’s people from .the fime when Adam first
gazed on the River of Life in the Garden of
Eden, down to our present time.

- We are urged to “worship Him that made
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the
fountains of waters,” Revelation 14:7.

Today we Chrstians Jook forward to the
time when we will rest beside the still waters
in the earth made new, and drink of the
wat;r of Life. (Psalm 23: 2; Revelation 22:
17. -

 [Nile]
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Up to the time of the Flood, rain had
never descended. There went up a mist
from the earth, and watered  the whole face
of the ground. When ‘the Flood came, “the
same day were all the fountains of the great

- deep-broken up.” The surface of the earth

became diversified, and seas came into exis
tence where there had been none, also many
Jarge rivers with their tributaries.

As the Jewish people gazed upon the river,
ﬂowmg calmly toward the sea, they compared
it with' the steady fow of a Christian life,

- The rushing sea typ:ﬁed trouble, unrest,
commotion, wickedness. (Isaiah 57:20.)) So
when the Jewish seer depicted the future
home of the blessed, he wrote, “There was no
more sea.” Revelation 21: 1.

In the ﬁguratwe Ianguage of the Scnp
wres, the rising of a river in flood signified
the furious advance of mvading armies. (Jere-
miah 46: 7, 8; Isaiah 8:7%, 8.) The trials

of affliction are- compared to the passage of .

dangerous fords. (Isaiah 43:2.) The river

is significant of abundance ‘and of the favor-

of God. (Job 29:6; Psalm 36: 8.) To the
chedient, peace is exhaustless as a river.
(Tsaiah 48: 18.) Prevailing righteousness be-
comes resistless as an overflowing stream.
(Amos 5:24.)

During Moses’ time we find that the wrath
of God was poured out upen the rivers.
(Exodus 7:20.) During -the final wrath of
God, the rivers will again be visited by, God's

. Jdispleasure. (Revelation 16: 4.)

In the closing chapters of the Bible we
are given the déscription of the New Jern-
salem, and through the midst of it flows the
River of Life, clear as crystal. There God's
people will dwell in safety beside the still
waters of life, through the ceaseless ages of
eternity.

Is Christ dwelling in your heart and mine
by faithy Have we gccepted His invitation,

“Whosoever will, let him take the water of
life freely”? If so, then we may expect to
behold the grand original of the “pure river
of water of life, clear as crystal, proceedin
out of the throne of Ged and of the Lamb "
Revelation 22: 17, 1.

Do YouKnow?

What river divided asunder to allow the
children of Istael to pass over on dry land?
(Jordan] - -

In what rivér was the baby Moses hid?

What body of water was so named because
aof strife and contention? [Meribah] -

On the banks of what river dld Jacob
wrestle with the angel? [Jabbok]

In what river was Jesus baptized? [Jordan]

On the banks of what river did Elijah find
refuge during the three years oE famine?

g [Brook Cherith]

In what river did Naaman dip seven times?

. [Jordan]

On what sea did Jesus walk? [Galilee]

In what sea was Paul shipwrecked? [Medi-
terranean|

What brook did David cross when fleeing
from Absalom? [Xidron]
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What river was turned to blood at ome .
time? “[Nile]

Name the sea that witnessed a great miracle
during Old Testament times? [Red Sea]

In what river did John baptize? [Jordan)

What waters were called “Bitter”? [Marah]

Six Bodies of Water
KIDRON

Kidron—The name of a valley, nearly three ,
miles in length, which hounds the platean of
Jerusalem on the east, This valley of river
continues a long winding course till it reaches
the Dead Sea. It is always dty, except during
and lmmedlately after the heavy rains of the
winter. Then it becomes a torrent.

It is interesting to note that the custom of -
burying Istaclites there, which is still ob-
served today, is-referred to in 2 Kings 23: 6,
12, and godly kings, who from time to time
found it necessary to cleanse the temple of
idolatrous symbols, made the Kidron valley the
dumping place for the ashes of these abomi-
nations.

The Kidron separates Jerusalem from the
Mount of Olives and had to he crossed by

those going from the city to Bethany or Jericho,

JABBOK
The river Jabbok is a tributary of the Jor-

- dan, The Jabbok is famous on account of

the striking incident of Jacob’s wrestling there
with the angel. (Genesis 32: 22-24.)

. BROOK CHERITH

The brook Cherith was on the east of Jor-
dan. ‘Here Elijah was fed. (1'Kings 17: 3-5.)
NILE

The Nile was rich in" fish, and was the
home of the crocodile and hippopotamus. It
bore most of the internal traffic of Egypt; but
it was pre-eminently the one source of water,
and so of life and fertility, in a Jond wl:ucb
without it would have been desert,

The Nile is outstanding in Bible ‘history
because it was in the rushes of the Nile River
that the mothet of Moses hid 'her haby after
three months.

Pharach “ made daily pilgrimages to the
banks of the Nile to worship his gods.

Many of the plagues centered around the
Nile River—the waters of this great xiver were -
turned to blood, it was out of the river that
the plague of frogs came forth, and when
Moses raised his rod on the banks of this
river, flies and lice came forth in abundance.

THE WATERS OF MERIBAH

Metibah (Exodus 17: 1-7)—Miraculous gift
of water at the spot near Horeb, which-was
called “testing” and “contention” because the
people tested Jehovah by doubtmg His provi-
,dence, and contended with Mo

JORDAN

The Jordan is the longest and most im-
portant river in Palestine. The name Jordan
means “to descend.,” It doubtless derives its
name from the fact that the geology of the
Jordan is unique. Rising high up among the
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" foothills of Mt. Hermon, in its short coursg of ‘

one hundred miles it falls about three thou-
sand feet and empties info the Dead Sea
There is the upper and lower Jordan. The
upper Jordan is that pertion of the ‘river be-
tween Lake Huleh and the Sea of Galilee.
The lower Jordan ‘is an appropriate designa-

tion for that portion of the river between the
_ Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea. )

The Jordan is frequently mentioned in both
the Old and New Testaments:

Lot is said to have chosen all the circle of .
" the Jordan because it was well watered every:

where. (Genesis 13: 813.)

Joshua and all Israel crossed over the Jor-
dan on dry ground, (Joshua 3: 17.)

Naaman, the Syrian, was directed to go and
swash in the Jordan sévén times that his leprosy
might depart from him. (2 Kings 5: 10.)

It viras at the Jordan that John the Baptst
preached and baptized because there was much
water there,

It was in the river Jordan that Jesus was
baptized. - )

Today thousands of pilgtims from all parts
of the civilized world visit the Jordan.

GALILEE -

The Sea of Galilee is an expansion of the
Jordan thirteen miles long, eight miles wide.
Its surface is about ‘seven hundred feet below
that of the Mediterranean, Its maximum depth
is about 150 feet. In shape it is like a pear,
narrow end pointing southward. Like the
Dead Sea, it is set deep among the hills which
tise on the east side to a height of about two

. thousand feet.

The original name of the sea seems to
have been Chinnereth, which in Hebrew
means “harp.” The name is supposed to have

~ been given to the sea on account of its fanci-

ful resemblance to such an instrument. In the
gospels it is referred to by a variety of names.
Besides such general terms as The Lake, The
Sea, we find Lake of Gennesaret, Sea of Ti-

berias, but most frequently it is called the -

Sea of Galilee.
The sea in the time of Christ was sur-

. rounded by a number of important citjes, each

of them the center of agriculture. The fishing
industry was eitensive, and where now but a
few small boats are to be seen, there evidently
were formerly large fleets of fishing vessels.
The fishing trade of Galilee was of great im-
portance, and was renowned throughout the
-world. Owing to the great heights of the

"-mountains sutounding the lake, differences of

temperature are produced, which give rise to
sudden and violent storms, Twe such storms
are 'mentioned in the gospels. (Matthew 8:
‘24; Mark 4: 36, 37; Luke 8: 22, 23.)
Today, Jesus is longing to rebuke the winds
_of doubt and the billows of skepticism which
the enemy of both God and man is raising up
around youth, in order to engulf them so that

they may make shipwreck of their souls and -

fall an easy prey to Satan’s vindictiveness.

[ e

Push ‘as hard as you may at the gate of
-success, it will creak and stick unless you
oil its hinges with couttesy.'—Sdected.
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Thomas "
Who Had To Be Shown
ORDER OF SERVICE

Sone.

Sonrerurg: Selectons from Hebrews 11.-

Praven, L .

Reporrs o Missionarny WoRk,

SEcreTARY's REPORT.

OFFERTORY, - - .

Taix: “Thomas—Who Had to Be Shown.”
(See Notes to Superintendents.) ’

" Powm: “Faith.”

Onjeer Tarx: “Faith in Jesus.” (See Notes
. to Superintendents.) .
Osjecr Tark: “The Lever of Faith.”

-~ Srory: “Why Phebe Sué Was Not Afraid.”

Exercise: “Champions of Faith.”
Sowne. . '
BENEDICTION.

Notes.to Superintendents

Tarx: Tromas—Wao Han 1o B Ssown.

t oui as
d hKim and

what would you do? You would
guickly as you could if you belie

“had faith in_him, wouldn’t you?

Faith is -the foundation of all our living,

" of commerce, of everything worth while,

—Tell the two stories of doubting Thomas. -

He bad walked and- talked with Jesus here on

carth for three years. He knew that his

Master always spoke truthfully; yet when

Jesus spoke of something that Thomas did not -

actually know about, he could not believe it
was true. (John 14: 1-6.) It is all right for
us to want to understand, but Thomas’ ques-
tion implied that he did not really believe any
such thing was going to happen. If he doubted
the word of Jesus, we should not be surprised
at the second story (John 20: 19-29), when
Thomas had only the word of his fellow dis-
ciples, Note Jesus' commendaton to those

who believe even though ‘they have not seen .

just how the matter is going-to tum out.
Opjecr Tark: Fate Inv . Jesus—(Ask a

boy or girl to press the button or move the

switch which will turn on the electric lights
in the room. Ask what will happen when the
button is pressed.) Can anyone tell why the
light came on? Do we know 2ll about elec-
tricity? No, we know very little about it, but
we know some things that it will'do. (Have
the switch turned oﬂ'g.)' Since we know so very

ittle about électricity, why is it that we know

that by pressing the button we will get the

- light? " Yes, it is because we have done it
Before, and sémebody told us at first that it -

would do that”, .

(Show a timetable) Ask the Juniors to go
with you on an imaginary trip to some desired
distant point- Read the stations lsted be-
tween your- home and that city. Do the

Banks do fail and advertisements are not al-
ways honest, but our faith in God and in'His
promises will not be misplaced. He is the
same yesterday, today, and forever. Jesus has
told us that if we.will give our-bearts and
our lives to Him, He will mun on a light
within us. He has promised to turn our
wicked hearts into good ones. Instead of do-.
ing paughty things, we will want to do only
those things which are good. We can be
changed just as completely as the toom is
changed when the light is turned on- ‘

Faith
Faith is the wondrous, Jiving link .
That binds the trusting soul to God;
Tt lights the darkness, smooths the-way,
- Giaves comfort through His staff and rod.

- Faith makes the past an open book; .
It trustyHis word, yields to His power;
Lays hold of God’s almighty hand,
" And lives with Him from hour to hour,.

Faith proves His every promise sure;
It feels the final triumph near;

It ever dwells with hope-and love,

" And casts out every haunting fear. -

- Faith works by love the soul to cleanse;
I¢ purifies heart and life;

It riimphs over every foe,

Gives victory in daily sﬁ';'fé. )

Lord, give nlie' such a faith as this,
That firm my trust may be in Thee;
Help me to keep the nartow way,
For I, in peace, Thy face would see. -
T ~C. P. Bortman.

The Leve1; of Faith .-

(Mareriars: A book, a ruler, and several
dollars, or weights of some kind.)

Two hundred and eighty-seven years before
our Saviour came to the earth, a wise man by
the name of Archimedes discovered the prin-
ciple of the lever, We will place this hook
upright on the table or a chair and lay a ruler-
across it. We find that there is one point at
which the ruler will balapre. This point is

. called the fulerum. Now we will put a dollar

Juniors know all about these cities? How do .

they know they will amive.if they board the
train? C ) ’ Co

Faith in God is not so hard to m;dexstand

, and practicé when we call to mind the many-

ways in which we exercise faith in other thinés
of life. In banking our money; ordering goods

by telephone, buying railroad tickets, accept-

ing promises, we must exercise faith, ..
Suppose a man should put his head in the
door and say that this building is on fire—

. - . B

on, each end of the ruler, and it will still .

" balance at the same point. But if we put two

dollars 6n one end, that end will sink at once,
and to make it balance we must shift the
rulér and make the-light end twice as” long
as the heavy one, because the heavy end has
twice as imuch weight on it. If we put three
dollars on the beavy end, .we musf again
lengthen the light end until it is three times
the length of the heavy one. And so we may -
go on adding dollars and lengthening the light -

end of the ruler until the heavy end is quite

. F
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close to the fulerum, or resting point of the
ruler, and still the one weight will balance
all the others.

The principle of the lever is of great use in
building. A heavy stone or a block of marhle
which no set of men could lift by their own
strength, may be easily raised by fastening it
to the short end of the lever, and then the
weight of the men at the other end will bal-
ance it, 25 the one dollar balances all the
others on our ruler. '

Archimedes did a great thing indeed for
the world when he gave to it the principle of
the lever; but Jesus gave a finer and more

valuable revelation when He told His dis-

ciples about the mighty lever of faith. Great
mountains, He said, can be removed hy one
having even a tiny grain of faith. (Matthew
17: 20; 211 22; Luke 17: 6.) People who see

- before them in the path of duty tasks which

are heyond their own strength, have only to
make use of the great lever of faith in God,

“and they will find that their dreaded tasks can

be accomplished easily and even pleasanily.
People who have heavy burdens of sickness or
trouble to hesr through life, need only to put
the lever of faith beneath the trials, and they
will ind not only the hurden but their own

. souls carried happily through the years.

This lever of faith is free to all, and those
who have tried it testify triumphantly of its
,power, as does Paul. (Read Philippians 4:
13.) James warns us that unless we use this
lever we need not expect anything from God.
(Read James 1: 6, 7; Hebrews 11: 6. Since
this lever of faith is such a desirable thing to
have, and since it is free to-all, Jet us go boldly
to the throne of grace, and ask that it may
be given to us.—Experimental Object Lessons,
by Charlotte B, Gray.

Why Phebe Sue Was
Not Afraid

Phebe Sue Joved the flowers and trees and
everything beautiful; hut most of all she Toved
birds, and they loved her. Often when her
mother missed her, she would find her in the
garden with birds all about her, some of them
eating crumbs from her hand, She was only
six years old. ’

“Mother, may I spend the night over at
Aunt Carrie’s?” Phebe Sue asked early one
summer morning. “She says she likes to have
me come to see her, and she has lovely birds
and fowers.”

“Well, dear, I see no reason why vou

should not spend the night with your Aunt

"Carzie. Yather is driving by there this-mom-’

ing and he will take you, You can come home
through the woods in the morning. You have
come alone many. times; but be sure to come
early in the morning.” )

The next morning father had to pass Aunt
Carrie’s again on an errand. As he drove out
of the yard, he called, “Mother, T'll stop at
Clarrie’s and get Phebe Sue.”

Augt Carrie met him at the door with,

“Did Phebe. Sue enjoy her day?”

“What do you mean, Carrie? Isn't Phebe
Sue hered” ’
" #“Q dear, Jonathan, didn’t she come home
last night? What could have happened? She's
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!
walked between here and home many times.
In the afterncon she decided she wanted to
go home. I wasn’t afraid, and she wasn't,
and she started in plenty of ‘time to get home
before sundown.”

They didn’t linger to talk, but started out
through the woods the way Phebe Sue had
gone. When they came to where the r0ad
forked, Jonathan said to Aunt Catrie, “Maybe
she pottered along playing with the birds and
fowers and then took the wrong road. If she
had taken the right one home, she’d be there.”

So they started out on the wrong road and
finally came to a lumber camp. Two sawmill
hands were sitting on a log eating sandwiches,
and standing in front of them was Phebe Sue
telling them her story, The men explained
to Aunt Carrie and father that they were
almost frightened when they came out of their
cahin at daybreak to see a little girl coming
toward them out of the woods, alone. They
had soon found out who she was and were

i

i
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then -about prepared to take her to her home.

When they reached home, Phebe Sue’s
mother asked, “But where did vou. sleep.
Weren't you frightened there in the woods
alone in the dark?” !

“But, Mother, it wasn’t dark. The moon was
shining as bright as day, and I knew God was
watching me. I wasn’t a bit afraid, hecause a
little bird sang to me all night long. I eould
see it on a limb right close to me, When I
got sleepy, I lay down on the leaves, and as
long as I was quiet, the hird did not sing.
But every time I moved, it would sing; it
sounded as if it said, ‘Pm staying with you;

" don't be afraid” And'I wasn't afraid, Mother,

with the moon telling me God was there, and
the bird singing to me all night.” .

As mother took Phebe Sue in her arms and
held her very tight, a tear d{,opped on her
tousled hair, and mother said to Aunt Carrie
and father, “How happy and safe we would

-all Feel if we had the faith of Phebe Sue.”

Champions of Faith

(Recitation for twelve Juniors)

I sing the faith of Abel, when he built
An altar to his God, and on it laid
A sacrificial lamb, to show his guili—
A debt that he believed by blood was paid—
A type of Chrigt, the Lamb of God, who died
.That guilty sinners might be justified.

I sing the faith of Noah, who believed
A o?)d would come, though flood had never
een
And proved his faith in warnings he received,
Preparing for a floed as yet unseen;
Chuist is the Ark today, in floods of sin;
May [, like Noah, be by God shut in.

I sing the faith of Joseph, rudely torm

From home and father's side] to be a slave; -

But God was with him, lonely and forlorn,
And to the vouth great revelations gave;
And made him second ruler in the land,
“Trusted ;nd true, all things beneath his
hand. -

-1 sing a woman’s faith, who laid her child
Among the river rushes, though the law
Demanded he should die; but as he smiled,
Her faith in hith a futbre leader saw,
. And God rewarded that fond mother’s faith
"And saved that infant from the sword of
death. '

I sing of Moses and Egyptian nights,
A night when blood of lambs alone could
save;
When o'er the land death sped his deadly
flight, L.
And swept the firssthorn sons in one vast
) ave;
And Oni;; where the spritikled blood he saw, -
Did he forbear his fatal sword to draw.

I sing the faith of Joshua, son of Nun,
Whom God gppomted 1o command the host;
His faith brought victory at Jericho,
And silenced all the Canaanitish boast.
He simply marched around the city wall;
The trumpets blew; he saw
fall. -

the bulwarks .

I sing the faith of David, who went forth

Clad in the might of God to meet the foe—
A boasting giant, foaming in his wrath—

And with a slin. -hurles pebhle laid him low.
A shepherd lad, who later was a king,

By faith exchanging for a crown his sling,

the faith the Jlonely leper had, ’
o told the Healer if He would, He could; -
And in a moment the good Lord was glad

To heal the leper, as he knew He would:
His faith rewarded by a power unseen,

The “lg)rd of life, the summons, “Be thou
clean.”

I sing

I sing her faith who washed the Saviour's feet
And kissed them with a holy kiss of love;

Who came behind Him as He sat at meat
And wiped them with her hair, her love to

Pprove.

Some blamed her holdness; but the Master
knew :

What prompted her—a spirit brave and true.

I sing the faith the dying thief displayed—
A faith that cheered the Saviours latest
hour—, ' .
Where “Lord, remember me,” he simply prayed,
And proved the gracious Lord’s forgiving
power,
And heard Him say, “Thou shalt, redeemed
from sin,
In time to come, to paradise pass in.”

I sing the faith of the aposile Paul,
Converted from an enemy, to be

A herald to the Gentiles, giving all
His former pride, to'traverse land and sea

. For his dear Saviour, .knowing shame and

logs— ‘ .
A preacher of salvation by the cross.

I sing the faith of sirners saved today,
o have the selfsame faith as they of old;
Faith in arisen Lord, whom they obey,
And the eld story still to sinners told,
And still beliéved by thousands. Hast thow
© faith?,
Dost thou believe all that the old Book
saith? '

—~Wrrrram Lurr.
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Juniors Have a Place
in the Church
. By Fraxg E. Mansa

p ORDER OF SERVICE

Oprmmve Sona: “The Captain’s Call,” No. 66
in M. V. Songs.

Prayen.

ANNOUNOEMENTS.

Rxeponts,

OprERTORY..

Serrrrure: Psalm 119: 9-16.

Tarx: “The Church Needs Juniors.”

Exmrcise: “What Does the Church Oﬁ-‘er?”

Symrostun: “What a Junior Gan Do.”

“Torics ror Discussron. (See notes.)

Crosive Sowe: “Living for Jesus,” No. 32 in
M. V. Songs. - .

BENEDIGTION.

Notes to Superintendents

A Christian life is not complete .without

worship and service. We come to church and
to Junior meeting to study how to live, and to
show the world that we are mot ashamed to
confess Christ; and we spend the rest of the
time living as the Bible teaches.

We hope that today the Juniors may realize
-more folly just the place which they can fll
in the worship and service’ of their own
churckh.

Missionary Volunteer Leaflet 11, “Society of
Junior - Missionary Volunteers,” should be
studied carefully’ by each Junior superin-
tendent and €3Cﬁ Junior leader.

The new M. V. Leaflet 10, “40,000 Boys
and Girls Deserve Leadership,” outlines an ex-
panded J.M. V. activity program which should
be planned for every larger church, and most
of the smaller ones. Study this leaflet care-

Fully, also.”

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Discuss the value of the following in
* character bu1ldmg Tithes and offerings, ordi-
nances, active participation in the Sabbath
school and in the Missionary Volunteer So-
Clet
2}’ What can juniors do to maimtain the
standards and ideals of the church?
v 3, In what particulars may the church bene-
fit by the willing service of juniors?

"The Church Needs Juniors

I have in my garden a hive of bees. As
1 watch them from time io time, I notice
somie scurrying off to the fields; others just

standing at the enttance fanning their wings;

“ others cleaning the pollen off the returning
. bees; but every bee is ‘busy Wlth its special
task,
~ Then as we watch an anthill, we ﬁnd that
the ants are all busy, coming and going,
some foraging for food; others protecting their
entrances and acting as soldiers; some keep-
ing the passages open. Everything is dome
- in an orderly way, and everyone is busy.
Solomon advised us to go to the ant and
consider her ways.
Juniors are just as active as the ants or the
bees. They dre never still a moment—al-
ways looking for something to do, and always

dofng something. These Junior workers are

1
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always ready for any task. The otto of
every Junior should be, “Be ye doers of the
word.”

Some inhabitants of the beehive are called
drones.

the others-to wait on them while they lead

a life of ease. This condition is tolerated for.-
a while, but as soon as the food supply be-’
gins to run Jow, they are diven from the hive
by the other bees in a most unmerciful way. .

So it is with Juniors who neglect to do their
part. Things do mot go right with them, -
When each one’s work is done, in the
heehive or in the Junior Scciety, the whele
plan fits together. Each Junior Seciety doing
its part makes it easy for the whole confer-
ence fo do its parf; and when each con-

ference .does its -part; the whole jumior

department will accomplish a mighty work.
It matters not where it is—whether in America,
or in India, or in Africa, or in some small

istand—each Junior must be a warker and do

his part, before the work can be a success.

What Does the Church Offer?

The church offers Juniors a school through
which we may learn to konow Christ. Only
“those who have fortified the mind with the
truths of the Bible will stand through the
last great conflict.”—The Great Comtroversy,
pp. 593, 594, ‘

The church offers Juniors a kospital, where
those who are sick at heart and sick in sins
may find belp, and where Christ may save
and heal them from their sins, Youth  ap:
preciates a vigorous, healthy spmtual life as
well as physical life.

The church offexs Juniors a wm'ksho:p,"

where we may learn to serve Christ by help-
ing our fellow men. Flere we grow and are

able to learn to" do something which wxll .

belp others. .

"The church offeis ]umors a’ fellowship
center. We meed the association of fellow
members and a close fellowship with Jesus
Christ.

The church offers youth a fortress, where -
‘they may fight on the side of Christ. The

struggle in the world today between the
forces of good and the forces of evil calls

for all the strength of young men and young

women in order .that they may win the
victory over their adversary.

The church offers youth the gate of heaven
to an eternal home, where those who have
trjumphed over the forces of evil and who
haye developed their talents by faithful serv-
ice may at last enjoy life everlasting. (Read

Genesm 28: 17.)

What a Junior CanDo

Now what are some of the things a ]umor,

can do?

He Can Trrx, Ornmms .

A Junior has learned the story of Jesus,
and ‘he knows that blessings have come to hin.
He can’ tell ‘others sbout his church, and

bring them along with him. -If &t is not

possible for Juniors to be missionaries’ child-
ren and have a part in telling the story to
the heathen, they can tell the’ story where

Drones do no work, but require .
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they are and can help send missionaries who
] : . 3
will tell thekstory of Jesus™ love.
Hz Caw Pray - .
Jesus could .not do His work without
ptayer. 'We must devote some time each

day to prayer and communion with our
heavenly Father, and ask Ilim to help us

. to be better workers for Him. If we ask God
to help us with every task we have to do,

He will help us. Do you ask God each
morning to help you do some good deed that
day? Do you thank Iim for chances to do
good for others? Are you ready to pray in
Junior meetings? Do you take part in sen-
tence prayers? If not, will you ay to do this
in’ future meetings? 1f a Junior is to be'a

real worker, one of the fisst things he must

do is to pray for God’s help in his work.

e Can Srupy -
No one can do God’s work without study-

ing. We must learn what He wants us to

do. The Bible tells us God’s will, so the
first thmg for us to do in order to be good
workers is to study His Word. We must
study our Bibles daily.
taking a long journey without a map to

guide him; so we must learn our course by

studying the way Jesis would have us go.
Each year some books are selected for the
Junior M.V. Reading Course. How many
have read the books for 19487 They were
chosen because they would be of interest
and help to.Juniors. .
Hr Can Wosk )

If a Junior is to be a worker, he must
have some real work 10 do. There are many

useful things that a Junior can do—running
errands, helping to tidy the home, reading

the Bible and other bocks to older folks who
cannot sce well, distributing literature, giv-
ing members of the family and others plea- |
- sant surprises, and many other things. ;

He Cax Gve

When we have an investment in something,’

we take much more interest in its well-being
than we would otherwise; so it is with help-
ing support the work. in the church with our
offerings and our fithes. Every boy and girl
should have an investment project whereby
he  can learn to increase his small capital.
He should learn to pay his tithe faithfully
and to give offerings cheerfully

Jesus spoke to us in the parable about
improving our talents, As we read that story,
we do not have any pity for the man who
wasted his talent. -Let us all be faithful in
using thie talents: gwen ais so that we may
have ]esus say fo us, “Well done‘"

" Life’s best things,—simplicity, honesty, trath-
fulness, purity, mtegnty,—-cannot be bought
or sold. 'They are as free to the ignorant as to
the educated; to the humble laborer as to the

honored statesman.—Ellen G. White, M:mstfy
‘of Healing, p. 198. . '

“Life is not so shoré but that there is always
time enough for courtesy”’—Ralph Waldo

Emerson.

Nobody thinks of

Y
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August 21
What Rights Do Others Have?
* ORDER OF SERVICE

Sowa: “Do Your Bit,” No. 84, in M.V. 8ongs.

PRAYER."

PRESPONSE AFTER
True,” No. 58.

Misstonanry REPORYS,

SecrETARY'S REpPORT.

OFFERTORY.

Scmeerune Lzsson: 1 Kings 21: 1-20.
(Bring out.the selfishness of Abab in
wanting what belonged to Naboth.)

Sowa: “Can He Count on You?” No. 49.

Stony: “Tom’s Thoughtlessness.”

J.M.V. Morto, 1epeated together.

Stomy: the Melons Were Sweet.”

Diarosur: “The Things of Others.”

Mzemory Verse: Philippians.2: 4.

Poem: “Our Heroes,” p, 44 in Choice Poems.

Song: “Steady and True,” No. 64

CrLOSING ! ].NKV. Pledge repeated together.

Praver: "I Would Be

" Notes to Superintendents

The purpose of this meeting is to impress
the Juniors with the importante of respecting
the rights and property of others. It is always
easier to recoghize -our own rights than the
rights of others, and we usual.‘lf( have to learn
by sad experience how terrible it is to" take
that which belongs to another, A little boy
had a garden in which he raised a. fine
pumpkin. But one night after the pumpkin
was ripe someone came along and stole it
.How 'sad the little fellow was to know that
his fine pumpkin had disappeared because
someone had not Jearned to respect the rights
and property -of others. He himself never
forgot that lesson. -

\ggmetimes when boys and gitls are writ-
ing examinations they look oh another’s paper

- and get the answer, ignoring the ri]%ht of that
person to credit for Lis own knowledge.
There are so many ways in which our Juniors
nesd to Jearn to have respect for others.
How about the names scrawled or carved in

. “public places, the path across the lawn that
our-neighbor is trying so hard to raise, the
defaced songbooks which belong to the Junior
Society and the church, - the fountain pen

.. belonging to brother which all the family
uses; the usurpation- by the family of the

- book father-was reading? Emumerate other
rights and wrongs of local significance. The

dialogue, “The Things of Others,” is merely.

suggestive. Add local color.

Make the pro-
gram definite. o -

Tom’s Thoughtlessness -

Tom and seme of his school friends had
gone to the park. After playing Touch. and
mainy other games, they sat down under a
fine old oak tree to enjoy the good lunch
their mothers had packed for them. Soon they
had finished, and for want of something better
to do, they began throwing the banana skins
and orange peel at each other and scattering
their lunch papers all over the place.
Suddenly, from behind the oak tree came an
elderly gentleman., He went past the boys,
but, stepping on one of the banana skins,
fell heavily to the ground. Tom sprang to

. - N

~
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his side in a moment and did his best to help
him to his feet again.

“I hope-you’re not hurt, sir,” he said.

“I think not,” said the gentleman. “Just
a little shaken. I think I will sit on your
bench for a while, if I may.”, Tom helped
him across to the seat, and the boys stood
about to see if the gentleman had been hurt.

“1 think I'm all right,” he said, “but I'm
getting on in years now and a fall like that
is dangerous for ome of my age, It's too bad
that people are so careless with their banana
skins, isn’t it?”’ -

“Yes,” said Tom, with a guilty Jook at the

other boys. e

“I hope you boys never throw banana skins
about.” ‘ ,

“Um,” said Tom, blushing a litte.

“So selfish, isn’t it?” went on the eldexly.

gentleman.
“I suppose it is,” said Tom.

“If people only thought of the pain they

might cause others, I'm sure that they would
never do it.”

-“No,” said Tom, - . -

“Aund logk at all that paper lying about.
Some lazy, thoughtless people must have been
here.” -

“Yes,” said Tom. There was nothing else
he could say. :

“If only,” went on the gentleman, “if only
people would stop to think about others, they
would never leave a mess like this behind
thein would they?’ ‘
“No,” said Tom, getting more uncomfor-
table. N
“You know,” said the gentleman, “this is
a beantiful park, but if everyone left a miess
like this, it wouldn't be worth coming to.
If it were all covered with dirty paper and
orange peel and banana skins, why, you boys
wouldn’t want to play here, would you?”

“No,” said Tom and the o;her boys to-
gether.

“Well, boys, I'm feeling better now. Thank
you for helping me up. I'll be off again, I

- think,” and he walked away.

“He didn’t see us,” said one boy.

“Don’t you believe it,” said Tom.

“Anyway, he was 2 jolly good sport,” said
a third. R -

“And I like what he said,” added Tom.
“He was so decent about it.”

“You're right,” said another. “And that's
the last time I'm going (6 throw thirigs about.”

“I feel the same way,” said Tom, and, so

saying, he began to pick up some of the Litter

he had so carelessly scattered about a litte
while before. With the assistance of the other
boys, within a few minutes he had picked
up all the banana skins, orange peel, and
lunch paper, and dropped them into one of
the .park wastebaskets. :

“Well, I don’t believe we will litter the
parks again.”” ’

And they didn’t. .
' —ArrHUR 8. MAXWELL.

In the Bible we have the unerring counsel
of God. lts_teachings, practically carried out,
will fit men for any position of duty.—Ellen
G. White, Gospel Workers, p. 253.
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‘Why the Melc;ns Were Sweet

“Let’s go to the woods on cur holiday to:
morrow,” said Glenn. “It’s too warm to play-
ball or running games.”

“Yes, to the woods!” shouted the other boys.

So the following afternoon found them all
jumping the fence into the cool woods near
by. On one side of the woods, as they came
to a clearing, they saw a watermelon patch,

“How good those melons look,” remarkéd
Ralph. -

“Lets get some,” suggested Glenn. “T'm
so thirsty, and it's siuch a hot day.”

“Fine,” agreed Ben. “The man who lives
there is stingy, and would never give us one.

. Here’s a hole in the fence we can get through.

Come on, boys!”

Just as the first boy started for the hole,
John jumped in front of it. “Stop, boys! You
don'’t want to take those melons.”

“We don't, don’t we? You get ont of the
way, and we'll show you.”

But John would not move.

“No, I won't get out of the way, and if
I have to, I'll fight the first boy who tries
to go through; but let me tll you something
first. You know my father is a doctor, and
Le told me the other day that the man who
owns this patch used to be a watch repairer.
He made good money,- but his wife took sick
and had to have a nurse, and fruit, and lots
of things. He got along until one day a piece
of steel flew into his eye. He went to many
doctors and spent a lotl of money; but he
lost his eye. He tried to fix watches with
one eye, but was going blind in it, so he had
to stop. He didn’t know what to do, but he
took all the money he had left and bought
this land, and is reising fryits and vegetables.
Father says ‘he is having a hard time this
year, .as there has been so little-rain.”

“Say, boys,” said Ralph, “have you any
money? Here’s a dime; let’'s put in what
we have and buy a couple of melons.” -

Through the fence they went and care-
fully picked their way between the melons
up to where they found Mr. White working.
As they came near, John said, “How do you
do, Mr. White. I am Doctor Brown’s son,
and these are my schdolmates.”

“How are you boys? Come and- have a
drink of water; you niust be thigsty this
warm day:”’ T L.

“Yes, we are,” and each took a drink from
a pump in the yard, '

“How would you like some melon?” asked
Mr. White, )

“Fine,” said John. “That's what we came
for. Here is fifty cents. We thought it might
buy two small ones.”

“Beep your money,” said Mr. White. “I
would like to treat you boys. I don’t have

-many boys come here to buy melons,”

“Fhat’s kind of you, but we would rather
-pay for them,” said Glenn.

“Yes, we would,” said one of the other
boys. : )

“Well, come with me, two of you boys,”
said Mr. White. He took them into 2 cool
cellar and- told them to pick out the melons
they would like. The melons were &1l large,
so they had no trouble selecting two, and
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then handed Mr, White - the. fifty cents.

“Thank you, boys,” he said, “Come again.”

“We will,” said the boys as they carried
their melons to the shady woods.

“These are the best and -sweetest melons 1
have ever tasted,” said Ben. “And Mr. White
.could have sold them for fifty cents each.
1 don’t believe he is stingy.”

“I wonder what he meant by saying ‘not
many boys come to buy melons’® It must
be they take them, as we were going to do.”

“I think,” said Glenn, “that this afternoon
we have found out it pays to respect the
property of others.” )

" “You're right, we have,” said all the boys
as they scrambled up to go home.--Adapted
from Stories New and Stories True.

The 'i'hings of Others

" Jamps (Leaving schoolhouse with his
sister): Who is Phil Dougan, sister?

Mary: Phil Dougan! Oh, he was the man
Grandfather told us ran away when he was
a boy, and went to'sea and became a bad man.
What made you think of him?

James: At recess time I was reading some
of the names carved on the building here,
and I saw his in greatr big letters.

Mary: Well, Jimmie, he didn’t make a
mark for himself in life. )

James: No, indeed! And say, sis, when
you stop to think of it, those names don’t
look very well, carved on feverything, do they?

Mary: No, James, and I was s¢ somy to
see the scribbling 'in the hall. Somebody
must have done it carelessly. Surely no one
could think twice and do it.

Janazs: Mary, don’t-yeu suppose we ought
to be more careful at home, too?

" Mary: What do you mean, James?

Janes: Oh, I've torn the paper in some
plates, and T've scuffed the floor, and T just
haven’t béen careful. When we move next
fall, I'll leave behind marks of my thought-
lessness.

Mary: You're right, James. Lets form an
1.B.C. Club—T'll Be Careful.

James: Great, sisl I'm with you. And

aleng with other things, I'll be careful fo -
make less noise when the twins have their .

naps, to do the errands for Mother promptly,
and not to bortow your pencils and rulers,
s0 you never can find them. ]
Many: I'll be careful, tog; ves, I will.
Therell be lots of ways. Others do have

rights, and if I don’t respect them, how can

I ‘expect people to respect mine?

Janers Cas they enter their home): There's
- Mother! {T'ec Mary) 1LB.C.
’ : ~—Marjerie W. Marsh.

Youth is the sowing time. It determines
the character of the harvest, for this life and
_for the life to come.—Ellen G. White, Desire
of Ages, p. 101 L
- Make it a rule never to utter éne word
of doubt or discouragement. You can do
much to brighten the Iife of others and
. strengthen their efforts, by words of hope
and holy .cheer—FEllen G. White, Steps to
Christ, p. 125.
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" August 28

Hobby Time
ORDER OF SERVICE

Sona: ‘Do Your Bit,” No. 84 in M.V, Songs.

ReporTs. .

OFFERTORY.

Praver. .

Sowve: “Day by Day,” No. 72,

Scriprure LessoN: 1 Samuel 16: 23; 17:40.

Scererure Rovr Carn: Juniors repeat texts
that give the hobbies of boys and girls
of Bible times. )

InrropucTion: “Spare Moments.”

Tark: “Riding a Hobby.” )

Srory: “Masterpiece from Fragments.”

Story: “The Gossip Quilt.” -

Tark: “How to Choose a Hobby.”

Tarx: “How to Cultivate a Hobby.”

Sympostum or Dracocur: “My -Hobby.”
(See Notes to Superintendents.)

Orcanizarion ofF Hossy Grours.

Somne: “Living for Jesus,” No. 32,

BeNEDICTION. -

Notes to Superintendents

Every person should have a hobby, If all

of one’s time is given to one thing, he is sure
to become narrow in his interests. Hobbies

might be directly related o a person’s regular,

work or in opposition.to it—something that
will rest him from his regular line of work.
If all work is indoors, he will want to do
something outdoors in his free time. Point
out to the Juniors that a vacation spent in
doing something worth while is more fun
than time that is idled away without™ ac-
complishing anything of value, Hobbies can
have several values: the fun that can be

“ gotten. from them, the creative power that

can be put into them, the physical value that
can be derived from outdoor hobbies, and the
satisfaction that comes from the creation of

_anything that is beautiful or. useful. The

friendship hobby is a gpod one to be taken
up by a. person who is inclingd to live, apart
from others. Making friends is an art.

X your society used the topic “Making the
Summer Count” on May 1, you may wish
to ask Juniors to report. on the hobbies they

have ridden this summer, how they have

used their spare moments, and what they
plan to do this fall and winter in these or
other hobbies.

Quotations: “If time be of all things the
most precious, wasting time ‘must be the
reatest prodigality, since lost time is never
§0und again.”—Benyamun  FRANKLIN.
~"£.eisure is time for doing something use-
ful. - ’

Sympostum ok Diarocue: “My Hosey”

“Have five or six Juniors tell how they
would follow a certain hobby. For suggestions

see the M.V, Honors in the Tunior Handbook,

pages 103-186. Have them name several:
Birds, Flowers, Perns, Music, Needlecraft,
Carpentry. If they can produce some of the
things a{ready_ made, so much the better.
This part of the program can, be given in
dialogue form by having the Juniors seated
and having one ‘come in with something he
has made, saying: “I am going to follow this
as a hobby,” or, “One of my neighbors wants

one of these, and I am gFing to make it for’

her as a friendly act.” “Then have him teli

how he made it.” Hobbies the boys and girls |
learn may be the very things they will need
to know in their work in

~ ~

the mission Feld;

r

17
besides giving pleasure, profit, and relaxation -
now. . -

- Perhaps in vour church or community you
have people who are actively enjoying hobbies
in which you think the Juniors might be
interested. _Invite several to  exhibit their
hobbies,- and be prepared to discuss with your
group (1) how they first became interested
in their hobby; (2) how they have accomp-
lished the .results exhibited, including the
kinds of skill required: and (3) what their

" hobbies have meant to them, .Tell each.

person how rmauch time he can take (for
hobbyists would have. much to say about
their interests). ‘

N —~M W. M,

Spare Moments

- The story is told of two men who worked
at the same trade in a large factory.. Each
had an hour off at noon for lunch, and each
used it in accomplishing a definite purpose. ~
One of these two mechanics used his daily .
leisure time at that hour in’ working out his-
invention of a machine for sawing a block
of wood in almost any desired shape, When.
he completed his invention, he sold the
patent for a fortune.’ .
The other man spent his time each day
during the miost of a year in teaching a little

" dog to stand on his hind feet and dance a jig.

“At last accounts he was working ten hours . -
a day at the same trade and at his old wages,
finding fault with the fate that made his
fellow workman rich, but that left him poor.
Spare moments may bring benefits to the
mind as well as the purse, if applied to that
which, in the end, -will be useful. Many
men have come to fame thmugh their ac- -
complishments during spare time,

" Ridea Hobby

Hobby riding should engige a person’s in-
terest during spare time.  What is hobby rid-
ing for most of us must be a business with some.
Stamp collecting, for instance, is pirsued by
quite a few people as a means of livelihood;
but to imost of us it is done for fun and
whatever educational profit and relaxation we
may gain thereby.

HOBBY TIME .o

“To fil in moments when we haven't any-
thing special -to do, or when the mind and
nerves are tived from doing the required
daily duties, is the purpose of a good hobby.
There would be less wickedness if people
were trained to ride a hebby along some
pleasant bridle path.”

EVERYBODY HAS A HOBBY

_ Miss Ermna D. Bunke sént a questionnaire
to one’ hundred prominent business and pro-
fessional men and women, asking about their
favorite “hobbies. On the _basis of ninety-

_seven replies to thé letters sent out, Miss

Bunke contributed the article, “My Hobby -
Is Hobbies,” to the Survey. Among the other
things, she wrote: “Nearly everybody hed
more than one hobby, and even those who
started out with, Tm sorry to say 1 have no
hobby,” ended by mentioning two or three

very definite hobbies.” She adds at the end.




_ was another,
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" of one of her paragraphs: “Hobbies are as

unaccountable as their riders.” If you actually
.are hobbyless, I'd advise that you adopt or

create one.

PROFIT FROM HOBBY RIDING

"This is the chief concern in the study of our
topic, What profiteth it a man to ride a hobby?
Music was one of David’s favorite hobbies,
The hurling of stones with the aid of a sling
He learned to play a harp

and to throw stones while cccupied in tending
his father's sheep. -

T'm not assuming that the mere possession
of some hobby will definitely result in saving
the life of any one of us, but I am positive
that it will mean greater happiness and con-
tentment for all of us, and even add to our
years, When a doctor prescribes sunshine and
air for a patient, he as much as says for him

.to go jump on the back of a hiking hobby.—
Aparrep,

OTHER REASONS

A hobby is good’ Eot many other reasons.
Two of .the greatest values of any hobby
are the knowledge and the friendships gained.
Almost any hobby leads into entertaining and
worthewhile stady. Some of our best friends
may be made through the pursuit of a hobby.
A collecting lobby teaches us to be orderly
and néat, to have a place for everything, and
to keep everything in its place. A hohby
inspires originality in finding new items, in
doing things, or in preserving specimens.

TESTS FOR A PROFITABLE HOBBY

Do I like it? Is it interesting to me?

Will it lead on to something bigger and
better?

Will it develop knowledge or skill, or be
something to share as I get into it?

Does it make me happy? Does it keep me
goodmatured?

Does it encourage me to thmk and plan
carefully?

Ts there a possibility of bemg\creatwg about
it? ’ o
Does it make me understand life better?
Deoes jt help mé to see beauty about me?

Does it add beauty to the world?

Can 1 afford it? Am I learning to have a
good rime on little or no money?

Does my hobby ride me, or am I the
director?

* Does it add to the work I do in scheol, or
otherwise?

Do I have a ’mbby which I do alone-
one that helps me’ get acquamted with my-
self, makes my own company interesting,
- and helps me meditate and think?

‘Do Lihave a hobby with my famxly? Can
I plan and work and do things well with my
family?-

Do I have a hobby which my friends
share? Does this bring me new friends of
dlﬂ-‘erent ages, Taces, classes?

(It is not necessary for all the tests to
apply to every hobby.)

*
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_Masterpiece from Fragments

Some years ago a great arfist in mosaics
lived and worked in Italy. His skill was
wonderfu]. With bits of glass and stone he
could produce striking patterns that were
valued at thousands of dollars. In his work-

shop was a poor boy, Govinni, whose busi- .

ness it was to clean the floor and tidy uwp
after the day’s work ‘was done.

One day Govinni came to his master and
timidly asked, “Please, master, may 1 have
for my own the bits of glass you throw on the
floor>”

“Why yes, my boy,” Iephed the artist:
“They are good for' nothing.”

One day the master enteted a storeroom
seldom used, and looking aroind, came upon
a piece of work carefully hidden behind the
rubbish. At that moment Govinni entered
the door. He stopped short on 'seeing his
mastet. N '

“What is this?” cried the artist. )

*Please, master,” replied Govinni, “it’s only
my poor work. You know you said 1 might
have the broken bits of glass you threw away.”

This boy with an artist’s sou] had gathered
up the fragments and patiently, lovingly had

.wrought them into a wonderful work of art.”

- —SELECTED,

The Gossip Quilt

“What a beautiful quil!!” exclaimed Aunt
Julid, She was watching Bonny make her
bed, and the quilt had attracted her attention.

“It is a pretty pattern, isn't it?” said Bonny,

“It surely is. Who made it¥”’

r(;[ did.” ,

“Youl" Aunt Julia smiled incredulously.
“I didn’t know that girls did such things
nowaddys,” -

Bonny laughed. “We]l this is a special
kind of quilt. This is a gossip quzk You
know how it is when you hedr somethjng
about someone; it’s just natural to tell your
{riends. It isn't anything bad, but often it’s
something that they'd rather not have told.
It's a bad habit, carrying tales, and I decided
I was going to break myself of it. So I
started this quilt, and every time I heard
something about someone I felt I shouldn’t
repeat, I just came up here and pieced a
quilt block instead of running to the phone
or over to a friend’s houase to tell the néws,™
" “And are you glad now that you didn’t tell
those things?” asked Aupt Julia.”

“Glad! T should say I am. Just t.hmk of
the ‘time T would have wasted. Here I have
a beautiful quilt to sbow for my time; other-
wise I wouldn't have had anything but the
knowledge that I might have repeated things
that had hurt others. And it's not only that
you're hurting others; you are alko hurting
yourself by wasting your time.”

—N. C. Traovy.

'How to Choose a Hobby -

Hobbies are generally classified under four
headings: collecting things, making things,
doing things, and learning’ to appreciate
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things, (List several typical hobbies in each
group.)
- What should be the basis Eor our choice
of a hobby? Should the hobby we choose
be one that is different from our usual ac-
tivity? Js this necessary? Is ‘it wise? How
different should it be?
Hobbies need not be limited to one l?or

‘each person. If our main hobby takes us out

of doors, why not have another hobby we
can follow indoors when the weather or other
conditions make it impossible for us to be
outside? Again, sometimes we may w1sh
a more active hobby than at othexr times.

It is well to choose hobbies for the pleasure’
we shall gain from. them, because of the
creative power we can put into them, and
because of the physical benefits to us.

Some hobbies may be carried on individ-
ually; others by families or groups. If owr’
hobby is something which we do alone, we
shall doubtless scon find new friends who
enjoy the same sort of thing.

—M, W. M.

How to Cultivate a Hobby

“Hobby horses need books in their saddle-
bags,” someone has aptly said. I we are to
learn what there is to know about the hobby
we have chosen, we need to find the recorded
experiences of others and build on this foun-
dation. 'There are many excellent books
on hobbies in general, and many on the
subject we shall choose. Even the ten-cent
stores offer books which are useful in cul- -
tivating hobbies. In meeting the Progressive
Class requirements, ‘M.V.’s accomplish many
things which may develop into worth-while
hobbies, and many Vocational Honors may
prove the beginning of fascinating study. or
crafts. Our friends will be happy to know
of our hobbies, and to remember us in help-
ful ways. M W. M

Religion tends directly to promote health,
to lengthen life, and to heighten our enjoy-
ment of all.its blessings.—Ellen G. White,
Pairiarchs and Prophets, p. 600.

Our ideals are like stars—stars that we will
not succeed in touching with our hands,—
but, which, like the seafaring mwan, we may
use as guides, following them until we reach
our destiny.—Elbert Hubbard IL

Face your ' deficiencies and acknowledge
them, but do not let them master you. Let
them teach you patience, sweemess, insight.
When we do the best we can, we never
know what miracle is wrought in our own life,
or in the life of another.—Helen Keller.

All higher motives, ideals, conceptions,
sentiments in a man are of no account if
they do not come forward to strengthen him
for the better dlscharge of the duties which
devolve upon him in the ordmary affairs of
life.—Henry Ward Beecher.
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“The Challenge of Unentered ,Coimties

Carrying the Gospel to Every
- Man’s Door
By D. E. REmNer

The command of our Master which was
given to the New Testament church of long

ago still stands today, “Go ye into all the -

world, and preach the gospel.” Mark 16: 15.
In a special message sent to us in the Test;-
monies, we read: “Carry the Word of God
to every man’s door, urge its plain statements
upon every man'’s comscienceé, repeat to all

" the Saviour's command, ‘Search the Scrip-

tures.” *—Vol. 5, p. 388.

What an assignment to those of us who.’

have this wonderful message and whe believe
that Jesus is coming soon! To take it to every
man’s door, no matter what race; nationality,
religion, class, ox faction, is a task which can
be accomiplished only by wise planning, hard
work, and great sacrifice on the part of the
whole chuich. Before the end comes; some-
body will do it
For. the accomplishment of this great ob-
jective a special meeting was called recently
in connection with an ‘Autumn Council ses-
sion. Elder McElhany led out in the discus-
sion, Other world leaders, such as the general
secretary, the vice-presidents, the treasurers,-
departmental men' of the general and union
conferentes, the presidents of our unions, and
publishing hduse representatives tock part.
- Our hearts were moved by the soulstirring
appeals that were made. Then there was
rolled dipon our hearts the task of taking this
message to every family in North America in
the shortest time possible,
Subcommittees were appointed to work out
a plan. After many hours of hard work and
prayer it was agreed that this could be done
only through systematic distribution of a well-
. prepared series of tracts which would contain
the main doctrines of our faith, It was voted
to have all of our publishing houses in the

. North American Division unite in the pre-
> paration and manufachwe of these tracts, all

_ sharing in the expense, to save time and cut
. down cost, It was-further voted to make these

tracts the most attractive in color and design, -

and_to have them written by _the. best writers
in our dedomination. Each union conference
~was to work out a plan of distribution best
suited to its mneeds.
from this nation-wide distxtbution of this seriés
-of tracts were to be cared for through our
correspondence school setup. The Voice of
_ Prophecy was asked to join in the program.

A beautiful set of twelve tracts,” called the

. . L

The interests accrumg‘

Prediction Series was the direct result of this
general appeal. The great program was to be
designated as the Dark County Program, and
as far as'we know every anion and local con-
ference in North America is now working on
this plan, In the Central Union, for instance,
there is a union-wide plan in operation which
is moving forward with great speed. Our
" conference comumittees, our departmental and
institutional workers are all back of the plan.
The young people in our.churches, church
scheols, academies, and colleges are most en-

thusiastic about it, and are taking care of thou- -

sands of names assigned to them and covering
large territories with this series of tracts.

It is the hope of our leaders that this cover:
al] program can he finished in North Ameriza

. Suggestive Program for
Sabbath, August 7
OpevinG Sone: “Go, Preach My Gospel,”

No. 440 in Church Hymnal..
Scrrerurr Reapine: Psalm 145 1-12.
PrAvER,
Reaping: “Carr m]% the Gospel to "Every
" Man's Door,” E. Belner
Seprcrarn Music.
Symeosiun: “Love in Acnon
D. E. Reiner. -
Reapme: “The Ministry of the Printed Page.”
ANNOUNCEMENTS.
Crosine Sone: “Christ for the World,” No,
452 in Church Hywinal,
BENEDICTION.

Complled by '

in no more than five years. We have over
200,000 believers in North America. If this
great army of Christians can 'be organized
into a mighty anass movement for the distri-
bution of our tracts, we can take the word of -
God to every man’s door in an amazingly
short time, The program is so set up that
everyone can participate in it

We have been told that the work will be
finished largely through the distribution of
our message-filled tracts, periodicals, and
books. We have also been told that as these -
interests come in, hundreds and thousands
of our brethren and sisters will take their

“ Bibles under their arms and go forth to visit

their neighbors and friends, pray with them,
and help them to find God.

. August 7 has been set apart by the General
Conference to give study to this Dark County
Program and to emphasize the importance of
it. We therefore appeal to you, whether you
belong to a local chnrch or not, to join this
great army of Christions who are carrying
out the command of our' Master to “take the
word of God to every man’s door.” We ask
especially that our church-committees organize

_to.get this program going at the earliest date
. possible. Tf 'you are not sure just what the

program in your conference is, write and find
t. ' The time is short. What we do, we
must do.quickly, for it soon will be too late.

It is the Christian’s responsibility to go to indi-
vidual homes and help those he meets 1o
© “search the Scriptures.”




" - and cover the man.
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- Notes to Leaders

The symposmm, “Love in Action,” is a
seriés of four appealing stories, each of which
should be presented by a different speaker.
Tt will'be wise to pass out this material a week

or so in advance and encoutage those taking

part to give the stories in their own words.
This will heighten the interest of the program.

After the reading of the article, “The Min-
istry of the Printed Page,” it will be well for
the missionary leader to briefly present some
plan in which all the church can co- operate
in “carrying the gospel to every men’s door.”
Whetever possible, the local church should tie
in with the conference plan for reaching
_ Dark Counties, but where this cannot be done,
special emphasis can appropriately be given
to some other type of literature distribution.
Further suggestions along this line are given
in the ten-minute weekly mlssmnary service
_ articles.

Symposium: Love in Action—

Section I

FIRST THE DEED, THEN THE
DOCTRINE

There are souls all about us who could be
won" if we would only carry our program
through: We are so often cold, spiritless, and
unsympathetic in our efforts to save men.
Souls who are Strugg]mg in sins and longing
to be free cannot easily be deceived. They

know when our labors are sincere and our

“hearts burdened for them. When once they
are convinced; they will readily yield and step
over the line,

“Y remember the story of another chaplain
in the army during, the same war (the war of
rebellion),- who was passing over the field
~when he saw lying upon the ground a soldier
who had been wounded.

“He happened to have his Bible under his
arm, and he stooped down and said to the
man: ‘Would you like me to read you some-
thing that is in the Bible? .

“The wounded man said: ‘T am so thissty,
I would rather have a drink of water.’

“The chaplain hurried off, as quickly as
possible, and brought the water.

“After the man had drunk the water he
said: ‘Could you lift my head, and put some-
thing vinder it7*

“The chaplain took off. hls own overcoat,
rolled it up, snd, tenderly lifting him, put
it as a pillow for his tired head to rest on.

“‘Now, said the man, ‘f 1 only had some-
thing over me; Yam so cold. :

“There was only one thing the chaplam
. could do, 4nd- that was to take his coat off
"As he did so, the
wounded soldier looked up in his face and
said: .«
“‘If -there is anything in that book that
makes a man do for another what -you have
done for me, let me hear it’

““There {5 infinite meamng {n_ that story.

The world conld not know God nntil it saw
Him in the face of Jesus Christ: " And multi-
tudes in our day are so carried ‘away with
worldliness,.are so oppressed by the burdens

\
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or seduced by the p]easm‘&c and gaieties of
life, that they will never seé Jesus unless they
see Him in our lives. If they are to be won
to the Lord, the divine brotherhood of Jesus
must be in us and be thus used by the Holy
Spirit for their salvation.”—Paul and His
Friends. pp. 57-59. -

Section X1
HOW GOD LOVES

“A touching incident occurred recently in
Poland. A peasant and his wife, residing in
a village near Warsaw, had gone to attend a
wedding at a neighboring village. It became
very cold during the night, and they were
unable to get back until morning. ‘They had
left their dwelling in the care of two little
boys, one about six years of age, and his
brother, two years younger. It appears that
near nightfall these two boys had gone out
to amuse themselves in the falling snow.
During the time they were playmg, the front
door had become so frozen in its place that
on their return they were unable ‘to open it
and. gain access to their- home. They could
not endure the severe cold, and were frozen
to death. When the bodies of thé little victims
to their parents’ carelessness and the bitter
night were -found, it was noticed that the
elder had made, in tender solicitude, every
effort to save_the yuu.ngez\. He had taken off
his shoes and put them over the felt shoes
of - his little ‘brother, leaving himself bare-
footed, and had clasped him to his bosom in

+a rigid embrace. All had been in vain, They

both lay in the strongér, embrace of dedth,
their cheeks covered with frozen tears. -
“Of course no one could contemplate such
self-sacrifice as that practiced by the heroic
elder brother without the most heartfelt ad-
miration; and vet'it was for his brother he

_was doing it, who all his little life, no doubt,

had been Full of comfort and -sunshine to

him. It was, after all, only love responding

back to love again, ‘But God comimendeth
His own love toward us, in that, whﬂe we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.’
there ever love like -that?”'—Paul and His
Fnends, pp. 288-290,

- for a needy field in the West:

Was )
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‘Section II1
GIVING ALL

“There is a simple story told that contaih_s
its truth in its very naturalness and simplicity,
It reveals a bit of the real life ever going on
all around us unnoticed. A minister in a
certain small town in an eastern state re-
ceived from the home mission board of his
church a letter asking for a special offering
With the
letter was literature ‘setting forth 'the need.
The call appealed to him, and with good
heait he prepared a special sermon, calling
the attention of his people to the great need.

“Sabbath morning came and he preached
the sermon. But somehow it did not just
seem to hook in. That banker down there
on the left looked listless, and yawned-a
couple of times behind his hand. And the
mexchant over on the right, who could give

> freely, examined his watch secietly more

than once. And so it was with a little tinge
of discouragement insistently creeping into his
spirit that he .finished, and sat down. And
he remained with head bowed in prayer that
the results might prove better than seemed
likely, while the church officers passed down
the aisles with the collection plates,
“Meanwhile something unseen by: human
eyes was going on in the very last pew. Back
there, sitting alone, was a'little girl of a poor
family. She had met with a misfortune which
left her crippled. And her whole life seemed
so dark and hopeless. But some kind friends
in the church, pitying her condition, had
made up a small fund and bought her a pair
of crutches. And these had seemed to trans-
form her completely.. She went about her
rounds always as cheery and bnght as a bit
of sunshine. J
. “8he had listened to the sermon, and her

‘heart had been strangely warmed by the

preacher’s story of need. And as he was
finished she- was thinking, How I wish I
might give something. But I havent any-
thing to give, not even a copper left” And a
very soft voice within seemed to say very
softly, but very_ distinctly, ‘There are your
crutches.” “Oh,” she gasped to herself as though
it took away her very breath, ‘my crutches?

- I couldn’t give my crutches; they're my life.

And that strangely clear voice went on, so
quietly, ‘Yes—you could—and then someone
would know of Jesus—if you did—and that
would mean so much to them—He's meant
so0 much to you—give your crutches’ And

“her breath seemed to fail her at the thought..

And so the little woman had her fight all
unseen and unknown by those in the church, -
And by and by the victory came. And she
sat with a beantifal light in her tearful eyes,
and a smile coming to her lips, waiting for
the plate to get to her pew.

“And the man with the plate came-down
the aisle to the end. It seemed hardly worth
while reaching it into the last pew,  Just
lifle Maggie sitting there alone, with her
one foot dangling above the floor. But with
fine courtesy he stopped and passed the plate
in, And Maggie in her childlike simplicity
lifted her crutches, and tried rather awk-
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wardly to put them on “the collection plate.
Quick as a flash the man caught her thought,

. and with a queer hump in his throat reached -

out and steddied her strange gift on the plate.

“And then he tutned back and walked
slowly up the aisle toward the pulpit, carry-
ing the plate in one hand and steadying the
crutches on it with the other. And people
commenced to look. And eyes quickly dim-
ined. Everybody knew the crutches. Maggie
—giving her cruickes! And the banker over
here blew his nose suddenly and reached for
his pencil, and the merchant reached out to

_ stop the man returning up his aisle.

“As the pastor stood with his eyes;gbt not

very- clear to receive the mommgs offering,

he said, ‘Surely our little crippled friend is
giving us a wonderful example, Then the
plates were called back toward the pews.
And somebody paid fifty dollars for the
cratches, and sent them back to that end pew.

" When the offering was counted up it con-

tained several hundred doHars. And the little

«gir}, crippled in body but not in any other
way, hobbled out of church the happiest little »

woman in the world”—S. D. Gordon, Quiet

"Talks on Service, pp. 154-157.

* The work of carrying the gospel to every
man's deor cannot 'be carried to succedsful

completion without great sacrifice on the part .

of many. It is surprising how much money
comes into the church, once the heatt has
been touched by the Holy Spirit. We can
dispense with many things which before
seerzed so necessary.

Section IV
7 TWO MISSING .

“Some years ago I was a guest at a _small
wedding dinner party in New York City. A
Scotch-Irish gentleman, well knmown in that
city, an_old friend, spoke across the table to
me. He said he had heard recently a story
of the Scottish hills that he wanted to tell.

- And we all listened as he told this simple

tale. "I have heard it since from other lips,
variously told. Buf good gold shines better

hy the friction of use. And I want to tell it

to you as my old friend from the Scotch end
of Treland told it that evening.

“It was of a shepherd in the Scottish hills
who had hrought his sheep back to the fold
for the night, and as he was arranging matters

- for the night he was. surpnsed to find that

.-

which two.

two of the sheep were missing, He looked
again, Yes, two were missing. And he knew
These shepherds .are keen to
know their sheep. He was much surprised,
and went to the outhouse of his dwelling
to call his collie.

* “There she lay after the day’s work suck-
ling hér own little ones. He called her. She
looked up at him. He said, “Two are miss-
ing—holding np fwo ﬁngers—‘Away by,

*Collie, and get them.” Without moving she

lookf:d up inte his face, as though she Would

‘say, “You wouldn't send me out again to-

n1ght?—-1ts been a long day-I'm so tired—
not again temght So her eyes seemed to

“say,” And again, as many 2 time doubtless,

‘Away by, and get the sheep,” he said. And
out she went.
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. “About midnight a scratching at the door.

-aronsed . him. He found one of the sheep

back. He cared for it. A bit of -warm' food,
and the like. Then out again to the out
house. There the dog lay with her little

ones. Again he called her. She “looked up. .

‘Get the other sheep,” he said. I de not know
if you men listening are as fond of a good
collie as I am. Their eyes seem human to
me, almost, sometimes. And "hers seemed so
as she looked up and seemed to he saying ont

- of their great depths—Not agam—tomght?—

I been faithful?>I'm so tlred—not

haven’t

* again!’ . -

“And again, as I suppose many & time be-
fore, ‘Away by, and get the sheep.” And out
she wernit. About twoe or three, again the
scratching, And he found the last sheep back;
badly tom; been down some ravine or gully. -
And the dog was plainly played. And yet
she seemed to give 2 bit of a wag to her tired
tail as though she would say, ‘There it is—
I've done as you bade me—it’s hack.’

“And he cared for its needs, and then be-
fore lying down again to his own rest, thought
he would go and praise thé dog for her
faithful work. You know how sensitive collies
are to praise or criticism. He went out and

stooped over with 2 pat and a kindly word,

and was startled to find that the life-tether
had slipped ifs ‘hold. She lay there lifeless,
with her little ones tugging at her body. ...

“And our Master stands here today. Would
that you and I ‘might see His face with the

. thorn marks of His trip to this earth. He/
,pon;.ts out with His hand. And you can’t

miss a peculiar hole in its palm. . He says,
“There are two missing—aye, more than- two—-
that you know-that you touch—that you can
touch—that I died For—go ye.

“Shall we go? For Jesus’ sake? Yeg, fﬁr
men’s szke; splendld men, . befooled - about
Jesus, who can get Him only through us
in touch with Him--for- men’s sake, in Jesns’
great Name.”—S. D. Gordon, Quiet Talks on
Service, pp. 107-109.

The Ministry of the -
Printed Page -

“If there is one work more importint than
another, it is that of getting our publications
before the public, thus leading them to search
the Scriptures. Missionary work—introducing
our publications into families, conversing, and
praying with and for themi—is a good work.”—.

- The Colporteur Evangelist, p. 80.

“The distribution of our literature is ome
means by which -the message is to be pro
claimed. Let every believer Scatter broadcast
tracts and leaflets and books containing the
message for this time. Colporteurs are needed
who will go forth to circulate our publica--
tions.everywhere.”—Southern Watchman, Jan.
5, 1904,

“The world fs to receive the light of truth
through an evangehzxng ministry of the. Word

- as the result of their circulation.
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in our books and periodicals. Our publica-
tions are to show that the end of all- -things
is at hand."—The Calporteur Ewmgehst,

. 100,

“Our pubhcatmns are now sow-mg ‘the
gospel seed, and are instrumental in bringing
as_many souls to Christ as the ‘preached
word. Whole churches have beén raised up
In this
work every disciple of Christ ean act a pert.”
—Review and Herald, June 10, 1880.

“We have been asleep, us it were, regarding

the work_ that may be accomplished by the -

circulation of well-prepared literamare. Let
us now, by the wise use of periodicals and
books, preach the word with determined
enexgy, that the world may understand the
message that Christ gave to John on the isle
of Patmos.”—The Colporieur Evangelist, P

101.

“In"a large degree throngl, cur publishing -

houses is to be accomplished the work of that
other -angel who comes down from heaven
with great power, and who lightens the earth
witl his glory.”"—Testimonies, Vol. 7, p. 140.

“T have-heen shown that we were not deing

our duty in the gratuitous circulation of small

publications. There are many honest souls
who might be brought to embrace the tmuth
by this means alone. . . . These small tracts
of four, eight, or sixteen pages, can be fur-

- nished for a wifle, from a fund raised by the

donations of those who have the cause at
heart.”—Testimonies, Vol. 1,-pp. 551, 552.

- “1 was shown men and women studying

with intense -interest papers and a few pages
of tracts upon present truth, They would read
the evidences so wonderful and new to them,
and would open their Bibles with a deep and
new interest, as subjects of truth that had

- been dark to them were made plain, especially

the light in regard to the Sabbath of the fourth

commandment, As they searched the Serip- -
tures to see if these things were so, a new

light shone upon their understanding, for

angels were hovering over them, and impress-

ing their minds with the truths contained in
the publications they had been reading.”—
Life Sketches, p. 214, 215.

“The light of tmth is shedding its bright.
beams ipen the waorld through misionary ef-
fort. 'The press is an instrumentality by which
many are reached whom it would be impos-
sible to reach by ministerial effort.”—Testi-
monies, Vol. 5, p.388.

_“I saw them holding papers and tracts in
one hand, and the Bible in the other, while
their cheeks were wet with tears; and bowing
before God in earnest, humble prayer, to be
guided into all truth,—the very thing He was .
doing for them before they called upon Him.
And when the truth was received in their
hearts, and they saw the harmonious chain of

trutb, the Bible was to them & new book; they .

hugged it to their hearts with grateful joy,-
while their countenances were all aglow with
happiness and haly joy. * —Life Sketches, p. 215.
) ' +-++
“Politeness has been compared to an air

- cushion; which, although there is apparendy

nothing in it, eases jolts wonderfu]ly —George
L: Carey ’
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The Church Missionary Leader
" and His Work

The missionary leader of the church is that
officer whose duty it is to lead the church into
definite, persistent, effective, and complete
evangelization of the territory assigned to that
church. His working force is the member-

v

ship of the church, plus the children and’

youth, who will be led in a special sense by

the Missionary Volunteer leader. The terri-.

tory that is to serve as the evangelistic field for
the church should be carefully districted by
the missionary leader so that each member will
understand his field of labor and contact every
-person and family in the district assigned him,

Today, there are sixty million persons in the
United States who never go inside a church,
if they are ever reached, the gospel inust be
carried into their homes. We have been in-
structed in the Testimonies, Volume 6, page
296, that “wherever -a church is established,
all the members should engage actively in mis-
sionary work. They should visit every family
in the ne1ghborhood and know their spiritual
condition.” We are in the closing days of this
message, when the Lord will pour out His
Spirit upon every earnest heart, and will direct
each one personally as to" how to work for
souls. “God expects personal service from
every one to whom He has entrusted a knowl-
edge of the muth for this time., Not all can
go as missionaries to foreign lands, but all can
be home missionaries in their families and
neighborhaods. There are many ways in
which church members may give the message
te these around them. One of the most suc-
cessful is by living helpful, unselfish, Chris
tian lives.,”—Testimonies, Volume 9, page 30.

In our effort for souls we are working with
heavenly agencies. God has many ways that
we know nothing about of finishing the work
in our communities. The Holy Spirit is im-
pressing hearts everywhere. Many souls are
searching for light and truth. Many are on the
verge of the kingdom, waiting for someone
who has a burden for souls to come in and
teach them.

The missionary Jeader holds ‘a unique place
in the church. On him is placed the sacred
responsibility of awakening the church and
getting it ready to work for the Master. Until
every member shall have caught the vision of
'the soon-coming Christ and goes forward to
proclaim the final warning of mercy, the mis-
sionary leader must continue to work diligently
if he is to accomplish his aim. Revelation
14: 6-12 says: “And I saw another angel fly
in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the
earth, and to every.nation, and kindred, and
tongue, ind people, saying with a loud voice,
Fear God, and gwe glory to Him; for the hour
of His judgment is come: and worship Him
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that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and_

the fountains of waters. And there followed
another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is
fallen, that great city, because she made all
nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her
fornication. And the third angel followed
them, saying with a loud voice, If any man
worship the beast and his image, and receive
his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the
same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of
God, which is poured out without mixture
into the cup of his indignation; and he shall
be tormented with fire and brimstone in the
presence of the holy angels, and in the pres-
ence of the Lamb: and the smoke of their
torment ascendeth up forever and ever: and
they have no rest day nor night; who worship
the beast and his image, and whosoever re-
ceiveth the mark of his name. Here is the
patience of the saints: here are they that keep
the commandments of God, and. the faith of
Jesus.”

The missionary leader should be a conse-
crated instrument in the church. His aim
should be to give every member of the church
a vision of Christ and a vision of the needs of
the church. He should be surcharged with the
Holy Spitit in order that the members of the
church may be qualified as soul winners.
Matthew 28: 19, 20, says, “Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: teaching thérh to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the
end of the world.”
stand this cominission of our.Saviour, The
missionary leader should feel it a sacred obli-
gation to be alive and to be conscious of ‘the
Lord's tequirements for this age. Therefore,
with prayer in his heart, the Spirit of God
in his soul, and with undying love for sinners,
he should be -actuated with a burning desire
to see his brothers and sisters fired with the
same zeal to win the lost. Fully realizing that

the words of God are his only guide, he should -

became thoroughly acquainted with thelt pre-
cepts, and then impart them unto the people
of whom he is the leader. The goal that he
will set before them is to make every member

in his society an active winner of souls, He.

should be encouraged to labor with holy zeal
for the accomplishment of the task that God

. has commanded the church to perform. He

should understand the mind of Infinity, that
with God, nothing is impossible. Therefore,
as he leads his people to work for souls, he
must see the harvest, even before it is reaped.
That is faith—“The substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen.” Hebrews
11: 1. Faith, like all other divine favors, is a
gift which shou]d be acqun:ed by every mem-
ber.

The ultimate objective of every effort of the

He should fully under--
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church should be to win souls. We must first
consider the missionary leader a soul-winning
leader. Two of the regular services of the
church belong to him. These are the weekly
missionary service, and the service of the first
Sabbath in 'the month, He should plan their
direction, and direct their planning. The
General Conference Soul-Winning campaigns
are to be promoted—such as Literature, Mis-
sions Extension, Signs of the Times, Review
and Herald, and Ingathering. By demon-
stzating his interest in a tangible way, he will
do more to get the entire support of the church
than by any other means.

—Jamasas J. NorTm.

Using the Laity in Evangeiistic
Efforts

The greatest opportunity ever afforded to
man is the privilege to go forth'and spread the
good news of salvation from the reproach of
sin. if God had decided to evangelize the
world by other means than throtigh man, He
might have done it more quickly, and certainly
the results would have been more dramatic.
If He had used the angels, they who excel in
strength and understanding, it is possible that
their ministry would have been more logical,
and therefore more fruitful. But instedd God
sent His only Son to train laymen to accom-
plish His holy purpose.

I have never ceased to wonder at the great-
ness-and the goodness of God in permitting
sinful man, from the ordinary endeavors of
life, to go forth heralding the greatest news
ever heard by human ears. Because of God's
unselfish love we have a share in this blessed
privilege of becoming co-workers with the
agencies of heaven in lifting fallen man from
the surroundings of his sinful state back t6 his
original state, man recreated in the image of
the Son of the living God.

Evangelism, in its nablest sense, is'the work
of proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ with
the ultimate aim of winning to its acceptance
the largest number possible. It means that we
shall not and cannot rest until this message of
grace has embraced the entire earth, “Every
man, woman, and child in every city, town,
and hamlet must hear the thrilling' news of
God’s salvation for all who through deliberate
choice accept of this unmerited love. It means
that we shall not let anything dampen our
courage, or any passibility caol our passion, or
any rebuke soothe our travail until we have
received from God's own lips the signal,
“Well dane.” Oh, that we might go forth as '
firebrands, setting the world ablaze for the
Master. Nome of us has ever caught the
vision of what might be done if every agency
of the entire denomination were set in motion
to accomplish just one puzpose, that of finish-~
ing the work quickly. Instead there is a ten-
dency for us, each in our own small, half-
hearted way, to try to do the entire work all
alone, scemingly oblivious of the fact that

* there are literally thousands whose only ambi- -

tion is to be of some use in the Loxd’s vine-
yard.
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- _'The greatest resource of the entire denomi-

- pation still lies dormarsit. Never have all the
energies of our faith been harnessed into one
collected” demonstration of power. We have
never tapped this rich’ deposit and discovered
the. potency of this supreme asset. Like an
unpolished gem this resource still les hidden,

waiting to ‘bestow its riches upon him who

finds it.
It seems that too many of us are determmed

to fmish the work by carrying the

-~
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and pray with these new ones who areattend- -

ing the services. The laymen can distribute
advertising ‘matter for the meetings and take
along ftting literaturs furnished by the evan-
gelistic group. By this method each member
of the. local group feels responsible for the
success or failure of this effort for God. An-

other advantage in this method is that the

new members will be tied to the church rather
than to the evangelist and his party of work-

L
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dom that this sonl-saving effort may electrify
the entire countryside. An evangelistic cam-
palgn ought to be an intensive prayer- cani-
paign on the part of the local church. The -
evangelistic party ought-to pray; the church
board, the church officers, the church mem-
bers, the children—all ought to pray constantly
until a great wctory is Eas}noned by the power
oE the Lord.
* 'The plausible explananon for the victory
wrought at Pentecost is that.the en-

tire church had continued in prayer

entire load of responsibility, Few
have discovered the blessed privilege
of sharing the’ burden with others
who yearn to take ovex part of the
yoke. )

This work will never see its’ frui-
tion until the laymen of the entire
denomination are given the oppor-
tunity to demonstrate their ability
and their eagerness to get on with
the work., Our laymeén are the most
pl:omlsmg hope of completmg God’s
commission successfully in our time.
Why have we been so slow in avail-
ibg ourselves of this influence for
. good? Why havé we been so slack in
fitting each layman to become a po-
tential preacher of the gospel? to be-
come a_successful Bible worker? It is
time that we take inventory of the
potential forces at our disposal.

. The question may well be asked,
How are we to utilize the laymen?
Just a few suggestions as to how
others have used the laymen advan-
tageously in the accomplishing of the
work., - ’
> In one recent effort the evangelist .

MOTIVATION

““What have we here?” 1 asked a working

man
Who paused to look at me, then eyed the
clock.
“Oh, I dont know; I never saw the plan—
I only know I'm tired of breaking rock.”
That is drudgery,

I asked a second man why be was there,

He glanced at me and saxd, beneath his ©

breath,

“I need the money; do you thmk I'd dare

‘To quit and let my childien starve to
'death?”
* That is necessity.
I saw a third man separate from the rest,
And asked, “What are you doing with -
that hod?”
He pointed skyward s he said with zest,
“‘I'm building, sir, a temple for my
God n
That is privilege.”
—Aprar A, Estes.

for fifty days. They had set them-
selves nght with God and with one
another. ' Only after this needful
preparatory task lad been completed
was God able to work through them
so dynamically. We need this type of
2 demonstration before God can work
through us with such dramatic results.
Qur people would follow such a move-
ment if we furpished the leadership.

The day of the swiftest advance
in our work is vet to come, but it
will pever come until the laymen
are trained to go forth to grapple
with the common‘foe. .

We shall finish the work quickly
when we arise as a church and march
forth to the Battle. The mastery of
the task is promised. We must set
in motion our eager laymen

—~M. Donovany OswaLp.

Co-ordinating All De-
partments in Soul-
‘Winning

enlisted the support and advice of a

successful businessman. This' Chris-

‘tian' gentleman was so emazed to find a
minister coming to-him for financial advice
that he took over the heaviest share of the
fnancial problems involved in the campaign.
So effective were the results that the effort

was practically self-supporting, . There need

bé no heavy drain on conference funds
nor ‘upon the local church treasury if we seek
the active assistance of expert businessmen.

The church locally involved in a soul-s'aving'

campaign should feel the responsibility of sup-
porting the effort in % financial way. “Wheze
your treasure 15, there will your heart be also.”
If the local church group has money invested
in an effort, it is more likely the laymen will
be seeing to it that this venture proves success-
ful. On the other hand, if the effort is to be
financed solely by the conference, the church
will feel that this project i$ someone else’s
brain child and none of their -own particulax
business. If their own church money is being
used, they will work hard in makmg the ad-
venture victorious for God,

There are likely to be namies of more people
than the evangelist and his group of workers
can possibly wvisit systematically. Why not

draft the support of the entire .church into .

caring for the visitation of these interested
ones? Fach member of the church should be
held responsible for from five to ten people
each week. They should visit the folk, study
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ers, and they will continue in the faith Jong

after the evangelist has left the city.

As Aaron upheld Moses’ arms, so let the
church uphold the thoughts and aspirations of
the evangelist in constant prayer. Too often
we build up a plan that is perfect in organiza-
tion but weak in prayer. Then we wonder
why the whole undertaking has been such a
miserable failure. We ought to take our lay-
men into our confidence and tefl them our
troubles, enlisting their prayers for support
in so]vmg each problem when it arises. Yes,
we ask them to pray. Bug have we ever
asked them to wrestle in prayer for indi-
viduals, mentioning them by name before the
Lord? Our people want to pray- for very' def-
nite practical purposes, not for abstract, im-

" practical, unreal problems.

At times, when presenting these truths, it
proves advantageous to have prayer groups in
constant supplication all the ‘time that the
service is in progress. Just to know that be;
hind the scenes, all the time in which the
sermon is being delivered, there are people

_praying that the message might be ‘so clear

and impressive that the hearers will be con-
vinced and convicted, will add power to the
declaration of the Word. Every hour in every
day and before every meal- the church body
ought to Lift their voices to God in prayer,

soliciting His blessing and seeking His wis-.

(GowerupEp From JULY GAZETTE)

The co-ordinating of the various depart-
ments is a matter of administration, One de-
partment can hardly direct the other. For this
reason we have conference presidents and
committees, For the same reason we have
church beards and elders in the local churches.
Conference presidents, in the sfudy of the
over-all wotk of the canference, must give
direction to the department leaders, who, in
turn, give leadership to the work of the de-
partinent. “When the president thus directs
the work, each department is in gear with the
other, and togethér there is united effort to-
ward one great commion objective—the win-
ning of souls.

In the local church we must look to the
elder and his church board to give direction
to the waork of the departments within the
church. In this he will naturally look to the
conference president to give him general direc-
tion, and to the conference departmental lead-
ers to give him counsel on the respective de-
partmental work.

All this sums up to the picture set forth by
Solomon, when he said, “In_the multitude of
counsellors there is safety.” Proverbs 11: 14-
- Church members should be trained in the
meaning and purpose of the various depart~
ments. The youth should be educated and
trained as to the necessity of departmental or-
ganization .and work; and, fusthermore, the

s
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children and youth need to be made to feel
they are a part of the church, and should be
assigned their place and work in the vatious
departments of the church.

While departmental leaders are to give their
best efforts and attention to the work of their
departments, they should, at the same time, re-
member they are conference workers, 'and
may, from time to time, be called to partici-
pate in general endeavors not wholly within
their particular line of work. The same prin-
diple holds true in the local church leadership,

In the holding of institutes it is well to plan
oteasionally to hold one in which the depart-
ments are all represented, for only as we learn
how to do our work harmoniously, will we
succeed in individual or departmental en-
deavor. While the success of an army depends
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upon the loyalty of the individual soldier, it
also depends upon the’ co-ordinated move
ments of the divisions, regiments, and com-
panies. i
There should be frequent counsel meetings
held by the united group of departmental

“leaders, that all may be familiar with the work

of each. When a departmental leader plans

his work in the light of the plans of the other -

departments, it contributes to gredter efficiency
for all. !

Coordination of all departments in soul
winning resolves itself into most of us doing

the most good we can for  the most people

possible the most of the time, with a.real de-
sire to bless men and glorify God.

—Roy L. Bexron.

How to.Make the Missionary
Service Effective

With the abbreviated missionary period
now in use, we must plan to mike that time
- an effective medium for the promotion of the
Home Missionary work of the church. In
effect, the missionary period is a part of the
Sabbath school; and eliminates a service
thrown in between the dismissal of the Sab-
bath school and the preaching service. In
actuality it is not a part of the Sabbath school,
as the Sabbath school still has its full quota
of seventy minutes.

The writer conducted a model Sabbath
school and missionary service in six district
meetings on consecutive Sabbaths in December
and January, and worked out a plan that was
to the liking of the superintendents, church
missionary officers, and pastors. The program
was carefully studied in each instarice, and an
exact number of minutes was given to each
part of the program. The usual seventy min-
" utes were given to the Sabbath school program.
Immediately at the termination of the lesson
period the missionary leader stood up and
asked all the teachers to take three minutes for
gathering reports. In order to minimize con-
fusion, the missionary leader read aloud each
item’ and the band lesders recorded the re-

" sponse quickly in his band, or the band leader )

passed out individual: cards, and collected
them again within the allotted time.

The missionary leader then présented in
seven minutes the material he had carefully
prepared beforehand, after which the Sabbath
school superintendent announced the closing
song and benediction. This gave a dignified
close to-the service, and was so smooth a
transition from the Sabbath school to' the mis-
sionary service that it almost defied detection.

The primary object of Chuist’s church on
earth is the winning of souls. The effective
work of the pastor and the church officers is
accomplished not so much by sexmonizing as
by getting the church members to work in

i . - ~

soul-winning endeavor. A practical, soul-
winning program in successful operation in a
church is the life of the church. .
Since lay activity is so important to the life
of the church, the ten precious minutes allotted

to its promotion each Sabbath must be care-’

fully utilized. There must be no beating of
the air, no maltiplicity of words. Tar Caurcn
Orricens GazerTe gives a twpic for each
Sabbath of the quarter. Ttems of interest re-
garding the local program of the church can be
woven in to individualize the talk. This
heightens interest and enhances the material

" given in the GazErTE.

‘Let us not nullify the object of the mission-
ary pericd by making it another preaching
service, but let it rather be used for present-
ing actual plans to the church for advancing
God’s work in the community. Present the
tract-rack plan, the Sigus plan, definite plans
for systematic tract distribution, including the
division of territory, the Training Light Bear-
ers plan, the lay preacher and his work, the
Dorcas work. . )

Upon the missionary leader falls a great
responsibility, in that his ability to inspire the

church to work is of major importance, and .

so is vital to 2 healthy growth of both the
church and the members.

It may be difficult to give a Eotty-ﬁve-mm-
ute sermon, but it is harder-to give an effective
seven-minute speech which is to the point,
and carries the import that it should. Thus,
the missionary leader must carefully study the
content of his seven-minute talk, that he may
be assured that no words are wasted. There is
4 danger that he may sometime feel that with
only seven minutes of timie to occupy, he can
easily get up and say something that will fill

in the time, Such an attitude spells failore -

for the misﬁonary petiod and loss of interest
in the missionary work by the members. An-
other caution to missionary leaders is to pre-

pare your talk beforehand, and expect to give

it, Do not make it a practice to ask the pastor,
guest speaker, or a visiting worker from the

August, 1948

conference office to take your place-and time.
That time is your time, and you should guard
it carefully If you make a practice of allow- .
mg others to take this service, your program
will bog down, and its continuity will be de-

stroyed, for your substitute speaker will in-

variably give a general talk, and your planned
church work will be forgotten for another
week, and, consequently, suffer a relapse.
The work of the Lord is important in thesé
last Reeting moments of time, and it tequires
haste, studied planning, good leadership, and
a faithful following. Crowd all you can into
jour inspirational talks to present a well co-
ordinated program, to develop a co-operative
working force of your church membership.

—]J. C. CxmisTENSON.

‘The Objectives of the Home
- Missionary Department

1. Every Member a Victorious Christian,

The whole program of the Home Missionary
Department is based upon the assaumption that
the church member has a victorious Christian
experience, is on fire with a zeal for the ex-
tension of the work of God, and is bubbling
with enthusiasm to tell his experience. to
others. This is the normal state of the Chris-
tian. The activities of the church aze mere
drudgery unless such an experience is enjoyed
by the individual believer

2. Every Member a Soul Winner.

The spiritual experience mentioned in the
former paragraph soon dries or withers as does
a plant unless constantly watered by Clistian
witnessing. There is rio experience quite so
thrilling to a Christian as that of leading
another soul to Christ. We.can imaghne the
emotions of Andrew when he found Peter
and “bronght him to Jesus.” This brings a
thrill to a man’s soul .that he can get in no
other way. We want every member to have

that thrill, .

3. Every Church Organized for Service.

In order to efficiently give our message and
use every man’s talent, every Adventist church
should be organized in:such a way that a
task is assigned .to each pair of hands, The
church board 'should function as a missionary
committee, and study ,its territory and its

- membership. Every Sabbath school class is a

service group, - and evéry Sibbath school
teacher is a group leader.

"4, Every Church a Training School.

In order to better fit our members for effec-
tive witnessing for Christ,.a church should
carty on 4 training-school progtam constantly.
Within the {ramework of the church a train-
ing schonl can 'bé operated, " Classes can be
held in methods for giving Bible studies,
home nursing, cooking, lay preaching, and
salesmanship, as well as many others.

5. Every Church a Growing Church.

When the Holy Spirit had direct charge
of the church in New Testament times, they.
had daily baptism. Our churches should have
baptisms every quarter as the young people
within the church ave brought to a decision,
and as our neighbors are won to Christ. *

. —Henny F. Brown. -
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Witnessing for Christ

Several years ago 1 was traveling in a cer-
. tain section of the field -and visiting isolated
ehurch members, One morning at about eight
+ o'clock I came to a city and took a bus to a
small village on..the main road. I wanted, to
see a family on that road, but 1 had for-
gotten the name of the v:l]age where they
were living. I had been thére before, so I
knew the direction. I asked the bus driver
if he could take me in his bus to a vxllage
which. we would reach by about three o'clock
“in the afrerncon. e said he would be glad
to take me over there. I purchased my ticket
and got irito the bus. At about one o’clock in
the afternoon I became a little nervous, I
thought we were going in the wrong direc-
_tion, So I told the bus driver of my fears.
However, he assured me that we were going
in the right direction, and asked mie who I

I told him that I was a minister of the
gospel and was going to visit one of the church
members over there. The man said, “Now
I can locate your village, and I will take you
over there without any difficulty.” He alswo
said that the man whom I wanted to see was
the one who was abways talking about the end
-of the world and the return of Jesus, and that
the family keeps, the seventh-daj Sabbath,

" from TFriday sunset to Saturday sunset; that

. they do not transact any kind of business on
Satufday, bu't they spend the day in worship-

ing their God and invite their friends .and

neighbors to join them in their worship; they
pay ong'tenth of all their income as an offering
“to their God; that they do not use tobacco in
any kind or form; that they do not even wear
two pice worth of jewelry; that they do not
go fo court against anyone, and do not eat
any unclean food; and that they abstain en-
tirely from drinking tea and coffee. Then I
said; “You seem to know the man, all fight,
so we will have no difficalty,” and I asked him
if he had ever seen him. He said that he had
“not seen the man;. that he [the driver] was a
.Buddhist living thirty miles away from this
place. “But,” he said, “I hear many people
talking about this man, He was formerly
holding a very honorab]e position, but for the
sake of his belief he gave up his job and has

chosen farming. He also sold his property and -

moved to a place where his Mission had a
school so that his children could attend’that
school and be trained to his belief. He is a
very- humble man, People have great regard
for him.” At about three o'clock we reached
the v1ilaﬂe where our” brother-lived.

I said in 'my own heart, “What a wonderful
testimony borne by a Buddhist on behalf of
our brother who had cast in his lot with the
temnant chureh, and if all our church mem-
bers would try to live the truth as this brother
had” done, what a powerful witness it would
be and how soon the message .would be

oo T - . . . o
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preached as a witness, and large numbers of
people would be ready to meet Jesus!”

I have thought about this testimony and

prayed that the Lord might impress these peo-
ple with the preciousness of this message and
help them to llve the truth.

—E. D. THOMAs :

They Prospered in Tanganyika -
In the Tanganyika area a chief. has heen in- -

terested for some time in the truth. Because of
his many wives, he has not given up his
heathen customs and been baptized. How-
ever, three of his wives decided to take their

stand, and prepared for beptism. In 1942,

when I visited the camp meeting, we were
gomo to baptize these three women, but found
that they had held on to some of their heathen
eustoms. We were not able to baptize them onx

this- account. We reasoned with the chief re- -

garding this matter, te]hng him "that they
would have to give up every heathen practice.

The following year they decided to give up
everything except the shaving of their heads
by the witch doctor, . who generally comes
in the time of the- sowing of the seed.

All women have their heads shaved by this - ’

witeh doctor, which act'is supposed to bring
prosperity and rain upon their crops and keep

the famine out of their country. Knowing

of this practice.among the women, and the
fact that they had to do so becanse of the
chief’s request,’ we were not able to baptize

" them. Finally, they decided to put away this
* heathen custom ‘also, and the chief said he

would not send any servants to hoe théir
ground as he was sure that famine would
come. These women were not afraid, but

hoed their ground and.did the work them- .

selves, and because of their faithfulness they
had better crops than anyone around them.
Today they are doing their part as lay

:ivorkets in labéring for others. We were able
to baptize them this “year. This has been a
wonderful lesson to those in their neighbor-

Rood and to the chief, showing them that God
prospezs those who give their lives to Flim,
~J. M. HxarysHYN.

Three of chief's wives who gave their hearts
10 God and renounced heathen customs.

<
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Missionary Experience

(Extract frbm a recent lefter from_P. R.. I
Diaz, Home Missionary secretary of the Philip- -

pivie Union.)

“You will be mterested to lmow that our’

laymen are domg great work in soul-winning.

At present I am 1unerat1ng in one of the .

southern island missions called West Visayan,
the area whieh was visited recently by seven
earthquakes. All the hig, ancient church
buildings of the Catholics were destroyed
Images were buried under the debris. Even
at this time, while we hold our meetings, the
chapel where we are gathered is rocked by the
earthquake,’ This“is the first time. in the
history of the Philippines that a severe earth-
quake destroyed many buildings ‘and killed
many people. - We held our meetings at- the
public square in some towns as requested by

the town mayors, and people inquired what

all these things mean.

"“Hundreds of people are interested in the
message we are.preaching, People now are
inviting the Seventh-day Adventists to preach
to them. The other night T had the privilege

to talk in one of the tent efforts in Antique, -

and hundreds of people stood, and believe
our message. The People believe that our
message- Is triue and are ready to receive -ourx
doctrine. It is, indeed, a wonderful thing

that has happened here. The Lord has shown -

that His commg is very near.”

Tell What You i{now
About Christ

When one accepts Ghrist‘as his personal
Saviour, he naturally desires to tell others of

_his new-found joy. He wants them to experi- .

ence the same happiness’ that has come into
his own heart. He wants his loved ones to
know Jesus, too. This is as it should be. In
John 1:41, Andrew “said. to- Simom, his
brother, “We have found the Messias, which

is, being interpreted, the Christ,” or as the .

margin reads, “thé Anointed.” Affer fesus
had said to Philip, “Follow Me,” Philiy found

.and ufged Nathanael to come and be a

follower of Jesus also. (Verses 43-45.)

Just as is recorded in the Sexiptures, the
best way to explain how to work for others is
to relate some personal experiences.
after 1 accepted Jesus as my Saviour, while

I was working in 2 factory, men would come .

to ‘me and ask questions regarding my faith. If

"I could not answer their questions, I would tefl

them that I would lock up the matter. That

wight I would study to be able to answer their -
- questions the next day. Then, too, I had a
. good supply of literature on hand covering

many subjects. These ‘tracts were given to

‘Shorty -

pa

those who asked questions, and covered the Tt

questions under discussion.
.Soon I'leamed of 2 young man and his wife
who wete somewhat mterested in the message.

Not feeling qualified to give a series of studies, -

I urged my Sabbath school teacher, who had
been a Bible worker, to go with me and study
with this young couple. - We were happy to
see them accept the message and be baptized.

Years ‘later, after entering the ministry,

PO
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conditions prevented my holding a series of ‘

public meetings ifi that city, so I held Bible
studies and cottage meetings. I, had more
than [ could do, so 1 enlisted the aid of the
local elder-and several deacons, who also con-
ducted meetings and studies. The result was
that in just a few months twenty-two went to
the baptismal pool to unite with the Lord,
One of the young men with whom I smdied
was rescued from the hondage of alcohol and
tobacco. He attended the Bible studies, and
in this way learned how to be a soul winner.

. August7

Mailing Program for County
‘Coverage

Most, of the work among dark countles—
that is, counties where there .is no organized
Seventh-day Adventist cliurch or Sabbath
school--must of necessity be done by mail.
The individual church, in co-operation with
- the local conference plan, can join in carry-
ing on a wide mailing program.

It is well to begin by mailing a series of
papers or tracts. The Good News series is
excellent. Use tracis that arouse interest,
that are designed to stimulate Bible study.
Along ‘with these tracts, enrollment cards for
the Bilile Correspondence School should be
sent, inviting people to envoll for these lessons,
Experiments have proved that-a repetition of
mailings is important. ‘The more mailings, the
more enroflments. ¥n many churches, a regu-
lar and successful maﬂmg program is carried
on at a missionary service preceding the weekly
prayer meeting.

Most churches are not prepamd to setup a
Bible Correspondence School, so the usual
plan is to work through the conference school.
Naturally, the church will co-operate closely
with the General Conference plan for reaching
the dark counties. As those to whom litera-
ture has been sent take up the correspondence
lessons, the church will be notified of the prog-
ress being made, 4nd the correspondence
school will doubtless invite church members to
Eo]low up interest as it develops.

" 'The final resalts obtained from the literature
prajects and the Bible Correspondence School
in the dark counties will depend in a large
measure on the method and the extent of the
“fallow-up. Though it may invelve consider-
able time and effort, this is the time when
souls may be won, if church members will
literally go out into the highways and byways
of these rural areas and visit these interested
people.

They should be invited to join the home
department of the Sahbath school, and, where
interest warrants, a branch Sabbath school
‘should be formed. Help them to become
thoroughly indoctrinated and grounded in the
truth, prepare them for church membership,
and encourage them to be baptized and take
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Later he was -elected local elder. He 'put
into practice the lessons he had learned, and
every year would win a number of souls to
Christ.

If you want to be a soul wmner, stady the

book Training Light Bearers. This book will-

give.a general idea of what to do. Then find
an experienced person and ask him to teach
you how to give Bible studies. Then go imme-
diately to someone else and impart what you
have learned

—J. B. WarrreLey,

(ssiomary Services

their stand with God's people. - As truly as
from distant mission lauds, the calls come from
these dark places, “Come over and help us!
There s no time for delay. What we do must
be done quickly.

August 14

City Literature Crusade

There is no way to evaluate the potential
power of even a small tract. Perhaps that is
the reason the servant of God gave the follow-
ing instruction: “We _should treat as a sacred
treasure every line of printed matter that
comes from our publishing houses. Even the
fragments of a pamphlet or a periodical should
be regarded as of value,. Who can estimate
the influence that a torn page containing the

truths of the third angel’s message, may have .

upon the heart of some secker after truth?'—
Mts, E. G. White, in the Review and Herald,
November 5, 1914. From the same article we
read these words, “God’s truth, as it is passed
out, will muitiply gs:eat]y." This is a wonder-
ful promise, but it indicates that the.im-
portant thing is to get to scattering the truth
in a wider way. The fo]lomng are sugges-
tions as to what might be done in a city litera-
ture crusade:

. First, see that the automobiles which are
parked on the streets on Saturday nights have
a small tract placed under the windshield
-wiper, In addition to these tracts, other types
of literature may be used.

Second, in every church someone should
be delegated to receive all the literature which
accumulates in Seventh-day Adventist homes.
Such literature conld then be used as indi-
“cated above, and would also eliminate a tre-
mendous waste, A little uhber stamp should
be procured to place on these papers the name
and address where mare literature may be ob-
tained,

Third, most conferences have a correspond-
ence school. The terrifory should be system-
atically covered with envollment cards for
these Bible courses. Organized groups from
both the Young People’s Missionary Volunteer
Societies and the Senior groups should scatter,
block by block, certain numbers of the larger
tracts, such as the Prediction Series, Good
News, and Present Truth. It is better to make

-distinet people.

-
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fewer calls and keep everyone working than
to try to go to the same home ten, fifteen; or
even twenty times and have most of the dis-
tributors drop. out. A card enrolling inter-
ested ones in a Bible Cormrespondence Course,
or making a request for further literature

. should be left at the time of the final call,

When you know of those who are definitely
interested as a result of these three avenues of
contact, they should receive the Signs of the
Times, week by week. Very frequently Bible
studies will be in process at the same time.
A better combination cannot be found.

Let us scatter the seed broadcast, and God
will give the mcrease. - .

: ~R. B. Crawrono,

o August 21
The Library Reading Course

Seven message-filled books of the Crisis
Series, each with a book outline, constitute
the present Library Reading Course. Here is
systematic reading with guidance. The out-
ines interest people in studying their Bibles.
Thus, busy laymen can not only reach mere
people, but they can reach busy people who
might not feel that they had time for regular
Bible studies.

The seven Crisis books inchide: (l) Our
Lord’s Retursn, (2) The Great Judgment Day,
(3) The Marked Bible, (4) The Ckristian
Sabbath, (5) The- Other Side of Death,
(6) Prove ANl Things, and (7) The Bible
Made Plain.

These wellillustrated, popular, ninety-six-
page Crisis volumes cover most of the essential
truths which make Seventh-day Adventists a
Those who complete this
course will have a real appreciation of present
truth. Before being baptized, however, they
will need studies on three subjects not cov-
ered in the Library Reading Course: (1) The
church and its support {tithing), '(2) church
standards (dress reform, health reform, and
the giving up of worldly amusements), and
(3) the gifts of the Holy Spirit to the chiuwch
(the Spirit of prophecy).

The Library Reading Course plan gets de-
cisions. The reader is led to acknowledge truth
as he reads. Almost unconsciously he accepts
the message as he learns it. Step by step, the
book outlines help the reader to decide for
truth, Reading guidance is direct evangelism,
As the reader checks his book outline, some-

: t'mng happens within him—he changes from a

receiver of truth to a champion of truth. He
no Ionger is being told that somethmg 1s s0—
as he writes the answers, he is saying in effect,
“I know this is truth.”

In practice, the lay ‘worker gives the pros-
pective reader book one, Our Lord’s Returs,
with a folder which contains the book outline
for that hook. He explains briefly how the
outline is to be filled in. He emphasizes the
fact that the folder and outlines are entirely
free, He-says that he is nat selling books—
that the book is to be loaned. He tells the
reader that when he returns next week he will
bring "book two and outline two. He ‘then
checks the answers on the first outline. (Each
lay worker is given a key sheet of answers.)
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The reader_should' be encouraged to. read a
chaptér or two each day and to check his read-
ing as he progresses. Thus he can easily read
a book a week.

The life of the plan is in the brief weekly

visits of the lay worker. The lay worker does
not attempt to answer questions, but depends
upon the truth-filled literature to do this work.
The weekly visits are vital. They provide
encouragement, sustain interest, and help keep
the reader following the course even after the
testing truths have been presented.

A certificate is awarded to all who complete
the course. When the worker calls to -check
the last book outline, he takes-with him: (1)
The Library Reading Course certificate, (2) a
gift book, Belief and Work of Seventh-day
Adventzsts, and (3) lesson sheet number eight,

- which i not a book outline but a study on

Christian fellowship. This stady on Christian
fellowship is an appeal to walk in all the light
God has so graciously given, and to enjoy
fellowship with those who keep the Bible

Sabbath. It concludes with a definite invita-

tion to attend the nearest Seventh-day Advent-
ist Church.
The Crisis books for the Library Reading

"Course may be secured from your local Book

. azid-Bible House. Be sure to specify the latest

¢

ninety-six-page editions since the book out-
Line paging will not harmonize with other
editions. The book outlines, Your Bible Speaks,
are published by the College Press, Berrien

Movmg Forward in the New
School Year

What Can 1 Do This Year for My
Home and Sckool Association?

1 can hahititally uphold it in prayer.
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Springs, Michigan, but are to be ordered from
your Book .and Bible House. Book outlines
cost three cents each—a set of eight may be
had for twenty-four cents. Attractive notebook

covers are twelve cents each, Leaflets explain-

ing the plan in detail will be supplied by the
conference Home Missionary secretary, Indi-

,viduals or churches may thus cerry on a war-

fare for souls at a very nominal expense.
Some of the points to remember in present-
ing the plan are: It is on vital Bible truth;
it is for busy people; it is systematic reading
with -guidance; there is very little writing;
each individual, in the quiet of his own home,
does the reading; there are just seven bodks;
the folders and outlines are free; all may take
the course, regardless of denomination, creed,
or belief; no previous training is necegsary;
it is easy to read a book a week; a certificate is

awarded all who complete the ecourse; it is .
_entirely free.

- August 28
New Places for Tract Racks

During an interview, Florence Nightingale,
the lady with the lamp, was ‘asked the reason
for her sacrificiel service. She replied, “If 1
could give you mformation of my life, it
would be to show how a woman of very ordi-
nary ability.has been led in strange and un-
accustomed paths to do in God’s service what

He has done for her. And if T could tell you -

No detailed programs are outlined, as it is
left to the individual leaders to arrange de-

" tails such a§ the type of devotional service,

T can contribute my part toward its support, -

1 can cordially invite my neighbors.
I can-attempt the work asmgned to me.
I can dedicate my talents to its use.

special music, and other features. Some may
wish to use challenging Bible texts, others

-may prefer passages of inspiration or admoni-

tion from the pen of Ellen G. -White, Each
leader will do well fo adapt the topics to the

" needs and problems of his particular group.-

Take, for example, the program on Christian

Ican encourage the study of homemaking and - recreation. Naturally, the problems of families

child training,
Ican be sympathetlc with its prob]ems
I can be loyal to its appointed meetings.
I can aid in its projects.

- T can help t0 create a co-opexative atmosphere.

“tions for the 1948-49 school year.

P

1 can work with the teacher for my children.
I can advance the cause of Christian education
in héme and school,

Notes to Leaders

- Every new day, every new week, every new
school year brings its challenge. This month
we present, with pleasure, the' topics for con-
sideration by the Home and School Associa-
These
topics are not mandatory, of course, but we be~
Heve that their study by all will prove a profit-
abl{: and blessed expen\ence

i

in small towns will be diffexrent from those in
rural areas or in large cities. Geographical lo-
cations produce different recreational difficul-
ties, It is the endeavor of .the Department bf
Education to give a general survey of the
subject, expectmg each, group in its discussion

to branch out in the direction best Smted to
its néeds.

For any meeting to be 2 success, the pro-

‘geam nfust be well planned and thoroughly

prepared. A wise Jeader will work months in
advanee, not ,expecting a stimulating, worth-
while program with just a week’s preparation,
If, a month in advance, a leader will ask

dlﬂ:erent members t6 look up material on the -

topic to be discussed—some to discaver what
the Bible has to say, some to-Jearn what the
Spirit of prophecy offers, ‘others to find out
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all, you would see how God has déne all, and
I, riothing. I have worked hard,. very haid,
and I have- never refised God anything. I

. have always said, ‘Yes’ to God.”

Scores of our earnest church members are
saymg “Yes,” to Goid by maintaining tract racks
in public places. They are devoting one or
two evenings a week to this imporfant litera-
ture contagt at the crossroads of travel and
business. They are keeping these racks filled
with clean, up-to-date magazines, tracts, and
Bible Correspondence School enrollment cards.
Many more racks should be placed and kept
loaded with Good News. Every bus and rail-
toad station, airplane terminal, and restaurant
should be a Seventh-day Adventist reading
room. The barbershop and the beauty parlor,
the lounge of ferries and the lobby of .office
buildings are prominent places for literature
racks. Get others to join you in’this important
mlssmnary activity. Secure information con-
cermng the style and price of racks available
thiough ' your conference Home -Missionary
secretary Today, people are intensely inter-

-ested in the future and are concemed about

a solution for the world’s problems. - They will -
eagerly read a Bible message calling attention

to coming events. Inspire other members of

your church to unite with you in maintaining

a tract rack. Hearts will be converted if you

say “Yes,” to God's invitation now to establish

and maintain a tract rack.

. —J. E. Epwanrps,

what some of ;)ur deﬁominational leaders sug-
gest, and still others to glean thoughts from

‘leading magazines—there is boind to be enthu-

siastic interest in that topic. Have the various
members report, or have a ronnd-table discus-
sion (which simply means that there is mo
formal order of program, but each person -
presents his findings- at the most opportume
time, questions are asked and answers offered).
These - meetings should be times of mental
and spiritaal refreshing, of learning the best -
methods to cope with today’s problems,

TOPICS FOR 1948-49
SEPTEMBER: What Is That in Thine Hand?

- OQCTORER: Diet and Its Relation to.the LQ.

NOVEMBER: The Home and Better Read-
ing Habits i

DECEMBER: Christian Courtesy

JANUIARY: Chiistian Recreation |

FEBRUARY: Our Heritage (Christian' Home -
Day)

'MARCH: “Blessed Are the Pure in Heart”

APRIL: Teaching Reverence’

MAY: Portrait of a Mother

JUNE: “Fathers Are the Glory of thldren
JULY:-Educational Day Program
AUGHST: Plans for 1949-50
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It your Assocmtmn ‘has carried on 2ny con-
structive program of recreational or vocationel
guidance during-the summer months, a full
report of the ajms and accomplishments of the
projects should be made at the time of the first
fall meeting. We here in Washington would

like to hear about them, too. WIill you write

to us?
Some Home and School Associations elect

their officers for the school year rather than

for the calendar year. If this is the case in
your commynity, plans should be made at once

“to care for this routine business, that there

need be no delay in preparing for the Séptem-
ber meeting,

The article by Myrtle Maxwell, presented‘

in this issue, is of utmost importance. Recent
educational and scientific research most: strik-
ingly verifies the counsel of the Spirit of
prophecy regarding the age at which children
should be sent to school. As long ago as 1873
we were given definite instruction concerning
formal schodl entrance and preschool develop-
ment of children. This present artcle gives
some of the findings, factors, and conclusions

* of recent study of this important subject. If
your church does not hold a regular Home and
- 8chool meeting during August—and many do

not—carefully preserve this copy for use at
some later date. Or it might be used at a
regular church service or at a prayer meeting.

No doubt there are new.members and
young mothers in your community. Give them

. an opportunity to. profit from the study of the

courses in Home Education. Your educational
superintendent- will- be glad to assist you in
organizing this work. Ask him for Educa-
tional Leaflets. Nos, 37, 38, 40, and 41 which
give the plan and procedure in deteil. Be
sure to prepare and to sénd in to your edu-
cational superintendent the opening report of

_your Home and School organization-and study

clisses. If he has not furnished you with

Forms A and B for this purpose, ask him for
.them,
We shall be thinking of you leaders, and

praying for'you and your work as we plan the
material for these programs month by month.
We are always glad to hear from you, and to
know how you are meeting your problems.

. —Anaprrra ¥. Mooge,

When Is a Child Rez‘t‘dy to
Enter School? -

By MyrriE V. MaxwELL

One of the live questions in the educational
wotld today is that of early formal education

of children. When shall a child be taught to

read? What should be the requirements of
the first grade? If a child does not succeed in

accomplishing the work of the fist grade,

should he pass on to the next grade? :
Of the more than two million children
entering the first grade in public schools in the
United States each year, onme out of “every
four experiences failure and must repeat the
grade, Even those who do:not fail may suffer
severe nerve strain and mental enfeeblement.
What can be done to remedy this situation?
In the November, 1939, lissue of Childhood

Education, organ of the Association for Child-’
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hood Education, the followmg thxee remedies
are suggested:

. “Raise the age for school entrance if the
program is to remain the same. An added
year would in many’ instances give the ma-
turity needed for hurdling the insurmountable
barriers set up in the first grade. Children
are being forced to ‘read’ before they are able
tn focus properly or to see the printed page
clearly. Pressure is being exerted to secure
expression before they have had experience.

2, “Revisé completely the first-grade pro-
gram, removing all promotion, obstacles created
by overemphasis on subject-matter areas and
tool-subject skills. .

3. “Provide kindergartens which givé op-
portunity for desnrable growth previous to
first-grade entrance.”

Which of the three suggestions shall we
follow? Will providing kindergartens ‘solve
the problem- of eye focus mentioned in the
fiest suggestion? Will kindergarten training

~ hiasten the maturity needed for this first-grade

work? Hardly! Maturity of the body cannot
be speeded up, and an effort to do so results
only in injury.

While educators of the world are confused
‘over this issue and are not at all agreed as to
what course is best to follow, how grateful
we should be that we have the answer. It
was given to this people long before these
educators were even aware of the problem,
In 1873 this instruction was given:

“The system of education carried out for-

generations back has-been destructive to
health and even life itself. . . .
“Parents_should be the only teachers of

" their children until they have reached eight

or ten years of age. . .. The only school-
room for children from e1ght to ten years of
age should be in the open air, amid the open-

i

ing flowers and nature’s beautiful scenery.

And their only textbook should be the treas-
ures of nature.” —Testimonies, V. 3, p. 135,137,

So, it will be seen that postponement of
age of school entrance is the remedy suggested
by God. Let us list and examine some of the
reasons given by divine inspiration and try
to consider them from present scientific know-
ledge and expert opinion where it is available:

1. Little children, whose limbs and miscles -

are not stong, and whose brains are. un-
developed, are made nervous and diseased by
confinement in school.

2. The bodies of Little children are dwarfed -

because of the exhausted condition of the
nervous system.

- 3. Many children have been ruined by urg-
ing the intellect, and neglecting to strengthen
the physical powers.

4. Injudicious parents and schoolteachers
enfeeble the brain by forcing it into pre-
mature-and excessive activity through the use
of flattery and fear.

5. The whole body is designed for action;
and unless the physn:al powers are kept in
health by active exercise, the mental powers
cannot long be used to their highest capacity.

6. The physical inaction of the schoolroom
makes it a triying place for young children.

7. Incorrect ‘posture: cramps the action of
the lungs and heart. .-
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.The reader will note that these reasons ot
problems may be grouped under three heads:

a. The problem of maturity—forcing the’
organism before it is mature.

b. The problem of exercise—its relation to
mental development.

¢. The problem of posture~its relation to
health and learning.

Yet us consider these problems in the
order listed.

The Problem of Maturity

The vears from five to seven are in man
vital respects a transitional period of child "
development. After a very thorough study of
the child of this age, Michael Zigler points
out that since many changes are taking place
in the child, “it appears unwise and even
dangerous to admit the child to school before
this stage of transition has been -reached
and- perhaps passad. To admit him before he
reaches the transitional period portends an
arrest in development; to admit him while he
is in the stage of wansition, before permanent
adjustment in various processes of develop-
ment has been made, may mean injury to
certain developmental features due to over-
strain at the nascent period. Some cerrective
measures in school instruction may meke the'
change from homie to school less harmful,
but at present it appears proper not to allow
the child in school until it is vwell past the
stage of transition.”—"“The Child and School
Entrance,” in The Pedagogical Seminary, Vol.
25, No. 1, p. 23-57.

‘1. Mammy and Reading.” In 1925, in
grade one, over 33 per cent of the total school
day was given. to reading. In 1936, Smith
and Jansen, after reviewing thirty-seven state
and numerous city cowrses of study, were
led “to the belief that successful attainment of
reading skills is still the -goal of most of the
first-grade work throughout the country. . . .

“Most of the courses of study set up sug-
gestive programs allotting from eighty to ninety
minutes, or about a-third of the school day
in grade one, to readmg activities. . . .

“The chief function of grade one has been
and still is to teach the child to read.
Standards set in courses of study call for 2
maximum attainment in reading. . . . Only~
the firstgrade teachers actually engaged in
teaching know the real work involved for
teacher and pupils in trying to attain the
foregoing objective. Only the expert can
realize the co-ordination of mental, physical
and -emotional factors mnecessary for its
accomplishment.”—“Educational, Psychologi- |
cal and Physiological Factors in Reading
Readiness,” in Elementary School ]oumal,
Vol 36.

Again, for thoughtful, lnmulgent teading,
one must be able to recognize and remember
the words of a thought unit. Tt seems that
a reading span adequate for successtul read-
ing of word units is associated with a menfal
age of seven oz eight. So we see that maturity -
plays a big part in first-year success.

2. Eye Development and Reading, Let us
now note what effect early reading has on the
eyes. *As we- have. just seen, most school

-curriculumis are, based on a strong reading

program, béginning with the first grade. Dr.
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" Ermmett A. Betts, ‘of Pennsylvania State Cal-
- lege, charges, “This trernen&ous reading pro-

gram for little children is caiising an appalling

increase in eye trouble.”

The Los Angeles County Curriculum Com-
mittee makes the following statement:
- “Medical science seems to point to the
fact that eye muscles’ of laxge numbers of
children are not well developed to accom-

. modate fartonear adjustment much before

eight. We counsel ‘against the inclusion of

reading in the curriculum of six-year-olds and.

recommmend that it be deferred until the be-
ginning of what is usually called the secand
grade; that is, a grade in which most of the
children are’ past seven,”—Their First Years
in School, p. 26.

Vision is a very important physiological fac- -

tor. For years we have been conscious of in-

_creasing eye trouble among the pupils of our

schools. Impaired eye movements in reading
is one of the foremost handicaps in acquiring
reading skills. The present reading program
for the first grade is far too heavy for Little
children, and as a result nearsightedness is in-
creasing at an appalling rate.

In his book, The Eyesight of Children,

" J. H. Berkowitz says:

“At the age when school begins the visual

apparatus is still immature. The orbits, the .

eyes themselves, and the muscles and che
nerves which move them have still to increase

. considerably in size. The various brain striic-

turés concerned in vision have not only to
grow, but to become more complex. The in-
tricate co-ordinating mechanism which later
will enable the eyes, brain, and hand to work
together with minute precision is awaiting de-
velopment by training. . . . In short, the
whole visual apparatus is still unfinished, and

is therefore more liable thanh at a later age to

injury’ by overuse. . . . At what age should
children begin to read books? From the hy-

gieni¢ point of view the later«the better, and

there is reason to helieve that litde, if any-

.thing, is lost educatlonally by postponing the

use of books in school until the age of seven
at the earliest.” :

Dr. James Kerr; consulting medical officer
of the Lon&on County Council, pomts aut
that—

- “It is not only the pro]onged use of the

_eyes on near and small objects but also their

continued use in defective light which is one
of the chief defects in modern education. The
importance of letters before the age of sevén
is exaggerated by the teachers. . . . It would
be better if they were not permitted to read
or write in school before this age.”—The Fun-
damentals of School Healih.

Thus it s seen that the eye suffers from too -

early school wark.

3. Finer Muscle-Nerve Strain. There are
other factors which merit attention. Among
them is the question of the tax placed on the
fine muscles of eye and hand in the present

. first-grade work and. the neglect of use of the

i museles of the trunk and limbs which
should be derveloped fist. .
-G, T, W, Patrick, a leading educator, -is

.authority for the following statement: -

“Reading and writing are subjects which

THE CHURCH OFEICERS’~ GAZETTE

do not belong to the early years of school life,
but to' 2 later period. Reading, writing, ‘and
drawing involve, in the first place, a high de-
gree of motor specialization. If we reverse the
order (of muscular development from the
laxger to the smaller muscles) and compel the
child to hold his body, legs, and arms sll,
while he engages the most delicate muscles of
the eyes’ and fingers with minute written or
printed symbols, we induce a nervous- over-
tension and incur the evils incident to all vie-

lation of mnatural order.”—“Should Children’

under Ten Learn to Read and Write}” in
Pépular Sciencé Mrmthly, Vol. 44.

Years ago E. B..Huey wrote:

“Andthere has come, t00, the nerve strain
from the untimely use of the finer muscles of

eye and band, and from the overwoﬂ(lng of

1the assnaauve mechanism concerned in read-
ll".l.g )

In-this connection he Obse:ves that “such
views take form in assertions that redding,

except at least as -an exercise entirely inei- -

dental to other activities and interests, should

usually be deferred until the age of eight, or

as some put it, until the age of nine or ten.”
—The Psychology and Pedagogy of Reading.

Dr. J. B. Nash, of the Department of Physi-
cal Education and ‘Health, New York Uni-

- versity, in a paper wntten some years ago

Sald

“ Bequmng children to give-up their romp-
ing, skipping, and jumping in which they
express themselves, for any activities which
tax the fine skill muscle-nerve groups, cannot
be justified in any educational system, Putting

strain on these musclenerve groups has three )

unfortunate Tesults:
1. “An inefficiency in the learning proced-

- ure. Neural growth has not proceeded far,

enough to “allow for rapid learning., This has
a tendency to cause discouragement, and to.
develop adverse atditudes toward school.
sets up fajlure complexes. The child is hkely
to take for granted a dull existence. -

. “Activiries of this type too often cause
strams which may become the basis of a
neurcsis. This may be the beglnmng of a life-
long mstablhty

. “The-third great danger of stamng these

ﬁne muscle-nerve skills too eatly is that it .
deprives the child of an .cpportunity to par-’
ticipate in these. broad sweeping movements.
of the large muscle-nerve groups, which lay

not anly the basis for health but alto-the .

basis for many of the arts, which will later
make for a richness of leisure.”

4, Circulation and Health. Every parent de-
sires sutcess for his child. With the emphasis

on intelligence for the past few years one

might be inclined to think that it was the~

chief ingredient of success. Such is not the

case, however. Intelhgence has its place bue |

that is not first place, for we read, {Success

depends not so much on talent as 'on energy .

and willingness.” "—Prophets and Kings, p- 219.
Enérgy and will then have first place. Let us
see ‘what -early school attendance has to do
with enexgy.

From an article entlt]ed Muscular Fatxgue
(Hygeia, ]uly, 19392, the following is gleaned:

“Emergy is made of the food we eat and the-

AN

air 'we breathe.

mands it.
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2 Since oxygen must. be car-
tied, whenever needed, in the blood, it is

important that the blood be able to absorh. -

,]arge amounts of it. Blood can hold oxygen

in proportion to the hemoglobin content of jts
red corpuscles.  Anemic people are able to~

carry less bxygen in. their blood. Since the

blood gets its oxygen from the air supply in
the lungs, it behooves the lungs to expand

deeply to provide good‘aeratlon. The person -

with a flexible chest is able fo expand the
lungs deeply and thus offer greater oxygen
supply for the blood when the exertion de-
Habitually sitting in a cramped,
slumped position and leading a sedentary life
in general, is anything but conducive to.a good
chest expansion. It also becomes obvious that
a greater oxygen supply is available 1o the

. lungs if one’s exertion takes place in the open

atr, rafher than in stuffy, poorly vennlated

. quarters

Thas is explained the harm of srttmg in
cramped positions in crowded or poorly venti-
lated quarters. (See Education, pp. 207-208.)
Poor posture may become habitual in these
early years and cause a llEeiong deficiency so
far as aeration of the blood is concerned.

Continuing the comment from Hygeia, we

quate: “Furthermore, a good conduit system

is necessary to carry the oxygen supply, once
it is taken up by the blood, to the museles
and organs in the body and to remove the

waste products of activity, which are thrown

back into the same blood stream. This means
a good circulation, and circulation is depend-
ant to a large éxtent on heart action. . ..
Prequent exercise gradually- increasing in
severity and duration is the best way to train
a good functioning heart. And with this train-
ing procéss the body learns to accomplish more
wotk with the development of less fatigne.”

The followmg extracts are’ from the Spirit
of prophecy: “In order to have good health,

" we must have good blood; for the blood is the

current of life. It repairs waste, and nourishes

. the body. When supplied with the proper

food elements and when cleansed and vitalized
by contact with pure’air, it carries life and

vigor to every part of the system. The more

perfect the circulation, the better will this

work be accomplished, "-—Mimstry of Healing,”

p- 271. And agam, “Perfect health requires a
perfect arculatmn "—Cotnsels on Health, p.
93, ' -

Therefore, since perfect health degends

upon perfect circulation, and perfect ireula-
tion depends upon™a good heart, and a good
heart depends-upen exercise, it should be
plaih why “small children should be left as
free as lambs to run>outof-doors, to be free
and happy, and should be allowed the most
favorable opportumnes to lay the foundation
for sound constitutions. ¥ _Testimonies, Vol. 3,
p. 137. Also why “children should not be long
confined wrt]‘un doors, nor should they be re-

quired to apply theniselves closely to study

‘

unnl a good foundation has been laid for -

physical development.”—Education, p. 208.

Is this counsel followed? Note the com-
ment: “Many a student sits day after day in a

. close room bending over his books, his chest . . _.
-s0 contracted that he cannot take 2 full, deep

-
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breath.”—1bid. A contracted chest, we have
seen, will hinder the red corpuscles from tak-
ing their burden of oxygen, a poor circulatory

system will hinder the carrying of food and |

air to the body so "the muscles are weakened,
and the whole system is enewvated and dis-
" eased.”—Thid. )

But the greatest injury does not come just
in developing 2 contracted chest and a weak
heart. Listen: “The brain, the most delicate
of all the physical organs, and that from which

the nervous energy of the whole system is

derived, suffers the greatest injury. By being
forced into premafure or excessive activity,
and this under unhealthful conditions, it is
enfeebled, and often the evil results are per-
manent.’—Ibid, So the brain is robbed of
nervous energy which is one of the precious
ingredients of success. A parent who threw
a block of wood at his child’s head and in-
jured it in such a way as to  enfeeble the brain
would meet the severest disapproval. Is he
less guilty if he enfeebles it by forcing it into
“premature or excessive activity”?

1f we try to help the baby chick out of its
. shell we weaken it. If we tty to pry open the
rosebud we mar it. The colt is not forced to
work till it is old enough. How mmch more
important” that we protect the child and not
try to hasten its developmental processes!

The Problem of Exercise

“The whole body is designed for action; and
unless the physical powers are kept-in health
by active exercise, the mental powers cannot
long be-used to their highest capacity. The
" physical {naction which seems almost inevit-
able in the schooloom.-together with other
unhealthful conditions—makes it a' trying
place for those of-feeble “constitutions.”—Edu-
cation, p. 207,

Angelo Mosso, a famed spedialist on fatigue,
_in a lecture has set forth the relatmnshq) of
exercise as follows: )

“If we wish to hagten the maturity of the
brain, we must decide whether the formation
of the myelin can better be hastened by stimu-
lation of the senses and intellecfual work, or
better, be hastened by muscular exercises. The
latter way seems to me more natural. We
must theyefore, to begin with, consolidate the
motor nerve paths which develop first, and
after that seek to develop the portion of the
brain concerned with intellecmal  work,
Modern views show z tendency’ to confirm
what the great philosophers of Greece already
recognized; viz., that children ought to begin
to read and write only in the tenth year. The
conviction is again slowly maturing that our
children begin to learn too early, that it is
injurious to the development of the brain to
be fettered to the school desk when only five
or six years old,
telated are mental processes and movements.
I we desired to make a pedagogical applica-
tion, we might say that physical education
and gymnastics serve not only for the de-
velopment of the muscles, bur for that of the
brain as well."—Psychic Processes and Muscu-
lar Exercises. )

F. N. Spindler, in his book Education, Vol.
3, page 146, declares that “the object of motor

i its Home and School Association or
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training is to set up stable and right associa-
tion paths .between the sensory brain centers
and the voluntary motor centers, and that a
brain where sensory and motor activity have
been neglected during childhood must always
be an inferior brain.”

. Perhaps these are the reasons which led
Luther Burbank to say, “No boy or girl should
see the inside of a schoolhouse until at least
ten years of age. ] am speaking now of the
boy or gixl who can be reared in the only
place that is truly fit to bring up 2 boy or 2
plant—the country.”

The Problem of Posture
Leah C. Thomas declares that the “

alia-

tomjc and physiologic changes when sitting:

incorrectly ate greater and have morte serious
results than those caused by incorrect stand-
ing.”

Among the causes for poor’ posture, W. B.
Sandess in his book, Fundamentals of Personal
Hygiene, lists “insufficient physical activity
which results in weakened muscles.”

Note the agreement of the preceding facts
with the following from the pen of inspira-
flon:

“The child is not alone in the danger from
want of air and exercise. In the higher as
well as the lower schools these essentials to
health are still too often neglected, Many a

" student sits day after day in 2 close room

bending over his books, his chest so contracted
that he cannot take a full, deep breath, his
blood moving sluggishly, his .feet cold, his
head hot. The bedy not being sufficiently
nourished, the muscles aze weakened, and the
whole system Is enervated and diseased. Often
such students become lifelong invalids.”—Edu-
cation, p. 208.

Results of Early and Later School Entrance

Parents who consider keeping their childien
out of school until they are seven or eight
years of age want to know whether they wiil
not lose by late entrance to the first grade,

It children start later and are of good in-
telligence, and if the teacher knows what to
do, they will be able to make up what they
have lost in time by stacting later.

In 1930-31 the Department of Education of
the North Pacific Union Conference made an
inquiry with the following’ results: 25 per
cent of the five-year-olds and 12 per cent of
the six-year-olds had to repeat the first grade.
Those who entered at seven years did not re-
peat, but 10 per cent skipped grades; and 61
per cent of the eight- year-olds skipped grades.
And those who entered at nine averaged more
than two grades. Other studies have been
made with similar results.

e =t +

o , August, 1548

The array of expert counsel, scientific facts
and ohservations presented fully and smkmgly
verify the truth and importance of the in-
struction given us long before educators and
scientists even knew or understood them.

The Home School
" This study of the,child’s readiness for suc-

__ cessful school entrance would not be complete

without consideration of his hofg training,
for “the lessons that the child Jearns during

,the first seven years of its life have more to

do with the formation of character than all
that it leatns in .future years.”—Ellen G
White, Signs of the Times, April 8, 1903,

“In His wisdom the Lord has decreed that
the family shall be the greatest of all edu-
cational agencies. It is in the home that thes
education of the child is to begin. Here is
his first school. Here, with his parents, as
instructors, he is to learn the lessons that are
to guide him throughout life,—lessons of
respect, obedJence, reverence, self-control. . . .
How . important, then, is the school in the
- homeY'—~Counsels to Teachers, p. 107.

“Thete is no more important field of effort
than that committed to the founders and
guardians of the home. No work entrusted
to human beings involves greater or more
farreaching results than does the work ‘of
fathers and mothers.” -Ministry of Healing,

p. 351.

“Every child born into the home is a sacred
trust. God says to.the parents, ‘Take this
child, and bring it wp for Me, that it may be
an honor to My name, and a channel through
which My blessings shall flow to the world.””
—Counsels to-Teachers, p. 145.

- An Appeal

“Great is the honor and the responslb:hty
placed upon’ fathers and mothers, in that
they are to stand in the place of Cod to their

-children. Their character, their daily life,

their methods of training, will interpret. His
words to the little ones: Their influence will
win or repel the child’s confidence in the
Lord’s assurances.”—Ministry of Healing, p
375. -

Since parents “stand in the place of God
to their children,” surely they should listen
to His counsel. Parents, read again His in-
struction for these early years as found in
Education, pp. 207-209; Counsels to Teachers,
pp. 79-80; Testimonies to the Church, Vol 3,
pp. 135-138, 142-143, Fundumentals of Chris-
tian Education, pp. 21, 27, 61, 145, 156, 157,
416, 420; Counsels .on Health, p. 177, and
Ministry of Healing, pp. 349-406.

“Happy are the parents whose lives are a
true reflection of ‘the divine, so that the pro-
mises and commands of God awaken in the
child gratitude and reverence; the parents
whose tenderness and justice and long-suffer-
ing interpret 1o the child the love and justice
and long-suffering of God; and who, by teach-

ing the child to love and trust and obey them, .

are teaching him to love and trust and obey his
Pather in heaven. Patents who impart to a
child such a gift have endowed him with a
treasure more precious than the wealth of all
the ages,—a treasure as'enduring as eternity.”
—~Ministry of Healing, pp. 375-376.



i

Vol.35,No.8 ™ ~

Wabag - -
No  tropical jungles, butr shady woods
' strewn with colorful wild flowers and ice-

cold streams dancing musica]fy beneath quaint
swing bridges, revelutionize one's imaginings

“about the heart of New Guinea. No un-
pleasant villages are found here, but secluded
private homes set amid gardens and ferns
or Casuarina hréwood trees of the family
farmlet, .

Although 6, 500 feet above sea level, tower-

. ing cliffs and mountain ranges shut in the
- silent Wabag valley from the outside world,

Mount Hagen, Lifting its head another 6,000
feet, is the fermidable barmier to- -the east.

* Along the water courses is a large popula-
tion, but until seven months ago never had
‘a whisper of the gospel found its way to
these regions.

Six weeks ago hundreds of natives met us,
all of them eager to see a white woman and
the first white baby in the area. Word of
our coming that day had been passed around
by. teachers sent in ahead of us. Rhondda,

of course, was the delight of all, and being a-

good [ittle mmissionary at four months of age,
she managed to stage numerous smiles despite
the effects of a long trp.

Huge wigs made of human hair, heavy,
black beards, and charcoal-blackened faces,
made the men appear quite different from
those of other areas. Here wete women and
children with shaved heads and faces smeared

with clay. Clothing cousisted of flattened
swamp grass draped to about knee level in

front ‘and a long il of it swinging to the
ground at the back.
Singing dirgelike, but with full gusto,

sturdy men lifted the -cargo onto their

shoulders. - Then the hLills echoed and re-

echoed. Over the steeps, along the winding

trail, the pace was set, wigs bobbmg rhyth—
mically to the chantmg Any pause in sing-
ing was much filled with laughter and foreign
chatter, )

After two hours of travel through most
picturesque country we reached the mission
site, and were pleasantly surprised to find
some gardens already planted and a few grass

houses built along the low ridge that runs

through the middle of the site. It seemed so
iuch more civilized than when the land was
chosen three months before, for then it was
_all overgrown with towering grass.

Natives, who appear much alike on first

« contact, gradually take of individuality as

one ‘becomes familiar with them. Personali-
ties ate as varied here as in any BEuropean
community, and all types of characters may
be.found. There are the troublemakers who
perpetuate fighting among the tribes; the ar-

. rogant who refuse to co-cperate, and carmry
> themselves haughtily; the humble spirits al-
ways ready to assist, and who respond most

[
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readily to the gospel. 1t is interesting to find

that the six sections of the - Decalogue con-
cerned with human relations have not been
fost. At certain community gatherings the old
men and Jeaders exhort the people to observe
these essential codes. .

Ameng those who daily visit the mission
there is an outstanding character: Tai is the
chief who brought us te-this land after our
discouraging ten days' search. With his one
blind eye, which was pierced with leng grass
when playing as a child, his mop of black
hair, and his bearded face ever alert with a

ready smile that reveals shining white teeth,

he is a striking figure of energy. Morning

and evening he has consistently attended
g y

worship, singing pur favorite hymns much
aut of tune, but with confidence. On Sabbath
mormngs he can be seen standing tiptoe
on the mission rise, his arms stretched to full

lengih above his head and hands clasped, .

mouth opened widé, and chest heaving as
his call is sounded away down the valley,
heralding the people to worship.

A lover of adventire; he occasionally climbs
the mountains fo the north to visit the Sau

“valley, as vet not occupied or controlled by

the white man. Frequently he has teld us
of the extensive gardens and large population
there, and has expressed a desire for us to
cary the gospel to them quickly. One day
he came with a request for a picture roll, as
he wished to go himself to tell the little he
had learned in his few weeks’ contact, with the
mission. Two weeks later he arrived back
home, heaming with satisfaction as he related
to-us his experiences as the crowds had

“gathered to hear him.

The gospel, indeed, is the power of God

amto salvation. Through your prayers and

support we believe that men and women from
the heart of New Guinea will be able to sit
down with you in the kingdom of our God

——F T. MABERLY

N

ONE WORLD

Jesus mever saw an an:plane, but He, too,

“knew that the world was “one world”—God’s

world, Jesus always spoke in world terms.
Think, for instance, of some of the things
He might have said but did not, He might

have sau] “T am the hght of A51a, but He:

did not. He said, “I am the light of the
worldl” 14 might have said, “God so Joved
the Jews,” but He did not. He said, “God
so loved the world.” He might have said,
“Ye are thesalt of Palestine,” but He did not.
He said, “Ye are the salt of the earth.” There

was never the least doubt in His mind about

all the people in the earth belonging to His
Father and belonging together. wHBLBN E
Baxen, in Comrades. |
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A Victory for the Truth

Our workers in Ecuador were informed a -
- short time ago that no more missionaries
could be brought into that” country. The

federal chief of police passed this information

~on to them when they applied for the en-
" trance of a couple into that country. From

others they learned that if they would be
willing “to pay fifteen dollars as a bribe for
each missionary, they could bring missionaries

in. The young Azgentine worker who wrote -

me says that he, with one or two others, cut-
lined a plan to see the president of Ecuador.

" They zeceived an appointment, and. took a

copy of Desire of Ages inscribed to him.
They then stated that, probably through some

_erior, they had heen denjed a request to

bring missionaries into Ecuador.
“Who demed you this request?” the presi-
dent asked.
They replied that it was the minister of
police in the government.:
“What mfamy,”
“Why has this-been denied?’
“We were told,” they said,

“that there is
a law forbidding this.” ‘

The ‘president stated it was an injustice, -

and immediately called his secretary and had
him call the foreign mimister. While this

" minister was being called, the president asked

many questions about our work. The presi-
dent responded, “The hour has come when
not only two missionaries should be brought
into the country, but fifty.” He outlined the
great needs of the country; and stated that the
Adventists could help solve these problems.

Just then the Foreign secretary entered, and
the president introduced our workers, Our
warkers say it was a pleasure to hear the presi-
dent present to the minister the work of Ad-
ventists. ‘The part that pleased them the most
was when he said, “Mr. Minister, the Adven-

- tists teach the people not to yob, not to -kill,

not to lie; and these are the things that should
be spread throughout the country of Ecuador.”

Then -the .minister replied, “Permit me,
Mr. President, to add a word further.” I know
the Adventists, and in addition to what you
have said they do, they also teach the people
to live healthfully and to use soap.”” The
foreign minister was surprised when the presi-
dent stated that Mr. Sanchez of the police
department had denied the request, and . he
added, “Yot: know that Mr. Sanchez is Catho-

“lic, -Yes, ke is very Catholic, but our country

needs administrators not enly who are Catho-
lics but also some who are Adventists.”

“When the interview was ended, the min-

ister invited our workers to his palace, where
after two hours they went. When they met
him, the minister said, “AIthough it appears
strange, it is so. You were denied the re-
quest. But I have arranged everythmg, and

Jtomorrow at ten o’clock you will have your

permission. The president is right.” (Mean-
ing that he was right about Mr. Sanchez being
very. Gatholic.) Permission was therefore
granted €or our colporteur couple to come,

and with them came a large package of baoks.

—R. R. Froums.

responded the president.
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*Be Ye Doers of the Word”

While attending the Shingwan Sabbath.’

school in Lanchow a few weeks ago, I wit-
nesséd an interesting and touching incident
that holds a Iesson for us all. The day’s les
son included the story of the poor widow and

her offermg of two mites, Upon completion -

of the lesson study, the teacher called upon
several members of the class to mention some
points that had personally benefited them.
One member suggested tbat the widow’s
two mites were larger than the donations of
all the rich givers comblned because her story

had been written in the Bible, and down

through the ages millions in all the world had
read it Many of the people in this class also
were poor in this.world's goods, They thought

" their liitle would not help -much, but after
reading about the widow’s experience, they
were enccruraged to give what they could and
to ask God to add His blessing. The sum of
these many little gifts far outweighed those. of
the wealthy who put in their gifis that day
with the poor widow.

After a few minutes’ discussion, a “poorly
dressgd woman, with tightly bound feet,
pulled out a few bills and placed them in the
Sabbath school offering box. Her example
was followed by several others.

As I sat there and watched, the thought
came to me, “This Is practical, applied re-
ligion.” What a reformation would take place
if each one of us were as prompt to apply eich
newly leamed spiritual principle!

—EsraEr Suicixy.

Call ﬁom Mohammédqns

One of our natve brethren went to his
home on holiday. He lives close to the south
end of Lake Nyasa, where we have no repre-
sentatives and where all the people are
Mohammedans. His two daughters were at-
tending” school at our Malamulo Training
Institute, and they also went home at the
-time their father was home on. leave. Befote
they left the Malamulo Institute they were
urged fo po home and tell what great things
the Loxd had .done for them,

At their home, in the midst of Moham-
medans, this father and his family endeavored
to live as lights in a dark land. They sang
the hymns they had learned, and repeated
the verses they had studied in the Sabbath
school. They conducted family worship every
‘day. They appeared a clean and happy family.
They were different from those about them.
They conducted meetings for others in the
neighberhood, and they sang and prayed for
themi. The people whom they met noticed
that there was a difference between' this
family and theirs. They had known the man
from his boyhood and they knew that he
_had gone to Malamulo Mission for his edu-
‘cation and had become emploved in the
organized work. They knew he had children
_bomn into his family. He had been there
during other times when on holiday, but the
children: were still small. Now they saw his

" danghters grown up and educated at the

- can do for us.
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same mission as their father and they mar-

velled at the love existing between parents

and children.” They saw a great difference
between their daughters and the evangehsts
daughters, and a great desue arose in their
hearts,

After meetings had been conducted by this
family, the native authority, named Calembo,
said to the teacher, “Your message has touched
my heart. It seems our country is dark, but
come back again and I will talk to you again.”
The next 'day the preachexr said, “Jesus said,
‘If ye receive the truth, the truth shall make
you free’ The Tsraclires - -thought they were
free, but Jesus said, ‘All that commit sin are
slaves.”” The chief called all of his people,
and they said to the native missionary, “Your
message has found acceptance with us, but
you are only here on holiday, what are we
going to do when you leave? You had better
go now and explain or present our call to
your leaders and let them decide what they
We want the kind of school
where you were educated, where your daugh-
ters were trained. There are schools of other
denominations close by here, but my childrén
are not going there, for they. allow them to
eat rats and pork, but the teachings that havé
made you what you are, arg what we want.”

So these people saw our representative onto-

the bus in order to be sure he would be on his
way to Blantyre to call us. After the message

had reached us we decided to-go and answer -

the call.
- The chief Iecewed us gladly, “In 1932 1
called for you,” said the chief, “but you
gave the school to others. Today the urge
has come back to me more forcefully. Ir's
true I have called you,” he said to me. He
called his people together and told them that
he wished to impress them with the fact
that they had been a long time in darkness.
Before he died, he wanted to urge the need
of inviting at once the schioo] of the Seventh-
day Advéntists. So they agreed for us to send
them a teacher. I asked the chief, “Have you
seen the teacher we can send here?” “Yes,”
he said, “this is the man,” pointing to our
representative. “We know him; we. have
watched his life. He used to be a Moham-
medan. He is the one who can lead us.”
Thus a great door of opportunity has been
opened to us. We need consecrated” men to
go there, bur also we need money to con-
struct good brick schools and to pay for the
workers in this dark country.”

—M. M. WEBSTB}{.

Angust, 1948

Representatlve Democracy
(Continned from page 2 );
conference or the pastor but are elected by the
members of the church. They also vote on all

O _ matters of church business, en who shall be

accepted into the church, 2nd who dismissed.

One of their number is chosen as the - first
elder of the church to be-its leader in- all
things, both spiritmal and temporal. As leader
he is not to, be a lord “over God’s heritage,”
but he is called to serve the people, and as a
true shepherd to “feed the flock of Cod”
(1 Peter 5: 2, 3.) Another of their number,
chosen’ from among them, Is their treasures,
and he receives the tithes, of-Eermgs, and ex-
pense funds. He dlsperses these in harmony
with policies adopted by the “sisterhood of
churches or, in the case of the local funds, as
the church board elected by the people shall
direct. Other officers, each bearing a specific te-

‘sponsibility, are likewise chosen by the-church

from among the members to serve the body.

Thése elected officers together make up the .

- church board or committee. This board, repre-
_ sentative of the whole church, has certain

¢

powers and respomsibilities and also certain
limitations, They consider and decide on mat-

teys pertaining to the details of the church
business, as the care of the building, the allo-'

cation of the poor fund and the church ex:
pense fund. The spiritial condition of mem-

bers should be studied, and arrangements made

for backsliding members to be visited. The de-
partments of the church; espemally the mission-
ary activities, should receive attention, and
cach officer should report to the bosrd con-
ecerning the work for which he is responsible.

.However, there are some matters that the
church board does not have the authority over.
One is the granting or receiving of church

letters, They may, and should, recommend to’

the ¢hurch cither the granting of letters or
receiving of the same from other churches, but
the vote on these matters belongs only to the
church in a regular meeting of the congrega-

tion. This is true also of the power to dis- -

fellowship 2 member from the chwick or to
drop his name from the church roll because his
whereabouts may be unknown. The board has
authority to disperse funds only in harmony
with the regular established policies, but if any
unusual expenditure is required, such as a ma-
jor repair on the buildings or the purchase of
new church furnishings, such matters should
be voted on in a church business méeting.

Thus, the powers and authority exercised by
the officers of the church spring from the
members, who elect these officers as their tep-
resentatives to carry on the work of the church
iinder God’s direction and in hammony with
the plans and desires of the congregation. This,
we believe, is the plan given us by the Lord
for the carrying on of His werk in thie world.

It is divine in origin, reasonable, and the .

safest that could be devised; for when the
power rests with the people, there is little
danger that a false shepherd will arise_to lead
the flock astray, as the members, u.nder the

leadership of the Lord, are sure to be true
and loyal to the message to Which they have X

given their hearts and their all, -
—Eprros.
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